
Before the AH-64 Apache became 
the might of the skies for Army Avia-
tion, another aircraft was paving the 
way for the Army’s modern attack 
helicopter fleet.

The Bell AH-1 Cobra, three of 
which sit in the U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum’s inventory, became the 
world’s first attack helicopter and was 
born out the need for a faster, more 
aggressive gunship during the Viet-
nam War, and when the Cobra was 
delivered in 1967, that’s just what 
they got, said Bob Mitchell, U.S. 
Army Aviation Museum curator.

During the Vietnam War, the UH-1 
Huey was the star of the show, act-
ing as a troop transport, MedEvac 
helicopter and gunship. Although 
the Huey made for a decent gunship, 
it was too wide and too slow when 
it came to attack capabilities, said 
Mitchell.

“The Huey was not fast enough as 
a gun ship,” said the curator. “They 
were just getting shot out of the sky 
left and right, so they had to do some-
thing, and they finally came up with 
the Cobra.”

The Cobra was built using many 

components of the already existing 
Huey helicopter, including the en-
gine, transmission and rotor system, 
said Mitchell.

“Basically, what they did was they 
took the Huey and they narrowed it 
down by putting a tandem seating 
arrangement in it,” he said. “That re-
duced the fuselage width down to 36 
inches, which made it extremely hard 
to see and even harder to hit. That also 
made it a lot more streamlined and re-
duced a lot of the drag, so you could 
get a lot more air speed out of it.

“They took the rotor system that 
they had on the Charlie-model (Huey) 
gunship and put it on (the Cobra), and 
it had a different type of hub on it that 
allowed it to flex and absorb rotor 
loads better – it really was the perfect 
gunship,” Mitchell continued. “It was 
fast – you didn’t have a requirement 
for a large cargo area and the weight 
from hauling troops went down to just 
the crew and weapons on board.”

The early-model Cobras, which 
were G-model aircraft, were fitted 
with two 2.75-inch rocket pods, 7.62-
mm minigun and a 40-mm grenade 
launcher. The aircraft could also be 
fitted with a 20-mm wing-mounted 
cannon. Later models dropped the 
rocket pods in favor of tow missiles, 

said the curator.
The Cobras began seeing combat 

in Vietnam in 1968 and remained in 
the fight through 1973, with more 
than 1,100 of the aircraft delivered 
during their time in the war. Although 
about 300 Cobras were lost through-
out the conflict, unlike the Huey, all 
Cobras were brought back to the U.S. 
to be upgraded into the S-model, said 
Mitchell.

Eventually, the Cobras were phased 
out of operational use to make way 
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“
The common saying 

amongst former Cobra 

pilots who were then 

Apache pilots was that 

the Apache fixed all the 

problems we had with 

the Cobra, and that was 

pretty accurate.”

— BOB MITCHELL, 

U.S. ARMY AVIATION MUSEUM 

CURATOR

As the pinnacle of the holiday season approach-
es, people tend to let their guard down, but of-
ficials want to remind people to remain vigilant 
when it comes to their personal safety both on and 
off the installation.

Personal operational security is something 
many tend to take for granted, especially around 
the holiday season, said Terrence Clark, plans and 
operations specialist, adding that although it’s the 
season for giving, people need to keep their guard 
up.

“People have got to be mindful and they’ve got 
to be smart,” Clark said. “There are a lot of people 
out there that want to do you harm.”

Because of this, Clark said it’s important that 
people keep an eye out for certain things while 
they are out doing their holiday shopping or sim-
ply enjoying the holiday season, and one of the 
big things people need to be on the lookout for are 
“shoulder surfers.”

Shoulder surfers can be any individual with a 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

SECURITY 
EXPERTS:

SEE SECURITY, PAGE A5
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Spc. James Burgess, 6th Military Police Detachment, in-
spects the windows of a home on Fort Rucker as he per-
forms a quarters check Tuesday.

APACHE ANCESTOR
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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This AH-1 G-model Cobra sits in storage at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum and sports a unique paint job, featuring a shark’s mouth, 
which many consider synonymous with the Cobra look.

SEE MUSEUM, PAGE A5

Taking care of Soldiers and fam-
ilies is a major focus for the Army, 
and Fort Rucker is making sure its 
single Soldiers aren’t left out when 
it comes to quality-of-life improve-
ments.

The Better Opportunities for 
Single Soldiers facility reopened 
during a ceremony Dec. 13 after 
major renovations to offer a place 
single Soldiers can come together, 
mingle and have some fun on the 
installation, according to Aida 
Stallings, Directorate of Family, 
and Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation sponsorship and advertising 
manager.

“Everything we do in the BOSS 
program is for a better quality of 
life for these Soldiers,” said Stall-
ings. “They’re away from home, 
some are by themselves just get-

ting here, and this facility gives 
them all a chance to get together, 
get to know each other, mingle and 
see what they have in common – 
it’s all about getting them together 
and socializing and benefitting 
from each other’s experience.”

The facility, which initially 
opened in 2012, underwent a 
$20,000 renovation that included 
new carpeting, new furniture, new 
gaming systems, new TVs, new 
appliances, new cookware and a 
revamped theater room – all ca-
tered to the single Soldier. The fa-
cility also houses a new air hockey 
table, foosball table, dart board and 
newly covered pool table.

Col. Brian E. Walsh, Fort Ruck-
er garrison commander, William 
G. Kidd, U.S. Army Aviation Cen-
ter of Excellence and Fort Rucker 
deputy to the commanding gener-

‘IT’S YOUR BUILDING’
Post renovates BOSS facility for single Soldiers
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Pvt. 1st Class Shyyandria Walker, VETCOM, plays a game of foosball with Spc. Mykea Carroll, A Co., 1-145th Avn. Regt., at the 
newly renovated BOSS building Dec. 13.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

SEE BOSS, PAGE A5

Holidays no time 
to let guard down

Vietnam-era AH-1 Cobra ushered in modern attack fleet



Have you gone for a job inter-
view lately? Chances are, if you 
have, you were asked to arrive 
a few minutes early to complete 
your job application. 

This is something that everyone 
has to complete before they begin 
work for the new employer. Fill-
ing out the application is a breeze 
if you are prepared, but if you are 
not prepared it can be a nightmare 
and may cost you the job.

Frequently, the employer does 
ask the job candidate to arrive a 
few minutes before the job inter-
view to fill out the application. If 
you are not prepared, you may go 
into the interview with a nega-
tive mindset from having to rush 
through the lengthy application. 

The application asks for a vast 
amount of information including 
your previous experience and 
skills, completed education and 
schools, dates and addresses of 

employment, names and contact 
information of previous employ-
ers, salary history, reason for 
leaving each job, and more. All 

of this information must be veri-
fiable and accurate. Otherwise, 
even if you get the job and the 
employer finds out that the infor-

mation is false, you could lose the 
job. 

To make the application pro-
cess easier and to maintain a 

positive mindset going into the 
interview session, it is crucial to 
develop a master application to 
take with you to the interview. 
This master application will have 
all the details of your previous 
jobs – usually going back 10 
years – to include the informa-
tion listed above. The details of 
your previous jobs must also be 
in terms that are familiar to the 
employer. 

Having this information handy 
in the form of a master applica-
tion, will help you feel prepared 
as you fill out the application, 
and you can be confident that the 
information you are providing is 
accurate. However, you still can’t 
just hand in your master applica-
tion; you will still have to fill out 
the application.

For more information on job 
search skills, transitioning Sol-
diers and their spouses should 
contact the Fort Rucker Soldier 
for Life Center at 255-2558 to 
register for SFL services, and 
schedule additional events and 
appointments.
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With parades and tree lightings already 
underway in our communities, it’s no se-
cret that special time of year is upon us, 
when we gather with family and friends 
and focus on the many blessings in our 
lives. As we think back over the past year 
and make our resolutions for the New Year, 
Michele and I have so many things to be 
grateful for--and topping our list is our Fort 
Rucker family.

It’s an honor and a privilege to serve 
alongside our great Soldiers and Aviation 

professionals, and Department of the Army 
Civilians that keep us strong. It’s your ded-
ication and hard work, your energy and in-
novative ideas that accomplish the mission 
every day and, in the larger picture, ensure 
the blessings of liberty are passed on to our 
children. 

We are so grateful for our Families’ un-
ending sacrifice and support of their Sol-
diers. It is because of you that we are able 
to do what we do every day. 

This season, as always, our thoughts and 
prayers are with the many service mem-
bers currently deployed, for their safety 
and great success as they do our Nation’s 
bidding.

We are thankful that so many Veterans 
across all services and components an-
swered the call and gave us the freedoms 
we enjoy today. We remember those who 
gave the last full measure of devotion. We 
link our hearts with those of Family mem-
bers who continue to keep the light on for 
those Missing in Action. 

One of our blessings is the support of 
our surrounding communities that make 
the Wiregrass such a great place to live, 
work and play. It’s because of you that the 
“Home of Army Aviation” feels like home-
-to our Soldiers and Civilians.

Thank you to all of you who work, vol-
unteer, and support service members. 

By Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker Commanding General

USAACE CG issues holiday message
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Statement of Publication authorization

The Army Flier is an authorized publication for 
members of the Department of Defense. Contents of 
the Army Flier are not necessarily the official views 
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, or the 
Department of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publication is the re-
sponsibility of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published weekly by The 
Dothan Eagle, a private company in no way con-
nected with the U.S. government under exclusive 
contract with the Department of the Army. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication, 
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the U.S. Army or The Dothan 
Eagle.
Business matters

For business, advertisements, subscriptions or to 
report printing errors, contact The Dothan Eagle, 
227 N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or call (334) 
792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for all printing 
matters and commercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for the following 
week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army Flier is prepared, 

edited, provided and approved by the Public Affairs 
Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase, use or patronage 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national 
origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, 
political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of 
the purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this equal opportunity 
policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from that source 
until the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or photographs by 
contacting the Army Flier, Public Affairs Office, 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334) 255-2028 or 255-
1239; calls to other PAO numbers are not normally 
transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army Flier by 
e-mail, please contact the editor at jhughes@
armyflier.com.

By Mary Markos
U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigation Command
Public Affairs
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2017 is coming to a close and the 
New Year is upon us. What are you 

looking forward to in 2018?

Al Youngblood, 
retired military

“PCSing out of Fort Rucker – 
hopefully I’ll be going to Fort 
Eustis.”

“One of my biggest goals 
this year is to actually finish 
my cookbook that I’m putting 
together. I want to spend more 
time with family – we just moved 
here from Kansas. I also want to 
be more active and volunteer … 
and get out and do more things 
in the community.” 

“Finishing up flight school.”
“I’m going to be spending 

more time with my wife.”

W01 Ryan VanWinkle, 
1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt.

Octavia Lyerly, 
military spouse

Sgt. John Simpson, 
1st Bn., 

223rd Avn. Regt.  “I’m graduating college – I 
graduate in April – and building 
relationships with family.”

Magan Grantham, 
military family member

“

”

SOLDIER FOR LIFE: Master application important to job search



The International Military Stu-
dent Office at the U.S. Army Avia-
tion Center of Excellence here re-
ceived the Training and Doctrine 
Command 2017 IMSO of the Year 
award.

The 37 eligible organizations 
were grouped into three catego-
ries based on student attendance. 
The USAACE IMSO, which is 
part of D Co., 1st Battalion, 13th 
Aviation Regiment, 1st Aviation 
Brigade, received the top award in 
the large IMSO category.

Lt. Col. Kevin E. McHugh, 
commander of the 1-13th Aviation 
Regt., said the focus on teamwork 
and partnership across all echelons 
contributed to their success.

“I am very proud of the en-
tire IMSO staff.  This award was 
earned through the collective ef-
forts of each member within the 
IMSO team and is well deserved,” 
McHugh said. 

The IMSO provides adminis-
trative support for all international 
military students assigned to the 
USAACE and conducts the Field 
Studies Program.  The USAACE 

IMSO supports students from as 
many as 30 different allied and 
strategic partner nations partici-
pating in various Aviation related 
courses of instruction.  

“The IMSO staff is small [in 
number], but a dynamic and pas-
sionate team of professionals that 
absolutely puts their hearts and 
souls into ensuring that each in-

ternational military student and 
their families are received, inte-
grated, and cared for from the mo-
ment they arrive at Fort Rucker,” 
McHugh said.

This year was the first year the 
award was given. The award crite-
ria, which was evaluated by Train-
ing and Doctrine Command’s Se-
curity Assistance Training Field 

Activity, included student admin-
istration, financial management, 
the Field Studies Program and a 
commander’s nomination letter.

Capt. Tom Grace, IMSO com-
mander, said it can be a challenge 
to work with so many different 
cultures, but it’s something his 
team does well.

“The staff here has really figured 
out how to respect [the students’] 
backgrounds and their cultures 
while still figuring out how to get 
everything done,” said Grace.  

Otis Smith, deputy chief for 
IMSO, said it’s the extra effort 
from the student managers that 
makes all the difference. 

“When a student graduates, 
they feel proud about that be-
cause they go out of their way 
to help the student. They want 
to make sure they get everything 
they need for graduation and 
they’re squared away. It’s just a 
sense of pride in doing what we 
do here because everybody wants 
to work together and support each 
other,” Smith said. 

As some students return for 
future courses, they remember 
the student manager they worked 
with in the past and ask to work 

with them again, which reflects on 
the staff’s efforts, he said.

“You have that because they 
build a good relationship with the 
students,” Smith explained. 

While attending training, the 
students participate in the Field 
Studies Program which is de-
signed to provide an understand-
ing of the American way of life 
through structured trips to historic 
sites of national interest. One of 
the opportunities for Captain’s 
Career Course students is a visit 
to the nation’s capital.

Student and family sponsorship 
is another service the IMSO pro-
vides, “putting a friendly face to 
an otherwise unfamiliar place,” 
McHugh said.

Sponsorship helps ensure the 
students’ ability to focus on their 
training during their assignment 
to Fort Rucker.

 “The fact that international stu-
dents return to Fort Rucker later in 
their military careers as seasoned 
leaders and remember the qual-
ity of training and level of sup-
port provided from the USAACE 
IMSO is a testament to the global 
reach this team has,” McHugh 
said.

(Editor’s note: This is the third 
article in a three-part series on 
the U.S. Army Aviation Museum’s 
patch collection.)

Army shoulder sleeve insigni-
as tell a story about the Soldiers 
who wear them and the Soldiers 
who came before them. 

Walking around Fort Rucker, 
Soldiers wear many different 
patches, either current unit or 
combat patches. But according 
to Bob Mitchell, curator at the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum, if 
people want to see some stranger 
insignias that tell different sto-

ries, they need to look back at the 
history of Army Aviation.

“During WWII, one of the the-
aters was the China Burma India 
Theater,” said Robert Mitchell, 
Curator at the Army Aviation 
Museum.

“That was a particularly harsh 
place to fight. It was the jungles, 
and was very mountainous and 
rugged. We had basically three 
large units that were assigned 
there. One was the First Air 
Commandos, there are many 
stories about their exploits with 
helicopters,” he said. “They were 
the Aviation side that support-
ed the unconventional warfare 
troops on the ground. The troops 
on the ground were General Mer-

rill’s Marauders, and Brigadier 
Wingate’s Chindits. A Chindit is 
a Burmese mythical lion. This 
patch was given to one of the air 
commandos who was supporting 
the campaign in Burma.”

The museum maintains a col-
lection of over 160 aircraft, many 
with unit insignias painted on or 
accompanied by unit patches in 
the historical property collection, 
Mitchell said.

“There are lots of great stories 
in these patches, and there are a 
lot of people all over the world 
who collect them,” he said. “Just 
go on the internet and there are 
groups who post photos of patch-
es they find to share information 
and trade patches.”

COURTS-MARTIAL
In August at a general court-martial and • 
pursuant to her plea, a military judge 
found Spc. Jessica A. Barton guilty of 
six specifications of an attempt to steal 
money, in violation of Article 80 of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice; one 
specification of desertion, in violation 
of Article 85 of the UCMJ; five speci-
fications of stealing money, in violation 
of Article 121; and 22 specifications of 
falsifying documents with the intent to 
steal money, in violation of Article 134.  
She was sentenced to be reduced to the 
grade of E-1, to be confined for nine 
months and to be discharged from the 
service with a Bad-Conduct Discharge.   
In September at a general court-martial, • 
a military panel found Sgt. 1st Class 
Michael J. Guinn guilty of two speci-
fications of committing a sexual act on 
a child who had not attained the age of 
12 years, in violation of Article 120 of 
the UCMJ. Guinn was sentenced to be 
reduced to the grade of E-1, to forfeit 
all pay and allowances, to be confined 
for four years and to be discharged 
from the service with a Dishonorable 
Discharge.  

SELECT REPRIMANDS
In August, the commanding general • 
permanently filed a General Officer 
Memorandum of Reprimand in a war-
rant officer 1’s Official Military Per-
sonnel File for sending threatening text 
messages, violating an Ex Parte Order 
of Protection and a Military Protective 
Order, and giving a false official state-
ment.
In September, the commanding general • 
locally filed a General Officer Memo-
randum of Reprimand for a sergeant for 
driving under the influence of alcohol.
In October, the commanding general lo-• 
cally filed a General Officer Memoran-
dum of Reprimand for a staff sergeant for 
driving under the influence of alcohol.

SELECT NONJUDICIAL 
PUNISHMENT

At an Article 15 hearing in August, a • 
private 2 was found guilty of derelic-
tion of duty, in violation of Article 92 of 
the UCMJ, and failure to obey a lawful 
order, in violation of Article 92.
At an Article 15 hearing in August, a • 
private first class was found guilty of 
assault, in violation of Article 128 of the 
UCMJ. The punishment imposed was 
restriction to the limits of the company 
area, dining and medical facilities, and 
place of worship for 14 days, extra duty 

for 14 days and an oral reprimand.
At an Article 15 hearing in September, • 
a private was found guilty of violating 
two lawful orders, in violation of Article 
92 of the UCMJ.  The punishment im-
posed was 10 days extra duty, 10 days 
restriction and an oral reprimand.
At an Article 15 hearing in October, a • 
private was found guilty of failing to 
report, in violation Article 86 of the 
UMCJ.  The punishment imposed was 
forfeiture of $373, restriction to the 
limits of the company area, dining and 
medical facilities, and place of worship 
for 14 days, and extra duty for 14 days.

OFFICER ELIMINATIONS
In September, a second lieutenant was • 
eliminated with an Honorable char-
acterization of service based on both 
misconduct, and moral or professional 
dereliction, and derogatory information 
filed in the lieutenant’s Official Military 
Personnel File. The officer was driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol and 
caused a single-car accident.
In October, a lieutenant colonel was re-• 
tained and the elimination processing 
was terminated.  The elimination ac-
tion was initiated by Human Resources 
Command due to misconduct, moral or 
professional dereliction, and substanti-
ated derogatory information filed in the 

lieutenant colonel’s Official Military 
Personnel File. The officer received a 
referred Officer Evaluation Report and 
a General Officer Memorandum of 
Reprimand for creating a hostile and 
toxic work environment.  
In October, a chief warrant officer 2 was • 
eliminated with an Honorable charac-
terization of service based on substan-
dard performance of duty. The warrant 
officer was unable to keep pace or to 
progress with contemporaries, as dem-
onstrated by a low record of efficiency 
when compared to other officers of the 
same grade and competitive category.

SELECT ADMINISTRATIVE 
SEPARATIONS

In August, a sergeant was discharged • 
from the Army with an Honorable char-
acterization of service for failing two 
consecutive record Army Physical Fit-
ness Tests. 
In August, a private first class was dis-• 
charged from the Army with a General, 
Under Honorable Conditions character-
ization of service for misconduct-abuse 
of illegal drugs. 
In October, a private 2 was discharged • 
from the U.S. Army with a General, un-
der honorable conditions characteriza-
tion of service for patterns of miscon-
duct. 
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News Briefs
Community Strengths and Themes Survey

Fort Rucker will run its Community 
Strengths and Themes Survey Jan. 3 through 
March 16. The survey is located at https://
usaphcapps.amedd.army.mil /Survey/
se.ashx?s=25113745152ACC87. All Soldiers 
and Department of the Army civilian employees 
should complete the survey. Family members 
and retired military are welcome to take part in 
the survey, as well. The survey is designed to 
help leadership assess the community’s health, 
according to officials. 

Gate, VCC hours
The Ozark Gate Visitor Control Center will 

be closed Monday and Tuesday, and Jan. 1-2. 

The gate will remain open. Also, the Newton 
and Faulkner gates will be closed today through 
Jan. 2. 

Ruf Avenue change
Starting Jan. 3, Ruf Avenue will be closed on 

all duty days from 5:15-7:15 a.m. for physical 
training.

Changes of responsibility
The Air Traffic Services Command will • 
host a change of responsibility ceremony 
Jan. 9 at 10 a.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum. Command Sgt. Maj. George S. 
Webster will assume responsibility from 
Command Sgt. Maj. James R. Schley.

The 110th Aviation Brigade will host a • 
change of responsibility ceremony Jan. 
10 at 9 a.m. at Howze Field.

MLK celebration
The U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence 

and Fort Rucker Martin Luther King Jr. holiday 
observance and celebration, hosted by Lyster 
Army Health Clinic, will take place Jan. 17 at 
2 p.m. at the post theater. The event will com-
memorate King’s legacy, and recognize the con-
nection between his life’s work and the library 
world. Officials said they hope people will gain 
new perspectives, and be inspired with readings 
and the acting out of selected passages from the 
collected work and speeches of Dr. King. 

Retirement ceremony
Fort Rucker will conduct its quarterly re-

tirement ceremony Jan. 19 at 2 p.m. at the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum. All are invit-
ed to attend and honor the quarter’s retirees 
for their service to the nation.

Beauty shop closure
The beauty shop inside the mall at the 

Fort Rucker Post Exchange is closed until a 
replacement contractor can be found. Army 
and Air Force Exchange Service officials 
said they hope to have a replacement in op-
eration in the mid-January timeframe.

For more information, call 334-503-
9044.

OSJA reports on military justice actions from August to October
Fort Rucker Office of the 
Staff Judge Advocate
Staff Report

HISTORY IN THREADS III

By Jay Mann
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

U.S. Army Aviation Museum’s patch collection tells Soldiers’ stories

PHOTO BY KELLY MORRIS

The U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence International Military Student Office 
received Training and Doctrine Command’s IMSO of the Year award for 2017 in 
the large IMSO category. Pictured from Left to Right are: (Standing): PFC Victor 
Carpio, SGT Melony Rosario, CPT Thomas Grace, Otis Smith, Eddie Pineiro, Ruben 
Aviles and Andres Ramos. (Seated): Elsie Dunn, Mary Morejon, Gladys Martin, and 
Mary Craddock.

USAACE IMSO receives top award
By Kelly P. Morris
USAACE Public Affairs

PHOTO BY JAY MANN

Robert Mitchell, curator at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum at Fort Rucker, shows 
a patch from British Brigadier Orde Wingate’s Chindits that was given to a U.S. Air 
Commando Soldier in WWII.



JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICH-
ARDSON, Alaska — The Alaska National 
Guard has a 61-year tradition of serving 
communities throughout Alaska during 
the holiday season, delivering Christmas 
gifts and a variety of delights to children 
in remote locations around the state. 

This year, the island-town of St. Michael 
– with a population of 400 – was selected 
for a visit, and the citizens expressed grati-
tude and enthusiasm to their out-of-town 
guests who showed up to spread holiday 
cheer.

“Operation Santa” delivered wrapped 
Christmas gifts for every child – infants 
through age 18 – as well as new backpacks. 
As the National Guard troops served fruit 
and ice cream sundaes, the children and 
teens walked through a line of tables and 
filled their backpacks with snacks, stuffed 
animals, books, socks, toiletries, basket-
balls, footballs, and beautiful hand-knit 
hats made with love from a group of vol-
unteers who live in Florida.

Santa and Mrs. Claus also visited the 
town during the operation, bringing along 
about 30 Soldier elves on one of the Alaska 
Air National Guard’s brand new HC-130J 
Combat King II aircraft from the 211th 
Rescue Squadron.

“It was an honor to step in for Rudolph 
and the other reindeer and fly these folks 
here in one of our rescue aircraft, still 
shiny and new,” said Lt. Col. Eric Budd, 
Op Santa pilot and commander of the 
211th Rescue Squadron.

After the aircraft arrived in St. Michael, 
a flurry of activity began as Soldiers and 
Airmen stepped out onto crunchy snow 
and large boxes were off-loaded and trans-

ferred to vans and pickup trucks driven 
by community volunteers. The National 
Guard troops were welcomed with hospi-
tality and smiles as they arrived at the lo-
cal school to set up for the event. 

The faculty and students had eagerly 
anticipated their guests and the Christmas 
event, as evidenced by the many colorful 
decorations, lights, and an impressive dis-
play built by the students to house Santa 
and Mrs. Claus, including a tree, chairs, 
décor and lighting.

“We’ve been looking forward to Op 
Santa for months,” said Anthony A. An-
drews School principal Jon Wehde. “Our 
community is so excited for this visit and 
we really appreciate the generosity and 
kindness of everyone involved.”

Op Santa began in 1956 as the Anchor-
age community assisted the village of St. 
Mary’s after negative impacts of natural 
disaster left the citizens with no money 
to buy Christmas gifts. The Air Guard’s 
144th Airlift Squadron delivered donated 
goods to the remote village in a C-123J 
Provider. Since then, Air Guard C-130s, 
Army Guard C-23 Sherpas, UH-60 Black 
Hawks, and other aircraft have transport-
ed Santa and Mrs. Claus, elves, gifts and 
other desirable items to tens of thousands 
of children throughout rural Alaska.

“The event is important because it be-
gan due to the impact of natural disaster 
and continued as a way to reach rural 
Alaska for building community relation-
ships, serving those in remote areas, and 
providing joy and comfort to Alaskans 
during the holiday season,” said Maj. Gen. 
Laurie Hummel, adjutant general for the 
Alaska National Guard.

Many Alaskans in rural communities 
may go most of their lives without per-
sonal interaction with service members 

in the U.S. military, and Op Santa allows 
Soldiers and Airmen to build connections 
in a personal and tangible way.

“Engaging Alaskan communities is a 
priority for the Alaska National Guard and 
Operation Santa Claus is one way we can 
show our Alaskan neighbors that we care,” 
said Hummel.

Airmen and Soldiers in the Alaska Na-

tional Guard worked with The Salvation 
Army and community volunteers to coor-
dinate and execute the Op Santa mission.

“Op Santa really isn’t possible without 
all of the volunteers who pull it together,” 
said Hummel. “This community outreach 
program is a time-honored tradition that 
we hope to continue for many years to 
come.”
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PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. 
– The North American Aerospace Defense 
Command is celebrating the 62nd Anniver-
sary of tracking Santa’s yuletide journey.

The NORAD Tracks Santa website, 
www.noradsanta.org, features Santa’s 
North Pole Village, which includes a holi-
day countdown, games, activities and more. 
The website is available in eight languages: 
English, French, Spanish, German, Italian, 
Japanese, Portuguese, and Chinese.

 Official NORAD Tracks Santa apps are 
also available in the Apple and Google Play 
stores, so parents and children can count-
down the days until Santa’s launch on their 
smart phones and tablets.! Tracking op-
portunities are also offered through social 
media on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and 
Instagram.

 Starting at 2:01 a.m. EST Sunday, web-
site visitors can watch Santa make prepara-
tions for his flight. NORAD’s Santa Cams 
will stream videos on the website as Santa 
makes his way over various locations. 

Then, at 6 a.m. EST, trackers worldwide 
can speak with a live phone operator to in-
quire as to Santa’s whereabouts by dialing 
the toll-free number 1-877-Hi-NORAD (1-
877-446-6723) or by sending an email to 
noradtrackssanta@outlook.com. 

Any time Sunday, Amazon Alexa users 

can ask for Santa’s location through the 
NORAD Tracks Santa skill for Amazon 
Alexa, and OnStar subscribers can press 
the OnStar button in their vehicles to locate 
Santa. Bing and Cortana users can also find 
Santa’s location Sunday.

IT STARTED WITH A TYPO
On Dec. 24, 1955, a call was made to 

the Continental Air Defense Command 

Operations Center in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. However, this call was not 
from the president or a general. It was 
from a young child in Colorado Springs 
who was following the directions in an 
advertisement printed in the local pa-
per – the youngster wanted to know the 
whereabouts of Santa Claus.

The ad read, “Hey, Kiddies! Call me 
direct and be sure and dial the correct 

number.” However, the number was 
printed incorrectly in the advertisement 
and rang into the CONAD operations 
center.

On duty that night was Air Force Col. 
Harry Shoup, who has come to be known 
as the Santa Colonel. Shoup received 
numerous calls that night and rather than 
hanging up, he had his operators find the 
location of Santa Claus and reported it to 
every child who phoned in that night.

Thus began a tradition carried on by 
the North American Aerospace Defense 
Command when it was formed in 1958. 
Today, through satellite systems, high-
powered radars and jet fighters, NORAD 
tracks Santa Claus as he makes his Yule-
tide journey around the world.

Every year on Dec. 24, 1,500 volun-
teers staff telephones and computers to 
answer calls and e-mails from children 
– and adults – from around the world. 
Live updates are provided through the 
NORAD Tracks Santa Web site (in seven 
languages), over telephone lines and by 
e-mail to keep curious children and their 
families informed about Santa’s where-
abouts, and if it’s time to get to bed.

Each year, the NORAD Tracks Santa 
Web Site receives nearly 9 million unique 
visitors from more than 200 countries 
and territories around the world. Volun-
teers receive more than 140,000 calls to 
the NORAD Tracks Santa hotline from 
children around the globe.

SANTA WATCH
North American Aerospace Defense 
Command
Press Release

COURTESY PHOTO

Volunteers answer phones during the annual NORAD Tracks Santa event on Peterson AFB, Colo., a 
previous year. Last year, NTS had more 1,500 volunteers answering 150,000 phone calls, 2,800 emails 
and 3,000 on-star requests from children around the world asking where Santa is at and when he will 
arrive at their house.

NORAD stands ready to track Santa’s flight

OPERATION SANTA
By Lt. Col. Candis Olmstead
For Army News Service

PHOTO BY 2ND LT. MARISA LINDSAY

Santa and Mrs. Claus, travelling with Operation Santa Claus, de-board an HC-130J Combat King II from 
the 211th Rescue Squadron, Alaska Air National Guard, after landing in St. Michael, Alaska, on Dec. 5. 
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Alaska National Guard brings holiday cheer to remote towns



ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, 
Md. — Army researchers are working 
with the Marines to develop 3-D printed 
drones as materials science, Aviation 
technology and software development 
merge to deliver new capabilities.

“Several years ago when we were col-
laborating with our academic partner, 
Georgia Tech, we had this project where 
we were focusing on design engineering 
of small unmanned aircraft systems,” said 
Eric Spero, a team lead within the labora-
tory’s Vehicle Technology Directorate.

Spero and his team brought their idea 
to fruition at the U.S. Army Training and 
Doctrine Command’s annual event at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, in 2016. The Army Ex-
peditionary Warrior Experiment puts new 
technologies in the hands of Soldiers.

This is theme of a new YouTube docu-
mentary released by the U.S. Army Re-
search Laboratory (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=0erL9bTHvi4). The video 
details how researchers first envisioned 
on-demand printing with a suite of tools 
that would allow for Soldiers to enter 
mission parameters and then get a 3-D 
printed aviation asset within 24 hours.

Researchers then reached out to the 
U.S. Marine Corps and started working 
with the service to provide a software 
catalog that Marines would use to select 
and print an unmanned aircraft system for 

a specific mission.
Additive manufacturing, or 3-D print-

ing, is maturing as a viable means to pro-
duce mission-essential parts or equipment 
at the point of need, said ARL engineer 
Larry “LJ” R. Holmes Jr.

“We have interacted with Marines who 
have never touched an unmanned sys-
tem before to Marines who are experts 
in unmanned aerial flight,” Holmes said. 
“Across the board they all seemed to be 
very interested in the topic of being able 
to manufacture a tool that they can use 
that was mission specific and has a turn 

around.”
Holmes said the Marines expected the 

turn around to be days or weeks, and the 
ARL team showed them that the turn-
around time can be anywhere from min-
utes to hours.

Researchers said they plan to stream-
line their processes based on feedback 
received from the Marines in order to 
enable unprecedented situational aware-
ness.

“Things like additive manufacturing 
with materials, artificial intelligence and 
machine learning, unmanned systems 

technologies, these will enable us to 
bring together the capabilities that will 
allow the future Soldiers and Marines the 
decisive edge that they need in the battle-
field,” said Elias Rigas, a division chief in 
ARL’s Vehicle Technology Directorate.

The capability to print something from 
a spool of plastic that flies off on a mili-
tary mission is something that captures 
the imagination, Holmes said.

“I think a lot of folks are interested in 
additive manufacturing because we’ve 
seen on sci-fi shows ... just walking up to 
a user interface and saying, ‘cheeseburg-
er,’ and there’s my cheeseburger,” he said. 
“I think that as additive manufacturing 
continues to grow and the technologies 
continue to evolve that we’re going to 
get to a point eventually where we will be 
making things in a similar fashion where 
you will walk up to your user interface 
and say, ‘unmanned aerial system,’ and it 
will make it for you.”

al, and Command Sgt. Maj. Chris-
topher D. Spivey, Fort Rucker gar-
rison command sergeant major, 
were among those on hand to cut 
the ribbon to the newly renovated 
facility.

“To you single Soldiers, this 
building is (yours) – this building 
is not mine, it’s not Mr. Kidd’s, it’s 
not USAACE’s – it belongs to the 

single Soldiers,” said Spivey.
The facility’s theater room, 

which received new carpet, also re-
ceived renovated seating to provide 
a more stadium-style arrangement 
while Soldiers enjoy a theater-type 
experience.

Additional security was also in-
stalled to ensure the safety of all 
the Soldiers and the equipment in 
the facility.

One of the big driving forces 

behind the renovation was to con-
tinue to serve single Soldiers in 
the Army, said Teresa Whitman-
McCall, recreational delivery sys-
tem program manager, and pro-
vide them a facility where they can 
gather, which is essential to their 
quality of life.

“If you live in the barracks, you 
don’t have a stove or a big fridge, 
so (Soldiers) can come in and put 
their stuff in the fridge with their 

names on it,” she said. “They can 
come in here and cook a real meal. 
A lot of times when you come in 
here, there will be three or four of 
them in here and they’ll cook a 
pot of spaghetti or something and 
share with each other – they get 
something that’s more like home.

“This gives them a chance to 
come in and have a relaxed atmo-
sphere, spread out a little bit and 
let them get away from their room-

mate for a few hours – this is a 
great (escape),” said the RDS pro-
gram manager. “We just hope that 
all the single Soldiers will utilize 
the facility – it’s here for them. The 
BOSS program is a great program 
that brings people together who 
have the same common interest, 
and they can bond with an extra 
friend out there who understands 
what they’re going through as a 
single Soldier.”

for today’s Apache helicopters, which had greater attack ca-
pabilities.

“The common saying amongst former Cobra pilots who 
were then Apache pilots was that the Apache fixed all the 
problems we had with the Cobra, and that was pretty accu-
rate,” said the curator. 

“We didn’t have a power problem anymore. We had two 
engines in case one engine was shot out, so you could still 
continue to fly. It had a better fire-control computer on it, so 
it was everything the Cobra wasn’t and of course it’s still 
evolving today,” he continued, adding that despite its ad-
vances, the Apache wouldn’t be where it is today without 
the Cobra.

Today the museum houses one S-model Cobra, which sits 

just outside the entrance of the museum, and two of the rarer 
G-model aircraft, one of which sits next to the stage inside 
the museum, with the other in storage having recently been 
restored and sporting a new paint job.

The G model in storage is one of two Cobras that were 
sent to Spain to serve the Spanish navy in the early 1980s in 
the Army’s lend-lease program, and is unique in that it has a 
rotor-brake system that is required of any helicopters on any 
kind of shipboard operation, said Mitchell.

“The Spanish navy gave the two Cobras back to the Army 
(in the late 80s), and by this time, all the G-models had been 
converted to S models, so those were two very unique air-
craft,” said the curator. “We got one, and the other went to 
the 6th Cavalry Brigade and sits by the gate at Camp Hum-
phreys, South Korea.”

Another thing that makes the G-model Cobra in storage 

unique is the paint job it now sports, which is a two-tone 
paint job complete with shark mouth at the front of the air-
craft.

“When people think about the Cobra, they always think 
about the model with the shark mouth on it and since this 
particular aircraft doesn’t have any Army prominence, we 
thought, ‘let’s pick a really cool paint job and do it,’” said 
the curator.

Although the aircraft sports a unique skin, the museum 
doesn’t have the space in its visual inventory to place the 
Cobra, but Mitchell said that people will be able to view the 
aircraft during special events, when the museum will bring 
it out for veteran reunions and such.

“We hate to leave it in storage because it looks so distinc-
tive and neat, so we’ll bring it out on special occasions for 
people to enjoy,” he said.

camera on their phone or even their watch 
that can take photos of credit cards or ATM 
cards while people are making a purchase 
or withdrawing money out of an ATM, said 
the plans and operations specialist.

“Be cognizant of other people around 
you with cell phones when using your ATM 
cards,” he said, adding that when they get 
their receipts from machines or purchases, 
they should dispose of them properly rath-
er than nonchalantly toss them.

“A lot of times when people get their 
credit card receipts, they’ll ball them up 
and throw them away, and people need to 
be aware that their credit card receipts do 
carry some of your personal information, 
so you need to take it with you and destroy 
it properly,” said Clark.

Another holiday OSPEC faux pas is 
carrying large amounts of cash, he said. 
Although the holiday season calls for in-
creased shopping, carrying large amounts 
of cash can make people a target for thieves, 
but if one must carry cash, Clark suggests 
people carry only what they need.

“If you’re carrying large amounts of 
cash, you don’t want to put it all in one 
place – try to separate it,” he said. “You 
don’t want to broadcast the fact that you 
have a large amount of cash on you – it’s 
the wrong thing to do.”

Also, after making large purchases after 
a day of shopping, Clark suggests that peo-
ple store their items out of sight, such as 
in the trunk of their car. Around this time 
of year, thieves patrol parking lots for cars 
that might have recently purchased items 
stored in plain view, he said.

Marcel Dumais, Fort Rucker commu-
nity police chief, added that this also goes 
for people’s purses and wallets.

“If you are carrying purses, watch your 

purse, even if you’re in your car and you’re 
just outside pumping gas in the car, make 
sure you have eyes on your purse and your 
wallet,” said the police chief.

Additionally, when finding a parking 
space, Clark suggests that people make 
sure they park in a well-lit area that might 
deter a thief from trying to break into their 
vehicle.

After the shopping is complete and 
people return home, Dumais maintains 
that people shouldn’t let their guard down 
simply because they’re home – houses can 
become prime targets for criminals during 
the holidays.

Although burglaries are a rarity on post, 
people should do what they can to stave 
off any thieves by properly storing their 
items out of site and taking precautions 
when disposing of their holiday trash, said 
the police chief.

“For those who live on post, specifi-
cally in Allen Heights, don’t store high-
value items under your car ports,” he said. 
“They don’t have a garage, so people 
should make sure to put their high-value 
items inside their quarters or in their stor-
age buildings,” adding that although it may 
look nice to have their tree and presents on 
display in their windows, it can serve as an 
open invitation for thieves.

“I also recommend that you break down 
your boxes after Christmas if you decide 
to put them off to the side of the road,” 
said the police chief. “Break down that 60-
inch TV box so that it’s not a big neon sign 
outside your house asking (for someone) 
to come steal it.”

In recent years, rather than brave the 
throngs of shoppers, many people have 
turned to online, shopping and having their 
packages delivered to their homes, which 
can leave people open to what Clark calls 
“snatch and grab” theft.

“When delivery services deliver packag-
es on the doorstep, there are those who will 
run up and grab the package and run off,” 
he said, recommending that people invest 
in home security systems with surveillance 
cameras to deter potential thieves.

Also, if people are traveling during the 
season, Clark said people should take 
steps to make sure their homes are safe 
while they are away.

“When traveling, leave some lights on at 
home or put your lights on a timer to give 
the appearance that someone is home,” he 
said.

Dumais urges people to refrain from 
posting travel plans on social media, 
as well, which can be an open invite for 
criminals to come into their homes while 
they’re away.

“Don’t advertise if you’re taking a trip 
around the holidays on social media,” said 
the police chief. “What you’re doing is 
just ringing the doorbell for the thieves to 
come and rob your house, basically.

“Watch what you post, as well,” he 
continued. “Posting that you just got 60-
inch TV to social media might not be the 
brightest thing you do, so be cautious of 
what you’re putting up on social media 
and what your kids put on social media, 
also.”

To help residents on Fort Rucker feel 
safer, the Directorate of Public Safety of-
fers a quarters check program. Residents 
can visit Bldg. 5001 on Lucky Star St. to 
sign up for quarters checks, and DPS offi-
cials will visit their home during the day or 
night to make sure there aren’t any issues.
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Lance Cpl. Nicholas Hettinga, 2nd Tank Battalion, 2nd 
Marine Division, prepares to pilot a 3-D printed UAS 
during a Sept. 27 test flight at Camp Lejeune. 

By David McNally
U.S. Army Research Laboratory
Public Affairs

PHOTOS BY DAVID MCNALLY

Army researcher John Gerdes works closely with Marines at Camp Lejeune, N.C., Sept. 27 to showcase 
3-D printed drones. 

Army partners with Marine Corps on 3-D printed drones
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Billy Cotter,

Heather Conway Judy Dunn

Erin Tullos,

Lesley Enman, Robin Foy Edith Hall Maggie Haas
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Marge Simmons

Mary Merritt Cheryl Piccinini

Todd Schmidt

During the Holiday Season, our thoughts turn to those
who make our business possible. A sincere Thank You for

trusting us over 40 years with your real estate needs.

Merry Christmas from Billy Cotter, Erin Tullos, Agents &Staff!
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LIVONIA, Mich. — It’s December and 
many are doing their holiday shopping or 
making a wish list of gifts they’d like to 
receive.

During the Future Ground Combat Ve-
hicle Summit earlier in December in Livo-
nia, Army acquisition professionals and 
program managers had their own wish 
lists that included an assortment of robots 
and ground combat vehicles meant to pro-
tect Soldiers and give pause to potential 
adversaries.

ROBOTS
Brian McVeigh, project manager for 

force protection, was big on robots.
Over 7,000 were fielded in just the last 

decade, he noted. The challenge now is 
to move the most effective ones into pro-
grams of record.

Among these, he said, is the M-160 Ro-
botic Mine Flail, which efficiently clears 

land mines using rotating chains that flail 
the ground. It is also rugged enough to be 
protected against mine explosion frag-
ments.

The M-160 made it into a program of 
record this year before the holidays, and 
a number are already involved in route-
clearance missions in Afghanistan.

By 2025, dismounted Soldiers will con-
duct foot patrols alongside robots called 
Squad Multipurpose Equipment Transport 
vehicles that carry rucksacks and other 
equipment that will lighten the Soldier 
load, McVeigh said.

In order to get these to the warfighter 
sooner rather than later, the Army is pro-
curing them through an Other Transaction-
al Agreement, he said.

The OTA got the program rolling fast, 
with requirements out in April and a 
down-select six months later in Novem-
ber, he said. Four contracts were awarded 
for 20 vehicles each, which will be tested 
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BAGHDAD — Over the past sev-
eral months Soldiers from the 29th 
Combat Aviation Brigade have been 
active in working with their counter-
parts from the Iraqi security forces, 
including Iraqi army aviation.

And when the request came for 
the CAB to collaborate with this 
group once again, they jumped at 
the chance. 

The result of this request was an 
aeromedical evacuation familiariza-
tion course that assisted in training 
Iraqi forces in Baghdad, Iraq, Nov. 
26.

The familiarization training in-
cluded cold load training, in which 
a patient is loaded onto a helicopter 
when the helicopter is turned off, 
and hot load training, in which the 
helicopter is on with the rotors spin-
ning, explained Sgt. Johnny Kilroy, 
a flight medic with the 29th CAB’s 
2-149th General Support Aviation 
Battalion. 

During the initial discussion at 
the start of the course between the 
two partner forces, the CAB instruc-
tors quickly realized that in addition 
to regular front-line soldiers, Iraqi 
medical professionals were also in 
attendance, including a general who 
is a flight surgeon, flight medics and 
clinicians.

The Iraqi trainees had significant 
medical experience, shifting the fo-
cus of the training from basic HH-
60 MedEvac helicopter familiariza-
tion to a collaboration on how the 
U.S. and Iraqi forces can better help 
each other in the future. 

“I was taken by surprise once we 

realized who we were training,” said 
Kilroy. “We quickly shifted our dis-
cussion to better meet their needs.”

The Iraqi forces detailed how they 
worked in the field, especially dur-
ing the fight for Mosul; and a desire 
to improve training for their soldiers 
on how to treat injuries on and off of 
the battlefield. 

“I learned that several of our Iraqi 
counterparts are scheduled to go to 
Fort Sam Houston (Texas) to attend 
the Flight Medic Train-the-Trainer 
course,” said Kilroy. “I think this 
was a great segue coming here be-
cause they will be familiar with 
some of our tools and equipment 
and will bring their experience to 
the course, as well.”

The discussion about equip-
ment and techniques transitioned 
to a practical application of placing 
someone onto a litter and working 
as a team to lift that casualty prop-

erly. Finally, the training attendees 
secured a simulated patient into an 
HH-60M MEDEVAC helicopter and 
practiced all of those techniques as 
if it were a real-life event. 

“Everyone participated, includ-
ing the Iraqi general flight surgeon,” 
said Sgt. Blaze Amodei, a flight 
medic from 2-149th GSAB. “It was 
a good day of training and I learned 
a lot.”

“I enjoy working with the U.S. 
Soldiers. They have shown us many 
examples of how to better treat pa-
tients we come across,” said an Iraqi 
army aviation major.

This is not the first time Soldiers 
from the 29th CAB have trained with 
their Iraqi counterparts. Past train-
ing events included a flight medic 
course and a Chemical Biological 
Radiological and Nuclear Defense 
training event, which occurred this 
past summer in Erbil, Iraq. 

SEE BATTLEFIELD, PAGE B4

NAVAL AIR FACILITY EL CENTRO, Califor-
nia — Marines with Marine Aerial Refueler Trans-
port Squadron 152 “Sumos” conducted a joint aerial 
training mission with the 160th Special Operations 
Aviation Regiment during unit-level training called 
El Centro Horizon at Naval Air Facility El Centro, 
California, Dec. 6. 

VMGR-152 and the 160th SOAR performed an 
MH-60 Black Hawk air-to-air refueling in the night 
at low altitude with covert aircraft lighting, aided 
with night vision imaging systems. The units accom-
plished their mission in order to maintain effective 
training while maximizing combat capabilities.

“Army 160th are the best of the best helicopter pi-
lots, and working with them always makes us better,” 
said Marine Corps Capt. Donald Shrewsbury, a KC-
130J Hercules pilot with VMGR-152. “160th SOAR 
is a huge Aviation unit across the Army. They have 
multiple platforms that we can refuel. We have to 
work with them, so they can stay proficient at tanking 
and we can stay proficient at helping them out.”

Although air-to-air refueling is standard training 
for VMGR-152, conducting it at night enhances the 
Marine’s capabilities to work and execute proficient-
ly under challenging circumstances.

“There’s a different aspect when the sun goes down, 
and without the use of night vision it can get scary out 
there,” said Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. Paul Folk, a 
crewmaster with VMGR-152. “If we can’t see, nei-
ther can the enemy. We do night systems training to 
be able to operate in an environment that keeps us 
more camouflaged from the enemy’s sight.”

Night helicopter air-to-air refueling is one of many 
exercises that VMGR-152 now has the opportunity to 
conduct as a result of El Centro Horizon.

The exercise provided the unit and the Marines 
who participated the unique experience of combin-
ing three different aspects of training – performing 
aerial refueling, low visibility conditions and with 
another service branch – each of which is essential to 
maintaining the Marine Corps’ place as the most elite 
fighting force in the world.

“War doesn’t have a time frame. War is 24/7,” said 
Folk. “We have to be able to operate in any environ-
ment. That’s why we do what we do.”

IN THE YEAR 2025

By 2025, the Army sees ground troops conducting foot patrols in urban terrain with robots, called Squad Multipurpose 
Equipment Transport vehicles, that carry rucksacks and other equipment alongside Soldiers. Overhead, UAS will also 
serve as spotters to warn troops, so they can engage the enemy on their own terms, according to the Army’s new 
strategy on robotic and autonomous systems. 

ARMY GRAPHIC

Soldiers of the 1st Armored Division Combat Aviation Brigade and Sailors of Navy Cargohandling Battalion One load a CH-47 Chinook aboard USNS 
Brittin by crane at the Port of the Americas in Ponce, Puerto Rico, Nov. 24. The CAB’s aircraft and Soldiers are returning home to Fort Bliss, Texas, 
after supporting the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s emergency disaster relief effort for Hurricane Maria. 

PHOTO BY SGT. MICHAEL BROUGHEY

GOING HOME

SUMO 
STYLE
By Cpl. Carlos Jimenez
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan
Public Affairs

WORKING TOGETHER

160th SOARs with Marines 
for nighttime aerial refueling

29th CAB MedEvac course creates new opportunities for partnerships

Robots, railguns, lasers to team with Soldiers on battlefield

Marine Corps Cpl. Justen Hagstrom, a crewmaster with Marine 
Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152, informs his 
pilots that an Army MH-60 Black Hawk with the 160th SOAR 
has made successful contact with the drogue to conduct night 
air-to-air refueling during unit-level training called El Centro 
Horizon at Naval Air Facility El Centro, Calif., Dec. 6.

PHOTO BY CPL. CARLOS JIMENEZ

By Staff Sgt. Isolda Reyes
29th Combat Aviation Brigade
Public Affairs

Iraqi soldiers and airmen practice loading a simulated casualty onto an HH-60M Black Hawk 
with Soldiers from the 29th CAB during the aeromedical evacuation familiarization course 
at Baghdad, Iraq, Nov. 26. 

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. ISOLDA REYES

By David Vergun
Army News Service
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HEALTH PRODUCTS

PETS & ANIMALS

CATS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HORSES & CATTLE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION,TRAINING & LIBRARY

FINANCIAL SERVICES & BANKING
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RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

RECREATION

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE
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NEED TO PLACE AN AD?

It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives

and they will be glad to assist you.

Need a New Home?

Check out the Classifieds

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Registered ACA Cocker Spaniel Puppies ,
choc. & white, black & white, 6 males,

6 wks. old Dec. 19th, $500.
Call or text 334-200-8910.

CKC Reg. White German
Shepherd puppies .

3-M/2-F All shots will be
up to date. Avail. Jan.
Make deposit now.
$600. 334-355-3457.

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE
Vine Ripe tomatoes,

frozen peas & butter beans
turnips, collard & mustard

Mon.-Sat. (8am - 5:30 pm)
Hwy 52 Malvern, AL
334-793-6690

CEDAR CREEK RANCH
Ashford, Alabama

FOR SALE
Service Age Angus Bulls &
Group of Black Bred Cows

Call 334-797-8722

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small

Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber

334-389-2003

Business Administration
Management Instructor

EMERGENCY POSTING

TEMPORARY POSITION

Apply Online Today!
www.escc.edu

Enterprise State Community College is an EOE

COLLECTION OFFICER
Experienced collections officer needed for
large financial institution. One to three
years experience in collections required.
Successful candidate will have knowledge

of bankruptcy, consumer lending,
repossession and legal proceedings.

Fax resume and salary history to:
(334) 598-2808 or mail to:
HRS PO Drawer 8
Daleville, AL 36322
or email to:

aacfcu.careers@aacfcu.com
An Employer of EOE

Minorities/Females/Veterans/Disabled.
Drug Free Workplace.

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Coffee County Solid Waste Office
has an opening for the position of:

SOLID WASTE CLERK
Description: Perform general clerical
duties including processing payments,
balancing cash drawer daily, answer
phone calls, assist customers with

new or existing accounts.

Requirements: High school diploma or
GED certificate, supplemented with
course work in typing, bookkeeping,
and computers. Experience working
with customer accounts and
record management.

Benefits: Paid vacation, sick leave,
health insurance, holidays,
and state retirement.

Starting Pay: $11.72 to $12.94 HR
depending on experience.

Closing date: January 5th, 2017.
Please apply at the Alabama
Career Center, Enterprise, AL.
Coffee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

DOTHAN EAGLE

• Job Opportunity •
Job Open Date: Immediately

Job Title: Graphic Artist

The DOTHAN EAGLE and its affiliates are looking

to hire a Creative Services Graphic Artist. If

you are a team player, flexible and can work in a

fast-paced deadline oriented atmosphere…then

this is the place for you! Main responsibilities

are building accurate and creative advertise-

ments for the DOTHAN EAGLE, Opelika-Auburn

News, Enterprise Ledger, Eufaula Tribune,

Jackson County Floridan, Dothan Progress,

and various special sections. This position will

also be responsible for helping proofreading.

We Offer You:

• Equal opportunity employment

• A creative/challenging environment

• A competitive salary

• 401K

• Medical, Dental, Vision, Vacation, etc.

We Require:

• Excellent communication skills

• A self-motivated individual

• Strong decision-making skills

• 40 WPM accurate typing skills

• Proficiency in Adobe InDesign, Adobe

Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator

(you MUST be proficient in these programs)

• Ability to troubleshoot computer applications

including design, visual elements and

typography

Newspaper experience, or its equivalent,
is preferred, but not necessary.

This is NOT an entry-level position.
You absloutely must be proficient in the programs listed

Hours:

40 hours per week Monday-Friday

Apply online at www.bhmginc.com

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITIONS OF:

DIRECTOR OF TOURISM
AND MAIN STREET

Summary: Under minimal direct supervi-
sion, the Director of Tourism and Main
Street performs administrative and
marketing duties for the administrative
department and City of Enterprise. Work
involves marketing the City of Enterprise to
foster a good public image and promote
travel and tourism development. The Direc-
tor of Tourism and Main Street is responsi-
ble for the development and oversight of
the Tourism and Main Street budget,

providing annual reports, and recruitment
of groups, organizations, and individuals to
conduct events, meetings, gatherings and
other activities in the Enterprise area as
well as the promotion of the downtown
district. Acts as a liaison to the lodging

community to keep occupancy rates up and
promote growth. Markets Enterprise as a
destination for tourism, business, and
recreation. Promotes the community to
local media outlets and provides

information regarding upcoming events
and attractions. Assists visitors and
businesses throughout their visit.
Performs other duties as assigned.

Minimum Qualifications:
Possession of a bachelor’s degree

in communications, public relations, or a
related field and a minimum of three years
of related experience. Knowledge of

principles and practices of tourism market-
ing and research methods. Knowledge of
governmental grant writing and/or adminis-
tration of grants. Knowledge of principles
of budgeting. Ability to work non-standard
hours, such as nights, holidays, and week-
ends as needed. Must possess a valid drive-
r’s license and acceptable driving record.

OPENING DATE:
DECEMBER 8TH, 2017
CLOSING DATE:
Open Until Filled

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
CITY OF ENTERPRISE

CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,
AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE.

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITIONS OF:

SENIOR CENTER
ASSISTANT/DRIVER
Summary: The employee transports
participants to and from the center
and delivers home bound meals.

Cleans and sanitizes center facilities,
and assists with special projects and
activities at center. Performs
other duties as assigned.

STARTING SALARY: $10.64 /HR
OPENING DATE:

DECEMBER 14TH, 2017
CLOSING DATE:

DECEMBER 28TH, 2017

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
HUMAN RESOURCES

CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,
AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE.

2-10 acre tract
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

Stratos 2006 Bass Boat, 294 Pro XL, 19.6 ft.,
Mercury Optimax Motor. 2 Lowrance:1, hooks 5
on dash, trolling motor, 8 rod lockable box, 2
live wells, built in cooler, Lg. tackle storage
comp., 3 other storage comp., on bd. charging
system. Stratos trailer, Minn Kota Trolling Mo-
tor 24 volt system & much more! $14,800 Call
or text 850-712-5434 krhicks2544@gmail.com

Wilderness Travel Trailer 2000 29 ft.
sleeps 6, has a place for washer and dryer, like
new, excellent condition, satellite receiver and
tow bar included, very clean. $6500.
850-718-1530 or 850-526-9938 Many extras!

Bounder by Fleetwood 2004 36S : Ford V10,
58000 miles, 2 Slides, Automatic leveling
system, Rear camera, Onan Generator 5500,
2 flat screen TVs REDUCED $33,000. OBO
334-718-0113 or 334-718-0114

Coachman 2004 Marada 33DS , class A motor
home, 2 slides, backup camera, leveling jacks,
7.5KW generator, 2 rooftop AC, asking $29,500
Call 850-209-2776

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy.REDUCED $34,500
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

1950 Plymouth Special
Deluxe, 2 door coupe,
flathead 6 cylinder,
manual transmission
(three on a tree) lots of

chrome, wheel skirts, whitewall tires. Serious
inquires only. $11,000 OBO. Call 334-797-3095

Dodge 1965 D100 Pickup , slant 6-225 engine
original drive train, Collector used vehicle,
Good exterior, excellent interior condition
48,000 miles, KBB Value $22,500. Call or text
Oscar (334) 791-1356 serious inquiries only.

Amteck LLC is currently hiring multiple

Journeyman Electricians and Helpers for

projects in the Ft Rucker and Dothan, AL areas .

We offer a long-term opportunity for

steady employment as well as competitive

medical, dental, benefits along with paid holidays and company-matched 401k.

Requirements for this position include but are not limited to:

• Ability to run/bend rigid and EMT conduit

• Experienced with most aspects of industrial and commercial electrical construction such as

reading blueprints, roughing in walls, installing cable tray, terminating, pulling cable, etc.

• Strong knowledge and awareness of electrical safety procedures

Qualified candidates can apply on our website www.amteck.com, submitting a

resume directly to our recruiting team at workforce@amteck.com or by calling

the Lexington office 859-255-9546 to speak to someone in recruiting.

Installation Mechanic
Southeast Gas has an immediate opening for a
Installation Mechanic at its Dothan Office.
Job provides competitive pay and an excellent

benefit package:employer paid vacation, sick leave, health insurance,
long-term and short-term disability plan, life insurance, retirement, and

457 deferred compensation plan with employer match.

This job consists of installing gas piping, conducting change-outs from electric to gas,
reviewing blue prints, and performing repair work on heating and cooling equipment. This
job requires basic knowledge of the properties of electricity, the ability to perform limited
walking, and extensive crawling, bending and stooping. To qualify for this position you
must have a High School Diploma or GED, and possession of a valid Alabama Driver’s
License. Minimum of three years’ experience within the natural gas industry preferred.

Interested applicants should apply at The Southeast Gas Office,
2390 Ross Clark Circle, Dothan, AL 36301 or may submit a resume to Southeast
Gas, Attention: Corporate Services, P.O. Box 1338, Andalusia, AL 36420.
SEAGD is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action/Veterans/Disability Employer.

Ford 1932 Pickup, great restoration project,
$3500 Call 334-347-4844

Ford 1970 Mustang , 6 cyl engine original drive
train, one owner collector vehicle, excellent
condition, 150,000 miles, KBB Value $20,000
Call or text Oscar at (334) 791-1356 serious in-
quiries only.

2008 Nissan Sentra SL
Local one owner,mint
condition, 32 mpg, granite
brown with saddletan
leather, cold air,

moonroof, new tires, $5,000. 334-688-5156.

2017 Crew Cab Colorado
White, V6 gas engine, 175 miles, sprayed on
bed liner, tunnel cover, 8 speed transmission,
Bose speaker, assist steps, 35 month warranty,

$34,900. 334-695-6150

Acura 2000 RL, 1 owner,
loaded, 58k miles, like
new, $6800. 334-790-7959.

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Ford 2007 Ranger XL Su-
per Cab, 1 owner, 4 cyl.,
Automatic, new tires, 67k
miles, excellent, $9400.
334-790-7959.

Ford 2011 Edge SEL , pearl white matalic,
leather interior, sync system, fully loaded!!
new tires, new battery, great condtionn. $8500.
850-209-8592.

Honda 2005 Accord LX
Coupe, 1 owner, loaded,
new tires, 71k miles, like
new, $6175. 334-790-7959.

Honda 2010 Fit -local one
owner. 120,000 miles in
excellent condition, auto-
matic, a/c, all power, CD,
Lemans Sunset orange
w/black cloth interior, 40
MPG $7,495 334-688-5156

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

Kia 2013 Rio EX, loaded,
back up camera, new
tires, economical, auto-
matic, 4 cyl. 84K miles,
$5995. 334-790-7959.

Kia forte 2014 EX 5DR, PW, DL, CD/MP3,
Bluetooth, memory seats, remote keyless,
cruise, tilt, fog lights, sunroof, heat & cool driv-
er seat, heat steering & rear seat, Xenon head
lights, Navigator, dual climate, snow white ext.,
grey interior leather, 42K miles, remaining 5 yr.
60,00 warr. Great pull behind RV or first car.
REDUCED $10,995. call or text 334-488-6093.

Lincoln 2004 Town Car Ulti-
mate L , loaded, leather,
like new, 107k miles,
$6995. 334-790-7959.

Nissan 2004 350-Z ,
very nice! 93K miles,
$5500 firm. 334-701-4338.

Pontiac 2010 G6 , loaded, 4
cylinder, automatic, extra
clean, 104,000 miles
$5500. 334-790-7959.
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BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

EXCAVATION

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

LAWN SERVICES

PAINTING

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

SELF STORAGE

TREE SERVICE

Want Your Ad
To Stand Out?
Use An Attractor
Or Use Bold Print

In Your Ad

Complete CareGivers

In Home Elder Care Service
Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

In-Home Companion
care, Overnight
Sitting, Cooking,
Housekeeping and
Transportation

Markita 334-596-6374 Licensed & Bonded

POOLE
ASPHALT & CONCRETE

û û û
Driveways Parking Lots
Access Roads Building Slabs
Side Walks Curbs
Backhoe Work Dozer Work
Dump Truck Fill Dirt

Any & All Asphalt & Concrete Needs

Call 334-492-2235
Dothan, AL

Roy Poole Brent Poole
Estimator Owner

CHAD’s USED CARS

û Buy Here û Pay Hereû

OVER 50 CARS to choose from
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s

We appreciate your business !!!

Computer & Laptop Repair
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified

Dothanpc.com (Mon-Sat)

2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South

334-828-1621 334-596-3250

(334) 685-6039FREE
ESTIMATES

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can handle any
of your construction needs!

CONCRETE WORK
driveways • foundations • slabs • patios

MASONRY WORK
brick • block • stone

ADDITIONS, REMODELING
FRAMING

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Surgical Land Clearing
• Forestry Mulching • Land/Lot Clearing

Contact Patrick or John Moore
at 334-714-4047 or 334-803-4281

• Brush Cutting • Small Trees • Food Plots
• Shooting Lanes • Clear Fence Rows

• Lot Beautification • Survey Line Maintenance
• Riding Trails

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

HUSBAND FOR HIRE
Full SericeComany
û 35 YEARS EXP . û
*Ceiling fans * Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting

*Carpentry * Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"

Odd Jobs to Big Jobs
r Ask for Paul HFHS
LLC334-790-2659
Locally Owned

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

POPCORN CEILING REMOVAL
* PAINTING * TRIM *
* DRYWALL REPAIRS *

35 years experience ( Licensed & Insured )

r Free Estimates q
Call: Joe 334-441-6736

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR

Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û
û Water Proofing & Insurance Work û

(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards

References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist

Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows

Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

MUSTARD SEED LANDSCAPING, LLC

Professional Landscape Design/Installation

ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer
Auburn University Graduate

*Irrigation Installation/Repair
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage
Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed@comcast.net

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.

r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service

∂ Tree Removal
∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work

∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

Wells Lawn
Mower

Taylor, AL. 334-702-9566

Let Us Winterize your Lawn
Mower for Storage.
10% Discount
on Parts & Labor.

rWe Buy, Sale & Trade Riding
Lawnmower Service, Parts new & used

A’S PAINTING SERVICE
ùInterior ù Exterior
ù Pressure Washing
FREE ESTIMATES!
No job to small!!

(Licensed & Insured)
r Call 334-618-0134

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates ∂ 40 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING

LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

∂ Roofing

∂ Eaves & Siding

∂ Drives, Etc.
Roof Cleaning
Involves

No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street Dothan, AL

Residential & Commercial
All types of Roofing, Awnings &

Seamless Gutters
We also service Flat Roofs

We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"
For Repairs and Leaks

Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com

r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Withstand Winds
Up To 140 MPH

A-1 Tree Service
Licensed

Bonded & Insured
∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation
∂ Lawn Maintenance

∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Land Clearing
Call for your FREE estimate!

Call: 334-400-4959 30 yrs. of Exp.

Accepting all major credit cards
Quality you can count on with people you
can trust for a price you can’t beat!

Tree Removal ù Pruning ù Grinding
& Remove Tree Stumps
ù Land & Lot Clearing

Concrete/Driveway Removal
* Storm Damage

Licensed & Bonded 334-435-4845

TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS Call 347-9533 to sell

your item in

Classifieds today!

Classified

can sell it!

CALL

TODAY!

REDUCED BMW 2004 Z4 Roadster Convertible,
2.5 Lt. engine, 5-speed automatic trans., with
select shift, low miles, 66400 miles, electric
convertible, dark blue, garaged, new
Bridgestone tires and ceramic brakes,
am/fm/cd, very good condition, NADA blue
book $11,500. Selling for $8495.
Enterprise 334-393-1674.

DIRT BIKE, 2017 Suzuki RM, Z250L7 , only has 5
miles, manual transmission, never been in dirt,
garage kept, clear title, NO TRADES. $8500.
334-618-1114 or 334-714-6600.

Harley Davidson 2008 Roadking, FLHP 103CU.
IN. twin cam, 27k miles. Asking $8000 Dothan
Call 334-701-2272

Ford Expedition 1997 XLT 5.4 engine,
tow package, black in color, 165K miles,
excellent condition. $4000. 334-792-4554.

Hyundia Santa Fe GLS 2010, white in color,
1 owner, super clean! 61K miles. $10,500
Call 334-792-9860.

Kia 2011 Sorento , V6 auto engine, extra clean,
like new, 3rd row seats, must see, one owner,
well maintained $10,950 Call 334-718-4990
lv. message.

Dump Truck , International 1992, Diesel engine,
manual transmission, air brakes, everything
works. $3500. 850-593-6706 or 850-5571256

Ford 2003 F150 Pickup Truck, ext cab, good
condition $3500 Call 850-209-8101/850-594-6072

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
Call Jim 334-379-4953
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by Soldiers in two brigades 
until the end of next year. 
Low-rate initial production 
is expected to follow with 
a production contract in 
place.

The requirements were 
limited to give manufac-
turers more flexibility in 
the trade-space, he said. 
The only firm requirements 
were that SMET be able 
to haul 1,000 pounds off-
road, cover 60 miles in 72 
hours and cost $100,000 or 
less each.

The OTA was used be-
cause Army leaders priori-
tized getting the weight off 
the backs of dismounted 
Soldiers, he noted.

Common Robotic Sys-
tem (Heavy) is designed 
to disarm or disable un-
exploded ordnance using 
a highly dexterous arm 
remotely controlled by 
a Soldier. The Army just 
published requests for in-
formation from industry for 
the wireless-range manipu-
lator arm, McVeigh said.

Feedback from industry 
on CRS-H has been good, 
he said. It is expected that 
by next summer, draft per-
formance specifications 
will be issued, and it is 
hoped that fielding can be-
gin as early as 2020. This 
system is also going the 
OTA route.

The Enhanced Robotics 
Payload is another explo-
sives ordnance disposal ro-
bot. A request for proposal 
has been released, McVeigh 
said. And in October, a 
contract was awarded to 
Endeavor Robotics for an-
other EOD robot, the Man-
Transportable Robotics 
System Increment II.

GROUND COMBAT 
VEHICLES

David Dopp, program 
manager for Mobile Pro-
tected Firepower Vehicle, 
Ground Combat Systems, 
said a request for proposal 
was released in late No-
vember for MPF.

The MPF he envisions 
can be described as a light 
tank. It will be light in the 
sense that it will weigh less 
than half as much as an 
Abrams tank, which will 
allow two to fit inside a 
C-17 aircraft. That means 
its armor will be less than 
an Abrams.

The MPF will also sport 
a gun in the 105mm to 
120mm range, similar to 
the ones on early versions 
of the Abrams, Dopp said.

It is expected that the 
MPF will provide infantry 
brigade combat teams with 
a long-range, direct-fire ca-
pability for forcible entry 
and breaching operations, 
he noted, so it is not by any 
stretch a tank replacement.

There will not be a lot 
of requirements other than 
MPF being light and pow-
erful, he said. Army leaders 
are eager to quickly get it 
into the hands of Soldiers 
for testing.

A contract could be 
awarded by early FY19 
with low-rate initial pro-
duction to follow, he said.

Maj. Gen. John Charlton, 

commander of the Army 
Test and Evaluation Com-
mand, said that although 
the Next Generation Com-
bat Vehicle fielding isn’t 
expected until 2035, a lot 
of the components that 
may find their way onto 
the NGCV in one shape or 
another are being currently 
tested around the Army.

Two such systems that 
will likely inform devel-
opment of NGCV, he said, 
are the Common Remotely 
Operated Weapon Station-
Javelin and the Stryker Re-
mote Weapons Station.

CROWS-J allows the 
warfighter to remotely 
engage targets with preci-
sion fire from the Javelin 
while on the move, he said. 
Stryker RWS is a 30mm 
cannon on an unmanned 
turret. Both systems keep 
the gunner inside the vehi-
cle, in a less exposed area 
than the turret.

Electro-magnetic inter-
ference testing is now un-
derway on the sensors and 
software, he said.

There are some chal-
lenges to overcome in put-
ting this technology on the 
NGCV, he said, describing 
a few.

Although the gunner 
is tucked inside the ve-

hicle, rounds must still be 
loaded and reloaded in the 
gun, which means being 
exposed to enemy fire and 
working in cramped condi-
tions, he said.

Getting everything 
working correctly will re-
quire a lot of software de-
velopment, he said. This is 
probably the most difficult 
challenge.

And finally, situational 
awareness could be lost 
with the crew fully but-
toned up inside the vehicle, 
he said. This could be par-
ticularly bad in urban ter-
rain where Soldiers cannot 
get good visuals of what’s 
around and above them.

The situational aware-
ness issue could be ad-
dressed through adding 
sensors and cameras so the 
crew doesn’t feel so com-
pletely closed in, he noted.

OTHER FUTURE 
WEAPONS

Charlton said several 
promising weapons are in 
the science and technology 
and testing stages.

Engineers are now de-
signing extended-range 
cannons that can be mount-
ed on the Paladin and will 
fire much greater distances 
than current artillery, he 

said, noting that the dis-
tances are impressive but 
classified.

The cannons could find 
their way on the NGCV, he 
said.

The challenges are now 
designing a breech in the 
gun system that can handle 
the enormous pressures 
and getting the APS soft-
ware and sensors devel-
oped. Also, the crew might 
be adversely affected by 
the enormous pressures, 
so some sort of dampen-
ing mechanism would be 
needed.

Another weapon that 
will eventually make its 
way to the battlefield is the 
high-energy laser, Charlton 
said.

The Army and Air Force 
are now out at White 
Sands Missile Range in 
New Mexico using them 
to knock out air-to-ground 
and surface-to-air missiles, 
as well as unmanned air-
craft systems, he said.

A 300-kilowatt laser will 

be built and tested in the 
near future, he added. 

“We want to ensure the 
lanes are clear when fir-
ing the laser,” he said. “We 
don’t want to take out one 
of our own satellites, so it 
will need to be equipped 
with an avoidance detec-
tion system.”

Lastly, Charlton said that 
an electromagnetic rail gun 
will be developed soon, but 
he’s not sure if it will find 
its way onto the NGCV. 
“But it will be on the bat-
tlefield in some shape or 
form.” 

The rail gun will shoot 
small, dense projectiles to 
distances of 30 kilometers 
at several times the speed 
of sound using electromag-
netic pulses, he said. That 
will require some serious 
power, so initially it might 
have to be loaded on a large 
cargo truck.

JOINT 
DEVELOPMENT

Dr. Dale Ormond, princi-

pal deputy of the Research 
Directorate of the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Research and 
Engineering, said his office 
is working to ensure all of 
the laboratories across the 
Department of Defense are 
talking to each other, help-
ing each other and avoiding 
duplication of effort.

The areas he’s particu-
larly excited about are ar-
tificial intelligence paired 
with autonomy. Machines 
programmed for artificial 
learning will be able to col-
laborate much better with 
Soldiers and give com-
manders more options on 
the battlefield, he said.

Other promising areas 
are hypersonic weapons, 
he said, like the rail guns 
and lasers that the Army is 
working on.

He said he also expects 
to see a lot of develop-
ments in the space and cy-
berspace domains, as well 
as being able to operate in 
GPS-denied environments.

Have a Family disaster •
plan and supply kit. 

Build or identify a •
safe room in your 

home. 

Purchase and use a •
NOAA weather radio 

with a tone alert 

feature. This will 

alert you to warnings 

issued by your local 

National Weather 

Service office. 
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Battlefield

Join us for the Opelika-Auburn News Bridal Extravaganza where we have

everything brides need under one roof. Visit with our fabulous vendors to find

whatever suits your style: from classic elegance to the latest trends. We’ll

be able to help you with Hair & Beauty, Fashion & Jewelry, Cakes, Catering &

Venues, Travel & Hotels, and Photography & Entertainment.

You’ll definitely want to be there as we give away thousands

of dollars in prizes throughout the show!

Sponsored By

Amsterdam Café • Uptown Gowns • Memores n Moton • Dllard’s
Jule Collns Museum of Fne Art, Auburn Unversty and Ursula’s Caterng

January 14, 2018
Marriott Auburn Opelika Hotel and Conference Center at Grand National

Tickets available now at oanow.com/weddings and the Opelika-Auburn News office

$10 in advance | $12 at the door

Visit oanow.com/weddings for more information & to buy tickets!

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

ElbaEnterprise

Enterprise’s

2nd Location Now Open!

(7 Days a Week)

6580 Boll Weevil Circle

WithBright Wishes!

126 Hosptal Avenue • Ozark, AL 36360
(334) 774-2601

www.dalemedical.org

MITCHELL
123 Plaza Dr�ve • E�erpr�se, AL

Call 334-347-8906 or v�s�� www.mtchellcdjr.com

C�rysl�r • D�dg� • J��� • Ram

2018 Jeep CheRokee LimitED3

LEASE for $199
per �o�h

39
�o�h

$2,699
due a� s�g�g

2018 DoDe ChALLeNeR SXt2

LEASE for $199
per �o�h

39
�o�h

$2,699
due a� s�g�g

BIGFINISH

2017

2107 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB

LEASE for $279
per �o�h

39
�o�h

$279
due a� s�g�g



As families put the finishing touches on 
their holiday celebrations, Fort Rucker’s 
Center Library is busy gearing up for ex-
citing changes in 2018.

According to Jodi Wilcox, Center Li-
brary reference librarian, patrons can ex-
pect a number of enhancements to their 
reading experience in 2018.

“Currently, we are working on convert-
ing our collection over to a new system for 
circulation,” Wilcox said, looking ahead. 
“This new system will bring a few chang-
es to the way books are checked out. There 
will be a self-check-out kiosk for patrons 
to utilize. 

“Anyone who wants to use the comput-
ers will have to be registered with us in our 
system,” she added. “Patrons can also ex-
pect more programs for adults, single Sol-
diers and families. It is our goal to provide 
the community with meaningful programs 
while providing resiliency.”

Although the library’s winter reading 
program has been canceled, its Maker 
Faire will proceed as scheduled.

“The Maker Faire will showcase several 
spaces for patrons to imagine, design and 
build their ideas in various forms,” Wilcox 
said. “There will be tools for paper or yarn 
crafts. Patrons will also have opportunities 
to use technology to create their ideas with 
a 3D printer, Oculus Rift or audio visual 
tools to make a short animated video. For 
the musically inclined, a keyboard will 
be available that can be used with head-
phones. In addition to all of these, there 
will be equipment where patrons can con-
vert their VHS tapes.

“Patrons will see the Makerspace being 
offered as a monthly program with a dif-
ferent focus each month and a Maker Faire 
will be offered each quarter,” she added. 
“The community has more to look for-
ward to as the Makerspaces will be used 

to host programming for adults and fami-
lies. Some of the Makerspaces are still 
being developed, such as the tool library, 
Raspberry Pi to learn programming, and a 
photography module. In February, we will 
have a bike repair workshop to highlight 
our bike repair tools.”

According to Wilcox, the spaces will 
serve an important role in furthering the 
creative spirit of the Fort Rucker commu-
nity.

“Center Library recognizes the talent 

and creativity of the many people in our 
community and that everyone may not 
have access to the tools and materials 
needed to construct their ideas,” she said. 
“It is important to have multiple spaces for 
the community to come and craft and de-
sign as support for resiliency.

“Our youth should always be encour-
aged to continue their creativity and think 
outside of the box,” she added. “Creative 
thinking can help them in future jobs, proj-
ects or other areas of life.”

Center Library will also continue to host 
diverse and inclusive programs, such as 
the recently-hosted Tal Waggin’ Tutors, as 
offerings continue to develop in 2018.

“The community’s needs are as diverse 
as the people who live here,” Wilcox said. 
“Center Library tries to offer programs 
that are educational, entertaining and 
meaningful. In addition, we try to meet the 
many needs of our youth, Soldiers, fami-
lies, adults, retirees and veterans.”

The library’s hours duing the holiday 
season will be different than normal: now 
through Dec. 22, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Satur-
day, 1-5 p.m.; closed Sunday and Monday; 
Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Dec. 29, 1-5 
p.m.; Dec. 30, 1-5 p.m.; closed Dec. 31-
Jan. 1; Jan. 2, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Normal 
hours will resume Jan. 3. 

For more information, call 255-3885.

With Soldier deployments 
and constant moves, oftentimes 
families can find themselves in a 
single-parent situation, and that’s 
why Fort Rucker strives to ensure 
single parents on post don’t have 
to go it alone.

With the help of the Fort Ruck-
er Community Health Promotions 
Council Social Resiliency Work 
Group initiative, Army Commu-
nity Service hosted its Single-
Parent Family Game Night at the 
post exchange Dec. 14 with the 
help of the Army and Air Force 
Exchange Service, which pro-
vided the venue and food for the 
evening, according to Joy Mc-
Cormick, ACS New Parent Sup-
port Program and Family Advo-
cacy Program social worker.

“It’s so important for parents 
and children to sit down at the 
table to play games with one an-
other because of the interaction 
that happens during that time 
and the fun it creates,” said Mc-
Cormick. “It stimulates the brain 
and growth, so there are a lot of 

things that happen during this 
time together.”

The Single-Parent Family 
Game Night has become a quar-
terly event put on by ACS and is 
now in its second year, with each 
session becoming increasingly 
popular, said the ACS social 
worker.

“Every time we seem to have 
more and more families, and they 
all seem to have a good time,” 
she said. “Our partnership with 
the AAFES and the post ex-
change food court manager al-
ways makes sure we have food, 
and we get to give games away to 
the families – they get to pick a 
game to take home with them.

This is free for them, so it’s 
great.”

Great is just how many of the 
family members described their 
time during the game night and 
said it’s something that they’re 
grateful to be able to take part in.

“It’s awesome,” said Kath-
rin Meadows, military spouse, 
whose Soldier is currently sta-
tioned in South Korea. “We nor-
mally would have dinner and 
watch a movie, so this is a nice 

change. It’s a great surprise and 
it’s very welcoming. All of these 
organizations come together and 
make me feel like they’ve got us 
(taken care of).”

“We like to enjoy quality time 
with them out of the house (with 
the children,” added Marla Ar-
celay, military spouse. “It makes 
me happy because they’re think-
ing about us.”

For Josephine Maltsberger, 
military spouse, the event is the 
second her and her children, Aid-
en and Annalese, have attended, 
and they enjoyed it so much they 
decided to return.

“We came to the first one a few 
months back and we had a really 
good time,” she said, “so we came 
back. It’s nice – there’s food and 
the kids have a good time.”

It’s when families are able to 
come out and enjoy themselves 
that makes all the preparation put 
into the game night worth the ef-
fort, said McCormick.

“This just takes a bit of coor-
dinating, but the most difficult 
part of planning the evening is 
making sure there is no conflict 
with other activities that might be 

going on around post,” she said. 
“But once we get our time and 
date together, we just send out 
the information and get the word 
out. 

“We have a blast doing it – we 

have a lot of fun watching the 
kids play,” McCormick contin-
ued. “I love watching them play 
and watching the parent interac-
tion with the children – it’s just 
so important for them.”
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Community
TEAM EFFORT
Army sniper candidates 
work together to pass 
grueling training

Story on Page C3

“
The community’s 

needs are as diverse as 

the people who live 

here. Center Library 

tries to offer programs 

that are educational, 

entertaining and 

meaningful. In addition, 

we try to meet the 

many needs of our 

youth, Soldiers, families, 

adults, retirees and 

veterans.” 

— JODI WILCOX, 

CENTER LIBRARY 

REFERENCE LIBRARIAN

Marcus Whiting, Livia Johnson, Ella Wilde and Jaden Whiting, all military family members, ex-
periment with their cars and their track as they test the speed from varying heights during the 
library’s Mad Scientist Workshop: Speedometry in June. While the library’s winter reading pro-
gram has been canceled, programs similar to the reading programs will be available through the 
Center Library’s Maker Faire.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

ACS, AAFES partner for Single-Parent Family Game Night

Center Library set to enhance 
people’s reading experience in 2018

Aaliyah Arcelay and A.J. Page, military family members, along with Julius Brown, civilian, play against each other in a game of Operation 
during Single-Parent Family Game Night at the post exchange Dec. 14.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

Kathrin Meadows, military spouse, enjoys a game of Jenga with her son, Mark.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

‘IT 
MAKES 

ME 
HAPPY’
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On Post
YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO FORT RUCKER EVENTS , SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS NOON THURSDAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S EDITION.

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readi-

ness Program hosts orientation sessions 
monthly in the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, in the Army Community 
Service multipurpose room, with the 
next session Jan. 4. People who attend 
will meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 a.m. to 
fill out paperwork before going to the 
multipurpose room. The class will end 
at about 11:30 a.m. The sessions will 
inform people on the essentials of the 
program and provide job search tips, as 
well. Advance registration is required. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Resilience training
Army Community Service will host 

its resilience training Jan. 12 from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 350. Peo-
ple need to register by Friday. Resilience 
training is designed to provide family 
members and civilians with the tools to 
better cope and overcome adversity and 
challenges, as well as perform better in 
stressful situations, according to ACS 
officials. 

For more information to attend a re-
silience training workshop or two-day 
training, or to schedule resilience train-
ing for a family readiness group or staff 
members, call 255-3161 or 255-3735.

Riding trails trip
MWR Central will host a day trip Jan. 

13 to Sunshine Riding Trails, which in-
cludes over 10,000 acres of sand hills 
and preserved forest to explore on horse-
back with Tennessee Walking Horses. 
The cost is $75 per person, and includes 
a two-hour horseback ride and transpor-
tation to Chipley, Florida. A beginners 
course will be offered for people who 
don’t know how to ride horses.  

To register for the trip or get more in-
formation, call 255-2997 or 255-9517.

Winter Craft
The Center Library will host a winter 

craft session for children ages 3-11 Jan. 
16 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Space is limited 
to the first 40 children to register. The 
event will be Exceptional Family Mem-
ber Program friendly and open to autho-
rized patrons. 

For more information or to register, 
stop by the library or call 255-3885.

Thrift Saving Plan 101 Seminar
Army Community Service accred-

ited financial counselors will present a 
Thrift Savings Plan 101 Seminar Jan. 
16 from 6-7 p.m. in Bldg. 5700, the 
Soldier Service Center, Rm. 350. The 
seminar will be a discussion of the sig-
nificant aspects of the TSP, including: 
why people should consider investing 
with the TSP, how to start a contribu-
tion, risk tolerance, traditional and Roth 
accounts, TSP funds and diversification. 
Pre-registration is required by Jan. 15. 
Free child care will be available with 
registration. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-3949 or 255-9631. Registra-
tion can also be completed by visiting 
http://rucker.armymwr.com/us/rucker/
programs/army-community-service.

Crazy 8’s Math Club
Center Library will offer its Crazy 8’s 

Math Club to children in grades kinder-
garten to second for eight consecutive 
Wednesdays beginning Jan. 17 from 
4-4:45 p.m. Participants will  build stuff, 
run and jump, make music, make a mess 
and enjoy math gone wild, according to 
library officials. Space is limited, and 
children must commit to participating in 
all eight sessions – parent participation 
is requested. The club will be Excep-
tional Family Member Program friendly 
and will be open to the public. People 
can register at the library.

For more information, visit the library 
or call 255-3885.

Federal jobs workshop
Army Community Service will host 

its federal job workshop Jan. 17 from 8 
a.m. to noon in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. 
The workshop is aimed at getting people 
the information they need to increase 
their federal employment possibilities. 
Participants will receive a free copy of 
Kathryn Troutman’s “Jobseeker’s Guide 
(7th Edition).” Registration is required 
two days prior to the workshop. Space is 

limited to the first 60 people to register 
and the workshop is open to authorized 
patrons only. 

For more information or to register, 
call 255-2594.

Newcomers welcome
A newcomers welcome is scheduled 

for Jan. 19 from 8:30-11 a.m. at The 
Landing. Active-duty military, spouses, 
foreign students, Army civilians and 
family members are encouraged by post 
officials to attend the newcomers ori-
entation. A free light breakfast and cof-
fee will be served. For free childcare, 
people can register their children at the 
child development center by calling 
255-3564. Reservations must be made 
24 hours prior to the newcomers wel-
come. 

For more information, call 255-3161 
or 255-2887. 

International Spouses Get Together
Army Community Service hosts its 

International Spouses Get Together the 
first Friday of every month at 9 a.m. at 
the Allen Heights Community Center. 
According to ACS officials, the get to-
gether is a place for spouses to find sup-
port, and help with finding resources for 
obtaining U.S. citizenship, education, 
drivers licenses and more.  Multilingual 
volunteers are available. 

For more information, call 255-3735. 

Army Family Team Building app
People can complete Army Family 

Team Building training through AFTB’s 
app. Visit http://www.ftruckermwr.com/
acs/army-family-team-building/ to find 
the direct link to the app. Once com-
plete, people can contact Fort Rucker 
AFTB to receive their certificate. Search 
for AFTB in the app store for Apple de-
vices. For more information, call 255-
9637.

Book club
The Center Library hosts a book club 

for adults the third Tuesday of each 
month from 5-6 p.m. Light refreshments 
will be served. The club is open to au-
thorized patrons. For more information, 
call 255-3885.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for December 21-24

TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
SPOTLIGHT

Thursday, December 21 Friday, December 22 Saturday, December 23 Sunday, December 24

Star Wars: The Last Jedi (PG-13) ..7 p.m.Star Wars: The Last Jedi (PG-13) ..7 p.m. Thank You For Your Service (R) .....4 p.m.
Jigsaw (R) ......................................7 p.m.

The Star (PG) ..................................1 p.m.
A Bad Mom Christmas (R) ..............4 p.m.

Rucker Lanes will host its Wild West Countdown New Year’s Eve Party Dec. 31. Reservations are required. Cost will be $35 per person or $50 per 
couple, and will include a meal, unlimited bowling, shoe rental, party favors and a beverage to ring in the New Year. Two sessions will be available 
to choose from: 6-9 p.m. or 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. The event will be open to the public. No open bowling will be available during these times. For more 
information or to make a reservation, call 255-9503.

FILE PHOTO

Bowling New Year’s Eve



(Editor’s Note: This is part three of a 
four-part series on the U.S. Army Snip-
er School at Fort Benning, Georgia. 
For previous installments in this series, 
please see the links at the end of the ar-
ticle.) 

FORT BENNING, Ga. — For candi-
dates at the U.S. Army Sniper School at 
Fort Benning, Georgia, their first three 
weeks at the school tested their physi-
cal limits as they crawled through mud 
trenches in ghillie suits and patiently 
crouching in marshy, bug-infested ter-
rain for hours, practicing target detection 
and reconnaissance. 

By Week 4, the remaining students had 
surmounted the most physically difficult 
portion of the school, but the course’s 
mental trials were just beginning. 

WEEK 4
In Week 4, students were taken to 

a range and practiced firing the M110 
Semi-Automatic Sniper System through-
out the day. In the evening, they practiced 
night fire. This training enabled students 
to use their rifle scope in limited-visibil-
ity scenarios.

Most nights, students fired about 60-80 
rounds. The targets were a little bit clos-
er, between 300 meters and 600 meters. 
Old ammunition cans were hung on the 
back of the targets filled with charcoal, 
simulating human body heat, so that 
when they were hit, targets would heat 
up and be easier to see in a student’s ther-
mal sights. This went on for the first four 
days of the week.

Later in the week, students practiced 
to qualify in night unknown distance 
fire. Friday was unknown distance record 
fire.

The students were later called up to the 
line in sniper shooter/spotter teams. Two 
groups of instructors graded the hits/
misses. The students were given a set of 
five targets and a time limit. They had to 
locate, determine the range and engage 
their set of five targets in seven minutes 
or less. They had two rounds per target to 
score points. A first-round hit was worth 
10 points and a second-round hit worth 
five points.

If the student hit the target with the 
first round, he could move on to the next 
target. Once the first student engaged all 
of his targets or his time had expired, the 
sniper team moved to the next group of 
instructors and switched positions. The 
team had to score a collective 70 points 
to pass this record fire.

This was nerve-racking for some stu-
dents who couldn’t make quick shot cor-
rections. If one team member was not on 
his game, then both students could fail 
this event and be disqualified.

Three students failed record fire and 
were sent home.

WEEK 5
Week 5 was devoted to training stu-

dents in unknown-distance firing and 
moving targets. At the range, students 
learned that most targets are not station-
ary, and they learned how to lead a mov-
ing target.

Students meticulously calculated dis-
tance range, and learned how to engage 
moving targets using different techniques 
from 300 to 600 meters. Targets moved 
at a slow walking pace, and were 10 
inches wide to simulate a Soldier walk-
ing on patrol.

“In an operational environment, most 
targets will never be stationary for an 
extended period,” said Staff Sgt. Brian 
Moran, one of the 11 instructors at the 
school. “Students must learn how to 
properly lead their target so the round 
will impact a given position when the 
target will be there.”

In this training, some of the students 

were stationed behind large concrete 
berms. They held 10-foot tall sticks with 
targets at the top. The students in the 
pits walked the targets back and forth as 
other students on the line fired. A sniper 
instructor in the pits called cadence to 
keep students with the targets walking at 
the same pace.

After about two hours the students 
switched positions so that everyone 
could fire. After dinner, they waited for 
night and went back out on the range. 
During the night, students placed chemi-
cal lights on the targets so they could see 
better, firing from 300-600 yards.

Two students failed record fire.

TEAMWORK: SHOOTERS/
SPOTTERS

During Weeks 3-5, students train to-
gether in teams of two, alternating as 
spotter and shooter. The spotter does 
most of the calculations, judges the wind 

and provides the necessary data to ensure 
the shooter hits the target, Moran said.

“Shooters and spotters are trained to 
work in tandem, in two-man teams, to 
take out enemy targets with one accurate 
shot,” he said.

Moran said the spotter uses a hand-held 
ballistic computer called an Advanced 
Ballistic Calculator and a book that con-
tains data of previous engagements.

The distance of each target requires an 
elevation dialed onto the scope. The ABC 
takes in the muzzle velocity, atmospheric 
conditions, and the caliber of the weapon 
to provide the elevation. The data is re-
corded in the data book.

A spotter carefully uses a high-pow-
ered optic to read the wind’s speed and 
direction. Always vigilant, the spotter 
also protects the shooter with his M4 ri-
fle. To graduate, students need to be pro-
ficient both as a sniper and as a spotter, 
and have to pass as a team.
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A TEAM EFFORT
By Don Wagner
Army News Service

Green Berets assigned to the Special Forces Advanced Skills Company Sniper Detachment, 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne) make elevation adjustments 
to engage their target during an urban stress shoot on Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., June 29. 

PHOTOS BY SGT. BRANDON WALSH

Army sniper candidates work together to pass grueling training

Green Berets prepare to engage their target at the beginning of an urban stress shoot on Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord June 29.
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Spec. Adrian Leatherman, a sniper team leader 
with 1-23rd Inf. Regt., waits to proceed through a 
stalking lane during the International Sniper Com-
petition at Fort Benning, Ga. in October. 
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Except as noted, all 
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Headquarters Chapel, 
Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional 
Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, 
Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic 
Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective 
Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic 
Confessions 
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Saturday)
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Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant 
Sunday School
10:45 a.m. 
Latter-Day Saints
10:45 a.m. 
Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar Study 
(4th Sunday)
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Pensacola, Florida, hosts its Won-
derland of Lights through Dec. 30 
starting at 6 p.m. each day at the Pen-
sacola Interstate Fairgrounds. The 
Christmas season springs to life with 
dazzling displays of electric cheer, 
according to organizers. This holiday 
tradition offers dazzling displays of 

holiday scenes – these illuminated 
spectacles are easily visible during 
drive-through car tours, but at Santa’s 
Village, even more holiday wonder 
awaits, such as Santa’s House, pony 
and camel rides and a holiday mar-
ket. Admission is $20 per vehicle, 
$35 per mini-van or limousine and 
$75 per motor coach.

For more information, visit https://
www.thewonderlandoflights.com/.

Army Flier
Staff Reports

Pensacola hosts 
Wonderland of Lights
now through Dec. 30 

ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 
has regular meetings the second Monday of the 
month, starting at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. 
For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 hosts a 
dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings 
are at the post headquarters on State Road 84 every 
third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is 
served Sundays, and games and TVs are available for 
entertainment. Meetings are open to all. The post can 
host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells.  For 
more information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-6211 
or 379-9187. 

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of Commerce 
meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon 
at the Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville 
Cultural and Convention Center. For more information, 
call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

ONGOING – Disabled American Veterans Chapter 
87 meets the third Thursday of each month at 6 p.m. at 
the Doug Tew Recreation Center. For more information, 
call 334-86-0217 Ext. 122 or email davchapter87@
gmail.com. The chapter maintains office hours at 545 
West Main St. (Mixon Business Center, Rm. 122), 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. to assist, free of charge, disabled veterans 
and their spouses with disability compensation claims 
and other benefits.

ONGOING – The American Legion Post 12 holds 
monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are held at the post’s 
facility at 3087 Hwy. 605, which is Brannon Stand 
Road at the intersection of Park Avenue. For more 
information, call 400-5356.

ONGOING – Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3073 
Wiregrass Post membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. 
Breakfast is served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post 

can host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells. 
 

ENTERPRISE

ONGOING – The American Legion Post 73 meets at 
the American Legion building at 200 Gibson Street on 
the fourth Saturday of each month beginning at 9 a.m. 
The building is across the street from the Lee Street 
Baptist Church. For more information call 447-8507.

ONGOING – Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6683, 
John Wiley Brock Post monthly membership meetings 
for the VFW Post 6683 and Auxiliary are on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the post headquarters 
building located at 2615 Coffee County Road 537. The 
post mailing address is P.O. Box 311752 Enterprise, 
AL 36330. For more information, call 334-464-1171 
or the auxiliary at 334-464-2222. The post also has a 
Facebook site at vfw post 6683. 

ONGOING – Military Order of Purple Heart 
meetings are the third Tuesday of each month at 5:30 
p.m. at American Legion Hall on East Lee Street. For 
more information, call 334-347-2727 or 334-447-
6954.

GENEVA

ONGOING —  The Geneva County Relay for Life 
meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the 
Citizens Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING —  Residents are invited to town hall 
meetings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 
p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING – Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 
a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 
a service office in the New Brockton Town Hall (old 
armory building) at 706 McKinnon Street. The office 
will assist veterans who were injured or disabled while 
in military service. DAV service officers help veterans 
and their spouses with disability compensation claims, 
Veterans Affairs pensions, death benefits, VA medical 
care, Social Security disability benefits, veterans 
job programs, homeless veterans services and other 
veteran services. All veteran services are provided free 
of charge. For more information, call 334-406-6700.  

ONGOING — Adult education classes are offered 
in Rm. 12 at New Brockton High School, 210 South 

Tyler St., Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All 
classes are free for individuals 16 years old or older 
who are not enrolled in public school. Individuals must 
take an assessment test prior to attending class. Call 
894-2350 for more information.

OZARK

ONGOING – The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly 
meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 
p.m. at the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more 
information, call 477-6221 or email wcholmes53@
hotmail.com.

ONGOING — Every Wednesday, the Ozark-Dale 
County Public Library hosts free Wii Zumba from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Teens and adults are invited. For more 
information, call 774-5480.

ONGOING — Every Monday through Friday, 
aerobic classes are open to the public at the Autrey 
Recreation Center from 8-10 a.m. Call 774-2042 for 
more information.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to the Cross 
Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the 
Pinckard United Methodist Church. For more 
information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City Council meets 
monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Samson Community Center. 

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 meets 
monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust Company 
sponsors senior dance nights every Saturday night 
from 7-10 p.m. at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall and features 
music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and 
refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

ONGOING – A German coffee takes place the last 
Thursday of every month except November at 10 a.m. 
at The Landing on Fort Rucker. The group has been 
meeting for more than 40 years.

Wiregrass community calendar

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs
First City Lights Festival

Downtown Pensacola is lit up with half 
a million white lights for the holiday sea-
son from Garden to Main Street on Pala-
fox, and there’s a 30-foot tree added at 
end of Palafox Pier this year through Jan. 
28.

For more information, call 850-434-
5371.

Pensacola New Year’s Eve fireworks
The Pensacola, Florida, beach skies 

will light up Dec. 31 with a free New 
Year’s Eve fireworks display at 8 p.m. 
overlooking the Santa Rosa Sound from 
the Pensacola Beach Boardwalk. 

Pensacola Symphony Orchestra New 
Year’s celebration

The Pensacola Symphony Orchestra 
will host its New Year’s celebration Dec. 
31 from 7-9 p.m. at the Saenger Theatre, 
118 South Palafax Place, Pensacola, Flor-
ida. The concert will be a swing, soul and 
blues-inspired performance celebrating 
the music of Ella Fitzgerald, Ray Charles 
and other timeless vocalists to kick off the 
new year, according to organizers. Ticket 
prices range from $23-$99.

People can purchase tickets online by 
visiting www.ticketmaster.com, calling 
800-745-3000, or going to the Saenger 
Theatre Box Office at 22 East Intendencia 

Street, Pensacola, Mondays-Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For more information, visit http://www.
pensacolasymphony.com/.

 
Polar Bear Plunge

Pensacola, Florida, will host its an-
nual Polar Bear Plunge Jan. 1 at 2 p.m. 
at the Paradise Bar & Grill. Hundreds of 
dippers and spectators – many dressed 
in costume – are expected to flock to the 
beach to participate in this long-estab-
lished tradition, according to organizers. 
Registration begins at noon and the fee 
is $15 per person. Cub Club participants 
– those in fifth-grade or younger – can 
register for $5. Participants will receive 
a Polar Bear Plunge T-shirt. All proceeds 
go to the Pensacola Beach Chamber of 
Commerce.

Beach Ball Drop
Panama City Beach, Florida, will host 

its New Year’s Eve Beach Ball Drop Dec. 
31 from 5:30 p.m. to midnight Pier Park. 
A family-friendly countdown will take 
place at 8 p.m. that will culminate with 
fireworks, live music and 10,000 beach 
balls being dropped over the crowd. As 
the seconds tick down to midnight, thou-
sands will watch the Celebration Tower 
as a glowing beach ball descends to sig-
nify the start of a new year and kicks off 
a second round of fireworks, according to 
organizers.

For more information, visit https://

www.visitpanamacitybeach.com/events/
new-years-eve-beach-ball-drop/.

‘A Christmas Carol’ 
The Alabama Shakespeare Festival 

puts on its production of “A Christmas 
Carol” by Charles Dickens at various 
times through Dec. 24. Tickets may be 
purchased at http://tickets.asf.net/single/
PSDetail.aspx?psn=11828.

For more information, call 334-271-
5353 or visit asf.net/project/the-christ-
mas-carol/.

Zoo Christmas lights festival
The Montgomery Zoo transforms into 

a winter wonderland sparkling with thou-
sands of lights and festive decorations 
during its annual Christmas lights festival 
now through Dec. 31, according to zoo 
officials. People will be able to take a lei-
surely stroll, a brisk train ride or see the 
lights from atop the Zoofari Skylift Ride. 
There will also be a visit by Santa, live 
nightly entertainment, hot chocolate and 
fresh-baked cookies. Regular night time 
admission is $15 for ages 3 and older. 
Ticket includes entry and one train ride.

For more information, call 334-240-
4900 or visit http://montgomeryzoo.com/
announcements/christmas-lights-festival-
week-1.

Mobile Delta: Glass & Light
The Mobile Museum of Art is hosting 

the exhibit, “The Mobile Delta: Glass & 

Light” through March 11. Rene Culler’s 
site-specific work is a mural in glass 
that celebrates the species-rich delta and 
its atmospheric qualities. The delta is a 
changeling environment that is constant-
ly shaped and molded by the weather and 
waterways, according to museum offi-
cials. As the grasses, almost transparent, 
catch the light, Culler’s drawings and 
painting in glass suggest the landscape 
that southern Alabama holds so dear. The 
composition is a wall of natural light uti-
lized as a glass canvas for drawing, paint-
ing and printing with vitreous enamels. 
The museum is located at 4850 Museum 
Drive in Mobile. Admissions is $12 for 
adults, $10 for seniors, $8 for military 
members and students, and children un-
der 6 are admitted for free.

For more information, visit http://www.
mobilemuseumofart.com/.

Jacksonian Guard Colors Ceremony
People are welcome to celebrate Flor-

ida becoming a U.S. territory in Pensa-
cola, where the original ceremony took 
place on July 17, 1821. The Jacksonian 
Guard is a Pensacola re-enactment group 
of Jacksonian era and Spanish soldiers, 
fifers and drummers who perform a col-
ors ceremony the third Saturday of each 
month at noon in Plaza Ferdinand on 
Palafox Street downtown. 

For more information, visit https://
downtownpensacola.com/businesses/
jacksonian-guard.



(Editor’s Note: This is the final install-
ment of a four-part series on the U.S. Army 
Sniper School at Fort Benning, Georgia. 
For previous articles in the series, please 
see the links below.)

FORT BENNING, Ga. – At first glance, 
the U.S. Army Sniper School may seem 
like a reality TV elimination show akin 
to “Survivor.” Of the 46 candidates who 
entered the course in August, only four re-
mained by the end of Week 5. 

For the remaining students, though, 
there were no comforts in the form of tele-
vision producers or catering tents during 
the course. And the sniper candidates still 
had to face their most daunting challenge 
– a culminating exercise that would test all 
of the skills they had learned over the past 
six weeks. 

WEEK 6
In Week 6, students were taught to en-

gage targets from less-stable platforms or 
positions, since the majority of engage-
ments they will encounter as snipers will 
not occur while in prone position.

“Snipers rarely can engage targets from 
a prone supported position in combat situ-
ations,” said Sgt. 1st Class Eric Doolittle, 
sniper school operations noncommissioned 
officer. He added that snipers must use al-
ternate positions and must utilize whatever 
is around them to create the most stable po-
sition possible.

Among other weapons, students shot the 
M2010 Winchester Magnum rifle on rang-
es up to 1,300 meters. They also shot the 
M9 pistol and the M107 .50-caliber sniper 
rifle.

WEEK 7
In the final week of school, also known as 

the “employment phase,” students planned 
and executed their mission after receiving 
an operations order. The first day covered 
urban infiltration and hide setup. Candi-
dates observed battlefield information and 
countered sniper operations.

Students then moved into the woods to 
build a “subsurface hide,” digging holes in 
the ground and meticulously camouflaging 
them.

To complete the culmination exercise, 
students marched to specified areas and 
were tested on skills that included stalk-
ing, target detection, range estimation and 
shooting.

On the last day of the course, students 
were given a time-limited road march to 
the range to conduct a “final shot,” since 
snipers must be able to move quickly, carry 
a rucksack of equipment, and be physically 
able to perform their missions after extend-
ed marching. 

To conduct the final shot, students were 
given two rounds and one target. Once they 
located the target, they calculated and de-
termined the range to it and engaged the 
target. A first-round hit was worth 100 
points, a second-round hit 50 points, and a 
miss, zero. These scores went to determine 
the honor graduate and “top gun” points 
for graduation.

GRADUATION DAY
On Sept. 22, out of the 46 sniper candi-

dates who began the course at Fort Ben-
ning, only four remained to graduate.

Sgt. Stephen Ray, Sgt. Dale Taylor, Spc. 
Charles Gifford, and Sgt. Nathan Vencil sat 
together. The four Soldiers were now qual-
ified as both Army snipers and spotters.

Ray graduated No. 1, or Top Gun in the 
class. An Oklahoma native, Ray is from the 
1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 1st Ar-
mored Division at Fort Bliss, Texas. Dur-
ing the training, Ray said that it was always 
in the back of his mind that he would make 

it to the next phase of training.
He said that after he was given notice 

that he would be attending school, his pla-
toon’s leadership went out of their way to 
ensure he had several chances to develop 
his shooting skills. This helped set him up 
for success in being able to pass the first 
challenge at sniper school, he said.

He mentioned his biggest challenge dur-
ing the course was stalking. He overcame 
the difficulties by learning from his mis-
takes and by applying what he had been 
taught.

“The training in sniper school is hands 
down the best I’ve received in the Army,” 
Ray said. “All of the instructors are driven 
to train you to be the best sniper you can 
be. They want you to succeed and will do 
everything they can to help you do so while 
simultaneously maintaining the highest of 
standards. Instructors will spend as much 
time as needed to help ensure we grasp the 
concepts being taught.”

Ray said the best advice he can give Sol-
diers interested in being a sniper is to excel 
at their current job.

“Someone aspiring to be a sniper needs 
to stand out among his peers,” Ray said. 
“A Soldier needs to excel at his job and put 
himself in a position that will allow him to 
pursue the chance to go to sniper school.”

When Ray returns to his unit, he plans to 
teach his Soldiers what he has learned.

“I will do everything I can to prepare 
my Soldiers who wish to attend sniper 
school,” Ray said. “If a Soldier has been 
appropriately trained on the tasks he will 
face at school, it will significantly increase 
his chances to pass sniper school success-
fully.”

Gifford, 28, from Sequin, Texas, be-
lieves being an Army sniper is the epitome 
of being a Soldier. He said he wanted to be 
a sniper since “playing army” as a kid, and 
said he knew within the first week of sniper 
school that he would graduate.

During the training, he said the only time 
that he was in doubt of passing was dur-
ing the rapid fire exercise during Hurricane 
Irma.

“You have to adapt to the weather behind 
the gun,” Gifford said.

He credits his previous unit for training 
him until he was ready. His goal now is 
to take the knowledge he has back to his 
unit.

“Don’t come here unless you are pre-
pared,” Gifford said.

South Chicago native Taylor said that he 

felt accomplished and relieved to gradu-
ate. He said the stalking exercises were the 
hardest because of the heat and humidity. 
He advised that that the secret to passing is 
not getting frustrated.

Soldiers who are interested in attending 
sniper school need to be resilient, Taylor 
continued. He said he prepared at his unit 
by taking every free day to train. He waited 
six years for his sniper school application 
to be approved.

“This class was unusual,” said Staff Sgt. 
Brian Moran, one of the 11 instructors at 
the school. “Normally, 48 to 52 percent of 
the students graduate.”

Last fiscal year, 310 students attended 
sniper school and 140 graduated.

“About 90 percent of the time, it’s men-

tal fortitude that determines whether a stu-
dent will fail or succeed,” Moran added.

Even though only four of 46 graduated 
this class, Moran said he’s still happy that 
a new group of excellent snipers can go 
back to their units and hopefully change 
the prevailing thoughts about snipers by 
being proactive, seeking opportunities to 
train, and continuing to better themselves 
in their craft.

He added that Soldiers interested in be-
ing a sniper should know that the job is 95 
percent observing and reporting, with 5 
percent shooting.

“It’s not the movies, you don’t shoot 
people daily, and there are no pats on the 
back for doing a good job,” said another 
instructor.
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COME PREPARED
By Don Wagner
Army News Service

Sgt. Ian Rivera-Aponte, a U.S. Army Reserve sniper and infantryman with the 100th Infantry Battalion, Honolulu, Hawaii, poses for a promotional photo shoot for Army 
Reserve recruiting at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., July 26. 

PHOTOS BY MASTER SGT. MICHEL SAURET

U.S. Army Sniper School sets high bar for candidates

Sgt. Ian Rivera-Aponte, a U.S. Army Reserve sniper and infantryman with the 100th Infantry Battalion, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, clears a room during a staged promotional photo shoot for Army Reserve recruiting at 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., July 25-27.
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With 2018 just around the cor-
ner, the Fort Rucker Bowling 
Center is ready to help people 
ring in the New Year with a strik-
ing celebration.

Unlimited bowling, a three-
course meal and a party to re-
member are just some things peo-
ple can expect at Rucker Lanes 
New Year’s Eve celebration Dec. 
31, according to Andrea Lopez, 
Rucker Lanes operations assis-
tant.

The Wild West-themed celebra-
tion will be held during two ses-
sions: 6-9 p.m. and 10 p.m. to 1 
a.m. Both sessions will include 
a meal with a choice of chicken 
or steak, a starch, vegetable, side 
salad and dessert. The meal will 
also come with a choice of water 
or tea, but additional beverages 
are available at cost.

The cost is $35 per person or 
$50 per couple, and not only in-
cludes a full meal, but also un-
limited bowling with shoe rental, 
party favors for those who attend 
and a party people won’t soon for-
get, Lopez said. 

“We like to do this for families 
and we see a lot of our regular 
families out here, so it’s for (bowl-
ers) of all ages,” said Lopez, add-
ing that, generally, the early ses-
sion is for families with younger 
children with the second session 
usually caters to an older crowd.

Reservations are required if 
people want to enjoy the full ex-
tent of the celebration, and space 
is limited, so people should call 

early, said the operations assis-
tant.

To make a reservation, call 
255-9503.

Lopez said the full-course meal 
is something Rucker Lanes started 
about five years ago to give peo-
ple on the installation something 
different when it came to ringing 
in the New Year.

“We wanted to offer a sit-down, 

enjoyable dinner for everybody 
who wanted to come out and ring 
in the New Year with us,” she said. 
“It’s gone over very well … and 
people really enjoy the setting.

“This year’s theme is the Wild 
West, so we would love for people 
to come dressed according to the 
theme,” Lopez continued. “We’ve 
got staff who are interested in the 
look, so they’ll be dressed in their 

costumes, but otherwise people 
only need to bring themselves and 
a smile.”

Although reservations are re-
quired for the full experience of 
the night, Lopez said people are 
still welcome to come join the 
festivities at the bowling center 
for the evening and, if they are 
able, they’ll be more than happy 
to cater to them.

“It’s a really fun night and we 
just try to enjoy the evening ring-
ing in the New Year,” she said. 
“The staff will come out (right 
before the countdown) and we 
stop everything at the last minute 
when the ball is dropping, and 
we’ll just have a fun environment 
where anybody can come out and 
enjoy a special evening, so we 
welcome all.”

LAKE PLACID, N.Y. — Sgt. Tay-
lor Morris could barely hide his emo-
tions as he walked through the stands 
of the Lake Placid Olympic Center 
Friday after learning he had finally 
become an Olympian, a goal he had 
been working toward for 16 years. 

During the luge World Cup com-
petition here, Morris and two of 
his Army teammates – Sgt. Emily 
Sweeney and Sgt. Matt Mortensen 
– qualified for the Olympic Winter 
Games that begin Feb. 9 in Pyeo-
ngChang, South Korea.

For Morris, a weight had finally 
been lifted off his shoulders after 
narrowly missing qualification for 
the 2014 U.S. Luge Olympic Team. 
This weekend Morris finished fifth, 
claiming the final spot in the men’s 
singles competition, posting times of 
51.046 and 51.183 to secure his first 
Olympics with a combined time of 
1:42.229.

After receiving congratulatory 
hugs from family and friends, Mor-
ris, still in his leotard, then found his 
wife, Megan, standing in the track 
exit, and the couple wrapped arms 
for two minutes. After the sprint race 
competition Saturday, Morris cur-
rently ranks 15th in the Viessmann 
Luge World Cup standings. 

“We always believed in him,” Me-
gan Morris said. “There was never a 
second that we did not think he was 
capable.”

“It’s the biggest amount of redemp-
tion that you really could ever feel 
when you train for so long,” Taylor 
said. “This is 16 years for me now, 
it means the world to have my fam-
ily here -- to have my home crowd 
cheering me on and wishing me the 
best.”

Morris and his fellow Army World 
Class Athlete Program competitors 
braved the subzero temperatures and 
arctic wind chills to compete for their 
chance to represent the United States 
on the Olympic stage. 

SWEENEY
Joining Morris in PyeongChang 

will be WCAP’s Sweeney, who 
qualified for her first Olympics in 
women’s singles before even making 
her first run in the World Cup com-
petition Friday. Sweeney’s teammate, 
Raychel Germaine, failed to place in 
the top five during the Nation’s Cup 
Competition Thursday, leaving a slot 
open for Sweeney. 

Sweeney’s sister Megan, along 
with her parents, friends and family 
sat in the stands during the competi-
tion this week. 

Emily missed qualifying for the 
Olympics in 2010 and 2014 when her 
sister Megan qualified. This week, the 
sergeant learned she made the squad 
after receiving a text message from 
her mother. 

“I’m so fortunate to have all these 
people,” Sweeney said. “And I’m so 
lucky. I really don’t know what I did 
to deserve all this. They’re amazing. 
And to have this experience with 
them … I know they fully support me 
no matter what I do.” 

After winning sprint race gold dur-
ing the World Cup in Winterberg, 
Germany in November, Sweeney 
did not make the cut for the sprints 
at Lake Placid, after committing a 

crucial error on her first run. Still, the 
setback did not dampen the 24-year-
old’s spirits. 

“She’s a tough athlete,” said Gordy 
Sheer, USA Luge director of market-
ing and promotion. “She’s rebounded 
really nicely and she’s stronger and 
faster than she’s ever been.”

MORTENSEN AND HYRNS
Mortensen, competing with luge 

partner Jayson Terdiman, will make 
his third Winter Olympics appearance 
after qualifying for PyeongChang in 
men’s doubles. 

“Matt is a really hard-working 
guy – a great guy,” Sheer said. “The 
kind of guy you want to succeed. He 
does all the right things and is very 
focused.”

Finally, Sgt. Jake Hyrns, compet-
ing in men’s doubles with partner 
Anthony Espinoza, posted a person-
al-best time during their first run, but 
finished eighth, missing a spot on the 
Olympic team. Hyrns, a staff sergeant 
in the National Guard, will serve as 
an alternate for PyeongChang. 

REACHING GOALS
Nestled amid tall pine on Lake 

Placid’s Mount Van Hoevenberg, the 
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Staff Sgt. Matt Mortensen takes off from the starting line during a practice run at the 
2017 World Cup competition at Lake Placid, N.Y.
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SILVER SPRING, Md. — Three Phase 1 human 
clinical trials evaluating an Army-developed Zika 
purified inactivated virus vaccine, known as a ZPIV, 
have shown it was safe and well-tolerated in healthy 
adults and induced a robust immune response. Initial 
findings from the trials were published earlier this 
week in the medical journal “The Lancet.”

Each of the three studies included in the paper 
was designed to address a unique question about 
background immunity, vaccine dose or vaccination 
schedule. A fourth trial with ZPIV is still under way 
in Puerto Rico, where the population has natural ex-
posure to other viruses in the same family as Zika 
(flaviviruses) such as dengue.

“It is imperative to develop a vaccine that prevents 
severe birth defects and other neurologic complica-
tions in babies caused by Zika virus infection during 
pregnancy,” said Dr. Kayvon Modjarrad, WRAIR’s 
Director for Emerging Infectious Diseases, the Zika 
program co-lead and the article’s lead author. “These 
results give us hope that a safe and effective vaccine 
will be achievable.”

Across the three trials, a total of 67 healthy adult 
volunteers (55 vaccine, 12 placebo) received two vac-
cine injections, four weeks apart. Researchers mea-
sured the immune response by monitoring levels of 
Zika virus-neutralizing antibodies in the blood. More 
than 90 percent of volunteers who received the vac-
cine developed an immune response against Zika.

“Not only is the development of a Zika vaccine a 
global public health priority, but it is also necessary 

Vaccine induces 
strong immune 
response in 
early trials
By Walter Reed Army Institute of Research
Press Release

DREAMS REALIZED
By Joe Lacdan
Army News Service

SEE VACCINE, PAGE D3

3 Soldiers qualify for Olympics in luge

Landon Elmore, military family member, bowls with his family at Rucker Lanes Tuesday.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

WILD WEST
Rucker Lanes offers up striking New Year’s celebration

A team of U.S. Army researchers at the Walter Reed Army 
Institute of Research has developed a Zika vaccine that has 
induced a strong immune response in early trials. 

PHOTO BY JONATHAN THOMPSON

SEE OLYMPICS, PAGE D3
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weather conditions presented a unique challenge for the 
luge competitors this weekend. On Lake Placid’s slick and 
fast 3,707-foot course, the 26-year-old Morris finally found 
his footing. Morris’ combined finishing time marked a ca-
reer best. 

“Taylor is certainly one of (our best) if not our best slider 
in terms of sheer ability to drive a sled down the hill,” Sheer 
said. “He’s blindingly fast. He suffered some heartache in 
the 2014 games, narrowly missed qualifying for the team, 
but he’s hungry.”

Morris, who began training in luge at age 10, missed the 
cut for the 2014 games by four-tenths of a second. Morris 
previously finished fifth at the World Championship spring 
race in Austria. He bounced back from finishing 20th dur-
ing the World Cup qualifier in Calgary last week and 31st 
in the men’s singles competition at Altenburg, Germany. 

“This was the biggest dream in his life,” said his wife 
Megan. “I can’t even imagine how amazing this moment is 
for him. He has put in more hard work and more sacrifice 
than anybody else I’ve ever known and he finally was able 
to achieve his dream. This is the biggest moment for him.”

WCAP
The World Class athlete Program, which provides Sol-

diers with the opportunity to train and earn places on Olym-
pic and world championship teams, has been a welcome 
support system, said USA Luge’s Sheer.

“The WCAP program has been huge for our athletes, it’s 
really allowed them to serve and at the same time train and 
frankly make a living in a way that they haven’t been able 
to do in the past,” Sheer said. “It really allows them to think 
about luge as a career as opposed to something that they 
have to struggle to do. From my perspective as a USA Luge 
official, we’re very proud and it’s a point of honor to have 

athletes serving.
“Our WCAP athletes are not only obviously great ath-

letes competing among the world’s best, but they’re also 
really great role model and they really do represent the best 
that our country has to offer,” Sheer added.

While Mortensen and Terdiman posted a course-best 
time of 43.641 during their men’s doubles race Dec. 15, 
German duo Sascha Benecken and Toni Eggert eventually 
broke the mark and won the gold in that event.

“The interesting thing about the sport today is you’re 
seeing athletes stronger and faster,” said Sheer, who won 
a silver medal in men’s doubles at the 1998 Winter Games 
in Nagano, Japan. “You’re also seeing a huge push in terms 
of technology and really trying to get the most out of the 
sleds. I think we’re probably more technically engaged 
than we’ve ever been and it’s by necessity; our competi-
tion’s very fast and we’re doing all we can to keep up with 
them – and beat them.”

to protect Service Members and their fami-
lies,” said Col. Nelson Michael, director of 
WRAIR’s Military HIV Research Program 
and Zika program co-lead.

The ZPIV vaccine candidate was devel-
oped as part of the U.S. Department of De-
fense response to the 2015 outbreak of Zika 
virus in the Americas. WRAIR researchers 
conceived the ZPIV vaccine in February 
2016 and were able to advance the candi-
date to a Phase 1 human trial by November 

of the same year.
“WRAIR has previously steered to li-

censure a similar vaccine for Japanese en-
cephalitis, a flavivirus in the same family as 
Zika, which helped speed our vaccine de-
velopment effort,” said Dr. Leyi Lin, who 
led one of the trials at WRAIR.

In the volunteers who received the vac-
cine, neutralizing antibody levels peaked 
two weeks after they completed the 2-dose 
vaccine series, and exceeded the threshold 
established in an earlier study needed to pro-
tect monkeys against a Zika virus challenge 

(Science. 2016 Sep 9; 353(6304):1129-32). 
Researchers also found that antibodies from 
vaccinated volunteers protected mice from 
a Zika virus challenge, providing insight 
into how this vaccine might prevent Zika 
infection.

Next steps include evaluating how long 
vaccine-induced immunity lasts, and the 
impact of dose, schedule and background 
immunity. Michael added that “Army re-
searchers are part of integrated, strategic 
US Government effort to develop a vaccine 
to protect against Zika.”

The ZPIV program is led by Col. Michael 
and Dr. Modjarrad. The principal investiga-
tors at each of the study sites were Dr. Leyi 
Lin at WRAIR, Dr. Sarah L. George at SLU 
and Dr. Kathryn E. Stephenson at BIDMC. 
The sponsor of the investigational new drug 
application for two of the studies (WRAIR 
and SLU) is the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases Division of 
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, part 
of the National Institutes of Health. The 
BIDMC study is investigator-sponsored by 
Dr. Kathryn Stephenson.
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Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Track and field closure

The football field and quarter-mile track behind the Fort 
Rucker Physical Fitness Center are closed while the foot-
ball field’s lights are replaced. The area will be off limits 
until Jan. 9.

T-ball, baseball, softball registration
Registration for youth T-ball, baseball and softball will 

run from Jan. 1-Feb. 23 at Fort Rucker Parent Central 
Services, located in Bldg. 5700, Soldier Service Center, 
Rm. 193 or online using WebTrac. A current sports physi-
cal and a valid child and youth services registration are 
required for participation. There will be a parents meeting 
Feb. 28 at 6 p.m. in the youth center, Bldg. 2800, on Sev-
enth Avenue. 

For more information, including the various age groups 
and costs, call 255-9638 or 255-2254.

Deer season
The Fort Rucker 2017-2018 Deer Season has begun. Ar-

chery season continues through Feb. 10. Gun season contin-
ues through Feb. 10. Antlered bucks only, with three points 
or better on one side for both archery and gun deer season. 

For more information, call 255-4305.

Fort Rucker Big Buck Contest
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation hosts its Big Buck Con-

test through Feb. 10 during daylight hours. The entry fee is 
$25 per person and the contest is open to the public. Par-
ticipants must be registered before harvesting their buck and 
the buck must be harvested on Fort Rucker to qualify. Fort 
Rucker requires that individuals ages 16 and older have an 
Alabama State Hunting License, a Fort Rucker Post Hunt-
ing Permit and a hunter education card. 

For more information and to register, call 255-4305.

Youth soccer registration
Youth spring soccer registration runs today through 

Jan. 19. All interested participants must have a current 
sports physical, and a valid child and youth services 
registration. Children must meet the age requirements 
by July 31, 2017. Cost is $25 for youth ages 3-4 years 
and $45 for youth ages 5-14. Additional children will 
receive a percentage discount to be determined at par-
ent central services during registration. Parents who 
used Webtrac to register their children need to call 255-
22548 to let the staff know what size shirt and shorts to 
order. Practices will begin around Jan. 29 and the sea-
son will begin Feb. 20. There will be a parents meeting 
Jan. 24 at 6 p.m. in Bldg. 2800, the youth center, located 
on Seventh Avenue. To register, visit parent central ser-
vices or use Webtrac. 

For more information, call 255-9638 or 255-2254.
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SILVER SPRING, Md. — For almost two decades, the 
spouse of an active-duty service member kept a secret 
from loved ones. 

No one knew of her guilt after she binged on a bag of 
cookies or snuck candy when she was alone. She was 
overweight, and yet remained determined to cut out sugar 
and treats. Her struggle with food continued for years, but 
she never expected to hear a psychiatrist diagnose a binge 
eating disorder.

“Not even my husband knew,” said the spouse, who 
preferred to remain anonymous. Food was constantly on 
her mind. She learned she had a disorder after starting 
the process for gastric bypass, which required an appoint-
ment with a psychiatrist before surgery.

“I was in total denial,” said the spouse, who underwent 
about eight months of treatment. “But when I started go-
ing through therapy, I thought, ‘Yeah, you know what, I 
do have that.’ Therapy has changed my life.”

While most people would have been surprised to learn 
of her disorder, being overweight had a big impact on 
her life and her health, she said. In therapy, she talked 
about why and when she binged, which helped her be-
come more aware of her habits. In just nine weeks, she 
lost 44 pounds. While it hasn’t been easy, she’s healthier, 
happier, and able to think of food differently than before 
treatment.

Despite the name, eating disorders are about more than 
nutrition. These disorders involve psychological, physi-
ological and behavioral characteristics. According to the 
National Institute of Mental Health, eating disorders in-
clude anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa and binge eating, 
and can often coexist with depression, anxiety disorders 
and substance abuse.

Anorexia nervosa, the most deadly of the disorders, is 

characterized by extreme thinness and food restriction. 
People with anorexia have a distorted body view, usually 
seeing themselves as overweight rather than severely un-
derweight. Bulimia nervosa involves frequent episodes 
of eating unusually large amounts of food, followed by 
purging, excessive exercise, or strict food restriction. 
Binge eating, the most common eating disorder in the 
United States, occurs when someone loses control over 
his or her eating and consumes an unusually large amount 
of food in a single sitting. Unlike bulimia, binge eating 
isn’t followed by excessive exercise, purging or food re-

strictions.
Angela Gray, a licensed clinical psychologist for the 

Psychological Health Center of Excellence, said eating 
disorders can affect people of any age and any weight. 
Both women and men are impacted by eating disorders, 
but women are more likely to show symptoms and seek 
treatment, she added.

While no specific causes have been found, risk factors 
include a mix of biological, environmental and psycho-
logical factors, according to information provided by 
NIMH. Factors such as trauma, major life changes, or 
family history can contribute to an individual’s risk for 
developing an eating disorder.

“Any time you’re looking at large life shifts, that can 
be a time period where somebody feels a loss of control, 
and sometimes that loss of control and not being sure how 
to cope with those emotions will channel into focusing on 
food,” said Maj. Susan Stankorb, a dietitian at Blanchfield 
Army Community Hospital at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

Symptoms include difficulty concentrating, being with-
drawn, and looking distressed during group meals, said 
Gray. Other signs include preoccupation with thoughts of 
food or meal preparation, over exercising (such as spend-
ing three or four hours at a time in the gym), skipping 
meals and losing weight, she added.

Treatment for eating disorders is usually geared to 
meeting individual needs. According to information 
from NIMH, the goal of treatment is to restore nutrition, 
maintain a healthy weight, and reduce harmful behaviors, 
such as excessive exercise and purging. The first line of 
treatment is psychotherapy, such as cognitive behavioral 
health therapy; however, treatment can also include nu-
tritional counseling, medications, and group or family 
psychotherapy.

“Ultimately, we want to make sure that everyone is 
operating at their optimal psychological and physical 
health,” said Gray.

Military Health System
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1001 Rucker Blvd.
Enterprise, Alabama

Sales: (877) 292-4679
Service: (866) 561-8857

The area’s fastest

growing Chevrolet dealer!

www.ENTERPRISECHEVY.com

To Those Who Serve,
Enterprise Chevrolet Salutes You &

Thanks You With A MILITARY
DISCOUNT!

To Those WWho SeW

YOU PAYWHATWE PAY.

NOT A CENT MORE.

t*Available only on 2017models excluding select base trims and purchase of 2018
Equinox and Silverado 1500 Crew Cab. Not available with other offers. At

participating dealers. Take delivery by 1/2/18. ©2017 General Motors.
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