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Summer vacation is officially over on 
Fort Rucker as students made their way 
back to school Aug. 2, but things are a little 
different for elementary school students as 
they tackle the new school year.

Although the back-to-school day was 
typical for Fort Rucker Primary School 
students, Fort Rucker Elementary School 
students were settling into their new, 
temporary school, The Village, and even 
though parents and teachers had to learn 
to navigate a new morning routine, things 
couldn’t have gone any better, accord-
ing to Dr. Vicki Gilmer, principal of Fort 
Rucker Schools.

“I think this year’s back-to-school was 
amazing,” she said. “I am very grateful to 
the parents of all our students. Car rider 
and bus information was distributed, and 

See school, Page A7

Volunteerism is one way that people can benefit 
the lives of others, and Fort Rucker is making it 
easier for people to get involved in their commu-
nity through selfless service.

Army Community Service will host the 2017 
Fort Rucker Volunteer Recruitment Fair Wednes-
day from 9-11:30 a.m. at The Landing, and people 
from all over the Wiregrass are invited to learn 
the ways they can give back to the community, 
said Samantha Gonzalez, ACS volunteer.

“There will be internal and external agencies 
that will set up tables and give people information 
on what their service is, what they offer, how they 
help the community, and try and share the op-
portunities that are available to people,” she said. 
“With this being such a small community and 
such a transient community, people who might 
not be interested in finding a job, but want to still 
contribute and be active, volunteering is a great 
way for them to do that without any commitment 
or time restraints.”

The fair will feature representatives from local 
nonprofit and community organizations to discuss 
volunteer opportunities, as well as answer any 
questions people might have not only about vol-
unteering, but about what resources are available 
to them through the various organizations.

“It’s a good chance for people to find out what 
types of programs are available on the installa-
tion,” said Gonzalez. “It’s a great opportunity for 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

IMPACT

See impact, Page A7
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Sgt. Ted E. Bear greets students as they come off the bus during the first day of school Aug. 2 at The Village.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

back to school
New school,
new procedures,
no problems
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The U.S. Army Warrant Officer Career College 
welcomed a new commandant during a ceremony at 
the U.S. Army Aviation Museum Friday.

Col. Kelly E. Hines assumed command from Col. 
Garry L. Thompson as Brig. Gen. Troy. D Galloway, 
U.S. Army Combined Arms Center deputy com-
manding general, presided over the ceremony and bid 
farewell to Thompson, thanking him for his years of 
dedicated service to the warrant officer corps, while 
welcoming the new commander and giving him his 
full vote of confidence.

“Today we recognize Col. Garry Thompson and his 
family’s contribution to the Warrant Officer Career 
College, and we look forward to Kelly Hines and his 
family taking on that mantle of leadership,” he said 
during the ceremony. “Garry, thanks to you, Mary, 
Jeb and Addy for a tremendous job – well done.

“Col. Kelly Hines, congratulations – we look for-
ward to your leadership,” the general continued. 
“He’s obviously a very experienced leader and we 
also believe he’s the right leader at the right time. 
If you could paint a picture of what a leader looks 
like in the United States Army over the last 25 years, 
that’s Kelly Hines.”

Hines is no stranger to Fort Rucker, having served 
in his previous assignment as the 110th Aviation Bri-
gade commander, as well as the director for the U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excellence Directorate of 
Evaluations and Standardization.

He began his military service as an infantryman 
with the Oklahoma Army National Guard in 1985, 
and has served in various assignments, including ma-
chine gunner, fire team leader, squad leader and pla-
toon leader before graduating college in 1992.
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Col. Kelly E. Hines, U.S. Army Warrant Officer Career College 
commandant, assumes command from Col. Garry L. Thompson 
as he receives the unit colors from Brig. Gen. Troy D. Galloway, 
U.S. Army Combined Arms Center deputy commanding general, 
during a change of command ceremony at the U.S. Army Avia-
tion Museum Friday.

Units welcome new leaders

Warrant Officer Career College
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

See WOCC, Page A7

Volunteer fair helps 
people give back JOINT BASE LANGLEY-EUSTIS, Va. -- Col. Rick 

Zampelli assumed command of the 128th Aviation 
Brigade from Col. John Smith during a change of com-
mand ceremony at Joint Base Langley-Eustis July 28.

During the time-honored tradition, Maj. Gen. Wil-
liam K. Gayler, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence and Fort Rucker commanding general, passed 
the colors to Zampelli, demonstrating his confidence in 
the new commander’s ability to handle the responsibil-
ity of command and maintain the unit with discipline.

Following the passing of the colors, Gayler praised 
Soldiers and leaders within the brigade and reminded 
them of the significance of their job.

“We are charged in this brigade with our nation’s 
greatest treasure because our most valuable resource is 
and always will be our Soldiers,” said Gayler. “These 
Soldiers that are on the field today represent the life 
blood of the Aviation Branch. They represent a com-
mitment to producing combat power anywhere in the 
world.”

During Smith’s time with the brigade, more than 
11,000 warrant officers, noncommissioned officers 
and Soldiers were trained in 12 different programs of 
instruction. Smith will now go on to serve within the 
Defense Logistics Agency at Fort Lee.

“I am within the final hour of the greatest assign-
ment I have ever had and quite possibly will have,” 
said Smith. “The Soldiers on the field today, the fami-
lies in the audience and our dedicated civilians are 
what is right with America.”

Zampelli comes to Joint Base Langley-Eustis after 
serving as the Army Capabilities Integration Center 
Force 2025 director.

Photo by Air Force Staff Sgt. Teresa J. Cleveland

Col. Rick Zampelli, right, 128th Aviation Brigade incoming 
commander, accepts the guidon from Maj. Gen. William K. 
Gayler, USAACE and Fort Rucker commanding general, during 
a change of command ceremony at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, 
Va., July 28. 

128th Aviation Brigade
By Staff Sgt. Teresa J. Cleveland
633rd Air Base Wing Public Affairs

See 128th avn. bde., Page A7



Are you approaching the end of your mil-
itary career? Do you have one more moves 
left in you? If you do, you may see that 
despite current economic conditions, there 
are still plenty of jobs out there waiting for 
you. 

Many Soldiers exit the Army because 
they are tired of all the constant moves re-
quired of Soldiers and family members over 
a relatively short period of time. They want 
to settle down in one place, and finish rais-
ing their family and put down some roots. 
Not that this isn’t a great goal, but if you 
could make just one more move, you may 
be set, career wise at least, for the rest of 
your life. 

Getting your foot in the door of many 
companies requires that you go to where the 
jobs are. Yes, that means at least one more 
move, but the government will pay to move 
you to a home of selection, if you are retir-
ing.

If you are separating, the government will 
normally only pay to move you the distance 

to your place of enlistment or entry on ac-
tive duty at their expense. You will have to 
make up the difference if you move further 
than authorized. However, it may well be 

worth the added expense to get you a good 
paying job, especially during these resource-
constrained times. 

Recruiting firms are paid by hiring com-

panies to find them the best of the best to 
hire. They have job vacancies that must be 
filled. However, their area of responsibility 
is limited to a certain region of the country.

Soldiers who will not move into their re-
gion will not be considered for help by most 
recruiting firms.  

Remember, if you choose to stay in a 
certain location, then you are limited to the 
number of jobs and pay for that particular 
area. The more flexible you are, the more 
opportunities you have to get a good pay-
ing job.

Who knows, over time you may be able 
to work your way back to the area of your 
choice, or you may even fall in love with the 
new one. Either way, you have to weigh and 
decide what is best for you and your fam-
ily. 

Remember, also, that most companies 
will not pay to move you at their expense, 
so you will want to make that decision while 
you still have your relocation option by the 
Army. 

For more information on job searching 
tips, call the Fort Rucker SFL-TAP Center 
255-2558.
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Perspective

CW2 Solomon Nader, 
UH-60 Black Hawk 

Instructor Pilot Course“It’s a networking opportunity 
to meet new people with similar 
interests, and volunteering 
allows you to pursue things 
you’re passionate about.”

“It’s a way to give back to the 
community. I know the military 
does, a lot for the civilian world, 
so its nice to be able to give back 
any way you can.”

 “It helps out the community.”
 “It’s important because it gives 

everybody a chance to feel like 
they’re part of the community.”

W01 Zachary Dunlap, 
1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.

Lance Sponsler, 
civilian

2nd Lt. Chris Cardon, 
1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt.

“It gives you a broader 
understanding of who we are 
and why we’re here.” 

Lisa Nall, 
military spouse

The Volunteer Recruitment Fair will be 
Wednesday from 9-11:30 a.m. at The 

Landing. Why is it important for people 
to dedicate some time to volunteerism?”
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Antiterrorism is everyone’s responsi-
bility. Complacency, if present, provides 
our adversaries with opportunities to at-
tack Soldiers, civilians, contractors, family 
members and retirees. 

Recognizing threat indicators and sus-
taining a strong defensive posture is the 
best way to prevent terrorist acts and pro-
tect Army critical assets. 

August is Army Antiterrorism Aware-
ness Month and we are emphasizing it ac-
cordingly, but sustaining a strong defensive 

posture is a year-round activity for every 
person in every military community. 

The men and women who work tire-
lessly throughout the year to protect our 
communities need our help. We must un-
derstand the threats we face and how to 
best report suspicious activity. Now is the 
time to refresh your skills by taking the 
annually-required online AT Level I course 
located at https://jkodirect.jten.mil and to 
ensure you know your local iWatch report-
ing procedures.

We have instituted major changes in the 
way we defend against terrorists over the 
past year. The Force Protection Condition 
system has changed, and both the DODI 

2000.16 (DOD Antiterrorism Standards) 
and AR 525-13 (Antiterrorism) have been 
revised. 

However, we know terrorists revise and 
update their methods, too. In addition to 
identifying suspicious activities when we 
see them, we should also be hyper-vigilant 
for the cyber threats that surround us every 
day. Ensure your cybersecurity training is 
up-to-date and maintain awareness of the 
various cyber threats which change on a 
daily basis. 

Your vigilance could mean the difference 
between catastrophic network failure, or 
more importantly, between life and death.     

Sustain, Support and Defend! 

By Lt. Gen. Kenneth R. Dahl
Commander, U.S. Army Installation 
Management Command 

IMCOM CG message on 
antiterrorism awareness
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Statement of Publication authorization
The Army Flier is an authorized publication for 

members of the Department of Defense. Contents 
of the Army Flier are not necessarily the official 
views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, or 
the Department of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publication is the 
responsibility of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs 
Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published weekly by 
The Dothan Eagle, a private company in no way 
connected with the U.S. government under ex-
clusive contract with the Department of the Army. 

The appearance of advertising in this publica-
tion, including inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the U.S. Army or The 
Dothan Eagle.
Business matters

For business, advertisements, subscriptions or to 
report printing errors, contact The Dothan Eagle, 
227 N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or call (334) 
792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for all printing 
matters and commercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for the following 
week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army Flier is 

prepared, edited, provided and approved by the 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase, use or patronage 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other non-
merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this equal 
opportunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, 
the publisher shall refuse to print advertising 
from that source until the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or photographs by 
contacting the Army Flier, Public Affairs Office, 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334) 255-2028 or 
255-1239; calls to other PAO numbers are not 
normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army Flier by 
e-mail, please contact the editor at jhughes@
armyflier.com.

“

By Bryan Tharpe
Fort Rucker Soldier for Life Center
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Flexibility – key to success on job hunt



WASHINGTON — As Medal of Honor 
recipient Jim McCloughan was inducted 
into the Hall of Heroes Aug. 1, he reflected 
on those who gave the ultimate sacrifice 
and the bond he formed with his fellow 
Soldiers.

“The brave Soldiers who died in my 
arms will remain in my mind and my 
thoughts for the rest of my life. I heard the 
last words … of 18-, 19- and 20-year-old 
boys,” said McCloughan, who spent two 
years in the Army before returning to his 
native Michigan to teach psychology and 
sociology. “I wanted to save them all, but 
I couldn’t.”

The Department of Defense and the 
Army honored the former combat medic 
for the many lives he did save in a cere-
mony Aug. 1 at the Pentagon, officiated by 
Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis, Chief of 
Staff of the Army Gen. Mark Milley, and 
acting Army Secretary Robert Speer.

McCloughan, who rose to the rank of 
specialist five, served as a combat medic 
for the 89 Soldiers in C Company, 3rd 
Battalion, 21st Infantry Regiment, 196th 
Infantry Brigade, Americal Division, after 
getting drafted into the Army at age 22. 

With several of the men whose lives he 
saved in attendance, McCloughan reflect-
ed on the harrowing three days he spent 
in South Vietnam when he repeatedly 
stepped into enemy fire to rescue and tend 
to injured U.S. service members. From 
May 13-15, 1969, McCloughan saved the 
lives of at least 10 Soldiers during combat 
at Nui Yon Hill in South Vietnam. 

“He’s a living example that we all should 
be,” Milley said of McCloughan. “His en-
try into the ranks of our greatest national 
heroes as a recipient of the Congressional 
Medal of Honor is 48 years overdue.”

Mattis recounted the details of “Doc” 
McCloughan’s story and lauded his cour-
age. Milley credited Charlie Company 

members for leading the campaign to 
upgrade McCloughan’s Bronze Star to a 
Medal of Honor. President Trump award-
ed the medal to McCloughan in a White 
House ceremony July 31. 

“I tell you, sir, that while this honor is 
long overdue, it comes in earnest,” Mattis 
said to McCloughan. “We are very, very 
honored to have you, your bride and your 
family here today. We stand in respect of 
you, of your warrior brothers, and of your 
heroic sacrifice. Because you stand as a 
living example of America’s awesome 
determination to defend herself, or what 
President Trump called yesterday ‘Amer-
ica’s unbreakable spirit.’”

Among McCloughan’s heroic acts in-
clude running 100 meters into an open 
field while facing enemy fire to rescue 
Spc. Bill Arnold, who was thrown from a 
fallen helicopter. 

While wounded from shrapnel from a 
rocket-propelled grenade, the medic led 
two Americans to safety. McCloughan later 

ignored a direct order to stay back and en-
tered enemy fire four more times to extract 
wounded soldiers. McCloughan refused to 
evacuate as he treated the wounded. On 
May 14, C Co. was again ordered to move 
out on Nui Yon Hill. There, McCloughan 
suffered more injuries while tending to 
two Soldiers in an open rice patty.

“Doc McCloughan certainly knew the 
danger that lay before him and his men 
– his brothers. However, not acting was 
against his character,” Speer said. “In the 
face of death, in the fury of persistent ene-
my fire, Doc rose to the occasion. Repeat-
edly he risked his life so that other men 
would persevere.”

The medic helped his men persevere 
under insurmountable odds when about 
1,500-2,000 enemy from a Vietcong regi-
ment and two companies from a second 
North Vietnamese division descended to-
ward him and his C Co. teammates. 

“The enemy looked like lava flowing 
down off the hill coming down toward our 

position,” McCloughan said.
Again and again, McCloughan ran 

into enemy fire to rescue and extract the 
wounded, inspiring his teammates to fight 
for their survival. When his unit’s supplies 
began to run out, McCloughan volunteered 
to hold a blinking strobe light in the dark 
to mark a beacon for a resupply shipment.

While rockets and grenades flew around 
his exposed body, McCloughan contin-
ued to fight against enemy fire, treating 
the wounded throughout the night. He 
also organized the dead and wounded for 
evacuation. Mattis said the combat med-
ic’s actions continue to inspire nearly five 
decades later. 

“You remind us of the gravity of the deci-
sions we make in this building, the support 
we owe in this building and the enduring 
truths of combat,” Mattis said. “The need 
for a level of physical stamina that goes 
beyond words to describe it. You, your ex-
ample (and) your story are welcome here 
with all the humbling impact it has on ev-
ery one of us, regardless of rank.”

McCloughan credited his background as 
an athlete at the prep and collegiate lev-
els with giving him the instincts needed 
to make pressure decision on the battle-
field. He said a high school job working 
at a funeral home in his native Michigan 
prepared him for the realities of death. 
He said his sense of humor was crucial 
for morale and helping wounded Soldiers 
from going into shock. 

McCloughan also honored his late par-
ents, Oliver and Margaret, for instilling in 
him values he carried with him into com-
bat, as well as his uncle, Jack, whom he 
called his idol.

“My character was molded by them, and 
the mental discipline I learned from athlet-
ics allowed me to maintain my focus dur-
ing our many battles,” McCloughan said. 

After returning to Michigan, Mc-
Cloughan spent 40 years teaching and 
coaching, eventually coaching both of his 
sons and numerous student athletes.

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
Senate voted unanimously Aug. 
1 to confirm former Army Ranger 
Ryan McCarthy as the next under 
secretary of the Army.

President Donald J. Trump 
nominated McCarthy in June 
for the position. He will succeed 
Karl Schneider, senior official 
performing the duties of the un-
der secretary of the Army.

Responsibilities of the under 
secretary include the Army’s 
budget, business transformation, 
acquisition modernization and 
energy-efficiency initiatives.

BACKGROUND
McCarthy graduated from the 

Virginia Military Institute. He 
also earned a master’s in business 

administration from the Univer-
sity of Maryland. 

He served in the 75th Ranger 
Regiment during the early days 

of Operation Enduring Freedom 
in Afghanistan.

Early in McCarthy’s career, he 
worked at the Hong Kong and 

Shanghai Banking Corporation. 
He later became a staff member 
at the United States House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. He also 
served as an assistant to Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates.

McCarthy joined Lockheed 
Martin in 2011, where he worked 
on programs including the Lock-
heed Martin F-35 Lightning II. 
He most recently served as the 
vice president of the sustainment 
program for the F-35 program.

CONFIRMATION
In his confirmation hearing be-

fore the Senate Armed Services 
Committee July 12, McCarthy 
described the Army as “the lynch-
pin of the U.S. military since 
9/11,” despite increasing danger 
and uncertainty in the world, and 
a smaller Army force.

McCarthy described the job of 

under secretary as very challeng-
ing. He said that modernizing the 
Army and maintaining the near-
term readiness of the Army under 
the Budget Control Act will not 
be an easy task. 

“If confirmed, I will prioritize 
the readiness of the total Army, 
modernization of capabilities, 
and care of the force,” McCarthy 
told the committee.

McCarthy described the Army 
as a “people organization.”

“If confirmed, I will work tire-
lessly to develop solutions to ad-
dress the well-being of the men 
and women in uniform across the 
total force, their families, and the 
civilian workforce,” he said. He 
referenced the sacrifices made by 
Soldiers and their families over 
the past 16 years, “collectively 
fighting the longest war in the 
nation’s history.”
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News Briefs
Aviation Industry Day

Fort Rucker Aviation Industry Day is 
slated for today and Friday at The Land-
ing. The two-day event will include an 
expo daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and more than 30 industry displays. The 
event offers the opportunity for Aviation 
industry representatives to interact with 
Soldiers and trainers, according to orga-
nizers. Attendees will also get a firsthand 
look as Aviation industry representatives 
showcase new equipment, services pro-
vided, simulators and discuss the latest 
in Aviation technology. The expo display 
area is open free of charge to the Fort 
Rucker community. Soldiers and Depart-
ment of Defense civilians are welcome to 
attend the expo. 

For additional details, call 255-9446. 

Voting location change
For those from Dale County who have 

traditionally voted in local elections at 
the Fort Rucker Elementary School, 
the voting location has changed for the 
upcoming election cycle to the Corvias 
Building on Andrews Avenue near the 
Golf Course (old NCO Club building). 
The upcoming dates and times are:

* Tuesday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.;
* Sept. 26, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.; and
* Dec. 12, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Military pay briefing 
The Defense Military Pay Office brief-

ing for Soldiers scheduled to separate due 
to expired term of service or involuntary 
separation (non-retirement) is offered as 
a weekly group briefing. The ETS brief-

ing is held Tuesdays at 1 p.m. in Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 371B. Soldiers should bring 
the following documents to the brief-
ing: two copies of separation orders and 
amendments, DA 31 - Request and Au-
thority for Leave (if approved) and the 
original or notarized copy of documents 
to support changes in marital status not 
previously reported to the DMPO.

The DMPO will continue to provide 
desk-side briefings for Soldiers who do 
not receive orders in time to attend a 
group briefing. Command teams with 
Soldiers who cannot attend a regularly 
scheduled briefing due to time con-
straints should call 255-3939, 255-9182 
or 255-3115.

Lost and found
People who have lost or misplaced 

property while on Fort Rucker can call 
the Directorate of Public Safety’s lost 
and found point of contact at 255-3239 to 
inquire if their property has been turned 
in. To claim their property, people must 
be able to demonstrate ownership of the 
property. DPS retains property found or 
turned in at special events held on the 
installation, such as Freedom Fest – the 
most common items turned-in are keys, 
cell phones and wallets.

Pay office closure
The Defense Military Pay Office clos-

es at 12:30 p.m. on Wednesdays. Also, 
beginning Tuesday, DMPO office hours 
will change to 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Mondays-Tuesdays, 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Wednesdays, and 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 

p.m. Thursdays and Fridays.

Specialty printing requirement
Due to a change in printing procedure, 

document printing services now requires 
that all documents for printing that re-
quire specialty paper be submitted three 
weeks prior to the requested delivery 
date. 

For more information, call 255-1363.

Yoga classes
Lyster Army Health Clinic offers free 

yoga classes Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
in the Lyster Activity Center, Rm. J-100, 
of the clinic. Participants are encouraged 
to bring their own mat.

Weight control
The Lyster Army Health Clinic Fit for 

Performance Weight Control Program 
consists of six sessions taken over a six- 
to 12-week period. The program is avail-
able to all active-duty military, retirees 
and family members. Classes are held on 
Tuesdays from 9-11 a.m. or 1-3 p.m. 

For more information, call 255-7986.

AAFES restaurants open to visitors, 
employees

While Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service shopping privileges are only 
open to Soldiers, Airmen and their fami-
lies, anyone can dine in Fort Rucker Ex-
change restaurants or pick up grab-and-
go fare from Express locations. Army 
Regulation 215-8/Air Force Instruction 
34-211 (I) lets anyone – including visi-

tors, contractors and Department of De-
fense civilians – dine at the exchange’s 
more than 1,600 restaurants worldwide. 
The regulation also authorizes anyone 
to buy grab-and-go food and beverages 
from one of the exchange’s 300-plus Ex-
press locations as long as the items are 
consumed on the installation. 

“Whether you work on the installation 
or are just visiting a military family mem-
ber, the Exchange has you covered with 
a variety of satisfying meal options,” said 
Ralph Kleemann, Fort Rucker Exchange 
general manager. “With numerous better-
for-you options in both the food court and 
Express, the exchange proves you don’t 
have to wait until you’re off-post to eat a 
hearty, healthy meal.”

Guidelines on who is authorized to use 
exchange operations are prescribed by 
Army Regulation 215-8/Air Force In-
struction 34-211 (I) and the Armed Ser-
vices Exchange Regulations, Department 
of Defense Instruction 1330.21. 

Anyone who believes they qualify for 
full exchange benefits, including access 
to main stores, should contact the Fort 
Rucker Exchange at 334-503-9044.

PTSD group
A post traumatic stress disorder educa-

tion group meets Tuesdays from 5-6:30 
p.m. in the Fort Rucker Spiritual Life 
Center in Bldg. 8939 on Red Cloud Road. 
The group follows the Veterans Affairs 
protocol PTSD Recovery Program and 
is for anyone interested in learning more 
about PTSD.

For more information, call 255-3903.

By Joe Lacdan
Army News Service

Army inducts Vietnam medic into Hall of Heroes

McCarthy confirmed as Army under secretary

Air Force Tech Sgt. Brigitte Brantley

Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis presents former Spc. 5 James C. McCloughan the Medal of Honor 
flag during McCloughan’s Medal of Honor Hall of Heroes induction ceremony Aug. 1 at the Pentagon in 
Washington, D.C. 

By Jalen Brown
For Army News Service

Senate Armed Services Committee photo

Ryan McCarthy testifies July 12 at his confirmation hearing before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. He was confirmed as under secretary of the Army Aug. 1. 



REDSTONE ARSENAL — A product 
manager with Program Executive Office, 

Aviation has been recognized by the Depart-
ment of Defense for efforts to help the Army 
save millions of dollars.

Alivio Mangieri, a branch chief in the 
Air Traffic Control product office, received 

a Value Engineering award at the Pentagon 
July 18 for developing a proposal to use 
government-owned software instead of an 
obsolete commercial derivative. 

His value engineering proposal, Improve 
the Tactical Airspace Integration System, 
Air Defense System Integrator Software, 
implemented in September 2016, received 
the DOD VE award under the “Special” cat-
egory. The proposal has a verified cost sav-
ings of $36.9 million over a six year period.

Mangieri, who has been working with 
PM Aviation Systems since 2007, credits the 
efforts of the entire ATC product office in 
achieving the award. 

“This is a team recognition award,” 
Mangieri said. “The reward was a result of a 
dedicated and hardworking team at product 
office ATC.”

Mangieri is no stranger to the Value Engi-
neering program. He successfully executed 
several VE initiatives while a member of 

Aviation Ground Support Equipment prod-
uct office prior to moving to the ATC office. 
So, even as he changed product offices he 
continued his Value Engineering efforts, re-
invigorating the program within the ATC.

Having served more than 13 years of fed-
eral service, Mangieri says what he likes 
about the job is everything he and his fellow 
workers accomplish ultimately helps the 
Soldier. 

“I want to be all I can be for the Army,” 
said Mangieri. “Everybody at PM Aviation 
Systems shares the same vision and is dedi-
cated to supporting our warfighters in the 
field.”

The VE awards are presented annually by 
the DOD under secretary of defense for ac-
quisition, technology and logistics. The VE 
program is intended to improve products, 
systems and processes, with a focus on re-
duced cost, increased reliability and resolu-
tion of identified issues.
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$36 MILLION IN SAVINGS
PEO Aviation product manager’s Value Engineering proposal earns DOD recognition

Courtesy photo

Alivio Mangieri, product manager for the PEO Aviation Air Traffic Control product office, accepts a Value 
Engineering Achievement Award during a ceremony July 18 at the Pentagon. Presenting the award is 
Kristen Baldwin. 

By Paul J. Stevenson
Program Executive Office Aviation

PRE-QUALIFIED FOR YOUR LOAN AT TIMWHITEHEADFORTHEPEOPLE.COM

(334) 347-8906 • 1-800-239-8906
GET

Jason Keen
Retired Sgt. 1st Class
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CHALLENGER
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WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
military today is the most power-
ful and technologically advanced 
fighting force on the planet, and 
reorganization within the Depart-
ment of Defense aims at ensuring 
the military maintains its com-
petitive advantage well into the 
future, said Deputy Defense Sec-
retary Pat Shanahan.

The fiscal year 2017 National 
Defense Authorization Act direct-
ed the department to reorganize 
the office of the undersecretary of 
defense for acquisition, technol-
ogy and logistics. DOD submitted 
a report detailing the process to 
Congress in early August.

The “901 report,” so named for 
the section of the law that called 
for the change, calls for a reorga-
nization that breaks the office into 
two entities, each headed by an 
undersecretary. One is the under-
secretary of defense for research 
and engineering and the other is 
the undersecretary for acquisition 
and sustainment. Another major 
portion of the report upgrades 
DOD’s chief management officer.

The changes will be effective 
Feb. 1.

“THE SPEED OF 
RELEVANCE”

The move is designed to en-
able the department to maintain 

technological superiority, ensure 
systems are affordable and em-
phasize management of business 
enterprises.

The change is designed to em-
phasize “the speed of relevance,” 
Shanahan said during a roundtable 
discussion with Pentagon report-
ers. “We have to act well within 
the cycle of what’s important for 
us to do.”

The change is designed to make 
military capabilities more lethal, 
encourage partnerships within 
the department and with allied 

nations, and to ensure acquisi-
tion processes fulfill the needs of 
service members now and in the 
future, Shanahan said.

DOD has been spending too 
much time on the here and now 
and needs to invest instead in the 
systems that will maintain the U.S. 
military lead in the years ahead, 
defense officials said. Not doing 
so would enable countries like 
Russia and China to gain parity.

“The DOD research, engineer-
ing, acquisition and sustainment 
organizations and processes must 

be sources of competitive advan-
tage that ensure the warfighting 
superiority of U.S. forces around 
the globe,” the report said.

Speed is important, Shanahan 
said. Developing a capability and 
getting it in the hands of service 
members is key to the process. 
“The way I think about speed is 
like baseball in the farm system. 
You take a certain talent and [see] 
how quickly can you get it to the 
big leagues. Our whole system 
has to be about the same thing.”

Baseball doesn’t get a phenom-

enal 17-year-old player and finally 
get him to the major leagues when 
he is 45, and neither should the 
DOD, he said.

ACQUISITION
On the acquisition side of the 

split, it really boils down to two 
things, Shanahan said: how to 
make it easier for companies to do 
business with DOD, and how to 
help contractors and suppliers do 
more for less.

All of this goes back to the ba-
sic guidance the deputy secretary 
received from Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis to improve the lethal-
ity of the force. “How do we stay 
downrange to make sure that the 
privates of today are being sup-
ported as well as the privates of 
the future?” Shanahan said. “My 
headset is more on them as our 
customer … and that is how we 
tend to work in business. You 
have a customer and the customer 
is always right. The smart folks 
can always figure out the issues 
that are most important to the cus-
tomer.”

Service members “are the rea-
son we come to work every day,” 
he said. “The way I look at it, I’m 
overhead, and I have to justify be-
ing overhead and that means being 
faster and with more lethality.”

He added that he hopes that ser-
vice members will start to see im-
provements soonest on the readi-
ness side.

DOD restructures acquisition office 
to improve military lethality, speed

Army photo

Deputy Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan walks up the steps to the Pentagon July 20. Shanahan became the 33rd deputy 
defense secretary July 19. 

By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity
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ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, 
Md. — The Army is implementing a plan 
to update mission command network 
software and hardware across 400 Army, 
Army Reserve and Army National Guard 
units beginning later this year and con-
tinuing through 2019. 

This robust effort will reduce the num-
ber of disparate software and hardware 
systems in today’s command-post envi-
ronment, mitigating system complexity 
and allowing for easier network initial-
ization and sustainment, said Col. Troy 
Crosby, project manager for Mission 
Command, who has the lead for imple-
mentation of the fielding efforts. 

The ultimate goal of the effort will 
be to reduce more than a dozen mission 
command network software and hardware 
versions across the Army to one standard 
baseline, he said. 

“The rapid pace of deployments in the 
past 15 years has led to a significant in-
crease in the Army’s mission command 
systems as units have requested addition-
al capabilities,” Crosby said. “The Army 
is changing how it fields and sustains 
these systems, necessitating a move to a 
single baseline today, while we continue 
developing the next baseline as part of the 
Army’s Common Operating Environment 
effort.”

In May, the Army G3/5/7 issued an 
Army-wide directive for tactical units to 
consolidate to a single software baseline 
for mission command applications by the 
end of 2019. To execute the order, ele-
ments from Program Executive Office 
Command, Control and Communications-
Tactical are mobilized to support fielding 
up to 280 units within the next year and 
to the remainder of the Army in 2019. 
This innovative approach will encompass 
fielding new systems, training units that 
require it, and providing field support 
where needed. 

The Army G3/5/7, with coordination 
across Army Forces Command and other 
stakeholders, has prioritized unit fielding 
by taking into consideration operational 
and regional alignment of units to en-
sure all are upgraded at the right time and 
place. Army Reserve and Army National 

Guard tactical units will also receive the 
software and hardware improvements 
with careful coordination to ensure unit 
availability and training schedules are 
taken into account. 

Fielding will begin in August 2017, 
with an aggressive completion timetable 
of 28 months to the more than 400 total 
units, from battalion through corps ech-
elons.

ACCELERATED FIELDING 
TIMELINE

The Army will employ Unit Set Field-
ing practices to execute the baseline re-
duction effort. USF, initiated in 2006, 
works as a “one-stop-shop” for units by 
managing the planning and implementa-
tion of fielding and reset for network ca-
pabilities. 

USF is synchronized with units’ long-
range training calendars, reset and sup-
port. It is also closely aligned with the 
Army’s Sustainable Readiness Model for 
building trained and ready forces. 

Through the USF process, capabilities 
are provided to a unit in a sequenced or-
der until a complete kit is received. Be-
cause network capabilities require techni-
cal knowledge, training and support are 
provided throughout the process. 

“Through unit set fielding, we typically 
touch between 80 and 100 units per year,” 
said Thane C. St. Clair, PM Mission Com-
mand’s materiel fielding branch chief. 
“The Army is asking us to do in two years 
what we normally do in a five-year pro-
cess (as part of technical refresh). This is 
a key readiness effort, so we increased the 
size of our new equipment training team 

from 28 to 94 people to have the global 
reach to get the job done.”

To meet the accelerated schedule, Army 
fielding representatives will bring together 
active Army, Reserve and National Guard 
units from across a region to a central 
site, usually a large installation, instead of 
traveling to every unit’s location. To date, 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky, and Fort Hood, 
Texas, have been identified as initial re-
gional target locations. Mission Training 
Centers and National Guard training hubs 
will also be leveraged to allow for suffi-
cient capacity. 

The greatest anticipated challenge with 
this initiative is the amount of unit train-
ing needed to familiarize signal, general 
purpose user and maintainers with the 
upgraded capability, St. Clair said. Bal-
ancing the training need with worldwide 
deployments, readiness exercises, perma-
nent change of station moves and unit ro-
tations will be a challenge. 

This effort will take continuous plan-
ning events across Army Staff, the pro-
gram community, FORSCOM, Army Re-
serve and Army National Guard. Planning 
teams are meeting regularly to ensure 
up-to-date information flows to receiv-
ing units over the course of the next two 
years. 

Currently, units stationed in the Pacific 
will begin to receive fielding and training 
in fiscal year 2018, those in Europe and 
Southwest Asia in 2019, and those within 
the United States are scheduled for both 
years. The new hardware and software 
that units will receive depend on the ver-
sions they were last fielded. 

If hardware can accommodate mission 
requirements and the latest software – 
termed software block 11.16 – it will not 
need replacement. The length of train-
ing and travel requirements will depend 
on the unit type/echelon and number of 
hardware and software updates needed to 
achieve a common baseline. 

REDUCING TRAINING BURDEN 
Over the last 16 years of continuous 

combat, multiple, interdependent mission 
command software versions were fielded 
at the same time to meet units’ operation-
al requirements. In some cases software 
baselines were specific to the mission or 
the region in which the unit was being de-
ployed. 

Although this approach met mission re-
quirements, it resulted in arduous training, 
sustainment and interoperability issues. 

“In the last several years, the program 
office has been answering requests from 
Soldiers for additional capability or soft-
ware patches and we kept enhancing new 
features and functionalities,” said Kim 
Reid, product director for PM Mission 
Command’s Strategic Mission Command. 
“Now we must simplify and automate the 
tools that we’ve added and improve the 
Soldier’s ability to stand up infrastruc-
ture, install software, as well as configure 
and connect it to units around them.” 

Currently across Army tactical units, 
there are as many as five laptop models 
and four versions of server stacks. The 
fielding effort will reduce the variet-
ies of tactical laptops and servers to two 
baselines of common hardware. This 
will ultimately enable end users to man-
age hardware sustainment and warranties 
more easily, while reducing the hardware 
footprint in the command post. 

Standardization of mission command 
software will be a major priority of the 
baseline fielding effort. Although mis-
sion command application functionality 
is similar across tactical units, different 
software versions have created varying 
user experiences, sustainment issues, 
interoperability challenges and training 
gaps. 

A universal baseline decreases the 
number of software patches and security 
updates that must be developed, tracked 
and then implemented in the field. It also 
helps with release of new software by cre-
ating an environment for interoperability. 

By Dan Lafontaine
Program Executive Office Command,
Control, Communications-Tactical
 Public Affairs

Mission command network updates 
improve simplicity, strengthen capabilities

Photo by Bridget Lynch

The Army is implementing a plan to update mission command network software and hardware across 
400 Army, Army Reserve and Army National Guard units through 2019. 

Benjamin Caro Jr.,
Chief Master Sargent

U.S. Air Force

Application fee waived for MILITARY

For more information visit emba.ua.edu or call 205.348.4501
*Tuscaloosa, Alabama Program Only for 17 months

Earn your MBA while attending class
every other weekend.*

You may be quali�ed to have our
GMAT/GRE requirement waived!

Application Deadline: October 27
Classes Start: November 28

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

ElbaEnterprise

Enterprise’s
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(7 Days a Week)
6580 Boll Weevil Circle
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looking for local events? Check 
page 6 in this week’s community 

section.

334-793-3045

KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dothan, Alabama

(Across From Eye Center South)
LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES & FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

YOUR FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED STORE FOR OVER 50 YEARS
Same Day Delivery • NatioNwiDe Service

Limited Quantities • Some One and Two of a Kind • Pictures Similar To Illustration
Floor Models • Demo’s • Scratch & Dent • Slightly Used

Low Price Policy
KING’S

Bring us the best price you can
find for any merchandise we

carry – if we don’t beat it, we’ll
give you the item FREE!

Easy Payment Plans

••••Lay-a-Way••••

WHIRLPOOL WASHER
Select Water & Load Size.

Was $328

SALE
$228

WHIRLPOOL DRYER
Commercial Design, Heavy Duty

Compare $378

SALE
$218

WHIRLPOOL WASHER
2 Speed, 5 Cycle, 3 Temp.,

Compare $348

SALE
$248

18.0 CU. FT.
FRIDIGAIRE

REFRIGERATOR
/FREEZER
Icemaker Ready,

New in Carton, 2 Door,
No Frost. Was $699

SALE
$419

4 PC.
BEDROOM SUITE

Dresser, Headboard, Mirror & Night
Stand. Compare at $499

SALE
$299

ALL RECLINERS
SALE PRICED

TO MOVE

BUNK BEDS
Compare at $349

SALE
$98 EA.

2-PC
LIVINGROOM SUITE

Sofa & Loveseat. Choice of patterns
& styles. Compare at $998.

SALE
$398

MATTRESS SALE
Twin..................Ea. Pc. $55.95
Full....................Ea. Pc. $64.95
Queen...............Ea. Pc. $79.95
King .................. Ea. Pc. $89.95

Sold Sets Only

FRIGIDAIRE
ELECTRIC RANGE

New in carton. 30 inch, plug in,
plug out burners, See thru oven

door. Compare $699

SALE
$319

FRIGIDAIRE
FRONT LOAD

WASHER
& DRYER

PAIR
$698

REG. $1498

RIGIDAIRE FRIGIDAIRE
26 CU. FT.

REFRIGERATOR
Side-By-Side, New in Carton
Stainless Steel, Ice & Water
Through Door. Was $1028.

SALE$78895

FRIGIDAIRE
OVER THE
COUNTER

MICROWAVE
Compare $299

SALE
$159

WESTINGHOUSE
DISHWASHER

Heavy Duty, Regular Wash &
Dry Compare at $325.

SALE$21995

14.8 CU.FT.
FRIGIDAIRE

CHEST FREEZER
$329
5 CU.FT.

CHEST FREEZER
New in Carton

$149

FRIGIDAIRE 21
CU.FT. UPRIGHT

FREEZER
New in Carton, No Frost,

Compare $749

SALE
$598

FRIGIDAIRE
14 CU.FT.
UPRIGHT
FREEZER
Compare $475

SALE
$368

OTHER
RANGES

Starting at

$295

All new merchandise • Special purchase on Whirlpool, Frigidaire,
some new in carton, some scratch & dent. Some one & two of a kind.

4 DAYS ONLY
August 10th, 11th, 12th & 14th - Thurs., Fri., Sat., & Mon

2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W.
Dothan, Alabama

793-3045
“Your Family Owned &

Operated Store For Over 50 Years”
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK CINEMAS 10
100 New Centre Drive • Enterprise, AL 36330

Web Site: clarkcinemas.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-3811
DISCOUNT FOR ACTIVE & RETIRED MILITARY

(WITH ID) + 1 Guest

— August 11 - 17, 2017 —

1 NUT JOB 2: NUTTY BY
NATURE — PG — realD3D

12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30 & 9:30
2 DESPICABLE ME 3 — PG

1:00 & 4:00
ANNABELLE: CREATION — R

7:00 & 9:30
3 EMOJI — PG

1:30 & 4:00
DETROIT — R

7:20 & 10:10
4 SPIDER MAN — PG13

1:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 10:15
5 NUT JOB 2: NUTTY BY NATURE

PG • 4K BAS

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:15
6 ANNABELLE: CREATION

R • 4K BAS

1:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 9:45
7 DUNKIRK — PG13

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:45
8 KIDNAP — R

1:30, 4:30, 7:30 & 9:45
9 GIRLS TRIP — R

1:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 10:00
10 DARK TOWER — PG13

1:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 9:30

ALL CINEMAS 7.1 AUDIO
SHOWTIMES AND
TITLES SUBJECT

TO CHANGE!

WASHINGTON — Aug. 
8 marked the third anniver-
sary of the U.S.-led coali-
tion air campaign against 
the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria, during which millions 
of people have been freed 
from ISIS control, Pentagon 
spokesman Navy Capt. Jeff 
Davis said Monday.

Briefing the Pentagon 
press corps, Davis said the 
air campaign was a response 
to a terrorist army that came 
seemingly out of nowhere 
and emerged as one of the 
most well-funded, fastest-
growing and most capable 
terrorist networks anywhere 
in the world.

“On Aug. 8, 2014, two 
FA-18 [Super Hornet] jets 
launched from the USS 
George W. Bush in the [Per-
sian] Gulf and dropped the 
first 500-pound laser-guid-
ed bombs on fighters near 
Irbil,” Iraq,” Davis said.

ISIS was more than just 
an insurgency, he added. 
They were capable of hold-
ing 40,000 square miles of 
territory and able to launch 
external attacks in Europe 
and the United States.

At one point they held 
an area the size of Ohio, 
Davis said, “and … 8 mil-
lion people were being ruth-
lessly held captive by their 
rule, living in misery, many 
fleeing their homes, many 
forced into refugee status, 
many forced into slavery. 
And we saw their depravity 
in videos that they posted 
on YouTube.”

Although 5 million peo-
ple are now liberated from 
ISIS control, ISIS still pres-
ents a great threat, he said.

“We know that they con-
tinue to murder and wound 
innocent people – using 
them as human shields and 
displacing families into 
refugees. And we know that 
they’re spreading to other 
places. We’ve seen their 
attacks in Europe … [and] 
we’ve seen their influence 
shift into places like Af-
ghanistan, Mali, and now 
even the Philippines.”

DEFEAT-ISIS 
COALITION

In the three years since 
that first air strike, Davis 
noted, “we’ve worked very 
methodically over time with 
our defeat-ISIS coalition 
and ISIS’ control has been 
reduced significantly.”

In Iraq, about 70 per-
cent of the territory ISIS 
once held is now liberated. 
In Syria, 50 percent of the 
territory they once held is 
liberated, and ISIS has not 
retaken one inch of territory 
liberated by the coalition, 
Davis said.

“This includes places 
where external operations 
were [being] hatched and 
that served as hubs for 
the flow of foreign fight-
ers in and terrorists out. 
Places like Manbij, and 
now Raqqa, their capital in 
Syria, which is surrounded 
and collapsing quickly,” he 
added, noting that all was 
done with the cooperation 
of a large coalition.

The coalition now in-
cludes 73 partners – 69 
nations plus the European 
Union, NATO, the Arab 
League and Interpol, he 
said.

“The coalition is pro-
gressing and ISIS is facing 
its inevitable defeat. We 
will win and they will lose. 
Our campaign against ISIS 
has been done with the ut-
most care to minimize civil-
ian casualties,” Davis said, 
adding that although this 
campaign has been the most 
precise in the history of 
warfare, “Civilians do die in 
war and that’s a sad truth.

“But the 5 million inno-
cent people liberated from 
ISIS would still be living 
under that brutality and the 
death toll would be even 
higher but for our efforts 
against ISIS,” he said.

SYRIA AND IRAQ
In Raqqa today it is Day 

64 of Syria operations, Da-
vis said.

“Yesterday the [Syrian 
Democratic Forces] liber-
ated about a square kilo-
meter of terrain in Raqqa, 
continuing to work on the 

three axes that we’ve talk-
ed about before – west, east 
and south.

“And the east-west de-
confliction line south of 
the Euphrates is holding as 
regime forces remain south 
and SDF forces remain 
north of that agreed-upon 
line,” Davis added.

Over the weekend strikes 
were conducted in Abu Ka-
mal, Shaddadi, Dar Azar 
and Raqqa. The 24 strikes 
included 11 ISIS tactical 
units and destroyed 30 fight-
ing positions, two vehicles, 
two command-and-control 
nodes, two mortar systems, 
a tunnel, a heavy machine 
gun, an improvised explo-
sive device facility and a 
vehicle-borne-bomb facility 
and damaged six fighting 
positions, he said.

“Meanwhile in Iraq, 
hold forces are in place in 
Mosul. This is a combina-
tion of Iraqi forces includ-
ing the Federal Police, the 
16th Iraqi Army Division, 
and [Counter Terrorism 
Service] battalions that re-
main in east and west Mo-
sul and continue to assess 
security requirements,” 
Davis said.

The coalition continues 
to support the [Iraqis] as 
they reset and prepare for 
follow-on operations in Tal 
Afar, he said, “which is ef-
fectively surrounded at this 
point and we’ll continue 
to see that tighten as time 
goes on.”

More strikes took place 
over the weekend in Hu-
wayjah, Kisik, Rawah and 
Tal Afar, Davis said.

On 3rd anniversary of 
ISIS fight, 5 million 
free from terrorists

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jason Hull

Cpl. Dean Craig chats with a truck crew in Mosul, Iraq, June 8 before moving to an advise and assist 
patrol base in a neighborhood liberated from the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. 

By Cheryl Pellerin
Defense Media Activity



“The brigade works tirelessly to ensure 
that every Soldier who passes through its 
doors has every opportunity to become 
a part of something bigger than they ever 
could imagine and continue their transition 
into the profession of arms,” said Zampelli. 
“I’m humbled and proud to be a part of the 
team and I look forward to serving along-
side each and every one of you.”

Leaders and instructors within the 128th 
Avn. Bde. work to carry on the proud tra-
ditions of those who have gone before, 
ensuring training is realistic, relevant and 
rigorous, enabling graduates to make an 
immediate and positive impact at their first 
duty assignment.

Ceremony attendees closed the event by 
singing the Aviation Branch song and the 
Army song.

Hines has held numerous leadership positions across multiple continents throughout 
his career, ranging from flight section leader and operations officer for the Multinational 
Force and Observers in Sinai, Egypt; platoon leader and liaison officer for the 5th Battal-
ion, 101st Avn. Regt., in Fort Campbell, Kentucky; company commander and battalion 
S3 for 3-160th Special Operations Avn. Regt. at Hunter Army Airfield, Georgia, as well 
as in Iraq and Afghanistan; and commander of the 2-25th Avn. Regt., at Wheeler Army 
Airfield, Hawaii, and in Afghanistan.

“I’m extremely honored for the opportunity to join such a prestigious organization,” 
said Hines during the ceremony. “I’m looking forward to getting to know everybody on 
the team, and I want to thank [Lt. Gen. Michael D. Lundy, U.S. Army Combined Arms 
Center commanding general] for placing his trust in me.”

That trust is part of an organization that Galloway said is necessary in today’s Army.
“For nearly 100 years, our Army has benefitted from the technical, tactical and leader-

ship capabilities of our warrant officer corps. You absolutely serve a vital mission in the 
transformation of our Army today,” said the general.

“This one goes down as the absolute best [commands] for my family and me because 
of everyone that we’ve had the opportunity to touch – it’s not often you get a chance 
to touch this many future leaders in the Army,” added Thompson. “A few years ago, 
I fought for this assignment, and I can say that it’s the absolutely best one I’ve had in 
nearly 30 years. I wouldn’t be here without warrant officers, and I think anyone in Army 
Aviation can attest to that.”

them to ask questions and learn about re-
sources that they didn’t know existed.”

Volunteerism is a way that people can 
get involved in their community and have 
an impact on people’s lives in a way that 
can improve their quality of life, said the 
ACS volunteer.

“The impact can be profound,” she said. 
“It really comes down to servant leader-
ship – do for them as you would want to 
have them do for you. Give them the tools 
that they need to overcome whatever it is 
that they’re experiencing – a little bit re-
ally can go a really long way.”

Gonzalez said she was directly impacted 
by volunteerism growing up, which is why 
she knows the impact that volunteers can 
have on the lives of people who benefit 
from these organizations.

“I volunteer because I personally ben-
efitted from volunteer services as a kid,” 
she said. “We left a troubled family envi-
ronment, and it was the work of a lot of 
volunteers who helped keep our life some-
what stable as kids, so I’ve always felt like 
I have this debt to repay back and I’m al-
ways trying to be the person who helped 

me. Even if it benefits one person over 
the next 10 years, I feel like I’ve accom-
plished that.”

Not all volunteer work is working di-
rectly with family members or Soldiers, 
but can also involve administrative work, 
which is how Karyn Kaempfer, Army 
Emergency Relief volunteer, chooses to 
give her time in service.

“Working with [AER], most of what I 
do is administrative – I don’t work with 
any of the clients or anything like that,” 
she said. “But what I do I feel like it gives 
[AER] the opportunity to spend more time 
dealing with the clients because I can take 
care of the little things, which gives [them] 
more time with the clients to help them out 
a little bit more.”

Kaempfer, who has been a military 
spouse 24 years, has spent much of it vol-
unteering her time to help others, and said 
it’s a great way to spend time in the com-
munity and give a sense of purpose.

“For me, my kids are gone, so I have a 
lot of time at home … so I like volunteer-
ing because it gives me something to do 
without having the rigidness of a sched-
ule and having to be at work five days a 
week,” she said.

The time spent volunteering is also a 
good way to gain work experience to add 
to a resume, added Elizabeth Tirol, Army 
Family Action Plan volunteer.

“I’ve been trying to build up my resume 
because I’m pretty fresh out of college and 
I don’t have much on my resume to be-
gin with, so volunteering helps,” she said. 
“It’s a great way to make friends, too. Ev-
ery time we go to a new installation, that’s 
how I find my buddy.”

Although volunteerism might not be for 

everyone, Gonzalez said that it’s some-
thing that everyone should give a try be-
cause they never know what opportunities 
might open up for them.

“Just try it once. If it’s not for you, then 
you can say you at least tried it, but you 
might be surprised at what you discover in 
the process,” she said. “You may find that 
you really enjoy it or that you’re good at 
whatever opportunity is presented to you, 
or you may find you have a passion you 
didn’t know about – just try it.”

everyone has been terrific at fol-
lowing set procedures. 

“Parents and students were 
excited and happy to be back … 
and we had extraordinary, posi-
tive feedback from both students 
and parents,” she added. “At the 
primary school, I also felt that 
excitement in the air as young 
students came in eager to start 
school.”

The challenge of the morn-
ing was making sure traffic ran 
smoothly as people came to drop 
their children off at the new loca-
tion, and with eight school busses 
running instead of the usual three, 
some delays were expected, but 
everything went off without a 
hitch, said Gilmer.

Becky Tindall, military spouse, 
said that she was surprised at how 
efficient the process was given 
that it was the first day in the new 
facility.

“We got up extra early this 
morning because we were fully 
expecting a line of cars to drop 
the kids off today, but when we 
got here we were really surprised 
at how smoothly everything was 
operating,” she said. “I think 
things went really well and they 
did a really good job of getting 
everyone in.”

Parents were also impressed 
with the facility itself, which 
houses grades three through six, 
and features a full gym, outdoor 
play area, media center and caf-
eteria.

“When we came [for the 
Sneek-a-Peek] we were really 

surprised at how well put to-
gether the school is,” said Daniel 
Graves, military spouse. “From 
the outside it might look like a 
temporary school, but once you 
get inside it’s like a real school 
with hallways and lockers and 
everything – it’s really nice.

“It’s always a bit nerve-rack-
ing when dropping the kids off 
for the first day of school,” she 
added. “You get used to having 

your kids around for the summer, 
then it’s back to the daily school 
routine, but knowing that the 
children are so well taken care of 
makes it a lot easier. I know they 
always do a great job of taking 
care of our kids.”

Although the site is temporary, 
Gilmer stressed that quality will 
not be sacrificed when it comes 
to the education of children on 
Fort Rucker.

“The transition to The Village 
has been overwhelmingly im-
pressive,” said the school prin-
cipal. “I am so pleased with the 
high-quality facility and all the 
safety features it includes.

“This has given us the oppor-
tunity to really put all our efforts 
into our students’ success,” she 
continued. “Our focus has been 
able to remain on the students 
and delivering the best opportu-

nities imaginable.”
During the school day, Gilmer 

and the faculty were presented a 
commemorative plaque by Col. 
Brian E. Walsh, Fort Rucker gar-
rison commander, Command Sgt. 
Maj. Christopher D. Spivey, gar-
rison command sergeant major, 
and Dr. Beverly K. Joiner, deputy 
to the garrison commander, fea-
turing the school mascot from 
the old facility as a reminder of 
where they’ve been and where 
they are going in the future.

“We wanted to come in and 
thank the faculty and staff for 
all the hard work that they did to 
get us here from the old school,” 
said Walsh. “You’ve done an 
outstanding job from making the 
transition from the old school to 
this facility a seamless one. It’s 
a testament to your awesome-
ness that there was no traffic this 
morning, so great work.

“To Dr. Gilmer, we know that 
you probably haven’t had a day 
off this summer, and we want 
you to know that we appreciate 
your leadership and dedication. 
We know no matter what build-
ing we’re in, we’re going to get 
excellence from you,” he con-
tinued. “To the faculty and staff 
around the room, we truly appre-
ciate you. It symbolizes not only 
where you’ve been – the great 
accomplishments and memories 
that were made at the old school 
– but, moreover, it symbolizes a 
bright future as you embark on 
this journey that will eventually 
lead to a more modern, 21st-cen-
tury facility, so the garrison team 
and I thank you.”
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Photo by Nathan Pfau

Col. Brian E. Walsh (right), Fort Rucker garrison commander, along with Dr. Beverly K. Joiner (left), deputy to the garrison 
commander, Command Sgt. Maj. Christopher D. Spivey (center), garrison command sergeant major, and Dr. Lisa Coleman 
(second from right), Department of Defense Education Activity Georgia/Alabama superintendent, present Dr. Vicki Gilmer 
(second from left), Fort Rucker Schools principal, a plaque commemorating the efforts of the school and faculty, and sym-
bolizing where the school has been and where it is headed into the future, during an assembly at The Village Aug. 2.

School
Continued from Page A1

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.

Impact
Continued from Page A1

WOCC
Continued from Page A1

128th Avn. Bde.
Continued from Page A1
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

OPEN SUNDAY, AUG. 13TH

1:00PM-3:00PM

$189,900
Clean 3BR/2BA home with office, large grandroom

with fireplace, breakfast room, formal dining,
stainless kitchen appliances. July 2017 new

Versailles travertine tile in kitchen, breakfast room,
laundry & foyer plus new interior paint. 2017

new carpet in two smaller bedrooms. 2016 new
wood flooring. Faux wood blinds

throughout. Larger corner lot, fenced
backyard & just minutes to Enterprise
Ft Rucker gate. Home warranty with
Old Republic. HOA fees apply which

are currently $200/yr.

SAM HELMS
798-3357

DIRECTIONS: From Rucker Blvd, turn into
Fountain Crest, left on Hampshire Way,
home last on right.

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

NEW LISTING ON RUCKER BLVD

NEW LISTING ~ 89± ACRES

$236,000 ~ 4 BEDROOMS

NEW CONSTRUCTION ~ $169,500

NEW LISTING ~ $159,500

NEW STAR PLAYERS
ON OUR TEAM

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become
a fan on
Facebook

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

HEATHER
CONWAY

580-215-2699

MARY
MERRITT
334-790-2339

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

39 GRANTHAM WAY, DALEVILLE ~ $208,500: Just
a little bit country with view & use of lake, this
3BR/2BA split bedroom floor plan also has a
nice sunroom off the grandroom with fireplace,
& a covered deck off the side of the sunroom.
2-car garage features a large storage room with
shelves & an insulated garage door as well as a
deep sink for cleaning up after fishing or doing yardwork. Crawl space
could easily be converted into an extra room if necessary with walk-
out, as well as storage under the deck. Fenced on 2 sides.
EVELYN HITCH 334-406-3436. MLS# 20171352

106 HAMPSHIRE ~ $189,900: Clean 3BR/2BA home with office, large
grandroom with fireplace, breakfast room, formal dining, stainless
kitchen appliances. New Versailles Travertine tile kitchen, breakfast
room, laundry & foyer July 2017. Faux wood blinds throughout. Large
corner lot, fenced backyard & just minutes to Enterprise gate to Ft
Rucker. Home warranty with Old Republic NTE $545. HOA fees apply
which are currently $200/yr. SAM HELMS 334-798-3357.
MLS# 20171345

39 COUNTY ROAD 739 ~ $187,000: A real time
saver! If you don't like to waste a minute, see this
3BR/2BA conveniently located between Ft Rucker
& Enterprise. House features an open floor
plan, living area with fireplace, split bedrooms,
separate dining room, eat-in kitchen, laundry
room, 2-car attached garage & covered patio
with privacy fence. JUDY DUNN 334-301-5656. MLS# 20171371

105 STILL WATER ~ $325,000: Fabulous family
home in Creek Pointe! The kitchen with its
granite countertops & glass tile backsplash,
is open to the large family room. The master
bedroom has a private office/study (or nursery),
a large bathroom with separate shower & a
closet that goes on & on. On the other side
of the house are a guest room & full bath & a
mini suite (could be a 4TH bedroom) & hall bath. A screened porch
overlooks the gorgeous backyard with saltwater pool, detached garage
workshop & darling chapel perfect as a playhouse.
JAN SAWYER 334-406-2393. MLS# 20171279

102 GATEWAY ~ $339,900: Fabulous, well loved
home in a great neighborhood! Salt water
pool with a new liner, 30x28 pool house with
kitchenette & 1 full bath, heated/cooled, 24x28
storage building heated/cooled or a detached
garage, there is a garage door. House has
Plantation Shutters throughout. Tankless gas hot
water heater. Antique fireplace mantel, granite
countertops & LOTS's more!! Don't Miss!!!
FRAN & DON KALTENBAUGH 334-790-5973. MLS# 20171286

295 CANDLEBROOK ~ $56,000:
Move-in ready townhome with lots
of upgrades! Brand new stainless
steel range, dishwasher & side by
side refrigerator in kitchen!
Living/dining room has new
carpeting, has been recently
painted, has a fireplace & sliding
glass doors to the backyard.
½ bath with laundry room
downstairs. There are 2 spacious
bedrooms with new carpeting.
Large full bath with garden tub &
skylight upstairs. Master bedroom

has a walk-in closet.
Great investment
potential! Has been
a reliable rental at
$650/month.
THERESA HERNANDEZ
334-379-5937.
MLS# 20171306

138 REDBUD, OZARK~ $98,500: Great home for the
price. Has 3BR/2BA & living room with fireplace.
Large fenced-in backyard with a pool & a shed.
Excellent location, very convenient to Ft Rucker,
schools, shopping areas & downtown Ozark.
VA foreclosure to be sold as is.
Alabama Right of Redemption will apply.
NANCY CAFIERO 334-389-1758 &
BOB KUYKENDALL 334-369-8534.
MLS# 20171318

320 SOUTH OAK RIDGE ~ $229,000: Enjoy this
saltwater pool. New liner in 2016. Covered patio
& screened in porch. New carpet-June 2017.
Garage freshly painted. Extra storage in attic.
Newer wood floor in living & dining room. New
3 door refrigerator. Tile floors in wet areas.
Large master bath area. Oversized, custom tile
shower with seat. Double vanities. Ceiling fans.
Blinds throughout. Living room has French doors that open to patio for
outdoor living. French drains in yard. Backyard is a mini oasis. Trees
for shade. Community lake. SHAWN REEVES 334-475-6405.
MLS# 20171333

106 BROOKSTONE ~ $225,000: New 4BR/2BA
in the new addition to Stonechase. This home
has a level yard that is fully sodded, a whole
yard sprinkler system & a wooden privacy fence.
Inside is an open floor plan with wood, tile &
carpet flooring. Granite countertops & stainless
appliances, including the refrigerator, are
standard at Stonechase. Seller is a licensed Realtor in the State of
Alabama. NORMAN RILEY 334-406-6746. MLS# 20171353

167 ROSEMOUNT COURT ~ $303,000: BEAUTIFUL
4BR/3.5BA on the golf course in Tartan Pines!
Large loft with wet bar, large deck facing
golf course makes this home PERFECT for
entertaining. Kitchen is chef's dream with island
& double ovens. Will not last long, call today!
JASON ANTON 334-663-4622. MLS# 20171357

307 PINEHURST ~ $75,000: Looking for a fixer
upper, this is the one for you. Great for investors.
Located inside the circle. FIRE DAMAGED
HOUSE. MARLA BELLARD 334-464-1149.
MLS# 20171381

203 HUNTINGTON ~ $219,000: Fabulous brick
home in convenient Huntington Ridge subdivision!
This home has everything you need including a
salt water pool (liner is just 4 yrs old) & large
backyard. Plenty of space to entertain inside &
definitely outside too! The easy floor plan, Jack &
Jill bathroom with 2 sinks & ½ bath makes for a
great flow! CHERYL PICCININI 334-390-9612 &
MAGGIE HAAS 334-389-0011. MLS# 20171370

SUNDAY,
AUG. 13
1:00-3:00PM



MIHAIL KOGALNICEANU AIR 
BASE, Romania — Aviators with the 
2-10th Assault Helicopter Battalion, 
10th Combat Aviation Brigade, complet-
ed their two-day mission after flying fif-
teen UH-60 Black Hawks from Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria, into Mihail Kogalniceanu Air 
Base, July 24-25.

Working with each country’s embas-
sy, several air traffic control agencies, 
customs and their allied counterparts to 
coordinate the flights for seven Black 
Hawks on Day 1 and the remaining eight 
the following day, facilitated the move-
ment between both countries, which 
made each trip a success, according to 
CW2 Joshua Truman, pilot with B Com-
pany, 2-10th AHB.

“I contributed to the planning process 
from Bulgaria to Romania,” he said. 
“We worked with different coordinating 
agencies to make sure each flight had a 
seamless transition from one country to 
the other.”

Departing from Bulgaria after partici-
pating in a multinational training exercise 
in support of Saber Guardian 17, the task 
force demonstrated the ability to mass a 
battalion size Aviation element in the 
Eastern European Theater. Establishing 
an AHB in Mihail Kogalniceanu enables 
U.S. Aviation capabilities to integrate 
and synchronize with their NATO coun-
terparts. This combined effort strength-
ens the professional relationships within 
the alliance allowing follow-on units to 
deploy Aviation assets to Romania. 

SZOLNOK, Hungary – The soldiers patrolled 
their compound surrounded by the thick, green bush 
common throughout the area, alert for any signs of 
trouble. Carrying AK-47 rifles and joking quietly, 
they stood as dangerous warnings to any would-be 
intruders.

The quiet of the morning broke; however, as spe-
cial operations forces rapidly swarmed their posts. 
They came from all directions, wearing the uni-
forms of their respective nations, working through 
the compound’s defenses efficiently and effective-
ly.

Unbeknownst to the guards, those forces had ar-
rived the night before. They spent the previous day 
observing, refining their plan and waiting to strike.

The assault was just one part of a larger exercise, 
Black Swan 2017. Black Swan was a Hungarian-
led special operations forces exercise from June 26 
to July 22 in locations across Bulgaria, Hungary 
and Romania. Designed to enable participants to re-
hearse and demonstrate integration between special 
operations and conventional forces to prepare for 
real-world contingencies, it included participants 
from over eight countries, according to U.S. Army 
Col. Derek Lipson, the commander of the 20th Spe-
cial Forces Group (Airborne).

“(We) worked with SOF from Hungary, Bulgaria, 
Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Croatia, former Yu-
goslav Republic of Macedonia; establishing a Hun-
garian-led special operations component command 
conducting an exercise across Hungary, Romania 
and Bulgaria,” he said. “More than 600 soldiers 
participated in this exercise – reinforcing allied 
relationships, conventional and special operations 
interoperability, interdependence and integration.”

Black Swan was one of a series of U.S. and Eu-
ropean-led exercises under the umbrella of U.S. 
European Command’s Saber Guardian. The U.S. 
Army Europe-led annual exercise is designed to 
enhance joint operational capability with allied and 
partner nations across a variety of mission sets, and 
involved more than 25,000 service members from 
over 20 allied and partner nations.

U.S. SOF personnel partnered with their Hungar-
ian counterparts to assist in the planning of the ex-
ercise, as well as the execution. U.S. SOF worked 
alongside their hosts at multiples levels of the exer-
cise command structure.

“The working relationship we’ve established 
with our partner nations will enable us to further 
train as a SOCC – especially as we build on our mu-
tual understanding of NATO SOF doctrine,” said 
Lipson. “We’ll work together for the next two years 
to better execute Black Swan 19, as part of Saber 
Guardian 19.”

The experience of working alongside different 
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Hungarian special operations forces prepare to load a simu-
lated casualty into a medical evacuation helicopter July 17 
during the exercise.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Aaron Duncan 

CAMP TAJI MILITARY COM-
PLEX, Iraq — When the call went 
out for more firepower to support the 
Iraqi security forces in operations 
against ISIS, it was answered by the 
AH-64E Apache “Guardian” heli-
copters of 4th Squadron, 6th Cavalry 
Regiment.

Maintenance became a top priority 
to keep the Apaches in the fight as the 
battle for Mosul began. As a result, 
the 29th Combat Aviation Brigade 
developed an additional AH-64E 
phase maintenance team of Soldiers 
from the National Guard to augment 
the active Army AH-64E maintainers 
in Iraq. 

“If you [don’t have] Aviation as-
sets, you are in trouble across the 
board in every aspect,” said Master 
Sgt. Scott Skellenger, the phase team 
NCO in charge from the 1107th The-
ater Aviation Sustainment Mainte-
nance Group. “Parts, material, ammo 
– everything stops if we aren’t fly-
ing.”

Soldiers of the Texas Army Na-
tional Guard’s 449th Aviation Sup-
port Battalion, organized under the 
29th CAB, and the 1107th TASMG 
from the Missouri National Guard, 
assembled at Taji Military Com-
plex, Iraq, to augment the 4-6th Cav. 
Regt.’s phase maintenance capability 
on the new AH-64E Apache Guard-
ian. A few of the Soldiers from the 
449th ASB received some AH-64E 
maintenance training at Fort Hood, 
Texas, during the 29th CAB’s mo-
bilization under 1st Army- Division 
West, but the Soldiers’ first practical 
experience did not happen until they 
arrived in Iraq, Skellenger said.

“These guys didn’t work together 
prior to this assignment,” he said. 
“While we have worked on the AH-

64D model Apaches in Texas, the 
National Guard hasn’t been issued 
the AH-64E models yet.”

“We worked with the 4-6th Cav. 
Regt.’s maintainers to learn the dif-
ferences of the two models, which 
manuals to look at and lessons learned 
so that we could make this happen,” 
Skellenger said. “These guys learned 
fast.” 

With the assistance of the 4-6th 
Cav. Regt., the maintainers were able 
to quickly and methodically absorb 
the updated material requirements 
and start the 500-hour phase cycle on 
its first AH-64E during which they 
were able to discover and correct is-
sues that hadn’t been found before, 
he added.

“This team devised a plan based 
on time management, so they would 
take the first two days to depopulate 
the helicopter and identify the parts 
that need to be replaced early in the 
process, which helps maximize time 
needed to order parts,” said Lt. Col. 
Robert Guevara, the commander of 
the 449th Aviation Support Battalion. 
“This, in turn, cut down on the time 
spent waiting for necessary parts when 
it’s time to put it back together.”

This ad hoc team of 14 maintainers 
was able to successfully return one 
Apache to the fight within the pre-
scribed amount of time that typically 
a larger, full-fledged team would 
complete, Guevara said.

“Since we moved the phase team 
to Taji, we were able to cut down on 
time between phases by one to two 
weeks,” said CW4 Shawn Middleton, 
4-6th Cav. Regt.’s battalion Aviation 
maintenance officer. “The 449th 
maintainers helped to solve another 
problem.”

The AH-64E phase team in Taji 
won’t see their work slow down when 
the 4-6th Cav. Regt. departs Iraq this 
fall. The Soldiers from 449th ASB 
and 1107th TASG will continue do-
ing phase maintenance for the 2-17th 
Cav. Regt. through the end of the 
year.

The 29th CAB supports Com-
bined Joint Task Force - Operation 
Inherent Resolve and Operation 
Spartan Shield under USARCENT 
by providing Aviation assets, of-
fensive strike capability, reconnais-
sance and logistical support. CJTF-
OIR is the Coalition to defeat ISIS 
in Iraq and Syria.

Task Force Knighthawk massed a battalion-size Aviation element, which included flying in 15 UH-60 
Black Hawks to Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base, Romania, July 24-25. 

Photo by Sgt. Justin Geiger

SHOWING COMMITMENT

By Staff Sgt. Isolda Reyes
29th Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs

Soldiers of the 449th ASB, organized under the 29th CAB, and the 1107th TASG work to-
gether on the 500-hour phase maintenance cycle of the AH-64E Apache “Guardian” at Camp 
Taji Military Complex, Iraq, July 6. 

Photo by Staff Sgt. Isolda Reyes

WELL-OILED 
MACHINE

See commitment, Page B4

Task Force Knighthawk positions Aviation assets in Romania

Soldiers board a UH-60 Black Hawk before participating in night air assault training during exercise Swift Response at Bezmer Air Base, 
Bulgaria, July 21. The exercise was part of Saber Guardian 17. 

Photo by Spc. Thomas Scaggs

BLACK HAWK SUNSET

By Staff Sgt. Aaron Duncan
U.S. Special Operations Command Europe

Soldiers lead way with 
AH-64E phase maintenance

Aviators, special forces train 
alongside partner nations at Black Swan 

By Sgt. Justin Geiger
7th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment



ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

MERCHANDISE

HEALTH PRODUCTS

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION,TRAINING & LIBRARY

GENERAL GENERAL

INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

HOMES FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRAVEL TRAILER LOTS FOR RENT

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

Meadow Lawn Memorial in Enterprise
$3999. for 2 lots Call: 334-347-2754

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

S.E. ALABAMA KENNEL CLUB
Good Manners Obedience,
Confirmation classes, $50. for 6 weeks
Rally /Agility Intro. $75. Shots required
Starting Sept. 5th . Call 334-790-6226 or

334-790-7974 or 850-547-2370

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Home grown tomatoes, shell
peas, butter beans and

other fresh vegetables available!
Hwy 52 Malvern 334-793-6690

SNELL FARMS
SHELLING PLANT

∂ Shelled Peas ∂ Butterbeans ∂ Okra
∂ Peaches ∂ Boiled Peanuts ∂ Sweet Corn
∂ Tomatoes ∂ Cucumbers ∂Watermelon

∂ Green Peanuts ∂ Local Honey
Ozark @ 2652 Hwy 231 S. (334)733-8289
snellfarms33@gmail.com

We accept EBT, MC, Visa & FMNP Vouchers.

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small
Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
334-389-2003

Immediate need for Aviation
Adjunct Instructors and

Substitutes for DAY CLASSES!

Avionics Technology
1. Associate’s degree or equivalent.

2. Six years of full time work experience
in avionics or closely related field.

3. FCC General Radiotelephone certificate
or able to obtain certificate within one

year of employment.

Apply Online Today!
www.escc.edu

Enterprise State Community College is an EOE

Delivery
Driver

McLane Company, one of the largest grocery wholesale
companies in the nation, is looking for Delivery Drivers

to join our Dothan, Alabama Team.

Our Delivery Drivers are responsible for delivering
customer orders to retail locations in the Alabama,

South Georgia and Florida Panhandle areas. Our drivers
enjoy excellent home time, team delivery routes,
TOP driver wages (75K average first year) , guaranteed
minimum pay of $1,000 a week, excellent benefits

and a very lucrative 401k retirement plan.

The ideal driver applicant will hold a Class "A" CDL,
a minimum of 50,000 miles driving experience, good
MVR record, knowledgeable of DOT rules and able to
pass a DOT physical and drug screen. Route delivery

experience is preferred, but not required.

If you meet these qualifications and wish to apply for a
driving position with us, please visit our website at

www.mclaneco.com
and click on careers.

E.O.E.

CPA Firm
seeks CPA or
CPA candidate

∂ 2 years audit/tax experience required.
∂ Full or Part time available.

∂ Competitive salary & benefits .
Send resume to:

McClintock, Nelson & Associates
3646 W. Main St. Dothan, AL 36305,

fax to (334) 793-9159
or email

laura@mna-cpa.com

Local plumbing company now hiring
Plumbers, Helpers and Laborer

needed for Coppinville High School in
Enterprise. Apply in person at

4641 Bollweevil Circle. Call 334-400-2924
or 1southeastplumbing@gmail.com

Twitchell Technical Products, LLC is
expanding and has immediate openings
for the following positions in our
Dothan, Alabama facility:

Purchasing Manager
Candidates must have a minimum of 7

years of experience in leading a fast-paced
Purchasing department. A Bachelor’s degree
in Business, Accounting, Management,
Supply Chain Management or related

discipline is required. Candidates must be
fluent in Microsoft Office, particularly Excel.
Preferred candidates will have supervisory
skills, organizational experience, and the
ability to multi-task. Plastic and Polymer

knowledge is a plus.

Operations Manager
A Bachelor’s degree in Engineering, Business,

Operational Management or related
discipline is required as well as 7-10 years
of experience as an Operations Manager in
a large manufacturing company. Textile
experience is preferred. Candidates must
have working knowledge in Microsoft Office
including Excel. This position supervises
over 250 employees & has control over

multiple departments.

Environment, Health &
Safety Manager

A Bachelor’s Degree in Chemistry, Biology,
Engineering or related discipline is required.
A minimum of 5 years of related Safety/
Health is required. Qualified candidates
must be able to develop and implement
EHS systems. Preferred candidates will
have experience in OSHA requirements,

Environmental compliance
and Safety Programs.

Twitchell has a rich benefits package
including Health and Dental insurance,
401k and match, vacation, company paid
life insurance, holidays and many others.

Please send resumes to
hr@twitchellcorp.com.
Twitchell Technical Products
4031 Ross Clark Circle
Dothan, Alabama 36303

EOE/Drug Free Workplace.

We provide a full range of employment
solutions that include full-time, temporary,
and part-time employment in a wide range
of positions, including professional,
commercial, and administrative.

∂ GENERAL LABORERS
∂ WELDERS
∂ SCALE ATTENDANTS
∂ MACHINE OPERATORS
∂ LOCAL CDL DRIVERS
∂ MECHANICS

APPLY ONLINE AT
WWW.EXPRESSPROS.COM/DOTHANAL
OR CALL US AT 334-671-1315

The First Name in Trailers å

INDUSTRIAL
MAINTENANCE
MANAGER

Establish/maintain maintenance standards.
Responsible for supervising daily activity of
maintenance department. Work in conjunction
with Plant Superintendant to coordinate plant
activities. Establish cost estimates for

capital/replacement expenditures. Set high
standard in safety throughout the plant.

Compile and maintain factual information on
plant facility and equipment. Oversee
installation of new equipment.

Please email resume and salary
history to lbarnes@utm.com.
Utility Trailer Manufacturing Co.
PO Box 311690, Enterprise, AL 36331.
EOE/Drug screen and background check required.

The Boulevard Apartments
Now Leasing

2 & 3 bedroom apartments. Many amenities
and easily accessible-must see !
(334) 393-5149 M-TH 8am-5pm
Rucker Blvd. Enterprise, AL 36330
Equal Opportunity Provider

2-10 acre tract
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

∂ 68 Acres w/ (2) dwellings, (2) rentals &
well producing Hay fields. Located on
Fowler Road, Ashford, Alabama. $375,000.

∂ 37 1/2 Acres wooded area on CR
605 Cottonwood, Alabama. $225,000.

Call Audrey 334-796-9929 or aganey@gmail.com

Arce Lots for Sale-Headland
OWNER FINANCE AVAILABLE
Central water and electric pole included.
$12,900 per ac. lot. OBO Call: 386-312-6363

Blakely area: 70 +- acre farm , beautiful crop-
land mixed with timber. Long frontage on
Hwy. 39 & White Chandler Rd. Great for home
sites, pasture or farming. $2200 per acre.
293 acre irrigated farm , High quality crop
land, 2 pivots, beautiful timber, great hunting
Contact Allied Land & Timber 1-800-590-6439

3BR/2BA, Estate Sale, 2300sf,
2623 Halls Mill Rd. (off Trawick Rd.)
Dothan, large lot, part furnished.

$75,000 334-794-7104.

GREAT PLACE TO LIVE
r 334-678-8961

Houses 2, 3, & 4BR, Dbl. & Single Wide
(Rental or Owner Financing)

Rehobeth/Wicksburg/Hartford/Slocomb

Highlands FSBO 3000SF 4BR/2.5BA
Saltwater pool and great tropical setting
with fruit trees. Too many amenities and
upgrades to list. Brochures in sign box at
205 Stonehaven Ct. $376,000. No agents.
Call 334-333-5646 for appointment.

Like new home off Blackmon Road. Sits on
one acre. Privacy fence with large workshop.
4BR/3B. Trey ceilings, gas fireplace, stainless
appl., tiled backsplash in kitchen with under
counter lighting. Formal DR, eat-in kitchen.
Laundry room, two car garage. House is 8 yrs.
old. Back porch w/swing over looks a manicured

lawn. $230,000. Call now (334)685-2706

MUST SELL QUICKLY!!
197 Blair Lane, Rehobeth Schools, corner lot,
3BR/2.5BA, split floor plan, over 2000SF,
AC only 2 years old, no HOA, eliminate the
middle man, selling due to health!

$190,000 FIRM Call 334-596-4366

Two Homes for the Price of One!
Located in Bascom Florida on 5 Acres
1 Home Completely Remodeled

1 Home 1910 "Jo and Chip Fixer Upper"
Call 850-892-5919 or 850-259-6699

3BR/2BA mobile home with brick skirting on
7.6 acres of open and wooded terrain at 3149
N Hwy 123, Ariton, AL. Home is handicap
accessible. Living and dining room combo
with wood burning fireplace. New roof and
newly remodeled master bath. Bedrooms are
split and kitchen has bar and extra seating
area which could be used as a breakfast area.
Porches on front and back. Back porch is a
spacious 18 x 32 feet with 67 x 22 aluminum
trusses which also houses a 4 car carport. All
furniture remains including 2 televisions.
8x10 and 10x12 storage buildings remain on
the property which is located in Ariton school
district. You must see this lovely property!
Asking $134,000 Call: 334-618-4000

FSBO 1994 Spiral Mobile Home 2BR/2BA, ideal
for lakehouse or college student, 16’x72’ , must
be moved, 2 porches/1 screened, some furni-
ture available, all appliances including W/D,
double panel window, well insulated, good con-
dition. $13,900 OBO Call 334-566-2963 or 334-
465-5287

rWill pay top dollar
for used

$$$ MOBILE HOMES $$$
334-685-0889

2009 BassTracker Pro 16, with 4 stroke
Mercury 30 HP motor, cover & trailer included,
lots of extras. In great condition $5300.
Call 334-655-3384 .

Bass Tracker 17ft 70HP Johnson, galv. trailer,
45lbs electric trolling motor. REDUCED!! $2500.
Call 334-618-3058 or 334-796-9556

2015 Heartland Wilderness
Travel Trailer , Excellent condi-
tion, 1 owner: 3 slides (living,
kitchen & master closet),
power awning & slides, sleeps

6, 2 recliners, raise & lower TV console in living,
master br. w/TV, pantry, microwave, oven &
fridge. $24,000 MUST PICK UP! 334-805-0120.

Coachman 2000 , 34 ft. 5th wheel, tires good,
needs some repair $2000. 334-596-2240.

Montana 2015 5th Wheel , 6 slides, like new,
sleeps 6. Asking $45,000 Call 334-677-3759

Bounder by Fleetwood 2004 36S : Ford V10,
58000 miles, 2 Slides, Automatic leveling sys-
tem, Rear camera, Onan Generator 5500, 2 flat
screen TVs $36,000. 334-718-0113/0114

Damon 2002 Ultra Sport Motor Home, 39½ ft.
Always been sheltered, side by side refrigera-
tor, washer & dryer, 2-slide outs, electric
awning, diesel engine, 17K miles,
$35,000 Call: 850-352-9962.

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $58,500.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Coachman 2002 - Cascade DXL Travel Trailer
25 ft. excellent condition, stored in garage.
$8500. 850-592-2383

Rockwood 2015 Mini-lite
Travel Trailer, Model
2503s, 25.9ft, Fiberglass
exterior, 1 slide, huge
bathroom and shower,
like new, queen size

murphy bed, garage kept, New 2018 2503s
Model MSRP $31,000 EXCELLENT CONDITIO N
Priced To Sell $18,995 Call: 334-703-2500

Chevrolet 1976 Corvette Stingray, T-tops, red,
350 automatic, totally unrestored, factory paint
and interior, drives like new car, 96k miles, ga-
rage kept $13,000 OBO Call 229-220-1537

Dodge 1965 D100 Pickup , slant 6-225 engine
original drive train, Collector used vehicle,
Good exterior, excellent interior condition
48,000 miles, Appraised value $22,500.
Call or text Oscar (334) 791-1356
serious inquiries only.

Ford 1970 Mustang , 6 cyl engine original drive
train, one owner collector vehicle, excellent
condition, 150,000 miles, Appraised value
$20,000 Call or text Oscar at (334) 791-1356 se-
rious inquiries only.

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

Pontiac 2008 G6, new
tires, 76k miles, 2 owner,
clean. $5995.
Call 334-790-7959.

2007 Suzuki boulevard, looks and runs like
brand new, lots of extras $2800 Call 850-592-
2881

Yamaha 2006 V-Star 1100 , 4200 miles, saddle
bags, helmets, red with silver flames, great
shape, ready to ride $3295 Call 334-794-9082 or
334-790-6595
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BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

DRYWALL & SHEETROCK

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

FLOORING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

LAWN SERVICES

PAINTING

ROOFING & RELATED

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICE

LAWN SERVICES

IT’S AS EASY AS
1. CALL

2. PLACE YOUR AD

3. GET RESULTS

Buy It!
Sell It!

Find It!

MORRISON Bush Hogging

$45. per hr. 2 hr. min.
334-200-5297

Licensed and Insured
û 4 Years Cutting In The Wiregrass!

NEED BUSH HOGGING?
CALL MR. BUSH HOG
334-618-5833

Dale & Pam’s
Cleaning Service
Husband/Wife Super Team!

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

Residential and Commercial
Call 334-360-4703

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE
• Home • Church • Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

Best service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Residential, Business,
Move-In, Move-Out

and One-Time Deep Cleaning.
Reliable Excellent Service.

Serving Dothan & Surrounding Areas
Call: 334-435-2038

Myers Construction LLC
Professional Quality Concrete

& Block Service. Free Est . 150 mile
radius from Dothan 334-447-7853
jospehpamela@bellsouth.net

See us on facebook ( Joey Myers)
Milled Asphalt parking lots & driveways

SOUTHERN SITE WORKS, LLC
Grading ∑ Demolition ∑ Clearing ∑ Asphalt
Paving ∑ Concrete ∑ Ponds ∑ And More...

Extremely Talented, Diligent and
Courteous Crew. Licensed
û Residential & Commercial û

r 334-712-9704 r 334-726-3231

(334) 685-6039FREE
ESTIMATES

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can handle any
of your construction needs!

ConCRETE WoRk
driveways • foundations • slabs • patios

MASonRy WoRk
brick • block • stone

ADDITIonS, REMoDELInG
FRAMInG

ù† Harris Drywall †ù
Residential ~ Commercial
Licensed ~ Insured

∂ New Construction ∂ Remodeling
∂ Patchwork ∂Water Damage

∂Wallpaper Removal
∂ Popcorn Removal (w/dustless system)
Family operated company for over 40 years!

Bill Harris 334-618-9121
O’neal Harris 334-200-6908

Email: harrisdrywall777@gmail.com

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Aero Flooring
Repair, Restretch-new installation.
∂ Carpet ∂Tile ∂Wood ∂ Laminate

MUSCLE GLOSS
100% Epoxy Coating
Garage / Patio Floors
r Call Dave 334-718-5780 q

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

FLOWERS MAINTENANCE & HOME REPAIR
ù Sheet Rock ù Carpentry ù Hot Water ù
ù Ceiling Fans ù Sinks and Faucets ù
ùWindow Repair AND MORE!

r Call or Text 334-796-4225
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

HUSBAND FOR HIRE
Full Serice Company
û 35 YEARS EXP . û

*Ceiling fans * Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry * Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
Odd Jobs to Big Jobs

Ask for Paul HFHS LLC
334-790-2659
Locally Owned

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

POPCORN CEILING REMOVAL
* PAINTING * TRIM *
* DRYWALL REPAIRS *

35 years experience ( Licensed & Insured )
r Free Estimates q

Call: Joe 352-228-7041 Local

Rotten Wood - Decks - Painting - Doors
r Call about Interior painting specials q
Free Estimates Competitive Pricing,

Licensed & Insured
Enterprise Based
334-494-6596

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR
Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û
û Water Proofing & Insurance Work û

(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards
References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist
Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows
Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

#1 ALDRICH LAWN CARE
Free Est. Price matching with better quality
Mowing, Edging, Weed Eating & Leaves

r 334-678-9701 q
Licensed & Insured - Residential &
Commercial ( Year round service )

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.
r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn

for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC
"We Do More Than Cut Grass"

Commercial and Residential
∂ Fertilizer ∂ Lay Sod ∂ Minor Storm
Removal ∂ Leaf Removal
∂ Power Wash ∂ Vinyl Siding
(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-200-8851

FREE ESTIMATES -
Licensed & Bonded.

T& T Lawn Service LLC
’We walk by faith not by sight’

We specialize in: ∂ Flower beds ∂ Mulching
∂ Pine Straw ∂ Sodding ∂ Hedge Trimming
∂ Fertilizing ∂ Commercial & Residential
FREE ESTIMATES - CALL 334-718-3673

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service
∂ Tree Removal

∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work
∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

A’S PAINTING SERVICE
ù Interior ù Exterior
ùPressure Washing

FREE ESTIMATES!
Specilize in garage floors
No job to small!! (Licensed &
Insured) r Call 334-618-0134 q

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates ∂ 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street Dothan, AL

Residential & Commercial
All types of Roofing, Awnings &

Seamless Gutters
We also service Flat Roofs

We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"
For Repairs and Leaks

Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com
r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Withstand Winds
Up To 140 MPH

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A-1 Tree Service
Licensed ∂ Bonded

& Insured
∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation

∂ Lawn Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing
∂ Land Clearing

Call for your FREE estimate!
334-400-4959
30 years of Experience

Accepting all major credit cards
Quality you can count on with people you
can trust for a price you can’t beat!

Tree Removal • Pruning
Grinding & Remove Tree Stumps

Lot & Land Clearing
Concrete & Driveway Removal

Storm Damage

Licensed & Bonded
334-435-4845

Tree Removal ù Pruning ù Grinding
& Remove Tree Stumps ù Land & Lot Clearing
Concrete/Driveway Removal * Storm Damage

Licensed & Bonded 334-435-4845

SPORT UTILITY SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

BMW 2001 X5 suv, loaded, leather, navigation,
one owner, 99k miles, like new. $8275. Call 334-
790-7959.

Ford 2004 Escape ,
automatic, clean, runs
great, 210k miles $2800
Call 941-268-4493
(Dothan)

FSBO: Ford Expedition 1997 XLT 5.4 engine,
tow package, black in color, 165K miles,
excellent condition. $4000. 334-792-4554.

Kia 2011 Sorento , V6 auto engine, 78k miles,
extra clean, like new, 3rd row seats, must see,
one owner, well maintained $12,000
Call 334-718-4990 lv. message.

Chevrolet 2006 Colorado ,
silver, 4 cylinder, cold ac,
automatic, cruise control,
tilt steering wheel, power
steering, power brake,

toolbox, 46k miles, AM/FM/BT/USB radio
$6995 Call 334-684-3273

Chevrolet 2013 Avalanche ,
limited anniversary
edition, pearl white in
color, mint condition,
55K miles, garage kept,

Super Loaded !! $32,000 850-209-4739.

Honda 2009 Odyssey
mini-van, excellent
condition, 120K miles,
runs great. Beige in

color, seats 7, $6700. OBO 850-579-8867.
Compass Lake in the hills.
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Initiating the continuous rota-
tion of Black Hawks to Mihail 
Kogalniceanu Air Base, the task 
forces based out of Fort Drum, 
New York, is deployed through-
out eastern Europe in support of 
Operation Atlantic Resolve, a 
U.S. European Command, U.S. 
Army Europe-led exercise that 
promotes regional stability and 
security, and enhances interop-
erability amongst participating 
NATO allies and partners.

“When a U.S. Army Avia-
tion (unit) is present and com-
mitted to a region, it shows 
that the United States supports 
that country,” said Truman. 
“With Army Aviation assets on 
ground, it reassures our NATO 
allies and partners that we’re 
here and committed to deterring 
any potential aggression that re-
gion may face.”

Capt. Jeffery Timmick, the 
commander of B Co., discussed 
the benefits of establishing a 
battalion-size Aviation element 

in eastern Europe.
“We’ve been able to work 

with the Romanians and the 
Royal Air Force, so improving 
interoperability amongst each 
other,” said Timmick. “It has 
been a great opportunity and, 
now that we have the entire 
battalion massing here, we’re 

looking forward to conducting 
more training with our allies.” 

The task force commander’s 
intent is to conduct deliberate 
Aviation operations to strength-
en collective capabilities with 
host and partner nations’ armed 
forces while deterring poten-
tial aggression and protecting 

U.S. forces, allies and partners. 
Officials added it also sets the 
stage for European Theater op-
erations through integrated and 
multinational Aviation training 
while deployed in Europe.

“It has given us a great op-
portunity to work with people 
that we usually don’t have the 

opportunity to work with in the 
states,” said Truman. “As far as 
the local defense forces, it has 
been great to learn what proce-
dures they use, we share tactics 
and techniques and generally 
increase our overall combined 
capabilities to secure the re-
gion.”

nations in the planning of such a large 
operation was not lost either on Col. Tamas 
Sandor, commander of the Hungarian 
Defense Force special operations forces.

“Working with U.S. forces was smooth 
and easy,” said Sandor. “The U.S. team 
was professional, and really willing to 
share their experience and mentor our 
staff. Although language is always a 
challenge, the similar doctrine and expe-
rience from Afghanistan and Iraq made 
cooperation easier. I would like to un-
derline the professionalism and all the 
great efforts which made real teamwork 
through the exercise.”

The event allowed special operations 
staffs to develop their planning expertise. 
For the U.S., it is imperative to be able to 
plan alongside allies. 

“It was a great exercise and great op-

portunity for application of special op-
erations from the tactical to the strategic 
level, and in a part of the world where 
partnership is crucial,” said Lipson.

Additionally, while SOF perform spe-
cialized missions, they work towards 
and alongside conventional forces’ op-
erational objectives. This makes the abil-
ity for SOF and conventional soldiers to 
coordinate and operate like a well-oiled 
machine a must, he added. 

In addition to Hungarian conventional 
units, U.S. Army paratroopers from the 
173rd Airborne Brigade and Aviators 
from 10th Combat Aviation Brigade also 
participated in the exercise. 

“Working with the Hungarian SOF 
teams and soldiers has been great,” said 
a U.S. Army special forces team leader. 
“It was a great opportunity to build rela-
tionships and see how everyone tackles 
challenges.”
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Continued from Page B1

Commitment

Special operations forces from the U.S., Hungary, Romania, Slovenia and Croatia assault a building from U.S. 
Army UH-60 Black Hawks from the 10th CAB while Hungarian SOF fast rope from a Hungarian Mi-8 (Hip) 
multirole Medium-Lift Helicopter July 12 during exercise Black Swan in Szolnok, Hungary. 

Photo by Staff Sgt. Aaron Duncan 

Aviators with the 2-10th AHB, 10th CAB, completed their two-day mission after flying 15 UH-60 Black Hawks from Plovdiv, Bulgaria, to Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base, Romania.
Photo by Sgt. Justin Geiger

Continued from Page B1

Machine



C
August 10, 2017

Community special guest
Actor makes surprise 
visit to USAG 
Ansbach
Story on Page C3

Literature is a popular escape 
from daily stress, and facilitators 
of an upcoming program hope to 
provide an opportunity for Sol-
diers and veterans to decompress 
and form new bonds using read-
ing. 

The program, Literature and the 
Veteran Experience, begins Aug. 
29 at 5:30 p.m. in the Center Li-
brary.

“Literature and the Veteran Ex-
perience is a program intended to 
provide veterans and active-duty 
members an environment where 
they can discuss various reading 
selections, share experiences and 
connect with other veterans,” Jodi 
Wilcox, Center Library reference 
librarian, said. “Attendees will 
have the chance to discuss read-
ings, chosen from a list of titles, to 
include a novel, short fiction, po-
etry, letters and personal accounts, 
and share the insights and ideas 

prompted by the reading. 
“Attendees are welcome to cre-

ate connections between their own 
personal experience and others, but 
they will not be pressured to share 
their experiences,” she added. 

Registration is open to active-
duty Soldiers and veterans, and 
limited to the first 15 participants. 
Refreshments will be provided. 

The program is co-hosted by the 
Center Library and the Alabama 
Humanities Foundation.

“It was important for Center 

Library to host this event for our 
veterans and active duty members 
to provide an opportunity to con-
nect with others who have had 
similar encounters,” Wilcox said. 
“Veterans often feel isolated, as 
society outside the military often 
fails to understand or properly 
support those within the military. 
This program offers current and 
former soldiers an opportunity to 
share stories, discuss life and to 
explore topics of interest to them, 
without the danger of being mis-
understood.”

According to Wilcox, the dis-
cussion will be led by Army vet-
eran Gilbert Liddell.

“Veterans, retirees and active-
duty Soldiers who have served a 
tour might not feel comfortable 
talking about their experiences 
with civilians or others who have 
not been in combat or war,” she 
said. “This program offers the op-
portunity for these individuals to 
create connections with those who 
understand and have been through 
similar circumstances.

“Literature can offer a chance 
for veterans, retirees and Sol-

diers to discuss how their stories 
are similar to the readings,” she 
added. “When people have been 
through traumatic situations, it 
helps them to know that they’re 
not alone.  Literature can some-
times give people the words nec-
essary to discuss or process hard 
things. And, sometimes, it is just 
fun to read stories and discuss 
them with friends.”

Individuals interested in attend-
ing the program need only bring 
an open mind, Wilcox said.

“Soldiers and veterans who 
attend will not be pressured or 
expected to share their stories,” 
she said. “This program is not in-
tended to be a therapy session or a 
class, but an opportunity for them 
to make meaningful connections 
through exploration of literature.

“Those who do not feel com-
fortable attending the meeting, but 
would like to still share their stores 
may call me at 255-3885 to get the 
contact information of the facilita-
tor,” she added.

For more information about the 
program or to register, call 255-
3885 or visit the Center Library. 

As summer starts to wind down, ladies 
across the Wiregrass can still find a hot night 
out with one of the installation’s most popular 
ladies-only events.

The Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation Girls’ Night Out returns to 
The Landing ballroom Aug. 18 from 6-9 p.m., 
where people can enjoy a live DJ, games, 
dancing, shopping, door prizes and contests, 
according to Lynn Avila, Fort Rucker special 
events coordinator.

“This is a great event for the ladies to have 
a good time and shop the latest trends in the 
area,” said Avila, adding that the event takes 
weeks of preparation to provide a night of 
pampering, fun and excitement for ladies of 
the local area.

Throughout the event, a host of local busi-
nesses and organizations donate different 
prizes, such as gift certificates and gift baskets 
to be given out throughout the night, said the 
special events coordinator.

This year’s event will showcase numerous 
organizations that will set up tables that will 
allow ladies to shop the latest trends, as well 
as services and goods, including spas, medi-
cal services, clothing, jewelry, cosmetics and 
more.

People can bring a friend and receive a gift 
that will be given to each friend duo while 
supplies last, and the night will also feature 
a game called “Friend or Frenemies,” which 
is a game like the Newlywed Game where 
friends will have to answer questions about 
each other in a fun, quiz-game atmosphere, 
said Avila.

The event is open to the public, for ages 
18 and older, and tickets are available at The 
Landing, MWR Central, The Landing Cater-
ing Office and Coffee Zone locations, or can 
be purchased at the door on the night of the 
event.

This iteration of Girls Night Out will also 
host a scavenger hunt among the vendors 
and sponsors that will give people a chance 
at more door prizes and a chance to win the 
grand prize, which is a Henri Bendel beach 
bag filled with goodies, said the special events 
coordinator.

Advanced tickets for the event are $10 and 
$12 at the door, which includes a complimen-

tary beverage. There will also be more than 
75 door prizes given away from local busi-
nesses and organizations, plus the special 
grand prize, she added. The grand prize draw-
ing will be at 9 p.m. and participants must be 
present to win.

The event has been put on since 2011, and 
is not just an opportunity to promote local 
businesses, but also serves as a way to boost 
morale and give ladies a chance to “to get out 
and enjoy each other as women, moms and 
girls,” said Avila. 

“A big part of what we do is to provide 
morale-boosting and recreational fun,” added 
Janice Erdlitz, DFMWR marketing director. 
“Girls Night Out is one of our most-loved 
events and it’s just a fun opportunity for our 
female population to get together.”

“It’s just a great way for women to grab 
their friends and have a little fun,” said Avila. 
“It’s nice to have a night out that caters direct-
ly to the women with shopping and dancing 
all in one place.”

Advanced tickets can be purchased at 
MWR Central, The Landing Zone, The Land-
ing Catering Office or Coffee Zone in Lyster 
Army Health Clinic.

For more information, call 255-9810.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

New program aims to help Soldiers, veterans connect, decompress

Kelsey Owens, military family member, celebrates her win during the first round of a game.

MAKING CONNECTIONS
By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Delia Medrano, military spouse, has her makeup done by Chris McDowell during a previous Girls 
Night Out.

Photos by Nathan Pfau

Girls
Night Out
Giveaways, music, pampering 
make for a ‘really good time’

Ladies get down on the dance floor with Sgt. Ted E. Bear.

Courtesy photo illustration
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

Book club
The Center Library hosts a book club 

for adults the third Tuesday of each month 
from 5-6 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served. The club is open to authorized 
patrons. For more information, call 255-
3885.

Volunteer recruitment fair
The Army Community Service volun-

teer coordinator will host a volunteer re-
cruitment fair Wednesday from 9-11:30 
a.m. at The Landing’s main ballroom. Or-
ganizers said the event is perfect for people 
who want to give of their time and talents 
to a deserving organization, but aren’t sure 
which one to pick. The event will bring to-
gether a number of organizations through-
out the installation in need of volunteers in 
one convenient location. 

For more information, call the 255-
1429.

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readiness 

Program hosts orientation sessions monthly 
in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, 
in the Army Community Service multipur-
pose room, with the next session Aug. 17. 
People who attend will meet in Rm. 350 
at 8:45 a.m. to fill out paperwork before 
going to the multipurpose room. The class 
will end at about 11:30 a.m. The sessions 
will inform people on the essentials of the 
program and provide job search tips, as 
well. Advance registration is required and 
attendance at a session is mandatory for 
participation in the program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Mad Scientist Workshop 
The Center Library will host its Mad 

Scientist Workshop – a science, technol-
ogy, engineering, art and math program – 
Aug. 17. The event, Fizzy Chemistry, will 
be divided into two free sessions. The first 
session will be from 3:30-4:30 p.m., and 
the second will be from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Each session will be open to ages 7-12 and 
be limited to the first 20 people to register. 
The event will be open to authorized pa-
trons and be Exceptional Family Member 
Program friendly. 

For more information or to register, visit 
the Center Library or call 255-3885. 

BOSS Whitewater Rafting Day Trip
Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers 

will host a whitewater rafting trip to Phenix 
City Aug. 18 that will be free to BOSS-
eligible Soldiers. The trip will be limited 
to 60 participants. Slots will be filled on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 

For more information, call 255-9810.

Newcomers welcome
A newcomers welcome is scheduled for 

Aug. 18 from 8:30-11 a.m. at The Land-
ing. Active-duty military, spouses, foreign 
students, Army civilians and family mem-
bers are encouraged by post officials to 
attend the newcomers orientation. A free 
light breakfast and Starbucks coffee will 
be served. For free childcare, people can 
register their children at the child develop-
ment center by calling 255-3564. Reserva-
tions must be made 24 hours prior to the 
newcomers welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

Blended Retirement System Seminar
The Army Community Service Financial 

Readiness Program will present a Blended 
Retirement System Seminar Aug. 22 from 
6-7 p.m. in the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 282. The seminar will 
be a discussion of the significant changes 
to the current military retirement system, 
including how retirement pay will be cal-
culated, continuation pay and the Thrift 
Savings Plan with matching government 
contributions, according to ACS officials. 
This discussion will be facilitated by ACS 
accredited financial counselors. Pre-regis-
tration is required by Aug. 21. Free child-
care will be available with registration. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-3765 or 255-9631.

Literature and the Veteran Experience
The Center Library and the Alabama Hu-

manities Foundation are partnering to bring 
area veterans and active-duty Soldiers a 
new program titled Literature and the Vet-
eran Experience. It will provide an oppor-
tunity to meet and discuss readings from 
books, short stories, poems and personal 
accounts of participants’ choice within a 

safe environment, according to organizers. 
The program will be led by a veteran who 
is also an active reader and has experience 
in leading discussion groups. Registration 
is limited to the first 15 participants and is 
open to both veterans and active-duty Sol-
diers. The first meeting will be Aug. 29 at 
5:30 p.m. at the Center Library. 

To register or get more information, visit 
the Center Library or call 255-3885.

Game-a-thon
The Center Library will host its Game-

A-Thon Aug. 31 from 4-5:30pm. The 
event will feature family-friendly games 
and no registration will be required. The 
event will be open to authorized patrons 
and be Exceptional Family Member Pro-
gram friendly. 

For more information, visit the Center 
Library or call 255-3885.

Fort Rucker Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host the Fort 

Rucker Right Arm Night Aug. 31 from 4-6 
p.m. Right Arm Night is an Army tradition, 
promoting a night of camaraderie and es-
prit de corps as leaders come together and 
treat those who help them accomplish the 
mission. Complimentary appetizers will 
be served while supplies last. Right Arm 
Night is held every month, and both mili-
tary and civilians are welcome. 

For more information, call 255-0768. 

High school football field trip 
The Fort Rucker Youth Center will host a 

field trip to see a high school football game 
-- Northview High at Enterprise High – 
Sept. 1.  Youth going on the trip need to be 
registered with child and youth services. 
The bus will leave the facility at 5:30 p.m.  
The deadline to sign up is Aug. 25. Youth 
are responsible for their own game admis-
sion fees, and buying their own food and 
drink. 

For more information, call 255-2271.

Federal jobs workshop
Army Community Service will host its 

federal job workshop Sept. 7 from 8 a.m. 
to noon in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. The work-
shop is aimed at getting people the infor-
mation they need to increase their federal 
employment possibilities. Participants will 
receive a free copy of Kathryn Trout-
man’s “Jobseeker’s Guide (7th Edition).” 
Registration is required two days prior to 
the workshop. Space is limited to the first 
60 people to register and the workshop is 
open to authorized patrons only. 

For more information or to register, call 
255-2594.

Part-day preschool open house
The child and youth services school age 

center will hold a part-day preschool open 
house Sept. 7 from 8:30-10:30 a.m. For 
more information, call 255-9108.

Dog Days of Summer Dog Swim
SPLASH! Outdoor Pool and Spray 

Park will host its Dog Days of Summer 
Dog Swim Sept. 9 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Registration will be required to partici-
pate. Cost will be $7 per dog. At time of 
registration and payment, all dog owners 
will be required to attach a copy of their 
dog’s current vaccination records. No 
people will be allowed in the pool water 
with the dogs unless there is an emergen-
cy. Users of the facility will do so at their 
own risk. Owners are responsible for the 

actions of their dogs. There may be a lim-
it to the number of dogs allowed at one 
time. Dogs must be accompanied by an 
adult at all times. Humans are limited to 
two dogs at the facility at any given time. 
Dogs must be under owner control at all 
times, must be leashed when not swim-
ming, and will be removed at the first sign 
of any aggression. Humans must clean up 
after their dogs – plastic waste bags and 
bins will be provided. 

For more information or to register, 
call (334)255-9162.

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for August 10-13

Tickets are $6 for adults and $5 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. Schedule subject to change. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Thursday, August 10 Friday, August 11 Saturday, August 12 Sunday, August 13

The Mummy (PG-13) ......................7 p.m.Rough Night (R) ..............................7 p.m. Cars 3 (PG-13) ................................4 p.m.
All Eyez On Me (R) ..........................7 p.m.

Despicable Me 3 (PG-13) ...............1 p.m.
Baby Driver (R) ...............................4 p.m.

The Landing will host Girls Night Out Aug. 18 from 6-9 p.m. Attendees will enjoy an evening full of fashion, fun, and prizes while visiting with numerous 
organizations from throughout the community that cater to women, according to organizers. Tickets are on sale for $10 at MWR Central, The Landing 
Zone, The Landing Catering Office, and the Coffee Zone locations at Lyster Army Health Clinic and The Landing Zone. For more information, call 255-
0769. Pictured is a scene from the January Girls Night Out.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Girls Night Out
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USAG ANSBACH, Germany — Award-
winning actor, director and screenwriter 
Bryan Cranston made a surprise visit to 
U.S. Army Garrison Ansbach July 24 as 
part of his USO tour of military installa-
tions in Europe.

Cranston, who’s been in more than 50 
movies and even more TV shows, is most 
famous for his role as Walter White in 
AMC’s “Breaking Bad” TV series – for 
which he won four Primetime Emmys for 
Lead Actor in a Drama Series. The actor 
is also well known for his role as Hal in 
the Fox comedy series “Malcolm in the 
Middle.”

Unlike some of his appearances at other 
military installations in Europe, he chose 
not to publicize his visit to Ansbach in 
advance, so that he could meet with com-
munity members in a more spontaneous 
way and in more natural environments, he 
said. 

His visit included stops to catch Soldiers 
and Army civilians by surprise in their ev-
eryday working environments, such as in 
health clinic hallways and waiting rooms, 
airfield hangars and even during lunch 
breaks in the dining facility.

“I really wanted to do this, and I’ve 
wanted to do it for a long time,” Cranston 
said about visiting members of the mili-
tary community.

Cranston, who was accompanied by his 
wife, Robin Dearden, started his tour vis-
iting with Soldiers, family members and 
civilian health care professionals at Ans-
bach Army Health Clinic, after which he 
stopped at Katterbach Army Airfield to 
shake hands, chat and take photos with 
Soldiers of the 12th Combat Aviation Bri-
gade. Later in the day, he did the same 
with Soldiers of the 10th Combat Aviation 
Brigade at Illesheim Army Airfield.

After lunch, Cranston made a stop at 
USAG Ansbach’s Terrace Playhouse, 
where he sat down for an almost hour-long 
Q&A with theater volunteers and members 
of the garrison’s book club. Cranston dis-
cussed his favorite and most challenging 
roles, the preparation that goes into per-
forming and the auditioning process.

“His approachability and candor dur-
ing the Q&A really impressed me,” said 
James S. Dill, who serves as USAG Ans-
bach’s emergency management program 
manager who frequently performs and 
volunteers with the Terrace Playhouse. 
“I’m so grateful he took the time to meet 
with us and open up to us about his craft. 
I think this will greatly benefit those of us 
in the theater.”

Cranston also had advice to those who 
want to perform professionally.

“You really only should try to become 
a professional actor, writer, director if you 
love it – if you have a burning desire,” Cr-
anston told one Soldier earlier in the tour. 

“The people who do theater are no differ-
ent than me. So, what I try to tell people 
who are enthusiasts of the profession of 
acting is different from the desire to act. 
They’re both acting. We approach it the 
same way. We get the same thrill, the same 
nerves and excitement of being on stage. 
If they can be happy doing something 
else, they should do that something else, 
because there’s never going to be a short-
age of people in my profession.”

One of Cranston’s last stops was to the 
flight simulator facility at Storck Barracks, 
where he took the controls of a UH-60 
Black Hawk simulator. Flight instructor 
Wendall “Spike” Condon had Cranston 
fly through heavy fog and handle a double 
engine failure.

Condon also asked Cranston to try land-
ing the aircraft on a Navy frigate: “A frig-
ate?” Cranston asked. “You gotta be frig-
ate kidding me!”

Cranston ended his Ansbach visit by 
meeting with Soldiers until after duty 
hours.

“I think if you’re fortunate enough to 
have a busy career, you can sometimes 
find yourself being insulated from the out-
side world – from people who live in dif-
ferent parts of the world and have different 
occupations,” said Cranston. “From time 
to time, I realize I get a little antsy, and I 
want to get out, I want to shake hands with 
people, I want to meet people I would not 
ordinarily meet in my everyday life. And 
then the factor of meeting military person-
nel who are doing heroic things, and I’m 
truly grateful for their service.”

By Stephen Baack
USAG Ansbach Public Affairs

VIP

First Lt. Brandon Clayton, an AH-64 Apache pilot with the 12th CAB, talks to actor Bryan Cranston during his visit to Ansbach, Germany, July 24.
Photos by Stephen Baack

Actor makes surprise visit to USAG Ansbach

Cranston stands with Soldiers of A Co., 1-3rd Avn. Regt. (Attack Reconnaissance), for a photo.

Bringing People Together Thru Faith

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

“Be ye followers of
me, even as I also

am of Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1

ARMY FLIER

214 S. Main Street • Enterprise
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist ChurchM

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Religious Services
WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services 
are on Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant 
Service

Main Post Chapel, Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions 
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass (Saturday)

Wings Chapel, Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant 
Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Latter-Day Saints
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar Study 
(4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, 
Bldg. 8939
10:15 a.m. CCD 
(except during 
summer months)

BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesday
Crossroads 
Discipleship Study
(Meal/Bible Study)
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women 
of the Chapel
Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Catholic Women 
of the Chapel
Spiritual Life Center, 9 a.m.

Above the Best Bible Study
Yano Hall, 11 a.m.

1-14th Avn Regt Bible Study
Hanchey AAF, Bldg. 50102N, 
Rm. 101
11:30 a.m.

164th TAOG Bible Study
Cairns AAF, Bldg. 30501, 
11:30 a.m.

Precepts Bible Study
Soldier Service Center, 
12 p.m.

Cranston talks to theater volunteers and book club members at the U.S. Army Garrison Ansbach 
Terrace Playhouse. 
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2017 CHEVY TAHOE
NOW ONLY

$52,995

1001 Rucker Blvd.
Enterprise, Alabama

Sales: (877) 292-4679
Service: (866) 561-8857

The area’s fastest
growing Chevrolet dealer!

www.ENTERPRISECHEVY.com

To Those Who Serve,
Enterprise Chevrolet Salutes You &
Thanks You With A MILITARY
DISCOUNT!

To Those WWho SeW

All sale prices are PLUS taxes, doc fees, and title fees.
See dealer for complete details. ©2017 General Motors.

2014 VW GT
NOW ONLY

$15,995
PT9645A

2017 RAM 3500 LARAMIE
ONLY 9K MILES!!!

$59,995
PT9658

2015 CHRYSLER 300 S
NOW ONLY

$26,995
PC9664

PT9665

2016 HYUNDAI ACCENT
NOW ONLY

$12,995
TV3504B

2013 NISSAN TITAN SL
NOW ONLY

$25,995
PT9648A

2014 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500
NOW ONLY

$26,995
SI3474A

2015 HYUNDAI GENESIS
NOW ONLY

$28,825
PC9668

2013 LEXUS RX 350
NOW ONLY

$29,995
PT9666

2016 CHEVY TAHOE
NOW ONLY

$44,995
PT9675

Back-to-School
SAVINGS TIME

Get them back to school safely with cars
that set the industry standard for family-friendly

features, intelligent design and reliability.
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GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN, 
Germany — Palestinian Preventive Secu-
rity Service Lt. Col. Sameer Marouf Masri 
knew he was missing a part of the picture of 
how online cyber profiling could help iden-
tify terrorists in his country.

It was 2011, and Masri had been named 
the first director of the newly established 
Counter Cyber Terror Department of the 
Preventive Security Service, an intelligence 
organization that protects the internal secu-
rity of the Palestinian Authority.

At this time, Masri had close to 20 years 
of experience in the service, but terrorist 
use of the internet and cyberterrorism was 
new not only to him, but also his bosses.

“My bosses wanted to know what was 
going on online, specifically how terror-
ists were exploiting the internet to their 
advantage,” he said. “This was something 
entirely new to me, and I did not have much 
knowledge on what to do to gather infor-
mation online to track down terrorists and 
stop them from radicalizing our youth.”

HELP AVAILABLE 
But Masri did know where to go for 

help.
He had recently graduated from the Pro-

gram on Terrorism and Security Studies at 
the George C. Marshall European Center 
for Security Studies. Offered twice a year, 
the four-week program provides advanced 
professional education to those charged 
with understanding and reducing the scope 
and capability of terrorism threats.

“To my mind, the Marshall Center’s mis-
sion is to find solutions to today’s most 
pressing security problems,” said James 
Howcroft, the PTSS course director. “I 
think one of the great strengths of our PTSS 
program is the fact that we do look at solu-
tions and not just at the problem.”

Masri contacted Marshall Center counter-
terrorism faculty and his fellow classmates 
for help planning his new department. He 
also consulted the Marshall Center’s Re-
search Library and GlobalNet, an alumni 
portal that provides a searchable directory 
of alumnus as a networking tool. The Mar-
shall Center’s alumni network currently has 
more than 12,000 security professionals 
from 152 nations.

Masri said this network provided him the 
guidance and sage advice to be successful 

and make a seamless transition to combat-
ing cyberterrorism.

Fast forward two years and Masri was 
still working out his department, but the 
world of cyberterrorism had grown.

“At this time, everyone was panicking 
about online cyber issues,” he said. “My 
job and my department had grown in im-
portance. Not everyone understood how to 
combat cyberterrorism, but I was recog-
nized as an expert.”

TURNING POINT
Masri was invited back to the Marshall 

Center for an alumni workshop. It’s at these 
workshops where best practices and les-
sons learned are shared by professionals 
involved in counterterrorism work every 
day.

“Peers talk about real, concrete solutions 
at these workshops,” Howcroft said.

During his first alumni workshop, Mas-
ri was introduced to a counterterrorism 
model used effectively by the New York 
Police Department to counter recruitment 
and radicalization of future terrorists. Masri 
said this lecture turned everything around 
for him.

“This model was the missing piece I had 

been looking for,” he said.
“The presenter at the time said that there 

is a very large number of people who live 
in New York, so for them it was difficult to 
know where to start with their efforts. So 
they came up with this model,” Masri said. 
“I thought this is similar to what I need as 
the web is a wide open space with a lot of 
people. So, I picked up this model, rede-
signed it for our needs to target online re-
cruitment and implemented it.

“It worked, even with the limited avail-
able staff and resources that I had at that 
time,” he said. “Now, my department is a 
shining star among the Preventive Security 
Service.”

THE ROLE OF WOMEN 
A key building block of his redesign 

included adding more women security 
professionals into his department to find 
youths who are vulnerable to radicalization 

and terrorist recruiters online.
“One of the things that was kind of a 

shock even for me was that the women were 
so good at writing these avatars or profiles 
and achieving unprecedented success,” 
Masri said. “They can come up with their 
own narratives very quickly and they can 
go very far in implementing the model.

“They have the ability to convince peo-
ple to trust them,” he said. “They are much 
better than men in developing the needed 
conversation because they are mothers, sis-
ters and wives.”

His redesign and implementation of this 
model was so successful that he was invited 
back to the Marshall Center’s 2016 Global 
Counterterrorism Alumni Workshop that 
focused on “The Role of Women in Coun-
tering Terrorism and Violent Extremism.”

PRACTICAL VALUE OF THE 
MARSHALL CENTER

“Sameer’s experience really demon-
strates the practical value of the PTSS pro-
gram,” said Sam Mullins, Marshall Cen-
ter’s professor of counterterrorism. “This is 
what PTSS is all about, getting people from 
different nations together to share their ex-
periences and best practices for others to 
take that knowledge and find ways to apply 
it in their own countries.”

During this workshop, Masri shared a 
real-life account where one of his female 
security officers ran an 18-month operation 
in five countries to track and capture seven 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria terrorists.

“She came to me with this mission, which 
was continuous and very complicated,” said 
Masri. “She is a dedicated wife and mother 
of four children, and she was very success-
ful in this operation, and she followed the 
model, from beginning to end.”

Masri recently returned to the Marshall 
Center for a fourth time. This time, he was 
an adjunct professor for a PTSS class of 81 
participants from 57 nations that graduated 
Aug. 3.

“It’s very likely one of those participants 
will use the contacts and knowledge gained 
over the past four weeks to make a differ-
ence in their nation like Sameer did,” Mul-
lins said.

By Christine June
George C. Marshall European 
Center for Security Studies

Marshall Center alumnus finds 
missing piece of counterterrorism puzzle

Lt. Col. Sameer Marouf Masri, director of the Counter Cyber Terror Department of the Palestinian Au-
thority, presents How Women Prevent Terrorism and Violent Extremism during the Global Counterterror-
ism Alumni Community of Interest Workshop Jan. 11, 2016, at the George C. Marshall European Center 
for Security Studies in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany. 

Photo by Karl-Heinz Wedhorn

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24, 2017

FIFTH ANUAL BENEFIT

at the Ozark Civic Center
Evening includes heavy Hors d’oeuvres and Entertainment.

DALE MEDICAL CENTER
featuring

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. • Program Begins at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets: $50 — Sponsorship info available at 334-774-26-1 ext.1251

Tickets may be purchased at: Dale Medical Center Business Office or Administration
Proceeds from the event benefit the Dr. L. B. McLaughlin Memorial Fund

Ivan Pecel
the award winning

juggler
comedian
performer
entertainer
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ANDALUSIA
Ongoing — Andalusia Public Library offers free 

practice tests. Patrons can choose from more than 300 
online tests based on official exams such as the ACT, SAT, 
GED, ASVAB, firefighter, police officer, paramedic, U.S. 
citizenship and many more. Patrons may select to take a 
test and receive immediate scoring. Test results are stored 
in personalized individual accounts, accessible only to 
patrons. Call 222-6612 for more information.

Ongoing — The American Legion Post 80 has 
regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, 
call 222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 

Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served Sundays, and 
games and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  For more information, call 598-6211, 
598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187.

Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of Commerce 
meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the 
Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. For more information, call 598-
6331.

DOTHAN
Aug. 22 — The Ed Burkhalter Chapter of the Military 

Officer Association of America will hold its next quarterly 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. at O’Charley’s at 3320 Montgomery 
Highway. The chapter is seeking new members. People 
who are interested should attend the meeting or send an 
email to majordpodom@gmail.com.

Ongoing — The American Legion Post 12 holds 
monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are held at the post’s facility at 
3087 Hwy. 605, which is Brannon Stand Road at the 
intersection of Park Avenue. For more information, call 
400-5356.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3073 
Wiregrass Post membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. 
Breakfast is served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post can 
host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells. 

ENTERPRISE
Aug. 14, 21 — Beginning Waltz dance lessons are 

offered at the Hildreth Building, 202 N. Main Street. 
Classes are from 6:30-7:30 p.m. The cost is $3 per person 
per evening. For more information, call 393-4811

Aug. 24 — Disabled American veterans Chapter 
99 will meet at 6 p.m. at Mom’s restaurant in Morgan 
Square Mall. Business for the meeting will be confined to 
swearing-in of a new commander, senior and junior vice 
and other vital positions within the chapter for 2018. Meal 
and soft drinks will be served at $13 per person. Members 
are asked to RSVP by calling 718-5707 by Aug. 18.

Ongoing —  The American Legion Post 73 meets at 
the American Legion building at 200 Gibson Street on the 
fourth Saturday of each month beginning at 9 a.m. The 
building is across the street from the Lee Street Baptist 
Church. For more information call 447-8507.

	

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County Relay for Life 

meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the 
Citizens Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited to town hall meet-

ings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 

a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 
a service office in the New Brockton Town Hall (old 
armory building) at 706 McKinnon Street. The office 
will assist veterans who were injured or disabled while 
in military service. DAV service officers help veterans 
and their spouses with disability compensation claims, 
Veterans Affairs pensions, death benefits, VA medical 
care, Social Security disability benefits, veterans job 
programs, homeless veterans services and other veteran 
services. All veteran services are provided free of charge. 
For more information, call 334-406-6700.  

Ongoing — Adult education classes are offered in 
Rm. 12 at New Brockton High School, 210 South Tyler 
St., Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes 
are free for individuals 16 years old or older who are 
not enrolled in public school. Individuals must take an 
assessment test prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for 
more information.

OZARK
Ongoing — The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly 

meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. 
at the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more information, 
call 477-6221 or email wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

Ongoing — Every Wednesday, the Ozark-Dale 
County Public Library hosts free Wii Zumba from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Teens and adults are invited. For more 
information, call 774-5480.

Ongoing — Every Monday through Friday, 
aerobic classes are open to the public at the Autrey 
Recreation Center from 8-10 a.m. Call 774-2042 for 
more information.

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited to the Cross 

Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard 
United Methodist Church. For more information, call 
983-3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — The Samson City Council meets 

monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Samson Community Center. 

Ongoing — American Legion Post 78 meets 
monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY
Ongoing — Troy Bank and Trust Company 

sponsors senior dance nights every Saturday night 
from 7-10 p.m. at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall and features 
music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and 
refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
Ongoing — A German coffee takes place the last 

Thursday of every month except November at 10 a.m. 
at The Landing on Fort Rucker. The group has been 
meeting for more than 40 years.

Ongoing — AMVETS Post 23 monthly meeting is 
held the second Thursday of each the month at 7 p.m. at 
the AMVETS Service Center, 203 MLK Dr., in Opp. 

For more information, call 334-493-0785 or visit 
www.amvetspost23.com.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
Summer concert series

Panama City Beach, Florida, will host its 
free summer concert series Thursdays from 
7-9 p.m. through Aug. 10 at Aaron Bessant 
Pabrk, 600 Pier Park Drive. People are wel-
come to bring their lawn chairs and blan-
kets and enjoy the sounds of summer mu-
sic, according to organizers. Coolers, food 
and pets are welcome.

For more information, visit http://www.
panamacitybeachparksandrecreation.com/
summer-concert-series-2017.html.

Palafox Market
Downtown Pensacola hosts its Palafox 

Market Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urdays at Martin Luther King Plaza. Admis-
sion is free to the market that features fresh 
produce, live plants, baked goods, fine art, 
antiques and more. Items originate directly 
from onsite vendors who grow, make, or 
create the fruits, vegetables, herbs and art 
for sale, according to organizers. The event 
takes place rain or shine.

For more information, call 850-434-5371 
or visit http://palafoxmarket.com/.

Jacksonian Guard Colors Ceremony
People are welcome to celebrate Florida 

becoming a U.S. territory in Pensacola, 
where the original ceremony took place on 
July 17, 1821. The Jacksonian Guard is a 

Pensacola re-enactment group of Jackso-
nian era and Spanish soldiers, fifers and 
drummers who perform a colors ceremony 
the third Saturday of each month at noon 
in Plaza Ferdinand on Palafox Street down-
town. 

For more information, visit https://down-
townpensacola.com/businesses/jacksonian-
guard.

Montgomery Biscuits baseball
The Montgomery Biscuits are a Double 

A affiliate of the Tampa Bay Rays and play 
in Riverwalk Stadium in downtown Mont-
gomery. Various specials and promotions 
are offered throughout the season. For more 
information, visit http://www.biscuitsbase-
ball.com.

Blue Angels Practice
People can observe the Blue Angels, the 

U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, 
practice most Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
between March and November at the Na-
tional Naval Aviation Museum viewing 
area in Pensacola, Florida. Practices typi-
cally begin at 11:30 a.m. and last about an 
hour. The outside viewing area for the Blue 
Angels practice is located on the museum 
flight line north of the museum. Signs are 
posted to direct visitors to viewing and 
parking locations, including limited park-
ing for handicapped visitors. 

Open bleacher seating is available for 
1,000 people. Chair service is provided 

at each practice session –chairs are avail-
able for a fee of $3 per chair good for that 
day’s practice session. Concessions and 
merchandise are also available, and there is 
a 100-percent ID check for all visitors 16 
years old and over to access the museum 
flight line. Backpacks, daypacks, luggage 
and similar items are not allowed on the 
flight line. Small purses, bags containing 
medications, and diaper bags are allowed, 
but are subject to search by Naval Air Sta-
tion Pensacola Security personnel. 

Cancellations due to weather or mainte-
nance are made at the team’s discretion and 
may not be made until the morning of the 
practice.

For more information, visit http://www.
navalaviationmuseum.org/.

Purdy Butterfly House 
The Huntsville Botanical Garden’s Purdy 

Butterfly House is open through Sept. 30 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. The largest 
open air butterfly house in the country fea-
tures butterflies in a kaleidoscope of colors, 
according to organizers. People can also see 
turtles sunning in the pond or digging in the 
dirt, and the Butterfly Discovery Cart helps 
visitors encounter even more wonder.

For more information, visit http://hsvbg.
org/.

Brett/Robinson Alabama Coastal 
Triathlon 

The Brett/Robinson Alabama Coastal 

Triathlon is scheduled for its 11th year 
on Alabama’s beaches Sept. 9 at Gulf 
Shores and Orange Beach. Locals and 
visitors are invited to participate in the 
long-course triathlon that will feature a 1 
½-kilometer swim in the Gulf of Mexico, 
a 40-km bike ride through the Gulf State 
Park and 10-km scenic run, or the “Tri-
It-On,” consisting of a 300-yard swim, 
10-mile bike ride and 2-mile run, ac-
cording to organizers. Pre- and post-race 
activities for both events will take place 
at The Hangout. People can register for 
the triathlon by Aug. 20 for $120 for in-
dividuals, $170 for two-person relays and 
$200 for three-person relays. “Tri-It-On” 
registrations received by Aug. 20 costs 
$70 for individuals, $90 for two-person 
relays and $105 for three-person relays. 
Prices will increase Aug. 21. To register, 
visit http://team-magic.com/events/67/
contents/register. 

There is also a heavy need for volunteers 
during this race. The Sports Commission 
Volunteer Incentive Program supports 
civic groups by contributing $40 per vol-
unteer for each shift worked at designated 
sporting events. To learn about volun-
teering with the Sports Commission, call 
Sarah Cooper at 251-947-4611 or send an 
email to SCooper@GulfShores.com.

 For information on upcoming athletic 
events along Alabama’s Gulf Coast, visit 
GulfShores.com/Sports/Media-Room, or 
call 1-800-745-SAND.

The Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum in Calera offers 
people the chance to take a trip back in time as they board 
vintage railroad coaches restored to their former glory on 
Saturdays through Sept. 30, according to museum offi-
cials. The Calera & Shelby Railroad runs on a portion of 
the former L&N Alabama Mineral Railroad established in 
1891. People will be able to ride behind a first-generation 
diesel-electric locomotive as they travel through the sce-
nic forests of Shelby County. People can also upgrade to 
a caboose or locomotive ticket to get an up-close look at 
railroad operations. The Calera & Shelby train ride lasts 
about an hour and people are asked to arrive one hour 
prior to departure. 

For more information, including ticket costs, visit 
https://www.hodrrm.org/default.cfm.

Army Flier
Staff Reports

Museum takes patrons back in time



CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. 
— About 225 Army, Air Force, 
Marine Corps and Belgian military 
explosive ordnance disposal tech-
nicians, along with bomb squads 
from federal, state and local law 
enforcement agencies, exchanged 
tactics, techniques and procedures 
during the Raven’s Challenge XI 
exercise in early August. 

Raven’s Challenge is an in-
ternational, full-scale, live-fire, 
counter-improvised explosive 
device interoperability exercise 
that presents participating military 
EOD and civilian public safety 
bomb squad units with the op-
portunity to coalesce as a team, 
develop a plan and respond to an 
IED problem set, said John Simp-
son, Raven’s Challenge exercise 
program manager.

The exercise started as a re-
gional exercise more than a de-
cade ago, but it grew to a joint, 
international program with the 
support of the Army and is now 
conducted in five locations 
throughout the year. Previous ex-
ercises this year have been held 
at Pinal Airpark in Marana, Ari-
zona; Muscatatuck Urban Train-
ing Center in Indiana; Camp 
Dawson in West Virginia; and 
Camp Shelby, Mississippi.

IMPORTANCE OF 
INTEROPERABILITY

“With the threats that we’re see-
ing overseas and … if we have to 
respond to a problem stateside and 
deal with a threat on our own soil, 
it’s important to get that interoper-
ability with the public safety bomb 
squads and the other federal agen-
cies,” said Col. David Schmitt, 
the Army’s adaptive counter-IED/
EOD solutions division chief. 

He cited the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives, the FBI, the Secret Service 
and the Transportation Security 
Administration as the key federal 
agencies. 

“This is a mobile kind of train-
ing event we can reproduce in 
multiple locations to give more 
units and more bomb squads op-
portunities, so that’s a chance for 
even more interoperability,” he 
added.

Raven’s Challenge IX is de-
signed to establish a learning envi-
ronment for the EOD technicians 
to exercise counter-IED related 
emergency response procedures 
and multiple-agency interoper-
ability. It also focuses on goals 
such as EOD/public safety bomb 
squad interoperability in a realis-
tic domestic tactical environment, 
Simpson said. 

The training also provides the 
blended teams a non-evaluation 
training environment with the 
chance to conduct realistic sce-
narios such as a hostage scenario, 
a device attached to an unmanned 
system, a device found during an 
area sweep, an aircraft with a de-
vice in the baggage area and im-
provised mortars located on roof-
tops and in vehicles.

“The venue that this exercise 
provides is an amazing venue, 
because they get to do all of these 
different scenarios and use all 
these different techniques they 
wouldn’t be able to do otherwise 
at their home base,” Schmitt said. 

“Here, they can use all of their 
energetic tools and work in low 
light with night-vision goggles,” 
he continued. “That level of work 
and detail is beyond the level of 
any one small organization, so 
providing the venue, we get both 
the interoperability piece because 
we bring everybody together, but 
also the unique skill sets and tech-
niques they would not normally 
be able to do on their own.” 

UNIQUE TRAINING 
ENVIRONMENT

“We don’t have the resources to 
be able to do this kind of training 
or even to bring it to a joint level,” 
said Air Force Airman 1st Class 
Will Ortiz from Spangdahlem Air 
Base, Germany. “So knowing the 
intel threat is actually out there 
and to come and demonstrate and 
try some of the techniques here 
– to see what actually works and 
doesn’t work without just having 
to guess – it’s invaluable.”

Spc. Seth Hamilton, an EOD 
technician from Fort Bliss, Texas, 
said not receiving the training he 
gets during Raven’s Challenge is 
like “sending an infantryman to 
Afghanistan without ever having 
him shoot a rifle.” 

“You have to do this kind of 
training,” he added. “Without 
it, you’re useless. You’re going 
to show up and not know what 
you’re doing, so it’s huge.”

Staff Sgt. Sean Mattes, also an 
EOD technician from Fort Bliss, 
said he’s worked with the Air 
Force multiple times downrange 
and in training events stateside. 
He said getting to use the tools 
in live events has helped to build 
confidence in their tools.

“This was the first time in train-
ing where I was able to use live 
tools with a live crew, so that is 
huge in building confidence with 
the tools. That is the most impor-
tant thing you can do,” he said. 
“Even if you are incredibly good 
with the tool, but you have no 
confidence in it or know how to 
use it really well, if you have no 
confidence in it, it’s pointless. So 

getting here, doing this, building 
the confidence is key.” 

SHARING INFORMATION
Another goal is having the com-

bined teams performing crosstalk 
on their core competencies and 
sharing tactics, techniques and 
procedures.

Belgian army 1st Sgt. Maj. 
Nele Van Keer was on a team with 
three army Belgian team mem-
bers and three airmen from Span-
gdahlem Air Base. The Belgians 
aren’t stationed together, but will 
be deploying together this fall to 
Afghanistan for the first time as a 
team. They will be deploying to 
a location where one of the Bel-
gians and one of the Spangdahlem 
airmen had already been stationed 
previously.

“The interoperability is very 
important, because the other coun-
tries, they work in other war zones 
and they know other stuff we don’t 
because we haven’t gone there be-
fore,” Van Keer said. “We don’t 
know all the TTPs over there. We 
need to talk so we have more skills 
and more knowledge.”

“We’re talking and comparing 

stories and see if we had the same 
experiences,” said Air Force Staff 
Sgt. Brook Hamilton, EOD team 
leader from Spangdahlem. “We’re 
all in the same career field and op-
erate very similarly. We just use 
different types of tools. We know 
how to work together. At the end 
of the day, the mission is about 
getting people home alive, and 
once you get that interoperabil-
ity down, it makes it a lot easier. 
Training like this is crucial.” 

Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Adam 
Bradach, an EOD technician at 
Camp Pendleton, said learning 
about the civilian law enforce-
ment TTPs was beneficial during 
the exercise – such as learning 
about their tools and procedures 
on how they would handle a call if 
they found unexploded ordnance 
– a World War II souvenir, for ex-
ample.

Al Carbonara, who’s been with 
the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment bomb squad for 21 years, 
said working with military EOD 
technicians is something that can 
come up for him at home. “If we 
find military ordnance, we’re go-
ing to go out and take a look at 

it first,” he explained. “If we can 
deal with it, we deal with it. If not, 
we’re going to call our military 
counterparts.”

He said the police get calls to 
check out suspicious packages, 
perform sweeps for big events and 
deal with fireworks, which are il-
legal in California. One of his co-
workers is a former Marine.

Carbonara said exercises like 
Raven’s Challenge are vital, be-
cause the participants learn from 
each other. “We come across mili-
tary ordnance, and these guys may 
have picked up tricks over there, 
maybe searching houses or things 
over there we can use over here, 
because they are in different op-
erating environments. Basically 
it’s the same, but fine-tuning our 
skills. 

“With tight budgets and the 
need for re-certifications and 
training, it’s nice to work with 
guys who have been in the job 
for a long time and bounce stuff 
off each other and see what works 
and what doesn’t work. This kind 
of cooperation and learning – this 
is what we need,” he said.
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Detective Jack Blanchard, Los Angeles Police Department bomb squad, leads a combined military and police explosive ordnance 
disposal team during Raven’s Challenge.

RAVEN’S CHALLENGE 

An explosive ordnance disposal operator places a restraining rope on an unmanned aircraft before destroying it with an explosive charge during the Raven’s Challenge 
EOD exercise at Camp Pendleton, Calif., Aug. 1. 

Photos by EJ Hersom

Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?
Contact Ron Sykstus NOW! rsykstus@bondnbotes.com 256-713-0221

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services
he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has
been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,
covering all areas of government concern including:

• Financial
Considerations

• Security Violations
• Drug Involvement

• Alcohol Consumption
• Personal Conduct
• Criminal Conduct
• Sexual Behavior

• Foreign Influience
• Foreign Preference
• Misuse of Information

Technology

Also available for Courts-Martial, Magistrate Court
and Administrative Separation Board Defense.

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

USKA
MARTIAL ARTS

ONLY

$45
WEEKLY

1145 James Drive • enterprise, aL • 334-475-4308
(across frommr. mattress)

WWW.SCORPIONKARATE1.COM

AFTER SCHOOL
KARATE PROGRAM SPECIAL

registration fee/uniformnot incLuDeD
free pickup from schooL monDay - friDay

karate cLasses incLuDeD • free homework assistance
buLLy prevention • viDeo game room

outsiDe basketbaLL court • arts & crafts
trips/events & much more

MUST PRESENT AD TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT SPECIAL
BEFORE OR ON SEPTEMBER 1, 2017

ALL NON-MEMBERS ONLY

M

Bomb tech exercise brings together Army, sister services, civilian agencies
By Shannon Collins
Defense Media Activity

Don’t Text 
or talk and 

drive 
No conversation is 

worth sacrificing the 
personal safety of 

yourself and others. 
Do not talk or text 
and drive. It can 

wait.
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Stop Dreaming.
Start Driving!

NEW 2016 KIA Soul

NEW 2017 KIA
Sorento

NEW 2016 KIA
Rio

NEW 2017 KIA
Sportage

NEW 2017 KIA
Optima

NEW 2017 KIA
Niro

NEW 2017 KIA
Forte

NEW 2017 KIA
Sedona

NEW 2017 KIA
Cadenza

Enterprise Kia

1509 E. PARK AVENUE
ENTERPRISE, ALABAMA

SALES: (844) 338-8821
SERVICE: (888) 595-2902

www.enterprisekia.com

NEW 2016 KIA

NEW 2017 KIA

Up to
$6,000

OFF
1

Up to
$9,900 OFF

1

Up to
$7,000 OFF

1

Up to
$6,400 OFF

1

Up to
$8,100 OFF

1

Up to
$5,600 OFF

1

Up to
$7,700 OFF

1

Up to
$7,200 OFF

1

Up to
$9,000 OFF

1

PRE-LO ED
AUTOS
Just for you!

‘15 Dodge Ram
1500 4x4

$478per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PT
12

75

‘16 Kia
Sorento

$313per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PT
12

62

‘16 Toyota
4 Runner

$443per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.SP
55

60
B

‘17 Ford F-150
4x4

$466per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PT
12

57

‘14 Dodge
Charger

$313per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.PC
12

39
A

‘11 GMC 1500 4x4 ‘11 Ford F150 Platinum 4x4

$25,900 $26,950+ T.T. & L. + T.T. & L.

‘17 Dodge Ram
1500 4x4

$443per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PT
12

59

‘16 BMW
328I

$336per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PC
12

55

‘16 Nissan
Frontier

$301per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PT
12

58

‘16 Chrysler 300
LOADED!

$301per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.

PC
12

56

‘15 Buick Enclave
LOADED!

$360per mo
2

+ T.T. & L.PT
11

81
A

1 Must qualify for all applicable rebates.
Available only at participating Kia dealers.
Contact your local Kia dealer for details and
availability. Subject to credit approval by Kia
Motors Finance (KMF), through KMF, to very
well qualified buyers and not available on
balloon financing. Only a limited number of
customers will qualify for advertised APR.
Tax, title and license not included in list price.
Must take delivery by 9/5/2017.

25 0
Manager’s Special

26 5
Manager’s Special



Continually gaining in popular-
ity, disc golf is a sport that mixes 
competitive edge with a leisurely 
pace.

Fort Rucker’s course has been 
a catalyst for the sports’ growth 
locally, according to Lori Ciranni, 
Fort Rucker sports, fitness and 
aquatics manager, who added 
that she feels camaraderie, com-
petition, an abundance of free fa-
cilities and a short learning curve 
have helped its growth.

“Disc golf is easy for some-
one to pick up,” she said. “You 
can grow from not playing at all 
to being competitive within two 
months of playing regularly.”

Ciranni said the Beaver Lake 
course, offering more than 90 
minutes of play time, presents 
unique challenges to competitors.

“The lake is a tough hole,” she 
said. “It is the decision hole. You 
can try to throw over the lake or 
go around and have one extra 
throw. The distance of some of the 
holes is also challenging. Playing 
in the woods makes it very chal-
lenging.”

Disc golf is played much like 
traditional golf, but instead of us-
ing a ball and clubs, players use a 
flying disc. Whether you’re a nov-
ice or professional, it is easy to de-
velop proficiency on the course. 

The course, located at Beaver 
Lake, is an 18-hole, 55-par course 
that follows the Beaver Lake trail, 
for the most part. It offers varying 
levels of difficulty with very basic 
holes with no hazards or trees to 
more advanced holes with water 
traps and obstacles.

The rules of disc golf are much 
like the game of ball golf in that 
the goal is to use as few strokes 
as possibly to throw a disc from a 

designated spot into a basket.
Disc golf has been around for 

quite some time, but was formal-
ized in the 1970s, and began to 
gain most of its popularity in the 
1990s and early 2000s among the 
college crowd. According to the 
Professional Disc Golf Associa-
tion, which has more than 50,000 
members, there are more 4,000 
courses around the world.

Another one of the draws of disc 
golf is that it is a non-contact sport 
that is open to all ages, and play-
ing an entire round of disc golf, 
18 holes, takes anywhere from 

45-90 minutes, depending on the 
amount of players, and costs little 
to no money.

“Disc golf is very family-ori-
ented,” Ciranni said. “Because it’s 
outdoors, you can bring a stroller, 
your dog and your entire family to 
play. 

“The Fort Rucker Physical Fit-
ness center offers discs to pur-
chase or rent,” she added. “So, 
if you just want to try the sport 
for the day, you can rent discs.  
Once you become addicted you 
will want to purchase your own. 
We offer them in many colors 

and weights.”
Discs are available to rent. All 

discs must be returned by close 
of business. If the disc is not re-
turned, a $7 fee will be charged. 
The course is open to the public. 
Disc check-out is open to autho-
rized patrons only. 

According to Ciranni, disc golf 
is not difficult to learn. However, 
joining an experienced player can 
help reduce the learning curve.

“Get with an avid player and let 
them show you the ins and outs,” 
she said. “Groups meet most ev-
ery Saturday and Sunday around 

9-10 a.m. to play.  Discs are a little 
different to throw than a Frisbee.  
There are different discs for dif-
ferent distances.   The best thing 
you can do is rent them and deter-
mine what you like.  

“I personally used a putting disc 
for most of my first game,” she 
added. “It was the only one I could 
get to go straight. Patrons can go 
to the Fort Rucker Freedom Fly-
ers Disc Golf Club on Facebook 
to ask questions or find out times 
to play.”

For more information, call 255-
2296.
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Stephanie Woodard, civilian participant and advanced female winner, tosses a disc at one of the baskets on the disc golf course during a previous Winter Fling Disc 
Golf Tournament at Beaver Lake.
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By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

LET IT FLY
Post disc golf course offers different strokes

NATICK, Mass. – It’s known as the 
golden hour, and it refers to the pre-
cious 60 minutes following a battle-
field wound when proper medical 
treatment can be crucial to a Soldier’s 
survival.

To help make the most of that time, 
Ben Williams of the Department of 
Defense Combat Feeding Directorate 
at the Natick Soldier Research, Devel-
opment and Engineering Center, has 
developed the Golden Hour Ambula-
tory Rescue Pack, which is designed 
to keep medical supplies cool in hot 
climates. 

The Golden HARP was funded 
through the NSRDEC’s Bootstrap 
Initiative and is an upgrade kit for the 
previously developed HARP, which 
was designed specifically to cool in-
travenous bags and bottles of water on 
the move. 

In places such as Iraq, average am-
bient temperatures can range from 
95 to 120 degrees, making it logisti-
cally difficult to provide warfighters 
in austere conditions proper on-site 
medical treatment. Blood must be 
kept at temperatures from 39 degrees 

to 46 degrees, while IV bags may be 
stored at higher temperatures but must 
be cooled to between 77 degrees and 
98.6 degrees before use.

“If you come under attack at a com-
bat outpost, or while on the move, 
aren’t going to get resupplied anytime 
soon, and medical evacuation is not 
an option, it would be great to have 
the Golden HARP available just in 
case somebody gets hit,” Williams 
said. “Now you have blood on-site, 
ready to go.

“If you have limited or no power, 
this may be your only solution for 
prolonged cold storage at that impor-
tant time,” he said. 

According to Williams, the Golden 
HARP was designed to try and meet 
requirements recently generated by 
the U.S. Army Medical Materiel 
Agency, which is looking to improve 
upon current mobile blood storage ca-
pabilities. 

After two years’ work and testing, 
Williams produced the Golden HARP, 
a ruggedized, man-transportable plat-
form that allows medical personnel 
to safely store, carry and monitor/
actively control the temperature of its 
contents. The unit can be used in the 
field in rotary-wing aircraft, vehicles, 

or unmounted and can accommodate 
up to two liters of medical supplies, 
which are actively cooled, along with 
room for ancillary items. The system 
can also be attached to any MOLLE 
frame pack for easy transport in aus-
tere environments.

The system’s BB2590 battery can 
be charged by its onboard, flexible so-
lar panel. Eight hours of sunlight daily 
allows the Golden HARP to maintain 
temperature indefinitely without re-
charging or battery replacement, pro-
vided the ambient temperature is be-
low 90 degrees and ample sunlight is 
available. Using a single battery, the 
system is also capable of maintain-
ing temperature with a full solar load 
(1,000 W/m) at an ambient tempera-
ture of 95 degrees for a minimum of 
111 hours, 115 degrees for a minimum 
of 60 hours, and 135 degrees to 155 
degrees for a minimum of 30 hours. 
Replacing the battery would result in 
a doubling of the storage times. 

“Solar power charging isn’t new, 
but having it in something where 
it’s actually this effective is pretty 
unique,” Williams said. “The goal 
for me was to make the system run 
indefinitely, on the move, with high 
reliability and have it fully automated 
so there’s minimal chance of user er-
ror, which could result in improperly 
stored medical supplies.”

The Golden HARP is also com-
pletely modular, meaning that any 
component of the system can be re-
moved and replaced without tools or 
any expertise. The Golden HARP’s 
Vacuum Insulated Cold Chamber can 
also be removed from the system and 
transported as a stand-alone, insulated 
container with no active cooling.

Other system features include active 
temperature monitoring and control; 
integrated diagnostics and user feed-

KEEPING COOL

The Golden Hour Ambulatory Rescue Pack developed at Natick Soldier Research, Develop-
ment and Engineering Center, is designed to keep medical supplies cool in hot climates.
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Army Medicine and Lyster Army Health Clinic 
are committed to ensuring that every Soldier, fam-
ily member, Department of the Army civilian, 
health care provider and retiree receives the vac-
cines he or she needs to stay healthy.

National Immunization Awareness Month in 
August is the perfect time to promote immuniza-
tions and remind your family, friends and fellow 
Soldiers to ensure they are fully protected against 
vaccine-preventable diseases.  

“Immunizations prevent illness, disability and 
death from vaccine-preventable diseases including 
cervical cancer, diphtheria, hepatitis B, measles, 
mumps, pertussis, pneumonia, polio, rotavirus di-
arrhea, rubella and tetanus,” said Carolyn Peterson, 
allergy and immunology technician at LAHC. 

It is critical, given the high mobility of military 
families, to ensure you and your children have a 
comprehensive, centralized immunization record 
even if you are seen by multiple military and ci-
vilian providers. Incomplete records can lead to 
unnecessary immunizations and could potentially 
complicate children’s entry to school or day care.

According to the World Health Organization, 
immunizations currently prevent an estimated 2 to 
3 million deaths every year; yet an estimated 19.5 
million infants worldwide are still missing basic 
vaccines. Immunizations play a major role in the 

Clinic officials 
encourage 
adults, children 
to vaccinate

See keeping cool, Page D3

New system seeks to preserve supplies for battlefield medical treatment

By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic 
Strategic Communications Specialist 

By USAG Natick Public Affairs
Staff Report

Army graphic

See vaccinate, Page D3
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rarity of diseases like polio and diphthe-
ria in United States and in the protection 
from diseases that have caused crippling 
and death in persons worldwide. Global 
vaccination coverage has stalled at 86 
percent, with no significant changes dur-
ing the past year.

Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention officials said if the protection of 
vaccinations is eliminated, more people 

will become infected and spread diseases 
to others.

The LAHC Immunization Clinic in Pre-
ventive Medicine is open to active duty, 
retirees and their beneficiaries, six weeks 
of age and above, with a valid military 
ID card. Immunizations are provided on 
a walk-in basis Mondays-Fridays from 
7:30-11:30 a.m. and 1-3:30 p.m., except 
for the third Wednesday of each month 
(open 7:30-11:30 a.m.). 

Lyster clinicians encourage beneficia-

ries to visit the immunization clinic dur-
ing the non-peak hours of 7-10 a.m. There 
tends to be a longer wait time during peak 
hours between 10-11:30 a.m.

According to Peterson, it is recom-
mended that infants receive their well-ba-
by visit prior to any vaccines being given 
and children must be at least 4 years of 
age to receive their kindergarten vac-
cines. Alabama Blue cards are issued at 
time of vaccination, but can take up to 72 
hours during the summer months. 

Parents are encouraged to bring chil-
dren in as early as possible with all their 
immunization records. Active-duty Sol-
diers scheduled for overseas assignments 
and those deploying overseas require a 
DA 4036-R from their unit – vaccinations 
cannot be given without this form. 

The immunization clinic welcomes any 
questions you may have on immuniza-
tions. For more information, call 255-
7754, or visit www.cdc.gov or www.who.
gov.

back capabilities; an external, back-lit display that shows 
the internal temperature and system status, which flashes 
if the VICC goes out of temperature; state of the art insula-
tion; a specialized coating on the exterior of the bag to help 
reflect infrared radiation; and a battery charger that displays 

time until charged, time until discharged, charge status and 
any electronic faults.

“We’re getting significant increases in performance over 
what’s currently (out) there,” said Williams, “especially 
when you factor in the maturity of the system’s compo-
nents, size, weight, durability and power requirements or 
lack thereof. This thing is next level, combining technolo-

gies that are just emerging.”
In mid-July, Williams sent the Golden HARP to USAM-

MA for a user evaluation and feedback.
“This is no benchtop prototype,” Williams said. “Hope-

fully, we can get some out into the warfighter’s hands. 
Hopefully, it will be there during the golden hour, and hope-
fully, it will do some good.”

HAYESVILLE, N.C. — Cats and dogs 
of different breeds and sizes stream into the 
makeshift veterinary office accompanied 
by owners who may offer a grateful hug for 
the chance to get their pets the health care 
that they need.

Some patients will greet you joyfully, 
others will cower and try to hide. Scratches 
and bites that draw blood are an accepted 
hazard. You do your best to keep them 
calm, holding them to ease their fears, and 
in return you might receive some friendly 
licks to the face.

For veterinarians such as Capt. Janet 
Johnston, this can be a typical day of work. 
It is also more than a job, it’s a way for her 
to serve her country – in the U.S. Army Vet-
erinary Corps.

Being an Army veterinarian is more than 
just providing services to pets during such 
training events as this Smoky Mountain In-
novative Readiness Training exercise, she 
said. The IRT, which is taking place in Clay 
and Swain counties in North Carolina, has 
Johnston working out of an office in a class-
room at Hayesville High School.

She and her fellow Soldiers from the 
Army Reserve 169th Medical Detachment 
Veterinary Services – based at Fort Gordon, 
Georgia – will see more than 50 animals 
over the course of three days.

“A lot of people think veterinarians just 
do dogs and cats,” she said. “We do food 
inspection (and) lab research, aside from 
treating animals, so we have a broad spec-
trum of what we can do.”

DETERMINATION
Johnston said becoming a veterinarian 

wasn’t a hard choice to make.
“When I was 5 or 6, I wanted a horse,” 

Johnston said. “My mom said, ‘No, they 
are too expensive and the vet bills are too 
high.’”

Though young, she remained unde-
terred.

“I said, ‘Well, mom, if I’m the vet, can I 
get a horse then?’ And she said ‘Yeah, OK, 
three of them.’ Of course moms are going 

to tell you whatever you want to hear, so 
that’s where I developed that drive,” John-
ston said.

Nothing else seemed interesting enough 
to distract her from reaching her goal of be-
coming a vet, despite the fact that some of 
the prerequisites could have led her in other 
directions.

When applying for a vet program, the 
standardized tests are the same ones used 
for medical school, Johnston said. For 
some, that can be a tempting career path.

“Some people say that if you’re going to 
take the [Medical College Admission Test], 
you might as well go to medical school,” 
she said. “It comes down to what your pri-
ority is – you [have] to have a passion for 
veterinary medicine, because you don’t 
make as much money as people assume.”

Johnston graduated in 2009 from Michi-
gan State University, where she also ac-
quired an interest in the Army.

“We had a recruiter that came in and talk-
ed about opportunities, going places, and I 
love to travel,” she said. A classmate who 
joined the Army after graduation sent back 
photos of a mission to Africa, which piqued 

Johnston’s interest even more.
Family life delayed her plans with the 

Army, she said, but after graduating and 
starting work, the idea returned and she 
spoke to an Army Reserve recruiter.

The recruiter explained the benefits of 
joining the reserves as opposed to active 
duty, Johnston said. “I was able to get into 
the Army life and still do missions while 
maintaining my civilian life, and so I joined 
in 2011.”

Since joining, Johnston has not only 
helped animals, but the people around her, 
as well. Soldiers new to the veterinary field 
in the Army have had the chance to learn 
from her.

TEACHING MISSION
“She’s awesome. She is very willing to 

train and show me new stuff,” said Spc. Jes-
sica Hurst, a veterinary assistant assigned 
to the 169th MDVS. “She was right there 
beside me when I did my first catheter, so 
she’s been great.”

For Hurst, joining the Army Veterinary 
Corps also comes from a passion for ani-
mals. After enlisting as a combat camera 

photographer, she became a veterinary as-
sistant and has spent the past six months 
with her new unit.

“As much as I love photography, I like 
animals more,” Hurst said. “It’s what I want 
to do in my civilian career, whereas photog-
raphy is more of a hobby and I can always 
keep it as a hobby.”

As a brand new member to the 169th 
MDVS, the 14-day IRT is Hurst’s first mis-
sion with a veterinary unit. Rather than be 
overwhelming, it can be just the opposite.

“It’s hectic but fun,” Hurst said. “They 
have been pulling me from surgery prep to 
vaccines while asking what happened to a 
different pet, which is hard, but it’s been 
great.”

INVALUABLE CARE
“I assumed the military had vets, though 

I didn’t know they would offer services to 
the public,” said Ansley Walker-Pina, own-
er of a deer head Chihuahua named Tinker-
bell who came in for vaccinations.

The IRT brings these medical services 
to under-served communities across the 
country several times a year. The missions 
support community health by reducing the 
spread of disease in the animal population. 
The services are offered at no cost through 
the IRT, but for pet owners, these missions 
are invaluable.

“I didn’t know how I was going to afford 
services for either of my pets,” Walker-Pina 
said. “They’re family. It means the world 
for me to see them happy.”

Johnston said getting out into communi-
ties is a highlight of her service. Missions 
such as this have taken her from Wisconsin 
to Puerto Rico, to her home state of North 
Carolina.

“Where we can help the community and 
make a difference while doing my passion 
are my favorite memories of serving,” she 
said.

Johnston said she would recommend the 
Veterinary Corps to anyone with a passion 
for animals, though she stresses that it is 
challenging, but will also bring rewards.

“You have [to] be a leader. You have to 
have drive,” Johnston said. “It’s for people 
who want to get out and experience life.”
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Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Fort Rucker Hunting Incentive 
Program

Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation offers 
a hunting incentive program to help con-
trol the coyote and feral pig population on 
post. The program is targeted to controlling 
these invasive species. The hunting runs 
through Aug. 31. The first five registered 
hunters who kill five coyotes or 20 hogs 
and turn them in will be given a doe tag for 
deer season. In order to get credit for the 
kill and have it count towards the incentive, 
hunters must be signed into Hunt-Trac, so 
their location is known and can be verified. 
Hunters will be allowed to email pictures 
in after hours to outdoor recreation with the 
hunter and the harvest killed in front of one 

of the weigh stations. Hunters on post are 
required to have an Alabama State Hunt-
ing Permit, a post hunting permit and must 
have completed the hunters’ education 
course. Hunting on Fort Rucker is open to 
the public. 

For additional information on how to 
participate, including the email addresses 
for emailing the photos, call 255-4305.

Tactical Throwdown 
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Cen-

ter will host its Tactical Throwdown third 
quarter challenge Monday through Aug. 
18. For the third quarter, there will be a 
rowing challenge. Participation in the chal-
lenge is free and open to all Fort Rucker ac-

tive-duty Soldiers. Official attempts will be 
conducted during posted dates and times, 
or by appointment with the functional fit-
ness specialist, according to organizers. Of-
ficial rules will be posted after the previous 
quarter’s challenge has been completed. 

For more information and a complete 
listing of challenge rules, call 255-2296.

Fort Rucker Color Run
The Fort Rucker Color Run is schedules 

for Aug. 26 at the festival fields. Participants 
are encouraged to pre-register – forms are 
available at either physical fitness center or 
MWR Central. Race start times will be at 8 
a.m., 8:15 a.m. and 8:30 a.m., according to 
bib numbers. 

For more information, including costs 
for the run, call 255-2296.

Bowling leagues 
Rucker Lanes will host its fall and winter 

bowling leagues starting the first week of 
September. Leagues will be available to all 
ages and be open to the public. For more 
information, call 255-9503 or visit rucker.
armymwr.com. 

Stars and Strikes Bowling
Rucker Lanes will host its Stars and 

Strikes Bowling special Sept. 4. People can 
bowl for 25-cents per game and get 50-cent 
shoe rental per person. For more informa-
tion, call 255-9503.
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By Air Force Staff Sgt. Ryan Campbell
107th Attack Wing Public Affairs

Capt. Janet Johnston, a veterinarian assigned to the Army Reserve’s 169th Medical Detachment, is greet-
ed by Maggie, who was brought in by her owner to be spayed during the Smoky Mountain Innovative 
Readiness Training mission in Hayesville, N.C., Aug. 3. The IRT program meets training requirements for 
active, Reserve and National Guard members and units while addressing public needs. 

Photo by Staff Sgt. Ryan Campbell 
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