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Fort Rucker is on the forefront 
when it comes to alternative ener-
gy, as the installation unveiled the 
completion its Renewable Energy 
Project Solar Array April 20.

Post officials, along with rep-
resentatives of Alabama Power 
Company and the Army’s Office 
of Energy Initiatives came togeth-
er to cut the ribbon on the new 
$25 million facility, and usher in a 
new age of renewable energy for 
Alabama and the nation.

“Today marks a significant 
milestone for Fort Rucker, as we 
are creating energy-source diver-
sity resiliency, and exemplifying 
environmental stewardship in 
our community,” said Col. Shan-
non T. Miller, Fort Rucker gar-
rison commander. “This historic 
project … happened because the 
public and private sectors came 
together to create a better future 
not only for our community, but 
for our nation.”

The 90-acre facility, which is 
essentially a solar power plant, is 
owned and operated by Alabama 
Power and uses more than 115,000 
solar panels to convert the sun’s 
energy into up to 10 megawatts 
of electricity – enough to power 
about 1,600 homes a year – put-
ting Fort Rucker on track to meet 

the 25-percent alternative en-
ergy consumption goal set by the 
Army, and one step closer to the 
Army’s goal of 1 gigawatt of re-
newable energy by 2025, said the 
garrison commander.

In addition to meeting the Ar-
my’s overall goals, providing reli-
able, renewable energy gives Fort 
Rucker the ability the sustain its 
mission of supporting the warf-
ighter. “One resource that doesn’t 
immediately come to our minds 
when determining the needs for 
mission success in our Army is 
energy,” said Miller. “The De-
partment of Defense is the largest 
consumer of energy in the United 
States government and the ma-
jority of energy consumed in the 
Army is at the installation level.

“Energy generation reduces our 
dependence on petroleum, and it 
mitigates potential supply chain 
disruptions, so this 10-megawatt 
solar facility behind me is the first 
step towards energy resiliency, 
and enables us to continue our 
mission during long-term out-
ages,” she continued. “This com-
mitment fosters that environmen-
tal sustainability for our present 
Alabamians, as well as our future 
generation. This gives us the abil-
ity here at Fort Rucker to train 
and develop our future Aviation 
warfighters in our Army.”

That security is something that 

Michael McGhee, Army Office 
of Energy Initiatives executive 
director, said is the result of pro-
viding a diversity of power, such 
as solar, wind, natural gas, biofuel 
and geothermal.

“This solar energy project will 
assist in sustaining Fort Rucker’s 
vital missions, and will increase 
assured access to resource supply 
and improve electrical infrastruc-
ture conditions,” said McGhee. 
“Most importantly, this project 
will improve energy security and 
resiliency, which underwrite your 
Army’s unique ability to rapidly 
deploy, employ and sustain mili-
tary forces around the globe to 
defend our nation and its inter-
ests.”

The electricity generated by 

the solar plant flows directly into 
the electrical grid, and is distrib-
uted back to Fort Rucker and the 
surrounding communities, but 
McGhee said the facility was 
built with future projects and ca-
pabilities in mind, including one 
that would install smart controls 
and electricity storage capabili-
ties that would allow the ability to 
turn power on to the installation 
in the event of a grid disruption.

By staying on the cutting edge 
of energy generation, Fort Rucker 
is helping secure the future of 
not only the installation, but the 
surrounding communities, as 
well, said Miller. Additionally, 
the project helps the installation 
leave its mark in history with 
its commitment to being a good 

environmental steward.
“By producing and consum-

ing 16 percent of all electrical 
needs through renewable energy 
sources, and continuing to imple-
ment innovative energy efficient 
solutions, Fort Rucker contrib-
utes to the reduction of the carbon 
footprint in the greater Wiregrass 
area and the community. This 
infrastructure is instrumental 
to the success and longevity of 
Fort Rucker,” said the garrison 
commander. “Strengthening our 
infrastructure through the addi-
tion of renewable energy sources 
positions Fort Rucker, which is 
the largest employer in southern 
Alabama, for growth and contin-
ued economic support to our local 
community.”
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Jeremy Oden, Alabama Public Service Commission commissioner; Michael McGhee, Army Office of Energy Initiatives ex-
ecutive director; Jim Heilbron, Alabama Power Company senior vice president; Richard Davis, Fort Rucker deputy to the 
commanding general; and Col. Shannon T. Miller, Fort Rucker garrison commander, cut the ribbon during a ceremony for the 
Renewable Energy Project, marking the completion of the solar array on Fort Rucker April 20.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

CREATING A BETTER FUTURE

Local youth can peek into an Ameri-
can courtroom during Fort Rucker’s 
Law Day event May 1 from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. at the Center Library. 

The event, hosted by Center Library 
and orchestrated by the Fort Rucker 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, 
aims to educate and entertain children 
and their families with brief American 
law and U.S. Constitution lessons.

“Anticipated components of the 
event include a mock trial geared to-
wards children using puppets that will 

feature characters from a well-known 
children’s story,” Capt. Paul Ferguson, 
Fort Rucker OSJA administrative and 
claims attorney, said. “There will also 
be a legal-themed craft and coloring 
project.”

According to Ferguson, the Law Day 
event is family-friendly, geared primar-
ily towards children and is intended to 
be an entertaining introduction to basic 
legal concepts through a mock trial, 
and craft and coloring activities.

Capt. Daniel Hancock, Fort Rucker 
OSJA client services chief, added that 
a sound understanding of the Constitu-
tion is essential.

“All Americans should have a thor-
ough grasp of the Constitution because 
this nation as a republic is dependent 
upon the participation of its citizens in 
their own governance,” he said. “With-
out such an understanding, Americans 
cannot properly evaluate the positions 
of politicians running for elected of-
fice, or the actions taken by the various 
levels and branches of government, 
and cannot meaningfully contribute to 
affecting changes in the law in a proper 
manner.  

“All Americans should also under-
stand the law primarily in order to 
protect their own liberty,” he added. 
“Additionally, all Americans need to 
understand the law to make their own 
individual contributions to a society 
where the rule of law is respected by 
following it themselves and by know-
ing what changes need to be made in 
the law and the proper manner to ad-
vocate for those changes.  Knowing 
this information will aid greatly in 
Americans’ dealings with politicians, 
law enforcement, and attorneys and 
paralegals because those who are in-
formed about the matters in which they 
are involved are best equipped to help 
professionals aid them in reaching their 
own goals using the services offered by 
the appropriate professional.”

Cameron Hill, Center Library youth 
librarian, echoed Hancock’s senti-
ment.

“This is a wonderful, educational 
event celebrating American law and 
the U.S. Constitution,” she said.

According to the American Bar As-
sociation website, Law Day 2017’s 
theme is “The 14th Amendment: 
Transforming American Democracy.” 

Hancock stated that Fort Rucker’s 
event is geared toward children and 
will not explore the amendment in de-
tail; however, its importance should 

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

See law day, Page a7
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Soldiers from the Fort Rucker Office of the Staff Judge Advocate dress Sgt. Ted E. Bear to 
represent ‘blind justice’ last year in honor of Law Week, which is designated as the first week 
in May, to bring awareness of the importance of the U.S. legal and justice systems. This year, 
the OSJA will host an event at the Center Library.
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Fort Rucker moves to alternative
energy forefront with solar array

The 1st Battalion, 58th Aviation Regiment (Air-
field Operations) “Guardian Eagles” welcomed a 
new commander and bid farewell to the outgoing 
leader during a ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum April 19.

Lt. Col. Beau Tibbitts assumed command from Lt. 
Col. James Ashburn during the change of command 
ceremony as the unit colors changed hands from Ash-
burn to Col. Michael E. Demirjian, Air Traffic Ser-
vices Command and 164th Theater Airfield Opera-
tions Group commander, to Tibbitts.

Demirjian welcomed Tibbitts, who served as the 
1st Aviation Brigade S3, back to Fort Rucker and 
expressed his full confidence in his leadership after 
taking command.

“I know you’re up for the unique challenge that is 
AOB,” he said to the incoming commander. “It takes 
a special leader to train the readiness of this organiza-
tion – I know you’re ready.”

Tibbitts returns to Fort Rucker from his most re-

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

1-58th Avn. Regt. 
welcomes new 
commander

See 1-58th, Page a7
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Lt. Col. Beau Tibbitts, 1st Battalion, 58th Aviation Regiment (Air-
field Operations) commander, accepts the unit colors from Col. 
Michael E. Demirjian, Air Traffic Services Command and 164th 
Theater Airfield Operations Group commander, as he assumes 
command from Lt. Col. James Ashburn during a change of com-
mand ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum April 19.



QUANTICO, Va. — The U.S. Army 
Criminal Investigation Command’s Com-
puter Crime Investigative Unit cautions Sol-
diers to be on the lookout for what it calls 
“sextortion” scams, where criminals will 
try to engage in online sexual activities with 
unsuspecting service members, and then de-
mand money or favors in exchange for not 
publicizing potentially embarrassing infor-
mation.

 Officials describe sextortion scams as 
cyber sexual extortion in which perpetrators 
conduct schemes that leverage those sexu-
al acts for financial gain or other forms of 
blackmail. Once the Soldier sends a compro-
mising photo or participates in a video chat, 
the perpetrator threatens to send those im-
ages to the Soldier’s command, family and 
friends unless hush money is paid, according 
to CID special agents. 

Officials caution that Soldiers may be 
prime victims because they want to protect 
their career and, out of embarrassment, 
they may reluctantly give in to the finan-
cial or other demands of the extortionist. 
CCIU agents added that this particular 
scam is sometimes effective because once 
the perpetrator gets the unsuspected Sol-

dier to perform some sort of virtual sexual 
act with a person on the Internet – while 
they are secretly recorded – the true night-
mare begins because they are now more 
likely to be blackmailed for those compro-
mising images. 

“Be cautious of your online communica-
tions and do not share intimate, personal in-
formation with strangers or people you have 
never met in person,” said Special Agent 
Daniel Andrews, director of CCIU. 

Unfortunately, these incidents continue to 
occur across the globe, and sextortion vic-
tims are encouraged to seek the assistance 
of law enforcement. “Victims are at risk of 
further exploitation, which can include de-
mands for additional payments, more sexual 
images, sensitive military information, or 
access to U.S. Army systems and facilities, 
so early notification to law enforcement is 
important,” Andrews said. 

If you have been the victim of sextortion, 

he offered some tips on what to do.
• Do not send money to the scammers. 

CCIU is aware of instances where scammers 
threatened to release videos unless a second 
or even third payment is made. 

Do not continue to correspond with the • 
scammers. 
Do preserve whatever information you • 
have from the scammers, such as social 
networking profiles, email accounts used, 
where money was directed to be sent, etc. 
Do notify CCIU at usarmy.cciuintel@• 
mail.mil or 571-305-4478 to report being 
a victim if you are a service member or an 
Army civilian employee. If you are not as-
sociated with the military, report the crime 
to your local police department, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Investigations 
at Assistance.Victim@ice.dhs.gov, or the 
FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center at 
www.ic3.gov. 
For more information about computer se-

curity, other computer-related scams and to 
review previous cyber-crime alert notices 
and cyber-crime prevention flyers, visit the 
Army CID CCIU website at http://www.cid.
army.mil/cciu-advisories.html. 

For more information on CID or to report 
a felony-level crime or provide information 
concerning a crime, call your local CID of-
fice (255-3108) or the military police (255-
2222), or visit www.cid.army.mil.
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Perspective

Gregory Grider, 
civilian

“Any diversity is good to 
celebrate so that you understand 
where they’re coming from and 
how to interact.”

“Some people don’t understand 
(diversity), so celebrating it 
creates a learning opportunity 
for people.”

“All ethnicities need to be cel-
ebrated in some form or fashion, 
but it’s a learning opportunity for 
all of us.”

“It gives people different view-
points into other aspects of peo-
ple’s lives.”

Sgt. Rachel Kahle, 
9-108th, Montgomery, 

Army Reserves

Kimberly Sanders, 
military family member

CW5 Virgil Martin, 
Directorate of 

Standardization and 
Evaluation “Where I’m from there isn’t 

much diversity, so everyone 
should be educated on diversity 
and the things that make us 
different.”

Rosa Morrissette, 
civilian

U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigation Command
Public Affairs Staff Report

‘SEXTORTION’

ACE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy
Have the courage to ask the question, but stay • 
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you • 
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy
Remove any means that could be used for self-• 

injury.
Calmly control the situation, do not use force.• 
Actively listen to produce relief.• 

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.• 
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a behavioral • 
health professional or a primary care provider.

May is Asian-Pacific Heritage 
Month and a kickoff event to 

celebrate will take place at the post 
exchange May 5 from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Why is it important to 

celebrate diversity in our country?

“

”
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The Army Flier is an authorized publication 

for members of the Department of Defense. 
Contents of the Army Flier are not necessarily 
the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government, or the Department of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publication is the 
responsibility of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs 
Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published weekly 
by The Dothan Eagle, a private company in no 
way connected with the U.S. government under 
exclusive contract with the Department of the 
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tion, including inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the U.S. Army or The 
Dothan Eagle.
Business matters

For business, advertisements, subscriptions 
or to report printing errors, contact The Dothan 
Eagle, 227 N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or 
call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for all print-
ing matters and commercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for the follow-
ing week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army Flier is 
prepared, edited, provided and approved by the 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army Aviation Cen-
ter of Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase, use or patronage 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other non-
merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this equal 
opportunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, 
the publisher shall refuse to print advertising 
from that source until the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or photographs by 
contacting the Army Flier, Public Affairs Office, 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334) 255-2028 or 
255-1239; calls to other PAO numbers are not 
normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army Flier by 
e-mail, please contact the editor at jhughes@
armyflier.com.

CID warns of cyber scams against service members



WASHINGTON – President 
Donald J. Trump signed the Vet-
erans Choice Program Extension 
and Improvement Act April 18, 
ensuring military veterans can 
continue receiving health care 
in the civilian sector when care 
is not easily accessible from a 
Veterans Affairs Department pro-
vider.

“The veterans have poured out 
their sweat and blood and tears 
for this country for so long, and 
it’s time that they’re recognized, 
and it’s time that we now take 
care of them and take care of 
them properly,” Trump said after 
signing the continued health care 
bill into law in the Roosevelt 

Room.
“This bill will extend and im-

prove the Veterans Choice Pro-
gram so that more veterans can 
see the doctor of their choice … 
and don’t have to wait and travel 
long distances for VA care,” he 
said. “Some people have to trav-
el five hours, eight hours, and 
they’ll have to do it on a weekly 
basis and even worse than that. 
It’s not going to happen any-
more.”

“This new law is a good start, 
but there is still much work to 
do,” Trump continued. “We will 
fight each and every day to deliv-
er the long-awaited reforms our 
veterans deserve and to protect 
those who have so courageously 
protected each and every one of 
us.”

The U.S. Army Combat Readiness Cen-
ter welcomed a new command sergeant 
major in a change of responsibility cer-
emony Friday.

Command Sgt. Maj. Ernest D. Bowen, 
Jr. became the Army’s sixth, top enlisted 
adviser on safety and occupational health 
issues after assuming duties from Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Terry D. Burton, who 
had been with the USACRC since March 
2016.

“I’m happy and honored to be a member 
of the CRC team as we work to preserve 
readiness across the Army,” Bowen said. 
“As a member of this team, I ask that you 
put me to work.”

Bowen’s most recent assignment was 
at Camp Atterbury where he served as the 
157th Infantry Brigade command sergeant 
major. 

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey A. Farnsworth, Head-
quarters, Department of the Army; direc-
tor of Army Safety and commanding gen-
eral, USACRC, said Bowen is a decorated 
combat infantryman that will be a strong 
champion for the USACRC’s mission and 
for Soldiers. 

“Command Sergeant Major Bowen is 
able to communicate and connect with the 
largest portion of our force and he brings 
with him an expertise that I think will 
prove valuable to us,” Farnsworth said. 

“He wants to help prevent loss and en-
hance readiness by preventing accidental 
loss, he gets it.”

Farnsworth also lauded Command Sgt. 
Major Burton, and his wife Natalie, for their 

efforts while assigned to the USACRC.
“Thank you Terry for everything you’ve 

done for the command,” he said. “I’m 
deeply appreciative and will hold you in 
the highest regard my entire life. Terry and 

Natalie, I wish you well.”
Burton’s next assignment takes him to 

Fort Lee, Virginia, where he will serve as 
the command sergeant major of the U.S. 
Army Ordnance School.
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By Lori Yerdon
U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center

CRC welcomes new 
command sergeant major

News Briefs
National Day of Prayer

The Fort Rucker Religious Support Office 
will host its National Day of Prayer obser-
vance May 4 from noon to 12:30 p.m. at the 
Headquarters Chapel, Bldg. 109. This is an 
annual event in which millions of Americans 
unite in prayer for the country and its leaders, 
according to RSO officials. The sanctuary in 
the Headquarters Chapel will also be opened 
from 8-11 a.m. and 1-4 p.m. for those who 
prefer to pray alone or in small groups at a 
time of their choice.  

For more information, call 255-2989.

Retirement ceremony
The Fort Rucker Quarterly Retirement 

Ceremony is scheduled for Friday at 2 p.m. 
at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. All are 
welcome to attend and honor the post’s latest 
retirees for their service.

Specialty printing requirement
Due to a change in printing procedure, doc-

ument printing services now requires that all 
documents for printing that require specialty 
paper be submitted three weeks prior to the 
requested delivery date. 

For more information, call 255-1363.

Siren test
The Installation Operations Center con-

ducts a test of the emergency mass notification 
system the first Wednesday of each month at 
11 a.m. At that time people will hear the siren 
over the giant voice. No actions are required.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree Coun-

cil meets the first Thursday of each month in 
The Landing at 11:30 a.m. The meeting is an 
open forum and all retirees are invited to at-
tend. Retirees are also encouraged to apply 
for one of the open positions on the council.

For more information, call 255-9124.

Pharmacy change
Starting May 1, the Lyster Army Health 

Clinic Pharmacy will no longer accept drop-
off forms for all refill requests. It will be man-
datory to phone in all prescription refills. Call 

1-877-520-1623 or 334-255-7671.

CLEP-a-thon
The Fort Rucker Education Center will host 

its CLEP-a-thon, Round 3, May 9-11 in Bldg. 
4502. Active-duty military will be able to take 
all the CLEP and DSST tests they can take 
free, while it will cost family members and 
civilians $95. According to education center 
officials, most colleges accept CLEP as trans-
fer credit. May 9-10, the event will take place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. May 11, the event will 
take place from 9-11 a.m. No appointment is 
required to take part. 

For more information or to pre-register, 
call 598-2443.

Lost and found
People who have lost or misplaced prop-

erty while on Fort Rucker can call the Di-
rectorate of Public Safety’s lost and found 
point of contact at 255-3239 to inquire if their 
property has been turned in. To claim their 
property, people must be able to demonstrate 
ownership of the property. DPS retains prop-
erty found or turned in at special events held 
on the installation, such as Freedom Fest – the 
most common items turned-in are keys, cell 
phones and wallets.

Tobacco cessation program
The Lyster Army Health Clinic tobacco 

cessation program consists of four weekly 
sessions each month. Each class is one hour. 
Classes are Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to noon 
at the Army Wellness Center. 

For more information, call 334-255-7930. 

Change of command
The 1st Battalion, 212th Aviation Regiment 

will host its change of command May 5 at 9 
a.m. at Howze Field. Lt. Col. Cecil C. Nix 
will assume command from Lt. Col. Ross F. 
Nelson.

Pay office closure
Starting May 24, the Defense Military 

Pay Office will begin closing at 12:30 p.m. 
on Wednesdays. Also, beginning May 30, 
DMPO office hours will change to 7:30 a.m. 

to 3:30 p.m. Mondays-Tuesdays, 7:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Wednesdays, and 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Thursdays and Fridays.

AER scholarships
Army Emergency Relief is accepting appli-

cations for its 2017-2018 scholarship program 
at www.aerhq.org. Scholarship opportunities 
are available for spouses and children regis-
tered in the Defense Eligibility Enrollment 
System who are pursuing their first under-
graduate degree or certificate at an accredited 
college or university. Additional eligibility 
criteria can be found on the above website. 
Within a 50 mile radius of Fort Rucker, 71 
recipients received scholarships for the 2016-
2017 school year. Seventeen spouses received 
a total of $27,500.00 – average of $1617.65 
– and 54 children received a total of $120,600 
– average of $2233.33. The deadline is Mon-
day.

For more information, call 255-2341.

ID card section closure
The Fort Rucker ID Card Section will close 

from 2:15-4:15 p.m. for training the second 
Wednesday of every month.

Yoga classes
Lyster Army Health Clinic offers free yoga 

classes Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in the Lyster 
Activity Center, Rm. J-100, of the clinic. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to bring their own 
mat.

Weight control
The Lyster Army Health Clinic Fit for Per-

formance Weight Control Program consists 
of six sessions taken over a six- to 12-week 
period. The program is available to all active-
duty military, retirees and family members. 
Classes are held on Tuesdays from 9-11 a.m. 
or 1-3 p.m. 

For more information, call 255-7986.

Lyster update
People are welcome to check out the Lyster 

Army Health Clinic Facebook Page for the 
Healthy Tip of the Day and important clinic 

information, such as class dates and times.
The Lyster Twitter feed is at @Lyster-

AHC.

AAFES restaurants open to visitors, 
employees

While Army and Air Force Exchange Ser-
vice shopping privileges are only open to Sol-
diers, Airmen and their families, anyone can 
dine in Fort Rucker Exchange restaurants or 
pick up grab-and-go fare from Express loca-
tions. Army Regulation 215-8/Air Force In-
struction 34-211 (I) lets anyone – including 
visitors, contractors and Department of De-
fense civilians – dine at the exchange’s more 
than 1,600 restaurants worldwide. The regula-
tion also authorizes anyone to buy grab-and-
go food and beverages from one of the ex-
change’s 300-plus Express locations as long 
as the items are consumed on the installation. 

“Whether you work on the installation or 
are just visiting a military family member, the 
Exchange has you covered with a variety of 
satisfying meal options,” said Ralph Klee-
mann, Fort Rucker Exchange general manag-
er. “With numerous better-for-you options in 
both the food court and Express, the exchange 
proves you don’t have to wait until you’re off-
post to eat a hearty, healthy meal.”

Guidelines on who is authorized to use 
exchange operations are prescribed by Army 
Regulation 215-8/Air Force Instruction 34-
211 (I) and the Armed Services Exchange 
Regulations, Department of Defense Instruc-
tion 1330.21. 

Anyone who believes they qualify for full 
exchange benefits, including access to main 
stores, should contact the Fort Rucker Ex-
change at 334-503-9044.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open 

Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted 
items. People can drop off donations at any 
time in the shed behind the shop (former 
Armed Forces Bank building) located in front 
of the theater next door to the bowling alley. 
Donations are tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

By Terri Moon Cronk
Defense Media Activity

President signs bill to extend Veterans Choice health care law
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President Donald J. Trump and Gen. Joseph L. Votel, commander of U.S. Central Command, spend a few minutes with troops 
on their way to a press briefing April 18. 

Photo by luiS martiNez  

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey A. Farnsworth (right) passes the colors to Command Sgt. Maj. Ernest D. Bowen during a change of responsibility ceremony Friday. Bowen 
becomes the Army’s sixth top enlisted adviser on safety and occupational health issues. 



WASHINGTON — For some 
time, through its Sexual Harass-
ment/Assault Response and Pre-
vention program, the Army has 
asserted that sexist humor is unac-
ceptable in the workplace.

Sexist humor, however, is more 
than just offensive, according to 
Dr. Gail Stern. 

More important than the joke 
itself, and the immediate effect it 
has on people who hear it, is the 
desensitizing effect it has on lis-
teners, she said.

Stern, a researcher, victim advo-
cate and subject-matter expert on 
sexual assault prevention, spoke 
April 18 at the Pentagon about the 
effects of sexist humor on listeners 
and how acceptance of such humor 
affects the social environment.

Stern’s presentation involved 
a selection of anecdotes from her 
experience as a sexual assault pre-
vention professional, as well as a 
series of slides featuring advertis-
ing that employs rape as a compo-
nent and rape jokes.

During her presentation, Stern 
provided two examples of rape 
jokes for her audience. “What do 
nine out of ten people enjoy? Gang 
rape!” “Hello, my name is ‘Rape.’ 
Remember it. You’ll be screaming 
it later.”

Stern said some people will find 
such jokes offensive, while others 
will find humor in them. But the 
more those types of jokes are told, 
the more accepting people will be-
come of the subject matter.

That type of humor, she said, 
desensitizes people to rape, and 
the effect is that rape itself is con-
sidered less of a problem.

“The rape jokes – it’s not about 
sensitivity,” she said. “Anybody 

that tells you it’s about sensitivity 
is full of it. It’s not about sensitiv-
ity. It’s about how it conditions 
[listeners] cognitively to accept 
violence and abuse toward another 
group.”

Stern also referred to a number 
of print advertisements that made 
light of rape. In one advertisement 
for a brand of vodka, the text sug-
gests that, unlike “some people,” 
this brand’s vodka always “goes 
down smoothly.” The ad’s im-
agery features a terrified woman 
being grabbed from behind by an 
amused man.

“What’s the joke here?” Stern 
asked. The woman in the photo, 
apparently, didn’t want what the 
man wanted. The ad is a play on 
words in which sexual assault is 
part of that word play.

Stern noted that advertising 
executives must have discussed 
it. “Before they went with this, 

they were like, ‘Guys will laugh 
at this,’” she said. “Thought went 
into that. People said OK to that.”

Another ad features a man and 
woman dressed for a party and 
standing against a white back-
ground. The woman, on the left 
side of the ad, has her head turned 
and is looking out of frame and 
laughing as if engaged in a con-
versation. On the right side of the 
ad, a man leers at her, as though 
noticing she is distracted. The ad’s 
copy suggests “spiking” your best 
friend’s drink when she’s not pay-
ing attention.

“[The advertiser is] not saying 
‘knife’ your best friend while she’s 
not looking,” she said. “There’s an 
implication that he’ll get out of the 
‘friend zone’ maybe, right? If it’s 
spiked, he’ll have an easier time 
at this party? And that’s not con-
sidered rape by many people. It’s 
not saying ‘roofie.’ We’d be like, 

that’s too dark. But ‘spike’ is sort 
of neutral enough; we are willing 
to grant this guy a little latitude.”

The Army has been pushing 
“bystander intervention” training 
as a way to encourage Soldiers to 
step up and prevent sexual assault 
before it happens. Stern identified 
four factors that must be present 
for an effective bystander inter-
vention. Those factors are:

Notice the situation;1. 
Define the situation as prob-2. 
lematic;
Feel the responsibility to act; 3. 
and
Have the skills to act.4. 

The problem with bystander 
intervention, however, is the as-
sumption that everybody will be 
able to notice a situation and iden-
tify it as requiring intervention. 
That’s not always going to be true, 
Stern said.

Jokes about rape and sexist hu-

mor, she said, have “numbed our 
assessment abilities, to the point 
where we are less liable to ... no-
tice it and ... define it as a problem 
... or even think we are responsible 
to do anything about it if it’s not 
that big a deal anymore.”

Rape jokes, Stern said, “make 
rape acceptable at some cognitive 
level. If I think that sexual coer-
cion is acceptable or is just a nor-
mal part of the culture, I’m going 
to call it sex. Maybe bad sex, but 
I’m not going to call it rape.”

Stern said it’s not necessary 
every time a Soldier hears a sex-
ist joke to make “a federal case” 
out of it. But calling out the teller 
of such a joke goes a long way to-
ward ensuring that, culturally, in 
whatever group you are in, rape, 
sexual assault and sexual coercion 
do not become acceptable at any 
level.

“You do have to say, ‘Buddy, 
come on. Rape jokes aren’t funny’ 
... something that calls out that 
negativity,” she said. “If that per-
son gets approval for it ... if we 
stay silent, we have cosigned on 
that. We’ve said you’re good to 
go. “

Soldiers, Stern said, have a re-
sponsibility to challenge such be-
havior – the jokes and comments 
– as a way of changing what is 
culturally acceptable.

“In order to create a culture that 
doesn’t tolerate sexual assault, you 
have to challenge sexism,” she 
said. “And you have to do it at ev-
ery different stage.”

That means not just challeng-
ing jokes that make light of sexual 
assault, she said, but also chal-
lenging a Soldier who belittles an-
other’s performance because she 
is female, or who talks about why 
women shouldn’t be in the Army, 
for instance.
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You don’t have to face your
problems alone.

WASHINGTON — Like all Soldiers, 
Staff Sgt. Anthony Ciccariello, Sgt. Evan 
Lipp and Sgt. James Smith attend annual 
Sexual Harassment/Assault Response and 
Prevention training.

All three admitted they initially doubted 
the training would ever be of much use to 
them. But during a SHARP-sponsored panel 
April 6 at the Pentagon, they discussed how 
they relied on that training when they wit-
nessed a possible sexual assault incident late 
last year.

The incident occurred in October at a bar 
in Watertown, New York, near Fort Drum, 
where the three men are stationed. Lipp said 
the three were having a relaxed conversation 
over a beer when he spotted something very 
suspicious.

Two civilian men who looked to be in 
their early 20s were seated on a sofa. Sitting 
between them was a woman who appeared 
to be in her early 30s. Lipp said she looked 
like she was drugged and unaware of what 
was going on. Her eyes were rolled back. 
The men had their hands up her skirt.

That’s when Lipp decided to act. He first 
alerted the bouncer, but the bouncer refused 
to intervene and instead suggested the three 
on the couch were probably just friends. Lipp 
then told his fellow Soldiers, Ciccariello and 
Smith. Together, they located the woman’s 
friend who told them she didn’t recognize 
the two men on the couch.

At that point, Ciccariello and Smith es-
corted the two men outside to a courtesy pa-
trol, uniformed Soldiers who patrol the town 

as part of their duty.
While the woman opted not to file charges 

against the men and no arrests were made, 
Ciccariello believes the SHARP bystander 
training that he, Lipp and Smith had received 
had helped them stop a sexual assault in its 
tracks.

While Ciccariello said he knows he and 
his fellow Soldiers did the right thing, not 
everyone agreed. A local newspaper report 
contained some discrepancies about what 
happened that evening due to differing ac-
counts from authorities.

“Some people in the community were 
very supportive, while others called us li-
ars,” he said.

Fortunately, the Army and their unit 
backed them up, Smith said, and today the 
three go on SHARP speaking tours to dis-
cuss bystander intervention.

HARD TO BE A HERO
It takes guts to intervene as a bystander, 

said Sharyn Potter, a sociology professor and 
researcher at the University of New Hamp-
shire.

In her 15 years of researching bystander 
intervention, she’s heard plenty of stories 
of backlash, from ostracism to threats of re-
taliation. She said it’s easier for someone of 
higher rank or social status who committed 
the harassment or assault to threaten some-
one who has intervened.

The three Soldiers who intervened said 
they did not get physical with the two men, 
and Potter agreed with their actions, adding 
there are subtler ways to intervene effective-
ly as a bystander.

For instance, if sexual harassment is oc-

curring in a dark, loud club, something as 
simple as turning on a light or turning down 
the music can get the attention of others, she 
said. Requesting the assistance of the club’s 
staff might also be effective, though it wasn’t 
in the case at Watertown.

Finally, she said, the authorities should 
be the only ones to use physical force, if it’s 
necessary.

While these three Soldiers effectively 

intervened, Potter said people who witness 
such incidents often choose not to get in-
volved. She said she hopes that, just as the 
Army has educated its Soldiers in a drive to 
change its culture for the better, society will 
one day wake up to the dangers of sexual as-
sault and harassment.

Although the three Soldiers faced backlash 
for their actions, all agreed they would do it 
again because it was the right thing to do.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Photo by david verguN

Staff Sgt. Anthony Ciccariello and Sgts. Evan Lipp and James Smith, discuss what it’s like to 
intervene in a sexual assault. 

Soldiers recall intervening in possible sexual assault incident
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ATLANTA – In Europe, said Lt. Gen. 
Ben Hodges, it’s important for NATO to be 
entirely clear on its resolve to use its capa-
bilities should the need arise.

Hodges, who serves as commander of 
U.S. Army Europe, spoke April 10 via 
video teleconference to the Atlanta CEO 
Symposium attended by Army leaders, and 
about 50 Atlanta area corporate and civic 
leaders.

U.S. forces in Europe have now transi-
tioned from being a force of assurance to 
also being a force of deterrence, he said, ex-
plaining that “deterrence is all about having 
the capability to compel, defeat, to force the 
enemy to change their mind or reconsider 
what they’re thinking about doing.”

To achieve those goals and that transi-
tion, Hodges described “five pillars” now 
in place that USAEUR considers important 
to ensuring a strong Europe.

EMPOWER JUNIOR LEADERS
The first pillar, he said, is empowering 

junior leaders to do more and assume much 
greater responsibility than what they’re ac-
customed to.

For example, today the senior officer in 
Estonia is a captain with about 130 Soldiers 
under his charge, Hodges said.

“I have to rely on that captain understand-
ing the big picture and interacting with the 
ambassador and minister of defense, being 
able to talk to the international media and 
ensuring Soldiers are doing their job in a 
way that doesn’t lead to an incident that 
would be exploited immediately by the 
Russians,” he said.

That’s kind of what’s happening up and 
down from the Baltic nations to Romania, 
Bulgaria and so on.

“We like to think of U.S. Army Europe 
as a leadership lab for the Army, where 
young people have huge responsibilities,” 
he added.

RESERVE COMPONENTS
The second pillar is the National Guard 

and Reserve, Hodges said. They make up 
a huge percentage of the Army logisticians, 
engineers, military police and other vital 
occupations. Besides that, the Guard has 
various state partnerships with nations in 
the region.

“What an incredible asset for us,” he 

said, referring to the Reserve components. 
“They are like oxygen for us here.”

ALLIED STRENGTHS
Partner nations bring their own manpow-

er and capabilities, the third pillar, Hodges 
said. “Our best and most reliable allies 
come from Europe, along with Canada and 
Australia.

“If there’s something we’ve learned over 
the last 15 years in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
we don’t do anything by ourselves,” he 
continued.

For example, allied forces have bridging 
capability strong enough for tanks to cross, 
he said. They also provide short-range air 
defense, heavy trucks that can carry U.S. 
tanks on European highways and more.

ROTATIONAL FORCES
The fourth pillar is the nine-month ro-

tational force, Hodges said, meaning an 
armored brigade combat team from Fort 
Carson, Colorado, that arrived in Janu-
ary; a combat Aviation brigade out of Fort 
Drum, New York, that arrived in February; 
and this month’s arrival of an amalgam of 
active, Guard and Reserve logisticians that 
make up the equivalent of a sustainment 
brigade.

DYNAMIC PRESENCE
The fifth pillar, Hodges said, is having 

a “dynamic presence.” He defined that as 
having units spread out and moving through 
series of exercises throughout Eastern Eu-
rope.

A dynamic presence means “showing 
the flag and creating the effect of having 
300,000 instead of 30,000,” he said, refer-
ring to 30,000 Soldiers today versus the 
300,000 who were stationed primarily in 
West Germany and Italy during the Cold 
War.

“We look for every way possible to cre-
ate the effect we want to create with the re-
sources we have,” he added.

In closing, Hodges said, “America’s eco-
nomic prosperity is directly tied to stability 
and security of Europe. That’s why we’ve 
been here since the end of World War II. 
So, there’s a practical reason for us being 
there.”

By David Vergun
Army News Service

COmmANDER: 
5 pillars for a strong Europe now in place
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Paratroopers Spc. Jeffery Hooper and Pfc. Cole Phillips, both assigned to 3rd Platoon, Battle Company, 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment (Airborne), 
173rd Airborne Brigade, support their Estonian allies by pulling security during joint urban operations training Nov. 3 in Hellenurme, Estonia.
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WASHINGTON — Dur-
ing a visit to the headquarters of 
NATO’s Resolute Support mis-
sion in the Afghan capital of Ka-
bul Monday, Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis had stern words for the 
Friday Taliban attack on an Af-
ghan military base and mosque, in 
which more than 100 people were 
killed.

The secretary spoke at a news 
conference alongside Army Gen. 
John W. Nicholson, commander 
of the Resolute Support mission 
and of U.S. forces in Afghani-
stan.

“As if we needed a reminder 
of the type of enemy we’re up 
against, the killing of Afghan citi-
zens and soldiers – protectors of 
the people – just as they were com-
ing out of a mosque, a house of 
worship, it certainly characterizes 
this fight for exactly what it is,” 
Mattis said. “These people have 
no religious foundation. They are 
not devout anything, and it shows 
why we stand with the people of 
this country against such heinous 
acts perpetrated by this barbaric 
enemy and what they do.”

TALKS WITH AFGHAN 
PRESIDENT

The secretary said he had met 
earlier with Afghan President 

Ashraf Ghani, and thanked him 
for his leadership in the midst of 
difficult times and for the inclu-
sive approach of this unity gov-
ernment.

“We discussed his initiative to 
make the government … more re-
sponsive to all of the Afghan peo-
ple and we all recognize the chal-

lenges to this government of that 
effort presented by enemies of the 
Afghan people who refused to re-
nounce violence,” Mattis said.

The secretary pointed out that 
President Donald J. Trump has di-
rected a review of U.S. policy in 
Afghanistan. 

“This dictates an ongoing dia-

logue with Afghanistan’s leader-
ship,” he said, “and that’s why I 
came here: to get with President 
Ghani and his ministers and hear 
directly and at length from … 
General Nicholson to provide my 
best assessment and advice as we 
go forward.”

That advice, he added, will go 

not only to the president, but also 
to the NATO secretary general 
and all the troop-contributing na-
tions with which the United States 
coordinates and collaborates.

The teamwork between the U.S. 
and Afghan governments, their 
diplomats and their international 
military contingents has achieved 
high levels of partnership, the 
secretary said. “In a word, I find 
it impressive.” 

2017: DIFFICULT ROAD 
AHEAD

The review in Washington of 
the Afghanistan mission is a dia-
logue that includes Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson, the president 
and his staff in the White House, 
and “I’d say we’re under no illu-
sions about the challenges asso-
ciated with this mission,” Mattis 
said

2017 will be another tough year 
for the Afghan security forces 
and the international troops who 
will continue to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with Afghanistan and 
against those who seek to under-
mine the nation’s legitimate gov-
ernment, Mattis said. 

He called on the Taliban to 
work honestly for a positive fu-
ture for the Afghan people.

“They need only to renounce 
violence and reject terrorism,” he 
added. “It’s a pretty low standard 
to join the political process.”

SECDEF: 
By Terri Moon Cronk
Defense Media Activity

U.S. stands by Afghan people after Taliban’s heinous acts

WASHINGTON — A bottom-up intel-
ligence review across the Army is now in 
progress and should wrap up by late sum-
mer, said Lt. Gen. Robert P. Ashley Jr., the 
G-2.

Ashley spoke April 19 at an Association 
of the United States Army breakfast titled, 
“Army Intelligence 2017-2025: Intelligence 
at the Speed of Mission Command.”

The bottom-up review, which he termed 
the “BUR,” is a survey that has been sent 
out to leaders not only in the intelligence 
community, but also to leaders in other 
branches across all components from bat-
talion-level to component commands.

Thousands of surveys have been sent out, 
he added, and thus far about 3,800 have 
been completed and returned. The effort is 
being led by the Army Training and Doc-
trine Command and the U.S. Army Intelli-
gence Center of Excellence.

The BUR, he said, will look at current ca-
pacity and capability gaps in areas of intel-
ligence and also at what capabilities will be 
needed in 2025.

One obvious gap, he pointed out, is in 
the area of open-source intelligence, which 
means collecting intelligence from public 
sources like social media and other outlets. 
“It’s a huge area for growth, but it’s not 
reflected in the force structure.” Tools and 
tradecraft for open-source intelligence need 
to be developed.

Among the areas the BUR is examining 
are mix and size of intelligence formations; 
interrogation; intelligence certification;, en-
hancement of counter-intelligence; collec-
tion management; future intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance capabilities; 
and geospatial intelligence.

Once the surveys are compiled, he said, 
the results will be presented to senior Army 
leaders to help them get a better under-
standing of where the Army is in relation to 
intelligence and readiness.

Ashley said leaders are also having ro-
bust discussions with their counterparts in 
the Special Operations community, along 
with sister services, most notably the Ma-
rine Corps.

Although the results of the surveys are 
still coming in and have yet to be compiled, 
Ashley provided his own personal survey of 
what he believes needs to be accomplished.

CONVERGENCE 
There needs to be a convergence of 

electronic warfare with signals intelli-
gence and cyber, he said. 

There also needs to be more cross-talk 
regarding integration of intelligence ca-
pabilities between the centers of excel-
lence for Cyber, Intelligence, Fires, and 
Mission Command.

Once intelligence is integrated, it will 
give Soldiers a better situational under-
standing of the battlefield and provide 
them useful information like kinetic tar-
geting solutions.

AIRBORNE ISR
The RAND Corporation has been asked 

to provide their analysis of airborne ISR, 
Ashley said. Topics include finding gaps 
in types of sensors needed, studying the 
right balance between manned and un-
manned systems, survivability of those 
systems, and unmanned aircraft system 
swarming using miniature UAS. 

In a parallel effort, the Air Force is also 
studying swarming, he added.

COGNITIVE OVERLOAD
The Soldier’s cognitive burden must 

be reduced, Ashley said. To do that re-
quires data automation. Once the data 
is automatically processed, it could be 
aggregated in such a way as to provide 
leaders with more options on courses of 
action to take.

That way, he added, instead of getting 
bogged down in the data, leaders can 
have more time to think about the prob-
lem they’re trying to solve and to better 
understand what they’re seeing.

ENCRYPTION
Advances in encryption are moving 

ahead with blinding speed, Ashley said. 
“At what point do we run into encryption 
that we cannot solve?”

MINIATURIZATION
The Army must find a way to cram 

more useful sensors and signals intelli-
gence into its airborne and ground plat-
forms, Ashley said. That will involve ad-
vances in miniaturization of components 
and data compression.

Ideally, intelligence collected on these 
platforms should be aggregated even be-
fore it is transmitted to analysts, a pro-
cess he termed “upstream fusion.” That 
would speed intelligence and would also 
solve the bandwidth demand problem, he 
added. “That’s a hard problem but one 
we’ve got to solve.”

X-FACTOR
The X-factor is the American Soldier, 

Ashley said. “It’s how we grow leaders; 
what we train our Soldiers to do from 
the youngest private to the most senior 
officer; how they look at and solve prob-
lems.”

The U.S. Army does that better than 
other armies, he asserted. 

DISRUPTIVE TECHNOLOGY
The pace of technological advance-

ment in recent years has been extraordi-
nary, Ashley said. The Army is always on 
the lookout for disruptive technology that 
will keep it ahead of other nations.

P. W. Singer, a strategist for the New 
America Foundation, was invited to 
an AUSA panel last year, Ashley said. 
Someone asked him this question: “What 
do you see on the horizon as that one dis-

ruptive technology that’s going to sepa-
rate us from other nations?”

His reply: “I really don’t see one – not 
right now.” 

Singer added that, for now, the best 
way forward is to more effectively use 
the technology available, along with 
emerging technology.

Ashley said the well-trained, well-led, 
smart American Soldier is key to making 
that happen.

By David Vergun
Army News Service
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Lt. Gen. Robert P. Ashley Jr., Army G-2, discusses 
an Army-wide, bottom-up intelligence review at an 
Association of the United States Army breakfast at 
AUSA headquarters in Arlington, Va., April 19. 

Army G-2: Bottom-up Army intelligence review under way

Photo by air forCe teCh. Sgt. brigitte N. braNtley

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis and Gen. John Nicholson, Resolute Support commander, meet with some of the mission’s 
senior leaders and command staff at the Resolute Support Headquarters in Kabul, Afghanistan, Monday. 



not be understated.
“The 14th Amendment was ratified in 1868 following the Civil War and implemented 

many of the key reasons that the Union fought against the Confederacy,” he said. “The 14th 
Amendment made clear that former slaves were now citizens of the United States.  It also 
includes an ‘Equal Protection Clause’ and a ‘Due Process Clause’ that are binding upon the 
states themselves.  In other words, each state must treat all citizens as equal before the law 
and no state could deprive any citizen of life, liberty or property without properly following 
the state’s own laws.  

“Before the 14th Amendment, the Constitution only explicitly applied to the federal gov-
ernment in these areas,” he added. “A concern about the rights and treatment of the former 
slaves who were becoming citizens of the nation led to these provisions being included in 
the 14th Amendment.  In the 20th and 21st centuries, the 14th Amendment formed the basis 
for major supreme court cases involving the racial integration of schools, abortion, same-sex 
marriage and many other matters.”

cent assignment as the Force Requirements 
Branch chief, G5 Plans Division with 1st 
Army Headquarters at Rock Island Arsenal 
in Rock Island, Illinois.

His Army career began in 1998 after grad-
uating and being commissioned from the Ri-
pon College Reserve Officer Training Corps, 
and he graduated from flight school in 1999 
as an OH-58D Kiowa Warrior pilot.

Tibbitts has served in multitude of assign-
ments across the U.S. and the world, and has 
been deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq in 
2004 and 2009, respectively.

He’s held multiple leadership positions 
throughout his career, from brigade Aviation 
officer for the 1-25th Stryker Brigade Com-
bat Team to doctrine branch chief for the Di-
rectorate of Training and Doctrine.

“I’m very humbled and honored to com-
mand this great organization,” said the in-
coming commander. “Diana and I are excit-
ed to be back at Fort Rucker and proud to be 
part of the 164th and 1-58th – thank you for 
this opportunity. It’s my honor to be a part of 

this team.”
That team was first constituted in 1968 

and has seen numerous deployments from 
Vietnam to Iraq. It has been reorganized and 
re-designated, but throughout remains to 
support the Army mission, something Ash-
burn said he witnessed firsthand during his 
time as commander.

“Thank you for your support and efforts 
to make this company-sized unit feel like 
a battalion. We always asked a lot of you 
and you always performed amazingly,” said 
Ashburn to the unit Soldiers. “It seems like 
just yesterday I was standing right here at 
this podium getting ready to join you in your 
ranks to get down to business.

“Two days later, you took me out to the 
field for a two-week exercise,” he continued. 
“We dodged tornadoes, we fought the cold, 
we fought the heat and we fought the no-
torious [lower Alabama] mosquitos through 
multiple [force training exercises]. Why did 
we do all that? Because we can never be too 
great. Push yourselves harder and be the 
best you can every day – I encourage you to 
continue to do that.”
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334-793-3045

KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dothan, Alabama

(Across From Eye Center South)
LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES & FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

YOUR FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED STORE FOR OVER 50 YEARS
Same Day Delivery • NatioNwiDe Service

Limited Quantities • Some One and Two of a Kind • Pictures Similar To Illustration
Floor Models • Demo’s • Scratch & Dent • Slightly Used

Low Price Policy
KING’S

Bring us the best price you can
find for any merchandise we

carry – if we don’t beat it, we’ll
give you the item FREE!

Easy Payment Plans

••••Lay-a-Way••••

2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dothan • 334-793-3045
All new merchandise
special purchase on

Whirlpool, Frigidaire
Appliances some new in

carton, some scratch
& dent, some one
& two of a kind.

NO
INTEREST FOR
90 DAYS W.A.C

bestbest
of the wi regrass

FRIGIDAIRE 20 CU. FT.
UPRIGHT FREEZER

No Frost, New in Carton.

Compare $699.

SALE
$599

NEW FRIGIDAIRE
18.0 CU. FT.

Refrigerator/Freezer
Across Top. Ice Maker Ready.

New in Carton No Frost. Was $549.

SALE
$41995

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

New in Carton,
Heavy Duty, Built In, Regular

Wash & Dry Cycle.
Compare at $335

SALE
$21895

LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES
& FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

April 27 th, 28 th, 29 th & May 1 st

HUNDREDS OF
UNADVERTISED

SPECIALS

14.0 CU. FT.
FRIGIDAIRE

CHEST FREEZER
Compare $448

SALE
$325

FRIGIDAIRE
26.0 CU. FT. SIDE BY SIDE

REFRIGERATOR
Cubed & Crushed Ice,

New in Carton. Was $1099

SALE
$788 BUNK

BEDS
Compare at $349.

Each$96

WHIRLPOOL WASHER
2 Speed 5 Cycle, 3 Temp,

3 Load Size. Compare $328

SALE
$269

WHIRLPOOL DRYER
Heavy Duty,

Commercial Design

SALE
$249

TRUCKLOAD SALE
2 PC LIVINGROOM SUITE

Sofa & Loveseat . Choice of
Patterns. Compare at $995

SALE
$39895

ALL DINING ROOM
FURNITURE PRICED TO MOVE

Table & 4 Chairs.
Prices start at

$139

4 PC. BEDROOM SUITE
Dresser, Headboard, Mirror, Chest. Was $499

SALE
$29995

FRIGIDAIRE
Front Load Washers

start at

$388
Front Load Dryers

start at

$288

AMANA
ELECTRIC RANGE

30 Inch, Plug In, Plug Out Burners,
New In Carton, Storage Drawer.
2 Big Burners, 2 Small Burners

Compare $450

SALE
$29595

RECLINERS
CHOICE OF PATTERNS

ALL
PRICED

TO MOVE

Twin..........Ea. Pc. $59.95
Full............Ea. Pc. $69.95
Queen.......Ea. Pc. $85.95
King...........Ea.Pc. $99.95

4 BIG
DAYS

MATTRESS
SALE

BRING YOUR
OWN TRUCK
AND SAVE

EVEN MORE!

Law Day
Continued from Page A1

1-58th
Continued from Page A1

VISIT AT ARmyFLIER.COm
pentagon spokesman 
updates public on Iraq, 
Syria, yemen operations

WASHINGTON – Coalition and U.S. 
strikes continue to aid progress against the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria in Iraq and 
Syria, and against al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula in Yemen, Pentagon spokesman 
Navy Capt. Jeff Davis said Monday.

Monday was Day 65 of the operation 
to liberate western Mosul in Iraq, he said, 
and Sunday Iraqi forces gained another 6 
square kilometers along the forward line of 
troops on the axis of attack moving from 
the south toward Mosul’s old city.

Members of the Iraqi Emergency Re-
sponse Division and the Federal Police 
maintained defensive positions along their 
eastern boundary and the Tigress River. 
The Counterterrorism Service also gained 
new ground and the Iraqi army’s 9th Divi-
sion continued to defend positions west of 
Mosul. 

Clearing operations continue in eastern 
Mosul, Davis reported.

SUPPORTING IRAQ OPERATIONS
“The total number of munitions deliv-

ered since Oct. 17 in support of operations 
to liberate Mosul is 22,107,” he added.

The munitions destroyed total 259 vehi-
cle-borne bombs, 638 buildings and facili-
ties, 209 tunnels, 684 vehicles, 914 bun-
kers, 38 anti-aircraft artillery systems, 542 
artillery and mortar systems, and 279 boats 
and barges, Davis said.

Sunday, coalition military forces con-
ducted seven strikes consisting of 49 en-
gagements against ISIS targets.

Near Rawah, a strike engaged an ISIS 
tactical unit and destroyed an ISIS staging 
area, according to a statement by Opera-
tion Inherent Resolve officials.

Near Mosul, the officials said, six strikes 
engaged five ISIS tactical units; destroyed 
11 fighting positions, eight heavy machine 
guns, four rocket-propelled grenade sys-
tems, two ISIS-held buildings, an ISIS-
held bridge and a vehicle-borne bomb; 
damaged 14 ISIS supply routes and a fight-
ing position; and suppressed four rocket 
teams, three mortar teams and an ISIS tac-
tical unit.

OPERATIONS IN SYRIA
In the fight for Raqqa in Syria, the Pen-

tagon spokesman said, Syrian Democratic 
Forces have liberated another 2 square 
kilometers in the Raqqa valley north and 
Tabqah areas, and in the Raqqa valley 
north on the western axis.

“The SDF is reporting large numbers of 
internally displaced persons fleeing ISIS-
held areas around there,” Davis added, not-
ing that ISIS does not control the Tabqah 
dam or the city but the city is almost en-
tirely surrounded.

In Syria yesterday, according to an OIR 

statement, coalition military forces con-
ducted 24 strikes consisting of 48 engage-
ments against ISIS targets.

Near Dayr Az Zawr, three strikes 
destroyed three ISIS wellheads. Near 
Palmyra, two strikes destroyed four fight-
ing positions and two ISIS shipping con-
tainers.

Near Raqqa, seven strikes engaged 
three ISIS tactical units and destroyed 
three fighting positions, a heavy machine 
gun, a tactical vehicle and an ISIS well-
head. And near Tabqah, 12 strikes en-
gaged 10 ISIS tactical units and destroyed 
12 fighting positions, a tactical vehicle, an 
ISIS vehicle, a heavy machine gun and a 
command-and-control node.

YEMEN OPERATIONS
U.S. forces conducted a strike April 18 

in the Ma’rib governorate against three al-
Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula terrorists, 
and another strike yesterday in the Shabwa 
governorate against eight al-Qaida in the 
Arabian Peninsula terrorists, Davis said.

“Since Feb. 28, we’ve conducted more 
than 80 precision strikes against AQAP 
militants, infrastructure, fighting positions 
and equipment, and we’ll continue to con-
duct operations including strikes against 
known terrorists,” he added.

Davis said U.S. forces are conducting 
a series of sustained operations in Yemen 
against al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula 
to degrade the group’s ability to coordi-
nate external terror attack operations and 
limit their ability to hold territory seized 
from the legitimate government of Yemen 
and use it as a safe haven for terror plot-
ting.

CENTCOM is still assessing the results 
of the most recent strikes, he said.

By Cheryl Pellerin
Defense Media Activity

Photo by Navy Chief Petty offiCer braNdoN 

Iraqi special operations forces members prepare 
to participate in training in Baghdad conducted 
by coalition members assigned to Combined Joint 
Special Operations Task Force Iraq April 17.
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
$161,800

NEW RESIDENT CONSTRUCTION
• Speculative • cuStom

• Small commercial
•metal BuildingS

• remodel/additionS
• inSurance claim aSSiStance

Owner is licensed residential home builder\REALTOR
in the state of Alabama.

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

GATEWAY ESTATES ~ $295,500

30± ACRES ~ $150,000

JUST LISTED ~ APRIL 20TH ~ $115,000

$45,900

REGENCY MANAGEMENT, INC.

347-0049

BRIARWOOD &
SHADY OAKS APTS

1 & 2 BEDROOMS

ONLY

FOR RENT

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

$185,000: Beautifully maintained home
with a new roof in 2013, HVAC in 2011,
updated kitchen with granite countertops, new
dishwasher, new refrigerator in 2015 & oven
in 2013. Absolutely move-in ready & a great
location convenient to Faulkner Gate, Holly
Hill Elem, Dauphin Jr & downtown Enterprise.
Some of the nice features include a beamed
cathedral ceiling in the family room, a separate
formal dining as well as an eat-in kitchen &
lots of counter space. Lovely screened in porch
overlooks the large backyard.

JAN SAWYER
334-406-2393

DIRECTIONS: From Boll Weevil Circle take Hwy 27N toward Ozark. Turn
left into the Clubview Estates subdivision on Candlewood Dr. Take first
left on Woodlawn, then right on Fernway. House will be on the right.

OPEN SUNDAY, APRIL 30TH

2:00PM-4:00PM

GRANITE
COUNTERTOPS!

LOVELY
SCREENED-IN

PORCH!

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

214 ASHBROOK ~ $289,880 3575 ± SF home with
5BR/3BA, huge 800 SF loft with 1 skylights &
an idyllic cul-de-sac location. Eat-in kitchen with
tons of natural light, wood cabinets, solid surface
countertops & breakfast bar. Master is spacious
with French doors leading to patio area, en suite
bath with a walk-in closet larger than my first
apartment. Car garage with tandem doors for easy drive through. Large
laundry room, pantry, lots of floored attic storage, covered patio with
ceiling fans & covered porch. CHERYL PICCININI 334-390-9612.
MLS# 20170728

125 PATRICIA LANE ~ $68,000: Looking for your
first home? Then start here in this 3BR/2BA
ranch home conveniently located near Ft Rucker.
For only $68,000 you can enjoy a living area with
fireplace, spacious bonus room, laundry room,
dining area adjacent to kitchen, covered porch,
patio & the joy of owning a home. Don't miss this
one! JUDY DUNN 334-301-5656. MLS# 20170717

117 PALISADE ~ $105,000: Location...Location!
Just a hop, skip & a jump to Ft Rucker! Great
starter home. No wasted space with this
homes floor plan. Updated kitchen with mini
tile backsplash at sink & cooktop. New light
fixtures in kitchen just add to the charm. Eat-in
kitchen is perfectly located for easy access
to den. Pantry. Wood laminate & vinyl flooring
throughout for easy clean up. Ceiling fans in
bedrooms. Stone wood burning fireplace is a fun focal point. Fenced
backyard. Freshly painted garage. Coat & linen closets.
SHAWN REEVES 334-475-6405. MLS# 20170732

811 GENEVA HIGHWAY SE ~ $85,000: Beautiful
intimate church that can be transformed into
anything with a little imagination. 2 buildings
sitting on approx. 5 lots. Great investment.
EDITH HALL 470-330-5959. MLS# 20170639

138 COMMONS ~ $76,500: Motivated seller &
property is tenant occupied until July 2017.
AGNES KARVONEN 334-406-9752.
MLS# 20170643

118 PALM DRIVE ~ $67,500: 2BR/2.5BA, good
investment & convenient to Ft Rucker.
FRAN CLAYTOR KALTENBAUGH 334-790-5973.
MLS# 20170713

210 CEDAR GROVE ~ $159,900: Great price for this traditional
home located on a well-established & desirable neighborhood,

very close to Ft Rucker. It features 3BR/2BA, big living area with
fireplace, dining area & an office space, all sitting on a big fenced

lot, with an inground pool
& plenty of space for other

outside activities. This is a VA
foreclosure to be sold "as is",
no repairs. Alabama Right of
Redemption will apply. NANCY
CAFIERO 334-389-1758 & BOB
KUYKENDALL 334-369-8534.

MLS# 20170702

118 COUNTY ROAD 748 ~ $239,500: Great brick home with
4BR/2.5BA, open floor plan
& convenient to Enterprise
& Ft Rucker. All new floor

covering, hardwood &
carpet!! Large fenced yard.

JACKIE THOMPSON
334-406-1231 & TERRI
AVERETT 334-406-2072.

MLS# 20170657

107 BLACKHAWK ~ $99,900: Great home for the price. Has
3BR/2BA, 2 large living areas, fireplace & kitchen with stainless

appliances. Large fenced-in backyard with a shed. Excellent
location, very close to Ft Rucker, schools, shopping areas &

downtown Enterprise.
VA foreclosure to be sold
"as is". Alabama Right of
Redemption will apply.

NANCY CAFIERO
334-389-1758 &
BOB KUYKENDALL
334-369-8534.

MLS# 20170679

AGNES KARVONEN 334-406-9752. MLS# 20170693

116 PALM DRIVE ~ $63,000: Wonderful
2BR/2.5 investment, minutes from Ft Rucker.
FRAN CLAYTOR KALTENBAUGH 334-790-5973.
MLS# 20170714

256 OAK HILL, OZARK ~ $129,000: Remodeled.
New paint in interior, plus new flooring. New
roof & water heater in March 2017. New
toilets. New stove & dishwasher. New 2" blinds
throughout. Some new light fixtures. New
landscaping & HVAC Compressor. Oversized
garage...approx. 750 SF of garage space.
Great sized pantry in kitchen providing tons of storage. Living room
has great view of backyard through sliding glass doors. Living room
opens to oversized back deck. Investors purchased & remodeled.
Foreclosure date 2-9-17. Shed sold "as is".
SHAWN REEVES 334-475-6405. MLS# 20170731

UNDER CONTRACT
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Armywide

FORT HUACHUCA, Arizona – The 
39th chief of staff of the Army visited 
Fort Huachuca April 19 to get a firsthand 
look at the missions and training at the 
post supporting the nation’s defense.

Gen. Mark A. Milley met with lead-
ers from the 2nd Battalion, 13th Avia-
tion Regiment; U.S. Army Intelligence 
Center of Excellence; Network Enter-
prise Technology Command; Electronic 
Proving Ground; Information Systems 
Engineering Command; the garrison; 
and others.

“One of the reasons I came down here 
was to see how I could expand and maxi-
mize the capabilities that Huachuca has 
for the current world situation,” Milley 
said. “You’ve got intelligence, you have 
NETCOM and cybersecurity here at Fort 
Huachuca.”

Milley said he had been to Fort Hua-
chuca before, but this day marked his first 
visit as the chief of staff of the Army. 

“We have Soldiers cycling through 
here at an industrial rate,” he said refer-
ring to the 10,000 Soldiers trained each 
year in military intelligence. 

“It’s not just Army Soldiers,” Milley 
said. “We train Air Force, Navy, Marine 
intelligence, as well as our allied partner 
nations. Intelligence is absolutely funda-
mental – critical for the success of the 
military operations. You can’t get there 
from here without intelligence.

“You have to understand the environ-
ment, understand the enemy. That’s ex-
actly what the Intel Center of Excellence 
does.”

After calling Fort Huachuca the “heart 
and soul of the intelligence community 
of the United States Army,” Milley went 

See readineSS, Page B4

VILSECK, Germany — Aviators from 2nd Bat-
talion, 10th Aviation Regiment, and 3-10th General 
Support Aviation Battalion, 10th Combat Aviation 
Brigade, 10th Mountain Division (LI), provided air-
assault capabilities to Soldiers from 3rd Squadron, 
2nd Cavalry Regiment, during training April 6 at 
Grafenwoehr Training Area.

The use of UH-60 Black Hawks and CH-47 Chi-
nooks to move ground troops during an exercise pro-
vided real-world movement technique capabilities to 
an ongoing defensive training being executed by 2nd 
Cav. Regt., said Capt. Trevor Roberts, a UH-60 Black 
Hawk pilot with A Company, 2-10th Avn. Regt.

“This helps build our interoperability by us work-
ing with 2nd Cav. Regt.,” he said. “We’re going 
to be supporting these same Soldiers during Saber 
Junction, so this ultimately enriches that mission, as 
well.”

By involving aircraft support, ground troops not 
only practice the proper procedures for loading and 
offloading aircraft in a controlled environment, but 
they are able to understand the sequence of events 
needed to call in the lift assets, Roberts added. 

With ground troops and air capabilities working 
in tandem, doing training that mimics real-world 
scenarios, Aviators and Soldiers both experience a 
growth in their knowledge base and expertise, he 
added. 

This leads to greater success during the larger ex-
ercises planned as part of Atlantic Resolve and fu-
ture conflicts in which the U.S. Army may find itself, 
said Capt. Russell Tabolt, 3rd Squadron “Lightning 
Troop” commander.

“This allows us to project our combat power much 
more quickly than we can on our Strykers,” he said. 
“Although we love our Strykers and we use them to 
their maximum potential, you can’t drive a Stryker as 
fast as you can (fly) a Black Hawk or a Chinook.”

After the troops left the pickup zone, they arrived 
quickly at their landing zone and rushed to their 
fighting positions. 

The helicopters departed, but the 2nd Cav. Regt. 
Soldiers’ day was far from done. They would com-
plete a 9-kilometer ruck march, facing various train-
ing scenarios along the way, before returning to 
Vilseck.

Chief of staff: 

Gen. Mark Milley, U.S. Army chief of staff, talks with Soldiers from the 2-13th Avn. Regt. regarding the 
Gray Eagle UAS during a visit to Fort Huachuca, Arizona, April 19. 

Photo By Lara Poirrier

By Spc. Thomas Scaggs
10th Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs

Soldiers from the DeGlopper Air Assault School, XVIII Airborne Corps, apply a static wand before connecting a sling load to the belly of a UH-60 
Black Hawk helicopter assigned to the 2nd Assault Helicopter Battalion, 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade on Fort Bragg, N.C., April 20. 

Photo By Sgt. Steven gaLimore

NO STATIC AT ALLVaLUe 
aDDeD

By Lara Poirrier
Fort Huachuca Public Affairs

Fort Huachuca vital to Army readiness, modernization

AL ASAD, Iraq – Soldiers with D 
Company, 10th Aviation Regiment, 
10th Mountain Division, give the 
Combined Joint Forces Land Com-
ponent Command – Operation In-
herent Resolve, fire support on the 
battlefield from the skies.

But they don’t fly UH-60 Black 
Hawks or AH-64 Apaches. They fly 
unmanned aircraft systems. 

More specifically, the team oper-
ate MQ-1C Gray Eagles, one of the 
larger U.S. Army unmanned aircrafts 
with a length of 28 feet and a 56-foot 
wingspan. The Gray Eagle is a ver-
satile, long-range, long-lasting force 
multiplier utilized to provide intel-
ligence, surveillance, target acquisi-
tion and attack reconnaissance, said 
Spc. Michael Scharp, a UAS opera-
tor 10th Avn. Regt.

According to Capt. Joshua Heiner, 
commander of D Co., his unit is in 
Iraq to provide dedicated and consis-
tent support to the coalition to help 
the government of Iraq defeat ISIS.

“Everything we do is to support 
the Iraqis,” Heiner said. “We are do-
ing very well considering the expe-
rience level, especially with these 
UAS being so new. We are a young 
group and the Gray Eagle is just as 
young.”

Heiner described his team as being 
very enthusiastic, and with most of 
his operators and maintainers being 
junior-enlisted, their age does not 
stop them from fulfilling their mis-
sion.

“Knowing that we are supporting 
the men and women on the ground 
push forward with their mission is 
the most rewarding part of this job,” 
said Sgt. Gabriel Garcia, a squad 
leader with D Co. 

Garcia referred to the nearly de-
cade old UAS as still being one of 
the latest and greatest piece of ma-
chinery to support the U.S. Army.

According to the Army’s fact sheet 
on the system, the Gray Eagle is a 
long-endurance platform, able to fly 
for nearly 27 hours at a time at speeds 
of up to 150 knots, while carrying up 
to four AGM-114 Hellfire missiles.

With the complexity of such a 
piece of equipment, the demand for 
its use is always high, Garcia said.

“Our days are extremely fast-
paced, all while paying close atten-
tion to details,” Garcia said. 

Their attention to detail is not 
limited to aviation – they must be 

By Spc. Derrik Tribbey
For Army News Service

10th Mountain soldiers give 
Coalition firepower in iraqi skies

See firePower, Page B4

A UH-60 Black Hawk from A Co., 2-10th Avn. Regt., arrives at the 
pickup zone at Grafenwoehr Training Area, Germany, April 6.

Photo By SPc. thomaS ScaggS 

The MQ-1C Gray Eagle. 
PhotoS By SPc. derrik triBBey 

Soldiers assigned to D Co., 10th Avn. Regt., 10th Mountain Division, deployed to Al Asad, Iraq, 
in support of Combined Joint Task Force -- Operation Inherent Resolve, provide fire support 
on the battlefield from the skies with the MQ-1C Gray Eagle. 

10th CAB helps ground 
forces project power 
more quickly



ANNOUNCEMENTS

AUCTION SALES

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

MERCHANDISE

HEALTH PRODUCTS

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

EMPLOYMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE & OFFICE WORK

GENERAL

PROTECTIVE SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

HOMES WITH ACREAGE

WATERFRONT

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES IN PARKS

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION

BOATS

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERSCLASSIFIEDS
WORK!!

Partial Estate Auction
Saturday April 29 @ 10:00 AM.
191 Laura Lane Newton, Al. ( Wicksburg).
For more information and pictures please
go to Auctionzip.com with auctioneer
ID # 13960. 10 percent buyers premium.

Cash or local check only.
(334) 797-0785

Auctioneer Col Larry Smith Al. lic. #916

Daylilies For Sale
3293 S. Rocky Creek
Rd. Ashford

Call 334-714-1039 or
334-714-4386

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

AKC LAB
PUPPIES!
Yellow & Black .

Good bloodlines. Males.
Ready Now! Call (334) 268-3171.

Lab/Shepherd, Tan/White Mix. Great Personality,
Loves ALL. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Mature Brindle Boxer/Pit. Call for a meet/Greet.
Waiting for a home. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Gorgeous Yellow Lab Mix. Playful, Loves dogs,
Water. Great Energy. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

BOOKKEEPER/PAYROLL CLERK
Local accounting firm has an immediate
opening for a full time experienced
bookkeeper with payroll experience to
handle monthly write-up, close-outs and
multiple payrolls. QuickBooks, MAS 90
and Accounting CS Software experience
is a plus. Competitive salary and benefits
include insurance, retirement and PTO.

Position will be filled quickly.
Send resume to Brunson, Wilkerson,
Bowden & Associates, PC, Attn: Lisa
Carnley, P.O. Box 311710, Enterprise,
AL 36331, or fax to 334-393-2194 or
email to lcarnley@bwbcpas.com.

Drivers, CDL-A:
Home EVERY Weekend!
Dedicated Southeast!

Walk Away Lease, No Money
Down. Drivers Average
$1500/WK. 855-200-8260

We provide a full range of employment
solutions that include full-time, temporary,
and part-time employment in a wide

range of positions, including professional,
commercial, and administrative.

∂ WELDERS
∂ MECHANICS
∂ GENERAL LABOR
∂ SKILLED CLERICAL
∂ INDUSTRIAL TECHNICIAN

APPLY ONLINE AT
WWW.EXPRESSPROS.COM/DOTHANAL
OR CALL US AT 334-671-1315

Applicantions are being accepted for a
Full-time and Part-time
Certified Police Officer
with the Level Plains Police Department
Paid Holidays, vacation, sick time, and
state retirement. Must be certified.

Please come by in person to apply
1708 Joe Bruer Rd, (Level Plains), AL
call 334-347-0422 or 334-347-0472
Equal Opportunity Employer.

2-10 acre tracks and 4½ acre track
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

25.677 Acres of Pasture Land w/ fish pond
178 acres +/- Farm Land and
working dirt pit and fish pond.
Located on Dunn Rd. Dothan

334-798-2761 or 334-790-6523

HORSE LOVERS
146 acres 30 minutes east of Dothan, south
of Early Co GA; home and guest house, pool,
new 11 stall metal horse barn. Good timber.
$675,000. Visit southernforestryrealty.com
Golden Farm for details. Call 229-246-5785

Beautiful Custom Built Home
FOR SALE BY OWNER

on Highlands Golf Course with amazing
lake views, 4BR/4BA, office,

bonus room, 3 car garage, covered
porches, with a huge patio. $449,500.
Call: 334-790-3900 or 334-797-3535

FSBO: $280,000 OBO 425 Caravella Dr.
4BR/3BA, 2743 sq. ft., 1 story, split floor plan,
fenced back yard, mud rm. inside laundry,
libary/office, sep. dining, 2-car garage,

kitchen appliances included, many extras!!

Call: 334-718-7271 or 334-792-5006.

FSBO: 3BR/2.5BA custom brick home
with 15AC. - M.O.L. fenced pasture.
Great country setting, large workshop,
other outside storage buildings, built in
appliances, gas/wood fireplace. Rehobeth
schools $239,000 By appointment
Call: 334-596-8878 / 334-793-3312.

FSBO Brick Home
3BR/1.5BA
Halls Mill Road,

Dothan. New AC, roof, flooring & tub
$75,000 Call 334-598-2356

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY APRIL 23RD

(2PM-5PM)
$131,500 2BR/2BA

126 Woodcreek Drive, Dothan, AL 36301.
Call 334-701-7979 for more info.

PERFECT SOUTHERN RETREAT

Custom Built Lodge & Party Barn on 290
Ac. w/ pines, hardwoods, creeks, 5 ac.
stocked pond, 110 acres of open field,
main house 3/2 consist 2245SF w/385SF
sunroom, 2 custom fireplaces, too many
amenities to list, 25 minutes to Dothan.
Call 334-589-3422 or visit www.zillow.com
1655 Co. Rd. 123, Columbia (Henry Cty.)
Fully Furnished including equipment.

Lg. 1.74 ac. Lot - White Oak Creek -
Eufaula 160 ft. water front, water, power &
septic tank, currently set up for camper,

has 2-decks, no boat dock
ONLY $95,000 334-798-0040

REDUCED!
This is a fantastic
property on beautiful
Compass Lake on a

peninsular. You have approx.
720’ of shoreline, extensive wood decks, boat

houses, grill house, covered dock,
and a 2 story home with 6 BR

Now only $405,000! Call Ouida Morris,
Century 21 Sunny South Properties

@850-209-4705

HEADLAND AREA
3BR/2BA Dbl. Wide - newly remodeled

Home & Land package
Owner Financing / Can lease to own.
$59,900 OBO Call: 386-312-6363

MOBILE HOME PARK FOR SALE
û10 trailers completely furnished with
septic tank for each one, 7 acres land.
Located in Wicksburg, great area!

Taking bids.
Call: 334-702-4539 or 334-714-3009.

Double Wide and Lot, 3BR/2BA
approx. 2 acres, Creative Financing,

Must see at 2014 Hwy 2,
Only 1 mile west of 231 Campbellton.

$69,900. 850-557-0658.

rWill pay top dollar
for used

$$$ MOBILE HOMES $$$
334-685-0889

16 FT Bass Boat
Pedastal seats, 88 HP Johnson, Motorguide trol-

ling motor. Well cared for! $4,500
334-687-7941

2008 Baja Outlaw ,
5.0 Mercruiser, 195 hours,
aluminum Tandem-axle
trailer $15,800 Call 334-

714-2469 or email mer_riley@yahoo.com

2011 Godfrey Pontoon Boat , Sweetwater Series
model 2086FC, 20ft, with 2011 4 stroke yamaha
60 HP motor, cover & trailer included $13,500
Call 334-805-3707

2008 Kenne r 18ft Boat
90HP Mercury, 2000ft
cartographery and depth
finder, 32’’ livewell, cock-

pit windshield, external steering, custom single
axle stell trailer with aluminum fenders, man-
ual wench, low hours and spare tire and many
more extras. $9,000 Call 941-268-4493

Key West 2007, 196 BR Bay Boat , 150HP Yamaha
outboard, HD trolling motor, aluminum trailer,
only 152 hours, always sheltered, exc. cond.
marine radio, FM/AM radio, GPS, fish finder,
many extras included. $19,900. Appoint. only.
Call 229-723-6527 leave message and phone
number, serious inquiries only. or email your
interest to: smueller@windstream.net ,

Royal Boat 2005 16ft, 60HP four stroke Mercury
engine with power tilt and trim, stick steering,
electric anchors, electric wench, hummingbird
798 color fish finder with GPS, equiped with rod
holders, trolling motor, excellent condition
$11,900 OBO. Call 334-618-7682

2006 Heartland 5th Wheel Camper , 36.5’ with 4
slides, 2 AC’s, 2 TV’s, washer and dryer hookup,
5kw Onan Generator, plus many extras, excel-
lent condition $21,000 Call 334-806-7578 or 334-
347-0415 no txt msg please. Phone Calls Only.

2015 Heartland Wilderness
Travel Trailer , Excellent condi-
tion, 1 owner: 3 slides (living,
kitchen & master closet),
power awning & slides, sleeps

6, 2 recliners, raise & lower TV console in living,
master br. w/TV, pantry, microwave, oven &
fridge. $25,000 MUST PICK UP! 334-805-0120.

Mountaineer 2004 5th Wheel Camper by Mon-
tana, 2 slides, sleeps 6, rear kitchen, new
13000BTU, shower, queen bed, ceiling fans, AC,
hitch included, 1 owner and lots of storage.
$10,000 Call 850-866-3049

Vintage Air Stream 1950’s camper trailer,
approx. 25 ft. long, inside completely refurbish-
ed. Includes vintage decor and furniture such
as iron bunk beds, also large tiki umbrella for
outside. $7000. OBO Call 334-355-1426 for pic-
tures or to see.

35 ft. Winnebago Adventure Motor Home
Class A, with only 40K original miles in good
condition with new commode, microwave,
6 new tires and tile in kitchen.
Recently had overhead resealed and genera-
tor rebuilt. Now in storage but glad to show!
334-678-7551 or 334-790-3253.

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $62,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Winnebago 1984 Class C , rebuilt generator, new
interior about 3 years old, new starter, needs
battery and tires. Been sitting up over 2 years.
$2200. 334-333-1291.

Construction Worker
Southeast Gas has an immediate opening for a
Construction Worker in its Dothan Office.

Job provides competitive pay and an excellent
benefit package: vacation, sick leave, employer paid benefits health insurance,

long term and short term disability plan, life insurance, retirement,
and 457 deferred compensation plan with employer match.

This job consists of installing, relocating, and abandoning gas services. Responsibilities
include, responding promptly to reports of gas leaks, conducting necessary maintenance
to repair leaks, and responding to emergencies. Additional responsibilities are assuring
proper maintenance on all valves, preparing main tie-ins, running main extensions and
service lines. Requirements for this position are the ability to operate heavy equipment,
a company vehicle, and to drive or ride for extended periods of time. This position will

involve lifting, bending, pushing, pulling, and walking across diverse terrain.
To qualify for this position, you must have two years related experience, a High School
Diploma or GED, and possession of a valid Alabama Driver’s License. The candidate will

be required to obtain a Commercial Driver’s License upon hire.

Interested applicants should apply at The Southeast Gas Office,
2390 Ross Clark Circle, Dothan, AL 36301 or submit a current
resume to Southeast Gas, Attention: Corporate Services,

P.O. Box 1338, Andalusia, AL 36420.
SEAGD is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action/Veterans/Disability Employer.

NOW HIRING FOR
MULTIPLE PRODUCTION

POSITIONS

Days, Evenings, Nights
Starting - $9.40 Max - $11.20
Benefits Include: Paid Holidays, Paid Vacation,
Health Insurance, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Life Insurance, 401(K) & Short Term Disability.

Must Be At Least 18 Years of Age.
Pre-Employment Drug Screen Required.

Dothan Location
808 Ross Clark Circle, NE, Dothan 36303

Jack (Enterprise) Location
1020 County Road 114, Jack 36346

Apply At Our Website:
www.waynefarms.com

"An Equal Opportunity Employer" M/F/D/V .

Chevrolet 1972 S10
Pickup: Blue. Long wheel
base. New 350 cubic inch
motor with less than
20,000 miles. Dual exhaust
with headers. Chrome
bumpers. Custom wheels.

Pioneer sound system and more. REAL CLEAN.
$9,500 firm (cash only). Call or text A.J. at (334)
369-9625

Chrystler 2003 300M, dark gray with leather in-
terior, power everything, sunroof, rebuilt en-
gine, chrome rims, good tires, excellent stereo
system, 3.5L 6 cyclinder. $2,800 Call 334-791-
9099

Inventory Reduction Sale
DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE ?
Good, Bad or No Credit?
*GUARANTEED APPROVAL
Pass, REPO, BK’S, SSI & VA OK.
Steve 334-803-9550 *Call for info.
Outlet Rental Car & Truck

Kia 2016 Rio , 4 doors, full warranty, MUST
SELL! $0 Down Take Payments Over $270
Month with Credit Union. Call Bob 850-693-1074
after 6pm. (Cottonwood, Al)

BMW 1995 R100RT:
Beautiful bike in near
showroom condition.
15,274 miles. Air cooled
1000cc horizontal twin
engine. Grey with white
pinstripes. Always

garaged. No mechanical issues, smooth
running. New tires. Heated grips. Flashers.
Complete set of luggage which was used very
little. Kriss headlight modulator. Luftmeister
kickstand extension to help extend from seated
position. BMW quality. $5250 334-403-4724

Harley Davidson 2001 Roadking Police Bike, 25k
miles, garage kept, windsheild and backrest,
saddle bags $6,900 Call 334-714-8534

Harley Davidson 1993 Fatboy , custom paint,
screaming eagle exhaust, S&S carburetion,
30k miles $6000. Call 334-447-1360 NICE!

FSBO: Ford Expedition 1997 XLT 5.4 engine,
tow package, black in color, 165K miles,
excellent condition. $5000. 334-792-4554.

Mercury 2007 Mountain-
eer Premier, loaded, sun-
roof, leather, 3rd row
seat, 123,000 mile, like
new .$8,595 Call 334-790-

7959.

Toyota 2013 4-Runner Limited LTD SUV
2 wheel drive, 1-owner, excellent condition.
Loaded, 39K miles, remote start, nav., rear vid-
eo, weather tech. mats, leather heated seats,
moon roof, met. gray, $28,000. 334-714-0865.

Dodge 1500 Ram, 2002, real clean, loaded,
excellent condition, 4-door, automatic. $5600.
334-347-6684 or 334-464-6976.
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BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

DETAILING

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

FENCING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS INSULATORS

INSURANCE

LAWN SERVICES

PAINTING

POOLS, SPAS & RELATED

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICE

Place your ad in our

Sales & Service
Directory

and grow your business!!!

CHAD’s USED CARS
û Buy Here û Pay Hereû
OVER 100 CARS to choose from
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s
Come spend your taxes with us!
We appreciate your business!

MORRISON Bush Hogging

$45. per hr. 2 hr. min.
334-200-5297

Licensed and Insured
û 4 Years Cutting In

The Wiregrass!

Housekeeping by Brook
Housekeeping û Gardening û Painting
Great References & Reasonable Rates
For: Ozark, Dothan & Enterprise areas!
r Mondays and Fridays Available

Call Today: 254-315-7434/ 334-237-8570

E & O Construction
CONCRETE WORK
specialize in driveways,
patios, slabs and more!
100 mile radius of Hartford

Call Eddie 334-464-8245 * Licensed & Bonded

334-492-2235
Free estimates • Dothan, aL

resiDentiaL and CommerCiaL
Licensed, Bonded and insured

H Workmans Comp and General Liability
Concrete Driveways, sidewalks, Curbs,
Concrete Parking Lots, Building slabs,
Any and All of Your Concrete Needs

Call Today “QuaLiTy ResuLTs”
Roy Poole, estimatoR • BRent Poole, owneR

PooLe
ConCReTe

ConTRaCToRs

AFFORDABLE

DETAILING & PAINTING
@ Interior - Exterior House painting
@ Also car detailing available.

334-547-3106 (FREE ESTIMATES)

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Skipper
Fence Repair
Service

Repair all type of
fencing. Install gates, dog pens,
new fence and can move fencing.

Thomas Skipper
334-258-3266 or 334-333-2303

ûû 35 YEARS EXP . ûû
FULL SERVICE COMPANY

*Ceiling fans *Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry *Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
odd jobs to big jobs

r Ask for Paul: HFHS LLC
locally owned 334-790-2659

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

Kay Shaughnessy Interiors
BLINDS & SHUTTER
IN-HOME REPAIRS
∂ Tilt Rods ∂ Connectors
∂ Magnets ∂ Tilt Cords
∂ Lift Cords ∂ Sales

Usually Only One Trip
r Call 334-618-2057 q

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR
Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û Water
Proofing & Insurance Work
(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards
References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

We are now pleased to offer our same
commitment to honesty , customer

service, and our attention to detail for all
of your remodeling and addition needs.
r FREE ESTIMATES

Please give us a call: David 334-726-5001
Scott 334-790-0709 or Brandy 334-790-9403

Who Can Fix It?
Cement Contractor
& Carpenter

∂ Brick ∂ Block ∂ Stone ∂ Steps
∂ Sidewalk & More

∂ Kitchens ∂ Bathrooms ∂ Decks
∂ Window Replacement & More

Free Quotes!!
Call Ken 334-282-5206

Semi-Retired 40yrs Exp.
Quality work at DISCOUNTED prices!

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist
Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows
Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

Griggs Lawn Care
FREE ESTIMATES
û Grass Cut û Mulching û
û Edging ûTrimming û

ûWeed Eating û and Yard Clean Up

Call: 334-379-5484 - Ozark , AL

LAWN PRO, LLC
NEED YOUR YARD CLEANED UP?
Give us a call for a free estimate

We also offer:
∂ Year Round Lawn Maintenance
∂ Hedge Trimming ∂ Chainsaw Work

∂ Flower Bed Work including new bedding,

etc... Call Josh at 334-726-8593
for a FREE ESTIMATE!

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.
r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn

for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC
"We Do More Than Cut Grass"

Commercial and Residential
∂ Fertilizer ∂ Lay Sod ∂ Minor Storm

Removal ∂ Leaf Removal
∂ Power Wash ∂ Vinyl Siding
∂ Interior/Exterior Painting
(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-699-2563
FREE ESTIMATES -

Licensed & Bonded.

T& T Lawn Service LLC
’We walk by faith not by sight’

We specialize in: ∂ Flower beds ∂ Mulching
∂ Pine Straw ∂ Sodding ∂ Hedge Trimming
∂ Fertilizing ∂ Commercial & Residential
FREE ESTIMATES - CALL 334-718-3673

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service
∂ Tree Removal

∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work
∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
† Interior † Exterior
† Pressure Washing
Specilize in Garage Floors
Free Estimates!
No job too small!!

( Licensed & Insured )

Call: 334-618-0134

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates ∂ 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

BAMA POOL SERVICES LLC
∂ Commercial & Residential Pools
∂ Salt System ∂ Pool Repair

∂ Vinyl Liner Installation & Repair
Locally licensed, Owned & Insured

Call 334-797-6998

NO CO-PAY • NO DEDUCTIBLES

AFFORDABLE HEALTH
INSURANCE PLAN

AFFORDABLE HEALTH
INSURANCE PLAN

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof @ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!
FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available
rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649 Licensed & Insured

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING
LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

@ Roofing
@ Eaves & Siding
@ Drives, Etc.
Roof Cleaning
Involves

No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING, INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL

Free Estimates
We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"

For Repairs and Leaks
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com
r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Withstand Winds
Up To 140 MPH

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A-1 Tree
Service

Licensed ∂ Bonded
Insured ∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation
Lawn Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing

Call for your FREE estimate!
334-400-4959

15% SPRING DISCOUNT! 30 years of Exp.
Accepting all major credit cards

Quality you can count on with people you can
trust for a price you can’t beat!

TRANSPORTATION

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS VANS WANTED AUTOS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

Need a New Home?
Check out the Classifieds

Dodge 1991 Dakota:
convertible, V-8 5.2L,
85k Miles, Automatic
transmission, very rare
truck. $2600 3343523259

Massey Ferguson Tractor 270, 1600 hrs.,
new tires, excellent condition and comes with
bush hog. $7900. 334-792-8018.

TRACTOR: Massey Ferguson 1966
35hp, 1840 hours, side dresser on 2 row
cultivator, Covington planters with fertilizer
hoppers on 2 row cultivator, 6 ft. disc. and slip
scoop $4000. 334-677-7748. Will text pictures.

Dodge 2013 Grand Caravan SXT: Handicapped
conversion by AMS with side power ramp.
29,600 miles, excellent condition $34,500.00
334-790-5764 or 334-693-2586

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
Call Jim 334-379-4953
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on to praise NETCOM.
“NETCOM plays a fundamental role 

in the training, organizing and equipping, 
but also the managing of the networks for 
the U.S. Army,” he said. “Fort Huachuca 
and those two organizations here are cen-
ters of gravity of two of the most impor-
tant functions for operating.” 

As chief of staff of the Army, Milley 
said in his role he has two fundamental 
tasks: the readiness of the current force 
and modernization. 

“We have an existing Army, consisting 

of the regular Army, the National Guard, 
the U.S. Army Reserves, and I have an 
obligation to the president, to Congress, 
to the American people to make sure that 
force is at a level of readiness that can 
deliver options for the president to use in 
the event of conflict,” he explained.

His second task is “to look at future 
readiness, which is commonly known as 
modernization,” Milley continued. “So 
we have to modernize and improve our 
current capabilities and adapt to what we 
predict will be a future operating envi-
ronment. And that translates into readi-
ness at some point in the future, say 10 to 

20 years from now.”
Milley said that Fort Huachuca plays 

a crucial role in achieving both of those 
tasks.

“Huachuca is the place that I lean on 
[Maj. Gen. Scott] Berrier to make sure 
we are producing trained and ready Sol-
diers, intelligence Soldiers to make sure 
we can handle the current operating envi-
ronment of today,” he said. 

“Then I lean on NETCOM to do the 
same thing. When [Maj. Gen. John] 
Baker comes to me, I want to know from 
him how are we doing in defending the 
network and our readiness for network 

operations.”
Milley said there will be dramatic 

changes to the combat environment in 
the years to come, and the Army must be 
prepared for more dense urban combat 
situations and changes in capabilities, 
technology and readiness.

“I’ve leaned on [team Huachuca] heav-
ily to help me understand what the future 
is going to be about,” Milley continued. 
“[Training and Doctrine Command] and 
specifically the folks here at Huachuca 
have helped me understand what the op-
erating environment is going to look like 
in 2025, 2030, 2040.”

technically knowledgeable as well. 
Garcia said the UAS is basically a computer being 

flown by several computers, which increases safety for 
service members.

“We don’t have to worry about a pilot putting their life 
in danger by flying into combat,” Garcia said.

Staff Sgt. Julio Matta, a standardization operator with 
10th Avn. Regt, said the system’s technological capabili-

ties provide a tremendous asset to the battlefield. 
“The ability for 24/7 coverage of the battlefield, to in-

clude reconnaissance and attacks, allows commanders of 
a higher echelon to track the changes on the battlefield,” 
Matta said.

A lot of planning and preparation goes into each mis-
sion, but it does not stop there, Matta said.

“While on missions, before missions, and even post-
missions, things change so rapidly that ‘game planning’ 
is non-stop,” Matta said.

The team will incorporate the weather, time and fuel 
into their extensive planning process because each envi-
ronment they fly in is dynamic, Scharp said.

Every situation the team has encountered provides its 
own set of challenges and obstacles that they must face 
and overcome, but the job demands are well worth it, 
Scharp said. 

“I love to fly and I get paid to serve in this capacity, 
which ensures my family is taken care of and I get to 
continue to serve my country,” Matta said.
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The MQ-1C Gray Eagle at Al Asad, Iraq.
Photo by SPc. Derrik tribbey 

dothaneagle.com/contests/nurses

SPONSORED BY

Now thru April 28, 2017

Nominate the nurse or nurses that
have made a difference in caring for

you or your loved ones, or professionals
that inspire you! Winning nurse will
receive a $50 Gift Card!

National Nurses Week is May 6-12
we want to show our appreciation with our

SALUTE TO

CONTEST



May is Asian-Pacific Heritage 
Month and people on Fort Ruck-
er will get the chance to experi-
ence the diversity of the various 
cultures during the Asian-Pacific 
Heritage Month kickoff event at 
the post exchange May 5 from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

During the event, people will 
have the opportunity to take part 
in themed activities, get a sam-
pling of authentic Asian cuisine 
and treat their ears to the sounds 
of the Far East, all while expand-
ing their minds to the diversity 
of the nation, something Sgt. 1st 
Class Matthew Castillo, 110th 
Aviation Brigade equal opportu-
nity adviser, said is a necessity.

“I think it’s very important, 
culturally, to educate the public 
– not just the Soldiers but the 
general public, as well,” he said. 
“I think there is a gap in cultural 
awareness as a whole and many 
times that can drive a wedge be-
tween different cultures.

“This is not about singling 
out a specific culture, but about 
educating the public to let people 
know that we’re all contributing 
to society, we’re on an equal plat-

form and have something to of-
fer,” he continued. “I think if we 
can bridge that gap, then we can 
make the world a better place.”

People will get a chance to 
help bridge that gap during the 
kickoff through participation by 
taking part in different activi-
ties, such as arts and crafts by the 
Confucius Institute of Troy Uni-
versity, including Chinese knot 
tying and Chinese calligraphy.

Attendees will also get the 
chance to view instrumental and 

dance performances, as well as 
sample different cuisines from a 
variety of Asian cultures.

During last year’s kickoff, 
James Denison, veteran, ex-
pressed the importance of em-
bracing different cultures to 
build stronger bonds through 
diversity.

“You need to have those dif-
ferent cultures and outlooks 
because I think that homogene-
ity can only breed ignorance,” 
he said during last year’s event. 

“There is always more than one 
way to look at a situation, and 
having the viewpoint of someone 
who comes from a completely 
different background than you is 
something that’s invaluable.

“There were so many times 
where we wouldn’t have thought 
out side of the box just because 
we never experienced anything 
other than what we know,” Deni-
son continued, referring to his 
time in service. “I think it’s great 
that we recognize this type of 
diversity. It’s not about celebrat-
ing what makes us different, but 
about celebrating what differ-
ences bring us together.”

The kickoff ceremony is one 
of many events throughout the 
observance month to help edu-
cate people on the importance of 
diversity and the role it plays in 
shaping the nation, said Castillo.

There will be a field trip to 
Troy University May 12 for up 
to 40 people to attend, including 
Soldiers and family members, to 
tour the Asian Art Park, which 
was constructed last year. Dur-
ing the visit, attendees will get 
the chance to tour the Confucius 
Institute, as well, and participate 
in a traditional tea ceremony.

There is no cost for the trip, 

but people should bring money 
for meals and any merchandise 
they wish to purchase. Spots are 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis.

For more information, call 
255-2669

May 19, people can bring their 
children to the Center Library 
where there will be an arts and 
crafts book reading at 10 a.m. 
Children will have the chance 
to participate in themed arts and 
crafts, as well as learn about 
Asian-Pacific American culture 
through reading, said Castillo.

The main observance for the 
month will take place May 22 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. at Wings 
Chapel with performances and 
guest speakers to highlight the 
importance of cultural awareness 
and the importance of diversity.

“When I became an [equal 
opportunity adviser], I never 
realized until I actually went to 
school and started learning about 
other cultures that everybody is 
similar in a lot of ways,” Castillo 
said. “I think people focus too 
much on the differences rather 
than focusing on the similari-
ties, and we need to be able to 
get past that to be able to come 
together.”
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CELEBRATING DIVERSITY
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Master Shifu and Po, characters from Disney’s Kung Fu Panda, visit with family 
members during the Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month kickoff celebration 
at the post exchange last year.

Photo by NathaN Pfau

Anthony Caceres, military family member, sprays his brother, Arnold Jr., as they play with dogs during 
Dog Days of Summer.

Fort Rucker’s Splash! Pool and 
Spray Park went to the dogs Satur-
day. And that resulted in a unanimous 
paws-up rating from the nearly 60 
four-legged family members who 
took part.

The Directorate of Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation hosted its second Dog 
Days of Summer at Splash! as a way 
to get people’s furry family members 
in on the fun before the park officially 
opens for the summer season, accord-
ing to Rob Koren, DFMWR aquatics 
manager.

“Last year, we offered one dog 
swim at the end of the summer season 
after the pool had closed to the public, 
so this year we decided that it went so 
well last year at the end that we’d try 
it out and do one again at the begin-
ning of the summer before we drain 
the pool to get it ready for opening,” 
he said..

The participation rate hit the atten-
dance mark he was hoping for, said 
Koren, adding that the event was a 
resounding success, partly due to the 
unique nature of the event.

 “This was a very unique program 
to the garrison,” he said. “There has 
been nothing like it done here until 
(last year) – these always seem to go 
over very well with the community.

“It’s something different and out 
of the norm, and it’s something that 
people aren’t used to seeing,” he con-
tinued. “People want to include their 
fur babies.”

Include their fur babies they did 
as people came out with dogs of all 
shapes and sizes to bask, play and 
swim in the pool and waters of the 
spray park, something Katherine Kel-
ly, military spouse, said she was happy 
to be a part of.

“There aren’t many opportunities to 
do something like this with your pets, 
so the fact that they offer this here is 
really refreshing,” she said. “Our dogs 
are basically family members to us, 
so we want to include them whenever 
we go on family outings and our dogs 
love getting in the water, so to be able 
to bring them here to play and swim 
with other dogs was a lot of fun. I only 
wish this was something they could 

offer throughout the year, but I’m just 
glad they had something to include 
our pets.”

Although family members were not 
allowed to swim in the pool with their 
four-legged counterparts, they were 
more than welcome to splash around 
with them in the spray park.

As much as Koren said he’d love to 
offer the program year round, due to 
safety and sanitary concerns, the event 
can only be offered at the beginning of 
the year before the park is drained and 
cleaned for the summer swim season, 
and again after the end of the swim 
season.

He said the event will return in all 
its furry glory at the end of season.

First Lt. Logan Pearce, D Co., 1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt., tosses a ball 
into the waters of Splash! Pool and Spray Park for his dog, Ray, to 
chase during Dog Days of Summer Saturday.

Photos by NathaN Pfau

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Dog Days of Summer earns rave reviews
4-PAWS UP!

W01 Arnold Caceres, B Co., 1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt., beckons his dog, Harley, over to 
the side of the pool.

Fort Rucker kicks off Asian/Pacific Islander Heritage Month

Dogs make their way back to dry land after retrieving balls.
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Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host Fort Rucker 

Right Arm Night today from 4-6 p.m. Right 
Arm Night is an Army tradition, promoting 
a night of camaraderie and esprit de corps 
as leaders come together and treat those 
who help them accomplish the mission. 
Complimentary appetizers will be served 
while supplies last. Right Arm Night is held 
every month, and both military and civil-
ians are welcome. 

For more information, call 255-0768. 

Newcomers welcome
A newcomers welcome is scheduled for 

Friday from 8:30-11 a.m. at The Landing. 
Active-duty military, spouses, foreign stu-
dents, Army civilians and family members 
are encouraged by post officials to attend 
the newcomers orientation. A free light 
breakfast and Starbucks coffee will be 
served. For free childcare, people can reg-
ister their children at the child development 
center by calling 255-3564. Reservations 
must be made 24 hours prior to the new-
comers welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

International Spouses Get Together
Army Community Service hosts its In-

ternational Spouses Get Together the first 
Friday of every month at 9 a.m. at the Allen 
Heights Community Center. According to 
ACS officials, the get together is a place for 
spouses to find support, and help with find-
ing resources for obtaining U.S. citizen-
ship, education, drivers licenses and more.  
Multilingual volunteers are available. 

For more information, call 255-3735. 

Book clubs
The Center Library hosts a book club 

for adults the third Tuesday of each month 
from 5-6 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served. 

The Center Library hosts a book club 
for teens the third Thursday of each month 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

Both clubs are open to authorized patrons. 
For more information, call 255-3885.

Law Day 
Center Library, in association with the 

Fort Rucker Office of the Staff Judge Advo-
cate, will host a Law Day activity Monday 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. for children and their 
families. The event will be open to autho-
rized patrons and be Exceptional Family 
Member Program friendly. 

For more information, visit the Center 
Library or call 255-3885.

Family game night
To help celebrate Children’s Book Week, 

the Center Library will host a family game 
night Tuesday from 4-6 p.m. for youth to 
play a wide variety of board games and 
video games. Light refreshments will be 
served. The event will be open to autho-
rized patrons and be Exceptional Family 
Member Program friendly. 

For more information, call 255-3885. 

Federal jobs workshop
Army Community Service will host its 

federal job workshop May 4 from 8 a.m. to 
noon in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. The work-
shop is aimed at getting people the infor-
mation they need to increase their federal 
employment possibilities. Participants will 
receive a free copy of Kathryn Troutman’s 
“Jobseeker’s Guide (7th Edition).” Reg-
istration is required two days prior to the 
workshop. Space is limited to the first 60 
people to register and the workshop is open 
to authorized patrons only. 

For more information or to register, call 
255-2594.

Get R.E.A.L.
Army Community Service Army Family 

Team Building will host its Get R.E.A.L. – 
Rucker Experience Army Learning – work-
shop May 8th from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at the Divots Conference Room at Silver 
Wings Golf Course. Free lunch and child-
care will be provided. Registration deadline 
is May 4. Topics will include acronyms, 
Army customs and courtesies, military 
rank, community resources and more. 

For registration and childcare informa-
tion, call 255-1429.

StoryWalk
As part of the Army Strong Balance, 

Activity, Nutrition, Determination and 
Strength program, the Center Library, in 

conjunction with the fitness center, will host 
a StoryWalk May 6 from 9-11 a.m. along 
the Beaver Lake trail. StoryWalk is an inno-
vative and delightful way for children and 
adults to enjoy reading and the outdoors at 
the same time, according to library officials. 
Laminated pages from a children’s book are 
attached to wooden stakes that are installed 
along an outdoor path. As participants stroll 
down the trail, they’re directed to the next 
page in the story. The event will be open 
to authorized patrons and be Exceptional 
Family Member Program friendly.

For more information, visit the library or 
call 255-3885.

Mother’s Day Craft
The Center Library will host a Mother’s 

Day craft session May 9 from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. for children ages 3-11. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Space will be limited 
to the first 40 children to register. The event 
will be open to authorized patrons and be 
Exceptional Family Member Program 
friendly. 

For more information or to register, visit 
the Center Library or call 255-3885. 

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readiness 

Program hosts orientation sessions monthly 
in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, 
in the Army Community Service multipur-
pose room, with the next session May 11. 
People who attend will meet in Rm. 350 at 
8:45 a.m. to fill out paperwork before going 
to the multipurpose room. The class will 
end at about 11:30 a.m. The sessions will 
inform people on the essentials of the pro-
gram and provide job search tips, as well. 
Advance registration is required and atten-
dance at a session is mandatory for partici-
pation in the program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Resilience workshop
Army Community Service will host resil-

ience training May 12 from 9-11:30 a.m. in 
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 350. People need to regis-
ter by May 11. The workshop is designed to 
provide family members and civilians with 
the tools they need to better cope with and 
overcome adversity and challenges, as well 
as perform better in stressful situations. The 
goal is for students to thrive when facing 
life challenges, not just bounce back, ac-
cording to ACS officials. This month will 
emphasize avoiding thinking traps, detect-
ing icebergs and energy management. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-3735.

Six Flags day trip
MWR Central will host a day trip to Six 

Flags in Atlanta, Georgia, May 13. The cost 
for the trip will be $80 per person, and will 
include admission ticket to the park and 
transportation. For more information or to 

register, call 255-2997 or 255-9517.

Youth center dinner, movie
The Fort Rucker Youth Center will take a 

field trip to Dothan for dinner and a movie 
May 13. The trip will leave for Dothan at 3 
p.m. be back at 9:30 p.m. Youth are respon-
sible for the cost of dinner and the movie. 
Youth must be a child and youth services 
member to participate – ages 11-18, grades 
six-12. 

For membership information or to sign-

up, call 255-9638.

Mother’s Day brunch
The Landing will host its Mother’s Day 

brunch May 14. The brunch will include: 
omelet bar, meat carving station, dessert bar 
and more. Each Mother will receive a free 
flower. Reservations are not required, but 
are highly encouraged. The brunch will be 
open to the public. 

For more information or to make a reser-
vation, call 255-0769.

FOrt ruCker Movie Schedule for April 27-30

TickeTs are $6 for adulTs and $5 for children, 12 and under. MiliTary i.d. card holders and Their guesTs are welcoMe. schedule subjecT To change. for More inforMaTion, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
SPoTLIGhT

Thursday, April 27 Friday, April 28 Saturday, April 29 Sunday, April 30

Logan (R) ........................................7 p.m.Get Out (R) ......................................7 p.m. Beauty and the Beast (PG) ............4 p.m.
The Shack (PG-13) .........................7 p.m.

Beauty and the Beast (PG) ............1 p.m.
Kong: Skull Island (PG-13) .............4 p.m.

The Landing will host Girls Night Out May 12 from 6-9 p.m. for an evening full of fashion, fun, and prizes, according to organizers. The event will feature 
a DJ providing entertainment and representatives from numerous organizations from throughout the community that cater to women. Prize drawings 
will be held throughout the evening, with a grand prize drawing at 9 p.m. People must be present to win prizes. The event is open to the public for 
women ages 18 and older. Tickets are on sale for $10 and are available at MWR Central, The Landing Zone, The Landing Catering Office, or the Coffee 
Zone at its Lyster and The Landing Zone locations. For more information, call 255-0769. Pictured is a scene from the Girls Night Out in January.

Photo by NathaN Pfau

Girls Night out



GAROUA, Cameroon — As the civil 
affairs team rolled up to a primary school 
in a thatched hut on the edge of a dry and 
barren field, rows of children in bright pur-
ple school uniforms stood outside and bel-
lowed a song to welcome the team’s first 
visit to the struggling school. 

Inside, thin walls of woven golden hay 
separated three classes of children who sat 
on logs or at crowded desks and faced the 
front toward chalkboards. 

It was above 100 degrees in the searing 
afternoon April 20, but there was no elec-
tricity to run fans, or any running water. 
When a student had to use the bathroom, 
they simply picked out a spot in the field 
behind the school. 

“It’s by far the worst school we’ve seen 
here in Cameroon,” said Sgt. 1st Class Sean 
Acosta, the NCO in charge of the team, 
which is attached to Task Force Toccoa, 
a 101stAirborne Division-led unit based 
in northern Cameroon. “There’s no hard 
structure at all.”

For American standards, the school 
would have failed countless health and 
safety codes. But with subsistence farming 
as the area’s main source of livelihood in a 
harsh climate, any funds to develop it are 
hard to come by.

After viewing each cramped classroom, 
a group of parents and village elders guided 
Acosta and others to a lone tree in the field. 
Under it, the shade provided a bit of relief 
as the local Cameroonians relayed their 
concerns to the Soldiers. 

Another issue brought up was students 
not being allowed to enter secondary 
school, since many of them do not have 
birth certificates – a requirement to move 
on to further education. The Soldiers dis-
covered that about 70 percent of local stu-
dents could not attend secondary school 
due to this rule. 

“Together with your government we’ll 
come up with a plan to help,” Acosta, 32, of 
Navarre, Florida, told the concerned villag-
ers. “We may not be able to fix everything, 
but we’d like to start trying to fix some 
things.”

EDUCATION AS A WEAPON
Two months earlier, Acosta and his four-

person crew, which make up Team 8321 
from the 83rd Civil Affairs Battalion’s B 
Company, arrived in Cameroon as part of 
the U.S. Army task force. Since 2015, Sol-
diers have been in the west African country 
to help its military defeat Boko Haram, a 
violent extremist group that has infiltrated 
the nation’s far north region. 

While U.S. Soldiers are not directly in 
the fight, they serve in a supporting role to 
Cameroon’s wartime efforts. For Acosta’s 
team, they’re tasked with engaging with lo-
cals to build partnerships and enhance ser-
vices, like education. 

“By improving the government’s ability 
to provide basic essential services to the lo-
cal population, it decreases the population’s 
willingness to turn to some other non-state 
actor that could provide those things to 
them,” he said, referring to Boko Haram. 

The day before, Cameroonian Col. Bar-
thelemy Tsilla, commander of the air base 
in Garoua, pointed to insufficient education 
as a factor in Boko Haram’s emergence in 
his country. 

“If a lot of children were involved in edu-
cation, they would know what is good or 
bad, and would think for themselves,” he 
said. 

The country’s adult literacy rate stands at 
71 percent, well below the world’s average 
of 85 percent, according to a 2016 UNICEF 
report. 

Tsilla’s unit currently flies fighter jets for 
air-to-ground combat missions against the 
extremist group, but education can be an-
other weapon, he said. 

“To fight against Boko Haram is to go 
first by arms, bombs and so on,” he said, 
“but the most important [way to fight] is 
the education of people who understand a 
better life.”

The education piece, though, can be 
greatly affected by the poor conditions 
found at many schools in northern Camer-
oon.

Boubakary Hary, a school inspector for 
one of Garoua’s city districts, noted that 
having no potable water in schools can 
force many children to go home early and 
not finish the day’s lessons. 

“It makes it difficult that during break 
periods, [students] rush back to their home 

to get food or water,” he said through a 
translator. “And as they live far from their 
school, they just go and don’t come back 
again.”

Hary, who works as a sort of a superin-
tendent of schools, showed Acosta’s team a 
few that he would like to see upgraded. 

Besides the school in the thatched hut, 
other schools also had major structure 
problems with holes in roofs and dirt floors, 
which are affecting the educational experi-
ence of local children. 

“Without those good structures put in 
place, the children’s books are always be-
ing destroyed,” Hary said. “They’re really 
facing a big problem of infrastructure in the 
schools.”

BEYOND SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
Army civil affairs teams have delivered 

desks and continue to give other supplies 
to Cameroonian schools, but that’s just a 
small portion of what they do. 

While cameras typically capture the side 
of civil affairs passing out donations, Acos-
ta said, as much as 75 percent of their job is 
done behind the scenes. 

“The donations are only part of it,” he 
said. “The majority of it is working though 
the host nation government here with their 
officials and helping them correct their 
processes or improve them, so education 
throughout Cameroon, specifically here in 
the north region in Garoua, is enhanced.”

With so many problems being seen at the 
schools, Acosta said, they plan to prioritize 
any possible solutions to them. 

“Everywhere you go in Cameroon, there 
are going to be issues,” he said. “By pri-
oritizing them, it helps us see which areas 
we’re going to help the most and which ar-
eas we can do the most for with the least 
amount of resources.”

If the local government doesn’t have the 
funds to pay to help the schools, the civil 
affairs may reach out to non-governmental 
organizations or interagency departments 
to get school projects rolling. There are also 
limited funds for civil affairs missions, but 
it can be a lengthy process to obtain them, 
he said. 

As the team’s medic, Spc. Sarah 
McElveen, 28, of Fayetteville, North Caro-
lina, can’t help but feel emotional at times 
during the school visits, she said. While 
Cameroon may have better health care than 
neighboring countries, the nation still deals 
with high rates of tropical diseases and 
youth mortality.

“It makes me sad that we can’t do more,” 
she said. “I know we’re doing the best we 
can for what we have, but there’s only so 
much we can do.”

She hopes the team’s efforts in the schools 
can improve – albeit on a small scale – chil-
dren’s health and thus extend their lives past 
the local area’s life expectancy of about 50 
years, she said. 

“If you think about that in American 
terms, you’re just starting to get your life 
together around 30 and then you get 10 
to 20 years of experience before your life 
ends,” she said. “So they’re missing out on 
another 20 to 30 years, potentially, if their 
standards weren’t improved.”

The mission also hits close to home for 

Acosta, who has four girls ages 4 to 9. 
“On a personal level, it’s very enriching 

to be able to go out and assist these kids,” 

he said. “I look at the young girls and it 
reminds me immediately of my four girls 
back at home.”
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Sgt. 1st Class Sean Acosta, the NCO in charge of an Army civil affairs team attached to Task Force Toccoa, interacts with students after his team passed 
out school supplies at a primary school. Soldiers traveling in local communities in Cameroon are required to wear civilian clothes as a force-protection 
measure. 

Photos by seaN KimmoNs

Students sit inside their primary school, a thatched hut with three classrooms, as an Army civil affairs 
team visits schools in northern Cameroon April 20. 

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service
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Soldiers help Cameroon deter Boko Haram
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Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner...

ANYT IME

Nothing could be finer...than eating at THE DINER!
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BURRITO

GAROUA, Cameroon – 
American and Cameroonian 
soldiers come from entirely 
separate parts of the world with 
distinct cultural differences. 
But Friday, they discovered 
something in common – the 
urge to beat their respective 
country’s air force when given 
the chance. 

A few days before, mem-
bers of Task Force Toccoa, a 
101st Airborne Division-led 
unit based in northern Cam-
eroon, built a basketball court 
with freshly painted lines and 
hoops weighed down by con-
crete blocks next to an active 
runway. 

They then invited Cameroon 
military members from the lo-
cal area for a basketball game to 
help foster better cohesion. 

“This is a chance for us to 
work side-by-side in something 
that is lighthearted,” said Maj. 
Max Ferguson, who heads the 
task force that supports Camer-
oon’s fight against Boko Haram, 
a violent extremist group in the 
country’s far north region. 

“We can get to know each 
other on a personal level,” he 
added, “and we can learn to re-
spect each other for our individ-
ual talents and not because my 
country told me to work along-
side yours.”

Wearing his black exer-
cise uniform with “Army” in 
bright yellow letters, Pfc. Dar-
ian Hampton, who does secu-
rity missions for the task force, 
joined a group of Cameroonian 
soldiers from the local gendar-
merie unit, the country’s para-
military force. 

While many of the host nation 
players spoke French, Hampton 
said there was still a universal 
language out on the court. 

“It was a little different than 
playing back at home, be-

cause you can’t communicate 
with them,” said Hampton, a 
22-year-old from Hagerstown, 
Maryland. “But with sports, 
there’s still a language without 
even speaking to each other. 
You can speak with the eyes, 
hand gestures and give them a 
thumbs up and they’ll under-
stand.”

Hampton, who played college 
ball for Robert Morris Univer-
sity in Pittsburgh, helped lead 
his team to a 62-43 victory over 
a team consisting of U.S. and 
Cameroonian airmen. 

No matter the country they 
were from, players said, the 
friendly rivalry between the 
army and air force was alive 
and well. 

“The rivalry is everywhere 
and it’s always nice to play 
against them,” Col. Nicholas 
Ngepi, the gendarmerie unit’s 
chief of staff, said of his air 
force counterparts. “It also feels 
good [to beat them].”

One of Ngepi’s troops, Alexis, 
had the game’s only slam dunk, 
which fired up the crowd of 
about 50 Americans and Cam-
eroonians at the task force’s 
contingency location, situated 
on the Garoua air base. 

“I appreciated the game,” he 
said. “I didn’t expect to see so 
much enthusiasm from the play-
ers and Americans.”

Alexis, whose favorite NBA 
player is Russell Westbrook of 
the Oklahoma City Thunder, 
said he has always admired the 
game, which is not as popular 
as soccer in his country. 

“I never dreamed I could play 
with Americans one day,” he 
said. “I’m happy I came.”

After the game’s initial suc-
cess, there’s talk of extending 
the bilateral competition to soc-
cer. Hampton said he’d be on 
board for it. 

“They live and breathe it,” he 
said of soccer. “That would be 
pretty nice to play a sport that 

we’re not used to playing every 
day.”

If that happens, the U.S. 
troops will have to be more pre-
pared since many of the Cam-
eroonian players performed 
better than expected during the 
basketball game. 

“I think everyone just as-
sumed that the U.S. players 
would carry the day going into 
today’s game,” Ferguson said. 
“When it comes to soccer/foot-
ball, we will definitely try to 
keep up with them.”

As for the basketball game’s 
final score, Ferguson said that 
wasn’t the point of having it. 

“Who cares who won today,” 
he said. “I was happy to see 
great plays on both sides [and] 
it well exceeded my expecta-
tions for cohesion.”

Alexis, a soldier with Cameroon’s gendarmerie force, soars in for a slam dunk during a basketball game with American and 
Cameroonian military members in Garoua, Cameroon, Friday.

Photo by seaN KimmoNs

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

SLAM DUNK
Basketball enhances U.S.-Cameroon military relations

American and Cameroonian military members play in a friendly basketball game.
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GAROUA, Cameroon – As a child, Kalcheinbe Sala-
mon’s world came crashing down when his father mur-
dered his mother. Devastated by the incident, he ran away 
from this northern Cameroon city to Yaounde, the coun-
try’s capital. 

He lived on the streets and scraped up a little cash push-
ing carts at a market before he found refuge at a group 
home for troubled youth. Years later, he returned to his 
hometown to live at a similar place, called the Sarre Ja-
baamma youth rehabilitation center.

A team of civil affairs Soldiers visited the center Satur-
day to pass out school supplies and food to Salamon and 
about 20 other at-risk youth. 

Today, Salamon is a young man at the age of 18 and is 
doing well in school, according to the center’s director. 
After he graduates from secondary school, he has dreams 
of attending college so he can help people as a doctor. 

“It has traumatized me,” he said through a translator 
about his mother’s death, “but all I’m focusing on now 
is for me not to be like my father and be a doctor some-
day.”

This is the sort of positive story Soldiers hope can 
spread to other youth in the local area. With Boko Haram 
and other violent extremist organizations preying on street 
children to join their ranks, any kid off the streets is a vic-
tory in itself, they say. 

“From a U.S. angle, that’s less children out on the 
streets who are less susceptible to any kind of recruitment 
from a VEO or any kind of nefarious act,” said Staff Sgt. 
Brandon Collins, a member of the 83rd Civil Affairs Bat-
talion’s Team 8321. 

The four-person team is assigned to Task Force Toc-
coa, a 101st Airborne Division-led unit that was created 
in 2015 to support Cameroon’s fight against Boko Haram, 
which currently carries out operations just north of Gar-
oua. 

The rehab center is located next to the Garoua air base, 
where the task force has set up a contingency location. A 
portion of the civil affairs mission is to ensure the area 
around the base is secure. One way to do that is to assist 
those in need. 

The humanitarian missions can also paint the U.S. Army 
as a friendly, caring force, which can then open avenues 
for new partnerships and persuade locals to come forward 
with information. 

“That’s part of our job at civil affairs, to ensure that 
U.S. operations don’t hamper the local population, but 
also that the local population has a positive image of the 
U.S.,” said Collins, 28, of Niles, Ohio. “Anytime we can 
go out and provide assistance, it enhances our relationship 
with the community.” 

As for the group home, Collins said his team will look 
to address specific issues there to keep more children off 
the streets.

“We’re also looking for various non-governmental or-
ganizations that could possibly provide any kind of aid, 
whether it’s monetary donations, food or clothing,” he 
said. 

While the rehab center gets some help from an Italian 
NGO, it still doesn’t get support from the Cameroonian 
government. As a result, it struggles to feed and clothe 
children as well as send them to school, which costs about 

$5 per child each year. 
“The state cannot finance services like this,” said Rob-

ert Awe, the home’s director. “If it wasn’t for the NGO, all 
of the children would be exposed to the streets.”

Awe estimates there are about 400 children living on 
the streets of Garoua. His group home can only handle 
up to two dozen of them, so he also conducts outreach 
projects to engage youth. 

Last year, Awe said, some homeless children were per-
suaded with money to leave the city with an unknown 
man. Later, he found out that the children had been re-
cruited to be fighters for Boko Haram. 

“It is something that has been going on [for some 
time],” he said through a translator. “That has been our 

main concern after getting this information.”
Awe and others have since stepped up their outreach, 

he said, so they can reduce the terrorist group’s recruiting 
pool. 

“We have been vigilant about this situation,” he said. 
“We are putting in more effort to talk to the children and 
tell them to be careful, to concentrate on their education, 
and not to go with people who they do not know.”

And since this issue can impact U.S. Army operations, 
the civil affairs mission plans to look deeper into extend-
ing the group home’s reach. 

“It helps our security posture and it helps the locals,” 
Collins said. “It’s a win-win situation to provide any kind 
of donations to organizations like this.”

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

Staff Sgt. Brandon Collins, a member of the 83rd Civil Affairs Battalion’s Team 8321, passes out snacks to the children of the Sarre Jabaamma youth 
rehabilitation center in Garoua, Cameroon, Saturday. 

Photo by seaN KimmoNs 

Soldiers work to slash terrorist recruiting

A child carries an armful of school supplies donated by an Army civil 
affairs team into the Sarre Jabaamma youth rehabilitation center. 

What’s For Lunch
Thank you for supporting these local area restaurants!

FAMILY MEDICAL
CLINIC

2
LOCATIONS

633 S. Union Ave.
Ozark, AL

1519 Andrews Ave.
Ozark, AL

• Urgent Care
• Family mediCine
• PediatriCs
• aviation mediCine

Two Locations:
• 5 N Pointe Pkwy,
Enterprise, AL 36330

• 1109 Boll Weevil Circle #1,
Enterprise, AL 36330

Phone: (334) 308-3238
Open Monday - Saturday
Lunch: 11-2 • Dinner: 5-9

Italian Restaurant

Try one
of these

Sgt. 1st Class Sean Acosta, the NCO in charge of the 83rd Civil Af-
fairs Battalion’s Team 8321, discusses the issues facing the Sarre 
Jabaamma youth rehabilitation center with its director.
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ANDALUSIA
ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 has regular 

meetings the second Monday of the month, starting at 6:30 
p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, call 222-
7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 hosts 
a dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 

Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday of 
the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served Sundays, and games 
and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings are open 
to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and hails and 
farewells.  For more information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 
598-6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of Commerce meets 
the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the Chamber 
of Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural and Convention 
Center. For more information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
APRIL 27-29 — Southeast Alabama Community Theatre 

will perform its production of “The Miracle Worker” at the 
Cultural Arts Center. Tickets are available online at www.
SEACT.com or by contacting the SEACT Office at 334-794-
0400. The SEACT office is open for ticket sales between 9 
a.m. and 1 p.m. and is located inside the Cultural Arts Center 
at 909 S. St. Andrews Street. Tickets are $19 for adults and 
$17 for students/seniors 65+/military with ID. Performances 
are at 7 p.m. – the lobby opens at 6 p.m. Reserved seating 
begins at 6:30 p.m. “The Miracle Worker” dramatizes the 
volatile relationship between the lonely teacher and her 
charge, according to organizers. Trapped in a silent world 
and unable to communicate, Helen is violent, spoiled and 
almost sub-human, and treated by her family as such. Only 
Annie realizes that there is a mind and spirit waiting to be 
rescued from the dark.

ONGOING — The Wiregrass Museum of Art’s spring 
exhibitions, including “From Here to There: Printmaking in 
Alabama” and “documentingBlues: Photography,” will run 
through June 24. The “Helen Keller Art Show of Alabama” 
will run through May 13. WMA’s galleries are open to the 
public Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Private tours and activities 
can be arranged by appointment on Mondays and Tuesdays. 

ENTERPRISE
ONGOING — To help veterans and their families fight 

back from service-related injuries, the Professional Golfers’ 
Association of America and the Veterans Administration have 
partnered up nationally to use golf as therapy. The national 
organization has a local chapter, PGA HOPE Wiregrass in 
Enterprise. The free program meets Mondays at 10 a.m. at 
Highland Oaks Golf Course. People who know veterans 

with service-related injuries, whether registered with the VA 
or not, can have them call PGA HOPE Wiregrass at 239-
272-7086 or visit the chapter’s Facebook page.

MAY 6 — The Enterprise Lion’s Club and the Wiregrass 
Wounded Veterans Committee will host the 15th annual Boll 
Weevil bicycle ride and 10K/3K run/walk. The event will 
include refreshments and support for bicycle riders, runners 
and walkers along the course, coupled with music and 
entertainment provided at the start and finish areas, where 
a variety of vendors will be set up, according to organizers. 
To register or to get further information on the Boll Weevil 
100, or to sponsor a wounded veteran participant, visit 
www.EnterpriseLionsClub.com. This year, all resources 
raised from the run will fund local vision needs. Free vision 
screenings will be available at First Methodist Church during 
registration May 5-6.

APRIL 27 — The Wiregrass-Enterprise Chapter of 
the National Active and Retired Federal Employees will 
hold its monthly lunch program at 11 a.m. at PoFolks 
Restaurant. Joan Newman, financial adviser, will be the 
guest speaker. She will discuss money management, 
financial goal setting, and techniques of beginning and 
continuing retirement savings for the NARFE membership. 
All federal employees, active or retired, are invited to 
attend the lunch programs regularly scheduled at 11 a.m. 
the fourth Thursday of each month at PoFolks. NARFE, 
the organization that supports the benefits of active and 
retired federal employees, schedules speakers to discuss 
these benefits and other information important to the 
membership. For more information, call 334-393-0492.

GENEVA
ONGOING — The Geneva County Relay for Life meets 

the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 
For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONGOING — Residents are invited to town hall meet-

ings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town 
Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
APRIL 27 — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 

will meet at 6 p.p. in the Senior Center, located one block 
behind the old police station. Food and drink will be served 
followed by regular chapter business. Veterans throughout 
the Wiregrass are invited to join as DAV or DAV Auxiliary. 
Current DAV members who wish to be considered for the 
upcoming year’s positions of commander, senior or junior 
vice or other positions  should submit their names to the 
chapter’s adjutant no later than May 25. Formal nominations 
will be conducted at the June 22 meeting and elections of 
new officers will be held at the July 27 meeting. For more 
information, call 334-718-5707.

ONGOING — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 
a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains a 
service office in the New Brockton Police Station at 706 

McKinnon Street. The office will assist veterans who were 
injured or disabled while in military service. DAV service 
officers help veterans and their spouses with disability 
compensation claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, death 
benefits, VA medical care, Social Security disability benefits, 
veterans job programs, homeless veterans services and other 
veteran services. All veteran services are provided free of 
charge. For more information, call 334-406-6700.  

OZARK
MAY 2 — At 4 p.m., the Ozark-Dale County Public 

Library will host an opening reception to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the United States’ entry into World War 
I. Featured display will highlight information and numerous 
contributions of Dale County’s Soldiers, to include a Dale 
County Gold Star Soldier gallery; photographs of Dale 
County Soldiers; WWI artifacts and a Dale County Soldier’s 
uniform; news clippings published in “The Southern Star” 
during1916-1918; correspondence to and from Soldiers 
serving on the battle front; genealogical list and information 
for over 750 Dale County Soldiers, including dates and 
places of birth, and dates and places of death, parents, place 
of burial (if known) and service records; and more. For more 
information, call 334-774-5480. Light refreshments will be 
served.

ONGOING — The Ann Rudd Art Center offers free art 
lessons for children ages 5 and older. The young student class 
is Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon, and the adult-teen class 
is from 12:30-3 p.m. Slots are on a first come, first served 
basis. For more information, call 774-7922.

PINCKARD
ONGOING — The public is invited to the Cross Country 

Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church. 

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
ONGOING — The Samson City Council meets monthly 

the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson 
Community Center. 

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 meets monthly 
on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY
ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust Company sponsors 

senior dance nights every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex is transformed 
into a dance hall and features music from the 40s, 50s, and 
60s with finger foods and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
 ONGOING — A German coffee takes place the last 

Thursday of every month except November at 10 a.m. at 
The Landing on Fort Rucker. The group has been meeting 
for more than 40 years.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would lIke to advertIse your event, emaIl JIm HugHes wItH all tHe detaIls at JHugHes@armyflIer.com.

Beyond Briefs
OCS reunion

The Army Officer Candidate School 75th 
Anniversary Celebration and Reunion is 
scheduled for May 7-11 in Columbus and 
Fort Benning, Georgia. The celebration 
represents all Army officers commissioned 
through any OCS, regardless of previous 
locations or branch affiliation, according to 
organizers. There will also be an OCS me-
morial dedication within the current OCS 
battalion area. The reunion will be con-
ducted at the Columbus Marriott Hotel, 800 
Front Avenue and on Fort Benning. 

For more information, call 813-917-4309 
or visit https://www.ocsalumni.org/events/
cart.php?id=1.

Garden in the Park
Opelika will host its Garden in the Park 

May 6 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Opelika 
Municipal Park. Garden in the Park is Ope-
lika’s annual art show featuring handmade 
and natural items. Items for sale include 
paintings, children clothes, paintings, yard 

art and jewelry. A variety of local groups 
will be performing on the stage throughout 
day, and there will also be children activi-
ties and food vendors. Tree seedlings will 
also be given away during Garden in the 
Park.There is no admission fee. All the fun 
happens at the Opelika Municipal Park! 

For more information, visit http://www.
keepopelikabeautiful.com/programs-
events.

Carver festival
Tuskegee will host its George Washing-

ton Carver Commemorative Festival May 
6 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at its Downtown 
on the Square. The annual community co-
sponsored event commemorates the life 
and work of Dr. George Washington Carver 
with music, arts, crafts and other multi-
generational activities, according to orga-
nizers.

For more information, call 334-727-7798, 
or visit http://www.carverfestival.org/.

Harriott II: Mother’s Day Brunch 
Cruise

Montgomery Parks and Recreation’se 

Harriott II riverboat will host a Mother’s 
Day cruise May 14 from 12:15-2:45 p.m. 
The cost is $46 for adults, and includes the 
cruise, live entertainment and brunch.  

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, call 334-625-2100 or visit http://
www.funinmontgomery.com/parks-items/
harriott-ii-riverboat.

Yatta Abba Day
Abbeville will host its Yatta Abba Day 

May 6 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Yatta Abba 
is the Creek Indian expression for “Grove 
of Dogwoods,” according to city officials. 
Each year, the community celebrates the 
beginning of spring and the blooming of 
the dogwoods with a local festival featuring 
entertainment, garden items, art, crafts, 
children’s activities and food vendors. 
Antique cars, including John Wayne’s 
custom-made station wagon, will also be 
on hand. The event is held annually on the 
first Saturday in May.

Jacksonian Guard Colors Ceremony
People are welcome to celebrate Florida 

becoming a U.S. territory in Pensacola, 

where the original ceremony took place on 
July 17, 1821. The Jacksonian Guard is a 
Pensacola re-enactment group of Jackso-
nian era and Spanish soldiers, fifers and 
drummers who perform a colors ceremony 
the third Saturday of each month at noon 
in Plaza Ferdinand on Palafox Street down-
town. 

For more information, visit https://
downtownpensacola.com/businesses/
jacksonian-guard.

River Jam Music Festival
Montgomery will host its free River Jam 

Music Festival May 12-13 presented by 
Wind Creek Montgomery and the Alabama 
Roots Music Society. May 12 at 6 p.m. at 
the Union Station Train Shed performers 
will be The 69 Band, Wyatt Edmundson 
and The John Bull Band. May 13 at

4:30 p.m. at the Riverfront Amphitheater 
performers will be Kirk J, Leah Seawright 
with March Hearnson, Mingo Fishtrap and 
Anders Osborne.

For more information, call 334-625-
2100 or visit  www.funinmontgomery.com/
announcements/river-jam.

Montgomery will host its free River Jam 
Music Festival May 12-13 presented by 
Wind Creek Montgomery and the Alabama 
Roots Music Society. May 12 at 6 p.m. at 
the Union Station Train Shed performers 
will be The 69 Band, Wyatt Edmundson 
and The John Bull Band. May 13 at

4:30 p.m. at the Riverfront Amphitheater 
performers will be Kirk J, Leah Seawright 
with March Hearnson, Mingo Fishtrap and 
Anders Osborne.

For more information, call 334-625-
2100 or visit  www.funinmontgomery.
com/announcements/river-jam.

Maxwell Air Force Base
Press Release

Montgomery hosts music festival
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Have a Family •	
disaster plan and 
supply kit. 
Build or identify a •	
safe room in your 
home. 
Purchase and use •	
a NOAA weather 
radio with a tone 
alert feature. This 
will alert you to 
warnings issued by 
your local National 
Weather Service 
office. 

ATLANTA – Retired Army Staff Sgt. 
Ryan M. Pitts has faced some daunting 
challenges in life.

In 2008, he was wounded in Afghani-
stan. He would later receive the Medal of 
Honor for the valor he displayed that day. 

The next challenge for him, he said, was 
the recovery process and transitioning, 
the latter a challenge faced by thousands 
of Soldiers every year who must adapt to 
civilian life.

Pitts spoke about those challenges April 
10 at a gathering of 50 Atlanta area corpo-
rate and civic leaders and 25 senior Army 
leaders during the Atlanta CEO Sympo-
sium at the Arthur M. Blank Family Foun-
dation.

DECIDING TO ENLIST
At age 17, Pitts said he decided to en-

list for “selfish reasons.” He needed tuition 
money for college, and he saw the Army as 
the best route to that cash.

“My thinking going into it was, ‘What 
am I going to get out of this experience?’” 
he said.

Upon telling friends and family that he 
had decided to enlist in the Army, their uni-
versal reaction was negative, he said. “Ev-
eryone I knew was against it.”

One of the comments that always stood 
out to him was, “You’re too smart for that.” 
It bothered him then and still bothers him 
today. He believes there’s a wide gap in un-
derstanding the Army between those who 
have served and those who haven’t.

ABOUT THE BATTLE
On July 13, 2008, Pitts was in the Way-

gal Valley of northeastern Afghanistan set-
ting up a small patrol base for an incoming 
unit. It was his second tour in Afghanistan 
and he was due to rotate stateside in two 
weeks after a 14-month deployment.

Shortly before the sun came up, he and 
49 paratroopers from 2nd Platoon, Cho-
sen Company, 2nd Battalion (Airborne), 
503rd Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne 
Brigade were attacked by over 200 enemy 
fighters, he said.

“They had the element of surprise,” he 
said. “They had the high ground. They had 
us surrounded. They had nearly every tacti-
cal advantage that by our doctrine said they 
should have wiped us off the map. But they 
didn’t.

“There were horrors that day,” he con-
tinued. “We lost guys. But we fought back 
as a team.”

The battle was high intensity, he said. “It 
felt like the air itself was exploding. Bul-
lets were falling like raindrops.”

Yet, each paratrooper put all he had into 
the fight, Pitts said. Running low on am-
munition, Soldiers scrambled to get more, 
exposing themselves to enemy fire in the 
process, but they did it because that’s what 
needed to be done.

A tow missile truck was struck by an en-
emy rocket, ejecting a flaming tow missile 
into a fighting position that had five or six 
Soldiers in it, Pitts said. One of the Sol-
diers grabbed the missile and ran out into 
the open to prevent it from exploding and 
killing his comrades. 

“He put it down and had the clarity to 
think that ‘if this thing cooks off, what’s 
a safe direction for it to fly?’” The Soldier 
then rejoined his comrades in the fight.

“This wasn’t just a few selected visuals,” 
Pitts added. “It was happening all over the 
place. All 49 gave it everything they had.”

Pitts said he keeps those memories with 
him and recalls everyone displaying “an 
absolute sense of duty.” 

Looking back on it, Pitts said that “the 
Medal of Honor for me was a capstone of 
my military career. It embodied the best 
people I’ve ever served with and all the 
great things instilled in us.”

Before the battle that day, Pitts had made 
up his mind to stay in the Army. His think-
ing about the Army had changed so much 
since he was a 17-year-old enlisting for the 
sole purpose of getting tuition for college.

Unfortunately, though, the wounds Pitts 
suffered meant that he would be medically 
retired.

TOUGH TRANSITION
After being medically evacuated to the 

U.S., Pitts said, he ended up at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C., 
“where doctors there did an incredible job 
of putting me back together.”

In addition to enduring the physical pain 
of recovery, he found it emotionally pain-
ful to be separated from the men he served 
with. “The guys that I served with, I’m 
closer than I am with my brother,” he said. 
“To be removed from that was challeng-
ing.”

But he realized it was time to transition 
and consider the next stage of his life. 

During that transition, he often sought 
reassurance in the words of his company 

commander to his men: “We never break 
contact. We never disengage from a fight. 
We might get knocked down. We might 
have to take a pause and re-attack, but we 
always keep moving forward.”

Whenever Pitts started feeling sorry for 
himself, he recalled those words and they 
gave him a sense of mission and hope.

After being released from Walter Reed, 
Pitts said, he “hit the ground running.” He 
went to the University of New Hampshire 
and earned a four-year degree in business.

He treated going to school as his mis-
sion, he said, attacking it every day with 
gusto. But he faced challenges as a college 
student, he said. “Military culture is very 
different from the collegial culture.”

As an example, he said, one day during 
a class presentation, he noticed another 
student was on Facebook and not paying 
attention. In the Army, Pitts said, it doesn’t 
matter who’s up front. “If they’re giving 
you a block of instruction, you’re supposed 
to respect what they have to say.”

That and other instances of college life 
“addled” him, he said, but he had two im-
portant things going for him that ultimately 
helped him transition successfully, gradu-
ate from college and then find a job in busi-
ness development for a computer software 
firm in Nashua, New Hampshire, where he 
currently works. 

First was his relationships with the men 
he served with. “My greatest obligation 
was to my brothers,” he said. “And that 
doesn’t end after our service.”

Those Soldiers he served with in Af-
ghanistan were spread out across the U.S., 
but they stay connected through social me-
dia. “We reach out when one of my broth-
ers is struggling,” he said.

“The second part of it is finding a mean-
ingful mission after the Army,” he ex-
plained, before thanking the industry lead-
ers in attendance for connecting veterans 
like him with those missions in their orga-
nizations.

Hiring veterans, Pitts told them, shouldn’t 
be seen as an act of charity in exchange for 
their service.

“I think it’s an opportunity,” Pitts said. 
“There’s a tremendous resource there. 
These are Soldiers who know how to work 
well together in diverse teams with limited 
resources to accomplish the mission and 
never break contact.”

As for that comment he had heard years 
ago that he was too smart to join the Army? 
He points out that, like him, many of the 
men he served with in Afghanistan ended 
up with successful careers after transition-
ing. One works at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory. Another is majoring in biome-
chanical engineering at the University of 
California at Berkley. Yet another attends 
Harvard Law School.

“That battle didn’t make them broken,” 
he concluded. “They carry those scars but 
those scars have healed, and they’re mov-
ing on and making a difference.”

MORE ABOUT PITTS’ MEDAL OF 
HONOR

President Barack Obama awarded Pitts 
the Medal of Honor in a ceremony at the 
White House, July 21, 2014.

In the summer of 2008, Pitts, then a ser-
geant, and his team were part of Operation 
“Rock Move,” which was meant to trans-
fer remaining forces and capability from 
Combat Outpost Bella to a new location 
on the outskirts of a village called Wanat. 
The new position was Vehicle Patrol Base 
Kahler. Combat Outpost Bella was to be 
closed.

On the morning of July 13, at about 4 
a.m., Pitts was manning Observation Post 
Topside, which was positioned east of the 
main base, and east of a bazaar and hotel 
complex in Wanat.

Shortly after, Soldiers conducting sur-
veillance identified potential insurgents. 
They put together a request for fire. But 
before that could happen, at about 4:20 
a.m., Soldiers heard machine-gun fire from 
the north. After that, the valley erupted in 
enemy fire.

Soldiers at Observation Post Topside 
were hit with small arms fire, rocket-pro-

pelled grenades and hand grenades. Pitts 
and six other paratroopers at Observation 
Post Topside were injured in the initial vol-
ley of enemy fire. Two paratroopers were 
killed. Pitts took grenade shrapnel in both 
legs and his left arm.

For more than an hour after, Pitts contin-
ued to fight and defend his position and his 
teammates, despite his injuries.

Throughout the battle, despite the loss 
of blood and severity of his wounds, Pitts’ 
incredible toughness, determination, and 
ability to communicate with leadership 
while under fire allowed U.S. forces to 
hold the observation post and turn the tide 
of the battle.

Without his ability to stay alert and fight 
while critically wounded, the enemy would 
have gained a foothold on high ground and 
inflicted significantly greater causalities 
onto the vehicle patrol base, and the enemy 
could have been in possession of the fallen 
Soldiers at the observation post.

Nine Soldiers – Spc. Sergio Abad, Cpl. 
Jonathan Ayers, Cpl. Jason Bogar, 1st Lt. 
Jonathan Brostrom, Sgt. Israel Garcia, Cpl. 
Jason Hovater, Cpl. Matthew Phillips, Cpl. 
Pruitt Rainey, and Cpl. Gunnar Zwilling – 
were killed in the battle.

PITTS’ OTHER AWARDS
Pitts’ other awards include the Bronze 

Star Medal with “V” Device, Purple Heart, 
Meritorious Service Medal, and Army 
Commendation Medal with three Bronze 
Oak Leaf Clusters.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Retired Staff Sgt. Ryan Pitts joined the Army in 2003 at the age of 17. Pitts deployed twice to Afghanistan. His first deployment in 2005 lasted 12 months. His final 
deployment spanned 15 months beginning in 2007. Pitts departed the active-duty Army in 2009.

army Photo
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USKA
SUMMER KARATE CAMP
Experience an exciting adventure in the USKA Summer Karate
camp. Your kids will enjoy weekly Karate Classes & Video Games.
Including Basketball, Softball, Inflatable & BBQ at the Park. Wait
there’s more! Weekly Movies at the Theatre, Bowling, Music
Classes and much more. Invite your friends to attend and have a

summer you will never forget.

BEGINS
MAY 30, 2017

THROUGH
JULY 28, 2017

7:30 AM - 5:30 PM

SIGN UP

TODAY!

1145 James Drive • enterprise, aL
(BehinD harBour Freight & Dirt Cheap) 334-475-4308

www.sCorpionkarate1.Com

SUMMER
CAMP
OPEN TO
PUBLIC
BRING
YOUR
FRIENDS

LOW
AS

$65
WEEKLY

Medal of Honor recipient recalls challenges of returning to civilian life
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As the swim season gets closer and 
more people take to the waterways, 
lifeguards can be the lifeline people 
need, and Fort Rucker offers courses 
to get people on track to saving lives 
when it comes to aquatic activities.

The Directorate of Family, Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation sports, fitness 
and aquatics branch offers lifeguard 
certification courses throughout the 
summer that provide unique oppor-
tunities for those looking for summer 
employment, according to Rob Ko-
ren, DFMWR aquatics manager.

All lifeguard candidates must be at 
least 15 years of age or old, and the 
courses are offered in two types: a 
first-time certification course and full 
lifeguard training course.

For the full lifeguard training course 
the cost is $125 for military and DOD 
ID card holders, and $150 for the gen-
eral public. For re-certification cours-
es, the cost is $75 for all participants.

Before candidates can complete 
the course, they must be able to pass 
a prerequisite skills challenge on the 
first day of the course, which includes: 
swimming 550-meters continuously 
using the breaststroke or front crawl; 
tread water for two minutes using no 
hands; swim 20-meters, surface dive 
to 10 feet, retrieve a 10-pound brick 
and swim back to a starting point; 
and swim five yards underwater and 
retrieve three diving rings placed five 
yards apart, resurface, then swim an-
other five yards.

These prerequisites are in place to 
make sure that lifeguards are able to 
perform their duties in potentially life-
threatening situations, said Koren.

“The safety of our patrons and em-
ployees alike is Fort Rucker Aquatics’ 
No. 1 priority,” he said. “It is impera-
tive that lifeguards receive the proper 
training and are held accountable to 
that training once certified.

“All aquatics staff must be certified 
in regular lifeguarding, waterfront 

lifeguarding and waterpark lifeguard-
ing,” he continued. “They also require 
training for CPR and AED for profes-
sional rescuers, first aid and prevent-
ing disease transmission: bloodborne 
pathogens.”

Additionally, Fort Rucker aquat-
ics staff are also mandated to attend 
four hours of mandatory in-service 
training each month to keep skills and 
knowledge sharp for when they are 
needed the most.

Once fully trained, lifeguards are 
expected not only to provide a sense 
of security and employ life-saving 
techniques if necessary, but must also 
conduct other duties, including facili-
ty safety inspections, water chemistry 
readings, light pool circulation system 
maintenance and more.

Lifeguard courses will be held on 
the following dates and times.

May 6-7, recertification course • 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
May 12-14, 20 and 21, full course • 
from 4-7 p.m. on Fridays, and 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays.
June 5-9, full course from 8 a.m. • 
to 5 p.m., Mondays-Fridays

Once they pass the course and earn 
certification, newly certified life-
guards have the opportunity to apply 
at any aquatic facility that accepts 

American Red Cross certifications, 
said Koren.

“Here at Fort Rucker Aquatics, we 
jump to hire the lifeguards we train 
because we know they were trained 
the proper way and already have an 
insight as to how we run our opera-
tions,” he said. “We strongly encour-
age all lifeguard course candidates 
to apply with Fort Rucker aquatics 
after the completion of their training 
course.”

Although lifeguards are on duty to 
ensure the safety of those swimming 
in the waters on Fort Rucker, safety is 
also the responsibility of patrons, said 
Koren.

“Never swim alone – always swim 
with a partner or in a supervised area, 
if possible,” he said. “This way, in the 
event that something was to happen, 
someone is there who can either ren-
der care or get someone who can.”

People should also stay hydrated 
and apply sunscreen regularly to avoid 
sunburns and sun poisoning, he said.

“Parents, please watch your chil-
dren,” said the aquatics manager. 
“Lifeguards are present at most 
aquatics venues to ensure patrons 
safety and wellbeing. With that be-
ing said, please do not mistake the 
lifeguards on duty for a temporary 
babysitter.
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Health face of defense
Army nurse shares insights 
from cancer fight 
story on Page d3and Fitness

Soldiers, families and civil-
ians made the most of a sunny 
afternoon during the third an-
nual Fort Rucker Fit Fest Health 
Fair Friday at the Fort Rucker 
festival fields.

Businesses and groups from 
Fort Rucker and the surrounding 
Wiregrass area offered attend-
ees group games, activities and 
health information. Among the 
approximate 35 vendors on-site 
were the Fort Rucker Director-
ate of Family, and Morale, Wel-
fare and Recreation; Women’s 
Health Care of Dothan; Ameri-
can Family Care and many oth-
ers.

“Fit Fest is designed to help 
improve readiness across the 
installation, assess health of our 
Soldiers, provide awareness of 
community wellness resources 
and promote team building,” 
said Capt. Pamela Francis, chief 
of preventive medicine at Lyster 
Army Health Clinic. 

Soldiers were able to compete 
in interactive physical chal-

lenges during the event, such as 
planking and burpees, which got 
participants active and cheering 

on one another. 
Staff Sgt. Mkadaquet Genere-

aux won the planking challenge, 

holding strong for nearly seven 
minutes. “I have two children, 
so staying healthy and fit is im-

portant for me, and for them as 
they get older. I want to set a 
good example for them,” said 
Genereaux.

Lt. Col. James Nolin, deputy 
of nursing at LAHC, said from a 
military standpoint events such 
as Fit Fest help improve Soldier 
and family readiness. 

“Being healthy is important 
for overall quality of life for 
everyone,” said Nolin. “Mak-
ing sure our Soldiers and their 
families are safe, healthy and 
fit directly contributes to health 
readiness overall. Fit Fest is a 
fun, interactive way to reach out 
and provide knowledge on ways 
to improve health and fitness.”

Fit Fest is just one way for 
Fort Rucker community mem-
bers to make a difference in their 
health and their families’ health. 
Throughout the entire year, Fort 
Rucker and LAHC offer healthy 
events, cooking classes and ac-
tivities, such as races, Zumba 
and yoga. Making good health 
decisions, even if they are small, 
can help add up to bigger posi-
tive lifestyle changes, Nolin 
said.

Staff Sgt. Mkadaquet Genereaux is cheered on by his fellow Soldiers during a plank challenge during Fort Rucker Fit Fest April 21. 

Photo by Jenny StriPling

By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Public Affairs Officer

imroving readiness

building lifesavers

Fort Rucker hosts 3rd annual Fit Fest

Addison Nix, civilian, swims with a 10-pound weight on her chest during a prerequisite 
skills check for a lifeguard certification course Friday.

Photo by nathan Pfau

Lifeguard courses give participants inside track to employment

Are you looking to take control of your health 
and general well-being, but need extra support to 
get started? Visiting the Fort Rucker Army Well-
ness Center may be the answer.

The AWC at Fort Rucker provides active-duty 
Soldiers, Reserve and National Guard Soldiers, 
family members, military retirees, and Department 
of the Army civilians with free primary prevention 
programs and services that promote enhanced and 
sustained healthy lifestyles to improve their over-
all well-being. 

AWC is equipped with state-of-the-art equip-
ment and a professional staff that run a variety 
of assessments and tests to help create an action 
plan, and provide you with tools and educational 
classes, so you can be on your way to better health. 
The AWC approach is holistic, taking into account 
all of an individual’s physical, psychological and 
social circumstances to meet individualized goals 
in both health and fitness.

“The AWC is here to help achieve both Soldier 
and family readiness,” said Anna Schwartz, project 
lead of the AWC. “It is imperative that both are 
always ready. The AWC provides individuals in-
formation about themselves and empowers them to 
achieve their wellness goals. All of our services are 
individualized. When you visit us, you’re going to 
get a tailored plan just for you.”

Examples of services provided at the AWC include 
health assessment, biometric screening, exercise 
testing, exercise prescription, body composition 
analysis, metabolic testing, biofeedback, wellness 
coaching, and education in healthy nutrition, weight 

army Wellness 
Center services 
provide improved 
health, wellness 
By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic
Public Affairs Officer

See wellneSS, Page D3

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Speedboats race across the waters of Lake Tholocco, reaching speeds of up to 100 miles per hour during Thunder on Tholocco 
Saturday.

Photo by nathan Pfau

thunder on tholocco

Metabolic testing is just one service provided by the Fort 
Rucker Army Wellness Center. 

Photo by Jenny StriPling
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FORT BLISS, Texas — Capt. 
Kelly Elmlinger, a military nurse 
and cancer survivor, shared a 
story of resilience and recovery 
during her battle with cancer 
with William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center nurses April 6.

Elmlinger said she had always 
been athletic. She participated in 
various high school sports and 
was even awarded a scholarship 
based off her athleticism.

But Elmlinger had other plans. 
In 1998, she enlisted in the Army 
as a combat medic and deployed 
three times – twice to Iraq and 
once to Afghanistan – with the 
82nd Airborne Division.

“Our main mission was 
downed aircraft recovery,” 
said Elmlinger, a native of At-
tica, Ohio. “The experience pro-
foundly impacted what I wanted 
to do.”

FROM MEDIC TO NURSE
After years of back-to-back 

deployments, Elmlinger changed 
her role from caring for Sol-
diers on the battlefield to caring 
for them in military treatment 
facilities. Elmlinger decided to 
become an Army nurse and give 
back to wounded warriors.

“I wanted to care for wounded 
warriors; it was my mission,” 
Elmlinger said. “I wanted to 
give back that understanding of 

battlefield experience.”
What Elmlinger didn’t expect 

to get from her new position was 
resiliency training for her own 
ordeal. What had been a long-
time bothersome pain in her left 
shin area was diagnosed as syn-
ovial sarcoma, a rare soft-tissue 
cancer.

“[The cancer] wasn’t on any-
body’s radar of what they were 
thinking it was,” Elmlinger said. 

“I knew, at that point, based on 
all the people I had been taking 
care of, that this was a game-
changer.”

MAKING A DECISION
Following her diagnosis, Elm-

linger was given two choices: 
limb salvage or amputation of 
her left leg. Because of her love 
of physical activity, Elmlinger 
decided to attempt limb salvage. 

After recovering, she went on 
to participate on the Army team 
during the 2014 and 2015 De-
partment of Defense Warrior 
Games in various events. Yet 
she still felt like something was 
missing.

“When I started competing, I 
was still trying to figure out who 
I was: a new identity, a wounded 
warrior, an adaptive athlete – all 
these different things,” she said. 

“I didn’t even know what my ca-
pabilities were. I knew there was 
more. There was more to what 
I can be. More to my potential, 
more that I can do and give back 
to others. I wanted to go all in 
to keep my leg before I said I’m 
done. It took me a while to get 
there, but I was dragging around 
dead weight.”

Because of her experience with 
limb salvage, Elmlinger opted to 
amputate her left leg for a better 
quality of life.

RECOVERY
“I don’t regret it [the amputa-

tion],” Elmlinger said. “It’s been 
quite painful to use a prosthetic, 
but I still wouldn’t have chosen 
differently.”

She credits her participation 
in adaptive sports as helping her 
heal and move forward.

Elmlinger’s personal account 
of resilience and perseverance 
resonated with the medical staff 
of WBAMC’s surgical ward. 
These professionals regularly 
care for patients recovering from 
amputations and other trauma-
related incidents.

“[Elmlinger] shared stories not 
only as a cancer survivor, but as 
a Soldier,” said 1st Lt. Rochelle 
Castro, a staff nurse in the surgi-
cal ward. “Her story is undoubt-
edly one all health care providers 
can learn from. She presented an 
understanding of the challenges 
and fears that many patients 
face.”
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Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Tactical Throwdown 

The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will host 
its Tactical Throwdown first quarter challenge May 
8-12. Participation in the challenge is free and open to 
all Fort Rucker active-duty Soldiers. Official attempts 
will be conducted during posted dates and times, or 
by appointment with functional fitness specialists. Of-
ficial rules for each challenge will be posted after the 
previous quarter’s challenge has been completed. 

For more information and a complete listing of 
challenge rules, call 255-2296.

Free fitness classes
For Military Spouses Day and Mother’s Day, 

the Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center will 
offer free fitness classes May 12.This is a Strong 
B.A.N.D.S. event, so people who pick up a ticket at 
the event will be entered into a drawing. People who 
go to all the Strong B.A.N.D.S. events will be eligible 
to win a grand prize. People can bring their tickets to 
the last event, the spin challenge or to Fortenberry-

Colton PFC for the drawing. For more information, 
call 255-3794.

Spin Challenge
People can challenge themselves at the two-hour 

spin challenge beginning at 5:30 p.m. May 23 at 
Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center. The 
cost is $3.50 or a card punch. The event is open to 
all authorized patrons. Refreshments will be available 
and all participants will be entered into the Strong 
B.A.N.D.S. drawing for the opportunity to win a 
prize. 

For more information, call 255-3794.

Gobbler Classic Turkey Hunt
Outdoor recreation hosts its Gobbler Classic Tur-

key Hunt now through Sunday. The entry fee is $25 
and participants must have an Alabama State All 
Game License, Fort Rucker Post Hunting Permit and 
Hunter Education Completion Card. Alabama State 
Regulation and Fort Rucker Regulation 215-1 apply. 

The turkey must be harvested on Fort Rucker to quali-
fy. People can register at ODR or MWR Central. 

For more information, call 255-4305 or 255-2997.

Fort Rucker 10-Mile Run Off and Team Relay
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will 

host the 10-Mile Run Off and Team Relay Saturday. 
Awards will be given out in various individual and 
team categories. Participants are encouraged to pre-
register at either of the PFCs or at MWR Central. 
Race-day registration begins at 6 a.m. and the race 
begins at 7 a.m. Pre-registration is $20 per individual 
by Friday and includes a T-shirt. Race-day registra-
tion is $25 per individual and includes T-shirt while 
supplies last. The run-only option costs $15 and does 
not include a T-shirt. 

For more information, call 255-2296 or 255-2997.

Deep sea fishing trip
MWR Central will host a deep sea fishing trip in 

Destin, Florida, Saturday. The cost of this trip is $175 

per person and includes transportation, bait, rod, reel, 
fishing license, fish cleaning, tip and six-hour fishing 
trip. Officials recommend people bring a small cooler 
with drinks and snacks – no glass. The bus will depart 
from Fort Rucker at 3 a.m. (time subject to change 
based on fishing conditions). 

To register, call 255-2997 or 255-4305.

White water rafting trip
MWR Central will host a white water rafting trip 

to Phoenix City May 6 to go down the Chattahoochee 
River for a Class I-III trip. This trip is perfect for be-
ginners or those who have never been before, accord-
ing to organizers. Time on the river will be about 1 
½-2 hours and the trip will include transportation and 
lunch. Price per person is $53. People need to sign up 
by April 28. MWR Central’s bus will depart from the 
parking lot of the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, 
at 6:15 a.m. Rafting trip begins at 10 a.m. The trip will 
include all safety gear and instruction. 

For more information, call 255-2997.
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By Marcy Sanchez
William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center Public Affairs

Army nurse shares insights from cancer fight

Capt. Kelly Elmlinger, a military nurse and cancer survivor, displays her prosthetic leg to nurses of William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center’s surgical ward at Fort Bliss, Texas, where she shared her experiences during her fight with synovial sarcoma, 
a rare soft-tissue cancer April 6. 

Photo by Marcy Sanchez

Continued from Page D1

Wellness

faCe of defense: 

management, stress management, general wellness, 
good sleep habits and tobacco education.

“These services would potentially cost someone thou-
sands at an off-post establishment and are absolutely 
free to eligible clients,” said Schwartz. “One of our main 
goals is to prevent disease and other health issues. We 
want to assist our clients in achieving and maintaining 
healthy lifestyles with positive behavior change.”

One Monday a month from April to September, the 
AWC is partnering with the Fort Rucker Ready Resil-
ient Training Center to offer Civilian Fitness Program 
Performance Enhancement Sessions. These sessions are 
designed for eligible beneficiaries to improve mindset, 
motivation, and exercise performance.

“We’re excited to offer these sessions in addition to 
our regular classes and daily services,” said Schwartz. 
“Some of the offered sessions will include building con-
fidence, stress management, goal setting and time man-
agement.”

Referrals for AWC services can be made by medical 
providers or unit commanders; however, self-referrals 
may also be made and are always welcome, although it 
is best to schedule an appointment in advance to ensure 
preparation guidelines are adhered to. Unit command-
ers can also call or stop in to schedule unit assessments, 

coaching, and educational classes on site or at their loca-
tion since most of the center’s equipment is portable.

When a client visits the AWC, their encounter is docu-
mented in their electronic health record. Their medical 
provider is integrated into their wellness plan, has the 
ability to give direction and oversight to the wellness 
center, and is able to follow their patients’ progress.

“Improving health and fitness across the force remains 
a top priority for Army leadership. The center promotes 
and encourages living healthy lifestyles using a whole 
person approach.  We know that engaging in healthy 
habits now will improve readiness and prevent long-
term and costly diseases later,” said Lt. Col. Jon Baker, 
Lyster Army Health Clinic commander. “The AWC is all 
about partnering with Soldiers, families, civilians and 
retirees to make and sustain healthy lifestyle choices.”

“We have so much to offer the Fort Rucker commu-
nity, especially in regard to Soldier readiness and resil-
iency” Schwartz said. “We hope this center will inspire 
everyone to make health and fitness a priority because a 
healthier environment or installation has a direct impact 
on Soldier performance and, ultimately, well-being.”

The Army Wellness Center is located at 4102 Gladia-
tor Street, Bldg. 4102 and is open Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and 
Wednesdays from 7:30 a.m. to noon. You can keep track 
of upcoming classes and events by following the center 

on Facebook at @fortruckerawc.
For more information or to schedule an appointment 

or class reservation, call 255-3923.

aWC may Class 
sChedule:

May 2, 10 a.m. – stress management;• 
May 4, 2 p.m. – upping your metabolism;• 
May 16, 10 a.m. – healthy sleep habits;• 
May 18, 2 p.m. – upping your metabolism; and• 
May 30, 10 a.m. – stress management.• 

R2 and AWC Civilian Fitness Program 
Performance Enhancement Sessions at the 
AWC from 2-3 p.m.

May 8: Building confidence and self-talk.• 
June 12: Stress management, energy manage-• 
ment and attention control.
July 10: Imagery/visualization and healthy • 
sleep habits.
Aug. 7: Goal setting Part II and mindset.• 
Sept. 11: Time management and AAR.• 
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