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THUNDER THUNDER

Welcome to the 3™ Infantry Division Artillery. Congratulations on your assignment to this
proud and distinguished unit. We are thrilled to have you and your family as a part of DIVARTY
family. We are proud to have you on the team, and you should be proud of the opportunity to
add to our historic lineage.

The battalions in our brigade represent the strength of Army capabilities. The brigade
consists of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, Headquarters and Headquarters Battalion, 1-9
Field Artillery Battalion, 1-41 Field Artillery Battalion, 92d Engineer Battalion, 63d Expeditionary
Signal Battalion-Enhanced, and 83d Chemical Battalion. Our Soldiers are not only highly trained
and exceptionally disciplined but are also relentlessly focused on achieving mission success. We
take pride in our operational excellence and in fostering a culture of professionalism, respect, and
accountability both on and off duty.

Achieving our mission requires each of us to possess the competence, commitment, and
readiness necessary to carry any burden. To these ends, we expect every Soldier in the
Thunder Brigade to be physically fit, fully committed to mastering their craft, and embody the
Thunder Culture. We expect leaders to inspire commitment through empathy, respect,
engagement, and integrity. We are a TRUSTED, RELIABLE, and READY organization that
FIGHTS TOGETHER!

You are becoming part of more than just a brigade — you are joining a family. We recognize
that the demands of our profession extend to our loved ones, and we are dedicated to supporting
our Soldiers and their families throughout their journey with us. Our Soldier and Family Readiness

Group (SFRG), unit leadership, and community partners are all here to assist you in integrating,
connecting, and thriving.

We encourage you to contact your sponsor, leadership team, and SFRG
representative if you have any questions as you prepare for your arrival. Transitioning to a
new unit can be challenging, but we are committed to making the process smooth,
informed, and welcoming. We take pride in the legacy and responsibility we uphold, and
we are eager to see the positive impact you will have within our formation.

We look forward to serving alongside you in the THUNDER BRIGADE!

MATTHEW A. HOWARD MATT R. VANGILDER
CSM, USA COL, FA

Command Sergeant Major Commanding
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DIVARTY History e

The Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 3rd Division Artillery was first constituted on 12 November 1917 in the
Regular Army as Headquarters, 3rd Field Artillery Brigade and assigned to the 3rd Division. It was initially organized on 26
November 1917 at Camp Stanley, Texas. It served in France with the 3rd Division in the Champagne-Marne, Aisne-Marne,

St. Mihiel, Meuse-Argonne, and Champagne 1918 Campaigns. It was disbanded on 16 October 1939 at Fort Lewis,
Washington, and reconstituted on 1 October 1940 in the Regular Army as Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 3rd
Division Artillery at Fort Lewis, Washington.

During World War Il, the Division Artillery served with the 3rd Division in 9 campaigns throughout North Africa, the
Mediterranean, Italy, Southern France, and Central Europe. It was awarded campaign streamer arrowheads for
amphibious landings at Sicily, Anzio, and Southern France. The Division Artillery was also awarded the Presidential Unit
Citation and the French Croix de Guerre with Palm for actions in the Colmar Pocket, and the Fourragere, French Croix de
Guerre, for service in World War Il.

The Division Artillery deployed to the Republic of Korea in 1950 and served in 8 campaigns from the Intervention to the
Summer Campaign of 1953. The Unit awards include the Republic of Korea Presidential Citation, with streamers for
UIJONGBU and THE IRON TRIANGLE, and the Chryssoun Aristion Andrias (Bravery Gold Medal of Greece), embroidered
Korea. The DIVARTY was redesignated on 1 July 1957 as Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 3rd Infantry Division
Artillery and in 1958 returned to the Federal Republic of Germany.

For almost 20 years the DIVARTY stood guard on the front line in Europe.

3rd Infantry Division (Mechanized) Artillery was inactivated in the Federal Republic of Germany. The 24th Infantry Division
was reflagged as the 3rd Infantry Division and the Division was reactivated at Fort Stewart, Georgia, on 15 February 1996.

The split based nature of the 24th Infantry Division and subsequently the 3rd Infantry Division meant that elements of the
DIVARTY were stationed both at Fort Stewart and Fort Benning, Georgia.

In 2004, as part of the Army's transformation towards a modular force, various elements of the 3rd Infantry Division
(Mechanized) were reorganized, re-designated, or inactivated. The Division Artillery was re-designated and reorganized
Division Fires Brigade. 1st Battalion, 3rd Air Defense Artillery was relieved of its assignment to the 3rd Infantry Division.

The reorganized Brigade consisted of a Headquarters and Headquarters Battery and the 1st Battalion, 39th Field Artillery.
The remaining Battalions were reassigned to the Brigades they had habitually supported as organic elements of the newly
reorganized and re-designated Brigade Combat Teams.

The Division Fires Brigade was inactivated in May 2006. The 1st Battalion, 39th Field Artillery was also inactivated.

A short seven years later, the 42nd Fires Brigade, which was inactivated at Fort Polk, LA in 1995, was reactivated at Fort
Stewart October 2013. On 16 October 2014 the 42nd Fires Brigade was re-designated as 3rd Infantry Division Artillery
(DIVARTY). This watershed moment marked the official return of Marne Thunder as proud Dog Faced Soldiers in support
of the 3rd Infantry Division

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED
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THUNDER DIVARTY Command Teams

BDE CDR COL Matthew VanGilder

BDE CSM CSM Matthew Howard
HHB D/A CDR CPT Teighler Matty
HHB D/A 1SG 1SG Brad-Lee Peltier
1-9 FA BN CDR LTC Andrew Holler
1-9 FA BN CSM CSM Robert Kern

1-41 FA BN CDR LTC Ritchie Rhodes
1-41 FA BN CSM CSM Jason Stevens
92d EN BN CDR LTC William Watts

92d EN BN CSM CSM Damon Hunt
HHBn CDR LTC Kyle Thompson
HHBn CSM CSM Daarius Jackson
63d ESB-E CDR LTC Christopher Capasso
63d ESB-E CSM CSM Jennifer Bell

83d CM CDR LTC Timothy Cox

83d CM CSM CSM Matt Torrence
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