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A NBW cnalger: The Transiormatlon of.the
'508th/Military;Police, Battallon

By Sergeant First Class Christopher W. Thorp

s the landscapes of military operations evolve, so too
Amust the units and structures that support them. The

508th Military Police Battalion (Detention), Joint
Base Lewis-McChord, Washington, is at the forefront of this
transformation, navigating a shift from its current designa-
tion of a modified table of organization and equipment unit
to its newly established role as a table of distribution and
allowances unit known as the Northwestern Joint Regional
Correctional Facility Battalion. This transition, which will
occur in 2025, marks a pivotal moment in battalion history.
It signifies a change in designation and a redefinition of the
role of the 508th within the U.S. Army.

Founded on a legacy of service and dedication, the 508th
Military Police Battalion enjoys a rich history, dating back
to its inception on 29 July 1921. The unit played crucial roles
in various military operations and deployments over the last
8 decades. From providing security and law enforcement
support in Germany to conducting detainee operations
throughout the Global War on Terrorism, the battalion has
consistently demonstrated its commitment to excellence and
professionalism.

One of the significant changes associated with the up-
coming transition is the inactivation of the 595th and 67th
Military Police Companies. These units, which have served
alongside the 508th Military Police Battalion throughout
the past 2 decades, have immensely contributed to the suc-
cess of Army missions. Whether stationed at home base or
deployed overseas, the contributions of these units to force
protection, detainee operations, and law enforcement have
been invaluable. Although the units are preparing to inacti-
vate, their legacy of service will undoubtedly endure, leaving
an indelible mark on the history of the Military Police Corps
Regiment.

595th Military Police Company

Constituted in August 1943, the 595th Military Police
Company has a proud history of providing security and law
enforcement support in diverse environments. From patrol-
ling the streets of hostile countries to safeguarding critical
infrastructure, the unit has consistently upheld the highest
standards of discipline and integrity. The 595th established
its reputation during conflicts in World War II, the Korean
War, the Vietnam War, and the Global War on Terrorism.
Its inactivation signifies the end of an era characterized by
unwavering dedication and commitment to duty.

67th Military Police Company

Constituted in February 1944, the 67th Military Police
Company, renowned for its rapid-response capabilities and
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tactical proficiency, has played a pivotal role in enhancing
the operational readiness of the 508th Military Police Bat-
talion. Focusing on conducting detainee operations, the com-
pany has earned accolades for its exemplary performance
in challenging environments. The 67th served in Algeria,
Austria, France, and the Middle East during the Global War
on Terrorism. Its inactivation symbolizes the culmination
of a legacy defined by valor and resilience in the face of ad-
versity.

Northwestern Joint Regional Correctional
Facility Battalion

The transformation of the 508th Military Police Battal-
ion to the Northwestern Joint Regional Correctional Facil-
ity Battalion represents a strategic realignment to enhance
operational effectiveness and efficiency within the Military
Police Corps Regiment. With a renewed focus on Army cor-
rectional facility management and rehabilitation, the bat-
talion will meet the evolving challenges of the modern bat-
tlefield.

Asthis transition occurs, the Soldiers of the 508th Military
Police Battalion/Northwestern Joint Regional Correctional
Facility Battalion will continue to remain focused on the
battalion CARE motto of “Committed, Agile, Ready, Ex-
perts.” With these qualities, the Soldiers carry forward the
proud traditions established by their predecessors, ensuring
the safety and security of our Nation and its citizens. The
battalion will continue to uphold the highest standards of
professionalism and integrity while fulfilling its mission to
provide care, custody, and control of the inmates confined
within the Northwestern Joint Regional Correctional Facil-
ity.

As the Soldiers of the 508th prepare to embrace their
new role, they honor the legacy of those who have served
before them while looking forward to the challenges and op-
portunities that lie ahead. With dedication, professionalism,
and a commitment to excellence, the Soldiers of the 508th
Military Police Battalion will make a lasting impact within
the U.S. Army Corrections Command and beyond. ﬁ
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