CAPTAINS AS S3sS:
WHAT’S THE SCOOP?

By Capéain Mike Brobeck

[ wou hoven't heard discussions about captains (promat-
able [P} or captaing serving ns battalion 53s {Operations
and Trainimg Cfficers) ved, you may. It isn't & program,
it"s an cxcepdion. There nre currently more requirements for
majers thon there are mojors available. This s troe Army-
wiche, oo ust m the engineer branch,
Thid i& not the firgl tEme the Army las fownd dsell inon
position fo ploce captuns in 53 positions. I8 also hoppened in
the carl:,.' 1980

Ground Rules

nticipating thot il may b necessary o place cap-
Amm:F: or capluins m 53 positions, the U5 Ammy

Perconne] Command (PERSCOM ) 15 ready 1o [uarzn-
iee 1 2-month stabilization for these officers. However, some
conditions must be met before 2xceptions are made:

B There are no majors in the brigode or division or on an
installation, regardless of mililary education level (MEL-
4} status, who can fill the position

B Prior cooidination s sccomplished with the Engincer
Bramch of FERSCOM

Branch Qualification
concument Bsuwe i3 hmnch gualifieation. While THA-
DOC determines what constinutes branch qualifics-
tion, PERSCOM 'y asstnment policy will be o follow
these guides:

W Captoins () who serve as an 53 for a minimom of ore
vear will be considered as having served their duty with
soldiers as o majer; they will not be rowtinely considered
for sdditional duty with soldiers as a junior major. Some
miy serve AEain in their senior years as o mapor.

W Capinins who serve i these pesitions will not be considensd

fully developed. Dunng their eorly years as o magor, they
will be retumed 10 troop anits for funher development,

Implications

f there v such o shortage, why can'’t I get to a froop
wnit! The Ammy's leadership determines the relative pri-
ority of personnel filling an organization. This translates
mio an officer distribution plan that stepulates the aumber of
officers by grade and specialty who can be pssigned fo an
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arganization. Due 1o the shoroge of mgors teis fiscal veae,
many organizations have o higher prongy of Gl than do
troop uniis. This translaes imo fower opporuonites for
majors o be assigned o froop wnil installations during the
fiscal vear,

As Huym', How da | et Iy be an X3 or execntive u__||:|'“':.|.'t.r'
(XD There are iwo ways (0 position yourself on or near a
troop mdtalistion 1o incresse your chances of gelting mio the
quene [or an 53 or XO position:

B Seek o shor-tour assipnment with o follow-on assipn-
menl back 10 3 troop installation.

B Seck an asspmment 0 major command or field opemting
agency that s collocated on o roep installotion (sech as the
Intelligence and Secunity Command, Army Matenel Com-
manal, Forces Command  Active Component/Beserve
Componend, or CGpershonal Test pnd Evaloption Com-
mandy. Cee there, conact the senior engineer commander
at the installntion and your assignment officer &t PER-
SO0M 1o express your desire 1o serve a5 on 53 or X0

I'im a majer who walked right info a branch gualifving
Jod, Will I b reaxsigned once I have served for |2 months
as an 53 or X0 and kave 12 monrths on steffon? This is o
proasibility, based on other requirements Por engineer officers.
However, the Engineer Branch will make every effort not 1o
miove o mager and histher family after one year on stalian,

Conclusion

he key to success is communicotions! The Enginesr

Branch will continue to sirive for that oltimate "win-

win' assignment for the officer, the anit, and the Armmy.

For information or assistance, coniact Major Scoit Dias,

Engincer Majors Assignment Officer, at {31 325-5697 or

c-maill dizss@hoffman-emhl.ammy.mil; or Licutenant Colo-

nel Dave Ridenowr, Engimeer Branch Chief, at (703) 325-
5693 or e-mail ndenoud @holfman-emh |Lamy.mil.
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