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Commissary brands promise low prices

Army Emergency Relief is 

designed to help Soldiers help 

Soldiers, and Fort Rucker did its 

part during this year’s fundrais-

ing campaign to help Soldiers, 

family members and retirees in 

inancial need.
The 2017 AER campaign 

season came to a close during 

a ceremony at the U.S. Army 
Aviation Museum May 31, rais-

ing more than $130,000 on Fort 

Rucker through contributions 

from Soldiers, retirees and com-

munity members.
“You should be extremely 

proud of yourselves for the dif-

ference that you have made to 

our Soldiers, to our families and 

to our retirees,” said Col. Shan-

non T. Miller, Fort Rucker gar-
rison commander and AER cam-

paign chairperson, during the 

ceremony. “Your compassion to 
our Soldiers and the Fort Rucker 

community have enabled us to 

raise [these funds] this cam-

paign season, but it’s truly not 

about the money, but the impact 

you all have made.”
This year marks the 75th an-

niversary of AER and last year 

the campaign gave out more 

than $61 million in assistance 

and scholarships, helping close 

to 41,000 Soldiers, according 

to Command Sgt. Maj. Gregory 
M. Chambers, Aviation Branch 
command sergeant major, all 
made possible through contribu-

tions.
In addition contributions from 

Soldiers, the Fort Rucker re-

tiree population was one of the 

major contributors during the 
campaign season, representing 

42 percent of contributed funds. 
Additionally, the Army Aviation 

Center Federal Credit Union 

raised $15,000 for the cam-

paign through the 27th annual 

AACFCU Golf Tournament.
“Thank you to Bobby 

Michael,[AACFCU CEO], and 

the Army Aviation Center Fed-

eral Credit Union for being 

that avid supporter for all these 

years,” said the garrison com-

mander. “For 27 years you have 
helped facilitate our golf tour-

nament and provided the ben-

eits to our AER campaign, and 
I have to say your generosity is 

just remarkable.”
Miller went on to thank the 

unit coordinators, as well, for 

a job well done throughout the 

campaign, stating that the cam-

paign’s success would not have 

been possible without their sup-

port.
Chambers agreed.
“This is a direct relection of 

your willingness to help take care 

of Soldiers,” he said. “What you 
did during this year’s campaign 

is absolutely phenomenal.”
Chamber’s experience with 

AER goes back to when he was 

a platoon sergeant, before he 

knew the full extent of the in-

ner workings of the Army and 

what was available to Soldiers, 

he said. During his time as a pla-

toon sergeant, he had a young 

Soldier who had a vehicle is-

sue and didn’t have the inancial 

ability to solve his problem.
“I called up our irst sergeant 

and said I need to ind a way 
to help take care of him,” said 

Chambers. “[The irst sergeant] 
told me I needed to go to AER 

… and he pointed me in the right 

direction. We took the Soldier up 
there and we illed out the docu-

mentation needed, and that was 

my irst introduction to AER.
“A great regimental command-

er once told me that our Soldiers 

deserve two things – a paycheck 

and good leadership,” said the 

Aviation Branch command ser-
geant major. “Leadership is 
probably the biggest thing that 

we can give our Soldiers every 

single day and one of the ways 

we can do that is to take care 

of our Soldiers. AER is one of 
those ways we can do that.”

One of the major ways leaders 
can help their Soldiers is through 

the Commanders Referral Pro-

gram, said Chambers. The pro-

gram is designed for company 

commanders and irst sergeants 
to be able to directly take care of 

their Soldiers on a daily basis.
“I want to personally thank 

the more than 1,100 Soldiers, 

retirees, civilians and organi-

zations that contributed to our 

great AER campaign this year,” 

said the command sergeant ma-

jor. “Your efforts will not only 
help Fort Rucker – you’re going 

to help the whole Army.”
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Col. Shannon T. Miller (second from left), Fort Rucker garrison commander and AER campaign chairperson, along with Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Gregory M. Chambers(left), Aviation Branch command sergeant major, and Command Sgt. Maj. Christopher D. 
Spivey(far right), Fort Rucker garrison command sergeant major, present Beth Gunter, AER officer, a check for the dollar amount 
raised for the 2017 AER campaign season during the AER closing ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum May 31.
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SOLDIERS HELPING SOLDIERS

Commissaries across the nation strive to bring Soldiers, 

family members and retirees the best deal when it comes 

to their grocery shopping needs, but even more savings 

are on the way.
The Defense Commissary Agency is working to pro-

vide its own store brands that will be hitting the shelves in 

the coming weeks, according to a DECA press release.
“We are excited to inally begin offering commissary 

brands,” said Joseph H. Jeu, DECA director and CEO in 
the release. “An overwhelming number of our patrons 
said they would purchase store brands if we had them. 
Well, that time is almost here.”

The brand rollout will begin slowly with products such 

as bottled water, plastic bags and paper products through-

out the month of June, and the products will be of equal 

or lower in price to commercial grocery brands.
The commissary brands will be sold under two names: 

Freedom’s Choice for food items and HomeBase for non-

food items, to be able to provide patrons with an alterna-

tive when purchasing goods, said Jeu.
“These products will give our patrons the quality they 

expect and the savings they deserve,” said the DECA di-
rector.

The introduction of these commissary brands brings 

savings to customers because these products can be sold 

at lower prices compared to their national-brand equiva-

lents by cutting out much of the marketing costs that are 

built into national-brand prices, according to the DECA 
website, www.commissaries.com.

Over the next few years, patrons can expect to see 

more and more of the commissary brands on the shelves, 

eventually adding 4,000 items of Freedom’s Choice and 

HomeBase products. The inclusion of these products will 
not affect the availability of brands people have become 

accustomed to inding throughout the stores, according to 
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Post raises $130,000-plus 

for Army Emergency Relief
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Kelly Handal, military family member, checks out with her items after 
a day of grocery shopping at the commissary Tuesday.
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Warrant Office Candidates march back to the Warrant Officer 
Career College from the 1st Warrant Officer Company head-
quarters recently. When traversing near Soldiers in formation, 
motorists are reminded to exercise caution, slow to 10 mph, 
pass only when safe to do so and stop when road guards are 
in place at intersections.

MARCHING ON

UNFORGETTABLE

The U.S. Army Maneuver Center of Ex-

cellence Band, Fort Rucker Detachment 
rock band Crossire is tuning up to ensure 
this year’s Freedom Fest is an event to re-

member for the thousands of Wiregrass 
residents expected to attend.

The band will take to the stage during 

the Independence Day celebration at the 
Fort Rucker Festival Fields June 30 where 

it will perform a patriotic concert with a 

mix of rock-and-roll, funk and country 

music, according to Staff Sgt. William Pe-

ters, Crossire NCO in charge.
“We want to be able to put on a perfor-

mance that people will enjoy,” he said. 
“For Freedom Fest, we’re celebrating the 

Fourth of July, so it’s a time for people to 

relax, celebrate and watch the ireworks. 
We want them to get enjoyment out of the 
performance.”

Crossire consists of six band members: 
Peters and Staff Sgt. Stephen Gassett, 
who both play drums; Sgt. Jay Park and 
Sgt. Justin Smith, both playing guitar; Sgt. 
Shanti Chapman, who’s on keyboard; and 

Staff Sgt. Jason Paull, on bass and vocals.
With six members who must be on the 

same level and on the same page, the per-

formance can only be made right through 

hours and hours of rehearsals in the weeks 

leading up to the event, according to Sgt. 
1st Class James Sproul, detachment ser-

geant for the MCOE Fort Rucker Detach-

ment.
“Our board is full of rehearsals,” said 
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Crossfire band members Staff Sgt. Jason Paull (center), vocalist and bassist, Staff Sgt. William Peters 
(right), NCOIC and drummer, and Sgt. Jay Park, guitarist, practice during a rehearsal Tuesday as the band 
prepares for Freedom Fest.

MCOE Band Fort Rucker Detachment tunes up for Freedom Fest performance

SEE BAND, PAGE A7



If you were fortunate enough to get into 

an elevator with a hiring oficial, could 
you successfully market yourself in the 

few seconds it takes for the ride up? 

If not, you need to prepare a commercial 

about yourself so you can do just that. 
Hiring oficials are normally busy peo-

ple with very little time to devote to inter-

viewing people for jobs. They don’t want 
to be bored with long-winded speeches 

about your life. They want to know 
quickly what you can do for their com-

pany’s bottom line. Also, this will most 
likely be your irst impression on the hir-
ing oficial. Remember, irst impressions 
are lasting impressions. 

However, whether or not you are fortu-

nate enough to get into an elevator with 

the hiring oficial, there are other times 
a 30-second commercial will come in 

handy for you in the job search process.
When you go for a job interview, many 

times the interviewer will begin by ask-

ing you to relax and tell him or her about 

yourself. Because you have done the nec-

essary research on the company and have 

tailored your 30-second commercial to 

the company, you can use it here. 
However, if you haven’t done the re-

search and don’t have a commercial, you 

could reveal more personal information 

than what you intended. 
For instance, it’s not lawful for an em-

ployer to ask you certain questions, such 

as your marital status, number of children, 

etc., but given the opportunity to respond 
to the question, you may reveal that infor-

mation voluntarily without even realizing 

it. If so, it could play a part in the inter-
viewer not selecting you for the job.

Another time a 30-second commercial 

could beneit you is when you are net-
working. Networking is telling everyone 
you meet that you are looking for a job 
and asking them for their help in inding 
one. 

Statistically speaking, this is the way 

most people ind a job. A 30-second com-

mercial is a succinct way to introduce 

yourself, and at the same time market your 

abilities and experience. Not everyone is 
an extrovert; therefore, an introduction to 

a new person can be awkward. But if you 
are armed with a 30-second commercial, 

you can use it effectively on everyone.
Job fairs or career expos are excellent 

places to use your 30-second commercial, 

as well. Remember, there will be many 
employers gathered in one location to 

speak with you. There will be long lines 
and usually a crowd.

You may have to wait for a while be-

fore it’s your turn to speak with a recruit-

er, so listen to the people who go before 

you to see how they handle the introduc-

tion. Then, when it becomes your turn, 
walk right up, shake hands and begin 

your 30-second commercial. Hopefully, 
you’ve tailored your 30-second commer-

cial for each company representative that 

you plan to speak with. If so, the com-

pany representative can’t help but be 

impressed, but, if not, it could bomb for 

you.
For more information on how to con-

struct a great 30-second commercial, tran-

sitioning Soldiers and their adult family 

members should contact the Fort Rucker 

SFL-TAP Center at 255-2558, to make an 
appointment with a counselor.
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Perspective

W01 Tyler Whittaker, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.“It helps keep them stimulated. 
Some kids watch too much TV 

and you need to get them way 

from technology sometimes, 

so keep them stimulated and 

keep their creativity alive and 

growing.”

“From personal experience, if 

I don’t keep up with reading and 

learning throughout the summer 

I just lose my groove, then when 
you get back to school it’s hard 

to start over.”

“It’s important to keep them 

reading because a lot of kids get 

out of school and turn learning off. 
It’s good that you continue doing 

that with them, so [their learning] 

doesn’t shut down during the sum-

mer time. That’s the foundation 
you build for later on in life.”  

“My wife is a special education 

teacher, so one big thing she al-

ways tells me is that summer is a 

time when children lose the most 

from what they’ve learned the 

previous year. Anything through-

out the summer can deinitely 
help them to retain everything 

they’ve learned for the upcoming 

year.” 

W01 Michael Jones, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.

Sidney Blair, military 
family member

Katherine Dehnel, 
military spouse

“If you take into consideration 

how much free time goes 

into kids’ electronics, a lot of 

times they’re getting a lot of 

information at once. They need 
to sit down and read a book to 

absorb information better and 

give them the opportunity to 

really learn something that’s 

relevant.” 

CW3 Dana Perdue, 
E Co., 1st Bn., 

212th Avn. Regt.

By Bryan Tharpe

Fort Rucker Soldier for Life Center

Transition Services Manager

SOLDIER FOR LIFE

The center library’s Summer Reading Program 

kicked off Monday to keep children’s literacy 

skills sharp throughout the summer. Why 
do you think it’s important to keep children 

reading when not in school?”
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Statement of Publication authorization

The Army Flier is an authorized publication for 

members of the Department of Defense. Contents 

of the Army Flier are not necessarily the official 

views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, or 

the Department of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publication is the 

responsibility of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs 

Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published weekly by 

The Dothan Eagle, a private company in no way 

connected with the U.S. government under ex-

clusive contract with the Department of the Army. 
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tion, including inserts or supplements, does not 

constitute endorsement by the U.S. Army or The 

Dothan Eagle.
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227 N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or call (334) 

792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for all printing 

matters and commercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for the following 

week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army Flier is 

prepared, edited, provided and approved by the 

Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center 

of Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this publication shall 

be made available for purchase, use or patronage 

without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 

national origin, age, marital status, physical 

handicap, political affiliation or any other non-

merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this equal 

opportunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, 

the publisher shall refuse to print advertising 

from that source until the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or photographs by 

contacting the Army Flier, Public Affairs Office, 

U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 

Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334) 255-2028 or 

255-1239; calls to other PAO numbers are not 

normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army Flier by 
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Job search tip: Develop your 30-second commercial
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WASHINGTON — President Donald J. 
Trump paid the nation’s respects to those 

American service members lost in war dur-

ing Memorial Day ceremonies at Arlington 
National Cemetery May 29.

After placing a wreath at the Tomb of the 

Unknowns, he said, “Words cannot mea-

sure the depth of their devotion, the purity 

of their love or the totality of their cour-

age. We can only hope every day that we 
prove worthy, not only of their sacriice and 
service but of the sacriices made by their 
families and loved ones they left behind.”

The president spoke of the sacriice of 
Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly’s 

family, whose son Robert was killed in Af-

ghanistan in 2010. “We grieve with you, we 
honor you, and we pledge to you that we 

will always remember Robert and what he 

did for all of us.” 
Trump also paid tribute to World War II 

veteran and former Sen. Bob Dole during 
the speech, and acknowledged today’s wars 

by remembering Spc. Christopher D. Hor-
ton, an Oklahoma National Guard sniper 
who was killed in Afghanistan in 2011, and 

Army Maj. Andrew D. Byers, a Green Be-

ret oficer killed in action in Afghanistan 
last year. 

Horton’s widow, Jane, and Byers’ parents, 
Rose and David, were at the ceremony. The 
president promised that America’s gratitude 

to them “is boundless and undying. We will 

always be there.”
Since the founding of the United States, 

more than 42 million Americans have 

stepped forward to serve their country in 

uniform, said Marine Corps Gen. Joe Dun-

ford, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

during his remarks at the memorial cer-

emony. 
“Their story is one of sellessness, it is one 

of courage and it is one of sheer commit-

ment,” Dunford said. “But their story is also 
one of extraordinary sacriice. More than 1 
million Americans who answered the call to 

duty gave their last full measure of devotion 

so their fellow citizens could live in free-

dom and raise their children in peace.” 
Their sacriices, and the sacriices of their 

families and friends, must have meaning, the 

general said. “They were people who stood 
for something larger than themselves,” he 

declared. “They were people who embod-

ied the most important values and traditions 

of our nation. They were people who under-
stood that what we have in our country is 

worth ighting for. They were people who 
made a difference.”

Dunford urged all Americans to work to-

gether with those sacriices in mind. “If we 
truly want to give meaning to the sacriice 
of those who gave all on our behalf, each 

of us will leave here today determined to 

ind, in some small way, a method of serv-

ing our nation and our communities in their 

honor.”
During his remarks, Defense Secretary 

Jim Mattis quoted Robert L. Binyon’s poem 

written during World War I: “They shall 
grow not old as we that are left grow old,” 

the secretary read. “Age shall not weary 
them, nor the years condemn. At the going 
down of the sun and in the morning, we will 

remember them.”
Mattis also said he wants Americans to 

unite around the sacriice of the service 
members and the sacriices of their fami-
lies. 

“The empty chair on a holiday is empty 

every day,” he said. “The photograph that 
goes wherever you do – the picture fades, 

but the person in it does not. Their ighting 

spirit persists. Passed on through the ranks, 
their spirit echoes in those that serve today 

in the air, on land and at sea. In a world 
awash with change, some things stand irm. 
Some things are as Plato said: ‘good and 

true and beautiful.’”
Mattis urged Americans to ensure the loss 

of the nation’s service members has mean-

ing. “Unite your sorrow to their awesome 
purpose.” 

After the ceremony, the president visited 

with families in Section 60 of the cemetery, 

where most of those killed while serving in 

Iraq and Afghanistan are buried.

FORT SAM HOUSTON, Texas 
– An Army-wide campaign was 

publically launched May 31 at a 

headquarters town hall hosted by 

Lt. Gen. Kenneth R. Dahl, com-

mander of the U.S. Army Installa-

tion Management Command.
Oficially known as the IMCOM 

Service Culture Initiative, the cam-

paign represents the command’s 

long-term commitment to provid-

ing the best possible customer ser-

vice to Soldiers, families and com-

munities. The campaign is based 
on the premise that excellence in 

customer service is a result of how 

an organization treats its employ-

ees. If employees have engaged 
and caring leaders, feel valued and 

respected for the work they do, are 

properly trained and live the Army 

values, they will in turn pass for-

ward this positive attitude to their 

customers and to their co-workers. 
“This will take the combined 

effort and commitment of every 

IMCOM professional to be suc-

cessful,” Dahl said.
Underscoring the importance of 

the campaign and acknowledging 

that IMCOM touches each and ev-

ery Soldier and family every day, 

Dahl waited until he could person-

ally address the workforce, and 

emphasize his commitment to the 

campaign by unveiling it person-

ally and publically.
At the town hall, Dahl, along 

with other senior IMCOM leaders, 

signed the irst Leadership Pledge 
surrounded by his headquarters 

workforce.
The pledge serves as a visible 

symbol and a reminder to leaders 

that all employees deserve respect 

and the basic tools needed to be 

successful, including proper on-

boarding, performance standards, 

training opportunities, recognition 

programs, empowerment and a 

commitment to hold one another 

accountable.
“The pledge and the principles 

deined signify a return to the ba-

sics – Leadership 101. The pledge 
serves as a reminder of the impor-

tance of these ideals and a reafir-
mation that we, as leaders, have 

a responsibility to ensure you are 

successful,” Dahl said. 
The campaign relies on actions 

related to four basic focus areas to 

reach that goal: team member sense 

of belonging to their organization, 

leader engagement, on-boarding 

and team member recognition.
“We want to establish a culture 

where members of the IMCOM 

team take pride in the organiza-

tion, fully understand and live by 

our organizational values, feel val-

ued and respected, and are led by 

engaged and caring leaders,” said 

Matt Margotta, program manager 

for the Service Culture Initiative.
“While most of the command is 

already doing this in some fashion, 

codifying and standardizing the 

principles, the process, and provid-

ing the tools and training to assist 

leaders and employees at all levels 

helps ensure we establish a culture 

of service excellence across the 

70 plus installations around the 

world,” Margotta explained.
In informal communications to 

the staff as the campaign was being 

developed, both Margotta and Dahl 
were quick to point to examples of 

great employee and customer ser-

vice throughout the command.
“This is going to help us deine 

who we are as an organization,” 

Dahl said. “When it comes to taking 
care of our customers – our Soldiers 

and their families – we’ve done a 

marvelous job and really have be-

come experts at customer service.”
“But when you think about it,” 

he continued, “those of you work-

ing in human resources, operations, 

range support, emergency services, 

public works, MWR … you all 

provide service to customers. Even 
if the person you’re helping is a fel-

low IMCOM professional, they’re 

still a customer.
“So, we’ve got to do this to-

gether,” he concluded. “We’re one 
team. If we take better care of our-
selves, we’re going to take better 

care of our customers.”
Over the coming year, start-

ing with a self-assessment at the 

garrison level, leaders will imple-

ment changes in the four focus ar-

eas, sign employee and customer 

pledges, demonstrate a commit-

ment to employees and each other, 

and create, reinforce or enhance 

employee recognition and on-

boarding programs.
“Leaders will be provided the 

maximum lexibility in the imple-

mentation of the campaign” Mar-

gotta said. “Some garrisons already 
possess robust on-boarding and 

recognition programs, like Fort 

Riley’s (Kansas) ESPRIT – Em-

ployee, Satisfaction, Performance, 

Recognition and Improvement 

– Team. Our goal is to reinforce 
what we are doing well and en-

hance areas we’ve identiied for 
improvement.” 

Dahl told his senior leadership 
while the campaign was being 

developed to “drive on with the 

things you are already doing that 

are working.” 
“We’re not trying to tell you to 

do anything new,” Dahl explained. 
“Follow the most basic leadership 

principals and we’ll reach our de-

sired end state: an organization 

illed with enabled and enthusiastic 
employees supported by involved 

leaders, providing the best pos-

sible service to our Army and our 

nation.”
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By U.S. Army Installation 

Management Command 

Public Affairs Staff Report

IMCOM leaders pledge to enable 
employees, build a culture of service

News Briefs
ACOE recognition

Fort Rucker will host a recognition ceremony 

June 19 at 2 p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Mu-

seum to celebrate workforce contributions that led 

to the post’s recent selection as the Chief of Staff 

of the Army’s Army Communities of Excellence 

Silver Award winner.

Change of responsibility

The 1st Aviation Brigade will host a change of 
responsibility ceremony Wednesday at 8:30 a.m. 
at Howze Field.

Clinic closure

Lyster Army Health Clinic will close June 23 at 
11:30 a.m. The pharmacy and lab will also close 
at this time. Lyster will remain open all day June 
21.

PTSD group

A post traumatic stress disorder education 

group meets Tuesdays from 5-6:30 p.m. in the Fort 
Rucker Spiritual Life Center in Bldg. 8939 on Red 

Cloud Road. The group follows the Veterans Af-
fairs protocol PTSD Recovery Program and is for 
anyone interested in learning more about PTSD.

For more information, call 255-3903.

Changes of command

The 1st Battalion, 223rd Aviation Regiment • 
will host a change of command ceremony June 

16 at 8:30 a.m. on Howze Field.
The 1st Battalion, 14th Aviation Regiment, • 
will host a change of command ceremony June 

22 at 8:30 a.m. on Howze Field. In case of in-

clement weather, the ceremony will take place 

at 1:30 p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Mu-

seum. Lt. Col. Michael S. Johnson will assume 
command from Lt. Col. Jeffrey S. Dahlgren.

Exchange Buddy List 

Soldiers and Army families can get special 

offers from the Fort Rucker Exchange delivered 

straight to their inboxes every week by signing 

up for the Army and Air Force Exchange Service 

Buddy List. All shoppers have to do is contact the 

Fort Rucker Exchange and ask to join approxi-
mately 115,000 authorized exchange shoppers 

worldwide receiving exclusive offers via email 

from their local Exchange.
“The Exchange Buddy List makes it easy to 

keep up with special deals and events at the Fort 

Rucker Exchange,” said Beate Bateman, main ex-

change store manager. “Sign up and keep your in-

ger on the pulse of all the exclusive savings your 

Exchange has to offer.”
Any authorized shopper 18 and older may join 

the Exchange Buddy List. For more information, 
call 334-503-9044, Ext. 210.

ID card section closure

The Fort Rucker ID Card Section will close 
from 2:15-4:15 p.m. for training the second 
Wednesday of every month.

Specialty printing requirement

Due to a change in printing procedure, docu-

ment printing services now requires that all docu-

ments for printing that require specialty paper be 

submitted three weeks prior to the requested de-

livery date. 
For more information, call 255-1363.

Yoga classes

Lyster Army Health Clinic offers free yoga 
classes Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in the Lyster Activ-

ity Center, Rm. J-100, of the clinic. Participants 
are encouraged to bring their own mat.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets

Alcoholics Anonymous meets Wednesdays 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Rm. 147 of Bldg. 
4502. For more on the group, call 334-237-1973.

Tobacco cessation program

The Lyster Army Health Clinic tobacco ces-

sation program consists of four weekly sessions 

each month. Each class is one hour. Classes are 
Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to noon at the Army 
Wellness Center. 

For more information, call 334-255-7930. 

By Jim Garamone

Defense Media Activity

PAYING RESPECTS
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President Donald J. Trump, right, Defense Secretary Jim Mattis and Marine Corps Gen. Joe Dunford, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, render honors during the 149th annual National Memorial Day 
Observance at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia, May 29. 

PHOTO BY NEAL A SNYDER

Lt. Gen. Kenneth R. Dahl displays the signed U.S. Army Installation Management Command Leadership Pledge in front of the 
IMCOM headquarters staff May 31 during an IMCOM HQ town hall meeting at the Fort Sam Houston, Texas, theater. 

President leads nation’s remembrance on Memorial Day



WASHINGTON — If Congress approves 
what was asked for in the Fiscal Year 2018 
defense budget request, Soldiers can expect 

to see a bump in their paycheck come Janu-

ary.
The FY18 budget request, released by 

the Army May 23, includes $58.3 billion 
for military personal funding to support an 

Army of 1,018,000 Soldiers across the to-

tal force. This increase is $2.8 billion over 
last year’s enacted budget, and that extra 

money will not only pay for sustaining the 

additional Soldiers authorized in the 2017 

National Defense Authorization Act, but 
will also pay for an increase in Soldier com-

pensation.
The FY18 budget asks for a 2.1 percent 

increase in Soldier basic pay, a 2.9 percent 
increase in basic allowance for housing, and 

a 3.4 percent increase in basic allowance for 
subsistence. If enacted, those increases will 
go into effect Jan. 1.

Maj. Gen. Thomas A. Horlander, director 
of the Army budget, provided highlights of 

the Army’s $137.2 billion FY18 base bud-

get request May 23 at the Pentagon.
“The funding levels of the recently enact-

ed FY17 budget and this FY18 base request 
are consistent with the administration’s 

goals for the U.S. Army to rebuild readi-
ness, reverse end strength reductions and 

prepare for future challenges,” Horlander 

said, adding that this year’s budget request 

is designed to provide combatant com-

manders with the “best trained and ready 

land forces that we can generate.”
A $38.9 billion request for operation and 

maintenance dollars in the FY18 budget – a 
$2.7 billion increase over the enacted bud-

get last year – is designed to “resource a 

more balanced readiness across the force,” 

Horlander said.
That includes funding for 19 combat 

training center rotations for both the regu-

lar Army and the National Guard, as well as 
funding for increased home station training 

that will focus on both decisive action and 

counter-insurgency operations.

EQUIPMENT PROCUREMENT AND 

MAINTENANCE 

That O&M budget for the regular Army 

also provides funding for equipment sus-

tainment, with an increase in depot main-

tenance “to help bring our equipment to a 

greater level of repair, and by enhancing 

Army prepositioned stocks that will im-

prove global responsive capabilities,” Hor-

lander said.
The recent release of the Strategic Port-

folio Analysis and Review spelled out the 

top Army priorities in modernization. From 
that review, the Army has documented 10 

top-level areas on which to focus limited 

modernization dollars. Chief among those 
areas are air and missile defense, long-range 

ires and illing a munitions shortfall.
All three of those priorities are adequate-

ly addressed in the FY18 budget proposal, 
where $26.8 billion has been requested for 
procurement, as well as research, develop-

ment, testing and evaluation. In that RDA 
budget, procurement dollars requested actu-

ally decreased from last year, while the re-

quested amount for research has increased, 

Horlander said, “to enable the Army to 

retain our advantage against advanced ad-

versaries and to address a broader range of 

potential threats.”
Within the procurement dollars, he said, 

air and missile defense, as well as long-

range ires, represent “the most urgent and 
pressing capability needs. Given the possi-
bility of confronting a force with substantial 

anti-access and area-denial capabilities, the 

Army needs to advance its short-range air 

defense and long-range ires capabilities.”
In keeping with that priority, he said, the 

FY18 budget funds procurement and in-

stallation of 131 Patriot Missile modiica-

tion kits, as well as investment in Avenger 

surface-to-air missile system support.
For long-range ires, Horlander explained 

that the FY18 budget supports a 10-year 
service life extension of 121 currently ex-

pired Army Tactical Missile Systems, pro-

curement of 6,000 Guided Multiple Launch 
Rocket Systems, and continued enhance-

ment for 93 Patriot Missile systems with the 
Missile Segment Enhancement program, 

which increases altitude and range of the 

rockets.

MORE MUNITIONS

As part of the Strategic Portfolio Analy-

sis and Review, the Army identiied a mu-

nitions shortfall as one of the top three pri-

orities it hopes to address. Horlander said 
the FY18 budget request “will help ensure 
the availability of critical munitions for the 

combatant commands.”
Inside that request, he said, the Army asks 

for funding to buy 88,000 unguided Hydra 
70 rockets, as well as 480 M982 Excalibur 
guided bombs for war reserve inventory re-

plenishment. The budget also asks for fund-

ing to support modernization of the Army’s 

ammunition industrial facilities, including 

a multi-year effort to improve the Holston 

Army Ammunition Plant in Tennessee.
On the ground, the Army aims to improve 

mobility, lethality and protection for its bri-

gade combat teams. The FY18 budget re-

quest supports combat vehicle moderniza-

tion for the Abrams, Stryker, Bradley and 
Armored Multi-Purpose Vehicle, as well as 

the Howitzer leet. Horlander said the Army 
plans to procure 42 of the AMPV systems 

within the FY18 budget request, as well 
as purchase active protection systems for 

Abrams tanks within Europe-based BCTs.
Aviation, which makes up the largest 

portion of the FY18 procurement request 
at about $4.2 billion, asks for funding for 
50 remanufactured AH-64 Apache aircraft, 

13 new Apaches, as well as funding for 48 
UH-60M Black Hawk aircraft and six CH-
47 Chinooks.

The $9.4 billion in RDT&E funding, he 
said, aims to “put technologically advanced 

equipment and more lethal weaponry in the 

hands of Soldiers sooner,” Horlander said.
Focus in that portion is on continued de-

velopment of air and missile defense, long-

range precision ires, and weapons and 

munitions technologies, he explained. The 
Army is planning on investing in the Sting-

er Product Improvement Program as well as 

the Patriot Product Improvement Program.
The Army is “investing RDT&E funds 

to increase range, volume of ire, and preci-
sion and guidance of our cannon and missile 

systems and to further enable precision ires 
in a GPS-denied environment,” he said.

Operations in GPS-denied environments 
are also a priority, Horlander stated, as 

RDT&E has a focus on development of as-

sured position navigation timing – which 

will allow for navigation even if adversar-

ies deny use of GPS systems.
Overall, the Army’s FY18 budget re-

quest, supports a “vast complexity of re-

quirements needed to restore and rebuild 

America’s Army for today’s and tomor-

row’s missions,” Horlander explained. “It 
represents a balance between the size of the 

force, current readiness requirements, and 

the necessary investment in modernization 

to ensure our Army remains the premier 

ground force of the future, capable of pro-

tecting the national security interests of our 

country.”
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Army budget request asks for raise 
in Soldier pay, housing, subsistence

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY C. TODD LOPEZ

snea ers
707C

Bollweevil
Circle347-4979

Of Enterprise

STORE
CLOSING

LIQUIDATION
SALE

EVERYTHING
IN STOCK
Final Day July 1st

Thank You Enterprise for 26 years

25% OFF

A
l
l

l
u

x
u

r
y

e
l
e
c
t

r
c

r
e
c
l
n

e
r

s
•

A
l
l

t
h

e
A

t
r

e
s

A
D

A
A

p
p

r
o

v
e
D

•
A

l
l

D
g

t
A

l
p

r
o

je
c
t

o
n

•
A

l
l

D
g

t
A

l
p

r
o

je
c
t

o
n

*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK CINEMAS 10
100 New Cetre Drive • Eterprise, AL 36330

Web Site: clarkciemas.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
DISCOUNT FOR ACTIVE & RETIRED MILITARY

(WITH ID) + 1 Guest

— Jue 9 - 15, 2017 —

1 WONDER WOMAN
PG13  realD 3D

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00
2 PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:

DEAD MEN TELL NO TALES

PG13

1:20, 4:20, 7:20 & 10:10
3 BAYWATCH — R

1:20, 4:20, 7:20 & 10:10
4 GUARDIANS OF THE

GALAXY: VOL. 2 — PG13

1:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 10:10
5 THE MUMMY

PG13  4K BAS
1:20, 4:20, 7:25 & 10:15

6 WONDER WOMAN

PG13  4K BAS
12:45, 4:00, 7:15 & 10:10

7 THE MUMMY

PG13  realD 3D

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00
8 CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS:

THE FIRST EPIC MOVIE

PG

1:10, 3:30, 6:00 & 8:30
9 CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS:

THE FIRST EPIC MOVIE

PG

1:30, 4:00, 6:30 & 9:00
10 PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:

DEAD MEN TELL NO TALES

PG13

1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00

ALL CINEMAS 7.1 AUDIO

THE MUMMY STARTS THURS.

6/8 in #3 • :00 & 10:00



HONOLULU – Imagine an enemy intent 
on destroying U.S. ships, say, somewhere 
in the western Paciic. 

A novel but technologically feasible con-

cept called multi-domain battle, or MDB, 
could frustrate that intent, said Gen. David 
G. Perkins, commander at the U.S. Army 
Training and Doctrine Command.

Perkins spoke at the Land Forces in 
the Paciic: Advancing Joint and Multi-
National Integration conference May 24. 
The Association of the United States Army 

Institute of Land Warfare sponsored the 
symposium. 

Perkins described MDB as a concept that 
maximizes utilization of all ive domains: 
air, sea, land, space and cyber, in a joint co-

alition effort.
For MDB to work, the military needs to 

do away with domain “hogging,” he said.
Perkins described domain hogging in the 

following way: When a crisis occurs in a 
land domain, the Army or Marine Corps is 

considered the owner of that domain and is 

expected to respond in a traditional man-

ner, perhaps with mortars or howitzers. If 
a crisis occurs at sea, the Navy is viewed 
as owning that domain, so a ship or sub-

surface solution is applied.
To demonstrate the usefulness of MDB 

as an alternative to domain hogging, Per-

kins described a ictitious MDB-type sce-

nario in the western Paciic.
Enemy ships armed with mines, torpe-

does and missiles are pursuing friendly 

vessels. The enemy knows the whereabouts 
of U.S. ships that might come to the aid of 
friendly vessels. What the combatants not 
aware of are the presence of Army howit-

zers or missile batteries, located on islands 

in the area, which are armed with anti-ship 

precision ires.
So now, the enemy isn’t just worried 

about the U.S. Navy – they’re also worried 
about the U.S. Army, which can emplace 
its guns in hard-to-detect areas on land.

This type of scenario gives the combat-

ant commander multiple options and the 

enemy multiple dilemmas, Perkins ex-

plained.
MDB also provides the option of relying 

on partner nation capabilities, in addition to 

those of sister services in the U.S. military. 
Royal Australian Army Maj. Gen. Roger 

Noble, who is on loan to the U.S. Army as 
deputy commanding general of U.S. Army 
Paciic, provided an example of partner 
nation-based MDB.

IN a previous assignment last year, No-

ble was attached to the 101st Airborne Di-
vision, which was assisting the Iraqi army 

in its drive to push the Islamic State out of 

Iraq. During the ighting, the U.S. Army 
wanted to use its offensive cyber capabili-

ties to perform a mission that is still clas-

siied.
The U.S. Army didn’t have the proper 

authorities and permissions in place to use 

that capability, however, but Australia and 

the United Kingdom did. So, the Army re-

lied on its partner’s capability in the cyber 

domain, Noble said.
Perkins added that cyber or space do-

mains, regardless of which service or na-

tion owned those assets, could also be used 

to shut down the enemy’s naval navigation 

system or anti-ship missiles. It doesn’t 
matter which partner owns the domains – 

the assets should be available to whoever 

needs them, he said.
Some partner nation leaders look at the 

busy slides Perkins uses to explain MDB, 
and are intimidated by the complexity. 
They think “ray guns and lying saucers,” 
Perkins said.

They believe MDB to be complicated 
and expensive, but Perkins said he tries to 

reassure partners that they don’t need to be 

equipped with the most modern hardware 

to provide MDB assets within a multi-part-
ner force.

For example, a small Paciic nation with-

out a large navy might have a number of 

small, shallow-water vessels that could 

contribute to force protection in areas 

where U.S. and coalition forces are operat-
ing.

Or, some small nation with hardly any 

assets at all might have land located in a 

strategic area from which land, air and na-

val power of the coalition forces might be 

projected. Everyone, he assured, has some-

thing to bring to the ight.
Perkins explained that the DOD rolled 

out the MDB concept last October. N
oble said that the irst time he saw Per-

kins’ slides, he immediately understood the 

concept from his previous experiences.
Noble described that when he was in 

Iraq last year, coalition forces utilized 

MDB even before the concept went by that 
name. Naval aircraft, launched from ships, 
delivered precision ground ire as multiple 
nations and military services were worked 

in and shared multiple domains.
Perkins said there’s nothing like a war 

situation to test concepts like MDB and to 
lesh out problems, such as when one na-

tion’s radios don’t communicate another.
The next best learning environment, he 

said, is conducting rigorous exercises like 

the ones U.S. Army Paciic Command does 
year-round in the Paciic with various part-
ner countries.

“We see multi-domain battle as some-

thing to put in place right now,” Perkins 

advised.
He added that the Paciic region is a 

perfect place to test out MDB in rigorous 
exercises because all domains are well-

represented there and there are multiple co-

alition partners available to bring multiple 

capabilities.
Perkins said he’s working with Gen. 

Robert B. Brown, commander, U.S. Army 
Paciic, to establish an MDB task force “to 
try to take stuff we have in the Army now 

and repurpose it,” he explained. For exam-

ple, USARPAC has equipment that could 

be used in anti-access, area denial.
Perkins added that Brown comes from 

TRADOC, so he understands MDB and 
has been an advocate of the concept.

Brown’s supervisor, Adm. Harry B. Har-
ris Jr., commander, U.S. Paciic Command, 
said he’s excited about MDB. 

“I want to see the Army shoot down a 

missile ired from a plane that launched 
from a ship,” he said. “Then, I want to 
see the Army shoot down the aircraft that 

launched the missile and then I want the 

Army to sink that ship.”
“I’m convinced this is the way to ight, 

particularly when you don’t have a clear 

advantage over our adversaries,” he said. 
“Adversaries are now ielding new weap-

ons in quantities approaching the zombie 

apocalypse.”
MDB “must be incorporated in the way 

we train year round,” he emphasized.
Harris added that MDB will be hard, 

risky and expensive, but it will be essential 

to winning the next campaign in a complex 

battlespace.
 “We can’t be afraid to fail in public,” 

he said, pushing for experimentation with 

out-of-the-box ideas.
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In the Multi-Domain Battle concept, howitzers might one day protect U.S. ships from enemy vessels by firing anti-ship projectiles. Shown here, two CH-47 
Chinook helicopters assigned to 3rd General Support Aviation Battalion, 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division perform tactical maneuvers 
to place two M777A2 Howitzer’s in position for onlookers during the 82nd ABN Div. All-American Week Airborne Review on Sicily Drop Zone at Fort Bragg, 
N.C., May 25. 

By David Vergun

Army News Service

Concept maximizes capabilities, improves interoperability

MULTI-DOMAIN BATTLE

“
I want to see the Army 

shoot down a missile fired 

from a plane that launched 

from a ship.  Then, I want 

to see the Army shoot 

down the aircraft that 

launched the missile and 

then I want the Army to 

sink that ship.”

— ADM. HARRY B. HARRIS JR., 

COMMANDER, U.S. PACIFIC 

COMMAND



WASHINGTON – Earlier this month at 
the Pentagon, a robot called RoMan, which 

stands for robotic manipulation, demon-

strated how it could pick up a tool box and 

then put it back down. Nearby, a scientist 
from the U.S. Army Research Laboratory 
manned the robot’s controls.

The future of Army warfare will likely 

involve robotics deployed to perform an 

array of functions that Soldiers today per-

form for themselves, ARL researchers say. 
But what will likely not be part of that fu-

ture, are Soldiers who operate those robots 

with a controller or stick. Instead, those 
robots will operate independently, after 

having been issued verbal instructions by 

a Soldier.
Dr. Stuart Young, who serves as the chief 

of the asset control and behavior branch at 

ARL, was at the Pentagon in May as part 
of the annual Lab Day exhibition. Along 
with other DOD researchers, he manned a 
booth in the Pentagon courtyard where he 

met with military personnel to discuss his 

team’s current projects and innovations.
Young said his team’s project involves 

making robots more capable of understand-

ing natural language, so that they can func-

tion more like members of a team rather 

than just tool that has to be controlled by 
a Soldier.

Robots, he explained, should be more like 

teammates to the Soldiers they work with, 

and should, like the Soldier, understand the 

intent of the mission they are executing.
“We are focusing on natural language 

dialogue, which is a bi-directional conver-

sation we can have with the robot,” Young 

said. “I want to be able to naturally engage 
with the robots. So, if I, for example, say 
go to that building over there, you might 

say ‘which one?’ And I could say ‘the tall 

one.’ It’s a way for us to have a dialogue 
and disambiguate what you intend for the 

robot to do.”
Right now, Army robots are tele-operated 

and require Soldiers to control them direct-

ly. With the current technology, Soldiers 
who are operating the robot must stop their 

other duties to focus on directing the robot. 
To operate a robot, for instance, the Soldier 

might have to put down his own gun and 

pick up a controller. This might mean that 
another Soldier has to provide security for 

that Soldier while he controls the robot – so 

operating a robot might take two Soldiers 

out of the ight. That’s got to change, said 
Dilip Patel, a researcher from General Dy-

namics who works with ARL.
“Now you have a Soldier managing and 

operating a robot, instead of having their 

ingers on the trigger,” he said. “We don’t 
want that. We want these robots to be au-

tonomous, so you just tell the robot, ‘Ro-

bot, go in that building. And if you have 
to break down the door, break down the 

door. Go inside and communicate with the 
occupants and tell me what is going on in 

there.’ So the robot is looking at the Sol-
dier and listening, through natural language 

communication, and knows exactly what to 

do.”
Patel is part of the Robotics Collabora-

tive Technology Alliance Program man-

aged by the ARL. He explained the goal of 
their program – which focuses on robotic 

perception, intelligence, human-robot in-

teraction, and dexterous manipulation and 

mobility – is to provide autonomous, ro-

botic teammates to dismounted Soldiers.
“When dismounted Soldiers are ap-

proaching an area that requires somebody 

to go in and either break down a door or in-

teract with an improvised explosive device, 

we don’t want our Soldiers doing that,” 

Patel said. “We want the robots doing that. 
That’s the purpose of this program, to lay 

the foundation, the research, that’s going to 

make this happen.”
There’s a lot more work to be done to 

get robots to respond to Soldiers the way 

other human Soldiers do, Young said. And 
there’s a lot of work to be done getting ro-

bots to perform like Soldiers, as well.
“The robots don’t have common sense,” 

Young said. “So we use tools like knowl-
edge bases to be able to imbue the robots 

with that common sense understanding of 

the world, so they can understand what the 

human wants them to do, in context. And 
once we understand that, then the robots 

have the dificult challenge of being able 
to understand the environment. It’s percep-

tion of the world.”
Young said that robots must understand 

their environment beyond just knowing 
what things are – like a building, or stairs 

or asphalt, for instance. They must under-
stand what those things mean to them, as 

well.
“The grass, the concrete: Those are not 

just things. They are things you can walk 
on, or you can drive on,” Young said. “If 

I detect mud, well mud is something you 

can drive on, but it might not be as optimal, 

or it may have a higher risk – I might get 

stuck. So that’s the type of thing we have to 
look at. And then that goes into some sort 
of cognitive architecture so we can do intel-

ligent behaviors.”
Young also said those robots need to be 

able to adapt to environments without hav-

ing prior experience in that particular set-

ting, and they must do so at a speed that 

allows them to keep pace with Soldiers per-

forming the mission.
“We need platforms that can manipulate 

the environment and maneuver with the 

Soldiers at operational tempo, at the speed 

they need to operate at, so the robots are not 

slow and deliberate, but are able to keep up 

and have resiliency,” he said.
Dr. John Fossaceca, a research scientist 

at ARL, predicts that the robot as a team-

mate concept is about 20 years away for the 

Army.
“In the future, I envision that Soldiers 

and robots will be working together as 

teammates, fully dismounted, and robots 

will be able to understands the intent of the 

commander, and will have a feedback loop 

where the robot can get clariication of in-

structions and understand even the tempo 

of the operation, understand the context of 

the environment we’re working in, be able 

to do automatic exploration, come back 

with reports, and basically save Soldier’s 

lives,” he said. “In 20 years, this will be 
working.”
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RoMan
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The robot, RoMan, short for robotic manipulation, on display in the Pentagon Courtyard during the May 18 Lab Day. 

Army teaching robots to understand language
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the DECA release.
But if patrons choose to shop the commissary brands, Jeu said that quality will not be 

sacriiced in favor of price.
“Our commissary brand products will have the same quality and frequently will be 

produced on the same manufacturing lines as national brands, meeting the same high-

quality standards,” the DECA director said. “These are products that have been manu-

factured speciically for our patrons.
“Bottom line: Freedom’s Choice and HomeBase will give our patrons another chance 

to save money, without sacriicing quality, on brands priced signiicantly lower than 
national brands,” he added.

In a recent survey by DECA, 60 percent of patrons were interested in a private label 
for extra savings and the commissary brands are just one way that the organization is 
showing that it is listening to its customers, according to the DECA website.

Sproul. “We have a brass quartet here, a 
Jazz combo and Crossire, and we try to 
get each group to have at least two rehears-

als a week. When something like Freedom 
Fest comes around, our rehearsals are sig-

niicantly more. We add maybe two addi-
tional rehearsals a week and it’s close to 10 

hours a week of [practice].”
In addition to the scheduled rehearsal 

times, Sproul said each band member must 

not only conduct individual practices, but 

the band must ind time to work out the 
logistics of their sets, as well, including 

working on the order of their songs and the 

transitions.
According to Peters, much more work 

goes into producing a set list for a concert 

like Freedom Fest than just picking out 
songs to play.

“When deciding on a set list to play, a 
lot of it comes from our strengths and our 

weaknesses as a band,” said the Crossire 
NCOIC. “It really depends on our group 
members, like depending on who we have 

singing, it varies what we can or can’t 

do.”
Another deciding factor is the crowd 

that the band will be playing too, as well, 

said Peters. If they are set to play for an el-
ementary school, the songs will be tailored 

toward that demographic, but for Freedom 

Fest, the goal is for people to have a good 

time.
“People are trying to have fun, so we 

pick songs that we can do comfortably 

and that we think the audience will enjoy, 
so the set list just kind of evolves around 
that,” said Peters.

When choosing the songs, it’s also tak-

en into consideration the complexity of 

the song and if it can be adapted by the 

band to it its members. Peters said that, 
oftentimes, it’s dificult to emulate the 
sounds of a song people hear on the radio 

because the music can be overproduced, 

making the sound dificult to reproduce in 
a live setting.

“We tailor it to our needs,” he said. 
“Sometimes a song might have three key-

board players and we only have one, so 

we have to igure out how to transition 
that song.

“A lot of times it’s a group effort and 

we just kind of mess with the song and 
try different things to see what works,” he 

continued. “It’s a lot of trial and error.”
Out of all of the hard work they put in, 

though, comes a performance that prom-

ises to be memorable for all who attend 

the celebration, which is what Sproul said 

he hopes the band is able to accomplish.
“We want people to remember the per-

formance and go away from [the concert] 

thinking about it,” he said. 
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MEANS 
STOP!
Motorists are 

reminded to 

obey all traffic 

signs.

DOWNLOAD DIGITAL 
EDITIONS ONLINE AT 

ARMYFLIER.COM

Commissary
Continued from Page A1

Band
Continued from Page A1

MATTRESS SALE

Twin.........Ea. Pc. $55.95

Full...........Ea. Pc. $64.95

Queen......Ea. Pc. $79.95

King..........Ea. Pc. $99.95
Sold Sets Only

FRIGIDAIRE
REFRIGERATOR/

FREEZER
26.0 Cu. Ft., Side By Side,

No Frost, Ice & Water Thru The
Door! New in Carton. Was $1,099

Now $788

FAMOUS BRAND
5 CU. FT.

CHEST FREEZER
New in Carton, Reg. $199

Now $149

WHIRLPOOL
TOP LOAD
WASHER

2 Speed, 5 Cycle, 3 Temp. 3 Load Size
Selection. Was $348

Now $269
WHIRLPOOL

DRYER
Commercial Design, Regular, PermaPress,

Knits Cycle. Was $348

Now $228

FRIGIDAIRE
FRONT LOAD

WASHER
Now $388

FRIGIDAIRE
FRONT LOAD

DRYER
Now $288

DINETTE
TABLE

With Four Chairs.
Compare at $288.

LE
$12995

SAVE•SAVE•SAVE
BUNK BEDS
Reg. $249 Each Piece

Now $98 Eac

HURRY

FOR THE

BEST SELECTION!

AMANA
DISHWASHER

Normal or Delayed Start, Double,
Spray Arm, New in Carton, Reg. $3

Now $24595

4 DAYS
ONLY!

June 8 th, 9 th, 10 th, & 12 th

Thurs., Fri., Sat., & Mon.
9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Closed Sunday

FRIGIDAIRE
ELECTRIC RANGE

Storage Drawer, 2 Big Burners,
2 Small Burners.

Was $496

WOW!

FRIGIDAIRE
TOPMOUNT
16.0 CU. FT.

REFRIGERATOR/
FREEZER

New In Carton, 2 Door, No Frost,
Ice Maker Ready! Limited Supply.

Was $599

Now $399

UPRIGHT
FREEZER

21 CU. FT.
New in Carton, No Frost Reg. $649

Now $588

“Your
Family
Owned

& Operated
Store

For Over
50 Years”

UNBELIEVABLE!
2 PC. LIVINGROOM

SUITE
Sofa & Loveseat.

Choice of Style & Color. Was $1198

Now $398

4 PC. BEDROOM SUITE
Headboard, Dresser, Mirror & Chest. Was $429.

Now $29995

398
5

Now
$29595

334-793-3045

KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
2821 Ross Clark Crcle, S.W. • Dothan, Alabama

(Across From Eye Center South)
LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES & FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

YOUR FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED STORE FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Same Day Delivery • atiowiDe Service
Lmted Quanttes • Some One and Two of a Knd • Pctures Smlar To Illustraton

Floor Models • Demo’s • Scratch & Dent • Slghtly Used

Low Price Policy
KING’S

Bring us the best price you can
find for any merchandise we

carry – if we don’t beat it, we’ll
give you the item FREE!

Easy Payment Plans

Lay-a-Way

ALL AIR CONDITIONERS

SALE PRICED

5,000 to 28,000 BTU

Heat & Cool Models

AVAILABLE

VISIT AT ARMYFLIER.COM

Have a family di-•
saster plan and 

supply kit. 

Build or identify •
a safe room in 

your home. 

Purchase and •
use a NOAA 

weather radio 

with a tone alert 

feature. This 

will alert you to 

warnings issued 

by your local Na-

tional Weather 

Service office. 
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

FOR REN
CHATEAU VILLAGE
2 BEDROOMS • 1.5 BATH

ONLY $495 - $550

ASK ABOUT OUR
RENT SPECIALS!

REGENCY MANAGEMENT, INC.

347-0049

NEW LISTING ~ $115,000

$139,900

NEW LISTING ~ $149,000

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

NEW CONSTRUCTION ~ $169,500

NEW LISTING ~ $61,500

$108,900

NEW LISTING ~ $115,000

NEW LISTING ~ $163,500

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

OPEN SUNDAY, JUNE 11TH

Great location on a corner lot! 3BR/2BA &
convenient to schools & shopping. Large covered
patio and a storage shed.
marla@c21regencyrealty.com

MARLA BELLARD
334-464-1149

DIRECTIONS: Boll Weevil Circle to Dauphin St.
at school, left on Northside, house on right next
to other open house at 208 Northside.

$106,000

Really well maintained home, super convenient
to both Holly Hill Elementary & Dauphin Jr. High.
If you need space, this is the home for you! 4
nicely sized bedrooms, 2.5 baths, a formal living
room, dining room, den, plus a huge bonus room
with built-ins & a fireplace. The backyard has 2
sheds in good condition for storage & a carport
large enough for an RV. Azaleas dot the yard
which includes 2 patio areas. A large laundry
room with cabinets & a 4-yr old roof are the icing
on the cake. jan@c21regencyrealty.com

JAN SAWYER
334-406-2393

DIRECTIONS: From Dauphin Street toward Boll Weevil Circle turn right
on Timberlake. House is 4TH on left.

$138,500

OPEN
2-4PM

OPEN
1-3PM

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

600 TARTAN WAY ~ $324,000: Stately home
with Golf course view. Foyer opens to a
grand staircase, formal dining & great room.
20'+ ceiling in great room. Second floor has
incredible view of great room. Master suite &
1 bedroom with guest bathroom downstairs.
Split floor plan downstairs. 3 bedrooms upstairs plus full bath
with 2 separate sink areas. 1 bedroom upstairs could be a bonus
room. Breakfast bar in kitchen & breakfast area. Bricked back patio.
Sprinkler system. Surround sound. HOA.
SHAWN REEVES 334-475-6405. MLS# 20170959

101 EAST RUSSELL ~ $93,000: Schedule your
viewing today! Lovely, well maintained 3
bedroom home on a beautiful shaded corner
lot. Updates within the last few years include
roof, HVAC & plumbing & electric in kitchen
& baths. Large 2-car detached carport with
adjoining workshop provides space for your hobbies/projects.
JUDY DUNN 334-301-5656. MLS# 20170980

125A LAUREL BREEZE ~ $85,000: LAKEFRONT!
Beautiful 1.3± acre wooded lakefront lot in
Gateway Estates. The lot has been successfully
perc tested & is just waiting for someone to
build their dream home here.
JAN SAWYER 334-406-2393. MLS# 20170972

115 SIOUX ~ $163,500: This is a great home
for the price. Must come & see it. It features
3BR/2BA, a great kitchen with breakfast area &
eat-in kitchen, separate dining room, living area
with fireplace & a fabulous sunroom. On the
exterior there is an in-ground pool & a fenced
private yard. Front yard is beautifully landscaped.
Very close to town & Ft Rucker. This is a VA
foreclosure home to be sold as is. Seller does
not guarantee title on this property. Alabama
Right of Redemption will apply. NANCY CAFIERO
334-389-1758 & BOB KUYKENDALL 334-369-8534.
MLS# 20170997

210 NORTHSIDE ~ $106,000: Great location on
a corner lot! Brick 1-owner home & convenient
to schools & shopping. Large covered patio & a
storage shed. JACKIE THOMPSON
334-406-1231 & TERRI AVERETT 334-406-2072.
MLS# 20170922

820 CRAWFORD ~ $69,900: Looking for a cute
cottage home? This is the one for you! 2BR/2BA
recently remodeled through out in 2016. New roof
& siding in 2001. Kitchen open up to dining area
great entertaining. This is a move-in ready must see.
MARLA BELLARD 334-464-1149 &
JUDY DUNN 334-301-5656. MLS# 20170984

486 AVERETT ~ $341,850: Wooded
approximately 79.5 acres with beautiful spring
fed pond. Some land is cleared & several
access points are available. SOMMER RAKES
334-406-1286. MLS# 20170859

313 SOUTH OAKRIDGE ~ $222,900: Looking for
a Victorian charmer? Don't miss this one, over
2,500 SF. FRAN & DON KALTENBAUGH
334-464-1069. MLS# 20170894

302 RICHLAND ~ $149,000: This house has
been restored & is in like new condition with
over 2,100 SF & 2 living areas. New vinyl
siding, new kitchen, new vanities throughout,
new windows, new flooring & more. Nice large
house for the money. FRAN & DON KALTENBAUGH 334-790-5973.
MLS# 20170904

Snday, Jne 11 • 1-3PM

2032 BELLWOOD ~ $192,000: 3BR/3BA on
1.49± acres near the Boll Weevil Circle.
Freshly painted inside & out, this house has
a new gas fireplace, new French doors, new
wood deck, new garage door, new blinds & new
door knobs & is now move-in ready. Seller is a
licensed REALTOR in the State of Alabama.
NORMAN RILEY 334-406-6746. MLS# 20170968

104 BROOKSTONE ~ $223,000: New 4BR/2BA in
the newly opened up 2ND Addition to Stonechase
S/D. 30-yr architectural shingles, brick, stone
& hardi plank exterior make this home the much
desired "Craftsman Style". Granite countertops
& stainless appliances, including the refrigerator,
help make this new home welcome you as soon as you walk in. Full sod
yards, sprinkler system & wood privacy fence complete the outside.
Seller is a licensed Realtor in the State of Alabama. NORMAN RILEY
CONSTRUCTION, INC. 334-406-6746. MLS# 20170970

48 WOODLAND COURT ~ DALEVILLE ~ $77,000:
Move-in ready! Newly remodeled home with
tasteful interior. New paint, interior doors,
vinyl & carpet. Laminate flooring & fireplace.
Clean inside & out with single story living. 2-car
garage, extra storage & workshop in basement.
Enjoy the wooded backyard from a balcony deck off the kitchen/
dining room. Minutes from Ft Rucker. 20 minutes from Dothan. 15
minutes from Enterprise. The perfect location. A must see!
SHAWN REEVES 334-475-6405. MLS# 20170999
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Armywide

SIGONELLA, Italy — The 1st Bat-

talion, 214th Aviation Regiment Gen-

eral Support Aviation Battalion, 12th 

Combat Aviation Brigade conducted 

air movement in support of President 

Donald J. Trump and First Lady Mela-

nia Trump, along with senior White 

House staff and security personnel 

May 24-29 during their visit to the 

43rd G7 Summit in Taormina, Sicily. 

A Company, 1-214th Avn. Regt., 

conducted ive air movement missions 
alongside Marine Helicopter Squad-

ron One. Marine Helicopter Squadron 

One is a United States Marine Corps 

helicopter squadron that is primar-

ily responsible for the transportation 

of the POTUS, vice president of the 

United States and cabinet members.

GSABs provide lift, ambulatory and 

VIP transport assets to theater com-

manders. A Co., the command Avia-

tion company from 1-214th, provides 

rotary wing VIP transport across the 

theater with its assigned UH-60 Black 

Hawks.

HOUSTON — Like the out-of-this-

world missions they train for, the career 

paths taken by the Army’s only two ac-

tive-duty astronauts may also boggle the 

mind.

Lt. Col. Drew Morgan, a Ranger-tabbed 

doctor with several years’ experience in 

special forces, now heads the Army Space 

and Missile Defense Command’s small 

but skilled astronaut force. And while he 

once fed his adventurous spirit by ly-

ing into stadiums as part of West Point’s 

parachute team, he looks forward to the 

ultimate adrenaline rush – being blasted 

off into space. 

His comrade, Maj. Anne McClain, has 

also acquired a stacked resume in her 14 

years of Army service. With over 2,000 

light hours on 20 different rotary and 
ixed-wing aircraft, along with piloting 
the OH-58 Kiowa Warrior helicopter in 

combat, she’s no stranger to air travel. 

On top of that, she was a Marshall 

scholar who earned two master’s degrees 

while studying in England. During her 

time across the pond, she also ine-tuned 
her rugby play before later landing a 

spot on the U.S. women’s national rugby 

squad. 

Both Morgan and McClain agreed that 

without the Army, those unique opportu-

nities likely would not have happened. 

“I owe that back to the Army,” the 

41-year-old Morgan said of his accom-

plishments during his past two decades 

in uniform. “Everything that made me a 

good candidate to become a good astro-

naut came from the Army.”

McClain also joined the Army irst and 
foremost to serve the nation, not neces-

sarily to travel to space. “It was the path 

I wanted to take even if I had not become 

an astronaut,” the 37-year-old said. “The 

Army is probably going to have to kick 

me out at some point because I’m not go-

ing anywhere.”

SPACE SOLDIERS

The talented duo is part of a team of 

nearly 50 astronauts, some of whom are 

retired Army oficers, in NASA’s human 
spacelight program. 

One of those seasoned oficers, retired 
Col. Patrick Forrester, profoundly inlu-

enced McClain’s military career years be-

fore she was selected for the program in 

2013, along with Morgan and six others.

When McClain was a 19-year-old ca-

det at West Point, she heard Forrester 

speak about his experience during a talk 

at the academy. He told the cadets that the 

Army was too important to simply be a 

stepping stone to something greater, and 

if they truly paid attention to their job and 

did the right thing for their Soldiers, they 

would be rewarded. 

“It’ll work out for you in the end if you 

do that,” she recalled of his speech. “That 

was best advice I could have gotten at 

that time and he was absolutely right.” 

Shortly before coming to Johnson Space 

Center as an astronaut candidate, she was 

surprised to see Forrester’s familiar name 

again in her reporting instructions. The 

person who had inspired her 15 years ago 

was now the supervisor of her class. “To 

me, that was just full circle,” she said. 

Almost 20 Soldiers have become as-

tronauts since Maj. Robert Stewart paved 

the way in 1979, before he went on to do 

the irst untethered mission in space using 
a jetpack in 1984. 

“They were people that I looked up to 

and followed their careers from afar as 

I was growing up as a young cadet and 

young oficer in the Army,” Morgan said 
of Forrester, former Col. Jeff Williams 

and the others who came before him. 

As the years have passed, so have the 

missions, especially when the space shut-

tle program ended in 2011. Today, Ameri-

can astronauts are launched into space on 

Russian Soyuz rockets and typically stay 

in space for six months to help maintain 

and conduct science experiments on the 

International Space Station with other 

foreign partners.

Army astronauts have embraced the 

longer trips, as shown in their almost 

continuous presence in space over the 

past two years. “We’re very well suited 

for that,” Morgan said of the lengthy mis-

sions. “The Army has quite a good repu-

tation in the astronaut corps and I look 

forward to seeing more Army presence 

on the International Space Station.”

IN TRAINING

While they wait to be assigned to a 

space mission, Morgan and McClain con-

stantly train so that they are prepared for 

when their time comes. 

Recently, inside a simulator dome with 

a 180-degree viewing angle, McClain 

practiced grabbing a cargo load with the 

space station’s robotic arm. 

While peering out of a mock cupola, a 

multi-windowed observatory attached to 

the space station, McClain operated the 

controls and brought in supplies from a 

SpaceX Dragon spacecraft that would 

normally deliver food, clothing and sci-

ence experiments to the crew every six 

months or so. 

The day before, Morgan had used vir-

tual training equipment to mimic maneu-

vering outside the space station with a jet-

pack. Although such a spacewalk is one 

of the most dificult and dangerous tasks 
to do in space, he said, he’d still jump at 

the chance to do one in real life. 

“It’s an exciting, tense and physically 

demanding period of time while you’re 

Maj. Anne McClain, one of two active-duty Army astronauts, stands inside a mock cupola, a multi-win-
dowed observatory attached to the International Space Station, before she simulates bringing in a cargo 
load with the station’s robotic arm during training at the Johnson Space Center in Houston March 1. 

PHOTO BY SEAN KIMMONS

By Sean Kimmons

Army News Service

OUT OF THIS WORLD

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany — As an RQ-7B 

Shadow unmanned aircraft system buzzed down to-

wards a 500-foot stretch of dirt road on the outer reach-

es of the training area, its smooth touchdown created a 

small cloud of dust while also making history.

This was the irst time that Soldiers of the Unmanned 
Aerial Systems Platoon of D Company, 588th Brigade 

Engineer Battalion, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat 

Team, 4th Infantry Division, had ever attempted to 

land one of their Shadows on a hasty landing strip. 

While they routinely log hundreds of hours of light 
time annually, the platoon had always conducted take-

offs and landings from a traditional airstrip, said 1st 

Lt. Max Voth, incoming platoon leader of the UAS 

Platoon. 

But the proof of concept for a hasty landing con-

ducted May 16 showed that the UAS operators can 

move entirely to a ield environment. This mobility is 
a key aspect to how the entire brigade has trained to 

ight should a potential conlict arise as the 3/4 ABCT 
serves as U.S. Army Europe’s regionally allocated land 

force under the Atlantic Resolve mission, he said.

“We came out here to see what the Shadow sys-

tem can actually do versus what we’ve used it for in 

the past. Pushing our capabilities forward, especially 

when we talk about ighting on a moving battleield 

By Capt. Jaymon Bell

12th Combat Aviation Brigade

Public Affairs

Soldiers from A Co., 1-214th Avn. Regt., 12th CAB pose with First Lady Melania Trump May 26 
near Sigonella Naval Air Station, Italy, during her visit to the 43rd G7 Summit in Taormina. 

ARMY PHOTO

SHADOW 
PLAY

SEE ASTRONAUT, PAGE B4

Astronaut duo aims to take Army to new heights in space

Soldiers conduct an air medical evacuation exercise during training in Grafenwoehr, Germany, May 22. Around 600 Soldiers participated 
in the training, which tested the ability to deploy worldwide on short notice. 

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. KATHLEEN V. POLANCO

MEDEVAC TRAINING

By Capt. Scott Walters

3rd ABCT, 4th ID

12th CAB supports president, 
1st lady at G7 Summit

UAS operators show 

hasty landing abilities

Pfc. Alexx Madsen and Sgt. Eric Blanton, UAS repairers, as-
semble an arresting gear net used as a secondary catch in 
preparation for a landing of an RQ-7B Shadow.

PHOTO BY CAPT. SCOTT WALTERS

SEE SHADOW, PAGE B4



MERCHANDISE

HEALTH PRODUCTS

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

MISCELLANEOUS LIVESTOCK

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

GENERAL

HEALTHCARE

RESTAURANT & FOOD SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

COUNTRY PROPERTY & ESTATES

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

WATERFRONT

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

!.",,02034,
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Need a New Home?

Check out the Classifieds

Classified

can sell it!

CALL

TODAY!

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Power Chair - Q6 Edge , Used only 4 months.
Paid $5800. Will sell for $2000.

Walkabout, lite walker w/ warrenty. paid
$160. Will sell for $60. 334-321-2223

∂ Premier 15 jet walk in Tub
Exc. Cond. holds 55 gal. $3000. OBO
334-894-6002. Pictures available.

Sweet/Smart/Well Mannered Cattle Dog/Terrier
Mix. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

Chocolate bully male, 5 months. Very playful/
affectionate. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

Mature Brindle Bully mix. Excellent Guard Dog/
Family Companion. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Lab/Shepherd Mix. Great Personality, Loves ALL
people/dogs. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Gorgeous Yellow Lab Mix. Playful, Loves dogs,
Water. Great Energy. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

APLIN FARMS
Open Mon.-Sat. 8-5
Green Beans, Squash,

Zucchini, Onions, Cabbage,
Borccoli, Cauliflower, Lettuce

& Strawberries
CALL 334-792-6362

FRESH SWEET CORN
May 15th - November 20th
GREEN CIRCLES FARM

233 Cooler Rd, Bainbridge , GA
229-246-1724

Yellow, White and Bi-Color
Varieties Available Market Price

Hendrix Farm
Produce

Slocomb Tomatoes
Cucumbers, squash, zucchini

and new potatoes
Mon. - Sat. 8-6

(we accept s.n.a.p )
Hwy. 52 Slocomb
334-726-7646

MILLS PRODUCE
Monday - Saturday

(8am-6pm)
Fresh Produce Daily
Hwy 52 West, Malvern
Call 334-712-0700

Naturally Grown Blueberries
R & R Farms U-Pick or I-Pick or We-Pick

334-714-4703 Located 52 HWY W
3.3 mi. from circle turn (R) Look for signs.
All you can eat while picking in the field

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

New Crop red potatoes, squash,
home grown tomatoes & fresh
peaches, english peas,

cucumbers, peaches and other
fresh vetables Available!

Hwy 52 Malvern 334-793-6690

Register Black Angus Bull , 2½ yrs. old, $3500.
Registered & Commercial Black Angus

Hiefers & Cows 334-791-7665.

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small

Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber

334-389-2003

District (distribution) Manager

The Dothan Eagle is seeking a mature,
energetic individual who enjoys working
with people to fill the position of district
(distribution) manager. Must be able to
work early morning hours, have dependa-
ble transportation and a valid driver’s li-
cense. Responsibilities include; recruiting,
training and overseeing independent con-
tractors that distribute the Dothan Eagle
and other publications in our core territo-
ry. Benefits include; Monthly Bonus, Medi-
cal, Dental, 401(K) and paid vacations &
holidays.

Pre-employment background and drug
screen required. EOE/M/F/D/V

Apply online at www.bhmginc.com
click on CAREERS, WORK WITH US and

then perform your search.

Has the following full-time position:

± Medical Receptionist
Enterprise Children’s Center/
Family Medicine - Enterprise, AL
Medical & clerical experience preferred.

Send resume and salary history for
confidential consideration to:

Human Resources
1414 Elba Hwy,

Troy, Al. 36079 EOE.

∂ MED CART - RN/LPN
2ND & 3RD SHIFT (FT - PT - PRN)

Full Time $1500 Sign on Bonus

∂ RN SUPERVISOR
FULL TIME 2ND SHIFT

Supervisory experience in long-term care
a plus. Must have Alabama RN license.

∂ CNA - FT & PT

∂ Rehab Tech - FT

∂ Activity Assistant - FT

∂ Beauty Shop Aide - FT

∂ HVAC Tech - FT

EMAIL RESUME TO:
jkparrish@centurytel.net

APPLY IN PERSON
300 PLAZA DRIVE

ENTERPRISE, AL 36330
CHECK US OUT ONLINE!
www.enterprisenursinghome.com

Sign On Bonus? Flex-Time?
AFC Has it All!

AFC is currently growing our Physician
Provider Team! It’s a great time to join the
nation’s fastest growing Urgent Care/
Accessible Primary Care Clinic Network.

Explore a new opportunity that not only
offers a great team approach to patient-
care; but, also includes student loan or
relocation assistance or sign-on bonus
money or any combination of each. AFC is
currently searching for talented, board
certified Family, Internal and Emergency
Medicine physicians to fill immediate

openings. Take advantage of Flex-time and
block shift scheduling with our new

extended clinic hours of 8:00 am to 8:00 pm.

In addition to sign-on incentives,
AFC offers competitive compensation, a
generous benefits package, ample family
time, flexible scheduling, and state-of-the-
art facilities with digital x-ray, in-house labs,

and a comprehensive EMR system.
AFC is the largest privately owned urgent
healthcare company in the U.S with over

170 locations nationwide.

Apply Online Today
www.americanfamilycare.com

Effie’s Grill now accepting applications
For Servers Must be 21.

û Apply in person 1282 Geneva Hwy.
Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday

between 2-4 pm.

Built in 2007, Property
includes home with
80 acres, horse arena,
stables, fencing, catch
pens, guest cabin, great
deer hunting and barn.
Main home features; 4 BR

4 BA 4400 sq. ft. large front and back porches,
oak flooring, custom cabinets, stainless hood
vent, gas cook top, double wall ovens, stone fire
place, master suite, walk in glass shower, safe
room, living rooms on both levels, bonus room,
multiple closets in each room and dual vanity.
Call Brad Murph 334-695-2419 at United Country
Murph Realty, murphrealty.com. $515,000

2-10 acre tracks and 4½ acre track
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

2 acres on large Trout Creek ,
cleared, near Casino, easy access in
Murphy N.C. No realtors please.

828-835-6284 $32,500

70 +/- Acres, with 11 year old planted pines,
3-4 yrs from thinning, 3 mi. South of Geneva
on Rum Rd. in Holmes Co. Florida. $150,000.
More Info at Holmes Co. Property Appraiser
http://www.qpublic.net/fl/holmes/
Search - Walton Woodland Lands LLC
Call 850-865-8585

Blakely area: 70 +- acre farm , beautiful crop-
land mixed with timber. Long frontage on
Hwy. 39 & White Chandler Rd. Great for home
sites, pasture or farming. $2200 per acre.
293 acre irrigated farm , High quality crop
land, 2 pivots, beautiful timber, great hunting
Contact Allied Land & Timber 1-800-590-6439

FSBO: 26 acres 7179 Shady Grove Rd.
Grand Ridge, FL. Has pole barn, well &

electric. Assumable loan at 5%, less than 10
yrs. left on 15 yr. note. Pay 38,000 equity.
Family Health Issues need to sale.

Call: 850-573-2145.

By Owner: 104 Bridgewater Ct., Stratford Place
subdivision (off 431 N), 3100 sf, 3 BR, 4 baths,
large game room & sunroom, large kitchen,
patio, privacy fence, $179,500. Tim: 334-677-3308.

Stately home for sale in
Ozark, AL

at 205 Bridlewood
Lane. Home is

surrounded by lovely
trees on 1 acre. 4 BR/2.5 BA, 2 dining rooms,

2 living rooms and 4 porches.
Call or email Realtor Kathy Davis

334-618-4000 kathy07davis@gmail.com

Hometown Realty LLC.

Large 1.74 acre Lot
White Oak Creek - Eufaula
160 ft. water front, water, power & septic
tank, currently set up for camper,
has 2-decks, no boat dock

ONLY $95,000 334-798-0040

HEADLAND AREA
3BR/2BA Dbl. Wide - newly remodeled

Home & Land package
Owner Financing / Can lease to own.
$59,900 OBO Call: 386-312-6363

rWill pay top dollar
for used

$$$ MOBILE HOMES $$$
334-685-0889

2008 Baja Outlaw ,
5.0 Mercruiser, 195 hours,
aluminum Tandem-axle
trailer $15,800 Call 334-

714-2469 or email mer_riley@yahoo.com

2011 Godfrey Pontoon Boat , Sweetwater Series
model 2086FC, 20ft, with 2011 4 stroke yamaha
60 HP motor, cover & trailer included $13,500
Call 334-805-3707

2015 Heartland Wilderness
Travel Trailer , Excellent condi-
tion, 1 owner: 3 slides (living,
kitchen & master closet),
power awning & slides, sleeps

6, 2 recliners, raise & lower TV console in living,
master br. w/TV, pantry, microwave, oven &
fridge. $25,000 MUST PICK UP! 334-805-0120.

Montana 2015 5th Wheel , 6 slides, like new,
sleeps 6. Asking $45,000 Call 334-677-3759

Vintage Air Stream 1950’s camper trailer,
approx. 25 ft. long, inside completely refurbish-
ed. Includes vintage decor and furniture such
as iron bunk beds, also large tiki umbrella for
outside. $7000. OBO Call 334-355-1426 for pic-
tures or to see.

Winnebago 1984 Class C , rebuilt generator,
new interior about 3 years old, new starter,
needs battery and tires. Been sitting up over 2
years. $2200. 334-333-1291.

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $58,500.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

üûü Priced Reduced $15,450 üûü
35 ft. 1999 Winnebago Adventurer Motor
Home Class A, with only 40K original miles
(spent alot of time on lake). New commode,
microwave, 6 new tires and tile in kitchen.
Single slide out. Rebuilt generator.
Call: 334-678-7551 or 334-790-3253.

Chevrolet 1972 S10
Pickup: Blue. Long wheel
base. New 350 cubic inch
motor with less than
20,000 miles. Dual exhaust
with headers. Chrome
bumpers. Custom wheels.

Pioneer sound system and more. REAL CLEAN.
$9,500 firm (cash only). Call or text A.J. at (334)
369-9625

Chevrolet 1988 Corvette , convertible, fresh
engine and transmissions, tires, brakes and
rotors, needs minor work $6,100 OBO
Call 334-794-5780

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Chrystler 2003 300M,
dark gray with leather
interior, power every-
thing, sunroof, rebuilt

engine, chrome rims, good tires, excellent
stereo system, 3.5L 6 cyclinder. ONLY $2,800
Call 334-791-9099

CTS Cadillac 2005 , Large
engine, black in color,
sunroof, tan leather
interior, Michelin tires

Call 229-723-3192. Blakely Ga. Leave Messge

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

Mitsubishi 2012 Gallant SE
loaded, leather, 77,000
miles, one owner, new
tires, 4 cyl,automatic,
$7500Call 334-790-7959.

Volvo 2006 S80: Blue 4
door Sedan, Sun Roof,
GPS, heated seats,
and much more. Great
condition, 138000, but
needs transmission work.
$1500.00 334-389-4847

Yamaha 2006 V-Star 1100 , 4200 miles, saddle
bags, helmets, red with silver flames, great
shape, ready to ride $3795 Call 334-794-9082 or
334-790-6595

FSBO: Ford Expedition 1997 XLT 5.4 engine,
tow package, black in color, 165K miles,
excellent condition. $5000. 334-792-4554.

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Chevrolet 2009 Silverado LT ,crew cab, 4 -door,
2 wheel drive, black, 5.3HP V8, 126k miles,
power window, locks & mirrors, tow package
alloy wheels, new tires $15,525
Call 334-797-7420

Dodge 2004 1500 ST pick
up, Automatic, V-6, new
tires, 70,628 miles $7500.
334-790-7959Call 334-790-
7959.

Ford 2004 Ranger , 4 cylinder, 5 speed, regular
cab, short wheel base, runs great, cold ac, snug
topper $3000 OBO Call 334-797-7420

Massey Ferguson Tractor 270, 1600 hrs.,
new tires, excellent condition and comes with
bush hog. $7900. 334-792-8018.

Tractor: Massey Ferguson 35 diesel with 4ft
bush hog, new tires, good condition $2100
Call 334-200-5297 Will text pictures.

Chevy 2000 High top Conversion Van: Runs
well. Rear bench reclines to bed. TV and 4 cap-
tain chairs. Cannot finance. Cash only. Price is
firm. Text or leave message. $3,800 334-687-
0404

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.

Call Jim 334-379-4953
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BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

DETAILING

ELECTRICAL WORK

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

FENCING

FLOORING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

LAWN SERVICES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT & REPAIR

PAINTING

PAINTING

POOLS, SPAS & RELATED

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICE

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

Complete CareGivers

In Home Elder Care Service
Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

In-Home Companion
care, Overnight
Sitting, Cooking,
Housekeeping and
Transportation

Markita 334-596-6374 Licensed & Bonded

ASPHALT PAVING
• Driveways

• Parking Lots

• Access Roads

• Concrete Curbs

• Striping

255 Murray Road Dothan, AL

334-492-2235

CHAD’s USED CARS

û Buy Here û Pay Hereû

OVER 50 CARS to choose from

GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s

We appreciate your businedjohbn

MORRISON Bush Hogging

$45. per hr. 2 hr. min.
334-200-5297

Licensed and Insured
û 4 Years Cutting In

TheWiregrass!

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE
• Home • Church • Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

BEST SERVICE! BEST PRICE!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Housekeeping by Brook
Housekeeping û Gardening û Painting
Great References & Reasonable Rates
For: Ozark, Dothan & Enterprise areas!
r Mondays and Fridays Available

Call Today: 254-315-7434/ 334-237-8570

Diane’s
Cleaning
Service

Let our Team Clean so you don’t have to
11 years experience

û weekly or bi-weekly û Reasonable rates
û References at your request.

Call for FREE ESTIMATES
334-405-1289

Computer & Laptop Repair
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified

Dothanpc.com (Mon-Sat)

2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South

334-828-1621 334-596-3250

ùE & O ù Construction
CONCRETE WORK
& BUSH HOGGING

specialize in driveways,
patios, slabs and more!

100 mi. radius of Hartford
Call Eddie 334-464-8245 * Licensed & Bonded

Myers Construction LLC

Professional Quality Concrete
& Block Service. Free Est . 150 mile
radius from Dothan 334-447-7853
jospehpamela@bellsouth.net

See us on facebook ( Joey Myers)
Milled Asphalt parking lots & driveways

POOLE
CONCRETE

CONTRACTORS
RESIDENTIAL and COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Bonded and Insured
ûWorkmans Comp and General Liability
Concrete Driveways,
Sidewalks, Curbs,

Concrete Parking Lots,
Building Slabs

Any and All of Your Concrete Needs
Call Today "Quality Results"

Roy Poole, Estimator * Brent Poole, Owner

334-492-2235
FREE ESTIMATES * DOTHAN, AL

SOUTHERN SITE WORKS, LLC
Grading ∑ Demolition ∑ Clearing ∑ Asphalt
Paving ∑ Concrete ∑ Ponds ∑ And More...

Extremely Talented, Diligent and
Courteous Crew. Licensed
û Residential & Commercial û

r 334-712-9704 r 334-726-3231

(334) 685-6039FREE
ESTIMATES

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can handle any
of your construction needs!

CONCRETE WORK
driveways • foundations • slabs • patios

MASONRY WORK
brick • block • stone

ADDITIONS, REMODELING
FRAMING

AFFORDABLE
Detailing & Painting
@ Interior - Exterior House painting
@ Also car detailing available.

334-547-3106 ( FREE ESTIMATES )

Affordable Electrical Repair
∂ New Electrical Installation

∂ Upgrades
∂ Free Estimate

∂ 40 Yrs Experience & Family Owne d

Call 334-797-5762 Licensed and Bonded

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Skipper
Fence Repair
Service

Repair all type of
fencing. Install gates, dog pens,
new fence and can move fencing.

Thomas Skipper
334-258-3266 or 334-333-2303

Carpet Services

∂ Restretches
∂ Repairs

∂ Or Replacements

Call John Today
334-405-0493

ûû 35 YEARS EXP . ûû
FULL SERVICE COMPANY

*Ceiling fans *Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry *Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
odd jobs to big jobs

r Ask for Paul HFHS LLC
334-791-2659 Locally Owned

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

Rotten Wood - Decks - Painting - Doors
r Call about Interior painting specials q
Free Estimates Competitive Pricing,

Licensed & Insured

Enterprise Based
334-494-6596

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR

Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û Water
Proofing & Insurance Work
(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards

References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist

Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows

Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.

r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC
"We Do More Than Cut Grass"

Commercial and Residential

∂ Fertilizer ∂ Lay Sod ∂ Minor Storm
Removal ∂ Leaf Removal
∂ Power Wash ∂ Vinyl Siding

(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-200-8851

FREE ESTIMATES -
Licensed & Bonded.

T& T Lawn Service LLC
’We walk by faith not by sight’

We specialize in: ∂ Flower beds ∂ Mulching
∂ Pine Straw ∂ Sodding ∂ Hedge Trimming
∂ Fertilizing ∂ Commercial & Residential

FREE ESTIMATES - CALL 334-405-2848

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service

∂ Tree Removal
∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work

∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

Wells Lawn
Mower

Taylor, AL. 334-702-9566
r We Buy, Sale & Trade Riding

Lawnmower Service, Parts new & used

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates ∂ 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
† Interior † Exterior
† Pressure Washing

Specilize in Garage Floors
Free Estimates!

No job too small!!
( Licensed & Insured )

Call: 334-618-0134

BAMA POOL SERVICES LLC
∂ Commercial & Residential Pools
∂ Salt System ∂ Pool Repair

∂ Vinyl Liner Installation & Repair
Locally licensed, Owned & Insured

Call 334-797-6998

C L E A N -N- C L E A R
MILDEW & WINDOW CLEANING

Windows Cleaned Mildew Removed
• Inside & Out No Pressure Used!
• Screens • Siding • Roofs
Hand Washed • Eaves • Decks
• Window Seals • Brick
& Tracks Cleaned • Concrete, Etc.

• Insured • Professional • Courteous
• Free Estimates

Call Mark Morse 334-790-0625

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING

LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL

Free Estimates

We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"

For Repairs and Leaks
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com

r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Withstand Winds
Up To 140 MPH

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A-1 Tree
Service

Licensed ∂ Bonded
Insured ∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation
Lawn Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing

Call for your FREE estimate!
334-400-4959

15% SPRING DISCOUNT! 30 years of Exp.
Accepting all major credit cards
Quality you can count on with people you
can trust for a price you can’t beat!
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out there outside the space station for six 

or seven hours,” said Morgan, who was 

born to a military family in a city with 

whom he shares his namesake – Morgan-

town, West Virginia.

In preparing for a spacewalk, astronauts 

also train at the Neutral Buoyancy Labo-

ratory, which is basically a huge pool that 

holds a replica of the space station. Using 

a specialized spacesuit that simulates mi-

crogravity, astronauts stay underwater for 

hours completing tasks, such as replacing 

the station’s heavy batteries.

Astronauts also train to ly a T-38 Talon 
jet trainer, learn about space systems and 

a whole new set of acronyms, and receive 

in-depth lessons on the Russian language, 

which along with English are the oficial 
languages onboard the station. 

“One of the most challenging and cool 

things we do at NASA is that we don’t do 

the same thing any two days,” McClain 

said. 

With all sorts of moving pieces going 

on, astronauts must rely on an elevated 

level of teamwork. The ability to lead, 
but also to follow, are strong traits for an 

astronaut to have when working in close 

quarters for long periods of time on spe-

cialized, costly missions. 

Already well-trained, Soldiers come 

to NASA with a good exposure to these 

types of teams, according to Chris Loop-

er, a NASA training integrator who helps 

instruct astronauts.

“Being able to bring that team together 

so it can be a high-performing team, and 

not just a group of individuals who are 

all trying to perform at a high level, that 

makes a big difference,” he explained. 

A successful astronaut, he said, should 

have an easy-going attitude and be able to 

roll with the punches when things don’t 

go right. Another helpful characteristic 

is endless thirst to be proicient in their 
tasks through continuous training. 

“[So,] when you do something real in 

space, it will feel like a practice run,” 

Looper said. 

FUTURE SPACEFLIGHT

While the space station mission has 

been a top priority for the past 17 years, 

other added elements to NASA’s human 

spacelight program may be in the near 
future. 

In February, NASA oficials announced 
a study to look at launching two crew 

members around the moon in 2019, as 

part of the Orion spacecraft’s maiden 

light with a NASA rocket. The ambitious 
goal for the spacecraft is to one day en-

able human exploration of asteroids and 

deep-space destinations, including Mars.

NASA’s Commercial Crew Program 

also has SpaceX and Boeing developing 

two launch vehicles to send astronauts 

into space, rather than sharing rides on 

Russian Soyuz rockets. 

“We’re on the cusp of some pretty 

amazing times in the space program,” 

McClain said, “and we’re going to see 

things that we’ve never seen before.”

The current space station mission, a 
joint effort of 15 nations, is projected to 

last until 2024. But for Morgan and Mc-

Clain, it doesn’t really matter what mis-

sion they end up serving. 

An optimistic McClain said that there 

are no bad assignments. “When I look at 

all of the different jobs I could do, I’d be 

thrilled to get any of them,” she said.

After all, she didn’t expect to end up in 

her current role when she irst learned she 
had been selected while working as a test 

pilot at the Redstone Test Center. 
It was bittersweet for her to leave the 

Army ranks and not be able to wear her 

military uniform every day, she said. But 

whatever she does as an astronaut, she 

still brings a little “hooah” with her.

“The space program has always been 
so inspirational to me and I love contrib-

uting to it,” she said. “But what really 

makes it special for me is to be able to do 

it as a Soldier.”

“There are many paths to being a Sol-
dier, and this is [just] one of them.”

and moving the system with the 

front line going forward, this is 

the future of UAS and the future 

of the Shadow,” Voth said.

“We do a lot of survivability 

tactics inside our brigade by mov-

ing around and keeping our forces 

luid on the battleield,” he added. 
“But having a stationary UAS 

paints itself as a very large target. 

By necessity we’re going to have 

to jump to avoid getting targeted 

in a ight.”
Prior to the landing and later a 

re-launch of the Shadow from the 

ield, the platoon was put on the 
clock to set up equipment like the 

Tactical Automatic Landing Sys-

tem and arresting gear. Within a 

half-hour of arriving on site, UAS 

operators had the gear in place 

to guide the unmanned aircraft 

safely to the ground and harness 

it after landing. 

But preparation of the landing 

strip itself was a team effort with-

in the 588th BEB, as engineers 
from B Co. prepared the dirt road 

for an aircraft landing. That in-

cluded grading the road to smooth 

the surface and building four pads 

to support the Shadow’s landing 

gear. 

“The best part about whenever 
we get to dig or do a breach is 

everything we do it’s in support 

of somebody else within the 

3rd Brigade,” said 1st Lt. Mike 
Taylor, a platoon leader for the 
sapper company. “In this case, 

it was particularly nice because 

we were able to support our own 

battalion, the BEB, and to build 

something we don’t normally 

get to do.”

Taylor admitted he was nervous 
as the Shadow descended on the 

hasty landing strip. An otherwise 

serene Bavarian spring day could 

have turned messy if the patch of 

dirt road his engineers lattened 
turned the aircraft in a wrong di-

rection upon touchdown. 

“When it was coming in, it was 

like watching Game 7 in the i-

nals. I was nervous. But seeing it 

land smoothly, it was an exhilarat-

ing moment,” Taylor said.
The UAS platoon’s outgoing 

leader, 1st Lt. Andrew Rotolo, 

said the unit has been attempt-

ing to conduct a hasty landing for 

some time now, including during 

the brigade’s rotation at the Na-

tional Training Center in August 
2016 prior to deploying to Europe 

this year.

He said support was crucial 

from Grafenwoehr Training Ar-
ea’s range control and air trafic 
control, as well as receiving the 

green light from the 4th Inf. Div.’s 

Mission Command Element, 

which provides oversight of 3/4 
ABCT’s Atlantic Resolve opera-

tions as the brigade serves as a 

deterrent to aggression in eastern 

Europe. 

The faith and long preparation 
ultimately paid off for this and fu-

ture hasty ield operations. “The 
landing was as good as it could 

have been. The Shadow landed 
exactly where it needed to be with 

literally no damage. It’s deinite-

ly a victory for not only the site 

being a success based on how it 

was prepared beforehand but also 

the Shadow being able to handle 

that,” Rotolo said. 

Voth added the entire prepara-

tion time took about four hours, 

which falls well within a Shad-

ow’s overall light time. 
“We found out we can build 

and emplace an airstrip and land 

a Shadow in that light window. 
We can set up extremely quickly, 

and those are critical skills gained 

from an entire battalion perspec-

tive as we move forward and con-

tinue to train with the brigade to 

ight on the move,” he said.
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Astronaut

McClain simulates bringing in a cargo load in space with the station’s robotic arm during training at 
the Johnson Space Center.
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School’s out for summer, but one program 

is looking to keep kids reading throughout 

the break to keep their literacy skills sharp.

The Fort Rucker Center Library’s Sum-

mer Reading Program began Monday with 

its kick-off party, At the Drive-In, where 

children got the chance to get their hands 

dirty as they designed and painted their own 

cars made out of cardboard, according to 

Cameron Hill, Fort Rucker Center Library 

youth librarian.

“The Summer Reading Program is an in-

centive program designed to keep kids read-

ing throughout the summer, so they don’t 

lose their skills from the end of the school 

year to the next school year,” said the youth 

librarian.

This year’s program theme is Reading by 

Design, which is why children were able 

to design their own creations before taking 

them to the makeshift drive-in at the library 

to enjoy popcorn and a movie, said Hill, all 

as a way to get kids engaged and keep learn-

ing on their minds.

For Amy Mark, military spouse, the event 

was a great way to keep her kids occupied 

and keep reading on their minds.

“It was a lot of fun and I think the kids 

loved it,” she said. “I just think it’s great that 

they get to watch a movie in their little cars. 

They really loved it and I think the prizes 

were a fun addition to keep them motivated 

and engaged throughout – overall it was fan-

tastic and we would deinitely do it again.”
Mark said it’s refreshing to see more edu-

cational events geared toward young chil-

dren to keep them motivated when it comes 

to reading or learning.

“This is really good because there really 

isn’t a lot offered on post [to take your chil-

dren to], so when there are things like this 

we jump at the opportunity,” she said.

That opportunity is a summer of contin-

ued learning through the program, which has 

events scheduled throughout the summer to 

keep children coming back for more. But the 

program is about more than just taking part 

in activities – it also seeks to keep youth ac-

tively reading to keep their skills sharp, said 

Hill.

“There is no requirement on what they 

must read,” she said. “As long as they are 

reading, they can read whatever keeps them 

going and keeps them motivated.”

The more children read, the more chances 

they have at winning prizes, and parents 

must keep track of how long their children 

are reading and record the times. All who 

wish to participate must be registered and all 

times must be recorded online.

Participants can register and log times at 

https://ftruckercenterlibrary.beanstack.org.

After children are registered, they can be-

gin logging in their minutes for prizes.

“They keep track of the time that they 

read,” said Hill, “and after a certain amount 

of minutes, depending on their age group, 

they will receive a prize.”

In addition to prizes, more events through-

out the summer will be held at the center li-

brary to keep children motivated.

The events include:

Fun with Science, June 15 from 1-2 • 
p.m.;

Library Video Blitz, June 21 from 1-3 • 
p.m.;

Mad Scientist Workshop; Speedometry, • 
June 22 from 1-2 p.m.;

Animal Tales: Animal Architects, June • 
29 from 10-11 a.m.;

Take the LEGO Challenge, July 6 from • 
1-2 p.m.;

All Day Anime, July 12, all day; and• 

Makey Lab, July 18 from 1-2 p.m.• 
The program will end with an awards 

ceremony July 28 at 3 p.m. to award the top 

readers in each category.

For more information, call 255-3885.
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Children sit in their makeshift cars that they designed and painted as they watch a  movie.

The Fort Rucker Directorate of 

Family, and Morale, Welfare and 

Recreation seeks to help single 

parents make the most of their free 

time during Single Parent Family 

Game Night June 15.

The free event, which takes 

place from 5-7 p.m. at the Fort 

Rucker Post Exchange food court, 

is open to single parents – military 

or Department of Defense civilians 

– and their children. 

“This is an initiative of Fort 

Rucker Community Health 

Promotions Council Community 

Resiliency Work Group,” Joy 

McCormick, New Parent Support 

Program social worker, said. 

“They are promoting programs 

that build or enhance single parent 

families and enhance the parent’s 

ability to interact more effectively 

with their children. This will 

create and maintain a safe home 

environment where self-esteem 

and learning are encouraged.”

Registration is open to the 

irst 20 families and parents are 
encouraged to sign up early secure 

their spot. The deadline to register 

is Monday.

“The family advocacy program, 

in partnership with Army and Air 

Force Exchange Service, will 

conduct a Family Game Night for 

single parents,” McCormick said. 

“This is to provide parents with a 

fun night out with their children, 

with no cost to them.  AAFES will 

supply sub sandwiches, drinks and 

the venue for this event.  All who 

pre-register will receive a voucher 

for a free movie at the post theater 

at a later date.

“Each registered child will be 

able to pick out a game to take 

home with them,” she added.

According to McCormick, the 

event is a perfect opportunity to 

for single parents to spend quality 

time with their families and 

strengthen familial bonds.

“It enhances the parent-child 

attachment, provides a positive 

role model, and also fosters skills 

development. (It also creates) 

information-sharing opportunities 

that enhance parents’ ability to 

interact more effectively with 

their children, and to create and 

maintain a safe home environment 

in which self-esteem and learning 

are encouraged,” she said.

Aside from attending single 

parent family events on post, 

McCormick said single parents 

can take other small steps to make 

the most of their time with family.

She offered the following tips.

Set priorities – Dedicate your 1. 

time and energy to those areas 

that are most important.

Set a good example – Be the 2. 

kind of person you want your 

child to be – they learn by 

watching you!

Help your child build positive 3. 

self-esteem – Show your 

child affection every day 

and love without conditions.  

Praise and encourage your 

child’s efforts.

Be honest with your child, 4. 

but don’t involve them in 

unnecessary adult matters.

Be involved in your child’s 5. 

education – Attend open 

houses (if possible), meet 

your child’s teachers, and 

assist with homework.

Set aside time to spend 6. 

with your child every day 

– Dedicate at least a few 

minutes every day to give 

them your complete attention 

and really listen carefully 

to them.  Don’t rush or 

interrupt.

Plan outings and activities to 7. 

do together – They don’t have 

to cost money – go for a walk, 

visit a park, play a game.

Encourage personal 8. 

responsibility in your child – 

Make a list of chores for your 

child that is appropriate for 

their age.  

Discipline with love – Set irm, 9. 

fair rules and be consistent.  

Discuss the consequences for 

breaking the rules and make 

sure they understand what is 

expected.

If parents miss the opportunity 

to attend June’s family game 

night, McCormick said there 

will be more opportunities in the 

future.

“We are trying to offer a single 

parent family event each quarter,” 

she said. “The [FAP NPSP] offers 

services to our single parents that 

can beneit from extra support and 
educational services.”

For more information or to 

register, call 255-9647.

Samantha and Jacob Baguly, and their friend Seth Dagley, military family members, work together as they paint their car during the center library’s Summer 
Reading Program kick-off event Monday.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

By Jeremy Henderson

Army Flier Staff Writer

DFMWR, AAFES event supports single parent families

GAME ON

By Nathan Pfau

Army Flier Staff Writer

READING BY DESIGN
Program helps youth 

keep skills sharp

Thia, Emma and Mari Ramirez, and Tyson Armstrong, Army family members, play a game during a past family game night. 

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU
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Mom & Me: Dad too! 

Army Community Service hosts its 

Mom & Me: Dad too! playgroup Mon-

days from 9:30–11 a.m. at The Com-

mons. The playgroup is for families with 

children ages birth to 3 years old. 

For more information, call 255-9647 or 

255-3359. 

School Age Center Summer Camp

The Fort Rucker School Age Center 

hosts its summer camp through Aug. 4. 

Each week, the camp will have a new 

theme. Parents will have the ability to 

pick and choose which weeks they would 

like their children to attend. Fees will be 

due the Friday before the start of each 

camp week and will be based on total 

family income. Food, ield trips and all 
activities will be included in the weekly 

fees. All youth who attend must be en-

rolled in child and youth services. 

For more information, call 255-9108 or 

255-9638.

International Spouses Get Together

Army Community Service hosts its In-

ternational Spouses Get Together the irst 
Friday of every month at 9 a.m. at the Al-

len Heights Community Center. Accord-

ing to ACS oficials, the get together is 
a place for spouses to ind support, and 
help with inding resources for obtain-

ing U.S. citizenship, education, drivers 

licenses and more.  Multilingual volun-

teers are available. 

For more information, call 255-3735. 

Rock’et Out Summer

The Fort Rucker Youth Center host its 

Rock’et Out Summer – offering rocketry, 

robotics, sports, cooking, arts and anima-

tion – through June 30. Field trips will 

be included in the camp fees and will be 

to: the Rosa Parks Museum and Eastdale 

Mall, Wednesday; bowling, June 15; Big 

Kahunas Water Park, June 21; Wonder 

Works, June 28; and Water World each 

Friday. Camp will run Mondays-Fridays 

from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Youth must be 

a child and youth services member (ages 

11-18 and grades six-12) to participate. 

For membership information or to 

sign-up for membership, call 255-9638 

or 255-2260.

Wired to be Hired

The Army Community Service Em-

ployment Readiness Program will host 

its Wired to be Hired interactive work-

shop June 15 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 

the Legends Room in The Landing. The 

workshop will feature a lineup of guest 

presenters to help people make their job 

campaign both productive and successful, 

according to organizers. The workshop 

will be capped-off by a dress-for-success 

fashion show designed to show people 

what they’ll need to include in their pro-

fessional wardrobe. Light refreshments 

will be served. Childcare will be avail-

able and people needing these services 

must preregister at parent central services 

three weeks prior to the event. The regis-

tration deadline for the event is Friday. 

For more information or to register, call 

255-2594. People can also register online 

at https://wiredtobehired.eventbrite.com.

Father’s Day Craft

The Center Library will host a Father’s 

Day craft session Tuesday from 3:30-

4:30 p.m. for children ages 3-11. Light 

refreshments will be served. Space is 

limited to the irst 40 children to register. 
The event is open to authorized patrons 

and Exceptional Family Member Pro-

gram friendly. 

For more information or to register, 

visit the library or call 255-3885.

Army birthday cake cutting ceremony

The Landing Zone will host its Army 

birthday cake cutting ceremony Wednes-

day during lunch time in celebration of 

the Army’s 242nd birthday. Free pieces of 

cake will be given out while supplies last. 

For more information, call 255-0768.

Homeschool Q&A

The Center Library will host a ho-

meschool question and answer session 

Wednesday from 1-2:30 p.m. The session 

is designed to allow parents to gather the 

information they need, view curriculum 

and meet other homeschool families. The 

free session will be open to authorized 

patrons.

 For information or to register, visit the 

library or call 255-3885.

Tot Time

Army Community Service hosts its Tot 

Time playgroup Wednesdays from 9:30-

11a.m. at The Commons, Bldg. 8950. The 

playgroup is for children 12-36 months 

and their caregivers. The playgroup pro-

vides programs and activities that en-

hance caregiver-child interaction, and 

stimulate child growth and development. 

For more information, call 255-9647 or 

255-3359.

Single-parent family game night

Army Community Service and the 

Army and Air Force Exchange Service 

will host a single-parent family game 

night June 15 from 5-7 p.m. at the post 

exchange food court. Free giveaways 

will be included. This will be an Excep-

tional Family Member Program friendly 

event. The event is open to single parents 

who are active duty, retired, Department 

of Defense employees and their families. 

Registration deadline will be Monday 

and attendance will be limited to the irst 
20 families to register. 

For more information or to pre-register, 

call 255-3359 or 255-9647.

Newcomers welcome

A newcomers welcome is scheduled for 

June 16 from 8:30-11 a.m. at The Land-

ing. Active-duty military, spouses, for-

eign students, Army civilians and family 

members are encouraged by post oficials 
to attend the newcomers orientation. A 

free light breakfast and Starbucks coffee 

will be served. For free childcare, people 

can register their children at the child de-

velopment center by calling 255-3564. 

Reservations must be made 24 hours pri-

or to the newcomers welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 

255-2887. 

Shipwreck Island day trip

MWR Central will host a day trip to 

Shipwreck Island Water Park in Panama 

City, Florida, June 17. The cost of this trip 

is $49 per person and includes transporta-

tion to and from the park, and admission 

to the park. Guests under 35 inches only 

pay the transportation fee of $20. The trip 

will depart from Bldg. 5700 at 8:30 a.m. 

and arrive back at about 7 p.m. 

For more information or to sign up, 

visit MWR Central or call 255-2997.

Blended Retirement System seminar

The Army Community Service Finan-

cial Readiness Program will present a 

Blended Retirement System seminar June 

20 from 6-7 p.m. in the Soldier Service 

Center, Bldg. 5700, Rm. 282. The semi-

nar will be a discussion of the signiicant 
changes to the current military retirement 

system, including how retirement pay 

will be calculated, continuation pay and 

the Thrift Savings Plan with matching 

government contributions. This discus-

sion will be facilitated by ACS accred-

ited inancial counselors. Pre-registration 
is required by June 19. Free childcare is 

available with registration. 

For more information and to register, 

call 255-3765 or 255-9631.

Freedom Fest

Fort Rucker will host its Freedom Fest 

June 30 from 4-10 p.m. at the festival 

ields. The event will feature one of the 
largest irework displays in the area, a 
children’s zone with inlatables, rides, 
games, and a variety of local and re-

gional vendors, along with static aircraft 

displays. The Army’s Maneuver Center 

of Excellence Fort Rucker Detachment 

Band will provide musical entertainment 

throughout the evening with a Patriotic 

Concert starting at 7 p.m. Admission to 

the event is free and it is open to the pub-

lic. People who attend do need to have a 

gate access pass. Prohibited items include 

coolers, backpacks (except for medical 

and baby care items), pets,  ireworks 
of any kind, glass containers, weapons, 

and bicycles, scooters, roller blades and 

skateboards. For more information, call 

255-1749. 

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for June 8-11

TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
SPOTLIGHT

Thursday, June 8 Friday, June 9 Saturday, June 10 Sunday, June 11

The Fate of the Furious (PG-13) ....7 p.m.The Zookeeper’s Wife (PG-13) .......7 p.m. Born in China (G) ............................4 p.m.
Unforgettable (R) ...........................7 p.m.

Born in China (G) ............................1 p.m.
Unforgettable (R) ...........................4 p.m.

CW2 Justin Davis, Army Reserve, works through burpees. The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will host its Tactical Throwdown second quarter chal-
lenge June 19-23 – the kettlebell burpee challenge. Participation in the challenge is free and open to all Fort Rucker active-duty Soldiers. Official attempts 
will be conducted during posted dates and times, or by appointment with functional fitness specialists. Official rules for each challenge will be posted 
after the previous quarter’s challenge has been completed. For more information and a complete listing of challenge rules, call 255-2296.

PHOTO BY JEREMY HENDERSON

Tactical Throwdown 
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FORT BRAGG, N.C. — In the capital 

city of Baghdad during the 1980s, a family 

of six brothers and one sister spent their 

childhood playing in the streets and parks. 

The following decades, however, would 

bring many changes to their simple life-

style. 

One of these Iraqi children, Sgt. Ali Al-

saeedy, has grown up to become a sergeant 

and a paratrooper assigned to the 307th 

Brigade Engineer Battalion, 3rd Brigade 

Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division. 

He describes his journey from his time as 

a young college student in Baghdad to be-

coming a paratrooper in America`s Guard 

of Honor.

Alsaeedy, the son of an oficer reservist 
in the Iraqi Army Ministry of Defense, says 

Iraq was an agreeable place to grow up. 

“We played basketball, walked to school, 

all the children in the neighborhood were 

close,” recalled Alsaeedy. “There were 

negatives in politics, but we believed in 

our father and everything was ine.”
Alsaeedy dreamed of frequent traveling. 

“Everybody`s goal [in high school] was to 

travel the world, places like the U.K., U.S. 

and Europe,” said Alsaeedy. He kept that 

dream with him before pursuing a degree 

in biochemical engineering at the Univer-

sity of Baghdad. 

“I was in my second year of college 

when everything happened- the troops 

arrived,” said Alsaeedy, referring to the 

arrival of U.S. forces in Iraq in 2003. “It 

was a year later when it seemed things be-

gan to settle down. We all were trying to 

educate ourselves on the matter because 

we believed - and still do - that the U.S. 

forces and allies were there to transform 

the country and help. We felt there was not 

going to be any more tyranny system or 

sects of families taking over the country, 

doing whatever they felt they wanted ... so 

we believed in the change and welcomed 

it.”

After graduating college, Alsaeedy tried 

to ind employment, preferably in the en-

gineering ield. He said it was extremely 
dificult to ind a job due to the political 
and cultural nature of the country, when 

most employers only hired within their 

ethnic or religious sects. 

“I did not know exactly what to do or 

what I wanted to do, but I did know that 

I wanted to work for and with the service 

members,” Alsaeedy said, referring to the 

U.S. forces. “It was not just about money 

or security, it was about being a part of 

something important to me.”

Unable to break into the U.S. contrac-

tor market, Alsaeedy expanded his search 

to the private sector. In 2005, he found a 

position in the information technology 

ield as a networking specialist for satellite 
communications. 

“Then one day a man came into the shop 

and it changed my life forever,” Alsaeedy 

recalled. “He enquired about an internet 

network to be installed on a military base 

in Baghdad. I took the job. After the work 

was complete, they were very satisied and 
needed more, so they hired me full-time. 

My English was very luent and I became 
a translator for them, too.”

In the following years, Alsaeedy`s expe-

riences and connections made him a well-

known and popular name among the rank-

ing U.S. oficials in Iraq. 
“I saw in the Soldiers what very few of us 

[natives] see,” said Alsaeedy. “They were 

trustful, pleasant and respectful – they in-

tegrated me into their brotherhood.”

“I remember the insurgency propaganda, 

it stated, ‘The Americans are here to de-

stroy everything ...’,” said Alsaeedy. “But 

they were not, they were building. They 

built infrastructure for the population and 

barracks for the Iraqi Army. They supplied 

resources increasing our livelihood – cre-

ating jobs for husbands and fathers.”

At the end of 2007, Alsaeedy received 

some life-changing news. That year, Presi-

dent George W. Bush signed and passed 

a declaration allowing vetted contrac-

tors – who had worked for a minimum of 

ive years for the U.S. government – to 
be granted a special immigrant visa for 

them and their families. The visa would 

allow them to live and work in the United 

States. 

To qualify for the program, however, 

Alsaeedy needed to work three more years 

as a contractor. The deteriorating security 

situation in his home country added urgen-

cy to his work. 

“I slowly started to see things change,” 

said Alsaeedy, following the slow with-

drawal of U.S. troops from Iraq. “The 

protection was decreasing and so was the 

structure. I knew if I stayed, my family 

and I were going to die soon.”

In 2010, Alsaeedy met the ive-year re-

quirement and moved with his family to 

United States. 

They settled in Norfolk, Virginia, sur-

rounded by a new country and culture. A 

life of war gave way to a live of peace. Al-

saeedy quickly found new employment at 

an oil and gas company. 

“I did not hurt for money, I did a lot 

of international travel, but I did not feel 

grateful,” said Alsaeedy. “At this time, I 

owed the U.S. government nothing. I ful-

illed my obligation. But I felt grateful 
for everything they gave me in Iraq and 

the United States. I wanted to give them 

more –for my daughter, for myself and 

for those brothers that I became a part of 

overseas.”

He enlisted in the Army as a combat en-

gineer in August 2013, and attended basic 

training and advanced individual training 

at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.  

Due to his quick learning abilities and 

outstanding physical itness, the Army 
offered him the opportunity to attend air-

borne school at Fort Benning, Georgia, 

upon graduation. 

“I found out that I was going to be as-

signed to the 82nd Airborne Division,” 

said Alsaeedy. “I knew it was an honor and 

a prestigious unit. I remember seeing the 

‘Double-A’ patch in Iraq. And to realize 

that I am now one of those paratroopers, 

along with my family, I was beyond ex-

cited and humbled. However, it truly did 

not hit me until I came to Fort Bragg and 

walked through the division`s museum – 

that`s when I realized I was a part of some-

thing special.”

In 2014, Alsaeedy returned to Iraq as a 

member of A Company, 307th BEB. “My 

real dream was to return to Iraq,” he said. 

“I wanted to be an asset to the unit. I had 

the language, the background, and culture. 

I knew if I ever went back I would put my-

self out there to be as valuable as I could 

for the 307th.”

In early 2015, the 3rd BCT deployed in 

support of Operation Inherent Resolve. At 

the time, it was the newest campaign in the 

ight against the Islamic State. There, para-

troopers assigned to the 82nd Airborne Di-

vision provided advice and assistance to 

Iraqi Security Forces.

In a twist of fate, Alsaeedy’s unit oper-

ated in the same neighborhood in which he 

spent his childhood. 

Alsaeedy`s background and capabilities 

proved to be assets for his battalion com-

mander, all the way up to higher ranking 

oficials in multiple tactical operations 
centers around the area of the campaign.

Due to his hard work and commitment, 

Alsaeedy received the irst battleield pro-

motion to NCO during the OIR campaign. 

He was pinned with the rank of sergeant 

in fall 2015 when the unit returned to Fort 

Bragg. 

“When I became an NCO, great things 

began to happen for me and my family,” 

he said. He attended the Warrior Leader`s 

Course soon after his promotion, learning 

the correspondence and technical skills he 

would need as an NCO. 

Alsaeedy further challenged himself 

by attending the Fort Bragg Pre-Ranger 

Course, a two-week course that evaluates 

and prepares future candidates for the U.S. 

Army Ranger School at Fort Benning. He 

was selected for Ranger School and suc-

cessfully completed the grueling 62-day 

course. 

“I have been busy, that`s for sure,” said 

Alsaeedy. “But I felt the more I accom-

plish as an NCO and a paratrooper, the 

more I am giving back to the Army. I am 

just so grateful.”

“I cannot put into words how I feel,” he 

continued. “Landing the opportunity dur-

ing the mid-2000s, to becoming a citizen, 

a Soldier deployed to my hometown and a 

Ranger. My wife and child love the instal-

lation, the people, and my daughter is re-

ceiving a great education from the schools 

on Fort Bragg. The Army adopted me and 

I am forever in debt to the most profes-

sional and perfect organization – the 82nd 

Airborne.”

By Sgt. Anthony Hewitt 

For Army News Service

‘THE ARMY ADOPTED ME’

Sgt. Ali Alsaeedy, a paratrooper assigned to the 307th Brigade Engineer Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, poses for a photo in 
front of his unit`s proud engineer castle at Fort Bragg, N.C., March 3.

PHOTO BY SGT. ANTHONY HEWITT 
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“Be ye followers of
me, even as I also
am of Christ.”

1 Corinthians 11:1

214 S. Man Street • Enterprse
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
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“God So Loved the World”
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334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate

On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
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Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups

(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
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“Small things done with great love

will change the world”

Iraqi native proudly serves as U.S. paratrooper



SAINTE-MERE-EGLISE, France — 

“There are moments in a nation’s histo-

ry when its future course is decided by 

a chosen few who walked bravely into 

the valley of the shadow of death,” said 

Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, the Supreme 

Allied Commander Europe (NATO) 

and commander of U.S. European Com-

mand, speaking at a D-Day memorial 

celebration Sunday. “In such moments, 

young men and women pledge their 

lives so that their nation can live.”

This year marks the 73rd anniver-

sary of the infamous D-Day landings, 

which took place on June 6, 1944. U.S. 

Army paratroopers from 173rd Air-

borne Brigade, 101st Airborne Division 

(Air Assault), 82nd Airborne Division, 

gathered with Scaparrotti and foreign 

military, local French nationals, family 

and friends to participate in a wreath-

laying ceremony at the Iron Mike Me-

morial site in remembrance of the sacri-

fices made on that fateful June day.

The statue’s moniker, Iron Mike, 

evokes the brave and resilient reputa-

tion of the American paratroopers and 

infantrymen who lost their lives in this 

area of France during the D-Day opera-

tion.

The memorial site is located in St. 

Mere Eglise, near the La Fiere Bridge, 

where an intense battle took place June 

6-9, 1944. Approximately 254 allied 

Soldiers died and 525 were wounded 

during this particular combat incident 

as part of the larger liberation of Nor-

mandy.

“The Battle of La Fiere was the most 

significant operation of the 82nd Air-

borne Division during World War II,” 

Scaparrotti said. “It was also the cost-

liest small-unit action in the history of 

the U.S. Army.” 

This 500-yard stretch of causeway 

transformed a unit, defined its charac-

ter and inspired an Army, Scaparrotti 

declared. 

The small bridge over the Merderet 

River served as a strategic point for the 

Americans to expand their beachhead 

in Normandy. The Germans, however, 

wanted to gain control of the bridge in 

order to break up the Allied landing at 

Utah Beach. Even though the Ameri-

cans were lightly armed, the Germans 

were never able to take the bridge.

“Several hundred airborne warriors 

seized a causeway that helped free a 

continent and end a war,” said Scapar-

rotti. 

The National Commander of the 

American Legion, Charles Schmidt, 

noted that each of the attendees and 

participants who gathered at the me-

morial stood in the same place as those 

who fought and died for the liberation 

of Normandy during World War II.

“Our promise is that no matter how 

many years pass the world will never 

forget their sacrifices,” Schmidt said. 

“We, as a nation, are committed to this 

memory.”
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Don’t 

Text or 

talk and 

drive 

No call is worth 
sacrificing 

the safety of 
yourself and 

others. Do not 

talk or text and 
drive. It can 

wait.
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By Spc. Kelsey M. Little

For Army News Service

HONORING SACRIFICE

Soldiers of the 82nd Airborne Division salute to the playing of ‘Taps’ during the 73rd D-Day ceremony in Picauville, France, Sunday.

PHOTOS BY SPC. JOSEPH AGACINSKI

82nd Airborne commemorates 73rd anniversary of D-Day in France
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WASHINGTON – Not every-

one realizes that many components 

of today’s smartphones originated 

as defense technology, said Chief 

of Staff of the Army Gen. Mark A. 

Milley, during the Smithsonian’s 

2017 Military Invention Day May 

20.

Inventors, scientists and engi-

neers representing the Army and 

other services had the opportunity 

to demonstrate their cutting-edge 

technology at the National Mu-

seum of American History. Ad-

ditionally, subject-matter experts 

were able to explain their design 

motivation, invention process, and 

challenges they face in producing 

irst-rate equipment for the armed 
forces.

This year, Military Invention 

Day coincided with Armed Forces 

Day, and Milley reminded visitors 

to take a moment to greet the ser-

vice members in attendance and 

remember those deployed around 

the world.

INVENTION vs. 

INNOVATION

“The theme for today is inven-

tion and how it is linked to the mil-

itary,” Milley said. “But I want to 

distinguish between technological 

inventions and innovation.”

Innovation, he said, refers to the 

“doctrine, organization, leadership 

and training that goes into making 

the technology applicable to every-

day life or military operations.”

“Invention,” however, refers to 

the creation process behind tech-

nology.

While the U.S. government was 

behind contributed to the creation 

of many of the components that 

found their way into the iPhone 

and other similar smartphones, 

Apple and other technology com-

panies have been responsible for 

the innovation process which “il-

lustrates the symbiosis between 

the government and the civil soci-

ety,” Milley said.

For example, today’s smart-

phones use a liquid crystal display 

technology that was originally de-

veloped by the DOD, and the sig-

nal compression technology used 

by many phones originated within 

Army research labs. Technolo-

gies like micro hard drives, RAM 

cache, and SIRI also got their start 

at the Defense Advanced Research 

Projects Agency, or DARPA, he 

said.

“We know for the past decades 

that the military has been the ori-

gin for technologies ranging from 

GPS, to medicines, to the inter-

net,” said Arthur Daemmrich, di-

rector of the Lemelson Center for 

the Study of Invention and Inno-

vation. Those technologies now 

“shape our daily lives.”

TECHNOLOGY MASS 

PRODUCTION

In the 1820s, the Army made 

a request for more uniform gun 

parts so that Soldiers could easily 

swap out broken pieces, Daem-

mrich said. At the time, if a Soldier 

broke his weapon, a highly-skilled 

machinist would need to craft that 

particular replacement part.

“That led to the invention and 

production of some high-perfor-

mance lathes,” Daemmrich said. 

“In turn, it eventually would lead 

to a unique American contribution 

to the industrial revolution. Ma-

chining of precision parts would 

lay the stage for mass production, 

not just of guns, but of bicycles, 

sewing machines and thousands of 

other consumer products, and turn 

the United States from an agrarian 

nation into an advanced industrial-

ized one.”

The creative technological 

growth continued in the follow-

ing decades, as “the Army’s call 

for new inventions put out to the 

general public [during World 

War I] led to a more systemized 

research and development pro-

gram. It quickly responded with 

some remarkable technologies. 

Ultimately, WWI would introduce 

some major changes in warighter 
tactics and in the technologies,” 

Daemmrich said.

Additionally, the advent of Avia-

tion contributed a third dimension 

of warighting to augment ground 
and sea forces. Air power capa-

bilities provided the armed forces 

with the ability to ight over long 
distances that were previously un-

imaginable.

In World War II, memorable 

technological advances led to the 

creation and deployment of the 

atomic bomb, as well as to the in-

vention of the irst mine detector, 
Daemmrich added.

THE EVOLVING 

CHARACTER OF WARFARE

As technology continues to 

evolve, it will change the charac-

ter of warfare, Milley said. The 

Army must understand coming 

changes and adapt its organiza-

tional operating structure based on 

future technology deployment on 

the battleield and throughout the 
world.

Milley pointed out that one 

of the best examples of a funda-

mental change in war technology 

happened between World War I 

and World War II when the world 

shifted from human- and animal-

powered technologies to wheeled 

and tracked vehicles, airplanes, 

and radio communications tech-

nology.

The Germans’ ability to in-

novate technology and apply a 

martial doctrine that combined 

infantry, armor and artillery led to 

Blitzkrieg, Milley added. It pro-

vided them the operational and 

tactical advantage during the irst 
half World War II, as they overran 

Europe from 1939 to 1942.

“Today, we are in the middle of 

another change in the character of 

warfare,” he continued. “The re-

sult to which we don’t know yet, 

but at some future point in time, 

there is a very good possibility that 

whoever [brings] together these 

technologies, these ideas, in the 

most innovative way will prevail 

and their nation will be secure.”

“I am looking toward to the 

future and the security of this na-

tion,” Milley said. “We will need 

to continue to invent and innovate 

in order to secure the nation that 

has given us the liberties we have 

today.”

Military organizations that par-

ticipated in Invention Day at the 

Smithsonian included:

The Army Medical Research • 
and Material Command;

Army Natick Soldiers Research • 
Development and Engineering 

Center;

Army Communications Elec-• 
tronics Research, Development 

and Engineering Center;

Army Research Laboratory;• 
Army Research, Development • 
and Engineering Command;

Army Night Vision and Elec-• 
tronic Sensor Directorate;

Army Edgewood Chemical • 
Biological Center;

Army Corps of Engineers;• 
The Naval Research Labora-• 
tory;

Marine Corps NexLog; and• 
Defense Advanced Research • 
Projects Agency.

By Devon L. Suits

Army News Service

Army chief of staff discusses impact 
of technology at Military Invention Day

Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Milley receives a short explanation about dismounted Soldier power and the energy-harvesting technology 
currently in development at Military Invention Day held at the Smithsonian National Museum of American History May 20. 

PHOTO BY SGT. JAMILL FORD
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ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 has 

regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 

at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, call 

222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 hosts a 

dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 

p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.

andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 

Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the 

post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 

of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served Sundays, and 

games and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings 

are open to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and 

hails and farewells.  For more information, call 598-6211, 

598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of Commerce meets 

the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the 

Chamber of Commerce ofice in the Daleville Cultural and 
Convention Center. For more information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

ONGOING – The Wiregrass Museum of Art’s spring 

exhibitions, including “From Here to There: Printmaking 

in Alabama” and “documenting Blues: Photography,” 

will run through June 24.  WMA’s galleries are open to 

the public Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Private tours and 

activities can be arranged by appointment on Mondays 

and Tuesdays. 

ONGOING – Ballroom dancing lessons are offered 

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. at the Cultural Arts Center. Lessons 

will teach the Fox Trot, East Coast Swing, Rumba and 

Waltz. The cost will be $2 per person per night. For more 

information, call 791-9407.

ONGOING – Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3073 

Wiregrass Post membership meetings are at the post 

headquarters at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday of 

the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a ish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. 

Breakfast is served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post can 

host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells. 

ENTERPRISE

ONGOING – The Weevil City Cruisers Car Club 

hosts its monthly Cruise IN downtown in front of Milky 

Moo’s the irst Saturday of every month at 4:30 p.m. 
For more information on the club, send an email to 

weevilcitycruisers@gmail.com, visit www.facebook.com/

Weevilcitycruisers, or call 334-347-8680 or 334-477-

6806.

ONGOING – Reformers Unanimous, a national Christ-

centered addictions program headquartered in Rockford, 

Illinois, is starting a chapter in Enterprise. Faith Baptist 

Church, 4481 Rucker Boulevard, will host the program 

Fridays from 7-9 p.m. The program is open to all adults 

who struggle with an addiction. For more information, call 

790-2058.

ONGOING – Mondays through Thursdays each 

month, Aqua Zumba and EPRD water aerobics will be 

held by instructor Natalie Showers from 7-8 p.m. Price 

is $5 per class and registration is not required. For more 

information, call 348-2684.

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County Relay for Life 

meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens 

Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited to town hall meet-

ings on the irst Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING – Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 

a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 

a service ofice in the New Brockton Police Station at 
706 McKinnon Street. The ofice will assist veterans 
who were injured or disabled while in military service. 

DAV service oficers help veterans and their spouses with 
disability compensation claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, 

death beneits, VA medical care, Social Security disability 
beneits, veterans job programs, homeless veterans 
services and other veteran services. All veteran services 

are provided free of charge. For more information, call 

334-406-6700.  

 

ONGOING – Adult education classes are offered in 

Rm. 12 at New Brockton High School, 210 South Tyler 

St., Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes 

are free for individuals 16 years old or older who are 

not enrolled in public school. Individuals must take an 

assessment test prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for 

more information.

OZARK

ONGOING — The Ann Rudd Art Center offers free art 

lessons for children ages 5 and older. The young student 

class is Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon, and the adult-teen 

class is from 12:30-3 p.m. Slots are on a irst come, irst 
served basis. For more information, call 774-7922.

ONGOING – The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly 

meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. at 

the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more information, call 

477-6221 or email wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to the Cross Country 

Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 

Methodist Church. 

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City Council meets monthly 

the irst and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson 
Community Center. 

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 meets monthly 

on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust Company sponsors 

senior dance nights every Saturday night from 7-10 

p.m. at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex is 

transformed into a dance hall and features music from the 

40s, 50s, and 60s with inger foods and refreshments. 
For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

ONGOING – A German coffee takes place the last 

Thursday of every month except November at 10 a.m. at 

The Landing on Fort Rucker. The group has been meeting 

for more than 40 years.

JUNE 11 – The New Hope Freewill Baptist Church in 

Abbeville will host its annual youth day beginning at 2:30 

p.m. Pastor Rashad McIntyre of Outreach Ministries will 

deliver the sermon.  Refreshments will be served.

ONGOING – AMVETS Post 23 monthly meeting 

is held the second Thursday of each the month at 7 p.m. 

at the AMVETS Service Center, 203 MLK Dr., in Opp. 

For more information, call 334-493-0785 or visit www.

amvetspost23.com.

Wiregrass community calendar
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs
NASA in the Park

The fourth annual NASA in the Park 

event will be held June 17 from 10 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. at Big Spring Park East in 

downtown Huntsville. Admission is free. 

NASA and Marshal Space Flight Center 

representatives will show the public what 

they have been working on, as well as 

conduct experiments for people to watch.  

For more information, visit http://

www.downtownhuntsville.org/featured-

events/.

Helen Keller Festival

The 39th annual Helen Keller Festi-

val will be held June 22-25 in Tuscum-

bia. The event will kick off with a parade 

down Main Street and will also include 

musical artists, arts and crafts vendors, 

athletic events, and a car and truck show. 

Other events will include Keller Kids 

educational activities, historic tours and 

trolley rides.

For more information, visit http://www.

helenkellerfestival.com/.

USS ALABAMA living history

History will come alive aboard the USS 

Alabama when the ship’s living history 

crew reports for duty June 24-25 from 

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Mobile. The histori-

cal re-enactors will portray life aboard 

the ship during WWII. They will wear 

some of the ship’s original gear, conduct 

drills and even swab the deck. They will 

re-enact call to battle stations and simu-

late ighting enemy airplanes during the 
YAK attack using the restored 20mm and 

40mm guns mounted on the deck. The 

Deep South Amateur Radio Club will also 

broadcast live from the ship during drill 

weekends. Admission is free for children 

5 and younger, $6 for children ages 6-11 

and $15 for ages 12 to adult. 

For more information, visit http://www.

ussalabama.com/.

Purdy Butterly House 
The Huntsville Botanical Garden’s 

Purdy Butterly House is open through 
Sept. 30 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. The 

largest open air butterly house in the 
country features butterlies in a kaleido-

scope of colors, according to organizers. 

People can also see turtles sunning in the 

pond or digging in the dirt, and the But-

terly Discovery Cart helps visitors en-

counter even more wonder.

For more information, visit http://hs-

vbg.org/.

Alabama Blueberry Festival

Brewton will host the Alabama Blue-

berry Festival June 17 from 8 a.m. to 3 

p.m. The festival will feature arts and 

crafts, a car show, live entertainment, 

blueberries, blueberry bushes, cookbooks 

and food. There will also be a free chil-

dren’s play section. The festival is home 

of the “original” blueberry ice cream 

made especially for the festival, accord-

ing to organizers.

For more information, visit http://www.

brewtonchamber.com/.

Slocomb Tomato Festival

Slocomb will host its 28th annual toma-

to festival June 15-17. The event starts off 

with a city-wide prayer meeting June 15 

at 6 p.m. at the First Baptist Church. June 

16 there will be a karaoke contest. June 

17, the festivities begin with a parade at 

9 a.m. and then more entertainment at 

the festival grounds – with the headlining 

band, the Kentucky Headhunters, taking 

the stage at about 5 p.m.

For more information, visit http://slo-

combtomatofestival.org/2017/.

Juneteenth Celebration

Juneteenth is the oldest known com-

memoration of the ending of slavery in 

Texas, but is used to mark the overall 

ending of slavery in the United States, ac-

cording to the organizers of the Juneteenth 

Celebration scheduled for June 17 from 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m. in Montgomery.  Oficials 
will block off Montgomery Street between 

Lee and Molton for this irst celebration. 
The free event will feature local food and 

merchant vendors, performances and free 

tours of the Rosa Parks Museum. 

For more information, call 334-

241-8615 or visit www.facebook.com/

events/403539403336878.

Blue Angels Practice

People can observe the Blue Angels, 

the U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration 

Squadron, practice most Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays between March and No-

vember at the National Naval Aviation 

Museum viewing area in Pensacola, 

Florida. Practices typically begin at 

11:30 a.m. and last about an hour. The 

outside viewing area for the Blue An-

gels practice is located on the museum 

light line north of the museum. Signs 
are posted to direct visitors to viewing 

and parking locations, including limited 

parking for handicapped visitors. 

Open bleacher seating is available for 

1,000 people. Chair service is provided 

at each practice session –chairs are avail-

able for a fee of $3 per chair good for 

that day’s practice session. Concessions 

and merchandise are also available, and 

there is a 100-percent ID check for all 

visitors 16 years old and over to access 

the museum light line. Backpacks, day-

packs, luggage and similar items are not 

allowed on the light line. Small purses, 
bags containing medications, and dia-

per bags are allowed, but are subject to 

search by Naval Air Station Pensacola 

Security personnel. 

Cancellations due to weather or main-

tenance are made at the team’s discretion 

and may not be made until the morning 

of the practice.

For more information, visit http://

www.navalaviationmuseum.org/.

The Florida Panhandle Boat 

Show is scheduled for June 16-

18 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the 

Panama City Marina in Panama 

City, Florida. Power boats, sail 

boats, kayaks and marine acces-

sories of all types will be fea-

tured throughout the extended 

pier for dry space and in-water 

marina dock parking, according 

to organizers. The area’s indus-

try leaders will be showcasing 

their best for the boating and 

ishing enthusiasts of the south-

east region. Included in the $10 

adult paid admission will be 

viewing of new boats and ma-

rine accessories for all types of 

boating, boating safety seminars, 

Pier Jam Seafood Music Festival 

(Saturday and Sunday), live mu-

sic, cornhole tournament, stand-

up paddleboard demonstration, 

hands-on sailing techniques, Jet-

Pack Fly Board Guy demonstra-

tion and food vendors. 

Children under 16 will be 

admitted for free. For more 

information, visit http://www.

bayartsevents.com/event/the-

lorida-panhandle-boat-show/.

Army Flier

Staff Reports

Florida Panhandle hosts boat show
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ACCRA, Ghana – Caked in mud, drip-

ping with sweat and carrying minimal 

survival tools, Soldiers from the 1st Bat-

talion, 506th Infantry Regiment moved 

through the humid and thick brush of the 

Achiase Jungle during the Jungle Warfare 

School in Akim Oda May 20-29. 

The Soldiers were a component of U.S. 

Army Africa regionally aligned forces 

who participated in the training conducted 

by the Ghana Armed Forces. This is the 

irst time that an African country taught 
the USARAF’s regionally aligned forces. 

“In 1976, our forefathers and the mili-

tary high command also thought it wise 

to also establish a school to train the per-

sonnel of the Ghana Armed Forces in jun-

gle warfare, so that in case the situation 

arise where we have to apply ourselves in 

jungle warfare, we will be able to do so,” 

said GAF Maj. Jacob Codjoe, the school’s 

course commander. “So that is how the 

school came to be established to be able 

to train people.”

More than 55 U.S. Soldiers participated 

in the challenge survive in the harsh Gha-

naian jungle during the 10-day course. 

The GAF instructors equipped the stu-

dents with practical knowledge speciic to 
the local terrain and environment. 

“How to adapt themselves to jungle 

training is very dificult for them be-

cause their type of jungle in the U.S. is 

very different from the type of jungle that 

we have,” Codjoe said. “We have taught 

patrolling, which is a key to jungle train-

ing ... (we) also taught them how to ight 
insurgents in the jungle terrain, how to 

combat guerillas in jungle terrain, raid 

operations and attack on enemy camp op-

erations.”

The Soldiers, performing the various 

squad and platoon level tactics, quickly 

realized the dificulty in navigating the 
jungle and adjusting to the climate. 

“We’ve always been prepared for Iraq 

and Afghanistan and desert environments, 

and even the mountainous environments, 

so this is like nothing we’ve dealt with 

before,” said 2nd Lt. Hugh Smith, the 

platoon leader for D Company. “The ter-

rain and the thickness and how kind of 

unforgiving the jungle can be – they have 

to change and tweak things and make it 

a little different from what we do. There 

is no way we could prepare for the ter-

rain, there is no way we could prepare for 

the humidity, but we can be as physically 

ready as possible.”

According to GAF Sgt. Michael Agye-

mang, the JWS NCO in charge, the Amer-

cian Soldiers were determined to soak up 

knowledge from the expert jungle instruc-

tors. 

“It’s been a fast learning experience be-

tween myself and the students – they are 

just fast. Anything you tell them, they just 

grab it at once,” he said. 

Instructors pointed to a sign at the 

school stating “The Jungle is Neutral,” to 

explain that the jungle takes no sides – ev-

eryone within it is treated the same way. 

The American Soldiers learned tools to 

effectively navigate and make the jungle 

cooperate with them rather than against 

them, thereby increasing their readiness 

potential. 

Smith said of the course, “I think it’s 

deinitely enhanced the readiness. I think 
coming to a different environment a dif-

ferent terrain that we’ve never really dealt 

with before and learning the tactics, learn-

ing how to move, learning how to navigate 

through the jungle has very much helped 

us in our readiness.”

Soldiers faced multiple obstacles that 

challenged their alertness, such as navi-

gating the dense, visibility-limiting veg-

etation and uneven ground, traversing 

waist-deep ponds, crossing unstable im-

provised bridges and watching for hidden 

dangerous wildlife. 

“The instructors here at Jungle Warfare 

School take their job very, very serious-

ly. They treat everything we do as if it’s 

life or death because when you are in the 

jungle environment it really is,” said Spc. 

Bryan Young, an infantryman assigned to 

1st Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment. 

“You constantly have to be very vigi-

lant,” he said. “You have to look out for 

your surroundings – you have to be situ-

ationally aware. Otherwise, the jungle en-

vironment will eat you up.”

The fast-paced, physically and mentally 

demanding course accelerated the bond 

between the students and instructors. 

“This training has been extremely im-

portant to partnership operations, allow-

ing us to share out doctrine and tactics 

with the Ghanaian Armed Forces, as well 

as allow us to learn their tactics and doc-

trine, enhancing our ability to operate 

in the future, if necessary, as a cohesive 

group,” said Capt. Matthew Cavanaugh, 

the D Co. commander. 

“We know what to expect if we were to 

come to this country again and built those 

relationships,” he said, “allowing for more 

effective interoperability in the future.”

Sleep deprived, covered in ant bites and 

physically exhausted, the group relied on 

each other to boost effectiveness during 

the grueling course. The instructors moti-

vated the students through chants and the 

students rallied to inish the course. 
“I have enjoyed working with them 

because of the teamwork,” Codjoe said. 

“I’ve realized that even when they are not 

able to move, they encourage each other 

to be able to move through. Just like we 

witnessed today, they were able to sus-

tain themselves, which was very good for 

them. So, their teamwork has been very 

great.” 

The opportunity to participate in the 

training created lasting memories, accord-

ing to Young. 

“I will absolutely remember being at 

Jungle Warfare School for the rest of my 

life,” he said.

By Staff Sgt. Shejal Pulivarti

For Army News Service

JUNGLE WARFARE

Spc. Jake Burley, 1-506th Inf. Regt., 1st BCT, 101st Airborne Division, maneuvers through a river during United Accord 2017 at the Jungle Warfare School on 
Achiase military base, Akim Oda, Ghana, May 26. 

PHOTO BY SGT. BRIAN CHANEY

U.S. Soldiers enhance readiness through Ghana-led school

Ghanaian armed forces Cpl. Kingsley Anyeala explains rope climbing techniques to Spc. Jake Burley, 
1-506th Inf. Regt.

PHOTO BY SPC. VICTOR PEREZ VARGAS
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SILVER SPRING, Md. – Ameri-

cans rely on the U.S. military to keep 

them safe from human actors who 

would do them harm.

What Americans might not know 

is that some service members work 

around the clock to protect them 

from microscopic bad guys – deadly 

viruses and bacteria.

Personnel at the Walter Reed Army 

Institute of Research, a Defense De-

partment biomedical facility in Sil-

ver Spring, Md., are researching and 

developing vaccines that can save 

military and civilian lives.

DISEASE PREVENTION

The military has a personal interest 

in disease prevention. U.S. service 

members deploy to areas rife with 

malaria, Zika and other dangerous 

pathogens. Troop infections happen, 

and when they do they require costly, 

time-consuming medical leave and 

hospitalizations. Effective new vac-

cines can consequently be the key to 

healthier troops and better-operating 

units.

Civilians receive these treatments, 

too. Both Glaxo-Smith-Kline and 

Sanaria are close to rolling out new 

vaccines for malaria, a disease re-

sponsible for 300,000 deaths world-

wide every year. 

WRAIR is a research partner for 

both companies, and has been a 

proven research partner in the de-

velopment of every existing malaria 

medication on the market today, 

according to Kayvon Modjarrad, 

WRAIR’s director for emerging in-

fectious diseases.

“Every single licensed therapy for 

malaria has somehow made its way 

through Walter Reed Army Institute 

of Research at some point in its de-

velopment: it was tested, validated 

and developed within our institu-

tion,” Modjarrad said.

IMPORTANT VACCINES

WRAIR developed the irst effec-

tive licensed vaccine against men-

ingitis in the 1970s. And in recent 

years, WRAIR has tested several 

vaccines against Ebola, according 

to Modjarrad. One of these vaccines 

was used in communities in Guinea 

during the West African Ebola out-

break of 2014, with highly positive 

results.

“It did save lives,” Modjarrad con-

irmed. “Wherever we tested it, those 
people did not get Ebola.”

Modjarrad is co-leading a WRAIR 

program to develop a Zika vaccine. 

The program has made rapid prog-

ress, moving from an initial experi-

mental vaccine in early 2016 to a pre-

liminary human trial last November 

that is still screening new volunteers. 

Modjarrad attributed the fast turn-

around time to earlier work WRAIR 

researchers had done on vaccines for 

dengue and Japanese encephalitis, 

which are in the same family of vi-

ruses as Zika.

“We were able to use the knowl-

edge we had gained from that plat-

form and make a Zika vaccine with 

the same methods and the same gen-

eral platform,” Modjarrad said.

MILITARY-CIVILIAN 

PARTNERSHIP

WRAIR is also inishing trials of 
a vaccine for Middle East respiratory 

syndrome and is planning another 

malaria vaccine trial that will start in 

the fall of this year. The institute is 

also partnering with Themis-GmbH, 

an Austrian-based biotech company, 

to test a vaccine for chikungunya, 

a mosquito-borne disease that has 

appeared in countries in Africa, 

Asia, Europe, the Indian and Paciic 
oceans, and islands in the Caribbean. 

Although rarely fatal, it can leave in-

fected persons with long-lasting joint 

pain. And its vast geographic spread 

has caused military leaders signii-

cant concern for their troops.

“When you take a whole bunch 

of personnel and put them in an area 

where there’s ongoing chikungunya 

transmission, a lot of them will get 

sick at the same time. And then you 

can’t carry out your missions, be-

cause too many of your Soldiers are 

having joint pain,” said Paul Keiser, 

director of WRAIR’s viral diseases 

branch. “Not only do you have short-

term mission compromise, but you 

have long-term disability.”

Themis-GmbH CEO Erich Tauber 

praised WRAIR’s expertise at vac-

cine testing, which he said greatly ac-

celerated the chikungunya research. 

Tauber forecasts that the vaccine 

could be ready in less than ive years, 
thanks to WRAIR.

“The test that we used was very 

well established at WRAIR, and they 

have done this testing for us with 

exceptional expertise. WRAIR’s in-

volvement has greatly helped us to 

advance the project,” Tauber said.

PaxVax, a U.S.-based pharma-

ceutical company, is working on its 

own chikungunya vaccine but will 

work with WRAIR to carry out its 

next human clinical trial, according 

to John Smith, chief scientiic oficer 
at PaxVax. Smith credited WRAIR 

with providing “signiicant funding 
to further this vaccine effort.”

NETWORKS OF SUPPORT

WRAIR is DOD’s largest disease-

research center. But the institute 

doesn’t work alone. Fort Detrick hosts 
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Hundreds of Soldiers, family 

members, retirees and civilians 

came together to take part in a run 

to pay tribute to those who died 

while serving their nation, and to 

honor the families left behind.

The Directorate of Family, and 

Morale, Welfare and Recreation 

hosted the 2017 Survivors and 

Fallen Heroes 5k run in front of 

the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness 

Center Saturday to help keep 

those who sacriiced in service 
in the hearts and minds of those 

who enjoy the freedoms they 

fought for.

“Today is an opportunity for us 

to come together as a community, 

as a whole, as we represent over 

400 fallen service members in the 

Alabama and northwest Florida 

areas,” said Cheareice Thomas, 

Fort Rucker Survivor Outreach 

Services coordinator.

“We have so many Gold Star 

Family members who are in the 

local community, but also all 

across the state and northwest 

Florida. They live with the sac-

riice every single day,” added 
Beth Gunter, SOS inancial coun-

selor. “For people to understand 

that these families are here in our 

community and recognize the 

sacriice that they’ve given for 

us is very, very important. We 

just want to honor them and keep 

their service member’s memory 

alive.”

During the 5k run, runners were 

invited to wear gold stars with the 

names of the service members 

they wished to honor. For Rachel 

Wagner, Gold Star Family mem-

ber, she wasn’t running for just 

one Soldier, but many.

Wagner was running for her 

irst husband, CW2 David Aver-
ez, who was killed in an accident 

in Italy in 2007. She also ran with 

the names Capt. Christian Sko-

glund and Capt. Cartize Durham, 

who were also killed in the ac-

cident, and a family friend, Sgt. 

Phil Svitak.

“I think this is just a way to 

remember the sacriice that they 
made and that freedom is not 

free,” she said. “It’s very touch-

ing to me that people are out here 

running in honor of those Soldiers 

who have died.”

For Jessica Holmes, civil-

ian, who has never experienced 

the loss of an immediate family 

member, she felt it was her duty 

to come out and support those 

who had.

“I run a lot as just a hobby, but 

I igured this is a good way to run 
for a cause,” she said. “To be able 

to run in honor of so many who 

have given their lives for this 

country and our freedom is as 

good a cause as any. It’s a privi-

lege for me to be able to do so 

in their honor and to support the 

family members who have also 

sacriiced in their loss.”
Building that type of aware-

ness and community outreach is 

exactly what Thomas said is the 

purpose of the run – to help peo-

ple understand the sacriices the 
families have made, as well.

“When people see these Gold 

Star lapel pins on family members 

in the area, ask about it and tell 

others about it – we can’t stress 

that enough,” she said. “We want 

more and more [Gold Star Family 

members] to be able to come out 

and know that we’re supporting 

them.”

“The Gold Star Family mem-

bers want to talk about their 

service members,” she added.  

“If you see that Gold Star pin, 

ask about their service member 

and ask about the sacriice that 
they’ve given. It can give them 

signiicance and shows that their 
loved ones matter.”

Runners clad with gold stars representing fallen service members make their way through the course during the Survivors and Fallen 
Heroes 5k run Saturday at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

By Nathan Pfau

Army Flier Staff Writer

HONORING SACRIFICE

DOD vaccine research saves 
military, civilian lives

SEE VACCINE, PAGE D3

By Rick Docksai

Defense Media Activity

With the arrival of the warmer summer months, it’s 

time for people to start thinking about how to protect 

themselves from the sun.

According to the Centers for Disease Control, this 

year alone, more than 160,000 Americans are expected 

to be diagnosed with melanoma, the deadliest form of 

skin cancer.

The good news is most instances of skin cancer are 

preventable.

Skin cancer is the most common form of cancer in 

the United States with more than 3.5 million cases di-

agnosed annually. Ninety percent of all skin cancer di-

agnoses are associated with sun exposure. If you think 

your risk for developing skin cancer is low, the fact 

that one in ive Americans is diagnosed in their life-

time may prompt you to better care for your own skin 

and that of your family. 

“Sun safety is important for everyone. Anyone is at 

risk for skin cancer,” said Rich Gabehart, Lyster Army 

Health Clinic safety manager. “By simply taking a few 

precautions, it is easy to enjoy the great outdoors this 

summer while also protecting yourself from risks as-

sociated with sun exposure.”

Precautions people can take include the following. 

Wear clothing that covers skin – to include wear-• 
ing a wide-brimmed hat and sunglasses that adver-

tise ultra-violet radiation protection.

Wear protective clothing that contains a UV Pro-• 
tection Factor of 30 or greater.

Spend periodic time under a UPF umbrella.• 
Take advantage of shaded areas when possible, • 
particularly between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. when the 

sun is the most intense. 

Use plenty of sunscreen:

Choose a broad-spectrum sunscreen (UVA/• 
UVB);.

Choose a water-resistant sunscreen;• 
Select a sunscreen with a Sun Protection Factor 30 • 
or higher – SPF 30 provides protection from 97 

percent of UVB rays;

RISK 
REDUCTION

Col. Paul Keiser, director of Walter Reed Army Institute of Research’s Viral Diseases 
Branch, holds one of the insectary’s mosquito habitats at WRAIR in Silver Spring, Md., 
May 31.Around 250 adult mosquitoes live in each bucket. 

PHOTO BY RICK DOCKSAI

By Jenny Stripling

Lyster Army Health Clinic Public Affairs

CDC GRAPHIC

Fun in the sun 

includes protecting skin 

Survivors and Fallen Heroes 5K helps keep memories alive

SEE REDUCTION, PAGE D3
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the U.S. Army Medical Research Acquisi-

tion Activity, which also researches new 

pharmaceuticals and is aiding WRAIR and 

PaxVax’s vaccine-development efforts.

“It takes all of these activities working 

in concert to eficiently develop new vac-

cines,” Smith explained. “PaxVax very 

much appreciates the expertise that has 

been made available from each of these ac-

tivities, and has a high level of conidence 

that effective vaccines will result from the 

close interaction that has been possible in 

this partnership.”

Developing vaccines is expensive, and 

private-sector pharmaceutical companies 

are not always in a position to pursue them 

on their own. Private investment can be 

hampered, Keiser noted, because a vaccine 

a patient takes only once typically has a 

lower proit margin than that of a mainte-

nance drug that a patient takes repeatedly. 

WRAIR mitigates this problem, he add-

ed, by providing resources and support to 

advance a vaccine research program to a 

point at which large private companies will 

be interested in investing in them.

“By us funding further studies of the 

more-promising vaccine candidates, we 

can generate more data on how safe and 

effective they are. More data means less 

risk. And less risk makes it more likely 

that a drug company may pick them up,” 

he said.

As long as infectious diseases threaten 

the world, WRAIR will continue to sup-

port the rollout of effective safeguards 

against diseases, both for U.S. troops and 

for the civilians those troops protect.

“What we do is meant to be directly 

relevant for the warighter. But our work 
doesn’t stop there. It’s very much inte-

grated into global health. The products that 

we develop are broadly relevant not just to 

our service members, but the communi-

ties they’re serving in, as well,” Modjarrad 

said.

Apply it to the entire body – before you put on a • 
bathing suit to ensure full coverage – 30 minutes 

before sun exposure;

Re-apply every two hours or immediately after • 
swimming, toweling off or excessive sweating; and

Sunscreen is recommended for use on infants who • 
are 6 months or older.

Proper and routine sunscreen use helps prevent sun-

burn, reduce skin cancer risk and helps prevent early 

signs of skin aging. 

In addition to sun exposure protection, the American 

Cancer Society and the Skin Cancer Foundation rec-

ommend avoiding UV tanning booths, examining your 

skin once a month and seeing a physician once per year 

for a professional skin evaluation. 

During the monthly self-examination, you should 

look for spots or sores that itch, hurt, scab or bleed; 

an open sore that does not heal within two weeks; and 

a skin growth, mole, brown spot or beauty mark that 

changes in color or texture, increases in size or thick-

ness, is asymmetrical or irregular in border, is larger 

than 6 millimeters (size of a pencil eraser), or appears 

after age 21. 

Reducing your risk of skin cancer should become a 

matter of habit, part of the daily routine. 
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Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Fort Rucker Hunting Incentive Program

Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation offers a hunting 

incentive program to help control the coyote and fe-

ral pig population on post. The program is targeted 

to controlling these invasive species. The hunting 

runs through Aug. 31. The irst ive registered hunt-
ers who kill ive coyotes or 20 hogs and turn them 
in will be given a doe tag for deer season. In order to 

get credit for the kill and have it count towards the 

incentive, hunters must be signed into Hunt-Trac, so 

their location is known and can be veriied. Hunters 
will be allowed to email pictures in after hours to 

outdoor recreation with the hunter and the harvest 

killed in front of one of the weigh stations. Hunters 

on post are required to have an Alabama State Hunt-

ing Permit, a post hunting permit and must have 

completed the hunters’ education course. Hunting 

on Fort Rucker is open to the public. 

For additional information on how to participate, 

including the email addresses for emailing the pho-

tos, call 255-4305.

Deep sea ishing private charter
MWR Central is giving people the chance to 

kick off red snapper season on its private charter 

deep sea ishing trip June 24. 
The private charter is a 45-foot walk-around 

boat that heads out for a six-hour trip. The cost 

of the trip is $175 per person, and includes trans-

portation, bait, rod, reel, ishing license, ish 
cleaning and tip. Organizers recommend people 

bring a small cooler with drinks and snacks – no 

glass. The bus departs from Fort Rucker at 2 a.m. 

– time subject to change based on ishing condi-
tions. 

To register, call 255-2997 or 255-4305.

Independence Day Golf Tournament

Silver Wings Golf Course will host it Indepen-

dence Day Golf Tournament July 4. The format is 

four-person team scramble. Registration, a con-

tinental breakfast and range open at 7 a.m. An-

nouncements will be at 7:45 a.m. and there will be 

an 8 a.m. shotgun start. Entry fee is $45 for non-

members and $35 for members. Entry fee includes 

tournament course fees, range balls, tee gifts, tour-

nament meals and prizes. The tourney is open to 

the Public. 

For more information, call 255-0089.
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Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?
Contact Ron Sykstus NOW! rsykstus@bondnbotes.com 256-713-0221

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services

he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has

been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,

covering all areas of government concern including:
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No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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AIR BASE, Romania — A glow-

ing set of gloves lash about each 
other as two men circle warily. Us-

ing a succession of rapid jabs and 

calculated hooks, their feet dance 

in a concrete ring against the back-

drop of the Romanian sunset. Their 

earnest focus is directed at one an-

other, but the voice guiding them 

isn’t their own. They’re working 

off the lessons of Sgt. 1st Class Joel 

Vallete, their mentor.

Vallete is the signal section chief 

for Headquarters and Headquarters 

Company, 1st Battalion, 8th Infan-

try Regiment, 3rd Armored Brigade 

Combat Team, 4th Infantry Divi-

sion. After the duty day is through, 

he spends his free time training fel-

low Soldiers in the art of boxing.  

“I love being able to teach Sol-

diers about something I love. I’m 

really just here to spread knowledge 

about something that not everyone 

gets to do,” he said.

Hailing from Stockton, Califor-

nia, Vallete joined the Army at 27 

and found boxing soon after. He 

was introduced to it during a box-

ing smoker, which is a non-profes-

sional bout, in the early years of his 

military career.

“I was deployed and it all started 

with a boxing smoker. I did that at 

the age of 32, so I started real late in 

my life,” he recalled.

Although he took to training with 

a natural spark, his duties came 

irst, leaving him with little time for 
competition. Luckily, he was able 

to give himself to his passion in 

another way. He began coaching in 

2013. Giving his free time while on 

deployment to teach others about 

boxing allows him to spread some 

of the important life lessons the 

sport can teach. 

“Boxing taught me a lot of disci-

pline and a lot about myself as far 

as my physical capabilities, as well 

as my resilience. That’s something 

I can apply in the ring and in life,” 

he said. 

This eventually gave Vallete the 

opportunity to be hand-selected 

for a coaching position on the All-

Army Boxing Team, an opportu-

nity he accepted in a heartbeat. As 

a coach on that team, he went on 

to train with the boxers who would 

dominate the national competition, 

walking away with ive victories as 
a squad. 

Boxing wasn’t only a part-time 

passion for the NCO. He was able 

to ind ways to inject his boxing 
philosophy into his everyday life, 

and using that to help train his Sol-

diers in the ield and also offering 
them personal advice. 

“I know if you do take a hard hit 

you have to get back up and inish 
out the round. You have to inish 
what you started,” he said.

This style of teaching has reso-

nated deeply with his Soldiers and 

gained him admiration from all 

parts of his unit. 1st Sgt. Ernest 

Ramirez, company irst sergeant, 
spoke highly of Vallete’s effect on 

other Soldiers.

“Some of my Soldiers have been 

training with him and they come 

back and tell me [Vallete] gave us 

a good one today, irst sergeant.’ 
Overall, it’s a positive thing he’s 

doing here. He even trains my son 

back home, so his work means a 

great deal to me,” he said.

It’s no secret that the Soldiers 

trained by Vallete are grateful for 

his guidance. Even though they 

work hard, smiles are always 

shared in the ring. Vallete trains 

students for a variety of reasons, 

ranging from wanting to compete 

to just staying in shape. As long as 

they have a goal in mind he’ll work 

with them. He’s even taken on new 

students on his current deployment 

to Romania. It helps him spread his 

love for boxing and it shows in all 

of his trainees. 

By Pvt. Nicholas Vidro

For Army News Service

Sgt. 1st Class Joel Vallete, signal section chief of Headquarters Company, 1-8th 
Inf. Regt., 3rd ABCT, 4th Inf. Div., conducts boxing mitt drills with one of his train-
ees May 11 at Mihail Koglanicenau Air Base, Romania. 

PHOTO BY PVT. NICHOLAS VIDRO

All-Army boxing coach teaches deployed Soldiers
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