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Kari Rogers/GFO/RK/BLM/DOI

05/30/2007 04:02 PM

To

Heath Emmons/GFO/AK/BLM/DOI@BLM, William Runnoe/GF0O/AK/BLM/DOI@BLM
cc

Bruce E Rogers/GFO/RK/BLM/DOI@BLM, Ramone McCoy/GFO/AK/BLM/DOI@BLM
bece

Subject
military overflight in the Delta WSR corridor

Today, 30 May 2007 at about 1 p.m., while I was driving south on the
Richardson Highway near MP 207 adjacent to the Delta Wild and Scenic
River

corridor, I experienced something like never before. Out of nowhere,
there was a deafening blast with repercussion and tremendous roar that
absolutely scared me to death. My first thought was that my truck had
exploded and I hit the brakes and pulled off the highway immediately.
The

roar continued as I jumped out of the truck; then another deafening
blast

and roar hit and I saw an F-16 jet blasting downriver above the Delta
River, scarcely 200 feet above the water. The jet was visible for

only a

moment or two before disappearing around a bend in the river. It
banked

hard around the corner and flipped 90 degrees to maneuver, like you
see

them do in the movies.

It was an impressive sight, but not something that I expected to see
that
close to the ground or within the Delta WSR corridor.

Kari

Kari Rogers

BLM - Wildlife Biologist
Glennallen Field Office
P.0O. Box 147

Glennallen, Alaska 99588
phone: (907)-822-3217
fax: (907)-822-3120
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Military Overflights

Delta National Wild and Scenic River
Gulkana National Wild River
Summer 2000

To files:

On July 17, 2000, BLM staff (Kathy Liska, Brian Glaspell, Denton Hamby and Heath Emmons)
left the Delta NWSR Wayside boat launch at approximately 2:30pm to canoe through the Upper
Tangle Lakes (in the Delta National Wild & Scenic River corridor) and portage to Dickey Lake
to float the Middle Fork of the Gulkana River (in the Gulkana National Wild River corridor).

While portaging from Upper Tangle Lake to Mud Lake, the group saw two USAF F-15 aircraft
flying overhead from west to east at 1000 agl or lower at 4:05pm. (The cockpits were easily
visible, but couldn’t make out the shape / forms of the pilots.) The noise was deafening.

The following day (July 18), the group entered the Middle Fork (from Dickey Lake) at
approximately 3:15pm. At approximately 3:30pm two USAF F-15 aircraft flew past from west
to east at about 1000 agl. The level of flight and noise and flight pattern were similar to that
experienced on July 17.

On August 9, 2000, at approximately 4:25 pm, Brian Glaspell and Denton Hamby were just
getting out of a canoe at the Delta NWSR Wayside boat launch when multiple sonic booms
occurred. The booms were so loud / intense, they nearly knocked them over. They did not
immediately spot the plane but shortly after thought they saw the aircraft flying north - northeast.

Another BLM crew was on the Delta River (near Eureka Creek) on August 9 also reported
hearing a series of sonic booms about the same time but no aircraft was sighted.

On August 8, Kathy Liska was driving the Denali Highway. At approximately 4:00 pm at MP
85 (west of the Susitna River) a loud roar was followed by a second roar (that was loud enough
to be almost overwhelming) caused her to pull off the road until the noise subsided. A passenger
car coming in the opposite direction stopped in the middle of the road and driver jumped out and
ran to the ditch. No aircraft was sighted.

Kathy Liska
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