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From the most seasoned warighting machines to aircraft 
that have never seen service, the story of Army Aviation 
history is on display at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

One of those pieces, the VCH-34 Choctaw “Army One” 
helicopter, tells the story of pilots and presidents who irst 
utilized rotary-wing Aviation for transport, according to 
Bob Mitchell, U.S. Army Aviation Museum curator.

Army One was the irst oficial presidential helicopter 
that was put in service to transport President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, said Mitchell. The helicopter was originally an 
H-34 designed by Sikorsky – devised to meet certain naval 
anti-submarine doctrine, but the Army quickly became in-
terested in the aircraft as a means of transportation since it 
was able to carry up to 16 passengers at a time.

By 1958, the Choctaw became the main transport heli-
copter for the Army and was deployed with units overseas, 
including in the Vietnam Conlict where it served as a trans-
port and evacuation vehicle.

Before the Army took an interest in the H-34, there was a 
need for a helicopter to transport the President of the United 
States, and thus the Army organized the Executive Flight 
Detachment in 1957 with the purpose of providing then-
President Eisenhower with helicopter transportation. 

“They’re meant to facilitate the transfer of the president 
and his staff,” said Mitchell. “That unit was designated spe-
ciically for that aircraft.”

The irst Army presidential pilot was then-Major William 
A. Howell, who also went on to become the U.S. Army 
Aviation Museum’s irst curator, he added. Another notable 
pilot well known to Fort Rucker was CW4 William L. Ruf, 
who now has a street named after him on the installation.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

The VCH-34 presidential helicopter, designated ‘Army One’ was modified from a H-34 Choctaw helicopter to include floatation devices in case 
the aircraft had to be put down over water. Army One currently sits in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.
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PRESIDENTIAL DISPLAY

During the early Monday morning hours, Capt. Matthew 
Rosebaugh strapped on a 50-pound ruck sack and stepped 
out the door to close the book on the goal of a 100-mile 
march.

Rosebaugh, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
1st Battalion, 223rd Aviation Regiment, used his mentor’s 
struggle with cancer to fuel a more than 100-mile, 50-pound 
ruck sack march to support the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society’s cancer research efforts.

To protect the individual’s privacy, the mentor’s name is 
not used in this article.

“I met him in 2008, and he has been a part of every deci-
sion I have made throughout my career. He was an active-
duty Aviation oficer – UH-1, UH-72 and UH-60 – for 
more than 12 years and now an (Army Reservist).”

According to Rosebaugh, his mentor was diagnosed 
with Hodgkin’s lymphoma in February 2016 and under-
went chemotherapy from February until July 2016. He has 
been in remission since August.

“If he stays in remission until August of this year, he has 
a 93 percent chance of being cured at the ive-year mark,” 
Rosebaugh said. “He is a phenomenal person, leader, hus-
band, father and leader in the LLS community.”

His mentor was approached soon after completing che-
motherapy, according to Rosebaugh, to become part of the 
LLS community and contribute to cancer research funding 
efforts. 

“He was nominated and accepted to help build a team 
who would try to fund 1,000 hours of research,” Rose-
baugh said. “While maybe not the most ever raised for the 
LLS, this goal is signiicantly higher than many we have 
seen. However, it was due, in part, to the research provided 
by the LLS that he was able to overcome the Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma so quickly. This is something that has made a 
difference in his life, my life and the lives of countless oth-
ers.”

How did Rosebaugh decide a march would be his con-
tribution to the Team 1,000’s effort to fund 1,000 hours of 
research?

“The campaign actually runs from April 4 to June 8, but 
as I am leaving in a few weeks, I had limited time to sup-
port the team,” he said. “I told (his mentor) that I had a 

solid month to support and wanted to do something that 
had a story, was a goal to reach and made me spend signii-
cant time supporting the team. By doing this, I could get 
people to support me for every mile or do a one-time dona-
tion throughout the event. The 100 miles coincides with the 
$100 an hour that the LLS funds to researchers to ind new 
treatments and a possible cure for blood-borne cancers.”

And so Rosebaugh began logging miles on post, setting 
a goal to reach 100 miles before transitioning to the Army 
Reserve.

“All of my rucking has been on Fort Rucker,” he said. “I 
wanted my last leg to be from the main post gym to Ozark 
Gate to Enterprise Gate and then back to the main post 
gym. Starting at 5 a.m., I would be able to hopefully bring 
awareness and interest to everyone entering Fort Rucker 
from physical training hours until start of business for the 
day.

“I knew that I needed to do at least 25 miles per week 
and broke that into six day increments to have a rest day,” 
he added. “I needed to average about 4 miles per day to do 
it. I would start at 5 a.m. to make sure it did not interfere 
with work or family, and made sure that I put in miles every 
day.”

Rosebaugh knew the challenge would be dificult, but 
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The interior of the VCH-34 presidential helicopter ‘Army One’ was outfitted with carpet, airplane 
seats and curtains to accommodate the transportation of President Dwight D. Eisenhower. Army 
One currently sits in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.
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Capt. Matthew Rosebaugh (right), HHC, 1-223rd Avn. Regt., com-
pletes the last leg of his ruck sack march Monday with support from 
Staff Sgt. Doug Medford, also with HHC, 1-223rd Avn. Regt., and Fort 
Rucker Team RWB athletics director.  

Soldier marches 100 miles to support cancer research

Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, U.S. Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding 
general, spoke to Army Reserve Oficers Training 
Corps cadets, their families and friends during the 
commissioning ceremony for the 2017 graduating 
class at Alabama’s oldest four-year public university 
May 12.

Ten cadets of the University of North Alabama 
Army ROTC “Lion Battalion” in Florence, Ala. 
were commissioned as 2nd Lieutenants during the 
ceremony. The oath of ofice was administered, fol-
lowed by the pinning on of bars of gold, irst salute 
and presentation of ceremonial coin.

Just before cadets raised their right hands, Gayler 
in his remarks said it was a privilege to be part of the 
moment marking the irst steps of a journey of hon-
orable professional service to come. He relected on 
his own experience when he was commissioned as 
2nd Lieutenant at University of North Georgia, and 
admonished the cadets to pay attention to the words 
of the oath of ofice.

“This is a huge day,” Gayler told the cadets. “In a 
few moments you’re going to have an opportunity to 
promise and swear an oath that you will support and 
defend the Constitution of the United States. 

“Nowhere in that oath does it say you swear an 
allegiance to a person, a king, a body or entity. You 
will swear an oath to an ideal codiied in writing on 
paper that guarantees liberties and freedoms for our 
nation. That is hugely important. Pay attention to the 
words. They matter,” Gayler said.

Taking the obligation freely is about a sense of 
volunteerism and selless service that the nation was 
founded on, he said.

“Our army is a profession. You have already 
distinguished yourselves from other civilians and 
classmates. Less than one percent of our nation has 
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Then-Major William A. Howell was the Army’s first 
presidential pilot for President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, and later became the curator for the U.S. 
Army Aviation Museum.



You’re at a job interview and 
everything seems to be going 
smoothly. Then, all of a sudden, 
the interviewer asks you, “Why 
should I hire you for this job?” 

This is one of those really tough 
questions that will probably come 
up during every job interview.  
How do you go about answer-
ing a question like this without 
sounding boastful? 

Well, the irst thing you want to 
project is that you are conident, 
but not cocky. The difference is 
that when you’re conident, you 
can give examples of how you 
did things in the past that prove 
you can do them in the future. Be-
ing cocky is moving beyond over 
conidence and into arrogance. It 
is an attitude that says you can do 
this job better than anyone else 
can, even though you may have 
never done it before. 

Being conident in your abili-
ties is good. Being cocky and ar-
rogant will quickly turn an inter-
viewer off. 

Ask yourself, what is the inter-
viewer really trying to uncover 
by asking you a question like 
this? The interviewer is asking 
for assurance that you can per-

form the duties of the new job. 
This is where past performance is 
deemed a good predictor of future 
behavior. 

So, have three or four examples 
ready to share at the interview 
that prove that you can do or have 
done a similar job and the out-
come of the job. This means you 
need to know what the job entails. 
You can ind the job requirements 
in the job description.

Also, know what personal char-
acteristics the company is looking 
for in the person they want to hire 
and tell them what they want to 
hear. Just don’t get cocky. Do it 
subtly by using examples and 
outcomes.

At this time, the interviewer is 
probably interviewing more can-
didates for the job than just you. 
They are trying to ind out what 
makes you a better candidate than 
the others. Your well thought out 
examples will prove to them that 
you have what it takes to get the 
job done. Normally, the best-qual-
iied candidate who tells the inter-
viewer more of what they want to 
hear will get the job. So, antici-
pating the question and practicing 
your answer is the best strategy 
for preparing for this question. 

If you need some suggestions 
to consider when preparing ex-

amples to share with the inter-
viewer, remember that they will 
probably be interested in hearing 
about how you did more with 
less; improved processes; saved 
money, time or other resources; 
met or exceeded established goals 
and objectives; improved team-
work; communications; or solved 
problems. Preparation is your key 

to success! 
Now that you know how to go 

about answering a tough ques-
tion such as this, remember that 
this is only one possibility. There 
are many more tough questions 
that you need to anticipate and be 
prepared to answer before you go 
for that job interview. Your SFL-
TAP Center hosts Department of 

Labor workshops that address 
interviewing skills, as well as nu-
merous other topics.

Transitioning service members 
and their spouses are encouraged 
to sign up for these classes to 
learn more about the job search 
process. Call the Soldier for Life 
Center at 255-2558 for more in-
formation. 
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Perspective

Cody Lensmeyer, 

civilian

“Wear plenty of sunscreen.” “If you’re going to be in the 
sun for long periods, make sure 
you ind a shady place to rest.”

“If it looks like it’s going to 
storm, don’t go in the water.”

 “Take plenty of breaks when 
swimming and make sure you 
eat properly and stay hydrated 
throughout the day.”

Sybil Little, 

military family member

Jordan Baskins, 

civilian
Waheedah Varela, 

military spouse

“Remember to drink lots of 
water.”

Annette Swensen, 

military spouse

By Bryan Tharpe

Fort Rucker Soldier for Life Center

TRANSITION

ACE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy
Have the courage to ask the question, but stay • 
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you • 
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy
Remove any means that could be used for self-• 

injury.
Calmly control the situation, do not use force.• 
Actively listen to produce relief.• 

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.• 
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a behavioral • 
health professional or a primary care provider.

Outdoor recreation is hosting a 
Day on the Lake Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. What should people 
remember when planning a day in 

the sun or out on the water?

“

”
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Expert: interviewing skills a key to landing a job



WASHINGTON — Active-du-
ty Soldiers have until Tuesday to 
apply for the Selective Retention 
Bonus Program, which has some 
new sweeteners added as a way to 
entice those now on active duty to 
continue serving.

For some Soldiers, re-enlistment 
during the two-week period will 
mean lump-sum bonuses – extra 
money to spend over the summer 
months, perhaps. For others, de-
pending on their military occupa-
tional specialty, it might be better 
to wait until the window closes, 
said Sgt. Maj. Mark A. Thompson, 
who serves as the senior Army ca-
reer counselor with Army G-1.

WAIT, OR GRAB IT NOW?

Human Resources Command 
released Military Personnel Mes-
sage 17-153 “Selective Retention 
Bonus Program,” May 10. The 
new message describes in detail 
the latest plans to encourage Sol-
diers to stay in the Army through 
the use of re-enlistment bonuses.

According to the message, 22 

MOSs will be removed from the 
SRB list, with the 11B infantry-
man, Skill Level 1, being the larg-
est group affected. Thompson said 
Soldiers serving in those 22 MOSs 
should take the bonus offered by 
the Army now, because after the 
two-week window closes, they 
will no longer be qualiied to re-
ceive it.

On the other hand, 35 MOSs 
have been added to the SRB list. 
However, those Soldiers will need 
to wait in order to take advantage 
of the bonuses, he said.

The great news is that the 
$13,000 “kicker” for Soldiers with 
a iscal year 2017 expiration of 
term of service remains for all of 
the bonuses listed in the MILPER, 
he said, explaining that a kicker is 
money in addition to the bonus.

For example, an 11B specialist 
who goes for the SRB now would 
be eligible for both a Tier 3 bonus 
of $3,000 for a three-year re-enlist-
ment, as well as a $13,000 kicker. 
The $16,000 would be delivered in 
a lump sum, or all at once, to the 
Soldier, Thompson said.

Thompson urged eligible Sol-
diers to read the MILPER message 

to determine what changes affect 
them and to see their servicing ca-
reer counselors as well, posthaste.

OTHER ENHANCEMENTS

Three important and improved 
developments have been added to 
the retention plan spelled out in the 
MILPER, Thompson said.

First, the bonus chart has been 
formatted in a new way, he said. 
In past messages, there have been 
two tables. Now, there is just one. 
The change, he said, is designed to 
make it easier for Soldiers to un-
derstand what they may or may not 
be qualiied for when it comes to 
incentives.

Second, there’s a chance for 
Soldiers to get incentive pay for 
reclassifying into a critically-short 
MOS and going to a speciic loca-
tion, he said.

For example, say a Soldier is 
currently assigned to Fort Hood, 
Texas, as a 15B aircraft power 
plant repairer. He or she is airborne 
qualiied but not in an airborne unit. 
That Soldier can receive incentive 
money to change MOSs and be as-
signed to an airborne unit, which 
most likely would be Fort Bragg, 

North Carolina, but could also be 
Fort Carson, Colorado, or a couple 
of other locations, Thompson said.

That Soldier would get the in-
centive money once he or she 
graduates from advanced individ-
ual training and is assigned to an 
airborne position, he said.

The third improvement is that 
all Soldiers who re-enlist will see 
an increase in the amount of stabi-
lization, Thompson said. Previous-
ly, Soldiers re-enlisting for at least 
three years would get 12 months’ 
stabilization. Under the new policy, 
any Soldier with an FY17 ETS can 
re-enlist and get up to 36 months 
stabilization, depending on how 
many years they re-enlist.

Thompson said that Soldiers 
and families around the force 
have told the sergeant major of the 
Army that increased stabilization 
is something they wanted.

GOOD NEWS FOR THOSE 

NOT SRB ELIGIBLE

Active-duty Soldiers not eligible 
for an SRB can still get something 
from the FY17 ETS fund, Thomp-
son said, listing the amounts:

$10,000 for a three-year re-en-• 

listment;
$15,000 for a four-year re-en-• 
listment;
$20,000 for a ive-year re-en-• 
listment;
$25,000 for a six-year re-enlist-• 
ment;
$5,000 for a 12- to 22-month • 
extension; and
$7,500 for a 23-month exten-• 
sion.

Thompson explained that the 
ETS fund is something that has 
never been done before. The gen-
esis of the ETS fund came out of 
the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act of 2017, signed Dec. 27, 
which mandated an end-strength 
increase of the active component 
of the Army to 476,000, which is 
an increase of 16,000 Soldiers.

The ETS fund is designed to re-
tain more Soldiers to get to that in-
crease by the end of FY17, he said. 
Increased accessions is the other 
spigot to get to that number.

Thompson said bonuses, incen-
tives and other details spelled out 
in the MILPER boil down to shap-
ing a ready force with the right 
skills in the right locations at the 
right time.

The Atlantic hurricane season 
oficially begins June 1 with ac-
tivity spiking from mid-August 
through mid-October, according 
to the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration.

And although Mother Nature’s 
wrath can devastate lives and prop-
erty, people can minimize their 
vulnerability to disaster through 
preparation, said Willie Worsham, 
Fort Rucker emergency manager.

According to NOAA, an aver-
age of 12 tropical storms, six of 
which become hurricanes, form 
over the Atlantic Ocean, Carib-
bean Sea, or Gulf of Mexico dur-
ing the hurricane season that runs 
through Nov. 30 each year. 

For the South, tornadoes tradi-
tionally are the cause for alarm, 
and although not very common, 
hurricanes can bring devastat-
ing weather to the South, includ-
ing tornadoes, with other dangers 
like thunderstorms, lightning and 
looding, Worsham said.

Hurricanes are warm-core, low 
pressure systems that develop over 
tropical or subtropical waters and 
are powered by heat from the sea, 
according to the NOAA website. 
In order for a hurricane to occur, 
the right conditions must be in 
place, including warm ocean wa-
ter, a cooling atmosphere, most air 
and other factors.

“The key to successfully navi-
gating Mother Nature’s nastiness 
is preparedness,” said the emer-
gency manager. “Make sure that 
you have a plan.”

Worsham suggests that people 
visit the Ready Army website, 
which gives people all sorts of in-
formation on what to expect, how 
to make a kit and how to prepare 
for severe weather seasons and 
even hurricane season.

The irst step is to be informed, 
said Worsham. 

Many emergencies, like power 
outages, disease outbreaks and 
manmade accidents can happen 
anywhere. But certain disasters 
are more likely in some places 
than others. At Fort Rucker, a bliz-
zard is less likely than a hurricane, 
so the irst information residents 
should gather is how to prepare 
for severe weather caused by hur-
ricanes, he said.

Ready Army recommends un-
derstanding the local mass warn-
ing systems that oficials will use 
to inform people on weather con-
ditions. At Fort Rucker, the agen-
cies that warn of natural hazards 
are the National Weather Service 
and the U.S. Geological Survey. 
Part of being informed is know-
ing how to receive information 
from these agencies, said Wor-
sham, adding that it is a good idea 
to have a backup way of receiving 
information in case a primary sys-
tem goes down.

Being informed also means 
people knowing where evacuation 
points are located in the event they 
cannot get home or their current 
location becomes unsafe. Ready 
Army suggests people also know 
what circumstances would require 
evacuation and when they should 
shelter in place.

Accountability is a key part of 
the Army, and in a disaster this 
does not change. People should 
know the way they will contact 
their unit and receive instructions 
in the event of a disaster.

The next step is to make a plan. 
Ready Army suggests that peo-

ple keep their plans practical and 
tuned to likely disasters that they 
might face. People should take the 
information they learned in the 
irst step and talk about what their 
family plan is in each different di-
saster scenario. People should take 
into account how they will react 
if it is a weekend, as opposed to 
a workday, if their children are at 
school, or if an evacuation is or-
dered and sheltering in place is no 
longer an option.

Building a kit is the next step in 
Ready Army’s list. A kit is nothing 
more than the supplies that people 
and their families will need over a 
three-day period. That is the esti-
mated time it might take to clear 
roads, restore power or have emer-
gency crews reach people.

After a disaster, emergency 
responders will address critical 

needs irst and might not be able to 
get to people right away. A disaster 
kit will allow people to take care 
of themselves and their families, 
freeing up emergency responders 
to focus on the critically injured 
and restoring infrastructure.

Ready Army suggests people 

have multiple kits in different lo-
cations, like their car, ofice and 
home, because they never know 
where they will be when disaster 
strikes.

The inal step is to get involved. 
For more information, visit 

http://www.rucker.army.mil/
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News Briefs
Vacation Bible School

Fort Rucker Religious Services will host its 
Vacation Bible School June 5-9 from 8:30-11:30 
a.m. at the main post chapel complex – Bldg. 
8939 and Bldg. 8940 – for children in grades 
kindergarten through sixth. The theme is Secrets 
in the Sand and the event will feature Bible les-
sons, crafts, music, recreation, snacks and daily 
celebrations. The children will focus on learning 
about the Bible and also develop close friends 
within the chapel while having a great time, ac-
cording to organizers. 

Volunteers are needed to help make VBS a 
success. To register, volunteer or get more infor-
mation, call 255-3946 or 255-2989.

Pay ofice closure
Starting Wednesday, the Defense Military 

Pay Ofice will begin closing at 12:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. Also, beginning May 30, DMPO 
ofice hours will change to 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Mondays-Tuesdays, 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, and 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Thurs-
days and Fridays.

Memorial Day ceremony

Fort Rucker will host its Memorial Day cer-
emony May 26 at 8:30 a.m. at Veterans Park. In 
case of inclement weather, the ceremony will 
take place in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

AER closing ceremony

The Army Emergency Relief fundraising cam-
paign closing ceremony is scheduled for May 31 
at 2 p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

Pharmacy change

The Lyster Army Health Clinic Pharmacy no 
longer accepts drop-off forms for all reill re-
quests. It is mandatory to phone in all prescrip-
tion reills. Call 1-877-520-1623 or 334-255-
7671.

Change of responsibility

The 1st Aviation Brigade will host a change 
of responsibility ceremony June 14 at 8:30 a.m. 
at Howze Field.

Clinic closure

Lyster Army Health Clinic will close June 23 
at 11:30 a.m. The pharmacy and lab will also 
close at this time. Lyster will remain open all day 
June 21.

Weight control

The Lyster Army Health Clinic Fit for Perfor-
mance Weight Control Program consists of six 
sessions taken over a six- to 12-week period. 

The program is available to all active-duty 
military, retirees and family members. Classes 
are held on Tuesdays from 9-11 a.m. or 1-3 p.m. 

For more information, call 255-7986.

Thrift shop

The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednes-
days-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted 
items. People can drop off donations at any time 
in the shed behind the shop (former Armed Forc-
es Bank building) located in front of the theater 
next door to the bowling alley. Donations are tax 
deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

Lyster update

People are welcome to check out the Lyster 
Army Health Clinic Facebook Page for the 
Healthy Tip of the Day and important clinic in-
formation, such as class dates and times.

The Lyster Twitter feed is at @LysterAHC.

ID card section closure

The Fort Rucker ID Card Section will close 
from 2:15-4:15 p.m. for training the second 
Wednesday of every month.

By Nathan Pfau

Army Flier Staff Writer

BE PREPARED

PHOTO BY JENNY STRIPLING

Sgt. Maj. Conrad Walters accepts the MEDDAC guidon from Lt. Col. Jon Baker, commander of Lyster 
Army Health Clinic, during a change of responsibility ceremony May 10 at the U.S. Army Aviation Mu-
seum. Walters assumed command from the outgoing senior enlisted adviser, Sgt. Maj. Kevin Zites. 

C HA NG E O F RESPO NSIBILITY

By David Vergun

Army News Service

New incentives bundled into retention bonus program

ARMY GRAPHIC

Preparation key to minimizing Mother Nature’s wrath 



WASHINGTON — When a commander needs a ca-
pability, there’s an expectation that the contractor hired 
to provide that capability “is going to come trained to be 
able to execute that mission and step up immediately, just 
like it’s a tank company or some other entity that can hit 
the ground running,” said Jay T. Carr.

Carr serves as executive director for Army Contracting 
Command, or ACC, at Rock Island Arsenal, Illinois. He 
manages about $80 billion in contracts for the Army each 
year. He spoke last month during an Association of the 
United States Army-sponsored forum on contracting.

While contractors must be experts in the duties they are 
hired to perform, contracting oficers who manage those 
contracts cannot be expected to be complete experts at 
the product their contractors are delivering, Carr said. But 
those same oficers do need to understand the require-
ments well enough to communicate them back and forth 
between industry and the military customer.

In order to be effective, contractors need to be encour-
aged to engage with the government early in the planning 
process and throughout the cycle of the contract, he said.

Commanders on the ground are not trained in writing 

requirements, Carr said. So it is up to those in ACC to 
help them articulate their requirements. There’s room for 
improvement in that area.

“We have a vested interest ... to do everything we can 
do to get to that end state so it’s one less thing command-
ers have to worry about on the battleield,” he said.

Maj. Gen. James E. Simpson, commander of ACC, 
said, “contracting is a complex ield and getting stuff 
quicker to Soldiers takes a culture change from all of us, 
especially ACC. We have to work a year or two out to de-
velop the requirements and that takes an integrated team 
of the engineers, contracting oficers, program managers, 
the legal team and so on, meeting weekly or monthly to 
get the contracting package together, and then get good 
solicitations, industry bids and good requirements.”

Simpson said that bad requirements result in expensive 
modiications and lengthy delays. It’s the Soldiers on the 
ground and the taxpayers who pay the price for that.

In developing requirements packages there are a lot of 
templates out there that can be useful to the customer, 
he said. 

“We have to make sure the customer knows where 
they’re at and help them understand how each one can it 
what they’re trying to do,” he said.

“That goes back to communication, communication 

and communication,” Simpson said. “We at the Army 
Contracting Command cannot do enough of that. We 
have to stay focused on that.”

Simpson also said personnel at ACC are working to im-
prove accountability for the contracts they are responsi-
ble for. Accountability on a contract might mean ensuring 
that new contracts for services are in place well before old 
contracts expire. For example, if it’s known that a grass 
cutting contract on Fort Belvoir, Virginia, will expire on 
Dec. 1, 2018, the contracting oficer needs to be working 
a year out to have the follow-on contract awarded in time 
so there is no lapse in service.

“Get stuff in early,” Simpson said “This is about doing 
what’s best for our Army. It’s what we should all strive 
for.”
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Have a family disas-•฀
ter plan and supply 

kit. 

Build or identify a •฀
safe room in your 

home. 

Purchase and use a •฀
NOAA weather radio 

with a tone alert fea-

ture. This will alert 

you to warnings is-

sued by your local 

National Weather 

Service office. 

Army: Commanders expect contractors to deliver capability
By David Vergun

Army News Service
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK CINEMAS 10
100 New Ce฀tre Drive • E฀terprise, AL 36330

Web Site: clarkci฀emas.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest

— May 19 - 26, 2017 —

1 GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY: VOL. 2
PG13 • 3D • 7.1 AuD฀o

M-F: 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00
S-S: 1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00

2 KING ARTHUR:
LEGEND OF THE SWORD
PG13 • 7.1 AuD฀o

M-F: 4:00, 6:50 & 10:00
S-S: 1:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 10:10

3 THE FATE OF THE FURIOUS
PG13 • 7.1 AuD฀o

M-F: 4:10, 7:10 & 10:10
S-S: 1:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 10:10

4 THE BOSS BABY PG • 7.1 AuD฀o

M-F: 4:15 & 6:45 • S-S: 4:15 & 6:45
HOW TO BE A LATIN LOVER PG13 • 7.1 AuD฀o

M-F: ฀:15 • S-S: 1:15 & ฀:15
5 GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY: VOL 2

PG13 • 7.1 AuD฀o AnD BAS formAt

M-F: 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00
S-S: 1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00

6 ALIEN: COVENANT • R • 7.1 BAS formAt

M-F: 4:20, 7:20 & 10:10
S-S: 1:20, 4:20, 7:20 & 10:10

7 KING ARTHUR:
LEGEND OF THE SWORD
PG13 • 3D • 7.1 AuD฀o

M-F: 4:00, 6:50 & 9:30
S-S: 1:20, 4:00, 6:50 & 9:30

8 EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING
PG13 • 7.1 AuD฀o

M-F: 4:15, 6:45 & 9:15
S-S: 1:20, 4:15, 6:45 & 9:15

9 SnAtcheD • R • 7.1 AuD฀o

M-F: 4:20, 6:45 & 9:00
S-S: 2:00, 4:20, 6:45 & 9:00

10 D฀Ary of A w฀mpy k฀D:
THE LONG HAUL
PG • 7.1 AuD฀o

M-F: 4:20, 7:10 & 9:30
S-S: 1:20, 4:20, 7:10 & 9:30

FORT BLISS, Texas — There 
was a lot to discuss at TRADOC’s 
fourth State of NCO Development 
Town Hall. But what seemed to 
grab the most attention and ques-
tions from noncommissioned of-
icers was the proposed Expert 
Action Badge.

The Expert Action Badge re-
cently went through a concept 
evaluation at Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Washington. It is 
meant to test Soldiers on their 
Warrior Tasks and Battle Drills, 
but many of the details are still to 
be inalized, including whether it 
will even keep the name of Expert 
Action Badge.

Though the Expert Infantry-
man Badge and Expert Field 
Medical Badge already exist, the 
Army wants to create a badge 
that validates the warrior skills 
of the vast majority of Soldiers 
who aren’t in infantry or medical 
military occupational specialties, 
said Command Sgt. Maj. Michael 
Gragg, command sergeant major 
at the U.S. Army Center for Initial 
Military Training at Fort Eustis, 
Virginia.

“We’ve had a badge since 1945 
for the infantrymen to validate 
their infantry arts,” Gragg said. 
“We’ve had a badge since 1965 
for medical personnel to vali-
date their medical arts. What we 
don’t have is something for the 
other 75 percent of the Soldiers 
who are out there to validate their 
proiciency in their basic Soldier 
skills. So what we want to do is 
offer them the opportunity to vali-
date their basic Soldier skills to a 
professional level.”

The idea for the badge was 
unveiled in March by Command 
Sgt. Maj. David Davenport, com-
mand sergeant major at U.S. Army 
Training and Doctrine Command. 
The online forums for the town 
hall showed many NCOs were 
skeptical, with many complaining 
that the badge would be too easy 
to get.

“I know there are some 
thoughts out there that it’s going 
to be, ‘Everybody gets it,’” Gragg 
said. “No. It’s not a participation 
trophy. The infantryman does his 

infantry tasks every day, but yet 
only about 25 percent of them get 
the badge when they go compete 
for it. All we’re saying is that on 
an annual basis a unit would be 
able to offer the opportunity for 
their Soldiers to compete and 
certify in their Warrior Tasks and 
Battle Drills to a professional lev-
el and earn a badge saying, ‘I am 
expert in my skill set.’ Not saying 
you’re going to get it because I 
can guarantee you there will not 
be a 100 percent pass rate.”

The badge would be an op-
portunity for superior Soldiers 
to step up and show their skills, 
said Command Sgt. Maj. Scott 
Schroeder, command sergeant 
major at U.S. Army Forces Com-
mand at Fort Bragg, North Caro-
lina.

“Everybody should go out 
and seek opportunities for excel-
lence,” Schroeder said. “I have 
much more respect for somebody 
who steps up, goes out and works 
to earn an Expert Action Badge, 
and perhaps fails, versus some-
body who just says, ‘I’m not go-
ing to do that.’” 

As the online discussion fo-
rums sometimes became heated, 
Gragg asked NCOs to control 
their emotions and look at the 
big picture. The big picture is the 
Army comes away more prepared 
to take on modern conlicts.

“We get to the base of the 
mountain and from there you can 
only see the peak of it,” Gragg 
said. “But once you get to the top 
of the mountain, you can see the 
entire picture. I would ask them 
to climb the mountain and see the 
entire picture. We’re not trying 
to cheapen anything. What we’re 
trying to do is enhance our Army. 
We’re trying to increase Soldier 
readiness. We want that infantry 
brother, when he or she is out 
there on a guard post, when the 
guard comes to relieve them, that 
the individual who comes up and 
is assigned that weapon knows 
exactly what’s going on with that 
weapon. That the infantryman can 
say, you got it, and walk away and 
feel comfortable knowing that he 
can sleep well tonight.

“The outcome is readiness be-
cause that is priority No. 1,” he 
said. “What we want to do is in-

crease readiness overall. Right 
now at the concept event we 
have going on at JBLM, we have 
53 Soldiers going through it. Of 
those 53 Soldiers, 25 of them 
didn’t even know how to wear 
their protective masks properly. 
I understand that’s a leadership 
challenge, but often when leader-
ship fails, a policy has to be in-
serted to ensure that leadership 
does their job.”

With many of the complaints 
focusing on the new badge per-
haps degrading the importance 
of the infantry badge, Davenport 
reiterated that the badges aren’t 
competing against each other.

“It’s not to say one has more 
value than the other,” Davenport 
said. “It’s about improving indi-
vidual proiciency, getting that 
expertise and rediscovering a cul-
ture of training your Soldiers.”

As the concept stands, Sol-
diers attempting to earn the badge 
would do 30 Warrior Tasks and 
Battle Drills, plus ive mental 
tasks to be chosen by a command-
er. Gragg said they are making ad-
justments to make sure that those 
who earn the badge demonstrate 

exceptional proiciency, not just 
the basic ability to complete the 
tasks. 2 There will also probably 
be some surprise extra events.

“[These extra events are] not 
necessarily something that is a 
Warrior Task and Battle Drill, but 
we are using those to determine 
the lexibility of the force to see 
how far we can take this event 
to make sure that we get the pro-
fessional Soldier that we want,” 
Gragg said. “You’re going to have 
to work your butt off to get this 
badge, and when you get it, you’ll 
be proud of it, because you have 
demonstrated exceptional perfor-
mance over an extended period.” 

Several NCOs suggested a 
name change for the badge, an 
idea that Davenport said he ap-
preciated.

“We solicit that kind of feed-
back,” he said. “That’s why we 
are moving from the PowerPoint 
concept and putting it in Soldiers’ 
hands, organizations’ hands, to 
see if it does create value for our 
Army. Does it improve readiness? 
The naming of it is subject to 
change. That’s good constructive 
feedback right there.”

Though the Expert Action 
Badge has yet to be approved 
by the Army and is at least sev-
eral years away from getting inal 
approval and being available for 
Soldiers, at least one town hall 
commenter was ready to get to 
work, asking what he should do 
to prepare himself.

“For an individual to start 
training for the EAB right now, 
I would encourage him to start 
focusing on his Warrior Tasks 
and Battle Drills,” Gragg said. 
“Becoming extremely proicient 
on those, because that’s going to 
be the basis of the test. There are 
going to be some physical chal-
lenges to the test. There is going 
to be an APFT requirement. There 
is going to be a forced foot march. 
Those things you can continue to 
improve. Work on your physi-
cal itness. Even with the Expert 
Infantryman Badge and Expert 
Field Medical Badge, the tasks 
themselves usually aren’t what 
break people down. It’s the physi-
cal demands over the testing pe-
riod that makes people lose their 
mental acuity and so they make a 
mistake.”

By Jonathan Koester

NCO Journal

EXPERT ACTION BADGE
Possible new badge draws interest during TRADOC town hall

PHOTO BY SGT. 1ST CLASS JANNA ESCUDÉ

Spc. Saul Baez (center), 368th Seaport Operation Company, 11th Transportation Battalion, watches U.S. Army Training and 
Doctrine Command’s fourth State of NCO Development Town Hall from the control room March 30 at Fort Eustis, Va. 

PHOTO BY PFC. JASMINE BALLARD

Soldiers of the 3rd BCT, 4th Inf. Div., provide security during Decisive Action Rotation 16-09 at the National Training Center in Fort Irwin, Calif., Sept. 6. 



kept the reason for the effort in mind with every step.
“One of my driving motivations was that blood cancers do not stop every day,” he said. 

“Therefore, I would not either. One of the most powerful moments came to me at the end 
of a 6-mile trek when I was looking forward to taking my ruck sack off. However, it hit me 
that people living with blood cancers have a weight much greater on their backs every day 
and could never take it off. 

“As an Army oficer, I saw this as my last mission in active-duty service. If I continued 
this journey, our team and everyone that supported it will be a part of allowing people liv-
ing with leukemia or lymphoma to be able to take off their ruck sack,” he said.

Rosebaugh reached his goal with the inal ruck march on post Monday, marking more 
than 120 miles in support of cancer research.  

“Time is what motivated me,” he said. “While there are many ways to support a non-
proit, time and a story that goes along with it is what has motivated me. (His mentor) has 
been an important mentor and friend in my life, and I would not be here without him. He 
has spent countless hours listening to me, counseling me, challenging me and motivating 
me. The best way I found to give back was to give him my time. Each day that he is still 
here is due, in part, to the research funded through the LLS, and I wanted to give back 
something that I could never get back to help support the goal to help others.”

Rosebaugh will transition from active duty to the Army Reserve this month to serve as 
an adjunct professor of military science at Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio. He 
will be an MBA candidate at the Fisher College of Business at OSU starting in the fall and 
will be seeking a future career in running veteran service non-proits, as well as opportuni-
ties in marketing and consulting. He will be joined by his wife, Holley, and two daughters, 
Harper and Reese. 

“One of the best lessons I have learned here is that Fort Rucker is a place where so many 
diverse organizations come together, talk out their differences, igure out solutions, make 
relationships and put 100 percent to getting the job done every day,” he said. “The ‘Fort 
Rucker Train’ never stops and we never fail our mission because we have so many people 
around this post who make it happen. 

“As a commander, I had to coordinate with a multitude of people around the post, and 
those relationships are literally what made the mission happen,” he added. “No matter what 
our differences or backgrounds, this is one of the irst places I have seen that believes in 
‘one team, one ight.’ And that ‘ight’ is preparing Army Aviators to be prepared to support 
the ground command’s mission.”

For more information about LLS, visit https://www.lls.org 
For more information about Team 1,000, visit http://www.mwoy.org/pages/wi/

wi17/1000hours.
For more information about Ruck for the Cure, visit http://www.mwoy.org/pages/wi/

wi17/mrosebaugh.

served in our military. You are soon to join 
the ranks of those elite men and women that 
will honestly be recognized and admired 
across the globe,” he said. “You are worthy 
inheritors of the history and the ideals that 
course through this great institution.”

While the cadets worked hard to get to 
this point, there is more work yet to be done, 
he said.

“You are about to embark upon the re-
sponsibility to care for our greatest trea-
sures—our American sons and daughters. 
You’re absolutely up to it; you are prepared 
for it,” Gayler said.

The journey ahead will involve successes 
and failures.

“Learn from both of them. They are 
equally important,” he said.

Gayler told the cadets to be positive, al-
ways strive to become better than they are 
today, never stop growing, and always hon-
or those who have given great sacriice. The 
army needs their leadership, he said.

Most important, they must take care of 
Soldiers.

“Our Soldiers deserve competent leaders 
of character who are committed to selless 
service. You will be that example for them,” 
he said.

Gayler also recognized the families as 
“what makes the journey worthwhile,” he 
said.

Ceremony host Lt. Col. William C. Pru-
ett, a ield artillery oficer and professor of 
military science at the university, said the of-
icers must lead their teams from the front. 

“Beginning with the American revolution 
and until today oficers have shouldered 
the responsibility of leading our Soldiers 
to mission accomplishment in both peace-
time an in war. Inherent in that leadership is 
the responsibility to lead well,” Pruett said. 
“This leadership requires oficers who are 
willing and able to share the hardships and 
burdens they require of their teams.”

Pruett recalled serving with Gayler dur-
ing Operation Iraqi Freedom I in 2003 as 
elements of the 101st Combat Aviation 
“Destiny” Brigade attacked deep into en-
emy territory during the initial invasion of 
Iraq. Pruett served as an artillery ires sup-
port oficer and Gayler was the brigade op-
erations oficer at the time. Pruett recalled a 
warrant oficer aviator who thanked Pruett 
for saving his life that day by answering the 
call for artillery support. A takeaway from 
that successful mission was the value of 
teamwork. 

“It took a team that day. It takes a team to 
win,” said Pruett. 

Pruett commended Gayler for his com-
mon sense approach and grasp of teamwork 
during his career.

“I’m super appreciative that Major Gen-
eral Gayler decided to come down and 
spend time with us, and give his words of 
wisdom to the newly commissioned lieu-
tenants and cadets. It’s personally meaning-
ful to me, and I think very professionally 
rewarding for everybody,” Pruett said

Five of the newly commissioned oficers 
will serve in the active component, and ive 
will serve in the National Guard and US 
Army Reserve. 

The VHC-34 that sits in the museum 
today was modiied from its original ver-
sion to accommodate the transportation of 
the president, which included stripping the 
interior and outitting it with carpeting, air-
plane seating, curtains and air conditioning. 
Flotation devices were also added in case of 
an over-water crash, said Mitchell.

The storied aircraft has seen a multitude 
of passengers from presidents, including 
Eisenhower and John F. Kennedy, to ce-
lebrities like Marylyn Monroe, to foreign 
dignitaries like Nikita Khrushchev, premier 
for the Soviet Union, and Francisco Franco, 
former prime minister of Spain.

Mitchell recalled a story told by Ruf 
about the time he was assigned to pick up 
Franco from his compound to a summit of 
European leaders.

“Willie was suppose to ly up there and 
pick him up and bring him to a meeting,” 
said the curator. “He was told to go up there 
and land on the soccer ield where [Franco] 
would meet him.”

According to the story, Ruf knew where 
the compound was, but there was some 
confusion about the exact landing location, 
aside from the fact that it was to be a soc-
cer ield, said Mitchell. Upon approach, Ruf 
noticed a soccer ield inside the compound 
Franco was staying, and preceded to land.

“As he’s sitting there and the aircraft is 
shutting down to wait, a man runs up to the 
aircraft waving a pistol, and Willie said he 

looked out and there was General Franco 
standing on the steps of the back of the 
building wearing his riding breeches and a 
white shirt, drinking a cup of coffee,” said 
the curator. “[Franco] inally gets ready 
and gets into the helicopter, and Willie 
takes him to the location.”

During the light, Ruf carried conversa-
tions with Franco about the light and the 
aircraft to which Franco replied, “You’ve 
taught me a very valuable lesson.”

The next day, Ruf was instructed to pick 
up Franco again, but this time he’s instruct-
ed to go to the soccer ield located in town 
near the compound rather than the one lo-
cated inside it.

“So, he takes off, and as he’s lying over 
to his destination, he lies past the com-
pound and looks, and overnight they had 
put in air defenses all around the walls 
of the compound,” said Mitchell. “That’s 
when he realized that was the lesson that 
Franco was talking about – that he could 
be gotten to.”

It’s stories like Ruf’s that make the air-
craft in the museum more than just aircraft, 
but active pieces of history, said the mu-
seum curator.

“You ind these stories out and then you 
ind they’re associated with a particular 
tail number, then you look at that aircraft 
and it takes on a new life,” he said. “It was 
just another aircraft in storage before that. 
They’re all like that, but you just have to 
connect with the people who lew them and 
had those experiences with them.”

ARMYFLIER.COM ฀❘฀฀MAY 18, 2017  ★฀฀A5

Presidential
Continued from Page A1

DOWNLOAD DIGITAL EDITIONS 
ONLINE AT ARMYFLIER.COM
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KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
2821 Ross Clark C฀rcle, S.W. • Dothan, Alabama

(Across From Eye Center South)
LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES & FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

YOUR FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED STORE FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Same Day Delivery • ฀atio฀wiDe Service
L฀m฀ted Quant฀t฀es • Some One and Two of a K฀nd • P฀ctures S฀m฀lar To Illustrat฀on

Floor Models • Demo’s • Scratch & Dent • Sl฀ghtly Used

Low Price Policy
KING’S

Bring us the best price you can
find for any merchandise we

carry – if we don’t beat it, we’ll
give you the item FREE!

Easy Payment Plans

฀฀฀฀Lay-a-Way฀฀฀฀

A d.

MATTRESS

SALE
Twin . . . . . $58 ea. piece
Full . . . . . . $68 ea. piece
Queen. . . . $78 ea. piece
King . . . . . $85 ea. piece

FRIDIGAIRE

16 CU. FT.

REFRIGERATOR/

FREEZER
2 door, no frost,

Ice Maker Ready. Was
$629

SALE
$39995

WHIRLPOOL WASHER
2 Speed, 5 Cycle, magic clean filter,

3 load, 3 temp. Was $349

SALE $249

RECLINERS
All Patterns and sizes

WHIRLPOOL DRYER
Commercial Design Heavy Duty

SALE $219

FRIGIDAIRE

DISHWASHERS
New in Carton,

Was $349.

SALE
$21995

FRIGIDAIRE
30” ELECTRIC RANGE

2 Small Burners, 2 Large Burners.

Storage Drawer. Reg. $498

30” ELECTRIC RANGE
CeramicTop, 2 Big Burners

& 2 Small Burners
New in carton.Was $579

GRANITE TOP
TABLE & 4

CHAIRS
Was $399

ALL SALE

PRICED

TO

MOVE

BUNK BEDS

FRIGIDAIRE

14.0 CU. FT.

CHEST FREEZER
Adjustable Temperature
Controls. Was $298.

SALE
$318

SALE

$15

FRIGIDAIRE
Side By Side,

26 cu. ft.,
Ice crushed &

Cubed thru door.
New in Carton

Was $1198

SALE
$788

WASHER

& DRYER

COMBINATION
One Unit

SALE

$9895
Ea.

Regular

$349

E

9

FRONT LOAD WASHERS
Starting at

$388

FRONT LOAD DRYERS
Starting at

$288

2-PIECE LIVING

ROOM SUITE

SOFA & LOVESEAT
Choice of Patterns.

Was $1198.

SALE $39895

AIRS
.

E

9

SALE
$29595

SALE
$435

SALE
$488

4-PIECE

BEDROOM SUITE
Headboard, Dresser, Mirror, Chest.

Regular $549

SALE
$29995

May 18, 19, 20 & 22
From 9 to 6

4 BIG DAYS!

bestbest
of the wi regrass

HUNDREDS OFUNADVERTISEDBARGAINS!

Ruck
Continued from Page A1

Ceremony
Continued from Page A1
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

• Serv฀ng Fort Rucker & Enterpr฀se OVER 40 Years • Serv฀ng Fort Rucker & Enterpr฀se OVER 40 Years • Serv฀ng Fort Rucker & Enterpr฀se OVER 40 Years • Serv฀ng Fort Rucker & Enterpr฀se OVER 40 Years •Se
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BUY. SELL. BUILD. RENT.
All you need ฀s one address:
531 Boll Weevil Circle

347-0048

R R , I .

347-2600 347-0049

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

$108,900

79± ACRES ~ $341,850

BUILD IN BRIDLEWOOD ~ $31,500

$167,000

BRING THE HORSES ~ $169,000

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

BUSINESS ~ $149,800

$115,000

$139,000

FOR REN฀
BRIARWOOD &

SHADY OAKS APTS
1 & 2 BEDROOMS

ONLY $450 - $650

ASK ABOUT OUR
RENT SPECIALS!

REGENCY MANAGEMENT, INC.

347-0049

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

View a bit of nature from the covered rear
deck overlooking your huge 1± acre lot. A
spacious open floor plan with split bedrooms,
2 dining areas & a large family room featuring
a beautiful stone fireplace with natural gas logs.
The kitchen has stainless appliances, custom
cabinets & granite countertops throughout. There
is hardwood flooring in the living areas, tile in
the kitchen & other wet areas & carpet in the
bedrooms. Energy efficient low-E windows. Great
neighborhood, great place to call home. MLS#
20170319 - jan@c21regencyrealty.com

JAN
SAWYER

334-406-2393

DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 27N turn right on Porter Lunsford Rd at the
Creekside Spirit. Turn left into Sommer Brooke Subdivision. Take first left
on W. Sommer Oak then left on Riverwood. Home is on the left.

OPEN SUNDAY, MAY 21ST

2:00PM-4:00PM

SOMMER BROOKE
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VENTSPILS, Latvia — A CH-47F 

from B Company, 3rd General Sup-

port Aviation Battalion, 10th Aviation 

Regiment, 10th Combat Aviation Bri-

gade, 10th Mountain Division, Fort 

Drum, N.Y., participated in an aircraft 

display at Ventspils International Air-

port May 6.

The 3rd GSAB is deployed to Lat-

via to support Operation Atlantic 

Resolve, which is an American-led 

endeavor to fulill the U.S. commit-
ment to NATO by rotating throughout 

Europe, and training alongside NATO 

allies and partners.

The aircraft display featured 10 he-

licopters and planes from within Lat-

via. Included in the display were an 

Mi-17-1V Hip, a PZL Mi-2 helicopter 

from the Latvian air force and a YL-

HML Agusta A 109E Power from the 

Latvian border guard. The crew of 

the Mi-17-1V Hip opened its doors 

for people to walk through and get a 

closer view of the equipment inside 

the aircraft.

The Latvian national guard was also 

present in support of the event, hold-

ing a booth and activities for its audi-

ence. The unit’s booth held pamphlets, 

military equipment and weapons used 

by the Latvian national guard. For ac-

tivities, the booth had a small, timed 

obstacle course for a child to don 

gear, carry ammo cans, crawl through 

a camoulage net tunnel, and pull a 
sandbag with rope. The booth also 

had a timed plank challenge.

Booths at the aircraft display sold 

food for the audience, with kebabs, 

hot dogs, hamburgers, fries, ice cream 

and drinks on the menu.

Sgt. Amanda Wallace, a light 
engineer with 2nd Flight Platoon, B 

Co., 3-10th GSAB, was present at the 

aircraft display. 

The unit wanted to show their sup-

port for the display, Wallace said.

“Getting out here is very important, 

not only to us, but I believe, with our 

Latvian partners and NATO allies, to 

be able to show our support and hope-

fully give the public a little insight 

of our aircraft and what we’re doing 

here,” said Wallace.

Working closely with NATO allies 

presents dificulties, like language 
barriers, but working hand in hand in 

a deployed environment has its ad-

vantages, Wallace said.

“There are some of our base task-

ings that we don’t get to use a lot with-

in the states, but we’ve been able to go 

through paradrops (dropping people 

and equipment by parachute from an 

aircraft in light), LCLAs (low-cost, 
low-altitude aerial resupply) – a lot of 
different types of assaults with differ-

ent countries,” Wallace said.

WASHINGTON – Not everyone can 
maintain composure when the aircraft 

they’re in starts to lose control. But 

that’s just what this Medal of Honor 

recipient did, despite being severely 

wounded while it was happening.

Rodney Yano was born on the Big 

Island of Hawaii nearly two years to 

the day after the U.S. entered World 
War II. His grandparents had immi-

grated to the U.S. from Japan well 
before that.

According to the Congressional 

Medal of Honor Society, he’s one of 

33 Asian-Americans to receive the 

Medal of Honor.

Yano joined the Army in 1961 be-

fore graduating from high school. He 

rose to the rank of staff sergeant and 

was on his second tour of Vietnam 

when he became an air crewman with 

the 11th Air Cavalry Regiment.

On Jan. 1, 1969, Yano was the act-
ing crew chief and one of two door 

gunners on his company’s command-

and-control helicopter as it fought an 

enemy entrenched in the dense Viet-

namese jungle near Bien Hao.

The chopper was taking direct ire 
from below, but Yano managed to 

use his machine gun to suppress the 

enemy’s assault. He was also able to 

toss grenades that emitted white phos-

phorous smoke at their positions, so 

his troop commander could accurately 

ire artillery at their entrenchments.
Unfortunately, one of those gre-

nades exploded too early, covering 

Yano in the burning chemical and 

causing severe burns. 

Fragments of the grenade also 

caught supplies in the helicopter on 

ire, including ammunition, which 
detonated. White smoke illed the 
chopper, and the pilots weren’t able to 

see to maintain control of the aircraft. 

The situation wasn’t looking good.

But Yano wasn’t ready to go down 

with the ship, as they say. The initial 

grenade explosion partially blinded 

him and left him with the use of only 

one arm, but he jumped into action 

anyway, kicking and throwing the 

blazing ammunition from the helicop-

ter until the laming pieces were gone 
and the smoke iltered out.

One man on the helicopter was 

killed and Yano didn’t survive his 

many injuries. But his courage and 

concern for his comrades’ survival 

kept the chopper from going down, 

averting more loss of life.

For that, Yano was posthumously 

promoted to the rank of sergeant irst 
class. On April 7, 1970, his parents re-

ceived the Medal of Honor for his ac-

tions from President Richard Nixon.

In his honor, the cargo carrier USNS 
Yano was named for him, as well as a 

helicopter maintenance facility at Fort 

Rucker and a library at Schoield Bar-
racks, Hawaii. Yano

ARMY PHOTO

By Katie Lange

Defense Media Activity

SGT. 1ST CLASS YANO

GRAFENWOHER TRAINING AREA, Germany — 

Soldiers of D Company, 588th Brigade Engineer Battal-

ion, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry 

Division have logged more than 100 hours of light time 
since launching their RQ-7B Shadow unmanned aircraft 

systems for the irst time here a couple months ago. 
The UAS platoon is taking advantage of daily ield 

training by the brigade’s maneuver battalions, which 

have been preparing for multinational exercises in sup-

port of U.S. Army Europe’s Atlantic Resolve mission. 
“Our mission is to support maneuver battalions in the 

brigade to effectively complete their objectives,” said 

1st Lt. Andrew Rotolo, the UAS platoon leader. “We do 
that by providing reconnaissance, target acquisition and 

over-watch for ground troops in their area of operation. 

We are training to maintain our operational readiness so 

that we can support all the exercises that are going on 

this summer.”

Those exercises include the USAREUR-led Com-

bined Resolve VIII here, which will include more than 

3,400 participants from 10 nations, and the Black Sea 

Region-based Saber Guardian 17 set of exercises that 

will unite more than 25,000 troops from 23 ally and 

partner nations.

During daily light operations, Shadow controllers 
start off by going through a regular training cycle.

“We ensured that all the operators were current on 

their Aviation requirements and getting new Soldiers up 

to speed. We started our gunnery progression, which is 

kind of a new thing to an unmanned aircraft systems re-

pairer. That involves everything from the basics – iden-

tify targets, acquire them and communicate with other 

assets like ield artillery or other Aviation assets,” said 
Rotolo.

During the irst phase of Combined Resolve VIII, the 
UAS platoon integrated with one of 3/4 ABCT’s com-

bined-arms battalions, the 1st Battalion, 66th Armor 

Regiment to provide eyes on targets during a combined 

live-ire exercise.
“We’ve been lying for them in support of their live 

A Marine jumps out of a CH-47 Chinook during helocasting training operations as part of a reconnaissance team leader course at Ma-
rine Corps Base Hawaii, April 24. The course emphasized planning, briefing and leading teams in patrolling, ground reconnaissance and 
amphibious operations. 

PHOTO BY MARINE CORPS GUNNERY SGT. EZEKIEL R. KITANDWE

CHINOOK CASTING By Staff Sgt. Ange Desinor

3rd ABCT, 4th ID

Pfc. Allex Madsen, a UAS repairer, rolls an RQ-7B Shadow off 
the runway after a flight.

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. ANGE DESINOR 

Operators 
integrate 
UAS with
maneuver, 
artillery 
units

By Sgt. Shiloh Capers

U.S. Army Europe ublic Affairs

A CH-47F Chinook from B Co., 3-10th Avn. Regt., 10th CAB out of Fort Drum, N.Y., arrives at Ventspils International Airport, Ventspils, Latvia, May 6. 
PHOTO BY SGT. SHILOH CAPERS

SEE UAS, PAGE B4

American Aviators participate 
in display at Latvian airport

Soldier 1 of 33 Asian-American Medal of Honor recipients



EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION,TRAINING & LIBRARY

GENERAL

GENERAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

MERCHANDISE

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

PETS & ANIMALS

CATS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HORSES & CATTLE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

CONDOS & TOWNHOMES

COUNTRY PROPERTY & ESTATES

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

HOMES WITH ACREAGE

WATERFRONT

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

FRESH PRODUCE
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IT’S AS EASY AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

Daylilies For Sale
3293 S. Rocky Creek
Rd. Ashford

Call 334-714-1039 or
334-714-4386

Wells Lawn Mower
Taylor, AL. 334-702-9566

r We Buy, Sale & Trade Riding
Lawnmower Service, Parts new & used

FREE 2 adult male cats , very friendly.
Owner passed away needs home 334-794-7858.

NOW HIRING

Account Specialist

Head Baseball Coach/Sports
Information Director

Apply Online Today!
www.escc.edu

Enterprise State Community College is an EOE

Full-Time Teller
Provide teller services to members of IAM
Community Federal Credit Union at our

Enterprise location.

Follow detailed and standardized procedures
in performing member transactions.

Provide members with information regarding
Credit Union products and services.

Provide superior service to all members and
cross sell services to help in the growth

of the Credit Union.

Minimum Qualifications: HS diploma.
Experience preferred. Ability to be bonded
required. Drug test required if selected.

Send Resume to: Human Resources
P.O. Box 311990, Enterprise, AL 36331
Email: dvillemsr@iamcfcu.com

Fax: (334) 347-1074
IAM Community Federal Credit Union is an

Equal Opportunity Employer.

is now seeking caring motivated
individuals to join our team in
providing the "BEST" healthcare
services for our residents.

OPEN POSITIONS
± LPN (All Shifts)
BENEFITS INCLUDE:

Above Average Wages, BC/BS Health &
Dental Insurance, In-house Training

± MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR
Experience in electrical, plumbing,
HVAC and general carpentry a must.
Primarily Monday through Friday.

Competitive pay, Health/Dental Insurance,
401k retirement, and paid life insurance.

Please Apply in Person
Moday - Friday (9am-3pm)
312 Bryan Drive, Ozark, AL
adjacent to Lake Lisenby
Call 334-774-2561 E.O.E

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Coffee County Revenue

Commissioner’s Office (Enterprise) has
an opening for the position of:

PERSONAL PROPERTY
APPRAISER.

Salary Range $11.50 - $15.50 HR depending
on experience. Requirement: Must possess
High School Diploma supplemented by
College or Technical School level courses,
preferably with heavy emphasis on

Depreciation, Accounting, and Information
Processing. Must have the ability to operate
a computer, with emphasis in microsoft word
and excel. Must understand and be able to
prepare spreadsheets. Must be able to

operate a motor vehicle and possess a valid
Alabama Driver’s License. Benefits include:
paid vacation, sick leave, health insurance,

holidays, and State retiremen t.
Closing date: May 26, 2017.

Please apply at the Alabama Career
Center, Enterprise, AL.

Coffee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

NEW POSITIONS WEEKLY

We provide a full range of employment
solutions that include full-time,

temporary, and part-time employment
in a wide range of positions,

including professional, commercial,
and administrative.

∂ WELDERS

∂ ESTIMATOR

∂ CNC OPERATOR

∂ CLEANER/ANGLE GRINDER

∂ POWDER COATER/PAINTER

APPLY ONLINE AT
WWW.EXPRESSPROS.COM/DOTHANAL
OR CALL US AT 334-671-1315

APLIN FARMS
Open Mon.-Sat. 8-5
Green Beans, Squash,

Zucchini, Onions, Cabbage,
Borccoli, Cauliflower, Lettuce

& Strawberries
CALL 334-792-6362

FRESH SWEET CORN
May 15th - November 20th
GREEN CIRCLES FARM

233 Cooler Rd, Bainbridge , GA
229-246-1724

Yellow, White and Bi-Color
Varieties Available Market Price

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

New Crop red potatoes, squash,
beans, english peas, cucumbers,
peaches and other fresh
Vegetables Available!

Hwy 52 Malvern 334-793-6690

CATTLE FOR SALE - Cow & Calfs pairs,
$1250. - $1500. Weaned Heifers $700.

Jerry Knowles 334-726-7520/334-693-2965

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small

Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber

334-389-2003

FSBO 2BR/2BA Condo
Stone Creek Landing,
1400SF, 2½ car garage,
wood and carpet flooring,
granite countertops, lots

of storage, low maintenance, club house, pool
and walking trails. $178,000 Call 850-333-0353

Built in 2007, Property
includes home with
80 acres, horse arena,
stables, fencing, catch
pens, guest cabin, great
deer hunting and barn.
Main home features; 4 BR

4 BA 4400 sq. ft. large front and back porches,
oak flooring, custom cabinets, stainless hood
vent, gas cook top, double wall ovens, stone fire
place, master suite, walk in glass shower, safe
room, living rooms on both levels, bonus room,
multiple closets in each room and dual vanity.
Call Brad Murph 334-695-2419 at United Country
Murph Realty, murphrealty.com. $515,000

70 +/- Acres, with 11 year old planted pines,
3-4 yrs from thinning, 3 mi. South of Geneva
on Rum Rd. in Holmes Co. Florida. $150,000.
More Info at Holmes Co. Property Appraiser
http://www.qpublic.net/fl/holmes/
Search - Walton Woodland Lands LLC
Call 850-865-8585

HORSE LOVERS
146 acres 30 minutes east of Dothan, south
of Early Co GA; home and guest house, pool,
new 11 stall metal horse barn. Good timber.
$675,000. Visit southernforestryrealty.com
Golden Farm for details. Call 229-246-5785

By Owner: 104 Bridgewater Ct., Stratford Place
subdivision (off 431 N), 3100 sf, 3 BR, 4 baths,
large game room & sunroom, large kitchen,
patio, privacy fence, $179,500. Tim: 334-677-3308.

LEASE PURCHASE
UNTIL YOU MEET
BANK APPROVAL
First Month Free!

Lease $1395 Month. 300 Summerrain Terrace,

Dothan "Woodlands Subdivision" 2600SF,

5BR/3BA, 625SF addition for Adult Child,

In-Laws or Playroom. $179,900. 10% purchase

deposit. Installment plan available if needed.

Call 334-794-4912 or 678-764-8311

FIXER UPPER 3BR/2BA
207 Hidden Glen Way - Dothan
new A/C, roof 10 yrs old,
$64,500 334-793-6876.

FSBO: 3BR/2.5BA custom brick home
with 15AC. - M.O.L. fenced pasture.
Great country setting, large workshop,
other outside storage buildings, built in
appliances, gas/wood fireplace. Rehobeth
schools $239,000 By appointment
Call: 334-596-8878 / 334-793-3312.

FSBO Brick Home
3BR/1.5BA
Halls Mill Road,

Dothan. New AC, roof, flooring & tub
$75,000 Call 334-598-2356

PERFECT SOUTHERN RETREAT

Custom Built Lodge & Party Barn on 290
Ac. w/ pines, hardwoods, creeks, 5 ac.
stocked pond, 110 acres of open field,
main house 3/2 consist 2245SF w/385SF
sunroom, 2 custom fireplaces, too many
amenities to list, 25 minutes to Dothan.
Call 334-589-3422 or visit www.zillow.com
1655 Co. Rd. 123, Columbia (Henry Cty.)
Fully Furnished including equipment.

Large 1.74 acre Lot
White Oak Creek - Eufaula
160 ft. water front, water, power & septic
tank, currently set up for camper,
has 2-decks, no boat dock

ONLY $95,000 334-798-0040

rWill pay top dollar
for used

$$$ MOBILE HOMES $$$
334-685-0889

16 FT Bass Boat
Pedastal seats, 88 HP Johnson, Motorguide trol-

ling motor. Well cared for! $4,500
334-687-7941

2008 Baja Outlaw ,
5.0 Mercruiser, 195 hours,
aluminum Tandem-axle
trailer $15,800 Call 334-

714-2469 or email mer_riley@yahoo.com

2011 Godfrey Pontoon Boat , Sweetwater Series
model 2086FC, 20ft, with 2011 4 stroke yamaha
60 HP motor, cover & trailer included $13,500
Call 334-805-3707

Royal Boat 2005 16ft, 60HP four stroke Mercury
engine with power tilt and trim, stick steering,
electric anchors, electric wench, hummingbird
798 color fish finder with GPS, equiped with rod
holders, trolling motor, excellent condition
$11,900 OBO. Call 334-618-7682

2015 Heartland Wilderness
Travel Trailer , Excellent condi-
tion, 1 owner: 3 slides (living,
kitchen & master closet),
power awning & slides, sleeps

6, 2 recliners, raise & lower TV console in living,
master br. w/TV, pantry, microwave, oven &
fridge. $25,000 MUST PICK UP! 334-805-0120.

Vintage Air Stream 1950’s camper trailer,
approx. 25 ft. long, inside completely refurbish-
ed. Includes vintage decor and furniture such
as iron bunk beds, also large tiki umbrella for
outside. $7000. OBO Call 334-355-1426 for pic-
tures or to see.

35 ft. Winnebago Adventurer Motor Home
Class A, with only 40K original miles (spent
alot of time on lake). New commode, micro-
wave, 6 new tires and tile in kitchen. Single
slide out. Rebuilt generator. Asking $16,450
Call: 334-678-7551 or 334-790-3253.

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $62,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Winnebago 1984 Class C , rebuilt generator, new
interior about 3 years old, new starter, needs
battery and tires. Been sitting up over 2 years.
$2200. 334-333-1291.

Buick 1989 LaSabre , 6 cylinder, automatic, 108K
miles, clean car, tinted windows, electric seats
& windows, stereo, cd player with amplifier,
good car, silver with blue interior, good gas
mileage. $2500. OBO 850-482-6022. LV. Mess.

Chevrolet 1972 S10
Pickup: Blue. Long wheel
base. New 350 cubic inch
motor with less than
20,000 miles. Dual exhaust
with headers. Chrome
bumpers. Custom wheels.

Pioneer sound system and more. REAL CLEAN.
$9,500 firm (cash only). Call or text A.J. at (334)
369-9625

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Chrystler 2003 300M,
dark gray with leather
interior, power every-
thing, sunroof, rebuilt

engine, chrome rims, good tires, excellent
stereo system, 3.5L 6 cyclinder. ONLY $2,800
Call 334-791-9099

CTS Cadillac 2005 , Large
engine, black in color,
sunroof, tan leather
interior, Michelin tires

Call 229-723-3192. Blakely Ga. Leave Messge

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

Kia 2016 Rio , 4 doors, full warranty, MUST
SELL! $0 Down Take Payments Over $270
Month with Credit Union. Call Bob 850-693-1074
after 6pm. (Cottonwood, Al)

Mitsubishi 2012 Gallant SE
loaded, leather, 77,000
miles, one owner, new
tires, 4 cyl,automatic,
$7500Call 334-790-7959.

Volvo 2006 S80: Blue 4
door Sedan, Sun Roof,
GPS, heated seats,
and much more. Great
condition, 138000, but
needs transmission work.
$1500.00 334-389-4847

Harley Davidson 1993 Fatboy , custom paint,
screaming eagle exhaust, S&S carburetion,
30k miles $6000. Call 334-447-1360 NICE!

Harley Davidson 2001 Roadking Police Bike, 25k
miles, garage kept, windsheild and backrest,
saddle bags $6,900 Call 334-714-8534

FSBO: Ford Expedition 1997 XLT 5.4 engine,
tow package, black in color, 165K miles,
excellent condition. $5000. 334-792-4554.

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Mercury 2007 Mountain-
eer Premier, loaded, sun-
roof, leather, 3rd row
seat, 123,000 mile, like
new .$7,995 Call 334-790-

7959.

255 Massey Ferguson,
55 horsepower Perkins
Diesel engine 5ft bush hog
included, good condition,

no trades. Serious Inquiry Only!
$7500 Call 334-793-3039

Chevy 1996 Silverado 1500:
2nd owner, runs and looks
great, clean title, 187K
miles.No calls after 8 pm
This one won’t last. $6500
OBO 334-799-7025 or 334-
693-9360

Dodge 1500 Ram, 2002, real clean, loaded,
excellent condition, 4-door, automatic. $5600.
334-347-6684 or 334-464-6976.

Dodge 2004 1500 ST pick
up, Automatic, V-6, new
tires, 70,628 miles $7500.
334-790-7959Call 334-790-
7959.

Massey Ferguson Tractor 270, 1600 hrs.,
new tires, excellent condition and comes with
bush hog. $7900. 334-792-8018.

Chevy 2000 High top Conversion Van: Runs well.
Rear bench reclines to bed. TV and 4 captain
chairs. Cannot finance. Cash only. Price is firm.
$$3,800 334-687-0404

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.

Call Jim 334-379-4953

`1234567890-=qwertyuiop[]\asdfghjkl;’zxcvbnm,./`QWERTYUIOP[]ASDFGHJKL;’ZXCVBNM,./~!@#$%^&*()_+`1234567890-=qwertyuiop[]\asdfghjkl;’zxcvbnm,./`QWERTYUIOP[]ASDFGHJKL;’ZXCVBNM,./~!@#$%^&*()_+Thursday, May 18, 2017B2 Army Flier Classifieds



BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

FENCING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

LAWN SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR

PAINTING

POOLS, SPAS & RELATED

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICE

COULD BE RIGHT HERE IN THE

OPELIKA-AUBURN NEWS CLASSIFIEDS!DDOTHANOTHAN EEAGLEAGLE CCLASSIFIEDSLASSIFIEDS!!

CCOULDOULD BEBE RIGHTRIGHT HEREHERE ININ THETHE

AARMYRMY FFLIERLIER CCLASSIFIEDSLASSIFIEDS!!

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

Complete CareGivers

In Home Elder Care Service
Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

Elderly Care?
Nursing Home Not An Option?
I will stay in YOUR home with YOUR
loved one. Reasonable rates,
light Housekeeping, errands
& meals prep. Exp. & Ref. Avail.
Call: 334-733-2196

In-Home Companion
care, Overnight
Sitting, Cooking,
Housekeeping and
Transportation

Markita 334-596-6374 Licensed & Bonded

ASPHALT PAVING
• Driveways

• Parking Lots

• Access Roads

• Concrete Curbs

• Striping

255 Murray Road Dothan, AL

334-492-2235

* POOLE CONSTRUCTION *

*DUMP TRUCKS *TOP SOIL

*BACKHOE WORK

* DOZER WORK *FILL DIRT

DOTHAN, AL 334-492-2235

CHAD’s USED CARS

û Buy Here û Pay Hereû

OVER 100 CARS to choose from
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s

Come spend your taxes with us!
We appreciate your business!

MORRISON Bush Hogging

$45. per hr. 2 hr. min.
334-200-5297

Licensed and Insured
û 4 Years Cutting In

The Wiregrass!

Housekeeping by Brook
Housekeeping û Gardening û Painting
Great References & Reasonable Rates
For: Ozark, Dothan & Enterprise areas!
r Mondays and Fridays Available

Call Today: 254-315-7434/ 334-237-8570

ùE & O ù
Construction
CONCRETE WORK
specialize in driveways,
patios, slabs and more!

100 mile radius of Hartford
Call Eddie 334-464-8245 * Licensed & Bonded

Myers Construction LLC

Professional Quality Concrete
& Block Service. ùFree Est. 150 mile
radius from Dothan 334-447-7853

jospehpamela@bellsouth.net

See us on facebook ( Joey Myers)
Milled Asphalt parking lots & driveways

SOUTHERN SITE WORKS, LLC
Grading ∑ Demolition ∑ Clearing ∑ Asphalt
Paving ∑ Concrete ∑ Ponds ∑ And More...

Extremely Talented, Diligent and
Courteous Crew. Licensed
û Residential & Commercial û

r 334-712-9704 r 334-726-3231

POOLE
CONCRETE

CONTRACTORS
RESIDENTIAL and COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Bonded and Insured
ûWorkmans Comp and General Liability
Concrete Driveways,
Sidewalks, Curbs,

Concrete Parking Lots,
Building Slabs

Any and All of Your Concrete Needs
Call Today "Quality Results"

Roy Poole, Estimator * Brent Poole, Owner

334-492-2235
FREE ESTIMATES * DOTHAN, AL

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Skipper
Fence Repair
Service

Repair all type of
fencing. Install gates, dog pens,
new fence and can move fencing.

Thomas Skipper
334-258-3266 or 334-333-2303

ûû 35 YEARS EXP . ûû
FULL SERVICE COMPANY

*Ceiling fans *Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry *Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
odd jobs to big jobs

r Ask for Paul: HFHS LLC
locally owned 334-790-2659

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

Rotten Wood - Decks - Painting - Doors
r Call about Interior painting specials q
Free Estimates Competitive Pricing,

Licensed & Insured

Enterprise Based
334-494-6596

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR

Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û Water
Proofing & Insurance Work
(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards

References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist

Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows

Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

MUSTARD SEED LANDSCAPING, LLC

Professional Landscape Design/Installation

ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer
Auburn University Graduate

*Irrigation Installation/Repair
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage
Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed@comcast.net

A1 Cannon Lawn Care

Mowing • Line Trimming
Edge & Blowing

** Prices starting ** at $25.
Residential - Comm.

**FREE ESTIMATES** 334-333-6669

Lic. & Insured www.cannonlawncare.com

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.

r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC
"We Do More Than Cut Grass"

Commercial and Residential

∂ Fertilizer ∂ Lay Sod ∂ Minor Storm
Removal ∂ Leaf Removal
∂ Power Wash ∂ Vinyl Siding

(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-200-8851

FREE ESTIMATES -
Licensed & Bonded.

T& T Lawn Service LLC
’We walk by faith not by sight’

We specialize in: ∂ Flower beds ∂ Mulching
∂ Pine Straw ∂ Sodding ∂ Hedge Trimming
∂ Fertilizing ∂ Commercial & Residential

FREE ESTIMATES - CALL 334-718-3673

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service

∂ Tree Removal
∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work

∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

Dr. Hannah Matz-Creel

(334) 648-1483
Mobile Visit by Appointment Only

COUNTY VET
Mobile Basic Veterinary Service

Equine, Feline, Canine, etc.

Serving counties only:
Dale, Henry, Geneva,
Houston, Coffee, &

Pike Counties.
(Outside City Limits)

Reduced House Call Fee for “at home” vaccinations for cats & dogs only

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
† Interior † Exterior
† Pressure Washing
Specilize in Garage Floors
Free Estimates!

No job too small!!
( Licensed & Insured )

Call: 334-618-0134

BAMA POOL SERVICES LLC
∂ Commercial & Residential Pools
∂ Salt System ∂ Pool Repair

∂ Vinyl Liner Installation & Repair
Locally licensed, Owned & Insured

Call 334-797-6998

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof @ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!

FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available

rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649

Licensed & Insured

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING

LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

∂ Roofing

∂ Eaves & Siding

∂ Drives, Etc.
Roof Cleaning
Involves

No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com

r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Withstand Winds
Up To 140 MPH

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A-1 Tree
Service

Licensed ∂ Bonded
Insured ∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation
Lawn Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing

Call for your FREE estimate!
334-400-4959

15% SPRING DISCOUNT! 30 years of Exp.
Accepting all major credit cards
Quality you can count on with people you
can trust for a price you can’t beat!
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ire by spotting targets and giving them grids 
to put rounds on those targets. That allows us 
to participate in a larger role for Combined 
Resolve VII. That’s our culminating piece, 
where we show we’ve been able to progress 
from the basic tasks through more advance 
gunnery training,” said Rotolo. “We are try-

ing to demonstrate relevance of the platform 
within an armored brigade combat team to 
prove versatility to maneuver commanders 
who are not familiar with Shadows.”

Training in theater is a lot better than train-

ing back home in the United States, said Sgt. 
1st Class Michael Moff, UAS platoon ser-
geant.

“We have a lot more opportunities to work 
with other units within the brigade to help 
support them with their mission. Back at 
Fort Carson, Colorado, it was a little dificult 
because they were more focused with what 
they’re doing. We’re showing them we can 
be legitimate assets within the brigade – we 
can help make their mission a lot easier.”

While on the nine-month Atlantic Resolve 

rotation, the platoon has a goal of 500 total 
light hours, an unprecedented amount of 
training the UAS operators wouldn’t get at 
home station.

“We are getting a lot of good training,” 
said Pfc. Allex Madsen, a UAS repairer for 
D Co. “I feel great that something that I’m 
working on is helping the Soldiers in the bri-
gade. The biggest thing to do is maintaining 
the aircraft. We follow strict guidelines to 
ensure we do things properly.”
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Don’t Text 
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and drive 

No conversation is 

worth sacrificing 

the personal 

safety of yourself 

and others. Do not 

talk or text and 

drive. It can wait.

VISIT US ONLINE
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UAS

Soldiers of D Co., 588th Bde. Eng. Bn., 3rd ABCT, 
4th Inf. Div., launch an RQ-7B Shadow unmanned 
aircraft system during combined-arms live fire 
exercises conducted by the brigade’s combined-
arms battalions at Vilseck, Germany, April 9. 

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. ANGE DESINOR 

Benjamin Caro Jr.,
Chief Master Sargent

U.S. Air Force

Application fee waived for MILITARY

For more information visit emba.ua.edu or call 205.348.4501
*Tuscaloosa, Alabama Program Only for 17 months

Earn your MBA while attending class

every other weekend.*

You may be quali�ed to have our

GMAT/GRE requirement waived!

Application Deadline: October 27
Classes Start: November 28

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

ElbaEnterprise

Enterprise’s

2nd Location Now Open!

(7 Days a Week)

6580 Boll Weevil Circle



The stage of the Fort Rucker 

Elementary School gym was transformed 

into a full-ledged jungle scene, complete 
with trees and vines, as students painted 
their faces and got into character for 

their inal performance at the school.                                                                                                                                
For 10 years, the FRES Drama Club 

has put on plays to entertain students 
and parents with productions, and for 
their inal farewell, 30 student-actors 
performed their rendition of “The Jungle 
Book.” To commemorate the special oc-

casion, drama club alumni were invited 
back to the school to enjoy the perfor-
mance and take their inal curtain call, 
according to Vicki Harper, FRES six 
grade teacher and drama club director.

“Some of these former students are 
in college now, but [made] the trip back 
to FRES for this tribute,” said Harper. 
“We have had some amazing talent on 
this stage in the last 10 years, and sev-

eral students have gone on to perform 
in high school, college and community 
theatre productions.”

After the play, the alumni were in-

vited onto the stage to sing songs from 

past productions were played, and each 
of the students sang and danced to the 

songs that corresponded with the plays 
they were a part of, and for many of the 
students, the experience proved to be an 
emotional one.

“It’s all really emotional and I’m try-

ing really hard to stop myself from cry-

ing,” said Soia Quinones, former FRES 
drama club member who performed in 
last year’s production of “High School 
Musical, Jr.”

“That play just meant a lot to me,” she 
said. “It helped me express who I was 
last year. Last year I was the new girl 
and it was like the whole ‘High School 

Musical’ in real life, so it made [being 
here] really easy.”

Quinones said that the drama club was 
a place she felt she could be herself and 
feel included, which is why it became 
such a big part of her life

“Drama is just an expression – you can 
go crazy and nobody judges you,” she 
said. “You can sing your heart out and 
nobody will tell you to shut up. [Drama 
Club] is very welcoming, and this school 
is the irst school that I wasn’t bullied at 
and I actually felt at home.

“When I found the Drama Club with 
Mrs. Harper, I just connected so quickly 
– it was like a puzzle piece, like a fam-

ily,” she continued. “I can’t think about 
it any other way.”

The current school building is slated 
for demolition beginning in the sum-

mer to start construction on the new 

school that will house both the elemen-

tary and primary schools, so for students 
like Emma Ramirez, fellow drama club 
member from 2015-2016, seeing the i-

nal production is a somewhat somber 
experience.

“It’s been really nostalgic for me even 
though I come back here every once in a 
while because my sister still goes here,” 
said Ramirez. “This is the last play and 
they’re going to be tearing down the 
school and it’s kind of sad.

“The drama club is a place that I felt 
like I can be me without having to worry 
about making sure my mannerisms don’t 
go crazy,” she said. “It meant a lot to me 
as a place that I could just be me.”

It’s that level of inclusion and interest 
that makes drama club and the arts such 
an important part of the children’s edu-

cation, according to Vicki Gilmer, Fort 
Rucker Schools principal. It’s meant to 
be a place that they can explore their 
imagination to see where they it in.

“All of the ine arts give the students 
an opportunity to explore other interests 
or to create new interests,” said the prin-

cipal. “Some of the kids on stage never 
dreamed of being a part of a drama club, 
but once they were exposed to all the 
wonderful elements, they took off.

“I was in awe of the production of the 
Jungle Book,” she continued. “The sixth 
grade drama club really made the show 
come to life. The scenery, songs, dances 
and dialogue were all so exceptionally 
executed.”

Women from all across the local 
communities got the chance to get 

together for a bit of dancing, min-

gling and playing for prizes during 
one of the installations most popu-

lar events Friday at The Landing.
The Directorate of Family, and 

Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
hosted its second Girls Night Out 
for the year with the theme, Denim 
& Diamonds, where ladies were 
encouraged to wear their favorite 

jeans and glitzy jewels for a night 
of fashion, fun, beauty and prizes, 
according to Lynn Avila, DFMWR 
special events coordinator.

“We had a great time,” she said. 
“Several sponsors came out to 
support the event including some 
clothing lines and make up lines 
… and the ladies had a great time 

visiting the vendors, as well as 
each other.”

There were a host of different 

local business and programs that 
showcased their goods and ser-

vices, including photographers, 
spas, medical services, clothing, 
jewelry, cosmetics and more. 
Throughout the night, more than 
100 door prizes were given away, 
including a diamond ring valued 

at over $1,500, and for many of 
the women, it was a night to let 
loose and have a good time.

“I think this is a great event to 
come and have some fun with 

your friends,” said Quinn Mendez, 
military spouse. “It’s like doing a 
lot of shopping in a consolidated 
area, so you don’t have to go all 
over the place to ind what you 
need.

“We had a lot of fun dancing 
and just being silly,” she said. “It’s 
nice to be able to get together with 
other spouses and just enjoy a 
night like this with no pressure or 

stress – just a good time.”
Mendez said she was particu-

larly pleased with the fact that she 
was able to talk with various ven-

dors about the products or services 
they offer while browsing.

“It’s nice to get that face-to-face 
interaction with them,” she said. 
“It’s a great opportunity for every-

one that is here, I think. You don’t 
even have to buy anything – you 

can just come and look and have 
just as much fun.”

Fun was in the cards for con-

testants of the “Guess that Price” 
Fashion Show Price Challenge, as 
they took part in a “The Price is 
Right”-style game that had ladies 
guessing the prices of outits that 
were available at the Fort Rucker 
Thrift Shop.

“I thought the game was so 

great,” said Giselle Harper, mili-
tary spouse. “It was just like the 
game show when everyone is 

screaming prices to the contes-
tants. [My friends and I] all had a 
really good laugh about it.

“This was the irst time I’ve 
come out to one of these, but I’m 
glad I did and I really enjoyed 
myself,” she said. “I’ll be sure to 
make it back to the next one.”
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Girls Night Out serves up dancing, shopping, mingling
By Nathan Pfau

Army Flier Staff Writer

Students of the FRES Drama Club perform during their production of ‘The Jungle Book’ at the FRES gym as part of their final performance at the school May 11.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

Ladies get down on the dance floor with Sgt. Ted E. Bear during Girls Night Out at The Landing Friday.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

By Nathan Pfau

Army Flier Staff Writer

Elementary school puts on inal drama club performance
CURTAIN CALL

Mowgli, played by Asher Dunton, becomes entranced by Kaa, played by Emily Floyd, Dominique Hird, 
Vida Pinon, Lorraine Potter and Alexia Wood.
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Right Arm Night

The Landing Zone will host Fort Rucker 
Right Arm Night today from 4-6 p.m. Right 
Arm Night is an Army tradition, promoting 
a night of camaraderie and esprit de corps as 
leaders come together and treat those who 

help them accomplish the mission. Com-

plimentary appetizers will be served while 
supplies last. Right Arm Night is held every 
month, and both military and civilians are 
welcome. 

For more information, call 255-0768. 

Military spouse appreciation

In honor of Military Spouse Apprecia-

tion Month, Army Community Service is 
partnering with the Fort Rucker Religious 
Services Ofice to conduct Gary Chapman’s 
5 Love Languages workshop at the Wings 
Chapel Friday from 5:30-8 p.m. Dinner will 
be provided by the chapel. The workshop 
helps couples determine what their spouse’s 
love language is and how to show their ap-

preciation for their support in the language 
they appreciate. Helps them strengthen their 
relationships and get to know each other bet-
ter, according to organizers. For free child-

care, people can register with parent central 
services by calling 255-2958. Pre-registra-

tion for childcare is required. 
For more information, call 255-3161.

Luau Skate Night

The Fort Rucker School Age Center will 
host its Luau Skate Night Friday. Youth are 
encouraged to wear their best tropical vaca-

tion attire and take part in the best outit con-

test.  Safety skate will cost $2 and will be 
from 6:15-7:15 p.m. Regular skate will cost 
$5 and be from 7:30- 9:30 p.m. Payment is 
accepted in cash only. Participants must be 
registered with child and youth services.

For more information, call 255-9108.

Newcomers welcome

A newcomers welcome is scheduled for 

Friday from 8:30-11 a.m. at The Landing. 
Active-duty military, spouses, foreign stu-

dents, Army civilians and family members 
are encouraged by post oficials to attend the 
newcomers orientation. A free light breakfast 
and Starbucks coffee will be served. For free 
childcare, people can register their children 
at the child development center by calling 
255-3564. Reservations must be made 24 
hours prior to the newcomers welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

WWI Book Club

Center Library will host its irst WWI 
book club May 25 at 5 p.m. The title of the 
book is, “Sleepwalkers,” by Christopher 
Clark, and can be found free of charge on 
Overdrive for e-books. The program is being 
offered to help commemorate the 100th an-

niversary of the U.S.’s entry into WWI. This 
program is free, open to authorized patrons 
and Exceptional Family Member Program 
friendly. 

For more information, visit the Center Li-
brary or call 255-3885.

School Age Center Summer Camp

The Fort Rucker School Age Center will 
host its summer camp May 30 to Aug. 4.Each 
week, the camp will have a new theme. Par-
ents will have the ability to pick and choose 
which weeks they would like their children 

to attend. Fees will be due the Friday before 
the start of each camp week and will be based 
on total family income. Food, ield trips and 
all activities will be included in the weekly 
fees. All youth who attend must be enrolled 
in child and youth services. 

For more information, call 255-9108 or 
255-9638.

FRG custodian training

Army Community Service will host fam-

ily readiness group informal fund custodian 
training May 31 from 8:15-11 a.m. in Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 284. The fund custodian train-

ing will highlight the standards that provide 
guidance for the FRG mission, the FRG in-

formal fund, and the roles and responsibili-
ties of the commander, funds custodian and 
alternate funds custodian when dealing with 

FRG funds. Pre-registration is required by 
May 26. Free childcare is available – call 
255-3564 to make arrangements. 

For registration and more information, 
call 255-9578 or 255-3161.

Federal jobs workshop

Army Community Service will host 
its federal job workshop June 1 from 8 
a.m. to noon in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. The 
workshop is aimed at getting people the 

information they need to increase their 

federal employment possibilities. Partici-
pants will receive a free copy of Kathryn 
Troutman’s “Jobseeker’s Guide (7th Edi-
tion).” Registration is required two days 
prior to the workshop. Space is limited 
to the irst 60 people to register and the 
workshop is open to authorized patrons 
only. 

For more information or to register, 
call 255-2594.

Rock’et Out Summer

The Fort Rucker Youth Center will host 
its Rock’et Out Summer – offering rock-

etry, robotics, sports, cooking, arts and 
animation – June 1-30. Field trips will be 
included in the camp fees and will be to: 
Butter & Egg Adventures, June 7; Rosa 
Parks Museum and Eastdale Mall, June 
14; bowling, June 15; Big Kahunas Water 
Park, June 21; Wonder Works, June 28; 
and Water World each Friday. Camp will 
run Mondays-Fridays from 7:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Youth must be a child and youth 
services member (ages 11-18 and grades 
six-12) to participate. 

For membership information or to 
sign-up for membership, call 255-9638 
or 255-2260.

International Spouses Get Together

Army Community Service hosts its In-

ternational Spouses Get Together the irst 
Friday of every month at 9 a.m. at the Al-
len Heights Community Center. Accord-

ing to ACS oficials, the get together is 
a place for spouses to ind support, and 
help with inding resources for obtain-

ing U.S. citizenship, education, drivers 
licenses and more.  Multilingual volun-

teers are available. 
For more information, call 255-3735. 

SPLASH! Summer Luau

SPLASH! Outdoor Pool and Spray Park 
will host its Summer Luau June 3 from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The event will include a 
DJ and music, a limbo contest, a T-shirt 
tie-dying station (participants bring their 
own T-shirt from home or buy them for 
$5 each), a create your own bookmark 
station, a dunk tank, corn hole, inlatable 
water slide and swimming. Food will also 
be available for purchase at the Tiki Bar 
on the upper-deck. Door prizes will be 
given away throughout the event in ad-

dition to a grand prize drawing at 3:45 
p.m. Participants must be present to win 
door prizes and the grand prize. Cost for 
this event will be the daily admission fee 
for non-season pass holders. Season-pass 
holders will pay a small fee – 50-percent 
off the appropriate tier rate – for this 
event due to extra activities taking place 
at the facility on this day, according to or-
ganizers.

For more information, call 255-2296 or 
255-9162.

Employment readiness class

The Fort Rucker Employment Readi-
ness Program hosts orientation sessions 
monthly in the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, in the Army Community Ser-
vice multipurpose room, with the next 

session June 8. People who attend will 
meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 a.m. to ill out 
paperwork before going to the multipur-
pose room. The class will end at about 
11:30 a.m. The sessions will inform peo-

ple on the essentials of the program and 
provide job search tips, as well. Advance 
registration is required and attendance at 
a session is mandatory for participation in 
the program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Army Family Team Building app

People can complete Army Family 
Team Building training through AFTB’s 
app. Visit http://www.ftruckermwr.com/
acs/army-family-team-building/ to ind 
the direct link to the app. Once complete, 
people can contact Fort Rucker AFTB to 
receive their certiicate. Search for AFTB 

in the app store for Apple devices. For 
more information, call 255-9637.

Resilience Training

Army Community Service resilience 
training is designed to provide family 
members and civilians with the tools they 
need to better cope and overcome adver-
sity and challenges, as well as perform 
better in stressful situations. ACS ofi-

cials said the goal is for students to thrive 

when facing life’s challenges, not just 
bounce back. The training will be held 
June 12 and 19 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 350. People need to 
register by June 8. 

For more information, or to schedule 
resilience training for a family readiness 

group or staff members, call 255-3161 or 
255-3735.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for May 18-21

TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
SPOTLIGHT

Thursday, May 18 Friday, May 19 Saturday, May 20 Sunday, May 21

Ghost in the Shell (PG-13) .............7 p.m.The Boss Baby (PG) ........................7 p.m. The Boss Baby (PG) ........................4 p.m.
Ghost in the Shell (PG-13) .............7 p.m.

Born in China (G) ............................1 p.m.
Logan (R) ........................................4 p.m.

Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation will host its Day at the Lake Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Lake Tholocco. Activities will include free swimming, 
inflatables, and use of the canoes, kayaks and paddle boats. The Center Library will be on site with a build-your-own paper boat activity. Hot dogs, 
bratwurst, chips and other snack items will be available for purchase. The event will be open to the public. Credit and debit cards will be accepted at 
the West Beach swimming area. The West Beach swimming area will officially open for the summer season May 26. The swimming area will be open 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays through Labor Day from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., including during the Memorial Day and Labor Day holidays. Patrons will 
need to purchase swimming wrist bands from the West Beach swimming area. Daily passes will cost: free for ages 2 and under, $1.50 for ages 3-12, 
$2.25 for ages 13-17, and $3 for ages 18 and over. Pets and glass containers are prohibited on the beach area. For more information, call 255-4305. 
Pictured is a scene from Lake Fest last year.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Day at the Lake



GAROUA, Cameroon — About a de-

cade ago, Soule Malame left a dearth of 
opportunity in his home country of Togo 
in search of a better life in America.

Today, he’s paying it forward to anoth-

er west African nation, as part of a U.S. 
Army mission to strengthen Cameroon’s 
military and its people in defeating Boko 
Haram and other violent extremists.

A irst lieutenant with Task Force Toc-

coa, a 101st Airborne Division-led unit 
based just south of the frontlines of Boko 
Haram in northern Cameroon, Malame 
uses his cultural identity to be a key part 
of the mission. 

“Being an African, I always dreamed to 
serve in Africa,” the 35-year-old oficer 
said. “For me, it was like my prayer was 
answered.”

As a native French speaker, he translates 
for Soldiers when they’re out interacting 
with Cameroonian military and civil lead-

ers, or with impoverished locals during 
civil affairs operations. He also gives the 
Americans a better understanding of Cam-

eroon, given that Togo shares a similar 
culture. 

Malame has even joined Army med-

ics on their weekly visits to a local clinic, 
where they help treat Cameroonians. Due 
to the language barrier and the health 
consequences involved, the Soldiers lean 
on Malame to bridge the communication 
gap. 

“They don’t get their message across,” 
he said of the patients, “so I meet them 
one-on-one and translate anything they 

want to [say] to our medics.”
With a smile, the friendly and soft spo-

ken oficer expressed pride that he gets to 
use his lifelong skills beyond his assigned 
role as the task force’s S-1 oficer. If he 
had deployed to eastern Europe or another 
part of the world, he said, his cultural back-

ground would have been insigniicant. 
“I would just be wearing a uniform,” he 

said of being deployed elsewhere. “Here, I 
have an impact on the team.”

Since Malame and other Soldiers wear 

civilian clothes when traveling outside the 

base due to security measures, many locals 
assume he’s just a hired interpreter. But 
when they ind out he’s an African who 
became a U.S. Army oficer, they tend to 
open up more, according to Maj. Max Fer-
guson, in charge of the task force. 

“It adds credibility to our sincerity 
when we want to work with our host na-

tion partners,” Ferguson said of Malame’s 
background. “They end up engaging with 
us more because they see we respect and 
value them.”

Being a fellow oficer, Malame is also 
a trusted source who can inform Ferguson 

and others of the region’s cultural norms 
and how Cameroonians respond to certain 
situations. 

“It’s nice to be able to talk to someone 
who’s both an infantryman, like me, but 
also an African who understands the cul-

ture and can advise me,” the major said. 

COMING TO AMERICA

Frustrated by the lack of jobs in Togo, 
Malame applied for and was granted a di-
versity immigrant visa and moved to the 

United States in late 2005. The prospects 
in his new home country impressed him so 
much that he felt he had to give something 

back. So, six months later, he signed up to 
be an enlisted Soldier in the Army. 

“I decided to join the Army because … 
the United States has done a lot for me,” 
he said. “As a young kid in Togo, I didn’t 
see that much opportunity growing up.”

At irst, his decision to enter the Army 
didn’t go over well with his friends and 
family, who were worried since missions 
in Iraq and Afghanistan were more dan-

gerous at the time. 
“The only support I had was from my dad 

back in Togo, who was very, very happy to 
see me join the military,” he said. “He was 
the backbone – the guy who helped me … 
gain the conidence to join.”

His father quashed the dangers of going 
to war, which he said wasn’t necessarily a 
death sentence, according to Malame. 

“We are human beings and we can die 
anywhere,” Malame recalled. “Going to 
war doesn’t mean you’re going to die. I 

can go there and come back safely.”
Less than two years later, he was sent 

to Afghanistan where he served under the 

101st Airborne Division for the irst time. 
His military service also expedited his 
U.S. citizenship, which he earned while 
downrange. 

When he redeployed, he married a 
woman from Togo and they had two chil-

dren – a boy and girl, now aged 5 and 7, 
respectively. They currently live at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky. 

On top of that, Malame took advantage 
of the Army’s tuition assistance to earn a 
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. He 
then participated in a ROTC program and 
was commissioned in 2014. 

“Being where I am now, I am grateful,” 
he said of his accomplishments over the 
past decade. “Without the help of God, I 
would not be here.”

JUST LIKE HOME

When Malame irst stepped off the 
plane for his mission in Cameroon, it was 
instantly familiar, he said. 

While the weather in Garoua is hotter 
than in Togo, he said there are many other 
parallels. From the way of life and culture 
to buildings and food, he said, both coun-

tries have a lot in common. 
“Even if Cameroon is not my country, I 

feel like [I’m] home,” he said. 
Perhaps his favorite thing to do is speak 

his mother tongue. Besides French, he 
also knows six other ethnic languages 
from Togo. But the linguist admits he still 
struggles with English. 

“When I speak English sometimes I get 
nervous. Is my message going across?” he 
said. “But when I start speaking French I 
feel like I’m speaking the language I’m 
supposed to speak.”

When in his element, Cameroonian 
soldiers will ask him how they can be in 
the U.S. Army like him. He tells them to 
sign up for a visa and, if accepted, get a 
green card in the U.S. and go to a recruiter. 
“They don’t see that very often,” he said. 
“An African guy in the American Army 
[who is also] an oficer.”

He has already inspired at least 11 of his 
African friends living in the U.S. to sign 
up. “People were saying that this guy made 
it,” he said of his friends. “I feel like [I’m 
having] an impact on something, which is 
a goal for me.”

In Cameroon, he hopes to have an in-

luential role in countering Boko Haram, 
which has murdered, kidnapped and dis-

placed thousands of people in the far north 
region of the country.

As a Muslim himself, he takes the ex-

tremist group’s ruthless view of Islam per-
sonally, he said. He has even reached out 
to the local mosque, and set up meetings 
with the Iman and Army leaders in an at-
tempt to reach out to disadvantaged youth 
before they fall into the recruiting pool for 
the group.

“When they have nothing to do, it’s easy 
for some extremists to come and convince 
them” with cash, motorcycles or a poten-

tial wife, Malame said. 
By improving the region’s quality of 

life and education, as well as donations, 
such as school supplies, Malame believes 
Soldiers can do more against Boko Haram 

than if they were placed in a combat situ-

ation. 
“That’s the better war,” he said. “That’s 

the best we can do instead of bringing 
weapons and trying to ight them.”

While terrorism isn’t a huge concern in 
Togo at the present time, Malame said, he 
still feels strongly that the U.S. Army’s 
efforts in Cameroon could prevent those 
types of groups from spreading further 
into west Africa. 

“If they could keep me here for my en-

tire career, I would stay,” he said of the 
mission. “I would not hesitate.”
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By Sean Kimmons

Army News Service

African-born officer gets back to 
his roots with Cameroon mission

First Lt. Soule Malame, of Task Force Toccoa, a 101st Airborne Division-led unit based in Garoua, 
Cameroon, uses his cultural identity to be a key part of the mission. 

First Lt. Soule Malame, far right, of Task Force Toccoa, a 101st Airborne Division-led unit, translates French into English to help a Cameroonian soldier speak with U.S. 
Army medics during a visit to a medical clinic in Garoua, Cameroon. 
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ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 has 
regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, 
call 222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 hosts a 
dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 
Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served Sundays, and 
games and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  For more information, call 598-
6211, 598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of Commerce 
meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon 
at the Chamber of Commerce ofice in the Daleville 
Cultural and Convention Center. For more information, 
call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

ONGOING — American Legion Auxiliary Unit 12 
hosts a pancake breakfast the third Saturday of each 
month. Pancakes will be served from 7-10:30 a.m. for 
$6 for the general public, $5 for military members and 
veterans and free to children 8 and under. Proceeds go 
toward helping veterans, military members and their 
families. The post is located at the intersection of S. Park 
Street and Hwy. 605 (Brannon Stand Road). For more 
information, call 334-400-5345.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 12 holds 
monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each month 

at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are held at the post’s facility at 
3087 Hwy. 605, which is Brannon Stand Road at the 
intersection of Park Avenue. For more information, call 
400-5356.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3073 
Wiregrass Post membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a ish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. 
Breakfast is served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post can 
host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells. 

ENTERPRISE

MAY 20-21 – The Masterworks Choir of Enterprise 
will perform songs from France, French composers and 
selections from “Les Miserables” May 20 at 4 p.m. at 
the Rawls Restaurant ballroom and May 21 at 4:30 p.m. 
at the LDS Chapel on Shellield Road.  In addition to 

the community choir singing, several soloists and a local 
youth choir will perform.  The concert will be free and 
open to the public, but donations will be welcome.

ONGOING – Military Order of Purple Heart meetings 
are the third Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
American Legion Hall on East Lee Street. For more 
information, call 334-347-2727 or 334-447-6954.

MAY 25 – The Wiregrass-Enterprise Chapter, National 
Active and Retired Federal Employees will hold its 
monthly lunch program at 11 a.m. at PoFolks Restaurant. 
Craig Hollowell, chiropractic physician, will be the guest 
speaker. All federal employees, active or retired, are 
invited to attend the lunch programs regularly scheduled 
at 11 a.m. the fourth Thursday of each month at PoFolks. 
NARFE, the organization that supports the beneits of 
active and retired federal employees, schedules speakers 
to discuss these beneits and other information important 
to the membership. For more information, call 334-393-
0492.

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County Relay for Life 
meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the 
Citizens Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited to town hall 

meetings on the irst Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
at Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 
9-11 a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 
maintains a service ofice in the New Brockton Police 
Station at 706 McKinnon Street. The ofice will assist 
veterans who were injured or disabled while in military 
service. DAV service oficers help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation claims, Veterans 
Affairs pensions, death beneits, VA medical care, Social 
Security disability beneits, veterans job programs, 
homeless veterans services and other veteran services. 
All veteran services are provided free of charge. For 
more information, call 334-406-6700.  

 

ONGOING — Adult education classes are offered in 

Rm. 12 at New Brockton High School, 210 South Tyler 
St., Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes 
are free for individuals 16 years old or older who are 
not enrolled in public school. Individuals must take an 
assessment test prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 
for more information.

OZARK

ONGOING — The Ann Rudd Art Center offers free 
art lessons for children ages 5 and older. 

The young student class is Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to noon, and the adult-teen class is from 12:30-3 p.m. 

Slots are on a irst come, irst served basis. For more 
information, call 774-7922.

ONGOING — The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly 
meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. 
at the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more information, 
call 477-6221 or email wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

ONGOING — Every Wednesday, the Ozark-Dale 
County Public Library hosts free Wii Zumba from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Teens and adults are invited. For more 
information, call 774-5480.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to the Cross 
Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard 
United Methodist Church. 

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City Council meets 
monthly the irst and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Samson Community Center. 

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 meets 
monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust Company 
sponsors senior dance nights every Saturday night 
from 7-10 p.m. at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall and features 
music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with inger foods and 
refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

MAY 18 – The Masterworks Choir of Enterprise will 
perform songs from France, French composers and 
selections from “Les Miserables” at 7 p.m. at the Just 
Folk Coffee Shop in Elba.  In addition to the community 
choir singing, several soloists and a local youth choir 
will perform.  The concert will be free and open to the 
public, but donations will be welcome.

ONGOING – AMVETS Post 23 monthly meeting is 
held the second Thursday of each the month at 7 p.m. 
at the AMVETS Service Center, 203 MLK Dr., in Opp. 
For more information, call 334-493-0785 or visit www.
amvetspost23.com.

MAY 27 – AMVETS Post 23 members will place grave 
lags on veterans graves in Opp and the surrounding 
communities at 9 a.m.  People who wish to join the effort 
should call 334-493-0785.

MAY 29 – Opp will host its Memorial Day Ceremony 
at 10 a.m. at Peaceful Acres Cemetery.  The guest speaker 
will be retired Army Chaplain (Lt. Col.) David Trodgon.

Wiregrass community calendar

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs
Hot air balloon festival

Decatur will host the Alabama Jubilee 
Hot Air Balloon Festival May 27 from 
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. The festival is one of 
the largest free hot air balloon gatherings 
in the southeast, featuring more than 60 
balloons with races, key grab, tether rides 
and a balloon glow, according to organiz-

ers.  The festival also includes arts and 
crafts, food vendors, an antique car and 
tractor show, musical entertainment and 
children’s activities.

For more information, visit http://
www.alabamajubilee.net/.

Capitol Sounds - Summer Spectacular 

Concert

The Capitol Sounds Concert Band will 
host its Summer Series Spectacular Con-

cert June 6 from 7-9 p.m. at St. James 
United Methodist Church in Montgom-

ery. The band will perform selections 
from “The Planets” by British composer 
Gustav Holst, and the “Slavonic March” 
by Russian composer Peter Tchaikovsky. 
In addition, the band will perform a med-

ley from the Gershwin opera “Porgy and 
Bess,” as well as a Symphonic Suite from 
“Star Trek.” Another highlight of the 
concert will be a tribute to the legend-

ary songwriting duo of the Beatles’ John 
Lennon and Paul McCartney, titled “A 
Lennon-McCartney Portrait.”

The event is free and open to the pub-

lic, but donations are gladly accepted 
and will go towards performances for the 
band’s upcoming 2017-18 season. For 
more information, call 334-625-4661 or 
visit capitolsounds.org/.

Florida Panhandle Boat Show

The Florida Panhandle Boat Show is 
scheduled for June 16-18 from 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. at the Panama City Marina in 
Panama City, Florida. Power boats, sail 
boats, kayaks and marine accessories of 
all types will be featured throughout the 
extended pier for dry space and in-water 
marina dock parking, according to orga-

nizers. The area’s industry leaders will be 
showcasing their best for the boating and 
ishing enthusiasts of the southeast region. 
Included in the $10 adult paid admission 
will be viewing of new boats and marine 
accessories for all types of boating, boat-
ing safety seminars, Pier Jam Seafood 
Music Festival (Saturday and Sunday), 
live music, cornhole tournament, stand-
up paddleboard demonstration, hands-on 
sailing techniques, Jet-Pack Fly Board 
Guy demonstration and food vendors. 

Children under 16 will be admitted for 
free. For more information, visit http://
www.bayartsevents.com/event/the-lori-
da-panhandle-boat-show/.

Juneteenth Celebration

Juneteenth is the oldest known com-

memoration of the ending of slavery in 

Texas, but is used to mark the overall 
ending of slavery in the United States, 
according to the organizers of the June-

teenth Celebration scheduled for June 
17 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Montgom-

ery.  Oficials will block off Montgom-

ery Street between Lee and Molton for 
this irst celebration. The free event will 
feature local food and merchant vendors, 
performances and free tours of the Rosa 
Parks Museum. 

For more information, call 334-
241-8615 or visit www.facebook.com/
events/403539403336878.

Car, truck show

Montgomery will host an antique and 
classic car and truck show at the Union 

Station Train Shed May 20 from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Registration for entering cars 
will run from 10 a.m. to noon and the en-

try fee will be $20. Prizes will be awarded 
to the Top 25 vehicles and also a best of 
show award will be given. For more in-

formation, visit www.funinmontgomery.
com/announcements/antique-car-show.

Thunder on the Bay

The 6th Alabama Cavalry, the Alabama 
Division of Re-enactors will host Thun-

der on the Bay, a living history re-enact-
ment of the Battle of Mobile Bay, May 
20-21 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Dauphin 
Island. The well-preserved ramparts of 
Fort Gaines have guarded the entrance 
to Mobile Bay for more than 150 years, 

according to organizers. Now a historic 
site, the fort stands at the eastern tip of 
Dauphin Island where it commands pan-

oramic views of the bay and the Gulf 
of Mexico. The event highlights Fort 
Gaines’ integral role in the Battle of Mo-

bile Bay. 
For more information, visit http://

dauphinisland.org/.

Lake Fest, boat show

Alabama’s largest in-water boat show 
and festival is scheduled for May 19-20 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. at Cropwell. Ad-

mission is free. Attendees can test drive 
boats, enjoy live music and a ireworks 
show (Friday at 8 p.m.) and partake of 
the wares of food and lake lifestyle ven-

dors, according to organizers. 
For more information, visit http://www.

loganmartinlakefest.com/.

Jacksonian Guard Colors Ceremony

People are welcome to celebrate Flor-
ida becoming a U.S. territory in Pensa-

cola, where the original ceremony took 
place on July 17, 1821. The Jacksonian 
Guard is a Pensacola re-enactment group 
of Jacksonian era and Spanish soldiers, 
ifers and drummers who perform a col-
ors ceremony the third Saturday of each 

month at noon in Plaza Ferdinand on 
Palafox Street downtown. 

For more information, visit https://
downtownpensacola.com/businesses/
jacksonian-guard.

Slocomb will host its 28th annual tomato 
festival June 15-17. The event starts off with 
a city-wide prayer meeting June 15 at 6 p.m. at 
the First Baptist Church. June 16 there will be 

a karaoke contest. June 17, the festivities begin 
with a parade at 9 a.m. and then more entertain-

ment at the festival grounds – with the head-

lining band, the Kentucky Headhunters, taking 
the stage at about 5 p.m.

For more information, visit http://
slocombtomatofestival.org/2017/.

Army Flier

Staff Reports

Slocomb set to host 
annual tomato festival



ARMYFLIER.COM ฀❘฀฀MAY 18, 2017  ★฀฀C5

WASHINGTON — With military children gathered 
around him, Vice President Mike Pence saluted military 
families at an event at the White House May 9.

“We’re grateful that you’re here at the White House 
today,” Pence said. “We hope you leave here today with 
your hearts full of the assurance that the American peo-

ple are grateful for those who serve in uniform and just 
as grateful for the families who stand by their side.”

Pence hosted the event with his wife, Karen Pence, 
along with National Security Advisor H.R. McMaster 
and President Donald J. Trump’s eldest daughter, Ivan-

ka Trump, for National Military Appreciation Month, 
which is observed in May, and National Military Spouse 
Appreciation Day, which is May 12.

“The president asked Karen and I to host this event 
today just as a way of saying thanks, paying a debt of 
gratitude to the families and the servicemen and women 

who are gathered here today who serve our country each 

and every day,” the vice president said.
Pence said he and his wife are proud military parents 

who have the “great privilege of having a son and a 
daughter-in-law who are serving our country,” he said.  
“Our son is in the United States Marine Corps,” he add-

ed.
The reception at the vice president’s ceremonial ofice 

included more than 150 members of military families 
from all branches of service.

“Today is really about celebrating that while service 
members enlist, it’s families that serve,” Pence said, add-

ing, “I want to give a rousing round of applause to the 
military spouses who are with us here today who keep 
the home ires burning and who support their spouses as 
they serve our country.”

Pence also paid tribute to military family members 
who lost loves ones.

“You honor us by your presence, and I promise you, 
on behalf of the president of the United States, the 

American people will never forget your loved one or the 
sacriice your family made for our freedom,” he told the 
Gold Star families.

During the reception, the children had ice cream sun-

daes and colored pictures. A featured guest included the 

Pences’ pet rabbit, Marlon Bundo.
“Marlon came today really just to say hi to you, and 

to say thank you to all the children,” Karen Pence said 
as she held the black-and-white pet. “You guys were so 
nice.”

By Lisa Ferdinando

Defense Media Activity

Vice President Mike Pence greets children at an event honoring military families at the White House May 9. The event included more than 
150 members of military families from all branches of service. 

WHITE HOUSE PHOTO

Vice president salutes service, 
sacrifice of military families
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WASHINGTON — A memorial to Na-

tive American veterans will be erected on 
the outside grounds of the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of the American Indian 
at the Mall.

The anticipated dedication of the Na-

tional Native American Veterans Memorial 
is Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 2020, according 
to Rebecca Trautmann, project manager of 
the memorial. 

Ben Nighthorse Campbell of the Northern 
Cheyenne nation and Chickasaw Nation Lt. 
Gov. Jefferson Keel are leading an advisory 
committee of tribal leaders and veterans in 
assisting with outreach to Native American 
nations and tribes, and advising on plans 
for the memorial, Trautmann said.

Also, the advisory committee and the 
museum are conducting community con-

sultations to seek input and support for the 
memorial, she added. “Regional events 
bring together tribal leaders, Native vet-
erans and community members to gather 
their insights and advice.” There have been 
some 30 consultations to date with several 
more planned this summer.

Trautmann noted that the memorial has 

received congressional approval and that no 

federal funding will be used for the project. 
The project is expected to cost $15 million 
and donations are being solicited. 

PROUD HERITAGE

Eileen Maxwell, public affairs director 
of the museum, said the memorial is itting 
because “Native Americans have served in 
the armed forces in every major military 
conlict since the Revolutionary War and in 
greater numbers per capita than any other 
ethnic group.”

She added that today, the Department of 
Defense estimates that some 24,000 Amer-
ican Indian and Alaska Native men and 
women are on active duty, and more than 
150,000 veterans self-identify as American 
Indian or Alaska Native.

NEW EXHIBIT

In other news, in November, the museum 
opened a new exhibit on the second loor, 
honoring Native Americans in the nation’s 
wars, Maxwell said. The exhibit, titled “Pa-

triot Nations: Native Americans in Our Na-

tion’s Armed Forces,” consists of 24 panels 
that depict achievements of Native Ameri-
cans in various wars.

Several duplicate panels have been made 
and the museum has been sending these 
traveling exhibits to both Native American 

and non-Native American communities 
across the U.S., she said.

Another exhibit, which is temporary and 
will close Oct. 7, is titled “For a Love of 
His People: The Photography of Horace 
Poolaw.” Poolaw, a citizen of the Kiowa 
nation, was a World War II photographer 
and many of his photographs are of Native 
American veterans. 

MEMORIAL DAY EVENT

On Memorial Day, May 29, at 2 p.m., 

the museum will host a special public 
event for those interested in preserving 
their veteran’s memories. Maxwell said 
anyone who has military letters, photo-

graphs, medals, uniforms and other cher-
ished memorabilia can learn from experts 
from the museum, as well as experts from 
the Library of Congress, about how to pre-

serve them.
The National Museum of the American 

Indian website is at www.AmericanIndian.
si.edu.

By David Vergun

Army News Service

Second Lt. Ernest Childers, from the Muscogee Creek nation, receives the Medal of Honor from Lt. Gen. 
Jacob L. Devers, April 8, 1944, at 5th Army headquarters in Italy. Childers, operating under heavy enemy 
fire, wiped out two German machine gun nests near Oliveto, Italy, killing enemy snipers and capturing 
an artillery observer. 

PHOTO BY OTTO BETTMANN

National Native American Veterans Memorial to be erected in D.C.
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Religious Services

WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services are on 
Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 

Bldg. 109

8 a.m. Traditional Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, 

Bldg. 8940

8:30 a.m. Catholic Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions 
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass (Saturday)

Wings Chapel, Building 6036

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Latter-Day Saints

10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar Study (4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, 

Bldg. 8939

10:15 a.m. CCD (except during 
summer months)

BIBLE STUDIES
TUESDAY

Crossroads Discipleship Study

(Meal/Bible Study)
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women of the Chapel

Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study

Spiritual Life Center, 6:30 p.m.



SILVER SPRING, Md. — You’re 

in pain, and it’s not going away. 

You go to your doctor wondering if 

there’s a way to relieve it, and you 

rest easy knowing you’re in good 

hands. 

With patient safety as a top pri-

ority, the Department of Defense 

and Department of Veterans Af-

fairs have updated their clinical 

guidance on opioid therapy used to 

manage chronic pain.

“There has been a rapid advance-

ment in the science and the knowl-

edge of opioid therapy, and of the 

risks associated with it,” said Dr. 

Christopher Spevak, director of 

the National Capital Region Opi-

oid Safety Program and a provider 

at Walter Reed National Military 

Medical Center in Bethesda.

Updated every ive years – 
available online at https://www.

healthquality.va.gov/guidelines/

pain/cot/ and in a pocket card ver-

sion – this clinical practice guide-

line is a tool that helps providers 

better manage the use of powerful 

drugs. It serves as a resource rather 

than a standard of care by helping 

doctors set reachable goals while 

coming up with treatment plans for 

their patients.

The updates in the 2017 guide-

line relect a continued commit-
ment to beneiciaries for safety and 
safe opioid prescribing, which will 

result in better quality of care, said 

Spevak. Since opioids like Vicodin, 

OxyContin and morphine are pow-

erful pain relievers, they can lead 

to dependence, misuse, or over-

dose if they’re not managed prop-

erly. Some of the most important 

updates to the recommendations 

include avoiding long-term opioid 

prescriptions for patients under the 

age of 30 and putting strategies in 

place to lessen risk.

The guideline also recommends 

helping patients manage their pain 

symptoms through non-drug and 

non-opioid treatments whenever 

possible. This can include a range 

of options, such as behavioral 

health, mental health, or physical 

approaches, and non-opioid based 

medications.

Lt. Col. Robert Brutcher, deputy 

director of the Department of Phar-

macy at Walter Reed, supports the 

use of alternative approaches to 

care for chronic pain.

“The goal of updating recom-

mendations is to help providers 

improve the quality of the care for 

patients who experience chronic 

pain,” said Brutcher, describing 

the new approach to pain manage-

ment as holistic.

Physicians may discuss alterna-

tive pain therapies and remedies 

with their patients. By focusing less 

on strong pain medication, surgery 

or other treatment options, patients 

can work with doctors to learn how 

to self-manage their pain, which 

can lead to better quality of life, 

increased physical function, and 

improved pain coping skills.

That’s not to say prescriptions 

are discouraged in all cases. When 

patients start, or continue, opioid 

therapy, doctors are encouraged 

to evaluate the risks and beneits 
of this treatment plan every three 

months. The guideline encourages 

providers to start opioid therapy 

when needed for a short amount of 

time with the lowest dose allowed 

depending on a patient’s needs and 

health risks. Risk strategies for 

patients who are already on long-

term treatment plans include over-

dose education and random urine 

drug testing.

“As research evolves and more 

evidence becomes available,” said 

Brutcher, “you have to adapt treat-

ment strategies, and health care 

has to change with the information 

available. We’re trying to look out 

for what’s best for the patient.”

D
MAY 18, 2017

Health
TEAM EFFORT
10th CAB Soldiers break record 

in Army 40-mile challenge in Italy 

Story on Page D3and Fitness

Fort Rucker intramural softball 

teams continue to battle it out in 

regular season play, and one team 

reigned over its opponents in one 

of the highest scoring games of the 

season so far.

The Fort Rucker Fire Department, 

Plug Uglies, dominated the 1st Bat-

talion, 13th Aviation Regiment’s 

Real Game during a game at the 

post softball ields Tuesday, beating 
them 26-4.

“We had strong pitching, a stellar 

defense behind him, and when you 

have that kind of conidence in your 
team, the hits just come,” said Tim 

Wilson, coach for Plug Uglies.

Real Game took to the plate irst 
and started off with a solid shot to 

left ield for a base hit. They man-

aged to get a few runners on base, 

but Plug Uglies’ defense came out 

strong and didn’t let the 1-13th ad-

vance past second base.

As Plug Uglies took their turn at 

bat, they got off on the right foot 

with back-to-back doubles to bring 

in a run early on, which would only 

be the start of their scoring streak.

The ire department team man-

aged to keep the ball on the ground 

and out of the hands of their oppo-

nents to get runners on base, and 

coupled with multiple errors by the 

1-13th gave Plug Uglies numerous 

opportunities to score, and score 

they did.

Real Game couldn’t seem to keep 

the ball in their gloves, even drop-

ping multiple pop lies, allowing the 
ire department team to keep run-

ners on base, eventually loading the 

bases.

With bases loaded, Real Game’s 

pitcher couldn’t ind the sweet spot 
and started lobbing balls, bringing 

in four runs by walks alone.

Plug Uglies continued their on-

slaught until inally a hit toward the 
pitcher, which is considered illegal 

and an automatic out, sent the ire 
department into back into the out-

ield, up 19-0 in just the irst inning.
Real game had their work cut out 

if they had any hope to stay in the 

game, but they didn’t go into the 

second inning off on the right foot 

with a pop up to left ield for their 
irst out and a foul out with their sec-

ond at bat.

They inally managed to get run-

ners on base as they started to keep 

the ball on the ground, but a strike 

out ended their chance at redemption 

for the inning and they went back 

into the outield, scoreless again.
Plug took their time at bat as ag-

gressive as before and continued 

their onslaught against their oppo-

nents, even managing a 3-run in-the-

park home run before Real Game 

was able to put a stop to their scor-

ing streak, ending the inning 26-0.

If Plug Uglies had any hopes to 

stay in the game, they needed to be 

able to come within 10 runs of their 

opponents to keep the game going 

past the third inning.

They started the inning off with 

multiple base hits to get runners on 

base and got their irst score of the 
game to avoid a shut out.

They had plenty of ground to 

cover and managed to bring in three 

more runs, but it was too little, too 

late and they couldn’t keep the ball 

out of the hands of Plug Uglies for 

long, and the game ended, 26-4, in 

the bottom of the third. 
Mikel Featherston, player for Plug Uglies, connects with the ball during a game against Real Game at the post intra-
mural softball fields Tuesday. Plug Uglies downed Real Game, 26-4.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

By Nathan Pfau

Army Flier Staff Writer
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Plug Uglies scorch Real Game, 26-4

Military Health System
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DOD, VA update guidance on managing chronic pain

Lyster Army Health Clinic honored its nurses May 

6-12 during National Nurses Week.

During the week, hospitals and clinics throughout the 

nation focused attention on the diverse ways America’s 

3.1 million registered nurses work to save lives and im-

prove the health of millions of individuals. 

This year, the American Nurses Association selected 

“Year of the Healthy Nurse” as the theme. It’s all about 

celebrating nurses who lead the charge for health and 

wellness.

Annually, National Nurses Week begins on May 6, 

marked as RN Recognition Day, and ends on May 12, 

the birthday of Florence Nightingale, founder of nurs-

ing as a modern profession. 

During the week, registered nurses at Lyster Army 

Health Clinic were honored by a cake cutting ceremo-

ny, a pizza social and more.

Traditionally, National Nurses Week is devoted to 

highlighting the diverse ways in which registered nurs-

es, who comprise the largest health care profession, are 

working to improve health care. From bedside nursing 

in hospitals and long-term care facilities to the halls of 

research institutions, state legislatures and Congress, 

the depth and breadth of the nursing profession is 

meeting the expanding health care needs of American 

society. 

LAHC nurses are the caregivers, communicators, 

patient advocates and decision makers. Nursing is 

a passion for those illed with compassion. LAHC 
was proud to recognize its registered nurses for the 

quality work they provide seven days a week, 365 

days a year.

Lyster honors nurses 
during National 
Nurses Week 

Lyster’s most senior nurse, Maxine Ryan, and youngest nurse, 
Jared Danner, had the honor of cutting the cake as Lyster 
Army Health Clinic celebrated its nurses during National 
Nurse’s Week recently. 

PHOTO BY JENNY STRIPLING

By Jenny Stripling

Lyster Army Health Clinic Public Affairs
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LAKE GARDA, Italy — On April 30, 

1945, Col. William O. Darby, assistant com-

mander of infantry Soldiers from the 10th 

Mountain Division during World War II, 

was killed in action in Torbole. 

Just a few hours later, 25 Soldiers carry-

ing on with the mission drowned when their 

amphibious vehicle sank during a nighttime 

crossing of Lake Garda. 

The bodies of the 25 were never recov-

ered. Only one Soldier survived that night, 

but the U.S. Army, true to its values, has 

never let these Soldiers’ sacriice be forgot-
ten. A memorial for the 25 Soldiers was built 

and the Colonel Darby 40-Mile/12-Hour 

Ranger Road March Challenge stands to 

this day, a tribute to the Soldiers’ sacriice.
Five Soldiers from 3rd General Support 

Aviation Battalion, 10th Aviation Regiment, 

10th Combat Aviation Brigade, 10th Moun-

tain Division (LI), completed the challenge 

April 30 in Italy and were the irst to do so 
while currently assigned to the division.

The group collectively beat the course re-

cord by four minutes with a total time of 7 

hours, 4 minutes. That averages out to a 10 

minute and 36 second pace throughout the 

40-miles along Lake Garda.

“The team feels great about the race and 

beating the previous military record was 

a bonus, especially since it was held by a 

U.S. Air Force service member,” said 1st. 

Sgt. Robert Stephens, irst sergeant for B 
Company, 3-10th Avn. Regt.. “Capt. Kandy 

Heekin was instrumental in providing ultra-

marathon knowledge and was just awesome 

in planning all the logistics that made this 

race a reality. She was also the driving force 

that spurred the team to a strong inish, after 
around Mile 35, when the run became much 

harder mentally for most of the team.”

The team trained for eight weeks lead-

ing up to the race in order to prepare for the 

grueling demands on the body and mind. 

Most training weeks included 20 to 40 

miles of running, but the peak week totaled 

60 miles. 

Fueling the body while still moving for-

ward was an integral part of the team’s 

strategy, said Capt. Mary Schuster, F Co. 

commander, who served as the team’s sup-

port along the way. Schuster offered the 

food, hydration and electrolytes necessary 

to avoid anyone hitting the dreaded runner’s 

wall.

The team saw the race as more than just 

a test of their own stamina and ability and 

hopes others will, too.

“It was the opportunity to commemorate 

10th Mountain heritage,” Stephens said. “It 

was an honor to relect on their sacriice to 
our great nation through this unique op-

portunity. We hope that others see this run 

is seen as encouragement to always test 

your physical limits and to always strive to 

achieve higher goals.”

The team was comprised of: Heekin, 

former B Co. commander; Capt. Matthew 

Wright, D Co. commander; CW4 Chris 

Zamora, standardization pilot for C Co.; 

CW3 Caleb Bergeron, test pilot for C Co.; 

and Stephens.
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Fit Fest

Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Youth Extreme Fitness registration

Fort Rucker Youth Sports will host registration for 

its Youth Extreme Fitness program now through May 

31. The program will be both challenging and reward-

ing, according to youth sports oficials. The program is 
designed to push children beyond their normal comfort 

zones, both mentally and physically. The program will 

be open to youth ages 8-18. The event will be held on 

the youth sports football ields Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 6-7 p.m. Workouts will include low crawling, tire 

lipping, pulling rope, running and sled pushing. A cur-
rent sports physical, and valid child and youth services 

membership are required for participation. 

For more information, call 255-9638 or 255-2254.

Spin challenge

People can challenge themselves at the two-hour 

spin challenge Tuesday beginning at 5:30 p.m. at 

Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center. The cost 

is $3.50 or a card punch. The event is open to all autho-

rized patrons. Refreshments will be available and all 

participants will be entered into the Strong B.A.N.D.S. 

drawing for the opportunity to win a prize. 

For more information, call 255-3794.

Deep sea ishing
MWR Central will host a private charter deep sea 

ishing trip in Destin, Florida, May 27. The private 
charter is a 45-foot walk-around boat that heads out 

for a six-hour trip. The cost of the trip is $175 per per-

son and includes transportation, bait, rod, reel, ishing 
license, ish cleaning and tip. The staff recommends 
people bring a small cooler with drinks and snacks (no 

glass). The bus departs from Fort Rucker at 2 a.m. – 
time subject to change based on ishing conditions. 

To register, call 255-2997 or 255-4305.

British Soccer Camp

The Fort Rucker Youth Sports Department is part-

nering with Challenger Sports to bring British Soc-

cer Camp to the post May 30 to June 2. Participants 

will receive a camp T-shirt, soccer ball and evaluation 

form. A current sports physical, and a valid child and 

youth services registration are required to participate. If 

WebTrac was used for registration, parents should call 

255-2257 to let the staff know what size shirts to order 

for their children. Full-day camp participants will need 

to bring lunch. 

For more information, call 255-2257 or 255-9638.

Survivors, Fallen Heroes Run

The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will host 

the Survivors and Fallen Heroes 5K June 3 starting at 

8 a.m. The Fort Rucker Survivor Outreach Services 

program has stars noting the name of Fallen Heroes 

with Gold Star Family members in this area of cover-

age. Runners are requested to pin a star to their shirt 

and run in honor and memory of these fallen heroes. 

In addition, stars will be available for runners to per-

sonalize with the names of fallen service members 

they would like to run in honor of. These stars are a 

visual reminder of those who have given the ultimate 

sacriice. The event also recognizes survivors of fallen 
heroes. Race-day registration begins at 6:30 a.m. and 

ends at 7:40 a.m. Participants are encouraged to pre-

register at either PFC. The fun run will begin after the 

5K race is complete and is open to all children ages 12 

and under, free of charge. Each fun run participant will 

receive a medal. T-shirts will be available while sup-

plies last. The cost is $25. Trophies will be awarded in 

various categories.

For more information, call 255-2296 or 255-1749.
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By Spc. Thomas Scaggs

10th Combat Aviation Brigade

Public Affairs

Runners from 3-10th Avn. Regt., 10th CAB, pose at the 
finish of the Col. William O. Darby 40-Mile/12-Hour 
Ranger Road March Challenge after they successfully 
broke the course record by four minutes in Torbole, 
Italy, April 30. 

PHOTO BY SPC. THOMAS SCAGGS

10th CAB Soldiers break record in 
Army 40-mile challenge in Italy
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To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services

he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has

been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,
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No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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BETHESDA, Md. — Few 

medical centers in America have 

the storied history and legacy 

of Walter Reed. The hospital -- 

which relocated to Bethesda in 

2011 -- has cared for past presi-

dents, generals and thousands of 

wounded service members for 

over a century. 

At a special event, held at the 

D.C. Armory, some of those ser-

vice members and their families 

joined Army leaders to celebrate 

the 10th year of the medical cen-

ter’s Warrior Transition Brigade-

National Capital Region.

One of the leaders in attendance 

was Lt. Gen. Gary H. Cheek, 

director of the Army Staff and 

former commanding general of 

the Warrior Care and Transition 

Command. Cheek spoke about 

the resolve shown by the men and 

women who have transitioned 

through Walter Reed, and their 

determination to push forward 

despite their injury or illness. 

“Life is about abilities, not dis-

abilities,” Cheek said. “There is 

so much you can do.”

Current WTB commander Col. 

Christopher Boyle, who tran-

sitioned through the brigade as 

wounded warrior himself, com-

mended the WTB and staff for 

providing the quality of care that 

the heroes coming through their 

doors deserve. 

“We have a dedicated civilian 

and military cadre that work on 

and off the clock to make sure 

soldiers and their families are 

taken care of,” Boyle said.

In an emotional moment, Lt. 

Col. Bruce Gannaway, Fort Hood 

WTU Commander, recalled his 

days at the Walter Reed WTB 

after an improvised explosive 

device explosion in Iraq cost him 

his left leg in 2007. 

After more than 30 surger-

ies and intense physical therapy, 

Gannaway shared what helped 

him get through some of the dark 

days of transition. “I was part of 

a community that pulled together 

in the face of adversity. Soldiers 

in transition, family members, 

squad leaders, medical provid-

ers, therapists and case managers 

of all types – we hung on to each 
other and pushed forward.” 

Another important factor in a 

successful recovery is family sup-

port. That perspective was shared 

by Tammy Kartcher, a former 

non-medical attendant. 

Kartcher’s son came into the 

WTB at Walter Reed in 2010 

after suffering multiple gunshot 

wounds in Iraq. Kartcher tearful-

ly thanked the staff for providing 

a support system for patients and 

caregivers who are going through 

a transition of their own. 

“You watch [your loved one] 

learn to do things all over again 

– to walk, eat and speak. Some-

times I wanted to pull my hair 

out. Other times it was so reward-

ing to watch the warriors and 

caregivers adapt to their new way 

of life,” said Kartcher.

In the last decade, the medical 

center has worked tirelessly to 

care for the nation’s wounded, ill 

and injured Soldiers. According 

to former WTB commander Maj. 

Gen. Terrence J. McKenrick, it is 

about fulilling promises to the 
thousands of families that depend 

on the WTB to “take care of their 

sons and daughters.”

While celebrating the many 

successful recoveries made in the 

WTB, event organizers also made 

sure to honor those who could not 

be saved. A remembrance pre-

sentation displayed the names of 

every service member who has 

passed away at the Walter Reed 

WTB in the last decade. 

By Whitney Delbridge Nichels

Army Warrior Care and Transition

Warrior Transition Brigade-National Capital 

Region celebrates 10th anniversary
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