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1. BLUF: Special Victim's Counsel (SVC) Judge Advocates are uniformed attorneys who
provide legal counsel to eligible clients reporting as victims of an alleged sex-related offense
or an alleged domestic violence offense. SVCs deliver exceptional legal representation and
advice to their clients and empower clients through professional competency and advocacy.
SVCs ensure the clients' interests and rights are recognized and protected throughout all
proceedings

2. PURPOSE: The purpose of this information paper is to detail the scope of the Special
Victims Counsel Program and discuss the role of the SVC in the military justice and
administrative processes involving an alleged sex-related or domestic violence offense.

3. DISCUSSION:

a. Army SVCs are Judge Advocates (JAs) who receive specialized training and are certified
by The Judge Advocate General (T JAG) to provide legal assistance to eligible victims of
sexual assault and domestic violence. To be eligible for SVC services, victims must be
either active duty Regular Army Soldiers, members of the Army Reserve and Army National
Guard in a Title 10 status or an active duty for training status, or a dependent, and Army
Civilians; and the alleged perpetrator must be a U.S. service member on active duty or in an
active duty for training status. Once eligible, victims receive legal services for sex-related
offenses, domestic violence offenses and related retaliation, not including sexual
harassment. Army SVCs competently represent their clients throughout the military justice
process. They advocate for their clients' interests, even when the client's interest do not
align with the Government's interests. For sexual assault victims not eligible for an SVC
(e.g., the alleged perpetrator is not subject to Article 2, UCMJ jurisdiction), and when the
case is being handled by German authorities (police and prosecution), IAW AR 27-50 and
AER 550-50, the victim may request from OJA (Client Services SPD) the hiring of a local
national German attorney to represent them and act as a liaison with German authorities
during German court proceedings.

b. An SVC's primary duty as an Army lawyer is to his/her client and no other person,
organization, or entity. They empower their clients by fostering an understanding of the 
military justice and administrative processes thereby enabling their clients to make informed 
decisions. SVCs function as a part of an interdisciplinary team of professionals providing 
service to victims of an alleged sexual assault or domestic violence incident and assists in 
the resiliency building process by ensuring access to services through referral as 
appropriate. Further, pursuant to Section 541 of the Fiscal Year 2020 National Defense 
Authorization Act, the Secretary of Army has four years to ensure that each SVC's caseload 
"does not exceed, to the extent practicable, 25 cases, [at] any given time." Thus, enabling 
greater focus and legal support to each victim. 
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