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ABOVE THE BEST

USAACE announces
Best Warriors for 2017

By Kelly P. Morris
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence
Public Affairs

The U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence announced its best warriors during a
ceremony May 5, on the heels of an intense
three-day contest of mental and physical
strength at Fort Rucker.

The annual ceremony held in the U.S.
Army Aviation Museum recognized the
USAACE Non-commissioned Officer, Ad-
vanced Individual Training (AIT) Platoon
Sergeant and Soldier of the Year.

The 2017 USAACE Non-commissioned
Officer of the Year is Staff Sgt. Mathew
Johnson, an aircraft powertrain mechanic
with C Co., 2-210th Aviation Regt., 128th
Aviation Brigade, Joint Base Langley-Eu-
stis, Virginia.

The 2017 USAACE Advanced Individ-
ual Training (AIT) Platoon Sergeant of the
Year is Staff Sgt. Brittany Barfield, an AIT

platoon sergeant with D Co., 1-222nd Avi-
ation Regt., 128th Aviation Brigade, Joint
Base Langley-Eustis, Virginia.

The 2017 USAACE Soldier of the Year
is Spc. Michael Nixon, an instructor for the
Basic Officer Leadership Course, D Co.,
1-145th Aviation Regt., 1st Aviation Bri-
gade, Fort Rucker, Alabama.

Command Sgt. Major Gregory M.
Chambers, Command Sergeant Major of
the Aviation Branch in his remarks said
competition improves organizations and
contributes to victory on the battlefield.

“As we support and defend our nation,
competitive Soldiers are what wins bat-
tles,” Chambers said.

“What we need more in today’s Army is
people who are willing to get outside their
comfort zone and go above and beyond to
make themselves better,” Chambers said.

The only way to do that is to “give some-
thing up”, and these Soldiers gave up per-
sonal time to study, do more physical train-
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Command Sgt. Major Gregory M. Chambers, Command Sergeant Major of the Aviation Branch presents
awards to the recipients of the 2017 U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence Non-commissioned Officer,
Advanced Individual Training (AIT) Platoon Sergeant and Soldier of the Year in a ceremony at the US Army
Aviation Museum May 5. From left to right, the awardees are: Staff Sgt. Mathew Johnson, Staff Sgt. Brit-

tany Barfield, and Spc. Michael Nixon.

ing, and learn to break down a weapon and
put it back together blindfolded, he said.
“We have nine individuals who took the
time and made themselves better. In mak-
ing yourselves better, you made your units
and your organizations better,” he said.
Chambers called on participants to go

back home and inspire competitiveness in
their peers.

The ceremony included a video presen-
tation that showcased the events of the
competition as Soldiers were put to the test

SEE BEST WARRIORS, PAGE A7
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Shenglan Shi and Qigi Liu, both of the Troy University Confucius Institute, perform a traditional fan dance during the Asian American/Pacific

Islander Heritage Month kickoff ceremony at the post exchange Friday.

Fort Rucker celebrates Asian
American/Pacific Islander Heritage

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Fort Rucker kicked off Asian
American/Pacific Islander Heritage

As sounds of the Far East filled
the ears of shoppers and lunch go-
ers, people also got a taste of cul-
tural diversity during and obser-
vance to celebrate the differences
that make the nation stronger.

Month with a celebration at the post
exchange Friday that included food,
dancing and a bit of educational en-
lightenment on why diversity is im-
portant in today’s Army, according
to Sgt. 1st Class Matthew Castillo,
110th Aviation Brigade equal op-

portunity adviser.

“[Asian American and Pacific
Islander cultures’] rich heritage
continues to span the world in the
depths of American history,” said
the EO adviser during the kickoff.
“Generation after generation, [they]

SEE HERITAGE, PAGE A7

Local Soldier to attend national Memorial Day event

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Memorial Day is a day
when people from across
the U.S. remember those
who died in service to the
nation, but for one Fort
Rucker Soldier, the day is
an opportunity to not only
honor that sacrifice, but to
apologize, as well, as he
embarks on an unforget-
table journey.

Spc. Joshua Moore, 1st
Battalion, 212th Aviation
Regiment, was selected as

PERSPECTIVE = A2

one of five Soldiers from
the Better Opportunities
for Single Soldiers Army-
wide program to get the
opportunity to visit Wash-
ington, D.C., for the 2017
Memorial Day observance
at  Arlington  National
Cemetery.

Moore, who works as an
Aviation operations spe-
cialist for the 1-212th Avn.
Regt., was selected after
being nominated, and sub-
mitting packets and letters

SEE SOLDIER, PAGE A7
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PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU
Spec. Joshua Moore, 1-212th Avn. Regt., enjoys a game of pool at the
BOSS building. Moore was selected as one of five Soldiers to attend
the 2017 Memorial Day ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery in
Washington D.C.
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Lt. Col. Cal C. Nix, 1st Bn., 212th Avn. Regt. commander, receives
the unit colors from Col. Kelly E. Hines, 110th Avn. Bde. com-
mander, as he assumes command from Lt. Col. Ross F. Nelson,
outgoing commander, during a change of command ceremony
on Howze Field Friday.

1-212th Avn.
Regt. welcomes
new commander

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 212th Aviation
Regiment welcomed a new commander while bid-
ding farewell to their former commander during
a change of command ceremony on Howze Field
Friday.

Lt. Col. Cal C. Nix assumed command from Lt.
Col. Ross F. Nelson as the unit colors passed from
the outgoing commander to Col. Kelly E. Hines,
110th Aviation Brigade commander, to the new
commander.

Hines spoke during the ceremony of the achieve-
ments of the battalion and the importance leader-
ship plays in the unit’s success.

“I commanded a battalion in [U.S. Army Forces
Command], and I’ve got to tell you, the 1-212th
daily mission is far more complex and its success
or failure has far more strategic impact than any as-
sault battalion in the Army,” said the brigade com-
mander. “When | found out [Nelson] was going to
be commanding the 1-212th [two years ago] while
I commanded the 110th, I couldn’t have been more
pleased.

“Losing a great command team is always a hard
pill to swallow, but as always the Army has got it
right with the next team,” he continued. “To Cal
Nix and his wife, Joycelyn, | know you’re both
ready for this, and | know you’re very excited and
you’re going to do great. | know you’re going take
the 1-212th to even greater heights, so welcome
aboard.”

SEE 1-212TH, PAGE A7
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BE A PART OF THE SOLUTION

Normalizing mental health starts with you

By Col. Michael Place
Commander, Madigan Army Medical
Center

JOINT BASE LEWIS-MCCHORD,
Wash. — For the past several years, we, as
a military, have been encouraging service
members to optimize their mental health.

We know that mental health is just as
important as physical health to service
members’ overall wellbeing, readiness
and performance downrange, and because
of this we want more service members to
proactively use mental health services.

But how do we get after truly lowering
the traces of stigma about mental health
that still linger in our military culture? The
answer, quite simply, is for you to partici-
pate directly in this shift, and that starts
with checking your own attitudes and
thoughts about mental health.

Are you comfortable with thinking about
mental health, talking about it, addressing
your own mental health needs or encour-
aging others to get help? And what do you
do if the answer to any of these is no?

With nearly 20 percent of Americans
experiencing mental illness in any given
year, chances are that you know somebody
who is living with a mental health illness.
Studies show, however, that even fam-
ily members of people with mental health
conditions can still espouse stigmas which
can show up as avoidance, gossip, distrust
or even pity.

So, the question is, what can you per-
sonally do to change how we as a military
culture think about mental health? You

can start by examining your own thoughts
about mental health and mental illnesses
— don’t be too quick to judge yourself if
some of those thoughts are negative, since
they most likely reflect how society views
mental health conditions. Once you realize
that you may have stigmatizing thoughts
about mental health, then you can start
replacing them with the realization that
mental health is a part of all of our lives
and that we all will experience mental
health stress, injuries or illnesses at some
point. It’s a part of our makeup as human
beings.

Next, think about how you talk about
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mental health, and most especially how
you talk to people who are experiencing
depression, anxiety, stress, grief or emo-
tional trauma.

Are you open to listening to them in a
nonjudgmental way? Do you encourage
them to get help when needed? When you
happen to talk about mental health in ev-
eryday conversations, would listeners as-
sume that you are understanding and sup-
portive of mental health treatment?

Simply letting it be known that you’re
supportive of mental health in general may
encourage more people — subordinates,
peers or even family members — to open

up to you.

You can also help normalize mental
health by talking more about it and com-
paring good mental health with good
physical health. If someone has a knee in-
jury, they might get surgery followed by
physical therapy — we try to avoid stress
injuries to begin with through regular
physical training.

If someone is depressed, they may get
prescribed an antidepressant along with
regular counseling. Units can also offer
regular mental health training by pairing
up with their embedded behavioral health
providers to learn how to decrease risk
factors for mental health conditions.

When we’re just as comfortable talk-
ing about mental health as we are talking
about physical health, and when we’re just
as comfortable going to a behavioral health
therapist as we are to a physical therapist,
then we’ll know that we’ve turned around
our military and American cultures about
mental health. Until then, | invite you to
be a part of this change.

For mental health help, active duty ser-
vice members can contact their embedded
behavioral health teams, while other pa-
tients can ask their primary care managers
for referrals to behavioral health.

If you are thinking about harming your-
self, please call the 24/7 hotline National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline 800-273-
TALK.

You can also call Military OneSource
at 800-342-9647 for information on re-
sources such as non-medical counseling
and peer support.
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Heather Brown,
military spouse
“Leave her alone. When you’re

a mom, you spend every minute
of every day focusing on your

L&Mother’s Day is Sunday. What

are some ways you can show
mothers that they’re appreciated???

i

CW2 Steven Umetsu,

“Buy them some chocolate.”

C Co., 1st Bn.,
14th Avn. Regt.

Kjerstin Lifto,
military spouse

“Mothers should be honored ev-
ery day. I’d rather have my kids do
small things for me every day or

Keisha Mitchell,
military spouse

the mothers do

“Just take that day to let
absolutely
nothing and someone else do

Diana Boelk,
military spouse
“Give them the day off.”

kids, your family and your job. once a week.” everything.”
If you’re going to have a day
about yourself, you should be
able to relax and do whatever
you want with no guilt.”
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sk your buddy JUTy

* Have the courage to ask the question, but stay

calm.

 Calmly control the situation, do not use force.

« Actively listen to produce relief.

» Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you
thinking of killing yourself?”

are for your buddy
* Remove any means that could be used for self-

scort your buddy

* Never leave your buddy alone.
+ Escorttothe chain of command, achaplain, abehavioral

health professional or a primary care provider.
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TASK FORGE STRIKE

Commander recalls assisting Iraqgi troops in drive on Mosul

By David Vergun
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — When Task Force
Strike arrived in Iraq in April 2016, the U.S.
Air Force was delivering all the precision
strike capability to the Iraqis fighting the Is-
lamic State, said Col. Brett Sylvia.

Over the course of the deployment of 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Di-
vision (Air Assault), which made up Task
Force Strike, the U.S. Soldiers augmented
much of that strike capability with their own
artillery and unmanned aerial vehicle assets.
About 6,000 artillery rounds were fired, he
added.

Sylvia, the brigade commander, spoke at a
media roundtable May 3 at the Pentagon.

Although the U.S. mission in Iraq is often
referred to as one of advising and assisting,
Sylvia said only about 25 percent of the bri-
gade was doing that. The other 75 percent
were engaged in route clearance, expedited
communications, air and ground coordina-
tion and logistics, which enabled the Iragis
to build their forces up and get to their tacti-
cal assembly area for the push into eastern
Mosul, which began Oct. 17.

Sylvia said he was pleased with the au-
thorities the U.S. commanders on the ground
were given to call for fire to enable the Iraqi
ground forces to move forward. In March,
the month before the task force arrived in
Irag, the authority was granted not only for
the general in charge of the operation but for
colonels, lieutenant colonels, and in at least
one case, a captain near the front of the fight-
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Staff Sgt. Brandon Blanton, center, a trainer with A Co., 1-502nd Inf. Regt., Task Force Strike, assists
Iraqi army ranger students during a room clearing drill at Gamp Taji, Iraq, July 18.

ing.

Although the Iraqis themselves did the
fighting, there were some limited situations
when U.S. Soldiers accompanied them to
provide “niche capability,” Sylvia said.

For instance, Soldiers accompanied an
Iragi battalion on a bridge-building mission
on the Tigris River, where the enemy had
blown up the bridge. The Soldiers advised
them on establishing area security as the
U.S.-made bridge was erected, he said.

As for militia fighters not attached to the
Iraqi army who were also fighting the Islam-
ic State, Sylvia said they were pretty much

segregated from Iragi forces. The U.S. was
aware of their location and movements, he
said, but did not interact with them in any
way.

THREAT FROM ABOVE

It’s been some time since the U.S. faced a
threat from the sky, Sylvia noted.

During the battle for Mosul, UAS began
appearing in the air in and around the city
and it was quickly determined that they did
not belong to friendly forces, he said. In one
day alone, 12 appeared. They were mostly
quadcopters operated by Wi-Fi with about

45 minutes of flight time.

At first, it was determined that they were
providing the enemy with intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance. They were
also taking video and using it for propaganda
over their social media sites, he said.

Over time, the enemy managed to mount
40 mm grenades on the UAS and drop them,
Sylvia said.

It was sort of primitive, he said — like when
World War | pilots would toss bombs out of
their airplanes by hand. It wasn’t precision
bombing, but it was more effective than their
indiscriminate bombing.

This new threat from the air had U.S.
forces dusting off old manuals on how to
respond to threats from the air. Over time,
the U.S. employed countermeasures that
stopped or slowed their flight, enabling Iraqi
ground forces to shoot them out of the sky.

BEST DAY IN IRAQ

Sylvia said he still clearly recalls his best
day in Irag. It was Christmas day and Iraqi
forces, who are Muslim, invited him and his
Soldiers to a Christian church just outside
Mosul to attend mass. The Islamic State had
gutted the church, but the Iraqis had rebuilt it
with their own money.

“It was a powerful symbol and was amaz-
ing,” he said of the visit to the church, adding
that he hopes the relationship forged with the
Iragis will be enduring.

Task Force Strike returned to Fort Camp-
bell, Kentucky, in January, but was replaced
by the 2nd BCT, 82nd Airborne Division
which is serving in Irag now.

IMCOM customers make themselves heard through ICE

By Mr. William P. Bradner
Installation Management
Command Public Affairs

SAN ANTONIO - The Interac-
tive Customer Evaluation system
is a web-based tool that allows
users to recognize great service,
point out a concern, or make a
recommendation about Depart-
ment of Defense organizations.

Installation Management Com-
mand customers make up over
55 percent of the entire DOD
ICE mission, with a total of more
nearly 4.2 million comments
overall.

“It’s not surprising when you
consider IMCOM manages more
than 70 installations worldwide,
and is the proponent for all Fam-
ily, and Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation programs throughout the
Army,” said IMCOM Command-
er Lt. Gen. Kenneth R. Dahl.

“It puts a burden on our service
provider managers, but it’s well
worth the effort because of the
information it provides us as de-
cision makers,” Dahl said.

ICE is IMCOM’s primary
means of receiving feedback di-
rectly from its customers. ICE
empowers customers to make a
difference in how IMCOM de-
livers products and services, by

offering recommendations and
bringing up issues. Customer
comments are a critical compo-
nent in helping the command
prioritize and refocus installa-
tion services and support to meet
changing requirements.

“All IMCOM service provider
managers are required to review
and follow-up on every comment
regardless of whether the custom-
er asks for a response or not,” said
Russell Matthias, ICE Program
Administrator for IMCOM.

In the last year, IMCOM re-
sponded to over 409,000 customer
comments in ICE. Over 362,000
of those customers responded
that they were satisfied with their
product or service, which is a 93
percent overall customer satisfac-
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tion rate. Of those that had a com-
plaint and provided contact infor-
mation, IMCOM responded to 81
percent in three days or less.

Though it’s not required, Mat-
thias highly encourages custom-
ers provide their contact informa-
tion when submitting a comment
card through ICE, so program
managers can provide immediate
feedback.

“We want to hear it, good or
bad,” Matthias said. “It’s the only
way we get better at what we do.
And if the customer provides con-
tact information, we can respond
directly to them with an answer,
to either make it right, or even
have a discussion about ways to
improve.”

In many cases, an ICE com-

ment begins an ongoing interac-
tion that lasts until the problem
is resolved. One ICE customer
wrote to the command after re-
ceiving assistance through the
program to send appreciation for
how the complaint was handled.

“[ICE] made sure | got to the
correct people to assist me in my
situation,” the customer wrote.
“They did research and spoke to
leadership to help me. I wish |
knew about this office sooner.”

Matthias said the majority of
ICE customers leave anonymous
comments, which is still helpful,
but frustrating to the service or
program managers at the installa-
tion level.

“They can make it right for the
next person... but I think most
managers would prefer to be able
to let the customer know their
voice made a difference,” Mat-
thias said.

It also limits how ICE can help.
Contact information maximizes
the opportunity to assist the cus-
tomer, which often turns a nega-
tive experience into a positive
interaction.

“Not only did she assist me over
the phone, but she took the time
to follow-up,” one customer said.
“She went above and beyond and
provided me with a direct line for
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assistance. A million thank-yous
from the bottom of my heart.”

Managers appreciate the op-
portunity to make things right,
Matthias said.

ICE is available to every IM-
COM customer using IMCOM
services — Soldiers, Sailors, Air-
men, Marines, Coast Guardsmen
(active-duty, Guard and Reserve),
their families, as well as veterans,
retirees and civilian employees.

“As our resources are stretched
thin by budget and manpower
constraints, it’s important we fo-
cus our energies on providing the
best possible customer service,”
Dahl said. “ICE helps us do that,
but letting us know what we’re
doing well and what needs im-
provement.”

Dahl encourages every IM-
COM customer to make use of
the program.

“By sharing your honest feed-
back, together we can work to
improve service delivery and
achieve IMCOM’s goal of pro-
viding world class customer ser-
vice,” he said.

“Just as importantly, ICE is a
good indication of what programs
mean the most to the customers,”
Dahl said, “which is important
data in an operating environment
with limited resources.”

Pay office closure

Starting May 24, the Defense Mili-
tary Pay Office will begin closing at
12:30 p.m. on Wednesdays. Also, begin-
ning May 30, DMPO office hours will
change to 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Mon-
days-Tuesdays, 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, and 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Thursdays and Fridays.

Memorial Day ceremony

Fort Rucker will host its Memorial
Day ceremony May 26 at 8:30 a.m. at
Veterans Park. In case of inclement
weather, the ceremony will take place in
the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

AER closing ceremony

The Army Emergency Relief fund-
raising campaign closing ceremony is
scheduled for May 31 at 2 p.m. in the
U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

ID card section closure

The Fort Rucker ID Card Section will
close from 2:15-4:15 p.m. for training
the second Wednesday of every month.

Pharmacy change

The Lyster Army Health Clinic Phar-
macy no longer accepts drop-off forms
for all refill requests. It is mandatory

to phone in all prescription refills. Call
1-877-520-1623 or 334-255-7671.

Specialty printing requirement

Due to a change in printing proce-
dure, document printing services now
requires that all documents for printing
that require specialty paper be submit-
ted three weeks prior to the requested
delivery date.

For more information, call 255-1363.

Lost and found

People who have lost or misplaced
property while on Fort Rucker can call
the Directorate of Public Safety’s lost
and found point of contact at 255-3239 to
inquire if their property has been turned
in. To claim their property, people must
be able to demonstrate ownership of the
property. DPS retains property found or
turned in at special events held on the
installation, such as Freedom Fest — the
most common items turned-in are keys,
cell phones and wallets.

Tobacco cessation program

The Lyster Army Health Clinic to-
bacco cessation program consists of
four weekly sessions each month. Each
class is one hour. Classes are Wednes-
days from 11 a.m. to noon at the Army

Wellness Center.
For more information, call 334-255-
7930.

Yoga classes

Lyster Army Health Clinic offers free
yoga classes Mondays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45
p.m. in the Lyster Activity Center, Rm.
J-100, of the clinic. Participants are en-
couraged to bring their own mat.

Exchange Buddy List

Soldiers and Army families can get
special offers from the Fort Rucker
Exchange delivered straight to their in-
boxes every week by signing up for the
Army and Air Force Exchange Service
Buddy List. All shoppers have to do is
contact the Fort Rucker Exchange and
ask to join approximately 115,000 au-
thorized exchange shoppers worldwide
receiving exclusive offers via email
from their local Exchange.

“The Exchange Buddy List makes it
easy to keep up with special deals and
events at the Fort Rucker Exchange,”
said Beate Bateman, main exchange
store manager. “Sign up and keep your
finger on the pulse of all the exclusive
savings your Exchange has to offer.”

Any authorized shopper 18 and older

may join the Exchange Buddy List. For
more information, call 334-503-9044,
Ext. 210.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets

Alcoholics ~ Anonymous meets
Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. in Rm. 147 of Bldg. 4502. For more
on the group, call 334-237-1973.

Weight control

The Lyster Army Health Clinic Fit for
Performance Weight Control Program
consists of six sessions taken over a
six- to 12-week period. The program is
available to all active-duty military, re-
tirees and family members. Classes are
held on Tuesdays from 9-11 a.m. or 1-3
p.m.

For more information, call 255-7986.

Thrift shop

The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open
Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. The thrift shop needs people’s un-
wanted items. People can drop off dona-
tions at any time in the shed behind the
shop (former Armed Forces Bank build-
ing) located in front of the theater next
door to the bowling alley. Donations are
tax deductible.

For more information, call 255-9595.
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By Cheryl Pellerin
Defense Media Activity

WASHINGTON — Defense Depart-
ment innovation leaders on May 3 de-
scribed some of the most advanced ca-
pabilities fueling U.S. military technical
dominance of today and the future during
testimony before the Senate Appropria-
tions Defense Subcommittee.

Deputy Defense Secretary Bob Work
was joined by Strategic Capabilities Office
Director Dr. William Roper and Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency Act-
ing Director Dr. Steven Walker to testify
before the Senate panel during a review of
defense innovation and research funding.

In his remarks, Work said that for the
past 25 years the department’s technical
dominance has gone unchallenged in ev-
ery operating domain — space, air, ground,
sea and undersea — while the United States
built capabilities in stealth, precision
strike, network sensors and network com-
mand and control.

Today competitors have aggressively
pursued their own advanced capabilities,
the deputy secretary said, “aiming to deny
us access into theaters of operations, and
to deny us freedom of maneuver and free-
dom of action once there.”

MAINTAINING OVERMATCH

Given the adversaries’ focus, level of
investment and determination to close the
capability gap, “we see our overwhelm-
ing operational and technical dominance
starting to erode and the trend lines con-
cern us,” Work said, adding that “we be-
lieve we do have an overmatch against
any potential competitor today but we’re
focused on maintaining that overmatch
over time.”

The department is embracing advanced
artificial intelligence, autonomy, big data
analytics, he said, and “all those things will
allow the force to operate much more pow-
erful joint multidomain battle networks of
even greater power than we’ve seen in the
past” and across all operating domains and
in cyberspace, electronic warfare and the
electromagnetic spectrum.

Work said this is a time when the de-
partment must be innovative and agile,
and identify impediments standing in the
way of testing new advances.

“Just as an example,” he said, “we stood
up an Algorithmic Warfare Task Force just
recently that we hope will accelerate the
integration of big data and machine learn-
ing into our operations.”

FATAL ASSUMPTIONS

In his remarks to the panel, the direc-
tor of the Strategic Capabilities Office said
national security challenges are global and
increasingly interconnected at the same
time many U.S. military technologies are
being challenged by advanced threats.

Satellites can be shot down, navigation
can be jammed, platforms can be target-
ed and bases can be saturated by missile
raids, Roper said.

“Though these counter moves are con-
cerning to us, buried in them is an assump-
tion we strive to make fatal in SCO, and
that is that tomorrow’s military will be as
predictable as today’s,” he added.

If the military were a football team, ana-
lysts would say that it has run its current
playbook for too long, Roper said, adding
that when this happens in football, win-
ning teams create trick plays — they run in
their pass formations and pass in their run
formations.

“Creating the analog of trick plays for
our military is the primary mission of
SCO by re-imagining its strengths — ships
and submarines, aircraft, armored vehicles
—and using them in unforeseen and there-
fore ... uncontested ways,” he said.

Another great strength, he added, is
one that can’t be stolen or copied — “our
experienced operators who can do the un-
paralleled with today’s systems and rap-
idly master any unconventional tactics we
throw at them.”

THE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE

SCO engineers take systems already in
use and make them do something different,
Roper said.

“Regaining the element of surprise
with systems we have today is our coun-
ter-counter move to defeat the advanced
threats we face, and 1I’m pleased to say that
many systems have been up to this task,”
he said.

To date, SCO has produced 34 new
warfighting concepts and transitioned six
to the services with five more nearing tran-
sition. SCO has strong partnerships with
system owners, the services and combatant
commands, and it uses prototyping, which
Roper calls “a natural bridge between new
technologies and programs of record, es-
pecially in a world of rapid technology
change.”

SCO uses three mechanisms to evolve
the department’s playbook. One is en-
abling systems to cross or blur domains.
An example is upgrading the Army’s tac-
tical missile system to enable it to sink
enemy ships in addition to its land-strike
duties, Roper explained.

Another is teaming systems, which he
says enables completely new warfighting
concepts that keep warfighters safer. An
example is converting existing naval ves-
sels into semi-autonomous fleets that can
perform dangerous missions without put-
ting Sailors at risk, he said.

The third mechanism is leveraging com-
mercial designs and technologies, which
positions the department to adopt external
developments and adapt at their pace.

Roper said this requires treating data as
a strategic resource, an example of which
is using big data analytics and machine
learning to create an information picture
so commanders can see complex informa-
tion in the world around them that is in-
creasingly important to national security.

“Our challenges and opportunities are
great,” he added. “Our challenges [are
great] because they require a new play-
book, but our opportunities [are also
great] because creating [a new playbook]
is leveraging some of our nation’s great-
est strengths — ingenuity, technology and
.. our unparalleled operators. | like our
chances,” Roper said.

EXTREME FRONTIERS

In his remarks, Walker said that through
DARPA’s work at the extreme frontiers of
physics, chemistry, biology, mathematics,
material science, electronics and engi-
neering, the agency helps ensure that the
United States will be the source and not
the target of strategic surprise.

DARPA’s job is to do the fundamental
research, the proof of principle, the early
stages of advanced technology develop-
ment, he said. DARPA also takes impos-
sible ideas to the point of implausible and
then surprisingly possible,” Walker added.

The acting director said his written tes-
timony includes more than a dozen exam-
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ples of DARPA-developed technologies
that are transitioning to the services.

These include radio-frequency arrays
that are making radar see farther than ad-
versary radars, and “radiation detectors
small enough and cheap enough to put on
your belt and network thousands together
to prevent terrorists from developing that
dirty bomb that can threaten our cities,” he
said.

DARPA also has created electronics that
allow ships to know where they are with-
out GPS, radically different new vaccines
that along with diagnostic kits will stop
the next epidemic, a 132-foot ocean-going
vessel that’s completely autonomous, and
a space surveillance telescope that allows
the Air Force to see tiny objects 22,000
miles above the Earth, where most of the
valuable satellites reside, Walker added.

FUTURE TECHNOLOGIES

DARPA is also working on future tech-
nologies, he said. One is in the area of biol-
ogy and technologies that allow scientists
to rewrite the genetic codes of plants and
animals, offering great potential in health,
medicine, biodefense and agriculture. But
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to fuel military overmatch
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such technology, he added, also carries
risks if used carelessly or for nefarious
purposes.

“DARPA recently launched a program
called Safe Genes that is developing ways
to build-in molecular safeguards so po-
tentially harmful genetic changes can be
prevented or, if necessary, reversed,” he
explained.

Another area of future development is
artificial intelligence, which appears in
self-driving cars, increasingly autonomous
military systems and others, he said.

Al computer systems are sophisticated
and increasingly competent, but they make
mistakes that no human would ever make,
Walker said.

“It’s important for us to understand why
we can’t predict when [and how] these ma-
chines will make mistakes,” he added.

“It’s a hugely complicated problem, but
if we’re ever going to trust machines to
help us in the future in warfighting, we’ll
need to understand that, and DARPA has
started programs in this area,” the acting
director said. “Explainable Al is one, along
with a number of other related programs to
answer these questions.
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By Lisa Ferdinando
Defense Media Activity

WASHINGTON — Thirty years after
its founding, the U.S. Special Operations
Command is more relevant than ever in
addressing the evolving security threats
facing the nation, SOCOM’s commander
said May 2 in a congressional hearing.

“We have been at the forefront of na-
tional security operations for the past three
decades, to include continuous combat
over the past 15-and-a-half years,” Gen.
Raymond A. Thomas told the House
Armed Services Subcommittee on Emerg-
ing Threats and Capabilities.

“This historic period has been the back-
drop for some of our greatest successes,
as well as the source of our greatest chal-
lenge, which is the sustained readiness of
this magnificent force,” he said.

The hearing, titled Three Decades Later:
A Review and Assessment of Our Special
Operations Forces 30 Years After the Cre-
ation of U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand, included Theresa Whelan, the acting
assistant Secretary of Defense for Special
Operations/Low-Intensity Conflict.

‘STARK REMINDER’ OF A
COMMAND AT WAR

April was a particularly hard month for
the command, as it lost three of its mem-
bers in combat, Thomas said.

Army Staff Sgt. Mark R. De Alencar died
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Thirty years after its founding, the U.S. Special Operations Command is more relevant than ever in
addressing the evolving security threats facing the nation, SOCOM’s commander said May 2, in a

congressional hearing.

April 8 from injuries suffered in a firefight
in Nangarhar province, Afghanistan, and
Army Rangers Sgt. Joshua P. Rodgers and
Sgt. Cameron H. Thomas died April 27 as
a result of small-arms fire in Nangarhar.

“This comes on the heels of 16 other
combat fatalities since | assumed com-
mand a year ago, and is a stark reminder
that we are a command at war and will re-
main so for the foreseeable future,” Thom-
as said.

FIRST PRIORITY: WIN THE
CURRENT FLIGHT

There are approximately 56,000 active
duty, 7,400 Reserve and Guard, and 6,600
civilian personnel across the Special Opera-
tions Forces enterprise, Thomas explained.

Approximately 8,000 Special Operations
forces are serving in more than 80 coun-
tries. They are working with international,
interagency and Defense Department part-
ners in support of the geographic combatant

of national security operations

commanders’ priorities, he said.

SOCOM’s first priority is to win the cur-
rent fight, which includes defeating Islamic
extremism, countering Russian aggression,
preparing for contingencies in Korea and
various security operations to defend the
homeland, Thomas said.

Other key efforts are continuing to trans-
form the enterprise to remain relevant in the
rapidly changing security operation, and
taking care of the command’s people and
their families, he said.

LONG-TERM STRATEGIC
APPROACH

Both Thomas and Whelan thanked Con-
gress for its support to the command, which
is headquartered at MacDill Air Force Base,
Florida.

Whelan, whose agency provides policy
oversight for special operations and stabil-
ity operations capabilities, said Special Op-
erations forces now face advanced transre-
gional threats that demand greater levels of
coordination and collaboration.

A long-term strategic approach is needed
to defeat terrorists and their networks and
ideologies, she pointed out. Sustained fund-
ing and flexible legislative authorities have
been instrumental to these efforts, she told
lawmakers.

“We will win the fight against [violent
extremist organizations] and protect our
citizens’ vital interest, allies and partners,”
she added.

SOCOM commander highlights elite, globally deployed forces

By Lisa Ferdinando
Defense Media Activity

WASHINGTON — U.S. Special Operations Command
forces are elite personnel deployed globally at the fore-
front of national security efforts, SOCOM’s commander
said May 4 in a congressional hearing.

Since its inception three decades ago, SOCOM has
consistently provided the world’s best special operations
forces to the geographic combatant commanders, Gen.
Raymond A. Thomas 111 told the Senate Armed Services
Committee.

The hearing, which included Theresa Whelan, perform-
ing the duties of assistant secretary of defense for special
operations/low-i conflict.

Thomas noted that more than 8,000 special operations
forces are deployed in more than 80 nations. The most pre-
cious resource of the command is its people, he added.

He paid tribute to the three special operations members
who were killed in combat last month. Thomas said those
deaths and the 16 others since he took command a year
ago are a stark reminder that SOCOM is a command at
war.

And, he said, it will remain at war for the foreseeable
future.

Staff Sgt. Mark R. De Alencar died April 8 from in-
juries suffered in a firefight in Afghanistan’s Nangarhar
province. Rangers Sgt. Joshua P. Rodgers and Sgt. Cam-
eron H. Thomas died April 27 as a result of small-arms
fire in Nangarhar.

GLOBALLY FOCUSED COMBATANT
COMMAND

SOCOM is a unique Defense Department organization,
Thomas pointed out. It is responsible for manning, train-

DOD NEWS PHOTO

Since its inception three decades ago, U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand has consistently provided the world’s best special operations
forces to the geographic comhatant commanders, Gen. Raymond A.
Thomas Ill told the Senate Armed Services Committee May 4.
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ing and equipping the special operations forces, as well
as a globally focused functional combatant command.
The national security threats have evolved in the 30 years
since the command was created, and the force has evolved
to meet the threat.

Today’s missions include defeating violent extremism,
countering Russian aggression, preparing for contingen-
cies in Korea and various security operations to defend
the homeland, the general explained.

Thomas and Whelan thanked the congressional leaders
for their support of the command, noting that SOCOM is
relevant to all the current and enduring threats facing the
nation.

The spending caps under the Budget Control Act have
posed a consistent challenge to the command, Thomas
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said.

“Resourcing has not been very predictable over last
several years,” he said. “The potential for continued cuts
undermines both our readiness and our modernization go-
ing forward.”

Whelan, whose office provides policy oversight for spe-
cial operations and stability operations capabilities, said
SOCOM has made dramatic advances during wartime in
response to urgent battlefield demands.

Those gains, she said, require an institutional founda-
tion to endure.

“We will also continue to work closely with Congress
to ensure that we have the right policies, agile authorities
and necessary resources to employ [special operations
forces] effectively,” she said.

"PHARMACY

Friendly environment where customers come first!

Breniia

Goodson Goodyear

Also available
in bamboo

—

C) White Cross
JOCKEY

SCRUBS

TRADE MARK.

7 KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD
(B8 « 3D « 5.1 AUDIO

M-F: 4:10, 7:10 & 10:00

§-5:1:20, 410, 7:10 & 10:00

8  BEAUTY AND THE BEAST <5

M-F: 4:15&7:30

§-S:1:15, 415 & 7:30

9 THE CASE FOR CHRIST « (6 7.1 Aubio
M-F: 4:20,7:15 & 9:35

§-5: 1:45, 420, 7:15 & 9:35

10 SNATCHED <R 7.1 Aubio

M-F: 4:20,7:15 & 9:25

ALL LUXURY ELECTRIC RECLINERS ¢ ALL THEATRES ADA APPROVED ¢ ALL DIGITAL PROJECTION I
o

§-5: 2:00, 4:20, 7:15 & 9:25

612 N. Main Street  Enterprise

Conveniently Located Downtown on North Main Street
334.393.0086 * 334.393.0206 Fax
Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to Noon




A6 * MAY 11,2017 | ARMYFLIER.COM

‘DISGIPLINED DISOBEDIENGE’

Army chief: Future warfare requires empowered subordinates

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — Following every
order to the letter is largely understood to
be a way of life in the Army. But that may
not always be the best course of action.

In fact, Chief of Staff of the Army Gen.
Mark A. Milley said he expects Soldiers
to know when it’s time to disobey an or-
der.

“I think we’re over-centralized, overly
bureaucratic and overly risk-averse,”
Milley said while speaking May 4 at the
Army and Navy Club in Washington as
part of the Atlantic Council Commanders
Series.

That overly bureaucratic environment
may work in garrison, during peacetime,
he said, but it’s “the opposite of what we
are going to need in any type of warfare —
but in particular, the warfare | envision.”

VISION OF FUTURE WARFARE

During last year’s Association of the
U.S. Army symposium in October, Milley
laid out just exactly what his vision of fu-
ture warfare would be. He said then that
he expects conditions “will be extremely
austere. Water, chow, ammo, fuel, main-
tenance and medical support will be all
that we should plan for.”

He also said that Soldiers could expect
to be surrounded all the time, so they will
always need to be on the move if they
hope to stay alive.

“In short, learning to be comfortable
with being seriously miserable every sin-
gle minute of every single day will have to
become a way of life for an Army on the
battlefield that I see coming,” he said.

Leaders on the battlefield could expect
to be out of contact with their own leader-
ship for significant periods of time. Those
officers would still need to accomplish
their commander’s objectives, even when
the conditions on the battlefield change
and they are unable to send word up the
chain of command.

“We are going to have to empower
[and] decentralize leadership to make de-
cisions and achieve battlefield effects in
a widely dispersed environment where
subordinate leaders, junior leaders ... may
not be able to communicate to their high-
er headquarters, even if they wanted to,”
Milley said.

In that environment, Milley said, the
Army will need a cadre of trusted lead-
ers on the battlefield who know when it’s
time to disobey the original orders they
were given and come up with a new plan
to achieve the purpose of those orders.

MISSION COMMAND

“We’re the military, so you’re supposed
to say, ‘Obey your orders,”” Miley said.
“That’s kind of fundamental to being in
the military. We want to keep doing that.
But a subordinate needs to understand
that they have the freedom and they are
empowered to disobey a specific order, a
specified task, in order to accomplish the
purpose. It takes a lot of judgment.”

Such disobedience cannot be “willy-
nilly.” Rather, it must be “disciplined dis-
obedience to achieve a higher purpose,”
Milley said. “If you do that, then you are
the guy to get the pat on the back.”

Milley said that when orders are given,
the purpose of those orders must also be
provided so that officers know both what
they are to accomplish and how they are
expected to accomplish it.

To illustrate his point, Milley offered
the example of an officer who has been
ordered to seize “Hill 101” as part of a
larger battle plan.

“I’ve said the purpose is to destroy the
enemy,” Milley said. “And the young of-
ficer sees Hill 101, and the enemy is over
on Hill 102. What does he do? Does he do
what I told him to do, seize Hill 101? Or
does he achieve the purpose —

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Milley talks with observer controllers at the U.S. Army National Training Center, Fort Irwin, Galif., Nov. 6.

destroy the enemy on Hill 102?”

The answer, Milley said, is that the of-
ficer disobeys the order to seize the first
hill because following that order would
not achieve his commander’s purpose.
Instead, he takes the other hill.

“And he shouldn’t have to call back
and say ‘hey boss ... can | go over to
102?° He shouldn’t have to do that,” Mil-
ley said. “They should be empowered and
feel they have freedom of maneuver to
achieve the purpose.”

Right now, Milley said, the Army al-
ready has doctrine that describes what he
envisions for the future: “mission com-
mand” doctrine. Part of that doctrine, he
said, instructs commanders to tell their
subordinates the purpose of what they are
doing. “That’s important for subordinates
to understand the why, the purpose.”

But the Army, he said, has a hard time
practicing what it writes into doctrine.

“My point is what we do in practice is
we micromanage and over-specify ev-
erything a subordinate has to do, all the
time, in regulations, in ALARACT mes-
sages, in rules,” he said. “That is not an
effective way ... to fight. Not an effective
way to conduct operations. You will lose
battles and wars if you approach warfare
like that.”

“We must trust our subordinates,” he
added. “You give them the task, you give
them the purpose, and then you trust them
to execute and achieve your intent, your
desired outcome — your purpose.”

Getting Soldiers and leaders to do that
will require training, he said. And it will
require encouraging them to operate that
way.

“You have to train to it, you have to
prepare for it, and you have to live it and
do it every day,” he said.

FUTURE TECHNOLOGY OF
WARFARE

Milley acknowledged that it’s impos-
sible to predict exactly how warfare in the
future will play out, but he did say there
are some “broad outlines” that can be
drawn upon to help with the development
of decisions regarding doctrine, organiza-
tion and equipment.

Technology, he believes, will have a
huge impact on warfare. “I think we are at
the intersection of a variety of technolo-
gies that are happening in time and space,
all about the same time, that are going to
have a fundamental change or result in
fundamental change to the character of
warfare.”

One technology of today that has al-
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Dr. Nora Bensahel, of the Atlantic Council, met with Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Mark A. Milley May
4 at the Army and Navy Club in Washington as part of the council’s Commanders Series.

ready been around for a while, he noted,
are precision-guided munitions.

“For a long time, the United States
dominated precision-guided munitions,”
he said. “Now, precision-guided muni-
tions have proliferated throughout the
world.”

Information technology also will have
a dramatic effect, he said, citing the iP-
hone as an example. He said that today,
through existing technology, one has ac-
cess to high-quality imagery, communi-
cations, and real-time data on the location
of people, equipment and formations, for
instance, nearly anywhere on Earth.

“l would argue that we are at a point
where ... almost anything militarily can
be seen,” he said. “So when you combine
the ability to see ... with precision-guid-
ed munitions, that’s like going from the
smoothbore to the rifle. That’s going to
rapidly and radically increase lethality on
the battlefield.”

He noted that robotics are now used in
the air and sea domains but currently play
a limited role on the ground. Over the
next decade, however, he expects to see a
“rapid introduction of robotic systems in
ground warfare.”

OPTIMIZING FOR URBAN
CONFLICT

Demographic changes also will affect
the character of war, he said. In particular,
he pointed to increases in urbanization.

According to Milley, social scientists
predict that by 2050 about 90 percent of
Earth’s projected population of more than
8 billion people will likely live in “highly

dense, complex urban areas.” As a result
of that shift, he said, it’s probable that
armed conflict will occur in those same
densely populated areas.

“The U.S. Army has been optimized to
fight in rural terrain, to fight in the plains
of Northern Europe, North America [and]
the deserts of the Middle East,” he said.

Optimizing for urban warfare, he said,
will require changing not only how Sol-
diers fight, but how equipment is used.

“Atank’s barrel can elevate to a certain
degree,” he said. “In an urban environ-
ment, it might need to elevate to almost a
90-degree angle. That has huge implica-
tions.”

Likewise, much consideration must
also be devoted to such practical matters
as the wingspans of unmanned aircraft
systems, casualty evacuation in densely
populated areas, and the ability of current
command and control systems to function
in the concrete jungles of the future, Mil-
ley added.

“The list goes on and on,” he said.
“There are about maybe 100 or 150 sig-
nificant implications to that fact of ur-
banization and the likelihood that armed
conflict is going to be more in urban areas
than not.”

Right now, he said, the Army has opti-
mized for non-urban areas. But, he said,
“we are probably going to have to shift
gears significantly over the coming de-
cade or so to optimize the Army, or land
forces — | would argue the Marines, as
well — to be able to operate successfully
in combat operations in highly dense,
complex urban areas.”
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Best Warriors

Continued from Page Al

across the gamut of mental and physical
challenges, including:
» Army Physical Fitness Test: Push-ups,
Sit-ups and a 2-mile run
» Urban Operations Exercise: Soldiers
lead a team to clear buildings, engage
enemy targets and capture a high-value
target
» Confidence Course: Soldiers navigate
a series of physically demanding ob-
stacles and perform multiple physical
exercises
o Written Test with questions about
Army Standards, Procedures. History
and Regulations
 12-Mile road march with a 35 pound
rucksack
» Land Navigation Exercise: Soldiers

Heritage

plot and navigate to four points in less
than three hours
» M16 Range: Soldiers zero and qualify
with their weapons
« Stress Shoot Exercise: Soldiers engage
targets immediately after strenuous
physical activity
« Break Contact Range: Soldiers work as
a team to medically treat and recover a
downed aviator while engaging threats
« Army Board: Soldiers appear before a
Board comprised of Senior Command
Sergeants Major.
» Mystery Event
The scheduled “Mystery Event” this year
included a written test, a timed chain of
command recognition drill, and blindfold-
ed weapons assembly and function check.
According to Nixon, who said winning
Soldier of the Year was a “big accomplish-

ment”, the ruck march was the hardest
part.

“You’ve just got to let your body hurt for
a little bit,” he said.

All three USAACE winners received the
Army Commendation Medal, USAACE
Command team coin, a backpack filled
with gifts, fishing gear on behalf of the
USAACE Command Sergeant Major, and
various gifts from sponsoring organiza-
tions.

The three winners will move on to com-
pete at the Training and Doctrine Com-
mand level. Winners at the TRADOC level
then go on to compete at the Department of
the Army level.

The USAACE competitors showed their
true colors of strength and resiliency dur-
ing the final day of the contest, according
to event organizer Sgt. Maj. David Ewing,

USAACE Operations Sergeant Major.

“Although physically exhausted, and
despite a constant rain, these Soldiers met
the land navigation and confidence course
with enthusiasm and esprit-de-corps. Each
competitor finished the final day with just
as much intensity and focus as on day one.
A true example of the quality of the Sol-
diers we had competing this year,” Ewing
said.

The contest gives Soldiers the oppor-
tunity to “find out what they’re made of,”
Ewing said.

“We do all the day to day tasks and we
get caught in that routine, and it’s good to
have a competition where the best Soldiers
get to excel, they get to prove their worth,”
Ewing said. “There’s a lot of hard work the
Soldiers put in this competition to make it
this far.”

Continued from Page A1

have forged a proud legacy that reflect the spirit of our
nation — a country that values the contributions of ev-
eryone that calls America home.

“Through times of hardship and in the face of en-
during prejudice, Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers have persisted and forged ahead to help strengthen
our [nation’s] union, and despite their difficulties and
struggles, they have sacrificed to build a better life for
themselves, their children and Americans as a whole,”
he continued. “Today as we commemorate Asian Amer-
ican and Pacific Islander heritage month, we pay tribute
to all Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders who have
strived for a brighter future for the next generation.”

The theme for this year’s observance month is,
“Unite Our Voices by Speaking Together,” and reflects
the struggles, achievements and aspirations that Asian
American and Pacific Islanders have endured to shape
the country people have come to know, said Castillo.

One way to show that unity through diversity was by

1-212th

celebrating the cultural traditions, ancestry and unique
experiences that Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
have contributed.

“Approximately 16.6 million Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders live and work in the United States,
and comprise about 5.4 percent of the U.S. popula-
tion,” said the EO adviser. “They have deeply impacted
our society in all facets of American life, thriving as
athletes, public servants, scientists, artists and many
who have served and continue to serve in our nation’s
military.”

Throughout the observance, people were able to get
a taste of traditional Asian cuisine, witness and hear
traditional cultural song and dance performances, and
even get the chance to learn a bit of Chinese culture
and calligraphy.

For some, like Jeremiah Langenkamp, retired mili-
tary, the ability to learn from different cultures is part
of what builds the strength of the U.S.

“I think that a lot of time people forget about each
other’s differences, which can be a good thing, but at

1-212th.

the same time, | feel like it’s important to know where
certain contributions come from,” he said. “We need to
understand that we need other cultures and other points
of view to make us better than what we are. It’s hard
not to look at the differences between different people,
but you have to be able to see the strengths in those
differences, and that’s what | feel that people need to
celebrate.”

Lauren Tuttle, military spouse, agreed and said that
without the differences in culture, this country wouldn’t
be what it is today.

“Diversity is what makes up this country,” she said.
“l, myself, am part Korean, and | know that without
the openness of diversity in this country, I might not
even be here,” adding that her family has a long line of
military service.

“I’m proud of my heritage and proud that my family
has served, so we need to recognize when those contri-
butions and sacrifices are made, so it brings us together
to show us what we have in common — the willingness
to fight for what is right,” Tuttle said.

Continued from Page A1

Nix returns to Fort Rucker from his
most recent assignment as the senior Avia-
tion adviser for the Office of the Program
Manager Saudi Arabian National Guard in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. He enlisted in the
Army in 1993 and has served throughout
the U.S. and all over the world from Seoul,
South Korea, to Irag.

He’s held multiple leadership positions
ranging from platoon leader, company
commander, and brigade and battalion op-
erations officer across multiple continents,
and said he hopes to bring his wealth of
knowledge to his newest assignment.

“I truly appreciate and am humbled by
the opportunity to be the next battalion
commander for the 1-212th. We could not

have received a warmer welcome,” he said
during the ceremony. “We will try our best
to continue the great things that [Nelson
and his wife, Jennifer] have put in place in
the battalion.”

The 1-212th operates Lowe and Shell
Army Heliports, which are the two busiest
heliports in the Army. The battalion’s mis-
sion is to train initial rotary wing students
in what Hines said, “everything Black
Hawks.”

“The 1-212th’s job never stops — they
create the best Black Hawk Aviators in
the world,” said the brigade commander.
“Nearly every Black Hawk pilot has been
trained by this battalion at some point in
their career. Additionally, the standardiza-
tion instructors that train the Hawk crews
in the back have also been trained by the

“The Black Hawk has the most diverse
mission of all of our platforms. It connects
air movement, air assault, MedEvac, VIP
support, resupply — you name it, they do it.
It’s a high-demand aircraft, and just about
every Soldier on the battlefield has been
directly supported by the UH-60 at some
point,” he said. “With that kind of impact,
it’s no surprise that the Army picks the
very best to be the battalion commander.”

Soldier

Continued from Page A1

of recommendation, as well as an essay that outlined what Memorial Day meant to him,
which, he said, was a touchy subject.

“It was something | always cared about deeply,” he said. “I had a completely different
outlook [on Memorial Day] when | was younger, and now it’s changed for the better as
I’ve gotten older, and especially since enlisting.”

For Moore, who is also the 1-212th’s BOSS representative, Memorial Day was a day
he once viewed as simply an extra day off from school and the beginning of summer —a
time when he could kick back and relax.

As he grew older and his fondness for the military grew, he began to realize the true
meaning of the day, so when it came time to write his essay, he wrote it as an open apol-
ogy.

“It’s an apology to all of the veterans that I’ve met and seen before from the time
when | was younger,” he said. “Now | know more of what [the day] means — I see more
of what it means now. [Soldiers] risked their lives to defend this nation, and many lost
friends and family members who have died defending [this country].”

With his heartfelt essay, as well as his service and dedication to BOSS, it was clear
that Moore would be the right choice for the opportunity, said Command Sgt. Maj.
Christopher D. Spivey, Fort Rucker garrison command sergeant major.

“Our selection was very difficult because of all the fine Soldiers we have in BOSS,
but at the end of the day and after many discussions ... we felt that Moore was the right
choice,” he said. “Specialist Moore is like many Soldiers in the BOSS Program — a Sol-
dier that be counted on when things need to get done.

“We, as a program, are truly proud of Specialist Moore’s selection to attend,” said
the garrison command sergeant major. “We, all the Soldiers associated with the BOSS
program, are 100 percent supportive, and know he will represent us all with the highest
level of professionalism.”

That willingness to get the job done and sense of professionalism is something that
is ingrained in his character, which is why the BOSS program is a perfect fit for him,
said Moore.

“I have a big spot in my heart for volunteering, and | love to go out into the commu-
nity and local areas to volunteer,” he said. “BOSS is an excellent program and | truly
love everything BOSS stands for. It not only benefits us, but it’s not even about that — it’s
about doing something and helping others.

Moore said being in the military is something he’s known he wanted to pursue since
he was a child, and now that he has the opportunity, he wants to get the chance to change
lives, and that starts with honoring those from the past.

“My goal is to work my way up and get as far as I can to be as influential as I can,”
he said. “So far, this has been an amazing experience. | just want to get everything [out
of this experience] that | can and be in the moment, and I’m grateful to have this op-
portunity.”
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Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and

medical staff thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and

military families for their personal sacrifices.

SOUTHEAST ALABAMA

MEDICAL CENTER

\" CareChex

A Division of COMPARION
Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

1108 Ross CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111

“In the past two years, the men and
women [of this battalion] have safely
flown over 165,000 flight hours ... while
training over 5,000 Aviators,” added Nel-
son. “They truly are a collection of the fin-
est men and women this country has ever
seen. Cal and Joycelyn, | couldn’t be hap-
pier to be leaving the Wings of Freedom
team in your care. | know you will succeed
in leading this amazing battalion to new
and even higher heights.”

SAMC.ORG
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
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617 WILDWWOOD
If you are logking far a 4 bedraom home to raise your large family, then this is
it. Original owner has updated the HVAC-2016, windows-2015, roaf-2012, &
the dishwasher within the last 3 months. Enter through the foyer & you will have
a farmal living room & the grandroom with fireplace straight ahead. The kitchen
is situated between the formal dining room & the breakfast area, so you have a
good flow if you want to entertain. Laundry room with sink & % bath as you come
in from garage. MLS# 20170398

8 REINDEER TRACE 305 PR 1438
With over 3,000 SF, this custom-built home has everything you need with apen Welcame to PARADISE, this praperty has it all. Bi-level home with large entry
floor plan & 9-12' ceilings thraughaut. Enter inta the foyer & you will have a library/  foyer & staircase up or down. Downstairs is yaur main living area with formal
office or 414 bedroom to the right, formal dining to the left & the grandroaom dining raom, large den with waod-burning fireplace & built-ins that goes from
with windows across the back wall & gas fireplace. Kitchen has a walk-in pantry, the front of the house to the back overlaoking the neighbars pand, kitchen with
a bar that would accommadate at lgast 4 stoals 8 breakfast area/den. Jennaire breakfast bar, office, %2 bath 8 large mudroom/storage roam with built-ins that
appliances with gas cooktop & electric double ovens. MLS# 20170342 yau enter from the garage. The laundry room is also on the ground level along with

the screened parch. MLS# 20161683

$220,000

509 PR 1106
Absolutely AWESOME custom-built, 1-awner hame that spared nathing in the
planning. The main hause features 4 or 5 bedroams with 3 full & 2 half baths,
along with grandraom, kitchen/breakfast, master suite on the main level & so
much maore. The guest house consisting of 960 SF of heated & cooled area
features a full suite with bedroom, bath, kitchen, living room & laundry. There is
an exercise room with its own entrance & %2 bath. Not to mention poal, screened
parch & deck. MLS# 20161731

213 WALNUT

This 1-owner home has been very well maintained. The master bedraom will

108 EASTRIDGE ~ DALEVILLE
Great house in Daleville convenient to Ft Rucker, Enterprise and Dathan. Featuring
accommadate a king size bed & the bath has a walk-in shawer. Original ceramic split bedroams, the master suite has access ta the poal. As you enter the hame,
tile in bath baths. Galley kitchen with a breakfast bar/office area at the end of it &  you have a nice entry foyer with a formal dining roam off to the left with built-ins.
a farmal dining area. Laundry raom off garage with a wash sink. Nicely landscaped  The kitchen is off the family raom/breakfast area with access to the garage &
with warkshap with electricity, covered patio & so much mare. Perfect starter laundry roam. Laundry raom has closet & built-ins as well as built-in ironing board.
home ar great for those retirement years if you are looking to downsize. Just give  Extra bedraom with closet & Y2 bath off garage with dogr.to pool area. Look
us a call to see! MLS# 20170514 TODAY! MLS# 20161898

Evelyn Hitch asr crs, cri ~ 334~ 406-3436

Gn'luy evelyn@c21regencyrealty.com

—~21 THE STRONGEST TEAM OF

REGF’_‘?‘?KBF.'?*FTT'..';NC- REALTORS IN ENTERPRISE.

1 (334) 347-0048 « 531 Boll Weevil Circle, Enterprise ¢ www.c21regencyrealty.com

View more pictures

of these homes at
2] www.c21regencyrealty.com

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER.
ReGency REALTY, INC.

a fan on
B Facebook

334-347-0048

REALTOR T 531 Boll Weevil Circle
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

NEW PRICE IN TARTAN PINES ~ $245,500

104 WEST ROBERTSON:
Large Home in Tartan Pines,
priced right for a quick salell Split
level. MOTIVATED
SELLERI
Don't miss this
oppotunity
to move fo
Tartan Pinesl!
FRAN & DON
KALTENBAUGH
790-5973

541 AVERETT: Excellent price on this beautiful home. I features an open floor plan with a
gorgeous kitchen, granite countertops, stainless applignces, wood floors, 3BR/2BA. All sitting
on g big, leveled, fenced lot. Wonderful location, very close fo Fi Rucker & fo Enterprise. VA
foreclosure fo be sold as is. Alabama Right of Redemption will apply. BOB KUYKENDALL
369-8534

$135,000

323 CHICKASAW: Ready to move? This spic & span 3BR/2BA ranch with cathedral ceiling
& fireplace in the living area, split bedrooms, separate dining room & eat-in kitchen is
ready for your family. For entertaining enjoy the screen porch & deck overlooking backyard.
Interior/exterior recently painted, new carpet installed, windows/sliding doors have bsen
replaced. The family will enjoy the bonus space in the large basement walkout basement
{approximately 1,600 SF). Call today for a viewing. JUDY DUNN 301-5656

REALTOR®

BPPORTUNITY

RM 000

View more pictures
of these homes at
2] www.c21regencyrealty.com

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER.
ReGency REALTY, INC.

a fan on
8 Facebook

334-347-0048
REALTOR s 531 Boll Weevil Circle

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

NEW PRICE ~ $47,000

102 McCORMICK: Located in walking distance of Coppinville Jr High & close to shopping &
restaurants, home has abundant potential & is being sold as is. With its charm & character,
a good fit for handymen, investors or families. New roof, 2012; new heat pump, 2012; new
cooktop range, 2012; new refrigerator, 2016. Ample counter space in kitchen for large meals
& entertaining. Nice level parcel behind home for garden, cookouts, ball games or relaxing.
Make this one yours & get the party starled. MARGE SIMMONS 477-1962

$115,000
# 3

N
l N D]
mERT

205 WILDWOOD: Fanfastic price on this Tudor style home. It fectures 3BR/2.5BA, 2
living areas, wonderful decks on both levels to enjoy the beauty of the wooded bockyard.
Excellent location, very close to Fi Rucker, schools, shopping areas & downtown Enterprise.
VA foreclosure fo be soid as is. Alabama Right of Redempiion will apply. BOB KUYKENDALL
369-8534

3.93+ ~ POOL

509 PR 1106 ~ $485,000: Absolutely AWESOME custom built 1-owner home that spared
nothing in the planning. The main house feafures 4 or 5 bedrooms with 3 full & 2 half
baths, along with grandroom, kitchen/breakfast, master suite on the main level & so much
more. The guest house consisting of 960 SF of heated & cooled area features a full suite
with bedroom, bath, kitchen, living room & laundry. There is an exercise room with ifs own
enfrance & Y2 bath. Nof to menfion pool, screened porch & deck. EVELYN HITCH 406-3436

$169,500

628 JOE BRUER: Nestled in the background, this 3 bedroom home has the charm & detail to
be your dream. Built in 2012, you will be just minutes from Ft Rucker, Enterprise & Daleville.
Don't let this opportunity pass you by. CHRIS ROGERS 406-0726

138 SOUTH CARROLL: This is a great little starter home or for rental investments. Has had a

BILLY COTTER
CONSTRUCTION

THE COTTAGES AT WOODLAND PARK

New construction convenient to schools, shopping, golf,
restaurants & minutes from Fi Rucker. Security system, wood
floor in dining area/living room/hall, carpet & tile floors, stainless
appliances, natural gas heat/cooking/water heater, low E
windows, sprinkler system, 2" faux wood blinds, framed mirrors
in bathroom & fray ceiling in grandroom & fenced backyard.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
200 JASMINE CIRCLE ~ $169,500
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3BR/2BA < 2-Car Garage  Winterberry Plan

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
208 JASMINE CIRCLE ~ $161,800

Mh24° LouvERSD
VINTL VENTS

3BR/2BA  1-Car Garage ¢ Poplar Place Plan

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
216 JASMINE CIRCLE ~ $161,800
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3BR/2BA < 1-Car Garage  Maple Leaf Plan
Owner is licensed residentiol home builde\REALTOR

very good rental history. The present owners have replaced the water heater & installed new

vinyl siding & soffils. Chain link fence. DEBBIE SUNBROCK 406-9079 in the state of Alabama.
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UH-60 Black Hawks from the 2nd Battalion, 10th Aviation Regiment, 10th Combat Aviation Brigade land in Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base, Romania March 2.

PHOTO BY PVT. NICHOLAS VIDRO

READY TO FIGHT TONIGHT

Official: Deploying a CAB shows Army prepared to fight in Europe

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

NASHVILLE — Does Russia really feel
threatened by NATO? Probably not, said the
deputy chief of staff for NATO’s Multi-Na-
tional Corps Northeast.

Instead, said Brig. Gen. Frank W. Tate, he
believes Russian leadership is more likely
concerned about the loss of regime if some-
thing happened there similar to an Arab
Spring or another Colour Revolution in for-
mer Soviet states.

Tate spoke April 28 at the 2017 Army
Aviation Mission Solutions Summit, spon-
sored by the Army Aviation Association of
America, in Nashville.

“Some people say Russia feels threatened
— they feel surrounded,” Tate said.

But Tate doesn’t believe that’s true. In-
stead, he said, Russian leadership is more
likely concerned that the Russian people will
see success and prosperity elsewhere in Eu-
rope, and want the same for themselves.

Tate said he believes Russian leadership
will “do anything” to cause turmoil in the
European Union, and among NATO part-
ners, so that the appearance of success and
prosperity in Europe is less apparent.

The illegal annexation of Crimea by Rus-
sia, Tate said, is one such example of that ef-
fort. After that happened, he said, NATO and
the U.S. “got that wake-up call.”

“There was a decision to take some ac-
tion, to return to a focus on the defense of
Europe,” he said.

That began with the Wales Summit in
September of 2014. There, NATO made
the decision to increase the responsiveness
and capability of NATO forces to respond to
threats in the east.

One effort involved the creation of en-
hanced NATO response forces capable of
deploying their first battalion within two
days, Tate said. There are also now eight
NATO force integration units. “It’s a 40-per-
son team that integrates host-nation capabili-
ties with NATO capabilities, and facilitates
the rapid movement of forces into countries,
predominantly along the eastern boundar-
ies.”

Tate said NATO also dramatically in-
creased the readiness of Multi-National
Corps Northeast, “which for many years
had been a NATO corps of low or no readi-
ness.”

Beyond NATO efforts, he said, the United
States embarked on the Atlantic Resolve se-

ries of exercises

“General Hodges and his team created
this mantra of taking the only 30,000 U.S.
troops that we have remaining in Europe and
making them look like 300,000, which they
have done through an unbelievable series
and OPTEMPO of exercises integrated with
NATO partners all throughout Europe,” Tate
said.

Still, Tate said, the Russians didn’t change
their stance.

He said there are “continued fly-bys of
ships and airspace violations [and] contin-
ued low-level cyberattacks. Low-level infor-
mation warfare occurring all throughout the
Baltics.”

At the Warsaw Summit in 2016, Tate said,
NATO knew it had to do more.

“We recognized that we needed more than
just the assurance measures that we had in
place for two years, and we needed to switch
to deterrence,” Tate said.

At the Warsaw Summit, he said, “NATO
took another very significant move for
NATO, which was to create enhanced for-
ward presence battlegroups.”

There are four of those battalion-sized bat-
tlegroups, which include enablers, he said.
They are led by Great Brittan and Estonia;

Canada and Latvia; Germany and Lithuania;
and the United States and Poland.

Right now, he said, the U.S-led group is
in place, as is the German-led group. The
British-led group will be in place soon, and
the Canadian-led group will be in place this
summer.

“That’s real boots on the ground,” Tate
said. “These forces are designed to be ‘fight
tonight” combat-ready forces. We have a
given mission ... to not just deter, which is
our primary function, but to be prepared to
defeat a limited incursion, potentially up to
as large as a brigade-sized incursion. So this
iS a very serious ongoing operation and mis-
sion set that is occurring in Europe today.”

Bolstering that deterrent force, Tate said,
is the deployment of an American armored
brigade combat team — the 3-4th Infantry
Division, as well as deployment of the 10th
Combat Aviation Brigade.

Bringing the 10th CAB into the mix, Tate
said, lets observers know the United States
means business.

“Everybody that watches the way the U.S.
Army fights realizes that if Army Aviation
isn’t there, then we aren’t serious,” he said.

SEE READY, PAGE B4

GENERAL:

Time to move
past incremental
modernization

In Aviation

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

NASHVILLE — The Army must move past incre-
mental modernization to existing systems and make
the leap forward to new capabilities if it wants to
maintain overmatch against adversaries, said Maj.
Gen. Robert Marion.

“Across the Army and over the last 15 years, we
have continued to modernize capabilities and have
done so incrementally, with great results,” Marion
said. “I believe we are at a nexus in time, technology
and treasure that requires us to move beyond incre-
mental modernization and in some key areas, focus
on leap-ahead capabilities.”

Marion, who serves as the military deputy for the
assistant secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Lo-
gistics and Technology, offered this assessment while
speaking at the 2017 Army Aviation Mission Solu-
tions Summit, sponsored by the Army Aviation As-
sociation of America, April 26-28 in Nashville.

Marion said while at war for 15-plus years in Iraq
and Afghanistan, adversaries have watched the Unit-
ed States, how it fights and the capabilities that it has.
And those same adversaries have also been develop-
ing their own technology.

“Our adversaries have watched us, they have
learned our strengths, our vulnerabilities, they have
seen our tactics, techniques and procedures, and they
understand how we operate,” Marion said. “In order
to remain decisive against an elusive and increas-
ingly capable enemy, we cannot wait to develop new
capabilities, or we risk being too late.”

While continued modernization of existing capabil-
ities, like the Bradley fighting vehicle, Abrams tank,
Patriot missile system, AH-64 Apache, and UH-60
Black Hawk continue to be important, he said — and
those systems will be valuable to the Army for years,
if not decades to come — development and investment
in new systems and new capabilities must start now.

“It’s time to look ahead to the next leap-ahead ca-
pability, and that’s Future Vertical Lift and the joint
multi-role technical demonstration that will inform

SEE GENERAL, PAGE B4

A rocket is loaded into an AH-64D Apache assigned to 1st Attack Reconnaissance Battalion, 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade at a forward

arming refuel point on Fort Bragg, N.C., May 2.

//

PHOTO BY SGT. STEVEN GALIMORE

GOUNTERING SPECIAL FORGES

Army Aviation teams with Republic of Korea forces to meet threats

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

WASHINGTON - In 2016, North Korea conducted about
22 missile launches and two nuclear tests as part of an effort
to gain nuclear missile capability there. The exercises also
served as provocation against its neighbor, the Republic of
Korea, to the south.

PHOTO BY 1ST LT. KATELYN N. RADACK

Aircrews from the 2nd GAB complete deck landing qualifications on
the Republic of Korea Navy Ship Dokdo in the Yellow Sea in April.

“The concerning part about this is not necessarily that they
are doing provocations,” said Brig. Gen. David J. Francis.
“What is a problem is they are getting better every time they
do a missile test and every time they do a nuclear test.”

Francis, who serves as deputy commander of the 2nd In-
fantry Division, 8th U.S. Army in South Korea, spoke Friday
during the 2017 Army Aviation Mission Solutions Summit,
sponsored by the Army Aviation Association of America, in
Nashville, Tennessee.

North Korea, Francis said, is likely looking for a “seat at
the table.” And while the North Koreans have a significant
conventional threat at their disposal — one of the largest mili-
taries in the world — and a sizable special operations capabil-
ity, as well, he said, “their ability to use it and sustain it over
time is very questionable.”

Instead, Francis said, the North Koreans are looking for
an “asymmetric capability” that will give them the leverage
they need to get that seat at the table. And that includes hav-
ing a nuclear capability.

In South Korea, the United States military and the Re-
public of Korea military — long-time allies — are working on
ways to counter the threats posed from the north. Aviation is

SEE SPECIAL FORCES, PAGE B4
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Davylilies For Sale
3293 S. Rocky Creek
Rd. Ashford
334-714-1039 or
334-714-4386
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TARTAN PINES
COMMUNITY

Saturday
May 20th, 2017
7AM - NOON

() MERCHANDISE

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED | BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.
CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

©< Wells Lawn Mower

Taylor, AL. 334-702-9566
m) We Buy, Sale & Trade Riding
Lawnmower Service, Parts new & used

(a'o PETS & ANIMALS

*i AKC LAB PUPPIES!

‘ Yellow & Black.

: Good bloodlines. Males.
~ui  Ready Now! 334-268-3171

Gorgeous Yellow Lab Mix. Playful, Loves dogs,
Water. Great Energy. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Mature Brindle Boxer/Pit. Call for a meet/Greet.
Waiting for a home. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Lab/Shepherd, Tan/White Mix. Great Personality,
Loves ALL. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Blonde Pit Bull Terrier Mix. Energetic, Loving,
all Boy. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

~ v
(.) FARMER’'S MARKET

APLIN FARMS
Open Mon.-Sat. 8-5
Green Beans, Squash,
Zucchini, Onions, Cabbage,
Borccoli, Cauliflower, Lettuce
& Strawberries
CALL 334-792-6362

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

S P,

New Crop red potatoes, squash,
beans, english peas, cucumbers,
peaches and other fresh
Vegetables Available!

Hwy 52 Malvern 334-793-6690

CATTLE FOR SALE - Cow & Calfs pairs,

$1250. - $1500. Weaned Heifers $700.
Jerry Knowles 334-726-7520/334-693-2965

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small

Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber

334-389-2003
(f§) EmMPLOYMENT

GENERAL

EXpress

EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS
Respecting People. Impacting Business.”
We provide a full range of employment
solutions that include full-time, temporary,
and part-time employment in a wide
range of positions, including professional,
commercial, and administrative.

WELDERS

MECHANICS
ESTIMATOR

CNC OPERATOR

POWDER COATER/PAINTER

APPLY ONLINE AT
WWW.EXPRESSPROS.COM/DOTHANAL
OR CALL US AT 334-671-1315

ADMINISTRATIVE & OFFICE WORK

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
Administrative Clerk

The Coffee County Sheriff's Office is
accepting applications for the position
of Administrative Clerk.
Application closing date is May 12, 2017

Candidate must have knowledge of
general office procedures, practices and
equipment; records management and
filing systems; and general processes
and principles used in law enforcement
agencies. Candidate must have ability to
accurately enter data into computer
database and type correspondence and
reports. Candidate should have a
minimum of two years clerical experience.
Candidate must possess a valid drivers’
license and be able to pass a drug test,
criminal records check and a complete
background check. Starting rate of pay
will be from $10.39 to $10.92 per hour.

All applications MUST
be submitted to the
Alabama Career Center.
No applications sent via mail, e-mail,
or fax will be considered. A detailed job
description can be obtained at the

Alabama Career Center.
Coffee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

ENTERPRISE

HEALTH AND
REHABILITATION CENTER

® RN/LPN 2ND SHIFT
FULL TIME - PART TIME - PRN
Full Time $500 Sign on Bonus

® RN SUPERVISOR
FULL TIME 2ND SHIFT

Supervisory experience in long-term care
a plus. Must have Alabama RN license.

® CERTIFIED NURSING
ASSISTANT
FULL TIME - PART TIME

EMAIL RESUME TO:
jkparrish@centurytel.net

APPLY IN PERSON
300 PLAZA DRIVE
ENTERPRISE, AL 36330
CHECK US OUT ONLINE!

www.enterprisenursinghome.com

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE WATER
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

ACCOUNTS
PAYABLE CLERK

Summary: Processes requisitions and
purchase orders; receives checks and
mails to vendors; assists public, issues
business licenses, receives revenue
from city departments, issues receipts
and forwards to City Clerk/Treasurer.

Starting Salary: $11.93/HR

OPENING DATE: May 4th, 2017
CLOSING DATE: May 18th, 2017

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE, AL.
M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

Full-Time Teller

Provide teller services to members of IAM
Community Federal Credit Union at our
Enterprise location.

Follow detailed and standardized procedures
in performing member transactions.
Provide members with information regarding
Credit Union products and services.
Provide superior service to all members and
cross sell services to help in the growth
of the Credit Union.

Minimum Qualifications: HS diploma.
Experience preferred. Ability to be bonded
required. Drug test required if selected.

Send Resume to: Human Resources
P.0. Box 311990, Enterprise, AL 36331

Email: dvillemsr @iamcfcu.com
Fax: (334) 347-1074

IAM Community Federal Credit Union is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Coffee County Landfill has an
opening for the position:
Equipment Operator Il.
Starting Pay $11.43 to 12.31 per hour
depending on experience. Demonstrated
experience operating heavy equipment
and a valid Alabama Driver’s License
required. CDLS with tanker and HAZMAT

endorsements, and knowledge and
experience operating crawler dozers,
excavators, and articulating dump
trucks preferred. Benefits include: paid
vacation, sick leave, health insurance,
holidays, and State retirement.
Closing date: May 19, 2017.

Please apply at the Alabama Career
Center, Enterprise, AL

Coffee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Need a New Home?
Check out the Classifieds

GENERAL

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Volunteers of Americas

Southeast

NOW HIRING

Direct Support Professionals

HEADLAND AREA
3BR/2BA Dbl. Wide - newly remodeled
Home & Land package
Owner Financing / Can lease to own.
$59,900 OBO Call: 386-312-6363

MOBILE HOMES IN PARKS

needed in Enterprise, AL, to
provide care to adults who have

a developmental disability.
$100 Bonus after completion
of probationary period.

Please visit www.voase.org
for information and online

application instructions.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/E-Verify.
RESIDENTIAL

(@) REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

p9 FSBO 2BR/2BA Condo
\{ Stone Creek Landing,

i ° 1400SF, 2%; car garage,
wood and carpet flooring,
- — granite countertops, lots
of storage, low maintenance, club house, pool
and walking trails. $178,000 Call 850-333-0353

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

2-10 acre tracks and 4% acre track
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

25.677 Acres of Pasture Land w/ fish pond
178 acres +/- Farm Land and
working dirt pit and fish pond.
Located on Dunn Rd. Dothan
334-798-2761 or 334-790-6523

MOBILE HOME PARK FOR SALE

%10 trailers completely furnished with
septic tank for each one, 7 acres land.
Located in Wicksburg, great area!

Taking bids.
Call: 334-702-4539 or 334-714-3009.

= Will pay top dollar

for used

$$$ MOBILE HOMES $$$
334-685-0889

(ﬁ) RECREATION

BOATS

16 FT Bass Boat
Pedastal seats, 88 HP Johnson, Motorguide trol-
ling motor. Well cared for! $4,500
334-687-7941

. 2008 Baja Outlaw ,

. = 5.0 Mercruiser, 195 hours,
- - 7% aluminum Tandem-axle
‘ S trailer $15,800 call 334-
714-2469 or email mer_riley @yahoo.com

2011 Godfrey Pontoon Boat , Sweetwater Series
model 2086FC, 20ft, with 2011 4 stroke yamaha
60 HP motor, cover & trailer included $13,500
Call 334-805-3707

Key West 2007, 196 BR Bay Boat , 150HP Yamaha
outboard, HD trolling motor, aluminum trailer,
only 152 hours, always sheltered, exc. cond.
marine radio, FM/AM radio, GPS, fish finder,
many extras included. $19,900. Appoint. only.
Call 229-723-6527 leave message and phone
number, serious inquiries only. or email your
interest to: smueller@windstream.net ,

HORSE LOVERS

146 acres 30 minutes east of Dothan, south
of Early Co GA; home and guest house, pool,
new 11 stall metal horse barn. Good timber.
$675,000. Visit southernforestryrealty.com

Golden Farm for details. Call 229-246-5785

HOMES FOR SALE

i 126 Woodcreek Drive,
s Dothan, AL $131,500
[S=E 0 "Chestnut Ridge SD"

- — B'E This charming garden
home is situated in a friendly and quite neigh-
borhood located inside the circle. 2BR/2BA
home with a 1-car garage has a great floor
plan and provides 1340+ sq ft of generous
space. Master Bath offers a huge walk in
closet. A relaxing covered porch is a perfect
place to enjoy the outdoors and get some fresh
air. This home is turn key, move in ready!

Please call 334-701-7979 to schedule an appt.

FIXER UPPER 3BR/2BA
207 Hidden Glen Way - Dothan
new A/C, roof 10 yrs old,
$64,500 334-793-6876.

Royal Boat 2005 16ft, 60HP four stroke Mercury
engine with power tilt and trim, stick steering,
electric anchors, electric wench, hummingbird
798 color fish finder with GPS, equiped with rod
holders, trolling motor, excellent condition
$11,900 OBO. Call 334-618-7682

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

= 2015 Heartland Wilderness

I | / /7§ Travel Trailer, Excellent condi-
- tion, 1 owner: 3 slides (living,
kitchen & master closet),

“ power awning & slides, sleeps
6, 2 recliners, raise & lower TV console in living,
master br. w/TV, pantry, microwave, oven &
fridge. $25,000 MUST PICK UP! 334-805-0120.

Vintage Air Stream 1950’s camper trailer,
approx. 25 ft. long, inside completely refurbish-
ed. Includes vintage decor and furniture such
as iron bunk beds, also large tiki umbrella for
outside. $7000. OBO Call 334-355-1426 for pic-
tures or to see.

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

35 ft. Winnebago Adventurer Motor Home
Class A, with only 40K original miles (spent
alot of time on lake). New commode, micro-
wave, 6 new tires and tile in kitchen. Single
slide out. Rebuilt generator. Asking $16,450
Call: 334-678-7551 or 334-790-3253.

FSBO: 3BR/2.5BA custom brick home
with 15AC. - M.O.L. fenced pasture.
Great country setting, large workshop,
other outside storage buildings, built in
appliances, gas/wood fireplace. Rehobeth
schools $239,000 By appointment
Call: 334-596-8878 / 334-793-3312.

=& FSBO Brick Home
% 3BR/1.5BA
Halls Mill Road,

Dothan. New AC, roof, flooring & tub
$75,000 Call 334-598-2356

P LEASE PURCHASE
- UNTIL YOU MEET
g BANK APPROVAL
= First Month Free!
Lease $1395 Month. 300 Summerrain Terrace,
Dothan "Woodlands Subdivision" 2600SF,
5BR/3BA, 625SF addition for Adult Child,
In-Laws or Playroom. $179,900. 10% purchase
deposit. Installment plan available if needed.

Call 334-794-4912 or 678-764-8311
HOMES WITH ACREAGE

PERFECT SOUTHERN RETREAT

——

Custom Built Lodge & Party Barn on 290
Ac. w/ pines, hardwoods, creeks, 5 ac.
stocked pond, 110 acres of open field,

main house 3/2 consist 2245SF w/385SF

sunroom, 2 custom fireplaces, too many
amenities to list, 25 minutes to Dothan.
Call 334-589-3422 or visit www.zillow.com

1655 Co. Rd. 123, Columbia (Henry Cty.)

Fully Furnished including equipment.

WATERFRONT

Large 1.74 acre Lot
White Oak Creek - Eufaula

160 ft. water front, water, power & septic
tank, currently set up for camper,
has 2-decks, no boat dock

ONLY $95,000 334-798-0040

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K Ib. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $62,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Winnebago 1984 Class C, rebuilt generator, new
interior about 3 years old, new starter, needs
battery and tires. Been sitting up over 2 years.
$2200. 334-333-1291.

(% TRANSPORTATION

Buick 1989 LaSabre , 6 cylinder, automatic, 108K
miles, clean car, tinted windows, electric seats
& windows, stereo, cd player with amplifier,
good car, silver with blue interior, good gas
mileage. $2500. OBO 850-482-6022. LV. Mess.

Chevrolet 1972 S10
& Pickup: Blue. Long wheel

& base. New 350 cubic inch
& motor with less than
= 20,000 miles. Dual exhaust

= with headers. Chrome
bumpers. Custom wheels.

Pioneer sound system and more. REAL CLEAN.
$9,500 firm (cash only). Call or text A.J. at (334)
369-9625

AUTOS FOR SALE

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

g —m=a - Chrystler 2003 300M,

- dark gray with leather
interior, power every-
thing, sunroof, rebuilt
engine, chrome rims, good tires, excellent
stereo system, 3.5L 6 cyclinder. ONLY $2,800
Call 334-791-9099

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

Inventory Reduction Sale
DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE ?
Good, Bad or No Credit?

*GUARANTEED APPROVAL

Pass, REPO, BK’S, SSI & VA OK.
Steve 334-803-9550 *call for info.
= Outlet Rental Car & Truck

REDUCED!

This is a fantastic
i property on beautiful
Compass Lake on a
peninsular. You have approx.
720’ of shoreline, extensive wood decks, boat
houses, grill house, covered dock,
and a 2 story home with 6 BR
Now only $405,000! Call Ouida Morris,
Century 21 Sunny South Properties
@850-209-4705

Kia 2016 Rio, 4 doors, full warranty, MUST
SELL! $0 Down Take Payments Over $270
Month with Credit Union. Call Bob 850-693-1074
after 6pm. (Cottonwood, Al)

MOTORCYCLES

Harley Davidson 1993 Fatboy , custom paint,
screaming eagle exhaust, S&S carburetion,
30k miles $6000. Call 334-447-1360 NICE!

Harley Davidson 2001 Roadking Police Bike, 25k
miles, garage kept, windsheild and backrest,
saddle bags $6,900 Call 334-714-8534
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SPORT UTILITY

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

=3 Mercury 2007 Mountain-
is=ia | eer Premier, loaded, sun-
W roof, leather, 3rd row
seat, 123,000 mile, like
new .$8,595 Call 334-790-

BUY IT!

SelL !

FIND IT!

Army Flier Classifieds B3

Toyota 2013 4-Runner Limited LTD SUV

2 wheel drive, 1-owner, excellent condition.
Loaded, 39K miles, remote start, nav., rear vid-
eo, weather tech. mats, leather heated seats,
moon roof, met. gray, $28,000. 334-714-0865.

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

"2 255 Massey Ferguson,
S~ 55 horsepower Perkins

JF " 35() Diesel engine 5ft bush hog
" included, good condition,
no trades. Serious Inquiry Only!

$7500 Call 334-793-3039

Chevy 1996 Silverado 1500:
2nd owner, runs and looks
great, clean title, 187K
miles.No calls after 8 pm
This one won’t last. $6500
0OBO 334-799-7025 or 334-
693-9360

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

Dodge 1500 Ram, 2002, real clean, loaded,
excellent condition, 4-door, automatic. $5600.
334-347-6684 or 334-464-6976.

Massey Ferguson Tractor 270, 1600 hrs.,
new tires, excellent condition and comes with
bush hog. $7900. 334-792-8018.

Chevy 2000 High top Conversion Van: Runs well.
Rear bench reclines to bed. TV and 4 captain
chairs. Cannot finance. Cash only. Price is firm.
$$3,800 334-687-0404

WANTED AUTOS

% Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
S We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.

Call Jim 334-379-4953

BUSINESS AND SERVICE DIRECTORY

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING
LLC
-

BUSINESSES

(X) & SERVICES

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Complete CareGivers

In Home Elder Care Service
Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

Elderly Care?
Nursing Home Not An Option?

m | will stay in YOUR home with YOUR
light Housekeeping, errands
& meals prep. Exp. & Ref. Avail.
Call: 334-733-2196
X
* POOLE CONSTRUCTION

loved one. Reasonable rates,
*DUMP TRUCKS *TOP SOIL

*BACKHOE WORK

*DOZER WORK ~ *FILL DIRT

DOTHAN, AL 334-492-2235

ASPHALT PAVING

* Driveways
* Parking Lots A
« Access Roads [[E
* Concrete Curbs
* Striping

255 Murray Road Dothan, AL

\

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

CHAD’s USED CARS
% Buy Here % Pay Here x

OVER 100 CARS to choose from

GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad'’s
Come spend your taxes with us!
We appreciate your business!

MORRISON Bush Hogging
$45. per hr. 2 hr. min.
334-200-5297

Licensed and Insured
% 4 Years Cutting In
The Wiregrass!

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE

- Home + Church - Commercial

Best Service! Best Price!
334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

R

Housekeeping by Brook
Housekeeping % Gardening % Painting

Great References & Reasonable Rates
For: Ozark, Dothan & Enterprise areas!
= Mondays and Fridays Available

Call Today: 254-315-7434/ 334-237-8510

= S *E & o *
Construction
- CONCRETE WORK

- specialize in driveways,

~ patios, slabs and more!
100 mile radius of Hartford

Call Eddie 334-464-8245 * Licensed & Bonded

r"/
“ radius from Dothan 334-447-7853
jospehpamela @bellsouth.net

See us on facebook ( Joey Myers)
Milled Asphalt parking lots & driveways

:’2 e

0 ¢

Myers Construction LLC
Professional Quality Concrete
& Block Service. *Free Est. 150 mile

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

POOLE
CONCRETE
CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL and COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Bonded and Insured
* Workmans Comp and General Liability

Concrete Driveways, Sidewalks, Curbs,
Concrete Parking Lots, Building Slabs,

Any and All of Your Concrete Needs
Call Today “QUALITY RESULTS”
Roy PooLE, EsTiMATOR « BRENT PooLE, OWNER

334-492-2235
FREE ESTIMATES « DOTHAN, AL

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

-

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV

Repairs since 1970
LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.
DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?
Call us or visit our website for more
information. = 334-792-0551 ¢=
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL
www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610 @graceba.net

g usba“d for Hire 4&.
Services n

*% 35YEARS EXP., %%
FULL SERVICE COMPANY
*Ceiling fans *Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry *Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist
"Let us handle your home repair needs"
odd jobs to big jobs

= Ask for Paul: HFHS LLC
locally owned 334-790-2659

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net
ZN\
® Roofing ® Remodeling X =
® Repairs ® Plumbing

® Siding ® Carpentry e Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303 @yahoo. com

MR. FIXIT

Jack of All Trades

________ - === -

| .. Superior Craftsmen

1 Renovation Specialist

| RENOVATION & REPAIR

! Commercial & Residential

| Sl % Additions and Kitchens *
% Baths and Windows/Doors * Water

: Proofing & Insurance Work

1

1

1

1

1

(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services
35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards
References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

a CALL: 334-648-6179

Hussey Brothers

House Movers
1. Structural Relocation
Specialist
Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-
Adjusting Doors and Windows

Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725

Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

SOUTHERN SITE WORKS, LLC
Grading ® Demolition ® Clearing ® Asphalt
Paving @ Concrete ® Ponds @ And More...
Extremely Talented, Diligent and
Courteous Crew. Licensed
* Residential & Commercial *

= 334-712-9704 = 334-726-3231

Want to sell your
AUTOMOBILE?

Place a Classified Ad
TODAY!

Professional Landscape Design/Installation

ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer
Auburn University Graduate

*|rrigation Installation/Repair
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage
Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed @comcast.net

LAWN SERVICES

POWER WASHING

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
v~ Roof .~ Eaves ~ Siding

v~ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!

FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available
= Will match or beat any price

334-405-3649

Licensed & Insured

- EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING

@\ LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES
Homes Commercial & Lake Homes

Fences Gutters - Eaves ° Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs - Concrete Bldg. Churches
= 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Al Cannon Lawn Care
(e Mowing e Line Trimming
Edge & Blowing
** Prices starting ** at $25.
Residential - Comm. _
**FREE ESTIMATES ** 334-333-6669
Lic. & Insured WWW.cannonlawncare.com

Ve

* Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.
Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.
A one time job or scheduled maintenance.
= Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

% RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC

> "We Do More Than Cut Grass"
Commercial and Residential

o Fertilizer @ Lay Sod ® Minor Storm
Removal ® Leaf Removal
® Power Wash ® Vinyl Siding

(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-200-8851

FREE ESTIMATES -

Licensed & Bonded.

T& T Lawn Service LLC
’We walk by faith not by sight’
We specialize in: ® Flower beds ® Mulching
® Pine Straw ® Sodding ® Hedge Trimming
® Fertilizing ® Commercial & Residential

FREE ESTIMATES - CALL 334-718-3673

L)

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service (&

o Tree Removal
o Stump Grinding e Tractor Work @ Sod Work

o Sprinkler System
FREE ESTIMATES!!
5

Call 334-618-3058
MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR

or 334-796-9556

Mobile Basic Veterinary,ServiceJ
Equine; Feline][Canine; etc. &

Dr. Hannah Matz-Creel
(334) 648-1483

Mobile Visit by Appaintment Only
Reduced House Gall Fee for “at home" vaccinations for cals

PAINTING

W A’s PAINTING SERVICE
-7 g Y Interior Y« Exterior
J 3 Y Pressure Washing
[€ Vv Specilize in Garage Floors
Free Estimates!
No job too small!!
( Licensed & Insured )

Call: 334-618-0134

Need Exterior Cleaned?
THE MILDEW MAN

FREE ESTIMATES

e Roofing
e Eaves & Siding

e Drives, Etc.

Roof Cleaning
Involves
No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510
KENNETH BEDSOLE

ROOFING, INC.

334-671-9225

7090 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL

Free Estimates

We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
5 We Want To Be The Best!"

BEB
&

For Repairs and Leaks
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

WEATHERPROOF "?-;‘a"e_‘a

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

)
BBB
| Angigs list.

o
MEMBER Revicws you can trust.

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com
= Come Visit Our
Showroom

Withstand Winds
Up To 140 MPH

Ao Painting & Remodeling
NU Company
~ e Carpentry ® Painting
® Pressure Washing e Interior or Exterior
® Free Estimates @ 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work
Call 334-405-0987

BAMA POOL SERVICES LLC

® Commercial & Residential Pools
® Salt System e Pool Repair
e Vinyl Liner Installation & Repair
Locally licensed, Owned & Insured

Call 334-797-6998

|4

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FREE
Insurance
Claims
Inspections

Repairs
FIRE « WIND « WATER

ANIM - 3¥1d « NOILVYOLS3Y aVvIidL

* Painting

M * Roofing
* Flooring

Licensed
General Contractor

» | —

gstorat =
N 334-692-4222 &. 4

.TriadRestorationinc.comGg®
TRIAD RESTORATION -« FIRE * WIND - WATER * DAMAGE REPAIRS

SHIVd3Y IOVINVA « ¥ILVM «

NO CO-PAY « NO DEDUCTIBLES

/ ‘7{ y
7 \".!;r- ‘J:f’,’l
FOR DETAILS CALL JEFF COOPER

1-850-209-4038

i
T N\
AFFORDABLE PROFESSIONAL

ROOFING...
Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
o Vinyl Siding ® Metal Shingles ® Flat Roofs
® Seamless Gutter ® Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!

Call 334-475-1968

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

TREE SERVICE

A-1 Tree
Service

Licensed ® Bonded
Insured o Landscaping o Irrigation
Lawn Maintenance e Pressure Washing

Call for your FREE estimate!

334-400-4959
15% SPRING DISCOUNT! 30 years of Exp.

Accepting all major credit cards
Quality you can count on with people you can
trust for a price you can’t beat!
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“But when you deploy a CAB, the Russians
know we are coming prepared to fight, if we
have to — a credible deterrent force.”

Army Aviation may mean that the Army
means business, but there are significant
challenges in Europe for rotary-wing units,
Tate said. For starters, the weather in Europe
is different than what the Army got used to
in the deserts of the Middle East — where the
climate is unusually suited for year-round
flying.

“For many years we have gotten used to
flying and operating in desert environments,
which have their own unique challenges, but
also provide 340 or so flyable days every
year,” he said.

General

Flying in the Middle East, he said, was
also unimpeded by the dense air-defense ca-
pabilities that aircraft would likely encoun-
ter during any possible conflict in Europe. In
Iraq and Afghanistan, that relative freedom
to fly meant secure forward operating bases
that aircraft could operate out of.

“We will not have big Aviation FOBs that
will be unthreatened anywhere in Europe if
we get into a fight with Russia,” Tate said.
“We are just going to have to go back to dis-
persion.”

Tate recalled operations he experienced as
anew lieutenant in Korea.

“I remember ... where every troop and
sometimes even below troop level, would be
in a different field, and we are doing main-
tenance out there in the field, truly, not in a

hanger or a tent,” he said. “This is a lost art
in many ways, something we have to train to
and develop.”

He said the Army will prepare for that
environment through about 54 exercises in
Europe that will happen in 2017. Aviation
will participate in those exercises as well.
That will involve six different airfields in
five countries, with 23 countries participat-
ing in some way.

Also a concern for Army Aviation,
Tate said, are overwater Kkits, fast-rope
insertion and extraction systems, very small
aperture terminals, and mission command
equipment.

That type of gear doesn’t exist organically
in a CAB, he said. If it were provided to the
CAB in Europe now, would it stay in Eu-

rope, or rotate back to the United States?

“We are probably going to have to de-
velop something for this rotational force
that doesn’t keep coming back and forth,”
he said.

Also, ADR-certified vehicles are an issue.
That is, ensuring Army vehicles meet stan-
dards in Europe to travel on roads while car-
rying hazardous materials.

“Any truck moving fuel, ammunition,
explosives, or any other HAZMAT, must be
fully certified,” he said. “We spent $500,000
and several months getting the heavy ex-
panded mobility tactical trucks and heavy
equipment transport systems from the 10th
CAB certified to do that. Is it going to make
sense to then send those back and do the
same for the follow-on CAB?”

Continued from Page B1

the requirements for FVL,” Marion said.

The FVL capability is expected to include an array of
helicopters that share similar sensors, avionics and en-
gines, for instance, but that perform a variety of different
roles that will allow them to replace a range of older, ex-
isting Army helicopters.

“Our Army and our Soldiers need all of us, throughout

chain, to be at our absolute best as we execute the Joint
Multi-Role Technical Demonstration, and as we prepare
to execute the FVL program,” Marion said.”

Forward movement on FVL, as well as on other mod-
ernization programs, Marion said, has been stymied by a
series of unpredictable budgets. At the start of April, for
instance, a budget for fiscal year 2017 had still not passed.
Under a “continuing resolution,” which allows the gov-
ernment to continue to be funded with dollars equivalent

programs cannot begin. That makes it hard for the Army
to modernize.

“Our lack of a 2017 budget is keeping nearly 50 new-
starts, across the Army, from starting in 2017,” Marion
said. “Among those is the FVL program.”

Marion also said about 80 Army programs will need to
be maintained at fiscal year 2016 funding levels. One of
those programs is the Improved Turbine Engine Program,
which is meant to provide a new engine to the Apache and

this entire enterprise, and throughout the entire supply

Special forces

Continued from Page B1

a big part of that, Francis said.

Army Aviation units in Korea now have
two mission sets they are focused on: mari-
time counter-special operations forces, and
counter-weapons of mass destruction.

COUNTER-SOF

Maritime counter-SOF is designed to de-
feat a special operations force infill via sea,
either to the west or east of the Korean pen-
insula, Francis said. But, for now, they are
focused on the west.

“The primary mission is to defeat that
SOF threat before it reaches the mainland,”
he said.

That counter-SOF mission, he said, has
“matured to the point where we have an at-
tack helicopter battalion that for a portion of
time works for the 2nd ROK fleet and the
2nd Maritime Battle Group. And their sole
purpose for a period of time is to, in fact, de-
feat and destroy this threat.”

Conducting that counter-SOF mission, he
said, is a multi-domain effort for the Army,

el

i

———— Ty ' Voo 1 1

| ,
,L—‘A‘.m.‘._nn_,l..,. P RS e |

partnering traditional land forces with naval
forces over land, air and sea.

“We are in a situation where we are flying
out over water in direct support of our surface
commander, who in this case is a naval com-
mander, to defeat a specific threat,” Francis
said. “Using direct fire from our AH-64s, we
are guided onto targets by ROK controllers
in some cases, and in other cases depending
on the scenario, we might have some U.S.
folks out there.”

The bottom line, Francis said, is that U.S.
Army AH-64 Apaches are partnering with
the ROK Navy to provide security on the
Korean peninsula.

“We take an Apache helicopter battalion
and we execute attack operations over the
water to find and destroy enemy targets,” he
said.

He said right now there continues to be
challenges, but not insurmountable chal-
lenges, that need to be worked out. Commu-
nications with the Koreans is one example
of that. One solution to that is putting liaison
officers on ships and ad hoc mission com-
mand packages together to enable them to

to what it received in the last passed budget,

“new start”

communicate with ROK and U.S. forces out
at sea.

Another challenge is how to do target han-
dovers. The current interoperability between
systems means that can’t happen automati-
cally, he said.

“We are doing manual target handovers,
because their ... aircraft and ours aren’t able
to talk from a common operating picture
point of view,” he said. “So target handover
is done manually.”

Exacerbating that problem, he said, is that
there are more than just attack helicopters
out over the water conducting the counter-
SOF mission.

“You have all the joint fires, you have
ground-based artillery that is shooting into
this airspace,” he said. “And we have close
air support from both the ROK and U.S. na-
val forces, and the U.S. Air Force.”

COUNTER-WMD

When it comes to weapons of mass de-
struction, Francis said, “we know for a fact
[North Korea] has multiple locations that
have WMD, and those sites are important
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Black Hawk fleet.

to us. So while we are conducting direct ac-
tion, combined arms maneuver to defeat and
destroy enemy forces, we are also focused
on getting in control of all of those sites that
contain WMD.”

Francis said the “Warrior Strike” exercises
are enabling the Americans and South Ko-
reans to practice together going after such
sites.

This week, Francis said, the 1-16th Infan-
try, out of the lst Armor Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Infantry Division, will work with
the Korean Navy to do an air assault training
mission. It’s the first time in recent history
the Americans have been able to conduct an
air assault off an ROK Navy ship.

“We believe ... it’s a capability we’re going
to need, whether it’s off a ROK ship ora U.S.
ship, or any other type of platform out there,”
Francis said. “We are going to have to have
the ability to maneuver from different places
so that we create options for the commander,
put ourselves in a position of relative advan-
tage over the enemy, and create multiple di-
lemmas for the enemy force from different
locations and different domains.”

L
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CHOSIN FEW
JCS chairman helps
veterans dedicate
monument to battle

Story on Page C4

Lake Tholocco
preps to open
for swim season

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

It’s that time of the year for
swimmers to get their sunscreen
and swimsuits ready as Fort Ruck-
er prepares to officially welcome
the summer swim season on one
of Fort Rucker’s most frequented
waterways.

Lake Tholocco will officially
open for the summer May 20
when Fort Rucker Outdoor Rec-
reation hosts its Day at the Lake
from 11 am. to 4 p.m. on West
Beach, where people are invited
to enjoy free swimming and in-
flatables, and take to the waters
with canoes, kayaks and paddle-
boats, according to Janice Erdlitz,
Directorate of Family, Morale,
Welfare and Recreation market-
ing director.

In addition to fun on the water,
the Center Library staff will be on
site to host activities for people
to build their own paper boats to
test out on the water. People will
also be able to purchase hot dogs,
bratwurst and other snacks during
the event, said Erdlitz.

People are also welcome to take
to the waters with ODR’s many
watercraft, such as canoes, kayaks
and paddleboats, said the market-
ing manager. Children under the
age of 16 must be accompanied
by an adult while using the water-
craft and all patrons must wear a
life jacket. The event is free and
open to the public.

West Beach will officially open
for the summer swim season be-
ginning May 26, but patrons can
get a jump on the official open
date during the event. Patrons are
also reminded that pets and glass
container are prohibited on the
beach areas for the safety of oth-
ers, said Erdlitz.

After the event, West Beach will
be open Fridays-Sundays from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. through Labor Day,
and patrons will need to purchase
swimming wrist bands from the
West Beach swimming area. Dai-
ly passes will be free for those 2
and under, and cost $1.50 for ages
3-12, $2.25 for ages 13-17, and $3
for ages 18 and older.

As one of the largest and most
well-known attractions on Fort
Rucker, Lake Tholocco’s West
Beach, which is the designated
swimming area for the lake, is fit-
ted with a water trampoline and
two water slides.

The beach also features nine pa-

A DAY AT THE LAKE
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Then-W01 Stuart Kelly, B Company, 1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment, buries
his son, Stuart Jr., in the sand with the help of his daughter, Scotland, during Lake
Fest at West Beach on Lake Tholocco last year.

Jessica Moos, military spouse, directs her children, Lizzy and Skylar, back to
shore after a day on the water during Lake Fest at West Beach on Lake Tholocco

last year.

vilions available for rent through-
out the summer swim season, two
of which are indoor and air condi-
tioned, according to Melissa Kel-
ley, ODR lead recreation assistant.
The rental rates range from $25-
$85 per day with weekly rates
available, as well, and there are
also canopies available for rent
ranging from 10°x10’ to 20°x30’,

along with folding chairs, tables
and basically anything people
need for outdoor parties.

ODR also features boat rent-
als that people can use to take to
the water, ranging from Jon boats,
pontoon boats, ski boats, and even
jet skis that are available on a first-
come, first-served basis, said the
recreation assistant.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

A)

Then-2nd Lt. Damien Watkins, 1-145th Avn. Regt., goes up for a spike during a
volleyball tournament at the Lake Fest in 2015.

To be eligible for the boat rent-
als, people must be a DOD civil-
ian, active-duty military or a re-
tired service member. Boat rental
prices depend on the amount of
time people would like the boat
for.

Boaters are not required to have
the Alabama vessel requirements
to rent boats, said Kelley, but

they do need to complete the Fort
Rucker Boater Safety Course,
which consists of 25 questions
and is an open book exam that
people can take free of charge.
The course must be taken on site
at the outdoor recreation service
center.

For more information, call 255-
4305.

‘A LEGAGY OF GARING’

Local generosity co

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

The Army Emergency Fund
provided more than $965 million
to help Soldiers in need last year
and, as the campaign enters its final
leg, Fort Rucker is once again on
track to do its part.

According to Capt. Abigail Za-
jac, Fort Rucker AER campaign
coordinator, the post community
generously contributed more than
$160,000 last year.

“AER does not set a specific
monetary goal for each campaign,
but we sincerely hope that all Sol-
diers will consider the opportunity
this program provides and give as
they see fit,” she said. “Ideally, we
would like this year’s campaign
to beat last year’s collection of
$164,398.50, but we are happy for
any donations that we receive and
hope that each member of the com-
munity will contribute however
they can.”

According to Beth Gunter, AER
officer, more than $90,000 has

AER GRAPHIC

been donated as of April 19.

“Last year, the Fort Rucker
Soldiers’, retirees’ and communi-
ties” commitment to support Army
Emergency Relief and the impor-
tance of the assistance it provides
was evident through their gener-
ous donations of $164,398.50,”
she said. “The goal this year is to
continue that legacy of caring and
exceed last year’s contributions.”

The campaign continues through
Monday, but donations are accept-
ed year round.

“An individual may not be in
a position to support AER right

ntinues as

now, but still would like the op-
portunity to do so,” Gunter said.
Contributions to AER are accepted
throughout the year, either online
at www.aerhg.org or at the Fort
Rucker AER office in the Soldier
Service Center, Bldg. 5700, Rm.
350. During the online donation
process, the donor is able to note
the installation they are from and
the unit under the additional infor-
mation section, which then adds
their donations to the Fort Rucker
campaign total.

Last year, Fort Rucker contribut-
ed $164,459. However, more than
$470,208 of assistance was provid-
ed to Fort Rucker Soldiers, retir-
ees, family members and surviving
spouses and orphans — “$188,266
of that assistance was provided as
grants and scholarships,” she add-
ed. “The donations provided to the
campaign are contributed to AER
to be used for Soldiers regardless
their location.”

The traditional categories of as-
sistance, according to Gunter, are
emergency travel, rent, utilities,

campaign

essential privately owned vehicle
repairs, funeral expenses, food and
gas.

“The categories of assistance
have expanded to also cover ad-
vanced travel funds if there is a
delay in receipt of advance pay
or dislocation allowance; minor
home repairs, to include repair of
the heating and cooling system,
purchase and repair of stoves, re-
frigerator, washer and dryer when
establishing a new houschold or
to repair if required; and essential
furniture when establishing a new
household,” she said. “Providing
a no-interest loan to assist in these
areas can assist Soldiers and their
families from further financial
hardship.”

According to Zajac, there are
additional areas of assistance AER
provides that may not be as well
known.

“Most people are familiar with
AER’s no-interest loans, but may
be less familiar with the other forms
of financial assistance that AER of-
fers,” she said. “For instance, in

nears end

certain cases, rather than giving a
loan, AER may give Soldiers or
their families assistance in the form
of a grant so that the recipient has
no requirement to pay back AER.
Additionally, AER offers scholar-
ships that spouses and children of
service members can use toward
achieving a four-year degree.

“AER’s assistance can be vital to
families because it allows them to
focus on other things,” she added.
“The stress associated with finan-
cial burden can be terrible for a
family, and when a Soldier has a
difficult environment at home, it
can lead to poor performance on
duty, and it can harm children’s
ability to perform in school and a
spouse’s ability to perform in his/
her respective career. By alleviat-
ing that burden, all areas of family
life are enabled to develop more
freely with less worry, which helps
each of the family members to per-
form better at their respective du-
ties and obligations.

For more information, visit
https://www.aerhq.org.
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Resilience workshop

Army Community Service will host re-
silience training Friday from 9-11:30 a.m.
in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 350. People need to
register today. The workshop is designed to
provide family members and civilians with
the tools they need to better cope with and
overcome adversity and challenges, as well
as perform better in stressful situations. The
goal is for students to thrive when facing life
challenges, not just bounce back, according
to ACS officials. This month will emphasize
avoiding thinking traps, detecting icebergs
and energy management.

For more information, call 255-3161 or
255-3735.

Six Flags day trip

MWR Central will host a day trip to Six
Flags in Atlanta, Georgia, Saturday. The
cost for the trip will be $80 per person, and
will include admission ticket to the park and
transportation. For more information or to
register, call 255-2997 or 255-9517.

Youth center dinner, movie

The Fort Rucker Youth Center will take a
field trip to Dothan for dinner and a movie
Saturday. The trip will leave for Dothan at 3
p-m. be back at 9:30 p.m. Youth are respon-
sible for the cost of dinner and the movie.
Youth must be a child and youth services
member to participate — ages 11-18, grades
Six-12.

For membership information or to sign-
up, call 255-9638.

Mother’s Day brunch

The Landing will host its Mother’s Day
brunch Sunday. The brunch will include:
omelet bar, meat carving station, dessert bar
and more. Each Mother will receive a free
flower. Reservations are not required, but are
highly encouraged. The brunch will be open
to the public.

For more information or to make a reser-
vation, call 255-0769.

Mom & Me: Dad too!

Army Community Service hosts its Mom
& Me: Dad too! playgroup Mondays from
9:30-11 a.m. at The Commons. The play-
group is for families with children ages birth
to 3 years old.

For more information, call 255-9647 or
255-3359.

Tot Time

Army Community Service hosts its Tot
Time playgroup Wednesdays from 9:30-
I1a.m. at The Commons, Bldg. 8950. The
playgroup is for children 12-36 months and
their caregivers. The playgroup provides
programs and activities that enhance care-
giver-child interaction, and stimulate child
growth and development.

For more information, call 255-9647 or
255-3359.

Blended Retirement System seminar

The Army Community Service Financial
Readiness Program will present a Blended
Retirement System seminar Wednesday
from 6-7 p.m. in the Soldier Service Center,
Bldg. 5700, in Rm. 282. The seminar will be
a discussion of the significant changes to the
current military retirement system, includ-
ing how retirement pay will be calculated,
continuation pay and the Thrift Savings Plan
with matching government contributions.
The discussion will be facilitated by ACS
accredited financial counselors. Pre-registra-
tion is required by Tuesday. Free childcare is
available with registration.

For more information and to register, call
255- 3765 or 255-9631.

Right Arm Night

The Landing Zone will host Fort Rucker
Right Arm Night May 18 from 4-6 p.m.
Right Arm Night is an Army tradition, pro-
moting a night of camaraderie and esprit
de corps as leaders come together and treat
those who help them accomplish the mis-
sion. Complimentary appetizers will be
served while supplies last. Right Arm Night
is held every month, and both military and
civilians are welcome.

For more information, call 255-0768.

Military spouse appreciation

In honor of Military Spouse Appreciation
Month, Army Community Service is partner-
ing with the Fort Rucker Religious Services
Office to conduct Gary Chapman’s 5 Love
Languages workshop at the Wings Chapel
May 19 from 5:30-8 p.m. Dinner will be
provided by the chapel. The workshop helps
couples determine what their spouse’s love

The Landing will host Girls Night Qut Friday from 6-9 p.m. for an evening full of fashion, fun, and prizes, according to organizers. The event will feature
a DJ providing entertainment and representatives from numerous organizations from throughout the community that cater to women. Prize drawings
will be held throughout the evening, with a grand prize drawing at 9 p.m. People must be present to win prizes. The event is open to the public for
women ages 18 and older. Tickets are on sale for $10 and are available at MWR Central, The Landing Zone, The Landing Catering Office, or the Coffee
Zone at its Lyster and The Landing Zone locations. For more information, call 255-0769. Pictured is a scene from the Girls Night Out in January.
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language is and how to show their appre-
ciation for their support in the language they
appreciate. Helps them strengthen their rela-
tionships and get to know each other better,
according to organizers. For free childcare,
people can register with parent central ser-
vices by calling 255-2958. Pre-registration
for childcare is required.
For more information, call 255-3161.

Luau Skate Night

The Fort Rucker School Age Center will
host its Luau Skate Night May 19. Youth are
encouraged to wear their best tropical vaca-
tion attire and take part in the best outfit con-
test. Safety skate will cost $2 and will be
from 6:15-7:15 p.m. Regular skate will cost
$5 and be from 7:30- 9:30 p.m. Payment is
accepted in cash only. Participants must be
registered with child and youth services.

For more information, call 255-9108.

Newcomers welcome

A newcomers welcome is scheduled for
May 19 from 8:30-11 a.m. at The Landing.
Active-duty military, spouses, foreign stu-
dents, Army civilians and family members
are encouraged by post officials to attend the
newcomers orientation. A free light breakfast
and Starbucks coffee will be served. For free
childcare, people can register their children
at the child development center by calling
255-3564. Reservations must be made 24
hours prior to the newcomers welcome.

For more information, call 255-3161 or
255-2887.

Day at the Lake

Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation will host
its Day at the Lake May 20 from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at Lake Tholocco. Activities will
include free swimming, inflatables, and use
of the canoes, kayaks and paddle boats. The
Center Library will be on site with a build-
your-own paper boat activity. Hot dogs,
bratwurst, chips and other snack items will
be available for purchase. The event will be
open to the public. Credit and debit cards
will be accepted at the West Beach swim-
ming area. The West Beach swimming area
will officially open for the summer season
May 26. The swimming area will be open
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays through
Labor Day from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., includ-
ing during the Memorial Day and Labor
Day holidays. Patrons will need to purchase
swimming wrist bands from the West Beach
swimming area. Daily passes will cost: free
for ages 2 and under, $1.50 for ages 3-12,
$2.25 for ages 13-17, and $3 for ages 18 and
over. Pets and glass containers are prohibited
on the beach area.

For more information, call 255-4305.

WWI Book Club

Center Library will host its first WWI
book club May 25 at 5 p.m. The title of the
book is, “Sleepwalkers,” by Christopher

WEST BEACH. I.AKE THOLOCCO
11:00 AM —

Join Outdoor Recreation for a Day at The Lake as we
open Lake Tholocco for the summer. Activities include free
swimming, kids inflatables, use of the canoes, kayaks and
paddle boats and a “build-your-own” paper boat activity.

West Beach Swimming Area will open for the season on May 26.
Open on Fri, Sat & Sun through Labor Day: 11:00 am—4:00 pm
(Including Memorial Day and Labor Day holidays)

Daily passes are: Ages 2 & under FREE; Ages 3-12 years $1.50;
Ages 13-17 years $2.25; Ages 18+ $3.

MWRJ Outdoor Recreatlon, (334)255-4305.

rucker. armymwr.COM, Pets and glass containers are prohibited on the beach area.

4:00PM

Clark, and can be found free of charge on
Overdrive for e-books. The program is being
offered to help commemorate the 100th an-
niversary of the U.S.’s entry into WWI. This
program is free, open to authorized patrons
and Exceptional Family Member Program
friendly.

For more information, visit the Center Li-
brary or call 255-3885.

School Age Center Summer Camp
The Fort Rucker School Age Center will

host its summer camp May 30 to Aug. 4.Each
week, the camp will have a new theme. Par-
ents will have the ability to pick and choose
which weeks they would like their children
to attend. Fees will be due the Friday before
the start of each camp week and will be based
on total family income. Food, field trips and
all activities will be included in the weekly
fees. All youth who attend must be enrolled
in child and youth services.

For more information, call 255-9108 or
255-9638.

FORT RUCKER MOVIE SCHEDULE FOR MAY 11-14

Thursday, May 11
Guardians of the Galaxy: Vol. 2 (PG-13)

Friday, May 12

Guardians of the Galaxy: Vol. 2 (PG-13)
...................................................... 7 p.m.

Saturday, May 13

Power Rangers (PG-13) .................. 4 p.m.
CHIPS (R) ..o 7 p.m.

Sunday, May 14

The Boss Baby (PG) ........................ 1p.m.
Power Rangers (PG-13) .................. 4 p.m.

| TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY |.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408.
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Guitural center, U.S. Soldiers bring
touch of Americana to Gameroon

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

GAROUA, Cameroon — Growing up in
Cameroon, Leonce Laure was always fas-
cinated by American culture.

Whenever a Hollywood movie was on
TV, her eyes would be glued to the screen.
She loved American music, clinging to the
lyrics of Michael Jackson and his song
“Speechless” about being lost for words
because of love.

But the 19-year-old student wasn’t
speechless when it came to talking about
America when an Army civil affairs team
met her and other Cameroonians April 24
at the American Corner in Garoua.

About a year and a half ago, Laure be-
gan to visit the cultural center to refine her
English skills and learn about the country
she has always admired. Every week, the
French-speaker practices conversing with
American Soldiers assigned to Task Force
Toccoa, a 101st Airborne Division-led unit
located at a nearby air base.

“From the first day I started coming here,
I have benefited from the programs,” she
said of the center. “It has given me the op-
portunity to learn about the culture they
teach here and, secondly, it helps me over-
come my difficulties in learning English.”

Founded in 2000, the U.S. State Depart-
ment runs more than 300 of these centers
to spread American culture to distant lands
around the world. Inside them, they offer
English lessons, information on studying
abroad and chances to interact with Ameri-
cans.

One such program at the Garoua center
is Discover America, where Soldiers give a
crash course on their hometown or state.

During a recent event, Staff Sgt. Brandon
Collins, a member of the 83rd Civil Affairs
Battalion Team 8321, spoke about his home
state of Ohio. From large cities to farmland,
mountains and tourist attractions, he said,
the state offered so much that the Cameroo-
nians were stunned.

“Most of them were able to point it out
on a map,” the 28-year-old said, “but they
were surprised to see how diverse Ohio
was.”

But when the inquisitive Cameroonians
questioned Collins about Ohio’s govern-
ment leadership, he was stumped. In Cam-
eroon, he said, many people take their
knowledge of local government seriously.

“That’s actually a big thing in Camer-
oon,” he said. “I wasn’t ready for them to
be interested in the actual government as-
pect, so I thought that was pretty cool.”

The American Corner in Garoua also
doubles as an Internet café and library with
an array of reading material, from novels to
U.S. history books written by American au-
thors. A cooler stocked with Coca-Cola and
Sprite also offers a little taste of the U.S.

“It makes them feel [they are] really in
America without traveling,” said Harouna
Ahmadovu, the center’s director.

Ahmadou has worked at the center since
it first opened in 2006. Impressed by the
professionalism of the U.S. Soldiers, he
asked them to be a part of it when they ar-
rived at Garoua in 2015 to support Camer-
oon in its fight against Boko Haram.

“Their presence draws more people in
our American Corner,” Ahmadou said.
“We’re very proud of having them. They’re
always there when we schedule a program
and they’re very engaged during [it].”

The cultural exchanges also benefit the
Soldiers when they visit. “When you share
your culture, we learn from each other,”
Ahmadou said.

The civil affairs team often tries to get
Soldiers to travel to the American Corner
so they can talk with the Cameroonians and
experience their way of life, according to its
team leader, Capt. Daniel Kohlmetz.

“If the task force Soldiers didn’t have that
opportunity to go out and interact with the
civilian population, all they would know
is what the view is from the guard tower
or walking from their tent to the [tactical
operations center],” said Kohlmetz, 44, of
Carol Stream, Illinois.
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Staff Sgt. Brandon Collins, right, a member of the 83rd Civil Affairs Battalion Team 8321, shares a laugh with Leonce Laure, left, and another Cameroonian while at the

American Corner in Garoua, Gameroon, April 24.

Sgt. 1st Class Sean Acosta and Collins, both members of the 83rd Civil Affairs Battalion’s Team 8321, talk with Harouna Ahmadou, director of the

American Corner.

While the center is a State Department
initiative, no U.S. Embassy personnel are
stationed in Garoua. The embassy must rely
on Kohlmetz and his team for assistance.
“The embassy doesn’t come up here as of-
ten as [us],” the captain said. “We live here.
This is our home in Cameroon.”

And the team’s work hasn’t gone un-
noticed by embassy staff in Yaounde, the
country’s capital city.

“They are there every day providing that
friendship, that hand of cooperation and the
Cameroonian people can directly interact
with them,” said Matthew D. Smith, deputy
chief of mission for the U.S. Embassy in
Cameroon.

Soldiers in their late teens and early 20s
who visit the American Corner are also
great at representing America’s goodwill,
he said, since many of them can relate to
the young Cameroonians there.

“We live in a very interconnected world,
and we share aspirations, challenges, and
we share opportunities,” Smith said. “The
fact that these young men and women have
come to Cameroon to engage in these ef-
forts has been of the greatest impact.”

A Cameroonian woman restocks books inside the American Corner.

Bringing People Together Thru Faith
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214'S. Main Street @ Enterprise
347-3467
Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321

Service Times:
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Fellowship Hall..............
Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall...
The Gathering (Yor
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Nursery Care ...
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“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN
Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 * 150 Bethlehem Rd
DOTHANVINEYARD.COM

Grace Baptist Church

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning
LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.
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GHOSIN FEW

nelps veterans dedicate monument to battle

JCS chairman

By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity

QUANTICO, Va. — It’s a measure of
the men who are the “Chosin Few” that
they all stood when the Marine Corps
color guard trooped in with the American
flag.

Now all well into their 80s, as young
Marines and Soldiers they fought in one
of the toughest and most iconic battles in
American history — the Chosin Reservoir
Battle in North Korea in 1950.

There was a row of wheelchairs and
walkers for these men as they gathered
to dedicate the Chosin Few Battle Monu-
ment in the new Medal of Honor Theater
in the National Museum of the Marine
Corps. Yet, when the flag trooped in, they
struggled out of their chairs and steadied
themselves on their walkers in respect to
the flag. Not one remained seated.

‘THE TOUGHEST TERRAIN’

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
spoke of that dedication in his remarks.
Marine Corps Gen. Joe Dunford knows the
story of the battle, as all Marines do. The
1st Marine Division, two battalions of the
Army’s 31st Infantry Regiment and Brit-
ish Royal Marines from 41 (Independent)
Commando were attacking north, chasing
a defeated North Korean Army up to the
Yalu River, when an estimated 120,000
Chinese Communist troops attacked and
surrounded the force around the Chosin
Reservoir.

It was a battle “fought over the tough-
est terrain and under the harshest weather
conditions imaginable,” Dunford said, and
Marines since that time have been living
up to the example the Chosin Few set in
1950.

“It is no exaggeration to say that | am a
United States Marine because of the Ma-
rines who served at Chosin,” Dunford said.
“In all sincerity, any success I have had as
a Marine has been as a result of attempting
to follow in their very large footsteps.

One set of footprints belonged to Jo-
seph F. Dunford Sr., who celebrated his
20th birthday while carrying a Browning
Automatic Rifle with the Baker Bandits of
the 1st Battalion, 5Sth Marines in the ridg-
es over the reservoir Nov. 27, 1950. “He
spent the night in close combat as three
regiments of the Chinese 79th Division at-
tempted to annihilate the 5th and 7th Ma-
rines,” the general said.

AIR FORCE PHOTO

This blown bridge at Funchilin Pass blocked the only way out for U.S. and British forces withdrawing from the Chosin Reservoir in North Korea during the Korean War.
Air Force G-119 Flying Boxcars dropped portable bridge sections to span the chasm in December 1950, allowing men and equipment to reach safety.

Growing up, Dunford’s father never dis-
cussed how he spent his 20th birthday. “He
never spoke of the horrors of close combat
or the frostbite that he and many Marines
suffered on their march to the sea,” he
said. “I was in the Marine Corps for seven
years before we had a serious conversation
about his experiences in the Korean War.”

THE LEGACY OF CHOSIN

Still, even as a youngster, the general
knew what pride his father felt in being a
Marine and a member of the Chosin Few,
and vowed to join the force. “T am still try-
ing to get over the bar that he set many,
many years ago,” Dunford said.

So, his father was his reason for joining
the Marine Corps, but it was another Cho-
sin veteran that was responsible for him
making the Corps a career.

Dunford served as the aide to Marine
Corps Lt. Gen. Stephen Olmstead on
Okinawa, Japan, in the early 1980s. Ol-
mstead was a private first class rifleman
at Chosin in G Company, 3rd Battalion,

A

Marine Corps Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr., chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, served as the guest speaker for
Chosin Few Memorial Dedication Ceremony at the National Museum of the Marine Corps May 4.

i
PHOTO BY JIM GARAMONE

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Marine Corps Gen. Joe Dunford speaks to South Korean media
hefore the dedication of the Chosin Few Battle Monument.

ALWAYS SUPPORT YOUR
FELLOW SOLDIER.

REMEMBER AGE - ASK, CARE
AND ESCORT.

st Marines. “I would say that to a young
lieutenant, there was something very dif-
ferent about General Olmstead — his char-
acter, his sense of calm, a father’s concern
for his Marines, a focus on assuring they
were well-trained, well-led and ready for
combat. He knew what they might have to
experience.”

Olmstead’s example was a powerful
one for young Lieutenant Dunford, and he
started to think about making the Marine
Corps a career. “I wanted to serve long
enough to be a leader with the compe-
tence, compassion and influence of Gen-
eral Olmstead,” he said.

The Chosin Few have this effect on the
Marine Corps as a whole, Dunford said.

Thomas F, Student
Psychology. Family Ma_q)fe{eran.

WARRIORS TH
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Their real legacy is an example of valor,
self-sacrifice and camaraderie that units
hand down as part of their DNA.

The battle was a costly one, with U.S.
forces suffering more than 12,000 casual-
ties — including more than 3,000 killed in
action. The nation awarded 17 Medals of
Honor, 64 Navy Crosses and 14 Distin-
guished Service Crosses to Marines and
Soldiers for heroism in that battle. The
British 41 Commando received the same
Presidential Unit Citation as the Marines
of the 1st Marine Division.

Young Marines all learn about the battle,
from recruits in boot camp to those striv-
ing to be officers at Quantico.

Now they have a monument to visit.

IVE

Earn your degree online with TROY, a distinguished state university.
With a proud history of helping students achieve their career goals,
TROY was one of the first universities to offer online learning. Whether
you're learning online, in class or a blend of both, Troy University

gives you the education, flexibility and personal attention you need to
succeed. Do what you love, and be great at it. That's the Trojan Warrior
Spirit, and it's alive and well at Troy University.
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ONLINE

Feel it at online.troy.edu or call 1-800-586-9771.
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ARMY LEADERS:

Diversity more than black, white

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — What is diversity? It’s more than a
matter of race or gender, say Army leaders.

“Diversity isn’t about looks, it’s about perspective,”
said Brig. Gen. Lapthe Flora. “It’s a different mindset,
different thinking, different thought processes.”

Flora, originally born in Vietnam, came to the United
States in 1980 as a refugee from that country. He served
as keynote speaker at an Army Diversity Reception May
3 on Capitol Hill.

For the Army, increasing diversity among the uni-
formed and civilian workforce means making military
service appeal to a wide array of Americans from a vari-
ety of faith groups, ethnicities, backgrounds, upbringings
and geographic locations. The goal is to create a system
that maximizes individual talent, increases morale and
enhances military effectiveness.

Today, 37 years after he arrived in the United States,
Flora serves as the assistant adjutant general for strategic
initiatives with the Virginia National Guard.

“However you were raised in your family defines who
you are,” Flora said. “And whoever you are, you have a
different thought process and a different perspective. That
to me is diversity, and that kind of gives you a richness.
You need to harness those different ideas. It definitely
makes the Army better and stronger.”

Flora is an Army infantry officer who originally fled the
cities in Vietnam after the fall of Saigon in 1975. He and
his brothers lived for more than three years in the jungles
there, he said, to avoid the North Vietnamese military.

“My unyielding resolve to stay alive motivated me to
endure three and half years of harsh jungle life in Viet-
nam, where there was no electricity, no running water,
where we grew and hunted our own food and built our
own thatch hut,” he said.

Later, he made the bold choice to flee Vietnam. He
spent five days on a fishing boat without food or water,
he said, traversing the South China Sea, before he finally
landed in Indonesia. Going into the trip, he said, he knew
he had poor odds for survival. “I beat those odds and lived
to tell the tale.”

In May 1979, he found himself in a refugee camp in In-
donesia, where he was able to plead his case for a chance
to live in the United States.

“As a result of your generosity, | was blessed with the
privilege to migrate to the United States, a year later, ar-
riving April of 1980,” Flora said. “Today I stand before
you as a humble servant who owes a great debt of grati-
tude to America, a debt which I can never fully repay,
especially to our Vietnam veterans. I am humbled when
recalling who I once was, while beaming with pride and
gratitude at who I have become: a proud citizen-Soldier
of this great nation.”

Sen. Tammy Duckworth, who represents the state of
Illinois and who is herself a decorated Army veteran, a
wounded warrior and a UH-60 Black Hawk pilot, said the
world is in conflict now and the Army needs the strength
that diversity provides to continue to protect the nation.

“We are at uncertain times on a global scale right now,
at a time when American leadership is ever more impor-
tant than it has ever been throughout our nation’s history,
probably since World War I1,” she said.

(LS. ASAIY CONEAT BEADINESS SAFETY CENTER
1.5, ARMY

ARMY STRONG:

https://safety.army.mil
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Sen. Tammy Duckworth, of Illinois, spoke during an Army Diversity Reception May 3 on Capitol Hill.

When the Army goes overseas, Duckworth said, the di-
versity that it brings with it in its formations has an impact
on those who witness it, and even on the Army’s ability
to operate.

“Diversity is so ... critical to who we are and how we
can function as a nation but also to the readiness and our
ability to project our forces overseas,” she said.

Duckworth cited the Illinois National Guard’s Partner-
ship for Peace program with the nation of Poland as an
example. She said when the Illinois Guard goes to Poland,
they bring with them native Polish speakers to facilitate
the mission. Likewise, she said, when Soldiers deploy
from Hawaii to go to the Philippines, they bring with
them native speakers of Tagalog.

“This is why we are so effective on a global stage,”
she said. “The fact we can have a Sikh officer show up

DOTHAN
334-792-SKIN (7546)

www.ritualsdothan.com

wearing his turban and represent the greatest military the
world has ever seen, and for the rest of the world to say
‘that’s America’ is really important. The importance of
diversity to our nation’s strength, on an ongoing basis,
cannot be underemphasized. And the fact that we have a
former refugee who is now a general in the U.S. military
says something about who we are as a nation.”

Now is not the time, Duckworth said, to limit who can
join the U.S. Army. Instead, it’s a time to bring more kinds
of people into the Army to serve.

“To limit who can serve in the military, to limit who we
are as a nation, will limit our strength,” she said. “I want
us to continue to lead the free world the way we have and
to lead into the next century. The way we do that is to
emphasize what makes this nation great: our values, and
our values is why we are diverse.”
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Market Location:

525 N. Main Street ¢ Enterprise
(Corner of N. Main Street & Hwy 134 West)
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Men & Women!

$5.00
RX Plan
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medications! /

Enterprise’s
2nd Location Now Open!
(7 Days a Week)
6580 Boll Weevil Circle

PHARMACY

Brett Bryan ® PHARMACIST

Elba

@ AL Hwy 203
897-5222

804 Glover ﬂ 6580 Boll Weevil Cir
347-5111 417-4111

Tarmers
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Birgit Briggs ® 334-348-2668
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* Prize Give-A-Way

* Inflatable for the Children

July 1, 2017 at 8:00AM
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» Seed Spitting Contest :
»Watermelon Eating Contest

Cash Prizes Sponsored by Alabama AG Credit!

&

connect with your community

KICK-OFFY
MAY 20, 2017 at 8:00AM

» Cooking Demo by Chef Bill Schleusner/Rawls Hotel

Come & support our farmers, taste real ﬂavors,.enjofy the season,
discover the “Spice o

Direct from Farm to Table g
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4 June 3 | 8am
Fort Benning, GA

4 Register today at Active.com or

{Onsite: $55/individual or $85/team)
The first 100 participants who ragister wil

@ Lori.m.smith38.naf@mail.mil

ON

By Bridgett Siter

Recreation, Fort Benning, Georgia

Directorate of Family & Morale, Welfare and

Fort Benning hosts
Reverse Sprint Triathlon

Participants will meet in the Benning Brew
Pub parking lot off Sightseeing Road on Main
Post.

at Smith Fitness Center

beginning April 1. Bennlng June 3.

REGISTRATION FEE:
$45/individual or $75/team

older.

required to compete as a team.

The Reverse Sprint Triathlon returns to Fort
The event includes a 5K run, a 20K bike and
a 550M swim. Divisions are age 12 and under,

13-17, 18-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, and 60 and

Two to three participants, male or female, are

The race starts at 8 a.m. Registration is $45 per
individual or $75 per team and increases to $65
per individual and $95 per team on race day.

Register today at Active.com or at Smith Fit-
ness Center. The first 100 participants to regis-
ter will receive a free commemorative triathlon
t-shirt.

For more information, email Lori.m.smith38.
naf@mail.mil.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80
has regular meetings the second Monday of the
month, starting at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall.
For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 hosts
a dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-
11:30 p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or
visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings
are at the post headquarters on State Road 84 every
third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. Breakfast is
served Sundays, and games and TVs are available for
entertainment. Meetings are open to all. The post can
host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells. For
more information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-6211
or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of Commerce
meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon
at the Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville
Cultural and Convention Center. For more information,
call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

ONGOING — American Legion Auxiliary Unit 12
hosts a pancake breakfast the third Saturday of each
month. Pancakes will be served from 7-10:30 a.m. for
$6 for the general public, $5 for military members and
veterans and free to children 8 and under. Proceeds go
toward helping veterans, military members and their
families. The post is located at the intersection of S.
Park Street and Hwy. 605 (Brannon Stand Road). For
more information, call 334-400-5345.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 12 holds
monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are held at the post’s
facility at 3087 Hwy. 605, which is Brannon Stand
Road at the intersection of Park Avenue. For more
information, call 400-5356.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3073
Wiregrass Post membership meetings are at the post
headquarters at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday
of the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every
Friday night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning
at 6 p.m. Breakfast is served Sundays from 8-1la.m.
The post can host parties, weddings, and hails and
farewells.

ENTERPRISE

MAY 15 AND 22 — Beginning swing dance lessons
will be offered at the Hildreth Building at 202 N.

Main St. Classes will be from 6:30-7:30 p.m. The cost
is $3 per person per evening. For more information,
call 334-393-4811.

ONGOING — Classes in the Taoist Tai Chi
Society™ Internal Arts and Methods are currently
held at the YMCA Fitness Center and the Episcopal
Church of the Epiphany Parish Hall. At the Y, classes
are offered Thursdays at 1 p.m. and Saturdays at 10
a.m. At the church, classes are offered Mondays at 9
a.m. and Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. People interested in
joining a class are welcome to join at any time. Tai Chi
is an ancient Chinese exercise that promotes health
and relaxation. It is suitable for all ages and physical
conditions. Comfortable, loose clothing and flat-soled
shoes are recommended attire for these classes. All
classes are taught by accredited volunteer instructors.
For more information, call 334-588-0512. For more
information about Taoist Tai Chi, visit http://www.
taoist.org/usa/locations/montgomery/.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 73 meets
at the American Legion building at 200 Gibson Street
on the fourth Saturday of each month beginning at 9
a.m. The building is across the street from the Lee
Street Baptist Church. For more information call 447-
8507.

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County Relay for Life
meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the
Citizens Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited to town hall
meetings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30
p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11
a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains
a service office in the New Brockton Police Station at
706 McKinnon Street. The office will assist veterans
who were injured or disabled while in military service.
DAV service officers help veterans and their spouses
with disability compensation claims, Veterans Affairs
pensions, death benefits, VA medical care, Social
Security disability benefits, veterans job programs,
homeless veterans services and other veteran services.
All veteran services are provided free of charge. For
more information, call 334-406-6700.

ONGOING — Adult education classes are offered
in Rm. 12 at New Brockton High School, 210 South
Tyler St., Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All
classes are free for individuals 16 years old or older
who are not enrolled in public school. Individuals
must take an assessment test prior to attending class.
Call 894-2350 for more information.

0ZARK

ONGOING — The Ann Rudd Art Center offers
free art lessons for children ages 5 and older.

The young student class is Saturdays from 10 a.m.
to noon, and the adult-teen class is from 12:30-3 p.m.
Slots are on a first come, first served basis. For more
information, call 774-7922.

ONGOING — The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly
meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at
6 p.m. at the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more
information, call 477-6221 or email wcholmes53@
hotmail.com.

ONGOING — Every Wednesday, the Ozark-Dale
County Public Library hosts free Wii Zumba from
5:30-6:30 p.m. Teens and adults are invited. For more
information, call 774-5480.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to the Cross
Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the
Pinckard United Methodist Church.

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City Council meets
monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at
the Samson Community Center.

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 meets
monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m.

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust Company
sponsors senior dance nights every Saturday night
from 7-10 p.m. at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex.
The complex is transformed into a dance hall and
features music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with finger
foods and refreshments.

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-
8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

MAY 18 — The Masterworks Choir of Enterprise
will perform songs from France, French composers
and selections from “Les Miserables,” at 7 p.m. at
the Just Folk Coffee Shop in Elba. In addition to the
community choir singing, several soloists and a local
youth choir will perform. The concert will be free and
open to the public, but donations will be welcome.

ONGOING — A German coffee takes place the last
Thursday of every month except November at 10 a.m.
at The Landing on Fort Rucker. The group has been
meeting for more than 40 years.

Beyond

Car, truck show

Montgomery will host an antique and
classic car and truck show at the Union Sta-
tion Train Shed May 20 from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Registration for entering cars will run
from 10 a.m. to noon and the entry fee will
be $20. Prizes will be awarded to the Top
25 vehicles and also a best of show award
will be given. For more information, visit
www.funinmontgomery.com/announce-
ments/antique-car-show.

Thunder on the Bay

The 6th Alabama Cavalry, the Alabama
Division of Re-enactors will host Thunder
on the Bay, a living history re-enactment
of the Battle of Mobile Bay, May 20-21
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Dauphin Island.
The well-preserved ramparts of Fort Gaines
have guarded the entrance to Mobile Bay
for more than 150 years, according to orga-
nizers. Now a historic site, the fort stands at
the eastern tip of Dauphin Island where it
commands panoramic views of the bay and
the Gulf of Mexico. The event highlights
Fort Gaines’ integral role in the Battle of
Mobile Bay.

For more information, visit http://dau-
phinisland.org/.

Lake Fest, boat show

Alabama’s largest in-water boat show
and festival is scheduled for May 19-20
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. at Cropwell. Admis-
sion is free. Attendees can test drive boats,
enjoy live music and a fireworks show (Fri-
day at 8 p.m.) and partake of the wares of
food and lake lifestyle vendors, according
to organizers.

For more information, visit http:/www.
loganmartinlakefest.com/.

‘Sherlock Holmes’

Montgomery’s Alabama Shakespeare
Festival will present a new adaptation of
the “Sherlock Holmes” story by Geoffrey
Sherman now through May 13. It is billed
by organizers as a gripping tale of the
world’s most famous detective that features
amazing twists and turns, accompanied by
a healthy dose of comedy. The production
is recommended for ages 9 and up. For
show times and tickets, visit http://tickets.
asf.net/single/PSDetail.aspx?psn=11300.
Ticket prices vary based on play, date and
availability of seating.

For more information, call 334-271-5353
or visit asf.net/project/sherlock-holmes/.

Harriott I1: Mother’s Day Brunch
Cruise
Montgomery Parks and Recreation’s

Harriott II riverboat will host a Mother’s
Day cruise May 14 from 12:15-2:45 p.m.
The cost is $46 for adults, and includes the
cruise, live entertainment and brunch.

For more information or to purchase
tickets, call 334-625-2100 or visit http:/
www.funinmontgomery.com/parks-items/
harriott-ii-riverboat.

Jacksonian Guard Colors Ceremony

People are welcome to celebrate Florida
becoming a U.S. territory in Pensacola,
where the original ceremony took place on
July 17, 1821. The Jacksonian Guard is a
Pensacola re-enactment group of Jackso-
nian era and Spanish soldiers, fifers and
drummers who perform a colors ceremony
the third Saturday of each month at noon
in Plaza Ferdinand on Palafox Street down-
town.

For more information, visit https://down-
townpensacola.com/businesses/jacksonian-

guard.

River Jam Music Festival

Montgomery will host its free River Jam
Music Festival May 12-13 presented by
Wind Creek Montgomery and the Alabama
Roots Music Society. May 12 at 6 p.m. at
the Union Station Train Shed performers
will be The 69 Band, Wyatt Edmundson
and The John Bull Band. May 13 at 4:30

p.m. at the Riverfront Amphitheater per-
formers will be Kirk J, Leah Seawright
with March Hearnson, Mingo Fishtrap and
Anders Osborne.

For more information, call 334-625-2100
or visit www.funinmontgomery.com/an-
nouncements/river-jam.

Montgomery Biscuits baseball

The Montgomery Biscuits are a Double
A affiliate of the Tampa Bay Rays and play
in Riverwalk Stadium in downtown Mont-
gomery. Various specials and promotions
are offered throughout the season. For more
information, visit http://www.biscuitsbase-
ball.com.

Date Night Movie on the Green

A date night movie will be played on the
big blow up screen at Montgomery’s Riv-
erfront Park starting at dark on the first Fri-
day in June. People are welcome to bring
chairs or blankets for seating. Food vendors
will be available, or people may bring their
own food. People must be at least 18 years
or older. Pets are welcome. Tickets are $5
per person and must be purchased online or
at the gate. The movie for June 2 is “Dirty
Dancing.”

For more information, call 334-625-2100
or visit funinmontgomery.com/announce-
ments/movies-on-the-green.
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A Mongolian Armed Forces Central Military Band member performs May 1 during a dinner marking the

opening day of Gobi Wolf 2017,

Gobi Wolf 2017
Kicks off in
Mongolia

By Sgt. David Bedard
U.S. Army Pacific Public Affairs

DALANZADGAD, Mongolia — Exercise
Gobi Wolf 2017 began May 1 with an open-
ing ceremony, academic training, a United
Nations Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs webinar and a reception
dinner in Dalanzadgad.

GW 17 is a five-day disaster response ex-
ercise and exchange between the government
of Mongolia and U.S. Army Pacific focused
on interagency coordination.

The Mongolia National Emergency Man-
agement Agency hosts the exercise with sup-
port from the Mongolian Armed Forces.

Ambassador Jennifer Zimdahl Galt, U.S.
Ambassador to Mongolia, said the exercise
marks 30 years of cooperation between the
U.S. and Mongolia, and she expressed her
confidence in NEMA'’s ability to excel dur-
ing the exercise.

“NEMA is a partner that exceeds expecta-
tions at every turn,” Galt said. “I look for-
ward to hearing, as the exercise goes on this
week, of the extraordinary performance of
our NEMA colleagues.”

The exercise scenario centers around a
simulated magnitude 7.5 earthquake in Um-
nugovi (South Gobi) province along the bor-
der with China.

“The scenario and actions that follow will
test disaster-management plans including
earthquake preparedness plans at the na-
tional and local levels, and coordination of
civil-military cooperation, and strengthen
reception of international humanitarian as-
sistance,” said NEMA Brig. Gen. Badral Tu-
vshin, chief of NEMA.

GW 17 activities also include a table-top
exercise focusing on functional-area exper-
tise in an office environment, a field-training
exercise at several locations around Dalan-
zadgad, and an after-action review to capture
lessons learned during the exercise.

GW was originally hosted from 2009 to

2012 and was reinstituted in 2015 as part
of USARPAC’s Pacific Resilience series of
humanitarian assistance/disaster relief exer-
cises.

Pacific Resilience tests host nation de-
fense support to civil authorities during di-
saster situations, the integration of foreign
humanitarian assistance and the strategic
communication required to implement
emergency-management plans.

“We do this to facilitate cooperation and
coordination [and] build relationships be-
tween host nations and other regional re-
sponding agencies — not just military but
also governmental,” said Maj. Edwin Mor-
ton, GW 17 exercise director and lead U.S.
planner. “There are international compo-
nents of this that we’re exercising. We’re
not just building relationships. We’re also
working out the cooperation and coordina-
tion mechanisms that we need to effectively
respond to a disaster where there’s been a
request for international assistance.”

Gobi Wolf 2016 invited participation of
multinational partners beyond Mongolia and
the United States, and this year’s exercise
continues the practice. Other countries who
sent delegates include Bangladesh, Canada,
Hungary, Japan, Nepal, New Zealand and
the Republic of Korea.

In a departure from past exercises, this
year’s Gobi Wolf moves away entirely from
Mongolia’s capital city of Ulaanbaatar.
Morton said the change allows for a more
realistic and challenging scenario owing to
austere conditions and the added logistical
demands of distance.

U.S. military participating in the exercise
include active duty Army, Air Force, Army
Reserve, Alaska Army National Guard and
Alaska Air National Guard service mem-
bers from across the Pacific Command. U.S.
Agency for International Development, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and numer-
ous U.S. non-governmental agencies also
sent delegates.

Mongolia National Emergency Management Agency Bng Gen. Badral Tuvshin (right) greets Maj. Edwin
Morton, Gobi Wolf 2017 exercise director and lead U.S. planner May 1.
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All new merchandise special purchase on Whirlpool, Frigidaire
Appliances some new in carton, some scratch & dent, some one & two of a kind.

MCTHER'SD AY
VWEEKEND:
CLEARANCE

}

=

w

S

S

3%

N

“Your Family Owned & Operated /

Store For Over 50 Years”
2821 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE, S.W.,
DOTHAN, AL « (334) 793-3045

REFRIGERATOR/
FREEZER

18.0 CU. FT. No Frost, 2 Door,
Ice Maker Ready.
New In Carton Was $549

SALE $4 ] 9

FRIGIDAIRE 14 CU. FT.
UPRIGHT FREEZER

Compare $399.

w>385

o

DAYS!

Thurs., Fri-, Sat:, & Mon.
May 1i1ith; 12th; 13th

and 15th

Open Daily' 9 am to 6 pm
(Closed Sunday)

Recliners
Sale Priced

DINETTE
TABLE

With Four Chairs,
Compare at $399

SALE

$149°5

LIMITED

QUANTITIES
Some One & Two Of A
Kind Floor Models
New In Carton, Close
Outs, Scratches, Dents
& Used.

MATTRESS
SALE

Ea. Pc. $55.95
Ea. Pc. %64.95
Queen......Ea. Pc. $74.95
King......... Ea. Pc. %99.95

ASSOCIATED
VOLUME

Full

AMANA
DISHWASHER

New in Carton,
Compare at $349

NEW 2 PIECE
LIVINGROOM SUITE

¥ | Sofa & Loveseat. Choice of Styles &
Patterns. Compare at $1198

SALE 39895

A 4PC.BEDROOM

FRIGIDAIRE Gl

REFRIGERATOR/
FREEZER

26 Cu. Ft., Side By Side,
cubed & crushed ice thru door.
New in Carton, Was $1099.

saLe 788

FRIGIDAIRE 15.0 CU. FT.

Dresser, Headboard, Mirror,
Chest Was $499

" oae $999%

WHIRLPOOL
WASHER

2 Speed, 5 Cycle, Top Load

CHEST FREEZER 3 Load Size, 3 Temp.
COMPARE $498 Compare $345.
SALE °329
Brand Source
AVB Member AVE.

Associated Volume Buyers
Guaranteed Lower Prices Thru Volume Buying One Of The
Nation’s Largest Buying Groups

Brand Source

Member

Heavy Duty,

AVE AVE: Commercial Design.

All merchandise
similar to illustration.

FRIGIDAIRE ELECTRIC
RANGE

2 Large Burners, 2 Small Burners,
30 Inch Electric, New in Carton. Compare $498
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(ING'S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. « Dothan, Alabama

(Across From Eye Center South)
LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES & FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

Your Famiry OWNED & OPERATED STORE FOR OVER 50 YEARS

SAME DAY DELIVERY ® NATIONWIDE SERVICE
Limited Quantities ® Some One and Two of a Kind e Pictures Similar To Illustration
Floor Models ® Demo’s  Scratch & Dent © Slightly Used

334-793-3045 -

eoee| AY-A-\\VAY ecece

ow Price Policy

Bring us the best price you can
find for any merchandise we
carry — if we don’t beat it, we’ll
give you the item FREE!

Easy Payment Plans
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FORT RUCKER RELIGIOUS SERVIGES

WORSHIP SERVIGES BIBLE STUDIES Precepts Bible Study
Except as noted, all services are on Sunday. TUESDAYS Soldier Service Center, 12 p.m.
Crossroads Discipleship Study
Headquarters Chapel, Bldg. 109 (Meal/Bible Study) Wings Chapel, Kingdom Kidz & Youth Group
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant Service. 6:30 p.m. Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 5:30 p.m.
Main Post Chapel, Bldg. 8940 Protestant Women of the Chapel Adult Bible Study
8:30 a.m. Catholic Confessions Wings Chape, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. Spiritual Life Center, 6 p.m.
9 a.m. Catholic Mass Adult Bible Study
11 a.m. Collective Protestant Spiritual Life Center, 7 p.m. THURSDAYS
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday-Friday) WOCC Bible Study (1st/3rd
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions (Saturday) WEDNESDAYS Thursday) Swartworth Hall,
5 p.m. Catholic Mass (Saturday) Catholic Women of the Chapel Bldg. 5302, 11:30 a.m.
Spiritual Life Center, 9 a.m.
Wings Chapel, Bldg. 6036 Praise and Worship Meal/
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School Above the Best Bible Study Bible Study
10:45 a.m. Latter-Day Saints Yano Hall, 11 a.m. Wings Chapel,
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads 5:30 p.m.
(Contemporary Worship Protestant Service) 1-14th Avn Regt Bible Study
11 p.m. Eckankar Study (4th Sunday) Hanchey AAF, Bldg. 50102N, SATURDAYS
Rm. 101 11:30 a.m. Protestant Men of the Chapel
Spiritual Life Center, Bldg. 8939 (1st Saturday)
10:15 a.m. CCD (except during 164th TAOG Bible Study Larry’s Restaurant, Daleville,
summer months) Bldg. 30501, 11:30 a.m. 8a.m.

ONE DAY ONLY!!

THURSDAY, MAY 11TH
9AM - 8PM * OPEN LATE!

MQD@¥ Event
STOREWIDE

m@u%lSCOUNT

L[N JHORIDOEUVRES)
Startinglatyg ¥ =
Highlands )
Antigue Mall Jeen

U.S. Hwy 84 West ® Dothan, AL ® 334-692-5752 ol gt
‘ Jason Keen (3 6 * 1-800-239-8906

Retired Sot. 1% Class

s INCLUDES: $500 2017 Ram 1500 Hemi Retail Bonus Cash, $500 Snuthést Chrysler Capital 2017 Bonus Cash,
. $2750 Southeast BC Retail Consumer Cash, $1000 Southeast 2017 Retail Bonus Cash, $1000

m‘ " Southeast 2017 Bonus Cash & $500 Military Discount. Some restrictions apply, see Dealer for details.

CHRYSLER * DODGE * JEEP * RAM

Tremendous Price, Outstanding Value
Enjoy over 250 items for the best value in town!
You’'ll truly get what you pay for at Chow King.

BUFFET OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
10:30 am - 9:30 pm

FRIDAY - SATURDAY
10:30 am - 10:00 pm

DINNER: Mon - Sun $10.99
DRINKS $1.79 « HOT TEA  95¢

3112 Ross CI

Across from Planet Fitness * Next to Dove Christian

«CRLE VES 334-446-1218 » www.chowkingal.com

12,300 SQ. FT. FULLY REMODELED RESTAURANT
SEATING FOR 450 - RESERVATIONS WELCOME
PARTY ROOM SEATING FOR UP TO 120 PEOPLE
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WORTH A SHOT
Measles vaccinations
recommended for 6-12 month olds
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ON THE DIAMOND

Spartans squash Mighty Melonheads, 19-6

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

The 2017 Fort Rucker In-
tramural Softball Season is in
full swing and teams aren’t just
playing around when it comes
to working toward the champi-
onship title.

The 1st Battalion, 223rd Avia-
tion Regiment Spartans took on
the Mighty Melonheads, a team
made up of Soldiers from mul-
tiple units, at the Fort Rucker
softball fields Tuesday, but it
would be the Spartans who
would dominate to take the win,
19-6, in a game that didn’t fea-
ture the Melonheads starting off
on the right foot.

“I thought we played well,”
said CW2 Nathaniel Strand,
coach for the Spartans. “Every-
body was out there hustling, and
we all worked together, stayed
positive and got the win. We just
had that Spartan morale.”

The Spartans took to the plate
first and it was easy going for
the 1-223rd as the Melonheads’
pitcher had a tough time getting
into the game with two walks to
start, making room for a two-
base hit to bring in the Spartans’
first run early on.

They followed up with an-
other base hit to bring in their
second run, and although a pop
up to center field gave them
their first out, a string of walks
by the Melonheads’ pitcher kept
a steady stream of runners on
base for the 1-223rd.

With the combination of
walks and base hits, the Spar-
tans continued to bring in run
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Capt. John Dexter, Mighty Melonheads first baseman, tags Pvt. 1st Class Jason Rahe, Spartans player, out at first base during a game

at the Fort Rucker softhall fields Tuesday.

after run as they managed to
keep the ball on the ground and
out of the hands of their oppo-
nents, gaining them a 10-point
lead with their first at bat before
a string of pop flies ended their
streak.

Down by 10 runs on their first
at bat, the Melonheads had their
work cut out for them, but they
didn’t have much luck with their
first two batters who were out
with a play at first and a pop up
to center field.

They managed to get a base
hit to get a runner on base, but
things weren’t looking good
with two outs. Despite being

down, the Melonheads weren’t
giving up, and managed a triple
to bring in their first run and
get on the scoreboard, but that
would be the extent of their ad-
vance for the inning.

The 1-223rd came back to
the plate with a base hit to start,
but the Melonheads halted their
advance with a play at second,
immediately followed by a dou-
ble play and second and first,
quickly sending the Spartans
back into the outfield scoreless
for the inning.

This gave the Melonheads’ a
chance to turn the game around,
and they managed to get runners

on base. They kept the ball on
the ground for base hits to bring
a runner in and load the bases
with 2 outs, but once again they
couldn’t keep their momentum
going and were sent back into
the outfield, behind 10-2.

The Spartans once again took
to the plate going into the third
determined to extend their lead,
but they couldn’t match their
first inning success and quickly
accumulated three outs as their
opponent stepped up its de-
fense.

Slowly but surely, the Melon-
heads seemed to be making up
ground, and although they got

two outs with their first two bat-
ters of the inning, they managed
a double and a shot to left field
to bring in another run before a
pop fly ended their time at the
plate, down 10-3.

The 1-223rd still held a
comfortable lead going into
the fourth, but weren’t off to a
good start with two outs early
on, but they managed to break
their scoreless streak and bring
in a run to extend their lead, 11-
3, before heading back into the
field.

With the pressure mounting,
Melonheads needed to step up
their game and average better
than a run per inning, but the
Spartans had other plans and
tightened their defense, end-
ing the Melonheads’ time at the
plate with their first scoreless
inning in three innings.

The Spartans continued to
outpace their opponents, and
although the Melonheads man-
aged to slowly close the scoring
gap, coming within six runs of
their opponents at the bottom of
the fifth, 12-6, the 1-223rd came
back in the sixth to show they
weren’t playing around.

The Spartans took to the final
inning with base hit after base
hit, bringing in multiple runs
before loading the bases that set
them up for an in-the-park grand
slam, bringing in four runs and
solidifying their lead to 19-6.

Time wasn’t on the Melon-
heads’ side as the game clock
had less than 1 minute when
they took to the plate, and the
game ended with the Spartans
on top.

Service experts discuss progress
in recognizing, treating PTSD, TBI

By Cheryl Pellerin
Defense Media Activity

WASHINGTON - Heads of mili-
tary centers and programs targeting
post-traumatic stress disorder and
traumatic brain injury in service
members and their families reported
progress April 28 in the timely rec-
ognition and treatment of these and
related health conditions.

Testifying before the House Armed
Services Committee’s military per-
sonnel subcommittee on Defense De-
partment clinical research and pro-
gram assessment for PTSD and TBI
were Navy Capt. (Dr.) Mike Colston,
director of the Defense Centers of
Excellence for Psychological Health
and Traumatic Brain Injury, and Air
Force Col. (Dr.) Steven Pflanz, dep-
uty director of psychological health
for the Air Force.

Joining them on the panel were
Army Lt. Col. (Dr.) Chris Ivany, chief
of behavioral health in the Army Of-
fice of the Surgeon General, and
Navy Capt. (Dr.) Thomas Johnson,
site director for the Navy Intrepid
Spirit Concussion Recovery Center
at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

EMPHASIS ON PREVENTION

Colston began the testimony by
noting that last year about a quarter
of service members were seen for
PTSD, TBI or a mental health con-
dition.

“We made PTSD and TBI leader-
ship issues with an emphasis on pre-
vention,” he said, describing recent
progress.

PTSD incidents decreased from
17,000 to 14,000 from 2012 to 2015,
and TBI incidents decreased from
31,000 to 23,000 over the period, he
said. The center expanded access to
care by tripling its mental health in-
frastructure since 2001, and a recent
Rand study found that DOD outper-
forms civilian health systems in out-
patient follow-up after psychiatric
inpatient care for PTSD or depres-
sion, Colston told the panel.

“One of our largest tasks is bet-

PHOTO BY J.M. EDDINS JR.

A traumatic brain injury patient walks through a virtual reality scenario at the Computer
Assisted Rehabilitation Environment Laboratory at National Intrepid Center of Excellence
at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., March 20, 2017.

ter understanding why PTSD and
TBI often present with depression,
chronic pain, substance use disorders
and suicide risk,” he said, noting that
longitudinal research efforts such as
a 15-year study on TBI aid under-
standing and provide a framework
for creating effective rehabilitation
and support programs.

“We’ve evaluated over 150 mental
health, TBI, substance use and sui-
cide-prevention programs over the
past five years, [and] this program
evaluation has been invaluable,”
Colston said.

“Publication of this five-year
study will be completed later this fis-
cal year and will help us ... [ensure]
our funding is tied to programs that
work, such as the U.S. Army’s em-
bedded behavioral health program
and its associated health data portal,”
he added.

In 2015, there were more 52,000
overdose deaths in America. Opiate
overdose deaths went up to 10.4 per
100,000 in 2015. The DOD rate was
2.7 for 100,000, about one-fourth of
that. This was accomplished because
leaders were focused on service
members’ well-being and a focused
outcome-based effort on prevention
— primary prevention, selective pre-
vention and indicative prevention,

drug testing, provider training, phar-
macy protections and medication
therapies, Colston told the panel.

“We hope to generalize some of
the successes we’ve seen in PTSD
and TBI incidents and opioid over-
dose deaths in other areas such as
suicide prevention and alcohol use
disorders,” he said.

ESSENTIAL TO READINESS

In his remarks to the panel, Ivany
said health care is essential to readi-
ness, which is the Army’s first prior-
ity. No area has faced as many chal-
lenges, made as many changes and
achieved as many advances as Army
behavioral health care.

“Early in the wars in Irag and Af-
ghanistan, the Army realized that the
size and the organization of our be-
havioral health force was insufficient
to meet the needs of our beneficia-
ries,” Ivany said. Officials greatly in-
creased resources and expanded the
number of clinical programs.

Senior Army medical leaders also
made a pivotal decision to central-
ize the oversight and direction of all
clinical programs and built a small
team of professionals in the surgeon
general’s office to do so, he said. The

SEE PROGRESS, PAGE D3

ARM YOUR EARS.

GUARD AGAINST PERMANENT DISABILITY AND SAFEGUARD SOUNDS YOU CHERISH,

WEAR HEARING PROTECTION

HEARING INJURY

Service members at greater
risk than general public

By Wesley P. Elliott
Army Medicine Public Affairs

ARMY GRAPHIC

WASHINGTON - According to the National Insti-
tutes of Health, about 36 million American adults re-
port hearing loss, and between 6-8 million people have
some form of language impairment.

Service members and veterans are at a greater risk of
hearing injury than the general public, and the Veterans
Benefits Administration reports that tinnitus and hear-
ing loss are the two top service-connected disabilities
for U.S. military veterans, and tinnitus is the most com-
mon service-related disability among recent veterans.

May is National Better Speech and Hearing Month,
and a time to recognize the effect of hearing loss and
speech disorders on individual wellness.

During the month, Army Medicine is taking steps to
increase awareness about hearing and communication
disorders, including prevention, diagnoses and state-
of-the-art treatment.

The military first introduced audiology care as it re-
sulted from the need to rehabilitate troops with hearing
loss who returned from World War | and WWII.

SEE HEARING, PAGE D3
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WORTH A SHOT

Measles vaccinations recommended for 6-12 month olds

Regional Health Command Europe
Public Affairs Staff Report

SEMBACH KASERNE, Germany —
Regional Health Command Europe offi-
cials are recommending that 6-12-month-
old children should be immunized with the
measles, mumps and rubella vaccine as a
result of an ongoing measles outbreak in
several European countries.

This dose is in addition to the two doses
children normally receive, starting after
their first birthday.

The vaccine will now be a part of the
routine 6-month-old visit with their pedia-
trician, and is encouraged for all children
aged 6-12 months, especially those in day
care.

Measles is an extremely contagious
virus, with essentially 100 percent of ex-
posed susceptible individuals becoming
infected. The virus can linger in the air of
a room or transportation vehicle for up to
two hours, according to Col. (Dr.) Rodney
Coldren, the chief of Epidemiology and
Disease Surveillance for Public Health
Command Europe.

“However, the MMR vaccine is a very

safe and effective means to prevent this
disease,” said Coldren. “The vast major-
ity of Americans are already immunized
against measles, having received at least
two doses of the MMR (Measles, Mumps,
and Rubella) vaccine in early childhood.”

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control
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and Prevention issued a travel alert for
Belgium, Italy and Germany April 17, rec-
ommending that all travelers in that age
group receive the vaccine. This dose does
not replace either of the two doses required
after 12 months of age for long-term im-
munity.

Adults and children not vaccinated for
measles could be at risk for contracting
the illness due to the outbreak. The most
seriously affected countries are Italy and
Romania. However, France, Germany,
Poland, Switzerland, Ukraine are seeing
a significant number of cases and Austria,
Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Ice-
land, Hungary, Portugal, Spain and Swe-
den have experienced a few cases.

“Measles has been largely eliminated
in the United States, with the exception of
small, localized outbreaks, so the MMR
vaccine isn’t normally administered until
12 months of age,” said Coldren. “How-
ever, this leaves infants 6-12 months old
at risk in areas where the virus is present,
because the immunity that was passed on
to them from their mothers is generally not
effective beyond 6 months.”

Measles can be a very serious, even fatal,
iliness and is especially severe in babies
and elderly persons, according to Coldren.

For more information on protecting in-
fants with an early dose of measles vac-
cine, or assistance reviewing family mem-
bers’ immunization status, people should
contact their primary care team.

Progress

Continued from Page D1

team analyzed the effectiveness of clinical programs, iden-
tified best practices and replicated them across the force.

From this process came embedded behavioral health,
which has reduced barriers to care for Soldiers in combat
units, and improved access and readiness.

“Today, over 450 providers in 62 embedded behavioral
health teams support every operational unit in the Army,”
Ivany said, noting that Soldiers receive care earlier and
need less hospitalization to receive treatment.

Other innovations, such as school behavioral health,
were drawn from the civilian sector. The Army embraced
this approach and placed providers in schools on Army
posts all over the world.

In TBI care, in partnership with DOD and other servic-
es, the Army has implemented a clear set of clinical stan-
dards and delivers them in interdisciplinary clinics across
the force, lvany said.

EXTENSIVE SCREENING

In his remarks, Pflanz said all Air Force mental health
providers receive training in one or more of the several
evidence-based therapies for PTSD, and all Airmen can be
confident that they will receive state-of-the-art treatment
when they enter an Air Force mental health clinic.

Fortunately, Pflanz added, PTSD and TBI rates remain
low among Airmen.

Hearing

“Even so,” he said, “we’re excited about the successful
translation of research into clinical practice, including re-
quiring evidence-based therapies for PTSD, event-driven
protocols for recognizing TBI, and the use of progressive
return activity in the management of concussion.”

Other developments that help identify and manage
these conditions include integrating behavioral health
care into primary care clinics, embedding mental health
professionals into operational units within highly stressed
career fields, and comprehensive screening for PTSD and
TBI following deployments and throughout an airmen’s
career, he said.

On the horizon, Pflanz added, the Invisible Wounds
Clinic being established at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida,
in 2018 will powerfully enhance PTSD and TBI treat-
ments and will function as a referral center and a projec-
tion of treatment and expertise Air Force-wide.

“A multidisciplinary task force is identifying and re-
solving gaps in the continuum of care and the integrated
delivery evaluation system for Airmen suffering from in-
visible wounds,” he said, noting that work is under way
on 27 solutions ranging from education and training to
culture and policy that will translate directly to improved
services for the Airmen.

INTERDISCIPLINARY TREATMENT
In his remarks, the director of the Navy’s Intrepid Spirit
Concussion Recovery Center said that about 80 percent of

all TBIs are classified as mild. Those who have suffered
mild TBIs may experience only subtle changes in mood,
memory, sleep and balance. They have no visible signs of
injury, but often struggle to function at work, at home and
in the community.

“The reality is there is currently no diagnostic tool that
is sensitive and specific for mild TBL” he said. “How-
ever, we have worked to overcome this [by] developing a
holistic, integrated, interdisciplinary treatment model that
employs a standard evaluation that includes physical, psy-
chological and spiritual dimensions.”

The center uses this information to diagnose and treat
each patient with traditional therapies and complementary
and integrative medicine, he added.

“We use a minimal amount of medication, almost no
narcotics, and over 90 percent return to full duty upon
completing the program,” Johnson noted.

The Military Health System, in partnership with civil-
ian academic institutions, has a robust research portfolio
to address gaps in knowledge and improve care for ser-
vice members with TBI, he said, including a progressive
return-to-activity protocol that gives providers guidelines
on how to increase activity in a way that maximizes re-
covery.

DOD is undertaking an ongoing longitudinal study of
TBI in members of the armed forces to gain a better un-
derstanding of the condition and ensure patients receive
the treatment they need, Johnson said.

Continued from Page D1

“As Better Hearing and Speech Month is
recognized nationally during the month of
May, it is important to note the role the mili-
tary played in the origin and evolution of the
audiology and speech-language pathology
professions,” said Lt. Col. Kristen Casto, au-
diology staff officer for the Office the Army
Surgeon General.

“The genesis of both specialties resulted
from the collaborative efforts to rehabilitate

troops returning from World Wars | and 11
with hearing loss, and resultant communica-
tion disorders.”

Strategies for the prevention, identifica-
tion, and rehabilitation of hearing loss and
communication disorders have evolved since
WWII and the Department of Defense has
robust prevention and treatment programs to
maximize service member hearing readiness
and beneficiary hearing health.

Current auditory research initiatives are
advancing the ability to predict auditory

performance in operational environments,
to maximize the function of advanced hear-
ing protection and communication devices,
and pharmacological strategies for prevent-
ing hearing loss. Defense Health Agency
speech-language pathology research focuses
on the mitigation of swallowing, voice and
language disorders.

Studies are also being conducted to iden-
tify early indicators of hearing loss, so that
measures to prevent hearing loss and tinnitus
can be implemented early.

Auditory injury is an invisible condition
that is often viewed as an unavoidable,
acceptable consequence of military service,
but service-related hearing loss is largely
preventable. Most hearing protection, if
worn properly during noise-hazardous
conditions, is effective in preventing
hearing loss.

Off-duty noise exposure can cause hear-
ing loss as well including loud music, mo-
torcycles, lawn mowers and power tools can
cause permanent hearing loss.

Free fitness classes

For Military Spouses Day and Mother’s Day, the
Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center will offer
free fitness classes Friday. This is a Strong B.A.N.D.S.
event, so people who pick up a ticket at the event will
be entered into a drawing. People who go to all the
Strong B.A.N.D.S. events will be eligible to win a
grand prize. People can bring their tickets to the last

People can challenge themselves at the two-hour
spin challenge beginning at 5:30 p.m. May 23 at
Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center. The cost
is $3.50 or a card punch. The event is open to all autho-

rized patrons. Refreshments will be available and all
participants will be entered into the Strong B.A.N.D.S.
drawing for the opportunity to win a prize.

For more information, call 255-3794.

Lifeguard training course
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will host a
lifeguard training course Friday from 4-7 p.m., Satur-

to enter the course. People may register at the front
desk of the Fort Rucker PFC. The cutoff for registra-
tion is three days prior to the course start date. Candi-
dates who take the training program are also eligible

FORT RUCKER SPORTS BRIELS

for employment with the Directorate of Family, and
Morale, Welfare and Recreation. All candidates who
apply with Fort Rucker MWR Aquatics after success-
ful completion of the training program will have 50
percent of their training fees reimbursed to them at the
end of the 2017 summer season — people must work

through Labor Day.

event, the spin challenge or to Fortenberry-Colton  day and Sunday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and May 20-21  9162.
PFC for the drawing. For more information, call 255-  from 8 am. to 5 p.m. The course is open to patrons
3794. ages 15 and up, and costs $125 for military and De-  Deep sea fishing
partment of Defense ID card holders and $150 for oth- MWR Central will host a private charter deep sea
Spin challenge ers. A prerequisite test on the first day must be passed  fishing trip in Destin, Florida, May 27. The private

For more information on how to apply, call 255-

charter is a 45-foot walk-around boat that heads out
for a six-hour trip. The cost of the trip is $175 per per-
son and includes transportation, bait, rod, reel, fishing
license, fish cleaning and tip. The staff recommends

people bring a small cooler with drinks and snacks (no

glass). The bus departs from Fort Rucker at 2 a.m. —

time subject to change based on fishing conditions.
To register, call 255-2997 or 255-4305.

British Soccer Camp

The Fort Rucker Youth Sports Department is part-
nering with Challenger Sports to bring British Soc-
cer Camp to the post May 30 to June 2. Participants
will receive a camp T-shirt, soccer ball and evaluation
form. A current sports physical, and a valid child and
youth services registration are required to participate.
If WebTrac was used for registration, parents should
call 255-2257 to let the staff know what size shirts to
order for their children. Full-day camp participants
will need to bring lunch.

For more information, call 255-2257 or 255-9638.
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Auto, V8, AWD, Premium, :_ \'..; ' L | Auto, Leather, Coupe
Leather, Local Trade! B A . ANEES Sunroof, Navigation!

ORTS CAR
E%Hllllﬂl\llﬂ

24, 991

2016 TOTOTA TACOA

Auto, V6, Loaded, 4X4, V6, Sport, Local Trade,
LEATHER! - Only 9,799 Miles!

Local Vehicle, B & || 4X4, Sahara, 22" Wheels,
Only 10,900 Mlles' N Fox Lift, Low Miles!

’33,991|

roun coice e

3119 &3119 2013 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$179 Down & $179 Per Mo.
DOWN PERMO.

E E ARS 2015 FORD FOCUS
Auto, Low Miles! 5= Sban Trade It In Fot Top Dollar! $179 Down & $179 Per Mo.
Stock #1125500L R R NO OBLIGH

YOUR CHOICE! ~ R evivirysh i

; $1 9 9 &31 9 9 2014 CHEVY EQUINOX |

$199 Down & $199 Per Mo.

2015 CHRYSLER 200

Auto, Power Windows & Locks, Low Miles! Ansroval™ $199 Down & $199 Per Mo.
Stock #3514600J

| YOUR Giﬂm',' KIAOFTINA
3215 & 3215 32152:15 I}IIEIISYZI:F:IA N

O[]V Y1)  $215 Down  $215 Per Mo.

2015 CHEVY MALIBU
All Power, Low Milgs! $215 Down & $215 Per Mo.
Stock #1124900J
2000 RAM 250il 2010 HONDA ACCORD LX 2010 CHRY TOWN & COUNTRY 2015 KIA FORTE
Local Trade! Local Trade! Local Trade! Onl
$3,993 $8,991 $10,991 $1 2,391
2006 CHEVY AVALANCHE 2016 CHEVY IMPALA 2013 NISSAN ROGUE 2015 NISSAN ALTIMA
Leather, Local Trade! Auto, V6! Clean SUV! 2.5, Low Miles!
14,591 $14,991 $15,991 $15,992
2016 HYUNDAI SONATA 2015 TOYOTA RAVA 2015 CHEUY EQUINOX 2LT | 2015 JEEP CHEROKEE LATITUDE
Low Miles! Local Trade! Auto, V6, Sunroof! 4X4, Auto, 4 Cylinder!
$16,994 $17,993 $18 991 $19 991
2014 NISSAN ARMADA 2016 BUICK LACROSSE 2015 FORD TRANSIT 2016 DODGE CHARGER R/T
Auto, V8, Loaded' Leather! 15 Passenger Van! Clean Car!
$239 $23,991 9 §28.991
2013 YIII(IIN SLT 2014 RAM 1500 2013 FORD F-150 2013 TOYOTA TUNDRA
4X4, Crew Cab! Crew Cab, 4X4! Crewmax, 4X4!
$28,991 $28,995 $35,991

DOTHAN SOUTH

2067 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE SOUTH SARK [
DOTHAN, AL 36301 = o APRISE AL 36330 ;

871-942-17122 IrahiaEll Car-Salles 3J99-004-U T

ablamos ' tle m [
ent based of L i based on financi 00.
) i ,800. n all vehicles.
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