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By Captain James Kisiel and Master Sergeant Marcus King 

Yes, the Army has divers. Unlike 
the combat diver additional skill 
identifier held by soldiers in the 

Special Forces, engineers have milit ary 
occupational special ty (MOS) OOB divers. 
Apart of career management field 51,MO S 
OOB is a low-densit y MOS. Th e rank 
structure for this MOS ranges from private 
to master sergeant. However, since there 
is a constant need for new divers in the 
field, specialists and below may quali fy for 
reclassification into MOS OOB. 

Department ofthe Army Pamphlet 611­
21, Mili tary Occupation Classification 
and Structure, and A rmy Regulation 611­
75, Management ofArmy Divers, list the 
requirements for diver application . The 
training required to become a diver is very 
de ma nd ing but a lso very rew ard ing . 
Phase One is a nine-day course taught at 
For t Leo nar d Wood (see Eng ineer 
Update, page 48). Phase Two is a 26-week 
course taught by a multiservi c e 
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instruc tion team at the Naval Diving and 
Salvage Tra ining Center, Panama City, 
Florida. 

Capabilities 

Dive teams are a critica l asset to 
commanders. Both Force XXI 
and Army After Next unit s will 

have to cross rivers and overcome the 
problems that invo lve rivers in areas of 
operation. Engineer divers can conduct 
waterway reconn aissance , which wi ll 
save time for brid ging unit s and prevent 
damage to their limited assets. Divers can 
provi de ne arsh ore and ear shore 
topographic and hydrographic reports , 
measure and plot river depths to reveal 
the true chann el , and measure possible 
nearshore and fa rshore exits. Maneuver 
commanders mu st know if brid ges will 
support maneuver-force traffi c. Divers 
can make th is determinati on quic kl y, 
allowing the force to keep its momentum. 

rn add iti on to secur ity and rive r­
cro ssing missions, divers can dismantle 
or create waterborne ob stacles, which 
make s th em a counter m obil it y and 
mobili ty ass et do wn to the task-force 
level. Di ver s ca n emp lace pr eci sion 
dem olition charges to deny the enemy 
acces s to key structures and facilities, 
such as bridges and dams, and stop his 
momentum. Divers also can emplace and 
remo ve mines in shallow- river minin g 
operations. 

Dive Teams 
he Engineer Regiment has four 

light dive teams (each wi th 22 ~so ld iers) and tw o heavy d ive 
teams (each with 25 soldiers) . The ligh t 
te ams arc s ta tio ned a t Fo rt Eustis, 
Virginia, along with one heavy team. The 
other heavy team is stationed in Hawaii. 
Th e teams at Fort Eustis are configured 
by FORSCOM as a provisional compa ny. 
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Light Dive Teams 

Engineer light dive teams support the 
scuba and surface-supplied-air diving 
(helmet diving with air hoses from the 
surface to the diver) requirements of 
maneuver commanders. Light teams 
emplace and reduce underwater 
obstacles and minefields; repair damaged 
bridges, locks, dams, pipelines, canals , 
and levees; and construct underwater 
bridge structures. obstacles, and floating 
barr iers. Some of these capabilities are 
required in humanitarian -assistance 
operations but , inevitably, most will be 
required in any theater during war. 

Light dive teams have nonarrnorcd 
veh icles and are highly mobile. They can 
con duct many missions without external 
aid but depend on support from other 
units, such as scouts and mechanized­
engineer and combat-support-equipment 
companies, to perform construc tion and 
salvage missions. 
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An Army diver decends into a partially sunken wreck. 

Hea vy'Dive Teams 

Engineer heavy dive teams support 
the scuba and surface-supp1ied-air 
diving requirements of commanders in 
charge of ports, harbors. and coastal 
zones. These teams enable commanders 
to construct port and logistics-over-the­
shore structures and facilities as well as 
floating barriers. Heavy teams also can 
repair damaged piers, docks, wharfs, 
seawalls, and breakwaters; clear and 
mark inland navigational waterways: and 
Collect underwater terrain and structure 
information. 

Heavy dive teams also have 
nonarrnorcd vehicles and are mobile . 
They can conduct many missions without 
external aid but depend on support from 
other units, such as engineer-port­
construction and combat-support ­
equipment companies. to perform 
construction and salvage missions. 

The primary differences between the 
construction and salvage capabilities of 
light and heavy dive teams are the focus 
and the command-and-control assets. 
Heavy teams have additional specialized 
equi pment and focus on construction 
and heavy salvage in ports and harbors. 
More experienced senior leaders of 
heavy teams are used extensively to plan 
and manage theater diving missions. 

Protecting the Force 

Dive teams have been a part of 
numerous operations but 
often are overlooked because of 

their size and relative obscurity. The 
performance of di vers during their 
deployments to Operation Desert Storm 
and Operation Restore Democracv arc 
two prime examples of how they have 
protected the force. In Operation Desert 
Storm, dive teams provided waterborne 
security for ports in Kuwait and Europe. 
They conducted hull surveys on cargo 
ships and barges to ensure that vessels 
were not mined. These surveys were 
critical because of the nature of the 
explosive cargo on many of the vessels. 
Si mil ar ly, in Operation Restore 
Democracy, di Vt teams provided 
waterborne security for Army vessels 
that entered unsecured ports in Haiti. 

Engineer light and heavy dive teams 
are critical assets to the Engineer 
Regiment. These teams assist maneuver 
and port commanders in a variety of 
missions that focus on the onward 
movement and protection of U.S. forces. 
Water does not have to be an obstacle or 
a security threat to our soldiers. Enlist 
the help of engineer divers, and command 
the water space! W 

Captain Kisiel formerly commanded 
the Engineer Dive Company at Fort 
Eustis, Virginia. 

Master Sergeant King is the Senior 
Career Management NCO, CMF 5/,.f()/ " 
the Engineer Personnel Proponency 
Office, U.S. Army Engineer School. He 
\Vas previously the first sergeant of 
the 518th Engineer Company, Fort 
Kobbe, Panama. 
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