
When thinking of Army Aviation, 
many people’s first thoughts turn to 
helicopters like the AH-64 Apache or 
UH-60 Black Hawk, but the story of 
Army Aviation didn’t start with verti-
cal lift.

Army Aviation’s roots began with 
fixed-wing aircraft, and one of the 
most significant aircraft that had a 
lasting impact on the future Branch 
was the Nieuport 28C-1, which was 
a French aircraft borrowed by the 
United States when the nation entered 
World War I in 1917.

And one of those historic aircraft 
calls the U.S. Army Aviation Museum 
at Fort Rucker home, according to 
Bob Barlow, U.S. Army Aviation Mu-
seum volunteer and former Aviator.

“This is where it started,” said Bar-
low. “This is where the United States 
Air Service that later became the U.S. 
Army Air Corps, then later the U.S. 
Army Air Force, and then Army Avia-
tion became the ground support force 
we know of today – but it was borne 
among [the pilots of World War I].”

The Nieuport 28C-1 was devel-
oped in mid-1917, but was rejected 
by the French Air Service as a front-
line fighter, so it was given to arriving 
American squadrons and became the 
first operational pursuit aircraft in the 
U.S. Air Service.

When the U.S. entered World War 
I in 1917, the war had already been 
going on for a few years, so the U.S. 
didn’t have aircraft that could com-
pete with others being flown in the 
war, said Barlow.

“We had to borrow aircraft, some 
from the British, but primarily from 
the French,” he said. “When the first 
squadrons deployed to France, they 
were given these aircraft to fly, and 
the Nieuport 28 is the aircraft that was 
used for a couple of very notable firsts 
in the Army Aviation.”

During the war, U.S. pilots had 
been in combat prior to the use of the 
Nieuport 28C-1, but it wasn’t until the 
use of the aircraft that the U.S. saw its 
first aerial kill in U.S. history by then-
2nd Lt. Douglas Campbell of the 94th 
Aero Squadron on April 14, 1918, 
said Barlow. By May 31, he became 
the first air ace with his fifth kill.

The U.S. received 297 Nieuport 
28C-1s from the French during the 
war, but only 88 returned to the U.S., 
including the one that sits in the mu-
seum today, which was not only flown 
during the war, but was also featured 
in the movie, “The Dawn Patrol,” in 
1938. After its movie debut, the air-
craft fell into disrepair until it found 
its way to the United Kingdom in the 
early 1990s where it was restored to 
full flying condition before finding its 
permanent home at the museum.

“It’s a beautiful airplane,” said the 
former Aviator. “Airplanes of those 
days were creations of wood and fab-
ric, and they looked flimsy, but they 
were stronger than you think.”

The Nieuport 28C-1 has a wing-
span of about 26 feet and is 20 feet 
long, and features a 160-horsepower 
rotary engine that gave the plane the 
capability to reach speeds of up to 122 
mph.

“The engines of the aircraft in those 
days were piston engines, which is 

not like a usual radial engine,” said 
Barlow. “In most aircraft engines, the 
engine is stationary and the propeller 
turns independent of the engine, but 
this is a rotary engine, so when the 
engine turns, the propeller turns along 
with it.”

The engines of the time didn’t retain 
oil, so there was an oil tank that fed it 
to the engine, and the engine, through 
centrifugal force would lubricate the 
cylinders, and as the oil was used up 
it was blown out along the bottom. 
Stains of oil can still be seen on the 
aircraft where the oil was ejected 
through the bottom of the engine.

Additionally, the aircraft had one 
Vickers machine gun mounted over 
the engine, which was synchronized 
to fire through the propeller, with later 
models adding another gun, said Bar-
low.

“Army Aviation today is a ground 
support force, but in those days they 
did it all,” he said. “The early Avia-
tors of that time became the pioneers 
of the modern Air Force that started 
being built during the Second World 
War.

“These guys flew these things in 
France and did a fantastic job with 
them,” said the former Aviator. 
“They were only in action for about 
10 months before the armistice was 
signed ending the war, but they they 
did a lot in a very short amount of 
time, and this is the aircraft they did 
it with. We are standing on the shoul-
ders of [these WWI pilots]. They did 
it when Aviation was in its infancy, so 
these guys were daredevils, they were 
brilliant and they were brave to do 
what they did.”
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It’s that time of year again, 
when students get their school 
supplies ready and strap on their 
backpacks as they head back to the 
classroom, but the 2017-18 Fort 
Rucker school year is unique.

Fort Rucker schools get back 
to business Wednesday with Fort 
Rucker Elementary School stu-
dents attending the new, temporary 
school site, the FRES Village, and 
installation officials want to make 
sure parents are well informed, 
according to Vicki Gilmer, Fort 
Rucker schools principal.

“We are very excited for the 
new year,” she said. “We will 
be opening up the FRES Village 
for grades three through six and 
parents are going to see the same 
quality education that they’ve al-

ways gotten at our schools.”
While Fort Rucker Primary 

School will conduct business as 
usual, Gilmer said, the changes 
for the elementary school will be 
felt well outside the hallways of 
the new temporary facility.

The temporary school site, lo-
cated on the corner of Andrews 
Avenue and Dustoff Street, is a 
multi-million dollar, state-of-the-
art facility that features a full gym, 
outdoor play area, media center, 
cafeteria and much more, just as 
a normal school would have, said 
the principal.

And with the new school year 
and facility comes a new set of 
challenges, such as getting stu-
dents back into their school rou-
tines, but another challenge people 
will face this year is a new traffic 
pattern with the new facility, said 
Marcel Dumais, Fort Rucker com-

munity police chief.
“[With the new location], this 

means that no children will be 
able to walk or ride their bikes 
to school, so we will have an in-
crease in parents dropping stu-
dents off or children riding the 
buses,” he said. 

With the majority of school 
traffic coming from on post hous-
ing, Dumais expects most people 

to travel down Farrell Road.
“What we want parents to do 

is when they come down Farrell, 
they should turn behind Lyster 
Army Health Clinic and come 
down Dustoff Street, so that they 
can use the traffic light at the cor-
ner of Dustoff and Andrews,” said 
the police chief. “We will queue 
the parents’ drop-off cars to the 
back side of the school, so if we 

get a backlog of cars, we’re going 
to queue them down Dustoff so 
that they don’t impact the traffic 
coming down Andrews Avenue.”

During the early morning hours, 
traffic can become a bit heavy 
with around 700 vehicles enter-
ing the installation through the 
Enterprise Gate alone between the 
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Drivers are reminded that school goes back in session Wednesday on Fort Rucker, and to keep their speeds down and be 
vigilant looking out for children.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

school back in session

See school, Page A7
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The Nieuport 28C-1 sits in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum and was predominantly used 
in World War I by U.S. Army pilots.

Army Aviation Genesis

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

People aren’t the only ones who feel the heat in the 
summer months and it’s important to remember that 
the warmer temperatures can affect people’s four-
legged friends, as well.  

The Fort Rucker Public Safety Office offers sev-
eral tips on how people can keep their pets safe and 
healthy during the summer months.  

Never leave a dog alone in a car. Parking in the •	
shade or a cloudy day will not eliminate all the 
potential heat risks.
Pets can get dehydrated quickly. It’s important to •	
give them plenty of fresh, clean water when it’s 
hot or humid outdoors.
Make sure pets have access to a shady place to •	
get out of the sun.
Animals with flat faces, like Pugs and Persian •	
cats, are more susceptible to heat stroke since 
they cannot pant as effectively. These pets, along 
with the elderly, the overweight, and those with 
heart or lung diseases, should be kept out of the 
heat as much as possible. 
Don’t let pets linger on hot asphalt – their paw •	
pads are sensitive and may burn. Keep daily 
walks during high temperatures to a minimum.
Know the symptoms of overheating in pets, •	
which include excessive panting, difficulty 
breathing, increased heart and respiratory rate, 
drooling, mild weakness, and/or stupor. Symp-
toms can also include seizures, vomiting, and/or 
elevated body temperature.

According to the American Red Cross website, if 
you suspect your pet is suffering from a heat stroke 
or illness, you should first remove the animal from 
direct heat and check the animal’s body temperature. 

By Alysia Spivey
Public Affairs Intern

Help pets 
beat the heat
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Pets can get dehydrated quickly, especially during the 
hottest months of summer in the south. The Fort Rucker 
Public Safety Office urges pet owners to ensure their pets 
have a contant supply of fresh water, especially outdoors.

New year, new facility 
brings change in traffic

WWI vet, movie star on display at museum

“They did it when 
Aviation was in its 

infancy, so these guys 
were daredevils, they 

were brilliant and they 
were brave to do what 

they did.”

— Bob Barlow, 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum 

volunteer, former 
aviator

See heat, Page A7



YONGSAN, South Korea — 
Today marks the 64th anniversary 
of the signing of the armistice in 
Korea – known as Armistice Day. 
What is significant about this armi-
stice is that it did not the end the 
three-year Korean War that left an 
entire nation in ruins and millions 
dead. The armistice was an agree-
ment signed in 1953 simply to stop 
the fighting.

OVERVIEW OF THE 
KOREAN WAR

The North Korean Army, also 
known as the Korean People’s 
Army, crossed the 38th parallel 
at 4 a.m. June 25, 1950. The Re-
public of Korea Army was unpre-
pared and caught off guard, under-
equipped with troop strength and 
ally support. Joseph Stalin, pre-
mier of the Soviet Union, allowed 
North Korea to invade the South, 
provided Chinese political leader 
Mao Zedong sent troops to the Ko-
rean Peninsula.

It took the North Korean troops 
only three days to reach Seoul and 
capture the capital. The United 
Nations Forces and U.S. Army, in-
cluding the 24th Infantry Division 
and the Eighth Army, joined Korea 
in July 1950 to help defend the na-
tion but were forced to retreat be-
hind the Busan Perimeter, which 
covered only the most southeastern 
part of the peninsula.

It was the Commander-in-Chief 
of the United Nations Command 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur, whose 
decision that would turn the tables 
completely. He ordered troops 
to land at Inchon Sept. 15, 1950, 

which led to the recapturing of 
Seoul. 

The ROKA and United Na-
tions Command were then able to 
advance to the very north of the 
Korean Peninsula. The Chinese 
People’s Volunteers Army, howev-
er, intervened in the war to support 
North Korea. PVA easily outnum-
bered and seriously threatened the 
UNC Forces, pushing the ROKA 
and UNC to below the 38th paral-
lel.

In January 1951, Seoul again 
changed hands as the north retook 
the city, but was unable to advance 
much farther due to a lack of sup-
plies. The UNC and ROKA coun-
terattacked and regained Seoul yet 
again in March 1951, but could not 
advance farther north. The forces 
were locked in a stalemate around 

the 38th parallel. 
Small battles flared in the last 

two years of the Korean War, but 
nothing changed the stalemate. The 
PVA and UNC faced many causal-
ities and financial constraints, and 
the United States was experiencing 
political turmoil as protests called 
for an end to the war.

PEACE DELAYED
It took three years for the Ko-

rean War to come to an end. In De-
cember 1950, the U.S. government 
started to discuss conditions for 
ending the war. Even though the 
many countries involved in the war 
were growing weary of fighting, 
Rhee, Syng-Man, president of the 
ROK, was against the armistice. 
He believed in a democratic and 
unified Korean Peninsula. North 

Korean leader Kim, Il-Sung be-
lieved in a unified but communist 
North Korea. 

The first armistice talks com-
menced July 10, 1951, in Kaesong, 
now a major city in North Korea. 
Discussion centered on many is-
sues, such as the military demar-
cation line, oversight and the re-
lease of prisoners of war. The talks 
progressed slowly but resulted in 
agreements on most issues. 

Negotiations came to a standstill 
in October 1962, however, when 
neither side could agree on the issue 
of POWs. The UNC held 150,000 
POWs, and the communists held 
100,000 POWs. The UNC insisted 
that POWs be allowed to go wher-
ever they wanted, but North Korea 
wanted all of its own POWs. 

With the death of Stalin in March 

1953, armistice talks resumed and 
eventually resulted in an agree-
ment on the issue of POWs. The 
armistice agreement was signed 
July 27, 1953, at 10 a.m., by Nam 
Il, delegate form the KPA and PVA, 
and Lt. Gen. William K. Harrison 
Jr., UNC delegate, at Panmunjom, 
where the Joint Security Area is lo-
cated, calling for a “complete ces-
sation of all hostilities in Korea by 
all armed forces.” 

The armistice marked a truce to 
the war after three years, one month 
and two days of fighting, creating a 
4-kilometer buffer zone between 
South and North Korea called the 
de-militarized zone. 

AFTERMATH
More than 2.5 million civilians 

were killed or wounded during the 
war. South Korea lost more than 
130,000 of its military, while the 
U.S. lost about 35,000. Almost 2 
million North Korean and Chi-
nese soldiers were dead or injured. 
As of 2005, there were 700,000 
South Koreans with relatives in the 
North. 

One of the most important results 
of the war was the creation of the 
Mutual Defense Treaty between 
the United States and the Repub-
lic of Korea signed Oct. 1, 1953. 
Article IV reads, “The Republic of 
Korea grants, and the United States 
of America accepts, the right to 
dispose United States land, air and 
sea forces in and about the terri-
tory of the Republic of Korea as 
determined by mutual agreement,” 
validating the presence of United 
States Forces in Korea.

Today the alliance is the power 
that defends the ROK from North 
Korea.
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Perspective

W01, Dustin Sullivan, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.  “We focus primarily on getting 
them back on a scheduled 
routine. During the summer 
they get to stay up later and play 
electronics more. About three 
weeks out from school we start 
getting their bedtime routine 
down.” 

“Prepare ahead by making sure 
the kids have all their school 
supplies ready.”

“I let the wife handle it.”
“Get all of their snacks and 

prepackaged foods ready in their 
containers so they don’t have to 
eat the cafeteria food.”

Sharon Grimes, 
military spouse

Stephanie Schisler, 
military family member

WOC Christopher Ryan, 
WOCC

“Just start the kids early and 
get them prepared and back 
into their routine with their 
bedtimes.”

Todd Grimes, 
retired military

By Cpl. Min-je Park
U.S. Forces Korea

ARMISTICE DAY

Students on Fort Rucker are back in 
school Wednesday. What are some 

ways to get children back in the swing 
of their school schedule?”
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Navy photo

With her brother on her back, a war-weary Korean girl trudges by a stalled tank, in Haengju, Korea, June 9, 1951. 

“

Today 64th anniversary of ‘agreement to stop fighting’



FORT MEADE, Md. — Soldiers have 
many reasons to be excited about the 
new Sig Sauer modular handguns that 
the Army will begin fielding in Novem-
ber, said the product manager of Soldier 
Weapons.

Testing of the modular handgun system 
this spring by Soldiers at Aberdeen Prov-
ing Ground resulted in overwhelmingly 
positive feedback, Lt. Col. Steven Power 
said, and 100-percent concurrence that 
the XM17 was an upgrade over the M9. 

“That’s an uncommonly positive thing,” 
Power said, explaining that there’s typi-
cally some reluctance with any new sys-
tem. “Typically even in our own house-
holds, when you’re buying a new car, 
there’s things that people like about the 
old car better than the new one.” 

In this case, all of the Soldiers who 
tested the handgun said the MHS was 
more comfortable to shoot and they had 
better confidence with it, Power said.

The first new XM17 handguns are 
scheduled to be fielded to the 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault) at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky, in November. 

The Army’s versions of the Sig Sauer 
P320, the XM17 and XM18, have dif-
ferent ammunition requirements than the 
commercial 320 pistol, and are painted a 
different color. The P320 was released for 
commercial use three years ago. 

Improved durability and adjustability 
over the M9, along with interchangeable 
grips that fit comfortably, are among the 
features Soldiers can look forward to with 
the new pistol, Power said. 

The new handguns also have an exter-
nal safety and self-illuminating sights for 
low-light conditions.

“A big reason why the modular hand-
gun system is such a leap ahead in ergo-
nomics is because of the modular hand 

grips, instead of just making a one size 
fits all,” Power said. “The shooter will 
have a handgrip that fits their hand prop-
erly which does a lot to improve accuracy 
– not only on the first shot but also on 
subsequent shots.”

Members of the 101st Airborne are 
scheduled to receive about 2,000 pistols 
in November. Eventually, the Army will 
distribute the weapons to all units over 
a 10-year period. From November 2017 

until September 2018, the new handguns 
will be fielded at a different post each 
month, except for March and April of 
2018, according to the current plan.

Power said troops from different mili-
tary branches have already trained with 
the new handguns and tested them, but 
none have fielded the weapons yet. The 
new weapons have long been anticipated, 
as the M9 Beretta, first issued in 1986, is 
nearing the end of its serviceability. 

“That’s pretty dated technology,” Pow-
er said of the M9. “The specific perfor-
mance improvements from MHS over the 
M9 are in the area of accuracy, dispersion 
(and) ergonomics. And ergonomics isn’t 
just about the comfort of the shooter.”

A lot of the weapon’s accuracy can be 
attributed to ergonomics, Power said, 
adding that human factors engineering 
determines how well the weapon works 
in a shooter’s hand.

Sig Sauer earned the $580 million con-
tract to produce the weapons in January 
after winning the Army and Air Force’s 
XM17 Modular Handgun Competition. 
The Army will continue to use 9mm 
rounds, subcontracted to ammunition 
manufacturer Winchester. Power said the 
Army did not have a preference to remain 
with the 9mm rounds, but rather used a 
systems approach to determine ammuni-
tion type.

“There was no prejudice toward 9mm,” 
Power said. “The goal was to pick a sys-
tem that best met our requirements.”

Below are some Military Jus-
tice Actions from March-June.

COURTS-MARTIAL
In March, at a general court-•	
martial, a military panel found 
Sgt. 1st Class Quantrell L. An-
derson guilty of one specifica-
tion of maltreatment of subor-
dinates, in violation of Article 
93, Uniform Code of Military 
Justice; and one specification 
of sexual assault, in violation 
of Article 120, UCMJ.  Ander-
son sent repeated unwanted 
text messages of a sexual na-
ture to a private (E-2) and com-
mitted an unwanted sexual act 
upon her.  He was sentenced 
to be reduced to the grade of 
private (E-1), to be confined 
for 30 months and to be dis-
charged from the service with 
a Bad-Conduct Discharge.   
In June, at a special court-•	
martial, a military panel found 
Sgt. 1st Class Julian J. Clark 
guilty of one specification of 
violating a lawful general reg-
ulation, in violation of Article 
92, UCMJ. Clark, an Army 
tainer, was tried for engaging 
in an intimate and personal 
relationship with a private (E-
2) within the six months fol-

lowing her graduation from 
advanced individual training 
in violation of Army Directive 
2016-17.  Clark was sentenced 
to be reprimanded and reduced 
to sergeant.  

SELECT REPRIMANDS
In April, the commanding •	
general permanently filed a 
General Officer Memoran-
dum of Reprimand in a second 
lieutenant’s official military 
personnel file for willfully 
and knowingly engaging in an 
adulterous relationship with 
the wife of one of his fellow 
classmates.
In April, the CG filed a Gen-•	
eral Officer Memorandum of 
Reprimand in a specialist’s lo-
cal file for assault.
In April, the CG permanently •	
filed a General Officer Memo-
randum of Reprimand in a ser-
geant’s official military per-
sonnel file for driving under 
the influence of alcohol.
In May, the CG filed a General •	
Officer Memorandum of Rep-
rimand in a warrant officer 1’s 
local file for driving under the 
influence of alcohol.
In May, the CG permanently •	
filed a General Officer Mem-
orandum of Reprimand in a 
chief warrant officer 3’s offi-
cial military personnel file for 
driving under the influence of 

alcohol.
In June, the CG permanently •	
filed a Memorandum of Rep-
rimand in a warrant officer 
candidate’s official military 
personnel file for committing 
online misconduct by sharing 
inappropriate and unprofes-
sional material via social me-
dia. 

SELECT NONJUDICIAL 
PUNISHMENT

At an Article 15 hearing in •	
March, a private first class 
was found guilty of wrongful 
use of marijuana, a Schedule I 
controlled substance, in viola-
tion of Article 112a, UCMJ.  
The punishment imposed was 
reduction to private (E-1), for-
feiture of $799 pay per month 
for two months, 45 days extra 
duty and 45 days restriction.
At a General Officer Article 15 •	
hearing in May, a chief war-
rant officer 2 was found guilty 
of one specification of conduct 
unbecoming an officer and 
a gentleman, in violation of 
Article 133, UCMJ; and one 
specification of adultery, in vi-
olation of Article 134, UCMJ.  
The punishment imposed was 
forfeiture of $2, 296 pay and a 
written reprimand.
At an Article 15 hearing in •	
May, a specialist was found 
guilty of violating a lawful or-

der, in violation of Article 92, 
UCMJ.  The punishment im-
posed was reduction to private 
first class (suspended), 10 days 
extra duty, 10 days restriction 
and an oral reprimand.
At an Article 15 hearing in •	
June, a private 2 was found 
guilty of disrespecting a non-
commissioned officer, in vio-
lation of Article 91, UMCJ; 
violating two lawful orders, 
in violation of Article 92, 
UCMJ; larceny, in violation of 
Article 121, UCMJ; and con-
duct prejudicial to good order 
and discipline in the armed 
forces, in violation of Article 
134, UMCJ.  The punishment 
imposed was reduction to pri-
vate (E-1), forfeiture of $799 
for two months (suspended), 
20 days extra duty, 20 days 
restriction and an oral repri-
mand.
At an Article 15 hearing in •	
June, a specialist was found 
guilty of wrongful use of mar-
ijuana, a Schedule I controlled 
substance, in violation of Ar-
ticle 112(a), UMCJ.  The pun-
ishment imposed was reduc-
tion to private (E-1), forfeiture 
of $799 for two months (sus-
pended), 45 days extra duty 
and an oral reprimand.

OFFICER ELIMINATIONS
In May, a warrant officer 1 •	

was retained by a board of 
inquiry.  The elimination 
action was initiated due to 
wrongful use of a Schedule 
IV substance, driving under 
the influence of alcohol, and 
substantiated derogatory in-
formation filed in the WO1’s 
Official Military Personnel 
File.

SELECT ADMINISTRATIVE 
SEPARATIONS

In March, a specialist was •	
discharged from the Army 
with an Honorable character-
ization of service for failing 
two consecutive record Army 
Physical Fitness Tests. 
In May, a private 2 was dis-•	
charged from the Army with 
an Honorable characteriza-
tion of service for failing two 
consecutive record Army 
Physical Fitness Tests. 
In June, a private first class •	
was discharged from the 
Army with an Honorable 
characterization of service 
for failing two consecutive 
record Army Physical Fit-
ness Tests. 
In June, a sergeant was dis-•	
charged from the Army with 
a General, Under Honorable 
Conditions discharge char-
acterization of service for 
wrongful use of a controlled 
substance.
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Fort Rucker Office of the 
Staff Judge Advocate
Staff Report

News Briefs
Celebrity meet and greet

Mother Rucker’s will host a celebrity 
meet and greet Friday from 4:30-6:30 
p.m. featuring boxing greats Evander 
Holyfield, world champion and Olympic 
boxer; along with Dwayne Ziegler, James 
“Spider” Web and Byron Mitchell from 
Team Alpha Boxing. The boxing legends 
will meet and greet, take photos and sign 
autographs. People can also enjoy half 
price on selected appetizers and other spe-
cials that evening, according to organizers. 
Mother Rucker’s is open to the general 
public, ages 18 and over. 

For more information, call 255-9810.  

Retirement ceremony
Fort Rucker will host its quarterly re-

tirement ceremony Friday at 2 p.m. in the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum. All are wel-
come to attend and honor the post’s latest 
retirees.

Voting location change
For those from Dale County who have 

traditionally voted in local elections at the 
Fort Rucker Elementary School, the vot-
ing location has changed for the upcom-
ing election cycle to the Corvias Building 
on Andrews Avenue near the Golf Course 
(old NCO Club building). The upcoming 
dates and times are:

Aug. 15, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.;•	
Sept. 26, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.; and•	
Dec. 12, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.•	

Change of command
The Warrant Officer Career College 

will host a change of command ceremo-
ny Aug. 4 at 11 a.m. at the U.S. Army 
Aviation Museum. Col. Kelly Hines 
will assume command from Col. Garry 
Thompson.

Aviation Industry Day
Fort Rucker Aviation Industry Day 

is slated for Aug. 10-11 at The Land-
ing. The two-day event will include an 
expo daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and more than 30 industry displays. The 
event offers the opportunity for Aviation 
industry representatives to interact with 
Soldiers and trainers, according to orga-
nizers. Attendees will also get a firsthand 
look as Aviation industry representatives 
showcase new equipment, services pro-
vided, simulators and discuss the latest 
in Aviation technology. The expo display 
area is open free of charge to the Fort 
Rucker community. Soldiers and Depart-
ment of Defense civilians are welcome to 
attend the expo. 

For additional details, call 255-9446. 

Siren test
The Installation Operations Center 

conducts a test of the emergency mass 
notification system the first Wednesday 
of each month at 11 a.m. At that time 
people will hear the siren over the giant 
voice. No actions are required.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree 

Council meets the first Thursday of each 
month in The Landing at 11:30 a.m. The 
meeting is an open forum and all retirees 
are invited to attend. Retirees are also en-
couraged to apply for one of the open po-
sitions on the council.

For more information, call 255-9124.

School physicals
To ensure the highest continuity of care 

possible, while providing timely access for 
patients requiring a school physical, Lyster 
Army Health Clinic encourages beneficia-
ries to schedule school physical appoint-
ments as soon as possible from now until 
Sunday. Parents should make sure to bring 
any required documentation to the ap-
pointment, with the patient portion filled 
out completely. The appointment will be 
for the school physical only. Any other is-
sues will need to be addressed with your 
primary care clinician. Call the appoint-
ment line at 1-800-261-7193-7193.

Immunizations for school enrollment
Lyster Army Health Clinic officials said 

that in addition to infant immunizations, 
school-aged children are recommended to 
receive the following immunizations:

Measles, Mumps, Rubella age 4-6;•	
Polio age 4-6;•	
Varicella (chicken pox) second dose •	
age 4-6;

Human Papilloma Virus age 11 and •	
older;
Meningococcal age 11-12 and again •	
at age 16; and
Tetanus, diptheria, whooping cough •	
every 10 years.

People are welcome to talk to their 
provider about childhood immuniza-
tions. Alabama Immunization Records 
(Blue Cards) are available at the immu-
nizations department.

Lost and found
People who have lost or misplaced 

property while on Fort Rucker can 
call the Directorate of Public Safety’s 
lost and found point of contact at 255-
3239 to inquire if their property has 
been turned in. To claim their property, 
people must be able to demonstrate 
ownership of the property. DPS retains 
property found or turned in at special 
events held on the installation, such 
as Freedom Fest – the most common 
items turned-in are keys, cell phones 
and wallets.

Pay office closure
The Defense Military Pay Office 

closes at 12:30 p.m. on Wednesdays. 
The DMPO’s office hours are 7:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Mondays-Tuesdays, 7:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Wednesdays, and 
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Thursdays and 
Fridays.

By Joe Lacdan
Army News Service

Army to begin fielding new modular handguns in November

OSJA reports on military justice actions

Photo by Lt. Col. Brian Fickel

A Soldier assigned to the 3rd Infantry Division fires an M9 pistol during the three-gun shoot competition 
Nov. 14 at Fort Stewart, Ga. 



FORT BRAGG, N.C. — During a recent 
joint forcible entry training mission, the 
Army’s Global Response Force success-
fully used Enroute Mission Command to 
enable real-time joint intelligence, commu-
nications and collaboration capabilities as 
they flew cross country to battle simulated 
enemy forces. 

EMC delivers critical in-flight mission 
command, plane-to-plane and plane-to-
ground network communications and situ-
ational awareness onboard the aircraft, so 
commanders can continue planning en route 
and their paratroopers are well prepared to 
jump into potentially hostile territory.

“EMC provides commanders with an 
enhanced degree of flexibility to be able 
to plan, adjust and communicate with all 
the departments that interoperate [in a JFE 
mission],” said Lt. Col. Lee Adams, com-
mander for the 50th Expeditionary Signal 
Battalion, 35th Signal Brigade, XVIII Air-
borne Corps, which supports the GRF with 
EMC. 

With EMC, “they can plan and have 
an enhanced situational awareness all the 
way up to the objective, so they can have 
the right level of combat power at the right 
place at the right time,” Adams explained.

The GRF of the Army’s 82nd Airborne 
Division and XVIII Airborne Corps is re-
quired to rapidly respond to any threat 
worldwide with little or no notice. EMC le-
verages technologies similar to those used 
by today’s commercial airlines to provide 
in-flight network access, enabling the GRF 
to access secure and reliable voice, video 
and data communications provided by the 
Army’s Tactical Network while onboard an 
Air Force C17 aircraft. 

EMC also enables mission command 
capabilities, such as Command Post of the 
Future, which provides a common opera-
tional picture and collaboration capabilities. 
Another capability is the Joint Automated 
Deep Operations Coordination System, a 
unified targeting solution that coordinates 
joint and coalition fires. 

The 50th Expeditionary Signal Battalion 
Soldiers operating EMC can also extend the 
same en route communications, enhanced 
situational awareness and planning capa-
bilities to other aircraft that are flying out to 
the mission, so that all forces are synchro-
nized. 

“EMC provides an expeditionary com-
mand post capability in flight, so the GRF 
can retain the same level of situational 
awareness and collaborative communica-
tions they have on the ground, in the air, 
without skipping a beat,” said Lt. Col. Mark 
Henderson, product manager for Warfighter 
Information Network-Tactical Increment 1, 
which manages EMC for the Army. WIN-T 
itself is assigned to the Program Executive 
Office for Command, Control, Communi-
cations-Tactical. 

“EMC will enable these critical early en-
try forces to be better prepared and to adjust 
their courses of action as needed prior to 
combating peer and near-peer adversaries 
on the ground,” Henderson added.

The EMC tool suite also includes large 
LED screens that can be mounted through-
out the aircraft, so paratroopers can see un-
manned aerial vehicle feeds or receive visu-
al updates from the commander before they 
jump into potentially dangerous drop zones, 
sometimes in the middle of the night. 

“EMC increases their confidence,” Ad-
ams said. “They understand the mission on 
the ground and know in near real-time what 
is happening.” 

During the GRF JFE training mission in 
May, the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 82nd 
Airborne Division flew in an Air Force C17 
aircraft for six hours, from Fort Bragg to 
a designated drop zone in New Mexico. 
EMC enabled the 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, 82nd Airborne Division commander 

to keep ahead of changing battle conditions 
en-route. It provided an enhanced degree 
of operational flexibility, enabling him to 
communicate, plan, and adjust with all the 
joint elements interoperating in the rear, in 
the air, and forward on the ground, said 2nd 
Lt. Zachary Jacobson, 50th Expeditionary 
Signal Battalion EMC officer in charge, 
who supported the training mission. 

With EMC, the commander, subordinate 
commanders and his staff could “see every-
thing first hand with their own eyes as it de-
veloped, which gave them the ability to be 
adaptive in response to and in accordance 
to the situation,” Jacobson said. “They were 
getting real-time information, so by the time 
they jumped out, they had a pretty good ex-
pectation [of what was waiting for them on 
the ground].”

Along with situational awareness and 
planning capabilities, successful JFE early 
entry operations also require interagency 
communications between multiple defense 
elements including the Army, the Air Force, 
and Special Operations Command, whose 
smaller elements are often first on the 
ground. Various joint operations commands 
also helped to coordinate the joint elements 
during U.S. missions, Jacobson said. 

Jacobson said that EMC provided three 
primary communication and collaboration 
services: the ability to reach back to the 
JOC for continual situational awareness 
and updates on developing situations, the 
ability for the JOC to reach forward to the 
battlefield commander on the plane, and 
communications between aircraft involved 
in the JFE. 

“EMC provided unity of command,” Ja-
cobson said.

The initial operational capability of EMC 
has been fielded since May 2015, and the 
Army is preparing to field the system’s full 
operational capability. The 82nd Airborne 
Division also utilized EMC during an Air-
borne Review at the unit’s annual home-
coming event at the end of May, where it 
utilized the capability to coordinate a drop 
of both heavy equipment and paratroopers 
at Fort Bragg’s Sicily Drop Zone. 

The system’s full operational capabil-
ity will significantly increase the number 
of planes outfitted with EMC’s Fixed In-
stalled Satellite Antennas. Once the FISA 
is integrated onto the C17 aircraft, Soldiers 
merely roll-on the other EMC equipment, 
and roll it off at the end of the mission. The 
full operational capability increases band-
width and increases reliability of plane-to-
plane communications. 

It also provides a large Command And 
Staff Palletized Airborne Node worksta-
tion designed for collaboration supporting 
mission command operations, in addition 
to the individual workstations found in the 
previous capability, said Capt. Dawn Wy-
ant, Project Manager WIN-T EMC project 
lead.

“With the full operational capability, we 
can have a global impact in multiple loca-
tions at the same time,” Wyant said.

The first of the new C-17 FISA integra-
tions was completed in May, and currently 
there are three integration speed lines run-

ning simultaneously, with the final aircraft 
upgrade scheduled for the fall. Upon com-
pletion, the fleet of mission capable C-17 
FISA-equipped aircraft will be available to 
support the GRF on-demand. 

“Communication is key across the spec-
trum [of operations], so being in the air 
should not be any different,” said CW2 
Kenneth Grant, information systems tech-
nician for the 50th Expeditionary Signal 
Battalion. “Having that access to be able to 
communicate in the sky and on the ground 
makes us that much more agile and that 
much more dangerous.”
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New command
New in-flight mission command creates a more agile, lethal Army

Army photo

Enroute Mission Command delivers critical in-flight mission command, plane-to-plane and plane-to-ground network communications and situational aware-
ness onboard the aircraft, so commanders can continue planning en route and their paratroopers are well prepared to jump into often hostile drop zones.
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK CINEMAS 10
100 New Centre Drive • Enterprise, AL 36330

Web Site: clarkcinemas.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-3811
DISCOUNT FOR ACTIVE & RETIRED MILITARY

(WITH ID) + 1 Guest

— July 28 - August 3, 2017 —

1 THE EMOJI MOVIE — PG
2D — 12:45, 3:00 & 7:30
3D — 5:15 & 9:45

2 WAR FOR THE PLANET
OF THE APES — PG13

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00
3 VALERIAN & THE CITY OF A

THOUSAND PLANETS — PG13

1:30, 4:30, 7:30 & 10:15
4 DUNKIRK — PG13

12:45, 3:45, 6:45 & 9:30
5 ATOMIC BLONDE

R • 4K BAS

1:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 10:00
6 DUNKIRK

PG13 • 4K BAS

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:45
7 ATOMIC BLONDE

R • 4K BAS

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:45
8 DESPICABLE ME — PG

1:00, 4:00 & 7:00
GIRLS TRIP — R

9:45
9 SPIDER MAN — PG13

1:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 10:15
10 GIRLS TRIP — R

1:20, 4:20, 7:20 & 10:10

ALL CINEMAS 7.1 AUDIO
SHOWTIMES AND
TITLES SUBJECT

TO CHANGE!

Photo by 2nd Lt. Zachary Jacobson

During a joint forcible entry training mission, the Army’s Global Response Force successfully used 
Enroute Mission Command to enable real-time joint intelligence, communications and collaboration 
capabilities as it flew cross country to battle enemy forces in May. 

Photo by Amy Walker

In support of Global Response Force missions, this Air Force C-17 aircraft is being integrated with the 
Army’s Enroute Mission Command Fixed Installed Satellite Antenna at Joint Base Charleston, South 
Carolina, May 12. 
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WASHINGTON — It’s been a “dynamic 
year” for Army space and missile defense, 
with a multi-domain task force being 
formed, a new nanosatellite set to launch 
soon and more powerful laser weapons in 
the works, said the commander of the U.S. 
Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mand/Army Forces Strategic Command 
and Joint Functional Component Com-
mand for Integrated Missile Defense.

Lt. Gen. James H. Dickinson spoke at 
the Association of the United States Ar-
my’s Institute of Land Warfare’s breakfast 
July 18 about “The Integration of Space 
and Missile Defense in the Multi-Domain 
Environment.”

KESTREL EYE IN SPACE
Kestrel Eye is an electro-optical nano-

satellite being developed by the command. 
It will improve mission command on the 
move for a brigade combat team to allow 
tactical leaders to synchronize action, seize 
the initiative and maintain near-real-time 
situational awareness, Dickinson said.

KE is an improvement over older meth-
ods because it will provide satellite imag-
ery without the need for U.S.-based relays, 
he noted.

The nanosatellite is due to launch from 
Cape Canaveral, Florida, “very soon” as 
part of the International Space Station 
cargo resupply mission, he said. Once 
aboard the ISS, the crew will deploy this 
small satellite into its orbit. When it is a 
safe distance from the ISS, the satellite 
will automatically power up and be ready 
to receive signals. 

A series of tactical exercises will mea-
sure the effectiveness of this satellites, he 
said.

MULTI-DOMAIN TASK FORCE
USASMDC/ARSTRAT, in coordination 

with the U.S. Army Capabilities Integra-
tion Center, is leading an effort to develop 
a multi-domain task force that will address 
threats in the multi-domain environment, 
Dickinson said.

The task force will integrate space ef-
fects at the tactical level to support ma-
neuver elements of the operational Army, 
he said. They will be dispersed, very agile, 
lethal and networked.

Currently, USASMDC/ARSTRAT pro-
vides satellite support and missile warning 
to the task force. Future requirements will 
dictate innovative and creative solutions 
and new technologies will be incorporat-
ed, he said.

The task force is currently in the growth 
phase, and Dickinson mentioned that the 
chief of staff of the Army said it will have 
around 1,500 Soldiers when it reaches full 
strength.

LASERS GET MORE POWER
There is a lot of congressional and De-

partment of Defense interest in high-ener-
gy laser weapons, Dickinson noted.

The command participates in maneu-
ver fires integration experiments with the 
Stryker-based mobile experimental 5-kilo-
watt laser, he said. The advantage with 
this type of laser is that engineers are not 
required to operate it, so Soldiers can be 
trained quickly.

Demonstrations and data collection 
took place at White Sands Missile Range 
in New Mexico, Eglin Air Force Base 
in Florida and Redstone Test Center in 

Alabama. Results thus far indicate that 
these lasers have capabilities to destroy 
small-caliber mortars, shoot down tacti-
cal unmanned aircraft systems of varying 
weights and sizes, and destroy targets of 
various materiel.

Soldiers in the Stryker vehicle were able 
to take out UAS, after just two weeks of 
training, Dickinson said. 

A specialist who took out a UAS as part 
of the training remarked, “I’m really ex-
cited to be part of a historic event. I’m re-
ally excited to see the Army working on 
the next generation of [lasers] so we can 
maintain our cutting edge,” Dickinson re-
lated.

There’s also a 10 kW laser that has been 
highly successful in testing, he added.

In fiscal year 2018, the Army will be-
gin testing a 50 kW laser, which will be 
a key component of a system known as 
the High-Energy Laser Tactical Vehicle 
Demonstrator. These advanced-laser sys-
tems can be integrated into a more rugged 
and mobile platform compatible with the 
Army’s Battle Management Network, he 
explained.

By 2022, he noted that the Army hopes 
to test a 100 kW laser, adding that an in-
cremental approach in power is part of the 
experimental design so that results can in-
form the next level of power increase.

The Army is also in the planning stages 
for a high-energy center of excellence at 
Redstone Arsenal, he said.

Bigger lasers have the advantages of 
greater range, more power and therefore 
greater lethality and better beam control. 
Therefore, helicopters and fixed-wing air-
craft can potentially be targeted, according 
to Dickinson.

NIMBLE TITAN EXPERIMENTS
The Nimble Titan missile defense ex-

perimentation campaign “continues to 
expand in scope, size and influence,” 
said Dickinson, whose command, the 
Joint Functional Component Command 
for Integrated Missile Defense, leads the 
program. NIMBLE TITAN is a series of 
multinational, integrated air and missile 

defense experiments. 
In September 2018, NATO will host a 

Nimble Titan 18 senior leader forum. The 
forum will be an opportunity to highlight 
the benefits Nimble Titan provides, he 
said.

NATO recently expanded its focus from 
purely ballistic missile defense to integrat-
ed air and missile defense. From a U.S. na-
tional security perspective, “it’s clearly in 
our best interest to encourage international 
policy and collaboration and military dia-
log ... to defend mutually important as-
sets,” he said.

EMERGING THREATS
A recent National Air and Space Intel-

ligence Center report stated that China and 

Iran, along with North Korea, have been 
developing new, medium- and intermedi-
ate-range ballistic missiles, many of which 
are capable of being armed with non-con-
ventional warheads, Dickinson said. 

“Our adversaries continue to test and 
develop their space and missile defense 
capabilities,” he said. North Korea test-
launched its first intercontinental ballistic 
missile July 4, for example. “These activi-
ties increasingly place the U.S. and its al-
lies at risk as their capacities grow, and the 
consequences are grave,” he said, high-
lighting the need for continued U.S. devel-
opment and research in missile programs.

USASMDC/ARSTRAT “is poised to 
deter, defend and defeat these threats,” he 
said.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

‘Eyes in space,’ more powerful 
lasers to enhance Army’s arsenal

Army photo illustration

Kestrel Eye is an electro-optical, nanosatellite being developed by the U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command/Army Forces Strategic Command. 
It will improve mission command on the move for a brigade combat team to allow tactical leaders to synchronize action, seize the initiative and maintain 
near-real-time situational awareness. 
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WASHINGTON — Special 
operations forces are relevant to 
most operations the U.S. mili-
tary is involved with and are a 
good return on the investment, 
the commander of U.S. Special 
Operations Command said at the 
Aspen Security Forum in Colo-
rado on Friday. 

Fox News reporter Catherine 
Herridge interviewed Gen. Ray-
mond A. Thomas III for the fo-
rum, and he used the occasion 
to debunk some myths about 
the command, which is based at 
MacDill Air Force Base, Florida.

“We are not the world’s cop, 
we are not a panacea, we don’t 
do anything by ourselves and we 
aren’t doing things that aren’t 
highly supervised, there [are] no 
off-the-reservation activities,” 
Thomas said.

But special operations forces 
have been at the heart of most op-
erations against violent extrem-
ism, he said, and have been key 
to turning the tide against the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and Syria and 
al-Qaida wherever these groups 
raise the ugly heads.

“We are relevant to most if not 
all the national security challeng-
es,” the general said.

The command consumes about 
two percent of the DOD budget 
and has about two percent of 
the personnel in the department. 
Some 8,000 members of special 
operations forces are in 80 coun-
tries around the world.

The question Thomas gets 
asked most often – and Herridge 
asked a version of it – is whether 
special operations forces are be-
ing overused or overextended? 
“We are actively trying to work 
our way out of a job, whether 
that be in Afghanistan or against 
ISIS,” he said.

In Afghanistan, the general 
said, “We’re anxious to finish 
there. We’re anxious to win.”

NOT THE TIME TO RELAX
SOCOM continues to work 

with indigenous forces, prox-
ies, allies and conventional U.S. 
forces to leverage special opera-
tions capabilities.

Thomas stressed that while 
the force continues to experience 
success in its missions, it must 
continue to put pressure on en-
emy forces. While the killing of 
Osama bin Laden in a 2011 oper-
ation was a long-sought success, 
he emphasized that “If you don’t 
dismantle the whole network – if 
you don’t address the ideology – 
you’ve just killed one guy.”

The territory that ISIS controls 
is shrinking by the day, and Syri-
an Democratic Forces are closing 
on Raqqa, the so-called capital of 
the ISIS caliphate. Thomas said 
he does not know if ISIS leader 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi is alive, 
but if he is not dead, then “there 
is not a safe place for him on this 
Earth. We absolutely disman-
tled his network; everyone who 
worked for him initially is dead 
or gone. Everyone who stepped 
to the plate following [him] – 
dead or gone. Down through a 
network where we have killed, at 

a conservative estimate, 60,000 
of his followers – his army.”

Baghdadi declared the caliph-
ate and placed his army on the 
battlefield, “and we went to war 
with it,” the general said.

Mosul has been liberated, but it 
is still “dicey” in the old city, he 
reported. There are still pockets 
of ISIS fighters in Tal Afar and in 
western Iraq. “We are pursuing 
these people as hard as we can to 
affect the physical aspect of the 
caliphate while we deal with the 
harder part -- the ideological ba-
sis of it.”

COORDINATING 
AUTHORITY

SOCOM is the DOD coordi-
nating authority for transregional 
terrorism and has been for nearly 
two years, the general said. “This 
was a role and process that didn’t 
exist. It tied together our dispa-
rate DOD efforts.” 

Previously, Gen. Joe Votel 
would handle special operations 
in the Central Command region, 
and Marine Corps Gen. Thomas 
Waldhauser would handle Africa 
Command, while Navy Adm. 
Harry Harris would handle Pacif-
ic Command. “They were good, 
focused activities but without 
any synchronization at the DOD 
level,” Thomas said. “We were 
thrust into that role.”

He commented that the change 
enables the command “to agitate 
or drive an assessment at the se-
nior DOD level of what are we 
trying to do, how well are we 
doing it, and what do we need to 
change in terms of strategy and 
resourcing.”

Previously, the only person 
in the department who could do 
such a thing was the defense sec-
retary.

He said his mission objectives 
from Defense Secretary Jim Mat-
tis have changed. “It used to be 
‘Defeat ISIS,’” he said. “It is 
now, ‘Annihilate ISIS.’ [Mattis] 
put a non-doctrinal term out there 

to amp up the volume a bit, and 
we all got the message.”

Thomas wants SOCOM to be 
more agile and more networked.

The command has its eyes on 
Iran and that country’s stated 
goal of building a Shia cres-
cent through Iraq and Syria into 
Lebanon. Iranian officials are 
all throughout that area now, the 
general said, adding that they 
bear special attention.

ISIS is trying to export its 
“brand” through the world and 
they seized on Libya as a failed 
state, which, with its gap in gov-
ernance, could serve as a foot-
hold for the terrorist organization 
in the region. In fact, ISIS lead-
ers declared Libya a province in 
the caliphate, he said, and at its 
high-water mark in the country 
had around 2,000 fighters in and 
around the seaside city of Sirte. 
“They don’t exist anymore,” 
Thomas noted.

Special operations forces 
worked through proxies and 
surrogates to eliminate the ISIS 
threat in that area, he said. Still, 
the general noted that Libya is 
another place that bears watching 
as some of the fighters escaped to 
southern Libya and are looking 
for a time and place to return.

The command is also invested 
in deterring Russia, and there are 
special operations forces work-
ing with all the nations bordering 
Russia, Thomas said. “The peo-
ple [of those nations] enjoy their 
freedom and want to keep it,” he 
added.

KOREA
Herridge asked about the com-

mand’s work on the Korean Pen-
insula. Thomas objected to the 
argument that there is no mili-
tary option against North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un as he con-
tinues to build a nuclear weapons 

and the means to deliver them. 
“There is always a military op-
tion,” he said. “That’s why you 
pay $600 billion a year. It is an 
ugly, ugly option, but you cannot 
play elements of power and then 
discount that there is no option.

“People say that Kim Jong Un 
can only put a warhead the size 
of the Hiroshima bomb on a mis-
sile,” he continued. “That’s not 
comforting to me. Everything I 
am hearing … is that he and the 
regime are inextricably tied to 
their nuclear program.”

For the future, the general 
wants SOCOM to be able to give 
decision makers more options to 
choose from when a crisis devel-
ops. “My biggest concern is the 
need to transform,” Thomas said, 
but he is positive that SOCOM is 
on a trajectory to become masters 
at “seeing threats, seeing oppor-
tunities [and] applying our spe-
cial capabilities.”
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By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity

SPECIAL OPS
Commander reiterates relevancy of capabilities around the world

Have a Family •	
disaster plan and 
supply kit. 

Build or identify a •	
safe room in your 
home. 

Purchase and use a •	
NOAA weather radio 
with a tone alert 
feature. This will 
alert you to warnings 
issued by your local 
National Weather 
Service office. 

Photo by Navy Seaman Richard Miller

Then-Lt. Gen. Raymond A. Thomas III participates in a riverine demonstration with members of Special Boat Team 22 at the Naval Small Craft Instruction and Technical 
Training School in Mississippi, March 12, 2015. Thomas now commands U.S. Special Operations Command. 

Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?
Contact Ron Sykstus NOW! rsykstus@bondnbotes.com 256-713-0221

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services
he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has
been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,
covering all areas of government concern including:

• Financial
Considerations

• Security Violations
• Drug Involvement

• Alcohol Consumption
• Personal Conduct
• Criminal Conduct
• Sexual Behavior

• Foreign Influience
• Foreign Preference
• Misuse of Information

Technology

Also available for Courts-Martial, Magistrate Court
and Administrative Separation Board Defense.

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

Photo by Air Force Tech. Sgt. Angelita Lawrence

Thomas salutes after placing a wreath on a memorial in remembrance of Australian and New Zealand Army Corps Day April 
25 at MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. 



If the animal’s body temperature is 
104 degrees or higher, start the cool-
ing process by placing water-soaked 
towels on the animal’s head, neck 
and chest. The initial cooling process 
must stop after the first 10-15 min-
utes, if not, the animal’s body tem-
perature could drop dangerously low. 

Owners should take pets to the near-
est veterinary hospital immediately, 
even if they are able to decrease the 
animal’s body temperature. The po-
tential consequences of heat stroke 
may not become apparent in your pet 
until hours or days later. 

Peggy Contreras, Department of 
Public Community Police Supervisor, 
reminds people that neglecting a pet 

by leaving it chained up or confined 
in the heat without proper water is a 
violation of Fort Rucker Regulation 
40-16. She encourages anyone with 
pets to consider the heat and follow 
appropriate guidelines. 

For more information or to report 
suspected animal neglect, contact 
Fort Rucker Community Police at 
255-2222. 

hours of 7-8 a.m., said Dumais. Additionally, during those 
hours many Soldiers are finishing up their morning physi-
cal training and utilizing Andrews Avenue as they leave the 
installation.

For those reasons, Dumais said, it’s best for school traffic 
to try and avoid using Andrews Avenue to avoid congestion 
at the traffic light on the corner of Andrews and Dustoff. 
Also, if people aren’t required to be in the area during those 
morning hours, they should avoid the area if possible, he 
added.

Although children will not be walking or riding bicycles 
to the new site, the area will be designated a school zone 
and motorists should obey all traffic signs and laws, and 
slow down accordingly, said the police chief.

“Nobody likes change, but this change is necessary,” he 

said. “This school is going to be in place for a couple years, 
so the traffic patterns that we see coming in August we will 
see for a couple of years.

“Our biggest challenge is going to be the throughput of 
cars, and we will have ample patrol vehicles out there that 
morning to make sure the traffic flows smoothly, but we 
ask that if people can avoid the area, then please do, and 
definitely slow their speeds down when they’re approach-
ing the area,” he added.  “It’s going to be a learning process 
for us all.”

In addition to preparing for the new traffic patterns, 
Gilmer said parents should prepare their children for the 
new school year by adjusting their sleeping patterns, as 
well.

“Have the kids turn in a little earlier prior to school, so 
that they won’t have that drag or shock when they get up 
early for school,” she said. “Then they can strap on those 

wonderful attitudes and get ready for a great year of learn-
ing and growing together.”

Parents can also get the chance to meet teachers, tour 
the new temporary facility and ask any questions during 
the school’s Sneak-A-Peek today from 3-4 p.m. for the el-
ementary school at The Village, and 4:15-5:15 p.m. for the 
primary school at Fort Rucker Primary School.
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School
Continued from Page A1

Heat
Continued from Page A1

WASHINGTON — When con-
sumers purchase smartphones, 
they don’t come with bulky 
instruction manuals, said the 
principal military deputy to the 
assistant secretary of the Army 
(Acquisition, Logistics and Tech-
nology). 

There’s a reason for that, said 
Lt. Gen. Paul A. Ostrowski. 
Smartphones are designed to be 
used intuitively.

Besides being intuitive, smart-
phones can be used across states 
and even across the world with-
out having to be adjusted for lo-
cation, he said.

Army networks still have a 
ways to go before they are as 
easy to use in an expeditionary 
manner as smartphones, he said.

Ostrowski spoke Thursday 
at the Association of the United 
States Army’s Hot Topics semi-
nar on “Army Networks.”

Besides being intuitive and ex-
peditionary, the network must be 
secure and must be able to be in-
tegrated with each of the services 
as well as with coalition partners, 
he said.

Additionally, networks must be 
maintained and operated by Sol-
diers on the battlefield, he added. 

In the future fight, the Army 
will not have the luxury of field 

service representatives running 
around the battlefield, he said.

Brig. Gen. Joseph “JP” Mc-
Gee, deputy commander for Op-
erations, U.S. Army Cyber Com-
mand, said another goal for the 
future network is to simply iden-
tify and catalog everything that’s 
attached to it, from computers to 
printers. 

This Internet of things needs to 
be made as invulnerable as pos-
sible. McGee added that there are 
still a number of weaknesses to 
be addressed, but he declined to 
go into detail on any of them due 
to operational security.

NETWORKS NEED STEM 
EXPERTISE

Air Force Maj. Gen. Burke 
“Ed” Wilson, deputy principal 
cyber adviser to the secretary 
of Defense and senior military 
adviser for cyber, Office of the 
Under Secretary of Defense for 
Policy, Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, said that on a national 
level, more science, technology, 
engineering and math needs to 
be taught to children at younger 
ages, even in elementary school.

Having a good base of STEM 
knowledge, he said, is important 
to the military’s accessions mis-
sion.

He added that he thinks the 
services are doing a surprisingly 
good job at recruiting and retain-

ing this talent.
Gary Wang, acting Army chief 

information officer, G-6, said that 
those who defend the networks 
need to have more blended train-
ing. 

By blended, he explained get-
ting Soldiers in electronic war-
fare, intelligence, information 
technology and other specialties 
trained together to operate ef-
fectively together instead of be-
ing stove-piped. That approach 
is now being applied throughout 
the Army, he said.

Wang added that the pace of 
hostile cyberattacks has acceler-
ated recently. Instead of single 
viruses, hackers have devised 

“a mashup of viruses” that offer 
more sophisticated attacks.

TAPPING INDUSTRY FOR 
SOLUTIONS

To counter these threats, Wang 
said the Army will need to tap 
industry to automate responses 
to cyberattacks using cognitive 
networks, artificial intelligence, 
neural networks, pattern recogni-
tion, automation and big data. 

Brig. Gen. Maria B. Barrett, 
deputy director of Current Op-
erations, J-3, U.S. Cyber Com-
mand, said the Army is tapping 
into industry solutions through 
participation in the Defense In-
novation Unit Experimental.

DIUx has military representa-
tives in Silicon Valley, Califor-
nia, and other high-tech centers 
in the U.S., to stay abreast of in-
novative technologies that can be 
applied to network protection.

Maj. Gen. Garrett S. Yee, 
military deputy/Cyber Security 
Office of the Chief Information 
Officer/G-6, said that additional-
ly, Fort Gordon, Georgia, hosted a 
Cyber Quest last month, in which 
27 industries showed interests in 
providing the latest technologies 
in cyber and electronic warfare. 

Cyber Quest is a cyber/elec-
tronic warfare experimentation 
and collaboration between Sol-
diers, industry and Army re-
searchers together. Yee predicted 
that more industries will show 
interest in future Cyber Quests.

Ostrowski said that the Army 
is investing a lot of money in cy-
bersecurity. It’s currently second 
in dollars spent after Aviation.

The Army has also been reach-
ing out to numerous industry 
partners and will soon have a 
second roundtable discussion 
with them. All ideas are welcome 
from industry, he added. “This is 
a call to action. Failure is unac-
ceptable.

“If we fail to achieve that vi-
sion of the network, we fail as a 
nation,” Ostrowski said. “This is 
serious stuff. We have to get on 
with next-generation capability.”

General:

Photo illustration by Peggy Frierson

By David Vergun
Army News Service

USKA
MARTIAL ARTS

ONLY

$45
WEEKLY

1145 James Drive • enterprise, aL • 334-475-4308
(across frommr. mattress)

WWW.SCORPIONKARATE1.COM

AFTER SCHOOL
KARATE PROGRAM SPECIAL

registration fee/uniformnot incLuDeD
free pickup from schooL monDay - friDay

karate cLasses incLuDeD • free homework assistance
buLLy prevention • viDeo game room

outsiDe basketbaLL court • arts & crafts
trips/events & much more
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ALL NON-MEMBERS ONLY

M

Army networks must be as intuitive as smartphones

WASHINGTON — Joint and 
coalition partners must train to-
gether on the use of their military 
communications networks when-
ever possible to build familiarity 
and to identify incompatibilities 
well in advance of when those 
networks will be needed during 
actual conflict, said Maj. Gen. 
Mitchell L. Kilgo.

Kilgo, who serves as director 
of J-6 within U.S. Central Com-
mand, spoke during a July 20 
Association of the United States 
Army-sponsored forum on Army 
networks.

When conflicts arise, there will 
not be time to find solutions to 
the incompatibilities between 
partner-nation communications 
networks, Kilgo said. “There will 
already be enough turbulence 
coming into theater.”

Military communications net-
works used by both U.S. forces 
and partner nations allow com-
manders to issue orders to their 
subordinates and in turn allow 
those subordinates to relay the 
situation on the ground back up 
to their leadership. Those same 

networks also allow partner na-
tions to relay critical information 
to each other.

But the communications net-
works of partner-nation militar-
ies are often developed indepen-
dently of each other and may not 
be compatible.

Maj. Gen. Peter A. Gallagher, 
director of architecture, opera-
tions, networks, and space within 
the Army’s Chief Information 
Officer/G-6, said that network 

communications hardware and 
software isn’t always compat-
ible with the U.S. or even with 
NATO. 

Some nations, he said, procure 
their own radios and other equip-
ment on their own, not through 
foreign military sales. This cre-
ates a communications gap.

Rear Adm. Danelle Barrett, 
who serves as both the director 
of the Navy’s Cyber Security Di-
vision, as well as deputy to the 

Navy’s chief information officer, 
said network interconnectivity is 
a joint and coalition imperative 
because threats can come “fast 
and furious,” and delays in com-
munications can disrupt the battle 
rhythm.

Barrett recommended that 
during training exercises, com-
manders should identify “no-fail 
missions” and then rehearse ex-
ecuting those missions. 

Part of that joint and coalition 

training should include simulat-
ing an enemy attack on the net-
work that disables it for some 
time, she said, and determine 
what effects that may have on 
those no-fail missions and what 
workarounds are feasible.

With connectivity down, she 
said, commanders can identify 
what impacts there will be not 
just on command and control, but 
on such things as medical and lo-
gistics support as well.

Photo by David Vergun

The 2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division trains with United Kingdom soldiers at Fort Bliss, Texas, during a Network Integration Evaluation.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Leaders say network communications across coalition vital
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

COTTON CREEK SUBDIVISION
103 Grayton • $264,900
BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED 4 BEDROOM, 2 ½ BATH HOME IN THE
DESIRABLE COTTON CREEK SUBDIVISION! The spacious open
living area has new hand scraped engineered hardwood flooring,
and the gorgeous kitchen has new ceramic floor and stunning
quartz counters. The split bedrooms offer great personal space.
The master suite invites you in with its spa like atmosphere;
the perfect place to relax! 2 car garage, extra storage space,
oversized porch and a large fenced in yard. Holly Hill Elementary.

Directions: Cotton Creek: Hwy 27N to right on Porter Lunsford Road,
left into Cotton Creek. Right onto Grayton Lane. House is on left.

Sunday, July 30th • 1:00-3:00

A MEMBER OF

Theresa Hernandez • 334-379-5937
theresa@c21regencyrealty.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION! READY!! $161,800

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

79.50 +/- ACRES

NEW LISTING ~ $326,000

4 BEDROOM ~ $199,500

$67,900

$191,000 WITH POOL

EVELYN HITCH
334-406-3436

JAN SAWYER
334-406-2393

Your Home Search is in

Good Hands with our

POWER
PRODUCERS

of the month!



SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ill. 
— Soldiers with the 101st Combat 
Aviation Brigade, 101st Airborne 
Division, assisted Airmen in com-
pleting lifesaving overwater train-
ing June 29 near Scott Air Force 
Base.

“We’re doing overwater training 
for the Air Force out of Scott Air 
Force Base as part of their [Surviv-
al Evasion Resistance and Escape] 
refresher course,” said Sgt. Blake 
Armstrong, a flight paramedic with 
C Company, 6th Battalion, 101st 
General Support Aviation Battalion, 
101st Combat Aviation Brigade.

SERE training is designed to help 
military personnel survive if isolat-

B
July 27, 2017

Armywide

REDSTONE ARSENAL — Could a robotic, unmanned refueling sys-
tem limit rotary-wing aircraft time on the ground and remove Soldiers 
from isolated fueling stations?

A Limited Initial Capabilities Demonstration was performed by the U.S. 
Army Aviation and Missile Research, Development and Engineering Cen-
ter to test that theory. 

The demonstration unveiled a new science and technology effort de-
signed by the center’s Aviation Development Directorate and Operational 
Energy Lab called Autonomous and Robotic Remote Refueling Point. The 
event presented stakeholders with a potential material set of solutions, 
proof of concept, and demonstrated the technical feasibility of an autono-
mous robot refueling operation.

The project’s goal is to enable Army Aviation manned rotary-wing air-
craft to address current and emerging range and endurance requirements, 
as well as refueling challenges created by the non-contiguous battlefield. 
By using self-aligning robotics, articulated arms and sensors, the system 
would support a Quick Hook-Up, ultimately reducing the aircraft’s time 
on the ground. The robotic, unmanned system would also increase safety 
by removing Soldiers from the fueling station – a location that could put 
them at risk of enemy targeting.

“One of the most useful activities of the S&T enterprise is to conduct 
concept demonstrations like the AR3P,” said Layne Merritt AMRDEC’s 
chief engineer for Aviation Development. “For relatively little investment, 
we can demonstrate the technical viability of a new concept like unmanned or 

See refueling, Page B4

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ill. — Soldiers with 
the 101st Combat Aviation Brigade, 101st Airborne 
Division, assisted Airmen in completing lifesaving 
overwater training June 29 near Scott Air Force Base.

“We’re doing overwater training for the Air Force 
out of Scott Air Force Base as part of their [Survival 
Evasion Resistance and Escape] refresher course,” 
said Sgt. Blake Armstrong, a flight paramedic with C 
Company, 6th Battalion, 101st General Support Avia-
tion Battalion, 101st Combat Aviation Brigade.

SERE training is designed to help military personnel 
survive if isolated in a water crash incident. For many 
of the students, it was their first time participating in 
overwater training.

“Our students are a mix of pilots and aircrew, basi-
cally anyone who flies on a plane and has the potential 
to go down over water needs to come to this course to 
know what to do just in case that happens,” said Senior 
Airman Collin Belanger, SERE instructor. “We … run 
them through a couple of things – getting out of the 
aircraft, getting to the life raft, signaling for recovery 
and how to actually get recovered – that’s where the 
helicopter comes in.”

Although the training can be conducted without a 
helicopter, Belanger said that the presence of one helps 
make the training feel real to the students and familiar-
izes them with the process of an actual rescue.

“[The] majority of the time it’s going to be a heli-
copter rescue, so having the students being able to get 
on the hoist and really feel what it’s like is good so it 
doesn’t come down to them doing it for the first time 
ever in a real life event,” Belanger said.

In addition to familiarizing students with using the 
hoist, the Army-provided helicopter helps to simulate 

Automation

The AR3P concept uses an isolated FARP approach which seeks to provide an autonomous, unmanned refueling capability using 
existing technologies.

Photo by Kathleen Edwards

UH-60 Black Hawks deliver munitions to Army paratroopers at Forward Operating Base Shalalot, Iraq, July 6, for use in the fight against ISIS.
Photo by Sgt. Christopher Bigelow

FUELING THE FIGHT SERE

By Nikki Ficken
U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Research,  Development 
and Engineering Center  Public Affairs

By Sgt. Marcus Floyd
101st Combat Aviation Brigade
Public Affairs

SYNCING UP

See rescue, Page B4

An AS532 Cougar helicopter from the Bulgarian air force picks up service members during combat search and rescue training in Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria, July 11 as a UH-60 Black Hawk from the 10th CAB and an Mi-24 Hind helicopter from the Bulgarian air force circle for security. 

101st Airborne Soldiers train with 
Air Force on lifesaving water ops

10th CAB teams with Bulgarian air force for search, rescue training

See sere, Page B4

Concept demonstration explores robotic aviation refueling system

Sgt. Blake Armstrong, a flight medic with C Co., 6-101st Avn. 
Regt., 101st CAB, conducts over-water training with Airmen 
June 29 near Scott Air Force Base, Ill. 

Photo by Sgt. Marcus Floyd

By Spc. Thomas Scaggs
10th Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs

A UH-60 Black Hawk flies with an Mi-24 Hind from the Bulgarian air force during Saber 
Guardian 17. 

Photos by Spc. Thomas Scaggs



HEALTHCARE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

YARD & ESTATE SALES

MERCHANDISE

HEALTH PRODUCTS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION,TRAINING & LIBRARY

GENERAL

HEALTHCARE

RESTAURANT & FOOD SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

LEASE WITH OPTION TO BUY

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRAVEL TRAILER LOTS FOR RENT

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS
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Need a New Home?
Check out the Classifieds

ESTATE SALE - 60 HOLT LANE, DALEVILLE
∂ Friday 28th - Saturday 29th (8am-2pm)
Antiques, albums, books, clothing, display
cabinets, electronics, furniture, camping &

fishing, appliances, H/H, etc.
SORRY NO CHILDREN OR BABY STROLLERS.
CALL 334-503-4418 OR 334-503-9308

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

APLIN FARMS
Open Mon.-Sat. 7-6
U-PICK PRODUCE
Tomatoes, Peppers,
Peas, Eggplant
and Okra

CALL 334-792-6362

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Home grown tomatoes, shell
peas, butter beans and

other fresh vegetables available!
Hwy 52 Malvern 334-793-6690

SNELL FARMS
SHELLING PLANT

∂ Shelled Peas ∂ Butterbeans ∂ Okra
∂ Peaches ∂ Boiled Peanuts ∂ Sweet Corn
∂ Tomatoes ∂ Cucumbers ∂Watermelon

∂ Green Peanuts ∂ Local Honey
Ozark @ 2652 Hwy 231 S. (334)733-8289
snellfarms33@gmail.com

We accept EBT, MC, Visa & FMNP Vouchers.

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small
Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
334-389-2003

NOW HIRING
English Instructor

Master’s degree with at least eighteen
semester hours of graduate credit in English.
In addition to classroom instruction, the
Instructor serves on college and division
committees, advises students on academic
matters, provides out-of-class tutoring, and
takes on other assignments, as delegated
by the Division Chairperson, the Dean of
Instruction, or the President of the College.

Apply Online Today!
www.escc.edu

Enterprise State Community College is an EOE

*************************************
LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE (ALL SHIFTS)
We are currently seeking LPN’s to provide
the highest quality care for our residents.
Excellent working environment, salary and
benefits. Experience in long term care a
plus but not necessary. Responsibilities
include supervising nursing assistants so
good organizational and leadership

qualities are necessary.

If interested call 334-793-1177 Ext. 227 or
Ext. 231 Monday - Friday (8am to 4pm)

Come by our facility at 950 So. St. Andrews
St. to fill out an application or take a tour.

NEWSPAPER
CARRIER

Mature, Dependable
Business-Minded

WORK CLOSE TO HOME
Be Your Own Boss
Working Nights

COME BY TODAY TO
SIGN YOUR BID!!

Enterprise Ledger
1110 Boll Weevil Cir . Suite D

Enterprise, AL

Must have dependable transportation,
minimum liability insurance and

valid driver’s license.

We provide a full range of employment
solutions that include full-time, tempora-
ry, and part-time employment in a wide
range of positions, including professional,

commercial, and administrative.

∂ FITTER/WELDERS

∂ MACHINE OPERATORS

∂ CUSTOMER SERVICE

∂ BAND SAW OPERATOR

∂ SEWER WORKERS

APPLY ONLINE AT
WWW.EXPRESSPROS.COM/DOTHANAL
OR CALL US AT 334-671-1315

*************************************
RN SUPERVISOR (3-11 SHIFT)
We are currently seeking a RN Supervisor
to provide direct nursing care to the
residents and supervise the day-to-day
nursing activities performed by nursing
assistants. Excellent working environment,
salary and benefits. Experience in long
term care a plus but not necessary.
Position is Monday thru Friday.

If interested call 334-793-1177 Ext. 227 or
Ext. 231 Monday - Friday (8am to 4pm)

Come by our facility 950 So. St. Andrews St.
to fill out an application or take a tour.

NOW HIRING

Team Members &
Shift Managers

Starting Pay: $8.30 - $9.50 HR

APPLY IN PERSON
@Dothan Locations
2794 Ross Clark Circle or
1074 Ross Clark Circle
CALL DONALD
334-805-4070

Deerfield Apartments
Now Leasing 2 & 3 BR

apartments.
Many amenities and easily accessible

Must see (334) 503-9222
T&TH deerfieldapt@gmail.com

2-10 acre tract
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

∂ 68 Acres w/ (2) dwellings, (2) rentals &
well producing Hay fields. Located on
Fowler Road, Ashford, Alabama. $375,000.

∂ 37 1/2 Acres wooded area on CR
605 Cottonwood, Alabama. $225,000.

Call Audrey 334-796-9929 or aganey@gmail.com

Blakely area: 70 +- acre farm , beautiful crop-
land mixed with timber. Long frontage on
Hwy. 39 & White Chandler Rd. Great for home
sites, pasture or farming. $2200 per acre.
293 acre irrigated farm , High quality crop
land, 2 pivots, beautiful timber, great hunting
Contact Allied Land & Timber 1-800-590-6439

3BR/2BA, Estate Sale, 2300sf,
2623 Halls Mill Rd. (off Trawick Rd.)
Dothan, large lot, part furnished.

$85,000 334-794-7104.

FSBO: 404 Audubon Dr.
Stonebridge Estates
2762 sq.ft., H/C 3072

adjusted, 4BR/3BA, split level w/ Lg. den, new
ext. paint & some int. paint. Some furniture

included if desired. $189,000
By appoint only qualified buyers. 334-701-6565

GREAT PLACE TO LIVE
r 334-678-8961

Houses 2, 3, & 4BR, Dbl. & Single Wide
(Rental or Owner Financing)

Rehobeth/Wicksburg/Hartford/Slocomb

Highlands FSBO 3000SF 4BR/2.5BA
Saltwater pool and great tropical setting
with fruit trees. Too many amenities and
upgrades to list. Brochures in sign box at
205 Stonehaven Ct. $376,000. No agents.
Call 334-333-5646 for appointment.

Two Homes for the Price of One!
Located in Bascom Florida on 5 Acres
1 Home Completely Remodeled

1 Home 1910 "Jo and Chip Fixer Upper"
Call 850-892-5919 or 850-259-6699

FSBO: 2007 Headland home has 3BR/2BA,
modern kitchen with dining area, dbl. car
garage attachment, screened in back porch,
.4 tenths acre lot has fruit bearing Pecan
trees and outside storage building.

Lot has underground automatic sprinkler
system and complete home Culligan water
system, This home is well maintained in a

very nice and well established
neighborhood. Close to city schools, and
easy access to Dothan. This house is ideal
for a starter home or retired couple.

For appt. in Headland Contact
$149,000 334-718-0397

HEADLAND AREA
3BR/2BA Dbl. Wide - newly remodeled

Home & Land package
Owner Financing / Can lease to own.
$59,900 OBO Call: 386-312-6363

rWill pay top dollar
for used

$$$ MOBILE HOMES $$$
334-685-0889

2009 BassTracker Pro 16, with 4 stroke
Mercury 30 HP motor, cover & trailer included,
lots of extras. In great condition $5300.
Call 334-655-3384 .

2011 Godfrey Pontoon Boat , Sweetwater Series
model 2086FC, 20ft, with 2011 4 stroke yamaha
60 HP motor, cover & trailer included $13,500
Call 334-805-3707

Bass Tracker 17ft 70HP Johnson, galv. trailer,
45lbs electric trolling motor. Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

Pontoon Boat For Sale
Remodled, good condition. Mercury motor,
runs good, with top. $7,500 334-232-4610

Montana 2015 5th Wheel , 6 slides, like new,
sleeps 6. Asking $45,000 Call 334-677-3759

2015 Heartland Wilderness
Travel Trailer , Excellent condi-
tion, 1 owner: 3 slides (living,
kitchen & master closet),
power awning & slides, sleeps

6, 2 recliners, raise & lower TV console in living,
master br. w/TV, pantry, microwave, oven &
fridge. $24,000 MUST PICK UP! 334-805-0120.

Bounder by Fleetwood 2004 36S : Ford V10,
58000 miles, 2 Slides, Automatic leveling sys-
tem, Rear camera, Onan Generator 5500, 2 flat
screen TVs $36,000. 334-718-0113/0114

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $58,500.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Coachman 2002 - Cascade DXL Travel Trailer
25 ft. excellent condition, stored in garage.
$8500. 850-592-2383

Rockwood 2015 Mini-lite
Travel Trailer, Model
2503s, 25.9ft, Fiberglass
exterior, 1 slide, huge
bathroom and shower,
like new never slept or

cooked in, queen size murphy bed, garage
kept, New 2018 2503s Model MSRP $31,000
Priced To Sell $19,995 Call 334-703-2500

Chevrolet 1972 C10
Pickup: Blue. Lowered.
Long wheel base. New 350
cubic inch motor with less
than 20,000 miles. Dual
exhaust with headers.
Chrome bumpers. Custom

wheels. Pioneer sound system and more. REAL
CLEAN. $9,500 firm (cash only). Call or text A.J.
at (334) 369-9625

Ford 1970 Mustang , 6 cyl engine original drive
train, one owner collector vehicle, excellent
condition, 150,000 miles, Appraised value
$20,000 Call or text Oscar at (334) 791-1356 se-
rious inquiries only.

Dodge 1965 D100 Pickup , slant 6-225 engine
original drive train, Collector used vehicle,
Good exterior, excellent interior condition
48,000 miles, Appraised value $22,500.
Call or text Oscar (334) 791-1356
serious inquiries only.

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Chevy Corvette Coupe 2007: Only 6,000 miles.
Eng. LS2 6.0 liter 400 hp. 3LT equip. group. HUD
equipped. Monterey red. Garaged! Never driv-
en in rain or at night. This vehicle is like new
and must be seen to appreciate. $29,900 Firm!
Home 334-475-3219; cell 803-629-6409.

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundai 2014 Elantra Lim-
ited, loaded, sun roof,
leather, navigation, 66,000
miles, 1 owner, $10,995.
Call 334-790-7959.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

2007 Suzuki boulevard, looks and runs like
brand new, lots of extras $2800 Call 850-592-
2881

Yamaha 2006 V-Star 1100 , 4200 miles, saddle
bags, helmets, red with silver flames, great
shape, ready to ride $3295 Call 334-794-9082 or
334-790-6595

Ford 2004 Escape ,
automatic, clean, runs
great, 210k miles $2800
Call 941-268-4493
(Dothan)

Ford Explorer 2004 , Sports Truck, 4-dr., black in
color, 4.0 V-6, automatic, all power, leather,
new tires, runs great, cold AC, 6 disc. CD, 174K
miles $5500. 334-797-7420.

FSBO: Ford Expedition 1997 XLT 5.4 engine,
tow package, black in color, 165K miles,
excellent condition. $4000. 334-792-4554.

Kia 2011 Sorrento , V6 auto engine, 78k miles,
extra clean, like new, 3rd row seats, must see,
one owner, well maintained $12,000
Call 334-718-4990 lv. message.

Chevrolet 2013 Avalanche ,
limited anniversary
edition, pearl white in
color, mint condition,
55K miles, garage kept,

Super Loaded !! $32,000 850-209-4739.

Toyota 2015 Tacoma Prerunner, TRD Off Road
Package, black, V6, 34k miles, very clean, fac-
tory warranty, free oil changes, road hazard
up 65k miles $28,000 Call 334-791-0657

Tractors: 424 International Diesel, 4 cylinder,
news tires, new hydraulic pump, power
steering $2000; 600 Ford, runs good, needs car-
buretor $1500 Additional Equipment Available.
Call 334-797-6925 or 334-699-1366

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
Call Jim 334-379-4953
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BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

DRYWALL & SHEETROCK

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

LAWN SERVICES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT & REPAIR

PAINTING

POWER WASHING

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICENEED TO PLACE AN AD?
It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives
and they will be glad to assist you.

Complete CareGivers
In Home Elder Care Service

Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

POOLE CONSTRUCTION
û û û

Asphalt Paving Concrete Paving
Driveways Parking Lots
Access Roads Building Slabs
Side Walks Curbs
Backhoe Work Dozer Work
Dump Truck Fill Dirt

Any & All Asphalt & Concrete Needs
Call 334-492-2235

255 Murray Rd. Dothan, AL
Roy Poole Brent Poole
Estimator Owner

CHAD’s USED CARS
û Buy Here û Pay Hereû
OVER 50 CARS to choose from
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s
We appreciate your business !!!

MORRISON Bush Hogging

$45. per hr. 2 hr. min.
334-200-5297

Licensed and Insured
û 4 Years Cutting In The Wiregrass!

Dale & Pam’s
Cleaning Service
Husband/Wife Super Team!

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

Residential and Commercial
Call 334-360-4703

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE
• Home • Church • Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

Best service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Computer & Laptop Repair
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified

Dothanpc.com (Mon-Sat)
2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South

334-828-1621 334-596-3250

Myers Construction LLC
Professional Quality Concrete

& Block Service. Free Est . 150 mile
radius from Dothan 334-447-7853
jospehpamela@bellsouth.net

See us on facebook ( Joey Myers)
Milled Asphalt parking lots & driveways

(334) 685-6039FREE
ESTIMATES

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can handle any
of your construction needs!

ConCRETE WoRk
driveways • foundations • slabs • patios

MASonRy WoRk
brick • block • stone

ADDITIonS, REMoDELInG
FRAMInG

ù† Harris Drywall †ù
Residential ~ Commercial
Licensed ~ Insured

∂ New Construction ∂ Remodeling
∂ Patchwork ∂Water Damage

∂Wallpaper Removal
∂ Popcorn Removal (w/dustless system)
Family operated company for over 40 years!

Bill Harris 334-618-9121
O’neal Harris 334-200-6908

Email: harrisdrywall777@gmail.com

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

FLOWERS MAINTENANCE & HOME REPAIR
ù Sheet Rock ù Carpentry ù Hot Water ù
ù Ceiling Fans ù Sinks and Faucets ù
ùWindow Repair AND MORE!

r Call or Text 334-796-4225
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

HUSBAND FOR HIRE
Full Serice Company

û 35 YEARS EXP . û
*Ceiling fans * Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry * Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
Odd Jobs to Big Jobs
Ask for Paul HFHS LLC
334-790-2659
Locally Owned

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

POPCORN CEILING REMOVAL
* PAINTING * TRIM *
* DRYWALL REPAIRS *

35 years experience ( Licensed & Insured )
r Free Estimates q

Call: Joe 352-228-7041 Local

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR
Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û
û Water Proofing & Insurance Work û

(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards
References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist
Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows
Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

#1 ALDRICH LAWN CARE
Free Est. Price matching with better quality
Mowing, Edging, Weed Eating & Leaves

r 334-678-9701 q
Licensed & Insured - Residential &
Commercial ( Year round service )

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.
r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn

for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC
"We Do More Than Cut Grass"

Commercial and Residential
∂ Fertilizer ∂ Lay Sod ∂ Minor Storm
Removal ∂ Leaf Removal
∂ Power Wash ∂ Vinyl Siding
(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-200-8851

FREE ESTIMATES -
Licensed & Bonded.

T& T Lawn Service LLC
’We walk by faith not by sight’

We specialize in: ∂ Flower beds ∂ Mulching
∂ Pine Straw ∂ Sodding ∂ Hedge Trimming
∂ Fertilizing ∂ Commercial & Residential
FREE ESTIMATES - CALL 334-718-3673

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service
∂ Tree Removal

∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work
∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

Wells Lawn
Mower

Taylor, AL. 334-702-9566
r We Buy, Sale & Trade Riding

Lawnmower Service, Parts new & used

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
ù Interior ù Exterior

Pressure Washing
Free Estimates!

Specilize in garage floors
No job too small!! ( Licensed & Insured )

r Call: 334-618-0134 q

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates ∂ 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof@ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!
FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available
rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649

Licensed & Insured

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING
LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

∂ Roofing
∂ Eaves & Siding
∂ Drives, Etc.
Roof Cleaning
Involves

No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street Dothan, AL

Residential & Commercial
All types of Roofing, Awnings &

Seamless Gutters
We also service Flat Roofs

We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"
For Repairs and Leaks

Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com
r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Withstand Winds
Up To 140 MPH

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A-1 Tree Service
Licensed ∂ Bonded

& Insured
∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation

Lawn Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing

Call for your FREE estimate!
334-400-4959

15% SPRING DISCOUNT! 30 years of Exp.
Accepting all major credit cards
Quality you can count on with people you
can trust for a price you can’t beat!

Tree Removal ù Pruning ù Grinding
& Remove Tree Stumps
ù Land & Lot Clearing
ù Concrete & Driveway

Removal ù Storm Damage

Licensed & Bonded
334-435-4845
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ed in a water crash incident. For many of 
the students, it was their first time par-
ticipating in overwater training.

“Our students are a mix of pilots and 
aircrew, basically anyone who flies on a 
plane and has the potential to go down 
over water needs to come to this course 
to know what to do just in case that 
happens,” said Senior Airman Collin 
Belanger, SERE instructor. “We … run 
them through a couple of things – get-

ting out of the aircraft, getting to the life 
raft, signaling for recovery and how to 
actually get recovered – that’s where the 
helicopter comes in.”

Although the training can be conduct-
ed without a helicopter, Belanger said 
that the presence of one helps make the 
training feel real to the students and fa-
miliarizes them with the process of an 
actual rescue.

“[The] majority of the time it’s going 
to be a helicopter rescue, so having the 
students being able to get on the hoist 

and really feel what it’s like is good so it 
doesn’t come down to them doing it for 
the first time ever in a real life event,” 
Belanger said.

In addition to familiarizing students 
with using the hoist, the Army-provided 
helicopter helps to simulate the kind of 
environment the students would be in if 
this were a real-life situation, Armstrong 
said.

“A helicopter in this situation helps 
to make the training more realistic – 
whether it be the Army or the Coast 

Guard they’re going to have the loud 
noises, rotary wash and a lot more mov-
ing parts,” Armstrong said.

The overwater training helped the 
Army helicopter crew gain and hone 
new skills, as well. 

“This helps create new challenges for 
medics who may have only done this 
training on the ground,” Armstrong said. 
“Doing the training out in the open water 
changes a lot of factors and ultimately 
creates a mental boost in the training for 
us.”

the kind of environment the 
students would be in if this 
were a real-life situation, 
Armstrong said.

“A helicopter in this situa-
tion helps to make the train-
ing more realistic – whether 
it be the Army or the Coast 
Guard they’re going to have 
the loud noises, rotary wash 
and a lot more moving parts,” 
Armstrong said.

The overwater training 
helped the Army helicop-
ter crew gain and hone new 
skills, as well. 

“This helps create new 
challenges for medics who 
may have only done this 
training on the ground,” 
Armstrong said. “Doing the 
training out in the open water 
changes a lot of factors and 
ultimately creates a mental 
boost in the training for us.”

unattended Forward Area Refueling Point 
operations and at the same time identify 
possible challenges and considerations 
that would need to be addressed in a full 
S&T or acquisition program.”

The AR3P concept uses an isolated 
FARP approach which seeks to provide 
an autonomous, unmanned refueling 
capability using existing technologies. 

These technologies include Aviation 
ground support equipment, sensors, en-
ergy efficient sustainment equipment, 
aircraft components with minor modifi-
cations, and aircraft refueling interfaces 
and equipment. 

A majority of the robotic package 
comes from commercial off-the-shelf 
materials, but the fuel port system is an 
AMRDEC-designed solution. Use of ad-
ditive manufacturing assisted in the rapid 

prototyping of this S&T project. 
Merritt explained examples of tech-

nical challenges include size, weight, 
power, robotic control, detectability and 
durability. 

“It makes sense for us to fill this need,” 
said AR3P Project Lead, Will Nikonchuk. 
“We address target acquisition and en-
gagement all of the time as the aviation 
and missile research and development 
community. That is what AR3P does.” 

Nikonchuk reported at the demon-
stration that the project is currently ad-
dressing technical risk areas in Phase 2 
and hopes to establish a framework for 
future funding. Phase 3 includes aircraft 
modification and flight testing of a Mos-
quito Test aircraft, while Phase 4, the fi-
nal phase, will feature a flight test of an 
Apache AH-64 at the Aviation Applied 
Technology Directorate at Fort Eustis, 
Virginia. 
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Armstrong signals to the UH-60 Black Hawk crew chief during the training.
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There was foul play afoot at the 
Fort Rucker Primary School, and 
students were working hard to 
crack the case.

The U.S. Army Aeromedical 
Research Laboratories hosted its 
final week of the Gains in Educa-
tion of Mathematics and Science 
program where students got the 
chance to test their sleuthing skills 
with the forensics module July 20.

The forensics module had the 
students trying to solve a crime by 
utilizing forensic techniques, such 
as fingerprinting, testing chemical 
reactions and taking a closer look 
by observing objects through a 
microscope, and for Judah Zara-
goza, seventh grade participant, 
the day’s events were right up his 
alley.

“This morning we got to learn 
about DNA – what it is, how it 
works and how it helps forensic 
analysts,” said the 12-year-old 
GEMS student. “My favorite part 
has been fingerprinting. We got to 
use the fingerprint dust and check 
for the fingerprints [on a glass]. 
We also got to check chemical re-
actions between super glue and a 
saturated cotton ball.”

Zaragoza, who said he wants 
to be an entomologist, said he 
found the lessons interesting be-
cause these types of experiments 
are things that he feels is common 
knowledge when it comes to fo-
rensic science, but not something 
that many get to practice.

“I think it’s something that 
we’ve all heard of, so it’s kind of 
cool to actually see that it works,” 
he said. “I love science and math 

– they’re my favorite subjects in 
school. I also just love to make 
things and take things apart.”

Fellow GEMS student Mia 
Maund said fingerprinting was 
also her favorite part of the pro-
gram because she wants to either 
be a teacher or forensic analyst 
when she grows up.

“I love science and I love mak-
ing things,” she said. “I watch a 
lot of crime shows, and they’re al-
ways talking about fingerprinting 
and stuff like that, so I really liked 
it a lot.”

Throughout the program, the 
students had to work together in 
order to try to solve the crime us-
ing the various techniques they 
learned, but the lessons weren’t 
just about testing their forensic 
knowledge, but seeing how well 
they were able to work as a team.

Liam Edens, GEMS mentor, 
said the team dynamic is an essen-
tial part of the children’s lessons 
that they’ll be able to use in any 
work or social setting.

“Interaction in a team setting 
just about anywhere is going to 
help you in any major, regardless 
of what you’re studying,” he said. 
“Working in a team is a real-life 
application. You’re going to have 
to work in a team in your real life, 
so you might as well start really 
early.”

Edens, currently studying ki-
nesiology in his senior year at 
Auburn University, is no stranger 
to the GEMS program, having 
mentored with the program many 
times in years past.

“It’s a great experience for not 
only myself, but for the kids,” he 
said. “Seeing them interact and 
open up slowly is just a lot of fun. 

It gives them the chance to do 
things that they normally aren’t 
able to do in school.”

It’s also a good opportunity for 
mentors to learn from the students, 

he added. 
“I’m a pretty firm believer that 

just because someone is younger 
than you doesn’t mean you can’t 
learn anything from them,” he 

said. “You learn something from 
each of the kids and you get little 
tidbits of information from each of 
the children, and you come back 
with a multitude of facts.”

With more than 240 years in service, the 
U.S. Army Chaplain Corps is just as estab-
lished as the Army itself and, like the Army, 
it exists to serve a purpose greater than self.

The corps will celebrate its 242nd birthday 
Saturday, but Fort Rucker will host a cel-
ebration with a barbeque at the Spiritual Life 
Center Friday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. where 
people can come out to enjoy food, fun and 
fellowship, said Chaplain (Col.) Dean Bonu-
ra, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker garrison chaplain.

“We’re doing this for the community, so 
we’re inviting the Soldiers and families, as 
well as our command teams and congrega-
tions,” he said. “The chaplains will be doing 
the cooking, the cleaning, the setup and the 
teardown.”

The event will be a good opportunity for 
people to become familiar with the chaplain-
cy on Fort Rucker if they aren’t already, and 
learn a bit about the corps and the purpose 
they serve, he added.

“We’ve been around a long time and the 
role of the chaplaincy is pretty simple – to 
provide for the free exercise of religion, and 
also to serve as an adviser to the command 
in terms of religion, ethics, morals and mo-
rale,” said Bonura. “There is a lot of func-
tionality to the chaplaincy. The chaplaincy 
has been known to nurture the living, care 
for the wounded and honor the fallen. That’s 
been the mantra, and we do that – we take 
those functions very seriously.”

There are 1,459 chaplains serving in the 
U.S. Army, representing six of the world’s 

major religions, including Protestant, Catho-
lic, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu, 
said the garrison chaplain. Since 1775, about 
25,000 Army chaplains have served as re-
ligious and spiritual leaders for more than 
25 million Soldiers and families, and Army 
chaplains have served in more than 270 ma-
jor wars and combat engagements.

The chaplaincy provides programs and 
events on post throughout the year to serve 
Soldiers and their family members, including 
through events like vacation Bible school for 
children, church services, prayer breakfasts, 
and counseling for Soldiers and families, he 
added.

“Of course we do post-wide programs, 
which there are about 30 of those we do 
throughout the year,” said Bonura. “We host 

a lot of services around the holidays in No-
vember and December, as well as March and 
April.

“At the same time, we’re cognizant of 
what we call low-density faith groups, in-
cluding the Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist and 
Hindu faiths,” he said. “And we want to be 
able to support the smaller groups (as well). 
At the end of the day, we want to take care of 
all of our Soldiers and family members.”

Although there is no official military re-
ligion, each chaplain represents his or her 
own faith group, and all work cooperatively 
to provide for free exercise of that religion 
and to even be responsive to those who don’t 
identify with a religion, said the garrison 
chaplain.

“Chaplains are a sounding board for any-

one who has any moral, ethical or religious 
issue, even if they may not be religious peo-
ple,” he said. “Some people out there may 
feel disenfranchised or marginalized, but we 
want to be supportive of them. We are reli-
gious advisers, but on the other side of the 
coin we’re advocates for all Soldiers.”

By providing that level of support, the 
chaplaincy is able to provide Soldiers and 
family members with the resiliency they 
need to be able to combat tough situations 
that can accompany military life, such as 
moves, deployments and other daily stres-
sors. Spiritual resiliency, whether a person 
is religious or not, can have a big impact in 
overall resiliency, said Bonura.

“I think that we all as individuals have a 
spirituality. Spirituality can be expressed in 
many different ways – positively and nega-
tively. It doesn’t necessarily correspond with 
religion, which is a component of spiritual-
ity,” he said. “We are, as chaplains, spiritual 
advisers, but more specifically we’re reli-
gious advisers. I believe that if we can nur-
ture spirituality, then we can fundamentally 
nurture human resiliency.”

Those who have some sort of spiritual-
ity, whether that sits in a belief in God or 
not, tend to be more resilient, said Bonura. 
That resiliency helps people bounce back 
from difficult times, and even grow from 
their experiences, especially for Soldiers in 
combat.

“Just the chaplaincy being present in a 
combat environment is a reminder to [the 
Soldiers] that they are not alone,” he said. 
“When we know we’re in this together and 
that they’re not alone, there is hope and a fu-
ture – those kinds of things are powerful.”
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Faith Loyless and McKenzie Smith, GEMS students, work together as they test a glass for fingerprints during the 
forensics module.

Chaplain (Col.) Dean Bonura, USAACE and Fort Rucker garrison chaplain, leads the National Day of 
Prayer service at the Headquarters Chapel last year.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Ella Baughn, GEMS student, peers through a microscope during the forensics module of the GEMS program at the 
Fort Rucker Primary School July 20.

Photos by Nathan Pfau

Students use science 
to solve ‘whodunit’

Chaplains serve as ‘advocates for all Soldiers’

Crack
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case



C2  ★  July 27, 2017  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

School Age Center Summer Camp
The Fort Rucker School Age Center 

hosts its summer camp through Aug. 
4. Each week, the camp will have a 
new theme. Parents will have the abil-
ity to pick and choose which weeks they 
would like their children to attend. Fees 
will be due the Friday before the start 
of each camp week and will be based 
on total family income. Food, field trips 
and all activities will be included in the 
weekly fees. All youth who attend must 
be enrolled in child and youth services. 

For more information, call 255-9108 
or 255-9638.

Fort Rucker Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host the Fort 

Rucker Right Arm Night today from 4-6 
p.m. Right Arm Night is an Army tradi-
tion, promoting a night of camaraderie 
and esprit de corps as leaders come to-
gether and treat those who help them 
accomplish the mission. Complimen-
tary appetizers will be served while sup-
plies last. Right Arm Night is held every 
month, and both military and civilians 
are welcome. For more information, call 
255-0768. Pictured is a scene from a 
previous event.

Wild Adventures day trip
MWR Central will host a back-to-school 

day trip to Wild Adventures in Valdosta, 
Georgia, Saturday. The park features ev-
erything from roller coasters to wild ani-
mals to water slides and more. The trip 
costs $53 per person. The bus will depart 
from the parking lot of Bldg. 5700 at 7 
a.m. and is expected to return at 8 p.m. 

To register, call 255-2997 or 255-
9517.

Back-to-School Backpack Giveaway
Children of military members can pick 

up a complimentary book bag filled with 
school supplies at the child and youth 
services open houses Saturday from 2-4 
p.m. Each location will feature an open 
house for parents and children to tour 
and learn more about the programs of-
fered at each facility – the school age 
center in Bldg. 2806 for youth in grades 
1-5 and the youth center in Bldg. 2800 
for youth in grades 6-12. Book bags are 
available while supplies last for military 
dependent children only.

For more information, call 255-9810 
or 255-9108. 

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readi-

ness Program hosts orientation sessions 
monthly in the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, in the Army Community 
Service multipurpose room, with the 
next session Aug. 3. People who attend 
will meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 a.m. to fill 
out paperwork before going to the multi-
purpose room. The class will end at about 
11:30 a.m. The sessions will inform peo-
ple on the essentials of the program and 
provide job search tips, as well. Advance 
registration is required and attendance at 
a session is mandatory for participation 
in the program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

International Spouses Get Together
Army Community Service hosts its 

International Spouses Get Together the 
first Friday of every month at 9 a.m. at 
the Allen Heights Community Center. 
According to ACS officials, the get to-
gether is a place for spouses to find sup-
port, and help with finding resources for 
obtaining U.S. citizenship, education, 
drivers licenses and more.  Multilingual 
volunteers are available. 

For more information, call 255-3735. 

Federal jobs workshop
Army Community Service will host 

its federal job workshop Aug. 9 from 8 
a.m. to noon in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. The 
workshop is aimed at getting people the in-
formation they need to increase their fed-
eral employment possibilities. Participants 
will receive a free copy of Kathryn Trout-
man’s “Jobseeker’s Guide (7th Edition).” 
Registration is required two days prior to 
the workshop. Space is limited to the first 
60 people to register and the workshop is 
open to authorized patrons only. 

For more information or to register, 
call 255-2594.

Resilience workshop
Army Community Service will host 

its resiliency training workshop Aug. 
10 from 9-11:30 a.m. in Bldg. 5700, 
Rm.350. People need to register by 
Aug. 8. Resilience training is designed 
to provide family members and civilians 
with tools to better cope with and over-
come adversity and challenges, as well 
as perform better in stressful situations, 
according to ACS officials. In August, 
organizers will emphasize real-time re-
silience, identifying character strengths 
in self and others, and challenges and 
leadership.  

For more information, call 255-3161 
or 255-3735.

Volunteer recruitment fair
The Army Community Service vol-

unteer coordinator will host a volunteer 
recruitment fair Aug. 16 from 9-11:30 
a.m. at The Landing’s main ballroom. 
Organizers said the event is perfect for 
people who want to give of their time 
and talents to a deserving organization, 
but aren’t sure which one to pick. The 
event will bring together a number of 
organizations throughout the installation 
in need of volunteers in one convenient 
location. 

For more information, call the 255-
1429.

Newcomers welcome
A newcomers welcome is scheduled 

for Aug. 18 from 8:30-11 a.m. at The 
Landing. Active-duty military, spouses, 
foreign students, Army civilians and 
family members are encouraged by post 
officials to attend the newcomers orien-
tation. A free light breakfast and Star-
bucks coffee will be served. For free 
childcare, people can register their chil-
dren at the child development center by 
calling 255-3564. Reservations must be 
made 24 hours prior to the newcomers 
welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 
or 255-2887. 

Blended Retirement System Seminar
The Army Community Service Finan-

cial Readiness Program will present a 
Blended Retirement System Seminar 
Aug. 22 from 6-7 p.m. in the Soldier Ser-
vice Center, Bldg. 5700, Rm. 282. The 
seminar will be a discussion of the sig-
nificant changes to the current military 
retirement system, including how retire-
ment pay will be calculated, continua-
tion pay and the Thrift Savings Plan with 
matching government contributions, ac-
cording to ACS officials. This discussion 
will be facilitated by ACS accredited fi-
nancial counselors. Pre-registration is 
required by Aug. 21. Free childcare will 
be available with registration. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-3765 or 255-9631.

Army Family Team Building app
People can complete Army Family 

Team Building training through AFTB’s 
app. 

Visit http://www.ftruckermwr.com/
acs/army-family-team-building/ to find 
the direct link to the app. Once com-
plete, people can contact Fort Rucker 
AFTB to receive their certificate. Search 
for AFTB in the app store for Apple de-
vices. 

For more information, call 255-9637.

Book clubs
The Center Library hosts a book club 

for adults the third Tuesday of each 
month from 5-6 p.m. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

The Center Library hosts a book club 
for teens the third Thursday of each 
month from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Light re-
freshments will be served. 

Both clubs are open to authorized pa-
trons. For more information, call 255-
3885.

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for July 27-30

Tickets are $6 for adults and $5 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. Schedule subject to change. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Thursday, July 27 Friday, July 28 Saturday, July 29 Sunday, July 30

Alien: Covenant (R) ........................7 p.m.Everything, Everything (PG-13) .....7 p.m. Captain Underpants (PG) ...............4 p.m.
Wonder Woman (PG-13) .................7 p.m.

Pirates: Dead Men (PG-13) ............1 p.m.
Everything, Everything (PG-13) .....4 p.m.

The Landing will host Girls Night Out Aug. 18 from 6-9 p.m. Attendees will enjoy an evening full of fashion, fun, and prizes while visiting with numerous 
organizations from throughout the community that cater to women, according to organizers. Tickets are on sale for $10 at MWR Central, The Landing 
Zone, The Landing Catering Office, and the Coffee Zone locations at Lyster Army Health Clinic and The Landing Zone. For more information, call 255-
0769. Pictured is a scene from the May event.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Girls Night Out
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QUEENSLAND, Australia 
— Australia is not for the faint 
of heart. Scorpions, snakes and 
spiders lurk in the Australian 
Outback. Treacherous terrain 
crisscrosses the northeastern 
countryside. Extreme tempera-
ture shifts can swelter during 
the day and chill to the bone at 
night. 

These challenges did not deter 
the Soldiers of the 25th Infantry 
Division as they trained along-
side their Australian counterparts 
during Talisman Saber 17.

Talisman Saber is a multina-
tional, multi-echelon exercise 
held in Australia every other 
year. This year, 33,000 troops 
from Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada and Japan trained along-
side Americans from all military 
branches. 

As part of Talisman Saber, the 
Australian Defence Force’s 3rd 
Brigade conducted a certification 
field training exercise called Op-
eration Hamel. The Soldiers as-
sociated with the 1st Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team, 25th Infantry 
Division, from Alaska, Hawaii 
and around the Pacific, supported 
3rd Brigade’s certification as a 
subordinate maneuver force.

For the Tropic Lightning Sol-
diers from Alaska, Talisman Sa-
ber 17 also represented the first 
stop on a three exercises sup-
ported by Pacific Pathways, a 
U.S. Army Pacific initiative of 
exercises that take place annually 
around the Asian Pacific region. 
After completing Talisman Sa-
ber 17, the Task Force will travel 
next to the Hanuman Guardian 
exercise in Thailand and then to 
Orient Shield in Japan to build 
both readiness and interoperabil-
ity with multinational partners.

Soldiers of the 3rd Battalion, 
21st Infantry Regiment of the 1st 
Stryker Brigade Combat Team 
formed the nucleus of the Ameri-
can Army operations in the field 

training exercise portion of Talis-
man Saber 17. Fighting alongside 
the 3rd Battalion Soldiers during 
the field training exercise was 
the 2nd Battalion, 25th Aviation 
Regiment, and the 4th Brigade 
Combat Team (Airborne), 25th 
Infantry Division.

For the Tropic Lightning Sol-
diers, Talisman Saber 17 kicked 
off with a 19-hour direct flight for 
a task force of paratroopers from 
4th Brigade Combat Team (Air-
borne), 25th Infantry Division 
and a company from the Princess 
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infan-
try on July 13. 

The paratroopers conducted 
a forced entry parachute as-
sault from six Royal Australian 
Air Force and United States Air 
Force C-17 Globemaster cargo 
planes into the rugged terrain 
near Williamson Airfield in cen-
tral Queensland to secure the 
airfield and establish a strategic 
blocking position on the battle-
field. Once in place, the Soldiers 
of the 4th Brigade Combat Team 
(Airborne), 25th Infantry Divi-

sion then executed a prearranged 
hand-over to the 3rd Battalion, 
21st Infantry Regiment task force 
and Australian soldiers of 3rd 
Brigade. 

“We started in Fort Richard-
son, Alaska, as a joint force that 
consisted of U.S. troops, as well 
as our Canadian counterparts 
from Princess Patricia’s Cana-
dian Light Infantry. As we look 
at the operation and really the 
bigger picture for the operation 
here within the Pacific area of re-
sponsibility is assuring our allies 
and assuring our partners here 
and then deterring our adversar-
ies,” said Col. Jeffery Crapo, 
commander of the 4th Brigade 
Combat Team (Airborne), 25th 
Infantry Division. “That’s really 
why we conduct an airborne op-
eration clear from Alaska all the 
way into Australia.” 

After the parachute assault, the 
3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry Regi-
ment and its supporting units 
conducted decisive action opera-
tions in support of the Australian 
3rd Brigade. Alpha Company, 

3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry Regi-
ment, conducted a tactical foot 
march while Bravo Company, 
3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry Regi-
ment, boarded helicopters for an 
air assault. Both companies had 
similar objectives: to establish 
battle positions to block main av-
enues of approach enemy forces 
could use to attack the Australian 
3rd Brigade. 

After several days of the in-
fantry task force gaining and 
maintaining contact with the 
elusive “enemy,” the American 
task force participated in the final 
assault on the enemy’s last-ditch 
positions on Sam Hill and Rasp-
berry Creek on July 20.

The Soldiers who participated 
in Talisman Saber 17 received in-
credible small unit training, new 
field craft skills, and an enhanced 
ability to work with allied mili-
taries in an unfamiliar environ-
ment. 

Interoperability was one of the 
key training objectives of the ex-
ercise. Soldiers of 3rd Battalion 
conducted tactical operations in 

Australia’s protected mobility 
vehicles and with New Zealand’s 
Lorries. During an air assault mis-
sion, a task force of helicopters 
from the United States, Australia 
and New Zealand delivered the 
Tropic Lighting Soldiers to the 
landing zone. The air assault was 
the epitome of integration with 
allied partner battle networks, 
strengthening allied partner capa-
bilities with international forces 
for true warfighting interoperable 
challenges that may arise in op-
erational environments.

Talisman Saber 17 provided 
the Alaskan and Hawaiian Sol-
diers an invaluable opportunity 
to conduct combined, joint, and 
interagency operations in a new 
and tough environment. As the 
first leg of 1st Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team’s Pacific Path-
ways, Talisman Saber 17 laid the 
groundwork for the rest of the 
deployment. The exercise gave 
the Tropic Lightning Soldiers 
confidence that they could travel 
anywhere in the Pacific region, 
integrate with their foreign coun-
terparts, and conduct effective 
operations in an unfamiliar loca-
tion – proving they are ready to 
fight and win at any time on any 
battlefield.

“Talisman Saber is an excellent 
builder of readiness, both mul-
tinational readiness and unilat-
eral readiness within the United 
States Army. Being able to train 
with our allies and partners brings 
about a level of readiness that is 
not achievable anywhere else,” 
according to Lt. Col. Josh Davis, 
commander of the 3rd Battalion, 
21st Infantry Regiment.

“We get the opportunity in 
the States to train in the deserts 
of California, the woodlands of 
Louisiana, and the mountain-
ous and freezing Arctic condi-
tions of Alaska, but being able 
to train somewhere you’re not 
accustomed to, brings a level of 
readiness and confidence that the 
Soldiers would just not get any-
where else,” he said.

By Sgt. Frank Strumila
For Army News Service

DOWN UNDER

Soldiers of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry Regiment conduct an air assault during Talisman Saber to establish blocking 
positions of enemy forces at the Shoal Water Bay Training Area in Queensland, Australia. 

Army photo

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — More 
than 33,000 U.S. and Australian person-
nel participatied in the biennial military 
training exercise Talisman Saber 2017 in 
Australia June 23 to Tuesday.

Talisman Saber, jointly sponsored by 
the U.S. Pacific Command and Austra-
lian Defence Force Headquarters Joint 
Operations Command, incorporated U.S. 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force 
and the Australian Defence Force, as well 
as other government agencies from each 
country.

The realistic and challenging exercise 
provided an invaluable opportunity to con-
duct operations in a combined, joint and 
interagency environment that increased 
both countries’ ability to plan and execute 
contingency responses, from combat mis-

sions to humanitarian assistance efforts.
Featuring 21 ships, including the U.S. 

Navy aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan 
(CVN 76), the Bonhomme Richard Ex-
peditionary Strike Group, and more than 
200 joint aircraft, this seventh iteration of 
the exercise focused on training a Com-
bined Task Force of U.S. and Australian 
forces in a mid-intensity, high-end warf-
ighting scenario. 

The exercise also incorporated inter-
agency participation, along with a com-
mand post exercise involving a transition 
between a three- and four-star headquar-
ters. U.S. Pacific Command units and Aus-
tralian forces conducted live and virtual 
training exercises in multi-domains on 
sea, land, air, cyber throughout multiple 
training areas in and around Australia.

The exercise was conducted from mul-
tiple locations in the U.S., including Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam; Naval Base 

San Diego, California; Joint Base Lewis 
McChord, Washington; Naval Station 
Norfolk, Virginia; Suffolk Joint DOD 
Complex, Virginia; Camp Atterbury, Indi-
ana; and on the island of Guam.

Multiple locations in Australia also 
hosted the exercise, including Darwin, 
Rockhampton, Amberley, Canberra, 
Enoggera, Fog Bay, the maritime areas 
of the Coral Sea, and Australian ranges 
including the Bradshaw, Shoalwater and 
Townsville Field Training Areas.

Along with the opportunity to hone mil-
itary skills, the significant involvement 
from international, Australian and United 
States government agencies made this a 
truly collaborative whole-of-government 
effort. Active participation by internation-
al organizations included the World Food 

Programme, the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Assis-
tance and the International Committee of 
the Red Cross.

Australian government entities that par-
ticipated in the exercise included the De-
partment of Defence International Policy, 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
the Australian Federal Police and the Aus-
tralian Civil-Military Centre.

U.S. participating agencies included the 
U.S. Departments of State and the U.S. 
Agency for International Development.

The U.S. and Australia train and work 
together in a variety of exercises and mis-
sions throughout the year, including work-
ing together on humanitarian and civic as-
sistance missions in the Indo-Asia-Pacific 
region.

By Russell Goemaere
U.S. Army Pacific Public Affairs

Exercise Talisman Saber highlights enduring U.S., Australia alliance

Col. Jeffrey Crapo, commander of the 4th Infrantry Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infrantry Division from 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, adjusts his gear after landing at drop zone Kapyong near Wil-
liamson Air Field Shoalwater Bay Training Area on July 13. 

Photo by Staff Sgt. Rory Featherston

Bringing People Together Thru Faith

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

“Be ye followers of
me, even as I also

am of Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1

ARMY FLIER

214 S. Main Street • Enterprise
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist ChurchM

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Soldiers train with multinational partners during Pacific Pathways
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LOHATLA, South Africa — 
Patrolling across an open field 
in the African bushland after 
reports of a kidnapping by insur-
gents, Staff Sgt. Donovan Sweet 
unknowingly led his squad to-
ward a looming ambush. 

Moments later, two devices 
exploded followed by bursts of 
enemy gunfire. The 26-year-old 
leader quickly shouted com-
mands to his 101st Airborne Di-
vision squad to fire back as they 
sought the only cover available 
behind small, thorny shrubs.

One-by-one his squad mem-
bers, along with other Soldiers 
in his platoon, were shot as part 
of a mock scenario Friday dur-
ing the two-week Shared Accord 
exercise, which ends August 3. 
Held at different African training 
sites each year, the joint exercise 
enhances the peacekeeping capa-
bilities of U.S. and African forc-
es in support of U.N. and African 
Union mandates.

More than 230 Soldiers from 
the division’s 2nd Battalion, 
327th Infantry Regiment are par-
ticipating in the bilateral exer-
cise, along with about 300 South 
African Army soldiers, 100 U.S. 
and South African marines, and 
50 Soldiers from U.S. Army Af-
rica headquarters. 

The simulated attack, led by 
South African soldiers posing 
as insurgents, was specifically 
drawn up to inflict heavy losses. 
While they succeeded, it also 
served as a tough lesson to the 
defeated. 

“They need to be able to learn 
to communicate better and no-
tice what’s around them, not just 
in front of them,” Sweet said of 
his squad. The exercise also gave 
him the opportunity to refine his 
own leadership skills.

Realizing one’s strengths and 
weaknesses was a goal for Capt. 
Christian Radulesco, who helped 
devise the attack. Radulesco and 
three other observer-controllers 
left Germany to join the exer-
cise from the Joint Multinational 
Readiness Center, the Army’s 
Europe-based combat training 

center. 
“They still walk away with 

an important lesson learned,” 
said Radulesco, 36, of Atlanta, 
Georgia. “And that is what’s key 
here, even if the whole platoon is 
wiped out.

“To each challenge, there is 
a correct doctrinal answer,” he 
added. “If the leaders follow the 
correct doctrine … and their ju-

nior leaders take initiative, then 
they’re successful.”

In Sweet’s squad, there was 
at least one positive when the 
simulated gunfire rang out across 
the field. As he gave orders, an 
enemy fighter popped out of 
the bush and “fatally” shot him, 
which sounded off his multiple 
integrated laser engagement sys-
tem gear. When that happened, 

one of his younger Soldiers took 
charge of the squad, which had 
also lost a team leader. 

“That was probably an eye-
opening moment for him, as well 
as it was for me,” said Sweet, of 
Mooresville, North Carolina. 

At just 20 years old, Pfc. Zach-
ary Pullen, an M249 squad auto-
matic weapon gunner, became 
the squad leader as he and the 
rest of the Soldiers still in the 
game went on to complete the 
mission. 

“All that muscle memory 
kicked in and you just had to go,” 
said Pullen, 20, of Rapid City, 
South Dakota. “If you sit there 
and think about it, you might get 
people killed.”

Having not been in combat 
yet, Pullen also thought the real-
world training in a foreign coun-
try could better prepare him and 
others for when that time comes. 

“It’s a different experience 
from what we do back home,” he 
said. “Back home, the [opposing 
force] knows our tactics and we 
know theirs. But we don’t know 

[the South African Army] tac-
tics.”

One of the South African sol-
diers shooting at Sweet’s squad 
was impressed with the Soldiers’ 
movements, despite their losses.

“Actually, they are more orga-
nized [than us],” said South Afri-
can army Pvt. Albert Mkhabela. 
“They move more in buddy pairs 
and they secure each other, so 
they really did well.”

But the home-field advantage 
may have proved too much for 
the Americans. “This is our ter-
rain,” Mkhabela said. “We do 
training here most of the time, 
so we are acclimatized with the 
terrain.”

Sweet and the other 101st 
Division Soldiers are expected 
to get another shot against their 
South African counterparts later 
in the exercise when it evolves 
into more complex force-on-
force training scenarios. 

The unique training with the 
South Africans is just one of 
many training events the Sol-
diers will go through to improve 
their readiness.

“We don’t know where we’re 
going next,” Sweet said of po-
tential deployments. “You have 
to be able to diversify yourself 
and your Soldiers in order to be 
successful wherever you go.”

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

101st Soldiers learn critical 
lessons through exercises

Spc. Frank Alvarez, an infantryman with 101st Airborne Division’s 2-327th Inf. Regt., searches a mock insurgent played by a 
South African soldier during situational training for Shared Accord 17 at the South African Army Combat Training Center in 
Lohatla July 21. 

Photos by Sean Kimmons

Soldiers engage in community service to honor Nelson Mandela Day

POSTMASBURG, South Africa — 
U.S. Army Africa Command Soldiers, 
troops from the 101st Airborne Division 
(Air Assault), and service members from 
the South African National Defense Force 
celebrated Nelson Mandela International 
Day 2017 by partnering with a local South 
African animal shelter to provide free ex-
ams and medical treatment for pets in the 
town of Postmasburg July 18.

The troops, who are training together 
during Exercise Shared Accord 2017, took 
time to observe Nelson Mandela Interna-
tional Day – a tradition first recognized in 
2009 by the United Nations General As-
sembly in recognition of Mandela’s con-
tribution to the culture of peace and free-
dom.

“As part of Nelson Mandela Day we 
came out to kind of engage the commu-
nity and give back to the community,” 

said Brig. Gen. William J. Prendergast, 
USARAF deputy commanding general.

“It’s just great to see other cultures and 
make that bond between two nations,” 
Prendergast said, adding that the U.S. 
Army is committed to strengthening its 
relationship with regional and national Af-
rican partners.

U.S. and South African troops partnered 
with local animal shelter, Diere Forum 
Postmasburg, and set up a free, outdoor 
dog clinic for residents living in the shany-
town of Postmasburg. Residents lined up 
for their dogs to receive free vaccinations, 
flea treatments and de-worming medicine.

Service members from both countries 
donned medical gloves and assisted the 
shelter workers with the pets and inter-
acted with residents.

“I think it was great because we don’t 
get to do that stuff often,” said Spc. Glad-
ys Y. Gilbert Brea, a cook with the 101st, 
originally from Gautier, Mississippi.

“It was heartwarming – I love animals,” 

Brea added.
Mandela Day is observed each year on 

July 18, as it is the late statesman’s birth-
day, and it calls on all citizens to volunteer 
67 minutes of their time in commemora-
tion of Mandela’s 67 years in service of 
promoting social justice. Mandela’s leg-
acy includes working as a human rights 
lawyer, an international peacemaker and 
the first democratically-elected president 
of South Africa.

This year, according to the United Na-
tions website, the theme for Mandela Day 
was Action against Poverty, acknowledg-
ing Mandela’s devotion to fighting pov-
erty.

“We need to make a difference in what 
we’re doing in our communities,” said 
South African Defense Force Col. William 
Bucibe, a senior staff officer.

“We are here as an organization to give 
back to the community. We must do good 
wherever we are so we can make this a 
better world,” Bucibe explained.

Prendergast echoed the sentiment that 
it is important for service members to be 
involved in their communities and interact 
with the civilians that they defend.

“It’s community relations and Shared 
Accord ‘17 is really a great opportunity 
for us to continue to build partnerships 
with our African partners,” he said.

By Sgt. 1st Class Alexandra Hays
For Army News Service

Resident children from the shanty town of Postmasburg, South Africa, bring their pets to a free dog clinic 
July 18 in celebration of Nelson Mandela International Day 2017. 

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Alexandra Hays
PRE-QUALIFIED FOR YOUR LOAN AT TIMWHITEHEADFORTHEPEOPLE.COM

(334) 347-8906 • 1-800-239-8906
GET

Jason Keen
Retired Sgt. 1st Class

CHALLENGER
HELLCAT

WAS $70,180

$59,980

CAB EXPRESS

$299 TOTAL DUE

$299 MONTH

SPORT UNLIMITED
$2,999

DUE AT SIGNING & SECURITY DEPOSIT
10,000 MILES PER YEAR

$299MONTH
WAC - TAX, TITLE, LICENCE, EXTRA

EXCESS WEAR & TEAR 25¢

A Soldier with 2-327th Inf. Regt. captures a mock insurgent played by a South 
African soldier during situational training for Shared Accord 17. 

Staff Sgt. Donovan Sweet, a squad 
leader with 2-327th Inf. Regt., gives 
orders to his squad while being at-
tacked by mock insurgents.

First Lt. Zach Lewis, right, a platoon 
leader with 2-327th Inf. Regt., speaks 
with a village elder played by a South 
African soldier.
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NOVO SELO TRAINING 
AREA, Bulgaria — Three military 
police officers from different gar-
risons in Europe combined their 
knowledge and experience of law 
enforcement and military justice 
while helping to protect the com-
munity here during the multina-
tional exercise Saber Guardian 17.

The three Soldiers also assisted 
this joint-operated installation fos-
ter stronger ties with their Bulgari-
an counterparts through daily team 
patrols and shared decision-mak-
ing – demonstrating leadership 
and interoperability capabilities 
championed by U.S. Army Europe 
Commander Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges’ 
“Pillars of Strong Europe.”

Novo Selo Training Area, an 
expansive military base with U.S.-
built infrastructure and vastly di-
verse training capabilities, is en-
sconced in the heart of Bulgaria’s 
rich agricultural landscape. 

Miles from the nearest city and 
only an hour from the Black Sea, 
the base has also become a cen-
tral axis point for U.S. Army and 
NATO operations in recent years, 
said Julia Sibilla, site director for 
the NSTA’s garrison mission.

“NSTA is a premier, fully-
equipped training facility for the 
U.S., our allies and our partners,” 
Sibilla said. “It is a recharging, en-
ergizing place for service members 
to arrive, take care of basic needs, 
and then go out and train.”

Over 5,000 NATO forces ruck-
ing, driving and jumping for Saber 
Guardian 17, a U.S. Army Eu-
rope-led exercise that drew about 
45,000 troops from 23 allied and 
partner nations toward a common 
goal of collective defense, bunked 
in the two-story billeting and tents 

stretched along miles of training 
grounds at NSTA.

The three military police from 
garrisons Ansbach, Bavaria and 
Rheinland-Pfalz in Germany trav-
eled to the forward base during the 
lead-up and execution of Saber 
Guardian and for other follow-up 
exercises to augment emergency 
services and law enforcement 
measures at a garrison that under 
normal circumstances has under 
one thousand troops in its foot-
print.

Currently, NSTA has two mili-
tary provost marshal officers – 
filled by rotating Army reservists 
from Puerto Rico – and two Army 
civilians: a director and physical 
security specialist.

“With thousands of additional 
Soldiers here for the exercise, we 
knew we needed a greater pres-
ence of military police to provide 
security and safety,” said NSTA 

provost marshal Capt. Peter Lo-
pez. “No matter the exercise, 
community safety is paramount. 
It allows Soldiers and command-
ers in the field to focus solely on 
training.”

The augmentees required very 
little local training or onboarding, 
Lopez said. Each bringing five or 
more years of experience as mili-
tary police officers, the Soldiers 
quickly integrated into the small 
DES team and expanded the scope 
of emergency and policing capa-
bilities during Saber Guardian. 

Together, the Soldiers created a 
24-7 police desk, streamlined what 
was once a cumbersome base ac-
cess process for U.S. and NATO 
soldiers, and augmented tradition-
al DES functions like vehicle reg-
istration, criminal investigations, 
escorts and patrols, said DES di-
rector Roland Hesmondhalgh.

“These guys do everything. 

They go out, take pictures, col-
lect evidence, do fingerprints -- all 
things in the past, we didn’t have 
the capability or manpower to do,” 
Lopez said. 

Most notable, however, accord-
ing to Sibilla, is the impact these 
Soldiers have had on the U.S.-Bul-
garian military police relationship 
and, more broadly, the garrison’s 
partnership with host nation offi-
cials through their daily joint pa-
trols along the post perimeter and 
off the installation.

“The joint patrols afford both 
Bulgarian and American military 
police units the opportunity to 
work together, learn from one an-
other, collaborate and better under-
stand the policies and practices of 
other nations,” Sibilla said. “More 
importantly, they strengthen the 
capabilities of both parties and 
highlight the importance of our al-
lied partnership.”

Sibilla also added that the three 
augmentee police officers, as well 
as permanent members of the DES 
team, have embodied all five pil-
lars of Hodges’ model for a strong, 
ready Europe by throwing young 
Soldiers into challenging environ-
ments, leveraging the strengths 
of Army Reservists, cultivating 
stronger national alliances through 
small collaborative actions, en-
abling regionally-allocated forces 
through safe exercises, and con-
tributing to the Army’s regional 
dynamic presence.

“I don’t get to do a lot of these 
things back home. I’ve learned 
how to use Excel, make spread-
sheets and be more organized. Just 
today, I learned how to do a finger-
print kit,” said Staff Sgt. Joe To-
lentino, adding, “I’m so glad they 
chose me to come here. Working 
with the leaders here has been 
amazing.”

Spc. Patrick Williams from 
USAG Ansbach, another augmen-
tee, brought over eight years of 
military police experience to the 
DES team. Williams, who also 
said the experience was an enrich-
ing one, was asked to fill out the 
remainder of his overseas tour as 
the installation’s lead desk ser-
geant.

“Staff Sgt. Ervin Garcia-Guz-
man and I will be leaving soon,” 
Lopez said. “I think it’s important 
to have Soldiers here who can 
mentor the next guys and provide 
critical continuity.”

As NSTA and its sister site 
Camp Mihail Kogalniceanu in 
Romania continue to grow in size 
and emerge as the Army’s Black 
Sea “home and headquarters” for 
rotational forces and regional ex-
ercises, Sibilla said, it’s important 
that processes are streamlined and 
all command components invest in 
strong partnerships. 

By Jackie Pennoyer
USAG Bavaria, Germany  
Public Affairs Office

Soldiers strengthen Bulgarian 
partnerships at Black Sea base

Mathew Cornman, NSTA physical security specialist; Roland Hesmondhalgh, NSTA Directorate of Emergency Services di-
rector; Spc. Patrick Williams; Staff Sgt. Ervin Garcia-Guzman; Staff Sgt. Joe Tolentino; Capt. Peter R. Lopez, NSTA provost 
marshal, are part of the team helping to protect the community in the Novo Selo Training Area during the multinational 
exercise Saber Guardian 17.

Photo by Jackie Pennoyer
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ANDALUSIA
Ongoing — The American Legion Post 80 has 

regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, call 
222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

Ongoing — The American Legion Post 80 hosts a 
dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 

Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served Sundays, and 
games and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  For more information, call 598-6211, 
598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187.

Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of Commerce meets 
the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the 
Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural and 
Convention Center. For more information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
Ongoing — The American Legion Post 12 holds 

monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are held at the post’s facility at 3087 
Hwy. 605, which is Brannon Stand Road at the intersection 
of Park Avenue. For more information, call 400-5356.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3073 
Wiregrass Post membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. 
Breakfast is served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post can 
host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells. 

Ongoing — Disabled American Veterans Dothan 
Chapter 87 maintains a service officer at its office at 545 
West Main St. (Mixon Business Center) Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The chapter will assist 
veterans who were injured or disabled while in military 
service. DAV service officers help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation claims and other 
veterans benefits. All veteran services provided are free of 
charge. For more information, call 836-0217, Ext. 123, or 
send an email to davchapter87@gmail.com.

ENTERPRISE
Ongoing — The American Legion Post 73 meets at 

the American Legion building at 200 Gibson Street on the 
fourth Saturday of each month beginning at 9 a.m. The 
building is across the street from the Lee Street Baptist 

Church. For more information call 447-8507.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6683, 
John Wiley Brock Post monthly membership meetings for 
the VFW Post 6683 and Auxiliary are on the third Tuesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at the post headquarters building 
located at 2615 Coffee County Road 537. The post mailing 
address is P.O. Box 311752 Enterprise, AL 36330. For 
more information, call 334-464-1171 or the auxiliary at 
334-464-2222. The post also has a Facebook site at vfw 
post 6683. 

Ongoing – Military Order of Purple Heart meetings 
are the third Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
American Legion Hall on East Lee Street. For more 
information, call 334-347-2727 or 334-447-6954.

	

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County Relay for Life 

meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens 
Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited to town hall meet-

ings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
July 27 — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 

will meet at 6 p.m. in the senior center, located one block 
behind the old New Brockton Police station. Food and drink 
will be served, and will be followed by regular chapter 
business. Maximum member participation is requested 
as chapter business will include voting for positions of  
commander, senior and  junior vice, and other positions 
for 2018.  Chapter members also extend an invitation to 
other veterans throughout the Wiregrass to join. For more 
information, call 334-718- 5707.

Ongoing — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 
a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains a 
service office in the New Brockton Town Hall (old armory 
building) at 706 McKinnon Street. The office will assist 
veterans who were injured or disabled while in military 
service. DAV service officers help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation claims, Veterans 
Affairs pensions, death benefits, VA medical care, Social 
Security disability benefits, veterans job programs, 
homeless veterans services and other veteran services. 
All veteran services are provided free of charge. For more 
information, call 334-406-6700.  

OZARK
Ongoing — The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly 

meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. 
at the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more information, 

call 477-6221 or email wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

Ongoing — Every Wednesday, the Ozark-Dale 
County Public Library hosts free Wii Zumba from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Teens and adults are invited. For more 
information, call 774-5480.

Ongoing — Every Monday through Friday, aerobic 
classes are open to the public at the Autrey Recreation Center 
from 8-10 a.m. Call 774-2042 for more information.

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited to the Cross 

Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard 
United Methodist Church. For more information, call 983-
3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — The Samson City Council meets 

monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Samson Community Center. 

Ongoing — American Legion Post 78 meets monthly 
on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY
Ongoing — Troy Bank and Trust Company 

sponsors senior dance nights every Saturday night 
from 7-10 p.m. at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall and features 
music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and 
refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
Ongoing — AMVETS Post 23 monthly meeting 

is held the second Thursday of each the month at 7 p.m. 
at the AMVETS Service Center, 203 MLK Dr., in Opp. 
For more information, call 334-493-0785 or visit www.
amvetspost23.com.

Ongoing — Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist 
Church, 970 County Road 528, Elba, offers Sunday school 
the first, second, third and fourth Sundays of the month at 
9:45 a.m., and worship the first and third Sundays of the 
month at 11 a.m. Bible study is Wednesdays after the first 
and third Sundays from 6-7 p.m. For more information, 
call 334-774-1738.

Ongoing — The Marine Corps League, Wiregrass 
Det. 752, welcomes all Marines, Navy corpsmen and 
chaplains, and their families, to its monthly meetings. 
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each month at 7 
p.m.  Attendees are welcome to arrive early for food and 
camaraderie. The next meeting will be at the Golden 
Corral in Dothan. For more information, call 718-4168 or 
805-7335.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
‘Stars on the Riverfront’

The Alabama Dance Theatre will present 
its annual “Stars on the Riverfront” with two 
free performances July 30 and 31 from 7:30-
9 p.m. People are welcome to bring their en-
tire family and picnic as the sun sets on one 
of Montgomery’s most beautiful venues, the 
Riverwalk Amphitheater, according to orga-
nizers. These eclectic performances are the 
culmination of ADT’s two-week summer 
dance seminar and will feature over 50 danc-
ers. Gates open at 6 p.m. for picnicking. 

For more information, call 334-241-2590 
or visit www.alabamadancetheatre.com/
stars-on-the-riverfront.html.

Summer concert series
Panama City Beach, Florida, will host its 

free summer concert series Thursdays from 
7-9 p.m. through Aug. 10 at Aaron Bessant 
Pabrk, 600 Pier Park Drive. People are wel-
come to bring their lawn chairs and blankets 
and enjoy the sounds of summer music, ac-
cording to organizers. Coolers, food and pets 
are welcome.

For more information, visit http://www.
panamacitybeachparksandrecreation.com/

summer-concert-series-2017.html.

Palafox Market
Downtown Pensacola hosts its Palafox 

Market Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urdays at Martin Luther King Plaza. Admis-
sion is free to the market that features fresh 
produce, live plants, baked goods, fine art, 
antiques and more. Items originate directly 
from onsite vendors who grow, make, or 
create the fruits, vegetables, herbs and art 
for sale, according to organizers. The event 
takes place rain or shine.

For more information, call 850-434-5371 
or visit http://palafoxmarket.com/.

Disney’s ‘Mary Poppins’
The Alabama Shakespeare Festival in 

Montgomery hosts its production of Disney’s 
“Mary Poppins” through July 30 at various 
times. According to festival officials, “Mary 
Poppins” showcases some of the most mem-
orable songs ever sung on the silver screen 
or stage, including “Chim Chim Cher-ee,” 
“Jolly Holiday,” “A Spoonful of Sugar,” and 
“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!”  The 
production is recommended for ages 4 and 
up.  Visit http://tickets.asf.net/single/PSDe-
tail.aspx?psn=11574 for show times and to 
purchase tickets. Ticket prices vary based on 

play, date and availability of seating. 
For more information, call 334-271-5353 

or asf.net/project/mary-poppins/.

Zoo’s Twilight Tuesdays
The Montgomery Zoo and Mann Wild-

life Learning Museum will host its Twilight 
Tuesdays each Tuesday in August. The zoo 
and museum will open at 11 a.m. and the 
last ticket will be sold at 6:30 p.m. to allow 
guests the opportunity to enjoy the animals 
and exhibits in the cooler evening hours. All 
rides, attractions and animal encounters will 
remain open pending weather and animal 
husbandry needs. All guests must exit the 
front gate by 7:30 p.m.

Schedule of events: Aug. 1, Wild Night – 
Dress up as a favorite zoo animal; Aug. 8: 
Book Night – Enjoy readings of treasured 
animal-themed children’s books; Aug. 15: 
Superhero Night – Dress up as a favorite su-
perhero; Aug. 22: Zoo Tour Night – Follow 
a guided tour of the zoo and Mann Museum; 
and Aug. 29: School Spirit and Game Night 
– Dress in a favorite team’s colors and enjoy 
playing festive games.

Regular admission to the Montgomery 
Zoo is $15 for adults (13-64 years), $11 for 
children (3-12 years), and free for toddlers 
(2 years and under). Combination admission 

for the zoo and museum is $20 for adults 
(13-64 years), $15 for children (3-12 years), 
and free for toddlers (2 years and under). 
Discount rates for military and seniors are 
available. 

For more information, visit www.mont-
gomeryzoo.com.

Southern Thunder
Inspired by the Alabama Gang’s influence 

on auto racing, Vulcan Park and Museum 
showcases its latest Linn-Henley Gallery ex-
hibition through December 2018. Southern 
Thunder: The Legacy of Alabama Auto Rac-
ing, presented by the Jefferson County Com-
mission, will showcase hair-raising stories 
and bring to life the impact that auto racing 
in Alabama had on the regional and national 
scenes, according to organizers. The exhibit 
relives this thrilling piece of Alabama his-
tory when driving by the seat of your pants 
wasn’t a figure of speech and explains why 
this legacy is the foundation for auto racing 
in Alabama today.

Daily admission rates: adults, $6; Seniors 
(65 and older) and military, $5; children ages 
5-12, $4; and children 4 years and younger 
are admitted for free.

For more information, visit http://visitvul-
can.com/.

People can observe the Blue Angels, the 
U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, 
practice most Tuesdays and Wednesdays be-
tween March and November at the National 
Naval Aviation Museum viewing area in Pen-
sacola, Florida. Practices typically begin at 
11:30 a.m. and last about an hour. The outside 
viewing area for the Blue Angels practice is 
located on the museum flight line north of the 
museum. Signs are posted to direct visitors to 
viewing and parking locations, including lim-
ited parking for handicapped visitors. 

Open bleacher seating is available for 1,000 
people. Chair service is provided at each prac-

tice session –chairs are available for a fee of 
$3 per chair good for that day’s practice ses-
sion. Concessions and merchandise are also 
available, and there is a 100-percent ID check 
for all visitors 16 years old and over to access 
the museum flight line. Backpacks, daypacks, 
luggage and similar items are not allowed on 
the flight line. Small purses, bags containing 
medications, and diaper bags are allowed, 
but are subject to search by Naval Air Station 
Pensacola Security personnel. 

Cancellations due to weather or mainte-
nance are made at the team’s discretion and 
may not be made until the morning of the 
practice.

For more information, visit http://www.
navalaviationmuseum.org/.

Naval Aviation Museum
Press Release

Public invited to Blue Angels practice
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Religious Services
WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services 
are on Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant 
Service

Main Post Chapel, 
Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions 
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Saturday)

Wings Chapel, 
Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant 
Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Latter-Day Saints
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar Study 
(4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, 
Bldg. 8939
10:15 a.m. CCD 
(except during 
summer months)

BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesday
Crossroads 
Discipleship Study
(Meal/Bible Study)
Wings Chapel, 
6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women 
of the Chapel
Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday
Catholic Women 
of the Chapel
Spiritual Life Center, 9 a.m.

Above the Best Bible Study
Yano Hall, 11 a.m.

1-14th Avn Regt Bible Study
Hanchey AAF, Bldg. 50102N, 
Rm. 101
11:30 a.m.

164th TAOG Bible Study
Cairns AAF, Bldg. 30501, 
11:30 a.m.

Precepts Bible Study
Soldier Service Center, 
12 p.m.

Kingdom Kidz 
& Youth Group 
Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
6 p.m.

Spanish Adult Bible Study 
Spiritual Life Center, 6 p.m.

Thursdays
WOCC Bible Study (1st/3rd 
Thursday)
Swartworth Hall, Bldg. 5302, 
11:30 a.m.

CHEONAN, South Korea — 
More than 200 Cheonan resi-
dents joined 36 American and 
Korean Augmentees to the U.S. 
Army Soldiers from Camp Hum-
phreys to honor the fallen during 
the annual Battle of Cheonan 
Commemoration at Martin Park 
July 8.

The Korea Freedom Federa-
tion Cheonan Chapter hosted the 
event with support from Cheonan 
City. 

The ceremony marked the 67th 
anniversary of the battle, fought 
by American Soldiers of the 34th 
Infantry Regiment, 24th Infan-
try Division and South Korean 
Army Soldiers. During the battle 
July 7-8, 1950, more than 100 
Soldiers died, including the 34th 
Infantry Regiment’s commander, 
Col. Robert R. Martin, for whom 
the park is named.

U.S. Army Garrison Hum-
phreys commander Col. Scott W. 
Mueller and Command Sgt. Maj. 
Willie F. Pearson attended repre-
senting the garrison.

The first speaker Jang, Kyu-
yong, president of the KFF 
Cheonan Chapter, emphasized 
the importance of the Republic 
of Korea-U.S. alliance. 

“As you know, North Korea 
has still not abandoned its goals 
of unifying the peninsula under 
their rule. We are not intimidated 
by North Korean actions, includ-
ing the Cheonan sinking, the 
shelling of Yeon Pyeong Island, 
the fifth nuclear test in Septem-
ber 2016, or the intercontinental 
ballistic missile tests carried out 
on May 14, 21, 27 and 30,” Jang 
said. “In such a tight security 
situation, we must keep the peace 
in Korea through a strong ROK-
US alliance grounded in a sense 
of security.”

The Cheonan vice mayor, So, 
Cheol Mo, reminded everyone to 

remember the fallen and to honor 
those who serve today.

“We will remember the no-
ble sacrifice of nearly 33,000 
American Soldiers who died for 
freedom and peace during the 
Korean War, our respect and 
gratitude for them will last for-
ever,” So said. “I would also like 
to extend my deepest gratitude to 
the U.S. Forces in Korea who de-
vote themselves to maintain the 
security of the Republic of Korea 
even at this moment.” 

Mueller spoke next, noting 
how appropriate the park be 
named for the fallen commander 

of the 34th Infantry Regiment.
“In the United States the Ko-

rean War is often called the for-
gotten war. It is appropriate that 
this place be named Martin Park 
for it honors the memory of those 
brave Soldiers who made the ul-
timate sacrifice during those ear-
ly, desperate days of the Korean 
War. It is right and proper that 
we remember their sacrifices that 
those who fought here know they 
will never be forgotten,” he said. 

Yim, Kyeong-nam, Vice Presi-
dent of KFF Cheonan Chapter 
gave a memorial poetry reading 
next that emphasized the meaning 

of the ceremony. The title of the 
poem was “Between Heaven and 
Earth” by Lee, Byeong-seok.

“Cheonan Samgeori (triple 
way intersection) is a square 
where the big heaven, earth, and 
human meet and commune. 

“In Martin Park, a blessed land 
where eagles and doves huddle 
open hearted and hand in hand, 
we pray in memory of noble 
souls.

“Dedicated to the commemo-
ration of the great and honorable 
victims with the 34th Regiment, 
24th Division who fell glorious 
flowers in Cheonan battles, dur-

ing the Korean civil war for the 
welfare and democracy of the 
world for the freedom and peace 
of this nation.

“God bless the brave Soldiers 
forever and ever in the name of 
all the brothers in Korea and all 
the world over. 

“Thy unselfish love and noble 
sacrifice shall shine brightly in 
the history of human race with 
eternal heavenly blessing!

“Thy love humanity and sub-
limity shall be taken over forever 
glorious warriors, rest in comfort 
in heaven! Peace be with thee in 
the arm of God on the 67th an-
niversary.”

Next, Hwang, Du Hwan, stu-
dent leader of Samgeori Elemen-
tary School next to Martin Park 
read a thank you letter for Mu-
eller and the U.S. Soldiers who 
participated in the ceremony.

“I really appreciate you letting 
us live without a war,” Hwang 
said. “I have noticed that here 
could be a grave of someone, 
even though I walk with friends 
pleasurably on the way to school 
and back. Thanks to the noble 
sacrifice of the Soldiers, we can 
live without any difficulty and 
Korea could develop and be one 
of the good countries.”

John Eimes, an American col-
lege professor who works for 
Sungkyunkwan University in 
Suwon, attended the ceremony 
as a way to honor his father John 
Adam Eimes and Martin. The el-
der Eimes, an Infantryman, was 
wounded in the Korean War and 
later retired from active duty in 
1969. Eimes’s academic advisor, 
Professor Patricia Parker, is the 
granddaughter of Martin. 

“I would like to honor my fa-
ther and my adviser’s granddad,” 
Eimes said.

Following the event, the Hum-
phreys Soldiers visited Indepen-
dence Hall in Cheonan to learn 
about Korean history during Jap-
anese rule on Korean peninsula 
from 1910-1945.

By Yu Pom Tong
U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys
Public Affairs

Soldiers, citizens honor the 
fallen from the Battle of Cheonan

Hwang, Du Hwan, student leader of Samgeori Elementary School next to Martin Park, read a thank you letter the U.S. Soldiers 
who participated in the ceremony. After he finished he presented the letter to U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys commander 
Col. Scott W. Mueller.

Army photo

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.
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1001 Rucker Blvd.
Enterprise, Alabama

Sales: (877) 292-4679
Service: (866) 561-8857

The area’s fastest
growing Chevrolet dealer!

www.ENTERPRISECHEVY.com

To Those Who Serve,
Enterprise Chevrolet Salutes You &
Thanks You With A MILITARY
DISCOUNT!

To Those WWho SeW

1 All sale prices are PLUS taxes, doc fees, and title fees. Not available
with special finance, lease or other offers. Offers expire 7/31/2017.
See dealer for details. ©2017 General Motors.

SUVS&CARS TRUCKS
NEW 2017 TAHOE PREMIE

R

NEW 2017 CORVETTE

GRAND SPORT Z
07 PKG

NEW 2017 SUBURBAN
PREMIER

NEW 2017 IMPALA LT

NEW 2017 SPARK

NEW 2017 CRUZE LT

NEW 2017 SILVERADODOUBLE CAB 4X4

NEW 2017 SILVERADOROCKY RIDGE PKG.

NEW 2017 SILVERADOREGULAR CAB 4X4

NEW 2017 SILVERADO2500 CC 4X4 DURAMAX

NEW 2017 SILVERADOROCKY RIDGE PKG.

NEW 2017 SILVERADO 4X4

MSRP $71,006

REBATE $-1,500

ADD’L DISCOUNT $-4,000
____________________

SALE
1 $65,5061

MSRP $98,736

DISCOUNT $-13,736
___________________

SALE
1 $85,000

MSRP $78,301

REBATE $-1,500

ADD’L DISCOUNT $-7,301
____________________

SALE
1 $69,500

MSRP $34,476

REBATE $-500

ADD’L DISCOUNT $-3,800
____________________

SALE
1 $30,176

MSRP $19,346

REBATE $-500

ADD’L DISCOUNT $-3,046
____________________

SALE
1 $15,800

MSRP $26,886

REBATE $-2,500

ADD’L DISCOUNT $-3,000
____________________

SALE
1 $21,386

SK#-TA3517

SK#-CV3142

SK#-SU3520

SK#-IM3069

SK#-SP3281

SK#-CR3449

SK#-SI3408

SK#-SI3478

SK#-SI3455

SK#-SI3532

SK#-SI3542

SK#-SI3440

MSRP $48,085REBATE $-2,500ADD’L DISCOUNT $-3,000____________________
SALE 1 $42,585

MSRP $65,815REBATE $-5,418ADD’L DISCOUNT $-5,815____________________
SALE 1 $54,582

MSRP $47,295REBATE $-1,500ADD’L DISCOUNT $-7,295____________________
SALE 1 $38,500

MSRP $65,120DISCOUNT $-7,500____________________
SALE 1 $57,620

MSRP $67,010REBATE $-5,518ADD’L DISCOUNT $-5,815____________________
SALE 1 $55,677

MSRP $45,235REBATE $-2,500ADD’L DISCOUNT $-3,500____________________
SALE 1 $39,235
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Healthand Fitness
fun in the sun
Enjoy summer, but remember 
sun safety precautions 

See Page D3

Participation continues to rise for Fort 
Rucker’s Tactical Throwdown challenges 
and, with the announcement of the third 
quarter challenge, Soldiers can begin train-
ing to tackle the next task.

According to Zea Urbiztondo, fitness 
program specialist and challenge orga-
nizer, 27 Soldiers competed in the Tactical 
Throwdown second quarter challenge and 
19 of those Soldiers submitted their scores 
for official consideration, with two Soldiers 
tying for first place in the men’s  division. 

Staff Sgt. Sam Seals and Spc. Matthew 
Vecchione, both of the 1st Battalion, 11th 
Aviation Regiment, C Company, tied for 
first place in the kettlebell and burpee chal-
lenge men’s division with a completion 
time of 5 minutes, 22 seconds. 

Spc. Carrie Douglas, also of the 1st Bn., 
11th Avn. Regt., clenched the women’s di-
vision with a completion time of 8:14.

“By participating in these challenges, 
Soldiers can see where they are in compar-
ison to their fellow Soldiers,” Urbiztondo 
said. “Everyone has their separate fitness 
and health goals, but when challenged 
head-to-head, it forces people to tap into 
their competitive nature and work harder. 

“It is great to see participants get cheered 
on and pushed by their fellow Soldiers, 
building camaraderie among competitors,” 
she added. “Even though these challenges 
can be tense and you have to really focus 
to get through them, the participants have 
fun, as well.

The third quarter challenge, which will 
run Aug. 14-18, is a rowing challenge, Ur-
biztondo said. Competitors will use Con-
cept 2 Rowers to complete a total of 2,500 
meters in the men’s division and 2,000 me-
ters in the women’s division.  The fastest 
completion time wins.

According to Urbiztondo, each chal-
lenge is designed to challenge competitors 
in unique ways.

“The first quarter pull-up challenge was 
based solely on muscular strength, so I 
wanted the second quarter challenge to fo-
cus on muscular power and endurance,” she 
said. “Both exercises are movements that 
most people are familiar with, and when 
combined together, comprise a workout 
that is guaranteed to challenge any person, 
regardless of their fitness level.

“Kettlebell swings and burpees are a 
great way to quickly get your heart rate and 
body moving,” she added. “They require 
a higher level of functionality and body 
awareness, and will really make you grit 

your teeth as you power through the work-
out.”

Tactical Throwdown challenges will 
continue quarterly until the end of the year, 
when a final competition will be held.

“Each new challenge will be announced 
soon after the previous one ends, so that the 
elements of each competition will be un-
known to everyone until a few weeks be-
fore the scoring period begins,” Urbiztondo 
said.  “Since each quarter’s challenge rules 
are not posted until the previous one ends, 
it only gives the participants a few weeks to 
prepare for the new challenge. Since health 
and fitness should be an ongoing mission, 
maintaining a daily fitness routine that 
works on muscular strength, power and en-

durance will be the best way to prepare for 
any fitness challenge. 

“The challenges are not overly complex, 
but each one is meant to tax you in some 
way,” she added. “Those who incorporate 
functional movements into their fitness 
programs will benefit best because of the 
multi-linear, multi-planar movements the 
challenges embrace.”

According to Urbiztondo, repeat par-
ticipants should expect to be increasingly 
challenged in future Tactical Throwdown 
competitions.

“I wanted these challenges to get pro-
gressively more difficult throughout the 
year, culminating in a final ‘throwdown’ 
that will include a lot of elements of tactical 
and functional fitness,” she said. “I chose 
movements and exercises that build in in-
tensity, as well as exercises that should be 
fundamental for them as tactical athletes, 
but will still challenge their fitness capa-
bilities by testing their muscular strength, 
power and stamina. 

“Competition is always a good way 
to push yourself because it forces you to 
have to go to that mindset when you start 
hitting a wall,” she added. “It gives them 
something to train for and by having a goal 
to work toward, you are able to push your 
abilities and really see what you are made 
of.”

Urbiztondo added that these challenges 
factor into the Performance Triad by giving 
participants fitness goals to work toward. 

“In order to be ready and in the right 
state of mind to perform well, you need 
to ensure you take care of your body at all 
times – not just in the gym,” she said. 

According to Urbiztondo, winners of 
each challenge will be highlighted in the 
Fort Rucker PFC on an engraved plaque 
along with additional certificates and 
awards.

For more information, call 255-2997.

Staff Sgt. Sam Seals, right, and Spc. Matthew Vecchione, both of C Co., 1-11th Avn. Regt., compete in the sec-
ond quarter Tactical Throwdown challenge.  The two tied for first place in the men’s division with a completion 
time of 5 minutes 22 seconds.

Courtesy photo

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

TACTICAL THROWDOWN
Soldiers tie for 1st place in 2nd quarter challenge

SILVER SPRING, Md. — A program that keeps the 
Military Health System on the leading edge of medical 
innovation, and benefits more than 128,000 patients in 
the system, will continue. 

The Secretary of Defense has renewed the Non-FDA 
Approved Laboratory Developed Tests Demonstration 
Project begun in September 2014.

“These tests are developed within a lab, usually for 
sole use within that lab,” said Dr. Jim Black, medical 
director for the Defense Health Agency. The Food and 
Drug Administration has discretion in its oversight role 
in approving lab-developed tests, allowing some to be 
used without going through the agency’s formal ap-
proval process.

Hospitals and labs, including those run by the mili-
tary, can create and use these tests without seeking the 
FDA’s approval. The Military Health System uses the 
Laboratory Joint Working Group, a body of clinical and 
lab experts from all of the military services, to priori-
tize and review a test. The criteria of that evaluation 
are based on a hierarchy of reliable evidence of proven 
medical effectiveness (such as scientifically valid data 
and information published in refereed medical and sci-
entific literature), as well as TRICARE’s rules involv-
ing rare diseases. 

The group then forwards its recommendation to the 
director of the Defense Health Agency for final ap-
proval for use. The sticking point came in care given 
outside of military treatment facilities for TRICARE’s 
beneficiaries. TRICARE requires that all tests it covers 
meet FDA approval, automatically eliminating many 
lab-developed tests from even being considered.

“As the whole field of genomic medicine and genetic 
testing has grown, the difficulty TRICARE faced was 
that these tests were increasingly being used in the 
practice of medicine,” said Black. “But without FDA 
approval and clearance, TRICARE could not cover 
them.”

The demonstration allows TRICARE to evaluate these 
tests for safety and value, and approve their use. More 
than 100 tests have been given the green light. Those 
include tests for diagnosing cancers, as well as blood or 
clotting disorders, genetic diseases or syndromes, and 
neurological conditions. Some tests are only for specific 
conditions or rare diseases.

Military hospitals already have their own lab-devel-
oped tests. The tests are similar to, but not exactly the 
same as, those covered under this TRICARE demon-
stration program. Lt. Col. George Leonard, a patholo-
gist in charge of medical oversight for the laboratory 
at Madigan Army Medical Center at Joint Base Lew-
is-McChord, Washington, said they have several tests 
that help them respond more quickly when treating pa-

tients.
“For example, we developed an assay for Bordetella 

pertussis, better known as whooping cough,” said Leon-
ard. “This allowed us to diagnose Bordetella pertussis 
within hours, instead of culture testing, which takes 
days. If you have something that is potentially very con-
tagious and you can’t give a diagnosis until days later, 
you’ve really gotten yourself behind the curve when it 
comes to preventive medicine or epidemiologic control 
of that organism.”

Leonard pointed out that while a patient is being di-
agnosed over a number of days, disease could spread to 
a larger community. If caution dictated, everyone who 
may have come in contact with a patient being tested 
would be quarantined for several days under the old test. 
That’s a tremendous amount of lost work and produc-
tivity if the test came back negative. The lab-developed 
tests also help avoid misdiagnosing a disease.

“Bordetella parapertussis (a closely related to but a 
distinct species from Bordetella pertussis) might present 
almost the same clinically,” he said. “While culture may 
only detect pertussis, our assay can tell us if a patient 
has a related disorder so we can treat them correctly.”

Leonard also wanted to dispel any perception that 
these lab-developed tests, while not FDA-approved, are 
not up to par. “We apply the same rigorous standards 
for accuracy and validity for lab-developed tests as the 
FDA approved ones. Our tests give accurate and repro-
ducible results,” he said.

Black said these types of testing, under the demon-
stration project and in use at military facilities, are just 
one more tool the Military Health System uses to keep 
up with the rapid pace of innovation in health care.

“The demonstration allowed us to develop a process 
to evaluate these tests for safety and efficacy,” said 
Black. “Using lab-developed tests, we’ve made great 
strides in care.”

innovation
Military Health System
Communications Office
Staff Report

Air Force Staff Sgt. Mari Crespo, a medical laboratory technician, 
conducts tests on a blood bank unit at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, 
Virginia, June 26. A program that allows lab developed tests for 
purchased care for TRICARE beneficiaries has been renewed. 

Photo by Air Force Staff Sgt. Teresa J. Cleveland

SILVER SPRING, Md. — Patients who use military 
hospitals and clinics will find it easier to see how their 
facility is performing thanks to recent changes by the 
Military Health System to its transparency website.

The MHS has put military hospital and clinic quality, 
safety and patient satisfaction information online for 
years, but not always in ways that could be easily found 
or understood. The recent changes to the site are a good 
first step to fixing that problem, said Dr. Jill Sterling, 
co-chair of the MHS Transparency Initiative Group.

“We put all of our public data on health.mil after the 
Secretary of Defense review in 2014, and added ad-
ditional measures when Congress passed the Fiscal 
Year 2016 National Defense Authorization Act,” said 
Sterling. “Making so much information public from 
so many sources as fast as we did meant there wasn’t 
much time to design with the user in mind. The site 
wasn’t very easy to use.”

The website improvements include the following.
Each military hospital and clinic now has a land-•	
ing page where patients can see all the data in one 
place. In the past, patients had to download multiple 
spreadsheets and search for their facility.
Users can find a U.S. hospital or clinic by ZIP code •	
search. Users can find any hospital or clinic that 
reports data, including those overseas, through a 
name search.
Users can compare up to three nearby hospitals or •	
clinics on one custom report.
MHS data managers now have a flexible system •	
that lets them update performance measures. They 
can also add new measures and remove old ones 
that are no longer used. In the past, adding a new 
measure could take months. Now MHS can make 
most changes in days or weeks.

“We think the improvements we just made are a good 
step forward. However, it is just one step forward. We 
still have work to do, and we’re looking for feedback 
from users to improve how we share that data,” said 
Sterling.

The new site includes a random sample survey of 
users to help the MHS get feedback from patients. The 
site also includes a way for users to send feedback by 
email. MHS plans to have volunteers perform user test-
ing at several military hospitals and clinics. This will 
ensure patients have a say in future improvements.

Users can visit the site by going to https://health.mil/ 
and clicking the link to the MHS Transparency pages. 
Individual military hospital and clinic websites will 
also link to the transparency site from their sites.

MHS launches 
transparency 
website

Joint working group keeps military medicine on cutting-edge

Military Health System
Communications Office Staff Report
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Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.



It’s summer time and for many that 
means getting in plenty of fun in the heat 
and the sun.

It also means it’s time to revisit smart 
practices to protect you, your family and 
especially your children from exposure to 
the sun and its ultraviolet rays. 

This is important because a sunburn now 
increases your risk – and your children’s 
risk – for skin cancer later in life. 

Let’s start by reviewing some of the risk 
factors for skin cancer. Although anyone of 
any skin color has some risk for skin cancer, 
some individuals are at much higher risk. If 
you have a lighter natural skin color, a fam-
ily history of skin cancer, or a personal his-
tory of skin cancer, you are in this category. 
The same is true if your skin burns, freckles 
or turns red easily in the sun. 

There’s more. If you have blue or green 
eyes, blond or red hair, or a lot of moles, 
you need to be careful in the sun. 

Be wary of sunburns, especially with 
your children. Like to do your tanning in-
doors? Indoor tanning is not such a good 
thing either.

The more time you have spent out in the 
sun in your lifetime also increases risk. 

The culprit in skin cancer is UV rays. 
When UV rays reach the skin’s inner layer, 
the skins response to UV rays is to produce 
more melanin, the pigment that colors the 
skin. Melanin moves toward the outer lay-
ers of the skin, giving you a tan. 

A tan, however, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, is not 
the glow of good health but a response to 
skin injury. 

So, you’re thinking, I need to keep my 
family indoors, but how can I grill on the 
barbeque indoors? 

You can’t, but here are some precautions 
and good practices to consider. 

Wear broad spectrum sunscreen or pro-
tective clothing, and better yet wear both. 

Put on broad spectrum sunscreen with at 

least SPF 15; a rating higher than SPF 15 is 
better (SPF stands for Sun Protective Fac-
tor). SPF ratings can go up to 100 and the 
higher the number the better you are pro-
tected. Exposed skin needs more sunscreen 
than skin under a shirt. Sunscreen works 
best when combined with other options – 
such as clothing – to prevent UV damage. 
Read and follow the directions on the sun-
screen product. 

If possible, wear long-sleeved shirts and 
long pants. Some clothing has ratings or 
information on its UV protective factors. 
Clothes made from tightly woven fabric 
offer the best protection. 

If long sleeves and pants are not practi-
cal, say you’re at the beach, wear a T-shirt 
or a beach cover-up. A typical T-shirt has 
an SPF rating lower than 15, so use other 
types of protection as well. 

Do you wear a hat? You don’t have to 
look like Don Draper wearing a fedora, 
but you should wear a hat with a brim that 
shades your face, ears, and the back of your 
neck. 

If you wear a baseball cap, protect your 
ears and the back of your neck by wearing 
clothing that covers those areas or using 
the broad spectrum sunscreen (SPF 15 or 
higher).

Soldiers are issued protective eyewear 
for a reason. You need protective eyewear, 

too. Sunglasses protect your eyes from UV 
rays and reduce the risk of cataracts. Make 
sure sunglasses block both UVA and UVB 
rays. Wrap-around sunglasses work best 
because they block UV rays from the side. 
They also look cool. 

Take advantage of shade if you can. Set 
up the barbeque grill and lawn chairs under 
a tree or canopy. 

What about your children? 
The rules that apply to you also apply to 

them. But there’s a catch. They are young 
and just starting their lifetime of exposure 
to UV rays. 

Children need the same sunscreen pro-
tection and protective clothing as you do. 
Wearing hats may not be making a come-
back as a fashion accessory, but it’s never 
too early to start getting in the habit of 
wearing clothing that provides protection 
from the sun. 

And children like to look cool, so get 
them sunglasses. Make sure they also have 
UVA and UVB ratings to protect their 
eyes. 

Hopefully, you already have good sun 
protection practices. Remember, if you 
sunburn easily and don’t get much of a tan, 
extra precaution is needed. 

So enjoy the summer, but be mindful of 
your and your family’s risk and exposure 
to the sun.

Ticks may be small, but they 
can spread damaging illnesses 
through one bite. 

Knowing what to look out for 
and how to prevent tick-borne ill-
nesses can help service members 
and their families enjoy the out-
doors all year-round.

“Ticks bite people any time of 
the year, but they really respond 
to weather,” said Ellen Stromdahl, 
an entomologist at the Army Pub-
lic Health Center.

The Army Public Health Center 
tests about 3,000 ticks a year for 
disease-causing pathogens. Taken 
off service members, retirees and 
civilians, the ticks come from 
about 100 different military instal-
lations, Stromdahl said.

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
infections from ticks are increas-
ing. They carry different diseases 
and can be found in various parts 
of the country depending on their 
species, said Stromdahl. Of all the 
tick-borne illnesses in the United 
States, one of the least-known vi-

ruses is also one of the most dan-
gerous: Powassan virus.

With only 68 cases reported in 
the United States between 2006 
and 2015, Powassan is rare, but 
the number of reported cases has 
increased in recent years, accord-
ing to the CDC. The virus shows 
no signs at first, but symptoms 

begin anywhere from one week to 
a month after a bite from a black-
legged tick. These symptoms in-
clude seizures, weakness, head-
aches, fever, coordination loss, 
and speech issues. Most reported 
cases of Powassan have been in 
the Northeast and the Great Lakes 
region.

“The fatality rate is about 10 
percent,” said Stromdahl, “and 
Powassan can have long-lasting 
consequences even if you survive. 
However, some people infected 
with the virus are asymptomatic.” 

She added there’s no specific 
treatment or cure available.

In severe cases, hospitalization 
can be required because of inflam-
mation in the brain. About one-
half of those who survive have 
permanent neurological damage, 
such as memory problems or 
headaches.

One of the most commonly re-
ported tick-borne diseases in the 
United States is Lyme disease. 
About 20 to 30 percent of black-
legged ticks are infected with the 
pathogen that causes Lyme, said 
Stromdahl. In 2015, more than 
28,000 confirmed cases were 
reported in the United States. 
Thousands of cases among ser-
vice members and other Military 
Health System beneficiaries have 
been reported over the last de-
cade.

Early symptoms of Lyme can 
seem flu-like, including fever, 
chills, fatigue, headache, aches 
and swollen lymph nodes. A char-

acteristic sign of Lyme is a bull’s-
eye rash around the tick bite, but 
up to 20 percent of patients may 
not develop, or do not recall, a 
rash.

“It’s a preventable disease and, 
if left untreated, it can have some 
pretty serious consequences,” said 
Air Force Col. Carol Fisher, chief 
of Defense Health Agency Pub-
lic Health Division. Symptoms 
can worsen days to months after 
getting bitten by an infected tick. 
These signs can include joint pain 
and swelling, nerve pain, head-
aches and neck stiffness, and fa-
tigue. Patients can also experience 
other rashes, heart palpitations, 
difficulty walking, and problems 
with short-term memory.

People can help protect them-
selves against ticks by avoiding 
wooded areas and areas with high 
grass, using a tick repellent on 
skin and clothing, and checking 
for ticks after being outside, said 
Fisher. Checking household pets 
can also help.

“It’s great to be outdoors and ac-
tive, but we also need to be mind-
ful of the risks ticks can bring to 
us,” said Stromdahl, echoing Fish-
er’s warning. 
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Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Golf gear demo day 

Silver Wings Golf Course will host its Cal-
laway Demo Day Aug. 5 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the driving range. Attendees will be able to 
experience the latest and greatest in golf club 
equipment, according to organizers. Golfers will 
be able to test out the performance of the latest 
golf equipment offerings from major manufac-
turers. The event is open to the public and non-
members. 

For more information, call 255-0089.

Tactical Throwdown 
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will 

host its Tactical Throwdown third quarter chal-
lenge Aug. 14-18. For the third quarter, there will 
be a rowing challenge. Participation in the chal-
lenge is free and open to all Fort Rucker active-
duty Soldiers. Official attempts will be conducted 
during posted dates and times, or by appointment 
with the functional fitness specialist, according 
to organizers. Official rules will be posted after 
the previous quarter’s challenge has been com-
pleted. 

For more information and a complete listing of 
challenge rules, call 255-2296.

Fort Rucker Color Run
The Fort Rucker Color Run is scheduled for 

Aug. 26 at the festival fields. Participants are en-
couraged to pre-register – forms are available at 
either physical fitness center or MWR Central. 
Race start times will be at 8 a.m., 8:15 a.m. and 
8:30 a.m., according to bib numbers. 

For more information, including costs for the 
run, call 255-2296.

Ready, Set, Run! registration
Fort Rucker Youth Sports and Fitness contin-

ues registration for its Ready, Set, Run! Program 
through Monday. The program provides an oppor-
tunity for youth to spend time with friends chatting 
and exercising and taking part in a national pro-
gram featured on Facebook, YouTube and Twitter. 
The program focuses on character-development 
and physical training for a 5k run, according to 
organizers. The program equips youth with the 
physical training and goal-setting mentality need-
ed to accomplish their running goals. Issues like 
enhancing confidence and self-esteem, respecting 
authority, dealing with peer pressure and fueling 
their bodies through proper nutrition are covered 
during the 12-week session. Youth will participate 

in three runs throughout the program. Cost is $45 
for the season that runs Aug. 7 to Oct. 28. All of the 
runs will be on Fort Rucker. 

For more information, call 255-2254 or 255-
2257.

Fort Rucker Hunting Incentive Program
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation offers a hunt-

ing incentive program to help control the coyote 
and feral pig population on post. The program is 
targeted to controlling these invasive species. The 
hunting runs through Aug. 31. The first five reg-
istered hunters who kill five coyotes or 20 hogs 
and turn them in will be given a doe tag for deer 
season. In order to get credit for the kill and have 
it count towards the incentive, hunters must be 
signed into Hunt-Trac, so their location is known 
and can be verified. Hunters will be allowed to 
email pictures in after hours to outdoor recreation 
with the hunter and the harvest killed in front of 
one of the weigh stations. Hunters on post are re-
quired to have an Alabama State Hunting Permit, a 
post hunting permit and must have completed the 
hunters’ education course. Hunting on Fort Rucker 
is open to the public. 

For additional information on how to participate, 

including the email addresses for emailing the 
photos, call 255-4305.

Youth football, cheerleading, soccer 
registration

Registration for youth football, cheerlead-
ing and soccer runs through Monday. Practices 
will begin Wednesday. A parents meeting will be 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the youth center, Bldg. 2800. 
Age groups for football are 9-10 and 11-12 – cost 
is $65 per child. Age groups for cheerleading are 
8-9 and 10-11 – cost is $45 per child. Two mascots 
for each age group, ages 4-5 and ages 6-7 – cost 
is $25 per child. Soccer practices will begin Aug. 
7 – cost is $25 for ages 4-5 and $45 for ages 6-13. 
Evaluations will be held Aug. 7 for ages 8 and up, 
if necessary, at the youth Center. There will be a 
parent’s meeting will be Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the 
youth center. To register, children must be a child 
and youth services member and have a current 
sports physical. 

Also, prospective coaches are needed. Those 
who are interested in coaching can call 255-0950 
or 255-2254 for more information.

For more information, call 255-2257 or 225-
9638.
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Graphic by Robert K. Lanier

Small critters, big consequences: 
Be mindful of tick-borne diseases

Summer is a good time to have some fun in the 
sun, but remember to protect yourself and your 
children. 

Photo by Ronald. W. Wolf

Military Health System
Communications Office
Staff Report

Enjoy summer, but remember sun safety precautions
By Ronald W. Wolf
Army Medicine
Public Affairs
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WE
BUY
CARS

2016 Cadillac ATS Standard
$24,992

2017 Ford Escape SE
$21,995

2013 Acura TSX
$15,992

2017 Nissan Frontier S
$24,992

2016 Chrysler 300C
$21,995

2013 Honda Accord Sedan EX
$15,992

2013 Buick Enclave Leather
$24,992

2016 Mazda Mazda3 Touring
$21,992

2015 Chevrolet Trax LS
$15,992

2017 Nissan Fontier S
$24,992

2014 Chevrolet Impala LT
$21,992

2014 Hyundai Tucson GLS
$15,595

2016 Dodge Charger R/T
$24,991

2016 Buick LaCrosse Leather
$21,992

2016 Chevrolet Malibu Limited LT
$15,595

2017 Jeep Cherokee Limited
$23,994

2014 Honda Accord LX
$16,553

2014 Toyota Camry LE
$15,994

2014 Buick Enclave Convenience
$23,991

2017 Nissan Sentra SV
$15,995

2014 Buick Verano Conv. Group
$15,492

2017 Kia Sedona LX
$22,995

2016 Mazda Mazda3 i Sport
$15,995

2015 Kia Optima LX
$14,995

2016 Ford Taurus Limited
$22,993

2014 Kia Optima Hybrid LX
$15,995

2016 Kia Soul +
$14,995

2007 Ford Super Duty F-250
$22,993

2016 Nissan Altima 2.5 S
$15,994

2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S
$14,994

2016 GMC Sierra 1500
$22,993

2017 Nissan Sentra SV
$15,994

2014 Hyundai Sonata GLS
$13,995

2016 Jeep Renegade Trailhawk
$22,593

2016 Chevrolet Impala LT
(fleet only) $15,994

2016 Toyota Corolla L
$13,994

2017 Kia Sedona LX
$21,995

2015 Chevrolet Malibu LT
$15,993

2014 Toyota Corolla LE
$13,994

Plus tax and tag on all vehicles.
Hablamos Espanol!
!

DOTHAN SOUTH
2067 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE SOUTH

DOTHAN, AL 36301
877-542-1722

ENTERPRISE
1501 E PARK AVENUE

ENTERPRISE, AL 36330
855-604-6551

SEE THE COMPLETE INVENTORY AT OutletAuto.com

NO OBLIGATION
APPRAISAL

WE’RE BUYING CARS!
We Will Buy Your Vehicle, Or You
Can Trade It In For Top Dollar!

WE’RE BUYING THEM ALL!
ALL YEARS! ALL MODELS!
WE WILL NOT BE OUTBID!

OVER
300

VEHICLES
NOW 3 LOCATIONS
• NORTH DOTHAN
• SOUTH DOTHAN
• ENTERPRISE

���� ��� ��� ������ ����� ������� ������� ���� ���� � �������� �������� ��������� �� ���� �������
Joe Is The Manager Of The Outlet Rental Car Sales North Dothan Location.

2007 Ford Super Duty
F-250 Harley-Davidson

SAVE THOUSANDS OFF ORIGINAL MSRP!

NOW $21,990
DOTHAN SOUTH LOCATION

2014 Dodge
Challenger R/T

SAVE THOUSANDS OFF ORIGINAL MSRP!

NOW $23,993
ENTERPRISE LOCATION

2016 Ford
Expedition EL XLT
Original MSRP $48,145

NOW $35,700
DOTHAN NORTH LOCATION

DOTHAN NORTH
3837 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE NORTH

DOTHAN, AL 36301
855-604-6551

Auto, Low Miles!
Stock #1125500L

2016 HYUNDAI ACCENT
$179 Down & $179 Per Mo.

2013 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$179 Down & $179 Per Mo.

2015 FORD FOCUS
$179 Down & $179 Per Mo.

YOUR CHOICE!
$179

DOWN
$179
PER MO.

&

2016 FORD FIESTA
$179

DOWN
$179

PER MO.&

OPEN THIS SUNDAY
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM
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