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Figure 1. YTA and undertaking location. 



In general, this portion of YTA is thought to have low potential for archaeological 
sites. To date, 26% (or 67,500 acres) of land within the YTA has undergone pedestrian 
surveys and only twenty-two sites have been discovered. Of these, three historic sites 
have been found not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Of the 
nineteen prehistoric sites, most are small lithic scatters or isolated finds and fourteen 
sites have been found ineligible for the NRHP. No sites have been discovered within 
the APE. 

Determination of Effect (36 CFR § 800.11 (d) (3)): After careful evaluation of the 
Husky Drop Zone Expansion in YT A, USAG Alaska concludes a finding of No Historic 
Properties Affected. USAG Alaska requests your concurrence this finding. 

Copies of this letter will be sent to federally recognized tribes (Village of Dot Lake, 
Healy Lake Village, Nenana Native Association, Northway Village, Native Village of 
Tanacross, and Native Village of Tetlin) and the Bureau of Land Management. 

If you have any questions regarding this project or require additional information, 
please contact Elizabeth A. Cook, USAG Alaska Cultural Resources Manager, at 
(907) 361-3002 or elizabeth.a.cook80.civ@army.mil. 

Sincerely, 

-=1~/-2. V 
Tim A. Sponseller, P. E. 
Director, Directorate of Public Works 



 

From: Meitl, Sarah J (ONR) <sarah.meit l@alaska.goV> 

Sent: Tuesday, August 15, 2023 9:40 AM 

To: Cook, Elizabeth A CIV USARMY IMCOM PACIFIC (USA) <elizabeth a cook8Q civ@armv mi!> 
Cc: Meitl, Sarah J (DNR) <sarah.meitl@alaska.gov> 

Subject: (Non•DoO Source) RE: Review submission: Husky Orop Zone Expansion (UNCLASSIFIED) 

3130-lR Almy/ 2023-00868 

Good morning, 

Could you forward to our office the survey report for the 2023 survey effort? 

Thank you, 

Sarah 

Sarah Meitl 
Review and Compliance Coordinator 

Alaska State Historic Preservation Office 

Office of History and Archaeology 

907-269 -8720 
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Introduction 
Fort Wainwright’s Integrated Training Area Maintenance Program at Range Control plans to 

develop training assets in Yukon Training Area (YTA) (TA 301). The existing boundaries of Husky 

Drop Zone will be expanded and the existing road extended into the Area of Potential Effect 

(APE). Activities include removal of all trees and shrubs to create a safe space for soldiers to 

land when parachuting from airplanes and infilling some low areas with gravel to extend the 

existing road. Ground disturbance may occur during the road extension, but isn’t expected for 

most of the project activities. Archaeological surveys of the APE found no prehistoric or historic 

sites. 

Area of Potential Effect 
The APE for this project is a 1440-acre area off of Transmitter Road in the northwestern corner 

of YTA (Figure 1). It extends approximately 2.75 km north of the existing Husky Drop Zone and is 

approximately 1.7 km in width. The APE is located within the floodplain of the Chena River and 

has little relief.  

 

Figure 1. Location of APE in YTA. 

 

 



The vegetation in the APE is made up of black spruce, poplar, and birch trees and an understory 

of wild rose, high bush cranberry, sphagnum moss, Labrador tea, and horse tail (Figure 2). There 

is very little relief in the terrain and significant amounts of standing water. The entire APE has 

been mapped for wetlands. Only approximately 220 acres, or 16%, of the APE is considered 

uplands (Figure 3). This area is underlain by permafrost. 

 

 

Figure 2. Vegetation in the APE. 



 

Figure 3. Wetland mapping in the APE. 
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Archaeological Surveys 
Archaeological surveys of the APE took place on 31 May and 2 June 2023. Standing water over 

most of the area made pedestrian surveys extremely difficult. Hip waders were required to get 

between dryer locations. The northernmost 400 acres of the APE were not accessed, but no 

ground disturbance is expected in that area. Previous surveys of part of the APE took place in 

2002 and 2013 (Figure 4). Surveys in 2023 travelled from the existing road to the two areas of 

upland north of the road as well as to the eastern and western portions of the areas 

surrounding the current drop zone. 

 

Figure 4. Archaeological investigations in the APE. 
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Four areas with a small amount of relief were tested for archaeological sites: 

Shovel Test 1 

Location: redacted

Findings: negative 

Stratigraphic information: 0-9 cm below surface (cmbs) dark brown-black (organic horizon); 9-13 

cmbs brown silt (A horizon); 13-24 yellow-brown silt (weak B horizon); 24-38 yellow-brown silt 

(C horizon); shovel test ended at gravel. 

Shovel Test 2 

Location: redacted

Findings: negative 

Stratigraphic information: 0-10 cm below surface (cmbs) dark brown (organic horizon); 10-16 

cmbs brown silt (A horizon); 16-19 cmbs brown silt (B horizon); shovel test ended at frozen 

ground (Figure 5). 

Shovel Test 3 

Location: redacted

Findings: negative 

Stratigraphic information: 0-12 cm below surface (cmbs) dark gray-brown (organic horizon); 12-

17 cmbs brown silt (A horizon); 17-21 cmbs brown silt (B horizon); shovel test ended at frozen 

ground. 

Shovel Test 4 

Location: redacted

Findings: negative 

Stratigraphic information: 0-10 cm below surface (cmbs) dark brown (organic horizon); 10-18 

cmbs brown silt (A horizon); 18-23 cmbs brown silt (B horizon); shovel test ended at frozen 

ground. 



 

Figure 5. Shovel test 2. 

 

Conclusions 
The APE for the Husky Drop Zone Expansion project is dominated by wetlands. The area has 

little relief and low potential for archaeological sites. No cultural material was found during 

shovel testing and none was found on the surface. We would recommend a finding of No 

Historic Properties Affected for this project. 



 

Ftom: 
To: 
cc, 
Subject.: 
Date: 

Mritf $il@b J IPNB) 
Coot fli:atlf'th A CIY I ISARHY IM<PM PAOEIC0ISA) 
Mem $a@!} 1 (QNR) 
(Non-000 Source) RE: RME!W submlSlSion: Hl1Sky Drop ZOne E)q)anSlon (UHOASSIFCED) 
Wednesday, Octot>et 4, 2023 2:Sl :01 PM 

3130-lR Almy/ 2023-00868 

Good afternoon, 

The Alaska St ate Historic Preservation Office (AK SHPO) received additional information (dated 

August 31, 2023) concerning the subject project on September 6, 2023. Following our review of the 

documentation provided, we concur with t he finding of No Historic Properties Affected. 

This email serves as our office's official correspondence for the purposes of Section 106. Please note 

that our office may need to re•evaluate our concur rence if changes are made t o the project's scope 

or design, or comments are received from other consulti ng parties. As stipulated in 36 CFR 800.3, 

other consulting parties such as the local government and Tribes are required to be notified of t he 
undertaking. Our response does not end the 30•day review period provided to other consulting 

parties. Should unidentified cultural resources be discovered in the course of the project, work must 

be interrupted until the resources have been evaluated in terms of the National Register of Historic 

Places eligibility criteria (36 CFR 60.4), in consultation with our office. Please note that some sites 
can be deeply bur ied and that fossils are considered cultural resources subject to the Alaska Historic 

Preservation Act . 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please contact me if you have any questions or if we can 

be of further assistance. 

Best, 
Sarah 

Sarah M eitl 
Review and Compliance Coordinator 

Alaska State Historic Preservation Office 

Office of History and Archaeology 

907-269 -8720 

sarah roett:l@alaska eoy 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
INSTALLATION MANAGEMENT COMMAND 

HEADQUARTERS, U.S. ARMY GARRISON ALASKA 
1046 MARKS ROAD #6000 

FORT WAINWRIGHT, ALASKA 99703-6000 

Alaska State Historic Preservation Office 
c/o Sarah Meitl, Deputy SHPO 

APR O 9 2026 

Office of History and Archaeology 
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 131 O 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-1365 

Dear Ms. Meitl: 

In 2023, Fort Wainwright's Integrated Training Area Maintenance (ITAM) Program 
proposed to develop training assets in TA301 of Yukon Training Area (YT A), by 
expanding the size of Husky Drop Zone to 1,640 acres. Archaeological survey carried 
out in the area of potential effect (APE} in 2023 determined a finding of No Historic 
Properties Affected (Figure 1 ). Your office concurred with this finding on 4 October 
2023 (3130-1 R Army/2023-00868). This work was never completed by ITAM. 
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Figure 1. YTA and the original 2023 undertaking location. 



In late 2025, ITAM developed two additional alternative APEs for the drop zone 
expansion and modified the 2023 alternative. An Environmental Assessment under the 
National Environmental Policy Act is currently being prepared analyzing all three 
alternatives. While the size of each drop zone footprint alternative remains 1,640 acres, 
this review includes a 500-meter-wide surrounding buffer to each potential APE. This 
results in each alternative-and the undertaking footprint-encompassing 3,250 acres. 
!TAM will, thus, be able to shift the layout of the 1,640-acre asset footprint within the 
boundaries of the larger acreage as development continues, meeting mission 
requirements. Table 1 summarizes the number of acres that have and would need to 
be surveyed for cultural resources per each APE alternative. Figure 2 depicts the 
placement and orientation of each alternative. 

Table 1. Number of acres that have been and would need survey. 

APE Alternative 1A APE Alternative 18 APE Alternative 1C 
with soom Buffer with soom Buffer with soom Butter 

Acres-survey completed(%) T 1997 (61 %-) - ---18_3_6_(5_6_%_) ____ 1_544- (-48_%_) __ 

Acres - survey required(%) 1253 (39%) 1414 (44%) 1706 (52%) 

APE Alternative 1A, the original north-south orientation of the drop zone expansion 
(Figure 3) remains the preferred alternative (Draft Preliminary EA, 2026). The drop 
zone footprint has been shifted to the south by 533 meters (1,750 ft). This placement 
with the new buffer zone results in 1,253 acres requiring archaeological survey, 1,997 
acres having previously been surveyed. Approximately 2,512 acres (77%) of 
Alternative 1A are classified as wetlands. The remaining 738 acres (23%) are non­
wetlands. Archaeological survey will focus on the non-wetland areas and will consist of 
a combination of pedestrian survey in combination with shovel testing high probability 
non-wetland locations prior to the expansion activities. 
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Figure 2. Husky Drop Zone expansion APE alternatives. 
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Figure 3. Alternative 1 A, the preferred footprint for drop zone expansion. 

Application of the Criteria for Adverse Effect [36 CFR 800.5(a)] indicates a tentative 
finding of No Historic Properties Affected for the revised Husky Drop Zone Expansion 
project APE (TA301 ). USAG Alaska requests your concurrence with this finding. 

Description of Undertaking (36 CFR § 800.11 ( e) ( 1 )): Expansion of the Husky Drop 
Zone under the preferred APE Alternative 1A is scheduled to begin in the winter of 
2026. The undertaking will require vegetation removal and levelling by mechanized 
equipment which may include some ground disturbance. The existing road will be 
extended several hundred feet into the new drop zone and will be built up with gravel. 
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Steps Taken to Identify Historic Properties (36 CFR § 800.11 (e) (2)): The remaining 
un-surveyed acres of the selected drop zone configuration will be surveyed in the 
summer 2026. Survey will focus on land classified as non-wetland. It is highly 
anticipated that surveying the non-surveyed areas will be negative for cultural 
resources. The landscape of the APE is homogeneous, largely consisting of wetlands. 
Previous archaeological surveys in the APE (c.f., 2023 survey results) and elsewhere in 
the YT A have all been negative for cultural resources. 

In general, this portion of YT A is thought to have low potential for archaeological 
sites. To date, 27% (or 67,620 acres) of land within the YTA has undergone pedestrian 
and shovel testing surveys, with only twenty-two sites having been discovered. Of 
these, three historic sites have been found not eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP). Of the nineteen prehistoric sites, most are small ephemeral 
lithic scatters or isolated finds, fourteen sites have been found ineligible for the NRHP. 
No cultural resources, to date, have been discovered within any of the APE alternatives. 
Should the preferred APE Alternative 1A, not meet the needs of ITAM, and another of 
the alternatives be selected instead, USAG Alaska will adjust the 2026 survey plan to 
accommodate surveying the un-surveyed acreage of the selected alternative as needed 
(c.f., Table 1 ). 

Determination of Effect (36 CFR § 800.11 (d) (3)): After careful evaluation of the 
Husky Drop Zone Expansion in YT A, USAG Alaska concludes a finding of No Historic 
Properties Affected for all expansion alternatives considered. The un-surveyed 
portions of the preferred alternative will be investigated in the summer 2026. 
USAG Alaska requests your concurrence this finding. 

Copies of this letter will be sent to consulting federally recognized tribes (Village of 
Dot Lake, Healy Lake Village, Native Village of Minto, Nenana Native Association, 
Northway Village, Native Village of Tanacross, and Native Village of Tetlin}, Tanana 
Chiefs Conference, and the Bureau of Land Management. 

If you have any questions regarding this undertaking or require additional 
information, please contact Elizabeth A. Cook, USAG Alaska Cultural Resources 
Manager, at (907) 361-3002 or elizabeth.a.cook80.civ@army.mil. 

Sincerely, 

~ei~ 
Director, Directorate of Public Works 



From: Hellmich, Amy S (DNR)
To: Cook, Elizabeth A CIV USARMY IMCOM PACIFIC (USA)
Subject: RE: Review submission: Husky Drop Zone expansion - [UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Thursday, May 21, 2026 4:47:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

3130-1R ARMY / 2026-00429
 
Good afternoon,
 
The Alaska State Historic Preservation Office (AK SHPO) received your correspondence (dated
April 9, 2026) concerning the subject project on April 16, 2026. Following our review of the
documentation provided, we concur with the finding of No Historic Properties Affected for the
Husky Drop Zone expansion.
 
This email serves as our office’s official correspondence for the purposes of Section 106.
Please note that our office may need to re-evaluate our concurrence if changes are made to
the project’s scope or design, or comments are received from other consulting parties. As
stipulated in 36 CFR 800.3, other consulting parties such as the local government and Tribes
are required to be notified of the undertaking. Our response does not end the 30-day review
period provided to other consulting parties. Should unidentified cultural resources be
discovered in the course of the project, work must be interrupted until the resources have
been evaluated in terms of the National Register of Historic Places eligibility criteria (36 CFR
60.4), in consultation with our office. Please note that some sites can be deeply buried and
that fossils are considered cultural resources subject to the Alaska Historic Preservation Act.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please contact me if you have any questions or if
we can be of further assistance.
 
Best regards,
Amy Hellmich
 
 
Amy Hellmich | Office of History and Archaeology
Acting Review and Compliance Coordinator
Department of Natural Resources
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation
907.269.8724
AlaskaStateParks.org

 
From: DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2026 3:22 PM

mailto:amy.hellmich@alaska.gov
mailto:elizabeth.a.cook80.civ@army.mil
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdnr.alaska.gov%2Fparks%2Findex.htm&data=05%7C02%7Celizabeth.a.cook80.civ%40army.mil%7C1e3afa5de4304e7a296708deb79ba01a%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C639150076194202237%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oHGNI%2FFdk4Sc3tpTTaP8Sf9npZYtp2Aj3E33mgkMFuQ%3D&reserved=0
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Northern Alaska Fish & Wildlife Field Office
101 12th Avenue

Room 110
Fairbanks, AK 99701-6237

Phone: (907) 456-0203 Fax: (907) 456-0208

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2026-0060564 
Project Name: Husky Drop Zone Expansion Project
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
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(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/endangered-species-consultation- 
handbook.pdf   
 
Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity resulting in take of migratory 
birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more information regarding these 
Acts see https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-bird-permit/what-we-do.

It is the responsibility of the project proponent to comply with these Acts by identifying potential 
impacts to migratory birds and eagles within applicable NEPA documents (when there is a 
federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan (when there is no federal nexus). Proponents 
should implement conservation measures to avoid or minimize the production of project-related 
stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and their resources to the project-related stressors. 
For more information on avian stressors and recommended conservation measures see https:// 
www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation- 
migratory-birds.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fendangered-species-consultation-handbook.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cchellby_kilheffer%40fws.gov%7C32e5620d43564dbc4e5c08db990deee6%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638272057342000410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MedUxWD3IbL7Er1J%2BN3zPRtiO7x5dbXAik0IQyz87c0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fendangered-species-consultation-handbook.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cchellby_kilheffer%40fws.gov%7C32e5620d43564dbc4e5c08db990deee6%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638272057342000410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MedUxWD3IbL7Er1J%2BN3zPRtiO7x5dbXAik0IQyz87c0%3D&reserved=0
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▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Bald & Golden Eagles
Migratory Birds
Wetlands

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Northern Alaska Fish & Wildlife Field Office
101 12th Avenue
Room 110
Fairbanks, AK 99701-6237
(907) 456-0203
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2026-0060564
Project Name: Husky Drop Zone Expansion Project
Project Type: Mixed-Use Construction
Project Description: The Proposed Action would address the lack of DZ infrastructure within 

the YTA to support 11th Airborne Division (11 ABN DIV) training 
requirements. Husky DZ is the only permanent YTA infrastructure 
capable of supporting fixed wing static line air drops of personnel and 
heavy drops, but its training capacity is limited by its size and lack of 
critical infrastructure for maintenance, emergency life-support, and 
facilities management. Construction of an alternative under the Proposed 
Action would enable the 11 ABN DIV to meet training mission 
requirements for: 
 
• Mass tactical airdrops; 
• Follow-on mission assembly and ground tactical exercises as part of an 
airborne assault training scenario; and, 
• Provide for joint force training capability. 
 
The Preferred Alternative (Expand Husky Drop Zone) would expand the 
footprint of the existing Husky Drop Zone in the Yukon Training Area and 
include road and utility improvements. 
 
The existing 225-acre Husky Drop Zone (DZ) would be expanded by 
approximately 1,430 acres, resulting in a new total area of about 1,650 
acres. The new dimensions of roughly 3,979 by 1,682 meters are 
specifically designed to allow up to three C-17 aircraft to safely conduct a 
single-pass airdrop of 300 paratroopers (i.e., 54 seconds of air time across 
the DZ). This expansion would necessitate the clearing of all trees within 
the 1,430-acre area. 
 
New infrastructure would be installed. This includes approximately 3,287 
meters (2.05 miles) of new roads built within a 60-foot-wide (18.3-meter) 
road corridor, which would terminate at an approximately 2.92-acre 
gravel parking pad. Alongside existing roads, about 1,821 meters (1.13 
miles) of underground power and communications lines would be buried 
within the road’s right of way to service a central location at the south end 
of the expanded DZ. All construction and maintenance for these road and 
utility corridors would require additional vegetation clearance. 
 
Construction activities and design considerations that would be 
implemented under this alternative are as follows: 
• Trees would be cleared to ground surface to eliminate hazards to 
personnel while ground cover vegetation would be left in place to 
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minimize soil disturbance. 
• Vegetation clearing will be limited to the footprint and areas 
immediately adjacent to road and utility corridors and would occur 
outside of the migratory bird window at time of construction to avoid 
impacts to nesting birds. 
• Timber salvaged during construction activities would be stored on the 
project site and made available to the public for purchase through the 
Department of Public Works (DPW) Environmental Firewood Harvest 
Program. 
• Road improvements will include: 
o Constructing two-way gravel roads with an overall width of 44 feet 
(approximately 13.4 meters) using gravel resources from non-project 
specific, established gravel borrow pits on or off YTA. 
o Installing culverts along roads to maintain hydrologic flow. 
o Developing 8-foot (approximately 2.4-meter) ditches on either side of 
the constructed road. 
• Utility improvements will include: 
o Locating underground power and communications utilities within the 
footprint of existing and new road corridors. 
o Installing 12-strand fiber optic cable for communications. 
o Installing powerline capable of providing 200 Ampere, 3-phase, 4-wire, 
208 volts alternating current shore power from existing utilities.

Project Location:
The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@64.68673225,-146.59251182881115,14z

Counties: Fairbanks North Star County, Alaska

https://www.google.com/maps/@64.68673225,-146.59251182881115,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@64.68673225,-146.59251182881115,14z
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1.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is a total of 0 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
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1.
2.
3.

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.

USFWS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE LANDS 
AND FISH HATCHERIES
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.

BALD & GOLDEN EAGLES
Bald and Golden Eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act  and the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) . Any person or organization who plans or conducts 
activities that may result in impacts to Bald or Golden Eagles, or their habitats, should follow 
appropriate regulations and consider implementing appropriate avoidance and minimization 
measures, as described in the various links on this page.

Please refer to Alaska's Bird Nesting Season for recommendations to minimize impacts to 
migratory birds, including eagles.

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)

There are Bald Eagles and/or Golden Eagles in your project area.

Measures for Proactively Minimizing Eagle Impacts
For information on how to best avoid and minimize disturbance to nesting bald eagles, please 
review the National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines. You may employ the timing and 
activity-specific distance recommendations in this document when designing your project/ 
activity to avoid and minimize eagle impacts. For bald eagle information specific to Alaska, 
please refer to Bald Eagle Nesting and Sensitivity to Human Activity.

The FWS does not currently have guidelines for avoiding and minimizing disturbance to nesting 
Golden Eagles. For site-specific recommendations regarding nesting Golden Eagles, please 
consult with the appropriate Regional Migratory Bird Office or Ecological Services Field Office.

2
1

http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
https://www.fws.gov/alaska-bird-nesting-season
https://www.fws.gov/law/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act
https://www.fws.gov/law/migratory-bird-treaty-act-1918
https://www.fws.gov/media/national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines
https://www.fws.gov/Alaska-eagle-nesting
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/contact-us
https://www.fws.gov/program/ecological-services/contact-us
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If disturbance or take of eagles cannot be avoided, an incidental take permit may be available to 
authorize any take that results from, but is not the purpose of, an otherwise lawful activity. For 
assistance making this determination for Bald Eagles, visit the Do I Need A Permit Tool. For 
assistance making this determination for golden eagles, please consult with the appropriate 
Regional Migratory Bird Office or Ecological Services Field Office.

Ensure Your Eagle List is Accurate and Complete
If your project area is in a poorly surveyed area in IPaC, your list may not be complete and you 
may need to rely on other resources to determine what species may be present (e.g. your local 
FWS field office, state surveys, your own surveys). Please review the Supplemental Information 
on Migratory Birds and Eagles, to help you properly interpret the report for your specified 
location, including determining if there is sufficient data to ensure your list is accurate.

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures 
to reduce impacts to bald or golden eagles on your list, see the "Probability of Presence 
Summary" below to see when these bald or golden eagles are most likely to be present and 
breeding in your project area.

NAME
BREEDING 
SEASON

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention 
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types 
of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626

Breeds Mar 1 to 
Aug 31

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention 
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types 
of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680

Breeds Mar 1 to 
Aug 31

PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY
The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be 
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project 
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read "Supplemental 
Information on Migratory Birds and Eagles", specifically the FAQ section titled "Proper 
Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting to interpret 
this report.

Probability of Presence ( )

Green bars; the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your project 
overlaps during that week of the year.

Breeding Season ( )
Yellow bars; liberal estimate of the timeframe inside which the bird breeds across its entire 
range.

■ 

■ 

https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management/eagle-incidental-disturbance-and-nest-take-permits
https://www.fws.gov/story/do-i-need-eagle-take-permit
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/contact-us
https://www.fws.gov/program/ecological-services/contact-us
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
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▪
▪

▪

▪

1.
2.
3.

 no data survey effort breeding season probability of presence

Survey Effort ( )
Vertical black lines; the number of surveys performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) 
your project area overlaps.

No Data ( )
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
Bald Eagle
Non-BCC 
Vulnerable

Golden Eagle
Non-BCC 
Vulnerable

Additional information can be found using the following links:

Eagle Management https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/ 
collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
Nationwide avoidance and minimization measures for birds https://www.fws.gov/sites/ 
default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf
Supplemental Information for Migratory Birds and Eagles in IPaC https://www.fws.gov/ 
media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur- 
project-action

MIGRATORY BIRDS
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)  prohibits the take (including killing, capturing, selling, 
trading, and transport) of protected migratory bird species without prior authorization by the 
Department of Interior U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service).

There are migratory birds in your project area. Please refer to Alaska's Bird Nesting 
Season for recommendations to minimize impacts to migratory birds, including eagles.

The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)

1

■ ■ 

https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/media/nationwide-avoidance-minimization-measures-birds
https://www.fws.gov/media/nationwide-avoidance-minimization-measures-birds
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/alaska-bird-nesting-season
https://www.fws.gov/alaska-bird-nesting-season
https://www.fws.gov/law/migratory-bird-treaty-act-1918
https://www.fws.gov/law/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act
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For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures 
to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, see the "Probability of Presence Summary" 
below to see when these birds are most likely to be present and breeding in your project area.

NAME
BREEDING 
SEASON

American Golden-plover Pluvialis dominica
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10561

Breeds May 20 
to Aug 15

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention 
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain 
types of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626

Breeds Mar 1 to 
Aug 31

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention 
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain 
types of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680

Breeds Mar 1 to 
Aug 31

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9679

Breeds May 1 to 
Aug 15

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3914

Breeds May 20 
to Aug 31

PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY
The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be 
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project 
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read "Supplemental 
Information on Migratory Birds and Eagles", specifically the FAQ section titled "Proper 
Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting to interpret 
this report.

Probability of Presence ( )

Green bars; the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your project 
overlaps during that week of the year.

Breeding Season ( )
Yellow bars; liberal estimate of the timeframe inside which the bird breeds across its entire 
range.

■ 

■ 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10561
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9679
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3914
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action


Project code: 2026-0060564 03/10/2026 17:18:01 UTC

   11 of 13

▪
▪

▪
▪

 no data survey effort breeding season probability of presence

Survey Effort ( )
Vertical black lines; the number of surveys performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) 
your project area overlaps.

No Data ( )
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
American Golden- 
plover
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)

Bald Eagle
Non-BCC 
Vulnerable

Golden Eagle
Non-BCC 
Vulnerable

Lesser Yellowlegs
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)

Olive-sided 
Flycatcher
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)

Additional information can be found using the following links:

Eagle Management https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/ 
collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
Nationwide avoidance and minimization measures for birds
Supplemental Information for Migratory Birds and Eagles in IPaC https://www.fws.gov/ 
media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur- 
project-action

WETLANDS
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers District.

■ ■ 

---- --+---- - ++- + --- - - - -- -+---- - - - - -

https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/media/nationwide-avoidance-minimization-measures-birds
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
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Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to 
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine 
the actual extent of wetlands on site.

WETLAND INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE WHEN THIS SPECIES LIST WAS GENERATED. 
PLEASE VISIT HTTPS://WWW.FWS.GOV/WETLANDS/DATA/MAPPER.HTML OR CONTACT THE FIELD 
OFFICE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.

https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.HTML
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Army Corps of Engineers
Name: Kayla Campbell
Address: PO Box 6898 CEPOA-PMC-E
City: JBER
State: AK
Zip: 99506
Email kayla.n.campbell@usace.army.mil
Phone: 9077532757

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Army
Name: Melanie Roed
Email: melanie.s.roed.civ@army.mil
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