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Enqineer Safety 

Bv A m /  Lie~rrerrnnl D(n.id P. 5riri.i.i.ond Ser*.eant Lov<~ltii M Riichic 

W lien soldiers are injured or killed in an accident, it is quarterly training guidance. This pivcs units time to plan and insure 
sometimes because they lack the training to safely drive that soldicrs who need driver's training can attend tlie course. 
the vehicles thcy are required to operate and maintain. 

Well-trained drivers can handle emergency situations caused by F 
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panic, whereas untrained operators typically have accidents in these 	 --~~ 
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sanie situatioos. Drivers should not operatc vehicles Tor even short 
distances witliout the correct training and licensing. 

Persotincl at tlie 5th Engineer Battnliori at Fort Leonard Wood 
identiticd driver's training as a weakness across the battalion. To 
corrccl this deficiency, they developeil a battalion-level program to 
train net\, drivers and re-educate cu~reot drivers. In addition to 
considering the requil-emenls specific to Fort Leonard Wood, they 
evaluated the way driver's training had been conducted in other 
units to which they had been assigned. They also reviewed the 
followin,o pertinent regulations: 

H 	 AR 600-55, Tirc A r m y  Drivrr  (,,id Opcr-nror-Standard-
izalion Proxron? 

0830-0930 

Inspection MamtenanceWorksheet 

D i v n g  Under Adverse Road Conritlo!>rH AR 385-55. Pwl-ention ofiMuto? Vehicle Accidents 

H FM 2 1-306, Manuolfir the Track Conlbirr Vehicle Di'i,,e~ 

H FM 2 1- 17, Drivrr Selecrio,~. Trui,ting, and Szpervisio,~: Ti.ack 
C O I I Z ~ O IVehicies 

When developing the pnigram, battalion persontiel cnsured that 
all facets of training were covered. They included driver 
maintenance responsibilities, driving in all types of weather and 
over all types of terrain, and emergency procedures peculiar to each 
type of vehicle. With the battalion's wide range of vehicle types 
(evervthine from MI 13A3s to HMMWVs to M916s to AVLBs). 
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0930-1130 H M M W V  Fam~l~ar~rat~onthis was onc of tlie most challenging blocks of instruction to 
1130-1300 Lunch 

For more information, call the battalion maintenance officer at 
(573) 596-0141 or DSN 581-0141. 	 Y 

Firsr Lieutenant Burris i.? the 511, Engineer Baiinlio,~ nrainte,~n,~re 
officer. 

Sergeunt Rilchie i . ~  the 5th Engineer Bar/olion NCOlC ,for PLL/ 
TAMMS. 
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Battalion persolinel developed a 40-hour program that covered 

all aspects of vehicle operations, including mandatory accident 
avoidance training and a block of instruction covering night driving 
and the use of night vision devices. Instructors includc the 
battalion's motor sergeant, maintenance technician. and Master 
Drivers. The schcdule for the week-long class is shown in thc 
figure. At the conclusion of the training, students are familiar with 
the HMMWV and are prepared to begin driver's lraining on larger 
and more complex pieces of equipment. Final licensing remains the 
responsibilty of Master Drivers within each company. 

Many of the training aids used in the class were available 
through tlie installation's Training Support Center. Thesc included 
videos on preventing driving while intoxicated; using seatbelts: and 
operating vehicles such as the HMMWV, 2.5-ton tmck, and 
HEMblT. The lessons wcre compiled into a drivcr's training 
booklet that has space for students to take notes. 

Since implementing the program in October 1998, the battalion 
has trained more than 50 new drivers. Feedback from the course 
has been very positive, and after each class an after-action review is 
performed to liitlier refine the haining. The class is scheduled each 
quarter, and tlic schedule is publisltcd as pan of the battalion's 
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