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Fort Rucker will let freedom 
ring Friday with music, food, 
entertainment, fireworks and 
more during Freedom Fest at the 
post festival fields.

Shane Owens, country music 
artist, is a late addition to what is 
annually one of the largest cel-
ebrations in the area, according 
to Katie Oskey, Fort Rucker Di-
rectorate of Family, and Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation recre-
ation delivery system program 
manager.

This year’s event will run 
from 4-10 p.m. and feature live 
music, food vendors and activi-
ties for family members to enjoy 
– from static displays to rides for 
children, she said.

“This is a great event to bring 
your family to,” she said. “There 
are a lot of different food ven-
dors out there, activities for the 
kids, and it’s a safe, fun environ-
ment for everyone to enjoy.”

“It’s a wonderful opportunity 
to show your support for Fort 
Rucker,” added Janice Erdlitz, 
Directorate of Family, Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation market-
ing director. “Freedom Fest is a 
celebration for our entire com-
munity. When we look around 
at our neighbors across the 
Wiregrass, we look forward to 
this day when we invite every-
one out to celebrate our nation’s 

independence with us at Fort 
Rucker. “

The celebration is open to the 
public and people are invited to 
enjoy the festivities that will in-
clude a Kids Zone for children, 
complete with inflatables and 
rides, said Oskey. Armbands for 
the Kids Zone can be purchased 
for $10 with each additional 
band costing $8, which includes 
unlimited rides and inflatable 
access.

In addition to the Kids Zone, 
the Warrant Officer Career Col-
lege obstacle course will return, 
giving children the chance to test 
their mettle as they climb, jump 
and swing through the course.

The official opening remarks 
will begin at 7 p.m. followed by 
live performances from the U.S. 

Army Maneuver Center of Ex-
cellence rock band out of Fort 
Benning, Georgia, as well as the 
Fort Rucker detachment’s rock 
band, Crossfire, said Staff Sgt. 
William Peters, NCO in charge 
and drummer for Crossfire.

There will also be a special 
guest performance by country 
music artist, Shane Owens, who 
will perform a patriotic tribute, 
as well as performances by the 
Enterprise State Community 
College Entertainers.

The band and musical guests 
will perform from 7-9 p.m. and 
feature music from different 
genres, including rock, funk and 
a bit of country, said Peters, dur-
ing a show that promises keep 
people moving in their seats.

“We’re just looking to put on 
a good performance, especially 
since it’s the 4th of July and 
we’ll be celebrating our Inde-
pendence Day,” said the NCOIC. 
“Our goal is to put on something 
that everyone can appreciate as 
we celebrate the holiday.”

Following the performances, 
the Fort Rucker skies will ignite 
in a colorful display of one of 
the largest fireworks shows in 
the area to the sounds of patri-
otic music.

People must have a valid ID 
and visitor’s pass to access the 
installation, which can be ob-
tained from one of two visitor 
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A portion of the fireworks show at last year’s Freedom Fest.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

CELEBRATING FREEDOM
Freedom Fest adds country star to performer lineup

SEE FREEDOM, PAGE A7

As rain fell over the Soldiers in formation, 
the 1st Battalion, 14th Aviation Regiment wel-
comed a new commander during a ceremony 
on Howze Field June 22.

Lt. Col. Michael S. Johnson assumed com-
mand of the battalion from Lt. Col. Jeffrey S. 
Dahlgren as the unit colors changed hands from 
the outgoing commander to the incoming.

Col. Kelly E. Hines, 110th Aviation Brigade 
commander, presided over the ceremony and 
expressed his gratitude to Dahlgren for his ser-
vice and leadership as he bid farewell, and then 
welcomed the new command team.

“When [Dahlgren] took over [this battalion], 
Apache training is what we called ‘in the red’ 
with a very significant backlog or rebuttal,” said 
the brigade commander. “His dynamic leader-
ship resulted from classes going from deep in 
the red to largely green, and his Soldiers have 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

1-14th Avn. Regt. 
‘Tomahawks’
welcomes new 
commander

SEE 1-14TH AVN. REGT., PAGE A7
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Col. Kelly E. Hines, 110th Avn. Bde. commander, passes 
the unit colors to Lt. Col. Michael S. Johnson, 1-14th Avn. 
Regt. commander, as he assumes command of the bat-
talion from Lt. Col. Jeffrey S. Dahlgren during a ceremony 
on Howze Field June 22. 

After almost four decades of service 
to the nation, one veteran joined the 
ranks of some the Army’s most storied 
Aviators with his induction into one of 
Aviation’s most prestigious societies.

Retired CW5 Rufus N. Montgom-
ery Sr. was inducted into the Order of 
the Eagle Rising Society becoming 
the 20th member during a ceremony 
at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum 
Monday.

“This morning we are privileged to 
recognize [Montgomery] as the newest 
member of the Eagle Rising Society,” 
said Col. Garry L. Thompson, U.S. 
Army Warrant Officer Career College 
commandant, during the ceremony. 
“Today, we add Mr. Montgomery’s 37 
years of dedicated service, not to men-
tion his continued loyalty and contri-
bution to the warrant officer cohort 
and the surrounding community.

“It’s now your time to take your 
rightful place as only one of 20 Amer-
icans to have received the Order of the 
Eagle Rising,” he said. “In you we find 
a sterling example to be emulated, and 
a reminder of the selfless service that 
can live within us all.”

Montgomery said he was humbled 
to be inducted into the society, and 
only ever wished to serve his country 
and create an environment for others 
to succeed.

“Today, I have an honor given to 
only a few select Soldiers – induc-
tion into the Order of the Eagle Rising 
Society. I accept this honor with grati-
tude, humility and much respect,” he 
said. “I chose not to do what the Army 
wanted me to do or go where the road 
led me. Instead, I did what the Army 
wanted me to do, but went a little bit 

further to do more.
“[I chose] to be loyal to my superi-

ors and my subordinates,” he contin-
ued. “[I chose] to go beyond the road 
and do more, and create a new road 
that my fellow Soldiers and civilians 
could follow and be successful. I’m a 
very happy man today. Thank you all 
very much.”

Montgomery enlisted into the Army 
in 1965 during a time when it wasn’t 
popular to be a Soldier, but neverthe-
less took his place as a combat infan-
tryman (paratrooper) and later as a 
cook with C Company, 1st Battalion, 
503rd Airborne Infantry, 173rd Air-
borne Brigade in Bien Hoa, Vietnam, 
during his first tour of duty.

“I had an opportunity to briefly see 
what was in Rufus’ background, and I 
think the part that stood out the most 
was the fact that he entered the Army 

in 1965,” said retired Air Force Lt. 
Col. Dana Atkins, Military Officers 
Association of America president 
and chief executive officer, and guest 
speaker for the event. “This was on 
the cusp of the Vietnam War. It was 
when (many in) our nation hated the 
military. When our service members 
came back and literally had apples, or-
anges, rotten grapes, tomatoes, eggs, 
whatever, were thrown [at them], but 
yet he elected to give service to his na-
tion, even under that environment.

“He elected to stay 37 more years to 
serve his nation in a way that no others 
have done before him,” he continued. 
“Rufus, I can’t tell you how much I 
appreciate this opportunity to now 
know you personally – know what 
you’ve done and know what you’ve 
contributed to the Army through 
leadership.”

EAGLE RISING
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Retired Air Force Lt. Col. Dana Atkins, Military Officers Association of America president and chief 
executive officer, and Col. Garry L. Thompson (right), U.S. Army Warrant Officer Career College 
commandant, induct retired CW5 Rufus N. Montgomery Sr. into the Order of the Eagle Rising 
Society during a ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum Monday.

Society inducts retired CW5 into ranks

COURTESY PHOTO

Shane Owens, country music artist, will 
perform at Freedom Fest Friday.



New Soldiers to Fort Rucker have been 
eligible to use this service since April, but 
now the entire Army will be relying on a 
new office at Fort Knox to process their 
claims for personal property losses incident 
to government service – the Center for Per-
sonnel Claims Support.  

These claims are known as person-
nel claims, and include claims for loss or 
damage to household goods and privately 
owned vehicles during PCS shipment, or 
while stored at government expense.  

Personnel claims also include loss or 
damage to Soldiers’ personal property lo-
cated in government quarters or other au-
thorized locations, caused by events such 
as storms, floods or power outages. Army 
civilian employees also are eligible to file 
personnel claims under certain circum-
stances.  

The new CPCS will be fully operational 
Wednesday, and will process all claims of 
Soldiers and employees in CONUS, Alas-
ka, Hawaii and Puerto Rico.  Soldiers filing 
claims OCONUS will file their claims on-
line as outlined below, but instead of con-
tacting the CPCS, they will contact their lo-
cal legal office for assistance in processing 
their claims.  

How does this affect CONUS Soldiers, 
family members and employees filing 
claims? In the case of household goods 
damaged or lost during a PCS move, De-
partment of Defense personnel still must 
file their claims directly with their transpor-
tation service provider under the Full Re-
placement Value program.  The pink form 
(DD Form 1840/1840R, entitled “Joint 
Statement of Loss or Damage at Delivery/
Notice of Loss and/or Damage”) will con-
tinue to be submitted within 75 days from 
the date of delivery directly to your TSP. 
Remember that submitting the Notice of 
Loss or Damage form does not mean that 
a claim has been filed.  In order to get full 

replacement value for their loss, Soldiers 
and employees must file a complete claim 
with the TSP that includes detailed infor-
mation on damaged items such as the origi-
nal purchase price, repair estimates and 
replacement costs within nine months from 
the date of delivery.  That mandatory part of 
the claims process will not change after the 
CPCS stands up.

But if the TSP does not act on the claim 
or is unable to reach a reasonable settlement 
with the claimant, the Soldier or employee 
no longer will file the unsettled claim with 
their local staff judge advocate or legal of-
fice. 

Under the new process, Soldiers and em-
ployees will file those claims on-line and 
electronically submit required documents 
to the CPCS using an upgraded program 
called PCLAIMS Plus. As personnel com-
plete their claims on-line, they can obtain 
customer service support over the web or 
directly from CPCS personnel by phone or 
email. Not only will the on-line filing sys-
tem accelerate claims processing, but it will 
allow for quicker payment.  

Access to the online claims portal re-
quires CAC access or other means of au-
thentication for recently retired or separat-
ed personnel. Those without a CAC should 

call the CPCS at the number listed below 
for help in submitting their claim.  

All CONUS personnel will be able to file 
a claim electronically with the CPCS be-
ginning Wednesday.  On that date, you go 
to http://www.JAGCNet.army.mil/Pclaims 
to find more information on how to file a 
claim (to include the trifold on the “ABCs 
of Claims”), or call the center at 1-502-626-
3000 or DSN 536-3000 with questions.  You 
also can contact CPCS by email at usarmy.
knox.hqda-otjag.mbx.cpcs@mail.mil.   

For general information, the Fort Rucker 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate will 
continue to assist you.  
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Perspective

James Ivery, 
retired military

“If they have children [and 
they’re swimming], please 
watch them when they’re in the 
pool.”

“If folks are driving over the 
holiday weekend, they can stay 
safe if they turn their cell phones 
off completely, or remove them 
to the back of the car.”

“They can stay safe by staying 
aware of what’s around them. 
Keep your eyes on the kids and 
make sure they’re not close to any 
fires or matches or anything like 
that.”

“Well obviously don’t drink and 
drive, and keep [the phones] out 
of your hand [while driving].”

John Parker, 
retired military

Zinda Wells, 
civilian

Angie Murphy, 
retired military

“Drink a lot of water [if you’re 
outside], be aware of your 
surroundings and assist others 
when possible.”

Sgt. Khadijah Timpson, 
NCO Academy

By Army Public Affairs
and Capt. Daniel W. Hancock
Chief of Client Services,
Fort Rucker Office of the Staff Judge 
Advocate

Army transitions to consolidated claims center

Freedom Fest is Friday from 4-10 p.m. on 
the Festival Fields where Fort Rucker will 
celebrate the nation’s Independence Day 

with food, fun and live music. What are ways 
people can make sure to stay safe during their 

Independence Day celebrations?”
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from that source until the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or photographs by 
contacting the Army Flier, Public Affairs Office, 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 
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normally transferable.
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A moving truck is unloaded as a family moves into their new home. The Army’s new Center for Personnel Claims Support office will help expedite claims for 
property damaged during such moves.

“



WASHINGTON – The Army and Navy 
are increasingly incorporating laser weap-
ons on a limited number of platforms and 
training exercises, according to Matthew 
Ketner, branch chief of the High Energy 
Laser Controls and Integration Directorate 
at the Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahl-
gren Division, Virginia.

Ketner spoke on these emerging laser 
technologies spoke last month during Lab 
Day at the Pentagon.

For its part, the Navy placed a 30-kilo-
watt laser onboard the USS Ponce, an am-
phibious transport dock ship, in 2014. The 
laser has been tested extensively and is au-
thorized for defensive use.

The Army, meanwhile, is testing lasers to 
bring down unmanned aircraft systems, ac-
cording to Ketner.

In one training instance, a 10-kilowatt 
laser was placed on a Heavy Expanded 
Mobility Tactical Truck and tested during 
a Maneuver Fires Integrated Experiment 
at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, in April 2016. The 
laser successfully shot down a number of 
UAS.

In February and March, the U.S. Army 
Space and Missile Command shot down 

a number of UAS with a 5-kilowatt laser 
mounted on a Stryker during the Hard Kill 
Challenge at White Sands Missile Range, 
New Mexico.

The purpose of the Hard Kill Challenge 
“was to assess and look at technology... 
to do a ‘hard-kill’ shoot down of Group 1 
[UAS] and inform decision-makers on the 
current state of technology and how it can 
deal with single and multiple targets,” said 
Adam Aberle, SMDC High Energy La-
ser Division technology development and 
demonstration lead.

The Army recognizes that high energy 
lasers have the potential to be a low-cost, 
effective complement to kinetic energy, he 
said. Lasers have the potential to be more 
effective at addressing rocket, artillery, mor-
tar, or RAM threats, as well as unmanned 
aircraft systems and cruise missiles.

On the plus side, lasers are silent and in-
visible to the human eye and are thus hard 
to detect by the enemy, Ketner said.

Also, a laser has a near-perfectly straight 
trajectory, unlike the arc of an artillery 
round, which allows the laser to be much 
more accurate in finding its target. 

Ketner also pointed out that a laser beam 
can also be scaled to the object in question, 
as he showcased a display of items that 
were hit by a laser. The objects included 

steel plating, aluminum, copper, carbon fi-
ber and Kevlar. Other display items includ-
ed a fried circuit board, a destroyed fixed-
wing UAS and quadcopter, all victims of 
the laser beam.

The power of the beam can be adjusted 
for any material, he said. There’s even a 
non-lethal adjustment for human targets.

So far, lasers have taken out cruise mis-

siles, mortars, and other projectiles during 
testing, Ketner said.

One downside, he noted, is that lasers 
take a lot of energy, and have difficulty 
penetrating haze, dust, smoke and materi-
als with anti-laser coatings. But overall, la-
sers remain a valuable tool in the military’s 
arsenal. “Unlike a traditional gun,” Ketner 
said, “lasers don’t run out of bullets.”

As Tropical Storm Cindy 
formed in the Gulf of Mexico, 
Aviation Soldiers here focused on 
an eerily similar scenario storm 
as they participated in a hurricane 
evacuation training exercise at 
Fort Rucker June 20.

The annual event, which 
brought together multiple com-
mands and organizations on post, 
focused on communications and 
procedures required for air move-
ment of rotary-wing aircraft to 
hangar, in the event of an actual 
hurricane.

“It went pretty well. We learned 
some good lessons about our 
communications. We didn’t have 
weather to actually move our 
practice aircraft, but it got every-
body in the right mindset at the 
beginning of hurricane season. 
It emphasizes the importance of 
it, in doing the exercise. We ap-
preciate all the assistance and 
participation. There were a lot 
of people involved in this,” said 
Mike Ash, chief of operations 
for the Aviation Center Logistics 
Command.

The event brought an opportu-
nity for real-world experience to 
a schoolhouse environment, ac-
cording to Chief Warrant Officer 
2 Brett D. Aderhold, operations 
assistant at 110th Aviation Bri-
gade.

 “As a Training and Doctrine 
Command post, our job is to train 
and evaluate and feed the force. 
So this (exercise) gives new peo-
ple a chance to learn the process, it 
gives the already qualified people 

a chance to hone their skills and 
check their proficiency, and it also 
is an opportunity for the unit to act 
like a real world unit in that we 
have to be able to react to an ac-
tual weather situation that might 
occur here,” said Aderhold.

The goal of assessing prepared-
ness in the event Fort Rucker 
were to take a direct hit was easier 
to imagine with the radar showing 
an actual storm developing in real 
time. 

“It added some realism into it, 
because as we were talking about 
this fictional storm, we were going 
back and forth looking at the real 
storm. It was in almost the same 
spot,” Aderhold said. “A huge 

wet storm … that just sits there 
and churns and just very slowly 
moves is the biggest threat.”

For Soldiers with 1-11th Avia-
tion Regiment, the exercise in-
volved employing the Mobile 
Tower System, or MOTS. In a 
real situation, the MOTS ideally 
would be used in a location out of 
sight of an actual air traffic con-
trol tower where coordination of 
aircraft movement would be re-
quired on a tight timeline in ad-
vance of an impending storm.

“This exercise was mainly based 
off of getting communications set, 
so we know how we’re supposed 
to report, ensuring aircraft arrived 
at the location and making sure 

our reporting structure is accu-
rate,” said Maj. Lucas Crabtree, 
battalion operations officer for 
1-11th Aviation Regiment.

“Something that should take 
12 hours could turn into 18 hours 
pretty quick if our communica-
tions are bad,” he said. “We’ve 
got to be on top of our timeline.”

The unit also had to think 
through possible contingencies 
and multiple communication op-
tions. 

The unit’s tactical focus was on 
“where we set up the MOTS, how 
is it going to work, how does the 
airspace look, clearing the airfield 
of (foreign object debris), and 
identifying usable space,” Crab-

tree said. 
In theater, the MOTS is em-

ployed to set up long-term Air 
Traffic Control operations. In this 
training scenario at Fort Rucker, 
the MOTS prevents aircraft from 
having to land at their own risk, 
and also helps orchestrate move-
ment on the ground.

The MOTS provides Soldier 
stations inside a mobile tower to 
include flight data, ground control 
and local control. It takes less than 
an hour to set up for this type mis-
sion, and is capable of synchroniz-
ing with tactical radar systems.

 “If you have a radio failure in 
the MOTS, you have multiple ra-
dios you can jump to if you need 
to. The MOTS has weather equip-
ment so we can give accurate 
winds. The biggest thing is the 
security of it. You’re going to be 
able to give safer air traffic con-
trol calls than if you’re sitting in 
the back of a Gator with the wind 
blowing at thirty miles per hour,” 
said Sgt. 1st Class Zachary C. 
Hight, senior Air Traffic Control 
sergeant with A Co., 1-11th. 

“Rehearsals are key,” said 
Hight. “A lot of our questions 
were answered in the exercise. It 
opened the window for new ques-
tions on things we didn’t think 
about. It gave us an opportunity 
to put those out there in open fo-
rum.”

The exercise was part of a larg-
er emphasis on overall prepared-
ness, which includes information 
and resources for Soldiers, De-
partment of the Army Civilians, 
and families.

Hurricane season runs from 
June 1 through Nov. 30.
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By Kelly P. Morris
USAACE Public Affairs

TEAMWORK

News Briefs
Blood drive

LifeSouth Community Blood Cen-
ters will host a blood drive Friday from 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the commissary. 
All donors will receive a recognition 
item and a free cholesterol screening. 
Donors must be 16 or older, weigh at 
least 110 pounds and show photo ID. 
Donors who are 16 must have written 
parental permission. 

For more information, call 888-795-
2707 or visit www.lifesouth.org.

Changes of command
The U.S. Army Aeromedical Re-• 
search Laboratory will host a 
change of command ceremony 
July 7 at noon at the U.S. Army 
Aviation Museum.
U.S. Army Garrison Fort Rucker • 
will host a change of command cer-
emony July 12 at 2 p.m. at the U.S. 
Army Aviation Museum. Col. Bri-
an E. Walsh will assume command 
from Col. Shannon T. Miller.
The 1st Aviation Brigade will host • 
a change of command ceremony 
July 14 at 8:30 a.m. at Howze 
Field.

Indoor pool closure
The indoor pool at the Fort Rucker 

Physical Fitness Center is closed to 
fix several mechanical issues. In the 
interim, physical training lap lane res-
ervations and lap swimming are avail-
able at SPLASH! Pool and Spray Park 
Mondays-Fridays from 5:30-10:30 a.m. 
The indoor pool is scheduled to re-open 
Monday. 

For more information, call 255-
2296.

School physicals
To ensure the highest continuity of 

care possible, while providing timely 
access for patients requiring a school 
physical, Lyster Army Health Clinic 
encourages beneficiaries to schedule 
school physical appointments as soon as 
possible from now until July 30. Parents 
should make sure to bring any required 
documentation to the appointment, with 
the patient portion filled out completely. 
The appointment will be for the school 
physical only. Any other issues will 
need to be addressed with your primary 
care clinician. Call the appointment line 
at 1-800-261-7193-7193.

Immunizations for school enrollment
Lyster Army Health Clinic officials 

said that in addition to infant immuni-
zations, school aged children are rec-
ommended to receive the following im-
munizations:

Measles, Mumps, Rubella age 4-6;• 
Polio age 4-6;• 
Varicella (chicken pox) second dose • 
age 4-6;
Human Papilloma Virus age 11 and • 
older;
Meningococcal age 11-12 and again • 
at age 16; and
Tetanus, diptheria, whooping cough • 
every 10 years.

People are welcome to talk to their 
provider about childhood immuniza-
tions. Alabama Immunization Records 
(Blue Cards) are available at the immu-
nizations department.

Siren test
The Installation Operations Center 

conducts a test of the emergency mass 
notification system the first Wednesday 
of each month at 11 a.m. At that time 
people will hear the siren over the giant 
voice. No actions are required.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree 

Council meets the first Thursday of 
each month in The Landing at 11:30 
a.m. The meeting is an open forum and 
all retirees are invited to attend. Retir-
ees are also encouraged to apply for one 
of the open positions on the council.

For more information, call 255-
9124.

Specialty printing requirement
Due to a change in printing proce-

dure, document printing services now 
requires that all documents for printing 
that require specialty paper be submit-
ted three weeks prior to the requested 
delivery date. 

For more information, call 255-
1363.

Yoga classes
Lyster Army Health Clinic offers 

free yoga classes Mondays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays from 11:45 a.m. 
to 12:45 p.m. in the Lyster Activity 
Center, Rm. J-100, of the clinic. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to bring their 
own mat.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Laser weapons bring sharp advantages to the battlefield

PHOTO BY DAVID VERGUN

This display shows the effects of laser hits on materials during Lab Day in the Pentagon May 18.

PHOTO BY KELLY P. MORRIS

Soldiers with 1-11th Aviation Regiment employed the Mobile Tower System at Guthrie Field June 20 as part of a hurricane 
evacuation preparedness exercise.

Aviation Soldiers participate in hurricane preparedness exercise



FORT LEAVENWORTH, Kan. – A new 
Army publication features audio, video, 
and animations to train units how to assault 
a position and how to defend one.

Army Doctrine Reference Publication 
3-90 Offense and Defense recently became 
available on the Central Army Registry. 

“The new ADRP 3-90 is part of the Ar-
my’s effort to use multimedia to enhance 
learning,” said Dr. Peggy Kenyon who leads 
the enhanced electronic books (e2Book) 
initiative. “Some Soldiers learn from read-
ing alone, but others learn best from visual 
and audio content. The interactive digital 
content in these publications will engage 
Solders and bring doctrine to life to help 
them understand complex concepts.”

Kenyon is the chief of acquisition and 
management with the TRADOC Capability 
Manager – The Army Distributed Learning 
Program in Fort Eustis, Virginia. 

To develop content for ADRP 3-90, Ke-
nyon’s organization worked with Doug 
Darlin, military analyst with the Combined 
Arms Doctrine Directorate at Fort Leaven-
worth. 

The new ADRP 3-90 Chapter 1 includes 
interactive content from the American Rev-
olutionary War Battle at Cowpens. A series 
of graphics showing troop movements and 
accompanying text explains the battle and 
deepens understanding.

“At Cowpens, Gen. Daniel Morgan knew 
the strengths and weaknesses of his militia 

and Continental regulars,” Darling said. 
“Morgan knew that the militia could not 
stand up to a bayonet charge so he placed 
them in the front line. He told them to fire 
two rounds at the attacking British and then 
withdraw behind the regulars.”

Later, the militia rejoined the fight and a 
counterattack that routed the British. 

ADRP 3-90’s other interactive content 
includes narrated vignettes illustrating doc-
trinal concepts, interactive maps of com-
mon defensive areas, a powerful video on 
fratricide in Chapter 4 and a narrated video 
of the Battle of Khafji from Operation Des-
ert Storm.

It’s high-level of web-based content can 
be viewed on computers, tablets and smart 

phones. Some of the other e2Books will 
have less multimedia content, but all al-
low users to take notes, create bookmarks, 
search content and highlight text. 

Besides improving learning, Robert 
Roberts, TCM-TADLP’s lead for interac-
tive digital publications, said e2Books are 

designed to be easily revised to keep pace 
with the operating environment.

Roberts said TCM-TADLP is working 
with other Army organizations to produce 
e2Books including the living doctrine ver-
sion of Field Manual 6-22 Leader Develop-
ment. 

ADAZI MILITARY BASE, 
Latvia – About 11,000 U.S. and 
NATO service members from 20 
countries concluded the Saber 
Strike 17 exercise Saturday.

The exercise took place in vari-
ous regions in the Baltics and Po-
land from May 28-Saturday.

Saber Strike 17 is a long-stand-
ing Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed, 
U.S. European Command-sched-
uled, U.S. Army Europe-led co-
operative training exercise.

Participating nations in this 
year’s exercise included Bel-
gium, Canada, Croatia, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germa-
ny, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Lux-
embourg, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Slo-
vakia, the United Kingdom and 
the U.S.

This year’s key training objec-
tive was to exercise with NATO’s 
enhanced forward presence battle 
groups as part of a multinational 
division, while conducting an 
integrated, synchronized, deter-
rence-oriented field training ex-
ercise designed to improve the 
interoperability and readiness 
of participating nations’ armed 
forces.

“Less than one year ago, our al-
liance said we were going to tran-
sition from assurance to deter-
rence,” said Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, 

the commander of U.S. Army Eu-
rope. “One of the manifestations 
of that transition was the creation 
of the eFP Battlegroups. In less 
than one year, these battle groups 
are exercising already in Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania and Poland. 
That is an amazing accomplish-
ment for our great alliance.

Hodges added, “Deterrence 
means you have to have the capa-
bility to compel or defeat a poten-
tial adversary. You have to dem-
onstrate that capability and the 
will to use it, and these exercises 
are that demonstration.”

Key training events of the 
exercise included a convoy by 
Battlegroup Poland, from Orysz, 
Poland, to southern Lithuania; a 
maritime prepositioned offload of 
prestaged supplies and equipment 
in Latvia; a Marine amphibious 
assault in Latvia; two combined 
arms live-fire exercises, one each 
in Poland and Lithuania; an air 
assault by the British Royal Ma-
rines at the Polish and Lithuanian 
border; and a river crossing in the 
same area.

“If you would like to have 
skilled soldiers, you have to train 
every day,” said Latvian army 
Chief of Defense Maj. Gen. Le-
onids Kalnins. “If you would like 
to be safe as a state, you have to 
find allies; but if you would like 
to be the winner and create a great 
future for all countries, for all so-
ciety, you have to participate in 
such exercises as this one.”

The Saber Strike exercise series 

facilitates cooperation between 
the U.S, allied, and partner na-
tions to improve joint operational 
capability in a variety of missions 
and prepare participating nations 
and units for future operations 
while enhancing the NATO alli-
ance.

During the exercise, U.S. and 
NATO distinguished visitors at-
tended a demonstration of the 
joint and combined capabilities 
of the U.S. and NATO here.

One of the visitors was Nancy 
Bikoff Pettit, U.S. ambassador to 
Latvia, who spoke about the im-

portance of the exercise.
“I think exercises like this send 

a very strong message,” she said. 
“It’s not only the U.S. who is in-
terested in security and defense 
here in the Baltic region, it’s all 
of our NATO allies working to-
gether.

Bikoff Pettit added, “This exer-
cise demonstrates what happens 
when many NATO allies come 
together to cooperate and demon-
strate the interoperability that we 
have. We are really pleased with 
the quality of the exercises.”

Saber Strike 17 promotes re-

gional stability and security, 
while strengthening partner ca-
pabilities and fostering trust. The 
combined training opportunities 
that it provided greatly improve 
interoperability among participat-
ing NATO allies and key regional 
partners.

“The U.S. is here,” Hodges 
said. “We’re going to continue to 
participate in exercises; Ameri-
can soldiers love serving with 
Latvian soldiers. This is a great 
place to train, and we’re excited 
about doing that for as [long] as 
I can see.”
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By Air Force Senior Amn. 
Tryphena Mayhugh
86th Airlift Wing
Public Affairs

U.S., NATO conclude 
Saber Strike 17 exercise

PHOTO BY SPC. BRANDON BEST

Lithuanian soldiers provide cover while egressing from a UH-60 Black Hawk during Saber Strike 17 at Pabrade, Lithuania, June 21. 
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WASHINGTON – Iraqi forces made significant prog-
ress last week in its fight to liberate western Mosul, Iraq, 
from Islamic State of Iraq and Syria control, said the 
spokesman for Combined Joint Task Force Operation In-
herent Resolve.

Speaking to Pentagon reporters from Baghdad via tele-
conference, Col. Ryan Dillon said the Iraqis have pushed 
their way into the old city sector and isolated Al-Jamhara 
Hospital, which severed the two remaining ISIS-held ar-
eas of western Mosul.

But, emblematic of its own impending destruction, 
Dillon said, on June 21 ISIS destroyed the historic Great 
Mosque of al-Nuri from which ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi proclaimed the caliphate in July 2014.

The nearly 800-year-old mosque and the famous lean-
ing al-Hadba minaret stood as a symbol of faith and 
unity for the people of Mosul, he said, noting that ISIS 
attempted to undermine this by using “the mosque to pub-
licly justify its criminal campaign of genocide, mass rape, 
slavery and murder.”

 “On Wednesday night, as Iraqi counterterrorism ser-
vice members moved within 50 meters [nearly 55 yards] 
of the mosque, ISIS detonated it with explosives,” Dil-
lon said. “Their destruction of the mosque … is another 
despicable act, another crime that is consistent with the 
hundreds of other ancient and historic artifacts ISIS has 
destroyed in their wake.”

But the time is near when Iraq will celebrate its long-
fought victory over ISIS in Mosul, the spokesman said, 
adding, “There’s no question about that.”

And significant effort that will be required to stabilize 
western Mosul, Dillon said. “However, if there was any 
doubt in Iraqi resolve, in their ability to quickly rebound 
from adversity, all you need is to go to [eastern] Mosul,” 
he noted.

Since the Iraqis liberated eastern Mosul at the begin-
ning of the year, 191,000 Moslawis have come back to 
their homes; 350,000 children have returned to school, 
where 320 out of 400 schools have reopened – and four of 
nine water treatment plants are providing water to nearly 
1 million people with more than 3.5 million liters trucked 
in every day.

“The greater coalition will do all we can in working 
with Iraqi authorities to make sure that these trends con-
tinue, while mindful of the extraordinary, difficult nature 
of this battle and what lies ahead,” he said of western 
Mosul.

In Syria, Dillon said Syrian Democratic Forces are 
making progress in its offensive operations to liberate 
Raqqa from ISIS control.

The SDF has retaken 45 square kilometers of ground – 
about 17 square miles – from ISIS in and around Raqqa in 
the past week while fighting along three axes toward the 
city’s center despite strong ISIS resistance, he said.

The spokesman also noted that a U.S. F-18 Super Hor-
net shot down a regime SU-22 jet on June 18 in defense 
of coalition-partnered forces that were operating within 
an agreed-upon regime SDF de-confliction area.

And in southern Syria, a U.S. F-15 shot down an Irani-
an-made Shahed 129 armed drone as it approached forces 
near al-Tanf, he said. The regime drone, advancing in a 
manner that was similar to a June 8 attack, was shot down 
as it approached its weapons employment zone.

“The coalition has made it clear to all parties, publicly 
and through [the] de-confliction line with Russia forces, 
that the demonstrated hostile intent and actions of pro-re-
gime forces toward coalition and partnered forces will not 
be tolerated,” Dillon said. “The coalition re-emphasizes 
that we do not seek to fight Syrian regime or pro-regime 
forces. Partnered with them, our mission is to defeat ISIS 
in Iraq and Syria.”
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DOD: ISIS holdouts cut off in western Mosul
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ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, 
Md. – Army leaders may not all agree on 
when and where the next fight will be, but 
they do agree that, for the foreseeable fu-
ture, the warfighter will require advanced 
technologies to achieve overmatch in a 
multi-domain environment.

“We cannot predict our precise technol-
ogy requirements 30 years from now, but 
we do know that there are a number of op-
erational capabilities that our forces will 
need us to advance to win the next fight 
across the domains,” said Chris Manning, 
acting director of the U.S. Army Materiel 
Command’s Communications-Electronics 
Research, Development and Engineering 
Center Command Power and Integration 
Directorate. “We focus on the future as we 
innovate and iterate technology.”

CERDEC CP&ID is responsible for 
Army research and development efforts in 
the areas of mission command, position-
ing, navigation and timing, and operation-
al energy. Iterative prototyping services 
rounds out CP&ID’s current portfolio.

In a multi-domain battle environment, 
commanders will execute missions and 
gain advantages, both sequentially and 
simultaneously, across the domains of air, 
land, sea, space, cyberspace and other con-
tested areas such as the electromagnetic 
spectrum. Often, these missions will entail 
rapidly deploying across strategic distanc-
es – traversing through complex terrains 
such as deserts, jungles, sub-terrains and 
highly populated cities requiring Soldiers 
to transition seamlessly from a ground 
fight to multi-domain operations.

Multi-domain battle will feature another 
level of complexity, according to Gen. Da-
vid Perkins, commanding general, United 
States Army Training and Doctrine Com-
mand. 

He has described situations where multi-
domain battle will not mean achieving 
total domain supremacy all of the time; 
instead, commanders will exploit tempo-
rary windows of opportunity by synching 
all domains to enable maneuver for a posi-
tional advantage.

“Since 9/11, the enemy is taking un-
contested domains and making them con-
tested,” Perkins said. “I have to be able to 
move through domains with my solution 
sets faster than the enemy can respond to 
them.”

To set a vision for future technology re-
quirements in a multi-domain fight, CER-
DEC CP&ID established “Big Technology 
Goals” in the areas of artificial intelligence/
machine augmentation to speed up opera-
tions; assured positioning, navigation and 
timing, without space; and battlefield net 
zero capabilities.

“These technology goals are challenging 
end-states that prompt our engineers and 
scientists to be innovative in their pursuit 
of new technology,” Manning said. “By 
setting these goals, we give our research 
and development workforce a target to 
aim for.”

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
Artificial intelligence is a component of 

the Pentagon’s offset strategy, designed to 
obtain strategic advantage by outmaneu-
vering adversaries through advanced tech-
nologies and will be especially valuable in 
a multi-domain conflict. Machine augmen-
tation, a subset of AI, inserts automation 
to process data-heavy or repeatable tasks 
to produce a suggested course of action, 
but ultimately maintains the commander’s 
intent.

CERDEC is exploring predictive mis-
sion recommendations through machine 
automation, which aims to speed up the 
commander’s decision cycle by unburden-
ing his cognitive tasks during expedition-
ary movement and maneuver.

“The combination of humans and ma-
chines are meant to complement one an-
other,” said James Hennig, CERDEC 
CP&ID chief engineer. “Commanders 
may evaluate AI data, but the final COA 
decision belongs to the commander.”

CERDEC CP&ID’s explorations into 
AI have initially produced the Automated 
Planning Framework prototype, which al-
lows commanders and staff to run through 
the military decision making process to 
analyze maneuvers, logistics, fires, intel-
ligence and other warfighting function 
COAs.

In addition, the Mission Command Bat-
tle Lab, part of the U.S. Army Combined 
Arms Center, and CERDEC CP&ID have 
formed a strong partnership with Com-
mand and General Staff College students 
to provide feedback on various emerging 

mission command capabilities, including 
the APF.

“We see APF as a key technology in 
enabling commanders and staff to plan 
and issue orders faster than ever before,” 
said Maj. David Dilly, MCBL S&T branch 
chief. “They are allowing the machine to 
do what it’s good at while giving humans 
time to concentrate on the art of command. 
APF is an important stepping stone for the 
eventual use of more general artificial in-
telligence where computers will help us 
understand, plan, and fight in multi-do-
main battle.”

ASSURED PNT WITHOUT SPACE
PNT capabilities will always be critical 

in modern warfare, and more so in multi-
domain battle. Even with the wonders of 
GPS, Assured PNT is never a given.

“GPS is a battlefield game changer, but 
unfortunately it is susceptible to unin-
tentional signal blockage, such as build-
ings and trees, interference due to power 
lines or friendly radio frequencies and an 
increasing amount of adversarial inter-
ference,” said Paul Olson, CP&ID PNT 
division chief engineer. “We are mitigat-
ing these issues by executing R&D on a 
number of complementary PNT, or GPS-
independent, technologies to include vi-
sion-aided navigation, RF ranging, preci-
sion time transfer, and position navigation 
algorithm frameworks that enable rapid 
insertion of new PNT sources.”

CERDEC CP&ID has continuously ad-
vanced PNT capabilities over the past 30 
years, and is a supporting partner to Direct 
Reporting Program Manager PNT, which 
leads the Army in developing and integrat-
ing Assured PNT technologies.

“Our partnerships play a critical role 
in making the Army PNT strategy a suc-
cess and drive continuous innovation to 
provide the Warfighter with PNT data that 
they can trust,” said Kevin Coggins, PM 
PNT program manager.

CP&ID is not merely focused on the 
position and navigation capabilities; the 
“time” aspect is often the most critical, 
cross-cutting function used to synchronize 
many warfighting systems.

“When you think about GPS’ ability to 
synchronize time from anywhere in the 
world to within two to 40 nano-seconds, 
you understand how important it is for 
technologies such as radio communica-
tions or calls for fire,” said John Del Col-
liano, CP&ID PNT Integrated Systems 
branch chief. “Within a multi-domain 
battlefield, I can’t think of anything more 
critical than possessing accurate time.”

NET-ZERO POWER SOLUTIONS
Movement and maneuver in the future 

operating environment will push Soldiers 
into austere environments for longer peri-
ods of time, predicating the need for in-
novative operational energy solutions. In 
a multi-domain environment, reducing 
the power demand will be critical – land-
based forces will take on an even greater 
role to enable air and naval forces, which 
is a 180 degree shift from wars past.

Soldiers must already bear a significant 
battery burden to support radios, GPS sys-
tems and night visions goggles – making 
them reliant on standard 72-hour resup-
ply missions. Striving for net-zero power 
solutions means Soldiers can produce as 
much energy as they use and require little 
to no resupply.

“The Army Functional Concept for 
Movement and Maneuver predicts that 
that brigade combat teams will have to 
operate semi-independently for extended 
periods of time,” Manning said. “We are 
looking at how we can provide power 
without a need for resupply, starting with 
a target of seven days, and looking at how 
much longer we can push it during those 
semi-independent operations.”

Some of CERDEC CP&ID’s R&D ac-
tivities working toward net-zero power 
include Soldier-worn energy harvesting 
technologies, such as the Energy Harvest-
ing Assault Pack, which is designed to 
convert the natural movements of Soldiers 
into usable power. CERDEC’s solar pow-
er technologies are designed to convert 
sunlight into sustainable power for ex-
peditionary movement and maneuver for 
mounted and dismounted missions. These 
alternative technologies help to shift the 
focus from traditional energy storage and 
power generation techniques to innovative 
net zero solutions.

EXPERIMENTING AND 
PROTOTYPING

As the Army prepares for its next fight, 
it is turning to rapid and iterative demon-
strations and prototyping as a sound option 
to systematically, yet quickly field state-of 
the-art capabilities to Soldiers. In a multi-
domain environment, agile and adaptable 
technology insertion helps the Army keep 
pace with peer- and near-peer nations.

CERDEC’s Command, Control, Com-
munications, Computers, Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance, Proto-

type Integration Facility is working with 
Army program offices, depots and industry 
to provide engineering, design, fabrication 
and integration services that help validate 
cutting-edge capabilities relevant to the 
Army’s force now and into the future.

“We believe experimentation and proto-
typing offers several value propositions to 
the Army and warfighter, by accelerating 
schedules, advancing technologies and in-
forming requirements,” Manning said.

Prototyping also makes good fiscal 
sense. Building capabilities early allows 
Soldiers sufficient time to evaluate the 
technology and provide operational feed-
back. Taxpayers do not spend money on 
a full-rate production until the technol-
ogy performs optimally and meets Soldier 
needs, at which time the technical data 
transitions to industry, or depots such as 
the Tobyhanna Army Depot.

CONCLUSION
Multi-domain battle will only increase 

the complexity and pace of movement and 
maneuver operations, and will require the 
Army’s S&T community to constantly 
adapt and innovate technologies that un-
burden the Soldier.

“We are intensely focused on the Army’s 
goals to prepare for the next fight, and we 
understand that our technologies must en-
able Soldiers to conduct multi-domain 
battle in an increasingly complicated oper-
ational environment,” Manning said. “Our 
vast experience and expertise executing 
R&D towards the Army’s challenges helps 
us create innovative and operationally rel-
evant technology solutions.”
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A wide-angle lens brings 
focus to future battles 
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Soldiers rely on in-vehicle GPS systems for Positioning, Navigation, and Timing information. CERDEC GPS-aiding technologies such as Mounted PNT integrate mul-
tiple sensors to delivered assured PNT. 
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successfully popped that bubble.
“Losing a command team like the Dahlgrens is never easy, but, as is the Army way, 

the departure of one Army leadership teams [brings] the arrival of a new one, and I 
couldn’t have asked for better than the Johnsons,” said Hines. “Team Johnson is fully 
charged and raring to go, and I know you’ll build upon the incredible track record of 
the 1-14th. You’re now charged with providing the Army with the attack Aviation’s as-
sets necessary to ensure the success of this great nation – a task I know you’re up to.”

Johnson began his military career when he was commissioned into the U.S. Army in 
1997, and his first assignment was as an Aviation officer here at Fort Rucker. He has 
served in a multitude of Aviation assignments across the world, including as assistant 
S3 and platoon leader for the 1-2nd Avn. Regt. in Camp Page, Korea; platoon leader 
and battalion S1 for the 3-101st Avn. Regt., Fort Campbell, Kentucky; company com-
mander for both the 3-229th Avn. Regt. and 1-82nd Avn. Regt. in Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina; as well as battalion operations officer and executive officer for the 2-159th 
Avn. Regt. in Storck Barracks, Germany.

With his wealth of experience, Johnson said he’s ready to take on the challenge of 
leading the Tomahawk battalion.

“To Major General [William K. Gayler, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker commanding general] and Colonel Hines, thank you so much for this 
opportunity to serve as the commander of this fantastic organization,” said the incom-
ing commander. “I truly am humbled and am very excited about the opportunity, and 
I’m looking forward to the next two years – it is an honor.”

The 1-14th Avn. Regt. trains entry-level Aviators to fly AH-64 Apache helicopters – 
the most lethal helicopters in the world, according to Hines.

“Most of us understand the importance of the Apache on the battlefield and that no 
other aircraft strikes fear into the hearts of our enemy like the Apache does, but few 
realize the efforts it takes to provide the pilots what’s necessary to fly these awesome 
aircraft,” said the brigade commander.

“We are the ones that go when no one else will,” added Dahlgren. “We are the ones 
that make the enemy go away. We’re the ones you call when you need help. We’re the 
ones who will answer the phone in the middle of the night. This is our tribe philosophy, 
our battalion, and what makes us special.

“Mike and Elesa, we could not be more excited than to hand the ball off to you two,” 
said the outgoing commander. “Continue to move the Tomahawk team down the field 
and gain more yards. We know that you will succeed in leading this amazing battalion 
and they are lucky to have you to call the plays.”

control centers at the Daleville and Ozark 
gates. People are reminded that the VCCs 
will not be open on the day of the event.

The Daleville VCC is open Mondays-
Sundays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., and the 
Ozark VCC is open Mondays-Fridays 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Visitors to the installation are also re-
minded to park in the areas designated for 
the gate they entered through.

“Ensure when you arrive on Fort Ruck-
er that you park in the parking area for 
the gate you wish to exit from when the 
fireworks are complete,” said Marcel Du-
mais, Fort Rucker chief of police. “As an 
example, if you want to leave from the 
Daleville Gate after the fireworks, make 
sure you park in the Daleville parking 
area because the exit routes will be strict-
ly enforced.

“It is important for patrons to follow 

the parking and traffic flow plan because 
the plan was developed to ensure safety 
as people enter and exit the installation,” 
he said. “There will be a number of road 
closures associated with Freedom Fest 
and it is important for people to follow 
the signs posted as well as any instruc-
tions from police personnel and event 
staff.  The egress routes are set up to 
move the large volume of vehicles off the 
installation as quickly and safely as pos-
sible.  Patrons should understand that it is 
going to take time to get all the vehicles 
off the installation so we ask for their pa-
tience up front.”

Also, for safety purposes, there are 
some items that are prohibited at Freedom 
Fest, which include coolers, backpacks 
(except for medical and baby care items), 
pets, fireworks of any kind, glass contain-
ers, weapons of any kind, bicycles, scoot-
ers, rollerblades and skateboards.

“The [Directorate of Public Safety] 

wants everyone to come out and enjoy 
Freedom Fest 2017, but we ask that you 
do it responsibly,” said Dumais. “There 
will be prohibited items signs posted in 
the parking areas as a reminder not to 

bring those items on the field.  Last year, 
there were still a number of patrons that 
brought pets to the event – please leave 
your pets at home.”

For more information, call 255-1749.
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1-14th
Continued from Page A1

Freedom
Continued from Page A1

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and

medical staff thank Fort Rucker for its commitment

to the security of our community and our country.

We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and

military families for their personal sacrifices.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE

APPRECIATE

FORT

RUCKER.

YAVORIV, Ukraine — Over 
the course of the last century, six 
different flags have flown over 
what is now the Yavoriv Combat 
Training Center on the Interna-
tional Peacekeeping and Security 
Center, near Yavoriv, in modern-
day Ukraine.

Each time a new nation laid 
claim to the land, the military 
training site was expanded, 
sometimes violently.

“People were deported from the 
surrounding villages. Churches, 
cemeteries and other historical 
and cultural sites were removed,” 
explained Stepan Korniienko, the 
IPSC historian. “Some sites, like 
St. Michael’s Church in the vil-
lage of Velyka Vyshenka, were 
used as targets for artillery.”

The idyllic countryside of 
Western Ukraine still bears the 
scars of its war-torn past. Left-
over mines, duded artillery shells 
and other unexploded ordinance 
dot the area.

However, today NATO part-
ners and allies are hard at work 
clearing the way for progress in 
Ukraine.

Four civilian demining teams, 
contracted by the U.S. Army 
through the Joint Multinational 
Training Group-Ukraine, are 
working toward the goal of clear-
ing 1,800 hectares of UXO by 
2018.

The mission of the JMTG-U, 
an international coalition com-
posed of U.S. Soldiers from the 
45th Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team along with Canadian, Brit-
ish, Polish and Lithuanian service 
members, is to build the training 
capacity of the Ukrainian army 
by expanding the Yavoriv Com-

bat Training Center.
The Yavoriv center is mod-

eled after NATO standard com-
bat training centers such as the 
7th Army Training Command’s 
Joint Multinational Readiness 
Center in Hohenfels, Germany. 
Range improvement projects, 
such as the demining operation, 
increase the CTC’s capacity by 
salvaging safe maneuver training 
space from what was once unus-
able land.

Currently, due to safety hazards 
presented by the UXO, NATO 
forces can only use a portion of 
the training space available on 
the IPSC.

“This project will enable us 
to eventually do force on force 

training for a brigade tactical 
group sized element, which is the 
goal here,” said Capt. Montana 
Dugger, the 45th Infantry Bri-
gade Combat Team and JMTG-U 
engineer who is overseeing the 
project.

The UXO removal will allow 
NATO units to use the entire 
base, which was first formally es-
tablished under the Soviet Union 
in 1940.

In the early 20th century, the 
area where the IPSC exists today 
and much of western Ukraine be-
longed to the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. During this time, the 
Austro-Hungarian military used 
a small portion of the area for 
training, and many skirmishes be-

tween the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire and Russian Empire erupted 
over the territory, Korniienko ex-
plained through a translator.

In 1920, Poland claimed the 
region and used the ranges for 
their own troops, but once WWII 
broke out, the area traded hands 
again, this time between the So-
viet Union and Germany.

During this tumultuous time, 
the military base was used both 
for training troops and for de-
taining prisoners of war – Soviet 
prisoners of war from 1941 to 
1944, and then German prisoners 
of war from 1944 to 1951, ac-
cording to the historian.

Much of the UXO present on 
the training area today is from the 

WWI and WWII era.
When Ukraine gained its in-

dependence in 1991, the training 
area became the property of the 
newly sovereign state. The IPSC 
was established in 2007 and, un-
der the mentorship of JMTG-U 
personnel, the Yavoriv CTC was 
established in 2015.

Presently, about 100,000 
square meters have been cleared 
of UXO and about 7,000 square 
meters more are cleared each 
day, said Dugger.

“That only represents about 
one percent of the total area to 
be cleared,” Dugger explained. 
“But, at completion, this project 
will basically double the usable 
training space.”

By 1st Lt. Kayla Christopher
45th Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team

Clearing the way for progress in Ukraine

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. ELIZABETH TARR

A Ukrainian soldier from the 1st Battalion, 80th Airmobile Brigade jumps out of a BTR armored vehicle during a suppressive fire training exercise led by U.S. Soldiers assigned to 
6th Squadron, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, at the International Peacekeeping and Security Center, Nov. 18. 
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
28 SOMERSET

PARKWAY,
DALEVILLE

$45,900: Super
convenient to
Fort Rucker.
Wonderful
townhouse

priced to sell. 2
BR/2.5 BA, very
nice complex.
PAT LEGGETT

334-406-7653

BOLL WEEVIL CIRCLE: $149,000: 7 +/- acres. Approx.
half of 14.6 acre parcel. The owner will sell half or you

may purchase whole parcel, listing.
PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653. MLS 20160927

1079 GENEVA AVENUE: $249,000: This retail strip
center has good cash flow. Rent is approx. $2,875
per month when all rented. Currently fully rented.

PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653

6020 BOLL WEEVIL CIRCLE$89,000: 50% price reduction.
Candlewood Suites, Fairfield Inn, Huddle House, Santa Fe

Steakhouse, Early Education Center, Brookwood Subdivision and site
of the new Junior High at his nearby location. Required access road

already installed. A great buy! PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653

109 PLAZA: $149,800: Looking for a location for your new business? Schedule your viewing today
of these 2 large buildings, 1 small house & 1 concrete slab. Conveniently located inside Boll

Weevil Circle, the large buildings each offer over 3,000 +/- square feet of space with overhang
on the front. Behind these two buildings is a small 2 bedroom 1 bath cottage with approximately
1000 square feet. Extra concrete slab to rear of property. Road frontage is approximately 175'

with off street parking available. JUDY DUNN 334-301-5656 & PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653

1500 E PARK: $299,000: Car dealers and Ashley
Furniture surround this busy location. Excellent

location on the corner of Paul Street and Hwy 84.
(E Park Ave.) PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653

412 E LEE STREET: $139,900:
Busy Lee Street location. Nice home but zoned for
B-2. Lots of possibilities for your new or existing

business. PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653

105 GAIL CIRCLE: $163,900: Wonderful home for
large family. Mother in law space, updated kitchen,
5 BR/3.5 BA home and a storm shelter for those

stormy days. PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653

BOLL WEEVIL CIRCLE: $412,900: 18.7 +/- acres, commercial
property with approx. 1250 sq. ft. of highway frontage. Adjoins
future Junior High property, across from Sorrells Funeral Home.
Great commercial location with lots of visibility. This property is

cleared and ready to develop. PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653

A MEMBER OF

Pat Legget ~ 334-406-7653

pat@c21regencyrealty.com

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

JUST LISTED 6/23/17

$180,000

$84,900

$115,000

HOUSE AND 11 +/- ACRES

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

NEW LISTING ~ $191,000

79.5 +/- ACRES

NEW LISTING ~ $100,000

TARTAN PINES ~ $219,900!!

$178,000

JUDY DUNN

334-301-5656

SHAWN REEVES

334-475-6405

Your Home Search is in

Good Hands with our

POWER

PRODUCERS

of the month!
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Armywide

ABERDEEN PROV-
ING GROUND, Md. — 
Racing across the sky, 
military drones are pro-
tected by a massive net 
spanning nearly the length 
of two football fields. 

Army researchers in-
stalled about a ton of net-
ting across four 107-foot 
towers and created a fully 
enclosed research facility 
that protects people, re-
sources and the environ-
ment, while providing a 
safe space for testing un-
manned aircraft systems. 
The new netted facility 
is 220 feet-squared and 
is 107 feet high, accord-

ing to Tim Burcham, from 
the U.S. Army Research 
Laboratory’s Sensor’s and 
Electron Devices Direc-
torate.

The larger outdoor facil-
ity towers over a smaller 
one – 60 feet-squared and 
20 feet high. The two ar-
eas provide researchers 
with a safe zone that cost 
the government less than 
$75,000 total.

Both facilities meet the 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration’s requirements 
for testing UASs in a con-
trolled airspace environ-
ment, he said.

“The purpose of this 
facility is to meet the 
research needs for un-
manned, remotely piloted 
vehicles, systems, compo-

nent upgrades and coun-
ter system research and 
development,” Burcham 
said. “This includes the 
detection and defeat of 
threat assets.”

Burcham is the “idea 
man” behind the new fa-
cility, according to Eric 
Adler, his branch chief.

“We wanted a facility 
where we could safely fly 
our sensors on small UAS 
platforms,” Adler said. 
“I’m in the sensors busi-
ness, and this is a good 
facility to help us test in 
a safe and controlled air-
space environment.”

Burcham said the labo-
ratory is in the forefront of 
technological advances to 
embrace both sides of the 
UAS race and has aggres-

sively pursued better ways 
to leverage theoretical 
ideas into workable appli-
cations. 

He added that the nets 
are lowered during non-
duty hours to ensure the 
safety of wildlife, spe-
cifically birds, and raised 
within a minute to begin 
testing operations.

Timothy Vong from 
ARL’s Weapons and Ma-
terials Research Director-
ate is a frequent user of the 
facility.

“This facility enables us 
to rapidly perform research 
safely as we push the en-
velope to understand how 
autonomous drones can 
help Soldiers on the future 
battlefield,” he said. 

The facility is available 
to all researchers who are 
testing UASs, to include 
other services, universities 
and industry. 

Thomas B. Apker, an 
aerospace engineer at the 
U.S. Naval Research Lab-
oratory has used the site 
and said it has been very 
helpful and fills a key gap 
between indoor range tests 
and unrestrained outdoor 
flights.

“This is an excellent fa-
cility,” Apker said. “The 
combination of the big and 
small nets allows simulta-
neous training, or tuning 
of new pilots and vehicles. 
That doubles the produc-
tivity of a flight test.”

CINCU, Romania — Soldiers from 
the 1st Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment, 
12th Combat Aviation Brigade, completed 
their part in Noble Jump 17 June 14 after 
two weeks of Aviation support at Cincu 
Training Area. 

Noble Jump 17 is an exercise designed 
to test the core elements of NATO’s 
Readiness Action Plan by a rapid deploy-
ment of the Very High Readiness Joint 
Task Force. 

During their two weeks in Romania, 
the Aviation Task Force from the 12th 
CAB flew over 180 flight hours and trans-
ported 1,240 NATO Soldiers in support of 
the VJTF. The missions included landing 
zone and pick up zone reconnaissance, 
close air support, close combat attack, air 
assault and air movements. 

Soldiers from British Army’s 20th Ar-
moured Infantry Brigade and Grenadier 
Guards, Polish soldiers from 10th Mecha-
nized Battalion “Dragons,” and Dutch 
Marines from the 11th Raiding Squadron, 

worked extensively with the two CH-47 
Chinook helicopters from B Company, 
1-214th Avn. Regt. to improve NATO in-
teroperability during air assault missions.

Several AH-64 Apache pilots trained 
and embedded with the Romanian Air 
Defense Artillery platoon as opposing 
force soldiers during a movement to con-
tact and air assault operations. This inter-
action provided the pilots with firsthand 
knowledge of how ADA soldiers locate 
and attempt to shoot down attack Avia-
tion.

On the maintenance side of the exercise, 
the Soldiers from E Co. delivered over 
32,500 pounds of fuel and loaded 2,200 
rounds of 30mm ammunition. The com-
pany also conducted routine and complex 
maintenance on the AH-64s and CH-47s 
during the field conditions. 

The movement of the 1-3rd Avn. Regt., 
from Katterbach, Germany, to Cincu in 
less than five days proved to NATO Al-
lies and partner nations that the 12th CAB 
can self-deploy across Europe in an ex-
peditious manner. The trip covered over A Soldier from B Co., 1-214th Avn. Regt., 12th CAB, directs soldiers from the British army 20th Armoured 

Infantry Brigade onto a CH-47 Chinook during an air assault mission for Exercise Noble Jump 17 at the 
Cincua Training Area, Romania, June 11.

PHOTO BY CAPT. JAYMON BELL

By Capt. Jaymon Bell
12th Combat Aviation Brigade
Public Affairs

NOBLE JUMP

FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. — Soldiers from the 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air 
Assault) and pilots from the 101st Combat Aviation 
Brigade became the first Soldiers in the operational 
Army to sling load the Tactical Command Node-
Light. 

The training was done in mid-June in preparation 
for the brigade’s upcoming rotation as part of the 
Network Integration Exercise at Fort Bliss, Texas, in 
July, said Master Sgt. Jarrod Gozy, support operations 
NCO in charge, 526th Brigade Support Battalion, 2nd 
BCT, 101st Airborne. 

At NIE, the 2nd BCT will validate new systems that 
will be fielded to the Army for future mission sets, he 
added.

“The purpose of the training was to validate the 
TCN-Light in preparation for the sling load testing 
of the system at NIE,” Gozy said. “Sling loading the 
TCN-Light under field conditions is one of our vali-
dation tasks. This is the first time the system has been 
sling loaded by a warfighter – we’re out here to ensure 
our techniques for transporting the system make op-
erational and tactical sense.”

The TCN provides satellite and line-of-sight net-
work connectivity, both on-the-move in a convoy, at 
the quick halt and to the stationary command post, 
enabling mission command and advanced commu-
nications as part of the Warfighter Information Net-
work-Tactical. WIN-T enables mission command, 
communications and situational awareness through 
its systems.

Great care was taken to ensure that the rigging of 
the vehicle was done correctly. All personnel who 
rigged and inspected the load were given advanced 
training and Pathfinders from the Sabalauski Air As-
sault School, where Soldiers throughout the 101st 
Airborne Division come to learn the basics of air as-
sault operations, were also present. 

“This training was done with personnel who gradu-
ated our recent sling load master qualification course,” 
said Gozy. “The pilots who flew today are also the 

Army researchers at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., created a fully enclosed research facility that 
protects people, resources and the environment, and provides a safe space for testing UAS. 

PHOTO BY DAVID MCNALLY

101st CAV 1st 
to sling load 
Tactical 
Command 
Node-Light

SEE 12TH CAB, PAGE B4

12th CAB brings Army Aviation to task force

A CH-47 Chinook with Task Force Flying Dragons flies near Mazar-e-Sharif, Afghanistan, June 9. The Flying Dragons provide Aviation 
support to U.S. Forces Afghanistan as part of Operation Freedom’s Sentinel.

PHOTO BY CAPT. BRIAN HARRIS

FREEDOM’S SENTINEL

By 1st Lt. Daniel Johnson
For Army News Service

Army facility nets momentum in UAS research

SEE 101ST CAV, PAGE B4

By Joyce M. Conant
U.S. Army Research 
Laboratory Public Affairs

Soldiers from the 2nd BCT, 101st Airborne Division (Air As-
sault), move from under a CH-47 Chinook after successfully 
hooking up the Tactical Control Node-Light.

PHOTO BY SGT. BRADFORD ALEX



ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

YARD & ESTATE SALES

MERCHANDISE

HEALTH PRODUCTS

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION,TRAINING & LIBRARY

GENERAL

GENERAL

RESTAURANT & FOOD SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

WATERFRONT

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

MOBILE & MANUFACTURED HOMES WANTED

RECREATION

ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

!.",,02034,
(%%-' %-&+)/%% * (1##' &&)+$//&

Buy It!

Sell It!

Find It!

ATTENTION HOME BUILDERS,
CARPENTERS, WOODSMITHS

& DIY CRAFTERS!

Selling Rustic Hard Pine from
Ander’s Livery Stable in
Blountstown Florida!

Wood cut from 200-300 year old trees
in the 1930’s from St. Vincent Island

off Apalachicola, Florida.
∂ 2x6x20’ Rafters ∂ 6x6x30’ Beams
∂ 1x6x12’ Boards ∂ 1x6x14’ Boards

Call Jim Anders 850-865-8585

ESTATE SALE - 60 HOLT LANE, DALEVILLE
∂ Friday 30th - Sunday 2nd (8am-2pm)
∂ Friday 7th - Sunday 9th (8am-2pm)

Antiques, albums, books, clothing, display
cabinets, electronics, furniture, tools,
camping & fishing, appliances, H/H, etc.

SORRY NO CHILDREN OR BABY STROLLERS.
CALL 334-503-4418 OR 334-503-9308

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

DR Fields pull behind field & brush mower 17
HP Kawaskai engine & extra heavy duty frame.
Will cut trees up to 3" $2500. Hammond Organ
everything works, $1500. 334-899-5446.

Enterprise Meadowlawn Cemetery Plots,
Lot 289, spaces 1&2, section 7 under cross,
2 vaults, granite marker with vase $8,000.

904-303-9095

û CKC Reg. 4 Pomeranian, 4 Yorkies Puppies.
Shots & Wormed, READY NOW
334-805-9076 or 334-796-4225.

APLIN FARMS
Open Mon.-Sat. 7-6
U-PICK PRODUCE

Tomatoes, Peppers, Sweet
Corn, Squash, Cucumbers,
Peas, Eggplant and more.
CALL 334-792-6362

FRESH SWEET CORN
May 15th - November 20th
GREEN CIRCLES FARM

233 Cooler Rd, Bainbridge , GA
229-246-1724

Yellow, White and Bi-Color
Varieties Available Market Price

Hendrix Farm Produce
U-Pick or We-Pick
Slocomb Tomatoes

Mon. - Sat. 8-6
(we accept s.n.a.p)

Hwy. 52 Slocomb
334-726-7646

Julian Aplin
U Pick Tomatoes &
Ready Cut Okra
Call 334-792-4775

Serving the Community for 25+ Yrs
Jackson Farms - Grand Ridge, FL

U-Pick Tomatoes, Pepper & More
Bring your own bucket! 7 days a week.
r Call 850-592-5579 q

SNELL FARMS
SHELLING PLANT

∂ Shelled Peas ∂ Butterbeans ∂ Okra
∂ Peaches ∂ Boiled Peanuts ∂ Sweet Corn
∂ Tomatoes ∂ Cucumbers ∂Watermelon

∂ Snap Beans ∂ Green Peanuts ∂ Local Honey
Ozark @ 2652 Hwy 231 S. (334)733-8289
snellfarms33@gmail.com

We accept EBT, MC, Visa & FMNP Vouchers.

U Pick or We Pick
Tomatoes 5 Ga. Buckets

and Field Corn
James Bedsole

334-886-2291 or 334-726-5895

CLOSED ON SUNDAY - We accept FMNP

2973 S. Co. Rd. 49 Slocomb
PLEASE CALL AHEAD

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small

Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber

334-389-2003

ù HUNTING LAND WANTED ù
Father and Daughter Seeking
Land/Farm Lease for

Deer and Turkey Hunting .
703-969-9753 or 334-671-4147

Immediate need for Aviation Adjunct
Instructors and Substitutes!

Aviation Maintenance Technology
1. Associate’s degree or equivalent.

2. Six years of full time work experience
in aviation maintenance and repair.
3. FAA Airframe and Powerplant (A&P)

mechanic certification.

Avionics Technology
1. Associate’s degree or equivalent.

2. Six years of full time work experience
in avionics or closely related field.

3. FCC General Radiotelephone certificate
or able to obtain certificate within one

year of employment.

Apply Online Today!
www.escc.edu

Enterprise State Community College is an EOE

NEWSPAPER
CARRIER

Mature, Dependable
Business-Minded

WORK CLOSE TO HOME

Be Your Own Boss
Working Nights

COME BY TODAY TO
SIGN YOUR BID!!

Enterprise Ledger
1110 Boll Weevil Cir . Suite D

Enterprise, AL

Must have dependable transportation,
minimum liability insurance and

valid driver’s license.

NOW HIRING
Direct Support Professionals
needed in Enterprise, AL, to
provide care to adults who have
a developmental disability.
$100 Bonus after completion
of probationary period.

Please visit www.voase.org
for information and online
application instructions.

EOE/Drug Free Workplace/E-Verify.

Recovery Agent

Needed for local
repossession company.
Clean drivers license

required.

Must be 27 yrs of age.

To schedule an
appointment

Call 334-671-1170.

NOW HIRING

Team Members &
Shift Managers

Starting Pay: $8.30 - $9.50 HR

APPLY IN PERSON
Dothan 2794 RCC or 1074 RCC
Daleville 25 S. Daleville Ave.
Enterprise 901 East Lee St.

CALL DONALD 334-805-4070

2-10 acre tract and 4½ acre track
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

3.1 acres in subdivision
located near ST. Mary Church Rd.,

Horse/Cows ok. Cesspool, deep well on
00 Haystack Rd. in Cottonwood

û Ready to Build. $18,000 541-805-4544

70 +/- Acres, with 11 year old planted pines,
3-4 yrs from thinning, 3 mi. South of Geneva
on Rum Rd. in Holmes Co. Florida. $129,500
More Info at Holmes Co. Property Appraiser
http://www.qpublic.net/fl/holmes/
Search - Walton Woodland Lands LLC
Call 850-865-8585

Blakely area: 70 +- acre farm , beautiful crop-
land mixed with timber. Long frontage on
Hwy. 39 & White Chandler Rd. Great for home
sites, pasture or farming. $2200 per acre.
293 acre irrigated farm , High quality crop
land, 2 pivots, beautiful timber, great hunting
Contact Allied Land & Timber 1-800-590-6439

FSBO: 26 acres 7179 Shady Grove Rd.
Grand Ridge, FL. Has pole barn, well &

electric. Assumable loan at 5%, less than 10
yrs. left on 15 yr. note. Pay 38,000 equity.
Family Health Issues need to sale.

Call: 850-573-2145.

Beautiful home 3.9
Acres 3BR/3BA, 2120
SF. Newly renovated
interior, new stainless
and black appliances,

new carpet & laminate flooring throughout.
Greatroom with fireplace, split level w/3rd
BR and full bath at opposite end of home. LR
with built-in shelving. 2 stocked fish ponds.
$218,995. Up to 6K closing cost for full offer.
For more info. 832-452-7555

Enjoy the relaxing atmosphere in this
3BR/3BA, 2120 SF home nestled on 3.9 ACRES!
Newly renovated interior, new stainless & black
appliances, new carpet & laminate flooring

throughout. Inviting Greatroom w/FP, split level
w/3rd BR & full bath at opposite end of home. LR
w/built-in shelving. 2 stocked ponds. $218,995.
Up to 6K closing cost for full offer. 832-452-7555

GREAT PLACE TO LIVE
r 334-678-8961

Houses 2, 3, & 4BR, Dbl. & Single Wide
(Rental or Owner Financing)

Rehobeth/Wicksburg/Hartford/Slocomb

Highlands FSBO. 3,000 SF 4 BR 2.5 bath.
Saltwater pool and great tropical setting with
fruit trees. Too many amenities and upgrades

to list. Brochures in sign box at
205 Stonehaven Ct. $376,000.

Call 334-333-5646 for appointment. No agents.

Large 1.74 acre Lot
White Oak Creek - Eufaula
160 ft. water front, water, power & septic
tank, currently set up for camper,
has 2-decks, no boat dock

ONLY $95,000 334-798-0040

HEADLAND AREA
3BR/2BA Dbl. Wide - newly remodeled

Home & Land package
Owner Financing / Can lease to own.
$59,900 OBO Call: 386-312-6363

rWill pay top dollar
for used

$$$ MOBILE HOMES $$$
334-685-0889

Club Car Gas Engine 2008
Precedent: Color Black,
Lambswool seat covers,
golf club rain awning,
Club Car Cooler and
Sand Container, Chrome
wheels, New windshield.

Prefessionally serviced each spring and fall.
Garaged after each use.
$$3,500 334-301-8200

2011 Godfrey Pontoon Boat , Sweetwater Series
model 2086FC, 20ft, with 2011 4 stroke yamaha
60 HP motor, cover & trailer included $13,500
Call 334-805-3707

2015 Heartland Wilderness
Travel Trailer , Excellent condi-
tion, 1 owner: 3 slides (living,
kitchen & master closet),
power awning & slides, sleeps

6, 2 recliners, raise & lower TV console in living,
master br. w/TV, pantry, microwave, oven &
fridge. $24,000 MUST PICK UP! 334-805-0120.

Montana 2015 5th Wheel , 6 slides, like new,
sleeps 6. Asking $45,000 Call 334-677-3759

Tiffin Allegro 2014 32
CA Open Road: Ford 22K
Chassis (26K GCWR)
equipped with V10
(3-Value) Engine (362 HP),
five (5) speed TorqShift
Automatic Transmission

w/Overdrive w/Tow Haul. Original owner, non-
smokers, no pets, super clean, maintained
under shelter when not in-use; comes with
transferable RV service warranty contract.
Mileage: 17K. Special features & optional
equipment can be viewed on RVT.com Ad#
7454372. Price reduced to: $93,500. For more
information call 334-790-3842

Bounder by Fleetwood 2004 36S: Ford V10, 58000
miles, 2 Slides, Automatic leveling system, Rear
camera, Onan Generator 5500, 2 flat screen TVs
$36,000. 334-718-0113/0114

Crossroad RV 2008 Sunset Trail , 28 ft., excellent
condition, new tires, need to see to appreciate.
$15,000. 334-795-3354.

Dodge 1965 D100 Pickup , slant 6-225 engine
original drive train, Collector used vehicle,
Good exterior, excellent interior condition
48,000 miles, Appraised value $22,500.
Call or text Oscar (334) 791-1356
serious inquiries only.

Ford 1970 Mustang , 6 cyl engine original drive
train, One owner collector vehicle, Excellent
Condition, 150,000 miles, Appraised value
$20,000 Call or text Oscar at (334) 791-1356 se-
rious inquiries only.

Chevrolet 1988 Corvette , convertible, rebuilt
engine and transmissions, neew tires, brakes
and rotors, needs minor work $6,100 OBO
Call 334-794-5780

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

CTS Cadillac 2005 , Large
engine, black in color,
155k miles, sunroof, tan
leather interior, Michelin

tires, asking $6,000. Call 229-723-3192.
Blakely Ga. Leave Messge

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Honda 2015 Accord Sport:
27,5K miles/ 36k warranty,
NADA $18,2K Bluetooth,
Tint, Titled. Works Great!
Serious inquires only.
Dothan
$17,900 334-405-0747

Honda 2016 Accord, white with black interior, 4
door, fully equiped, tranferable warranty, less
than 1000 miles $25,000 Call 334-693-9705

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundai 2014 Elantra Lim-
ited, loaded, sun roof,
leather, navigation, 66,000
miles, 1 owner, $12,200.
Call 334-790-7959.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

Nissan Altima 2013 , 47K miles. all electric,
sunnroof, rear AC, $12500. 334-596-9966.

Volvo 260, 1981 132K miles, cold AC, mint
condition, garage kept. $1995. 334-792-8018.
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BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

FLOORING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

LAWN SERVICES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT & REPAIR

PAINTING

POOLS, SPAS & RELATED

POWER WASHING

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICE

Place your ad in our

Sales & Service
Directory

and grow your business!!!

Complete CareGivers

In Home Elder Care Service
Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

In-Home Companion
care, Overnight
Sitting, Cooking,
Housekeeping and
Transportation

Markita 334-596-6374 Licensed & Bonded

POOLE CONSTRUCTION
û û û

Asphalt Paving Concrete Paving

Driveways Parking Lots
Access Roads Building Slabs
Side Walks Curbs
Backhoe Work Dozer Work
Dump Truck Fill Dirt

Any & All Asphalt & Concrete Needs

Call 334-492-2235
255 Murray Rd. Dothan, AL

Roy Poole Brent Poole
Estimator Owner

MORRISON Bush Hogging

$45. per hr. 2 hr. min.
334-200-5297

Licensed and Insured
û 4 Years Cutting In

The Wiregrass!

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE
• Home • Church • Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

BEST SERVICE! BEST PRICE!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Diane’s
Cleaning
Service

Let our Team Clean so you don’t have to
11 years experience

û weekly or bi-weekly û Reasonable rates
û References at your request.

Call for FREE ESTIMATES
334-405-1289

Computer & Laptop Repair
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified

Dothanpc.com (Mon-Sat)

2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South

334-828-1621 334-596-3250

ùE & O ù Construction
CONCRETE WORK
& BUSH HOGGING

specialize in driveways,
patios, slabs and more!

100 mi. radius of Hartford
Call Eddie 334-464-8245 * Licensed & Bonded

Myers Construction LLC

Professional Quality Concrete
& Block Service. Free Est . 150 mile
radius from Dothan 334-447-7853
jospehpamela@bellsouth.net

See us on facebook ( Joey Myers)
Milled Asphalt parking lots & driveways

SOUTHERN SITE WORKS, LLC
Grading ∑ Demolition ∑ Clearing ∑ Asphalt
Paving ∑ Concrete ∑ Ponds ∑ And More...

Extremely Talented, Diligent and
Courteous Crew. Licensed
û Residential & Commercial û

r 334-712-9704 r 334-726-3231

(334) 685-6039FREE
ESTIMATES

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can handle any
of your construction needs!

CONCRETE WORK
driveways • foundations • slabs • patios

MASONRY WORK
brick • block • stone

ADDITIONS, REMODELING
FRAMING

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Carpet Services

∂ Restretches
∂ Repairs

∂ Or Replacements

Call John Today
334-405-0493

Kenneth Paul
Concrete & Carpentry

∂ Steps ∂ Sidewalks ∂ Decks ∂ Etc
ANY HOME REPAIRS

Semi Retired

DISCOUNTED prices! Call 334-282-5206

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR

Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û Water
Proofing & Insurance Work
(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards

References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist

Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows

Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

MUSTARD SEED LANDSCAPING, LLC

Professional Landscape Design/Installation

ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer
Auburn University Graduate

*Irrigation Installation/Repair
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage
Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed@comcast.net

ALDRICH LAWN CARE
Free Est. Price matching with better quality
Mowing, Edging, Weed Eating & Leaves

r 334-678-9701 q
Licensed & Insured - Residential &
Commercial ( Year round service )

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.

r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC
"We Do More Than Cut Grass"

Commercial and Residential

∂ Fertilizer ∂ Lay Sod ∂ Minor Storm
Removal ∂ Leaf Removal
∂ Power Wash ∂ Vinyl Siding

(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-200-8851

FREE ESTIMATES -
Licensed & Bonded.

T& T Lawn Service LLC
’We walk by faith not by sight’

We specialize in: ∂ Flower beds ∂ Mulching
∂ Pine Straw ∂ Sodding ∂ Hedge Trimming
∂ Fertilizing ∂ Commercial & Residential

FREE ESTIMATES - CALL 334-718-3673

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service

∂ Tree Removal
∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work

∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

Wells Lawn
Mower

Taylor, AL. 334-702-9566
r We Buy, Sale & Trade Riding

Lawnmower Service, Parts new & used

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
† Interior † Exterior
† Pressure Washing
Free Estimates!

Specilize in Garage Floors
No job too small!!

( Licensed & Insured )
r Call: 334-618-0134 q

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates ∂ 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

BAMA POOL SERVICES LLC
∂ Commercial & Residential Pools
∂ Salt System ∂ Pool Repair

∂ Vinyl Liner Installation & Repair
∂ Full Pool Service

Locally licensed, Owned & Insured

Call 334-797-6998

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof@ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!

FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available

rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649

Licensed & Insured

C L E A N -N- C L E A R
MILDEW & WINDOW CLEANING

Windows Cleaned Mildew Removed
• Inside & Out No Pressure Used!
• Screens • Siding • Roofs
Hand Washed • Eaves • Decks
• Window Seals • Brick
& Tracks Cleaned • Concrete, Etc.

• Insured • Professional • Courteous
• Free Estimates

Call Mark Morse 334-790-0625

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING

LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

∂ Roofing

∂ Eaves & Siding

∂ Drives, Etc.
Roof Cleaning
Involves

No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL

Free Estimates

We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"

For Repairs and Leaks
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com

r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Withstand Winds
Up To 140 MPH

NEUMANN CONSTRUCTION
AND METAL ROOFING

∂ Commercial & Residential
∂ Over 20 Years Experience
∂ Locally Owned & Operated

FREE ESTIMATE 7 DAYS A WEEK
û Call 334-701-5195 û

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A-1 Tree
Service

Licensed ∂ Bonded
Insured ∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation
Lawn Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing

Call for your FREE estimate!
334-400-4959

15% SPRING DISCOUNT! 30 years of Exp.
Accepting all major credit cards
Quality you can count on with people you
can trust for a price you can’t beat!

MOTORCYCLES MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

SPORT UTILITY

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

Easy Ways to
Increase Your Ad’s Results...

1. Use bold type

2. Use an Attractor

3. Start your ad with the item you are selling
or a benefit headline

4. Abbreviate as little as possible

5. Describe your item or job position in detail

6. Include the price of the item you are selling

7. Use white space, large type and graphics
to make your ad stand out and be
visually compelling

BMW, K100LT 1988 motorcycle , in good cond.,
2 helmets, battery charger, new tires. $1650.
334-687-5636.

Harley Davidson Ultra
Classic Electra Glide 1999
FLHTCUI: Showroom
Condition, Fully loaded,
47,000 miles, Twin cam 88
1450cc motor $7,000 334-
618-9884

Harley Davidson 2012 Fat
Boy: 7500 miles, great
condition, midnight blue
and silver paint, polished
aluminum billet wheels.
$11,500.00 334-618-1691

Yamaha 2006 V-Star 1100 , 4200 miles, saddle
bags, helmets, red with silver flames, great
shape, ready to ride $3595 Call 334-794-9082 or
334-790-6595

FSBO: Ford Expedition 1997 XLT 5.4 engine,
tow package, black in color, 165K miles,
excellent condition. $5000. 334-792-4554.

Mercury 2003 Mountain-
eer Premier, loaded, 3rd
seat, rear air, entertain-
ment, sunroof, 1 owner,
85,000 miles, $5995. Call

334-790-7959.

Toyota 2015 Tacoma Prerunner, TRD Off Road
Package, black, V6, 34k miles, very clean, fac-
tory warranty, free oil changes, road hazard
up 65k miles $28,000 Call 334-791-0657

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.

Call Jim 334-379-4953
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same ones that will be with us 
at NIE, so this is really helpful 
in building those work relation-
ships.”

As the U.S. Army’s only air as-
sault division, the 101st is trained 
and equipped to conduct opera-
tions to rapidly move around the 
battlefield. The TCN-Light was 
designed to be used by light infan-
try and rapidly deployable units. 
It was originally developed on 
the 5-ton family of medium tacti-
cal vehicles. Light versions of the 
system are integrated onto Hum-
vees, which can be sling loaded 
from a helicopter for significantly 
increased agility and operational 
flexibility.

During the 2nd BCT’s recent 
deployment to Iraq in support of 
Operation Inherent Resolve, Sol-
diers were required to set up ex-
peditious locations and conduct 
operations in support of the Iraqi 
Security Forces that pushed the 
limits of their mission command 
systems. 

In one operation, Soldiers from 
2nd BCT’s artillery unit con-
ducted an air assault operation 
into new firing position in order 

to provide more accurate fire sup-
port. Inserting their personnel, ve-
hicles and artillery pieces by uti-
lizing Aviation rotary assets and 
dropping them into position, the 
unit set up a fully functional fire 

base in the night without alert-
ing the enemy. The TCN-Light’s 
purpose is to further enhance the 
capabilities of Soldiers on those 
types of missions.

“The ability to move the com-

munications platform anywhere 
on the battlefield gives us greater 
reach back for our Soldiers and 
prevents us from culminating be-
cause we’re out running our com-
munications capabilities,” said 

Gozy. “In our recent deployment 
to Iraq when we were building 
tactical assembly areas and posi-
tion areas for artillery, one of the 
issues was communication reach 
back. With this TCN-Light, how-
ever, we can sling load it as part of 
the tactical action center or initial 
set up of a PAA/TAA and have 
full functionality. With the old 
TCN, we’re limited in our mobil-
ity and where we can choose our 
mission command nodes to be.”

Other Soldiers who tested the 
equipment were also impressed 
by the new system. The impor-
tance of having a communica-
tions node that could be taken 
anywhere, anytime, wasn’t lost 
on them.

“This definitely brings more 
versatility to our fighting force,” 
said Staff Sgt. Arik Browning, a 
signal Soldier with 1st Battalion, 
26th Infantry Regiment, 2nd BCT, 
101st Airborne. “This [system] 
gives us more range and lethality 
since we can now transport it over 
terrain that the larger TCN system 
couldn’t get through. The TCN is 
an integral part of the tactical op-
erations center; if we can put this 
anywhere, we can put the TOC 
anywhere.”
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Continued from Page B1

12th CAB

Three AH-64 Apaches from 1-3rd Avn. Regt., 12th CAB engage range targets during the Noble Jump 17 culmination live-fire event June 14. 

PHOTO BY JASPER VEROLME

Continued from Page B1

101st CAV

1,700 road kilometers and 
over 28 hours of total driv-
ing time.

The 1-3rd Avn. Regt. has 
been an integral part of the 
VJTF since its inception in 
2014. The VJTF is the land 
component of NATO’s en-
hanced NATO Response 
Force, and is designed to 
enhance the alliance’s col-
lective defense and ensure 
that NATO has the right 
forces in the right place at 
the right time.

A CH-47 Chinook from the 101st CAB sling loads the Tactical Control Node-Light at Fort Campbell, Ky., Jun. 15. 

PHOTO BY SGT. BRADFORD ALEX



In the heart of the Wiregrass, Dothan of-
fers a couple of family-oriented attractions 
for those wanting to explore and learn more 
about the local community.  

And military members and their families 
can enjoy both Landmark Park and the Do-
than Area Botanical Gardens for free.

LANDMARK PARK 
Landmark Park offers a unique experi-

ence for those wanting to learn more about 
the Wiregrass region and its heritage. Laura 
Stakelum, park public relations director, 
said that Landmark Park and its programs 
are “a great way to learn about the area.” 

Stakelum described the park as a 135-
acre lot that features an 1890s Wiregrass 
farmstead, farm animals, playground and 
planetarium. 

According to the park website, the his-
torical farmstead comes complete with an 
old farmhouse, syrup shed, cane mill and 
smokehouse. The park also features nature 
trails, a one-room schoolhouse, drugstore 
and soda fountain, gift shop and picnic 
area.  

Members of the military community are 
welcome to take advantage of free admis-
sion. “[The park] participates in the Blue 
Star Museum program,” said Stakelum, 
“which means active-duty military and up 
to five family members can receive free ad-
mission to the park between Memorial Day 
and Labor Day.” Regular admission prices 
are $4 for adults ages 13 and up, $3 for chil-
dren ages 3-12, and children 2 and under are 

free of charge. 
Stakelum says the park offers many pub-

lic events during the year, such as Music by 
Moonlight, the park’s concert series. Visi-
tors are encouraged to “bring a picnic and 
enjoy the music.” Additionally, a children’s 
educational movie night and an Animal Ad-
ventures program are offered weekly during 
the summer months. A schedule of upcom-
ing events can be found online. 

Landmark Park is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mondays-Saturdays and noon to 6 p.m. on 
Sundays.

For more information on Landmark Park, 
visit www.landmarkparkdothan.com or call 
334-794-3452.

Dothan Area Botanical Gardens:
The Dothan Area Botanical Gardens, lo-

cated off U.S. Highway 431, offer scenic 

displays and educational opportunities for 
the community. “All types of gardens are 
available for people to see,” said Paul An-
geloff,  DABG board of directors member. 
“There’s something to suit everybody’s in-
terest.” 

According to the gardens’ website, the 
Botanical Gardens feature 25 unique garden 
areas, which display a wide range of region-
al and non-regional plant life. A few of the 
offered areas include the butterfly garden, 
succulent garden, meditation garden and 
tropical house. 

For families with children, Angeloff 
added that the gardens have recently com-
pleted the Children’s Jungle Garden, which 
has been very popular so far. A map of the 
gardens can be found online. 

When it comes to admission, Angeloff 
said, “There is no cost, but donation boxes 

are placed in the gardens, so if you enjoy 
your visit, you can donate”.

The gardens offer several events through-
out the year, such as Scarecrows in the Gar-
dens, the garden’s annual scarecrow compe-
tition. Individuals, families and groups are 
invited to build a scarecrow for entry into 
the competition, or to simply visit the park 
during the month of October and see the 
entries on display. The gardens host several 
scarecrow building workshops in August. 
There is a $20 entry fee for the scarecrow 
contest, but the workshop is free to attend. 

A current calendar of events can be found 
online. The gardens are open seven days a 
week from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. CDT and 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. CST. 

For more information on the Dothan Area 
Botanical Gardens, visit www.dabg.com or 
call 334-793-3224.
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Community
NOT 
FORGOTTEN
Team works to bring 
WWI MIAs home

Story on Page C3

Heather Dunton, Military Child Education Coalition Parent to Parent program, ex-
plains the activities to the children.

By Alysia Spivey
Public Affairs Intern

Park, botanical gardens serve up family fun

A playground at Landmark Park.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Fort Rucker Center 
Library’s Summer Reading 
Program is well under way, and 
one way the library is encouraging 
kids to get out and read is through 
activities that engage their 
critical-thinking skills.

The library hosted its Mad Sci-
entist Workshop: Speedometry 
June 22 as part of the Summer 
Reading Program where children 
were able to get some hands-on 
learning through interaction and 
experimentation, according to 
Heather Dunton, Military Child 
Education Coalition Parent to 
Parent program.

“This is learning through play,” 
she said. “We want [the children] 
to really play and we want the 
parents to be hands off to help 
them learn.”

During the workshop, the ac-
tivity was intended to provide the 
children with a way to practice 
science, math and engineering 
through play with race cars and 
tracks. The children were split 
into groups, and each group was 
provided a set amount of tracks, 
clamps and cars. Working togeth-
er, they had to experiment with 
different challenges and come up 
with their own conclusions.

The first challenge included 
figuring out how far their cars 
could travel by adjusting how 
high they set their tracks up, said 
Dunton. They were able to use 

their environment, such as desks, 
books, tables and chairs to set up 
their tracks.

For the next challenge, they 
had to see how their cars would 
interact with an obstacle that was 
placed on their track, and then 
they were to document what hap-
pened when their cars encoun-
tered the obstacle and why.

The final challenge had the 
children experimenting with dif-
ferent weights of the cars, and 
how that affected the outcome of 
how fast and far the cars would 
travel. They were allowed to add 
as much weight to their cars as 
they wanted to, so they could see 
how it changed the behavior of 
their cars, Dunton said.

Natasha Carter, military 
spouse, and her daughter, Pen-
ny, stumbled upon the event by 
chance. Carter said the event was 
a good way to get children learn-
ing in a way they might not usu-
ally think of.

“I think this is a great way for 
them to learn,” she said. “I tend 
to be [very hands on], and want 
to jump in and do things for my 
daughter, so I had to remind 
myself to step back and let her 
learn.

“It was really neat to see her 
do that and jump into it with 
other kids, and get the chance to 
interact and learn while having 
fun,” she said. “We were look-
ing for something fun to do, so 
we stopped by the library and 
I’m glad we did. I think this was 

a great interactive activity for 
the kids, and my daughter had a 
blast.”

Events like the Mad Scientist 
Workshop are meant to get chil-
dren into the library and inter-
acting as a way to participate in 
the Summer Reading Program, 
which is an incentive program 
designed to keep kids reading 
throughout the summer to help 
retain their skills while they are 
out of school, said Cameron Hill, 
Fort Rucker Center Library youth 
librarian.

This year’s program theme 
is Reading by Design, which is 
why children are getting to take 
part in activities with a hands-on 
approach, all as a way to get kids 
engaged and keep learning on 
their minds, said Hill

“[For the program] there is no 
requirement on what they must 
read,” she said. “As long as they 
are reading, they can read what-
ever keeps them going and keeps 
them motivated.”

The more children read, the 
more chances they have at win-
ning prizes, and parents must 
keep track of how long their chil-
dren are reading and record the 
times. All who wish to partici-
pate must be registered and all 
times must be recorded online.

Participants can register and 
log times at https://ftruckercen-
terlibrary.beanstack.org.

After children are registered, 
they can begin logging in their 
minutes for prizes.

Additional events will be held 
throughout the summer at the 
center library. The events in-
clude:

Animal Tales: Animal Archi-• 
tects, today from 10-11 a.m.;
Take the LEGO Challenge, • 
July 6 from 1-2 p.m.;
All-Day Anime, July 12, all • 

day; and
Makey Lab, July 18 from 1-2 • 
p.m.

The program will end with an 
awards ceremony July 28 at 3 
p.m. to award the top readers in 
each category.

For more information, call 
255-3885.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Maya Johnson, military family member, prepares to drop cars down the track as her friend, Penny Carter, military family 
member, keeps track of the time during the center library’s Mad Scientist Workshop: Speedometry June 22.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

Library seeks to motivate youth with program

MAD SCIENTIST WORKSHOP

Marcus Whiting, Livia Johnson, Ella Wilde and Jaden Whiting, all military family 
members, experiment with their cars and their track as they test the speed from 
varying heights.

Johnson and Carter watch a car go down the track.
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School Age Center Summer Camp
The Fort Rucker School Age Center hosts 

its summer camp through Aug. 4. Each 
week, the camp will have a new theme. Par-
ents will have the ability to pick and choose 
which weeks they would like their children 
to attend. Fees will be due the Friday be-
fore the start of each camp week and will 
be based on total family income. Food, field 
trips and all activities will be included in the 
weekly fees. All youth who attend must be 
enrolled in child and youth services. 

For more information, call 255-9108 or 
255-9638.

Mom & Me: Dad too! 
Army Community Service hosts its Mom 

& Me: Dad too! playgroup Mondays from 
9:30–11 a.m. at The Commons. The play-
group is for families with children ages birth 
to 3 years old. 

For more information, call 255-9647 or 
255-3359. 

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readiness 

Program hosts orientation sessions monthly 
in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, in 
the Army Community Service multipurpose 
room, with the next session July 6. People 
who attend will meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 
a.m. to fill out paperwork before going to 
the multipurpose room. The class will end 
at about 11:30 a.m. The sessions will inform 
people on the essentials of the program and 
provide job search tips, as well. Advance 
registration is required and attendance at a 
session is mandatory for participation in the 
program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Wild Adventures trip
The Fort Rucker Youth Center will host 

a day trip to Wild Adventures Theme Park 
in Valdosta, Georgia, July 8. Youth must be 
child and youth services members to partici-
pate – ages 14 and up. 

For membership information or to sign-
up for membership, call 255-9638 or 255-
2260.

Library summer craft
The Center Library will host a summer 

crafting session July 11 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
for children ages 3-11. Light refreshments 
will be served. Space is limited to the first 
40 children to register. The event will be 
open to authorized patrons and be Excep-
tional Family Member Program friendly.

For more information or to register, visit 
the library or call 255-3885.

Care team training 
Army Community Service will be hold 

a care team training session July 12 from 
8:30-11:30 a.m. in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. 
As care team members, volunteers perform 
a valuable role to families of fallen and in-
jured Soldiers, according to ACS officials. 
The training is given to people interested in 
being care team volunteers. It is designed to 
give an understanding of care team volun-
teers’ responsibilities and offers guidance 
on how to handle issues they are likely to 
face. 

For more information, call 255-9578.

Coupon clippers
The Center Library will hold a coupon 

clip and swap July 12 from noon to 1 p.m. 
People are welcome to bring their coupons, 
swap with others and learn the how to get 
the best deals on their next shopping trip. 
Coupon clippers is open to authorized pa-
trons ages 13 and older. The event is Excep-
tional Family Member Program friendly. 

For more information or to register, stop 
by the library or call 255-3885.

Federal jobs workshop
Army Community Service will host its 

federal job workshop July 13 from 8 a.m. to 
noon in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. The workshop 
is aimed at getting people the information 
they need to increase their federal employ-
ment possibilities. Participants will receive 
a free copy of Kathryn Troutman’s “Job-
seeker’s Guide (7th Edition).” Registration 
is required two days prior to the workshop. 
Space is limited to the first 60 people to reg-
ister and the workshop is open to authorized 
patrons only. 

For more information or to register, call 
255-2594.

Resilience workshop
Army Community Service will host its 

resiliency training workshop July 13 from 
9-11:30 a.m. in Bldg. 5700, Rm.350. People 

need to register by July 11. Resilience train-
ing is designed to provide family members 
and civilians with tools to better cope with 
and overcome adversity and challenges, as 
well as perform better in stressful situations, 
according to ACS officials. The July work-
shop will emphasize problem solving, put-
ting it in perspective and mental games. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-3735.

Summer outdoor yard sale
Fort Rucker will host its summer outdoor 

yard sale July 15 from 7-11 a.m. on the fes-
tival fields. The outdoor event provides the 
opportunity for the Fort Rucker community 
to buy and sell used household items in a 
consolidated fashion, according to organiz-
ers. No commercial vendors will be allowed 
without a contract – contact special events 
at 255-1749 for details and fees. The sale 
will be open to the public. Booth cost for ID 
card holders – active-duty and retired mili-
tary, family members, reserve component 
members and Department of Defense civil-
ians, DOD civilians – is 15x20, $25; 30x20, 
$35; and tables, $10 each. Cost for the gen-
eral public is 15x20, $35; 30x20, $45; and 
tables, $10 each. Registration is due by July 
12. People can register as a seller at MWR 
Central by calling 255-2997. 

For more information on the event, call 
255-1749 or 255-9810. 

Blended Retirement System Seminar
The Army Community Service Financial 

Readiness Program will present a Blended 
Retirement System Seminar from 6-7 p.m. 
July 18 in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 282. The seminar will be a dis-
cussion of the significant changes to the cur-
rent military retirement system, including 
how retirement pay will be calculated, con-
tinuation pay and the Thrift Savings Plan 
with matching government contributions, 
according to ACS officials. This discussion 
will be facilitated by ACS accredited finan-
cial counselors. Pre-registration is required 
by July 17. Free childcare will be available 
with registration. 

For more information and to register, call 
255-3765 or 255-9631.

Move, Groove, Read! Baby Lapsit
Center Library will host Move, Groove, 

Read! Baby Lapsit – its program designed 
especially for babies aged 0-18 months and 
their grown-ups – July 18 from 11:15 a.m. 
to noon.  The interactive program asks par-
ents and their babies to sing songs, do fin-
ger-plays, and enjoy books and baby games 
together – all intended to help little ones 
discover words and language, according to 
library officials. The event will be open to 
authorized patrons and be Exceptional Fam-
ily Member Program friendly.

For more information, visit the library or 
call 255-3885. 

Book clubs
The Center Library hosts a book club for 

adults the third Tuesday of each month from 
5-6 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. 

The Center Library hosts a book club for 
teens the third Thursday of each month from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served. 

Both clubs are open to authorized patrons. 
For more information, call 255-3885.

Teen Babysitter’s Course
The Fort Rucker Youth Center will host 

a teen babysitters course July 20 from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the facility on Seventh 
Avenue and Division Road, Bldg. 2800. The 
course is limited to 14 participants, ages 

13-18.  Participant must be registered with 
child and youth services, and also bring a 
snack and lunch. Permission forms must be 
signed by a parent for the child abuse aware-
ness training, and also the release forms for 
the youth’s name to be placed on the CYS 
babysitter list. Youth must complete the 
one-day training to receive certification. The 
training course will cover: American Red 
Cross CPR and first aid training, home and 
fire safety training, basic childcare, feed-
ing, diaper changing and basic child abuse 
awareness training. 

To register, call 255-2260 or visit https://
webtrac.mwr.army.mil.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for June 29-July 1

TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
SPOTLIGHT

Thursday, June 29 Friday, June 30 Saturday, July 1 Sunday, July 2

CLOSEDCLOSED Transformers: The Last Knight (PG-13) 
..............................................4 & 7 p.m.

Cars 3 (PG) .....................................1 p.m.
Transformers (PG-13) .....................4 p.m.

Fort Rucker will host its Freedom Fest Friday from 4-10 p.m. at the festival fields. The event will feature one of the largest firework displays in the area, 
a children’s zone with inflatables, rides, games, and a variety of local and regional vendors, along with static aircraft displays. The Army’s Maneuver 
Center of Excellence Fort Rucker Detachment Band will provide musical entertainment throughout the evening with a Patriotic Concert starting at 7 p.m. 
Admission to the event is free and it is open to the public. People who attend need to have a gate access pass – visitor control centers will not be open 
the day of the event. Prohibited items include coolers, backpacks (except for medical and baby care items), pets,  fireworks of any kind, glass containers, 
weapons, and bicycles, scooters, roller blades and skateboards. For more information, call 255-1749. Pictured is a scene from last year’s event.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Freedom Fest
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WASHINGTON — According to the 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, 
there are still about 82,540 U.S. service 
members considered missing in action 
since World War II began. But that agency 
doesn’t account for the more than 4,400 
still missing from World War I.

Thanks to the efforts of several volun-
teers, the records of these missing WWI 
men are slowly being unearthed, and more 
men are identified.

Historian Robert Laplander, known for 
his research and writings on the “Lost Bat-
talion” of the Great War, started to search 
for World War I Army Pvt. Eugene Mi-
chael McGrath after someone found battle 
remnants in 2005 at the site of the Lost 
Battalion’s last stand.

“Among the stuff was a dog tag. It was 
to one of the guys in the Lost Battalion 
who was missing in action,” Laplander 
said, referring to McGrath. “We decided to 
see if we could figure out what happened 
to him.”

And thus began the Doughboy MIA 
Project. Laplander recruited several volun-
teer researchers, archivists and historians 
to help search for McGrath’s files. Over 
the years, word got out of their efforts and 
they began to look for other fallen World 
War I service members.

“We have technology today that they 
didn’t have back then: deep-penetration 
metal detectors, ground penetrating radar, 
spatial imaging – all that kind of stuff,” 
Laplander said.

In 2015, Laplander was contacted by 
someone at the WWI Centennial Commis-
sion and asked to highlight their efforts on 
the centennial’s website. Their page, ww-
1cc.org/MIA, has since grown by leaps 
and bounds.

THE PROCESS
“Between 1919 and 1932, when search-

ers went out after the war, the Army made 
every effort to try to find these men and 
identify the remains they had recovered 
that were unknown,” Laplander said. “But 
they had a small team, a lot to do – the 
Graves Registration Service handled 
80,000 burials after the war – and they 
did the whole thing with paper forms and 
shoeboxes full of index cards.”

Since many of those files have disap-
peared or are located all over the world, 
it’s a long and tedious process.

“It’s [often] sitting at a desk looking 
through boxes. During one case, we went 
through 200 boxes of burial cards … in 
four days. We looked at every single card,” 
Laplander said.

Their searches always begin by checking 
the official list of missing service mem-
bers to see if they can chronicle their last 
moves. For those who aren’t missing or 
lost at sea, they first check through 2,300 
burial case files, found at the National Per-
sonnel Records Center in St. Louis.

“They can take you in all kinds of di-
rections,” Laplander said. “For McGrath, I 
pulled his [burial] file, and then we decid-
ed to pull the file of the guys buried next to 
him, one on each side, and there was more 
information in those.”

The search for McGrath’s final resting 
place continues (learn more about that 
journey here at http://www.worldwar-
1centennial.org/index.php/current-active-
cases.html), but the team recently had suc-
cess in honoring Navy sailor Herbert H. 
Renshaw.

A TRIBUTE A CENTURY IN THE 
MAKING

Renshaw joined the Navy in 1914, just 
after his 17th birthday. The U.S. entered 
World War I in April 1917, and he was un-
fortunately a quick casualty. Renshaw was 
on the USS Ozark, a sub-tender, on its first 
out-of-harbor mission on May 22, 1917, 
when he lost his life.

“They hit heavy weather that afternoon. 
The sea was very rough. He was on the 
deck of the ship signaling back to another 
ship, and he was washed overboard,” Lap-
lander said.

After the war, U.S. lawmakers decided 
to create American cemeteries overseas, 
since so many men had died on foreign 
turf. The names of anyone who was lost 
at sea, missing or buried in an unmarked 
grave were carved into walls or tablets at 
each cemetery.

Renshaw’s name should have been add-
ed to one of those walls -- but it wasn’t, 
and it took nearly 100 years before anyone 
noticed. The person who did was Salis-
bury University professor Dr. Stephen 
Gehnrich, who was researching Maryland 
citizens killed in the war. He came across 
Renshaw’s name on a Navy burial file and 
learned details of his death through old 

newspaper articles. But Gehnrich noticed 
Renshaw wasn’t on the official list given 
to the American Battle Monuments Com-
mission, which is in charge of U.S. mili-
tary cemeteries and memorials. So he con-
tacted Laplander.

Together, the pair did more research and 
discovered that Renshaw’s name had, for 
whatever reason, been left off the lists pro-
vided to the AMBC by the Naval and War 
Departments.

“In the naval register of Sailors and Ma-
rines that were lost during WWI, his name 
is listed. But … his name wasn’t engraved 
at any of our cemeteries,” said Tim Nosal, 
the ABMC’s chief of external affairs.

So, the Doughboys petitioned in April to 
get his named added. Three days later, the 
ABMC agreed. Renshaw’s name would be 
added at Brookwood American Cemetery 
in England, where the majority of naval 
casualties are listed.

“After 100 years, he’ll be remembered,” 
Laplander said.

‘A MAN IS MISSING ONLY IF HE’S 
FORGOTTEN’

One question that Laplander always 
gets: One hundred years later, why do 
this?

“The answer is the same always – why 
not? The first World War was the very first 
time we sent a major expeditionary force 
overseas to fight on foreign shores – not 
for land, not for wealth, but for an ideal,” 
Laplander said. “If we stand the chance of 
giving somebody a grave, why wouldn’t 
we?”

His team is working on identifying a 
few other missing men, including a Sol-
dier who had been buried by a chaplain. In 
a file, they found a description the chap-
lain gave of the burial area, as well as a 
set of coordinates he had given officials 
in 1926.

“Our ground team overseas managed to 
find the area, and I believe we’ve found 
the trench where this guy was buried,” 
Laplander said.

To his team, their tagline, “A man is 
only missing if he’s forgotten,” is crucial 
to their cause.

“Even if we don’t recover any more re-
mains or identify anybody else, we’ve got 
people thinking about these guys,” Lap-
lander said.

By Katie Lange
Defense Media Activity 

NOT FORGOTTEN

World War I Memorial in Jackson, Miss. 
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Volunteer ‘Doughboy’ team works to bring WWI MIAs home
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WWI Sailor Herbert Renshaw
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Pvt. Eugene McGrath

PVT. EUGENE MCGRATH
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GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN, Ger-
many — Almost two dozen central Asian 
government officials shared strategies to 
fight global organized crime in their re-
gion at a four-day workshop at the George 
C. Marshall European Center for Security 
Studies June 19-22. 

“This was a unique opportunity to ex-
change ideas and experiences for these 
professionals, who engaged daily with 
countering transnational organized crime 
in their countries,” said German army Lt. 
Col. Ulrich Janssen, program manager for 
the Marshall Center’s Central Asia Non-
Resident Program, and organizer of the 
event. “They had an opportunity to exam-
ine contemporary issues regarding counter-
ing transnational organized crime, and ana-
lyze existing programs, mechanisms and 
initiatives in each of their countries.” 

CTOC AND CENTRAL ASIA 
The Central Asian region is unique in 

many ways, said Professor Joe Vann, Mar-
shall Center’s Program on Countering 
Transnational Organized Crime director 
and the academic lead for this workshop.

He cites the various republics having 
rich cultural histories brought about by 
elaborate trade routes. These routes were 
developed over centuries and are part of the 
ancient Silk Road, which still exists today. 

“Unfortunately, these trade routes are 
also used by transnational criminal organi-
zations to facilitate all forms of illicit traf-
ficking,” said Vann, a former special agent 
with the U.S. Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service, who has decades of experience in 
countering transnational organized crime. 

He added that interdiction is made dif-
ficult by a combination of the region’s rug-
ged mountain and long stretches of sparsely 
populated borders, involvement of ethnic 
clans, new improved roadways and rail 
systems, and relaxed internal borders. 

“This means traffickers have numerous 
conveyance options and routes they can 
use,” Vann said. “Additionally, they gener-
ally operate in small, loosely organized eth-
nic groups that (make) interdiction efforts 
complicated.” 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
MULTILATERAL COOPERATION 

Janssen said the workshop centered on 
participant-led discussions and presenta-
tions on their countries’ challenges, and an 
exercise to determine regional perspectives 
on fighting organized crime and identify 
opportunities for multilateral cooperation. 

“I think it’s important to offer them this 
forum considering that in their daily op-
erations and business, they do not commu-
nicate so much with each other,” Janssen 
said. “Central Asia countries seem to pri-
marily focus on fixing the problems them-
selves.” 

This workshop addressed emerging 
trends in transnational organized crime 
and various initiatives in countering these 
trends and challenges. Showcased at the 
workshop were examples from a collab-
orative approach in the United States and 
four out of the five Central Asian nations to 
multinational or regional approaches.

“Cooperation, coordination and col-
laboration are key to success in effectively 
countering the increasingly aggressive ways 
criminals take to make their business,” said 
Ambassador Douglas Griffiths, Marshall 
Center’s associate director for internation-
al liaison, during opening remarks. 

“Methods and procedures increasing-
ly challenge law enforcement agencies 
around the world and call for interagency 
cooperation and a better exchange of infor-

mation.”
Participants represented agencies rel-

evant in the fight against organized crime, 
from the Central Asian governments of 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and 
Turkmenistan, and Pakistan. 

“This workshop gave a lot of different 
perspectives and dynamics of regional and 
international viewpoints on the phenom-
enon of transnational organized crime from 
subject matter experts,” said a Pakistan 
participant. “The first thing I believe in is 
that we need to know each other, and this 
workshop gave us that introduction and 
a chance to share best practices and learn 
from each other.”

WORKSHOP’S KEY TAKEAWAY 
The workshop was supported by a 

number of external subject matter ex-
perts from governments and agencies 
such as the Polish Border Guards, Cus-
toms Agency from the Republic of Geor-
gia, as well as U.S. representatives from 
the Department of Treasury, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Defense Intelli-
gence Agency, European Command and 
Central Command. 

“The key takeaway for the partici-
pants is the importance of networking, 
collaboration and information sharing 
in the fight against transnational orga-
nized crime,” Vann said. “By appreciat-
ing the fact that transnational organized 
crime represents a threat to the national 
security of states, we can approach this 
threat with better informed collective re-
sponses.”

By Christine June
George C. Marshall European 
Center for Security Studies

MARSHALL CENTER

Professor Joe Vann, Marshall Center’s Program on Countering Transnational Organized Crime director and the academic lead, talks about emerging trends 
in transnational organized crime to 23 government officials from Central Asia and Pakistan June 19 at the George C. Marshall European Center for Security 
Studies. 

PHOTOS BY KARL-HEINZ WEDHORN

Central Asian partners share insights in fight against organized crime

RELIGIOUS 
SERVICES

WORSHIP 
SERVICES
Except as noted, all ser-

vices are on Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional 
Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, 
Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic 
Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective 
Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic 
Confessions 
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Saturday)

Wings Chapel, 
Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant 
Sunday School
10:45 a.m. 
Latter-Day Saints
10:45 a.m. 
Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar Study 
(4th Sunday)

Almost two dozen Central Asian government officials shared strategies to fight global organized crime 
in their region at the four-day workshop. 
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MIHAIL KOGALNICEANU AIR 
BASE, Romania – As the sun set on Mi-
hail Kogalniceanu, 11 U.S. cadets and 20 
Romanian naval academy students excit-
edly stuffed the last of their supplies into 
their backpacks and prepared for the first 
Savage Eagle Leader Course.

The group of multinational cadets knew 
what they were up against, but nothing 
could have prepared them for the tasks 
that awaited them.

The event tested the physical endur-
ance, mental agility and teamwork of all 
participants. The cadets faced multiple 
challenges to include land-mine reaction, 
sandbag combination puzzles and memo-
ry challenges. 

“This was by no means an easy training 
exercise. Over a 13-hour period, the ca-
dets marched over 12 miles, flipped large 
tires over half a mile, transported multiple 
30-pound water jugs, and endured rigor-
ous hours of physical exercises – all while 
stressing their cognitive skills to the max,” 
said 2nd Lt. Gunbold Ligden, an event 
planner for 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry 
Regiment, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat 
Team, 4th Infantry Division. “They ac-
complished all these tasks while carrying 
20 pounds of weight in their backpacks.”

The event took a significant amount of 
time to plan for the 1st Bn., 8th Inf. Regt., 
which has been in Romania since February 
serving as U.S. Army Europe’s regionally 
allocated land force for Operation Atlantic 
Resolve. The mission to deter aggression 
has seen the “Fighting Eagle” Battalion 
work hand in hand with their Romanian 
Defense Force counterparts, but Savage 
Eagle took the cross-training to a more 
youthful level.

“We spent about two months in various 
working groups generating event ideas. 
We aimed to create unique opportunities 
to place cadets in charge of their peers, 
developing their leadership by keeping 
them out of their comfort zone throughout 
the night,” said Ligden. 

We are really proud of how the event 
turned out. Overall, we believe the cadets 

walked away from Savage Eagle with a 
sense of pride of what they accomplished 
together as a multinational team. They 
will take this experience forward as junior 
officers in both the U.S. Army and Roma-
nian navy,” he said.

Cadet Zemas Andargachew, from the 
University of Alabama, took time to re-
flect on Savage Eagle the morning after 
the event. 

“As Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
cadets, we have Ranger Challenge, which 
is pretty intense. But nothing we had done 
before comes close to how difficult this 
event was,” said Andargachew. 

The event took a toll on the participants, 
with cadets slogging through water on a 
cool day while carrying heavy equipment 
with little sleep, he said.

“I know that we all grew. It’s one thing 
to be a strong leader when everything is 
going right. But when it’s cold, raining 
and everyone is exhausted, you really see 
your leadership at its core,” said Andar-
gachew.

This marked the first multinational 
training exercise between the Romanian 
naval academy Students and U.S. cadets. 
The U.S. cadets are spending time with 
the 3/4 ABCT as part of the U.S. Army’s 
Cadet Troop Leader Training program. 

“The American cadets have been here 
with us for about a week,” said Irimie Var-
gas, a naval academy student. “We usu-
ally stayed separate in our own cultural 
groups. But after tonight, I have 11 new 
friends! It is surprising how quickly rela-

tionships grow when you work together. 
I will remember not only how cold and 
tired I was, but how my friends and I were 
able to push each other through the night, 
for years to come.” 

Students at the Mircea cel Batran naval 
academy were not used to the physical de-
mand in the training.

“We are mostly engineers and scien-
tists”, said Marian Sava, a Romanian 
naval cadet. “When we were flipping the 
tire down that long road, I just remember 
thinking to myself, ‘This is impossible, 
when is this going to end?’ But listening 
to the music in the background, singing 
and everyone keeping each other moti-
vated – before I knew it, we flipped that 
tire half a mile.”

By 1st Lt. Samuel Jolley
3rd ABCT, 4th ID

Romanian, U.S. cadets 
get ‘Savage’ for a night

U.S. cadets and Romanian naval academy students lift and push a Humvee tire to the end point during the Savage Eagle Leader Course at Mihail Kogalniceanu 
Air Base, Romania, June 20. 

PHOTOS BY 1ST LT. SAMUEL JOLLEY
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SERVING THE WIREGRASS AND BEYOND FOR OVER 27YEARS!

SWEET TEA TRIO
ALSO APPEARING

LEAH SEAWRIGHT

FEATURING

FORMER DRUMMER OF ALABAMA

MARK HERNDON

SATURDAY, JULY 15, 2017
doors open at 6 pm • show beg฀ns at 7 pm

OZARK CIVIC CENTER
$20 GENERAL ADMISSION purchase t฀ckets onl฀ne at www.ozarkalabama.com.us/ozark

OR AT OZARK CIVIC CENTER (334) 774-2618

Eleven U.S. cadets and 20 Romanian naval academy students pose for a group photo following comple-
tion of the Savage Eagle Leader Course.
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ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 has 
regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, 
call 222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 hosts a 
dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 
Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served Sundays, and 
games and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  For more information, call 598-6211, 
598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of Commerce 
meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the 
Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. For more information, call 598-
6331.

DOTHAN

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3073 
Wiregrass Post membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. 
Breakfast is served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post can 
host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells. 

ONGOING — Disabled American Veterans Dothan 
Chapter 87 maintains a service officer at its office at 545 
West Main St. (Mixon Business Center) Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The chapter will assist 
veterans who were injured or disabled while in military 
service. DAV service officers help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation claims and other 
veterans benefits. All veteran services provided are free 
of charge. For more information, call 836-0217, Ext. 123, 
or send an email to davchapter87@gmail.com.

 
ONGOING — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 

87 will host a dinner and meeting at 6 p.m. the third 
Thursday of each month at the Doug Tew Recreation 
Center. For more information, call 836-0217, Ext. 123, or 
send an email to davchapter87@gmail.com.

ONGOING — American Legion Auxiliary Unit 12 
hosts a pancake breakfast the third Saturday of each month. 
Pancakes will be served from 7-10:30 a.m. for $6 for the 
general public, $5 for military members and veterans and 
free to children 8 and under. Proceeds go toward helping 
veterans, military members and their families. The post is 
located at the intersection of S. Park Street and Hwy. 605 
(Brannon Stand Road). For more information, call 334-
400-5345.

ENTERPRISE

JULY 1-2 — The Enterprise semi-pro baseball team 
needs players. The team is playing Auburn and Georgia 
July 1, and Panama City July 2. For more information, call 
334-389-5972.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6683, 
John Wiley Brock Post monthly membership meetings for 
the VFW Post 6683 and Auxiliary are on the third Tuesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at the post headquarters building 
located at 2615 Coffee County Road 537. The post mailing 
address is P.O. Box 311752 Enterprise, AL 36330. For more 
information, call 334-464-1171 or the auxiliary at 334-464-
2222. The post also has a Facebook site at vfw post 6683. 

ONGOING — Military Order of Purple Heart meetings 
are the third Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at American 
Legion Hall on East Lee Street. For more information, call 
334-347-2727 or 334-447-6954.

ONGOING – Classes in the Taoist Tai Chi Society™ 
Internal Arts and Methods are currently held at the YMCA 
Fitness Center and the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
Parish Hall. At the Y, classes are offered Thursdays at 1 
p.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. At the church, classes are 
offered Mondays at 9 a.m. and Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 
People interested in joining a class are welcome to join 
at any time. Tai Chi is an ancient Chinese exercise that 
promotes health and relaxation. It is suitable for all ages 
and physical conditions. Comfortable, loose clothing and 
flat-soled shoes are recommended attire for these classes. 
All classes are taught by accredited volunteer instructors. 
For more information, call 334-588-0512. For more 
information about Taoist Tai Chi, visit http://www.taoist.
org/usa/locations/montgomery/.

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County Relay for Life meets 
the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 
For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited to town hall meet-
ings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

JUNE 29 — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 
will at 6 p.m. in the senior center located one block behind 
the old New Brockton Police station. Food and drink 
will be served followed by regular chapter business. The 
chapter extends an invitation to other veterans throughout 
the Wiregrass to join the organization. Officials request 
maximum member participation at this meeting for formal 
nominations for next years’ positions of  commander, senior 
and junior vice, and other positions. For more information, 
call 334-718- 5707.  

ONGOING — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 
a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 

a service office in the New Brockton Police Station at 
706 McKinnon Street. The office will assist veterans 
who were injured or disabled while in military service. 
DAV service officers help veterans and their spouses with 
disability compensation claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, 
death benefits, VA medical care, Social Security disability 
benefits, veterans job programs, homeless veterans services 
and other veteran services. All veteran services are provided 
free of charge. For more information, call 334-406-6700.  

OZARK

ONGOING – The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly 
meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. at 
the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more information, call 
477-6221 or email wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

ONGOING — Every Wednesday, the Ozark-Dale 
County Public Library hosts free Wii Zumba from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Teens and adults are invited. For more information, 
call 774-5480.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to the Cross Country 
Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church. 

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City Council meets monthly 
the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson 
Community Center. 

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 meets monthly 
on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust Company sponsors 
senior dance nights every Saturday night from 7-10 
p.m. at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex is 
transformed into a dance hall and features music from the 
40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

ONGOING — The Marine Corps League, Wiregrass 
Det. 752, welcomes all Marines, Navy corpsmen and 
chaplains, and their families, to its monthly meetings. 
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each month at 7 
p.m.  Attendees are welcome to arrive early for food and 
camaraderie. The next meeting will be at the Golden Corral 
in Dothan. For more information, call 718-4168 or 805-
7335.

ONGOING — Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist 
Church, 970 County Road 528, Elba, offers Sunday school 
the first, second, third and fourth Sundays of the month at 
9:45 a.m., and worship the first and third Sundays of the 
month at 11 a.m. Bible study is Wednesdays after the first 
and third Sundays from 6-7 p.m. For more information, call 
334-774-1738.

Wiregrass community calendar
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs
Space Camp Summer Fest

The U.S. Space and Rocket Center in 
Huntsville will host its Summer Fest July 
13-15. Organizers said this year’s event 
promises to be a memorable one as attend-
ees will hear from astronauts and take a 
trip down memory lane through Camp ac-
tivities – all the while trading stories with 
some of the nearly 700,000 alumni across 
Space Camp’s 35-year history. Attendees 
will also get a sneak peek at America’s 
next steps on the journey to Mars from 
NASA representatives. Proceeds from 
the weekend’s activities benefit the Space 
Camp Alumni Scholarship Fund.

For more information, visit http://www.
rocketcenter.com/.

Mobile Delta: Glass & Light
The Mobile Museum of Art is hosting 

the exhibit, “The Mobile Delta: Glass & 
Light” through March 11. Rene Culler’s 
site-specific work is a mural in glass 
that celebrates the species-rich delta and 

its atmospheric qualities. The delta is a 
changeling environment that is constant-
ly shaped and molded by the weather and 
waterways, according to museum offi-
cials. As the grasses, almost transparent, 
catch the light, Culler’s drawings and 
painting in glass suggest the landscape 
that southern Alabama holds so dear. The 
composition is a wall of natural light uti-
lized as a glass canvas for drawing, paint-
ing and printing with vitreous enamels. 
The museum is located at 4850 Museum 
Drive in Mobile. Admissions is $12 for 
adults, $10 for seniors, $8 for military 
members and students, and children un-
der 6 are admitted for free.

For more information, visit http://www.
mobilemuseumofart.com/.

Float Your Boat summer festival
Turkey Creek Nature Preserve in Pin-

son will host its Float Your Boat summer 
festival July 15 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The event offers a fun-filled day at the 
preserve that features balsa wood boat 
races with prizes, the city of Pinson’s 
Beat the Heat ice cream give-away, food 

vendors, swimming and a fun zone for 
children, according to organizers. The fun 
zone opens at 10 am. And the boat races 
begin at noon. Admission is free.

For more information, visit https://tur-
keycreeknp.com/.

Summer concert series
Panama City Beach, Florida, will host 

its free summer concert series Thursdays 
from 7-9 p.m. through Aug. 10 at Aaron 
Bessant Park, 600 Pier Park Drive. People 
are welcome to bring their lawn chairs and 
blankets and enjoy the sounds of summer 
music, according to organizers. Coolers, 
food and pets are welcome.

For more information, visit http://www.
panamacitybeachparksandrecreation.
com/summer-concert-series-2017.html.

Palafox Market
Downtown Pensacola hosts its Palafox 

Market Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays at Martin Luther King Plaza. 
Admission is free to the market that fea-
tures fresh produce, live plants, baked 
goods, fine art, antiques and more. Items 

originate directly from onsite vendors 
who grow, make, or create the fruits, veg-
etables, herbs and art for sale, according 
to organizers. The event takes place rain 
or shine.

For more information, call 850-434-
5371 or visit http://palafoxmarket.com/.

Disney’s ‘Mary Poppins’
The Alabama Shakespeare Festival in 

Montgomery will host its production of 
Disney’s “Mary Poppins” July 5-30 at 
various times. According to festival of-
ficials, “Mary Poppins” showcases some 
of the most memorable songs ever sung 
on the silver screen or stage, including 
“Chim Chim Cher-ee,” “Jolly Holiday,” 
“A Spoonful of Sugar,” and “Supercali-
fragilisticexpialidocious!”  The produc-
tion is recommended for ages four and 
up.  Visit http://tickets.asf.net/single/PS-
Detail.aspx?psn=11574 for show times 
and to purchase tickets. Ticket prices 
vary based on play, date and availability 
of seating. 

For more information, call 334-271-
5353 or asf.net/project/mary-poppins/.

Andalusia will host the 
World Championship Dom-
ino Tournament July 7-8 
and the Kiwanis Fair Com-
plex at 509 Third Street. 
Registration is at 6:30 a.m., 
game begins at 8 a.m. and 
sweepstakes drawings are 
at 7 p.m. Organizers ex-
pect more than 300 people 
to participate in the tourna-
ment for all ages. There will 
be more than $20,000 in 
cash and trophies awarded. 

Army Flier
Staff Reports

Andalusia hosts world domino championship
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WATERVLIET ARSENAL, N.Y. — The 
Army’s last remaining cannon manufacture 
has a great history of rising and then falling 
in stature after every military conflict since 
the War of 1812. But interestingly, it was 
not the wars at home or those overseas that 
have safeguarded the Watervliet Arsenal’s 
203 years of continuous operation – it was 
a revolution.

When people think about revolutions, 
they might visualize images of the fighting 
in the American or the French Revolutions 
in the late 1700s. But after the American 
Civil War, there was another type of revolu-
tion. And unlike the death and destruction 
of a typical revolution, this revolution actu-
ally saved lives and improved the quality of 
life of every American.

A few years after the American Civil War, 
America entered into what was then called 
the Great Depression, only to be followed 
by another Great Depression in the 1930s.

As with any depression, there were sig-
nificant worldwide economic challenges 
and extreme shortages of basic goods, ex-
cept for one area – there were no shortages 
of tinkerers, designers, and discovers who 
led what would become known as the Sec-
ond Industrial Revolution.

During this revolution, which many say 
ran from the 1870s to the start of World 
War I, significant scientific discoveries that 
would effect the lives of everyday Ameri-
cans were brought out of dusty research labs 
and into businesses and homes. 

One such discovery, generating power 
from magnetic grids, allowed manufactur-
ing centers to move toward mass production 
by powering machine tools with a phenome-
non called electricity. With electricity, man-
ufacturers could move away from machines 
powered by animals, water and steam. Dur-
ing this same time, a new invention called 
the incandescent light bulb would provide 
consistent, safe lighting to manufacturing 
production floors and offices.

The Revolution also drove growth in the 
field of metallurgy, which greatly benefited 
the Arsenal, too.

G. Peter O’hara, a retired Army mechani-
cal engineer from the Arsenal, said that 
advancements in metallurgy in the 1870s 
allowed for the mass production of a hard-
ened allow called steel. 

Steel had an immediate effect on the 
quality of life of every American as it al-
lowed for a massive expansion of railway 
systems by replacing iron rails, which were 
easily damaged and could not withstand the 
weight of larger locomotives, with cheaper, 
stronger steel. This technology allowed for 
the rapid migration of people and products 
throughout the country and is still in use to-
day.

O’Hara added the Revolution’s advance-
ment in metallurgy also drove significant 
advancements in weapons technology.

“As nations began to mechanize their 
defense industrial base after the American 
Civil War, advancements in weapons tech-
nology was just a logical expansion of the 
science of the time,” O’Hara said. “Four 
key advancements made in large caliber 
production led to the transformation of the 
Watervliet Arsenal from a maker of saddles 
to a maker of cannons.”

First, the ball projectile was replaced by 
a more aerodynamic spherical munition. 
This new round, when combined with an 
inner-bore technology called rifling, greatly 
increased the range and accuracy of artil-
lery and naval-gun systems, O’Hara said. 
The third new technology involved replac-
ing cast-iron guns with steel guns, which 
improved the durability and accuracy of the 
gun tubes. And finally, the introduction of 
breech loading greatly reduced reloading 
time, while improving the safety of artil-
lerymen.

By the early 1880s, the United States was 
becoming a world super power, but it lacked 
the ability to produce large modern cannon 
guns for its Army and Navy. The bottom line 
is that U.S. weapon systems of that period 
were overmatched by foreign militaries.

“Oceans had once provided a barrier 
against foreign armies, albeit not impreg-
nable, for centuries,” O’Hara said. “Never-
theless, by the 1880s, foreign militaries had 
amassed large naval platforms that could 
deliver devastating fires onto coastal com-
munities from a large standoff distance.”

Given that U.S. harbor fortifications were 
sadly inadequate, President Glover Cleve-
land appointed a Board on Fortifications or 
Other Defenses, also known as the Endi-
cott Board, to determine the best locations 
to manufacture cannon, siege and seacoast 
guns.

The president and Congress agreed to 
fund the startup of two cannon manufactur-
ing centers. One for the Navy at the Wash-

ington Navy Yard in Washington, D.C., and 
one for the Army at Watervliet.

And so, with the relocation of several 
machines from the Watertown Arsenal and 
about $700,000 from Congress in 1887, 
the Arsenal began the transformation from 
a maker of saddles to a maker of cannons 
in what has become known here as the Big 
Gun Shop.

By 1890, the arsenal had produced its 
first large caliber gun, an 8-inch cannon. By 
1893, the Arsenal was manufacturing 8-, 
10-, and 12-inch guns and mortar systems. 
By 1902, the Arsenal manufactured its first 
16-inch cannon.

In the years that followed, the Big Gun 
Shop grew from the original 166 feet in 
length to approximately 1,300 feet by World 
War I. Some of the gun systems manufac-
tured in this building included 8-, 10- and 
12-inch guns; 12-inch breech loaded mor-
tars; 12- and 14-inch coast defense guns; 
and 16-inch guns for coast defense and for 
battleships.

By John B. Snyder
Watervliet Arsenal

NOT WARS! 

The first 16-inch gun being manufactured in the Watervliet Arsenal’s Big Gun Shop circa 1902.  

ARSENAL HISTORICAL FILES 

A revolution helped save Watervliet Arsenal

Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?
Contact Ron Sykstus NOW! rsykstus@bondnbotes.com 256-713-0221

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services

he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has

been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,

covering all areas of government concern including:

• F฀nanc฀al
Considerations

• Secur฀ty V฀olat฀ons
• Drug Involvement

• Alcohol Consumpt฀on
• Personal Conduct
• Cr฀m฀nal Conduct
• Sexual Behav฀or

• Fore฀gn Influ฀ence
• Fore฀gn Preference
• M฀suse of Informat฀on

Technology

Also ava฀lable for Courts-Mart฀al, Mag฀strate Court
and Adm฀n฀strat฀ve Separat฀on Board Defense.

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUN฀SVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUN฀SVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUN฀SVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUN฀SVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

The first 16-inch gun is being readied for barge shipment in 1902.  

The historic Big Gun Shop on the Watervliet Arsenal was built in the late 1800s and remains in operation today. 
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1001 Rucker Blvd.
Enterprise, Alabama

Sales: (877) 292-4679
Service: (866) 561-8857

The area’s fastest

growing Chevrolet dealer!

www.ENTERPRISECHEVY.com

To Those Who Serve,
Enterprise Chevrolet Salutes You &

Thanks You With A MILITARY
DISCOUNT!

To Those W

1Offer i฀cludes discou฀t below MSRP a฀d Cash Allowa฀ce. Tax, title, lice฀se a฀d dealer fees extra. Not available with
special fi฀a฀ce, lease or other offers. Take delivery by 6/30/17. 2See participati฀g dealer for details.

1. Excludes 2500/3500 Silverado Diesel models. Offer i฀cludes discou฀t below MSRP a฀d Cash Allowa฀ce. Vehicles i฀ stock as of 5/31/17. Not available with special fi฀a฀ce, lease or other offers. Take delivery by 6/30/17. See participati฀g dealer for details. 2. Excludes 2500/3500 Silverado Diesel models. 2017 Silverado
1500 Based o฀ MSRP $48,215. 2017 Corvette Based o฀ MSRP $67,905. 2017 Equi฀ox Based o฀ MSRP $30,145. 2017 Silverado 2500 Based o฀ MSRP $50,230. 2017 So฀ic Based o฀ MSRP $20,280. 2017 Traverse Based o฀ MSRP $39,970. Offer i฀cludes discou฀t below MSRP a฀d Cash Allowa฀ce. Not available with special fi฀a฀ce,
lease or other offers. Take delivery by 6/30/17. See participati฀g dealer for details. 3. Offer i฀cludes discou฀t below MSRP a฀d Cash Allowa฀ce. Tax, title, lice฀se a฀d dealer fees extra. Not available with special fi฀a฀ce, lease or other offers. Take delivery by 6/30/17. See participati฀g dealer for details.

*Tax, title, lice฀se a฀d dealer fees extra. No security deposit required. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 20,0000miles. See Dealer for details.

LEASE

ALL-NEW 2017 CRUZE HATCHBACK

EASE

$179
Per Month for

24 Months

FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

ON ALL 2017 TAHOE AND SUBURBANMODELS1

2017 TAHOE 2017 SUBURBAN

APR
FOR MONTHS2.9%

PLUS

$500
Purchase
Bo฀us Cash

60

1Offer i฀cludes discou฀t below MSRP a฀d Cash Allowa฀ce. Tax, title, lice฀se a฀d dealer fees extra. Not availablewith special
fi฀a฀ce, lease or other offers. Take delivery by 6/30/17. See participati฀g dealer for details.

*Offer i฀cludes
iscou฀t below MSRP
a฀d Cash Allowa฀ce.
Tax, title, lice฀se a฀d

dealer fees extra.
Not available with

pecial fi฀a฀ce, lease
or other offers. Take
delivery by 6/30/17.
See participati฀g
dealer for details.
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ALL 2017
SILVERADO
2500 TRUCKS

10% BELOWMSRP*
OR

FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

0% APR FOR 60MONTHS*

1Offer i฀cludes discou฀t below MSRP a฀d Cash Allowa฀ce. Tax, title, lice฀se a฀d dealer fees extra. Not available with
special fi฀a฀ce, lease or other offers. Take delivery by 6/30/17. 2See participati฀g dealer for details.

1Offer i฀cludes discou฀t below MSRP a฀d Cash Allowa฀ce. Tax, title, lice฀se
a฀d dealer fees extra. Not available with special fi฀a฀ce, lease or other of-
fers. Take delivery by 6/30/17. 2See participati฀g dealer for details.

HURRY, OFFER ENDS 6/30/17

Who SeW

SEE YOUR LOCAL CHEVY DEALER:



Triathlons are one of the 
most physically demanding 
competitions, with essentially 
three races in one, and about 100 
people put their endurance to the 
test Saturday.

The Fort Rucker Triathlon had 
competitors take part in a quarter-
mile swim through the waters of 
Lake Tholocco, a 10.6-mile bike 
course, followed by a 3.1-mile 
run to cap off the event.

Participants were allowed to 
compete as individuals, compet-
ing in all three races, or as teams 
of three, with each team member 
taking on a different role.

Winners for the competition 
included: Charlie Johnson, male 
overall winner with a time of 
55:21; Stephanie Liles-Weyant, 
female overall winner with a 
time of 1:02:17; David Shearon, 
male master winner with a time 
of 57:57; Renee Umstead, female 
master winner with a time of 
1:11:28; Michael Weyant, male 
grandmaster winner with a time 
of 59:21; and Joanne Maltese, fe-
male grandmaster winner with a 
time of 1:17:25.

There were also seven teams 
competing, and the winning team 
was team Boll Weevil Brewing, 
which consisted of Jeanne Davis, 
swimmer; David Stout Jr., biker; 
and Shelley Westmoreland, run-
ner, with a team time of 58:29.

For the Boll Weevil Brewing 
team, which consisted of avid 
competitors in their respective 
sports, competing as a team was 
a new challenge for them, but 
one they were willing to tackle 
together.

“We all just wanted to do a re-
lay together, and everybody has 
their strengths on this team, so 
we just decided to get together 
as a group and see what we were 
made of,” said Davis, who has 
competed in multiple triathlons 
on Fort Rucker.

“I usually do this event as an 
individual, but I decided to try 
it as a group this year,” she said. 
“It’s been amazing and I’m glad 
that I was able to do this with 
some great friends.”

Davis said she swims about 
three times a week as part of her 
routine, so when it came time to 
decide who would take what role 
in the competition, swimming 
was a natural choice for her.

Westmoreland, who competed 
as the runner for the team, typi-
cally runs about 40 miles a week 
and is currently training for the 
Boston Marathon. For her, taking 
part as a team was a chance for 
her and her friends to see what 
they were made of, she said.

“We all love our sport – we 
each have a passion for each of 
our individual sport,” said West-
moreland. “The (Fort Rucker Tri-
athlon) is one of the best events 

here in the area, and it’s been 
amazing to compete with such 
strong athletes.”

One of those strong athletes 
was here other teammate, Stout, 
who tacked the 10.6-mile bike 
course of the competition.

Stout said he has been an avid 
runner since he was in middle 
school, and has competed in 
many track and field competi-
tions, as well as cross country 
events, but a knee injury caused 
him to switch from running to 
biking as a means to recover.

“I got into cycling to ease up, 
but then I found a new hobby,” he 
said, adding that this was his first 
triathlon competition. “I’ve been 
cycling and running for a long 
time now and I wanted to com-
pete in the triathlon, but I’m not a 
swimmer, so I asked them to help 
me out. This feels great [to win] 
my first triathlon.”

WASHINGTON — A broad audi-
ence ranging from high school stu-
dents and military cadets to general 
officers and government Senior Exec-
utive Service had an opportunity dur-
ing the Department of Defense Lab 
Day at the Pentagon recently to learn 
about the science behind the Perfor-
mance Readiness Bar, a calcium and 
vitamin D-fortified snack bar devel-
oped to optimize bone health in basic 
trainees.

Use of the snack bar is slated to 
begin at Fort Benning, Georgia, this 
summer and will be fully implement-
ed at all four Army basic training lo-
cations in 2018.

Among the flurry of white tents 
lining the Pentagon, showcasing the 
Army’s most advanced research, 
development and technology, Drs. 
James McClung and Erin Gaffney-
Stomberg, two researchers from the 
U.S. Army Research Institute of Envi-
ronmental Medicine offered samples 
of the snack bar to interested visitors 
while discussing the collaborative re-
search effort between USARIEM and 
the Combat Feeding Directorate at the 
U.S. Army Natick Soldier Research, 
Development and Engineering Center 
in developing the product. 

“USARIEM has been researching 
the requirements for calcium and vi-
tamin D intake during initial military 
training in order to optimize the bones’ 
anabolic response to training, as stron-
ger bones are more resistant to stress 
fractures,” said Gaffney-Stomberg, a 

research physiologist from USARI-
EM’s Military Performance Division. 
“Our findings indicate that calcium 
and vitamin D requirements during 
IMT are higher than other times in or-
der to support bone health.”

According to the Military Health 
System, recruits often arrive to basic 
training with poor calcium and vi-
tamin D status, making their bones 
more vulnerable to stress fractures 
and other injuries.

“Because the U.S. population at 
large is generally less fit, many of the 
new Army recruits are not physically 
and physiologically ready to endure 
the rigors of Army IMT,” said Dr. 
Stephen Muza, deputy director of Sci-
ence and Technology at USARIEM. 
“Consequently, many well-educated 
and motivated recruits suffer skeletal 
injuries that can lead to their medical 
disqualification from military duty. 
The Performance Readiness Bar is 

one elegant solution to this problem 
that will reduce attrition and personnel 
costs associated with IMT. This will 
lead to increased Army readiness.”

Gaffney-Stomberg added that “99 
percent of the body’s calcium is stored 
in the skeleton, and vitamin D helps 
the body absorb calcium and strength-
en bones.” Performing high physical 
activity while these nutrient levels are 
low starts to cause problems.

“When you do not get enough cal-
cium in your diet, your body will mine 
calcium out of your bones to support 
vital functions like muscle contraction 
and nerve conduction, at the expense 
of your skeleton,” Gaffney-Stomberg 
said. “Over time, this will weaken 
bone, making it more susceptible to 
fracture.”

The percent of recruits who 
experience stress fractures is 
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Patrick Westmoreland, triathlon competitor, takes on the 10.6-mile bike portion of 
the Fort Rucker Triathlon as other bikers trail behind.

PERFORMANCE TRIAD
Army promotes prevention message 
during Men’s Health Month 

See Page D3

Swimmers take a plunge in the waters of Lake Tholocco during the swim portion of the Fort Rucker Triathlon at West Beach Saturday.
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By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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PEAK PERFORMANCE

By Mallory Roussel
U.S. Army Research Institute of 
Environmental Medicine 

Two Soldiers taste-test the Performance Readiness Bar, a calcium and vitamin D-fortified snack 
bar developed to optimize bone health in basic trainees, during a bone health field study. 

PHOTO BY DAVID KAMM 

Fort Rucker Triathlon puts competitors’ endurance to the test

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY AIR FORCE SENIOR AMN. JENSEN STIDHAM

SILVER SPRING, Md. – Vitamin D is an essential 
nutrient that your body produces when your skin is 
exposed to sunlight, but there are ways to get it from 
foods, too. 

It helps your body absorb calcium and maintains 
the calcium and phosphate your bones need to form 
and grow. It also contributes to cell growth, immu-
nity, and nerve and muscle function. It can also help 
reduce inflammation. 

In addition, it plays key roles in reducing your risk 
of many adverse health conditions, including depres-
sion, cancer, heart disease, osteoporosis and others.

SUN EXPOSURE
Fair-skinned people can get enough from as little 

as 15 minutes in the sun – the darker your skin, the 
longer it will take (up to two hours), but less than it 
would take for your skin to burn. For many reasons, 
however, people often don’t get enough exposure. A 
little time outside on a sunny day with your arms and 
legs uncovered can provide nearly all the vitamin D 
most people need, but that can be challenging when 

Medical experts 
shed light on 
vitamin D
Uniformed Services University
Human Performance Resource Center
Staff Report

SEE LIGHT, PAGE D3

USARIEM showcases Performance Readiness Bar at Pentagon Lab Day

SEE PERFORMANCE, PAGE D3
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you’re wearing a long-sleeved uniform, working inside all 
day, or in winter.

FROM FOODS
Unlike other nutrients, vitamin D occurs naturally in 

very few foods, so it can be difficult to get enough through 
your diet. That’s why some foods are fortified with vitamin 
D – that is, they have vitamin D added. The most common 
is milk, but some cereal products, yogurt, orange juice, 
margarine and other foods also are fortified. Foods that nat-
urally contain vitamin D include cod liver oil, swordfish, 
salmon, tuna, sardines, beef liver and egg yolks.

HOW MUCH?
The recommended daily allowance of vitamin D is 600 

IU – except that infants under one year need only 400 IU 

and adults over 70 need 800 IU. On fortified food labels, 
look for DV – daily value – to make sure you get some in 
your diet if you don’t get enough sun on your skin. The  
DV is only 400 IU, because it assumes you get some vita-
min D from sun exposure and foods with natural vitamin 
D content. 

Foods fortified with vitamin D are required to list the 
amount on their label’s nutrition facts panel. However, nat-
ural vitamin D content isn’t required on food labels. If you 
want to find out the natural content in various foods, you 
can use the USDA Food Composition Databases at https://
ndb.nal.usda.gov/ndb/.

SUPPLEMENTS
Another way to get vitamin D is through supplements, 

especially for people who are deficient in this nutrient or 
have special medical needs. However, it’s important to 
consult a healthcare provider before taking supplemental 

vitamin D, because excess vitamin D can be stored in your 
body, putting you at risk for toxicity. 

Over time, too much vitamin D can lead to irregular 
heart rhythms, kidney damage, and other serious health 
problems. If you take large doses of supplemental vitamin 
D and eat foods that are fortified with it, you could easily 
obtain more than recommended amounts.

BOTTOM LINE
Despite the availability of vitamin D from all these 

sources, nearly one-fourth of people living in the U.S. have 
low vitamin D levels, which can lead to osteoporosis, auto-
immune diseases, Type 2 diabetes, certain types of cancer 
and more. All adults and children should have their vitamin 
D status checked by their healthcare provider. 

For more information about vitamin D, read this fact 
sheet from the Office of Dietary Supplements at https://ods.
od.nih.gov/factsheets/VitaminD-Consumer/.

significant.”Stress fractures occur after 
unaccustomed activities or overuse, such 
as carrying heavy loads – common during 
basic training,” said McClung, deputy chief 
of USARIEM’s Military Nutrition Divi-
sion. “Up to 20 percent of female recruits 
and five percent of male recruits suffer from 
stress fractures during IMT. Women begin-
ning training with poor vitamin D status are 
particularly vulnerable.”

These injuries can impact Soldier readi-
ness, resulting in up to 60 percent of those 
suffering from stress fractures to drop out of 
the military. 

Years of nutrition research and field stud-
ies by USARIEM scientists have demon-

strated that higher levels of calcium and vi-
tamin D in the body increases bone density 
in response to training. Eating the calcium 
and vitamin D-fortified Performance Readi-
ness Bar supports a recruit’s bone health 
and reduces injury risk.

“Our test Soldiers ate these bars each eve-
ning,” McClung said. “We observed marked 
improvements in their nutritional status and 
bone health. An added benefit may be better 
performance during physical training before 
the next morning’s breakfast.”

This year, the Pentagon featured about 
90 displays from research and development 
labs throughout the DOD. Experts from the 
Army, Navy and Air Force demonstrated 
their high-tech tools, medical advancements 
and programs to hundreds of visitors, in-

cluding numerous congressional and DOD 
leaders, as well as students and Pentagon 
employees.

USARIEM was among 14 joint medical 
exhibits displaying products and research to 
demonstrate how these DOD medical labs 
support military personnel during training 
and on the battlefield. Exhibit highlights in-
cluded medical training programs, combat 
feeding research, trauma care and battlefield 
medicine breakthroughs, traumatic brain in-
jury research, DOD Zika response efforts, 
biological defense research, and bone health 
optimization products. 

The annual DOD Lab Days showcase rel-
evant military research that is critical to the 
health and well-being of the nation’s warf-
ighter. For Muza, these Lab Days spotlight 

the unique and critical research capabilities 
and solutions Army medical labs, including 
USARIEM, provide to reduce injury rates 
and optimize servicemen’s and service-
women’s health and performance.

“Being a warfighter is a unique occupa-
tion with very limited civilian counterparts,” 
Muza said. “To effectively and efficiently 
provide the warfighter with the methods and 
means to optimize and sustain their health 
and performance requires a research and 
development community that understands 
warfighters’ operational environment. 
USARIEM has a highly educated and in-
novative science and technology staff with 
the knowledge and experience to provide 
preventative medicine products customized 
to the warfighter’s requirements.”

FORT LEE, Va. — In recog-
nition of national Men’s Health 
Month the Army has launched 
an information campaign to raise 
awareness of preventable dis-
eases and illnesses, and promote 
early detection and treatment 
among males in the Fort Lee 
community.

Dr. Prabha U. Gupta, an internal 
medicine physician at the Kenner 
Army Health Clinic at Fort Lee, 
said it’s important for men to con-
sider the most common ailments 
affecting them and the preventative 
measures they should practice.

Men typically are less healthy 
than women. In the eight-out-of-10 
leading causes of death in the Unit-
ed States, the mortality is higher 
for males, according to a Harvard 
Medical School study. These in-
clude the top three causes of death 
for both sexes – heart disease, can-
cer and stroke.

Moreover, men are 24 percent 
less likely than women to have vis-
ited a doctor within the past year, 
are 22 percent more likely to have 
neglected their cholesterol tests 
and 28 percent more likely to be 
hospitalized for congestive heart 
failure. 

Factors that put men at higher 
risk may include unsafe activities, 
aggression, alcohol and substance 
abuse, diet, lack of social networks 
and lack of routine medical care, 
according to the report.

“Little more needs to be said 
about why it’s important to take 
immediate steps toward a healthier 
you,” said Gupta. “Have a discus-
sion with your primary care pro-
vider to see what you can do to op-
timize your health outcomes rather 
than wait for a diagnosis of a se-
rious medical issue or disease that 
may be untreatable at that point.”

The Army Medical Department 
is transforming from a health care 
system focused on reacting to 
disease and injury to a system for 
health, focused on prevention. The 
Performance Triad captures three 
essential categories of preven-
tive needs – activity, nutrition and 
sleep.

Healthier lifestyle options men 
should practice include the follow-
ing.

Keep track of weight, activity, • 
calories and sleep – challenge 
yourself to achieve fitness-pro-
moting goals.
With daily meals, shoot for at • 
least eight servings of fruits or 
vegetables to help prevent dis-
eases like stroke, type 2 diabe-
tes, some forms of cancer and 
possible heart disease.
Maintain a healthy weight and • 
body mass index, or at least 
make sure the waist measures 
no more than 40 inches. Having 
a BMI over 25 classifies as be-
ing overweight, and more than 
30 is considered obese. This 
puts men at an increased risk for 
diabetes, high-blood pressure, 
stroke and other problems.
Get enough exercise – 10,000 • 
steps per day and 30-minute 

workout sessions at least five 
days a week are recommended. 
Include a variety of moderate-
intensity aerobic activity, such 
as brisk walking, and muscle-
strengthening activities two or 
more days a week. The benefits 
include controlling weight, re-
ducing risk of cardiovascular 
disease and some cancers, as 
well as preventing Type 2 dia-
betes and metabolic syndrome. 
Exercising regularly strengthens 
bones and muscles, improves 
mental health and mood, and 
the ability to do daily activities. 
It increases the chances of liv-
ing longer.
Sleep seven to eight hours a • 
night and maintain a consistent 
routine.

Individuals also should keep up 
with recommended health evalua-
tions, including the following.

Cholesterol: •	 Once a man turns 
35 (or as early as age 20 if he 
has risk factors like diabetes, a 
family history of heart disease, 
tobacco use, high-blood pres-
sure or a BMI of 30 or over), 
cholesterol should be checked 
regularly. High-blood choles-
terol is one of the major risk 
factors for heart disease.
Blood pressure:•	  Have it 
checked every two years.

Cardiovascular disease:•	  Be-
tween the ages of 45-79, men 
should ask their doctor if they 
should take aspirin every day 
to help lower the risk of a heart 
attack.
Colorectal cancer:•	  Beginning 
at age 50 and through age 75, 
get tested for colorectal cancer.
Other cancers:•	  Ask your doc-
tor if you should be tested for 
prostate, lung, oral, skin, tes-
ticular or other cancers.
Sexually transmitted diseases:•	  
Talk to a doctor to see whether 
it is necessary to be tested for 
sexually transmitted diseases.
Depression:•	  Those who feel 
“down” or have little interest in 
doing things they usually enjoy 
should talk to their doctor about 
depression.
Abdominal aortic aneurysm: •	
If between 65-75 and you have 
smoked 100 or more cigarettes 
in a lifetime, ask to be screened 
for an abdominal aortic aneu-
rysm.
Diabetes:•	  If blood pressure is 
higher than 135/80, have a doc-
tor test for diabetes.
Tobacco use:•	  If you smoke or 
use tobacco, talk to your doc-
tor about quitting. For tips, visit 
www.smokefree.gov/ or https://
www.ucanquit2.org/.
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Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Fort Rucker Hunting Incentive Program

Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation offers a hunting 
incentive program to help control the coyote and fe-
ral pig population on post. The program is targeted 
to controlling these invasive species. The hunting 
runs through Aug. 31. The first five registered hunt-
ers who kill five coyotes or 20 hogs and turn them 
in will be given a doe tag for deer season. In order 
to get credit for the kill and have it count towards 
the incentive, hunters must be signed into Hunt-
Trac, so their location is known and can be verified. 
Hunters will be allowed to email pictures in after 
hours to outdoor recreation with the hunter and the 
harvest killed in front of one of the weigh stations. 

Hunters on post are required to have an Alabama 
State Hunting Permit, a post hunting permit and 
must have completed the hunters’ education course. 
Hunting on Fort Rucker is open to the public. 

For additional information on how to participate, 
including the email addresses for emailing the pho-
tos, call 255-4305.

Independence Day Golf Tournament
Silver Wings Golf Course will host it Indepen-

dence Day Golf Tournament Tuesday. The format 
is four-person team scramble. Registration, a con-
tinental breakfast and range open at 7 a.m. An-
nouncements will be at 7:45 a.m. and there will be 

an 8 a.m. shotgun start. Entry fee is $45 for non-
members and $35 for members. Entry fee includes 
tournament course fees, range balls, tee gifts, tour-
nament meals and prizes. The tourney is open to 
the public. 

For more information, call 255-0089.

Youth football, cheerleading, soccer registration
Registration for youth football, cheerleading 

and soccer runs through July 31. Practices will be-
gin Aug. 2. A parents meeting will be Aug. 1 at 6 
p.m. at the youth center, Bldg. 2800. Age groups 
for football are 9-10 and 11-12 – cost is $65 per 
child. Age groups for cheerleading are 8-9 and 10-

11 – cost is $45 per child. Two mascots for each age 
group, ages 4-5 and ages 6-7 – cost is $25 per child. 
Soccer practices will begin Aug. 7 – cost is $25 for 
ages 4-5 and $45 for ages 6-13. Evaluations will be 
held Aug. 7 for ages 8 and up, if necessary, at the 
youth Center. There will be a parent’s meeting will 
be Aug. 1 at 6 p.m. at the youth center. To register, 
children must be a child and youth services member 
and have a current sports physical. 

Also, prospective coaches are needed. Those 
who are interested in coaching can call 255-0950 or 
255-2254 for more information.

For more information, call 255-2257 or 225-
9638.
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DOTHAN SOUTH
2067 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE SOUTH

DOTHAN, AL 36301

877-542-1722

ENTERPRISE
1501 E PARK AVENUE
ENTERPRISE, AL 36330

855-604-6551

WE
BUY
CARS

WE’RE
HIRING!
APPLY
ONLINE

OutletAuto.com

ENTERPRISE & DOTHAN
TWO GREAT LOCATIONS - 300+ VEHICLES ONLINE AT OUTLETAUTO.COM

SUMMER SALES EVENTSUMMER SALES EVENT

All Power, Low Miles!
Stock #1124900J

2014 TOYOTA CAMRY SE YOUR CHOICE!
$215
DOWN PERMO.

&
$215

LOW PAYMENTS!

2015 KIA OPTIMA

$215 Down &$215 Per Mo.

2016 CHEVY IMPALA

$215 Down &$215 Per Mo.

2015 CHEVYMALIBU

$215 Down &$215 Per Mo.

YOUR CHOICE!
$199
DOWN PERMO.

&

Auto, Power Windows & Locks, Low Miles!
Stock #3514600J

2015 CHEVY CRUZE

$199
2016 KIA FORTE

$199 Down &$199 Per Mo.

2014 CHEVY EQUINOX

$199 Down &$199 Per Mo.

2015 CHRYSLER 200

$199 Down &$199 Per Mo.

Auto, Low Miles!
Stock #1125500L NO OBLIGATION

APPRAISAL

WE’RE BUYING CARS!
WeWill Buy Your Vehicle, Or You
Can Trade It In For Top Dollar!

WE’RE BUYING THEM ALL!
ALL YEARS! ALL MODELS!
WE WILL NOT BE OUTBID!

2016 HYUNDAI ACCENT

$179 Down &$179 Per Mo.

2013 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$179 Down &$179 Per Mo.

2015 FORD FOCUS

$179 Down &$179 Per Mo.

YOUR CHOICE!
$179
DOWN

$179
PERMO.

&

$215
DOWN

$215
PERMO

.
&

2016 FORD FIESTA

$179
DOWN

$179
PERMO

.
&

$215
DOWN

$215
PEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRMOMOOMMMOOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMMOOOMOOMOOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOOOMOMOMOMOMOOOMOMOMOOOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOOMOMOMOMOMMOMOMMOMOMOMOMMMMMMOMMMMMOMOMOMMOMMMMMOOOMOMOOMOOMMMMOMOMOMMMOOOMOOMMOOOOMOOMOOOOOOOOOOOMOOOOOOOOOOO

...
&

$199
DOWN

$199
PERMO

.
&

BIG ANNOUNCEMENT COMING SOON!
We’re Growing Even Bigger!

2015 HONDA CIVIC LX
Only

$15,991

2016MAZDA 3 I SPORT
Only

$15,994

2014 HONDA ACCORD
Only

$17,591

2017 JEEP PATRIOT LATITUDE
Touring!

$17,991

2016 JEEP COMPASS
Only

$17,992

2016MAZDA 6
Low Miles!
$18,991

2016 DODGE CARAVAN
Only

$18,991

2016 CHRYSLER 300C
Sunroof, Leather, Low Miles!

$22,992

2017 KIA SEDONA
Only

$23,591

2014 FORD EDGE
Loaded!

$23,991

2016 GMC SIERRA R/C
Only

$23,995

2016 NISSAN FRONTIER
Crew Cab, 4X4!

$25,991

2015 ACURA TLX
Low Miles, Loaded!

$26,591

2014 CADILLAC SRX
Only

$26,991

2013 GMC SIERRA 1500
Crew Cab, 4X4, Local Trade!

$28,991

2014 GMC SIERRA 1500
4X4, Double Cab, SLE!

$32,991

2014 GMC SIERRA SLE

$32,992

Auto, V8, Double Cab, 4X4,
Sunroof, Navigation!

2014 LEXUS ES350
Auto, Leather, Sunroof!

$27,891
2016 BUICK LACROSSE LEATHER
Auto, V6, Loaded,
LEATHER!

$24,991

LUXURY &

PERFORMANCE

2015 RAM
Crew Cab, 4X4, Big Horn!

$30,993

THIS IS

THE ONE!

NICE TRUCK

LOWMILES!

2015 CADILLAC CTS
Auto, V6, 4X4!

$32,591

2016 FORD F-150 XLT

CLASSY &

COMFORTABLE
!

2014 CHEVROLET SILVERADO

$31,992

Auto, V8, 2v4, Crew Cab,
Loaded!

STYLE &

ATTITUDE
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