
An honor more known to be given 
to Army Aviators was awarded to 
a civilian Friday for his nearly 33 
years of dedicated service to Army 
Aviation.

Jeffrey Babine, former visual in-
formation specialist with the Fort 
Rucker Multimedia Visual Informa-
tion Center, was inducted into the 
Order of St. Michael during a cer-
emony at the training aids, devices, 
simulations and simulators building 
where he received a medallion and 
plaque to commemorate the honor.

“Rarely do we recognize non-Avi-
ators, but we can’t do this Aviation 
business without the support system 
of our civilians who do this, so I’ve 
personally made it my goal to find 
those civilians who spend the vast 
majority of their career supporting 
Army Aviation,” said Col. Richard. 
T. Calchera, U.S. Army Reserve 
deputy assistant commandant, dur-
ing the induction. “I wanted to make 
sure Jeff got that recognition because 
of the 33 years he spent supporting 

Army Aviation in different places.”
“I’m almost speechless,” Babine 

said. “This is a great honor and I 
thank Colonel Calchera for putting 

[me in for it] – it was totally unex-
pected. I thank everybody for sup-
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The safety and security of employees and ben-
eficiaries is a top priority for Lyster Army Health 
Clinic. Since July 31, as a precautionary measure, 
Lyster has reduced the number of accessible en-
trances into the facility.

“The streamlining of entrances at LAHC is to 
increase facility security,” said Luke Stewart, chief 
of plans and operations at LAHC. “We conducted 
thorough research on our entrances, and changing 
how some of them are utilized enables us to better 
protect our employees and patients from potential 
threats on the clinic.”

This process of closing and limiting entrances 
should, however, be transparent to most patients, 
as the changes do not affect any LAHC patient en-
trance. Most changes affect badge-accessible en-
trances and the VA patient entrance. Both LAHC 
and VA patients utilize the front entrance. 

“The VA door had been closed previously and 
will remain closed until further notice,” said Stew-
art. “In order to have an unlocked door in the fa-
cility, the entrance is required to be manned at all 
times. Due to mission requirements and current 
staffing levels, the entrance is not able to be consis-
tently manned.” 

Stewart adds that while the change is not tied to 
any specific threat, increased threats on national se-
curity have led LAHC to recognize the need to take 
steps to further ensure better safety measures at the 
clinic.

“Every day we strive to provide the best care for 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Clinic streamlines 
entrances to improve 
security, safety 

See entrances, Page A7

Fort Rucker brought together represen-
tatives from industry and capability devel-
opers from the U.S. Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence at The Landing here Aug. 
10-11, to foster forward thinking about the 
Aviation branch’s future.

The “Aviation Industry Day” event pro-
vided representatives from more than 30 
vendors a chance to hear directly from the 
Aviation requirements experts through in-
formative speaker sessions and question-
and-answer opportunities.

Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, USAACE 
and Fort Rucker commanding general, 
thanked attendees for participating at a 
critical time for Aviation. 

“We can’t do what we need to do as a 
nation without teaming very closely with 
industry. It is very important for us to have 
candid dialogue with you, and for you to 
understand where we have challenges,” 
Gayler said. 

In a concept-based and doctrinally-
driven Army, a challenge for Aviation is 
a lengthy acquisition cycle for Aviation 
systems and platforms that lags behind the 
rate of technological innovation. 

“Right about the time we think we’ve 
got it right, we haven’t even started initial 
rate production yet and it’s already obso-
lete,” Gayler said.

“We’ve got to close that gap to give more 
survivability, more lethality, and greater ca-
pability as reach to our Aviation forces and 
to combatant commanders,” he said.

Gayler said with the large scale of the 

Army’s helicopter fleet, the fielding pro-
cess could take 40 years to fully com-
plete.

“We cannot get hemmed up in multibil-
lion dollar programs that field obsoles-
cence,” Gayler said. 

The bottom line is getting capabilities 
that provide options to the combatant com-
mander sooner.

 “The combatant commander needs that 
option, our Soldiers on the ground deserve 
it, and it’s how we’ve got to start thinking 

about it.”
Without a budget, Army Aviation is 

lacking the resourcing it needs to “get 
healthy,” Gayler said.

“In our Congress we still need to pass 
budgets, we still need to appropriate mon-
ey for the military and we still need to have 
it in a predictable manner. That does not 
appear to be what’s on the horizon. When 
you look at the growing delta right now 
between our capability and our capacity, 
we’re not getting healthy fast enough, in 

fact we’re getting worse,” he said.
Gayler said the Aviation portfolio has 

lost 37 percent of its buying power just 
since 2012.

“Aviation forces today are eighty-eight 
percent committed, so there’s very little 
room [to invest in] modernization because 
we’re spending money on readiness, and 
we have emerging threats,” Gayler said.

Understanding true cost is paramount 
going forward, he added.

Gayler said air-ground operations are 
inherently necessary, regardless of the 
type of threat.

“Aviation will fight. We just have to 
give our Soldiers the best opportunity to 
succeed when they fight. That’s our chal-
lenge,” he said.

Col. Tom von Eschenbach, director of 
the Capability Development and Integra-
tion Directorate here, said USAACE is 
nested with Training and Doctrine Com-
mand’s overarching mission to design, ac-
quire, build and improve the Army. 

Army Aviation is an enduring capabil-
ity to “find things, kill things, and move 
things,” and Aviation’s core competen-
cies enable combined arms maneuver and 
serve as a critical part of the air-ground 
team, he said.

“Chinook Block Two and [the Improved 
Turbine Engine Program] are two of the 
most important programs we’ve got in the 
near term. Those two things will keep our 
platforms and our capability relevant now. 
We know we have to invest in those now,” 
von Eschenbach said.

He asked for industry’s help with some 
“tweaking” to the lethality strategy. He 
also said smart decisions must be made re-
garding Aircraft Survivability Equipment.

Photo by Kelly P. Morris

Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding gen-
eral, speaks to a packed crowd of industry representatives and Army personnel from across the Aviation 
enterprise during the opening session of the Aviation Industry Day event at The Landing Aug. 10.

By Kelly P. Morris
USAACE Public Affairs

Aviation Industry Day
USAACE event targets 
challenges, future
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Jeffrey Babine, former visual information specialist with the multimedia visual information 
center, receives the Order of Saint Michael medallion and plaque from Col. Richard. T. 
Calchera, U.S. Army Reserve deputy assistant commandant, during an induction ceremony 
at the training aids, devices, simulations and simulators building Friday.

By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic 
Public Affairs Office

Order of St. Michael

As if it was pulled out of a scene from a James Bond 
movie complete with covert ops and spy planes, one 
Army Aviation aircraft played a vital role as the eyes 
and ears over the skies of Vietnam.

The Lockheed AP-2E Neptune sits on the western 
lawn of the U.S. Army Aviation Museum and is one of 
the largest aircraft in the collection. It served as a sig-
nals intelligence aircraft during the Vietnam War, and 
although it wasn’t the first signals intelligence aircraft to 
fly during the war, it provided greater capabilities than 

Photo by Nathan Pfau

The AP-2 Neptune sits on the west lawn of the U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum. The AP-2 Neptune was used as a surveillance and recon-
naissance aircraft throughout much of the Vietnam War.

Civilian receives honor normally given to Aviators

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Museum’s AP-2 Neptune kept tabs on enemy

Army photo

The entrance to Lyster Army Health Clinic. 

See aviation, Page A7

See honor, Page A7

See museum, Page A7

“We can’t do what we need to do as a nation 
without teaming very closely with industry. “

— Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, 
USAACE and Fort Rucker commanding general



ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, 
Md. — On Monday, North America will 
have the opportunity to view a total solar 
eclipse. It will be the first total eclipse in 
the continental United States in nearly 40 
years and the first coast-to-coast eclipse in 
a century. 

The eclipse will make landfall on the 
west coast at 10:15 a.m. (PDT) just north 
of Newport, Oregon. Traveling at more 
than 1,600 mph, the shadow will move 
across the country in just over an hour and 
a half before leaving south of McClellan-
ville, South Carolina, at 2:49 p.m. (EDT).

A solar eclipse occurs when the moon 
passes between Earth and the sun, obscur-
ing the sun – either partially or totally 
– from a viewer on Earth. Most people 
in North America will be able to view at 
least a partial eclipse, while those in some 
states will see a total solar eclipse. Figure 
1 shows the eclipse’s roughly 70-mile-
wide path through the U.S. as the shadow 
travels from west to east.

Viewing a total solar eclipse is a unique 
and worthwhile experience, but if not done 
correctly, eye injuries can occur. Most of 
us would never stare directly at the sun 
because we know it can cause permanent 
eye damage. During an eclipse, though, 
the lower light levels may tempt some to 
watch it without suitable eye protection. 

This, too, is extremely hazardous. While 
most people gradually recover their nor-
mal vision within one to six months, some 
end up with permanent blurry vision and 
central blind spots.

Indirect viewing using the pinhole-pro-
jection method will be the safest way to en-
joy this eclipse. NASA has put together an 
excellent resource showing how to make a 
pinhole camera using only cardstock, alu-
minum foil, tape and a paper clip or pin at 
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/edu/learn/proj-
ect/how-to-make-a-pinhole-camera/. This 

simple tool will allow eclipse viewers to 
experience the event without risking dam-
aging their eyesight.

For those who still want to view the 
eclipse directly, special eyewear is need-
ed to avoid injury. Eyewear, including 
eclipse, prescription and safety glasses 
and regular sunglasses, are typically certi-
fied to various national and international 
specifications. 

For example, the American National 
Standards Institute publishes consensus 
standards with specifications for prescrip-
tion eyeglasses, safety glasses used for im-
pact or chemical protection, and sunglass-
es. The European economic area requires 
CE (European Conformity) certification 
for eyewear. The International Organiza-
tion for Standardization also provides cer-
tification of eyewear. Only ISO 12312 2 
specifically addresses the safety of solar 
eclipse eyewear for direct viewing.

While many manufacturers claim their 
eclipse glasses are specifically made for 
safe viewing, our informal laboratory tests 
suggest that not all eyewear offers sufficient 
protection. Consider the following factors 
when purchasing solar eclipse eyewear.

The best eclipse eyewear has the ISO •	
12312-2 certification. Many of the so-
lar eclipse eyewear manufactured in 
the United States meet this ISO stan-
dard. We tested 25 samples of eclipse 
eyewear and found the ISO-certified 
glasses consistently provided adequate 
protection required to view the sun dur-
ing an eclipse. All of the ISO-certified 
eclipse eyewear had additional CE cer-
tification markings.
Eclipse eyewear with only CE cer-•	
tification markings might not offer 
sufficient protection. We tested two 
samples of eclipse eyewear that had 
CE certification markings, but no 
ISO certification markings. The first 
sample, manufactured in China, did 
not provide sufficient protection in 
our laboratory tests when compared to 
the ISO 12312-2 standard. The second 
sample, manufactured in the United 
Kingdom, provided so much protec-
tion that it may be too dark for view-
ing the eclipse.
Some types of welding glass also of-•	
fer sufficient protection for viewing an 
eclipse safely. Welding glass comes in 

different shade numbers which charac-
terize its level of protection. The higher 
the shade number, the darker the lens 
and more protection provided at vis-
ible wavelengths. Use at least Shade 
14 welding glasses to view the eclipse. 
Shade 5 welding glasses are commonly 
marketed as eclipse glasses, but these 
do not provide enough protection.
Sunglasses and safety glasses used •	
for everyday sun protection and for 
occupational safety eye protection 
(including Military Combat Eye Pro-
tection sunglasses) do not provide the 
minimum protection to directly view 
the eclipse. Nevertheless, some safety 
glasses are marketed with the word 
“eclipse” in the name. Others advertise 
that the eyewear “Meets and Exceeds 
ANSI Z87.” However, ANSI Z87 has 
no safety specifications for direct view-
ing of the sun. ANSI Z87 is a standard 
for occupational safety glasses for pro-
tection against impact, dust, chemical 
splash and welding.
Avoid various do-it-yourself techniques •	
for making your own eclipse eyewear, 
which can be found in instructional 
videos/websites on the Internet.

If you suspect you have experienced an 
eye injury due to viewing the eclipse, get 
an evaluation by an eye care professional 
as soon as possible. Symptoms might de-
velop immediately or in a few days. The 
severity or type of symptoms may also 
change over time. The most common indi-
cations of possible injury are blurry vision 
and central blind spots. Color vision can 
also be affected.

In closing, we hope many people will 
be able to experience the upcoming so-
lar eclipse. To view the eclipse safely, 
remember to use eclipse eyewear with 
ISO 12312-2 certification for direct view-
ing or the pinhole-projection method for 
indirect viewing. While it will be a mag-
nificent event, it’s not worth risking your 
eyesight.
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Perspective

Katie Pettengill, 
civilian

“I’m going to join a company 
over at Henderson Park [in 
Enterprise]. They’ll be handing 
out the glasses so I’m going to 
watch over there.”

“I’m going to get together with 
some friends and make a party 
of it.” “I’ll probably check it out with 

family.”

 “I’m going to visit my family 
and we’re all going to watch it 
together.”

Ayan Brown, 
civilian

Alain Perez-Majul, 
civilian

Heather Gasser, 
military spouse

“I’ll be outside watching it and 
enjoying it myself.” 

Spc. Daniel Dohoney, 
1st Bn., 117th Field 

Artillery Regt.

A total solar eclipse will move 
across the U.S. Monday. How will 
you celebrate this celestial event?”
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By Anastacio Dalde III
U.S. Army Public Health Center

‘MAGNIFICENT EVENT’
Health official advises on safe way to view total solar eclipse

Army graphic

On Aug. 21, 2017, North America will have the opportunity to view a total solar eclipse. It will be the first 
total eclipse in the continental United States in nearly 40 years, and the first coast-to-coast eclipse 
in a century. 



WASHINGTON — With 50 percent of 
Raqqa, Syria, now under the control of 
Syrian Democratic Forces and holding 
forces in place in Mosul, Iraq, the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria has no safe haven 
left in either country, the Operation Inher-
ent Resolve spokesman said Aug. 10.

Col. Ryan S. Dillon, briefing the media 
live from Baghdad, gave an update on op-
erations in Syria and Iraq, noting that de-
termined SDF fighters continue to make 
progress against ISIS as they fight block 
by block in Raqqa.

“The SDF has now cleared more than 50 
percent of the city from terrorists,” Dillon 
said.

“The SDF are in a fierce urban fight 
and have almost managed to link up their 
forces along the eastern and western axes 
as they conduct deliberate clearance op-
erations of areas under their control,” he 
added.

SYRIA OPERATIONS
Fighting in the tightly packed old city 

is difficult because buildings and even 
corpses are rigged with improvised explo-
sives by ISIS to stall the SDF advance, the 
colonel said.

In the past week, ISIS has used car 
bombs to attack evacuating civilians and 
working journalists. In attacks two days in 
a row, ISIS used armored vehicles packed 
with explosives to kill six noncombatants 
and wound five reporters, he said.

The Raqqa Internal Security Force, now 
more than 1,000 strong and composed 
mainly of Arabs from the Raqqa area, is 
filling in behind the SDF to provide se-
curity and prevent ISIS from returning to 
cleared neighborhoods, Dillon said.

In southern Syria, near the Iraq-Syria 
border, there were clashes Aug. 7 between 
ISIS and militia groups, he said, noting 
that there were initial allegations of coali-
tion strikes on Iraqi popular mobilization 
forces.

“We verified that the coalition did not 

conduct air or ground artillery strikes in 
that location at that time,” the colonel said. 
“This has since been confirmed and cor-
roborated by Iraqi security forces and Iraqi 
popular mobilization forces.”

REBUILDING IRAQ
Holding forces are in place in Mosul, 

Dillon said, and the federal police, the 16th 
Iraqi Armored Division and some Coun-
ter Terrorism Service battalions remain in 
eastern and western Mosul to provide se-
curity as the cleanup begins and civilians 
start rebuilding their lives.

“We have seen the resilience of the Mo-
slawis in East Mosul and we are beginning 
to see it in the west as markets open and 
people begin to return … to their neigh-
borhoods. The coalition continues to sup-
port the [Iraqis] as they reset and prepare 
for follow-on operations in Tal Afar,” he 
said.

The coalition conducted more than 50 
strikes against ISIS defensive positions, 
headquarters, weapons caches and vehicle 
bomb and road bomb factories in Tal Afar 
and Kisik Junction, which is about 30 kilo-
meters east of Tal Afar, Dillon said, where 
ISIS is defending the approach to the city.

The coalition estimates that about 2,000 
ISIS fighters are in and around Tal Afar, 
and the colonel said the fight to root them 
out from one of ISIS’ last Iraq strongholds 
is expected to be difficult, he said.

“In former ISIS strongholds, where lo-
cal Iraqis are back in control and taking 
care of their people, we see continued 
progress,” Dillon said.

In Tikrit, liberated in April 2015, more 
than 95 percent of those who fled the city 
have returned, the colonel said. In Rama-
di, liberated in February 2016, more than 
300,000 displaced persons have returned, 
and 20 schools, 18 health centers and 250 
houses are rehabilitated, he added.

In Fallujah, liberated in June 2016, 
400,000 displaced persons have returned, 
clean water is pumped to 60 percent of 
residents, and projects have begun to reha-
bilitate more than 10,000 houses over the 
next 18 months, Dillon said.

After ISIS is removed from an area and 
it is cleared of hazards, international aid 
and local governance resumes, he said.

DEGRADING ISIS FINANCES
Highlighting success in degrading ISIS 

financial resources, Dillon said the coali-

tion conducted precision airstrikes on five 
ISIS financial centers in Iraq and Syria 
over in early August.

“In southern Syria, two airstrikes in Abu 
Kamal destroyed an ISIS financial head-
quarters and a bulk cash depository, and 
another ISIS financial headquarters was 
destroyed in Deir ez-Zor. Two airstrikes 
in Iraq destroyed ISIS financial centers in 
Huwayjah and al-Muthanna,” the colonel 
said.

The coalition is disrupting ISIS financ-
ing across Iraq and Syria to keep the ter-
rorist organization from raising, moving 
and using the resources to pay for fighters 
and fund terrorism around the globe, Dil-
lon said.

The coalition has struck about 30 ISIS 
banks and financial centers over the past 
three years, destroying tens of millions of 
dollars, and Iraqi government has cut off 
more than 90 bank branches inside ISIS 
territory from global financial systems, he 
added.

ISIS also is under significant pressure 
because the coalition is targeting its oil and 
other revenue streams, the colonel said.

“They have been forced to cut fighter 
pay by half, and having lost Mosul, and 
with the SDF making steady progress in 
Raqqa, ISIS has lost much of its revenue 
base,” Dillon explained.

ISIS is becoming increasingly desperate 
and resorting to more arbitrary taxation 
and extortion, undermining credibility 
with the local population and attractive-
ness to recruits, he added.

These efforts along with ISIS battlefield 
losses, leader deaths and degraded propa-
ganda all contribute to a losing organiza-
tion, Dillon said.

“ISIS does not have the same level of 
leadership it once had. They do not have 
the same level of grandeur. People just no 
longer want to come and join these terror-
ists. And they do not have the resources 
they once had,” he noted.

“ISIS is losing [and] it will continue to 
lose under the pressure of our partner forc-
es and the coalition until they are defeated 
in Iraq and Syria,” Dillon said.

WASHINGTON — U.S. and 
Afghan forces have confirmed the 
Aug. 10 death of Abdul Rahman, 
a provincial emir in Afghanistan’s 
Kunar province for the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria affiliate 
ISIS-Khorasan, Pentagon spokes-
man Col. Rob Manning said Mon-
day. 

In an operational update for Pen-
tagon reporters, Manning said Rah-
man was killed in an airstrike along 
with three other ISIS-K members 
in Kunar’s Dara-e-Pech district in 
northeastern Afghanistan.

Rahman was a primary candi-
date to become the ISIS-K emir 
after the death of Abu Sayed in a 
July 11 strike on the group’s head-
quarters in Kunar province.

“The death of Abdul Rahman 
deals yet another blow to the se-
nior leadership of ISIS-K, showing 
there are no safe havens in Afghan-
istan,” Manning added, noting that 
U.S. and Afghan forces are keeping 
pressure on ISIS-K to disrupt their 
expansion plans -- part of ongoing 
operations to defeat the group in 
Afghanistan.

IRAQ OPERATIONS
In northern Iraq this weekend, 

two U.S. Soldiers were killed 
and five others were injured, 
Manning said, as an Army artil-
lery section conducted a coun-
terfire mission against an ISIS 
mortar site when an incident oc-
curred.

“There is no indication that 
ISIS had anything to do with 

this,” Manning said, noting that 
the injured Soldiers were evacu-
ated by air and that two eventu-
ally lost their lives. The other 
five Soldiers did not suffer life-
threatening injuries.

The incident is now under 
investigation, and the unit will 
release information as appropri-

ate, he added.
Also in Iraq, in eastern and 

western Mosul, the colonel said 
holding forces consisting of fed-
eral police continue to conduct 
security operations and assess 
security requirements.

“To the west of Mosul, the 9th 
and 15th [Iraqi Army Divisions] 

maintain defensive positions 
on the western forward line of 
troops near Tel Afar,” Manning 
said, “and the coalition contin-
ues to support the [Iraqis] as they 
reset and prepare for follow-on 
operations in the western Nine-
vah province.

SYRIA OPERATIONS
In Syria, Monday was Day 71 

of operations to defeat ISIS in 
Raqqa, Manning said.

“Yesterday the [Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces] liberated about 
[.4 square miles] in Raqqa and 
about 55 percent of the total area 
of Raqqa has been cleared,” he 
said.

On the western axis, the SDF 
maintained the forward line of 
troops despite ISIS sniper activ-
ity, and on the eastern axis, the 
SDF maintained incremental 
gains in the Old City north of 
the main supply route, Manning 
added.

On the southern forward line 
of troops south of the Euphrates 
River, the SDF maintained their 
defensive positions, he said, and 
the east-west deconfliction line 
south of the Euphrates is holding 
as regime forces remain south 
and SDF forces remain north of 
the agreed-upon line.
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News Briefs
POW/MIA ceremony

Fort Rucker will host its POW/MIA 
ceremony Sept. 15 at 8:30 a.m. at Vet-
erans Park in front of the U.S. Army 
Aviation Museum.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 

Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. in Rm. 147 of Bldg. 4502. For 
more on the group, call 334-237-1973.

Exchange Buddy List 
Soldiers and Army families can get 

special offers from the Fort Rucker 
Exchange delivered straight to their in-
boxes every week by signing up for the 
Army and Air Force Exchange Service 
Buddy List. All shoppers have to do is 

contact the Fort Rucker Exchange and 
ask to join approximately 115,000 au-
thorized exchange shoppers worldwide 
receiving exclusive offers via email 
from their local Exchange.

“The Exchange Buddy List makes it 
easy to keep up with special deals and 
events at the Fort Rucker Exchange,” 
said Beate Bateman, main exchange 
store manager. “Sign up and keep your 
finger on the pulse of all the exclusive 
savings your Exchange has to offer.”

Any authorized shopper 18 and older 
may join the Exchange Buddy List. For 
more information, call 334-503-9044, 
Ext. 210.

ID card section closure
The Fort Rucker ID Card Section 

will close from 2:15-4:15 p.m. for 
training the second Wednesday of ev-
ery month.

Lyster update
People are welcome to check out the 

Lyster Army Health Clinic Facebook 
Page for the Healthy Tip of the Day 
and important clinic information, such 
as class dates and times.

The Lyster Twitter feed is at @
LysterAHC.

Resiliency Resources
The Lyster and Fort Rucker Resil-

iency Resources mobile device app is 
available for free in Android and iP-
hone mobile app stores. The app can 
help people find information for Fort 

Rucker, including addresses, phone 
numbers and event information, and 
also information such as where run-
ning trails are located, if there is a 5k 
race coming up, when Bible studies 
occur and more. 

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open 

Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The thrift shop needs people’s un-
wanted items. People can drop off do-
nations at any time in the shed behind 
the shop (former Armed Forces Bank 
building) located in front of the theater 
next door to the bowling alley. Dona-
tions are tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-
9595.

By Cheryl Pellerin
Defense Media Activity

OIR spokesman: No safe havens left for ISIS in Syria, Iraq

U.S., Afghan forces confirm 
death of ISIS-affiliated terrorist

Photo by Air Force Staff Sgt. Trevor T. McBride

An Air Force F-15E Strike Eagle fires flares during a flight supporting Operation Inherent Resolve June 21. 

By Cheryl Pellerin
Defense Media Activity

Photo by Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class Leon Wong

A Navy MH-60S Seahawk prepares to land aboard the USS Nimitz in the Persian Gulf Aug. 9. The aircraft carrier is deployed in 
the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility to support Operation Inherent Resolve. 



OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea — Af-
ter eight months of intense training, mem-
bers of the 35th Air Defense Artillery 
Brigade successfully completed a Patriot 
missile defense system modernization ef-
fort that will provide continued protection 
from potential North Korean aggression. 

In coordination with contractors from 
Raytheon and the Lower Tier Project Of-
fice, the brigade carried out the largest 
Patriot modernization project ever con-
ducted outside a continental depot facil-
ity, said Steven Knierim, Raytheon proj-
ect manager. 

“The purpose of the battalion netted 
exercise was two-fold. First, it was to 
validate the systems to ensure everything 
worked and met the industry standard 
for performance,” said CW3 Tara Gibbs, 
35th Air Defense Artillery Brigade Pa-
triot modernization project officer. “The 
second was to qualify the Soldiers and 
crews on the new equipment.”

As part of the training, the batteries 

networked into the battalion data link ar-
chitecture from geographically dispersed 
locations around the peninsula and con-
ducted air battles. Each battery crew was 
required to complete a series of compe-
tency tests to demonstrate proficiency. 

“Prior to the exercise, we spent three 
weeks split between formal classroom 
training and hands-on learning,” said 2nd 
Lt. Nathan Jackson, C Company, 6th Bat-
talion, 52nd Air Defense Artillery Regi-
ment fire control platoon leader. “The 
contractors taught us how to isolate faults 
in order to better diagnose problems in 
case the equipment goes down.”

According to Jackson, one of the big-
gest benefits of the modernization over-
haul was the replacement of many legacy 
systems and updating outdated technolo-
gy. The combination of the two improved 
the tactical capabilities and reduced 
maintenance requirements for the missile 
defense system. 

“For the Soldiers that work in the en-
gagement control station, one of the 
smaller but more comfortable enhance-
ments was the ergonomic improve-

ments,” said Jackson. “Touch screen ma-
neuverable displays, along with improved 
adjustable seats, make long shifts more 
endurable.” 

Throughout the modernization process, 
the brigade carefully balanced the Fight 
Tonight mission in the Korean theater of 

operation while rotating batteries through 
the improvised depot at Suwon Air Base. 

The brigade is scheduled to modern-
ize its platform of Avengers in the com-
ing months as part of an ongoing plan of 
enhancing air defense capabilities on the 
Korean Peninsula. 
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Battalion modernizes Patriot missile defense on Korean peninsula

Photo by Staff Sgt. Monik Phan

Soldiers assigned to Battery D, 6-52nd Air Defense Artillery Regt. assemble an antenna in order to test 
communication links during a battalion-wide validation exercise Aug. 3 at Osan Air Base, South Korea. 

By Capt. Jonathon Daniell
For Army News Service

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
U.S.-South Korean alliance can 
defend South Korea, Pacific al-
lies and the American homeland 
from nuclear and missile threats 
emanating from North Korea, 
two top American military offi-
cials said Monday. 

Marine Corps Gen. Joe Dun-
ford, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and Army Gen. 
Vincent K. Brooks, the alliance 
commander in Korea, said the 
capabilities already in South Ko-
rea are enough to defend against 
a strike from Kim Jong Un, the 
North Korean dictator.

Both men told reporters at the 
headquarters for Combined Forc-
es Command that U.S. and South 
Korean officials will continue to 
examine the threats from North 
Korea, and make adjustments to 
the force as they are needed and 
agreed upon.

The men spoke after meetings 
with senior Korean leaders, in-
cluding President Moon Jae-in, 
Defense Minister Song Young-
moo and Korean Defense Chief 
Army Gen. Lee Sun-jin. “The 
message today was the ironclad 
commitment to the alliance,” 
Dunford said at the press confer-
ence.

The U.S. and South Korea each 
want a peaceful solution, he said. 
“What I would like to see is Kim 
Jong Un to commit to ceasing the 
development of nuclear weapons 
and ceasing the testing of ballistic 
missiles.” 

The chairman said the men 
shared some thoughts about the 
common challenges facing their 
nations, but focused mostly on 
North Korea. 

He said he also spoke to Kore-
an leaders about his trip to China, 
“and the messages we would be 
delivering when we met with our 
Chinese counterparts.”

The meeting follows passage of 
a resolution in the United Nations 
Security Council that imposed se-
vere sanctions on North Korea for 
its continued efforts to develop 
intercontinental ballistic missiles 
and nuclear weapons. The world 
is uniting against the North Kore-

an threat, and even China – North 
Korea’s only ally – voted for the 
resolution. China announced to-
day that it would implement an 
import ban tomorrow on North 
Korean iron ore, lead and coal as 
part of the sanctions.

GUAM
In response to questions about 

the U.S. response if North Korea 
were to launch missiles against 
Guam, Dunford asked reporters 
to not confuse military action 
with policy. “What we would do 
in the event of an attack on Guam 
– or missiles being launched to-
wards Guam – is a decision that 
will … be made by the president 
of the United States and he will 
make that in the context of our al-
liance,” the chairman said. “Our 
job – General Brooks and I – is 
to make sure our leadership has 
options available to them to prop-
erly respond.” 

The men have two priorities, he 
explained. The first is to defend 
against an attack and the second 
is to ensure the alliance has a de-

cisive response in the event of an 
attack.

But discussions of a preemp-
tive attack are premature, to say 
the least, Dunford said. The Unit-
ed States is fully committed to the 
current policy of applying diplo-
matic and economic pressure to 
address North Korea’s malign 
intentions. “The military dimen-
sion today is directly in support 
of that diplomatic and economic 
effort,” he said. “We are seeking 
peaceful resolution to the crisis 
right now.”

The chairman stressed that all 
the decisions being made now 
and all the discussions the United 
States is having are in the context 
of the alliance. “We listen very 
carefully to Kim Jong Un’s rheto-
ric and we can’t afford to be com-
placent. We have to take it seri-
ously in regards to our defensive 
measures and with regard to the 
development of military options 
in the event we are called upon to 
do that.” 

He added that any changes to 
the U.S. posture in the region will 

be made in consultation with the 
Japanese government -- who are 
also under threat from North Ko-
rea.

STRONG AND PREPARED
Brooks said the alliance is 

strong and is prepared to face the 
threat from North Korea. There 
are 28,500 U.S. service members 
on the peninsula and that number 
fluctuates from time to time due 
to exercises and new capabilities. 
But not enough has been said 
about the South Korean military 
and its contributions, the general 
said. 

“There are 660,000 South 
Koreans who are on active duty 
at any given time in defense of 
South Korea and we are their 
partner, their ally,” he said. “We 
don’t defend by ourselves. We 
defend one another in an inte-
grated way.”

The Combined Forces Com-
mand is truly a combined com-
mand, Brooks said – U.S. and 
South Korean forces are integrat-
ed in a manner not seen anywhere 

else in the world. 
“So I hear the voices not just of 

the Americans who are here, but 
the voices of the South Koreans,” 
he said. “[Troops from both na-
tions] tell me that they want to be 
ready. They want to make sure 
they can do all they can to be pre-
pared. They want to know if they 
have reason to be concerned, and 
in the meantime we tell them to 
continue their mission, and they 
do it very, very well every single 
day.”

Brooks noted the role played by 
the combined exercises in which 
the United States and South Ko-
rean forces take part. The annual 
exercise Ulchi Freedom Guardian 
begins next week and, he said, as 
a matter of course it draws con-
demnation from North Korea. 

“This is why our exercises are 
so important – we have to have 
a credible deterrent,” the general 
said. “This is why we have mili-
tary capability that undergirds 
our diplomatic activities. These 
threats are serious to us, and thus 
we have to be prepared.”

‘IRONCLAD COMMITMENT’

Photo by Sgt. Patrick Eakin

A Bradley Fighting Vehicle from A Co., 8th Bde. Engineer Bn. returns after conducting breaching operations during an exercise in Korea Aug. 10. 

By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK CINEMAS 10
100 New Centre Drive • Enterprise, AL 36330

Web Site: clarkcinemas.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-3811
DISCOUNT FOR ACTIVE & RETIRED MILITARY

(WITH ID) + 1 Guest

— August 18 - 24, 2017 —

ALL CINEMAS 7.1 AUDIO
SHOWTIMES AND
TITLES SUBJECT

TO CHANGE!

1 LOGAN LUCKY — PG13

1:15 & 7:00
THE HITMAN'S BODYGUARD — R

4:15 & 9:45
2 NUT JOB 2: NUTTY BY NATURE

PG

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:15
3 DUNKIRK — PG13

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:45
4 SPIDER MAN — PG13

1:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 10:15
5 LOGAN LUCKY

PG13 • 4K BAS

1:30, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:45
6 THE HITMAN'S BODYGUARD

R • 4K BAS

1:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 10:00
7 NUT JOB 2: NUTTY BY NATURE

pg • realD3D

12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30 & 9:30
8 KIDNAP — R

1:30, 4:30, 7:30 & 9:45
9 DARK TOWER — PG13

1:30, 4:30, 7:30 & 9:45
10 ANNABELLE: CREATION — R

1:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 9:30

Generals: U.S.-South Korean alliance ready to defend against North Korean threat
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WASHINGTON — The Army 
is actively looking for a diverse 
array of Soldiers, from across a 
variety of military occupational 
specialties, to apply for career-
broadening positions within the 
Army’s Enlisted Aide Program.

The deadline to submit appli-
cation packets for the competi-
tive program is Sept. 29, said Lt. 
Col. Drew Maddry, who serves 
as the chief of the Quartermaster 
Branch within the Army’s Hu-
man Resources Command.

The program is open to all ac-
tive-duty enlisted Soldiers from 
sergeant (promotable) through 
master sergeant, irrespective of 

military occupational specialty. 
The process for putting the pack-
ets together is a bit lengthy, so 
interested Soldiers should start 
right away, Maddry said.

More details about the open-
ings and how to apply can be 
found within Military Personnel 
Message 17-253, “FY 18 En-
listed Aide Selection Panel An-
nouncement.”

TAKING CARE OF 
LEADERSHIP

An EA serves on the personal 
staff of a general officer and un-
dertakes a wide variety of day-to-
day tasks that free the officer to 
concentrate on his or her primary 
military and official duties, said 
Sgt. 1st Class Maria Fuentes.

Duties of an EA include house-
hold management and security, 
preparing uniforms, orchestrat-
ing official social functions and 
preparing daily meals, said Fu-
entes, who serves now as the EA 
Special Programs Professional 
Development NCO at HRC. She 
has also previously served as an 
EA.

“It was rewarding for me per-
sonally because you get to see 
smiles on people’s faces when 
you are serving them food, en-
suring things are in order and 
taking care of them,” said Fu-
entes of her own experience in 
the program.

Besides serving food, EAs 
learn how to manage a budget 
and plan a host of day-to-day 

events, she said. 
Those are skills that are valu-

able in any job, as well as in one’s 
own personal life, she added.

Fuentes said she has prepared 
meals for and interacted with 
the chief of staff of the Army, 
the sergeant major of the Army, 
senators and other dignitaries. 

“Those were exciting mo-
ments,” she said.

Successful EAs are self-start-
ers, motivated, eager to learn and 
adaptable. Those same traits are 
also what makes for successful 
Soldiers, she said.

Candidates train for EA and cu-
linary skills at Fort Lee, Virginia, 
she explained. For someone not 
in the 92G culinary MOS, the 
EA career field often proves to 

be a totally new and interesting 
experience, she said, adding that 
she encourages Soldiers from 
outside the culinary arts MOS to 
consider applying to be an EA. 
She noted that six have recently 
done so, and are proving suc-
cessful in their efforts.

Those who complete their EA 
tour will return to their original 
branch, said Maddry. That is de-
signed to ensure their leadership 
and MOS proficiency skill sets 
are maintained, an additional 
benefit to the Army of the broad-
ening experience.

Maddry also said that pro-
motion boards look favorably 
on broadening experiences like 
those that the EA Program pro-
vides.
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Enlisted Aide Program offers career-broadening experience for NCOs

Army photo

Chief Petty Officer David Yaung  and Master Sgt. Dwight Copeland, enlisted aides, prepare salads for a meal to be hosted by Gen. Curtis 
“Mike” Scaparrotti, commander of EUCOM/SACEUR, at SHAPE, Belgium, Nov. 8. 

By David Vergun
Army News Service

FORT SILL, Okla. — When it comes 
to elite military teams, the Navy SEALs 
often come first to mind. For the Army, 
though, that’s okay -- Special Forces Sol-
diers prefer to be under the radar as the 
Army’s quiet professionals. 

Recruiters visit Fort Sill and other in-
stallations regularly to find male and fe-
male officers and enlisted personnel who 
think they have the right combination of 
character and skills to wear the admired 
Special Forces Green Beret, or to be part 
of the three other Army Special Opera-
tions Forces branches.

Two junior officers were on hand Aug. 
3 at Fort Sill to learn more about the op-
portunities, and one sergeant came by to 
submit his application packet as the result 
of a previous visit.

Sgt. Salah Elboraa, who reads and writes 
Arabic, said he wanted something more 
than what his current position offers. 

“I’m looking forward to a more chal-
lenging environment,” he said. 

Sgt. 1st Class Kiel Mulhern, center lead-
er for Fort Riley (Kansas) Special Opera-
tions Recruiting Battalion (Airborne), and 
Staff Sgt. Zachary Wangerin, recruiter for 
the same unit, gave a video presentation 
to the officers about each branch, and told 
them what they needed for their applica-
tion packets.

Officers must be within a specific year-
group as lieutenants, said Mulhern. And, 
they only get one opportunity to apply. 
Enlisted ranks from E-3 to E-7 are also re-
cruited and can apply again if they don’t 
get accepted the first time.

Wangerin said that only a small percent-
age of Soldiers even know that joining the 
ARSOF is an option in their careers. In 
addition to meeting a minimum 240 Army 
Physical Fitness Test score, and a 107-plus 
General Technical score (110-plus GT or 
110 Combat Score for Special Forces), ap-
plicants must be U.S. citizens. They will 
all learn a foreign language and be air-
borne qualified by the time they complete 
their training, which takes up to 52 weeks 
or more to fully qualify them for a multi-
faceted job in one of the four branches.

In addition, all ARSOF receive a range 
of extra pay, which for the languages alone 
can range from $100 to $1,000 a month. 
ARSOF Soldiers also tend to earn promo-
tions faster.

SECURE THE VICTORY 
The Civil Affairs branch of ARSOF is 

prepared to thrive in culturally diverse 
environments after receiving 13 months 
of intensive training at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. They work with conventional 
units, host nations and Special Forces to 
marginalize and weaken opposition forces. 
They also perform peacetime humanitar-
ian work such as disaster relief, immuni-
zations and provide running water.

They are well-versed in the culture of 
the host nation and work with U.S. am-
bassadors and local community leaders to 
prevent conflict and help avoid boots on 
the ground that could inflame hostilities.

“They use a diplomatic approach before 
direct action,” said Mulhern. “You’ll be-
come cultural experts.”

A civil affairs team is typically com-
posed of an officer, two NCOs and a medic 
who has enhanced medical skills.

PERSUADE, CHANGE, INFLUENCE
The Psychological Operations Regi-

ment engages in psychological warfare to 
influence actions, behavior, values, beliefs 
and attitudes of citizens and communities 
in support of Special Forces teams, U.S. 
ambassadors, allies and coalition partners.

“They try to get the host nation to align 

with U.S. interests,” said Mulhern. During 
training they are given “impossible tasks” 
that call upon their intellectual skills more 
than physical capabilities. 

Deployments are typically six months in 
teams of three to 12. These teams are also 
based out of Fort Bragg.

DE OPPRESSO LIBER (TO FREE 
THE OPPRESSED)

The most elite team in the ARSOF is the 
Special Forces, also known as the Green 
Berets. 

“They don’t like people to know what 
they’re doing and why they’re doing it,” 
said Mulhern. “They like to work behind 
the scenes.”

The Special Forces is the only military 
unit authorized by Congress to conduct 
“unconventional warfare,” said Mulhern. 
Even the Navy SEALs can’t engage in 
these types of operations, which include 
working with local resistance groups to re-
move leaders and promote greater regional 
stability.

They also engage in special reconnais-
sance, intelligence gathering, short dura-
tion direct action and counterterrorism. 
The Alpha Team consists of 12 members 
who train for at least 64 weeks to attain the 
highly esteemed Green Beret role.

NIGHT STALKERS
The 160th Special Operations Aviation 

Regiment (Airborne) provides no-notice, 
worldwide, rotary wing support, precision 
air assaults and aerial gunnery. A Soldier 
must be in one of the authorized military 
occupational specialties to apply.

LEARNING A NEW LANGUAGE
Knowing how to communicate in the 

language of the host country is critical 
to ARSOF teams, and if they are not al-
ready fluent in a foreign language, they 
are trained to learn one. The Defense Lan-
guage Aptitude Battery is an aptitude test 
that cannot be studied for, as it measures 
one’s language-learning potential, not cur-
rent knowledge.

Having a basic comprehension of how 
the English language works – grammar, 
sentence construction and parts of speech 
– are critical skills to grasping how the 
DLAB’s fictitious language works.

Scores to qualify for Category I lan-
guages mean one can learn the easier lan-
guages, such as French, Italian and Span-
ish. German is a Category II language, and 
the Category IV languages include Arabic, 
Chinese, Japanese and Korean.

For more information on ARSOF, visit: 
GoArmySOF.com.

Army Special Forces: An 
inside look at elite group’s capabilities

Photo by Spc. Garret Smith

Soldiers from Group Support Battalion, 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne) conduct weapons training on Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., July 17. 

By Cindy McIntyre
Fort Sill Public Affairs



its predecessors, according to Bob Mitch-
ell, U.S. Army Aviation Museum curator.

“Back during the Vietnam War, the 
Army Security Agency basically ran an 
operation where they were using U-8 
[Seminole} aircraft to monitor low-power 
radio transmissions and other signals – 
it was a very covert program,” he said. 
“This program was designed to listen for 
communications in the field to determine 
what the enemy was doing and be able to 
monitor that without them knowing it.”

The program was successful in that the 
Army was able to intercept transmissions 

and information, but the capability of the 
U-8 and other aircraft were limited by 
their size and weight limits, and the Army 
quickly realized that a larger aircraft was 
needed, said Mitchell.

“When the mission first started out, they 
didn’t have a lot of equipment or a lot of 
capability, so they had a small aircraft. As 
they got more involved with the mission, 
they realized that they needed more moni-
toring devices, better devices and more 
powerful devices,” he said.

Since the Army didn’t have a large, 
fixed-wing aircraft of its own, it eventu-
ally turned to the Navy, which had been 
operating P-2 Neptunes for some time 

as long-range, anti-submarine patrol air-
craft.

In 1966, it was decided that the Navy 
would give the Army 12 P-2s that would 
be retrofitted to fit the Army’s needs, and 
they were designated AP-2 Neptunes in 
the Army inventory.

“Since it was a covert program, the 
Army didn’t want anyone to know that 
this aircraft was doing anything special, 
so they called it an AP-2 Neptune and 
not an RP-2, which would denote recon-
naissance or security,” said the curator. 
“The only external clues to the role of 
the aircraft were extended wing tips tanks 
to house the sensors, extra antenna and a 

solid nose, of which the original aircraft 
had a glass nose.”

The plane was also kept painted in the 
Navy colors and proved to be a very ef-
fective surveillance system, able to house 
much more surveillance equipment, ra-
dios and monitoring devices, as well as 
a crew of up to 15, including pilots and 
ASA agents.

The program ran from 1965 to 1972, 
but as the Vietnam War began to wind 
down and the mission was no longer re-
quired, the Army returned the aircraft to 
the Navy, but the Navy allowed the Army 
to keep one, which now sits on the lawn of 
the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

our beneficiaries. We also want to ensure everyone feels 
safe when they walk through the front doors,” said Lt. 
Col. Jon Baker, LAHC Commander. “We are employing a 
number of methods in a comprehensive security program 

to ensure improved safety.”
Baker said that in addition to the security methods al-

ready in place at LAHC, new improvements will be made 
to include bollards around the exterior of the building, 
vulnerability assessments, along with the hiring of secu-
rity guards.

“LAHC has served the Fort Rucker community with 
high-quality care in a safe atmosphere for generations,” 
said Baker. “We want to maintain that safe and secure 
healing environment, and with these additional security 
features we hope this will provide an extra layer of ease 
for everyone in our clinic.” 

porting for the close to 33 years 
of my career – without you guys 
I wouldn’t be where I’m at to-
day.”

Babine began his career in civil 
service in 1984 as an equipment 
illustrator at Cairns Army Air-
field with the U.S. Army Aviation 
Board, and produced graphic art 
for both his primary organiza-
tion, as well as for the U.S. Army 

Technical Test Center. During his 
time there from 1984 to 1996, he 
produced graphics that included 
two-dimensional technical il-
lustrations of Aviation systems 
and sub-systems, brochures, fine 
art graphics, illustrations, and 
computer generated graphics and 
animations.

“My job was basically to help 
Army Aviators get what they 
need from anywhere from fine art 
graphic design to charts, graphs 

and other instructional material 
to help keep the Soldiers alive on 
the battlefield,” said the inductee. 
“That’s what my calling was – to 
support the Army Aviator.”

In 1996, he was assigned to 
the MVISC training division of 
the Directorate of Plans, Train-
ing Mobilization and Security 
as a visual information specialist 
where he produced graphics and 
visual graphic designs per cus-
tomer requests.

The Order of St. Michael rec-
ognizes individuals who have 
contributed significantly to the 
promotion of Army Aviation in 
ways that stand out in the eyes 
of the recipient’s seniors, subor-
dinates and peers, and Calchera 
said Babine has done that and 
more throughout his career.

“I’ve known Jeff for 28 years 
– back when I was a captain 
working here – and to me, Jeff 
is a cornerstone of Fort Rucker,” 

he said. “We really appreciate all 
of his talents and we’re glad that 
Army Aviation was able to capi-
talize on some of those through-
out his career.” 

Babine, who is a professional 
artist by trade with two degrees 
in studio art, retired from civil 
service in May. He is proficient 
in oil paints, acrylics, water 
color, inks, charcoal and pencil 
art, and said he plans to continue 
working on his art in his studio.

“We need things fast because the enemy is continuing 
to adapt,” he added.

Modernization priorities for Aviation also include Fu-
ture Vertical Lift and Future Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tems.

Ellis Golson, director of the Concepts, Experiments 
and Analysis Directorate for USAACE, spoke about the 
operating environment, including changes in the concept 
of war.

“You’ve heard about Multi-Domain Battle. Essentially 

you have land, maritime, air, cyber and space—five dif-
ferent domains. All of them are contested,” Golson said. 
“Contested does not mean denied, it means we’re going to 
have to work through it.”

Much effort has been made to deny the U.S. access into 
areas, and one of the contributing factors is “we can’t get 
there quick enough,” he said.

“We’ve had the luxury of operating without threat from 
the air. We can no longer say that, either from manned as-
sets or from unmanned assets,” Golson said.

The two-day event also included panel sessions with 
experts across the Aviation enterprise. Topics included the 

future force development strategy, and increasing Avia-
tion’s reach, protection and lethality.

The event’s aim was an attempt at transparency in the 
interest of providing combatant commanders with the op-
tions they need, Gayler said.

“We’re not holding our cards so close to our chest that 
you don’t know what we’re thinking. I’m telling you what 
we’re thinking,” he said. “Every time you show a capa-
bility I’m seeing dollar signs, and I’m looking at other 
programs of the 63 inside of our portfolio that will be the 
bill payer, but we do need you, probably more now than 
ever.”
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Aviation
Continued from Page A1

Honor
Continued from Page A1

Entrances
Continued from Page A1

Museum
Continued from Page A1

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.

Visit us online 
at armyflier.com
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

We can help you buy and
sell Real Estate

ANYWHERE!

ONE connection
for all your

Real Estate needs!

We are here for you, your friends, family, and anyone who needs our expertise.
Trusted, Trained, Proven Performance, and Service Driven.

View our website for more photos or to view all the homes on the market!

Smarter Savings.
Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

New listiNg • $101,200

2,000+ sq. ft. • $249,000

$105,000

New coNstructioN • $169,500

4 bedrooms • $183,000
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CAMP BONDSTEEL, Kosovo – Military working 
dogs are well-trained, serious animals that often work 
in difficult, hard-to-access terrain because of their 
maneuverability.

If an MWD gets injured during one a mission in 
Kosovo, the MedEvac Soldiers of Multinational Bat-

TAPA TRAINING AREA, Esto-
nia — U.S. Army Soldiers of the 3rd 
General Support Aviation Battalion, 
10th Aviation Regiment, 10th Com-
bat Aviation Brigade, 10th Mountain 
Division and the 175th Wing, Mary-
land Air National Guard, trained with 
NATO allies during a combined aer-
ial-ground exercise near Jagala Aug. 
10.

The exercise consisted of U.S. CH-
47 Chinooks, escorted by U.S. UH-
60L Black Hawks, dropping off in-
fantrymen with the British army’s 5th 
Battalion, The Rifles, 20th Armored 
Brigade on their mission to secure a 
civilian highway. They were able to 

practice these specific air maneuvers 
the day before during a separate ex-
ercise that seized an objective and 
acquired a high value target at Saase 
Training Area. 

The 3-10th GSAB is currently in 
country as a part of Operation At-
lantic Resolve, a NATO mission in-
volving the U.S. and European allies 
and partners in a combined effort to 
strengthen bonds of friendship and to 
deter aggression.

This event was an opportunity for 
U.S., British, and Estonian soldiers, 
as well as local law enforcement, to 
come together under a unified com-
mand to successfully land A-10 Thun-
derbolt II azircraft in a civilian area. 
British army Lt. Col. Andrew Ridland, 
commander of the Enhanced Forward 
Presence Battle Group, explained the 

importance of combined events like 
this.

“This is all about air-land integra-
tion. This exercise comes a week after 
Vice President Mike Pence visited Es-
tonia and spoke about how Enhanced 
Forward Presence is the embodiment 
of NATO in many respects. What 
we’ve got today is my soldiers work-
ing with American helicopters and 
planes demonstrating operations with 
our allies,” he said

This marks the third time the Mary-
land Air National Guard has been 
able to complete this event success-
fully, thanks to the teamwork between 
U.S., British and Estonian forces on 
the ground, said U.S. Army Lt. Col. 
Spencer Burkhalter, deputy chief of 

See bonds, Page B4

CAMP TAJI MILITARY COMPLEX, 
Iraq – Soldiers from the 29th Combat Avia-
tion Brigade and the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion’s 1st Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry 
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, Task 
Force Red Falcon, were hosted at Camp 
Taji Military Complex July 19 by their Iraqi 
partners to conduct joint training to create a 
foundation for further operational coopera-
tion and interoperability between the two or-
ganizations. 

The planning session began with both the 
paratroopers and Iraqi Security Forces shar-
ing tactics, techniques and procedures for 
quick reaction force situations. 

“Today’s training and planning session 
was a culmination of almost three months 
working with our Iraqi partners,” said Capt. 

Logan Reed, the 29th CAB’s Iraqi partner-
ship officer. 

This event also included a dry-run exercise 
in which Task Force Red Falcon Paratroop-
ers and the ISF worked together to set up a 
security perimeter on a 29th CAB CH-47F 
Chinook provided by B Company, 2-149th 

General Support Aviation Battalion, operat-
ing as part of Task Force Rough Rider.

“Training at the lowest level is essential 
for fluidity on the battlefield,” said 1st Lt. 
Max Wiese, an infantry officer assigned to C 
Co., 1-325th AIR, 2nd BCT.

The 29th CAB Soldiers also assisted their 

Iraqi counterparts with improving their radio 
capabilities to allow for both Iraqi and U.S. 
aviation operations centers to digitally talk 
with one another. 

“We assisted in bridging the communica-
tion gap between Iraqi army aviation head-
quarters and the 29th CAB, both located at 
Camp Taji,” said Reed. 

Spc. Andrew Minter, a radio-telephone 
operator from the 29th CAB, acknowledged 
that working with his Iraqi counterparts was 
an “eye opening experience” as they ex-
changed information regarding communica-
tions equipment.

The 29th CAB will continue working with 
their Iraqi army aviation counterparts as they 
continue to build upon successes in training 
and on the battlefield. 

“We look forward to continuing this vital 
partnership as we assist the ISF in defeating 
ISIS and building their capabilities,” said 
Reed.

The 29th CAB supports Combined Joint 
Task Force -Operation Inherent Resolve by 
providing aviation assets, offensive strike 
capability, operational and logistical support. 
CJTF-OIR is the Coalition to defeat ISIS in 
Iraq and Syria.

29th CAB 

Members of the Iraqi security force load onto a CH-47F Chinook fielded by the 29th Combat Aviation 
Brigade at Camp Taji Military Complex, Iraq, July 19. 

Photo by Capt. Stephen James

Two AH-64 Apaches land at Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 7 while an F-16 Fighting Falcon taxis behind them. Soldiers of the 4-2nd Attack Reconnaissance Battalion, 2nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade participated in a joint forward-arming and refueling point to support their battalion’s aircraft during a live-fire, air-to-sea interdiction and attack exercise near Kunsan. 

Photo by Air Force Senior Amn. Michael Hunsaker 

AIRPOWER

By Capt. Stephen James
For Army News Service

By Pfc. Nicholas Vidro
7th Mobile Public Affairs 
Detachment 

STRENGTHENING BONDS
A British soldier with the 5th Battalion, The Rifles, 20th Armored Brigade, pulls security in front of a 10th CAB UH-60L Black Hawk 
during a training exercise at Saase, Estonia, Aug. 9. 

Photo by Pfc. Nicholas Vidro

See dogs, Page B4

By Staff Sgt. Nicholas Farina
Kosovo Force Multinational Battle Group – East
Public Affairs

WHEN 
DOGS 
FLY
K9s, handlers, 
MedEvac Soldiers 
conduct hoist training

Sgt. Bruce Brickleff, 131st Military Working Dog Detachment, 
709th Military Police Battalion, 18th Military Police Brigade 
out of Grafenwoehr, Germany, and Buri get prepped for hoist 
training.

Photo by Spc. Derrik Tribbey

Soldiers expand 
partnership with 
Iraqi security forces

U.S., British soldiers seamlessly integrate forces in Estonian exercise



ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

MERCHANDISE

HEALTH PRODUCTS

PETS & ANIMALS

CATS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FARM & DAIRY PRODUCTS

FRESH PRODUCE

FARMER’S MARKET

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION,TRAINING & LIBRARY

GENERAL

GENERAL GENERAL

HEALTHCARE

INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
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Want Your Ad
To Stand Out?
Use An Attractor
Or Use Bold Print

In Your Ad

Classified
can sell it!

CALL
TODAY!

Meadow Lawn Memorial in Enterprise
$3999. for 2 lots Call: 334-347-2754

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

LOST CAT with NO TAIL
and dark fur with light

spots.
$300 REWARD.

Call 334-477-6589 / 1146.

AKC Brittany Spaniels Puppies
liver/white & orange/white
Ready Mid September

F/$500 & M/$400 334-470-0686

Chocolate bully male, 5 months. Very playful/
affectionate. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

F1 GOLDEN DOODLE PUPPIES
Male and Females - Ready September 16th
Call Ken 334-303-0662 Check us out on FB
or www.cypressspringkennels.com

Young Black/Brindle Lab Mix. Energetic,
Playful. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Mature Tan Pit Bull Mix. Loving, Playful, Gentle.
Big Heart. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

Happy Lab Mix. Perfect Family Companion.
Good natured. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Mature Brindle Bully mix. Protective Companion/
Loves fetch. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

S.E. ALABAMA KENNEL CLUB
Good Manners Obedience,
Confirmation classes, $50. for 6 weeks
Rally /Agility Intro. $75. Shots required
Starting Sept. 5th . Call 334-790-6226 or

334-790-7974 or 850-547-2370

U pick Muscadines
@Maria’s Vineyard 3940 Fortner St.
in Dothan r Call 702-0679 q

û FRESH GREEN PEANUTS û
Call: 850-352-2199 Or 850-573-6594
Peanut Shack 4128 Hwy 231

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Home grown tomatoes, shell
peas, butter beans and

other fresh vegetables available!
Hwy 52 Malvern 334-793-6690

Delivery
Driver

McLane Company, one of the largest grocery wholesale
companies in the nation, is looking for Delivery Drivers

to join our Dothan, Alabama Team.

Our Delivery Drivers are responsible for delivering
customer orders to retail locations in the Alabama,

South Georgia and Florida Panhandle areas. Our drivers
enjoy excellent home time, team delivery routes,
TOP driver wages (75K average first year) , guaranteed
minimum pay of $1,000 a week, excellent benefits

and a very lucrative 401k retirement plan.

The ideal driver applicant will hold a Class "A" CDL,
a minimum of 50,000 miles driving experience, good
MVR record, knowledgeable of DOT rules and able to
pass a DOT physical and drug screen. Route delivery

experience is preferred, but not required.

If you meet these qualifications and wish to apply for a
driving position with us, please visit our website at

www.mclaneco.com
and click on careers.

E.O.E.

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small
Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
334-389-2003

Immediate need for Aviation
Adjunct Instructors and

Substitutes for DAY CLASSES!

Avionics Technology
1. Associate’s degree or equivalent.

2. Six years of full time work experience
in avionics or closely related field.

3. FCC General Radiotelephone certificate
or able to obtain certificate within one

year of employment.

Apply Online Today!
www.escc.edu

Enterprise State Community College is an EOE

NOW HIRING
Nightshift DSI

Mon. - Fri. & Some Saturdays
Starting Rate- Nights - $9.50
90 Days Rate- $11.30

We offer steady full time positions with a
stable company that has a history of no
lay-offs, we offer an excellent work

environment, and competitive benefits.

Must Be At Least 18 Years of Age.
Must Have Prior Work Experience of
12 Mo. in Workforce with 6 Mo. at One
Given Job. Referral Bonuses Available!
Pre-Employment Drug Screen Required.

Apply At Our Website:
www.waynefarms.com
Click on Careers, & Apply now
Click on Location & select

Alabama - Jack (Enterprise) plant
Click on "Line Associate", on

"Apply Now" & on "Create Account"
We are approximately 10 miles North
of Enterprise, 24 miles from Troy.

From 167 turn on Co. Rd. 114. For more
information please call 334-897-1009
"An Equal Opportunity Employer" M/F/D/V .

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING SERVICES
Summary: The employee is responsible for
supervising the activities of the Engineering
department and Airport. Ensures building
permits are issued and inspections are
carried out properly. Coordinates meetings
for the planning commission, board of
adjustments and site review committee.
Carries out bidding process for all City de-
partments. Oversees traffic control device
maintenance and street light maintenance
and installation. Ensures the airport is oper-
ating properly. Coordinates public nuisance
abatements. Ensures city buildings are
maintained properly. Supervises depart-
ment employees and ensures department
operates within approved budget.

Minimum Qualifications:
Must possess a bachelor’s degree in
Engineering or related field and at least
seven years of experience in general
construction. Must be able to work
non-standard hours as needed and
possess a valid driver’s license.

STARTING SALARY:
Depends on Qualifications

OPENING DATE:
AUGUST 8TH, 2017
CLOSING DATE:
AUGUST 22ND, 2017

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
HUMAN RESOURCES

CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,
AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE.

Twitchell Technical Products, LLC is
expanding and has immediate openings
for the following positions in our
Dothan, Alabama facility:

Purchasing Manager
Candidates must have a minimum of 7

years of experience in leading a fast-paced
Purchasing department. A Bachelor’s degree
in Business, Accounting, Management,
Supply Chain Management or related

discipline is required. Candidates must be
fluent in Microsoft Office, particularly Excel.
Preferred candidates will have supervisory
skills, organizational experience, and the
ability to multi-task. Plastic and Polymer

knowledge is a plus.

Operations Manager
A Bachelor’s degree in Engineering, Business,

Operational Management or related
discipline is required as well as 7-10 years
of experience as an Operations Manager in
a large manufacturing company. Textile
experience is preferred. Candidates must
have working knowledge in Microsoft Office
including Excel. This position supervises
over 250 employees & has control over

multiple departments.

Environment, Health &
Safety Manager

A Bachelor’s Degree in Chemistry, Biology,
Engineering or related discipline is required.
A minimum of 5 years of related Safety/
Health is required. Qualified candidates
must be able to develop and implement
EHS systems. Preferred candidates will
have experience in OSHA requirements,

Environmental compliance
and Safety Programs.

Twitchell has a rich benefits package
including Health and Dental insurance,
401k and match, vacation, company paid
life insurance, holidays and many others.

Please send resumes to
hr@twitchellcorp.com.
Twitchell Technical Products
4031 Ross Clark Circle
Dothan, Alabama 36303

EOE/Drug Free Workplace.

Oxford Health Care has immediate
openings for the following positions in
DOTHAN AND OPELIKA
∂ Branch Manager
∂ RN Supervisor

∂ LPN’S
∂ Personal Care &
∂ Home Attendant

Experience in Medicaid Waiver a plus.

∂ Please send resume to the following:
cxellis@helpathome.com

334-673-7949

Twitchell Technical Products, LLC is
expanding and has immediate openings
for the following positions in our
Dothan, Alabama facility:

Technical Manager
We are searching for a Technical Director to
lead our technology strategy to establish the
company’s technical vision and lead all
aspects of development as it relates to
Product Development, Product Quality and
Technical Customer Service. Qualified

candidates must have a bachelor’s degree in
Chemistry, Engineering, Industrial technology
or other related curriculums. The Technical
Director must have a minimum of 15 years of
Product Development and a minimum of 5
years of customer and quality processes.
Must be able to apply analytical skills to
meet quality, service and project standards,
strong business writing skills, presentation
skills and extensive knowledge of the
process and existing product and

end use applications.

Storeroom Coordinator
Twitchell is searching for a Storeroom

Coordinator to manage the inventory of the
Storeroom including receiving inventory,
including verifying receipts from packing
slips, BOLs and other documentation

against purchase orders. This position will
also be responsible for inventory counts,
ordering parts for the manufacturing
departments, shipping outbound goods
such as parts requiring repairing or return

of goods among other skills. The
Storeroom Coordinator will supervise the
Storeroom Clerk. Qualified candidates will
have a minimum of 2 years of work
experience in inventory management,
working with electronic inventory

management and a forklift license or the
ability to obtain a license and a current
driver’s license. Must have excellent
Microsoft Office skills including Excel.

Storeroom Clerk
This position will receive all purchases,

tag inventory and location with
appropriate part numbers; assist

manufacturing in identifying needed parts
and supplies. Must be proficient in use
of Microsoft Office including Excel.
Good communication skills in person

and on phone or email.

To apply for any of these
positions email your resume
to hr@twitchellcorp.com

Or Complete an application at
4031 Ross Clark Circle

"Human Resources Office"
EOE/Drug Free Workplace.

± HVAC MECHANIC ±
PRIDE INDUSTRIES - FT. RUCKER, AL
PRIDE Industries is a fast-paced company
with a mission: To Create Jobs for People
with Disabilities while providing high quality,
value-added solutions to our nationwide

customers.

The HVAC Mechanic performs a variety of
technical tasks related to installing,

maintaining and repairing heating, cooling,
ventilation and related systems.

Qualifications include a minimum of 3 years
of experience in the installation and repair
of commercial HVAC systems, refrigeration
equipment, and chilled water systems

ranging from 2 to 20 ton HVAC systems and
5 to 300 ton chilled water systems. Able to
troubleshoot electrical systems on all
related equipment as well as install and
troubleshoot VFD’s. Universal EPA and 410A

certifications required.

Pride offers a regular work schedule Monday
through Friday with occasional overtime and
on-call requirements, as needed, as well as a
competitive pay rate of $24.54 per hour in
addition to $6.00 per hour to be applied to

pay for benefits, add to your
401K retirement plan, or paid as wages.

If you are interested in working for this
unique organization that blends business
with a social mission, please apply online

at www.prideindustries.com.
PRIDE Industries is a VEVRAA federal

contractor committed to creating a diverse
environment and is proud to be an equal

opportunity employer. All qualified applicants
will receive consideration for employment
without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
gender, identity or expression, sexual

orientation, national origin, marital status,
genetics, disability, age, or veteran status.

Visit our website to learn more!
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BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADULT CARE

ADVERTISING

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUDIO SERVICES

BUSH HOGGING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS HOME IMPROVEMENTS

POWER WASHING

POWER WASHING

TREE SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

BUY IT!
SELL IT! FIND IT!

Need a New Home?
Check out the Classifieds

Complete CareGivers
In Home Elder Care Service

Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

A Division of Business Media Group LLC
Medical Alert Systems

for Stay At Home or People on The Go.
Locally owned Call: Jim or Connie for details.

334-618-9604 or 334-618-9273

POOLE
ASPHALT & CONCRETE

û û û
Driveways Parking Lots
Access Roads Building Slabs
Side Walks Curbs
Backhoe Work Dozer Work
Dump Truck Fill Dirt

Any & All Asphalt & Concrete Needs
Call 334-492-2235
Dothan, AL

Roy Poole Brent Poole
Estimator Owner

CHAD’s USED CARS
û Buy Here û Pay Hereû
OVER 50 CARS to choose from
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s
We appreciate your business !!!

NEED BUSH HOGGING?
CALL MR. BUSH HOG
334-618-5833

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

P FLOWERS MAINTENANCE P
HOME REPAIR

ù Sheetrock ù Carpentry ù Hot Water ù
ù Ceiling Fans ù Sinks and Faucets ù
ùWindow Repair AND MORE!

Call us for your Large & Small
Remodling and Repairs.
r 334-796-4225

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

HUSBAND FOR HIRE
Full Serice Company
û 35 YEARS EXP . û

*Ceiling fans * Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry * Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
Odd Jobs to Big Jobs

Ask for Paul HFHS LLC
334-790-2659
Locally Owned

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

POPCORN CEILING REMOVAL
* PAINTING * TRIM *
* DRYWALL REPAIRS *

35 years experience ( Licensed & Insured )
r Free Estimates q

Call: Joe 352-228-7041 Local

Rotten Wood - Decks - Painting - Doors
r Call about Interior painting specials q
Free Estimates Competitive Pricing,

Licensed & Insured
Enterprise Based
334-494-6596

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR
Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û
û Water Proofing & Insurance Work û

(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards
References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING
LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof@ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!
FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available
rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649

Licensed & Insured

A-1 Tree Service
Licensed ∂ Bonded

& Insured
∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation

∂ Lawn Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing
∂ Land Clearing

Call for your FREE estimate!
334-400-4959
30 years of Experience

Accepting all major credit cards
Quality you can count on with people you
can trust for a price you can’t beat!

Tree Removal • Pruning
Grinding & Remove Tree Stumps

Lot & Land Clearing
Concrete & Driveway Removal

Storm Damage

Licensed & Bonded
334-435-4845

Tree Removal ù Pruning ù Grinding
& Remove Tree Stumps ù Land & Lot Clearing
Concrete/Driveway Removal * Storm Damage

Licensed & Bonded 334-435-4845

GENERAL

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

HOMES FOR SALE

VACATION PROPERTIES

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRAVEL TRAILER LOTS FOR RENT

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?
It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives
and they will be glad to assist you.

We provide a full range of employment
solutions that include full-time, temporary,
and part-time employment in a wide range
of positions, including professional,
commercial, and administrative.

∂ CONSTRUCTION WORKER
∂ A & B CDL DRIVERS
∂ PAINTERS
∂ WELDERS
∂ ADMIN ASSISTANTS
∂ GENERAL LABORERS

APPLY ONLINE AT
WWW.EXPRESSPROS.COM/DOTHANAL
OR CALL US AT 334-671-1315

2-10 acre tract
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

Arce Lots for Sale-Headland
OWNER FINANCE AVAILABLE
Central water and electric pole included.
$12,900 per ac. lot. OBO Call: 386-312-6363

Blakely area: 70 +- acre farm , beautiful crop-
land mixed with timber. Long frontage on
Hwy. 39 & White Chandler Rd. Great for home
sites, pasture or farming. $2200 per acre.
293 acre irrigated farm , High quality crop
land, 2 pivots, beautiful timber, great hunting
Contact Allied Land & Timber 1-800-590-6439

3BR/2BA, Estate Sale, 2300sf,
2623 Halls Mill Rd. (off Trawick Rd.)
Dothan, large lot, part furnished.

$75,000 334-794-7104.

Beautiful 3BR/2BA Dothan
home on quiet cul-de-sac,
huge fenced backyard,

separate apartment in back
of the property $115k Call 334-805-0781

GREAT PLACE TO LIVE
r 334-678-8961

Houses 2, 3, & 4BR, Dbl. & Single Wide
(Rental or Owner Financing)

Rehobeth/Wicksburg/Hartford/Slocomb

Like new home off Blackmon Road. Sits on
one acre. Privacy fence with large workshop.
4BR/3B. Trey ceilings, gas fireplace, stainless
appl., tiled backsplash in kitchen with under
counter lighting. Formal DR, eat-in kitchen.
Laundry room, two car garage. House is 8 yrs.
old. Back porch w/swing over looks a manicured

lawn. $230,000. Call now (334)685-2706

MUST SELL QUICKLY!!
197 Blair Lane, Rehobeth Schools, corner lot,
3BR/2.5BA, split floor plan, over 2000SF,
AC only 2 years old, no HOA, eliminate the
middle man, selling due to health!

$190,000 FIRM Call 334-596-4366

Two Homes for the Price of One!
Located in Bascom Florida on 5 Acres
1 Home Completely Remodeled

1 Home 1910 "Jo and Chip Fixer Upper"
Call 850-892-5919 or 850-259-6699

LAKE EUFAULA HOUSE
3BR/2BA $79,900 owner finance $647. mo.
White Oak Shores Lakefront Subdivision
Members only Boatramp, Docks,
Swim Pools and Clubhouse

www.ownerfinancedothan.com
Call: 334-798-5555 814 White Oak Drive

3BR/2BA mobile home with brick skirting on
7.6 acres of open and wooded terrain at 3149
N Hwy 123, Ariton, AL. Home is handicap
accessible. Living and dining room combo
with wood burning fireplace. New roof and
newly remodeled master bath. Bedrooms are
split and kitchen has bar and extra seating
area which could be used as a breakfast area.
Porches on front and back. Back porch is a
spacious 18 x 32 feet with 67 x 22 aluminum
trusses which also houses a 4 car carport. All
furniture remains including 2 televisions.
8x10 and 10x12 storage buildings remain on
the property which is located in Ariton school
district. You must see this lovely property!
Asking $134,000 Call: 334-618-4000

FSBO 1994 Spiral Mobile Home 2BR/2BA, ideal
for lakehouse or college student, 16’x72’ , must
be moved, 2 porches/1 screened, some furni-
ture available, all appliances including W/D,
double panel window, well insulated, good con-
dition. $13,900 OBO Call 334-566-2963 or 334-
465-5287

rWill pay top dollar
for used

$$$ MOBILE HOMES $$$
334-685-0889

2006, 35 ft. Outback Travel Trailer with slide-
out, sleeps 6, stand-up shower, good tires. In
excellent condtion, looks brand new. Call 334-
726-3435.

Montana 2015 5th Wheel , 6 slides, like new,
sleeps 6. Asking $45,000 Call 334-677-3759

Bounder by Fleetwood 2004 36S : Ford V10,
58000 miles, 2 Slides, Automatic leveling sys-
tem, Rear camera, Onan Generator 5500, 2 flat
screen TVs $36,000. 334-718-0113/0114

Damon 2002 Ultra Sport Motor Home, 39½ ft.
Always been sheltered, side by side refrigera-
tor, washer & dryer, 2-slide outs, electric
awning, diesel engine, 17K miles,
$35,000 Call: 850-352-9962.

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $58,500.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Rockwood 2015 Mini-lite
Travel Trailer, Model
2503s, 25.9ft, Fiberglass
exterior, 1 slide, huge
bathroom and shower,
queen size murphy bed,

garage kept, New 2018 2503s Model MSRP
$31,000 EXCELLENT CONDITIO N
Priced To Sell $17,995 Call: 334-703-2500

Chevrolet 1972 C10 PU:
Blue. Lowered. Long wheel
base. New 350 cubic
inch motor w/less than
20,000 miles. Dual exhaust
with headers. Chrome
bumpers. Custom wheels.

Pioneer sound system and more. REAL CLEAN.
$8,500 firm (cash only). Call or text A.J. at (334)
369-9625

Dodge 1965 D100 Pickup , slant 6-225 engine
original drive train, Collector used vehicle,
Good exterior, excellent interior condition
48,000 miles, Appraised value $22,500.
Call or text Oscar (334) 791-1356
serious inquiries only.

Chevrolet 1976 Corvette Stingray, T-tops, red,
350 automatic, totally unrestored, factory paint
and interior, drives like new car, 96k miles, ga-
rage kept $13,000 OBO Call 229-220-1537

Ford 1970 Mustang , 6 cyl engine original drive
train, one owner collector vehicle, excellent
condition, 150,000 miles, Appraised value
$20,000 Call or text Oscar at (334) 791-1356 se-
rious inquiries only.

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

Pontiac 2008 G6, new
tires, 76k miles, 2 owner,
clean. $5995.
Call 334-790-7959.

2007 Suzuki boulevard, looks and runs like
brand new, lots of extras $2800 Call 850-592-
2881

Harley Davidson 2008 Roadking, FLHP 103CU.
IN. twin cam, 27k miles. Asking $9000 Dothan
Call 334-792-0708

Yamaha 2006 V-Star 1100 , 4200 miles, saddle
bags, helmets, red with silver flames, great
shape, ready to ride $3295 Call 334-794-9082 or
334-790-6595

BMW 2001 X5 suv, loaded, leather, navigation,
one owner, 99k miles, like new. $8275. Call 334-
790-7959.

Kia 2011 Sorento , V6 auto engine, 78k miles,
extra clean, like new, 3rd row seats, must see,
one owner, well maintained $12,000
Call 334-718-4990 lv. message.

Chevrolet 1986 El Camino , one owner, body in
good shape, has original paint, engine needs
some work, 2 tone blue w/cloth interior. $2500
Call 334-677-3928

Chevrolet 2006 Colorado ,
silver, 4 cylinder, cold ac,
automatic, cruise control,
tilt steering wheel, power
steering, power brake,

toolbox, 46k miles, AM/FM/BT/USB radio
$6995 Call 334-684-3273

Trailer 6x10 with V front , like new, white,
motorcycle rack, 2 spare ties with chrome
rims, 205/75D15, 5 lug $2200. 334-449-2794.

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
Call Jim 334-379-4953
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the Office of Defense Cooperation in Tallinn. 
“The planning took over six months to make this happen 

as successfully as in the past. On the Estonian side, there 
was a lot of groundwork to cover. Their military police 
worked with local police to close this road. On the Ameri-

can side, the A-10 pilots planned the flight mission. In ad-
dition to those elements, the British component provided 
security for the airfield in an assault exercise conducted 
before landing,” he said.

After the British infantrymen created a defensive perim-
eter around the area, the Warthogs began their descent, and 
after landing were assessed by a maintenance crew before 

taking off on the same strip. Ridland spoke on how this 
military display affects the public perception in Estonia.

“Here you have many people, families and the like, and 
for them this is an exciting thing to see. It’s also a reas-
surance to the public that NATO is here, their country is 
secure, and they don’t need to worry about anything,” he 
said.

tle Group – East will come to its aid like 
any other service member in need of medi-
cal attention.

In order to remain proficient in this 
specific capability, medical Aviators and 
MWD handlers of MNGB-East teamed 
up to carry out canine hoist training with 
a UH-60 MedEvac crew Aug. 1 on Camp 
Bondsteel.

Hoisting capabilities can get injured 
MWDs out of those hard-to-access areas 
they tend to work in.

“We have the hoist capabilities and we 
can hoist up to a maximum height of 295 
feet,” said Sgt. Zachary Smith, MNBG-
East standardization instructor and criti-
cal care flight paramedic for Detachment 
1, C Company, 1st Battalion, 169th Avia-
tion Regiment of the Oklahoma National 
Guard. “It doesn’t really matter where you 
are. We should be able to get you with the 
tools that we have.”

If a, MWD team was out in a mountain-
ous area where there is no landing zone 
and something happened to the canine 
service member, whether it hurt its foot, 
stepped on a mine or was so sick that it 
could no longer perform its job, a MedE-
vac can come in to hoist them out of there, 
Smith explained.

The MWD and its handler are hoisted 
together using a 420C rescue device, said 
Smith. It is used for canines because it has 
a small seat that allows handlers to pin the 
MWDs in between themselves and the 
seat. It allows for less movement of the 
dog.

Master Sgt. Bruce Brickleff, MNBG-
East kennel and MWD handler for the 
131st Military Working Dog Detachment 
out of Grafenwoehr, Germany, said the 
hoist training serves as a way to familiar-
ize the dogs with the aircraft, as well as 
getting lifted up into the helicopter. It also 
trains the MedEvac Soldiers on how to 
maneuver the MWD team into the Black 
Hawk once hoisted up.

Brickleff and his MWD, Staff Sgt. Buri, 
who is a male Belgian Malinois mix, were 
hoisted together several times during the 
training. “He has full and total trust in me 
as the handler and knows that I am not go-
ing to let any harm get to him.”

When it comes to hoisting a canine into 
a helicopter, special safety equipment is 
used and certain aspects are taken into 
consideration. 

Brickleff goes over the precautions as 
they prepare to be hoisted up. Weather is 
usually a factor. During this day’s train-
ing in particular, the heat was a concern. 
Dogs can overheat, so he ensures Buri is 
drinking water. He monitors the interac-
tions between Buri and the other Soldiers 
participating in the training. He observes 
the preparation for hoisting as the MedE-
vac Soldiers on the ground use d-rings 
and harnesses to properly secure them 

into the 420C. 
Buri is outfitted with canine-specific eye 

protection called “Doggles” and a muzzle.
“It’s fun to use the Doggles,” said Capt. 

Jarrod Miller,  MNBG-East veterinary of-
ficer and a field service veterinarian for 
Task Force Med., 21st Combat Support 
Hospital out of Fort Hood, Texas.

Soldiers wear eye protection when con-
ducting training and operations with a 
helicopter. This includes canine service 
members, said Miller.

It is also good to have the MWD wear 
a muzzle during possible stress-inducing 
training conditions, Miller assured. If the 
dog gets stressed around the intensity of 
the helicopter while working with unfa-
miliar personnel, such as a crew chief, the 
muzzle eliminates risks.

Miller has personally worked with canine 
hoist training in the past, but this was his 

first time actually watching it take place. 
He explained that the canine hoist training 
is something that’s been developing within 
the last several years. MWD Handlers and 
veterinarians brainstormed with Medevac 
Soldiers on how to evacuate canines if 
they are in a hard-to-access location. This 
capability is up and coming. Aviators and 
dog handlers are working with MWD hoist 
procedures a lot more now.

The ability to hoist an MWD team via 
MedEvac helicopter out of an otherwise 
inaccessible area allows for MNBG-East 
to protect a valuable and multi-faceted 
force asset.

“Their primary mission here is they are 
a force multiplier. They can go essentially 
anywhere,” said Miller.

“We are here to assist in any way pos-
sible that we can, in accordance with our 
regulation,” Brickleff assured.
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Dogs

Sgt. Bruce Brickleff, MNBG-East kennel master, and Buri exit a UH-60 Black Hawk.
Photo by Staff Sgt. Nicholas Farina

Continued from Page B1
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FIFTH ANUAL BENEFIT

at the Ozark Civic Center
Evening includes heavy Hors d’oeuvres and Entertainment.

DALE MEDICAL CENTER
featuring

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. • Program Begins at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets: $50 — Sponsorship info available at 334-774-26-1 ext.1251

Tickets may be purchased at: Dale Medical Center Business Office or Administration
Proceeds from the event benefit the Dr. L. B. McLaughlin Memorial Fund

Ivan Pecel
the award winning

juggler
comedian
performer
entertainer

PRE-QUALIFIED FOR YOUR LOAN AT TIMWHITEHEADFORTHEPEOPLE.COM

(334) 347-8906 • 1-800-239-8906
GET

Jason Keen
Retired Sgt. 1st Class

DODGE
CHALLENGER

HELLCAT
WAS $70,180

$57,980
20 7
J P

WRANG E
N M T D
S OR

LEASE FOR $359 PER MONTH FOR 36 MONTHS WITH
$0 DOWN PAYMENT, FIRST PAYMENT DUE AT SIGNING, SECURITY DEPOSIT

TAX TITLE AND LICENSE EXTRA, 10,000 PER MILE LEASE A YEAR. STARTING AT MSRP $38,245



Shop

The modern library is more than 
just a haven for avid readers to es-
cape into tales of faraway lands, 
but more of a resource for com-
munity members to utilize in all 
aspects of life, and Fort Rucker’s 
Center Library is no different.

The Center Library has more 
than just books to keep people en-
tertained, offering 22 high-speed 
public access internet computers, 
WiFi, study areas, reading pro-
grams and activities throughout 
the month to keep people coming 
back.

One of the libraries most pop-
ular events, the Mad Scientist 
Workshop, will return today with 
two sessions from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
and 4:30-5:30 p.m. The event will 
feature Fizzy Chemistry and will 
have focuses on science, technol-
ogy, engineering, art and math, 
according to Cameron Hill, Cen-
ter Library youth librarian.

“We wanted to put something 
like this on also because we have 
a lot of programs for younger 
kids, but not for a lot of older 
children, and a lot of these con-
cepts are missing in some schools 
today, especially with art,” she 
said. “There is a big need in the 
job market today for science and 

technology positions, and chil-
dren want to learn about these 
things. Hopefully this will build 
on the concepts that they already 
know and they can work and 
grow on it.”

This isn’t the first Mad Scien-
tist Workshop that the library has 
hosted, and parents like Mimosa 
Whiting, military spouse, said 
these are the kinds of events that 
she likes to bring her children to.

“We have a keen interest in 
science, and since they’re home 
schooled our opportunities to do 
scientific experiments are limited, 

so I thought this would be a great 
opportunity to have a hands-on 
scientific experiment with other 
kids,” she said during a previous 
workshop. “I’m happy that the 
Fort Rucker library is offering 
this type of thing for older kids 
– it’s nice to see something that’s 
geared toward middle-school 
aged kids.”

In addition to events throughout 
the month, the library also hosts 
weekly programs that people can 
take advantage of. The library 
hosts a weekly story time every 
Friday from 10:15 to 11 a.m., 

which is a free program that helps 
to introduce reading to children 
ages 2-5. Library staff will read 
a story followed by a coloring or 
crafting activity.

There are also book clubs for 
teens and adults that people can 
take part in. The Center Library 
Adult Book Club meets every 
third Tuesday from 5-6 p.m., and 
people are invited to come and 
discuss their favorite genre or au-
thor.

The Teen Book Club, for ages 
13-17, meets every third Thurs-
day from 5:30-6:30 p.m. where 
teens can discover a new favorite 
author and participate in activi-
ties.

Also, teens and children are 
welcome to take advantage of 
the youth rooms that opened 
earlier in the year, which feature 
the library’s Picture Book and 
Early Reader collection, and also 
houses areas that cater to creative 
learning and interaction between 
parents and their children.

There will also be a World War 
I Book Club, which will meet 
Aug. 24 at 5 p.m., to commemo-
rate the 100th anniversary of the 
U.S.’s entry into World War I. 
During the meeting, “Cataclysm” 
by David Stevenson will be the 
book of discussion.

If people are in the market for 

a little less reading and a bit more 
hands-on work, Yarn It Darn It 
returns Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. 
where people can create projects 
for every skill level from begin-
ner to expert. The event is free 
and open to ages 10 and up.

The library will also host a 
Game-A-Thon Aug. 31 from 
4-5:30 p.m. where people can 
enjoy family-friendly games. No 
registration is required.

The library also partners with 
other organizations to bring 
events and educational opportuni-
ties to its patrons. In conjunction 
with the Alabama Humanities 
Foundation, the library will host 
the Literature and Veteran Expe-
rience Aug. 29 at 5:30 p.m.

The veteran-led program is 
geared toward veterans and ac-
tive-duty military to provide an 
opportunity to meet and discuss 
readings from books, short sto-
ries, poems and personal accounts 
of their choice within a safe envi-
ronment. Registration is limited 
to the first 15 participants.

In addition to the events and 
activities the library hosts, the 
library also houses a collection 
of books, DVDs, audio-books, 
video games, foreign language 
learning material and more.

For more information, call 255-
3885.
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Community vigilant guard
Army, FEMA train 
for disaster relief in 
southwest
Story on Page C4

Samantha and Jacob Baguley, military family members, enjoy sharing stories in the 
newly renovated children’s room during the Center Library’s grand reopening Jan. 11.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Whether people are looking for a place to get their ve-
hicles serviced or repaired, or even if they’d like to do it 
themselves – or learn to -- the Fort Rucker Auto Skills Cen-
ter is a one-stop shop for most automotive needs.

For those just needing basic maintenance who aren’t 
interested in doing it themselves, there’s the Quick Lube 
service.

“The Quick Lube offers customers the convenience of a 
quick lube oil change, combined with the quality and value 
patrons would expect from a [Fort Rucker Directorate of 
Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation] activity,” said 
Tina Barber, ASC program manager.

Quick Lube features standard or synthetic oil changes, 
fluid top off and multi-point visual vehicle inspection while 
the customer waits. Customers can also purchase oil, fil-
ters, brake fluid, antifreeze and other common automotive 
maintenance products. 

The Quick Lube Program also offers personally-owned 
vehicle inspections. Hours of operation are Monday-Fri-
day from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Patrons are advised to call 
ahead to schedule their quick lube service.

For members if the do-it-yourself crowd, Barber said the 
installation of seven new lifts in 2015 allowed the facility 
to better meet their needs.

“The lifts replaced older equipment that was still func-
tional, but did not have the lifting capacity to meet the needs 
of the community,” she said. “We went from two-post lifts 
with a 9,000-pound lifting capacity to two-post lifts with a 
12,000-pound lifting capacity. We also have three four-post 
lifts with a 14,000-pound capacity.”

The center’s floor was also resurfaced, which Barber 
said improved the aesthetics of the facility and made the 
cleaning up of spills less labor intensive.

“We have also purchased upgraded tire mounting and 
balancing equipment,” she said. “Just as the heavier duty 
vehicles required increased lifting capacity in the lifts, we 
needed to upgrade our equipment to handle the mounting 
and balancing of the heavier, larger tires of those vehicles. 

“Also, the upgraded equipment makes the dismounting 
and mounting of low profile tires a one-person operation, 
whereas before, it could take two or three individuals to 
dismount and mount a low-profile tire,” she added. 

The center offers a variety of services for authorized per-
sonnel.

A self-help program — patrons can sign into the facility •	
and conduct repairs on their own vehicles. ASC has the 
tools and equipment needed to complete the repairs.
Instructional classes — oil change, transmission ser-•	
vice, front brake repair, rear brake repair, ignition sys-
tem tune-up and how to use scan tools. 
Mechanic-for-Hire program — patrons can have their •	

vehicles worked on by a trained professional. 
Carwash facilities — two manual and one automatic •	
carwash bay.
Two vacuum cleaners, one combination vacuum and •	
shampooer, three vending machines and a fragrance 
machine. The automated carwash is now also a 24-hour 
operation, as are the manual wash bays. There is also 
a free standing dryer system that has been installed at 
the end of the automatic wash bay. It is activated when 
either the $8 or $10 selections are chosen. 
Auto detail program — ASC offers various packages to •	
patrons, from partial to full detailing 
Propane resale operation -—ASC fills propane tanks of •	
various sizes, including recreation vehicles. 
Paint booth and areas for restoring vehicles. ASC does •	
not offer instruction in this area. Patrons must have all 
the working knowledge necessary to restore and paint 
a vehicle. 

According to Barber, ASC is an invaluable resource for 
Soldiers and families living on a tight budget. She also 
highlighted that they now provide service options to the 
installation’s fleet of cars and light trucks.

“In most people’s lives, the two biggest expenses are 
homes first and secondly vehicles,” she said. “The biggest 

advantage to Soldiers and authorized personnel is mone-
tary savings. Patrons can literally save hundreds of dollars 
through the self-help program because they are doing the 
work themselves instead of hiring a repair shop. 

“Patrons can also save hundreds of dollars through the 
Mechanic-for-Hire program,” she added. “The going rate 
for local repair shops is $65 to $90 per hour. Our labor rate 
is presently only $45 per hour. Our patrons express their 
appreciation time and time again over the savings.”

Barber said many patrons are intimidated by the grow-
ing complexity of today’s vehicles, but ASC offers several 
weekly instructional classes to bridge the knowledge gap.

“ASC offers instructional classes on a weekly basis, but 
instruction is available on a daily basis through the employ-
ees on duty,” she said. “We insist to our patrons that many 
repairs are well within their ability to learn and we encour-
age them to do so.  Safety is always the first concern, and 
we stress this to our patrons on a daily basis. 

“It is awesome to witness the sense of accomplishment 
in our patrons after they have repaired their own vehicles,” 
she added. “It is knowledge that they can take wherever 
they go.”

For more information or to schedule an appointment, call 
255-1075 or 255-9725.

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Larry Perry (right), frequent Fort Rucker Automotive Skills Center 
patron and retired sergeant major, discusses his antique car resto-
ration with Chad Grundhauser, ASC recreation assistant.

Center Library strives to 
offer something for everyone
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Chris Erthal, ASC mechanic for hire, performs maintenance on a customer’s vehicle.
Photos by Jeremy Henderson

Auto skills center helps 
people save money

Phil Schmitz, ASC lead technician and supervisor, performs repair 
work on a customer’s vehicle in the center’s Mechanic for Hire de-
partment.

1-stop
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Mad Scientist Workshop 
The Center Library will host its Mad 

Scientist Workshop – a science, technol-
ogy, engineering, art and math program 
– today. The event, Fizzy Chemistry, will 
be divided into two free sessions. The first 
session will be from 3:30-4:30 p.m., and 
the second will be from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Each session will be open to ages 7-12 and 
be limited to the first 20 people to register. 
The event will be open to authorized pa-
trons and be Exceptional Family Member 
Program friendly. 

For more information or to register, visit 
the Center Library or call 255-3885. 

Girls Night Out
The Landing will host Girls Night Out 

Friday from 6-9 p.m. Attendees will enjoy 
an evening full of fashion, fun, and prizes 
while visiting with numerous organiza-
tions from throughout the community that 
cater to women, according to organiz-
ers. Tickets are on sale for $10 at MWR 
Central, The Landing Zone, The Landing 
Catering Office, and the Coffee Zone lo-
cations at Lyster Army Health Clinic and 
The Landing Zone. 

For more information, call 255-0769. 

Before, after school care
The Fort Rucker Child and Youth Ser-

vices School Age Center has spaces avail-
able for before and after school care start-
ing Sept. 11. All new school-age children 
in kindergarten through fifth grade must 
have an orientation and their paperwork 
completed with parent central services 
prior to starting care.  

For more information, call 255-9108.

BOSS Whitewater Rafting Day Trip
Better Opportunities for Single Sol-

diers will host a whitewater rafting trip 
to Phenix City Friday that will be free to 
BOSS-eligible Soldiers. The trip will be 
limited to 60 participants. Slots will be 
filled on a first-come, first-served basis. 

For more information, call 255-9810.

Newcomers welcome
A newcomers welcome is scheduled for 

Friday from 8:30-11 a.m. at The Land-
ing. Active-duty military, spouses, foreign 
students, Army civilians and family mem-
bers are encouraged by post officials to 
attend the newcomers orientation. A free 
light breakfast and Starbucks coffee will 
be served. For free childcare, people can 
register their children at the child develop-
ment center by calling 255-3564. Reserva-
tions must be made 24 hours prior to the 
newcomers welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

Blended Retirement System Seminar
The Army Community Service Financial 

Readiness Program will present a Blended 
Retirement System Seminar Tuesday from 
6-7 p.m. in the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 282. The seminar will 
be a discussion of the significant changes 
to the current military retirement system, 
including how retirement pay will be cal-
culated, continuation pay and the Thrift 
Savings Plan with matching government 
contributions, according to ACS officials. 
This discussion will be facilitated by ACS 
accredited financial counselors. Pre-regis-
tration is required by Monday. Free child-
care will be available with registration. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-3765 or 255-9631.

Literature and the Veteran Experience
The Center Library and the Alabama 

Humanities Foundation are partnering to 
bring area veterans and active-duty Sol-
diers a new program titled Literature and 
the Veteran Experience. It will provide 
an opportunity to meet and discuss read-
ings from books, short stories, poems and 
personal accounts of participants’ choice 
within a safe environment, according to 
organizers. The program will be led by 
a veteran who is also an active reader 
and has experience in leading discussion 
groups. Registration is limited to the first 
15 participants and is open to both vet-
erans and active-duty Soldiers. The first 
meeting will be Aug. 29 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Center Library. 

To register or get more information, visit 
the Center Library or call 255-3885.

Game-a-thon
The Center Library will host its Game-

A-Thon Aug. 31 from 4-5:30pm. The 

event will feature family-friendly games 
and no registration will be required. The 
event will be open to authorized patrons 
and be Exceptional Family Member Pro-
gram friendly. 

For more information, visit the Center 
Library or call 255-3885.

Fort Rucker Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host the Fort 

Rucker Right Arm Night Aug. 31 from 4-6 
p.m. Right Arm Night is an Army tradition, 
promoting a night of camaraderie and es-
prit de corps as leaders come together and 
treat those who help them accomplish the 
mission. Complimentary appetizers will 
be served while supplies last. Right Arm 
Night is held every month, and both mili-
tary and civilians are welcome. 

For more information, call 255-0768. 

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readi-

ness Program hosts orientation sessions 
monthly in the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, in the Army Community Ser-
vice multipurpose room, with the next 
session Aug. 31. People who attend will 
meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 a.m. to fill out pa-
perwork before going to the multipurpose 
room. The class will end at about 11:30 
a.m. The sessions will inform people on 
the essentials of the program and provide 
job search tips, as well. Advance registra-
tion is required and attendance at a session 
is mandatory for participation in the pro-
gram. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

High school football field trip 
The Fort Rucker Youth Center will host 

a field trip to see a high school football 
game -- Northview High at Enterprise 
High – Sept. 1.  Youth going on the trip 
need to be registered with child and youth 
services. The bus will leave the facility at 
5:30 p.m.  The deadline to sign up is Aug. 
25. Youth are responsible for their own 
game admission fees, and buying their 
own food and drink. 

For more information, call 255-2271.

Federal jobs workshop
Army Community Service will host 

its federal job workshop Sept. 7 from 
8 a.m. to noon in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. 
The workshop is aimed at getting people 
the information they need to increase 
their federal employment possibilities. 
Participants will receive a free copy of 
Kathryn Troutman’s “Jobseeker’s Guide 
(7th Edition).” Registration is required 
two days prior to the workshop. Space is 
limited to the first 60 people to register 
and the workshop is open to authorized 
patrons only. 

For more information or to register, call 
255-2594.

Army Family Team Building app
People can complete Army Family 

Team Building training through AFTB’s 
app. Visit http://www.ftruckermwr.com/
acs/army-family-team-building/ to find 
the direct link to the app. Once com-
plete, people can contact Fort Rucker 

AFTB to receive their certificate. Search 
for AFTB in the app store for Apple de-
vices. For more information, call 255-
9637.

Part-day preschool open house
The child and youth services school age 

center will hold a part-day preschool open 
house Sept. 7 from 8:30-10:30 a.m. For 
more information, call 255-9108.

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for August 17-20

Tickets are $6 for adults and $5 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. Schedule subject to change. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Thursday, August 17 Friday, August 18 Saturday, August 19 Sunday, August 20

Transformers: The Last Sword 
(PG-13) .........................7 p.m.

My Cousin Rachel (PG-13) .............7 p.m. Despicable Me 3 (PG-13) ...............4 p.m.
Dunkirk (PG-13) .............................7 p.m.

Dunkirk (PG-13) .............................1 p.m.
Spider-Man: Homecoming (PG-13) 4 p.m.

SPLASH! Outdoor Pool and Spray Park will host its Dog Days of Summer Dog Swim Sept. 9 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Registration will be required to 
participate. Cost will be $7 per dog. At time of registration and payment, all dog owners will be required to attach a copy of their dog’s current vac-
cination records. No people will be allowed in the pool water with the dogs unless there is an emergency. Users of the facility will do so at their own 
risk. Owners are responsible for the actions of their dogs. There may be a limit to the number of dogs allowed at one time. Dogs must be accompanied 
by an adult at all times. Humans are limited to two dogs at the facility at any given time. Dogs must be under owner control at all times, must be 
leashed when not swimming, and will be removed at the first sign of any aggression. Humans must clean up after their dogs – plastic waste bags and 
bins will be provided. For more information or to register, call (334)255-9162. Pictured is a scene from the spring Dog Days Swim.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Dog Days of Summer Dog Swim



ARMYFLIER.COM  ❘  August 17, 2017  ★  C3

NUKU’ALOFA, Tonga — A whole 
menagerie of animals are familiar mem-
bers of American households and are 
often considered full-fledged members 
of a family, sometimes even acquiring 
a sappy term of affection, such as fur 
baby.

Americans usually strive to provide 
their domestic pets and livestock the 
best available food and veterinary care, 
including spaying and neutering when 
necessary. In some parts of the world, 
however, resources for animals are in 
short supply, with few veterinarians, no 
heartworm medication and no ability to 
slow population growth. 

Tonga is one such place. The remote 
island-chain country with its population 
of 100,000 has only one government-run 
animal clinic. The one clinic is low on 
supplies and short-staffed with no full-
time veterinarian. It relies on foreign 
volunteers to bring in expertise, along 
with desperately needed medications.

Two Army veterinarians are actively 
working to improve animal health care 
in Tonga. In late July, Army vets in the 
Public Health Command - Pacific teamed 
up with the Nevada National Guard State 
Partnership Program to visit Tonga and 
evaluate the health and care of the do-
mestic animals in the islands.

ANIMALS SUSTAIN TONGAN 
LIFE

The State Partnership Program had 
been working with the Kingdom of Ton-
ga since 2014. During their ongoing en-
gagements to help the country develop 
better security, disaster relief systems 
and public health projects, the Nevada 
National Guard members identified that 
essential services for the islands grow-
ing animal population were needed.

Program officials reached out to Pa-
cific Command, who assigned two Army 
veterinarians to join the program and 
evaluate the needs and shortfalls in the 
country.

Maj. Kimberly Yore is an Army veteri-
narian from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
Washington. She was the first to arrive 
and was able to get to work right away 
with the help of the partnership pro-
gram’s government contacts.

“Everywhere in Tonga, one sees hors-
es, cows, pigs, chickens, ducks, goats 
and sheep. Although the animals ap-
pear to run free, they are all owned by 
a family who relies on them,” said Yore. 
“Animals running freely leaves lots of 
potential for disease and injury such as 
parasites, the spread of infection and 
trauma. Some diseases can spread be-
tween people and animals.”

Lt. Col. Howard Gobble, the director 
of veterinary servaices for Public Health 
Command - Pacific, joined Yore for a 
portion of her two week mission. He had 
previously visited Tonga a few weeks 
earlier to assess the veterinary needs of 
the country.

Gobble said the veterinarians had three 
goals while in Tonga: evaluate the hu-
man/animal health status of the country; 
disease surveillance; and the restoration 
of the King of Tonga’s Royal Guard’s 
horse detachment to a functional level.

“Veterinarians play a vital role in 
animal health, which in turn affects hu-
man and environmental health,” Yore 
said. “The Nevada Guard saw the huge 
role that animals play in the lives of 
the Tongan people and Tonga’s lack of 
veterinary services. I was invited to as-
sess how veterinarians could help fill the 
gap in veterinary care and public health 
in Tonga as part of future SPP engage-
ments.”

Yore spoke with top Tongan officials 
to determine the priorities of future State 
Partnership Program involvement.

“I met with local animal health aids 
and leaders in the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Food, and Fisheries to determine 
areas where the SPP can partner with 
Tongan agencies to improve veterinary 
care and public health,” Yore said.

1 ANIMAL CLINIC, 0 
VETERINARIANS

The team first had to evaluate the cur-
rent system that was in place to deter-
mine what kind of care was needed for 
the animals of Tonga.

They visited Ana Pifeleti, the Tongan 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fish-
eries official who is the head of livestock 
management. She supervises the only 
animal clinic in the kingdom – it has a 
staff of 14 government employees.

She said the clinic treats domestic 
house pets as well as large animals and 
livestock like cows, horses, pigs, chick-
ens and ducks.

“We have 18 South Pacific Animal 

Welfare teams, a group of volunteers 
who visit here on a quarterly basis,” she 
said. “They provide a number of free 
services for domestic animals and bring 
supplies.”

“The Tongan people seek help from the 
clinic for their sick animals in exchange 
for donations of money or handicrafts,” 
Yore said. “There is no veterinarian in 
Tonga, so the veterinary nurses who 
work at the clinic have to do the best that 
they can, working with limited training, 
supplies, medicines and equipment.”

Pifeleti said the government provides 
animal medical services for free to Ton-
gan citizens, but, with much of the pop-
ulation on far-flung islands, many Ton-
gans are unable to acquire adequate care 
for their animals.

“It was a very challenging process. We 
did meet a very competent veterinary 
tech working at the clinic,” Gobble said. 
“We worked with him all week and gave 
him some training. We also took samples 
from local animals to check them for 
diseases.”

While the Army veterinarians were at 
the clinic, a local man arrived with four 
small puppies. The team of vets and the 
veterinary technician stopped their in-
ventory of supplies to tend to the pup-
pies. They examined the scared canines, 
administered medication, and gave the 
thankful man advice on how to look af-
ter his pups and when to come back for 
a check-up.

“You can’t disclose the fact you are 
a veterinarian in a land so desperate for 
veterinarians and then not treat any-
thing, so I did that, too,” Yore said. “I 
mostly treated dogs and cats for internal 
and external parasites and made recom-
mendations to their owners to improve 
the health of their animals.”

ALL THE KING’S HORSES
The team was also tasked with im-

proving the health of the Tongan Royal 
Guard’s horses. The detachment cared 
for about six horses on the grounds of 
the King’s Royal Palace.

“The previous king had a small cav-
alry unit and one stallion imported from 
Australia,” Yore said.

She said that stallion started breeding 
and since there was no one on the island 
trained to handle, catch or castrate them, 
the herd was quickly turning into a fe-
ral population. Castration is a standard 
procedure for male horses in the United 
States.

The veterinarians reported the con-
dition of the pastures to the MAFF, in-
cluding recommendations in caring for 
the horses in the future. After, they were 
able to catch one stallion for castration.

“Unfortunately, they only let us cas-
trate one,” Yore said. “However, I think 
the success of this one procedure and 
the other recommendations we made 
elevated the Royal Guard’s concern for 
the equine situation and they will likely 
be open to further procedures when vet-
erinarians return.”

She said they trained the vet tech how 
to do the procedure and left him with the 
equipment and medication he needed in 
hopes that the Royal Guard will call for 
his assistance.

“If the people of Tonga see the king 
taking steps to care for his horses and 
pasture, perhaps they will realize the 
importance of proper care for the other 
animals in Tonga,” Yore said.

“It’s a baby step, but it’s a step in the 
right direction,” Gobble said.

WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS
The State Partnership Program regu-

larly returns to Tonga, each time bring-
ing a small team of subject matter ex-
perts to engage with the Tongan Defense 
Force and government leadership. Each 
time, they revisit the issues addressed 
in the past to ensure they are moving 
forward, create partnered solutions for 
topics they identified in previous visits, 
and investigate to find areas where the 
program can help in the future.

“There will be many future opportuni-
ties to help the people of Tonga improve 
the health of their animals,” Yore said. 
“Improving animal health directly im-
pacts the health of the environment and 
the people.” 

Gobble said the National Guard’s SPP 
enables ongoing American support with-
in Tonga and other remote nations. Each 

program director is in constant commu-
nication with its respective country’s 
ministers and senior military officers. 
The SPP allows teams to have access for 
engagements and the ability to follow up 
to make sure progress continues.

“The SPP is not looking to come in and 
just perform veterinary care for Tonga. 
There is too much need even to scratch 
the surface,” Yore said. “The SPP is in 
the business of building capabilities 
within Tongan society. That starts with 
Tongan citizens having the desire to im-
prove their situation and seeing that im-
provement is indeed possible.”

To learn more about the State 
Partnership Program between the 
Nevada National Guard and the 
Kingdom of Tonga, visit their Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/
NevadaStatePartnershipProgram/.

By Sgt. Walter Lowell
For Army News Service

Army veterinarians team with Tonga 
to provide animal care on the islands

Lt. Col. Howard Gobble, the director of veterinary services for Public Health Command, Pacific, and Maj. Kimberly Yore, an Army vet from Joint Base Lewis-
McChord in Washington state, conduct dental care to a stallion belonging to the Tongan Royal Guard, horse detachment, in the Kingdom of Tonga July 19. 

Photos by Sgt. Walter Lowell

Gobble and Yore pose with several puppies at the Tongan Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Fisher-
ies clinic.

Bringing People Together Thru Faith

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

“Be ye followers of
me, even as I also

am of Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1

ARMY FLIER

214 S. Main Street • Enterprise
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist ChurchM

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”
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Kirk Sturridge, M.D.

5937 West Main Street | Dothan, AL 36305

Please call 334-446-0872
to schedule an appointment

We look forward to meeting all your
medical & surgical eye care needs!

GLAUCOMA
SLT SURGERY

Now a gentler Glaucoma Laser Surgery.
Reduce or eliminate use of Glaucoma eye drops

with a 5-minute non-invasive treatment.

For more details visit: www.alabama-eye.com

Religious Services
WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services are 
on  Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional 
Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, 
Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Saturday)

Wings Chapel, 
Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant 
Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Latter-Day Saints
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar Study 
(4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, 
Bldg. 8939
10:15 a.m. CCD 
(except during 
summer months)

BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesdays
Crossroads 
Discipleship Study
(Meal/Bible Study)
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women 
of the Chapel
Wings Chape, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 7 p.m.

Wednesdays
Catholic Women 
of the Chapel
Spiritual Life Center, 9 a.m.

Above the Best Bible Study
Yano Hall, 11 a.m.

1-14th Avn Regt Bible Study
Hanchey AAF, Bldg. 50102N, 
Rm. 101 11:30 a.m.

164th TAOG Bible Study
Bldg. 30501, 11:30 a.m.

Precepts Bible Study
Soldier Service Center, 
12 p.m.

Kingdom Kidz 
& Youth Group 
Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
5:30 p.m.

SANTA FE, N.M. — Whether stem-
ming from manmade or natural causes, a 
disaster can strike at any time – and the 
best way to mitigate the resulting fallout is 
through preparedness and extensive train-
ing. 

The Army and the Department of De-
fense are at the forefront of preparing for 
any potential disasters in the southwestern 
United States. Soldiers and DOD employ-
ees with U.S. Army North’s Task Force 51 
participated in exercise Vigilant Guard 17-
04 from August 3-11 at the Ornate Mili-
tary Complex in Santa Fe. 

The exercise simulated possible real-
world, catastrophic disasters to help lo-
cal, state and federal agencies collaborate 
emergency relief efforts through prepara-
tion and coordinate response and recovery 
management to the effected populace.

“Vigilant Guard is an annual exercise 
that takes place all over the county,” said 
Col. Berry Graham, Region VI deputy co-
ordinating officer. “It is a joint response 
that is sponsored by Northern Command 
and the National Guard Bureau for the 
purpose of readying the National Guard 
forces for responding to catastrophic, do-
mestic disasters.”

For this exercise, the scenario that 
sparked the emergency response was a 7.0 
magnitude earthquake.

“This exercise was based off of the Rio 
Grande Rift scenario, which is a [Federal 
Emergency Management Agency] study,” 
said Graham.

According to the FEMA website, the 
Rio Grande Rift is a geologic break in 
the Earth’s crust that is approximately 
five miles deep and filled with volcanic 
residue, that bisects New Mexico. Any 
potential trouble with the rift could pos-
sibly affect over one million people in 11 
counties.

The U.S. is divided into ten FEMA re-
gions. Each region analyzes threats to its 
areas and conducts training to provide 
support to the citizens affected. Not only 
does FEMA train to help those affected, 
but they also train to build relationships 

with various echelons of government, in-
cluding the military. FEMA Region VI 
encompasses five states to include New 
Mexico.

“New Mexico National Guard was one 
of many emergency relief participants for 
this exercise,” said Col. Emily Perry, the 
New Mexico Army emergency prepared-
ness liaison oficer assigned to ARNORTH. 
“And, as part of the exercise, they wanted 
to use their various capabilities to assist in 
disaster relief with one main goal – help-
ing the citizens effected.”

If an actual emergency transpired, how 
do all of the different entities receive the 
call to action?

Graham explained the systematic chain 
of assistance following a catastrophic 
event.

“If there is a no-notice event such as an 
earthquake, we are completely in response 
mode at that point. The first responders to 

an event are local fire fighters, police and 
medical personnel. Once it reaches beyond 
the local level’s capacity and capabilities, 
it goes up to the county. Once the county 
reaches their capacity, then they turn to the 
state authorities,” he explained.

Once the state reaches beyond their 
capacity, then the federal government is 
called in for assistance. We as [Depart-
ment of Defense] are a part of that federal 

government footprint and are notified as 
an integral part of the FEMA’s alert ros-
ter,” he said.

Not only was there a seismic earthquake 
that devastated New Mexico during the 
exercise’s scenario, there was also a train 
derailment that caused a hazardous chemi-
cal spill in Lamy and a riot in Albuquer-
que.

“There were secondary incidents that 
resulted from the earthquake. So, the ex-
ercise had a very complex environment. 
It was a multi-echelon event, which made 
for great training of all agencies involved,” 
Graham said. “The various events were 
spread out over the state to encompass 
a larger footprint and make the training 
more realistic.”

Perry said the New Mexico National 
Guard was able to train in the emergency 
relief efforts through rebuilding infra-
structure, providing medical support, and 
assisting with search and rescue through 
unique aviation support elements.

As for the outcome of the exercise, both 
Graham and Perry agreed that the training 
was a success.

“We learned a lot during this exercise 
about working together and rehearsing our 
capabilities with local, state and federal 
assets to show a united effort in support-
ing the affected citizens,” said Perry.

Graham added, “I’ve been working with 
New Mexico officials on this exercise for 
two years and each time we conduct this 
exercise we hone our skills using this as 
a baseline for future exercises. I think it 
has been a great exercise and everyone has 
gotten something out of this training. New 
Mexico is very prepared because of this 
exercise.”

VIGILANT GUARD

The New Mexico National Guard and other state, local, tribal and volunteer elements trained on search 
and rescue in the Sandia Foothills in Albuquerque, N.M., Aug. 7 during Vigilant Guard 2017. 

Photos by Sgt. Sara Yoke

Army, FEMA train for disaster relief in southwest during exercise
By Staff Sgt. Tomora Nance
For Army News Service
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Stop Dreaming.
Start Driving!

NEW 2016 KIA Soul

NEW 2017 KIA
Sorento

NEW 2016 KIA
Rio

NEW 2017 KIA
Sportage

NEW 2017 KIA
Optima

NEW 2017 KIA
Niro

NEW 2017 KIA
Forte

NEW 2017 KIA
Sedona

NEW 2017 KIA
Cadenza

Enterprise Kia

1509 E. PARK AVENUE
ENTERPRISE, ALABAMA

SALES: (844) 338-8821
SERVICE: (888) 595-2902

www.enterprisekia.com

A Soul

NEW 2016 KIA

NEW 2017 KIA

Up to
$6,000

OFF
1

Up to
$9,900 OFF

1

Up to
$7,000 OFF

1

Up to
$6,400 OFF

1

Up to
$8,100 OFF

1

Up to
$5,600 OFF

1

Up to
$7,700 OFF

1

Up to
$7,200 OFF

1

Up to
$9,000 OFF

1

PRE-LO ED
AUTOS
Just for you!

‘15 Dodge Ram
1500 4x4

$478per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PT
12

75

‘16 Chevy
Silverado

$525per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PT
12

62

‘16 Toyota
4 Runner

$443per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.SP
55

60
B

‘17 Ford F-150
4x4

$466per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PT
12

57

‘14 Dodge
Charger

$313per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.PC
12

39
A

‘11 GMC 1500 4x4 ‘11 Dodge Challenger SRT8

$25,900 $32,950+ T.T. & L. + T.T. & L.

‘17 Dodge Ram
1500 4x4

$443per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PT
12

59

‘16 BMW
328I

$336per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PC
12

55

‘16 Nissan
Frontier

$301per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PT
12

58

‘16 Chrysler 300
LOADED!

$301per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PC
12

56

‘15 Buick Enclave
LOADED!

$360per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.PT
11

81
A

All payments are based on 84 months at 4.99% APR with 20% Cash or Trade Equity due at signing. W.A.C. Some restrictions apply. See dealer for details.

1 Must qualify for all applicable rebates.
Available only at participating Kia dealers.
Contact your local Kia dealer for details and
availability. Subject to credit approval by Kia
Motors Finance (KMF), through KMF, to very
well qualified buyers and not available on
balloon financing. Only a limited number of
customers will qualify for advertised APR.
Tax, title and license not included in list price.
Must take delivery by 9/5/2017.

25 0
Manager’s Special

32 5
Manager’s Special

LIFTED!!
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ANDALUSIA
Ongoing — Andalusia Public Library offers free 

practice tests. Patrons can choose from more than 300 
online tests based on official exams such as the ACT, SAT, 
GED, ASVAB, firefighter, police officer, paramedic, U.S. 
citizenship and many more. Patrons may select to take a 
test and receive immediate scoring. Test results are stored 
in personalized individual accounts, accessible only to 
patrons. Call 222-6612 for more information.

Ongoing — The American Legion Post 80 has 
regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, 
call 222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 

Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served Sundays, and 
games and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  For more information, call 598-6211, 
598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187.

Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of Commerce 
meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the 
Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. For more information, call 598-
6331.

DOTHAN
Aug. 22 — The Ed Burkhalter Chapter of the Military 

Officer Association of America will hold its next quarterly 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. at O’Charley’s at 3320 Montgomery 
Highway. The chapter is seeking new members. People 
who are interested should attend the meeting or send an 
email to majordpodom@gmail.com.

Ongoing — American Legion Auxiliary Unit 12 
hosts a pancake breakfast the third Saturday of each month. 
Pancakes will be served from 7-10:30 a.m. for $6 for the 
general public, $5 for military members and veterans and 
free to children 8 and under. Proceeds go toward helping 
veterans, military members and their families. The post is 
located at the intersection of S. Park Street and Hwy. 605 
(Brannon Stand Road). For more information, call 334-
400-5345.

Through Sept. 30 — The Wiregrass Museum of 
Art is hosting the “Museum of Wonder,” an exhibition 
by self-taught artist, storyteller and collector of oddities, 
Butch Anthony, according to organizers. The Museum 
of Wonder, housed in a log cabin built by Anthony in 
Seale, is temporarily relocated to WMA’s galleries. The 
exhibition also includes a mobile drive-thru museum. 
This re-creation of the artist’s self-described “World’s 
First Drive Thru Art and Antique Gallery,” located just 
off of U.S. Highway 431 in Seale and constructed from 
shipping containers, is housed in an Airstream trailer in 
WMA’s parking lot and available to visitors 24 hours a 
day. 

ENTERPRISE
Aug. 24 — Disabled American veterans Chapter 

99 will meet at 6 p.m. at Mom’s restaurant in Morgan 
Square Mall. Business for the meeting will be confined 
to swearing-in of a new commander, senior and junior 
vice and other vital positions within the chapter for 2018. 
Meal and soft drinks will be served at $13 per person. 
Members are asked to RSVP by calling 718-5707 by 
Aug. 18.

Aug. 21 — Beginning Waltz dance lessons are offered 
at the Hildreth Building, 202 N. Main Street. Classes 
are from 6:30-7:30 p.m. The cost is $3 per person per 
evening. For more information, call 393-4811 

Sept. 9 — The Coffee County Emergency 
Management Agency and Coffee County Community 
Emergency Response Team will host their sixth annual 
Emergency Preparedness Fair and Safety Saturday at the 
Enterprise Civic Center, 2401 Neil Metcalf Road, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The fair is part of National Preparedness 
Month, and is billed as a fun-filled, family event designed 
to raise awareness about home safety and individual 
emergency preparedness. The event will feature several 
awareness displays and demonstrations to help citizens 
see how a few simple steps now can increase safety 
and emergency preparedness in homes, businesses and 
communities throughout the county. Emergency response 
vehicles and resources, such as the Arrive Alive Tour by 
Unite, a texting and driving virtual vehicle simulator; 
mobile command post; bomb squad; hazardous materials 
vehicles; sheriff’s posse; search and rescue helicopters; 
Bloodmobile;  electrical safety; pet preparedness; and 
other preparedness and safety organizations will be on 
site.

	

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County Relay for Life 

meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the 
Citizens Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited to town hall 

meetings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
at Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 

a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 
a service office in the New Brockton Town Hall (old 
armory building) at 706 McKinnon Street. The office 
will assist veterans who were injured or disabled while 
in military service. DAV service officers help veterans 
and their spouses with disability compensation claims, 
Veterans Affairs pensions, death benefits, VA medical 
care, Social Security disability benefits, veterans job 
programs, homeless veterans services and other veteran 
services. All veteran services are provided free of charge. 
For more information, call 334-406-6700.  

Ongoing — Adult education classes are offered in 
Rm. 12 at New Brockton High School, 210 South Tyler 
St., Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes 
are free for individuals 16 years old or older who are 
not enrolled in public school. Individuals must take an 
assessment test prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 
for more information.

OZARK
Aug. 18-19 — The 23rd annual South Alabama Pro 

Rodeo Classic will be at the Dale County AgPlex Arena 
at the intersection of Hwy. 123 and 231 South. Events 
will include bull riding, cowgirl barrel racing, saddle 
bronc riding, bareback riding, calf roping, breakaway 
roping, steer wrestling, team roping and a calf scramble. 
Gates will open at 6 p.m. and the rodeo will start at 8 
p.m.  Advance tickets cost $10 for adults, $8 for children 
ages 6-12 and ages 5 and under are admitted for free. 
At the gate, tickets will cost $12 and $10.  For more 
information, including places to buy advance tickets, call 
334-774-9448 or 334-797-9754.

Ongoing — The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly 
meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. 
at the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more information, 
call 477-6221 or email wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited to the Cross 

Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard 
United Methodist Church. For more information, call 
983-3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — The Samson City Council meets 

monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Samson Community Center. 

Ongoing — American Legion Post 78 meets 
monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY
Ongoing — Troy Bank and Trust Company sponsors 

senior dance nights every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. 
at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex is 
transformed into a dance hall and features music from the 
40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
Ongoing — The Marine Corps League, Wiregrass 

Det. 752, welcomes all Marines, Navy corpsmen and 
chaplains, and their families, to its monthly meetings. 
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each month at 
7 p.m.  Attendees are welcome to arrive early for food 
and camaraderie. The next meeting will be at the Golden 
Corral in Dothan. For more information, call 718-4168 
or 805-7335.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
Brett/Robinson Alabama Coastal 
Triathlon 

The Brett/Robinson Alabama Coastal 
Triathlon is scheduled for its 11th year on 
Alabama’s beaches Sept. 9 at Gulf Shores 
and Orange Beach. Locals and visitors are 
invited to participate in the long-course 
triathlon that will feature a 1 ½-kilometer 
swim in the Gulf of Mexico, a 40-km bike 
ride through the Gulf State Park and 10-km 
scenic run, or the “Tri-It-On,” consisting 
of a 300-yard swim, 10-mile bike ride and 
2-mile run, according to organizers. Pre- 
and post-race activities for both events will 
take place at The Hangout. People can reg-
ister for the triathlon by Aug. 20 for $120 
for individuals, $170 for two-person relays 
and $200 for three-person relays. “Tri-It-
On” registrations received by Aug. 20 costs 
$70 for individuals, $90 for two-person re-
lays and $105 for three-person relays. Pric-
es will increase Aug. 21. To register, visit 
http://team-magic.com/events/67/contents/
register. 

There is also a heavy need for volunteers 
during this race. The Sports Commission 
Volunteer Incentive Program supports civic 
groups by contributing $40 per volunteer 
for each shift worked at designated sporting 
events. To learn about volunteering with 
the Sports Commission, call Sarah Cooper 
at 251-947-4611 or send an email to SCoo-
per@GulfShores.com.

 For information on upcoming athletic 
events along Alabama’s Gulf Coast, visit 
GulfShores.com/Sports/Media-Room, or 
call 1-800-745-SAND.

Zoo’s Twilight Tuesdays
The Montgomery Zoo and Mann Wild-

life Learning Museum will host its Twilight 
Tuesdays each Tuesday in August. The zoo 
and museum will open at 11 a.m. and the 
last ticket will be sold at 6:30 p.m. to allow 
guests the opportunity to enjoy the animals 
and exhibits in the cooler evening hours. 
All rides, attractions and animal encounters 
will remain open pending weather and ani-
mal husbandry needs. All guests must exit 
the front gate by 7:30 p.m.

Schedule of events: Aug. 15: Superhero 

Night – Dress up as a favorite superhero; 
Aug. 22: Zoo Tour Night – Follow a guided 
tour of the zoo and Mann Museum; and 
Aug. 29: School Spirit and Game Night – 
Dress in a favorite team’s colors and enjoy 
playing festive games.

Regular admission to the Montgomery 
Zoo is $15 for adults (13-64 years), $11 
for children (3-12 years), and free for tod-
dlers (2 years and under). Combination 
admission for the zoo and museum is $20 
for adults (13-64 years), $15 for children 
(3-12 years), and free for toddlers (2 years 
and under). Discount rates for military and 
seniors are available. 

For more information, visit www.mont-
gomeryzoo.com.

Southern Thunder
Inspired by the Alabama Gang’s influence 

on auto racing, Vulcan Park and Museum 
showcases its latest Linn-Henley Gallery 
exhibition through December 2018. South-
ern Thunder: The Legacy of Alabama Auto 
Racing, presented by the Jefferson County 
Commission, will showcase hair-raising 
stories and bring to life the impact that auto 

racing in Alabama had on the regional and 
national scenes, according to organizers. 
The exhibit relives this thrilling piece of 
Alabama history when driving by the seat 
of your pants wasn’t a figure of speech and 
explains why this legacy is the foundation 
for auto racing in Alabama today.

Daily admission rates: adults, $6; Se-
niors (65 and older) and military, $5; chil-
dren ages 5-12, $4; and children 4 years and 
younger are admitted for free.

For more information, visit http://visit-
vulcan.com/.

Palafox Market
Downtown Pensacola hosts its Palafox 

Market Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urdays at Martin Luther King Plaza. Admis-
sion is free to the market that features fresh 
produce, live plants, baked goods, fine art, 
antiques and more. Items originate directly 
from onsite vendors who grow, make, or 
create the fruits, vegetables, herbs and art 
for sale, according to organizers. The event 
takes place rain or shine.

For more information, call 850-434-5371 
or visit http://palafoxmarket.com/.

Wiregrass first responders 
will gather in September to help 
residents answer an important 
question: “Are you ready?”

The sixth annual Coffee 
County Emergency Disaster 
Preparedness Fair will be Sept. 
9 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Enterprise Civic Center and will 
feature several repeat vendors 
who focus on public safety.

Attendees have the oppor-
tunity to learn how to perform 
CPR and operate an automated 

external defibrillator, put togeth-
er a 72-hour kit for themselves 
and their family, use a fire extin-
guisher to put out a fire and com-
municate in an emergency using 
amateur radios. Attendees can 
also learn life saving tips from 
first responders and search and 
rescue teams, as well as check 
out fire trucks, helicopters, po-
lice cars and more.

The fair is a joint effort between 
the Coffee County EMA and 
the Coffee County Community 
Emergency Response Team.

For more information, call 
804-1994.

Army Flier
Staff Reports

Preparedness fair set for September



LOHATLA, South Africa – Be-
fore Maj. Paul Auchincloss made 
the U.S. Army his current career, 
the South African native was a 
flight instructor on single-engine 
aircraft in Africa. 

While he was happy being an 
aviator, life got in the way. He 
ended up falling in love with one 
of his students and later moved 
with her to the United States. 

Now an award-winning phy-
sician assistant, the 42-year-old 
Soldier – who married the woman 
and had a son with her – said he 
has no regrets with how his life 
has turned out so far.

“It was the best move I’ve ever 
made,” he said, while on his first 
trip back to his motherland in an 
Army uniform for the Shared Ac-
cord exercise. Held annually at 
different sites on the continent, 
the two-week exercise enhances 
peacekeeping capabilities of U.S. 
and African forces. 

Born in Johannesburg, but a 
proud American citizen today, 
Auchincloss said the exercise’s 
opening ceremony in late July 
put his return to South Africa into 
perspective. 

“It was the first time that I stood 
and recognized both national an-
thems back-to-back,” he said, 
calling it “a surreal experience.”

AMERICAN SOLDIER
In 1995, Auchincloss left Af-

rica for America. He didn’t waste 
time either, because two weeks 
later, he and his future wife, Nik-
ki, started a course to be certified 
as emergency medical techni-
cians. For the next two years, he 
responded to calls in ambulances 
racing to save lives.

Helping people desperately in 
need of medical care, he said, was 
the greatest part of the job since 
he saw firsthand the fruits of his 
labor. As he treated more people, 
his passion for medicine grew.

“I always had an interest in 
medicine, but originally I didn’t 
qualify for some of the medical 
schools out of high school, being 
a young and immature student,” 
he said. “As I matured, I was able 
to focus my studies a little bit 
more.”

Expensive college courses, 
though, made it difficult for him. 
He then turned to the U.S. mili-
tary and its educational benefits. 
While he had a strong desire for 
medicine, he still yearned to fly. 
So, he initially targeted his search 
on being a Navy fighter pilot. 

“That was the first thing I 
looked at; however, at the time I 
wasn’t a citizen and didn’t have 
a college degree,” he said. “You 
can’t commission if you don’t 
have a college degree and if you 
can’t commission, you can’t fly 
jets.”

He narrowed his search again 
on becoming an Army medic, but 
hit another snag when bonuses he 
hoped to get were not being of-
fered for those jobs. His career 
goals took yet another unexpect-
ed turn when he decided to enlist 
as an E-1 private in the field artil-
lery, where he’d go on to spend 
eight of his 19 years of service. 

“I figured here was a country 
that had welcomed me in,” he 

said. “I can do a couple of things: 
I can give back to a country that 
had welcomed me in and at the 
same time get money for col-
lege.”

BACK ON TRACK
Using his benefits, Auchincloss 

carried on his studies in the medi-
cal field. On a whim, he said, he 
applied for the Army’s physician 
assistant program after being per-
suaded by his wife, who is now a 
nurse practitioner. 

“My wife was the one who 
poked and prodded me to look 
into the PA program,” he said.

After he graduated from the 
master’s degree-level program, 
he finally found his calling. 

“For me, being a physician as-
sistant is probably one of the best 
medical fields you can be in, in 
the Army,” he said. “I still get to 
work with and train Soldiers … 
and still get my hands dirty prac-
ticing medicine in the field and 
clinic environment.”

As a brand new physician as-
sistant, he received a familiar as-
signment: treating Soldiers in a 
field artillery battalion. He found 
satisfaction in surprising some 
field artillerymen who thought 
he didn’t know what they went 
through in their demanding jobs. 

“Coming in as their doc, I used 
to have a lot of Soldiers say, ‘Sir 
you don’t know how it is, you 
have no clue.’ And I had the abil-
ity to say, ‘Absolutely, I know 
how it is. I spent eight years do-
ing your job,’” he said, smiling. 
“It was kind of full circle.”

The major’s most recent as-
signment is a dual-hatted posi-
tion, where he serves as the U.S. 
Army Africa Headquarters and 

Headquarters Battalion’s sur-
geon, as well as the command’s 
senior physician assistant. 

His main role is ensuring Sol-
diers are physically and mentally 
fit to travel to Africa. He also 
travels around the continent to 
participate in training exercises 
and provide medical care to se-
nior leaders. In his first assign-
ment with USARAF in 2014, 
he briefly deployed to Liberia to 
help stem the deadly Ebola out-
break as part of Operation United 
Assistance.

Even after completing a tour 
to Afghanistan a few years be-
fore, the Liberia mission was 
eye-opening to the major as he 
ensured members of the joint task 
force surveying Ebola treatment 
sites remained healthy. 

“It was a new experience, but 
I welcome new experiences,” he 
said. “The rapid halt of the spread 
of Ebola was a result of a lot of 
things that were put into place by 
the joint task force and [non-gov-
ernmental organizations].”

His travels have also taken him 
to Contingency Location Garoua 
in northern Cameroon, which is 
home to a small U.S. Army task 
force that supports the country’s 
military in its fight against the 
Boko Haram terrorist group. 

There, he modified a tracking 
tool he learned in Afghanistan 
to lower disease and non-battle 
injury trends to under 6 percent 
in most cases at the newly estab-
lished outpost. Because of those 
positive results and his other 
work in medicine, the major re-
ceived the Army Surgeon Gener-
al’s Physician Assistant Recogni-
tion Award this year. 

“The nice thing about [the 

tracking tool] is that it gives us 
real-time identification of chang-
es in the health of the force,” he 
said, “that we can report back to 
the commanders and then apply 
interventions and different mo-
dalities to halt certain trends and 
improve health and welfare.”

TEACHING OTHERS
Spc. Kassandra King, a com-

bat medic with USARAF, was 
in Cameroon with Auchincloss. 
She also assisted him during the 
Shared Accord exercise, which 
ended last week. 

Currently in her first duty as-
signment, King said she has relied 
heavily on the major to help im-
prove her skills. During a recent 
training lesson where Auchin-
closs introduced South African 
soldiers to U.S. Army medical 
gear, the major put King on the 
spot asking her to perform an IV 
procedure on a volunteer. 

“He likes to go over doing IVs, 
especially since in USARAF we 
don’t get to do much of actual 
healthcare – we’re more admin-
istrative,” she said. “He’s very in-
formative and he loves to teach, 
so I learn a lot from him.”

One of the South Africans 
watching her was Maj. G.A. 
Ackerman, the officer-in-charge 
of nursing at the South African 
Army Combat Training Center’s 
hospital.

“It’s better to familiarize your-
self with equipment of both 
countries so that we can help the 
patient quicker,” she said after-
ward.

While some of the equipment 
and procedures of both armies 
differ, Ackerman said they still 
have a shared duty. “It doesn’t 

matter which country you’re 
from, the purpose is the same – 
we serve the brave.”

Using his ability to speak Af-
rikaans, one of the country’s 11 
official languages, Auchincloss 
also shared something more in 
common with his foreign coun-
terparts, which helped break the 
ice.

“It feels like my brother from 
another mother is coming home,” 
Ackerman said, laughing. “It’s 
always nice to have somebody 
who was from here and then 
come back again. It just shows 
the person still has appreciation 
for South Africa.”

Auchincloss was also im-
pressed with the exercise’s unique 
training, which included treating 
mock casualties alongside the 
South Africans. 

“We have some of the best 
medical equipment in the world,” 
he said of the U.S. health care 
system. “I know South Africa has 
a great medical system, but some 
of it may not be available in these 
environments, yet they have great 
clinical acumen. Sometimes in 
the U.S. we lose sight of that be-
cause we have all these tests and 
the bells and whistles.”

As for calling South Africa his 
home again, the prognosis of that 
occurring anytime soon is bleak. 
He still feels compelled to stay in 
the U.S. Army, he said, serving 
the country that put him where 
he’s at today. 

“This is absolutely the Ameri-
can dream,” he said of his career. 
“My wife and I moved over with 
very little. I came over with a 
suitcase and that was it. So being 
able to give back, that’s what has 
kept me in.”
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Have a Family •	
disaster plan and 
supply kit. 
Build or identify a •	
safe room in your 
home. 
Purchase and use •	
a NOAA weather 
radio with a tone 
alert feature. This 
will alert you to 
warnings issued by 
your local National 
Weather Service 
office. 

For Army medic, South African 
exercise turned into homecoming

Maj. Paul Auchincloss, a senior physician assistant with U.S. Army Africa, shows South African soldiers U.S. Army medical techniques during a training session for the 
Shared Accord exercise at the South African Army Combat Training Center in Lohatla July 26. 

Photos by Sean Kimmons

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?
Contact Ron Sykstus NOW! rsykstus@bondnbotes.com 256-713-0221

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services
he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has
been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,
covering all areas of government concern including:

• Financial
Considerations

• Security Violations
• Drug Involvement

• Alcohol Consumption
• Personal Conduct
• Criminal Conduct
• Sexual Behavior

• Foreign Influience
• Foreign Preference
• Misuse of Information

Technology

Also available for Courts-Martial, Magistrate Court
and Administrative Separation Board Defense.

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

Come see our 2017/18C 2017/18

www.dakotacoffee.club

393-5500
5 N. Pointe Blvd.
Behind Church’s Chicken

Enterprise, AL

BREW CREW
FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:

Julia Spears, Irene Frankhouse, Raven Abousoud, Everly Powell,
Sophia Frankhouse, Marina Harvey, Corby Powell and Madison Stone
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2017 CHEVY TAHOE
NOW ONLY

$52,995

1001 Rucker Blvd.
Enterprise, Alabama

Sales: (877) 292-4679
Service: (866) 561-8857

The area’s fastest
growing Chevrolet dealer!

www.ENTERPRISECHEVY.com

To Those Who Serve,
Enterprise Chevrolet Salutes You &
Thanks You With A MILITARY
DISCOUNT!

To Those WWho SeW

All sale prices are PLUS taxes, doc fees, and title fees.
See dealer for complete details. ©2017 General Motors.

2016 DODGE CHALLENGER
NOW ONLY

$38,900
CA30868

2015 CHRYSLER 300 S
NOW ONLY

$26,995
PC9664

PT9665

2016 RAM 3500 SLT
NOW ONLY

$44,900
PT9672

2016 HYUNDAI ACCENT
NOW ONLY

$12,995
TV3504B

2007 CHEVY AVALANCHE
NOW ONLY

$16,900
PT19654B1

2013 NISSAN TITAN SL
NOW ONLY

$25,995
PT9648A

2015 HYUNDAI GENESIS
NOW ONLY

$28,825
PC9668

2013 LEXUS RX 350
NOW ONLY

$27,900
PT9666

2016 CHEVY TAHOE
NOW ONLY

$44,995
PT9675

Back-to-School
SAVINGS TIME

Get them back to school safely with cars
that set the industry standard for family-friendly

features, intelligent design and reliability.

NEW LOWER PRICE!!

2 WD / CREW CAB / LTZ

SCAT PACK

ONLY 93,000 MILES!

ONLY 4,500 MILES!



Hunters on Fort Rucker will soon be uti-
lizing a new system to sign in an out of 
hunting areas on post, as well as obtaining 
all recreational permits on the installation.

The Fort Rucker iSportsman service will 
go live Sept. 30 and HunTrac will be going 
away, and although there is plenty of time 
to switch to the new system, John Clancy, 
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation manager, 
suggests people make the switch early for 
a smooth transition to the new system.

“People need to sign up with the new 
system as soon as possible,” he said. 
“HunTrac will be phased out and people 
must be registered with the new system in 
order to be able to hunt on post.”

People can register by visiting https://
fortrucker.isportsman.net/, or visiting out-
door recreation if they need help register-
ing with the new system.

Although the site is not yet fully func-
tional, Clancy said people can go ahead 
and register to prepare for when the sys-
tem goes live.

With the new system, people will be 
able to sign into hunting areas using their 
phones and will be able to keep track of 
which areas for hunting are open.

“When people come on Fort Rucker to 
hunt, they must sign into the area that they 
wish to hunt in, so that installation officials 
know how many hunters are in an area at 
any given time,” said Clancy. “There are 
limits to how many hunters can be in an 
area at any given time, therefore, if an area 
is full, hunters will be able to see that with 
the new system.

“We need to know who is in the woods 
and what weapons they are using,” contin-
ued the ODR manager. “The game war-
dens or [military police] need to know in 
case [hunters] get lost or there is an issue, 
and that way they will know where they 
are and what kind of weapon they should 
have in hand if they have to approach 
them.”

With nearly 56,000 acres of hunting 
area on Fort Rucker, the new program is 
a boon for safety of the hunters, as well, 

since they will be able to track where each 
hunter as last signed into in case of an 
emergency.

“The game warden will carry a tablet 
with him and he’ll be able to see where 

someone signed in, so if anything comes 
up, he can see the last place someone 
was,” said Clancy.

The program is not just meant for track-
ing hunters, but also will be where people 

will obtain their permits for things like 
hunting, boating and fishing. They will 
also be able to take courses online, such 
as the boater’s safety course through the 
program, as well, said the ODR manager.

Before hunting, Clancy said that people 
must be sure to have all their permits, pa-
perwork and licenses in order.

For people to be able to hunt on post, 
hunters must first complete the hunter’s 
education course, have an Alabama State 
Hunting License and purchase a post per-
mit.

Although the bulk of paperwork will be 
done online, Clancy said people must visit 
ODR before hunting to have all of their 
permits verified.

There are areas that are designated for 
hunters of all types, including rifle hunt-
ing, shotgun hunting and bow hunting. 
Also, as of Aug. 31, there will be no more 
hog hunting at night, but raccoon hunting 
at night will still be allowed.

For more information, call 255-4305 or 
visit https://rucker.armymwr.com/us/ruck-
er/programs/hunting-and-fishing.
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Healthand Fitness
Dog days
Sweltering summer heat no 
walk in park for pets 

See Page D3

Then-Staff Sgt. Mark Brosel, checks out the track chair that he used during a previous Wounded War-
rior Fall Hunt. Outdoor recreation sports a host of equipment catering to wounded warriors, including a 
camping trailer and a boat. 

File photo

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

ON TARGET
Fort Rucker to roll out new system to track hunters

SILVER SPRING, Md. — Sum-
mer is in full swing as the tempera-
tures rise and the warm weather 
triggers heat illnesses that could 
threaten the readiness of the U.S. 
armed forces – especially among the 
youngest and most inexperienced 
service members and those training 
at installations in the southeastern 
United States.

“Prevention and treatment of heat 
illness among service members is 
important to the U.S. military be-
cause it speaks to readiness. Heat 
illnesses put warfighters at risk, 
making them unable to complete 
tactical missions. Moreover, trends 
are not decreasing,” said Dr. Francis 
G. O’ Connor, a professor and chair 
of Military and Emergency Medi-
cine and associate director for the 
Consortium on Health and Military 
Performance at the Uniformed Ser-
vices University of the Health Sci-
ences.

In 2016, the number of cases of 
heat stroke among active component 
service members was 401, declining 
4.1 percent from 418 cases in 2015. 
But the annual number of cases of 
“other heat illness” – known as heat 
exhaustion and “unspecified effects 
of heat” – was 2,135 in 2016, up 6.7 
percent from 2,001 cases in 2015, 
according to recent analysis pub-
lished in the peer-reviewed journal 
the Medical Surveillance Monthly 
Report. The term “heat illness” re-
fers to a spectrum of disorders that 
occur when the body is unable to 
dissipate heat absorbed from the 
external environment and the heat 
generated by internal metabolic pro-
cesses.

In 2016, the overall incidence 
rates of heat stroke and “other heat 
illness” were 0.31 and 1.65 cases 
per 1,000 person-years (p-yrs.), re-
spectively. Incidence rates of heat 
stroke were highest among males 
and service members aged 19 years 
or younger, Asian/Pacific Islanders, 
Marine Corps and Army members, 
recruit trainees, and those in combat-
specific occupations. The incidence 
rate of heat stroke among female 
service members was 44 percent 
lower than the rate among males.

In contrast, the incidence rate of 
“other heat illnesses” was higher 
among females than males. Rates 
were also higher among service 
members aged 19 years or younger, 
Marine Corps and Army members, 
recruit trainees, and service mem-
bers in combat-specific occupa-
tions, according to the analysis in 
the MSMR.

“The main causes of heat illness 
are not being adequately acclima-
tized to heat and humidity in a lo-
cal environment, lack of adequate 
fitness for the demands of the task, 
and the competitiveness of the train-
ing environment,” O’Connor said. 
“Baseline fitness is very important 
to protect against heat illness. An 

increasing number of recruits may 
face challenges that they have not 
seen before, as the nation currently 
struggles with issues of decreasing 
fitness levels and increasing prob-
lems with overweight and obesity. 
This is why good military leader-
ship is key— because good lead-
ers help encourage proper training, 
education, and preparation for the 
warm weather by showing their 
people how to protect themselves in 
the heat while recognizing heat can 
hurt them.”

Military leadership can minimize 
heat illnesses and injuries among 
recruits and service members by 
knowing prevention guidelines, 
knowing service members’ physi-
cal limits, and promoting the buddy 
system. 

“Protecting recruits and service 
members from heat exhaustion is 
to encourage starting workouts at a 
lower intensity, be well hydrated and 
familiar with onsite hydration and 
cooling sources,” said O’Connor, 
who has been a leader in sports med-
icine and education and research for 
the military for more than 20 years. 
“The most common time of the day 

READINESS AT RISK

Have you received a survey regarding your recent 
health care visit?

The Military Health System began mailing its pa-
tients Joint Outpatient Experience Surveys in June. 
JOES, which replaced the Army Provider Level Sat-
isfaction Survey, is a single survey for all military 
treatment facilities across the services. It will com-
bine and standardize methods used to learn about 
beneficiary healthcare experiences with the goal of 
making them better.

According to the Defense Health Agency the new 
survey will have considerable impact on how the 
MHS delivers health care. Whichever health care 
system service members, retirees and their families 
go to, they will receive the same questionnaire and 
will be able to relate their experience.

“With the Army, Navy, Air Force and DHA each 
having different surveys, it was difficult to accurately 
measure the quality of service we were providing to 
beneficiaries,” said Richard Bannick, branch chief 
of Decision Support Division within Defense Health 
Agency, in a recent interview with the Military Health 
System. “But now that we have a standardized survey 
instrument, are using standardized sampling, and a 
universal means of delivery [such as mail and email], 
we will have better comparisons across the services. 
And these new elements will give us information to 
improve the level of service we provide.”

If you receive a Joint Outpatient Experience Sur-
vey, please fill it out and let Lyster Army Health Clin-
ic know about your recent experience here. 

Your response helps the clinic know what improve-
ments can be made and what the clinic is doing well. 
The surveys also assist LAHC financially, with mon-
ey received from positive feedback on the surveys 
going back into patients’ healthcare. 

FEEDBACK

See readiness, Page D3

Heat injuries pose annual threat to service members

DOD graphic

By Briana Booker
Armed Forces Health Surveillance 
Branch

DOD graphic

Patient survey streamlined 
across healthcare services
By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Public Affairs Office

Mark Yoakum, outdoor recreation facilities manag-
er, drives The Warrior on Lake Tholocco with Tony 
Vilardo, a wounded warrior, in this file photo.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

The wounded warrior trailer is available for wound-
ed warriors and disabled veterans to rent either at 
the lake or to take on a trip.

Photo by Nathan Pfau
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for heat strokes to happen is the morning hours or during 
a series of hot days.” 

He said it is safer to schedule intense workouts during 
the cooler parts of day.

O’Connor also warns service members about the po-
tential hazards of using pre-workout supplements. These 
supplements often contain dangerous additives such as 
amphetamines that have been linked to side effects, in-
cluding heat intolerance, increased risk of heat stroke 
or seizures, high blood pressure, heart failure, and even 

sudden cardiac death.
“It’s important to use pre-workout supplements with 

caution and understand how they could affect your body, 
ideally discussing them with a knowledgeable health 
care provider, “he said. “But they should not be used in 
the heat.”

SILVER SPRING, Md. — Ranger is 
a young, active, healthy retriever. But he 
was out of sorts after spending a bright day 
playing fetch with his Frisbee-throwing 
owners. 

They noticed he was panting heavily and 
uncontrollably, and his saliva was thicker 
than usual.

Ranger’s next outing was to the veteri-
narian, where he was diagnosed with heat 
stress. He needed intravenous fluids and 
was hospitalized overnight. 

He recovered, and his owners learned an 
important lesson: the sweltering dog days 
of summer can harm household pets.

Both dogs and cats face the same sum-
mertime risks, veterinarians say. But dogs 
are more vulnerable than cats because they 
usually spend more time engaging in out-
door activities with their owners.

Heat-related injuries like Ranger’s are 
probably the biggest summertime con-
cern, said Dr. Kristina McElroy, a veteri-
nary public health officer and the Defense 
Health Agency’s Defense Support of Civil 
Authorities coordinator for veterinary ser-
vices. She works with other federal agen-
cies on disaster planning, preparedness, and 
response involving animal health, agricul-
ture, and food protection.

McElroy said daily walks help dogs accli-
mate as temperatures rise. But on a hot day, 
“even just 30 minutes of strenuous activity 

at a dog park could stress some pets.”
“A general rule is, if it’s too hot for you, 

then it’s even hotter for your dog,” said Col. 
Jennifer Chapman, a veterinarian and chief 
of plans and operations in the DHA’s Vet-
erinary Service Branch.

Chapman and McElroy recommend lim-
iting the amount of time pets spend in the 
sun during hot and humid stretches. When 
they do venture out, make sure there’s a 
shady spot where they can rest, and ensure 
there’s plenty of cool, clean water for them 
to drink.

Also, keep in mind that hot sidewalks 
and streets can burn paws. Walk dogs in 
the cooler morning and evening hours, 
McElroy said, and if that’s not possible, 
“try paw protectors, or walking in the grass 
instead.”

Dogs with light skin or fur also can get 
sunburned. Chapman advises sunblock 
made specifically for animals because sun-
block for people may contain zinc oxide 
and other ingredients that are toxic to pets. 
Pay attention to sparsely haired areas such 
as the nose, tips of ears, and the belly for 

pets that enjoy stretching out in the sun on 
their backs.

Heat can be deadly when pets are trapped 
in vehicles. Chapman notes that even in 
mild weather, temperatures inside cars 
can rise dangerously high in a matter of 
minutes. For example, on a comfortable 
80-degree day, the inside of a vehicle can 
reach 100 degrees in about 10 minutes. “It’s 
not enough to crack the windows, even if 
you’re going to be gone for only a few min-
utes,” Chapman said. “Never, ever leave a 
pet inside a car.”

Other outdoor hazards for pets include 
stinging and crawling insects, such as 
wasps, mosquitoes, and fleas; and arachnids 
such as ticks and spiders. Just like people, 
pets can have an allergic reaction to sting-
ing insects, McElroy said. Signs include 
swelling in the face and difficulty breath-
ing. If you notice any of these, take your pet 
to the veterinarian as soon as possible.

Mosquitoes and ticks carry diseases that 
are harmful to pets as well as to humans. 
“Let’s say you take your dog for a walk in 
the woods,” McElroy said. “If your pet isn’t 
protected, a tick can crawl onto it and use it 
as a bus, of sorts, until it can get to you. So, 
year-round protection for pets helps their 
owners as well.”

For more information, download a copy 
of a brochure published by the Army Public 
Health Center Animal Health published a 
useful brochure on hot weather pet safety 
at https://usaphcapps.amedd.army.mil/
HIOShoppingCart/viewItem.aspx?id=782.
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Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Afternoon on the Range 

Silver Wings Golf Course hosts its After-
noon on the Range with PGA professional 
Ty Andersen Saturdays from 1-2 p.m. Cost 
is $10and can be paid at the pro shop be-
fore the session starts at the driving range. 
The afternoon is a supervised practice with 
unlimited range balls.

For more information, call 255-0089.

Post permits extended
Existing Fort Rucker post fishing and 

hunting permits will be extended until 
Sept. 30, according to outdoor recreation 
officials. Post permit holders must come 
to ODR during regular business hours – 
7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. to receive the extension 
stamp. Existing permits that have not been 
stamped will not be valid. People can visit 
https://fortrucker.isportsman.net to pur-
chase a new Fort Rucker post permit after 
Sept. 30. 

Existing Alabama State fishing and hunt-
ing licenses will still expire Aug. 31. ODR 
will no longer be a licensed agent. Licenses 
may be purchased at outdooralabama.com 
or at a local retailer. 

For more information on hunting on Fort 
Rucker, call 255-4305.

Intramural volleyball coaches meeting
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Cen-

ter will hold intramural volleyball coaches 
meetings Monday at 9:30 a.m. and again 
at 5:30 p.m. The meetings will be open to 
anyone interested in coaching a volleyball 
team. This will be a coed league. All vol-
leyball games will be played at the Forten-
berry-Colton PFC. Meetings will be held in 

the Fort Rucker PFC’s conference room. 
For more information, call 255-2296.

Intramural flag football coaches 
meeting

The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center 
will hold intramural flag football coaches 
meetings Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. and again 
at 5:30 p.m. The meetings will be open 
to anyone interested in coaching a flag 
football team. This will be a coed league. 
Meetings will be held in the Fort Rucker 
PFC’s Conference Room. 

For more information, call 255-2296.

Fort Rucker Color Run
The Fort Rucker Color Run is schedules 

for Aug. 26 at the festival fields. Participants 
are encouraged to pre-register – forms are 
available at either physical fitness center or 
MWR Central. Race start times will be at 
8 a.m., 8:15 a.m. and 8:30 a.m., according 
to bib numbers. 

For more information, including costs 
for the run, call 255-2296.

Bowling leagues 
Rucker Lanes will host its fall and win-

ter bowling leagues starting the first week 
of September. Leagues will be available 
to all ages and be open to the public. For 
more information, call 255-9503 or visit 
rucker.armymwr.com. 

Stars and Strikes Bowling
Rucker Lanes will host its Stars and 

Strikes Bowling special Sept. 4. People 
can bowl for 25-cents per game and get 
50-cent shoe rental per person. For more 

information, call 255-9503.

Fort Rucker Hunting Incentive 
Program

Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation offers 
a hunting incentive program to help con-
trol the coyote and feral pig population on 
post. The program is targeted to controlling 
these invasive species. The hunting runs 
through Aug. 31. The first five registered 
hunters who kill five coyotes or 20 hogs 
and turn them in will be given a doe tag 
for deer season. In order to get credit for 
the kill and have it count towards the in-
centive, hunters must be signed into Hunt-
Trac, so their location is known and can be 
verified. Hunters will be allowed to email 
pictures in after hours to outdoor recreation 
with the hunter and the harvest killed in 
front of one of the weigh stations. Hunters 
on post are required to have an Alabama 
State Hunting Permit, a post hunting per-
mit and must have completed the hunters’ 
education course. Hunting on Fort Rucker 
is open to the public. 

For additional information on how to 
participate, including the email addresses 
for emailing the photos, call 255-4305.

Start Smart Soccer registration
Registration for the National Alliance 

for Youth Sports and Fort Rucker Youth 
Sports Start Smart Soccer program contin-
ues through Aug. 31. Start Smart is a six-
session instructional program that helps 
children learn the basics of soccer: kick-
ing, dribbling, trapping, throw ins and run-
ning. The program helps prepare children 
for organized soccer using safe and fun 

equipment to teach them the basic motor 
skills, according to organizers. The pro-
gram is open to children ages 3-4 years and 
requires 100-percent parent participation. 
The program will be held Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 5-5:45 p.m. for three 
weeks starting Sept. 11 at Baseball Field 2 
on Division Road. Cost is $25 per partici-
pant and includes a T-shirt. There will be a 
parents meeting Sept. 6 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
youth center gym, Bldg. 2800. 

To register, visit parent central services 
or use Webtrac. For more information, call 
255-9638 or 255-2254.

Start Smart Football registration
Registration for the National Alliance for 

Youth Sports and Fort Rucker Youth Sports 
Start Smart Football program continues 
through Aug. 31. Start Smart is a six-ses-
sion instructional program that helps chil-
dren learn the basics of football: kicking, 
punting, throwing, catching, and running 
and agility. The program helps prepare 
children for organized football using safe 
and fun equipment to teach them the basic 
motor skills, according to organizers. The 
program is open to children ages 6-8 years 
and requires 100-percent parent participa-
tion. The program will be held Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 5-5:45 p.m. for three 
weeks starting Sept. 12 at Baseball Field 2 
on Division Road. Cost is $25 per partici-
pant and includes a T-shirt. There will be a 
parents meeting Sept. 6 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
youth center gym, Bldg. 2800. 

To register, visit parent central services 
or use Webtrac. For more information, call 
255-9638 or 255-2254.

Continued from Page D1
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DOG DAYS
Military Health System
Communications Office Staff Report

Hannah Gabbard, military spouse, plays fetch with her dog, Rosco, in the spray park of Splash! Pool and 
Spray Park during the Dog Days of Summer event last year. Officials warn people to watch for signs of 
heat injury in their pets.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

USKA
MARTIAL ARTS

ONLY

$45
WEEKLY

1145 James Drive • enterprise, aL • 334-475-4308
(across frommr. mattress)

WWW.SCORPIONKARATE1.COM

AFTER SCHOOL
KARATE PROGRAM SPECIAL

registration fee/uniformnot incLuDeD
free pickup from schooL monDay - friDay

karate cLasses incLuDeD • free homework assistance
buLLy prevention • viDeo game room

outsiDe basketbaLL court • arts & crafts
trips/events & much more

MUST PRESENT AD TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT SPECIAL
BEFORE OR ON SEPTEMBER 1, 2017

ALL NON-MEMBERS ONLY

M

Sweltering summer heat no walk in park for pets



D4  ★  August 17, 2017  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

WE
BUY
CARS

2016 Cadillac ATS Standard
$24,992

2017 Ford Escape SE
$21,995

2013 Acura TSX
$15,992

2017 Nissan Frontier S
$24,992

2016 Chrysler 300C
$21,995

2013 Honda Accord Sedan EX
$15,992

2013 Buick Enclave Leather
$24,992

2016 Mazda Mazda3 Touring
$21,992

2015 Chevrolet Trax LS
$15,992

2017 Nissan Fontier S
$24,992

2014 Chevrolet Impala LT
$21,992

2014 Hyundai Tucson GLS
$15,595

2016 Dodge Charger R/T
$24,991

2016 Buick LaCrosse Leather
$21,992

2016 Chevrolet Malibu Limited LT
$15,595

2017 Jeep Cherokee Limited
$23,994

2014 Honda Accord LX
$16,553

2014 Toyota Camry LE
$15,994

2014 Buick Enclave Convenience
$23,991

2017 Nissan Sentra SV
$15,995

2014 Buick Verano Conv. Group
$15,492

2017 Kia Sedona LX
$22,995

2016 Mazda Mazda3 i Sport
$15,995

2015 Kia Optima LX
$14,995

2016 Ford Taurus Limited
$22,993

2014 Kia Optima Hybrid LX
$15,995

2016 Kia Soul +
$14,995

2007 Ford Super Duty F-250
$22,993

2016 Nissan Altima 2.5 S
$15,994

2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S
$14,994

2016 GMC Sierra 1500
$22,993

2017 Nissan Sentra SV
$15,994

2014 Hyundai Sonata GLS
$13,995

2016 Jeep Renegade Trailhawk
$22,593

2016 Chevrolet Impala LT
(fleet only) $15,994

2016 Toyota Corolla L
$13,994

2017 Kia Sedona LX
$21,995

2015 Chevrolet Malibu LT
$15,993

2014 Toyota Corolla LE
$13,994

Plus tax and tag on all vehicles.
Hablamos Espanol!
!

DOTHAN SOUTH
2067 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE SOUTH

DOTHAN, AL 36301
877-542-1722

ENTERPRISE
1501 E PARK AVENUE

ENTERPRISE, AL 36330
855-604-6551

SEE THE COMPLETE INVENTORY AT OutletAuto.com

NO OBLIGATION
APPRAISAL

WE’RE BUYING CARS!
We Will Buy Your Vehicle, Or You
Can Trade It In For Top Dollar!

WE’RE BUYING THEM ALL!
ALL YEARS! ALL MODELS!
WE WILL NOT BE OUTBID!

OVER400 VEHICLES!
NEW ONES

ARRIVING DAILY AT
ALL LOCATIONS!

NOW3LOCATIONS
• NORTH DOTHAN
• SOUTH DOTHAN
• ENTERPRISE

2007 Ford Super Duty
F-250 Harley-Davidson

SAVE THOUSANDS OFF ORIGINAL MSRP!

NOW $21,990
DOTHAN SOUTH LOCATION

2014 Dodge
Challenger R/T

SAVE THOUSANDS OFF ORIGINAL MSRP!

NOW $23,993
ENTERPRISE LOCATION

2016 Ford
Expedition EL XLT
Original MSRP $48,145

NOW $35,700
DOTHAN NORTH LOCATION

DOTHAN NORTH
3837 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE NORTH

DOTHAN, AL 36301
877-712-3354

Auto, Low Miles!
Stock #1125500L

2016 HYUNDAI ACCENT
$179 Down & $179 Per Mo.

2013 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$179 Down & $179 Per Mo.

2015 FORD FOCUS
$179 Down & $179 Per Mo.

YOUR CHOICE!
$179

DOWN
$179
PER MO.

&
$179

DOWN
$179

PER MO.&

*Payment based on 2.99% for 75 months (repayable at $14.63 per month per $1000 financed) subject to approved credit. $179 payment
based on financing $12,400. Offers in this ad are not combinable. Guaranteed loan program is a product of an outside finanial

institution and subject to their terms. See dealer for additional details. Plus tax and tag on all vehicles.

NORTH LOT GRAND RE-OPENING!NORTH LOT GRAND RE-OPENING!

In 2006, after nearly 10 years in the car business, Joe answered
the call to serve his country in the U.S. Army. Joe’s time in the Army
was spent as an OH58D Kiowa Warrior pilot. In addition to normal
pilot duties he held numerous additional duties, which include:
      
        
        
           
       
Joe retired April 2017.

We are proud to have Joe back in the car business and on the Outlet
team. Joe’s vast previous experience includes working in almost
every department in the dealership, including parts, service, sales,
and internet.

            
deal!

                

Joe Flint
Sales Manager

JFlint@OutletAuto.com
334-702-7002

WE HIRE
VETERANS!

MILITARY FINANCING FOR E-1’s & UP!
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