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THE GENER!,L BO.\RD 
ONITED ST!,TES FOJlCES, EUROPE'J\J THE,",IBR 

,\PO 408 

TEE MILIT:1RY POLICE ,\CTIVITIES IN CQ\mECTION WITH 
TEE EVACULTICN ,\ND ;DEI'JiNTION OF PRISONERS OF \'l,\R, 

CIVIU:,N JNTERNEES, ,\ND MILITAFIY PillS('NNEL 
RECOVEFED FRm: THE E-TJMY 

PRISCNERS OF '.'/,IR 

SECTCCN l 

COI.J.ECTJCT\'! 1 EV:~CU,\TICN 1 D;.s,'J'EN1ICN ,',ND CARE 

1, Planned Procedure, 
-....-=--'-'-=-'-

a,· The procedure for the ~ollection and evacuation of prison­
ers of war is sc,t forth in Field J;1E'1lU'113 19-5, 29-.5 and 100-10, as mod­
ified in the &tropean Thu,t.:ir by E11ropct.n Theater of operations Stand­
ing Opo:rstir:g ProcG01.U:re }'uP.lber lp, dcitcd 21 June 19411-, and later super­
soiled by a st,:mding opeor.~ting p:rbcedurc d1ted J December 1944, and 12th 
11:my Group c\dninistroti ve Standih.; OperF.lting Procedure dated 18 October 
1944, These doCUI'8nts direct thnt co:cp:mies escort their prisoners of 
wo:r to batt21lion callee ting poinb, bn1!talions escort to rcgirnmts; regi. 
ir.:c,nts escort tc- di vision aollocting points rlhero military police take 
chorgej that thr: ,'ll:'r.11{ evacl.lato f:<;or.: division collecting pointst~OUrtlJ!lY 
prisoner of ,:,or inclosurosl antl t)bt the cor.nunication5zone evacu.~,tG 
prisoners of ·;i:ir fro1:1 tht.a nriny in.:Jlosures to the central inclosuros. 
Tho pl:mned ,::rocedure further pro vidr;d thc1t o corps, part of <in aruy, 
not being no:rr.olly a link in tbtJ ,:,hain of ev'3CU9tion of prisoners, 
should, ho11e;ver, nornnlly Gstabli:'!h a collocting point to handle stray 
prisoners of war cnptur8d in th8 iwrps rear arui or reg_uir8d r'or inter­
rog'ltion purpos8s, 

b, The planned procedure conter,:pl·,.ted th,:,t routes for the 
cv1cu'ltion cf prison8rs of war by cw.paniE:s and b2cttalions ,should fol­
lor1 thE lines of c,vacuation of VJC\rnded or tho lines of n:,tural drift. 
In all '.,igher elm:ients the route,s shoulct follow the supply line in or­
der to use supply transportation, motor or rail, for the evacuation of 
prisoners of Yr,r. ,\caordingly collecting points and inclosures should 
be established along supply routes. 

c. This procedure also provided that interrogation of prison­
ers should be carried on throughout the route of ewwuation by the var­
ious cor:w~nd 0~helons only to the extent essentinl to the perticulrir 
comc'.,"'nd. Corps, not norcc1lly ., link in the chain of ovncuation, should 
keep interrog~tion tem:;s ~.t di vision collecting pain ts, or escort cor­
t:iin- prisoners of war ~1ith corps nilit·,ry police to corps headquarters 
for interrogation purposes, 

d. All the ~rove pl3nneJ procE:du:re set forth in fiold manuals 
and other documents were followed whenever practicable in the Turopean 
The:1tEr, There ·:10re, however, r.i.:tny vnri:,tions which will be discussed 
l~ter in this study, In the evacuation of prisoners of war, experienc6 

in the Europ&::m Thc1ter h!:!s veri1'ied that comr•:and r0sponsi bili ty for the 



accomplishment of t~is :nission is essentiel, In echelons having provost 
marshals the details of evacuation rested ½ith the provost marshal sec­
tions, :Experience dictates the necessity for clear and concise state­
ment of command responsibility for the evacuation from area to area and 
for the handling of prisoners of war enroute. In the European Theater 
this connnand responsibility was placed on division commanders from the 
point of capture to include the division collecting points; on army 
comrranders from division collecting points to include army inclosures; 
and on the communications zone commander from army inclosures to the 
rear thereof .14-There were =ny instances when this resJ)onsibil i ty was 
decentralized to subordinate elements, 2 often this decentralization was 
caused by a lacl< of means provided for handling prisoners of war, thus 
forcing the use of combat troops,14-

2. Evacuation During the oeerations, 

a. ~. Every effort had to be made by each echelon of 
comnand to relieve the next lower echelon of command of its pri~oners 
of war with the least delay, The movement of prisoners of war to the 
rear ,,as closely associated with the movement of supplies to the front, 
There was no transportation specifically provided in tables of organi­
zation and equipment for the movement of prisoners of war and transpor­
tation had to be diverted at times from its primary mission for this pur~ 
pose, Operations in the European Theater ,1ave proved that empty supply 
vehicles and trains are the only transportation that can be depended upo~ 
to be available daily over long periods of operation, In order to use 
supply transportation for evacuation of prisoners of war most effectively 
it is necessary for collecting points and i:10losures to be established 
aHng the supply routes and in the vicinity of class 1, 3, or 5 dumps.4-,.5 

b, Division, 

(1) Within the division and its ecnelons thE. method of 
collect.iilg and evacuating prisoners of ,wr follm,c:d 
that set forth in the planned procedure ::.n mc,ny in­
stances; in m'l.ny other instances there werEo varia­
tions. In general, companies did escort their pris­
oners of war to battalion collecting points, al though 
instances are reported in ~hich the battalion collect­
ed prisoners of ,1ar from compan;i.es, using an impro­
vised escort squad, Battalions Jl'.Brched prisoners of 
.. ar to the regimental collecting point or h8ld them 
until a truck load could be taken to regiment, Trucks 
\\"ere furnished at times by regim0nts on call froxn bat­
talions, In many regiments an improvised military 1-0-
lice platoon ,;as formed and the regiment accepted the 
responsibility of evacuating prisoners of ,,ar from bat­
talion coll£cting points~2 From regiment to division 
the sams varistions of method and rssponsibility ex­
isted. Regiments did evacuate to division collecting 
p~ints, a,,d divisions, using division military police, 
did evacuate from regime1:tel collecting points, Other 
variations from methods set forth in the 1clanned pro­
cedure were the bypassing of a collecting point of the 
next higher ech£lon because another collecting point 
was closer; and turning prisoners of war loose. on a 
main supply route and directing them to msrch to the 
rear in hopes that the next higher echelon would pick 
them up: This latter method was deemed necessary by 
some um.ts in fast moving situations when it v.a~ not 
desired to lose personnel by sendi'ng them to the rear 
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v;i th :prisoners of war, The opinirm oi: all of'f'icers con­
sulted who have handled prisoners of war in the division 
and lbwer echelons favors the procf:'d.ure that companies 
evacua~e to ba"'italion, and "'.hat all echelons a~~ve the 
ha ttalion evacuate from th8 next lower echelon. It 1s 

realized tJ-iat there v,ill be situEitions in \'.hich this 
procedure 1.ill be varied, 

(2) Divisions are practically unanimous in the opinion 
that a higher echelon should evacuatE prisoners of 
,;ar from division collecting lJOints, 12.b. rrajor reason 
for this opinion is the loss of division military po­
lice personnel v.hon they are require~ to escort pris­
oners of 1·.ar to army or corps inclosures, Hov.ever, 
there v.ere occasions ,,hen ne oessi ty forced di visions 
to evecuate frcm the <:ii vision collect::.ng points. 
Th<ore ,;6re not alv,ays sufficient 8Scort guard com­
panies v.ith armiE-s to handle ell evscuation. At times 
army inclosures \";ere located sufficiently close to 
division collecting points so as to l!Bke it economical 
in personnel and transportation for C:ivision ,o eve.o­
uate prisoners of v.ar from the division collectins 
point to the army inclosurf:. Hov;ever, the principle 
that srmy should evacuate from division collecting 
points is sound end should be follov;ed, except when 
some local condition forces c:nother solution. 

C:l) Sick and ,;-;ounded prisoners of v;ar -.ere ovacuated 
through norlll£il medical channels in thE same manner as 
our o~;n sick and ,;ounded. 

c. Corps, Corps ostablishsd collecting points for prisoners of 
v:ar fer ths convenisncs of units in the corps nrea that captur<>d pris­
oners of .,ar an□ fer interrogation purposes. Distanc£.s from division 
collecting points to army inclosures end th£ number of prisoners of v,ar 
being captured at times2 c~used 6rmies to decentr~lize evacuntion re­
spcnsibilitios· tc, Ctl:t'-PS·.''1n such c&se:s armiE.s of necessity furnished 
the corps r,i th the escort guard uni ts. Hom,ver, armies did in many in­
stnnces solve this problem by establishing army 0dv.mce prisoner of .. Dr 

icclosures in corps areas in the vicinity of closs 1, 3, or 5 dumps, 
and retained thE. responsibility. In other instances, usually b€-cause 
of rc.pid end nbrupt cha'lges in the ermy £.Xis of odvnnee, the grent num­
bEr of :prisoners of war being taken, and the l&ck of rr.eens v.i th the 
army, the evacu£tion of prisoners of war from division collecting points 
to corps inclosures was dcccntralized to divisions .:.nd corps ,;;ere re- -
uponsi bl.;:· for opcr&tion of the inclosures. Army evE,cunted from corps 
inclosures in these cases. The. um:nimous opinion of officers consulted 
is thet ermies should evacuate prisoners of ,;nr from division coll6cting 
:points and corps inclosures. It ,·;as furth8r thoir opinion that corps 
should maintain 811 assisting interEst in the ev.;cuntion of prisoners of 
iear from division collecting points Eind thet corps shodd be contt.cted 
by division w,1enever necessary to relievs eny congestion of prisoners of 
v,nr at the division 1£vel. 

d. Armies. Except as noted under di visions &nd corps in tho 
preceding paragraphs, armies did evacuate pris_oners of ,;ar from division 
collecting points and corps inclosures and did use returning supply 
transportation for this purpose, Experience i.n the European Theater 
shov;s that detailed planning by the provost IILfShal, coordinated with 
G-2, G-3, G-li., Surgeon, Sigm:.l, quartermaster, .Enginc;er and staff sec­
tions concerned is necessary to properly distr:i.buto the means available, 
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and if necessary augr,:ent these l)leans from other troops, ann to prnp8rly 
take advantage of av,1ilable transportation, if prisoners of war are to 
b0 cleared each 24 hours from corps inclosures and division collecting 
points. 2 ,4,5 

e, Cornmunica tio~Zone. The canmunication3zone did evacuate 
prisoners of war fron army inclosures.3 This was accomplished by decen­
tralization to the advance section communication.zone and to base=sec­
tions concerned, Returning supply trBnsportation, motor and rail, was 
utilized, Responsibility for movement of prisoners of war betsrnen l:Bse 
sections rested with the base section in which the movement originated. 

SECTION 2 

ADt.'.HlISTRATION OF PRISONER OF '7AR INCLOSURES 
Al'"D COLLECTING POINTS 

3, General. 

a, The provost marshals of divisions, corps, annies and ccrn­
municatiorazone sections were responsible for selection of sites and ad­
ministration of prisoner of ;1ar collecting points a.'ld inclosures in thed.r 
respective commands and the supervision of the actions of the military 
police escort gu~rd personnel or other troops design,3ted to accomplish: 

( 1) The reception and detention of prisoners of war. 

(2) Operation of inolosure or collecting point in accord­
ance With thE: provision,s of Field Itanual 27-10, the 
Ru.les of li'\nd 1//arfare, 

(3) Enrring and removal of all sightseers fran the vic­
inity oi Ghe inclcsure or collecting point, 

Ur) Preparation of prisoners of ,,,ar for evacuntion. 

(5) The use of prisoners of war, insofar as :;iossible, for 
inclosure and collecting point administration, 

( 6) Investigation of all deaths of prisoners of war occur­
ring at the inclosure or collecting point, '//here pris­
oners~ro in United States custody, and the furnishing 
of reports of death as reQuired by higher headquarters. 

(7) Punishment in accordnnce with the provisions of Article 
of 'llar 104. This disciplinary c1ction uas of the same 
ty1i,, imposed in our O'•.-m anny on our m0m soldiers. 

4, Administration. 

a, The selection of sites -.-1as in general correct, and these 
ostablishmunts were located 'Jlcng supply routes in the vicinity of class 
1, 3 or 5 dumps. When collectir,g points or inclosures wen, not so lo~ 
cated, transportation for the evacuation of priso,ners of war presented 
c1 more serious problem, u_nd at times forced the, use of other than supply 
vehicles. Other factors in the selection of sites were a sufficient 
independent ,mter suyply, good drainage, shelter, and in the case of army 
ine;losu-··es, n site suitable for use by communications zone. Al though 
this latter cons1dercition 17as not of first importance, it did favor more 
rapid evacuation from the next established army inclosure, particularly 
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v1hen an equitable ,di visic-n of distance of haul from division collecting 
points to the corr,munications zone inclosure ,1as made bet·:1een army anc', 
communications zone. In warm weather "pen fields ,1ere used for collect­
ing points and advance army inclosures. :n cold weather these establish­
ments were located in b.tildings. They v1ere secured by wire inclosures or 
guards or both. 

b, Adrninistrati~n at collecting points and inclosures was di•­
rectted toward the accompli3hment of ,.rapid evacuation and the necessary 
interrogation of prisoners of war~•--1,t these establishments prisoners cf 
war were searched, segregated into officer, enlisted men and female 
groups; interrogated, screened, deloused, giVen medical care and issued 
rations where practicable, A head count record was ke_pt of the number 
received and evacuated. Proper reports 'nere renderGd on thosE> -uho died 
while in these establishmenLs, Whenever practicable collecting points 
and inclosures of divisions, corps 8nd armies were cleared each twenty­
:four hours, 

c, The number of army inclosunJs established varied ~i th sit­
uations, On relati,rely narros1 fronts and advancing on one axis, usually 
one inclosure served the purpose. On wide fronts, in fast moving situa­
tions r1ith ch~nging directions of advance or advancing on more than one 
axis, t,10 or. more inclosures 11en, often necessary in order to relieve 
frnnt line elements of their prisorn"rs of ·.1ar promptly, 

SECTION 3 

PROCESSING 

5. a. Army. During the early stages of operations in the :Ellropean 
Theater shipping rosters :·1ere prepared "n prisoners of ·,mr leaving the 
army inclosures because during this time prisoners of TTar leaving the 
army inclosures ,;oiere evacu::ited direct to the United Kingdom. The prop­
arati on of these rosters was discontinued at mmy inclosurr:s ,;hen ad­
vance section communications zone m1s est;;blished and ccrnmunications 
zone ,ms given the responsibili.ty for shipping prisoners of \"Jar from the 
continent. Subsequ,;ntlJ at aJ'.'my ir..:.lo.s-..ir-os there r,as no processing, but 
only the accornplishmont cf 11"'.fJ"fSi!:-'Y :·oci ·~i:1 e .Jeirdnistra ti ve i terns as 
given in paragraph h.b abc\·e.L, '';'~i-, is co11trary to the provisions o:f par­
agrriph 451 Field Manuol lGJ-lD. '.J'rd processing of prisoners of :,ar for­
TTard of the communications :,,<c".10 rco•, ires the pn,p~1ration and transfer of 
papers under unfavoralile circ",~!eHmc:;s 0f battlo resulting often in the 
loss of such papc:rs. 

b. corntr.unic,.i1,!':!':.:'....;"r..':'.· A~tc)r communic,itions zone ,1as estab­
lished it did process p.:-,s.,JC,."5 ::i:f 2·u) Thi3 ,,us ar.:cc.'Upliahed r.1ainly 
at central prisuner o:'.: •,mr s.nclo~ures, :iowc,vc,r, th::erc: m,re many caaes in 
v:hich processing units h~d to r,o to h~spitals, ;iriscner of ,mr labor 
eamps, army instc1llatior,s arcd ot,,c;r places in ord"r to complete process­
ing. During the early qtog~s of the operation processing did not keep 
pace ~Ii th the receipt of priaonEJrs of .. 1ar. This ,us not a fault of the 
"-Y-"t"m, tnt becnuse of a lack of pri3oner of \7ar processing compunies. 
Bused on the principle of rGlieving annies of the responsibility of' a~l 
unnecessary administrative functions, the policy of acconplishing com­
plete processing of prisoners of ·1ar in thG canmunicotions zone is sourui 
and .cthould be adhered to •in the future. 
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6. Prisoner of ';Var Information Bureau. 

The Prisoner of war Information Bureau, which is the per­
manei\.t office of record for pris::mers of war in the El.lropean Theater, is 
a ccmmunications zone activity and should continue to be so, With the 
processing of prisoners of '.~ar taking place in the comrrunicationa zone, 
the Prisoner of War Inforl!'ation Enreau is better able to ke~p in close 
touch with the installntions th8t do the processing, 

SECTION h 

COORDIJ" AT ION WITH OTHER STAFF SECTIONS 

7, Interested Sections. 

a, Har.dling of large numbers of prisoners of TTar is an impos-
sible task unkss it is closely coordinated ··;itl: other interested staff 
sections. Provost ~arshals of all echelons must and did coordinate their 
plans and oporations ·~ith other stnff sections and did c~ntinually co­
operate with them in ordm to nccomplish the provost marshal mission. 

b, The follo~ing nre tho major itoms for coordination and tho 
staff section concerned;? 

Steff Section 

Expected flo,q of prisoners of war - - - G-2 
'3earching and interrogn tion -
'Iransportation fer evacuation 

Supplies (rution:s,clothing, 
blankets, etc) - ~. - - • 

C omrm.mi ca.ti on" - - - - - - -
:Medical care and delousing 
Construction of inclosures and 
points - - - - - • - - - -

- G-2 
- -G-4, -Transportation Sec­

tion, Crdance, ~uartermas­
ter. 

G-4, Quartermastor 
-Signal 

- - - -Surgeon 
colkcting 

Engineers 
;·rater supply - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Engi110ers 
Lo.cation of sites (noar class l, J and 5 
dumps) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -G-4, Quart0rmaster, Ord-

nnnce 
Poliqies mid admiDistration governing 
prisoner· of war labor • • .. - - - - - - -G-1, G-4, ,Surgaon, Ord­

noncc, ~uarte:rr.1ast,n· and 
nny others authorized pri­
soner o:f ,mr lo bor. 

SECTION S 

~'.ILITARY POLICE lWITS 

8. :Elnployment and Allocation. 

a. Field Forces, 

(1) The i:ilitary Police Escort Guard Compnny, Table o:f 
Organization 8.nd Equipment Numbe:!:' 19-47, da tad 15 
Aue1,ist 1944, ..-1as the military police unit used in 
the Jil.lropean Theater by both tho field forces and the 
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comrr.unications zone for the evncuotion and g,H:irding 
of prisoners of 11or, Cor, munication.; zone also hod 
other military police uni ts \'lhich \7ill be discussed 
la tor, tut this typo of unit vms the only one so en­
g[lged by the; field forces excopt during the first 
three Months of operation when two platoons of 0 mil-
i tnry police pr~soner of war processing compnr.y were 
also utilized. Although military police escort guord 
compnnies ·,·1ern ini t iolly plnnnod for the field forces 
in operation "Overlord", none \70rc made available to 
armi<os, All such compnnies verc ossignod to the com­
municaticns zone. Upon organizing thG initial army 
six military pol:'.ce escort guard companies nerc trans­
ferred from ccmrnunica tions zone to this army. Si bse­
~ucntly tTTo of thcso six companies rrore tronsfcrrod to 
the next army forr;ed. 'J'l,o addi tianal companies -;mre 
obtained at o later di·tG for assi{lTlmcmt to the third 
army orgcinized for this op0ration. This number of mil­
itary polico e,scort guard companies ;-,as inudc~uate nna. 
forced the use of many combc,t troops into ths service 
of cv,icuating prison,:,rs of' .wr.2 , 1t was estimated during 
operations that ench interior army no oded as an n b.soluto 
minimuc militnry police escort guard companies on th0 
bas is of one per each corps in the army, plus ono com­
pony to oper'.3tG the nrmy prisoner of m,r inclosure, 4,5 
Due to tho shortug0 of these uni ts in' the Europc~.ff. 
Theater, it ·.ms possible to 80 eq,uci:12 onJ.y one .fil'l~Y.-H is 
felt thnt if' this .sam€. allocation could have been m8de 
to all annics at the beginning of their oycration the 
handling of prisoncro cf vmr v10uld have prestinted fmwr 
difficulties, On this oosis Gach onny provost mnrshal 
could· nssign an oscort guard company to support ooch 
corps or attnch tho ccmp11ny to a corps if ovocuation 
·ems decontrali'Zcd to corps. Vlhon tho ormy prisoner of 
·,7:Jr inclosure ·:ms si tu-,ted near the front, tho escort 
guard companies used in ovaeuation oporatcd out of tho 
army inclosurc :)nd ,:is the distance bGtl7ocn tho di vision 
collecting points nrn1 the, cirmy inclosure increased, 
these componie;s smre abk to move up ond bi vouoc nt 
corps inclosurcs, for,vm·d ormy inclosuros, or division 
collecting points, as -;;he sicuntion clictatul. In this 
monner they ,,ere able to m,1intnin cbso contQct ond fa,- .. 
cilitute rnpid ovacu'.:ltion, By having those comrmnics 
under the dirt-ction of the ormy provost i~rshnl, he -;;as 
Db"-e to attach them to his corps in accordonco ;7ith tho 
noed. For instonce, if ono of his corpa wos in a sit­
u,1tion ,1herE: it 'OJ:Js tnking no prisoners of ~10r, the 
cominny th8t usunlly Horiccd ·.1ith it could then lx; (l/3-

signed to assist the corps thot 'r✓[ls capturing the bulk 
of tho prisoners cf war. LikcTTisc the corps pro',ost 
m·1rshul could distribute the coEpnny omong his di Visions 
in accordnncc ni th the need. One escort guard ccmpany 
is sut'fici6nt to opcrc,tc an army prisoner of war inclo­
suro, cut bE;co~so it is ofton necessary for an onny to 
operate t,/0 or scm~ times thr~e prisoner of ·.mr inclo­
suros, t"o escort guard companies should be providod for 
this purpose. The opcr,·,tion of ormics in hrook-tm,oughs 
and other fast moving situations involving long disti::ince>'­
ond requiring more, than ono axis of ndvanco pro·;od that 
one escort g,.nrd canpor.y per oorps >1cs inodoq_uotc, nnd 
that t.-ro au.crli ccmponies :,:ior corps should bo ,wailablo to 
armies in those situotions. 
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(2) Eleperienoe has shown that the mission of escorting and 
guarding prisoners of war most economically can be ac­
com:,linhed by independent companies. Flexibility and 
mobility are essFntial and are best obtained in -units 
of company size, The e~cort guard company organized 
under Table of Organization and Fquipment No. 19-47, 
dated 15 August 1944-, should be equipped so that it can 
administer and supply an army inclosure 17ith a capacity of 
from eight to ten thousand and so that sections of this 
company can be utilized to handle SlllQller inclosures or 
collecting points. The 'table of organization and equip­
ment of this company should be increased to include suf­
ficient truck transportation so that the company will be 
cot:'.lpletely mobile. Six 2½ ton 6x6 cargo trucks in addi­
tion to the two presently authorized or a total of eight 
will accomplish this. During operations this unit is re~ 
quired to move on short notice in order to open a ne7r 
installation, Dependency on other agencies for trans­
portation caused delay and resulted in excess accumu­
lation of prisoners of war at division collecting 
points. Then, • too, after an escort guard company has 
moved to a new installation and distributed itself by 
section to evacuate prisoners of war, the organic 
transportation can be used to assist in the evacuation 
of prisoners of war from division collecting points. 
As stated earlier in this report, an army prisoner of 
war inclosure should have its omi independent v1ater 
supply. 1n order to accomplich this, an engineer water 
purification plont of sufficient capacity to serve an 
inclosure cf from eight to ten thousand should be pro­
vided in the table of organization and equipment. ;In 
addition the following list of equipment and supplies 
are considered a minimum total Qf those items needed 
by an escort guard company and 1mich is necessary to 
operate and maintain an army prisoner of nar inclosurs 
of from eight to ten thousand capacity.4,5 

Eag, canvas, uater sterilizing, 
-:1/cover and hanger . . 

Can, Dater, five gallons. 
Telephone . 
Switchboard . ~ . . . . . . . . 

complete 
12 
so 

3 
l 

Pouer unit, 3 KUA, 11_'5 vol ts 16 eye • 
Pump, gasoline, 2:L 3 x Jl, type AB 
El!lnkets, ·,,ool, o. d. . 

l 
l 

, , , .200 
Ten ts, pyramidnl , 
Ten ts, small, Yic1lI , • 
Lantern, gasoline, ,, .• 
Lamp, carbide, floodlight type. 

b • Conr.mnications Zone. 3 

4 
6 

• • • • • 6 
8 

( l) The advance section communications zone in order to 
carry out its res:ponsi.bili ty of evacuating prisoners 
of war from the army inclosures, should have sufficient 
escort guard cornpanieo so that two companies can be 
assigned to evacuate from each anny, During operations 
in the FUropean Theater the advance section ccmmunioa~ 
tions zone maintained one and sometimes two of their 
escort guard companieei ,;rith !=ach army, One company 
per ar;ny ·,,as sufficient during the firat part of the 
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operation but two per Army hFid to b9 used during most 
of the operation. These uni ts were bi vouaced at or 
near the arry inclosure in order to be imrrediately 
av:,ilable for handling evacuation to the rear. This 
prove-~ tc be the rr.oot efficient r,1ethod f'or· vroviding 
gu.::,rds when and where they were needed. The advance 
section communice.itions zone escort guard companies were 
shifted from time to tin;e between the armies, d<ipenden t 
upol1 which army was taking the most prisoners of war at 
the time. This link-up between the armies and advance 
sBction communications zone for evacuating prisoners of 
w2r created an operating team without which expeii.i tious 
evacuation would have been impossible. Eiq1erience shovrs 
that con:munications zone requires at least two rnili tary 
police escort guard companies to operate each standard 
central inc losure. 

( 2) 'i'he pr is oner of war overhead Detachment was the unit 
assigned to administer and operate a prisoner of •var 
centra1 inclosttre. This unit, composed of 28 oi'ficers 
and 169 enlisted ,,,en, ·.,as s8t up on a I;uropean Theater 
of Operations Table of Distribution ,md Allowance, <lated 
3 October 1944, designed to handle in closures oi' 20,000 
capacit0•, Experience haS shown that this unit ',ms ac1-
eg_unte to handle a static installation o:f this size. 
It is believed that tbe varying requirements for per­
sonnel nnd equipment of these overhead detachments can 
be better i:et by organization under Table of ('rganiza• 
tion and Equip'.Tlent }1umber 19-5,00, dated 25 September 
194_; rather than bY fixed strength tables of organiza­
tion and equipment. In eddition, military police encort 
guard detachr1:en ts orgnni z-eli • under Table ,;:f C rgani za tion 
sr1d Equipment Number 19-5D0, dated 22 April 1944, wore 
utilized as hoat guards for prisoners cf war beiug ship­
yed to the United ,States and were alao 1..1s ed tc escort 
and 1,,1.wrd pris, 1,ers cf war rlL1ri.ng overland movements in 
the ccinmunicaticns _zono when sutficient escort guard. 
~or 1;anies were not available. 

(3' Communicritions :tone sections utilized the military po­
lice priscner of war processing cor,1p<1nies, Tab.le of' 
Crg:,miza tier, and Eq_uipment Numl:er 19-237, dated 14 ,'lug• 
ust 1944. These companies, wt.ich vrere comyosed primari­
ly of German speE1king clerks and typists, handled the 
procesning which included the documentation a-t the cen­
tral prisoner of ,·mr inclosures, prisoner of war labcr 
cnmps, ,md hospitals. Experience f!roved that prlsoner 
of vrar processing companies sh,uld be av!:!ilable for as­
signment at the rate of one company per central prisoner 
of WGr inclosure. 

(4) It h~s been suggested that consideration be given to the 
organiza ticn of escc-rt ba ttalie)ns each being coi"·,po.sed ot" 
elements which could i:erform all duties ir, con,.iection 
with escorting, guardiu,_,, processing, ;ind administering 
pris,,,,ers of war. Zxperience shows that these duties 
vary ·vi thin a particular a;:,ea as well RS between ereas, 
It is, therefore, believed that separate units to per­
form the above duties, whe:re required, aree the more 
feasible, 
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9. Conclusions. 19 

a, That tho procedure for the handling and evacuation of pris­
oners of war as set forth in Field w:muals 19·'5, 29-5 and 100-10, as 
modifiol by .El.lropeo.n Theater of Operations Standing Operating Procedure 
Number 16, dated J Dec.,mber 1944 and 12th Army Group Administrative 
standing Operating Procedure, dated 18 Octobor 1944, was follow.ed when­
over pr::icticable, and thnt there were mnny variations from this proco­
duro, 

b. That cCllllMnd responsibility for tho handling and evacuation 
of prisoners of wnr should bo clcorly defined and that the, command rl2/)­

J POnsibili ty in a theater should be r,s follows: 

( 1) 

( 2) 

(3) 

Di vision; From tho point of capture to include di vi­
sion collecting points, 
Army: From division collecting points to include army 
inclosures. 
Ccrnr.iunica tions Zone: From army inclosuros to the roar 
thereof, 

c, That tho policy of evacuating prisoners of war by empty 
aupply transportation was sound Jnd should b8 followed, but thnt there 
were occasions when other transportation ,ns req_uir0d. 

d, That prisoner of war collecting points ond inc losures were 
loca tcd ot. or near cl'ls s 1, 3 and 5 dumps in ordElr to :f'A.cili tate the uso 
of returning err.pty supply transportation, and that wJ-:cncvcr collecting 
points or inclosures were locat&d other th= ot or near class 1, 3 or .5 
dumps, transport,c,tion difficulties were encountered, 

e. That many regiments organized special platoons and used 
them as one nf their duties to 0vncuato prisoners o:f war :fran bottlllion 
collecting points to regiment and then to division collecting points, 

f. That the opinion of officers consulted is practically unan­
imous to tho effect that ccmp'1nies should evacu:Jto pri:3onors o:f vmr to 
battalions and that oach echelon above the battnlion should evacuato 
from the next lower ochelon, except in th" caso of tho corps when it is 
not a link in tho system of evacuation. 

g. That corps did establish corps inclosurcs for tho con­
vonionco of units in tho corpa roar area, r,nd that corps did operate 
inclosuroa and wore responsible for evacuation tmd handling of prison­
ers of war in mnny instances as directed by ,:n:mics, and that corps 
should maintain !Ul interest ot Dll times ai::d should assist, where nec­
essary, to insure the clearance of division collecting pointa, 

h, That in cases armios varied frcm tho planned procedure in 
handling pt-isoners of W8r by decentralizing their rospr,i;:isi bili ty to 
corps ~nd to di visions, hlt thnt the planned procedure wo.s in general 
sound -'Ind that proper me·ms should be available to GIT'lies for its exe­
cution. 

i. That coc!Jllunica tions zone followed in general the planned 
procedure ~nd that this procedure w1s gener~lly sound. 

j. '!'hat the provost marshals of all echelons in tho chnin of 
evacuation ·of prisoners of war uero respcnsi ble i'or tho selection of 
sites for collecting points and inclosun,s and for tho ,:idministration 
cf these osta blislments, 



k. That administration of collecting points and inclosurcs 
within tho army was li¢itod to facilitate rapid cvacuotion and accom­
plished only the following: searching, segregation, interrogation, 
screening, dclousing, medical carci, feeding, and a ho,1d co':.lnt record. 

1. That the number of prisoner of war inclosures operated by 
an a:tmy varied, and that facilities should be available to permit the 
operation of nt least two inclosurcs per amy, 

m. That the processing of prisoners of war, except tho adnin~ 
istration accanplished by armies, was and should bo accanplished at 
central inclosurcs in the communications zone and, whore this was not 
possible, at such other pl,ces where prisoners of war requiring pro­
cessing were located, and that Field Manual 100-10 nnd other appliG□ ble 
publications should be so modified. 

n. That cooperation and coordination by provost marshals with 
intorcsted staff sections we:rovital in hnndling prisoners of war to in­
sure such matters as correct location of prisoner of war installation 
sites, tho availability of transportation, the obtoining of necessary 
supplies, medical care, construction and co=unications. 

o, That tho mun bor of mili tory police escort guard conp,mios 
provided for operations "Overlord' was inadcg_uato for the field forces, 
and that they should have boen available for allocation to oach army at 
the rate of two por corps 'l!ld t110 for tho operation of !UlllY prisoner of 
war inclosures. 

p. That Table of Organization and Equipment Nllilbor 19-47, 
dated Jj August 1944, Military Police Escort Guard GCl!'1pmiy should pro­
vide sufficient transportation to m;:ike the ocmpany mobile and su:fficient 
other equipment for the operation nf s prisoner of war inclosure of 
10,000 capacity. 

q. That ccr.ununicationSzone requires two military police escort 
gu'U'd ccmpnnies per amy for evacuation of prisoners of war from □my 

inclosures, nnd that each section of the can~unicationszonc requires 
two such ccmpanies per central prisoner of war inclosurc. 

r, That overhead detachr.ients for tho operation of central 
prisoner of w~r inclosures, and units for prisoner of w~r transportation 
guards, boat and ovorland,were.genorally adequate, and that such units 
can better be organized 'l!ld oquipped under T~ble of Organization and 
Equipment Number 19-500, dated 25 September 1945, than by establishing 
fixed strength units, 

s. That processing compo.ni~s organized under Table of Orgoni­
:;,,otion and .El:],uipment Number 19-237, doted 14 August 1944 norc satisfac­
tory, and should be alloo□ tcd ot the z•ot;:, of one per contrt1l prisoner 
of war inclosure. 

10. }lecommenda tions, 

a. Th~t ccmnand responsibility for the handling and evacua­
tion of prisoners of war r£ clearly defined !llld that this responsibil­
ity be with divisions from the point of capture to include division 
oollecting points; with corps, only when so decentralized by army, 
from division collecting points to include corps inclosures; with 
armies from division collocting points to inoluno snny inclosures, ox­
cept when decentralized to corps; and with cClnJllUnications zone from 
3rmy inclosures to the rear thereof, 
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b, That all echelons be required to make the □nxi□um use of 
empty supply tnmsport::ition for the evocuotion of prisoners of wrtr. 

c, That prison er of wir collecting points ,3nd inclosuros bo 
located. along supply routes nt or neor class 1, 3 and 5 dumps. 

d, That comp3nies evacuate prisoners of war to battnlions, 
that e'.lch echelon above the 'tatto.lion evacuate from the next lower 
echelon, except in the case of corps 17hen it is not ci l.ink in tho sys­
tem of evacuation and that sufficient troops, other than military po­
lice, be provided for this purpose at regimental and bnttnlion lovols. 

c, That the corps be not normally a link in tht: chain of 
evacuation of prisoners of wnr but that it □aintain interest at all 
times to insure the clearance of division collecting points l.'.nd to 
assist in the latter when nocessary, 

f, That administration at collscting points and inclosuros 
within the army be limited to necessary searching, segregation, inter­
rogation, screening, delousing, medical care, feeding and a head count 
record of those received 'lnd evncuated, 

g, That the processing of priscners of ,7ar, except the adrnin­
istra tion accomplished by armies ( see paragraph 9 k), be the responsi­
bility of the cor,1municatior6zone, to be acc~plished m'linly at central 
prisoner of TTar inclosures, bi.it wh'eneTer ne.o:essary I ot hospitals and 
such other place8 prisoners of w-::r requiring processing may be, and that 
Field Manual -100-10 and other applicable publications be so modified. 

h, Th'.lt provost marshals te required to coop0rate 13Ild coor­
dinate with intGrested staff sections to insure such LJatters us corroct 
loc'.ltion of prisoner of war installation si tea, the availability of 
transportation, the obtaining of necessary supplies, ffiedical care, con­
struction and communications. 

i. Thnt military police escort guard canp1rniea 1;e made avail­
oble for assigIJr.1e!lt to armies nt the rate of two per corps and t110 f'or 
the operation of army incloaures ,_ 

j, That Tablo of Organization and Equipment Number 19-47, 
dated 1.5 August 19411, be changed to provide items of eguipment in the 
amount specified as follows: 

Truck, cargo, 2½ ton, b x 6 . . 
Bag, canvas, water sterilizing, 

w/cover & hanger • • , , 
Cnn, ~ater, five gallon 
Telephone . • , .•• 
Switchboard • • . . . . 

complete 

power unit, 3 KUA, 115 vol ts, 16 eye 
pump, gasoline, 2½, 3 x 3¼, type AB . 
Blankets, wool, OD (over & above organization 

equipment) 
Tents, pyramidal 
Ten ts, smctl1 wall 
Lantern, gasoline 
I.amp, carbide, floodlight type 

8 

12 
_50 

3 
1 
1 

.1 

.200 
4 
6 
6 
8 

k. Ths t communications zone be allotted military police escort 
guard companies at the rate of two per army and that each cornmunicr:.tions 
zone section be allotted two such companies per c0ntral prisoner of' war 
inclosure. 
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l. That overhead detachments for the operation of central 
prisoner of war inclosures and uni ts for prisoner of wnr tr!lnsporta­
tion gu:,rds, boat and overland, 'ce organized and equipped under Table 
of Organizc1tion rind Equipment Number 19-.500, dated 2:5 Sept,smber 1945, 

m. That processing companies organized un:'l.er Tll ble of organi­
zation and Eg_uipncnt Nuaber 19-237, 14 August 1944, be allocated to 
comunicationt zono sections at the rate of one per central prisoner of 
war inclosure. 
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CH.'IPT.ER 2 

CIVIU.\N INTERNEES 

11. Reaponsibilit~. Civilian internees were generally of throe 
categories; ( l) those who h"d been CAptured while oerving ,1i th the 
enSI!ly forces 3nd who had assir:ri.lated rank, (2) war criminals, (J) se­
curity suspects, The handling of persons in c~tegory (1) was the re~­
sponsibilityof the provost narshal of -on.ch 'l'l;ilic.lon .at command, 
of those in category (2) was prim0rily the responsibility of the Judge 
Advocate, and of those in category (3) v1as primrily the responsibility 
of G-2, rut the provost narshal dctcined such person5 in categories 
(2) and (3) when requested by th<c responsible staff section, Civilian 
internees falling in c3tegory (1) were collectea with the prisoners of 
w3r and all ddails relative to the core, guarding, evocuat ion 1md ad­
ministration were identical to th~t used in hondling prisoners of war, 
The common prnctice, and the nost practical, naa to detain these indi­
viduals in sep~rute conpounds of the prisoner of Viar collecting points 
or inclosures, if in a division or corps, until evacuation to the army 
inclosure, where they were again screened ond det9.ined iii\ either can­
pounds in the arr.iy inclosure or in separate inclosures~•""nuring the 
last stages of the operations the appreht;nsion of W,'lr <;rininals and 
security suspects in large nunbers nade it necessary tc establish sep­
~rate civilian internee cacps. No persons in categories (2) or (3) 
were evacu'.1ted or oovs;d withcut the concurrence of the staff section 
concerned, 

12, .Evacuation and Adninistration. Although standing operating 
procedure calh,d for a cnreful ccreening of civilian internees nt di­
vision and corps levels ,1 it was found th11t ir, rapidly moving situations 
this practice ,ms imprRcticable and therefore theao persons would pass 
to a!'I'ly inclosures for thorough screening for either release or evacua­
tion. Tho civilian internee camps nentionea in the preceding paragraph 
were erected at the insistence of G-2 1 who had anticipated a much great­
er civili~n internE:e take than was encountered during the operation, 
The need for these camps in anny areas did not exist until the later 
stages of the vmr .~nd after the cessation of hostilities, :vhen civil­
ian internees were moved or evacuated, r.orr.1al prisoner of war channels 
were used and found generally adequate, Fr·equ,mtly civilian internees 
were released before a thorough check had been made and as a result a 
second apprehension of the individual was necessary, This proved in 
the majority of instances to be almost impossible, 

lJ, processing. The processing of civilian internees consisted 
of such document3tion as was necessary to maintain a proper location 
record of the internoe.1 At civilian internee can.pa a card index of 
eqch indi vidunl was r.mintained :for ready reference, An arrest :report 
form wri.s accoriplished on each ci vili,m internee either be.fore he was 
committed for detention or after he arrived at a prisoner of war in­
closure or at a civilian internee c1lr.lp, Other interested agencies in­
terrognted internees Alla ;2ointained necessary case records. This was 
not a function cf the provost oarshal. 

14, Intereatea Soctions and ,\gencies·. In thB handling of oi vii­
i an . internees the .coordination 11i th other staff sections and agencie,,'l 
was identical to that necessary in the handling cf prisoners of mU". j 

See paragraph 7, Section 4., Chapter 1, above. 
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15. Conclusions. 

a. That civilian internees were handled for the most part 
through the sar.ie channels as prisoners of war and that they were de­
tained ci ther in separa to crn:'!pounds of prisoner of war collecting 
points and inclosures or in separate civilian internee camps. 

b, That prisoner of war channels were adequate to handle civi­
lian internees during the operation.except for the later stages and af­
ter cessation of hostilities when it became necessary to establish sep­
:irate civilian interneEs camps because of the large numbers involved, 

c, That it was impossible to accomplish thorough screening 
for either release or evac·.u:ition at division and corps level and in 
the forward areas because of the large numbers involved :1nd the short­
age of screening personnel, As a result, final screening had to take 
placo in aroy prisoner of war inclosures and anny civilian internee 
camps, 

d, That in the evacuation or moyement of civilian interne0s, 
nonnal prisoner of war channels were used and found generally adequate, 

e. That processing consisted of such documentation as was 
necessary to maintain a proper location record of the internee and that 
other interested agencies naintained their own case records. 

16. Recc:mmendationa. 

a. That whenever possible civilian internees be detained in 
separate ccr.ipounds of prisoner of war inclosures thereby obviating the 
necessity of establishing sep::irate civilian internee crunps and mc1king 
necessary the er:iploycient of addi tion:-11 gu'.lrds and adr:!ini strati ve per­
sonnel for tlc.oir detention nnd evncuation.: 

b, That when the number of civili~.n internees apprehended 
renches such proportions that it is impossible to detain them in sep­
arate conpounds of prisoner of war inclosur£s, separate civilian in­
ternee camps be established in the vicinity o:f pri saner of v11:ir in clo­
sures. 

c. That sufficient screening personnel be fumished corps and 
divisions so thBt thorough screening of civilian internees can bo done 
at those levels thus obvi::iting the n(,cessity of evacuf.lti:ug han1less in­
dividuals buck to nrmy, 

d. That the evacuntion and movemmt of all civilian in terneos 
be handled through the s3!Je channels as prisoners of wAr insofar as 
practicable, 

e. That processing 0i' civilian internees by the provost mar­
shals be lirni ted to such docur.1entation as nec,essary to maintain a pro­
per location record and that other interesten agencies rn8intain their 
own case records. 
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CHAPTER 3 

CARE AND EV.ACUAT1CN (;F rnllTARY PEEl3CNNEL 
RECOVERED FROI' THE EN:EMY 

17. :RGsponsibility. The: c::1re '.sr,d evacuc1tion of rnilitnry personnel 
recov0red from th0 enemy were handled in general 3.S outlined in 11 .Eclipse" 
A"emorandum Humber eight of .Suprer.ie Headquartel'S ~nd in Stnndin~ Opera­
trng Proc8dur6 rumber 58 of the European !['heater. The responsible staff 
section in SUpn,me Headquarters 1vns G-1 nhiCh had a prisoner of war ex­
ecuti vc branch. This bruncl1 not only formulcited policies tut also sent 
re prcsuntati veo to the army e;roup headQuarters 0nd armies j'or operation, 
In Europerm 'Iho'.lter Headquarters tho s,,;ff responsi ":Jili ty was asaigned 
to the Europe:m Theater Provost r,:cirskil. rn tl:c field forcus the; gen-
£,rn l staff regponsi bility for handling this personnd ':las plocGd in tho 
G-1 sl'.ctions, r,ovmver in r:any hc>1.1dqunrters those sr,ctions also retainod 
the :respon:iibility for oper.:.:tion cind org1niz,on special stl1ff groups for 
the purpoc:0. In others the pre.vest m:irshnl sectinns were modo rosp,:in-
si ble fc,r opern tions in Y1hole or i.n p-,rt. 1 .'.3irnilcir ly, in the soctions 
of tho conrr.unic:otions zone the stnff rice ti.on rt sponsi ti.li ty rn:is not un­
iforrc,4 This l·rnk of uniform placing of .stc1ff re;:,ponsibili ty in the Vilri­
ous echelons of the European The'lter tended to cause confusion in atnff 
su porvision .,,nd coordin!:lti on• It ,:sppears that efficiency r1ould hflv0 
be:.8n furthGred h'ld th8 G-1 sections of 'lll i:,chelons been gi vc,n tho gen­
er:11 ot<Jf:f' re:sponsibility for h'lndling n,covored allied miJ.it1J.ry person­
nsl but the provost t~'1rshc1l see tions b':en given the 11rincipal sp,,c ial 
st[1ff rtospons i bility f'or opt::Jr•1tion. 

16. Proccdu.re. The .'!rmies were responsible for ccmm:md, adPJin­
istrc,tion, supply 1nd Gvacuation of recovured cilliod mili tm·y _personnel 
found in thC;ir nre1s. This pai•sonnel consisted of esc'\puro "1nd evciders 
'Ind tho,9e found in overrun camps, They \'/ere eonerally hnndled ns fol­
lows : 2 ,.5 • 6 

n. The esc.'Jpsrs nncl evad,,1·s, thosc, who found their wny to 
alJ.i,sd controlle:d territory by escaping c1i't0r being cc1pturud by the 
enemy or by E.widing Sllch capture, w0re gt:norally direct&d to the rear 
by forrnrd echc.lons ar,,d collected ,~t plcices rl0signr.1t8d by thci armies, 
frc:qucn.f;ly '1t prisoner of ·aar inclosuros, TThen,, there 1wre G-2 facil-
i tfos for their interrogation :rnd idt:ntific,"ltim. They ,,..,r,i kept un­
gu::irded -:nd provided proper cnr1.; .:,n,:l tn,•1tmont scpc1ratc: from the pris­
cners of rnr by the provc,st r.1e.rsh,ls. '.'/hen pro:ierly identified 
l:ni tcd strites 1nd British Cori1monwo'll th esc11per.s 1nd cw11dors ':,rero &i thcr 
returned to their uni ts, if th0y had not bu,n in ene:··;,, cnpti vity for a 
period exce:oding t1w months, or ov:1cuntr..d to thG ccrnc1unicati.ons zon0 
if th8y h'.td bueJn in c,ipt i ,,i ty 8Xcec,ding tl'lo months. Those not re., Lur·n­
ed to the:cir units by the mili tnry po.lice ,'lerc hc,ndloi by thtJ rc,plncw~ 
m1,•nt system. Oth,,r n1tion<Jlitics 'NFJre h·,ndlcd by G-5 '\S dispbcod 
persons. The procr:dure fer h·,ndling esc.1pe:rs 'ln,l ev3,lcrs wos g8nor­
~.Jly ·v:lcqu1te for the. numbor thr:it c:1me un:i1-,r th,.a0 clrissific'ltions. 

b. ,\llied personnel who -c1ere found in overrun c'1mps ·.-mre 
r0quired to rm1'1in ( 11 stay put 11 ) in those C'1mps 1nd boc'lme the staff' 
rcsr,cnsibility of G-1. Those ,1ho failed to do so ff . .ttot:.atically bc-
o,n', d ispl'lced porsons •mt the stAff r0spons i bili ty of G-5- When a 
c, ,mp ·,ms OV<c,rrun .-,. Prisoner 0f '.'/ar Executive ( P'!/X) officer from Su­
premo Hcndqu~rters, ;;ho had beE.n ntt'1Chc,d to tho .,rmy, h,;1d tho duties 
of ente::ring thu c1rnp to en1·orce the II st.~y put" policy m1d coordinating 
·1dmi21istrotion JncJ evr:wuntion und2r 'lrmy direction. HowevEJr, frequent­
ly by the tin:0 this off•icer re.c1ched thu cnmps he found thnt the 
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inmates had dispersed. This could have been avoided had ccmbat units 
overrunnin,;; the c!.ll::!po enforced the "stay put" policy nnd adequate troops 
and supplies plcmncd in advance teen ecteloned fornard as soon as the 
camps -.,ere uncovored. Hhen a camp remained intact, a commander· and 
staff usu·.,lly sekcted from the recovered personnel, controlled and ad­
min.ister<;;d it 'mdcr a:cmy di rec ticn. Serre difficulties in ,he control 
of rocoverod porsrmnel, particularly east8rn Europeans, were encoun­
tered ,vhich could hc1ve coon nvoidc-1 had then:; been sufficient liaison 
o:ft'icers of tho Silllle nationality as the r0cov0rod personnel. J\:rmy 
technicnl st=1f:f sections with tte Prisoner of Weir Executive (PWX) of-
f foor determined the rnintenance req_uircmen ts of the camp, such as 
qu3rtorrnaster, P1cdical ,'ln'I other supplies, and arranged for the necas­
sqry supply <md -'ldmin:strqtive services which did not exist et the canp. 
Ini tinlly all recovered personnel were supplied the S/lffie notion as 
their- libul'11tors, ho11ever, l'lter certain mitionali-:;ies, p=1rticularly 
eqstern Turopeans, were supplied vlith i.l ration mon:, suitablo to their 
ncition~l liking from "C"nited .Stotos an:! captured 0nemy ration ccmponents. 
r,,cdi~al service ,ms e;enerCJlly provided initially by the attuchmoe1t of 
'.l:nny instalhticns for the initial physiC'-11 examincitions and the evac­
U-:a.tion of serious c'lses. :u,·ter the medical care was returr:od to tho 
C'-1D1p hospital or dispensary staff. Although the care o~ the recovered 
p0rsonnel who r,:,mciined in. the camps a:1as gener2lly adequate, expo::-ionce 
indic:1tes th~t efficiency 11ould have hoen ,sr,rve1 if tho retention of 
such personnc,l in c11m_p wou:;_d mve been i:isured by tr.o units over:::un-
ing the camps, Rn:l if the necess'lry service troo:;is 2nd SUilplies had 
teen plcmm,d well in advance 11nd moved to the cmps i>:imodiatoly after 
their capture. 

c. The ovi:.cu1tion of sue!-. recovered personn8:i. as were, to be 
0w1cuA. ted was done by nir and raL_ from points arrengod by the "1,:nnics 
to the co'.llolmications zone. T;1.e United .Stetes .9nc', British personnel 
h11d prior·ity-one :iir lift from the point of rec1wery to a destin::1tion 
in corranunica tion.s zone where they recei vc,d initial doc-.mentation prior 
to return to the zor:e of tho i.--iterior. Although directivc,s of the 
Supreme Headqu.'>rtArs called for initial processing in the army aress, 
in actm1l prr.ctico the only processing considered essential ·uas a cur­
sory n:edical ox9min·-1tion and dolou.si.ng. Prior to air movement a com­
plete manifGst of ev.cacuee:s wc,.o :,ccomplishod by the camp co:nmandcr. 
A'--'-- oth<Jr proces:;in[l Yms disreg9red if the expedience of evacu9tion 
would b0 prejudiced by tte comp let ion. Western EuropeR11s wore given 
r-,il trmsport'ltion c1nd priority-two riir lift to communications zone 
border recepti'ln centec"s opor11tcd by tho vnrious nritionAl governments. 
C:hesc pGrsor:s vrere usu~lly processed prior to evacuation since United 
St1tes responsibility ceesed .,ith their receipt at border recepti.on 
st1tions. 

d. Upon qrri V"ll of United St'1tes recovered military person­
Lal c1t their l·,st dest1nntion on the cor.tinent, they were confronte<l 
with a 14 te !.i5 duy de:!.ny before proc:~eding to the Unite:l s·;ates.4 
This vms, no doubt, due in smc part to the :mount of transportation 
"- vo.ilable. Prii:0 c1rily, ho,,ever, it vms due to the lrrnk of processing 
personnel to in.itintE- tempo1°ary reco,-,i\s ,and 'Ilsa to the lengthy phy,sa­
ic,,l exmninatinn ordered by the '1hr Department which reg_uired rr:uch 
time, ,:md pcrsorn:el b cor:.plete. The:"e W3S considerable difficulty in­
volved in procuring mldical personnel in the Turopean ThGater at the 
time .:md if such exm.:r'_r_:ition could have been given in the zone o:f the 
ii; teri or, delc,y 11ould h,wo been r<:;duced ,nn maximun use could have be1on 
mode o:!." existing lift sp~ce. The transit cmnp used was a cor . .siderable 
di.stimce from -+;he nir lmiding field which involved 3 considereble trip 
ty truck, often under cro-,~ded. conditions 1ue to insufficient true.ks 
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available, The comp had temporary or canvas housing and was not loca­
ted near any large towns Vlhich could be used for recreation. More care­
ful selection of a transit camp would have furnished greater comfort 
and more recreation to the recovered personnel during the considerable 
delay involved.. 

19, Conclusions. 

a, That there was no uniformity in assigning the responsi­
bility for handling recovered allied nilitary personnel to certain 
st~ff sections throughout the various echelons of co~mand. 

b. That G-1 sections of all echelons should be given only 
generql staff responsibility for handling recovered ~ilitary personnel 
and thnt provost m.~rshal sections should be given the principal special 
staff responsibility for operation. 

c, That the procedure used for handling es capers and evaders 
was generAlly adequate for the nur.1ber involved, 

d, That there were insufficient allied liaison personnel of 
eastern :El.tropean n~tionolities to handle the overrun c~mps in the for­
ward areas, 

e. That efficiency in the hondling of recovered military per. 
sonnel would have been increased if their retention in camps v1ould have 
been insured by the units overrunning the camps md if the necessary 
service troops 3nd supplies would have been pl <inned well in Bdvance and 
moved to the C1T'.IPS inr.,edfotoly nfter their recovery. 

f, Thqt processing in the a:rmy areas shoulc be restrictec to 
that consistent '.7ith speedy ev9 □U'ltion, 

g. That there vns a lack of processing personnel to complete 
individual records in the lTni ted States transit car.1p in the comrnmica­
tions zone. 

h, That the lengthy physical exar.,bstion ordered by the War 
Department to be completed on the continent Cl\USed considerable delay 
in evacuating personnel to the zone of interior because of the lack of 
med·ical personnel av'.!ilc1ble, 

i. Th,:it more careful selection of the principal transit carr.p 
for staging recovered personnel to the zone of the interior would have 
furnished greater cor.ifort ,md more i'ecrea tion to the recovered person­
nel during the delr,:y involyed, 

20, Recommendations. 

a. Thet in tte assignment of the staff duties pertaining to 
recovered military personn0l in each headquarters, the G-1 section be 
the principal section responsibl£ for general staff duties and the pro­
vost marshal section bo the principal special staff section for opera­
tion, 

b. ThAt sufficient liAison officers of the sru~e nationalities 
as the recovered personnel be avAilable for attachP!ent to overrun camps. 

c, Th'1t uni ts recovP.ring militm'Y personnel not perr~i t them to 
disperse but hold them in pbce until tl:8y are taken over by the respon­
sible higher ech0lon and th:1 t the neeessary service troops and supplies, 
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pl3nned well in advance for the purpose, be avRil~ble and moved forward 
to take care of reyovered personnel immediately after they are recovered. 

d. That sufficient proc~sing personnel be providoa transit 
Cclmps so that evacuation of recovered personnel will not be delqyed ex­
cessively ::md thRt proc0ssing in tfle arnw areas be; limited to th,t con­
siotent with speedy ev,1cuation, 

e. ThAt lengthy physical examinations be given in the zone of 
the interior or that sufficient medical personnel be made available so 
that evacuation to the zone of the interior will not be unduly delayed. 

f, That transit cRnps b<; selected with r, view to tho greatest 
possible confort and recre~tion consistant with speod in evacuntion, 
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