
SERVING THE HOME OF ARMY AVIATION SINCE 1956

Soldiers from the 3rd Combat Aviation Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division practice bambi bucket aerial operations during the recent 3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry 
Regiment aerial gunnery.  (Photo Credit: Grzegorz Czaplicki and SGT Wilkins)
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AROUND THE ARMY

USAACE honors Best Squad, Warriors, Drill Sergeant of the Year 
After a grueling week of competition held at Fort Novosel and 
Eglin Air Force Base, the U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence honored its best squad, and the Noncommissioned Of-
ficer, Soldier and Drill Sergeant of the Year, as well as the U.S. 
Army Aviation and Missile Command NCO of the Year, during 
a ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum July 28, 2023.

Twenty competitors arrived at Fort Novosel July 23 to...
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Washington Guard aviation crews 
help fight wildfire

Subject matter expert helps build 
the bench of future composites 
experts 

Wisconsin Guard trains with hospital 
on patient transport

U.S. Army helicopter unit conducts 
rescue near Snoqualmie Pass

BOSS advisors, presidents and 
sergeants major gather at training 
forum to network, share best 
practices

Army aviation technology 
supporting California firefighters

Soldiers and DA civilians retire from Fort Novosel
Five Soldiers and three civilians with a combined 227 years of 
service retired at the Fort Novosel Quarterly Retirement Cere-
mony July 28 in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

Col. Richard Tucker, commander of the 1st Aviation Brigade, 
officiated and spoke at the ceremony, assisted by Command 
Sgt. Maj. John Bonilla, 1st Aviation Brigade command ser-
geant major.
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Fort Novosel Religious Services hosts vacation Bible school
The Fort Novosel Religious Services Office made learning fun, 
engaging and interactive during its vacation Bible school July 
17-20 at Wings Chapel.
This year’s VBS offered a variety of collaborative learning ex-
periences, including exciting games, heartfelt arts and crafts, 
spiritually connected music, and science and biblical learning 
for Fort Novosel youth.
The youth sported color-coded hats and separated ...
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Interactive Customer Evaluation program drives continuous process 
The Interactive Customer Evaluation system is a Department of Defense web-based program 
that allows customers to provide feedback on services offered at Fort Novosel and is a driver 
for continuous process improvement.

Not all Fort Novosel service providers utilize ICE as a customer feedback system, but most gar-
rison service providers are represented within ICE.
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AMC announces winners in 2023 Best Warrior, Best Squad competition
 “I think we’ve got our work cut out for us. Getting ready for the Army-level Best Warrior and 
Best Squad competition is something I’m really excited about – it looks like we’ve got a great 
team,” said Spc. Samuel Thompson, Soldier of the Year for Army Materiel Command’s 2023 Best 
Warrior and Best Squad competition.
Thompson was one of the 18 competitors who participated in an arduous, four-day-long com-
petition.
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BREWING SPIRITUAL READINESS - Chaplaincy serves up free coffee
The Fort Novosel chaplaincy received a donation of 25 double-faced pallets of coffee K-Cups 
June 23 and its staff is putting it to use to help increase the spiritual readiness of the post 
community.
Donated by Holy Joe’s Café, a nationally recognized nonprofit dedicated to providing free 
coffee to chaplain ministries across the armed forces, the bounty inside the Spiritual Life Cen-
ter is helping Fort Novosel chaplains connect with Soldiers...
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