
Fort Rucker Survivor Outreach 
Services hosted its fourth Gold 
Star Simulator Day at the Good-
hand Simulator Complex Satur-
day.

Nearly 40 Gold Star Family 
members, representing 13 fallen 
service members, were able to 
spread their wings and try their 
hand at flying in simulators de-
signed to train today’s Army 
Aviators.

Fort Rucker leadership, includ-
ing Col. Shannon T. Miller, Fort 
Rucker garrison commander; 
CW5 Joseph B. Roland, chief 
warrant officer of the Aviation 
Branch; and William G. Kidd, 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker dep-
uty to the commanding general, 
as well as a multitude of Aviation 
instructor pilots were on hand to 
spend the day with the family 
members and give them a taste of 
Aviation training.

“There is no place I’d rather be 

on a Saturday morning than sit-
ting here with Gold Star Family 
members, and I mean that from 
the bottom of my heart,” said 
Roland. “We have a trust and a 
responsibility to honor you all 
because of the service members 
you lost in service to the nation.

“As a father of a service mem-
ber … I can’t fully grasp what 
you all are going through,” he 
added. “This is a small way for 
us to get you together and honor 
your service members.”

The Gold Star Family mem-
bers started off with breakfast 
and a meet-and-greet where they 
were able to talk with other fam-
ily members, as well as Soldiers 
and leaders before getting behind 
the simulators of some of Avia-
tion’s most well-known aircraft, 
including the TH-67 and UH-60 
Black Hawk.

For Yolanda Brooks, Gold Star 
Family member, it was a perfect 
day to remember her son, Sgt. 
Curtis Glawson, who was killed 
in Iraq in 2007, especially be-
cause it was his birthday.

“He would have been 35 today, 
and it’s nice to be able to celebrate 
his birthday today here,” she said. 
“I really appreciate that they take 
the time and remember – it really 
makes you feel special.”

Brooks brought her grandchil-
dren to the simulator day to not 
only share in the remembrance of 
their fallen Soldier, but to experi-
ence Army training as a way to 
stay connected.

“It’s nice to be able to do some 
experiences that you wouldn’t get 
to,” she said. “This is just really 
special and I really appreciate it. 
[A loss] is something you don’t 
wish on anybody, but it helps to 
be around other family members, 
so you’re not alone.”

Making sure that family mem-

bers aren’t alone when going 
through one of the toughest times 
of their lives is exactly why SOS 
exists, said Cheareice Thomas, 
SOS support coordinator. The 
event is meant as a way to bring 
families together at their own 
pace to show that support is there 
when they need it.

“It’s really difficult to make 
a decision to come and be con-
nected, especially if it’s a fallen 
service member that was part of 
Aviation,” she said. “This is also 
an opportunity for them to learn 
about the Aviation world and ex-
perience it, and have a connec-
tion to some of the service mem-
bers who have taken some time 
out today to be here with us.

“It is tremendously impor-

tant to continue this support,” 
she continued. “When you go 
through a loss, I don’t know that 
there is ever a time that void is 
filled – it’s just always there. Do-
ing things like this is just another 
opportunity to embrace [the fam-
ily members] and give them that 
hug of support for as long as they 
need it.”

The important thing people 
should remember is that Gold 
Star Family members live with 
their loss every day, said Thom-
as, so it’s important to make sure 
that they are taken care of every 
day, if needed.

“We think about them every 
day,” she said. “When they lost, 
we all did – our nation experi-
enced a loss.”
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Branson and Kohen Barker, Gold Star Family members, get a flight lesson from 
CW4 Scott Skaug, Headquarters Headquarters Co., 1-223rd Avn. Regt., in a UH-60M 
training simulator.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

Za’kyran Dunlap and Bryan Glawson, Gold Star Family members, take a turn in a TH-67 training simulator during Gold Star 
Simulator Day at the Goodhand Simulator Complex Saturday.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

HONORING SACRIFICE
Post hosts survivors at 
Gold Star Simulator Day

Emergency situations can quickly go from 
bad to worse, and Fort Rucker put its first re-
sponders and emergency services personnel to 
the test with a scenario that kept officials on 
their toes.

The installation held its annual all-hazards 
exercise June 7 with an ever-changing scenario 
that involved a stolen vehicle, active shooter 
and fuel leak to test Fort Rucker and surround-
ing communities’ response to an emergency 
situation, according to Willie Worsham, Fort 
Rucker emergency manager.

During this scenario, there was a fuel tanker 
that was delivering fuel to the Triangle Express 
on the corner of Farrell and Artillery Road, said 
Worsham. As the driver went inside the build-
ing, the tanker was stolen and headed toward 
Lowe Army Heliport via Farrell Road.

The scenario had the truck then crash on the 
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Fort Rucker Fire Department firefighters perform a safety check on the 
scene during the installation’s all-hazards exercise scenario June 7.

PUT TO THE TEST

The 1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment 
welcomed its new command sergeant major dur-
ing a change of responsibility ceremony at Howze 
Field Friday.

Command Sgt. Maj. Francisco J. Declet, 1st. 
Bn., 145th Avn. Regt. command sergeant major, 
assumed responsibility from Command Sgt. Maj.  
David S. Lane as the unit colors changed hands 
from Lane to Lt. Col. Col. Kent MacGregor, 1st 
Bn., 145th Avn. Regt. commander, to Declet dur-

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

1-145th 
welcomes
new CSM

SEE 1-145TH, PAGE A7

Post conducts all-
hazards exercise
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Carlos Whitehead, Fort Rucker community police officer, 
and Sgt. Michael Adams, 6th Military Police Detache-
ment, advance on a suspect during a scenario.
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Command Sgt. Maj. Francisco J. Declet, 1st. Bn., 145th 
Avn. Regt. command sergeant major, accepts the unit col-
ors from Lt. Col. Kent MacGregor, 1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt. 
commander, as he assumes responsibility as command 
sergeant major for the unit during a ceremony on Howze 
Field June 9.

SEE EXERCISE, PAGE A7



FORT LEE, Va. — Summer is 
a great time of year for foodies. 

Backyard barbecues please the 
palate with tangy goodness, and 
few vacationers can resist the 
waft of roadside cookeries or the 
tantalizing treats found at small 
community farmer’s markets and 
fairs.

How does one enjoy this ex-
ploration of epicurean delights 
while maintaining a healthy life-
style? Just remember the 80-20 
split. Ensure at least 80 percent 
of the items consumed daily are 
healthy, nutrient-rich foods that 
promote energy and well-being. 
Allot the other 20 percent to fun 
food choices that may not fall 
into the healthy category but are 
good for one’s mood and satis-
faction.

To eat clean, it’s important to 
choose edibles closer to the farm 
than factory. Fresh and frozen 
fruits and vegetables are a great 
start. Avoiding boxed or frozen 
convenience meals is another 
good move toward healthier eat-
ing. Most of those foods are high 
in salt, unhealthy saturated and 
trans-fats, cholesterol and added 
sugars.

Remember also, many food dis-
tributors use words like “natural” 
or “whole grain” as marketing 
gimmicks. The best way to know 
what’s in the product is to read 
the ingredients list. Labels with 
contents impossible to pronounce 
are typically not a healthy choice. 
When ordering a restaurant meal, 

ask the server if it’s fresh or pre-
packaged. Pay attention to the 
calorie listings on most menus, 
and ask them to hold the salt, so 
you can add it yourself and con-
trol the amount.

Here are some other sugges-
tions for cleaner eating.

Choose fresh chicken instead • 
of processed nuggets, wings 
or patties.
Buy bacon and beef patties • 

from the butcher case. When 
buying processed meats 
(which should be very limited 
in everyone’s diet) it is best 
to look for brands with no ni-
trates or nitrites added.
Opt for homemade nut and • 
raisin snacks instead of pack-
aged trail mixes.
For a side dish, eat wild rice, • 
Quinoa or barley instead of 
prepackaged rice and pastas 

that are high in salt and trans-
fats.
Sweet potatoes and whole • 
potatoes are a very nutritious 
side dish.
Limit intake of cheese to one • 
ounce per day – roughly the 
amount of a single cheese 
stick or a thumb-sized serv-
ing.
Eat fish high in Omega-3 fatty • 
acids, e.g., salmon or tuna, at 

least two or three times per 
week.
Limit meat portions to 3-4 • 
ounces – size of a deck of 
cards – and only eat red meat, 
including pork, two or three 
times per week.
Be wary of the label when • 
looking for trans-fat, fre-
quently disguised as partially 
hydrogenated oils. Trans-fat is 
linked to increased LDL (bad) 
cholesterol levels, a contribu-
tor to heart disease.
When building a plate, fill • 
three quarters of it with plant-
based foods: vegetables, 
fruits, starches and true whole 
grains.
Salads containing fresh vege-• 
tables and fruit are a good op-
tion. Choose beans as a pro-
tein instead of high-fat cheese 
and processed meats. Use a 
light amount of dressing with 
an olive oil base.
Air-popped popcorn is a • 
healthier choice than pretzels 
or chips. Try cold yogurt in-
stead of ice cream. Be wary of 
the sugar in fruit juices – even 
with labels that read “100-per-
cent juice” – and sodas.

Clean eating is a matter of 
careful meal planning, smart 
shopping, thinking about ingre-
dients and being choosey as to 
what lands on your plate. Just 
remember, those not taking steps 
to control their diet are feeding 
the factors of illness and dis-
ease.

Want to learn more? Talk to 
your health care provider about 
nutritional counseling. 
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Perspective

W01 Kenneth 
Robinson, 1st Bn., 
145th Avn. Regt.“I just like spending the day 

with my kids.
“Just have fun and show how 

caring and responsible he is, and 
spend that day with him.”

“Just let them know they’re do-
ing a good job. In the Army, a lot 
of dads are away because they’re 
deployed, so if they’re spending 
Father’s Day with their dad, let 
them know that they’re loved and 
appreciated – it’s about the little 
things.”  

“Remind him what he’s done 
for you in the past and how much 
it means to you that he’s your fa-
ther. Thank them for the things 
they’ve done for you.” 

Doug Miller, 
retired military

Carl Walker, 
civilian

Staff Sgt. Jacob Ware, 
Idaho National Guard

“Simple – a hug.” 

Joelene Gibson, 
military spouse

By Kathleen Viau
Kenner Army Health Clinic

EATING CLEAN

Father’s day is this Sunday. 
What are some ways you can 

show your father or any father-
figure appreciation?”
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Dietitian advises: choose closer to farm than factory

“



WASHINGTON — There’s a lot of ex-
cess infrastructure in the Army – about 161 
million square feet of it. 

And paying to maintain that is costing the 
Army a lot of money. These vital resources 
could instead be used to reduce mainte-
nance backlogs on about 33,000 facilities 
across the force that are now deemed in 
“poor or failing condition,” said Lt. Gen. 
Gwen Bingham, the Army’s assistant chief 
of staff for installation management.

Bingham told lawmakers during a June 
6 hearing on Capitol Hill that the Army has 
a deferred maintenance backlog on infra-
structure of about $10.8 billion. That ac-
counts for about 22 percent of the Army’s 
buildings and means more than one in five 
buildings are in poor condition.

“The condition of these mission facili-
ties – airfields, training areas, maintenance 
facilities, roads, ports, dams, bridges, hous-
ing and barracks – directly impacts the 
readiness of our units and the morale of our 
Soldiers, civilians and families,” Bingham 
said.

Bingham testified before the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee – Subcommittee 
on Military Construction, Veterans’ Affairs 
and Related Agencies.

Another round of base realignment and 
closure, she said, would mean that excess 
facilities around the Army could be closed 
and would no longer need to be maintained 
-- they could be demolished. Addition-
ally, dollars saved from no longer having 
to maintain those facilities could also be 
applied toward repairing facilities that the 
Army continues to need and toward other 
readiness priorities of the Army.

“The Army has infrastructure capacity in 

excess of any foreseeable future force struc-
ture, not always located where it is needed, 
but consuming precious dollars that could 
be better invested elsewhere,” Bingham 
said. “BRAC preserves irreplaceable train-
ing land and airspace, while eliminating 
unneeded assets and excess buildings to ef-
ficiently facilitate future growth.”

The fiscal year 2018 budget request for 
the Army, released May 23, includes about 
$1.79 billion for facilities. That’s allocation 
for $1.2 billion for military construction, 
$529 million for family housing, and $58 
million to continue execution of the last 
BRAC round, which happened in 2005.

Bingham said she’s grateful for the bud-
get request, and hopes Congress will ap-
prove it, but that the request is still lower 
than what is needed. Because the Army 
continues to prioritize readiness over ev-
erything else, she said, it is taking risks in 
facilities maintenance. Still, she said, the 
budget request for military construction 
this year is 40 percent more than what it 
was in 2015.

“This increase demonstrates the Army’s 
intention to reverse past underfunding, 
admittedly over an extended timeframe,” 
Bingham said. “When you combine the 
sustainment funding, the restoration and 
modernization, coupled with the [military 
construction], this FY18 budget request, if 
approved, will be able to arrest the accel-
erated trend in facility degradation. We are 
grateful for that.”

Bingham also explained to lawmakers 
the Army’s “three-pronged” effort to reset 
its backlog of facilities that are in poor con-
dition.

First, she said, resources are being direct-
ed now to sustain facilities that are current-
ly in good condition, so that those facilities 
don’t fall into a state of disrepair.

Additionally, she said, the Army is apply-
ing resources to go after the $10.8 billion 
deferred maintenance backlog. “We apply 
resources to modernize and upgrade our 
facilities to keep pace with our execution 
of our missions,” she explained. As part of 
that, the Army will demolish some build-
ings as funds are available.

Finally, she said, the Army started a new 
initiative about a year ago called Reduce 
the Footprint.

“We are consolidating all of our men and 
women into our best facilities first, and then 
being able to rid ourselves of facilities that 
are in failed conditions,” she explained. “We 
know we have about 161 million square 
feet of excess capacity. We programmed 
that we could probably account for about 
33 million in excess.”

Even with the Reduce the Footprint ini-

tiative, she said, the Army will be left with 
about 128 million square feet of excess 
facility space. And she said that the Army 
would like to stop worrying about main-
taining that space.

“Save from having a BRAC, that’s about 
all we’ll be able to do as it relates to dimin-
ishing our excess,” she said.

Bingham also told lawmakers that the 
return of sequestration or another continu-
ing resolution would “have a devastating 
impact on our men and women. Not only 
the morale, but also the state of affairs of 
our infrastructure.”

She said that Army installations can only 
be ready and resilient with “adequate, pre-
dictable, and sustained funding – and the 
authority to implement efficiency measures 
such as closing and realigning our installa-
tions.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Sol-
diers’ feedback on the depart-
ment’s uniform policy have been 
heard at the highest level, and the 
results: two new updates to the 
Army uniform regulation.

Soldiers with multiple identifi-
cation badges will be able to wear 
two badges, one on each side of 
their Army Combat Uniform, or 
ACU. Female Soldiers are also 
now allowed the option of wear-
ing skirts or slacks as part of their 
dress uniform for social func-
tions.

ID BADGES
“For a long time, Soldiers were 

only allowed to wear one badge 
on the Army Combat Uniform,” 
said Sgt. Maj. Anthony Moore of 
the Army’s G-1 Uniform Policy 
Branch. “Soldiers are now autho-
rized to move identification badg-
es to the opposite side of the ACU 
coat in order to wear two badges 
normally prescribed for the same 
side of the ACU.” 

In the past, badges were autho-
rized for either the right or left 
side. If Soldiers were awarded two 
right-side or two left-side badges, 
they had to choose one to place on 
the authorized side of their ACU 
uniform.

“For a lot of Soldiers, it was a 

source of frustration because they 
were proud of the achievements 
that they had accomplished and 
wanted to display both badges, 
but the regulation prohibited them 
from doing so,” Moore said. “We 
already allowed two badges on 
the Army Service Uniform, so it 
made sense to do it for the ACU 
as well.” 

Specific ID badges include: The 
Guard - Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier Badge, Military Horseman 

Badge, Drill Sergeant Badge, U.S. 
Army/USAR Recruiter Badge, 
Career Counselor Badge, Army 
National Guard Recruiter Badge, 
and the Instructor Badge. 

Soldiers are authorized only 
one Recruiting Badge on their 
uniform at a time.

For example, if a Soldier is 
awarded the Tomb of the Un-
known Solider Badge and the Ca-
reer Counselor Badge, they may 
wear both by moving the Career 

Counselor Badge to the left side. 
Placement of badges is in the 

order of precedence and the lower 
one is moved to the opposite side 
of the uniform.

DRESS SLACKS FOR 
WOMEN

The second major change is 
specific to female Soldiers. Dur-
ing the Senior Enlisted Council in 
March, members voted to allow 
women to wear either the skirt or 

slacks with the Army blue dress 
uniform at social functions.

According to Moore, there was 
a concern among some female 
Soldiers as to why they were only 
allowed to wear the skirts with the 
blue dress version of the uniform.

“As a female, we are required 
to have both and being able to 
make the decision to wear either 
for that event is a great opportu-
nity,” said Maj. Mollie Kedney, 
10th Mountain Division. “Espe-
cially in places where weather 
comes into play, like here at Fort 
Drum, keeping my legs warm is 
something I might enjoy when it 
comes to going to these events. 
It’s a good change and I think it 
will be well received by the fe-
male community.”

Exceptions to Department of 
the Army Pamphlet 670-1, Guide 
to the Wear and Appearance of 
Army Uniforms and Insignia, 
were recently issued via memo-
randums and will serve as guid-
ance for the two uniform changes 
until the revised DA Pam 670-1 is 
published, Moore said.

“These decisions help morale 
and also show that senior leaders 
are listening to their concerns,” 
Moore said. Soldiers cannot al-
ways receive everything they 
want, he added, “but when there 
is an opportunity that doesn’t im-
pact readiness, senior leadership 
is willing to do that for Soldiers.”
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By Stacy A. Ouellette
Army News Service

UNIFORM CHANGES

News Briefs
ACOE recognition

Fort Rucker will host a recognition ceremony 
Monday at 2 p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Mu-
seum to celebrate workforce contributions that led 
to the post’s recent selection as the Chief of Staff 
of the Army’s Army Communities of Excellence 
Silver Award winner.

Clinic closure
Lyster Army Health Clinic will close June 23 at 

11:30 a.m. The pharmacy and lab will also close at 
this time. Lyster will remain open all day June 21.

Indoor pool closure
The indoor pool at the Fort Rucker Physical 

Fitness Center will close for two weeks beginning 
Monday. The closure is necessary to fix several me-
chanical issues. In the interim, physical training lap 
lane reservations and lap swimming will occur at 
SPLASH! Pool and Spray Park Mondays-Fridays 
from 5:30-10:30 a.m. The indoor pool is scheduled 
to re-open July 3. 

For more information, call 255-2296.

Changes of command
The 1st Battalion, 223rd Aviation Regiment • 
will host a change of command ceremony Fri-
day at 8:30 a.m. on Howze Field.
The 1st Battalion, 14th Aviation Regiment, will • 
host a change of command ceremony June 22 
at 8:30 a.m. on Howze Field. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the ceremony will take place at 
1:30 p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. 
Lt. Col. Michael S. Johnson will assume com-
mand from Lt. Col. Jeffrey S. Dahlgren.
The U.S. Army Aeromedical Research Labora-• 
tory will host a change of command ceremony 
July 7 at noon at the U.S. Army Aviation Mu-
seum.
U.S. Army Garrison Fort Rucker will host a • 
change of command ceremony July 12 at 2 
p.m. at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. Col. 
Brian E. Walsh will assume command from 
Col. Shannon T. Miller.

PTSD group
A post traumatic stress disorder education 

group meets Tuesdays from 5-6:30 p.m. in the 
Fort Rucker Spiritual Life Center in Bldg. 8939 
on Red Cloud Road. The group follows the Vet-
erans Affairs protocol PTSD Recovery Program 
and is for anyone interested in learning more 
about PTSD.

For more information, call 255-3903.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets
Alcoholics Anonymous meets Wednesdays 

from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Rm. 147 of Bldg. 
4502. For more on the group, call 334-237-1973.

Tobacco cessation program
The Lyster Army Health Clinic tobacco ces-

sation program consists of four weekly sessions 
each month. Each class is one hour. Classes are 
Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to noon at the Army 
Wellness Center. 

For more information, call 334-255-7930. 

Lost and found
People who have lost or misplaced property 

while on Fort Rucker can call the Directorate of 
Public Safety’s lost and found point of contact 
at 255-3239 to inquire if their property has been 
turned in. To claim their property, people must be 
able to demonstrate ownership of the property. 

DPS retains property found or turned in at spe-
cial events held on the installation, such as Free-
dom Fest – the most common items turned-in are 
keys, cell phones and wallets.

Pay office closure
The Defense Military Pay Office now closes 

at 12:30 p.m. on Wednesdays. Also, beginning 
Tuesday, DMPO office hours will change to 7:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Mondays-Tuesdays, 7:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Wednesdays, and 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Thursdays and Fridays.

Pharmacy change
The Lyster Army Health Clinic Pharmacy no 

longer accepts drop-off forms for all refill re-
quests. It is mandatory to phone in all prescription 
refills. Call 1-877-520-1623 or 334-255-7671.

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

REDUCE THE FOOTPRINT

PHOTO BY CLINT STONE

U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys, South Korea, is one of the largest construction projects in the U.S. 
Army. Another round of base realignment and closure could free up funds to help the Army complete 
projects such as the one at Camp Humphreys, but also repair the 33,000 facilities in disrepair, and also 
aim money at readiness efforts.
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New Army regulations allow Soldiers to wear two identification badges on the same uniform – one on each pocket.

Army installation chief asks for new BRAC round to improve readiness, morale

Soldiers can now wear 2 ID badges, women can wear slacks at socials



WASHINGTON — Many in-
stallations across the Army this 
year are marking the centennial 
of the construction of their posts, 
which occurred in the weeks and 
months following the U.S. decla-
ration of war on Germany April 6, 
1917.

Prior to World War I, the regu-
lar Army numbered 133,000 Sol-
diers. At the time, an additional 
400,000 served in the Army Na-
tional Guard. By the end of World 
War I, the combined total of ac-
tive and Guard had grown to over 
4 million, said Eric Setzekorn, a 
historian at the Center of Military 
History.

“Never before or since has the 
Army experienced a comparable 
period of massive expansion, 
coupled with unprecedented orga-
nizational transformation, in such 
a brief period as during 1917 to 
1918,” he said.

To house and train all of the 
new Soldiers, hastily constructed 
or expanded camps sprouted up 
across the country, 16 of which 
were Guard installations, he said. 
Swamps were drained, forests 
were cleared to build parade fields 
and roads, and the wood was used 
to erect barracks and chow halls. 
Small cities of 30,000 to 40,000 
Soldiers seemed to materialize 
overnight.

Many of the installations took 
on names of Civil War gener-
als, such as Camp Meade, Camp 
Gordon, Camp Lee and Camp 
Jackson, he said. Fort Belvoir 
was originally called Camp Hum-
phreys, also a Civil War general. 
The name changed after the war.

The Civil War wasn’t the only 
source of names for new camps. 
Camp Travis, for instance, was 
named for a hero of the Battle of 
the Alamo. It later became Fort 
Sam Houston and is now Joint 
Base San Antonio. And Camp Dix 
was named for a veteran of the 
War of 1812 and the Civil War. 
After the war it was re-named Fort 
Dix and today is part of Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst. 

Camp Funston, named for 
Spanish-American War leader 
Maj. Gen. Frederick Funston, 
eventually became Fort Riley. 
Camp Lewis, in Washington State, 
was named for early American 
explorer Meriwether Lewis. That 
installation became Fort Lewis, 
and is now known as Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord.

A few camps, like Camp Cody 
near Deming, New Mexico, and 
Camp Wadsworth, near Spartan-
burg, South Carolina, were inac-
tivated following the end of the 
war.

COMMUNITY EFFORT
Community involvement in 

setting up the camps was essen-
tial, Setzekorn said. Not only 
did people from the surrounding 
communities help build the new 
camps and then work there, they 
were also instrumental in getting 
the camps there in the first place.

Take Fort Jackson, South Caro-
lina. When word came down that 
a location was needed to house 
and train Soldiers, the people in 
the nearby city of Columbia saw 
the new Army post as being po-
tentially good for business, public 
relations and patriotism, Setze-
korn said. “So they acquired the 
land, cleared the trees, drained 
the swamps and basically started 
building from scratch.”

Other camps across America 
had similar stories of communi-
ties eager to pitch in and do their 
part for the war effort, he said.

IN THE ARMY NOW
Many of the arriving recruits 

had never ventured far from home, 
Setzekorn said. The vast majority 
had also never experienced mili-
tary life. Army chow replaced their 
mom’s cooking. Recruits learned 
close-order drill, marksmanship 
and how to use their bayonets. 
And every Soldiers was issued 
brown doughboy uniforms.

It was a culture shock for some, 
he said. And for the many recruits 
who had recently immigrated to 
the U.S. and hadn’t yet learned 
English, it was a double challenge 
for them.

Once their training was com-
plete, they were ready to ship out 
to France.

Soldiers boarded troop trains 
for the journey to the east coast 
where they would await transport 
across the Atlantic. The largest 
embarkation facility was Camp 
Merritt near Tenafly, New Jersey, 
about 10 miles from New York 
City. The location had good ac-
cess to rail, he said, noting that the 
Interstate Highway System was 
decades away from being built 
and rail was the preferred mode 
of travel.

In the two-year period from the 
summer of 1917 through 1919, 
roughly 1.6 million Soldiers 
passed through the ports that sur-
rounded New York City. More 
than 1 million of those Soldiers 
passed through Camp Merritt. 
That installation was later closed, 
never to reopen, Setzekorn said.

Newport News, Virginia, func-
tioned as the secondary embar-
kation port for Soldiers. Nearly 
300,000 were processed over the 
course of the war from that loca-
tion. Another 140,000 Soldiers 
departed from ports ranging from 
Baltimore to Québec, Canada.

For the tens of thousands of Sol-
diers who died in combat while in 
Europe, these embarkation ports 
would be the last American soil 
they’d ever see, he said.

DEMOBILIZATION
After the war, which ended 

Nov. 11, 1918, the new camps be-
came demobilization centers for 
the returning doughboys. And, at 
least one place, Camp Funston, 
Kansas, housed Soldiers who had 
contracted the deadly Spanish flu.

Setzekorn said the establish-
ment of the camps, along with 
advancements in military tactics, 
technology and organizational 
structure, “laid the foundation 
for not only the American Expe-
ditionary Force’s contribution to 
Germany’s eventual defeat, but 
also to the creation of the modern 
U.S. Army and the emergence of 
America as a world power.”
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SERVING THE WIREGRASS AND BEYOND FOR OVER 27YEARS!

Army installations commemorate 100 years of operation

COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Soldiers train at newly constructed Camp Gordon, Georgia, during World War I. 

COURTESY CENTER OF MILITARY HISTORY

Camps sprouted up across the U.S. after war was declared April 6, 1917. 

PHOTO BY DAVID VERGUN

This Mark VIII Liberty Tank was produced just after World War I, but Soldiers in 
Europe during the war were involved in tank warfare with similar looking behe-
moths. Photo taken at the Fort George G. Meade Museum. 

PHOTO BY DAVID VERGUN

Rucksack marching and horse transportation were primary means of training and 
wartime mobility during World War I, not that different from the Civil War. Photo 
taken at the Fort George G. Meade Museum. 



WASHINGTON – With the launch of 
the new Blended Retirement System, ser-
vice members may wonder how to com-
pare their retirement benefits with the ex-
isting legacy system. 

To help with this, the Defense Depart-
ment has launched a comparison calcula-
tor for eligible service members to ana-
lyze their estimated retirement benefits 
under both the legacy system and the 
Blended Retirement System, according to 
Air Force Maj. Michael Odle, the Defense 
Department’s assistant director of military 
compensation policy.

The tool walks members through five 
screens, allowing users to adjust 12 data 
fields and compare benefit scenarios un-
der both systems, he added.

The calculator is aimed at helping eli-
gible members make the best decision 
about whether to remain in the current re-
tirement plan, known as the High-3 Sys-
tem, or opt into the Blended Retirement 
System, which goes into effect Jan. 1, he 
said.

Eligible service members have until 
Dec. 31, 2018, to enroll in the new sys-
tem. Military members who enter service 
on or after Jan. 1, 2018, will automatically 
be enrolled in the BRS.

The tool is meant to provide flexibility 
so that members can compare estimated 
benefits under a variety of situations, said 
Steve Galing, the lead analyst in the De-
fense Military Personnel Policy Analyti-
cal Directorate.

Service members are advised to con-
sult with a financial professional, he said. 
“This is a personal decision,” he added. 
“There are a lot of various resources 
available to our members, but ultimately 
it is up to the member.”

DOD-ENDORSED CALCULATOR
The calculator is a comprehensive tool 

designed to take into account the unique 
financial situations of all who serve – ac-
tive duty, National Guard members and 
reservists, Odle said. It is designed to be 
used in conjunction with the mandatory 
BRS opt-in course.

This comparison calculator is the only 
comparison tool endorsed by DOD, he 
added. 

The opt-in BRS course is available 
with a common access card through Joint 
Knowledge Online, or through a service’s 
learning management system. 

Additionally, an optional training course 
for the calculator will be available in the 
next few weeks, Odle said. 

EXPLORING OPTIONS UNDER 
CALCULATOR

If users hover over underlined text in 
the calculator, an information box will pop 
up that will highlight further information 
on that particular topic, Odle explained. 

More information is available through 
the links in the “more info” section under 
each page of the calculator. 

After a user inputs all the information 
in the 12 data fields, the calculator will 
generate a results page. Service members 
are encouraged to go through the process 
several times to see how their projected 
benefits change under various situations, 
Odle said.

The comparison calculator does not 
take into account optional Thrift Savings 
Plan service member contributions under 
the legacy retirement plan, and it does not 

account for optional monthly automatic 
Treasury Direct Government Savings 
Bonds purchased under the legacy plan, 
he explained.

All currently-serving members are 
grandfathered under their legacy retire-
ment plans. Active component service 
members with fewer than 12 years of 
service as of Dec. 31, 2017, and reserv-
ists in a pay status with fewer than 4,320 
retirement points as of Dec. 31, 2017, are 
covered under the existing system, but are 
eligible to opt into the Blended Retire-
ment System.
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WASHINGTON – What kind of wall is impervious to 
bullets, bombs, drills, or tidal waves? 

A language barrier. 
The Army’s Machine Foreign Language Translation 

System punches through that barrier by providing lan-
guage translation capabilities to individual Soldiers. 

Traditionally, an Army linguist, military operational 
specialty (MOS) 35P, trains continuously from six to 16 
months in order to achieve the required level of proficien-
cy for a given language. Skilled linguists, native speakers 
who serve as interpreters for the Army with MOS 09L, 
and even language translation contractors are always in 
short supply – and are typically over-tasked once they are 
deployed. 

Enter MFLTS, a software application that provides a 
language translation capability to individual Soldiers. 
Since today’s Army is increasingly engaged on a global 
scale, it is more important than ever that Soldiers must be 
able to communicate effectively with native, non-English 
speaking populations. For example, if a Soldier is con-
ducting base security or is working among native popula-
tions to gather information via tactical questioning, he or 
she must be able to communicate with these populations 
in order to effectively complete the mission. 

There are currently two MFLTS applications in use. 
One provides two-way, real-time speech-to-speech trans-
lation, while the other provides text-to-text translation of 
electronic documents, web pages, and social media. Both 
versions utilize state-of-the-art machine language transla-
tion technology and allow users to select from a number 
of language packs, depending on the languages spoken in 
their area of operations or on other specific user require-
ments. 

With the mission in mind, the MFLTS program office is 
also developing a web-based portal that will enable users 
to download and install the MFLTS application, update 
the application, or download language packs as needed 
by the user. In the future, a user will be able to customize 
his or her MFLTS application by accessing more than 65 
individual language packs. 

Although MFLTS uses open systems architecture and 
advanced machine learning technologies inspired by the 
private sector, it was also specially designed to meet 
some very unique Army requirements. Soldiers typically 
operate in environments where connectivity to networks 
and remote servers is not guaranteed, so MFLTS must be 
hosted locally on the users’ smartphones and computers. 
The Army also uses military-unique language content 
that is not understood by commercial language translation 
products, and must be developed and integrated into the 
MFLTS in order to support full spectrum military opera-
tions. 

“Today’s Army routinely supports Joint Interagency, 
Intergovernmental, Multinational missions where the 
multinational partners do not speak (or) write English,” 
said Tracy Blocker, the MFLTS representative to Training 
and Doctrine Command. 

“MFLTS supports the Army’s No. 1 priority – readiness 
– by providing an automated language translation capa-
bility that can be used by deployed Soldiers who have a 
need to communicate with local foreign language speak-
ers when a human linguist is not available,” she said.

Deployed Soldiers can also use MFLTS to enhance 

their situational awareness and understanding via the 
translation of foreign language documents and social me-
dia, such as websites and blog pages. 

The MFLTS program will continue to support the 
Army by developing new language packs and making 
them available for download by users via the MFLTS 
Language Portal. This new, deployable and adaptable lan-
guage translation capability directly enables the Army to 
win in a complex world by effectively breaking through 
the language barriers that the Army will encounter – today 
and tomorrow.

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — The command-
er of the Army’s newest formation, the 1st 
Security Force Assistance Brigade, spoke 
with nearly 100 Soldiers here on Wednesday 
about the conventional Army’s first perma-
nent unit, whose core mission is to advise 
and assist foreign security forces. 

Col. Scott Jackson is the first commander 
of the brigade, which will be staffed with 
more than 500 seasoned officers and non-
commissioned officers who volunteered to 
be a part of the unit. 

The Secretary of the Army approved the 
growth of SFABs in 2016 to provide a spe-
cially designed force for security force as-
sistance, to preserve brigade combat team 
readiness, and to provide a cadre to support 
rapid regeneration of brigade combat teams 
if required.

Jackson said the Army is looking for Sol-
diers who are already proven leaders in the 
conventional Army to provide the best advice 
and assistance to foreign security forces. The 
Soldiers must have successful operational 
experience and have demonstrated compe-
tence in their career fields. 

Once selected for the brigade, Soldiers 
will report to Fort Benning, Georgia., in Oc-
tober to begin a year-long training regimen 
that will include formal schooling of security 
force assistance-specific tasks such as build-
ing, training, advising, assisting, and assess-
ing security forces. 

Additionally, SFABs will receive collec-
tive training with a new training strategy 
developed specifically for security force as-

sistance including cultural, language and 
foreign weapons training.

“If you want a chance to write history, to 
be a part of where history is being made, this 
is the brigade for you,” said Jackson. “If you 
want the chance to do what you joined the 
Army for; to be a master-at-arms, then this is 

the place for you.”
Soldiers who volunteer and are selected 

for assignment to an SFAB will be eligible 
for a $5,000 Assignment Incentive Bonus. 
Soldiers who successfully complete their 
SFAB assignment of 2-3 years will also 
be eligible for a follow-on “Assignment of 

Choice.”
The first SFAB is on track to be ready for 

deployment by the first quarter of fiscal year 
2019.

Soldiers interested in joining a security 
force assistance brigade should contact their 
branch manager or unit S1.
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‘WRITE HISTORY’

ARMY PHOTO

Soldiers assigned to security force assistance brigades will advise and assist foreign security forces. 

New brigade a groundbreaking opportunity for proven leaders

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and

medical staff thank Fort Rucker for its commitment

to the security of our community and our country.

We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and

military families for their personal sacrifices.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK CINEMAS 10
100 New Cetre Drive • Eterprise, AL 36330

Web Site: clarkciemas.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
DISCOUNT FOR ACTIVE & RETIRED MILITARY

(WITH ID) + 1 Guest

— Jue 16 - 22, 2017 —

1 CARS 3

G  realD 3D

1:00, 3:45, 6:30 & 9:15
2 PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:

DEAD MEN TELL NO TALES

PG13

1:20, 4:20, 7:20 & 10:10
3 CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS:

THE FIRST EPIC MOVIE

PG

1:30, 4:00 & 6:30
ALL EYEZ ON ME —R

10:00
4 CARS 3 — G

1:10, 4:10 & 7:10
ROUGH NIGHT — R

10:00
5 CARS 3

G  4K BAS
1:20, 4:20, 7:25 & 9:50

6 WONDER WOMAN

PG13  4K BAS
realD 3D: 12:45 & 10:00
2D: 4:00 & 7:15

7 THE MUMMY

PG13  realD 3D

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00
8 THE MUMMY — PG13

1:10, 4:00, 6:45 & 9:30
9 ROUGH NIGHT — R

1:30, 4:00, 6:30 & 9:00
10 ALL EYEZ ON ME — R

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00

ALL CINEMAS 7.1 AUDIO

Have a Family disaster plan •
and supply kit. 

Build or identify a safe room in •
your home. 

Purchase and use a NOAA •
weather radio with a tone alert 
feature. This will alert you to 
warnings issued by your local 
National Weather Service 
office. 

By Michael Doney
Machine Foreign Language Translation System 
Product Director 

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY CHRISTINE SHEA

Army language translation system assists Soldiers’ readiness



bridge heading to Lowe, followed by a van 
approaching the downed tanker. As the van 
approached, the driver of the stolen tanker 
opened fire on the van and its five occu-
pants, changing the scenario from a stolen 
vehicle to an active shooter scenario.

“With this scenario, we were testing the 
response capability of our [Directorate of 
Public Safety] and triage of our [emergen-
cy medical service] people,” said the emer-
gency manager. “We needed to ensure that 
the installation is prepared to handle any 
type of situation.

“The major flavor recently for terrorists 
is to use a [vehicle-borne improvise explo-
sive device], or use a vehicle to crash into 
people or cause harm, so we were trying 
to test our capability to deal with that,” he 
added.

The initial responders for the scenario 
were Fort Rucker police department mem-
bers, but the scenario included not only 
DPS and EMS, but the Directorate of Pub-
lic Works, as well as outside agencies, such 
as Enterprise Medical Center and the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation.

Marcel Dumais, Fort Rucker police chief, 
said the training is integral to keep the in-
stallation’s officers adapting to changing 
situations.

“The initial call came across to us as a 
stolen vehicle in the scenario, so we de-
ployed what we would normally deploy to 
a stolen vehicle call,” said the police chief. 
“Information came in pretty fast chang-
ing the scenario to a traffic accident, then 
shortly after shots fired on the scene of the 
traffic accident.”

The changing scenario is meant to keep 
the officers and other first responders think-
ing on their feet to understand that any 

situation can escalate at any moment, said 
Worsham.

Dumais said his officers were prepared 
for any changes that might come their way.

“We receive in-service training every 
year where we cover different scenarios 
such as this one, so that [the officers] un-
derstand that, at any given time or day 
when they’re working, they can go from 
zero to 100 very rapidly,” said the police 
chief. “I think this training is critical and 
we’re lucky enough to be able to do one 
once a year at the installation level with the 
full-scale exercise.

“It gives us the opportunity to respond 
to crisis situations in a controlled environ-
ment,” he continued. “It allows our folks to 
hone their critical thinking skills because it 
started out as just a theft of a vehicle and es-
calated rapidly, and I think they did a good 
job of ramping up once they knew what 
was going on out there.”

The exercise also allows the responders 
to test their standards of procedures, said 
Dumais. The scenario will either validate 
the procedures or give them the opportunity 
to tweak and change them if necessary.

In addition to being the first to respond 
to a call, all first responders, including 
police, fire department and EMS, need to 
know how to work together in situations 
like these, which is also what the scenario 
is meant to test, he added.

“Working with the fire department, EMS, 
off-post agencies, that all allows us to make 
sure that our procedures are sound in that 
they do what they’re suppose to do for us,” 
said Dumais. “You’ve got to have [that 
partnership]. We exercise this stuff annu-
ally, but we have monthly meetings off the 
installation with our local law enforcement 
officers just to build good relationships and 
good rapport with them.”
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KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dotha, Alabama

(Across From Eye Ceter South)
LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES & FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

YOUR FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED STORE FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Same Day Delivery • atiowiDe Service
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Low Price Policy
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find for any merchandise we

carry – if we don’t beat it, we’ll
give you the item FREE!

Easy Payment Plans

Lay-a-Way
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TABLE
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ing the ceremony.
“The sergeants major and command sergeants major in this organization have upheld 

a profound tradition and lineage of the NCO corps, and I have had the distinct privilege 
of working alongside one of these prestigious NCOs in Command Sergeant Major Lane, 
who exemplifies these traits in every way,” said MacGregor during the ceremony, and 
welcome the incoming command sergeant major and his wife, Brenda, to the team.

“Command Sergeant Major Declet and Brenda, welcome to the team. I have absolute 
confidence that you will continue to uphold the lineage of outstanding sergeant majors 
and command sergeants major who have served this battalion,” he said. “In the short 
time that I’ve gotten to know you, your zeal, discipline, knowledge and energy is im-
pressive. I know that you will serve the battalion, 1st Aviation Brigade and the Wiregrass 
community with distinction.”

Declet comes to Fort Rucker from previous assignments that span multiple countries 
and continents, including Camp Humphreys, Korea; Illesheim, Germany; and Egypt. 
He’s served in multiple deployments, including Operations Iraqi and Enduring Freedom 
in Kuwait, as well as deployments in Bosnia and Kosovo.

With his extensive experience, Declet said he will do his best to ensure the Soldiers of 
the battalion are ready and able to complete their mission.

“As your senior enlisted leader, I will ensure you remain ready to fight and win today’s 
wars, and our training for the future Army Aviation and Aviators will continue to be a No. 
1 priority,” said the incoming command sergeant major. “I believe the Army gives us a 
handful of once-in-a-lifetime opportunities throughout our military career and service to 
our country, and I believe this is one of them for me.

“Standing here as the command sergeant major of the 145th Aviation Regiment is a 
great pleasure and a great honor, and it is important to maintain and continue, but it is just 
as important to welcome change,” he continued. “The excellent reputation of the 145th 
is known to all the Aviation community, and I understand I have a unique responsibility 
to serve the Soldiers and civilians of the 145th.”

Lane understands Declet’s new responsibilities better than anyone and said he has full 
confidence that he’ll fulfill his duties as the battalion’s highest ranking NCO.

“Frank, what was once my responsibility is now yours. This has been the smoothest 
and most gratifying (transition) I’ve ever been a part of. I couldn’t have chosen a bet-
ter successor myself and I can’t wait to see where you take the Old Warriors,” said the 
outgoing command sergeant major as he bid farewell to the Soldiers of the battalion and 
thanked the leadership for the opportunity to serve.

“Being your sergeant major has been one of the highlights of my career. Knowing that 
the senior Aviators of the Aviation Branch all once stood right where you are today, really 
is not just humbling but is quite enlightening because it lets me know the future of the 
Branch is in good hands,” he added.
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

3BR/2BA/2-CAR GARAGE
(WINTERBERRY PLAN)

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

3BR/2BA/1-CAR GARAGE
(POPLAR PLACE PLAN)

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

3BR/2BA/1-CAR GARAGE
(MAPLE LEAF PLAN)

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

$178,000

$47,000

$188,000

$236,000

$201,000 ~ 4 BEDROOMS

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

OPEN SATURDAY, JUNE 17TH

1:00PM-3:00PM

$69,900
Looking for a cute cottage home?
This is the one for you! 2BR/2BA
recently remodeled through out in
2016. New roof & siding in 2001.
Kitchen opens up to a dining area
that's great for entertaining. This is

a move-in ready must see.
marla@c21regencyrealty.com

MARLA BELLARD
334-464-1149

DIRECTIONS: College Street turn left onto Kentucky Street, go
down take left onto Crawford Avenue & house is on the left.

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

$163,900

REDUCED TO $130,000!!

$192,850

SOMMER BROOKE ~ $221,900

$63,000
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ADAZI MILITARY BASE, Lat -
via — U.S. Soldiers from the 10th 
Combat Aviation Brigade based out of 
Lielvarde provided a CH-47 Chinook 
and UH-60 Black Hawk for hot and 
cold load training to about 100 British 
Royal Marines at helicopter pads on 
Adazi Military Base June 2.

The training was preparation for an 
upcoming event during Saber Strike 
17 that will include the quick upload-
ing and offloading of personnel. Saber 
Strike is a U.S. Army Europe-led mul-
tinational combined forces training 
exercise in the Baltic region. The ex-
ercise tests the capability of multiple 
nations to act against a threat, accord-
ing to USAREUR officials.

Cold load training is the practice of 
entering or exiting the aircraft while 
the aircraft is not operational. Hot load 
training is entering or exiting the air-
craft while the aircraft is operational, 
, said CW3 Douglas Patterson, UH-60 

Black Hawk pilot and safety officer 
for A Company, 3rd General Sup-
port Aviation Battalion, 10th Aviation 
Regiment, 10th Combat Aviation Bri-
gade, 10th Mountain Division out of 
Fort Drum, New York.

The purpose of the exercise was 

to support the Royal Marines in their 
training, he added. Training began 
with familiarizing the British Royal 
Marines with simple aircraft features 
for emergency purposes. The brief 

HOHENFELS TRAINING AREA, Ger-
many — Soldiers of 3rd Armored Brigade 
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, are 
gearing up with land and Aviation forces 
from six NATO-allied and partner nations 
for a Combined Resolve VIII exercise that 
will put them through an intense scenario 
to defend a European nation from attack.

Tanks, wheeled and tracked artillery, he-
licopters and more have been arriving over 
the last week, assembling a multinational 
contingent from Albania, Finland, Hun-
gary, Kosovo, Romania and the Ukraine 
that will directly operate within the U.S. 
3rd ABCT’s combined-arms structure, ac-
cording to Lt. Col. George Mitroka, com-
mander of the 588th Brigade Support Bat-
talion, 3rd ABCT, 4th ID.

The Soldiers will spend a few days get-
ting acclimated to each other’s capabilities 
during enhanced maneuver lanes before 
entering a nine-day battle period that pits 
them against a conventional force of equal 
strength, he said. The complex scenario 
focuses on how unified land operations 
would be conducted if a NATO Article V 
incident was to occur, where an attack on 
on ally would be considered an attack on 
the entire alliance. 

“We always look forward to these types 
of training rotations because it brings us all 
together, creates a larger team,” Mitroka 
said. “It’s always a pleasure working to-
gether with people who are from different 
places with one goal in mind: accomplish-
ing the mission together.”

All total, more than 3,400 participants 
from 10 nations will take part in Com-
bined Resolve VIII, with some working in 

the capacity of a higher echelon above 3rd 
ABCT, managing the larger fight. The 3rd 
ABCT brought more than 2,100 Soldiers 
to the exercise, which also served as a 
chance to demonstrate that the brigade can 
quickly assemble and move a large portion 
of its forces around Europe. 

The environment in Germany offers dif-
ferent challenges to what 3rd ABCT Sol-
diers have trained on during prior brigade-
level exercises, such as a National Training 
Center rotation at Fort Irwin, California.

“The terrain that we are going to be train-
ing on is vastly different than open desert 
terrain,” said Mitroka. “We have done, and 
continue to do, a lot of reconnaissance, 
and we have been working in this type of 
constricted, highly populated environment 
for the last four months. We’ve prepared 

ourselves the best that we can for what we 
are about to encounter here.”

As part of the mix for Combined Resolve 
VIII, 3rd ABCT has integrated Romanian 
infantry and artillery, Hungarian wheeled 
infantry, Albanian anti-armor and aviation 
assets, a Kosovar explosive ordnance dis-
posal team, Ukrainian mechanized infan-
try and Finnish exchange officers working 
with U.S. maneuver battalion staffs.

“This training is great practice,” said 1st 
Lt. Imre Nagy, a Hungarian soldier from 
Bocskai István Infantry Brigade. “I’ve had 
experience working with the U.S. Army 
before and appreciate what we can share 
during training. I’m looking forward to 
another successful mission with the U.S. 
Army and other countries.”

Training with multinational forces is an 

experience the 3rd ABCT has grown ac-
customed to as its served since January as 
U.S. Army Europe’s regionally allocated 
land force under Operation Atlantic Re-
solve.

“This exercise differs from the last bri-
gade-level training we conducted at NTC 
in that now we’re training to defend against 
a near-peer threat who’s just as strong as 
we are rather than a counter-insurgency 
fight,” said Sgt. 1st Class Joseph Alvarez, 
a senior telecommunications sergeant with 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
3rd ABCT. 

“The training location and the oppor-
tunity to work with other nations and 
combine our forces also makes this more 
complex. We are touching up on the basics 
with things like warrior tasks and battle 
drills as we join with our allies and part-
ners,” he said.

Also participating is the 1st Attack Re-
connaissance Battalion, 501st Aviation 
Regiment from Fort Bliss, Texas, which 
is serving as part of 10th Combat Aviation 
Brigade’s regionally allocated force for 
Atlantic Resolve. 

Integration allows all of the elements 
supporting and working with the brigade 
to strengthen interoperability – the ability 
to move, shoot and communicate together. 

“The first challenge is that most of the 
enablers that come to work with our orga-
nization, we are meeting them for the first 
time. You only spend a few days getting to 
know each other and build a relationship in 
a short amount of time,” said Mitroka.

“But we embed them into our battle 
rhythm, planning sessions, integration in 
companies. Building the team and get-
ting over the initial friction of not know-
ing each other quickly mitigates any initial 
challenges,” he said.

Soldiers of the 1st Attack Reconnaissance Battalion, 501st Aviation Regiment, 1st Armored Division Com-
bat Aviation Brigade, refuel an AH-64 Apache during the Combined Resolve VIII exercise at Hohenfels 
Training Area, Germany, May 28. 

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. ANGE DESINOR

By Staff Sgt. Ange Desinor
3rd Brigade Combat Team, \
4th Infantry Division

COMBINED RESOLVE 

HOHENFELS, Germany — Soaring through the 
sky over Germany, Soldiers with the 2nd Battalion, 
12th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Brigade Com-
bat Team, 4th Infantry Division, embarked on their 
final training exercise during their rapid deployment 
to Grafenwoehr Training Area. 

They were flown to the training area June 1 to par-
ticipate in one of their most realistic training exer-
cises to date – an air assault mission, according to 
Capt. Austin Caroe, commander of B Company, 2nd 
Bn., 12th Inf. Regt.

The Soldiers of 2nd Bn., 12th Inf. Regt., were 
brought to Germany as part of an emergency deploy-
ment readiness exercise, one of the Army’s plans to 
showcase the readiness of Soldiers to prepare them-
selves and deploy on short notice, Caroe said. The 
battalion was given two weeks to prepare for the de-
ployment and once they got on the ground in Ger-
many, they faced some of the most intense training 
an infantryman could expect.

In the beginning of this training, the infantrymen 
with the 2-12th Inf. Regt., worked on successfully 
clearing the UH-60 Black Hawks they would be 
boarding to fly to Hohenfels. The Black Hawks were 
supplied by the 2nd Assault Helicopter Battalion, 

By Sgt. Shiloh Capers
10th Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs

British Royal Marine Commandos rush out of a 10th CAB CH-47 Chinook in a session of cold 
load training at Adazi Military Base, Latvia, June 2. 

PHOTO BY SGT. SHILOH CAPERS

FAST 
PACED

Aviators help 3rd ABCT evolve into multinational brigade 

AH-64E Apache pilots prepare to depart for a mission in Kunduz, Afghanistan, May 31. 

PHOTO BY CAPT. BRIAN HARRIS

TIME TO GO

By Pvt. Nicholas Vidro
7th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Aviators support British 
Royal Marines during exercise

10th CAB helps infantry 
Soldiers train for 
rapid deployment

Soldiers from the 2-12th Inf. Regt. arrive at the training area 
via 10th CAB helicopters.

PHOTO BY PVT. NICHOLAS VIDRO 

SEE 10TH CAB, PAGE B4

SEE EXERCISE, PAGE B4



ANNOUNCEMENTS

YARD & ESTATE SALES

MERCHANDISE

HEALTH PRODUCTS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

GENERAL

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

WATERFRONT

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS
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(%%-' %-&+)/%% * (1##' &&)+$//&

Choose Your
Direction

See who’s
hiring!

APPLY TODAY!

Add your profile and upload a resume on Wiregrass.Jobs

and receive matching job alerts by email.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

ABOut 70 sEllErs!

Enterprise Civic Center Grounds

HiGHwAy 167 NoRtH
Hosted by the City of Enterprise

saturday, June 17

7 a.m. to noon

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

APLIN FARMS
Open Mon.-Sat. 7-6
U-PICK PRODUCE

Tomatoes, Peppers, Sweet
Corn, Squash, Cucumbers,
Peas, Eggplant and more.
CALL 334-792-6362

Hendrix Farm
Produce

Slocomb Tomatoes
Cucumbers, squash, zucchini

and new potatoes
Mon. - Sat. 8-6

(we accept s.n.a.p )
Hwy. 52 Slocomb
334-726-7646

Julian Aplin
U Pick Tomatoes &
Ready Cut Okra
Call 334-792-4775

MILLS PRODUCE
Monday - Saturday

(8am-6pm)
Fresh Produce Daily
Hwy 52 West, Malvern
Call 334-712-0700

Naturally Grown Blueberries
R & R Farms U-Pick or I-Pick or We-Pick

334-714-4703 Located 52 HWY W
3.3 mi. from circle turn (R) Look for signs.
All you can eat while picking in the field

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

New Crop red potatoes, squash,
home grown tomatoes & fresh
peaches, english peas,

cucumbers, peaches and other
fresh vetables Available!

Hwy 52 Malvern 334-793-6690

Serving the Community for 25+ Yrs
Jackson Farms - Grand Ridge, FL

U-Pick Tomatoes, Pepper & More
Bring your own bucket! 7 days a week.
r Call 850-592-5579 q

SNELL FARMS
SHELLING PLANT

∂ Shelled Peas ∂ Butterbeans ∂ Okra
∂ Peaches ∂ Boiled Peanuts ∂ Sweet Corn
∂ Tomatoes ∂ Cucumbers ∂Watermelon

∂ Snap Beans ∂ Green Peanuts ∂ Local Honey
Ozark @ 2652 Hwy 231 S. (334)733-8289
snellfarms33@gmail.com

We accept EBT, MC, Visa & FMNP Vouchers.

U Pick or We Pick
Tomatoes 5 Ga. Buckets

James Bedsole
334-886-2291 or 334-726-5895
CLOSED ON SUNDAY - We accept FMNP

2973 S. Co. Rd. 49 Slocomb

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small

Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber

334-389-2003

District (distribution) Manager

The Dothan Eagle is seeking a mature,
energetic individual who enjoys working
with people to fill the position of district
(distribution) manager. Must be able to
work early morning hours, have dependa-
ble transportation and a valid driver’s li-
cense. Responsibilities include; recruiting,
training and overseeing independent con-
tractors that distribute the Dothan Eagle
and other publications in our core territo-
ry. Benefits include; Monthly Bonus, Medi-
cal, Dental, 401(K) and paid vacations &
holidays.

Pre-employment background and drug
screen required. EOE/M/F/D/V

Apply online at www.bhmginc.com
click on CAREERS, WORK WITH US and

then perform your search.

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE WORKER I
Summary: Employee assists with all

aspects of building/grounds maintenance
to include: carpentry, plumbing,
electrical, masonry, horticulture,

irrigation systems, equipment, ball fields,
parks, swimming pool; operates tractor
with implements and heavy equipment;
assists with various special events.

STARTING SALARY: $10.64/HR

OPENING DATE:
JUNE 13TH, 2017
CLOSING DATE:
JUNE 27TH, 2017

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
CITY OF ENTERPRISE

CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,
AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE.

2-10 acre tracks and 4½ acre track
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

2 acres on large Trout Creek ,
cleared, near Casino, easy access in
Murphy N.C. No realtors please.

828-835-6284 $32,500

Blakely area: 70 +- acre farm , beautiful crop-
land mixed with timber. Long frontage on
Hwy. 39 & White Chandler Rd. Great for home
sites, pasture or farming. $2200 per acre.
293 acre irrigated farm , High quality crop
land, 2 pivots, beautiful timber, great hunting
Contact Allied Land & Timber 1-800-590-6439

FSBO: 26 acres 7179 Shady Grove Rd.
Grand Ridge, FL. Has pole barn, well &

electric. Assumable loan at 5%, less than 10
yrs. left on 15 yr. note. Pay 38,000 equity.
Family Health Issues need to sale.

Call: 850-573-2145.

Beautiful home 3.9
Acres 3BR/3BA, 2120
SF. Newly renovated
interior, new stainless
and black appliances,

new carpet & laminate flooring throughout.
Greatroom with fireplace, split level w/3rd
BR and full bath at opposite end of home. LR
with built-in shelving. 2 stocked fish ponds.
$218,995. Up to 6K closing cost for full offer.
For more info. 832-452-7555

Enjoy the relaxing atmosphere in this
3BR/3BA, 2120 SF home nestled on 3.9 ACRES!
Newly renovated interior, new stainless & black
appliances, new carpet & laminate flooring

throughout. Inviting Greatroom w/FP, split level
w/3rd BR & full bath at opposite end of home. LR
w/built-in shelving. 2 stocked ponds. $218,995.
Up to 6K closing cost for full offer. 832-452-7555

Highlands FSBO. 3,000 SF 4 BR 2.5 bath.
Saltwater pool and great tropical setting with
fruit trees. Too many amenities and upgrades

to list. Brochures in sign box at
205 Stonehaven Ct. $376,000.

Call 334-333-5646 for appointment. No agents.

Large 1.74 acre Lot
White Oak Creek - Eufaula
160 ft. water front, water, power & septic
tank, currently set up for camper,
has 2-decks, no boat dock

ONLY $95,000 334-798-0040

HEADLAND AREA
3BR/2BA Dbl. Wide - newly remodeled

Home & Land package
Owner Financing / Can lease to own.
$59,900 OBO Call: 386-312-6363

rWill pay top dollar
for used

$$$ MOBILE HOMES $$$
334-685-0889

2008 Baja Outlaw ,
5.0 Mercruiser, 195 hours,
aluminum Tandem-axle
trailer $15,800 Call 334-

714-2469 or email mer_riley@yahoo.com

2011 Godfrey Pontoon Boat , Sweetwater Series
model 2086FC, 20ft, with 2011 4 stroke yamaha
60 HP motor, cover & trailer included $13,500
Call 334-805-3707

2015 Heartland Wilderness
Travel Trailer , Excellent condi-
tion, 1 owner: 3 slides (living,
kitchen & master closet),
power awning & slides, sleeps

6, 2 recliners, raise & lower TV console in living,
master br. w/TV, pantry, microwave, oven &
fridge. $24,000 MUST PICK UP! 334-805-0120.

Montana 2015 5th Wheel , 6 slides, like new,
sleeps 6. Asking $45,000 Call 334-677-3759

Vintage Air Stream 1950’s camper trailer,
approx. 25 ft. long, inside completely refurbish-
ed. Includes vintage decor and furniture such
as iron bunk beds, also large tiki umbrella for
outside. $7000. OBO Call 334-355-1426 for pic-
tures or to see.

üûü Final mark down $11,500 üûü
Due to health problems, we have a very
clean 1999 Winnebago Class A Mortorhome
for sell. It is a 35 ft. Adventurer with 40K
miles and one slide out. Several new items

including 6 tires.
Stored in Dothan but will be glad to show.

334-678-7551 or 334-790-3253

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $58,500.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Winnebago 1984 Class C , rebuilt generator,
new interior about 3 years old, new starter,
needs battery and tires. Been sitting up over 2
years. $2200. 334-333-1291.

Buick 1989 LaSabre , 6 cylinder, automatic, 108K
miles, clean car, tinted windows, electric seats
& windows, stereo, cd player with amplifier,
good car, silver with blue interior, good gas
mileage. $2500. OBO 850-482-6022. LV. Mess.

Chevrolet 1972 S10
Pickup: Blue. Long wheel
base. New 350 cubic inch
motor with less than
20,000 miles. Dual exhaust
with headers. Chrome
bumpers. Custom wheels.

Pioneer sound system and more. REAL CLEAN.
$9,500 firm (cash only). Call or text A.J. at (334)
369-9625

Chevrolet 1988 Corvette , convertible, fresh
engine and transmissions, tires, brakes and
rotors, needs minor work $6,100 OBO
Call 334-794-5780

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Chrystler 2003 300M,
dark gray with leather
interior, power every-
thing, sunroof, rebuilt

engine, chrome rims, good tires, excellent
stereo system, 3.5L 6 cyclinder. ONLY $2,800
Call 334-791-9099

CTS Cadillac 2005 , Large
engine, black in color,
155k miles, sunroof, tan
leather interior, Michelin

tires, asking $6,000. Call 229-723-3192.
Blakely Ga. Leave Messge

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundai 2014 Elantra Lim-
ited, loaded, sun roof,
leather, navigation, 66,000
miles, 1 owner, $12,200.
Call 334-790-7959.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

Harley Davidson Ultra
Classic Electra Glide 1999
FLHTCUI: Showroom
Condition, Fully loaded,
47,000 miles, Twin cam 88
1450cc motor $7,000 334-
618-9884

FSBO: Ford Expedition 1997 XLT 5.4 engine,
tow package, black in color, 165K miles,
excellent condition. $5000. 334-792-4554.

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Mercury 2003 Mountain-
eer Premier, loaded, 3rd
seat, rear air, entertain-
ment, sunroof, 1 owner,
85,000 miles, $5995. Call

334-790-7959.

Chevrolet 2009 Silverado LT ,crew cab, 4 -door,
2 wheel drive, black, 5.3HP V8, 126k miles,
power window, locks & mirrors, tow package
alloy wheels, new tires $15,525
Call 334-797-7420

Chevy 1996 Silverado 1500: 2nd owner, runs
and looks great, clean title, trailer towing pack-
age. No calls after 8 pm This one won’t last.
$5900 334-799-7025 or 334-693-9360

Ford 2004 Ranger , 4 cylinder, 5 speed, regular
cab, short wheel base, runs great, cold ac, snug
topper $3000 OBO Call 334-797-7420

Massey Ferguson Tractor 270, 1600 hrs.,
new tires, excellent condition and comes with
bush hog. $7900. 334-792-8018.

Toyota 2015 Tacoma Prerunner, TRD Off Road
Package, black, V6, 34k miles, very clean, fac-
tory warranty, free oil changes, road hazard
up 65k miles $28,000 Call 334-791-0657

Chevy 2000 High top Conversion Van: Runs
well. Rear bench reclines to bed. TV and 4 cap-
tain chairs. Cannot finance. Cash only. Price is
firm. Text or leave message. $3,800 334-687-
0404

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.

Call Jim 334-379-4953
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BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

DETAILING

ELECTRICAL WORK

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

FLOORING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

LAWN SERVICES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT & REPAIR

PAINTING

POOLS, SPAS & RELATED

POWER WASHING

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

IT’S AS EASY AS

1. CALL

2. PLACE YOUR AD

3. GET RESULTS

Need a New Home?

Check out the Classifieds

Complete CareGivers

In Home Elder Care Service
Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

POOLE CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt Paving Concrete Paving
Driveways Parking Lots
Access Roads Building Slabs
Side Walks Curbs

Backhoe Work Dozer Work
Dump Truck Fill Dirt

Any & All Asphalt & Concrete Needs

Call 334-492-2235
255 Murray Rd. Dothan, AL
Roy Poole Brent Poole
Founder 50 yrs ago Owner

CHAD’s USED CARS

û Buy Here û Pay Hereû

OVER 50 CARS to choose from
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s

We appreciate your businedjohbn

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE
• Home • Church • Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

BEST SERVICE! BEST PRICE!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Diane’s
Cleaning
Service

Let our Team Clean so you don’t have to
11 years experience

û weekly or bi-weekly û Reasonable rates
û References at your request.

Call for FREE ESTIMATES
334-405-1289

Computer & Laptop Repair
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified

Dothanpc.com (Mon-Sat)

2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South

334-828-1621 334-596-3250

ùE & O ù Construction
CONCRETE WORK
& BUSH HOGGING

specialize in driveways,
patios, slabs and more!

100 mi. radius of Hartford
Call Eddie 334-464-8245 * Licensed & Bonded

Myers Construction LLC

Professional Quality Concrete
& Block Service. Free Est . 150 mile
radius from Dothan 334-447-7853
jospehpamela@bellsouth.net

See us on facebook ( Joey Myers)
Milled Asphalt parking lots & driveways

SOUTHERN SITE WORKS, LLC
Grading ∑ Demolition ∑ Clearing ∑ Asphalt
Paving ∑ Concrete ∑ Ponds ∑ And More...

Extremely Talented, Diligent and
Courteous Crew. Licensed
û Residential & Commercial û

r 334-712-9704 r 334-726-3231

AFFORDABLE
Detailing & Painting
@ Interior - Exterior House painting
@ Also car detailing available.

334-547-3106 ( FREE ESTIMATES )

Affordable Electrical Repair
∂ New Electrical Installation

∂ Upgrades
∂ Free Estimate

∂ 40 Yrs Experience & Family Owne d

Call 334-797-5762 Licensed and Bonded

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Carpet Services

∂ Restretches
∂ Repairs

∂ Or Replacements

Call John Today
334-405-0493

ûû 35 YEARS EXP . ûû
FULL SERVICE COMPANY

*Ceiling fans *Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry *Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
odd jobs to big jobs

r Ask for Paul HFHS LLC
334-791-2659 Locally Owned

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

Kenneth Paul
Concrete & Carpentry

∂ Steps ∂ Sidewalks ∂ Decks ∂ Etc
ANY HOME REPAIRS

Semi Retired

DISCOUNTED prices! Call 334-282-5206

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR

Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û Water
Proofing & Insurance Work
(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards

References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist

Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows

Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

ALDRICH LAWN CARE
Free Est. Price matching with better quality
Mowing, Edging, Weed Eating & Leaves

r 334-678-9701 q
Licensed & Insured - Residential &
Commercial ( Year round service )

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.

r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service

∂ Tree Removal
∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work

∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

Wells Lawn
Mower

Taylor, AL. 334-702-9566
r We Buy, Sale & Trade Riding

Lawnmower Service, Parts new & used

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
† Interior † Exterior
† Pressure Washing

Specilize in Garage Floors
Free Estimates!

No job too small!!
( Licensed & Insured )

Call: 334-618-0134

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates ∂ 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

BAMA POOL SERVICES LLC
∂ Commercial & Residential Pools
∂ Salt System ∂ Pool Repair

∂ Vinyl Liner Installation & Repair
∂ Full Pool Service

Locally licensed, Owned & Insured

Call 334-797-6998

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof@ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!

FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available

rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649

Licensed & Insured

C L E A N -N- C L E A R
MILDEW & WINDOW CLEANING

Windows Cleaned Mildew Removed
• Inside & Out No Pressure Used!
• Screens • Siding • Roofs
Hand Washed • Eaves • Decks
• Window Seals • Brick
& Tracks Cleaned • Concrete, Etc.

• Insured • Professional • Courteous
• Free Estimates

Call Mark Morse 334-790-0625

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING

LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

∂ Roofing

∂ Eaves & Siding

∂ Drives, Etc.
Roof Cleaning
Involves

No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL

Free Estimates

We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"

For Repairs and Leaks
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com

r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Withstand Winds
Up To 140 MPH

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured
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transitioned to hands-on-training providing the Royal Marines an oppor-
tunity to conduct passenger aircraft load procedures. 

Within the CH-47, U.S. crew members flashed countdown hand signals 
to alert Royal Marines of the approaching landing and the subsequent 
exit of the aircraft. For the exit, the Royal Marines maneuvered out of the 
aircraft, into defense positions to pull security for the departing aircraft.

Training for the Black Hawk and Chinook occurred simultaneously, 
with groups performing three iterations before rotating or concluding the 
cold load training.

Transitioning into hot load training, the 10th CAB crew flew to mul-
tiple locations, uploading and offloading personnel.

“They (training exercises) create a good discussion and a good bat-
tle rhythm and synchronization with our partners and allies,” Patterson 
said.

10th Aviation Regiment, 10th 
Combat Aviation Brigade, 10th 
Mountain Division. 

After the refresher course on 
entering and exiting the aircraft 
they made their way to Hohenfels 
where they needed to maneuver 
through the woods covertly as 
they captured a simulated hostile 
target in a mock town nearby, 
Caroe said. 

“We were a brand new crew 
brought together at the last min-
ute, but, ultimately, we were suc-
cessful in our mission,” he said.

The planning process was 
stressful on such short notice, 
testing different components to 
see that a mission like this could 
be conducted within rigorous 
time constraints. There had to be 
planning on the part of the 2-12th 
Inf. Regt., as far as precise move-
ments and backup maneuvers. 
Then they needed to work with 
the 10th CAB, which is spread 
across Europe in support of Op-
eration Atlantic Resolve. The 
2-12th Inf. Regt. also worked 
closely with Albanian special 
forces, who provided area recon-
naissance for the mission, Caroe 
said.

“We were working on a con-
densed timeline to bring together 
multiple partners, which made 
this mission more challenging 
than the others we’ve done,” he 
said.

For some of the Soldiers on the 

ground, this was a first-time ex-
perience, but they did their duty 
to the fullest of their ability, said 
Pvt. Noah Zalesky, a rifleman 
with 3rd Platoon, B Co., 2-12th 
Inf. Regt., who recently arrived 
to the unit from basic training. 

He described what it was like 
to be a part of such a complex 
mission so soon. “It was crazy 
and really fast paced, but every-
one knew what to do and when to 
do it. That teamwork really made 
the mission successful.”

That kind of commitment to 
teamwork is what made the entire 
emergency deployment readiness 
exercise successful. From the 
moment these Soldiers were giv-
en their deployment orders all the 
way up to conducting combined 

missions in Germany, the re-
solve of the 2-12th Inf. Regt. has 
not lessened. They have pushed 
themselves to their limits and 
proved that the Army is ready to 
go anywhere in the world at any 
time, Caroe said.              
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Continued from Page B1

10th CAB

Soldiers from the 2-12th Inf. Regt. pull security as helicopters buzz overhead at Hohenfels Training Area, Germany, June 1. 

PHOTO BY PVT. NICHOLAS VIDRO 

Continued from Page B1

Exercise

Benjamin Caro Jr.,
Chief Master Sargent

U.S. Air Force

Application fee waived for MILITARY

For more information visit emba.ua.edu or call 205.348.4501
*Tuscaloosa, Alabama Program Only for 17 months

Earn your MBA while attending class

every other weekend.*

You may be qualified to have our

GMAT/GRE requirement waived!

Application Deadline: October 27
Classes Start: November 28

British Royal Marine Commandos rush out of a 10th CAB CH-47 Chinook in a session of cold load training at Adazi Military 
Base, Latvia, June 2. 

PHOTO BY SGT. SHILOH CAPERS



Fort Rucker youth were given the chance 
to take an archaeological trip back to biblical 
times to learn about the history of their faith 
during an event that had them digging for 
knowledge.

The Fort Rucker Religious Support Office 
held its Vacation Bible School June 5 through 
Friday where children were able to take part 
in music, crafts and even an archaeological 
dig, which was perfectly aligned with this 
year’s theme – come fly with us to a VBS 
archaeology adventure, according to Nancy 
Jankowski, Fort Rucker Religious Support 
Office director of religious education.

“We chose the biblical archaeology theme 
because we could pull material from any 
historical era, including after biblical times 
into modern times,” said Jankowski.

Children were divided into groups 
representing the 12 tribes of Israel, and 
each tribe rotated through different stations 
to take part in different activities, ranging 
from games meant to teach about Jesus, 
to crafts like building wooden airplanes or 
creating a work belt to take with them on an 
archaeological dig.

Each day of the program featured a 
different lesson in archaeology of significant 
figures throughout biblical history that would 

take children through the ages from biblical 
to modern times, said the director, and was 
meant to educate the children on the history 
of their faith.

Throughout the days, children were able 
to sift through the sands of the “dig site” to 
find various treasures, some of which they 
were allowed to keep.

For Joshua Evans, military family member, 
the dig site was one of his favorite parts of 
the experience.

“I really liked to get to go through the sand 
and find the gold coins,” he said. “I thought 
that was a lot of fun and I learned a lot about 
history and how archaeology works.”

The first day focused on evidence of 
Abraham, who is the father of all three 
of the monotheistic religions in the area 
surrounding Israel, said Jankowski, so the 
children were set to look for archaeological 
evidence of Abraham.

The second day featured the people of 
Israel coming in under Joshua and conquering 
Jericho to begin taking care of their lands.

On the third day, the children were learning 
about David, who was not only a shepherd 
boy tending his father’s sheep, but a servant 
in Saul’s army who later became king, so it 
featured some archaeological finds around 
the city of Jerusalem and the temple mound, 
said the religious education director.

The fourth day brought the children into 

more recent times when a boat, aptly named 
the Jesus Boat, was discovered in the Sea of 
Galilee in 1986.

“During that time, the sea levels in the Sea 
of Galilee had dropped down significantly 
and two fisherman brothers were washing 
along the shore and spotted something in 
the water,” explained Jankowski. “They 
called the Israeli archaeology authorities 
and they discovered it was a first-century 
fishing boat that was still underwater, 
so they had to come up with this special 
method to keep it intact as they raised it out 
of the water and eventually built a museum 
around it.”

Learning about the boat taught the 
children about special methods developed 
and adapted to new situations when coming 
across a find, she said.

The final day focused on the Judea 
wilderness and the Dead Sea caves, but no 
matter where the children traveled throughout 
the program, the lessons of archaeology 
and history were clear. “Each day’s themes 
had something to do with archaeology and 
how the people lived,” said the religious 
education director. “Not only the Israelites, 
but the Philistines and other groups that were 

in the area during that period of history.
“They learned a lot about the history 

of the world and how different people of 
various times were either friends or enemies, 
and how they determined where to live 
depending on where there was water or 
good pasture lands,” she added. “They were 
learning a lot of information that will help 
make them better students.”

Because VBS is a chapel program, 
Jankowski said its important for the children 
to learn and understand where the history of 
their faith comes from, but that they should 
also know how that history relates to modern 
times because many of the peoples who 
settled the land in ancient times still reside 
there today.

“We need to learn how ancient people 
lived and how they managed to get along 
or not get along, and how problems were 
solved,” she said. “[The children] got to 
learn about how every one of the three major 
monotheistic religions has holy sites in the 
area, and sometimes those sites are in very 
close proximity or maybe even overlap. So 
they had to learn how to be respectful of 
everybody’s customs, and how to appreciate 
and respect everybody’s heritage.”

Freedom Fest returns to the Fort Rucker Festival 
Fields June 30 with food, live music, fun for all 
ages and one of the top fireworks displays in the 
Wiregrass.

Janice Erdlitz, DFMWR marketing director, 
said the annual event is the perfect opportunity for 
Soldiers and families to celebrate the nation’s in-
dependence and experience a full day of local en-
tertainment.

“It’s a wonderful oppor-
tunity to show your support 
for Fort Rucker,” she said. 
“Freedom Fest is a celebra-
tion for our entire commu-
nity. When we look around 
at our neighbors across the 
Wiregrass, we look forward 
to this day when we invite 
everyone out to celebrate 
our nation’s independence 
with us at Fort Rucker. 

“We all stand together, 
side by side, Soldier to 
neighbor and feel the same 
powerful emotions of be-
ing proud Americans,” she 
added. “Freedom Fest is a 
tradition for many families. 
We often hear our retirees comment on attending 
Freedom Fest when they were stationed here as 
active duty Soldiers. Building memories to last a 
lifetime is one of best parts of what MWR does for 
our families.” 

The event, which takes place from 4-10 p.m., 
will feature many family vendors and activities, 
according to Lynn Avila, special events coordina-
tor.

“Patrons will recognize many vendors, but we 
will also have some new additions,” she said. “The 
crowd will have the opportunity to enjoy Italian 
sweet tea, crawfish menu items and gelato. 

“The fun zone will return for children this year,” 
she added. “We will also have rides, a trampoline, 
zip line, pony rides and trackless train rides.”

According to Avila, families may purchase a $10 
arm band to allow each child unlimited access to 
bouncy houses in the fun zone or pay $1 per en-
try. 

“We invite the community to come early and en-
joy all the food, drinks and entertainment before 
the fireworks show,” Avila said. “The fun zone is 
perfect for children, but we have also added a tiki 
hut that will serve refreshments for adults and live 
music entertainment. 

“As you come in to park, make sure you park 
in the designated area that will get you out the 

preferred gate,” she added.  
“As you leave your parking 
area, you will be directed to 
the gate exit that is assigned 
to your parking area.”

Marcel Dumais, Fort 
Rucker chief of police, re-
inforced Avila’s advice.

“Ensure when you arrive 
on Fort Rucker that you 
park in the parking area for 
the gate you wish to exit 
from when the fireworks 
are complete,” he said. “As 
an example, if you want to 
leave from the Daleville 
gate after the fireworks, 
make sure you park in the 
Daleville parking area be-

cause the exit routes will be strictly enforced.
“During the Freedom Fest celebration there will 

be multiple police personnel on the fields to assist 
patrons,” he added. “The DPS incident command 
post will also be located on Field A and patrons 
can ask for assistance at that location.  A medical 
tent and lost child tent will also be set up on Field 
A for assistance.”

According to Dumais, signage will be in place to 
direct visitors to the correct parking area for their 
preferred gate. 

“It is important for patrons to follow the parking 
and traffic flow plan because the plan was devel-
oped to ensure safety as people enter and exit the 
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Community
‘CHAOS’
D-Day veterans 
describe beach 
landings

Story on Page C3

SEE FREEDOM, PAGE C4

“
Freedom Fest is a tradition 

for many families. We often 

hear our retirees comment 

on attending Freedom Fest 

when they were stationed 

here as active duty Soldiers. 

Building memories to last a 

lifetime is one of best parts 

of what MWR does for our 

families.” 

— JANICE ERDLITZ, 

DFMWR MARKETING DIRECTOR

Children take turns blowing into a horn to make noise.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Vacation Bible School takes youth on archaeological adventure
DIG IT!

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

LET FREEDOM RING
Freedom Fest returns to Wiregrass

Children sift through a dig site to find different treasures during Vacation Bible School at the Spiritual 
Life Center June 7.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

Fireworks burst in the night sky during last year’s Freedom Fest celebration.
PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU



C2  ★JUNE 15, 2017 ❘ARMYFLIER.COM

On Post
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Army Family Team Building app
People can complete Army Family Team 

Building training through AFTB’s app. 
Visit http://www.ftruckermwr.com/acs/
army-family-team-building/ to find the di-
rect link to the app. Once complete, people 
can contact Fort Rucker AFTB to receive 
their certificate. Search for AFTB in the 
app store for Apple devices. For more in-
formation, call 255-9637.

School Age Center Summer Camp
The Fort Rucker School Age Center 

hosts its summer camp through Aug. 4. 
Each week, the camp will have a new 
theme. Parents will have the ability to pick 
and choose which weeks they would like 
their children to attend. Fees will be due 
the Friday before the start of each camp 
week and will be based on total family 
income. Food, field trips and all activities 
will be included in the weekly fees. All 
youth who attend must be enrolled in child 
and youth services. 

For more information, call 255-9108 or 
255-9638.

Rock’et Out Summer
The Fort Rucker Youth Center host its 

Rock’et Out Summer – offering rocketry, 
robotics, sports, cooking, arts and anima-
tion – through June 30. Field trips will 
be included in the camp fees and will be 
to: Big Kahunas Water Park, Wednesday; 
Wonder Works, June 28; and Water World 
each Friday. Camp will run Mondays-Fri-
days from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Youth must 
be a child and youth services member (ages 
11-18 and grades six-12) to participate. 

For membership information or to sign-
up for membership, call 255-9638 or 255-
2260.

Newcomers welcome
A newcomers welcome is scheduled for 

Friday from 8:30-11 a.m. at The Land-
ing. Active-duty military, spouses, foreign 
students, Army civilians and family mem-
bers are encouraged by post officials to 
attend the newcomers orientation. A free 
light breakfast and Starbucks coffee will 
be served. For free childcare, people can 
register their children at the child develop-
ment center by calling 255-3564. Reserva-
tions must be made 24 hours prior to the 
newcomers welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

Shipwreck Island day trip
MWR Central will host a day trip to 

Shipwreck Island Water Park in Panama 
City, Florida, Saturday. The cost of this trip 
is $49 per person and includes transporta-
tion to and from the park, and admission to 
the park. Guests under 35 inches only pay 
the transportation fee of $20. The trip will 
depart from Bldg. 5700 at 8:30 a.m. and 
arrive back at about 7 p.m. 

For more information or to sign up, visit 
MWR Central or call 255-2997.

Blended Retirement System seminar
The Army Community Service Finan-

cial Readiness Program will present a 
Blended Retirement System seminar Tues-
day from 6-7 p.m. in the Soldier Service 
Center, Bldg. 5700, Rm. 282. The semi-
nar will be a discussion of the significant 
changes to the current military retirement 
system, including how retirement pay will 
be calculated, continuation pay and the 
Thrift Savings Plan with matching govern-
ment contributions. This discussion will 
be facilitated by ACS accredited financial 
counselors. Pre-registration is required by 
Monday. Free childcare is available with 
registration. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-3765 or 255-9631.

Trivia Tuesday
Mother Rucker’s hosts its free Trivia 

Tuesday Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
People are welcome to put teams togeth-
er or play solo. Teams can be up to eight 
players and winners will be announced af-
ter each round. A $20 Mother Rucker’s gift 
card is given out each round to the win-
ning team. The team with the overall high-
est score at the end of the evening receives 
a $25 gift card. Participants will have the 
chance to win door prizes throughout the 
evening. Trivia Tuesday is open to the 
public for those ages 18 and older.

For more information, call 503-0396. 

FRG key contact training
Army Community Service will host 

family readiness group key contact train-
ing June 26 from 8:15-11 a.m. in Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 284. The training will highlight 
the standards that provide guidance for 
FRG operations, the FRG mission, and the 
various FRG roles and their responsibili-
ties. Pre-registration is required by June 
22. Free childcare will be available –call 
255-3564 for more information on setting 
up child care or to register. 

For more information or to register, call 
255-9578 or 255-3161.

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readiness 

Program hosts orientation sessions monthly 
in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, 
in the Army Community Service multipur-
pose room, with the next session June 22. 
People who attend will meet in Rm. 350 
at 8:45 a.m. to fill out paperwork before 
going to the multipurpose room. The class 
will end at about 11:30 a.m. The sessions 
will inform people on the essentials of the 
program and provide job search tips, as 
well. Advance registration is required and 
attendance at a session is mandatory for 
participation in the program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Freedom Fest
Fort Rucker will host its Freedom Fest 

June 30 from 4-10 p.m. at the festival 
fields. The event will feature one of the 
largest firework displays in the area, a chil-
dren’s zone with inflatables, rides, games, 
and a variety of local and regional vendors, 
along with static aircraft displays. The Ar-
my’s Maneuver Center of Excellence Fort 
Rucker Detachment Band will provide 
musical entertainment throughout the eve-
ning with a Patriotic Concert starting at 7 
p.m. Admission to the event is free and it 
is open to the public. People who attend 
do need to have a gate access pass. Pro-
hibited items include coolers, backpacks 
(except for medical and baby care items), 
pets,  fireworks of any kind, glass contain-
ers, weapons, and bicycles, scooters, roller 
blades and skateboards. For more informa-
tion, call 255-1749. 

Wild Adventures trip
The Fort Rucker Youth Center will host 

a day trip to Wild Adventures Theme Park 
in Valdosta, Georgia, July 8. Youth must 
be child and youth services members to 
participate – ages 14 and up. 

For membership information or to sign-
up for membership, call 255-9638 or 255-
2260.

Library summer craft
The Center Library will host a summer 

crafting session July 11 from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. for children ages 3-11. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Space is limited to 
the first 40 children to register. The event 
will be open to authorized patrons and 
be Exceptional Family Member Program 
friendly.

For more information or to register, visit 
the library or call 255-3885.

Care team training 
Army Community Service will be hold 

a care team training session July 12 from 
8:30-11:30 a.m. in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. 
As care team members, volunteers per-
form a valuable role to families of fallen 
and injured Soldiers, according to ACS of-
ficials. The training is given to people in-
terested in being care team volunteers. It is 
designed to give an understanding of care 
team volunteers’ responsibilities and offers 
guidance on how to handle issues they are 

likely to face. 
For more information, call 255-9578.

Coupon clippers
The Center Library will hold a coupon 

clip and swap July 12 from noon to 1 p.m. 
People are welcome to bring their cou-
pons, swap with others and learn the how 
to get the best deals on their next shopping 
trip. Coupon clippers is open to autho-
rized patrons ages 13 and older. The event 
is Exceptional Family Member Program 
friendly. 

For more information or to register, stop 
by the library or call 255-3885.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for June 15-18

TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
SPOTLIGHT

Thursday, June 15 Friday, June 16 Saturday, June 17 Sunday, June 18

Cars 3 (PG) ..............................4 & 7 p.m.The Secret Life of Pets (PG) .....9:30 a.m.
Pirates of the Caribbean (PG-13) ..7 a.m.

Cars 3 3D (PG) ................................4 p.m.
Cars 3 (PG) .....................................7 p.m.

Cars 3 3D (PG) ................................1 p.m.
Cars 3 (PG) .....................................4 p.m.

Fort Rucker will host its summer outdoor yard sale July 15 from 7-11 a.m. on the festival fields. The outdoor event provides the opportunity for the Fort 
Rucker community to buy and sell used household items in a consolidated fashion, according to organizers. No commercial vendors will be allowed without 
a contract – contact special events at 255-1749 for details and fees. The sale will be open to the public. Booth cost for ID card holders – active-duty and 
retired military, family members, reserve component members and Department of Defense civilians, DOD civilians – is 15x20, $25; 30x20, $35; and tables, 
$10 each. Cost for the general public is 15x20, $35; 30x20, $45; and tables, $10 each. Registration is due by July 12. People can register as a seller at 
MWR Central by calling 255-2997. For more information on the event, call 255-1749 or 255-9810. Pictured is a scene from the April yard sale.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Summer outdoor yard sale
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WASHINGTON — When the ramp to 
his World War II landing craft slammed 
down onto Utah Beach, then-Cpl. Herman 
Zeitchik jumped out and dashed across the 
sand as deadly rounds were shot out from 
fortified bunkers.

With the amphibious assault under way 
in the early morning of June 6, 1944, Zeit-
chik and other 4th Infantry Division Sol-
diers – who were part of the first wave of 
troops to land – desperately tried to find 
safe passage through the German-occupied 
beach.

“When the front of these landing crafts 
went down, we just took off,” said Zeitchik, 
now 93 years old. “We couldn’t see where 
to fire. We just had to get off the beach and 
try to find the rest of the unit.”

Along a 50-mile stretch of coastline in 
northern France, more than 160,000 Allied 
troops stormed Utah Beach and four other 
beaches that day to gain a foothold in con-
tinental Europe. By the end of the D-Day 
invasion, over 9,000 of those Allied troops 
were either dead or wounded – the majority 
of them Americans.

While several in his unit were casualties, 
Zeitchik and others survived to push on 
into enemy territory and liberate Paris.

“There were so many of us coming 
ashore. I was just lucky,” he said June 6, 
before attending a remembrance ceremony 
at the World War II Memorial here that 
commemorated the 73rd anniversary of D-
Day.

Known as the largest-ever seaborne in-
vasion, more than 5,000 ships and 13,000 
aircraft were used in the massive operation, 
which would turn the tide against Nazi Ger-
many forces entrenched across Europe.

“I don’t know that we could have ever 
done a better job of recreating what hap-
pened on this historic day back in 1944,” 
said Lt. Gen. Gary Cheek, director of the 
Army Staff.

Speaking at the ceremony, Cheek said 
the heroics witnessed on D-Day helped 
pave the way for an Allied victory in Eu-
rope, while also giving Americans freedom 
for years to come.

“They stormed these beaches so we 
might stand here free and prosperous,” he 
said. “They were steadfast and loyal to the 
mission at hand and met their rendezvous 
with destiny head-on, and they were suc-
cessful.”

TOTAL CHAOS
Then-Pvt. Arnald Gabriel recalled wad-

ing through the cold ocean water after his 
landing craft failed to make it all the way 
to Omaha Beach. “The water, believe it or 
not, in June was awfully cold and that with 
the combination of fear, it was quite an ex-
perience,” he said.

A machine gunner with the 29th Infantry 
Division, Gabriel described how the cha-
otic scene unfolded.

“With the Air Force overhead, the Navy 
shelling [enemy positions], the enemy fir-
ing at you and we’re firing at them, it was 
just total chaos,” he said.

“Nobody landed where they were sup-
posed to,” he added. “I landed way over 
to the left flank and ended up with the 1st 
[Infantry] Division. It took me a day to get 
back and find the 29th Division. It was that 

kind of chaos.”
After storming Omaha Beach, helping 

liberate parts of France and earning two 
Bronze Stars with the Army, Gabriel later 
joined the Air Force as a band director. 
Before the war, he was in his high school 
band and he always wanted to get back into 
music, he said.

KEEPING BUSY
Music provided him comfort and kept his 

mind from dwelling too long on the memo-
ries of D-Day and other combat missions.

“The way I overcame my post-traumatic 
stress was to keep so busy that I had no 
time to look back,” he said before the cer-
emony.

Shortly after the war, he said, it was a 
lieutenant that gave him the advice about 
keeping busy. It came at a time when he 
was struggling to deal with his thoughts of 
what happened that fateful day.

“It’s OK to look back, but just don’t 
stare,” said Gabriel, who retired as an Air 
Force colonel after serving 36 years. “What 
great advice that was. By keeping busy, you 
don’t have time to look back.”

Gabriel, who celebrated his 92nd birth-
day last week, stood at a podium June 6 
and led a band of high school musicians 
who played patriotic songs during the cer-
emony.

As a veteran, Gabriel still participates in 
25 musical performances each year and has 
vowed to return to the memorial to conduct 
a band again.

“I’m going to do the 75th and the 80th 
[D-Day anniversary] when I’m 100 years 
old,” he said, smiling. “I love it. It’s great 
therapy – it really is.”

Performing at these events in front of au-
diences isn’t just about him, though. It’s for 
those who never made it home, he said.

“I remember them every day of my life,” 
he said. “They’re at the podium with me. 
I’m up there because of them.”

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

‘TOTAL CHAOS’

Lt. Gen. Gary H. Cheek, director of the Army Staff, takes a moment to talk with Herman Zeitchik during a D-Day remembrance ceremony at the World War II 
Memorial in Washington, D.C., June 6. 
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D-Day veterans describe beach landings 73 years later
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“Small things done with great love

will change the world”

Retired Air Force Col. Arnald D. Gabriel salutes the crowd during a D-Day remembrance ceremony at the 
World War II Memorial in Washington, D.C., June 6. 

Honored guests of the D-Day remembrance ceremony render honors during the playing of ‘Taps.’ 



installation,” he said. “There will 
be a number of road closures as-
sociated with Freedom Fest and it 
is important for people to follow 
the signs posted as well as any in-
structions from police personnel 
and event staff.  The egress routes 
are set up to move the large vol-
ume of vehicles off the installa-
tion as quickly and safely as pos-
sible.  Patrons should understand 
that it is going to take time to get 
all the vehicles off the installa-
tion so we ask for their patience 
up front.”

Dumais also urged visitors to 
be patient at the end of the event 
as personnel work to help every-
one exit the facility safely. 

“I ask people to remember 
there are probably 8,000-10,000 
people in attendance and only so 
many roads to exit the post –, the 

egress routes have been set up to 
allow the maximum number of 
vehicles to exit each of the gates 
as safely as possible,” he said. “I 
ask for the public’s help in mak-
ing sure they park in the parking 
area for the gate they want to exit 
from, this greatly helps law en-
forcement so we don’t have ve-
hicles trying to cross established 
routes and causing back-ups or 
accidents.”

Visitors are also reminded that 
certain items are prohibited dur-
ing Freedom Fest.

“No coolers, tote bags or back-
packs permitted except for medi-
cal and baby care items,” Dumais 
said. “No pets. No fireworks. No 
glass containers. No weapons, 
to include guns, knives, pepper 
spray or other such items.  No bi-
cycles, scooters, roller blades or 
skateboards.

“The [Directorate of Public 

Safety] wants everyone to come 
out and enjoy Freedom Fest 2017, 
but we ask that you do it respon-
sibly,” he added. “There will be 
prohibited items signs posted in 
the parking areas as a reminder 
not to bring those items on the 
field.  Last year, there were still 
a number of patrons that brought 
pets to the event – please leave 
your pets at home.”

Admission to the event is free 
and open to the public. However, 
a gate access pass is required.  
Unescorted visitors planning to 
attend Freedom Fest music ob-
tain a visitor’s pass from one of 
two Visitor Control Centers prior 
to the day of the event. VCCs will 
not be open June 30. 

Visitors may obtain passes 
from VCCs  at the Daleville and 
Ozark gates. The Daleville VCC 
is open Mondays-Sundays from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The Ozark VCC 

is open Mondays-Fridays from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

““We strive each year to make 
our Independence Day celebra-
tion something the entire com-
munity can enjoy,” Erdlitz said. 
“And the fireworks are spectacu-
lar under the Alabama stars. Free-
dom Fest has the ability to pull at 
our patriotic heart strings. 

“It’s an event like no other with 

thousands of people joining to-
gether to enjoy the splendors of 
all things that make our nation 
so great,” she added. “Freedom 
Fest offers something for every-
one from an amazing concert, 
brilliant fireworks show, military 
aircraft static displays, to some of 
the best festival foods to enjoy.”

For more information, call 
255-1749.

WAKE ISLAND — The story of the 
Wake Island defenders in December 1941 
has inspired generations of Americans, but 
the island is so remote that few ever get the 
chance to see the site of their courage.

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
remedied that for his staff on his way back 
from the Australia-U.S. Ministerial Consul-
tation in Sydney June 7.

“We had to have a fuel stop for the plane, 
so I thought why not at Wake,” Marine 

Corps Gen. Joe Dunford told reporters trav-
eling with him.

Dunford had been to the island before 
when serving as the senior aide to Gen. 
Carl Mundy, the commandant of the Marine 
Corps from 1991 to 1995 – the period cov-
ering the 50th anniversary of World War II. 
“General Mundy used to say that the defense 
of Wake and the story of Jimmy Devereux 
was what really inspired him to join the Ma-
rine Corps,” the general said.

The then-6-year-old future commandant 
was not the only one inspired by the defense 
of Wake Island – Americans everywhere 

were electrified by the efforts of the service 
members there.

OUTNUMBERED, OUTGUNNED
Then-Marine Corps Maj. James Devereux 

was the commander of the 1st Defense Bat-
talion on the island when Japanese forces 
attacked just a few hours after the surprise 
attack on Pearl Harbor. The Japanese de-
stroyed eight of 12 Marine Corps Grumman 
Wildcat fighters on the island and raided sev-
eral more times. Civilian contractors joined 
with the 450 Marines to hold off any attempt 
to take the island.

On Dec. 11, 1941, they did just that, hold-
ing fire with their coastal artillery until the 
Japanese approached the island. The gun-
ners sank a Japanese destroyer and a sub-
marine and the four Wildcats sank another 
Japanese destroyer.

The South Seas Fleet beat a hasty retreat.
But the Japanese came back on Dec. 23 

with many more ships, including two of the 
aircraft carriers that attacked Pearl Harbor. 
They stayed outside the range of Devereux’s 
guns and hammered their positions as more 
than 1,500 Japanese marines stormed the 
beaches. The Wake Island defenders had no 
choice but to surrender.

“I thought it would be a great place to stop 
and share the history of Wake Island with the 
rest of the team,” Dunford said.

Dunford and his staff donned exercise 
gear and ran the 4-mile course, stopping at 
various World War II sites along the way. Air 
Force personnel based on the island accom-
panied the party, pointing out the sites of in-
terest. “What affected all of us was the rock 
with the 98 carved into it,” the general said.

The rock is a boulder of coral with “98 PW 
5-10-43” carved into it. The Japanese killed 
98 prisoners of war on the island on Oct. 10, 
1943. One of the prisoners escaped, swam 
the mile-and-a-half channel and carved the 
inscription. He was later captured and be-
headed by the Japanese admiral command-
ing the captured base.

The general’s run began at the 98 Rock 
and ended at the Marine Memorial near the 
airport terminal.

“For me, whenever I go back to those 
World War II battlefields, you see what 
400 Marines did with some Sailors, some 
Soldiers, some contractors,” he said. “They 
killed 700 enemy, they sank a submarine, 
they sank a couple of ships, they held out un-
der unbelievable conditions. They endured 
being held as POWs.

“My commitment as we’re leaving here 
is we are not going to soil the colors on our 
watch,” he continued. “We’re proud to fol-
low in your footsteps, we’re not going to 
let you down and we’re going to do you 
proud.”

C4  ★JUNE 15, 2017 ❘ARMYFLIER.COM

Don’t 

Text or 

talk and 

drive 

No call is worth 
sacrificing 

the safety of 
yourself and 

others. Do not 
talk or text and 

drive. It can 
wait.

By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity

Wake Island a lesson in American WWII bravery

Marine Corps Gen. Joe Dunford, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and his staff examine the 
Wake Island Defenders Memorial June 7. 
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Freedom

The 98th Army “Silver Wings” Band plays to a packed crowd during the Freedom 
Fest celebration last year.
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WASHINGTON — Former 
Secretary of State and Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. 
Colin Powell said he was “Very 
proud to call myself a Vietnam 
Veteran,” in remarks delivered at 
the Pentagon Auditorium June 8.

Speaking to the packed audito-
rium as part of an event to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of 
Vietnam, he said, “One thing the 
American people can always be 
assured of is that when the call 
comes, America will respond. We 
will always be there.”

The audience included more 
than 30 Vietnam veterans who 
work at the Pentagon – several 
current and former generals – and 
many current Soldiers and civil-
ians.

The heads of the government-
wide effort to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the Vietnam 
War were also in attendance, in-
cluding Michael Rhodes and re-
tired Maj. Gen. James Jackson. 

The effort has more than 10,000 
partners across the country, who 
are holding events like this to 
connect with the 7 million living 
Vietnam War-era veterans.

Powell served two tours in Viet-
nam: the first as a captain, when 
he was an adviser with the 1st 
and 2nd Infantry Divisions from 
1962-63; and the second as a ma-
jor, when he was executive officer 
and deputy G-3 with the Americal 
Division from 1968-1969. 

He said that he has often visited 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Wall, taking foreign dignitaries 
with him. He always points out 
the sculpture “Three Servicemen” 
near the wall and wonders: “Are 
they looking for a friend or them-
selves?” 

He added that commemorations 
like this are important for “never 
forgetting the sacrifices of our 
young men and women, not only 
in Vietnam, but in every other 
place we assemble.” 

When asked what advice he 
would give to military leaders 
today, Powell said the priorities 

of each service should be taking 
care of the people fighting and 
their families, and making sure 
the weapons they need for to-
day’s modern warfare are there 
for them. 

“Never short the accounts for 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Ma-
rines,” he said. 

He also praised today’s Sol-
diers, saying, “I think of what you 
are asked to do, and the multiple 
tours you are doing and it is far 
more demanding than what I had 
to do in Vietnam or Soldiers had 
to do in World War II. Over, and 
over, and over, your assignments 
require you to go to Afghanistan, 
Iraq and so many other places. I 
couldn’t be more proud of you, 
every single one of you.”

“General Powell has been a role 
model to all of us,” remarked Lt. 
Gen. Aundre F. Piggee, deputy 
chief of staff for Army logistics, 
G-4, who serves as the Army’s 
executive agent for the Vietnam 
50th Commemoration. “And it 
all began with his bravery in the 
jungles of Vietnam.”

Deputy Chief of Staff
G-4 Staff Report 

SOLDIER FOR LIFE

Retired Gen. Colin Powell speaks at a special Vietnam War commemorative event at the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C., June 8. 
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Colin Powell speaks on Vietnam War experience, today’s Soldiers

SAINT LAURENT SUR MER, France 
— One of the few surviving American In-
dian WWII combat veterans, retired Mas-
ter Sgt. Charles Norman Shay, returned to 
the country he helped liberate to attend a 
memorial dedication in his honor June 5. 

“As one of the few surviving American 
Indian combat veterans who participated 
in the liberation of France, I speak here 
not only for myself but also on behalf of 
my comrades from Turtle Island,” Shay 
said, citing the Native American name for 
North America.

Shay, a Penobscot Indian from Maine, 
was only 19 years old when he struggled 
ashore Omaha Beach June 6, 1944, as a 
platoon medic serving in F Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment. The 
16th Infantry Regiment was one of three 
combat regiments in the 1st Infantry Di-

vision that spearheaded the assault on D-
Day. 

“On the evening of June 5, 1944, I was 
aboard the Henrico heading across the 
channel, when I had a surprise visit from 
a Penobscot Indian warrior named Mel-
vin Neptune,” Shay recalled. “He didn’t 
trouble me with his combat experience, 

nor did he offer me advice. Instead, we 
talked about home because he knew I had 
never been in combat— all hell was about 
to break loose on me.

“Only two of us appear to have survived 
the war without being wounded,” Shay 
continued. “We were lucky. Call it what 
you want, fate, destiny, angels, spirits or 
God. All I know is that my mother prayed 
for me.”

He said his mother prayed fervently for 
his other three brothers serving in World 
War II, as well – two in the U.S. Navy and 
one in the Army Air Corps as a B-17 gun-
ner.

“There were mothers across Turtle Is-
land praying for their brave sons,” Shay 
said. “My heart breaks for those women 
who were never able to welcome their 
sons home again.”

According to Dutch Anthropologist Dr. 
Harald E.L. Prins, 175 Native Americans 
landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day – but 

only 55 have been identified. The memo-
rial dedication to Shay and his Native 
American comrades is part of an ongoing 
effort to recognize the Native American 
contributions to WWII. 

“This is the reason why we decided to-
gether with the mayor of Saint Laurent sur 
Mer and city council to honor the Native 
Americans who landed on Omaha Beach 
on D-Day,” Shay said.

The memorial unveiled in the June 5 
ceremony is aptly named the “Turtle Mon-
ument” after the ancestral home of Shay 
and his fellow Native Americans. It is the 
first time that this site has been recognized 
as part of a D-Day commemoration. 

“Every Soldier who landed on this beach 
was a hero,” Shay declared, who also went 
on to serve in the Korean War. “There is 
now a plaque commemorating Indian Sol-
diers who left Turtle Island to help liberate 
our ancient French allies. We will not for-
get their sacrifices.”

By Airman 1st Class Alexis Schultz
For Army News Service

French memorial honors Native American sacrifices on D-Day

D-Day veterans Charles Shay, right, and George Kline 
shake hands at the Charles Shay Memorial in Saint 
Laurent sur Mer, France, June 5. 

PHOTO BY A1C ALEXIS C. SCHULTZ
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ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 has 
regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, 
call 222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 hosts a 
dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings 
are at the post headquarters on State Road 84 every 
third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is 
served Sundays, and games and TVs are available for 
entertainment. Meetings are open to all. The post can 
host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells.  For 
more information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-6211 
or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of Commerce 
meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon 
at the Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville 
Cultural and Convention Center. For more information, 
call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3073 
Wiregrass Post membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. 
Breakfast is served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post can 
host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells. 

ONGOING — Disabled American Veterans Dothan 
Chapter 87 maintains a service officer at its office at 
545 West Main St. (Mixon Business Center) Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The chapter will 
assist veterans who were injured or disabled while in 
military service. DAV service officers help veterans and 
their spouses with disability compensation claims and 
other veterans benefits. All veteran services provided are 
free of charge. For more information, call 836-0217, Ext. 
123, or send an email to davchapter87@gmail.com.

 
ONGOING — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 

87 will host a dinner and meeting at 6 p.m. the third 
Thursday of each month at the Doug Tew Recreation 
Center. For more information, call 836-0217, Ext. 123, 
or send an email to davchapter87@gmail.com.

ENTERPRISE

JUNE 18 — Local artist Roy Hoobler will perform a 
piano recital at First Presbyterian Church at 3 p.m.  Works 
will include Mozart’s piano sonata k.310 in A minor and 
music of Debussy, including Clair De Lune and Pour Le 
Piano.  He will be joined by local vocalist singing French 
songs. The recital is free.  For more information, call 
334-390-1009.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 73 meets at 
the American Legion building at 200 Gibson Street on the 
fourth Saturday of each month beginning at 9 a.m. The 
building is across the street from the Lee Street Baptist 
Church. For more information call 447-8507.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6683, 
John Wiley Brock Post monthly membership meetings 
for the VFW Post 6683 and Auxiliary are on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the post headquarters 
building located at 2615 Coffee County Road 537. The 
post mailing address is P.O. Box 311752 Enterprise, AL 
36330. For more information, call 334-464-1171 or the 
auxiliary at 334-464-2222. The post also has a Facebook 
site at vfw post 6683. 

GENEVA

ONGOING —  The Geneva County Relay for Life 
meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the 
Citizens Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING —  Residents are invited to town hall 
meetings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
at Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 
9-11 a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 
maintains a service office in the New Brockton Police 
Station at 706 McKinnon Street. The office will assist 
veterans who were injured or disabled while in military 
service. DAV service officers help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation claims, Veterans 
Affairs pensions, death benefits, VA medical care, Social 
Security disability benefits, veterans job programs, 
homeless veterans services and other veteran services. 
All veteran services are provided free of charge. For 
more information, call 334-406-6700.  

 
ONGOING — Adult education classes are offered in 

Rm. 12 at New Brockton High School, 210 South Tyler 

St., Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes 
are free for individuals 16 years old or older who are 
not enrolled in public school. Individuals must take an 
assessment test prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 
for more information.

OZARK

ONGOING — The Ann Rudd Art Center offers free 
art lessons for children ages 5 and older. The young 
student class is Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon, and the 
adult-teen class is from 12:30-3 p.m. Slots are on a first 
come, first served basis. For more information, call 774-
7922.

ONGOING —  The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly 
meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. 
at the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more information, 
call 477-6221 or email wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to the Cross 
Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard 
United Methodist Church. 

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City Council meets 
monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Samson Community Center. 

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 meets 
monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust Company sponsors 
senior dance nights every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. 
at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex is 
transformed into a dance hall and features music from the 
40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

ONGOING — The Marine Corps League, Wiregrass 
Det. 752, welcomes all Marines, Navy corpsmen and 
chaplains, and their families, to its monthly meetings. 
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each month at 
7 p.m.  Attendees are welcome to arrive early for food 
and camaraderie. The next meeting will be at the Golden 
Corral in Dothan. For more information, call 718-4168 
or 805-7335.

Wiregrass community calendar
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs
Slocomb Tomato Festival

Slocomb will host its 28th annual tomato 
festival June 15-17. The event starts off with 
a city-wide prayer meeting June 15 at 6 p.m. 
at the First Baptist Church. June 16 there will 
be a karaoke contest. June 17, the festivities 
begin with a parade at 9 a.m. and then more 
entertainment at the festival grounds – with 
the headlining band, the Kentucky Headhunt-
ers, taking the stage at about 5 p.m.

For more information, visit http://
slocombtomatofestival.org/2017/.

Florida Panhandle Boat Show
The Florida Panhandle Boat Show is 

scheduled for June 16-18 from 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m. at the Panama City Marina in Panama 
City, Florida. Power boats, sail boats, kay-
aks and marine accessories of all types will 
be featured throughout the extended pier for 
dry space and in-water marina dock park-
ing, according to organizers. The area’s in-
dustry leaders will be showcasing their best 
for the boating and fishing enthusiasts of the 
southeast region. Included in the $10 adult 
paid admission will be viewing of new boats 
and marine accessories for all types of boat-
ing, boating safety seminars, Pier Jam Sea-
food Music Festival (Saturday and Sunday), 
live music, cornhole tournament, stand-up 
paddleboard demonstration, hands-on sailing 
techniques, Jet-Pack Fly Board Guy demon-
stration and food vendors. 

Children under 16 will be admitted for free. 
For more information, visit http://www.ba-
yartsevents.com/event/the-florida-panhandle-
boat-show/.

Juneteenth Celebration
Juneteenth is the oldest known commemo-

ration of the ending of slavery in Texas, but is 
used to mark the overall ending of slavery in 
the United States, according to the organizers 
of the Juneteenth Celebration scheduled for 
June 17 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Montgomery.  
Officials will block off Montgomery Street 
between Lee and Molton for this first celebra-
tion. The free event will feature local food 
and merchant vendors, performances and free 
tours of the Rosa Parks Museum. 

For more information, call 334-241-
8615 or visit www.facebook.com/
events/403539403336878.

NASA in the Park
The fourth annual NASA in the Park event 

will be held June 17 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Big Spring Park East in downtown Hunts-
ville. Admission is free. NASA and Marshal 
Space Flight Center representatives will show 
the public what they have been working on, 
as well as conduct experiments for people to 
watch.  

For more information, visit http://www.
downtownhuntsville.org/featured-events/.

Helen Keller Festival
The 39th annual Helen Keller Festival will 

be held June 22-25 in Tuscumbia. The event 

will kick off with a parade down Main Street 
and will also include musical artists, arts and 
crafts vendors, athletic events, and a car and 
truck show. Other events will include Keller 
Kids educational activities, historic tours 
and trolley rides. For more information, visit 
http://www.helenkellerfestival.com/.

USS ALABAMA living history
History will come alive aboard the USS 

Alabama when the ship’s living history crew 
reports for duty June 24-25 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in Mobile. The historical re-enactors will 
portray life aboard the ship during WWII. 
They will wear some of the ship’s original 
gear, conduct drills and even swab the deck. 
They will re-enact call to battle stations and 
simulate fighting enemy airplanes during the 
YAK attack using the restored 20mm and 
40mm guns mounted on the deck. The Deep 
South Amateur Radio Club will also broad-
cast live from the ship during drill weekends. 
Admission is free for children 5 and younger, 
$6 for children ages 6-11 and $15 for ages 12 
to adult. For more information, visit http://
www.ussalabama.com/.

Purdy Butterfly House 
The Huntsville Botanical Garden’s Purdy 

Butterfly House is open through Sept. 30 from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. The largest open air but-
terfly house in the country features butterflies 
in a kaleidoscope of colors, according to or-
ganizers. People can also see turtles sunning 
in the pond or digging in the dirt, and the But-
terfly Discovery Cart helps visitors encounter 

even more wonder.
For more information, visit http://hsvbg.

org/.

Blue Angels Practice
People can observe the Blue Angels, the 

U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, 
practice most Tuesdays and Wednesdays be-
tween March and November at the National 
Naval Aviation Museum viewing area in Pen-
sacola, Florida. Practices typically begin at 
11:30 a.m. and last about an hour. The outside 
viewing area for the Blue Angels practice is 
located on the museum flight line north of the 
museum. Signs are posted to direct visitors to 
viewing and parking locations, including lim-
ited parking for handicapped visitors. 

Open bleacher seating is available for 1,000 
people. Chair service is provided at each prac-
tice session –chairs are available for a fee of 
$3 per chair good for that day’s practice ses-
sion. Concessions and merchandise are also 
available, and there is a 100-percent ID check 
for all visitors 16 years old and over to access 
the museum flight line. Backpacks, daypacks, 
luggage and similar items are not allowed on 
the flight line. Small purses, bags containing 
medications, and diaper bags are allowed, 
but are subject to search by Naval Air Station 
Pensacola Security personnel. 

Cancellations due to weather or mainte-
nance are made at the team’s discretion and 
may not be made until the morning of the 
practice.

For more information, visit http://www.
navalaviationmuseum.org/.

Brewton will host the Alabama 
Blueberry Festival June 17 from 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The festival will 
feature arts and crafts, a car show, 
live entertainment, blueberries, 
blueberry bushes, cookbooks and 
food. There will also be a free chil-
dren’s play section. The festival is 
home of the “original” blueberry 
ice cream made especially for the 
festival, according to organizers.

For more information, visit 
http://www.brewtonchamber.
com/.

Army Flier
Staff Reports

Festival welcomes all things blueberry
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Religious Services

WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services are on 
Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant 
Service

Main Post Chapel, Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass
(Tuesday-Friday)

4 p.m. Catholic Confessions 
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Saturday)

Wings Chapel, 
Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant 
Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Latter-Day Saints
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar Study 
(4th Sunday)

FORT SILL, Okla. — Many 
Americans have had pets at one 
time or another. In fact, about 40 
percent of American households 
have at least one dog. These com-
panions truly become members 
of the family. 

They are cherished, pampered 
and spared no expense for their 
medical treatments. They are also 
mourned terribly when they pass.

Despite the mutual affection 
between humans and their pets, 
animals such as dogs and horses 
have often been viewed more as 
beasts of burden than as compan-
ions, especially in days before 
the industrialized age. Wartime 
was no exception. Many of these 
furred and feathered friends have 
given their lives in wartime, with 
the same bravery and dedication 
as the Soldiers who fought along-
side them. 

Militaries around the world 
have honored and awarded their 
courage and devotion. Movies 
have even been made about them. 
“War Horse,” for example, was a 
recent film about a beloved farm 
horse sold to the British cavalry 
in World War I. 

Perhaps the best-known war 
animals are dogs. More than 
30,000 dogs have served in the 
U.S. military since the K-9 Corps 
was established by the Army in 
1942. 

The U.S. military still has 
around 2,500 active Military 
Working Dogs today, with 700 
or so deployed at any one time. 
The animals are often tasked with 
sniffing out explosives and other 
deadly devices that terrorists 
might use, and have a 98-percent 
accuracy rating. 

Tragically, some of these dogs 
go home wounded. Some don’t 
come home at all – due to death 
or, previously, to policy.

In fact, it wasn’t until recently 
that K-9s were allowed to return 
stateside with their Soldier com-
panions. 

During the Vietnam War, many 
MWDs were viewed as surplus 
equipment, rather than as faithful 
compatriots who saved lives and 
boosted the morale of their hu-
man counterparts. Following the 
end of hostilities, these dogs were 
often euthanized or reluctantly 
abandoned by the very Soldiers 
whose lives they saved. 

According to a May 2014 arti-
cle in National Geographic, “This 
was one of the darkest parts of 
war dog history.” Around 4,000 
dogs served in the Vietnam War 
and saved around 10,000 lives. 
The War Dog Association states 
that only 204 returned home, but 
not as pets. Many warriors tried 
unsuccessfully to find out what 
happened to their canine battle 
buddies, or to adopt them.

Then, a law was passed in 2000 
to allow handlers and their fami-
lies to adopt these faithful soldiers 
of war. 

Problems persisted, however. 
MWDs that retired overseas were 
not eligible for military transpor-
tation and were left behind. In 
response, the American Humane 
Society successfully advocated 

for an additional provision to the 
2016 National Defense Authori-
zation Act that ensured military 
dogs are retired on American 
soil.

Today, around 90 percent of 
MWDs are adopted by their for-
mer handlers when they retire. 
Between 2012 and 2014, the De-
partment of Defense adopted out 
1,312 dogs to individuals and 252 
to law enforcement agencies.

Military dogs have a distin-
guished record of service through-
out U.S. history. They have done 
everything from carrying mes-
sages, laying telegraph wire, de-
tecting mines, digging out bomb 
victims, and acting as guard or 
patrol dogs. 

Stubby, a bulldog/pitbull/
Staffordshire terrier mix, was one 
such famous MWD. Smuggled to 
Europe with the American Expe-
ditionary Force during WWI, he 
became the unofficial mascot of 
the 102nd Infantry, 26th Yankee 
Division.

Although he wasn’t a trained 
military dog, he alerted Soldiers 
to put on their masks when a gas 
attack occurred. He also cap-
tured a German spy dressed as an 
American Soldier.

Stubby, who was promoted to 
sergeant, almost died during a 
gas attack, and he also survived 
an exploding grenade. After 18 
months in war, he returned home. 
He met three U. S. presidents be-
fore he died in 1926. 

To honor his service, the gov-
ernment paid for a taxidermy 
treatment so that Stubby could 
forever reside in the Smith-
sonian’s National Museum of 
American History.

Another noteworthy MWD, a 
Belgian Malinois named Cairo, 
accompanied the Navy SEAL 
Team Six when they raided Osa-
ma bin Laden’s compound. 

These elite dogs begin their 
training at places like the 902nd 
Military Working Dog Detach-
ment at Fort Sill. This particular 
detachment consists of eight dogs 
trained to sniff for either explo-
sives or drugs. These MWDs 
have deployed to Afghanistan, 

Iraq and Kuwait; cleared hotel 
rooms for the secretary of state; 
and patrolled the convention 
halls for the 2016 Republican and 
Democratic national conventions. 
One team was even specially re-
quested to provide security for the 
2017 presidential inauguration in 
Washington, D.C.

For all of this vital work, the 
dogs love nothing more than to 
chew on a kong as a reward, or 
receive affection and friendship 
from their human compatriots. 
When these dogs retire, they are 
often given a ceremony to honor 
their service, in addition to a for-
ever home with a loving family. 

By Cindy McIntyre
Fort Sill Tribune Staff Writer

ARMY K-9 CORPS

Pfc. Jackson Darling, assigned to the 513th Military Police Detachment, 93rd Military Police Battalion, helps Toto, a patrol explosive detection dog, pose for a photo at 
the detachment’s K-9 kennel at Fort Bliss Aug. 26. 

PHOTO BY WENDY BROWN

Man’s best friend raises paw, serves, too

Senior Airman Kaleb Sermeno, 60th Security Forces Squadron, Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif., carries his military working dog, Ben, through a training area near 
Fort Bliss, Texas, Nov. 10 to simulate what he will do if his dog is injured on 
deployment. 

PHOTO BY FREDERICK CONNELLY 

Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?
Contact Ron Sykstus NOW! rsykstus@bondnbotes.com 256-713-0221

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services

he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has

been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,

covering all areas of government concern including:

• Fnancal
Considerations

• Securty Volatons
• Drug Involvement

• Alcohol Consumpton
• Personal Conduct
• Crmnal Conduct
• Sexual Behavor

• Foregn Influence
• Foregn Preference
• Msuse of Informaton

Technology

Also avalable for Courts-Martal, Magstrate Court
and Admnstratve Separaton Board Defense.

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

The first national monument for U.S. Military Working Dog teams was dedicated in 2013 at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, 
Texas. Military Working Dogs are bred and trained by the base’s 341st Training Squadron to detect arms, ammunition, and 
explosives -- both of the conventional and home-made varieties. Combat Tracker Dog Teams are also trained for the Marine 
Corps to recognize and follow enemy insurgents, IED makers, and snipers. 

COURTESY OF THE AMERICAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION 

Pfc. Elizabeth Adrian, an Army military 
working dog handler with the Direc-
torate of Emergency Services, Area 
Support Group-Kuwait, walks with her 
military working dog, Freddy, during a 
demonstration of MWD capabilities at 
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait on March 7. 

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. DALTON SMITH
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FORT BRAGG, N.C. — It’s 3 a.m. 
and a physician assistant deployed to 
a remote location in Africa is sound 
asleep. All is quiet until an urgent ra-
dio call from a special forces medic 
out in the field breaks the silence. 

A special forces Soldier was 
wounded while conducting clearing 
operations in a nearby village and a 
few of his comrades are transporting 
him to the PA’s location. 

The gunshot wound is near the 
groin and has damaged the femoral 
artery. It’s an injury that can be dead-
ly if care isn’t rendered quickly. The 
unit’s medic was able to slow the 
bleeding by applying a junctional 
tourniquet, but the measure wasn’t 
able to completely stop the bleeding 
and now surgical intervention is re-
quired. 

The physician assistant quickly 
informs his team that they have a 
wounded Soldier inbound. As the 
team prepares the room for the pro-
cedure, the PA grabs a pair of aug-
mented reality glasses and starts re-
viewing the procedure he is about to 
perform. He then contacts the on-call 
trauma surgeon – who is stateside 
and more than 3,000 miles away. 

Though they are physically sepa-
rated, the surgeon will be able to 
monitor and communicate with the 
PA through the communications link 
created by the glasses. 

After the PA briefs the surgeon on 
the situation, he asks if the surgeon 
agrees with the assessment and then 
begins the procedure. 

The surgeon is not only able to 
communicate and provide feedback 
to the PA throughout the procedure, 
but he is also able to help monitor 
vital signs and is able to draw or 
write directly within the PA’s field 
of vision. This allows the PA to im-
mediately identify incision points or 
problem areas as the surgeon’s notes 
“appear” on the patient. 

This scenario was the basis for 

training recently conducted at Fort 
Bragg’s Medical Simulation Train-
ing Center. Based on a real-life in-
jury that caused the death of a Sol-
dier in Somalia, the training helped 
explore a way that physician assis-
tants can step in to perform lifesav-
ing measures on a Soldier injured in 
theater where there either isn’t the 
time or the capability to get them to 
a surgeon immediately. 

The training also tested a new 
capability that will allow forward 
providers to stabilize injuries that 
threaten life, limb, or eyesight. This 
capability comes in the form of the 
augmented reality glasses that the 
PA wore, which not only gave him 
the ability to review the procedure 
before he performed it, but also al-
lowed the surgeon to be there with 
him even though the surgeon wasn’t 
physically present. 

“I’ve been in situations where this 
definitely would have been helpful,” 
said Navy Lt. Cmdr. C. Long, the 
special operations forces physician 
assistant who performed the proce-
dure during the training scenario. 
“When it’s a situation where it’s lit-
erally life or death, I’d rather be able 

to do something to try to save their 
life rather than nothing and just sit-
ting there and watching them die.”

Dr. (Lt. Col.) Tyler Harris, an or-
thopedic surgeon at Womack Army 
Medical Center, served as the sur-
geon and tele-mentor during the 
training. As Long wore the glasses 
and performed the procedure to 
stop the bleeding on the manikin, 
Harris was watching on a computer 
screen at another location. He was 
able to not only observe everything 
that Long was seeing and doing, but 
was also able to talk to him. Harris 
was even able to take a screen shot 
of Long’s field of view, draw a line 
on it where the incision should go 
and send that image back to Long’s 
glasses, so that Long knew exactly 
where to cut when beginning the 
procedure. 

Harris highlighted that he received 
the same training as the PA in the 
field so that he not only knows how 
the equipment works and how to use 
it, but he also knows the training the 
PA received on how to perform the 
procedure from beginning to end. 
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‘BAND OF BROTHERS’
D-Day through the eyes of a 
combat medic, 73 years later 

See Briefs on Page D3

With less than two weeks in the regular 
season, the 2017 Fort Rucker Intramural 
Softball Season is heating up as teams get 
ready for the playoffs.

The D Company, 1st Battalion, 145th 
Aviation Regiment, Where My Pitches At? 
Scorched the Fort Rucker Fire Department’s 
Plug Uglies 13-3 in the bottom of the fifth 
during a bout that had the fire department 
team asking, “where my runs at?”

The D Co. team was off to a hot start, 
but the Plug Uglies couldn’t seem to find 
their footing throughout the game with a 
string of errors that gave up multiple runs 
to their opponents, eventually leading to 
their downfall.

“Today we knew it was going to be a 
big game coming out to play the Plug Ug-
lies because they have a really prestigious 
ranking in the league, so we were really 
excited,” said Shelby Naifeh, team captain 
for D Co, 1-145th. “We came out really 
good and strong, and we had a few things 
going in our favor, so we just kept rolling 
with the momentum.

“We were hitting really well, too,” she 
said. “We had a few plays that went in our 
favor and we were really aggressive on the 
bases.”

That aggressive play style allowed the 
1-145th to take an early lead as they took 
to the plate first and got off on the right foot 
with a shot to center for a double, followed 
up by a single to get a runner on third, set 
up to be brought home. 

They brought the run in with a pop up 
to left that was heading straight into the 
glove of a Plug Uglies player, but it slipped 
through and gave D Co. the chance to bring 
in their first run. 

The 1-145th continued their assault, and 

despite a strikeout giving them two outs on 
the board, they followed up with a triple to 
bring in more runs. 

The D Co. team continued to find the 
gaps in their opponent’s defense and man-
aged to bring in five runs during their at 
bat before a line drive to center ended their 
time at the plate.

Plug Uglies needed a strong start to stay 
in the game, and they managed a line drive 
to right field for a base hit, but a string of 
fouls with their following batter got their 
first out on the board, building the pressure 
for the batters who followed.

D Co. kept a strong defense and didn’t 
let the ball slip through their fingers, man-

aging to catch two pop ups to center field 
to send the fire department back into the 
outfield, scoreless, behind 5-0 heading into 
the second. 

The 1-145th managed a string of base 
hits during their time at bat to get multi-
ple runners on base to set themselves up 
to bring in more runs, and they managed 
to do just that by keeping the ball on the 
ground and out of the hands of their op-
ponents.

Although the Plug Uglies’ defense man-
aged to tighten up, a string of errors led 
to them falling further behind, with the 
1-145th leading 9-0. 

The fire department team had to step up 

their game if they wanted to stay in the 
game since they were dangerously close to 
the 10-run rule, which would end the game 
for them in the fifth inning.

They managed to get a string of base hits 
to get runners on base and with two outs an 
error allowed for the fire department team 
to bring in their first run. That’s where their 
luck would end, though, as a line drive 
straight into the opponent’s glove ended 
their time at the plate.

The 1-145th’s advance slowed as the 
Plug Uglies’ defense started to tighten up, 
and the fire department team sent their 
opponents packing, scoreless for the first 
time. 

Plug Uglies came back to the plate with 
a string of base hits and were able to bring 
in a two runs during their time at the plate, 
managing to find the gaps in the opposing 
defense, but they needed a stronger offense 
if they planned to overtake their opponents, 
behind 9-3 going into the 4th. 

Plug Uglies’ couldn’t manage to keep 
the 1-145th down as D Co. started off the 
inning with a double, followed by a string 
of base hits allowing them to bring in an-
other run following an error by the Plug 
Uglies. 

Plug Uglies took to the plate determined 
to close the scoring gap, but couldn’t keep 
the ball out of their opponent’s hands rack-
ing up three outs with a double play and 
pop fly.

Going into the fifth, if D Co. managed to 
increase their lead to 10 runs by the end of 
the inning, they could take home the win, 
and the pressure mounted for the fire de-
partment team as the 1-1-145th achieved 
their 10-point lead.

Plug Uglies had to bring in at least one run 
to stay in the game, but weren’t able to get 
through the opposing defense and the game 
ended in the bottom of the fifth, 13-3.

Second Lt. Zack Heibel, player for D Co., 1-145th, beats the ball to first during a game against the Fort 
Rucker Fire Department Plug Uglies at the Fort Rucker Softball Fields Tuesday.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

ROLLING ALONG

First Lt. Christopher Parks throws a discus during the 2016 
Department of Defense Warrior Games at the U.S. Military 
Academy in West Point, N.Y., June 16, 2016. The 2017 Warrior 
Games are scheduled to take place in Chicago June 30-July 8. 

PHOTO BY EJ HERSOM

Technology provides ability to 
save lives through telesurgery

SEE TECHNOLOGY, PAGE D3

By Eve Meinhardt
Womack Army Medical Center 
Public Affairs

CHICAGO — A star-studded concert featuring 
Grammy Award-winning artists Blake Shelton and 
Kelly Clarkson will kick off the 2017 Department 
of Defense Warrior Games – the annual Paralympic-
style competition for wounded, ill and injured service 
members and veterans – at Soldier Field in Chicago 
July 1.

“The men and women that serve and protect this 
country on a daily basis allow the rest of us the free-
doms we enjoy,” Shelton said. “I’m proud to be part 
of this event and root these heroes on to victory at this 
year’s Warrior Games.”

Clarkson said she shares Shelton’s enthusiasm.
“I can’t wait to perform this year at the Warrior 

Games! Any time we can all be a part of something 
that lifts up and shines a light on all of these heroes 
that are participating is an amazing moment! We need 
more of these moments,” she said. “These men and 
women have put their lives on the line for us and have 
overcome so much in the process of doing that. It will 
be a tremendous honor to perform for them and their 
families who have sacrificed so much.”

Comedian Jon Stewart is returning as master of cer-
emonies for this year’s event. “Last year, the Warrior 

WARRIOR
GAMES

Navy Lt. Cmdr. C. Long, a Special Operations Forces physician assistant, performs a surgi-
cal procedure to stop the bleeding at the femoral artery on a manikin during training using 
augmented reality glasses May 11 at Fort Bragg, N.C. 

PHOTO BY EVE MEINHARDT

Defense Media Activity
Staff Report

Star-studded concert 
to kick off competition

1-145th extinguishes Plug Uglies, 13-3

SEE WARRIOR, PAGE D3
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Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.



He said that’s the best way to ensure that 
everyone is on the same page, no matter 
who is on the other end of the phone from 
either side.

“From this training, I’m confident that 
we can guide a provider remotely to save a 
life,” Harris said. “The procedure and the 
training are straightforward. With just two 
instruments and a pair of glasses, we saved 
a guy’s life in under a minute.”

Army special operations forces are cur-
rently serving in more than 60 countries 
around the world. Most teams are too small 
and sometimes in too remote of a location 
to have their own organic surgical support, 
said Lt. Col. Stephen DeLellis, the deputy 
surgeon at U.S. Army Special Operations 
Command.

“We’re not training folks to do surgery,” 
said DeLellis, who is also a physician as-
sistant. “Surgery is a surgeon’s business. 
We’re just giving them the ability to get 
our special operators to a surgeon. We’re 

giving them the ability to stop a hemor-
rhage, to save limb, to sustain someone’s 
life until we can get them to a care facility 
with a surgeon.”

Eventually, the training program will 
expand to include guidance for non-sur-
gical providers on providing advanced 
burn care, releasing pressure behind an 
eye, packing and temporarily closing the 
abdominal cavity, easing pressure in the 
skull and, as in the training scenario, ac-
cessing deep vessels to stop bleeding. The 
list was jointly developed by USASOC 
medical staff and Womack surgeons, all 
with the intent of what can realistically be 
done with the end goal of being able to im-
mediately save someone’s life, limb(s), or 
eyesight. 

“The point is to teach these lifesaving 
procedures to the people who are actually 
out there providing care in the field,” said 
Lt. Col. Kenneth Nelson, an orthopedic 
trauma surgeon at WAMC. “This is al-
ready being done with special operations 
medics already trained to do a number of 

these procedures. This isn’t a time to be 
territorial, it’s a time to come together to 
save lives. I can’t bring someone back to 
life, but if someone in the field is able to 
stabilize them so they get to me alive and 
breathing, there’s a lot I can do to fix them 
up then.” 

While the preference is always to have 
an experienced surgeon with a full surgi-
cal team close by to support all deployed 
forces, that’s simply not feasible. Special 
Forces medical sergeants have been re-
ceiving training to perform anesthesia and 
minor surgical procedures since the Viet-
nam War. This training would expand on 
that to provide physician assistants and 
non-surgical physicians those same skills. 

“We’re not asking someone who has 
never touched a scalpel or handled tissue 
before to do this,” said Harris. “Everyone 
who does this will be fully trained on the 
procedures before they’re asked to pro-
vide treatment in the field. Non-surgeons 
do a variety of surgical procedures all the 
time. So do paramedics. This isn’t all that 

far-fetched and with the technology that’s 
available, it makes more sense than ever 
before to start training PAs to do this.”

As part of the training, non-surgeons 
will not only be fully trained on the equip-
ment and procedures, they will also be 
brought in to the operating room in a gar-
rison environment to serve as surgical as-
sistants to more fully understand the scope 
of their responsibilities. 

In the end, the importance of bringing 
this technology and capability to military 
medicine comes down to saving lives.

“To save the lives of those who are put-
ting themselves in harm’s way to protect 
us, we simply need more surgically ca-
pable people,” said DeLellis. “We just 
don’t have enough to go around and when 
you’re talking about some place like Af-
rica where there’s thousands of miles and 
dozens of borders between you and the 
surgeon, having this technology available 
and providers trained on how to use it can 
potentially save a life that might have pre-
viously been lost.”

Games were so impactful that I couldn’t wait to participate 
again as the master of ceremonies for the 2017 Games,” he 
said. “This is a can’t-miss event for Chicago. Join me in 
celebrating our nation’s service members.”

The star-studded event will officially kick off the 2017 
DOD Warrior Games, scheduled to begin June 30 and run 
through July 8. About 265 wounded, ill and injured service 

members and veterans representing teams from the Army, 
Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard and U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Command, as well as military forces from 
the United Kingdom and Australia. Athletes will participate 
in eight adaptive sports: archery, cycling, field, shooting, 
sitting volleyball, swimming, track and wheelchair basket-
ball.

“Warrior Games showcases the resilience and triumph 
of these athletes after overcoming significant injuries and 

illnesses,” said Navy Capt. Brent Breining, director of the 
2017 DOD Warrior Games. “Having artists like Blake and 
Kelly perform at our opening ceremony concert demon-
strates their support and gratitude for our military service 
men and women, and encourages people to get out and 
show their support for these heroes.”

To purchase tickets for the DOD Warrior Games opening 
ceremony concert, click on the “Ticket” icon at the Warrior 
Games website at http://www.dodwarriorgames.com/.
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Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Deep sea fishing private charter

MWR Central is giving people the chance 
to kick off red snapper season on its private 
charter deep sea fishing trip June 24. The 
private charter is a 45-foot walk-around boat 
that heads out for a six-hour trip. The cost 
of the trip is $175 per person, and includes 
transportation, bait, rod, reel, fishing license, 
fish cleaning and tip. Organizers recommend 
people bring a small cooler with drinks and 
snacks – no glass. The bus departs from Fort 
Rucker at 2 a.m. – time subject to change 
based on fishing conditions. 

To register, call 255-2997 or 255-4305.

Fort Rucker Hunting Incentive Program
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation offers a 

hunting incentive program to help control the 
coyote and feral pig population on post. The 
program is targeted to controlling these inva-
sive species. The hunting runs through Aug. 
31. The first five registered hunters who kill 
five coyotes or 20 hogs and turn them in will 
be given a doe tag for deer season. In order 
to get credit for the kill and have it count to-
wards the incentive, hunters must be signed 

into Hunt-Trac, so their location is known and 
can be verified. Hunters will be allowed to 
email pictures in after hours to outdoor rec-
reation with the hunter and the harvest killed 
in front of one of the weigh stations. Hunt-
ers on post are required to have an Alabama 
State Hunting Permit, a post hunting permit 
and must have completed the hunters’ educa-
tion course. Hunting on Fort Rucker is open 
to the public. 

For additional information on how to par-
ticipate, including the email addresses for 
emailing the photos, call 255-4305.

Independence Day Golf Tournament
Silver Wings Golf Course will host it Inde-

pendence Day Golf Tournament July 4. The 
format is four-person team scramble. Reg-
istration, a continental breakfast and range 
open at 7 a.m. Announcements will be at 7:45 
a.m. and there will be an 8 a.m. shotgun start. 
Entry fee is $45 for non-members and $35 
for members. Entry fee includes tournament 
course fees, range balls, tee gifts, tournament 
meals and prizes. The tourney is open to the 
Public. 

For more information, call 255-0089.
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Warrior

SILVER SPRING, Md – They 
trained with infantry Soldiers, 
carrying first aid kits instead of 
weapons. They dodged bullets to 
tend to wounded Soldiers, some-
times with whatever supplies they 
could find. And even in the midst 
of thick combat, they remained 
steadily focused on their mission 
of saving lives. 

They were the combat medics 
of World War II.

No amount of training or plan-
ning could have prepared them 
for the casualties inflicted during 
the largest amphibious assault 
in history: the Allied invasion of 
Europe, commonly known as D-
Day.

“Boy Scouts was the closest 
thing to medical training I had 
before that,” said Edwin Pep-
ping, who was just a 21-year-old 
private first class at the time. “But 
you didn’t have a chance to be 
nervous.”

In preparation for ground com-
bat after the attack on Pearl Har-
bor, Hawaii, the Army hurried to 
create a ready force. Medical units 
made up of individuals of both 
military and civilian background 
were gathered and trained. Their 
duties included treating minor in-

juries, applying splints and tourni-
quets, and bandaging wounds.

Known as “band-aid bandits” 
to their comrades, Pepping and 
then-Staff Sgt. Albert Mampre 
were attached to Easy Company, 
2ndBattalion of the 506th Infantry 
Regiment, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, also known as the “Band of 
Brothers.”

Seventy-three years ago today, 
the U.S. took part in the invasion 
of Normandy, which would ulti-
mately be the turning point of the 
war in Europe. More than 13,000 
aircraft and 5,000 ships were used 
in the D-Day landing, which was 

part of Operation Overlord. In 
the early morning hours of June 
6, 1944, Pepping boarded a C-47 
transport for the big jump. But, as 
often happens in combat, the plan 
didn’t go as expected.

“We were supposed to be 
dropped at 700 feet at 95 miles 
per hour, which was enough to 
get our parachute to open and get 
our equipment down safely, but 
they dropped us at 300 feet at 165 
miles per hour, which is almost 
impossible to survive,” said Pep-
ping, who turns 95 in July.

As Pepping jumped, he was hit 
by a high speed gust of air that 

ripped 125 pounds worth of sup-
plies off of him. His parachute 
opened at the same time, causing 
him to violently spin before falling 
to the ground. He hit the ground so 
hard that his own strapped helmet 
flew back and knocked him in the 
neck, leading to a concussion and 
three cracked vertebrae.

After landing near the town of 
Angoville-au-Plain behind Utah 
Beach, Pepping spent the next sev-
eral hours helping another medic, 
Willard Moore, bring severely 
combat-wounded soldiers to a 
makeshift aid station in a nearby 
church. Moore drove the jeep 
while Pepping loaded his wound-
ed and nursed them until they got 
back to the church, he said.

“There were so many cata-
strophic wounds that a lot of the 
time it was beyond us to do any-
thing except to see if we could get 
a doctor to help,” said Pepping. 
Two other medics treated patients 
at the aid station. They used what-
ever medical supplies they could 
find after losing most of theirs in 
the jump, and they treated whom-
ever they found – American, 
French and German alike. Togeth-
er, they saved more than 80 lives 
that day.

“When we flew into Normandy, 
we met some very, very serious 
cases and a lot of the time we 

didn’t know exactly how to han-
dle them,” said Pepping, adding 
that it taught him perseverance. 
Today, the church serves as a me-
morial. The blood stains where the 
wounded were laid remain on the 
pews.

“A sense of humor is really 
what saved us,” said Pepping, 
who said the biggest lesson he 
learned as a medic was to duck. 
“You couldn’t make it through the 
war without it.” Although medics 
were unarmed, they were identi-
fied by the Red Cross symbol on 
their helmets and arm bands. Even 
so, they weren’t always spared as 
a target.

Mampre, who had to miss 
the jump on D-Day after com-
ing down with a severe infection 
just a few days before, went on to 
receive the Purple Heart for ac-
tion in Holland. After spotting a 
wounded lieutenant in a field, he 
was told the Soldier was dead and 
best left alone. Mampre ran out 
to him through heavy gunfire and 
found him alive. Despite being 
shot through the leg, he and the 
lieutenant made it to safety and 
survived.

“I’d do it all over again,” said 
Mampre about being a combat 
medic. “But if they need me again 
at 95 years old, boy we’re in trou-
ble.” 

Military Health Systems
Communications Office

Edwin “Doc” Pepping and Albert “Al” Mampre both served as combat medics at-
tached to Easy Company – also known as the “Band of Brothers” – during World 
War II. 

COURTESY OF MATTHEW PEPPING

‘BAND OF BROTHERS’
D-Day through the eyes of a combat medic, 73 years later
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