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6.14 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

No disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects will be expected to occur to
minority and low-income populations.

6.15 ENERGY DEMAND

Increases in hazardous operations could result in increases to the peak energy demand during those missions
and may also require expansion of energy infrastructure for the new firing points. Development of the
proposed Specialized Areas may require expansions of utility infrastructure; therefore, providing electricity
and natural gas to these facilities should be considered during the siting process and environmental review of
these projects. Compared to the No Action Alternative, annual electricity use under the Selected Alternative
will increase by an estimated five percent, which could be accommodated by the existing provider. Natural
gas consumption will increase but will not exceed supply capacity.

6.16 FREQUENCIES

Conflicts with the safe and secure operation of systems and avionics within WSMR or with neighboring
military installations could occur but will be unlikely. Conflicts with residential, commercial, or municipal
electronic systems and communication systems, including air traffic control systems, could occur but will be
unlikely. Minor to moderate impacts could occur to impair the ability of WSMR to meet its test and training
mission requirements due to the unavailability of dedicated frequencies. WSMR, however, has a process in
place for scheduling and monitoring frequencies.

6.17 WILDLAND FIRE

An increase in testing activities will cause an increase in the potential for wildland fires. Primary activities that
will have the potential to cause wildland fire ignitions include on-road vehicle use, off-road vehicle use,
dismounted operation, and field operations. Potential unplanned fire ignitions from hazardous operations
(such as line-fire weapons releases and high powered microwave weapons) could increase. A slight increase in
air operations including unmanned aerial systems could increase the risk of a catastrophic mishap that could
cause a fire under restricted airspace. The increased risk will be minor and will be minimized through ongoing
management practices. Any additional tank trails could have a beneficial impact on wildland fire management
by acting as potential fire breaks. The proposed Specialized Areas will not introduce new activities or
facilities that will be expected to cause an increase in the potential for wildland fires. The Local Training Area
will be mostly cleared of vegetation through heavy use, limiting the amount of combustible material. Standard
field measures could minimize the number of unplanned ignitions.

7.0 MITIGATION COMMITMENTS

The Army is committed to sustaining and preserving the environment at WSMR. WSMR will continue to
implement the existing review and approval processes for use of the range, as well as the existing standard
requirements for range users discussed in Section 2.5 of the EIS. As part of the decision to implement the
Preferred Alternative, the Army will enact the environmental mitigations described in Table 8.0-1 to minimize
the impacts of this decision.

Table 8.0-1. Summary of Mitigation Measures for the Preferred Alternative

‘ Resource Area | Mitigation Measures
Land Use and WSMR will coordinate with the applicable land management agency(s) to develop mutually
Aesthetics acceptable provisions for the location, construction practices, maintenance, and operation of the North-

South tank trail where it traverses non-WSMR land. Also, coordination with the White Sands National
Monument will be conducted prior to any tank trail or road improvements in the vicinity of the
monument to prevent flash flood events from washing unnatural debris into the monument.
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Table 8.0-1. Summary of Mitigation Measures for the Preferred Alternative

Resource Area Mitigation Measures

Air Quality During site preparation, construction, or other earth-moving activitics, BMPs will be implemented to
minimize fugitive dust emissions, such as wetting soil surfaces, covering truckloads of dirt with tarps
to reduce windborne dust, and properly maintaining equipment.

County ordinances as well as the recommendations developed under the WSMR Particulate Matter
Control Plan will be followed regarding erosion control and construction where practical and when it
is not in conflict with the mission of WSMR.

Cultural Resources WSMR will implement the Programmatic Agreement between the Army and the State Historic
Preservation Officer as a mitigation measure that will govern future actions.

WSMR will also ensure that any areas authorized for off-road maneuver or intensive ground
operations will be surveyed and mitigated for archeological and historic properties as necessary.
Additional management and mitigation measures for cultural resources will be provided as necessary
relative to the degree of anticipated ground disturbance and construction.

Earth Sciences Due to the variability in timing, duration, frequency, and location of off-road vehicle maneuvers, use
of adaptive management for identifying mitigation measures to reduce the impacts to soils will be
used. Mitigation strategies could include using a combination of approaches such as applying soil
stabilizers, using windbreaks, and rotating areas authorized for off-road use. Workplans for
mitigating impacts to soils will be developed.

Erosion of roads and trails will be specifically monitored to identify prevention, maintenance, and
repair actions needed to maintain stability.

Biological Resources WSMR will conduct additional monitoring to identify repair and or maintenance projects for the
Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan and Integrated Training Area Management Program to
reduce impacts of testing and training throughout the 1,825,000 acres having the potential for off-road
activities.

Coordination with the New Mexico Division of Game and Fish will be conducted to ensure that the
construction and operation of the proposed tank trail will not adversely affect populations of White
Sands pupfish. Mitigation measures will include re-routing the tank trail to avoid Limited Use and
Essential Pupfish Habitat (an option that seems feasible based on the local terrain) or working with
New Mexico Division of Game and Fish and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to develop BMPs to
prevent or limit sedimentation of streams or other adverse impacts where these areas cannot be
avoided.

Water Resources WSMR will create and employ an adaptive management plan for the recovery of disturbed areas.
Maintaining soil stability will mitigate the indirect effects of dust generation and sedimentation
resulting from accelerated erosion of existing intermittent streams and arroyos.

Safety WSMR will develop new Standard Operating Procedures and directives to address safety components
of off-road activities. In particular, Standard Operating Procedures will be needed to address potential
adverse impacts to visibility on public and military roads from dust created from tactical vehicles
conducting off-road maneuvers. Standard Operating Procedures to minimize risks associated with
specific test and training activities include: tailoring operating conditions accordingly, implementation
of evacuations, imposing access restrictions as necessary, and ceasing any operations that will pose an
imminent danger to human health and safety will continue.

Facilities and To protect existing buried utilities, hardened crossings over existing gas lines in areas designated for
Infrastructure off-road maneuver will be put in place.

WSMR will revise the current digging permit process to encompass digging associated with any field
operations or construction activities.

All practicable means to avoid or minimize environmental harm from the selected action have been adopted.
The Army will also employ a monitoring and enforcement program for the mitigation measures adopted in this
decision.

WSMR has considered the results of the analysis described in the Final EIS and comments provided during
formal comment and review periods. Based on this review, WSMR has determined that the Selected
Alternative reflects the proper balance of initiatives for the protection of the environment, funding
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considerations, and the need for WSMR to expand its capabilities as a Major Range and Test Facility Base to
support future Army needs associated with Army Transformation, the Army Campaign Plan, modernization of
the fighting force, Army Growth and Force Structure Realignment, Global Defense Posture Realignment, and
other Army initiatives.

8.0 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For additional information or copies of the Final EIS and this ROD please contact: White Sands Test Center,
Operations Office; Attention: Ms. Catherine Giblin, 124 Crozier Street, Building 124, Room B-15, White
Sands Missile Range, New Mexico 88002; Fax 575-678-4082; Email: WSMREIS@conus.army.mil.; or Ms.
Monte Marlin, Public Affairs Office, Building 1782, Headquarters Avenue, White Sands Missile Range, New
Mexico, 88002; 575-678-1134; or e-mail monte.marlin@us.army.mil.

Approved by:

Y Mar 2ore
Date

B. NERGER
Executive Director
U.S. Army Installation Command

Vo TSI 32 May 3010
JAMES J. STREILEIN Date
Executive Director

U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Command
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Appendix A. List of Acronyms

BCT Brigade Combat Team

BMP Best Management Practice

CEQ Council on Environmental Quality

CFR Code of Federal Regulations

DoD Department of Defense

EIS Environmental Impact Statement

HBCT Heavy Brigade Combat Team

JLENS Joint Land Attack Cruise Missile Defense Elevated Netted Sensor System
MRTFB Major Range and Test Facility Base

NOA Notice of Availability

RDT&E research, development, testing and evaluation
ROD Reéord of Decision

uU.s. United States

UXO Unexploded Ordnance

WSMR White Sands Missile Range
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