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PROPOSED FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
HUSKY DROP ZONE EXPANSION PROJECT 

YUKON TRAINING AREA, ALASKA 
 

Pursuant to provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Title 42 United 
States Code Sections 4321 to 4347, the U.S. Army has assessed the potential 
environmental consequences associated with expanding the Husky Drop Zone (DZ) 
within the Yukon Training Area (YTA) at Fort Wainwright, Alaska. 
 
The purpose of the Proposed Action is to construct infrastructure in the YTA that 
enables the 11th Airborne Division to meet training mission requirements for Mass 
Tactical (MT) airdrops, follow-on mission assembly, ground tactical exercises, and joint 
force training. The Proposed Action is needed to provide a realistic Arctic training 
environment that can support large-scale joint-training exercises and readiness 
rotations in Alaska in support of the Army’s Arctic Strategy. This requires a DZ with the 
capacity to support three C-17s dropping 300 jumpers simultaneously. 
 
The Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Husky Drop Zone Expansion Project, 
which is incorporated by reference into this finding, analyzes the potential environmental 
consequences of the proposed activities and identifies environmental protection 
measures to avoid or reduce adverse impacts. The EA evaluates all potential impacts of 
the No-Action Alternative, Alternative 1A / Preferred Alternative (Expand Husky DZ, 0° 
Bearing), Alternative 1B (Expand Husky DZ, 21° Bearing), and Alternative 1C (Expand 
Husky DZ, 37° Bearing). Alternative 2 (Construct a New DZ) was eliminated from 
consideration because no suitable site within the YTA met the terrain, infrastructure, 
and safety requirements without overlapping or bordering the existing Husky DZ. 
 
NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE 
 
Under this alternative, no expansion of the Husky DZ would occur. The existing 225-
acre DZ would remain, limiting airdrop operations to one or two C-130 aircraft per pass 
and requiring up to nine passes to achieve an MT airdrop. No new road or utility 
infrastructure would be constructed.  
 
ALTERNATIVE 1A: Preferred Alternative - Expand Husky DZ, 0° Bearing 
 
Under this alternative, the existing 225-acre Husky DZ would be expanded by 
approximately 1,430 acres to create a 1,650-acre DZ with dimensions of roughly 3,979 
by 1,682 meters, achieved predominantly through tree clearance. This alternative is 
oriented to a 0° bearing. Construction would also involve extending the existing gravel 
access road by approximately 2.04 miles to a new 3-acre gravel parking pad, installing 
ditches and culverts as deemed appropriate, and placing approximately 1.13 miles of 
power and communication lines underground. 
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ALTERNATIVE 1B: Expand Husky DZ, 21° Bearing 
 
Under this alternative, the existing 225-acre Husky DZ would be expanded by 
approximately 1,433 acres to create a 1,650-acre DZ with dimensions of roughly 3,979 
by 1,682 meters, achieved predominantly through tree clearance. This alternative is 
oriented to a 21° bearing. Construction would also involve extending the existing gravel 
access road by approximately 2.20 miles to a new 3-acre gravel parking pad, installing 
ditches and culverts as deemed appropriate, and placing approximately 1.13 miles of 
power and communication lines underground. 
 
ALTERNATIVE 1C: Expand Husky DZ, 37° Bearing 
 
Under this alternative, the existing 225-acre Husky DZ would be expanded by 
approximately 1,439 acres to create a 1,650-acre DZ with dimensions of roughly 3,979 
by 1,682 meters, achieved predominantly through tree clearance. This alternative is 
oriented to a 37° bearing. Construction would also involve extending the existing gravel 
access road by approximately 2.57 miles to a new 3-acre gravel parking pad, installing 
ditches and culverts as deemed appropriate, and placing approximately 1.13 miles of 
power and communication lines underground. 
 
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
 
The EA analysis concluded that by implementing the environmental protection 
measures and operational planning outlined, the Army would be in compliance with all 
applicable environmental laws and regulations. The Army has concluded that no 
significant adverse effects would result to the following resources from the 
implementation of the Alternative 1A (Preferred Alternative), Alternative 1B, and 
Alternative 1C. While resources like land use, transportation and traffic, and utilities will 
experience negligible or beneficial effects, the Army will actively mitigate potential 
impacts on the following resources to support this finding as described herein. 
 
Air Quality  
 
Construction-related impacts are temporary and will be mitigated through standard Best 
Management Practices (BMPs), including applying water to control fugitive dust, limiting 
vehicle speeds on unpaved roads, and cleaning public roads of tracked-out dirt. 
 
Noise 
 
Temporary noise impacts from construction activities will be mitigated by enforcing the 
use of appropriate hearing protection for workers and adhering to occupational safety 
standards. Furthermore, non-essential personnel will be restricted from active work 
areas for the duration of construction. 
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Soil and Geological Resources 
 
Soil disturbance will be minimized at the source by cutting trees at their base rather than 
grubbing where possible. Construction impacts are further mitigated by adhering to strict 
BMPs, obtaining mandatory Dig Permits, and conducting 811 "locate requests" prior to 
excavation. 
 
Water Resources 
 
Impacts will be mitigated through the implementation of a project-specific Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan under an Alaska Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
permit. Broader aquatic impacts are mitigated by selecting the least environmentally 
damaging practicable alternative as the Preferred Alternative, which minimizes 
unavoidable disturbance to regulated floodplains and loss of regulated wetlands. 
Unavoidable impacts to wetlands will be authorized under a Section 404 Department of 
the Army Permit, and tree clearance activities within wetlands will only take place during 
winter.  
 
Biological Resources 
 
All activities will adhere to the procedures outlined in the installation's Integrated Natural 
Resources Management Plan, including protocols for inadvertent discoveries. To 
minimize impacts on migratory birds and comply with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
vegetation clearing will occur outside the primary nesting season (May 1 to July 15) 
where feasible. If clearing must occur during this window, pre-construction surveys for 
active nests will be conducted to establish a protective buffer wherein construction will 
be avoided. All construction will be governed by the installation's Integrated Natural 
Resources Management Plan. If a water crossing is identified as fish-bearing, culverts 
will be designed to meet Alaska Department of Fish and Game fish passage 
requirements. Timber salvaged during construction will be made available to the public 
through the Department of Public Works Environmental Firewood Harvest Program. 
 
Cultural Resources 
 
In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the Army has 
made a reasonable and good faith effort to identify historic properties. Cultural resource 
investigations will be completed prior to construction. The Army has consulted with the 
State Historic Preservation Officer and the appropriate tribal governments regarding the 
undertaking. All activities will follow the procedures outlined in the installation's 
Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan, including protocols for inadvertent 
discoveries. 
 
Hazardous Materials and Waste 
 
Potential impacts from hazardous materials and waste will be mitigated by requiring 
contractors to develop and implement a comprehensive spill prevention and response 
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plan. This plan mandates maintaining readily available spill kits on-site throughout 
construction, as well as the immediate containment, notification, and remediation of any 
accidental releases in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local 
regulations. 
 
Human Health and Safety 
 
To ensure human health and safety during project execution, all civilian contractors 
must strictly comply with Alaska and federal Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration standards. As a proactive safety measure, comprehensive clearance 
surveys will be conducted before any excavation begins. Furthermore, if concerning 
debris is identified within the active range maintenance area south of the Husky DZ, a 
stop-work order will be immediately implemented to secure the site. 
 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 
Based on my review of the facts and analyses contained in the EA, conducted under the 
provisions of NEPA, and considering the public and agency comments received, I 
conclude that the implementation of the Alternative 1A / Preferred Alternative (Expand 
Husky DZ, 0° Bearing), Alternative 1B (Expand Husky DZ, 21° Bearing), and Alternative 
1C (Expand Husky DZ, 37° Bearing), will not result in significant adverse environmental 
impacts. Accordingly, an Environmental Impact Statement is not required. The signing 
of this Finding of No Significant Impact completes the environmental impact analysis 
process. 
 
 
 
 
   

John W. Campbell  Date 
Colonel, USA   
Commanding 


