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By Captain Richard D. Wilson

n a chilly, rain-soaked Wednesday morning, emer-

gency services liaisons and key leaders gathered

around the incident command post, mobilizing in
response to a simulated active shooter threat during the an-
nual large-scale exercise at Fort Eisenhower, Georgia. As
military police and Department of the Army civilian police
confirmed neutralization of the threat, control of the inci-
dent command post seamlessly transitioned from the fire de-
partment to law enforcement officials. Installation lockdown
protocols were concurrently lifted, facilitating the transfer
of casualties to local hospitals, while installation emergency
operations center personnel pivoted their efforts from con-
tainment to rapid recovery. This exercise represented the
culmination of a year-long endeavor that encompassed rig-
orous training and collaboration among numerous agencies
from the installation and across local, state, and national
emergency services.

Through extensive preparation and cooperation, the 35th
Military Police Detachment and the 222d Military Working
Dog (MWD) Detachment, both at Fort Eisenhower, exempli-
fy the principles encapsulated in the Military Police Corps
Regiment motto—Assist, Protect, Defend. With a proactive
approach and the ability to quickly respond during crisis
situations, these units not only safeguard lives and prop-
erty but also demonstrate their unwavering commitment to
ensuring the safety and security of everyone on Fort Eisen-
hower.

Assisting in Crisis

Law enforcement organizations—especially military po-
lice units—play a crucial role in guaranteeing the safety and
security of individuals and communities during crises. At
Fort Eisenhower, the 35th Military Police Detachment and
the 222d MWD Detachment spearhead a synchronized ef-
fort to address diverse emergency challenges. As an integral
component of emergency management, the 35th Military
Police Detachment excels in executing critical tasks (traf-
fic control, perimeter security) and in escorting personnel to
transport assets to affected areas. The 222d MWD Detach-
ment stands ready to assist; the specially trained MWDs and
their handlers can detect explosives, narcotics, and other
substances that pose a threat to the installation. Emergency
operations center personnel convene with first responders
at the incident command post to effectively stage available

22 Military Police

resources for use on and off the installation. This concept
seems straightforward; however, in reality, the process is
complex—particularly during large-scale events when re-
gional resources are scarce. Despite these challenges, the
expertise and synchronization of the emergency response
teams guarantee efficient and effective response efforts,
maximizing support for impacted communities.

The Fort Eisenhower community is protected through
its work with local agencies across each phase of emergency
management. During the preparation phase, collaboration
with local authorities involves developing comprehensive
emergency response plans tailored to the specific needs and
vulnerabilities of the community. Training and drill exer-
cises jointly conducted with surrounding counties enhance
readiness and interoperability. In the response phase, the
swift deployment of specialized personnel and resources can
effectively address emergency situations that involve pro-
viding medical assistance, conducting evacuations, negoti-
ating for the release of hostages, or providing special weap-
ons and tactics teams. Throughout the recovery phase, close
cooperation facilitates the efficient allocation of resources
necessary for cleaning up, rebuilding, and ensuring that af-
fected individuals receive the support they need to rebuild
their lives. During the mitigation phase, ongoing partner-
ships with local organizations enable the swift identification
of, and response to, potential hazards and vulnerabilities
and the implementation of measures to diminish the risk
of future emergencies and bolster community resilience.
Through this multiphase approach, coordinated efforts with
the surrounding area can be instrumental in minimizing the
impact of an event.

Reliable communication platforms are crucial in assist-
ing the installation community. By regularly conducting
communication exercises, Fort Eisenhower emergency ser-
vices personnel enable the rapid dissemination of critical
information, integrated response efforts, and ability to pro-
vide support for affected individuals. Across the garrison,
communication plans and methods are validated to achieve
unity among responders and provide timely updates to the
public. The installation uses the National Incident Manage-
ment System for a standardized approach during events;
the system provides a framework for managing incidents,
regardless of size or complexity. By employing standard-
ized terminology, principles, and procedures, the National
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Incident Management System enhances the overall effec-
tiveness of emergency response efforts for the installation.
Despite the spectrum of potential threats, from cyber at-
tacks to disruptions that disable communications, emergen-
cy services maintain the ability to communicate effectively.

Protecting in Crisis

Military police fulfill a range of responsibilities to ensure
individual safety and to protect the installation, critical in-
frastructure, and resources during times of emergency or
disaster. The 35th Military Police Detachment can establish
perimeter security around critical facilities, control access to
restricted areas, conduct patrols to deter potential threats,
and immediately respond to incidents that might endanger
lives or disrupt operations. The specialized skills of the 222d
MWD Detachment are vital in patrolling areas and appre-
hending suspects. During critical circumstances and events,
these detachments ensure that crowds are controlled, chaos
is prevented, and order is maintained within the commu-
nity. Military police and their counterparts work tirelessly
to posture themselves to meet any threat.

The most valuable resources on Fort Eisenhower are the
Service members, Families, and civilians residing there. Mil-
itary police play a crucial role in assisting with evacuation
and shelter plans to preserve those resources. For military
police, evacuation efforts include providing traffic control
measures; directing evacuees to designated cleared routes;
and transporting vulnerable populations, such as the elderly
or disabled. Fort Eisenhower emergency response personnel
assist in establishing and managing evacuation shelters,
confirming that they are safe, well-organized, and equipped
with necessary supplies. Military police will continue to co-
ordinate with other agencies to provide support services,
such as medical and humanitarian aid. Through the com-
bined security and logistics expertise of the Fort Eisenhower
Directorate of Emergency Services, the 35th Military Police
Detachment stands ready to contribute to the efficient and
orderly evacuation and sheltering of at-risk populations,
mitigating the impact of crises and safeguarding lives.

One asset that is unique to Fort Eisenhower is the Army
National Guard Youth Challenge Academy. Troubled juve-
niles ranging from 16 to 18 years of age from across the state
of Georgia participate in the Youth Challenge Academy,
working to turn their lives around for the better. Escalations
that may occur during this rigorous program might require
the delicate management of civil order and discipline among
the juvenile participants. Having been specially trained for
this unique situation, the 35th Military Police Detachment
is prepared to step in when necessary.

Defending in Crisis

Nestled within the Fort Eisenhower Directorate of
Emergency Services, the 35th Military Police Detachment
seamlessly merges with its civilian counterparts as well as
various other groups, forging an unparalleled depth of pro-
tection. The unit, equipped with advanced training, is a vigi-
lant force, ready to swiftly neutralize hostile situations or
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implement proactive measures to deter potential threats.
Situated at the forefront of intelligence and cyber opera-
tions, Fort Eisenhower plays host to numerous prestigious
entities, which make it a pivotal operational hub. And with
ever-evolving threats (from cyber intrusions to the prolifera-
tion of drones) looming over the homeland, ensuring com-
prehensive protection throughout the installation and con-
ducting around-the-clock activities during crisis situations
are of utmost importance.

Partnerships with on- and off-post organizations with
unique capabilities enhance the defense readiness of the in-
stallation. The significance of communication and unwaver-
ing cooperation among partners cannot be overstated. Due
to limited capabilities and resources, several Fort Eisen-
hower units face challenges. Nevertheless, their united ef-
forts have mounted a formidable defense, proficient at safe-
guarding the installation during a potential urgent event.
The 35th Military Police Detachment and the 222d MWD
Detachment are pivotal in fostering this collaborative spirit;
they enable units to optimize their contributions and effec-
tiveness through consistent interfaces and participation in
regular training exercises.

Enabling Protection

The 35th Military Police Detachment and the 222d MWD
Detachment collectively serve as the linchpin for the Fort
Eisenhower security ecosystem, closely aligning with in-
ternal organizations and external local and state agencies
to ensure the safety and well-being of the Fort Eisenhower
community. Through strategic partnerships, the detach-
ments leverage the unique specialties of each entity to for-
tify defenses against potential threats. Whether conducting
joint training exercises, coordinating response protocols,
or sharing best practices, the 35th Military Police Detach-
ment and its civilian counterparts foster a cohesive network
of protection that extends beyond the borders of the instal-
lation. Through ongoing training and preparedness initia-
tives, regular upgrades to equipment and maintenance, and
a commitment to continuous improvement based on lessons
learned and community feedback, Fort Eisenhower contin-
ues to strengthen its protection capabilities. These enhance-
ments are made possible by the dedicated efforts of the 35th
Military Police Detachment and the 222d MWD Detach-
ment, which stand as cornerstones in protecting the security
and resilience of the installation. In upholding the military
police motto of Assist, Protect, Defend, these organizations
demonstrate their unwavering dedication to safeguarding
and supporting the Fort Eisenhower community during cri-
ses, serving as a reliable source of security and assistance.

Captain Wilson is the law enforcement operations officer for the
35th Military Police Detachment. He holds a bachelor’s degree

in history from the Virginia Military Institute, Lexington, and
a master’s degree in homeland security from Liberty University.
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