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147tb Chemical Detachmebl 

The 247th Chemical Detachment was constituted 6 July 
1945 in the Army ofthe United States as the 247th Chemical 
Service Platoon.lL was activated 28 July 1945 in the Philip­
pine Islands and inactivated over a year later on 17 January 
1946 in Japan. 

D 19 May 1959, it was redesignated the 247th Chemical 
Platoon aDd aBotted to the Regular Army, and activated 
5 June 1959 al Fort Lewis, Washington. The unit was reor-

The; 247lb Chemical Detachment (Decontamination 
Team, FB) was deactivated by orders of the Commanding 
General, 32d Army Air Defense Command. 1 April 1990, 
marked the end of a decade of hard wOTk, selfless service, 
and dedication to mission for which we lacked the reSOlU'ces. 

The reasons for deactivation are profoundly simple. Or­
ga.wzed by TOE 03500FBOO without squad leaders, firs 
sergeant, support personnel and communication assets, tbe 
unit was assigned to support a division-size command, 
coveTing a contingency area of 56,000 square kilometers. 

hi.~ area of operations encompasses both forward sta­
tioned US Corps and the 21st TAACOM. Thus the CG 
onduded lhal "Iile 247tb Chemical Detachment provided 

liUle actual wartime chemical decontamination capability." 
On Ibe other ltand, deactivation will save the command 

41 personnclslots, $1.5 million dollars wortb ofTOE equip­
menl, and S2..\OOO dollars annually ill mission fWlds. 

\ simple and insignificant this fact may seem, let the 
Corps take heed. The writing is on the wall. lD this time of 
faltering support and shrlnking resources, the Army will, for 
the first lime since the Chemical Corps rebirth. deactivate a 
comp_my level unit outright This is tbe situation in the Held: 

very maneuver battalion, and many support companies, 
have lheir own power-driven decontamination equipment 
(PDDE). 

Soldiers to run detailed decontamination come mostly 
from the contaminated unit. The chemical unit provides 
only the PDDE operators and supervision of two stations, a 
total of 12 personnel. The remaining work, to include all of 

ganized and redesignated 21 July 1979 as the 247th Chemi­
cal Detaehment and activated in Germany. The 247th was 
deactivated 1 April 1990, and is the fIrst unit in recent 
Chemical Corps history to be deactivated outright, without 
creating a replacement structure within another unit. 

The last commanding officer of the 247th Chemical 
Detachment, CPT Uwe W Stutz, has written a short article on 
his unit's deactivation (below). -Editor 

the personnel decontamination line, is handled by 21 + 
personnel from the customer unit. 

With PDDE on hand in the maneuver units, the contribu­
tion of the chemica1 unit is marginal at best. Add into the 
equation the logistical cost of supporting the under­
resourced chemical units, and chemical support becomes a 
liability ralher than an asset. 

The demise of the Russian juggernaut as the all-purpose 
threat makes chemical warfare no longer seem as imminent. 
The pharmaceutical industry of Libya just does not instilJ 
the same fear in the hearts of commanders as do the zillions 
of chemical and nuclear weapons of the Soviet Army. 

In the months to come, as the Army changes into a 
smaller, strategically mobile configuration, the Chemical 
Corps wilJ have to relook its organization and contribution 
to the Anl.1Y mission. Only aCorps that is part of the solution 
of the lighb;r force will not be part of the problem of budget 
cuts and resource restraints. 

CPT Uw. lv. Stutz .f.rtoQ hi. care'O'l"as. RNtl'\ll' OtIicer in 
II tbo 30m Chemic..1 C4?'~panYf f2O'tb ARCOM, on 15 M~r 82. 

After cominG! on 'a~'Ve duty In'AprlI1963. lind afft(ldlnV COBC. 
hOe s.rved" dfH:On pf.fD~~ 'ead.r" .rmorbattAfionelilJmlcal 
off/cor; ,lad DlSCO~ chemICllll'offi'e.r III the 11d Cawlry, Fori 
Hl»d, ·TiI:rH. tlpo." fI,.dwjtjon flom¢OAC in hnuary 1987, he 
wu aPlllllea to Ur. t4th ADA Brlgltd. In G.rmany., 1'10 T~ 
cUr~l,mUY the '-., command.r of fhe 2471h Chem/w Detar:h­
meal, 32dAADCOM. Hla Ploj.ctot/ Ulfgnment wfJTtilb him to 

-fh. ~MCi3 ,TrainlnQ .'nd EVlfluatton Blsnch. 


