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A lthough obstacle coordination 
points are not current doctrine, 
this article describes a tactic, 

technique. arid procedure that engi-
neers in the XVIII Airborne Corps 
found useful during the 3rd Infantry 
Division Warfighter Exercise at Fort 
Stewart, Georgia, on 7-12 February 
1999. 

The XVIII Airborne Corps devel- 
oped a Corps-level obstacle plan 
with designated obstacle coordination 
jioirzts in support of the Corps maneu- 
ver plan. By doing so, XVIII Airborne 
Corps engineers ensured coordinated 
obstacle effort throughout the Corps 
sector, which enabled the Corps to 
shape the battlefield and fight one fight 
with massed combat power. In doing 
so, XVlII Airborne Corps forced the 
World Class opposing forces into 
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Corps- and division-level engagement 
areas where they were easily destroyed. 

The doctririal foundation for an 
obstacle coordination point is found in 
the definition of a coordiwaiing point in 
FM 101-5- 1. Oi,erational Ternzs ond 
Gruphics: a control measure that indi- 
cates a specific location for the coordi- 
nation of fires and maneuver between 
adjacent units. The engineer interpreta- 
tion of a coordinating point is a place 
where leaders coordinate their obstacle 
effort across division and Corps bound- 
aries i n  support of the maneuver plan. 

An obstacle coordination point is not 
a point on the ground that dictates 
exactly where obstacles are tied in, but 
rather a graphic-control measure. These 
points can be established at Corps, divi- 
sion, brigade combat team, or task force 
levels. At the Corps level, obstacle 
coordination points are established 
along boundaries (flanks) between divi- 
sions. At the division level, they are 
esteblished along boundaries (flanks) 
between maneuver brigades. 
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The Corps established two obstacle coordination points an 3rd Infantry Oiws$an'snorth-I I 

1, : , . , . .  I . ,  I , ' , ,  ., ! 5 . I . > I . .  . < IIIr.i<iiI . ,  

,0 . , < , I,.. ,.".,<,, i ' , '  T + O. - '  '.. ' '  ' I r' , 1.1s '. . l i  ". I ".I ,  I ,I 

>,,,, .,, ,e,  ,,,,%.,, , I ,  <,,,.,, ,,:,,,. ,, ' : ' .  . i t  ,,..:,,:: ',,e<r,,P.::l , 

The XVIIl Airborne Corps used gradnate of the United Sta1e.i Militari; 
obstacle coordination points to help the Acndmz)', he hold,? a muster's degree in 
commander communicate his intent civil engineering from Brighanl Young 
during defensive operations. They sup- ond is a registe~-ed professional engi-
ported the commander's description of neer i~z Virginia. 
how he wanted to shape the defensive 

Lieutenant Coloi7el Price i.r the
battlefield space, ensured synchronic-
ity of obstacle effort and covering fires, Assistant Corps Engineer; XVI i i I  Air- 

borne Cori~.i .  He is currently del~lnyed 
and accelerated leader involvement. 

to the EUCOM AOR and is serving as 
Established obstacle coordination 

points prevented seams in the obstacle the Branch Cl7ieJ J 3  JOPES Sy? l~or r  

plan (between sectorsiboundaries) and Elenzent. 

eliminated the need to "redesign" por- Cnptoin Pettet is the XVi i IAirborne 
tions of the obstacle effort. This saved Corps Engineer Plans Oficer He is a 
the Co~ps ,  division, and brigades time, graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, 
manpower, and material resources. Y the A i r  Assault and Airborne school.^, 

the Engineer OficerAdvanced Course, 
Colonel Washechek commands tlze 3rl and CAS3 and holds a nzaster's degree 

Irfantty Division's Engineer Brigade. A from the UniverritL. of Missouri-Rolla. 
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