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The leaves are changing; the weather is getting cooler; and spider webs and jack-o’-lanterns 
are taking over people’s yards and porches. Halloween is getting closer, and Fort Leonard 
Wood has several events planned to get the whole family in the “spooky spirit.”

Get in the ‘spooky spirit’ with Fort Leonard Wood’s 
Halloween events

With winter weather always a concern in Missouri from November through March, 
travelers and commuters need to know the latest conditions before hitting the roads. 
The installation’s snow and ice removal program — referred to as SNAIR — has 
various methods in place to keep people informed.

SNAIR helps Fort Leonard Wood drivers deal with 
winter weather

Fort Leonard Wood Army Community Service is scheduled to host a Make a Difference 
Day community service event from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday — volunteers should meet 
at Bldg. 486.

Volunteers ready to ‘make a difference’ on post 
during national community service day Saturday 

Dieticians with General Leonard Wood Army Community Hospital’s Nutrition Care 
Division provide guidance on getting proper nutrition, managing weight and improv-
ing physical performance. On Friday, they brought their expertise straight to the place 
many service members, their families and retirees get their food, the Commissary.

Nutrition experts here helping community make  
better food choices with Commissary tours
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For Missouri resident Mike Siegmund, the American flag flown over Fort Leonard 
Wood on Oct. 7 held significant importance – it was his father Robert’s internment 
flag.

Flag flies over Fort Leonard Wood in honor of  
World War II veteran

Aspiring talk show host, FBI investigator, Roman Catholic priest – all titles that could 
be used to describe Chaplain (Maj.) James Collins, who currently serves as the chap-
lain for the 43rd Adjutant General Reception Battalion.

From the FBI to FLW: Army chaplain has worn  
many hats

While it seems like Fort Leonard Wood is mostly known as a military training loca-
tion, there are lots of other, non-military training opportunities available here as well. 
One new skill people can look into while they are here is flying, and the on-post, joint-
use Waynesville-St. Robert Regional Airport – which also goes by the name Forney 
Airfield – is a good place to start. 

Installation’s airfield offers high-flying opportunities

Chaplain (Capt.) Michael Beatty, 554th 
Engineer Battalion, speaks with Fort 
Leonard Wood civilians about reli-
gious support services available here 
during the Ready and Resilient Fair 
event Tuesday at Nutter Field House. 
The R2 Fair provides service mem-
bers, civilian employees, retirees and 
family members the opportunity to 
participate in interactive activities 
and speak with subject matter experts 
about local resources and assistance 
programs that can help those who are 
overcome with life stressors.
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Fort Leonard Wood 
hosts R2 Fair

Let the sun do some of the heating for your home this winter. Before you go to 
work, open the blinds or curtains of south-facing windows, allowing the sun to 
warm the room while you’re gone. Don’t forget to close them when you get home 
to lock in that free heat. In areas where your home doesn’t get much sun, keep 
your curtains and blinds closed to trap in the heat.

October is Energy Awareness Month
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NEWS BRIEFS

Flu shots at GLWACH
Tricare beneficiaries ages six months and 
older can now receive their flu shots at the 
General Leonard Wood Army Commu-
nity Hospital Immunizations Clinic on a 
walk-in basis from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
weekdays. The shots will also be avail-
able for beneficiaries ages 18 to 64, 
federal employees, contractors who are 
mandated to receive the shot and tenant 
units without medical assists from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. weekdays at the Harper Clinic, 
located in Bldg. 500.

Dental Assistant Program
Applications for the Dental Assistant 
Program will be accepted through Jan. 9, 
2023. The program is a free, six-month 
combination of classroom and hands-on 
training designed to provide skills neces-
sary to become employed at any dental 
treatment facility. Candidates must have 
regular access to Fort Leonard Wood. Ap-
plications are available by calling Jason 
Ramlow at 816.536.0108, or by email at 
jason.ramlow@redcross.org for details. 

TAP hiring fair
The Fort Leonard Wood Transition 
Assistance Program is hosting a hiring 
fair from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 27 at 
Nutter Field House. Call 573.596.0175 
for details.

FEHB open season
The Federal Employees Health Benefits 
open season is Nov. 14 to Dec. 12. During 
this time, FEHB enrolees can change their 
health care, vision and dental insurance 
coverage. More information is available 
on the BENEFEDS website, and a virtual 
benefits fair is available from 9 a.m. to  
4 p.m. Nov. 15 and 22, and Dec. 1 and 8.  

At the movies
This weekend’s movie showings at 
Abrams Theater include “DC: League of 
Super Pets,” Rated PG, at 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day; “The Woman King,” Rated PG-13, 
at 1 p.m. Saturday; “Barbarian,” Rated 
R, at 11 a.m. Sunday; and “Don’t Worry 
Darling,” Rated R, at 2 p.m. Sunday. Visit 
the Exchange website for details. 
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Trainees with Company C, 787th Military Police Battalion, learn about travel op-
tions for Holiday Block Leave from Leisure Travel Services personnel Monday at 
Davidson Fitness Center. Each year Soldiers in training are given the opportunity 
to go home for the holidays in order to allow drill sergeants and support personnel 
a chance to spend the holidays with their families. 

HBL ticketing begins

https://leonardwood.armymwr.com/
https://www.benefeds.com/
https://ve.on24.com/vshow/FVBF22/registration/20180
https://ve.on24.com/vshow/FVBF22/registration/20180
https://www.aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-Ft-Leonard-Wood.htm
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Above: Fort Leonard Wood’s 18-hole Piney Valley Golf Course is set in a valley along 
the Big Piney River.
Left: The Military Police Memorial Grove features the 13-foot bronze equestrian sculp-
ture titled “Marechaussee,” created by Missouri artist James Hall III.

Above: A Sherman tank is one of many static diplays near the John B. Ma-
haffey Museum Complex.
Right: Stone Mill Spring features hiking and fishing opportunities on post. 

Army bridging and tactical vehicle static displays sit along the north gate 
outbound lanes on Missouri Avenue.

Fall colors
come to Fort Leonard Wood



    For Army Military Police Investigator 
Staff Sgt. Loghan Stockton, her interest in 
law enforcement started in high school. After 
choosing the Army as the path to pursue that 
interest, she eventually found herself back at 
Fort Leonard Wood – where she completed 
One Station Unit Training.
 
Why did you join the Army? 
   My homelife wasn’t the greatest and I had 
always wanted to join the military. I was the 
first in my family to do so. The educational 
benefits were a bonus as well.

Where did you complete Initial Entry 
Training?  
   I completed Initial Entry Training here at 
Fort Leonard Wood in 2016. 

Why did you become an MPI? 
   MPI is an additional Army skills identifier, 
and when I came here from Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky – where I worked primarily as patrol 
– I went to my detachment sergeant, and he 
asked me if I wanted to go MPI and I said yes. 
I wasn’t necessarily looking for it, but I am 
happy I went that route. It can be difficult with 
the things we witness or deal with, but I enjoy 
it and the people I work with a lot.

How do you maintain a positive attitude 
given the nature of your job at times? 
   I remember some things like they happened 
yesterday, but I don’t let it bring me down 
or weigh on my Soldiers. I didn’t have any 
control over what happened, and if I let it, it’s 
going to affect my job and those around me.   
If you’re having trouble, talk to someone. I 
try to see the positive in everything, so even 
when there’s a terrible situation for me and 
the people I work with, maybe we can find a 
way to make it a little better by looking at the 
positive sides of life.

What advice would you give to others who 
are considering becoming an MP or MPI? 
   Do your research about what you’re getting 
into, because we have two jobs – being a Sol-
dier and being a law enforcement officer – and 
balancing both gets tough sometimes. 
   A lot of people join the military and think 
they’re going to do the amazing things they 
see people do in the movies and it isn’t that. I 
see a lot of people join and later realize it isn’t 
what they expected. So, my advice is to make 
sure it’s something you want to do. If you 
want to be a law enforcement officer because 
it’s your passion, or it’s something you’re 
interested in, do it for the right reasons. 
   I did not do my research before coming in 
and thought I would be doing cool things all 
the time – not that I don’t sometimes – but, it’s 
not every day. I wouldn’t have gone any other 
way though. I absolutely love the military. It’s 
provided me connections with people I never 
thought I’d meet and allowed me to go places 
I never thought I’d go. 

What is your favorite part about being in 
the Army? 
   To me, my Soldiers are what makes the 
Army what it is, and they’re the reason I’m 
here. They make my bad days good and my 
good days even better. I wouldn’t be who I am 
without them. I really like to get to know my 
Soldiers rather than just telling them what to 
do. I try to know their life, their history and 
what makes them who they are.

What is something people may be surprised 
to know about MPI Soldiers? 
   I don’t  wear my uniform often – I haven’t 
worn mine since August – I get asked if I’m 
in the military often because of that. We 
also drive plain vehicles, rather than marked 
vehicles. 

Click here to nominate a Fort Leonard Wood Soldier for recognition.

SOLDIER 

S P O T L I G H T

    For Army bandsman Sgt. Sydney Seed, 
music is life. She served six years in the Vir-
ginia National Guard before transitioning to 
active duty. During that time, she used her 
degree in music education to teach orches-
tra. Today, she serves as a bassoon player 
in the oldest unit on Fort Leonard Wood, the 
399th Army Band. 
 
Why did you join the Army? 
   The military has always had a special 
place in my heart starting from childhood. 
Both of my grandfathers were career mili-
tary officers. One of them was a bandsman 
as well and served as the commander of the 
Army Field Band. His stories in my child-
hood were about all the traveling that he 
got to do – he took the band to all 50 states 
in his time there as well as several different 
countries – and that legacy is important 
to me. I was really drawn to the military 
culture and interested in it and wanted that 
experience for myself. 
 
How many instruments do you play? 
   I’ve played most instruments. For the 
Army, I have played bassoon, alto saxo-
phone and fife. Fife was something I played 
a lot of when I was serving in the National 
Guard. Having a degree in music education, 
I had to learn the basics of most instruments 
and spent six weeks playing just the violin, 
then six weeks just playing the trumpet or 
the cello, and so on and so forth.  
 
Where did you complete Initial Entry 
Training?  
   I completed basic combat training here 
and advanced individual training at the 
Army School of Music in Virginia Beach, 

Virginia.  
    Army musicians have to come pre-qual-
ified, so we have an audition beforehand. 
I have an undergraduate degree in music 
education, but I took bassoon lessons every 
semester I was in college, and that’s a very 
comparable story to the people I work with. 
Most of us have degrees, especially people 
entering now. It’s not uncommon to also 
have your master’s degree in performance 
on your instrument. We join the Army con-
tingent upon passing an audition, and then 
our AIT is focused on learning how to do it 
the Army way. 
 
What role does music play in Army 
culture, and why is it important?  
   Music transforms the environment that 
you’re in. When we think about how 
music affects our life, I think most have a 
positive experience associated with it. On 
a more serious note, music has been used 
overseas to reduce tension. I feel like 
creating those relationships with people 
is really important and music is one way 
we can do that.
   Music humanizes the American Soldier, 
and is equally important in-country. 
Making music in uniform changes the 
perspective and relationship between 
Soldiers and the people. 

What advice would you give to other mu-
sicians who are considering auditioning 
for the Army Band? 
     For those in high school, I would caution 
them to be resilient against not winning the 
audition right out of high school. Our skill 
level is quite high right now. Most people 
have at least their undergraduate degree, and 

many of them have their master’s in per-
formance. That is the skill level that we’re 
looking at. I’m not saying it’s not possible 
to get this job right out of high school, but 
if you take the audition and you don’t make 
it, listen to the feedback that you get, and 
continue to strive for it.
 
What are the benefits of being a musician 
for the Army? 
     We employ a lot of musicians, so there’s 
financial stability which can be hard to 
come by if you’re gigging in the civilian 
world. You also have the opportunity to 
move around and see different parts of the 
world and play some unique events. I’ve 
been in rooms I never would have been 
in under any other context. The Army can 
really opens doors for you. 

FORT LEONARD WOOD

Staff Sgt. Loghan Stockton, 252nd Military Police Detachment
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