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Historical Background

tered bridges and crossroads, 'on teem-

ing city streets the blue brassard with
the white letters MP is familiar to every
soldier. However, few realize that Military
Policemen are not a recent innovation.

@N grim invasion beaches, on shell bat-

From the very beginnings of military his-

- tory armies have had men to perform military

police duties. The office of *Provost Marshal
has been traced back to the time of the Nor-
man conquest of England in the Eleventh Cen-
tury. In those early days the Provost was ap-
pointed personally by the King to maintain the
safeguard the royal interests, and
handle disciplinary matters. As time went on
he assumed more and more duties of a disci-
plinary nature within the Army, until by the
Qixteenth Century he had become a permanent
member of the military establishment. He was
also provided with assistant provos‘ﬁ marshals
and government-paid troops, which by the
time of Henry VIII were referred to as Pro-
vost Companies. As early as 1611 a provost
marshal was serving in the colony of Virginia,
under a Martial Code drawn up by the Deputy
Governor,

At the beginning of the Revolutionary War

“ the Colonial Army adopted with little change

coutred as Light Dragoons.” At about the
same time, General Washington directed the
Marechausie Corps, commanded by a Captain
Von Heer, to apprehend ‘“Deserters, Maraud-
ers, Drunkards, Rioters and Stragglers’” and
perform -various other basic military police
duties.

Tor nearly 80 years after the Revolution
few references to military law enforcement
personnel have been found. , But in Septem-
ber of 1862 a Provost Marshal General of the
War Department was appointed in the per-

" son of Brigadier General James B. Fry. His

primary function was generally similar to
that of the present Director of Selective Ser-
vice, in operation of the draft laws, but his
subordinates stationed throughout the coun-
try performed many functions of a police na-
ture. They were charged with apprehending
deserters, arresting disloyal ‘persons, inquiring
into and reporting treasonable practices, seiz-

" ing stolen government property, and detecting

the form, titles and administrative procedures

of the British Army. A “Provost Martial,” ac-
cordingly, was appointed “to the army of the
United Colonies” by “His Excellency Genl.
Washington” in January of 1776.

Two years later, by Congressional resolu-
tion, a Provost Corps was established, “to be
mounted on horseback and armed and ac-

spies. To enable them to discharge their du-
ties efficiently they were “guthorized’ to . call
on any available military force within their
respective districts, or else to employ the as-
sistance of citizens, constables, sheriffs, or po-
lice officers....” In addition the Veteran
Reserve Corps was established in 1862 by the
Federal government and charged with per-
forming military police duties and maintain-
ing internal security. The disadvantages of
using personnel unfit for field service were
recognized, but the inability to secure man-

*In military usage the word Provost is always
pronounced «provo.” The “st”’ are silent..
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"power was so severe that fit men could not

be spared for these functions.

By 1866 the Veteran Reserve Corps had been
disbanded, the Office of the Provost Marshal
General abolished, and military police work
again performed by unit commanders. This
situation existed until the entry of the United
States into World War I.

As troops of the American Expeditionary
Forces began to arrive in France in 1917 the
necessity for military police supervision and
control became apparent immediately, A Pro-
vost Marshal was appointed to General Per-
shing’s staff in July 1917, as advisor on pro-
vost marshal and military police matters. On
20 September 1918 Brigadier General Harry
Hill Bandholtz became Provost Marshal Gen-
eral, AEF. After much study and many
recommendations, the éstablishment of a Mili-
tary Police Corps for the duration of the emer-
gency was finally approved by the War De-
partment on 15 October 1918, only one month
before the signing of the Armistice. During

the intervening time military police duties had -

been performed by all types of units, hastily
activated as the necessity arose, ‘without any
special supervision or technical training, Per-
sonnel performing these duties rarely were
required to have special qualifications, being

. selected on a basis of availability and physical

fitness ‘with little regard for mental qualifi-
cations or general suitability. Although upon
establishment of the Military Police Corps
measures were taken immediately to remedy
the serious defects of organization, unsuifa-
bility "of personnel, lack of training, and ab-
sence of approved doctrine, an early end of
hostilities and demobilization of the Army
precluded placing many reforms in effect.

In April 1919, Brigadier General Bandholtz,

still Provost Marshal General of the AEF,

submitted a .report to the War Department
which enumerated in detail the short-comings

of the Military Police Corps and the Provost.

Marshal General’s Department as it then
existed.” General Bandholtz’s long experience
as commander Qf the Philippine Constabulary

made him eminently fitted for evaluating the
merits and faults of the organization. The
remedy to the existing situation was, in the
words of General Bandholtz:

“Maintenance of a specially organized Mili-
tary Police Corps, in our peacetime military
establishment, with units that may be actively
engaged in Military Police duties, particularly
during maneuvers and field training, whose
personnel shall be carefully selected and high-
ly trained, having such Esprit de Corps and
intelligent appreciation of their functions as
will enable the individual Military Police to
perform his often delicate duties with assur-
ance and certainty, yet without offense or em-
barrassment. Then in case of war we will
have the nucleus  to supply instructors for
needed expansion, and trained units to be the

first troops to report at any training area.”

At the request of General Pershing, Gen-
eral -Bandholtz also submitted a proposed Act
of Congress to create and organize a Military
Poljce .Corps. The bill was never enacted into
law, although a Military Police Branch of
the Officers’ Reserve Corps was set up under
the National Defense Act of 1920, and Re-

serve Officers were commissioned outright in .
the Branch from 1921 on.

Several studies were conducted by the War
Department during the next 20 years to plan
for the organization of a Military Police
Corps in the event of another war. Military
police duties required in the beacetime Army,
both in the United States and in overseas pos-
sessions, were performed by officers and en-

" listed men temporarily designated from var-

ious arms and services, and by a few organized
military police units. The commanding of-
ficer of each post, camp or station was re-

"sponsible for the conduct of military person-

nel on pass to communitieg in the vicinity of
the installation. Men from the 'installation
were designated for military police duty as
need required, often on the same basis as the

installation’s interior guard and unit KP’s’

This expedient became recognized as both in-
sufficient and ineffective. )
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The rapid expansion of the Army during
the “limited emergency” of 1940 and 1941
again made obvious the need for a unified and
centrally directed military police organization,
On 31 July 1941 Major General Allen W. Gul-
lion, The Judge Advocate General, was di-
rected by the Secretary of War to establish
the Office of the Provost Marshal General and
to create a Corps of Military Police.

Immediately the newly appointed Provost
Marshal General was confronted with the
lack of uniformity of military police organiza-
tion, training, doctrine and procedures. There
were scattered throughout the United States
and its overseas possessions many groups of
soldiers, of all branches of the service, per-
forming military police functions. These
groups were not uniform in size, dress, or
appearance. No standards were prescribed
for their training. Some of them were on
special duty, some on part-time assignment,
and a small number performing full-time mili-
tary police duty, There was no coordination
of activities, no central directing authority
higher than the Corps Area or overseas De-
partment, no permanent organization, and al-
most no personnel, either commissioned or en-
listed, who had received any special training
in military police functions and duties. The
War Department had no information on the
number of organizations, their size or loca-
tion, by whom they were officered, how they
were being trained, nor, except for newspaper

reports, what they were doing. In short, the
Corps of Military Police had to be created
from almost nothing.

Major General Allen W. Gullion, then the
incumbent Judge Advocate General of the
Army, became on 31 July 1941, the first Pro-
vost Marshal General of the Army of World
War II. Major General Archer L. Lerch (then
Lt. Col.) served as General Gullion’s first Ex-
ecutive Officer and then as his Deputy. In
June 1944, General Gullion* was selected for
the post of G-5 in the European Theater of
Operations and proceeded to his new station.
He was succeeded by Major General Archer
L. Lerch** who, with Brigadier General B.
M. Bryan, was one of the two Assistants
The Provost Marshal General. General Lerch
served as The Provost Marshal General until
appointed Governor General of the American
Sector of Korea in December 1945. General
Bryan who, as Assistant The Provost Mar-
shal General was in charge of the world-wide
American and Enemy Prisoner of War oper-
ations, became The Provost Marshal General
on 3 December 1945. On 16 June 1948, Gen-
eral Bryan was transferred overseas and Major
General Edwin P. Parker succeeded him as
The Provost Marshal General,

*General Gullion returned to the United States in
December 1945 for rg;iremeut and died in June 1946.

s*x(General Lerch died at his post in September
1947 while still Governor General of American oc-
cupied Korea.

Third Army Military Police directing

Germany, 8 March 1945.

Road condition is typical
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in Lusbach,
of forward areas.

traffic at a crossroad



The G1st Military Police Company provides a motorcycle escort for General Mark Clark in Italy.

S Janvary 1945
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OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL

AT THE PEAK OF WORLD WAR II EXPANSION
| JANUARY 1945
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-
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2. OPERATIONS BRANCH 2. EDUCATION BRANGH 2. COORDINATION BRANGH 2. INVESTIGATIONS BRANGH 2.OFFICE OF TEGHNIGAL 2 PUBLIGATIONS BRANGH
. 3 LABOR AND LIAISON BRANGH |- 3 FILM BRANGH ' 3 FIRE PROTEGTION BRANCH || 3. REQUIREMENTS BRANCH 3. SEGURITY OFFIGE 1113 STATISTICS & PROGRESS BRANCH
4 MEDIGAL LIAISON BRANGH 4. PROGRAMS BRANGH 4. SAFETY BRANGH 4. MILITARY CLEARANCE BRANCH
5 FIELD SERVIGE BRANGH |5 ML aovisory BOARD 5 JAPANESE - AMERICAN BRANCH
PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANGISCO
6. SPEGIALIST GROUP 6. TEGH, SERVIGE LIAISON GROUP RS T A .
* NEW YORK, NY
AMERICAN PRISONER OF WAR ENEMY PRISONER OF WAR INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT PROVOST DIVISION MILITARY PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION
INFORMATION BUREAU INFORMATION BUREAU* REVIEW BOARD DIVISION
|. CORRESPONDENGE  BRANGH ’ ’
I REGORDS BRANCH 2 REPORTING BRANGH PANELS : L APPREHENSION BRANCH 1. OFFICERS BRANGH 1 GIVILIAN PERSONNEL BRANCH
2. GORRESPONDENGE BRANGH ’ WASHINGTON , D.C. Lz. CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 2. ENLISTED & ORDERS BRANGH||]2 FISCAL & SUPPLY BRANCH
3. REVIEW BRANCH 3 GERMAN RECORDS BRANGH GHIGAGO, ILL. BRANGH 3. REGORDS BRANCH 7 3.MAIL & RECORDS BRANGH
4 ALIEN ENEMY BRANGH 4. ITALIAN MAIL 8 REGORDS BR. NEW YORK, N.Y. 4. PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL'S 4 PRISONER OF WAR FINANGE
5 PROPERTY BRANGH REPLACEMENT POOL,FORT SAM BRANGH
. : HOUSTON , TEXAS
5 GERMAN POSTAL UNIT, POW CAMP,
HEARNE, TEXAS ‘i‘lérglg | INSTAL =
SCORT GEORGE G_MEADE,MD.
MILITARY POLICE ' ' '
DIVISION .

1. OPERATIONS BRANGH
2 ORGANIZATION BRANCH
3 TRAINING BRANGH . . .

4. ADYISORY-LIALSON BRANCH
RT SAM HOUSTON, TEXAS ) ) ’

5. MILITARY POLICE BOARD
FORT SAM HOUSTON, TEXAS




OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL

THE POST—~WORLD WAR IT ORGANIZATION
| APRIL 1948

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE
PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL
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DEPUTY
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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-
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Procurement of Personnel

of Military Police was provided by trans-
ferring into it all officers and enlisted
men who had been’ doing military police work
as 'a principle duty, and by the designation as
Corps of Military Police of those units then

THE nucleus of the newly formed Corps

h being utilized for military police duties. Plans

were made for the transfer in from other

" branches of service of officers and enlisted men

who were deemed to have aptitude for military
police work by reason of past civilian experi-
ence or general background, In addition to
these, many qualified specialists were com-
missioned direct from civil life. The Military
Police School, originally named the Provost
Marshal General’s School, was established to
provide refresher and specialist training in
military policé subjects, and later an officer
candidate course was instituted for the train-
ing and commissioning of enlisted military
policemen. Tables of Organization and
Equipment best suited for military police
needs were developed and perfected.
Military police battalions and separate num-
bered companies were organized for internal
security missions, such as guarding installa-
tions, vital to the war effort, against the pos-

sibility of fifth column or airborne attacks. -

Post, camp or station military police compan-

ies and aviation " military police companies’

were organized to perform military police -

tunctions in the Zone of the Interior and at

" fixed and semi-fixed 1nstallat10ns of commun-
‘ication zones.

A special type of military police unlt was
required tp process prisoners of war under

the provisions of the Geneva Convention of
1929. To meet this need the Military Police
“Prisoner of War Processing Company” was
devised to receive, search and process prison-
ers of war, to make permanent records and
reports and to furnish to the Prisoner of
War Information Bureau,.which was estab-
lished in The Provost Marshal General’s Of-
fice in Washington, the information as re-
quired by the-Geneva Convention, In the
further interest of proper custodial handling .
of prisoners of war the Military Police “Es-
cort Guard Company” was developed.  Its
mission was to take charge of the captured
enemy after thelr processing, to administer
evacuation camps to escort POW’s to com-
munication zones or overseas destinations, to
set up prisoners of war camps and to guard
them during their employment in industry or

‘agriculture.

Criminal Investigation Detachments were
developed in varying sizes and strengths to
fit field requirements for criminal mvestlga-
tion. -
Meanwhile, as the ‘war progressed, many
other important functions and duties were as-
signed to The Provost Marshal General in ad-
dition to staff supervision over the Corps of
Military Police, including implementation of
the War Department’s Internal Security Pro-
gram for the entire continental Umted States.

Upon activation of the Corps of "Military
Police on 26 September 1941 all posts, camps,
and stations in the Army  were required to
report to The Adjutant General by name and
grade, all officers and enlisted men who had



been doing military police work as a principal
duty, and by designation all units then being
utilized for military police duties. Such per-
sonnel and organizations were thereupon
automatically ordered into the Corps and thus
became its nucleus,

Officer personnel, both training and oper-
ational, was procured by several means. Re-
serve officers from all branches, principally
infantry, were called to active duty and as-
signed to the CMP. Former reserve officers

were reappointed and assigned. Former com- -

missioned veterans of World War I were re-
quested to apply for reappointment direct
from civil life. The Provost Marshal General
was authorized to recommend for appointment
100 officers from civil life without military

experience but possessing background and ex-

perience as criminal investigators. Later,
many civilians with little or no military ex-
perience but who possessed qualifications
which appeared to be desirable for certain
types of military police work, were commis-
sioned. The procurement was extended later
to .include applicants with outstanding ecivil
qualifications who had served during World
War I as noncommissioned officers, and also
noncommissioned officers of the . Regular
Army with eight years of consecutive service,

" four of which were in a noncommissioned

grade. From these sources some 4000 officers
were procured during the war.

-From time to time officers were transferred
to the CMP from branches where over-

strength existed. An example of this was

the transfer of a large number of officers
from Coast Artillery Corps barrage-balloon
units, which were no longer needed on the
West Coast and had been deactivated. By

31 December 1943, the officer personnel of
the CMP had grown to 8116, by the end of
1944, to 8757, and by 1 July 1945, to 9003.
A serious shortage of officers was a con-
tinuous problem of the Corps. In December
1942, the ratio of officers to enlisted men in
the Corps was 3.9 percent, as compared with
the ratio of 7.5 percent in the Army as a
whole. By June 1943, the ratio of the Corps
had dropped to 3.1 while the rest of the Army
had increased to 7.8 percent. As of March
1945, the ratio in the Corps was 4.6, compared

“with an overall ratio .in, the Army of 11 per-

cent.

Procurement of military police enlisted per-
sonnel was accomplished initially by the fol-
lowing methods: by the automatic activation
of Services of Supply military police units
from miscellaneous organizations already

functioning, assignment of fillers from the -
‘various components- of the Enlisted Reserve,

transfer from other arms and services, and
by assignment from reception. centers and
basic training camps, Fillers for the Mili-

tary Police Replacement Training Center,

activated at Fort Riley, Kansas, and later
moved to Fort Custer, Michigan, were selec-
tees shipped direct from reception centers.

Considerable difficulty was experienced in
maintaining static personnel in Service Com-
mand military police units because of fre-
quent calls for cadres and because other
branches preparing for overseas duty were
being  filled with general service personnel.
Untrained limited-service personnel were too
often dumped into military- police units. There
is the instance of the Escort Guard Company
which suffered an 800 percent turnover in
personnel.
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Training Activities of Provost Marshal General

stitution engaged in the formal training
of military police. Although the provost
marshals of the various posts, camps, stations
and air installations throughout the country
operate on-the-job training programs for their
military police personnel, these programs are
not in position to provide the thorough and
inclusive training of officers and enlisted
specialists that is presented by TMPS in mili-
tary police work. - .
The School was established 15 January
1942 at Fort Myer, Virginia as “The Provost
Marshal General’s School.” Subsequently, it
was moved to Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia; Fort
Custer, Michigan; Fort Sam Houston, Texas;
Camp Bullis, Texas and in November 1946,
to Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, at which
time it was redesignated “The Military Police
School.”
 The reestablishment of Selective Service
legislation in 1948 and the expansion of the
Army created additional demand for trained
Military Police officers and men. As the
facilities available at Carlisle Barracks were
inadequate to handle the greatly expanded
training load, The Military Police School moved
to Camp Gordon, Georgia in November 1948.
The School’s first class at Fort Myer was
composed of 216 officer students, a majority
of whom had held commissions in World War
I. The initial mission was to train a continu-
ous stream of officers, already familiar with
general military subjects, in the special and
technical aspects of military police work.
Due to the critical shortage of Military

THE Military Police School is the only in-

Police officers at the outbreak of World
War II, their procurement and training
became a matter of great urgency. Mobili-
zation plans called for almost immediate acti-

vation of 51 ZI military police battalions, but

trained officers did not exist either to com-
mand or to act as instructors. The only avail-
able nucleus was (1), those officers who had
been doing military police work at posts,

camps and stations, many of them on a part- -

time basis only; and (2), the officers of the
38 MP battalions and 4 MP companies which
were performing full-time MP duties. To
augment this small group The Provost Mar-
shal General was given authority to commis-
sion civilians, and so, beginning in December
1941, applications for commissions were so-
licited from former World War I officers,
former Reserve officers, and from enlisted
men of the Regular Army with eight consecu-
tive years of service, four of them in a non-
commissioned grade, These categories all re-
quired definite training in MP work and this
training became even more urgent when com-

missioning was later extended to include civil- -

ians without military experience but who were
otherwise qualified as law enforcement offi-

cers, investigators and lawyers. Upwards of

50,000 applications were screened with the re-
sult that in the first six months 1395 appli-
cants were commissioned in the Corps. The
fina] total from this source was approximately
4000. - '

With this tremendous growth of the Corps,
increased facilities were essential, so in June
1942, after only six months at Fort Myer, the
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Upper Left: An American Military Police and a eivilian policeman eooperat ed in the apprehension of this civilian suspect. Lower Left: A Military Police
of the 202nd Military Police Company on guard at Headquarters, United Sta tes Forces in Awustrie. Upper Right: American Military policeman direets traffie
in Vienna, Lower Right: Military Police traffic control point along the Burma road utilizes field telephones to keep traffic moving to forward bases.
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School was moved to Fort Oglethorpe, Geor-
gia, and the curriculum was expanded to of-
fer four courses to meet varying needs, name-
ly, (1) Refresher Course for re-commissioned
officers, (2) Advanced Course for officers
with military police experience, (3) Investi-
gators Course .embracing both criminal and
loyalty investigations, and (4) Officer Can-
didate School to provide needed junior offi-
cers, With the formation of this combined
school the enrollment increased to 1000 in
the OCS, 600 in the Advanced and Refresher
courses, and 200 in the Investigators Course.
During the five months July to November
1942 inclusive, the School graduated 611 OCS
students, 1183 in the Refresher classes and
373 in the Advanced, -

A steady increase in the scope of tralmng
necessitated moving the School to Fort Cus-
ter, Michigan in Decémber 1942, in order to
embrace within one area the related training
programs of The Provost Marshal General
viz., The Provost Marshal General’s School,
The Military Police Replacement Training
Center (transferred from Fort Riley, Kansas),
and a new Military Police Unit Training Cen-
ter. This combined installation' was desig-
nated as ‘“The Provost Marshal General’s
. Training Center.” The size and 1mportance
" of this Center is indicated by the fact that
during ‘the year 1948 over 46,000 men com-
pleted training in various courses for officers,
officer candidates, enlisted specialists, en-
listed replacements and units in training. An
out of the ordinary project was the training
" of Military Government-Civil Affairs officers
in two different types of courses; one was
known as the Specialists—Civil Affairs
School and the other the Company Officers
Course, from which there were graduated
1849 and 784 officers, respectively.

of two obstacle courses, two bayonet courses,
firing ranges, demolition area, and anti-per-

sonnel mine and booby trap area, traffic con-
trol course, a simulated ship for landing-net

practice, and a complete v111age for street

flghtlng
By May 1945, the termination date of the

last class in the Officers Advanced Course,

1510 officers had been graduated. In March
1948, the last Refresher class entered the
School, and upon its completion a new course
was substituted designated as Officers Basic
Course from which 863 officers graduated be-
tween May 1943 and January 1945.

The quality of the student officers attend-
ing the School is demonstrated by the fact that,
while thousands graduated, only a very. small
percentage of the enrollment failed. This is
believed attributable to the fact that officers
were selected for attendance at this School on
a basis of past experience and of a background

- indicative of ability.

The academic division of the PMG School

was divided into nine departments of instruc-
tion: basic, weapons, tactics, police adminis-
tration, military government, traffic, criminal
investigation, law and administration, and
physical training. The training facilities were
set up with great care and consisted, in part,

12

.of The Military Police School.

During the years 1942 to 1944 inclusive, the
individual training of enlisted personnel in the
School was as investigators and military gov-
ernment specialists. The purpose of the in-
vestigators course, as its name implies, was
to train specially selected enlisted men for in-
vestigative work, both in personnel security
and in criminal matters involving, or com-
mitted upon, military personnel. Reports
from overseas theaters and from service com-
mands amply justify the conclusion that the
trained enlisted investigators have performed
outstanding jobs in subversive and criminal
activities, pilferage and black-market opera-
tions investigations,

The unprecedented demands of the war for
military police imposed an enormous burden
and strain upon the personnel and facilities
The size of
its task and the extent to which it met the
challenge is demonstrated by the fact that dur-
ing its six years of operation the School has
trained as of 1_July 1948, a total of 30,700
officers and enlisted men, the officers being
trained in all phases of provost marshal duties
and the enlisted men in military police work,




Upper Left: AMilitary Police of the T13ih Military Police Battalion hold the “retreat” eevemony in the garden of Presi-
dent Truwman's residenee during the “Tri-Partite Conference” at Polsdam, Germany. Lower Left: Military Police
directing traffic during the Ardennes counter-offensive—Belgnm, December 1944, Upper Right: Military policeman
on guard over supplies in the Pacific Theater. Lower Right: Third Army Military Police on patrol in weeupied Germany.




including investigative techniques. In this per-
iod, the CMP OCS graduated and commissioned
in the Corps a total of 4457 Officer Candidates.
Navy personnel has also been trained in the

~School from time to time, a total of 1612 hav-

ing taken the various courses as of 1 July 1948,
In 1946 War Department plans for acceler-

was created for operational investigative ac-

- tivities in the Army on 14 June 1945, at Fort

Sam Houston,- Texas, under the administra-
tive supervision of the Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, Branch Office of The Provost Marshal

- General.

ated training of the Army of the United States

indicated the tremendous demands that would
be made on the Service Schools. It soon be-
. came apparent that the Resident School could
not accommodate physically the expanding
civilian components, nor even in its entirety
our own small branch of the regular forces.
Thus became evident the need for a supple-
mental method of instruction through self-
study correspondence courses,

In order to meet this need, The Provost Mar-
shal General on 19 September 1946 directed
the establishment of Department of Army
Extension Courses at The Military Police
School. However, it was not until 1 December
1946, on completion of the move of the School

from Camp Bullis, Texas, to Carlisle Barracks,
'Pa, that permanent operations commenced.
There were at that time no enrolled students
and no completed subcourses.

The assigned mission is to train by extension
courses officers and enlisted men in' the Or-
ganized Reserve and the National Guard who
are unable to attend the Resident School.

~ From November 1946 to July 1948 5,000
students were enrolled. The student body of
this Non-resident School, includes RA, NG,
OR and Philippine Scouts, and numbers its

students from every State in the US and every .

overseas theater. The Testing and Grading
Branch currently handles between 800 and
1,000 lessons weekly.

The growth of scopes and subjects has kept
pace with the enrollment. The original Pros-
pectus of December 1946 set up 55 subcourses
of 834 hours of instruction from the 10 through
the '60 Series. 'The Prospectus of 1 April
1948 provides for 95 subcourses of 1580 hours
of instruction, It includes C&GSC subcourses
in the 50 and 60 Series.

The Secientific Investigations Laboratory
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Soon after the Provost Marshal General’s
School was activated at Fort Myer, Va., in
December 1941, definite need became appar-
ent for a laboratory to evaluate, analyze, and
identify the many materials, substances, and
exhibits submitted by investigators operating
in the field. : ‘

The Criminal Investigation Department of

-the School received requests continually - for

identification and chemical analysis. This ne-
cessitated assigning these problems to staff

and faculty members who in.addition to their -

principal duties as instructors, devoted many
extra hours to laboratory problems with little
or no equipment to perform the necessary tests.

Overseas orders and separation from the
Army of qualified specialists occasioned rapid
changes in the personnel of the CI Depart-
ment through the years, Simultaneously there
was a noticeable increase in the case load. It
became imperative that a suitable laboratory
be established on a continiling basis to carry
on the work. With the formal creation of the
laboratory, consisting of a limited amount of

equipment, one civilian micro-analyst, and the -
full-time assignment of some specially quali-.

fied officers, facilities became available in
June 1945, to carry on the scientific investiga-
tions work in an orderly and effective manner.

In March 1946, the .laboratory was trans-
ferred from control of the branch office of the
PMGO to the Provost Marshal General’s School
which, though the laboratory remained
a direct agency of the PMGO made it an ad-
junct to the instructional facilities of the

School, enabling- all student investigators to -

be given an opportunity to observe and dis-
cuss many and varied types of “evidence.
Emphasis has been placed on the proper
method of identifying, obtaining, preserving,
and transmitting exhibits to the Laboratory
for analysis and report. This is stressed
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because those experienced in " the field
of criminology know that many well prepared
and presented cases have been lost due to im-
proper or careless observance of basic rules
and common sense in the protecting and hand-
ling of vital, delicate evidence,
two and one-half years of its establishment,
the Laboratory handled 551 actual
involving both ZI and overseas investigations.
These cases necessitated 778 separate labora-
tory examinations with reports in detail to sub-
mitting agencies. Investigators representing
all branches of the armed forces and in every
theater are submitting exhibits for identifica-
tion and analysis. Trained examiners from

 the Laboratory are prepared to appear at

courts-martial in the ZI to give oral testimony
in the capacity of “experts.”

The Laboratory has adopted a Standing
Operating Procedure in retaining photograph-
ic records of all exhibits, many of which in-
volve special photographic techniques, such as
infra-red and ultra-violet reproductions. The
X-ray is employed often on opaque objects and
materials.
of dust, soil and residues is common, supple-
mented by photomicrography showing results
of the examination and the basis for opinion
being reported, Handwriting and finger-
print identification comprise a large percent-
age of all evidence received at the Laboratory.

The Scientific Investigations Laboratory,
which continues to operate under the general
supervision of The Provost Marshal General
and the administrative supervision of The
Military Police School, has on display many
exhibits of actual cases, depicting evidence
that has been developed, prepared and used
in the presentation of criminal cases within
the Army. The display room is open to all
interested personnel during each working day
and students are given extra periods of in-
struction, with explanations to clarify prob-
lems not covered in detail during the lecture
period of the training course.

The facilities of the Laboratory are avail-
able for use by all three branches of the arjmed

In the first-

Micro-analysis of minute particles

cases .
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forces. In additiofl to the Laboratory’s pri-
mary function of serving the entire Army of-
the United States and the United States Air
Forces, including the National Guard and Or-
ganized Reserve components of both, assist-
ance has on many occasions been rendered
Federal, State and Municipal police agencies.

The Military Police Board was activated in
January 1942; and has been physically logated
at the same stations as the Military Police
School. Its operations, however, are under
the direct supervision and control of the Pro-
vost Marshal General’s Office. The mission
of the Board is to plan, prepare and assist in.
the production of training films and film

strips, field "and technical manuals, training -
“bulletins and visual training aids; to make

service tests of military police equipment and
to conduct research for the improvement of
such equipment. Among its outstanding
achievements -were the development of vehic-
ular radio systems for posts, camps, and sta-
tions and initiating development of the “base-
ball” grenade. Its operating procedures are
similar to that of the Boards of other arms '
and services.

. The Advisory-Liaison Branch, formerly
known as the Inspection Branch, was origi-
nally located in The Provost Marshal General’s
Office, but subsequent to 1943, has operated
from the same stations as the Military Police
School. - During hostilities the primary mis-
sion of the Branch was to inspect military
police units, selected for movement overseas,
to determine their degree of training and for
compliance with general requirements for
overseas movement, It also made periodical
inspections of other military police. units in
the Zone of the Interior and made recommen-
dations to improve their efficiency.

- Military government in a highly specialized
form came into being in this war as a mili-
tary essential. Occupation of territories be-
came to the Allies a problem of tremendous
magnitude. An enemy who is beaten back or
defeated usually leaves behind him ruin, chaos
and confusion. Local government is usually




July 1944

17

Cherbourg, France

streets of

the

throwgh

traffic

direet

Military Police



non-existent, vital public services have been
destroyed, the civil " population is without
shelter, and food supplies, if not exhausted,
are limited. The entire economy of the re-
gion is paralyzed. The stage is set for dis-
ease, famine, and riot,

Obviously, the victorious commander finds
that such a condition immediately behind his
combat line constitutes a very grave danger.
The hostile population may attempt sabotage,
or interference with his supplies and commu-
nications, and may even aid or assist the en-
emy. Such a situation automatically imposes
a dual responsibility upon the commander:
he must insure first the continuity of his tac-
tical success and, at the same time, he must
render assistance to the civilian population to
the extent consistent with military necessity.
It is the discharge of this dual responsibility
which is the realm of military government.

It is known that the military commander,

who under international law is the military

governor, needs skilled assistants in pub-
lic utilities, public. safety and health, commu-
nications, money and banking, transportation,

-finance, agriculture, and governmental ad-
. ministration.

After continued advocacy by
Major General Allen W, Gullion, the then Pro-
vost Marshal General, that personnel be
trained in advance to meet these future needs,

he, as The Provost Marshal General, was di-

rected to train an undetermined number of
military government and civil affairs officers.
The program was initiated by a ‘directive
from G-1 of the War Department, received on
6 January 1942, under which The Provost
Marshal General was made responsible - for
training officers for future military govern-

ment duty. This was implemented further by -

directives of 9 February and 13 March 1942,

and pursuant to these directives the School of
Military Government was opened on 11 May
1942 at the University of -Virginia. Fifty
officers were enrolled as students. The Army
was now embarked upon a program unlike
anything ever attempted before.

This was a modest beginning for a task that
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ultimately trained 6056 Army and Navy offi-
cers and which employed, in addition to the
School of Military Government, the facilities
of 10 civilian universities; namely, Harvard,
Yale, Pittsburgh, Michigan, Chicago, North-
western, Wisconsin, Stanford, Western Re-
serve and Boston and four Army schools, The -
PMG Training Center at Fort Custer, the
Security Intelligence School at Chicago, the
Staging Area School at Camp Reynolds, Penn-
sylvania, and the post-graduate instruction at
the Civil Affairs Staging Area (CASA) at
the Presidio of Monterey, California.

The early directives limited the student en- .
rollment of the School of Military Govern-
ment to 100 officers every four months, or
a total annual capacity of 300. Although in
1942, personnel statistics for foreign military
occupations were meagre it was known, for
instance that the German Government General
of Poland was employing at least 7000. In
contrast, the School of Military Government
had a capacity of 300 per year for the produc-

tion of civil affairs personnel for widely dis--

persed areas of potential occupation.  This
small number was grossly inadequate for the
task in prospect. This was called to the at-
tention of the War Department by The Pro-
vost Marshal General in June 1942, and re-
sulted in an increased monthly outpuf at the

‘School of Military Government to 150, and

ultimately authorized an increase of monthly
production of the Civil Affairs Training
Schools from 100 to 500, It thus came about
that, whereas in the first full year of the pro-
gram (May 1942 to May 1943) fewer than
300 trained officers were produced, in the last
four months of 1943, the accelerated program
produced more than 2000 officers.

Viewed generally, the program fell into two
main channels, viz., (1) training for the North
African and FEuropean Theaters and (2)
training for the Far East. ’

The North African and European Theater
phases resulted 'in the training of 3700 offi- -
cers between 11 May 1942 and 22 April 1944,
on which date the last Civil Affairs Training



School for the European Theater terminated
its course. Three types of courses achieved
this result. The first method was four (later
reduced to three) months of training at the
School of Military Government. The second
method was known as the Specialists—Civil

Affairs Training Schools which provided a 30-

day training period at The Provost Marshal
General’s School, Fort Custer, Michigan, fol-
lowed by a three (later reduced to two)
months’ -course at one of the ten civilian uni-
versities, The final method was the Company
Officers Course at The Provost Marshal Gen-
eral’s School consisting of intensive training
for thirty days (subsequently increased to
sixty).

The Far East phase of the training program
was initiated in April 1944, and resulted in
the training of 2856 officers. The . pattern
conformed closely to that of the Specialists—
Civil Affairs Training School Course for the
European Theater except that all officers at-
tended the School of Military Government,
Charlottesville, Virginia, for an initial period
of six weeks, subsequently increased to eight
weeks, following which they proceeded to one

sonnel, it was realized very early that large
numbers of enlisted men* would also be needed
for duties in occupied areas. In December
1942, the Military Government Division recom-
mended that area and language studies be in-
cluded in the Army Specialized Training Pro-
gram. This was done. A Military Govern-
ment Enlisted Course was established at the
same time at the Provost Marshal General’s
School. Monthly quotas of 100 men were ob-
tained, from among enlisted personnel on duty

with Military Police, units, for classes of 8

weeks duration. - Upon graduation these men

were earmarked for assignment with Military

Police units scheduled for shipment overseas
and for duty with civil affairs,

Because of the availability of the enlisted

~ graduates of the Military Government.Enlisted

of six civilian universities for a six months’

. “language and area” course.

Early in 1946, when it became apparent
that large numbers of officers then on duty
overseas in military government assignments
would be released from active duty, steps were
initiated looking toward the preparation of
trained replacements. War Department: Cir-
cular 97, dated 30 March 1946, authorized the
creation of a School for Government of Occu-
pied Areas at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania,
under the jurisdiction' of The Provost Mar-
shal General. Between 13 May and 31 Octo-
ber 1946, four classes of three weeks’ duration
each and a fifth class of six weeks were con-
ducted. A total of 1980 students were trained,
of which 14 were civilians, under orders for
the European or Pacific areas, ‘

Although the primary concern of The Pro-
vost Marshal General’s Military Government
Training Program was ‘to train officer per-
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Course and the “language and area courses”
of the ASTP, it was possible to obtain sub-
stantial numbers of enlisted men with desired
qualifications for civil affairs purposes in the
Mediterranean and European Areas.

In the beginning field commanders were
both skeptical and unenthusiastic about the
military government idea.

trained civil affairs officers due to the French

in North Africa becoming a co-belligerent..

Hence, having no opportunity to prove their
value, when the first increments arrived in
North Africa for the Sicilian invasion they
were received with some misgivings. Fol-
lowing the " Sicilian and Italian campaigns,
however, there was a complete reversal of
these attitudes and civil affairs officers were
urgently requested in large numbers by thea-
ter commanders,

In the Far East, even less interest was man-
ifested than originally displayed in North Af-
rica. However, shortly prior to the Leyte in-
vasion a training school for selected officer
and enlisted personnel of the Southwest Paci-
fic Forces, was established at Oro Bay, New
Guinea, staffed by graduates of the School of
Military Government and the Civil Affairs
Training Schools. In addition, 200 carefully

The North Afri- .
can campaign unexpectedly had no use for
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Refugees wait at a crossroad for a signal from this Tih Avmy Military Policeman. If not controlled, refugees can easily block vital traffie moving o the front,



selected officers ‘were, before completion of
their classes in the States, shipped by No. 1

©air priority to constitute the nucleus for the
Philippine Civil Affairs units. They acquitted

themselves with credit, later moving into Japan
and Korea as experienced veterans in mili-
tary government,

In at least two instances the Army and Navy

- were jointly involved in the training of civil.

affairs personnel. The Navy, then being re-
sponsible for the- Pacific Ocean Areas (the
many islands and Formosa), opened The Navy
School for Military Government at Princeton
University in October 1944, and requested the
Army to make available 700 Army officers
for training at that school and for further

“assignment to civil affairs duties. ’fhe, Navy’s

request was approved and the first increment
of 850 Army officers was sent to the school
in three groups for classes commencing in
October, November and December 1944. A
change in Pacific plans subsequently excepted
Formosa which made attendance unnecessary
for the other 350 Army officers.

Experience gained from the European
Theater indicated that trained civil affairs per-
sonnel destined for the Far East should be
assembled well in advance of the Theater’s
needs, Consequently it was planned that an
advance holding and staging area for such per-

.. sonnel should be established in Hawaii. How-

ever, due to a lack of facilities in that area,
initially Fort Ord, and later the Presidio of
Monterey were activated as the Civil Affairs
Staging Area (referred to as CASA), at which

both Army and Navy personnel were assem-.

bled for shipment, and for additional training
in the interim. The operations at CASA as a
joint Army-Navy activity with the resultant
dual command were worked out smoothly, and
during its existence shipment was made to the
Far East of approximately 2,400 Army and
700 Navy officers, 3,500 Army and 400 Navy
enlisted men.

One conclusion is therefore certain—despite-

the skepticism both within and without the
Army at the beginning, military government
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and civil affairs personnel are now firmly
established as a necessary component of our
Army. .

The Military Police Officer Candidate
School was established in July 1942, at Fort
Oglethorpe, Georgia. Prior to that time the
Corps sent officer candidates from existing
military police .units to the Cavalry and In-
fantry -officer candidate schools. The special
training which these candidates required in
military police techniques was provided by a
program of technical subjects offered at these

‘two scheols and taught by military police of-

ficers sent there for the purpose. With the
establishment of its own school, the Corps no
longer was obliged to rely upon -outside ser-
vice schools, and its graduates became the pri-
mary source of its officer strength.

In March 1942, 100 officer ecandidates
selected from MP units were enrolled in a spe-
cial class at the Cavalry OCS. Ninety-five of
them graduated and were commissioned in the
Corps. This was the only class to attend the
Cavalry School, Another 150 officers were
obtained by enrolling candidates in classes at
the Infantry OCS during April and May 1942,

The classes of the MPOCS, after the first,
were lengthened in order to allow sufficient
time to train the candidates in the many tech-
nical.phases of MP work. In the early days
of the OCS, military police units were few
and small and consequently offered a limited
field from which selection of candidates could
be made. As a result candidates were drawn
from all branches of the Army. However, ef-

fort was made to select men who had been-

doing military police work or whose civilian
experience was such that they were potentially
qualified as MP officers.
gradually- remedied itself with the activation
of more MP units and the opening of the
Military Police Replacement Training Center,

Normally, there were 800 to 1000 candidates
in training at any one time. Between 1 July
1942 and 30 June 1944, a total of 3340 students
were graduated from the OCS and commis-
sioned in the CMP. For the same period the

This condition



total of non-graduates was 719. Due to the
quality of training at the OCS, officers com-
missioned in the Corps were, on the average,
highly qualified to hold commissions. Gradu-
ates were generally earmarked for overseas
duty, but first were given three months duty
either as a training officer at the Military
Police Replacement Training Center or with
a service command unit.

Early in 1942, it was realized that there
would be a great need for Military Police
trained replacements. The Provost Marshal
General, in March of 1942, was authorized to
establish a Replacement Training Center with
a capacity of six thousand. The site selected
was a section of the Cavalry Replacement
Training Center at Fort Riley, Kansas. In
April of 1942, officers and cadres reported
and established the Training Center, In May
of that year the replacements arrived and the

course in Military Police training was started.

This Military Police Replacement Training
Center, in addition to training in all the re-
quired Infantry basic training subjects, in-
cluded those phases peculiar to the Corps of
Military Police:—subjects such as, Traffic
Control, Town Patrol, Protection of Command
Posts, Control of Prisoners of War, the Pro-
tection of Vital Installations, and Military
Police Tactics for Domestic Disturbances.
Upon completion, the trainees were classified
according to their age, aptitude and physical
standards, for assignment to tactical Military
Police, Z1 Battalions and Prisoner of War Es-
cort Companies. In May 1943, the Military
Police Replacement Training Center at Fort
Riley was moved to the Provost Marshal Gen-
eral’s Training Center at Fort Custer, Michi-
gan, and allied with the Unit Training Cen-
ter and the Provost Marshal General’s School.

Second Tnfantry Division Militory Police laoking for concealed enemy shipers

who have just fired on them.

Trevieres, France—I15 June
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Military policemen of the 528th Military Police Service Company checking passes during a scarch for AWOL's, at Bad Nauheim. Germany—9 April 1947




Chapter \

Unit Training Center

HE Provost Marshal General’s Unit

I Training Center was established in No-
vember 1942 at Fort Custer, Michigan

with the mission of organizing, equipping, and
training military police units for overseas and
* Zone of Interior assignments. The organiza-
tion of the Unit Training Center consisted of
a headquarters and four training regiments.
The number of training battalions in each
regiment varied from two to six, depending
on the number of units in training. Basic
training was conducted by unit officers under
supervision of regimental and battalion offi-

cers. Technical military police instruction and -

specialist training was conducted by regimen-
tal and battalion instructors.

During the period November 1942 to October
1944, The Unit Training Center organized,

equipped and trained 10 Military Police Bat-

talions (ZI), 210 Escort Guard Companies,
11 Military Police Companies, Aviation PC&S,
12 Military Police Companies (ZI) and 4
Prisoner of War Processing Companies and,
in addition, conducted refresher training for

50 sepé.rate Military Police Units of similar

types in preparation for overseas assignment.

Eleven  Military Police Companies, Aviation
PC&S, were organized, equipped, and trained
for the Air Forces in June 1943. Eleven Anti-
Aircraft Artillery Battalions were received at
the Unit Training Center in September 1943
for inactivation and reorganization into Mili-
tary Police Escort Guard Companies. Officer
and - non-commissioned officer schools were
conducted by the regimental staff to train
these newly assigned officers and NCOs in
Military Police activities. ‘

The successful accomplishment of the train-
ing mission by The Provost Marshal General’s
Unit Training Center is evidenced by the fact
that every unit reached its readiness date for
overseas -shipment and passed the POM in- .

_spection with" a very creditable geffjciency

rating.

The Unit Training Center was discontinued
in October 1944 when the overseas require-
ments for Military Police units were completed.
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’ Chaphteri V.

Development of Units

battalions organized were based largely

upon the organization of similar infan-
try units. The first Tables of Organization and
Equipment prepared by the Office of The Pro-
vost Marshal General made many changes, in-
* cluding traffic control and police platoons, and
investigative detachments, to mention only a
few. The amount of organic motor transporta-
tion was greatly increased in order to make the
battalion or separate numbered company a
highly-mobile striking force for use in an
emergency. This was regarded as particularly
necessary in the Zone of the Interior because
of the absence of National Guard units, then
in Federal service. The ZI battalions particu-
larly became the Service Command Command-
er’'s “combat troops.”

THE first military police éompanies and

T/O 19-217, Military Police Company, Avi- -

ation, Post, Camp or Station, was published
1 May 1942, as the basis for a military police
unit organized, equipped, and trained to per-
form normal military police functions at posts,
camps, and stations in the Zone of the Interior,
" and at fixed and semi-fixed installations of
communications zones. This unit contained
patrol sections, both dismounted and motor-
ized, a desk and record section, a traffic and
gate section, and a criminal investigation sec-
tion. The table of organization was such that
additional sections could be added to meet vary-
ing requirements. ‘
eral Staff restricted use of this table to over-
. seas units.  Military police units at posts,
camps and stations in the Zone of the Interior
were organized consequently as Service Com-

The War Department Gen--

mand units from bulk allotments of personnel.

It became evident in early 1942, that a spe-
cial type military police unit would be neces-
sary to process prisoners of war. Under the
provisions of the Geneva Convention of 1929
prisoners of war were required to give cer-

tain essential information to the capturing

power. This was obtained by interrogating
photographing, fingerprinting, and -by physi-
cal examination. To meet this need, T/O 19-
237, Military Police Prisoner of War Proces-
sing Company, was published 11 August 1942,

The function of this unit was to receive,

~search, and process prisoners of war, make

permanent records and reports, and to fur-
nish required information to the Prisoner of
War Information Bureau of the Provost Mar-
shal General’s Office. The company was so
organized that each of its three platoons could
operate independently. One of these com-
panies was, normally, attached to each army.

A revision of Army Regulations 310-60, 23
August 1945, provided for the consolidation
of Tables of Organization and of Tables of
Equipment into the combined “Tables of Or-
ganization and Equipment.” The Command-

_ing General, Army Ground Forces, was as-
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signed the responsibility of preparing these
tables for military police units assigned to
divisions, corps, and armies. The Provost Mar-
shal General retained the responsibility .for
breparation of the following tables for the
Corps of Military Police: 19-55, 19-56, and
19-57, Military Police Battalion and compon-
ents, and separate numbered companies; 19-
47, Military Police: Escort Guard Company;
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19-217, MP Co,. Aviation, Post, Camp or Sta-
tion and 19-237, Military Police Prisoner of
War Processing Company.

As the war progressed it was found neces-
sary to develop several new types of units to
accomplish specific missions. Mountain, light,
armored, and airborne diyisions

tion of the war. Tables of Organization for
military police platoons to function with these
new divisions were prepared and published.

To provide theater commanders with the
means of building a military police unit to
meet the requirements of any specific installa-
tion, both as to personnel and equipment,
T/O0 & E 19-500, Military Police Service Or-
ganization was finally published 22 April
1944. This provided a cellular-type Table of
Organization and Equipment intended to
group personnel and equipment into compo-
site MP units to facilitate administration and
to economize in overhead, and, at the same
time, provide properly organized and equipped
units to meet overseas military police require-
ments. - )

Composite MP units had a wide rahge of
application and were utilized to advantage at
ports of debarkation, general depots, branch
depots, and other communications zone in-
stallations. There were included in this table
three categories of criminal investigation
. teams which were organized and assigned to
theaters of operations in accordance with in-
dividual theater requirements.

were all -
found necessary for the successful prosecu- -

Each criminal investigation team was pro-
vided with individual equipment for the in-
vestigators and a small amount of organiza-
tional equipment. It was not deemed advisable
to include specialized crime-detecting equip-
ment, due to the small size of the unit, the
resultant waste of equipment when. several
sections were assigned to one theater, the dif-

" ferent requirements in each theater, and the

additional personnel that would be required
for its care and maintenance. It was decided
to establish criminal investigation laborator-
ies in theaters having requirements for them
and laboratories were established in the major
theaters.

Military Police Tables of Organization and
Equipment were revised from time to time as
the war progressed. On 1 April 1947 ‘eighteen
Tables of Organization and Equipment were
in effect.

To coordinate military and provost marshal
functions within large units and installations,
provost marshal sections Were included in
Major Port (Overseas) Headquarters, Med-
ium Port (Overseas) -Headquarters, Corps
Headquarters and Army Headquarters. The
activities of- these staff sections included: re-
commending plans, policies, and regulations
pertaining to the organization, training,
equipment, procedures, and operations .of all
military police in the command, and supervis-
ing the establishment and operation of those
military. police installations and agencies

" within the limits prescribed by the commander.




Chapter\ VI

Duties and Functlons of Corps of Mllltary Police

include the preservation of good order

and military discipline, the protection of
government property, enforcement of military
laws and regulations, control of military traf-
fic, custody of prisoners of war, operation of
guardhouses, stockades and other confinement
. facilities, apprehension of absentees, evacua-
tion of refugees, control of stragglers, investi-
gation of crime, prevention of pilferage and
. looting, and most important of all, protection
of the welfare of millions of fellow-soldiers.
In Africa, in Europe, and in the Pacific,
military police landed with the first assault
wave in order to establish control points, and,
often under fire, directed the movement of
troops and supplies, protected command posts
and supply lines against attack, cleaned-out

THE primary functions of military police

snipers and enemy left in by-passed towns,

and frequently went into the line to fight be-
side the infantry. As American troops moved
forward, military police held looting to a min-
imum in captured towns and cities, broke up
black market and currency exchange rings,
and helped soldiers to keep out-of trouble.

In the United States proper, military police
guarded military installations, maintained or-
der in civilian communities, investigated
crime, and apprehended absentees. As a part

of their mission of safeguarding the welfare’

of millions of troops in wartime, they rode
over 60,000 trains monthly, Military police
battalions were ready to protect against fifth-
column activity or sabotage. Escort Guard Com-
panies guarded and supervised the labor of hun-
dreds of thousands of enemy prisoners of war.
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An important respons1b111ty of The Provost
Marshal General during the war was the
operation of the Internal Security Program.
This program was composed of two ‘main
parts, Production Security and Personnel
Security.  Production Security included pro-
grams for emergency. protection, Auxiliary
Military Police, the selection and publication
of lists of facilities and installations receiving
security inspections, fire protection and fire
prevention, industrial safety, and Army Ser-
vice Forces security activities at posts, camps,
and stations. Personnel security embraced
loyalty investigations, and programs for key
personnel alien employment, finger-printing,

visitor control and identification, and military

clearance of Japanese-Americans.

Constitutional  and statutory provisions,
plus the government’s inherent right to pro-
tect government property or private property
vital to the National Defense made it essential
for the War Department to be prepared at all
times for prompt and vigorous action in the
event of domestic emergencies, This required
the formulation and continual review of plans
designed to meet various types of emergencies
that might reasonably be anticipated, the
maintenance of intelligence information re-
garding possible emergency situations and
available defense forces, and a staff of offi-
cers well acquainted with legal principles, War
Department policies and approved procedures
for the intervention of Federal troops in do-
mestic emergencies.

When responsibility for internal security
was charged to The Provost Marshal General
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in March 1942 immediate attention was giVén
to increasing the authority and efficjgn(:y of
plant guard forces. This effort culminated in

the organization of Auxiliary Military Police.

This plan required guard forces at all War
Department plants and . installations con-
trolled or operated by the supply services or
by the Army Air Forces, and at all important
war plants. This civilian guard auxiliary “to
be organized, drilled, and instructed as mili-
tary units subject to the Articles of War.” The
mission assigned to these civilian auxiliaries
of the military police was to provide internal

to include all phases of safety procedure and

" accident prevention throughout the Army and

renamed the Army Safety Program, which .
continued to be administered by The Provost
Marshal General until the summer of 1946,
when responsibility was transferred to the Di-
rector of Personnel and Administration, War
Department General Staff.

Loyalty investigation encompassed loyalty
checks on civilians employed by the War De-
partment .and in war industry, and certain
loyalty investigations of military personnel.

_ The Provost Marshal General formed and

and external protection to the plant against ,

sabotage, espionage, and natural hazards, and

to serve with the Army in protecting the plant

and its environs in emergencies.

As a part of his task of supervising the In-
ternal Security Program the Provost Marshal
General maintained and published current
lists of all privately owned and operated fa-

~ cilities and Army Service Forces installations

vital to the prosecution of the war. He as-
signed these facilities and installations to War
and Navy Department agencies for security
inspections and designated the agency respon-
sible for implementing the recommendations
of the inspection agency concerning privately
operated facilities. He also promulgated poli-

cies for approving commercial reproducers of -

clagsified films, blueprints, and other mater-

_ials, and maintained current lists of approved
reproducers. '

Fire prevention and protection activities in-
cluded determining and publishing policies
pertaining to fire prevention, reviewing spe-

_cific cases of planned fire protection, study-

ing and disseminating information derived
from reports of the National Bureau of In-
dustrial Protection, and collaborating with

the War Production Board in the determina-

tion and evaluation of vital plants,

" Upon establishment of the Army Service
Forces in August 1942 The Provost Marshal
General was assigned thereto and the Army
Service Forces Safety program was placed un-
der his supervision. This was later broadened

maintained a corps of investigators to conduct
loyalty investigations for the War Depart-
ment and other authorized agencies, and ex-
ercised staff -supervision over them,

The Key Personnel Program was essentially
investigative, covering employees in private
industry employed on government contracts.
Later revised and modified as the Industrial
FEmployee Security Program, it was designed
to screen and investigate employees of private
industry to prevent suspected subversive in-
dividuals from being employed on important
defense contracts and to identify subversives
already employed so that action could be taken
to remove them from employment.

The mission of the Alien Employment Pro-
gram was twofold. The first and primary ob-

_jective was to preclude damage to or destruc-

tion of vital war installations or material and
to protect the war effort against espionage
and subversive activity by aliens. The second-
ary objective was to make available the wealth

~ of labor and technical skills in our loyal alien
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population. The Provost Marshal General was
authorized to act for the Secretary of War and
the Secretary of the Navy in granting.or
denying consent in the employment of aliens
in all plants engaged in Army or Navy con-

-tracts or sub-contracts.

The War Department Fingerprinting Pro
gram was established "to safeguard the mili-
tary establishment and suppliers and manu-
facturers of war materials by providing posi-
tive identification of personnel whose crimi-
nal records indicated that their continued em-



The Provost Marshal of the S8th Infantry Division gives orders to his men. France—~8 July 1944



ployment might endanger the war effort. Per-

sons who had been convicted of such crimes
as arson, malicious destruction of property,
or similar offenses were considered to be po-
tentially dangerous to the war effort, as were
persons who had been committed to insane
asylums. The identification of individuals
within these categories was not the only bene-
fit to be derived from the fingerprintings,
however, as knowledge that it was being done
kept many persons with criminal records from
attempting to obtain employment. This prac-
tice also provided a psychological deterrent to
criminal and subversive acts on the part of
those who were fingerprinted,
~ Visitor control was designed to control the
admittance of individuals, other than employ-
. ees, into plants and facilities important to the
war effort. Objectives were the safeguarding
of classified information, the internal secur-
ity of facilities and installations important to
the war effort, and the continuity of maximum
production of such facilities and installations
by the reduction of visits to a minimum.

The purpose of the military clearance of

Japanese-Americans was to permit, after in- -~

vestigation, the induction into tae Army of
persons of Japanese ancestry who were not
considered potentially dangerous by reason of
any attachments to Japan or sympathy for

the Japanese war aims. The Japanese-Ameri- .

can Branch of the Provost Marshal General’'s
Office, established at the Presidio of San
i'rancisco, California, conducted investiga-
tions for the program and granted clearances
when indicated.

With the termination of hostilities, many

of the internal security functions of The Pro-
vost Marshal General were discontinued.
However
still being studied and evaluated so that in
the event of future hostilities similar programs
may be instituted with a minimum of delay
and the greatest possible efficiency.

Another major function of The Provost

Marshal General was the custody, care, labor,
pay, and repatriation of enemy prisoners of

the programs outlined above are

war. By agreement with the Navy, all priso- -

ners taken by the American Armed Forces
were delivered to the War Department for
custody, The Prisoner of War Division of the
Office of the Provost Marshal General form-
ulated plans and policies for the handling and
administration of enemy prisoners of war, in
accordance with the provisions of the Geneva
Convention of 1929. Prisoners of war were
were placed in interment camps in the United
States and overseas theaters, and guarded by
military police detachments or Military Police
Escort Guard Companies. As an indication of
the magnitude of this function, approximately
3,250,000 German prisoners of war were taken
and handled by American troops in the Euro-
rean Theater alone. Nearly 40,000 Japanese
prisoners were captured in the Pacific Thea-
ters. The total number of prisoners of war in-
terned in the United States comprised 387,-
898 Germans, 51 455 Italians, and 5,435 Jap-
anese.-

In accordance with the provisions of the
Geneva Convention of 1929, to which inter-
national agreement the U. S. is signatory, an
“Enemy Prisoner of War Information Bur-
eau” was established in The Provost Marshal
General’s Office. This Bureau acted as a clear-
ing house for all prisoner of war information
and records, It maintained detailed records of
captured enemy personnel and interned enemy
aliens, handled all requests for information
concerning them, transmitted to the Interna-
tional Red Cross and The Protecting Power
records of the capture and death of enemy
personnel in the custody of the United States,
acted as custodian of money and other prop-
erty not permitted to be retained by enemy
prisoners, and prescribed the procedures rela-
tive to the finances and property of enemy
prisoners of war interned in the United States.

In order to perform similar functions for
American scldiers who had been captured by
‘enemy forces, an “American Prlsoner of War
Information Bureau” was also established in
the PMGO. In addition to maintaining neces-
sary records and handling all requests for in-
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German prisoners of war being searched by Military Poliee of an wort guard company. These POW's were captured in the initial assawlt in Normandy
and had been transported to England for safekeeping—10 June 19}}




formation regarding captured American sold-
iers and civilians, this Bureau advised the next
of kin of changes of status of captured or in-
terned United States prisoners of war and
civilians and issued mailing instructions and
parcel labels and coordinated with Army and
Navy and State Department in distribution of
packages to prisoners of war and other ser-
vices to our own forces who were prisoners
and to the enemy prisoners whom we held.
With the exception of a small number of
enemy prisoners of war who are serving sen-
tences for conviction of crimes committed
while in American custody, such as the mur-
der of fellow prisoners, all German, Italian
and Japanese prisoners of war have been re-
leaged  from American custody. But the prob-
lems pertaining to -and requests for informa-
‘tion regarding their property, money, pay,
- mail and other matters continue to arise and
will exist probably for many years to come.

Although some military police functions,
such as the handling of prisoners of war, the
control of traffic in combat areas, and the con-
trol of stragglers, are exercised only in war-
time, the Corps of Military Police has many
important peacetime duties. The preservation
of order and good conduct among personnel
of the Armed Forces wherever they may be
throughout the world, the prevention and in-
vestigation of crime, the apprehension of ab-
sentees, and assistance to fellow-soldiers are
only some of the contributions of military po-
lice to the efficient administration of the
Army. They protect  government property on
and off military reservations, control civilians
entering and while on military reservations,
operate post guardhouses and stockades, pre-
vent and investigate accidents involving mili-
tary personnel, protect members of the Armed

Forces from violence and excesses, and re-

cover lost, stolen and abandoned military
property. In occupied territory, military police -

are one of the principal forces available to

‘the Military Governor in maintaining order

and carryihg out the polici’es and regulations
of the military government,

One of the most important duties of the
military police today is that of controlling
traffic on roads. Never before in history has
the. Army been confronted with the problem

.of traffic control in such magnitude as today.

Never before in peacetime have we moved
such masses of men over highways, and never
before, in either war or peace, have we had

the fast-moving, motorized tactical organiza-

tions which exist today. The solution of the
traffic control problem has not yet been found.
To find the answer is one of the responsibili-
ties of The Provost Marshal General, together
with the Chief of Transportation and the Chief
of Engineers.

Of primary importance is a trained and ex-
perienced cadre of military police officers and
men which may be expanded rapidly in time
of national emergency. Just as the chief re-
sponsibility of the Ground and Air Forces in
peacetime is preparation for possible comi)at,
so the Corps of Military Police must train,
plan, and prepare for the greatly expanded
demands of war.

Constant study is being given to improving
the organization, training, doctrine, pro-
cedures, and techniques of military police. The
experience of provost marshals and -of mili-
tary police in overseas theaters and the Zone
of Interior are being studied and evaluated
carefully for the purpose of developing sound
and comprehensive military police doctrine.




Military Police of the 214th Military Police Company were attached to the Ist Engineer Special Shore Brigade for the landing in Normandy——&6 June 1944



Chapter VII

*

Insignia

S military police units. were developed
che insignia of the Corps of Military

Police was worn by more and more
soldiers. This is its history.

In the “old” army the military police had
always been drawn from the arm of the ser-
vice which garrisoned the post. In the reor-
ganization of 1920, in the allocation of per-
sonnel in the National Guard, the original
study assigned some 5000 men to the military
police, these being derived from that great
source of everything, the Infantry. The Chief
of Infantry, Major General Farnsworth, pro-
tested this arrangement with the statement
that he was being charged with troops which
he would never have. This was so obvious that

- another arm of the service was at once insti-

tuted, and in consequence a new color facing
was in order and a new collar insignia needed
to be devised.

The Infantryman-carried a musket and the

: . ili Poli LT % .
Cavalryman a saber. The Military Policeman 7 eral Staff, now Major, USA, retired.

carried a riot club, so the draftsman was

started drawing crossed police clubs. The re-
sult?—at saluting distance the MP could not

' be distinguished from the Field Artilleryman,

as tri i ili lub; the- . - 25050
Next was tried the medieval military club, the - .pctuat metal collar mark, and the insignia of

mace. Beautiful drawings were made, but
they  all looked like crossed potato mashers.
As the military police were also armed with
a Colt .45 caliber automatic pistol, that too
was tried but led one wit to remark that these
looked like crooked carpenter’s squares, and
all agreed that they made a most inartistic de-
vice. Suddenly the answer to the MP problem
became obvious, the Infantry collar insignia

furnishing the clue: shortly before, a similar
study had been made for the Infantry and, as
a result, the Springfield Arsenal musket,
Model 1795, caliber .69, the first standardized
shoulder weapon was selected and thus the In-
fantry crossed rifles were born. The Harpers
Ferry Arsenal Army Flint-Lock Pistol, Model
1806, caliber .54—the first standardized, in-
terchangeable parts, quantity production mili-
tary pistol was hit-upon as the artistic, dis-
tinctive and meaningful symbol of the Corps
of Military Police.

These pistols were the army officers’  side
arm and holster pistols of a century and a
half ago, made in pairs, single shot, of heavy
caliber, The MP device is based on the actual

“.. to-scale drawing of the Harpers Ferry Arse-
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.retired, of Purcellville, Virginia.

nal Flint-lock pistol. The originals were from
the collection of Major Jerome Clark, USA,
The device
and its development was the idea of Captain
George. M. Chandler, War Department Gen-
The
drawings' were made in 1922 in the heraldic
section 0f the office of The Quartermaster
General. The Chief of Staff, General Pershing,
signed the drawing and later approved the

the Corps of Military Police was added to the
traditions of the United States Army.

The crest of The Military Police School was
developed in 1942. In the peculiar language of
heraldry the blazonry is thus described:

“Shield, Vert,'and owl affronte argent, hold-
ing in its beak a pair of scales or Crest: On
a wreath argent and vert a cubit hand in ar-



mor issuant proper holding a role of parch-
ment or with seal gules. Motto: Justitia et
Virtus.”

All of which means: “Shield, full front
view of an owl in silver on a green shield, hold-
ing in its beak a pair of gold scales. Crest,
a right forearm and hand in armor rising from
a wreath of green and silver holding a roll of
parchment in gold with a red seal.  Motto,
Justice and Valor.” And the blazonry is fur-
ther explained:

“In the green and gold of the Military Po-
lice, the teaching functions of the organiza-
tion are aptly illustrated in the wisdom of the
owl holding in its beak the scales of justice.
The objectives of the students are symbolized
by the parchment scroll or diploma, sealed
with the approval of the school, while the
martial feature is indicated by the mailed
hand. The motto, ‘Justitia et Virtus,” is ex-
pressive of the purposes of the school and the
characteristics of the personnel.” It was ap-
proved in final form 10 October 1942.
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Chapter VIII

*

How the Corps of Military Police Did the Job

by private soldiers and top field com-
manders alike. The following extracts from
newspapers, magazines, service journals, or-

OW well military police accomplished
hbheir combat missions has been attested

ders, radio addresses and unit histories will

indicate the way the job was done.

The late Ernie Pyle, who saw their work in

more than one overseas theater and knew
their qualities both as fighting men and as
preservers of order, called the military police
“one of the finest groups in the Army.” It
was Ernie Pyle who said:

“The Military Police haven’t got the taint
to them that they had in the last war. This
time they are a specially picked, highly trained,
permanent organization. An MP
throughout the war as an MP, he is proud of

serves

his organization, and he is respected by his -

fellow-soldiers. . ..

“From the MP’s I saw, judging by their
demeanor and their conduct, I believe that
next to Rangers and Paratroopers they are
really the pick of the Army.”

Throughout the war military police in the
United States carried on their mission of “Ser-
vice to the Command” in a way that reflected
the caliber of the men and the training they
had received. The military policemen who rode
the nation’s trains and patrolled its streets
knew that the test of a good MP was not how
many arrests he made, but how few. They
knew their job was not to hurt their fellow-

.soldiers, but to help them. They knew that

they were on duty not to make trouble for
others, but to prevent trouble before it started,

through quick thinking and intelligent, tact-
ful action, ) )

In recognition of their service in safeguard-
ing the welfare of millions of troops in war-
time travel—at one time MP’s rode over
60,000 trains per month—the Pullman Com-
pany some time ago presented to the Corps
of Military Police a plaque expressing its ap-
preciation for the “exemplary record” of MP
train patrols. Pullman Company President
D. A. Crawford had this to say about these
train-riding military  policemen:

“They have been a confidant and ‘companion
to the traveler, giving aid to the weary, suc-
cor to the ill and comfort to the sad of heart.
In time of strife, they have tempered military
discipline with' tact and a keen sense of jus-
tice. The standard they have set has been a
credit to.the Army; it has won the respect of
military and civilian travelers alike.”

On 21 December 1945 Fulton Lewis made
the following comments on a - nation-wide
broadcast: ‘“There was one interesting com-
ment today from returning members of the
House of Representatives who have been mak-
ing an inspection tour of the war fronts:

“Representative Costello of California, a
member of that committee who has just re-
turned, said that he was struck most foreibly
in the course of his trip with the fact that the
Military Police and the regular GI’s overseas
are on such excellent terms. He said that actu-
ally the MP’s were the GI's best friends and

. they so were recognized by the GI's. He said

that men in the regular combat service would
praise the MP’s and the MP’s in turn would
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praise the boys in the regular service. All of
which would seem to call for a great deal of
credit and.a great deal of praise, thus far en-
tirely unsung, for those Army officers who
have been responsible for the mllltary police
organization and training.

“T've noticed the same thing myself on tra-
vels over the country. There is a very en-
lightened, a very intelligent, and a very kindly
and patient approach always by the fellow
with the MP band on his arm as regards the
G. I. Joe. Arrest or force or interference is al-
ways held down to an absolute minimum—

~ never used except when absolutely necessary.

The attitude always is to quiet things down,

‘smooth them over and forget the whole thing,

whenever it is something that can be handled
that way.

“That makes sense. Whoever is responsible
for it has something to be really proud of in
the job that’s been done.”

the Military Police Platoon, 101st Airborne
Division, conducted themselves in an excep-

tionally meritorious manner and in accord- -

ance with the highest standards of the mili-
tary service. '

In the February-March 1945 issue of the
Military Police Training Bulletin the follow-
ing article appeared:

“Newspaper accounts, as well as official re-
ports, of the arrival of Military Police in a
town in enemy territory ahead of the advanc-
ing combat organizations—usually by mistake,
of course—are frequent since the allied inva-
sion of France, and the rest of the army-and

- general public are more or less familiar with

this phase of MP work. Not so well known,
however, is the task of remaining in a town

_to keep order after the troops have evacuated

General Order 89, War Department, of 23 .

November 1944, contained under the heading
of “Battle Honors,” the following citation:
“«The Military Police Platoon, 101lst Air-
borne Division, is cited for outstanding per-
formance of duty in action against the enemy
between 6 and 11 June 1944, during the inva-
sion of France. In the assault upon the Euro-
pean Continent, the Military Police Platoon,
101st Airborne Division, was committed in
three echelons arriving by parachute, glider
and sea. Despite the heavy enemy antiaircraft,
mortar, machine-gun and rifle fire encoun-
tered by all echelons, they fought their way
against stubborn resistance to the previously
designated division command post, Upon ar-
rival they assisted a small force of parachute
troops in attacking the town of Pouppeville,
France. They not only cleared the area of en-
emy snipers, but acted 'as assault infantry

in the face of an advancing enemy. There’s no
mistake about this; they are not accidentally

left behind; they are there to perform a grim

and necessary duty.

“The following item in the form of a de-
layed dispatch to-the New York News from
its correspondent, Graham Miller, with the
US First Army, under date of 19 December,
illustrated this: :

‘All day long truck after truck took off for

the rear today, loaded with supplies, records

" and rear-echelon troops. From points further

troops in destroying enemy resistance. “As

soon as the tactical situation permitted, they
established and operated the initial prisoner
of war enclosure for the division, and took
charge of traffic ccontrol and control of civil-
ians in occupied areas. Though subjected “to
constant enemy artillery fire, the personnel of
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ahead other convoys of trucks rolled to the
rear, loaded with gasoline, ammunition and
other supplies which would be useful to the
Germans,

‘Guns came, too; some of them unlimbered
under the noses of the advancing German
armor. But many guns stayed, firing over open
sights until they were overrun and their crews
shot down.

‘As evening fell the little town grew quiet.
Townsfolk locked their doors and went down
into cellars as a few bombs fell. ~As dusk
deepened a continuous flicker and rumble of
artillery splotched the night sky to the south.

‘A few shells crumped in, and local police
opened the doors of the jail to free local “Quis-
lings” in order to get on the right side of the
oncoming Germans.

AT SR T

T e



[

‘The cafes and bars, which only a few
nights ago had been full of GI’s drmklng,
singing, 'and flirting with the local girls, were
shuttered and silent.

“There were still some Military Police in
town—and I want to pay a little tribute to
the MP’s, because their jobs make them the
least popular guys in the army.

‘They were still in town when everybody

. else in American uniform had gone, walking

about those dark streets when, with all the
Quislings loose, any man wearing a Yank uni-

- form might get a shot in the back any minute.

They were collecting stragglers from up for-
ward and organizing them into makeshift
combat groups.”” ,

Quoted below is an editorial from the Bal-
timore, Md. “Sun” of 11 April 1945:

“Two officers and forty men of a platoon
of military police of the 29th Infantry Divi:
sion recently received a unit citation, one man
has been awarded a Silver Star and three of
them Bronze Medals. for heroism.

“That may seem strange to people who

~ think that alt the MP’s do is to stay well be-

hind the front lines at home or abroad, patrol

railroad stations and “hot spots,” and call

down men who havé left buttons on their tu-
nics undone.

“Like the top sergeant the. MP has always
been the butt of none-too-complimentary jokes.
His has never been a popular branch of the
service, for it does involve the exercise of dis-
cipline.

“The MP’s who got the citations and the
awards were in the D-day landing in Nor-

~ mandy, They fought with the infantry on the

beaches, controlled beach traffic, helped to
evacuate the wounded, located and killed a
sniper, and waded through a mine field to
capture Germans.

“Civilians may overlook the fact that when
thousands of men and vehicles are trying to
move forward over a limited number of roads
there are likely to be traffic jams far worse
than those here in Baltimore during the rush
hours or on the occasion of a big football game

at the stadium. The MP is the Army’s traffic -
cop. Picture the rush hour here and add to it

" shells dropping and making craters in the
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chief arteries of traffic and occasional bursts
of rifle and machme-gun fire. That will give
some idea of one important job, among others,
which the MP has to do in battle.

“Often in dispatches by our correspondents
at the front mention is made of their being
stopped by an MP and told that the enemy is
up front and the road is dangerous. Seldom
does anybody think of the danger to the MP
who stands there warning others. Because,
in the very nature of their jobs, MP’s have to
stop people from doing what they want to do,
their service never can expect to be free from
criticism or among the most beloved, So when,
as on D-day, they share the dangers and the
heroism, it is good to know that they get the
credit for it.”

“Platoon of MP’s not enough for Division
Operations,” says General Sloan. The follow-
ing is taken from the January 1945 issue of .
the Military Police Training Bulletin.

“Too. often the importance of the duties of
the Provost Marshal and his military police
platoon are not fully appreciated or under-
stood until the division enters a combat zone.-
The chief lesson-experience of this Division on
this point has been that the number of men
available to the Provost Marshal is not ade-
quate for the tasks of road and traffic con-
trol, prisoner-of-war handling and evacua-
tion, and the numerous other duties that the
provost marshal and his platoon are called
upon to carry out. The use of bandsmen as
supplementary strength for the military po-
lice platoon has not been very satisfactory.
Even with careful training the average bands-
man, primarily a musician, is not temperment-
ally fitted to the exacting duties of mlhtary
police under combat conditions.”

The following report from the XIV Corps
in the Southwest Pacific appeared in the Jan-
uary 1945 Military Police Training Bulletin,

“Veterans of more than two years’ service
as combat MP’s in' the .jungle fighting on



Guadalcanal, Munda, Rendova, and Bougain-
ville, the men of the Military Police Company
attached to XIV Corps Headquarters are
justly proud of the job they have done while
island-hopping toward Tokyo.

"« «Until I can get back to my work as a tree
surgeon I’d just as soon have this job—I could
be a lot worse off,” said S/S John C. Condon
of Cambridge, Mass. Sgt Condon and S/S
Wilho G. Myllykangas of Worcester, Mass.,
‘are the only two men left out of the original
outfit which was trained at Camp Edwards.
“Of course, if they assign me to escort Jap

prisoners back to the States I wouldn’t kick.”

Condon adds, He is provost sergeant in charge
of the stockade which holds prisoners.of war
before they are sent further to the rear. Both
men are sweating out their turn to be rotated
home.

“No Jap prisoners have escaped from the
men of this MP Company, although one day
on Guadalcanal, while Sgt Condon was gather-
ing enemy prisoners near the front lines, a
Jap on a stretcher pulled the pin of a hand
grenade, held it against his chest and blew
himself to bits rather than be captured.

“Asked what their toughest assighment had
been, ‘the veterans agreed that the first two
weeks after they landed at Lunga Beach on

Guadalcanal in December of 1942 were the

worst. Guarding Henderson Field and the
tighter strips was plenty rugged, as the list of
their casualties shows.

“When badly shot up planes ‘crash landed
and burned it was their job to see that emer-
gency vehicles had complete right of way, and
_often their post was very near while gas tanks,
bombs and ammunition were exploding.

“The months of May and June, 1943, saw
the height of Japanese air raids on Guadal-
canal. The bombing of the air strips both day
and night culminated in the great raid of June

16, in which 120 Japanese planes took part

with the intent of disrupting future opera-
tions against them in the Solomons.

“All “through these hazardous days, MP’s
- were stationed at road junctions to insure the
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right of way for trucks racing to the anti-air-
craft guns, for ambulances, rushing the
wounded to ‘the hospitals. Since the roads
were under almost constant strafing by enemy
planes, MP’s in jeeps cruised these same roads
at top speed, clearing them of all but the most
necessary vehicles.

“In November when a large ammunition
dump on Guadalcanal caught fire and blasted
that part of the island with exploding bombs,

shells and small arms fire, every man in the’
" company was rushed to the area.

The 20th
Station Hospital was bordered on three sides
by this dump, and as the fire increased it was
found necessary to evacuate most of the pa-
tients. Several MP’s fought their way several
miles ‘through the jungle to the rear of the
hospital, where they organized the patients
so that the walking sick and wounded could

_carry those who were unable to escape under

their own power. In order to get them to
safety it was necessary to cross the Tenerau
River, and this was accomplished after the
MP’s had improvised a bridge of logs. All
during this time they were subjected to heavy
bursts of shell fire, but managed to come
through without the loss of a man,

“Other MP’s used their vehicles to dash in
and out of the dump, rescuing men who could
not have escaped on foot, The Soldier’s Medal
was awarded to two of these drivers—Pvi
Richard J. Dunn of Chester, Pa., and S/S
David H. Welsh of Rutland, Vermont. The
citation for each states: ‘For heroism
at an island base—when, during an explosion,

he courageously risked his life by exposing .
himself to flames and bursting shrapnel in .

order to rescue imperiled men and valuable
government property from an exploding am-
munition dump.’ g

“On the opposite side of the dump and on .
the main highway hundreds of vehicles were

trying to escape—a traffic jam that required
cool and expert handling under the constant
mombardment of exploding shells and flying
metal. Corporal Michael Ross—now a sergeant
—of Berwick, Pa., in charge of this emergency




detail, placed Pvt Willie Day of Dallas, Texas,
and Pvt William J. Jessick of Pittsburgh, Pa.,
Pvt George M. Barley of Lancaster, Pa., and
Pvt Alexander Feinstein of Brooklyn on rov-
ing patrols to clear the traffic and check areas
that were being shelled. Corporal-——now ser-
geant—Gus B. Bilbro of Chicago received the
- Soldier’s Medal for his part in evacuating
traffic ‘moving out of the danger area despite
the large caliber shells landing all about him.
“Close calls were the order of the day for
all men taking part in this emergency duty.
Corporal Jack Polson of Alameda, Calif., and
Pvt James E. Hall of Long Island, N. Y., took
temporary shelter in a fox hole when a 105
mm shell hit within three feet. It did not ex-
plode. Sgt Roll and Pvt Jasick were racing to-
ward the dump when a 105 dud landed direct-
ly in front of their jeep. Knowing he couldn’t
avoid it Sgt Roll straddled the shell and
passed over it without harm.

“In July 1943 one echelon of the company

landed on Rendova and was subjected to one
of' the heaviest air bombardments received by
our troops anywhere in the Solomons. In
August the company landed” on Munda and
took over the job of guarding the air strip
and directing traffic on the roads to the front.

“Dhe company moved on to Bougainville in
December and took up their usual duties. But
here a new problem arose. The Japs were
shelling the highway and MP patrols had the
job of locating shell hits and duds on the roads
and adjacent areas, while others were sta-
tioned at road junctions during the shelling to

see that an uninterrupted supply of ammuni- -

tion was delivered to our gun batteries.”

The Associated Press under date of 12
March 1945 published the following article:

“To most Doughboys an MP is just a guy
who makes trouble for soldiers who go ‘out
of limits’ in captured cities—but anyone who
has crossed the Rhine at Remagen knows bet-
ter. -

“Here the MP’s are men who stand day and
night on the Ludendorff brldge, splotched
with the blood of comrades. \

“They stood there dlrectmg traffic and
keeping it rolling across the only lifeline to
the valiant troops who grabbed the bridge,
which was to become the target of one of the
most furious sustained artillery barrages of
this war.

“They ran out on the span where the shell-
ing was hottest to pull wounded in or to drag
them out of the way so that others might race

" on to battle in the hills towering at the other

end.

“Maj. Claire H. Thurston, of Belfast, Me
who was with the Maine State police force
before the war, sat in a little one-story shack
not far from the bridge today and told me a
story of those MP’s.

“‘We had to keep traffic moving,” he said
quietly and grimly. ‘It was the most concen-
trated fire I've seen since D-day.’

- “‘It was the human element that made the
job tough. Maybe some fellows hadn’t been
under suchheavy fire before. They’d freeze

~ at the wheels of their vehicles. Some would

try to crawl under jeeps for cover, We’d have
to get them out and get them moving to keep
the stuff from piling up. It wasn’t only shells
—it was bombs,” he said.

“‘Ordinarily on a job like this—we had it
tough at one crossing of the Meuse—we work
three men in each spot. They work three
hours and take six- off. We have had 20 per
cent casualties in our outfits and now we are
working two men to a post. They are on two
hours and off two. They’ve been going at it
night and day. )

“‘I'm  recommending decorations for
Hughes and Hatfield,” he said. He referred to
Pvt Irving C. Hughes, Jr., of Hyattsville, Md.,
and Corporal John Hatfield of St. Louis. )

“‘Hughes was working at the west end of
the bridge,’ the'major resumed. ‘Time and
again he went out to bring in the wounded.
One night four engineers were hurt by a.shell.
Hughes was dog-tired on his feet and busy
with traffic. He looked around and asked for
volunteers to get those boys off the bridge.
There weren’t any takers. Hughes got in a



jeep and went out by himself and brought
them in.

“ ¢Another tlme a shell hit a tank and
knocked out the driver. Hughes went out
alone again and pulled the fellow out—but he

“was dead.

« Hatfield had one of the hotter jobs. He
‘had to stand in the middle of the bridge to
He stayed out there

keep things moving.
through thick and thin and did his job.
The major said he was recommending other
heroes for decorations.
“‘There is nothing funny in business
like this, Thurston said. ‘Especially when

you find 17 dead soldiers—American soldiers

—littering the approaches to the bridge when
daylight comes. The only time I think any of
us smiled was when we trotted German pris-
oners across the bridge.

“‘We had collected them in a tunnel on the
east end of the bridge. We started them
across and, brother, you didn’t have to make
those boys hurry. The guards had a hard time
keeping up with them.’

“Thurston did not say much about hlmself
But the men he commands told how he made
as many as 30 trips a day over the span that
stands your hair on end to cross.

“(And shortly after this dispatch was writ-
ten the- bridge fell into the river. —Editor’s
note.)”

And here’s another by Morley Cassiday
from the Philadelphia Bulletin, 12 March 1945;

“At a snail’s pace, in low gear, long lines of
six-by-six trucks bearing the world’s most
important cargoes rolled over the Remagen
Bridge across the Rhine.

«Suddenly, there is a shrieking whistle
which ends in a crash like a boxcar dropped
from a ten-story building and a cloud of black
smoke rises from the embankment below the
bridge.

“ ‘Keep coming, keep coming,’ a bull-throa-
ted voice is heard.

“Then, as a fear-stricken truck -driver mo-
mentarily pauses on the edge of the bridge ap-
proach, the bellowing voice booms out again
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in tones of great reasonableness: ‘All right,
come on—if you don’t want to get hit, get off
the bridge.’

“The driver snaps out of his daze, steps on
the gas again—not too hard, for all trucks
must hold their speed here to low-gear no
matter how hot the shellfire—and rolls off the
bridge onto the soil of the inner Reich.

“With a weary grin, Cpl Thomas Kretch-
mar, bull-voiced ex-truck driver, of Sioux
City, Iowa, shakes his head.

“‘The trouble with this Army, he says, ‘is
that too many Sunday drivers go to sleep at
the wheel” Then he adds ruefully: ‘I don’t
see what they got to worry about just riding
across the bridge. They ought to stand out
here all morning.’

“He doesn’t mean to be taken seriously, for
on the embankment a few feet away are half
a dozen forms covered with blankets. They are
drivers who died running the 1,200 foot
gauntlet across the Rhine into Germany. There
had not been time this mornmg to take them
away for burial.

“But there is not time to think of-them now,
for shells are landing steadily—*shree-ee-ee-
crump.’

“Qome land on the bridge approaches, some
on the river bank, some in the water. And
through it all the bull voice continues: ‘Keep
coming, keep coming. Do you want to stand
there and get hit?

“‘Round the clock, men like Kretchmar‘

have been guiding and regulating the flow of
trucks bearing ammunition and reinforce-
ments. to the men fighting to expand the hot-
test spot on earth—the still all-too-small
bridgehead on this eastern side of the Rhine.

“The spot where the MP’s operate is almost

literally as hot as the inner Reich. They are

the target for everything the Germans are
able to throw. And the Germans still are able
to throw plenty, from eight-inch guns and
from low-flying Luftwaffe planes,

“Through it all, Kretchmar and his team-

mate, Pfc Larry Nute, Idaho Springs, Idaho,

and other MP’s grimly continue to untangle




" bellow:

the traffic snarl and- keep slow trucks moving
steadily eastward.

Part of the job consists of outguessing Ger-
man artillerymen. For a time the German
shells were coming in barrages every four or
five minutes. Alert MP’s quickly spaced traf-
fic to get the maximum safety, sending con-
voys across in the brief intervals between bar-

rages. When the Germans change the spacing

of their barrages, the MP’s change with them.

“Clusters of homes in the little riverbank
town of Remagen shield bits of roads on the
west side of the Rhine. The MP’s show drivers
how to take advantage of each shelter as they
wait their turn to run the bridge gauntlet.

“But nothing save the steel framework of
the big span shelters the drivers once on the
bridge and the west approach-is naked to shell
fire.

“Shrapnel sometimes takes its toll in dri-
vers killed or wounded or in trucks knocked
out or set afire. Then Kretchmar, Nute or one
of their fellow MP’s dash on to the-bridge for
the job of clearing the immobilized vehicles
and get traffic moving around them.

“The detail has suffered its share of casu-
alties, but has stuck to the job without pause
day and night since last Wednesday afternoon.

“Planes of the Luftwaffe help make the job
tougher. Without warning the low-flying pi-
lots swing out of the hills east of the bridge,

bank wildly and trip through the curtain of .

ack-ack and machine-gun fire to lay eggs in
water below the bridge or on banks either side,
raising 50-foot columns of black smoke and
rock or water spray.

“Through it all the voices of Kretchmar,
Nute and the others of the detail continue to
‘Come on, keep.coming.’ And today
the results are showing in the slowly sweep-
ing outline of this bridgehead. It is expand-
ing a little hour by hour as trucks, tanks and
half-tracks bring an unending flow of ammu-
nition and men with them.”

In June 1945, the following article ap-

peared in the Military Pohce Training Bulle--

tin:

“Pacific means peaceful, and the Army’s
Military Police in"Pacific Ocean Areas intend
to keep it that way—after certain Japanese
with opposite views have been taken care of.

“The policing of islands which have been
conquered in the Western Pacific, some of
which have large Japanese populations, is op-
erating more smoothly than could reasonably
have been hoped for, the Provost Marshal for
POA, said in a press conference May 19.

“What will happen when the military police
tackle the same job on Japan’s home 1slands
remains to be seen. But in areas already con-
quered trouble has been notable for its ab-
sence, and this despite the bewildering prob-
lems encountered.

“Japanese troops show deadly willingness to

-hide for months in caves and jungles, a con-

stant menace even in areas regarded as “safe »
There is a hodgepodge of languages in use, in-
cluding everything from pidgin English to
Polynesian, and the MP’s parley in whatever

- language prevails. Shipping limits the number

*

of men available, yet the areas to be policed
are scattered over hundreds of thousands of
square mildés of ocean. :

“The answer lies in training, use of natives
as auxiliary police in forward areas whenever
the situation permits, and—in some areas—
the use of sentry dogs.

f‘We have had brought to our attention al-
most no sabotage by native populations,”
the Colonel said. “Criminal acts in forward
areas have been negligible, and, while there
may be minor black markets, they don’t exist
on any large scale.”

“The MP’s job ranges from saving lives on
Saipan to the price of hamburgers and hair-
cuts in Hawaii—seeing to it that tradesmen
do not charge soldiers more than OPA prices.

“Our work in forward areas,” the Provost
Marshal said, “consists mainly in controlling
traffic and pilferage, and checking stragglers
—rather I should say souvenir-hunters. We

~ have to establish -straggler lines behind the
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fronts, but its not because we have stragglers
falling back from the front; it’s to keep service



troops from going forward to unsafe areas to
hunt souvenirs. We are still losing men in for-
ward areas, four, five and six months after or-
ganized resistance ceases. Men slip forward,
prowl into caves for battle souvenirs, and run
into Jap soldiers who are still hiding there.

“At night, the danger period for all police
whether civilian or military, dogs are doing
a superb job,” the Colonel said. “Sentry
dogs are used by military police both in the
Central Pacific and in some. forward areas,
as well as by tactical units in the forward
areas,” he pointed out, adding: '

“One man and one dog are as good as two
or three sentries. We use the dogs only at
night, prinecipally because most of these dogs
are long-haired. Its too hot for ‘them in the
daytime, so they sleep then. Of course there
are some places where we can’t use them. It
depends on the terrain. Where we can use dogs
they stand two shifts of six or seven hours
each night, under different handlers, ,

The Military Police themselves are trained

to accomplish the most work possible per man,

to the United States for training, but as men
pass through the Hawaiian Islands, or are sta-
tioned there, the Honolulu Police Department
lends a hand. Each time it starts a new class
for its own men a squad or two of MP’s are
invited to attend, learning everything from
how to investigate a murder to the best way

"of reporting an automobile accident. And it

and their schooling comprises an astonishing -

mixture of judo, Japanese language, and prac-
tical jurisprudence.

“Judo is taught for a variety of purposes.
Men learn 22 easy ways of killing an adver-
sary, but they also learn defensive judo, and
the primary purposes,” syas the Provost Mar-
shal, “are to make the men more agile and to
enable them to subdue a man quickly without
injuring him.”

“Languages, naturally, are taught in the
Army’s simplified fashion, but it.is scarcely
possible to teach even the rudiments of all the
languages of the Pacific. -

“They use language handbooks, or they pick
up enough words tc; give simple directions.
You know how it is—you soon learn enough to
make yourself understood, wherever you are.”

“No -available means of training is over
looked. It would take weeks to send men back

all comes in handy sooner or later.

“Far out to the west and south the MP’s
have made good use of natives.  Curiously
enough, in some instances even Japanese have
been tried out as auxiliary police. Stranger
still, the experiment works.

“We don’t trust them, naturally but there
have been no overt acts so far. And of course
we use them only where it is safe to do so,
among their own people. On some islands of

the forward areas there are considerable Japa--

nese populations. They stay in their own dis-
tricts at night, and in fact have been provided

with materials to build their own shelter in

areas designated to them. Japanese auxiliary
police are useful in keeping order inside these
districts, and it saves us that much manpower.

“At Saipan more than a hundred Chamorros
have been made into auxiliary police, some-
times working in teams, an Army MP with a
Chammorro, or sometimes working 1nd1v1du-
ally.”

The Corps of Mlhtary Police is one of the
youngest branches of the Army. It is proud
—and believes it has a right to be proud—of
its records of accomplishment and service, in
combat and at home, written on the bloody
beachheads of every major invasion and on
shell blasted roads jammed with traffic mov-
ing toward every front, and equally in our
soldier-packed cities and on the country’s war

- crowded railroads, during the past seven years.
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However, it realizes that it still has many un-
solved problems, and its growing pains will
continue for many years to come. But it is
facing its -problems squarely and devoting its
energies to solving them as rapidly as possible.
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