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Sports is a way to get children active 
and healthy, but Fort Rucker wants to 
make sure its not just catering to children’s 
fitness needs, but to their wellbeing as a 
whole.

More than 500 parents and children 
made their way to the youth football fields 
during the Fort Rucker Child and Youth 
Services Health and Nutrition Fair April 
6 to learn about healthy living at a young 
age, said Randy Tolison, Fort Rucker 
Youth Sports fitness director.

“We really had a great turnout and we 
were excited about it,” he said. “We had a 
lot of new games that we put out there and 
I think the kids had a really good time. We 
had some really good vendors who set up 
and provided great information, so overall 
I thought this was a huge success.”

Throughout the event, children and 
parents were able to speak with various 
health care professionals, including nurses 
and nutritionists from Lyster Army Health 
Clinic, to learn about healthy living hab-
its, and one of the major differences about 
this year’s fair was that it was the first time 
it was held outdoors, which Tolison said 
provided new opportunities.

“This is by far our largest event since 
I’ve been associated with it as far as num-
bers go,” said the youth sports director. 
“This was the first time we held it outside, 
so that helped make it even bigger.

“What we have been doing in the past 
was just having vendors come in and give 
out their information, but we wanted to 
expand on that a little bit, and have some 
games and bring out the military police 
and fire department to get them involved, 
too,” he said. “We just wanted to make it 
bigger and better.”

Children were able to not only learn 
about health and fitness, but actually take 

part in some fitness-oriented games, such 
as tug-of-war and an obstacle course.

For many parents, the hands-on style of 
learning was just what their children need-
ed to be able to get the message across.

“I think this is a great event and I feel 
like they did a really great job of captur-
ing the kids’ interest to teach them a few 
things about the importance of their own 
health,” said Gwen Darby, military spouse. 
“It’s always hard to get them interested in 
things like this, so to be able to have all the 
children here with their friends and fam-
ily makes it that much easier. If they see 
that their friends are interested, or if their 
friends are here, too, it’s something I think 
they’ll grasp a little easier as opposed to 
trying to just talk to them about it on your 
own.”

The children even got the opportunity 
to learn about basic wound care, which 
Darby said she found to be the most inter-
esting part of the fair.

“I thought it was really interesting and 
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Children take turns racing through an obstacle course at the youth football fields during health and nutrition fair April 6.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

‘bIGGEr aNd bETTEr’

From a helicopter that flew presi-
dents, like John F. Kennedy and 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, to one of the 
first planes to dog fight over the skies 
of France in World War I, the U.S. 
Army Aviation Museum depicts the 
history of Army Aviation.

But of the 80,000 square feet of 
Aviation history that is showcased 
throughout the museum, the story of 

Army Aviation isn’t just told by what 
people get to see, but also what they 
don’t get to see.

Of the vast collection of aircraft and 
memorabilia that the museum houses, 
there is an even larger collection that 
encompasses more than two thirds of 
the museum’s entire collection -- in 
storage – that tells the story of the 
evolution of Army Aviation and how 
it was shaped into what it is today, ac-
cording to Robert Mitchell, museum 
curator.

The collection has been accumu-
lated over the last 60 years, and due 
to space constraints, the museum is 
typically limited to showcase aircraft 
that were in the Army’s operational 
inventory, but that doesn’t negate the 
importance of the pieces sitting in 
storage.

“A lot of the aircraft that are in the 
collection, visible or otherwise, are 
part of the evolutionary development 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Aircraft sit in one of the storage facilities behind the U.S. Army Aviation Museum that houses much of the museum’s unseen collection.
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Army Aviation Museum committed to preserving past to help future
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Children take part in a sack race on the new playground at 
the Fort Rucker Child Development Center Friday.

Gina Vaughan, Fort Rucker Child and Youth Services registered nurse, teaches children basic wound care 
during the health and nutrition fair.

Youth event aims to 
make health fun

The Fort Rucker Directorate of Family, and 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation prides itself on 
providing top-notch childcare to youth who call 
the post home, and keeping its facilities updated 
plays a large part in the success of the effort.

The Fort Rucker Child Development Center re-
cently completed a renovation of its playgrounds 
around the center to be able to provide a safe, fun 
environment for the children of Fort Rucker to 
enjoy as part of their development, according to 
Kimberly Cardwell, CDC training and curricu-
lum specialist.

“This is party of an Army-wide implementation 
– playgrounds throughout the Army are being 
replaced to meet [certain] standards,” she said. 
“They’re being updated to make the grounds saf-
er and provide more for the children to do.”

Cardwell said the construction began in July, 
and was officially completed and signed off on 
about three weeks ago, so the children at the 
CDC can utilize the playgrounds’ new amenities, 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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You have submitted your resume to several companies 
and are anxiously waiting for calls to start coming in for 
interviews. Unfortunately, many job seekers are com-
pletely unprepared when the calls begin. 

Now, before those calls start, is the time to prepare. A 
good place to start preparing is simply to accept the fact 
that interviewing is very possibly the most challenging 
part of the job search process.

 It’s immaterial that you have a very effective resume 
and cover letter if you are unable to do well in interviews. 
Remember that the resume and cover letter normally only 
get you in the door – in other words, they may get you an 
interview. However, it’s the interview that gets you the 
job.

A second important step in preparation is to understand 
several common interview myths – assumptions that job 
seekers make about the interview process which are not 
necessarily true. Here are a few of those myths.

* All interviewers are skilled. Although managers usu-
ally conduct interviews, they don’t necessarily have the 
skills necessary to conduct successful interviews. Many 
times managers take the interview process for granted and 
no one in the company understands the need to train in-
terviewers. 

One result of this lack of skill on the part of interview-
ers is that candidates sometimes have the opportunity to 
take the ball and run with it to ensure they cover the mate-
rial they’ve developed in preparing for the interview. You 
might look at this process as helping the interviewer get 

relevant information from you to make an informed deci-
sion about your qualifications for the job.

* Open-ended questions most interviewers ask are 
dumb. Not true. An example of a very common open-
ended question is, “Tell me about yourself.” Interviewers 
often use open-ended questions to find reasons to elimi-
nate you from consideration. Such questions give you the 
perfect opportunity to provide too much information and 
reveal your lack of focus. You would be wise to anticipate 
such questions and develop good answers for the most 
common ones. 

The Fort Rucker Soldier for Life Transition Assistance 
Program Center has a library that consists of books on 
interviewing, and lists such questions and suggests infor-
mation you should cover in your answers.

* You will always know how well you did in an in-
terview. You should not assume you know where you 
stand after the interview is over. You may underestimate 
the poker face of the interviewer. Some interviewers are 
skilled in such techniques and may be able to hide their 
thoughts about your performance during the interview. 

Additionally, the interviewer frequently will not know 
at the time you interview how well you stack up against 
other candidates or may need to discuss a hiring decision 
with a supervisor. 

* Rehearsing for an interview doesn’t really help. 
Rehearsing for an interview is one of the absolute best 
ways for you to gain confidence. It gives you the oppor-
tunity to hear your answers to questions about yourself 
and your experience, skills and work habits. It also gives 
you the opportunity to evaluate such things as your body 
language, rate of speech and appearance. You certainly 

don’t want to memorize answers to certain questions, but 
you do want to rehearse answers to questions that are fre-
quently asked. 

Practice in front of a mirror, with a friend, colleague 
or your spouse, and have them give you some relevant 
feedback. 

A third important step in preparing for an interview 
is to thoroughly research the company and the position 
for which you’re interviewing prior to the interview. The 
more you know about the company and the job, the more 
effectively you can provide answers that match the job 
you’re applying for.

The SFL-TAP center staff can provide you tips for re-
searching companies.

A fourth step in preparing for an interview is to develop 
a clear strategy and to clarify your short- and long-term 
goals. As you interview, your strategy and goals will help 
you stay focused. This doesn’t necessarily mean that 
you’ll share all your goals during the interview, partic-
ularly goals which might make you come across with a 
what’s in it for me attitude. 

On the other hand, you’ll frequently get questions such 
as, “What would you expect to achieve during your first 
year on the job?” or “Where would you like to be in the 
company five years from now?” which will require you to 
have thought through your goals and strategy if you are to 
answer most effectively.

The SFL-TAP Center staff would welcome the op-
portunity to assist you as you work through these steps 
in getting ready for interviews. So, before that first call 
comes in offering you an interview, contact the center at 
255-2558.
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Perspective

Kristy Stanley, 
military spouse

 “It’s important because the 
parents are making sacrifices, so 
the kids are making sacrifices, 
as well. It’s important that they 
aren’t forgotten.”

“They go through a lot and 
move a lot. It’s hard to adjust 
when you’re a military child. 
I’ve never been one but my kids 
are. They move every few years, 
so we need to support them 
through that.”

 “Having children and spending 
a lot of time away from them, it’s 
important to show them that we 
appreciate them. ”

“My husband passed away in a 
helicopter accident, so my chil-
dren have sacrificed a lot. I really 
like that people even take time 
to recognize their sacrifice as 
survivors. We also have a lot of 
friends who deploy, and children 
sacrifice so much and what they 
have to go through, it’s important 
to support them.”

Spc. Robert Laroche, 
C Co., 1st Bn., 
13th Avn. Regt.

Amanda Thome, 
military spouse

Spc. Marcus  Heckstall, 
597th Maintenance 

Detachment
 “Children are the support for 

their parents. The parents are out 
doing missions and deploying, 
and the parents get home and 
help push them along.”

Sgt. 1st Class 
Troy Bolin, 

1st Bn., 11th Avn. Regt.

By Bryan Tharpe
Fort Rucker Soldier for Life Center

INTErVIEWING 101

aCE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy
Have the courage to ask the question, but stay •	
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you •	
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy

Remove any means that could be used for self-•	
injury.

Calmly control the situation, do not use force.•	
Actively listen to produce relief.•	

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.•	
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a •	
behavioral health professional or a primary care 
provider.

April is Month of the Military Child. 
Why do you feel it’s important to 
show appreciation for children in 

military families?
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Statement of Publication authorization
The Army Flier is an authorized publication 

for members of the Department of Defense. 
Contents of the Army Flier are not necessarily 
the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government, or the Department of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publication is the 
responsibility of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs 
Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published weekly 
by The Dothan Eagle, a private company in no 
way connected with the U.S. government under 
exclusive contract with the Department of the 
Army. 

The appearance of advertising in this publica-
tion, including inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the U.S. Army or The 
Dothan Eagle.
Business matters

For business, advertisements, subscriptions 
or to report printing errors, contact The Dothan 
Eagle, 227 N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or 
call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for all print-
ing matters and commercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for the follow-
ing week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army Flier is 
prepared, edited, provided and approved by the 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army Aviation Cen-
ter of Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase, use or patronage 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other non-
merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this equal 
opportunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, 
the publisher shall refuse to print advertising 
from that source until the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or photographs by 
contacting the Army Flier, Public Affairs Office, 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334) 255-2028 or 
255-1239; calls to other PAO numbers are not 
normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army Flier by 
e-mail, please contact the editor at jhughes@
armyflier.com.

Transition expert gives job interview tips



WASHINGTON – As the 
sexual assault response coordi-
nator for an Army Reserve com-
mand that is stretched out over 
five midwestern states, Tiffany 
Griffin spends a lot of time on 
the road, online or on the phone 
helping victims of sexual assault, 
or teaching other Soldiers how to 
prevent them.

In one recent case, she spent 
days talking and exchanging 
emails with a female Soldier who 
had been attacked. The woman 
later thanked Griffin, saying her 
dedication made her believe in 
the Army’s Sexual Harassment/
Assault Response and Prevention 
program, a program she initially 
had doubts about.

“It makes me feel great, like I 
really accomplished something,” 
said Griffin, who is also a staff ser-
geant in the Army Reserve. “It’s a 
hard, stressful job, but it can be 
very, very rewarding at the same 
time.”

That sort of outreach, among 
her other efforts, is why Griffin 
was named the Army SARC of the 
Year for 2017. She received the 
award April 5 during a ceremony 
at the Pentagon, which coincided 
with the kickoff for Sexual As-
sault Awareness and Prevention 
Month.

Also honored at the event was 
Sgt. 1st Class Stephanie Kennett 
of the Mississippi National Guard. 
She was named the National 
Guard Bureau’s SARC of the Year. 
Additionally, the SHARP team at 
Fort Polk, Louisiana, earned the 
Defense Department’s Sexual As-
sault Prevention Innovation Award 
for their multiple programs.

For Griffin, victim resources at 
the 103rd Sustainment Command 
(Expeditionary) aren’t as plentiful 
as one may see at active-duty in-
stallations, she said, so she guides 
Soldiers to local programs off 
base.

One such resource has been 
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, which expanded access of its 
mental health treatment program 
to victims of rape, sexual assault 
or harassment in 2014. This has 
allowed National Guard and Army 
Reserve members to get care even 
if their incident didn’t occur on ac-
tive service or in training.

The VA also doesn’t report those 
assaults back to the Soldier’s unit, 
Griffin said, which may lead to 
more victims seeking care.

“Even though we’re so many 
years into the [SHARP] program,” 
she said, “people are still very 
fearful of that retaliation or being 
looked at differently.”

HAND IN HAND WITH 
POLICE

As a former sheriff’s deputy, 
Kennett frequently steps back into 
her element to bridge the civilian-
military gap and assist Mississippi 

law enforcement in learning how 
to deal with those who’ve been 
through one of those crimes.

As part of realistic training, 
she said, victim advocates from 
her office will serve as role play-
ers, while police officers respond 
to a mock domestic violence call, 
which can sometimes involve a 
sexual assault.

That type of collaboration is 
important, she said, especially if 
and when a real-life call involves 
a Soldier.

“They’re able to know that 
we’re working with them and not 
against them,” she said of the local 
authorities. “And if they have the 
case ... we stand there with them.”

TORCH RUN
At Fort Polk, Sgt. 1st Class 

Bethany Cortes and her team have 
rolled out several SHARP pro-
grams.

March 29, they organized their 
second annual torch run with 
4,000 Soldiers jogging around the 
installation in advance of Sexual 
Assault Awareness and Preven-
tion Month. The torch was passed 
down to the unit commanders to 
demonstrate solidarity among all 

of the Soldiers, who also recited 
a “see something, say something, 
do something” pledge.

The team also developed a 
SHARP booklet for squad leaders 
to use so they could discuss with 
their Soldiers the myths and facts 
of sexual assault and harassment, 
among other pertinent informa-
tion.

Cortes said they got the idea af-
ter Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel 
Dailey met with squad leaders two 
years ago to find out how to en-
gage younger Soldiers.

The squad leaders, she said, told 
him that Soldiers were inundated 
with slideshows, but weren’t re-
ally walking away with learning 
anything new.

“They wanted something more 
discussion based,” she said. “We 
took that approach and made it 
into a script for squad leaders to 
be able to have that conversation 
with their squad members.”

The sturdy booklet, which is 
made out of polyester paper and 
is small enough to fit in a cargo 
pocket, is meant to be used by 
squad leaders during a break in 
training or when there’s free time.

“What we were finding is that 
the squad member remembered 
the information better when it 
came from his first-line supervi-
sor than if it came from a SHARP 
rep,” she said.

Cortes, who accepted the in-
novation award along with Maj. 
Hilary Camphouse and Sgt. 1st 
Class Tiffany China, said they also 
developed a smart card that every 
Soldier carries in their uniform. 
Printed on the card are the pledge, 
hotline numbers and the base com-
mander’s SHARP initiatives.

“It’s basically the ‘Cliff Notes’ 
for what to do to respond to sex-

ual assault or sexual harassment,” 
Cortes said, adding that the card is 
also passed out to rotational units 
at the Joint Readiness Training 
Center.

Other efforts include a “Re-
Teal” program that educates 
SHARP specialists each quar-
ter on how they can be better or 
overcome certain problems in the 
SHARP program, such as a recent 
dip in male victim reporting.

“That’s something we’re look-
ing at because we primarily have 
a male population at our post,” she 
said.

There is also the Guardian pro-
gram, which encourages junior 
enlisted Soldiers to positively in-
fluence their peers. Soldiers who 
volunteer for the program wear 
a Guardian T-shirt and promote 
SHARP initiatives at events, such 
as trips sponsored by the Better 
Opportunities for Single Soldiers 
program.

Dailey, who helped present 
the awards during the ceremony, 
urged every Soldier to take the 
time during sexual assault aware-
ness month to reflect on what they 
can do to improve as individuals 
and as an organization.

Two years ago during the 
monthlong observance, Dailey an-
nounced the Not in my Squad ini-
tiative, which calls for young lead-
ers to take ownership of solutions 
to rid the ranks of sexual assault, 
harassment and retaliation.

“They have no place in our 
Army, on duty, off duty, online or 
in public,” he said. “We must be 
held accountable and maintain 
zero tolerance for actions that are 
not in keeping with our values and 
our profession. Such conduct is in-
consistent with who we are as an 
Army.”

WASHINGTON — The Veterans Af-
fairs and Defense departments are in-
troducing to service members who have 
Servicemembers Group Life Insurance an 
online enrollment system called the SGLI 
On-line Enrollment System that enables 
active duty, and eligible Reserve and Na-
tional Guard members, to manage their 
group and family coverage online.

SGLI provides $400,000 in automatic 
life insurance coverage to service mem-
bers when they enlist. SGLI members get 
automatic coverage for dependent chil-
dren and non-military spouses under the 
family SGLI program.

SOES availability begins with the Navy 
in April and to the rest of the uniformed 
services later in the year – the Air Force 
in July, the Army in August, the Marine 
Corps in October and the Coast Guard 
and the National Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration in December.

SOES is the online replacement for the 
paper form SGLI Election and Certificate, 
SGLV 8286.

The new system eliminates unclear 
designations and missing or incomplete 
forms – problems identified with the pa-
per-based system – and ensures all insur-
ance holders receive the latest information 
about changes affecting their coverage.

MANAGING COVERAGE
“Now, the Navy, and soon all of our 

nation’s service members, will be able 
to manage their coverage and beneficia-
ries online – just like their private-sector 

counterparts” said Thomas Murphy, VA’s 
acting undersecretary for benefits said in 
a statement.

“Moving from a cumbersome paper-
based process to an online self-service 
system brings the SGLI program in line 
with insurance industry best practices,” 
he added. “SOES will allow our troops to 
make fast and easy changes to their life 
insurance coverage and beneficiary infor-
mation at any time.”

The VA has collaborated with the De-

fense Department, the Defense Finance 
and Accounting Service, the Defense 
Manpower Data Center, and the uni-
formed services to develop the SOES 
system.

The system will be available through 
DMDC’s milConnect web application. 
There, service members can review per-
sonal, health care and personnel informa-
tion from one source, the Defense Enroll-
ment Eligibility Reporting System.

To ensure that service members have 

support while using the new system, VA 
is working with DoD and the individual 
uniformed services to train key service 
personnel as SOES becomes available to 
each branch.

For more information about SOES, ser-
vice members should go to the website 
using the Internet Explorer browser and a 
DS-logon or common access card. Click 
on Life Insurance, SOES -- SGLI Online 
Enrollment System, under the “Benefits” 
tab.
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News Briefs
Specialty printing requirement

Due to a change in printing procedure, docu-
ment printing services now requires that all docu-
ments for printing that require specialty paper be 
submitted three weeks prior to the requested de-
livery date. 

For more information, call 255-1363.

Easter Sunrise Service
The Fort Rucker Community Easter Sunrise 

Service is scheduled for Sunday from 6:30-7:30 
a.m. at Howze Field. 

The speaker will be Chaplain (Maj.) James 
P. Breckenridge, ethics instructor with the 1st 
Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment and senior 
pastor of the traditional Protestant service in the 
Headquarters Chapel. The service will involve 
people of Fort Rucker and the neighboring com-
munities. 

For more details, call 255-2989 or 255-2012.

Pharmacy change
Starting May 1, the Lyster Army Health 

Clinic Pharmacy will no longer accept drop-off 
forms for all refill requests. It will be mandatory 
to phone in all prescription refills. Call 1-877-
520-1623 or 334-255-7671.

Tobacco cessation program
The Lyster Army Health Clinic tobacco ces-

sation program consists of four weekly sessions 
each month. Each class is one hour. Classes are 
Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to noon at the Army 
Wellness Center. 

For more information, call 334-255-7930. 

Crosswalk painting
The Fort Rucker Directorate of Public Works 

is repainting crosswalks throughout the post. 
Drivers should be aware of signs posted let-

ting them know when they are approaching the 

work area. 
During this time, one lane of traffic will be 

closed while flagmen will signal drivers through 
the open lane used for traffic flow. The work 
should be completed in a few weeks.

Clinic Closure
Lyster Army Health clinic will close at noon 

Wednesday for training. 

Fit Fest
The Fort Rucker Fit Fest Health Fair is 

scheduled for April 21 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the festival fields. The free event will be open to 
the Fort Rucker community. The fair will fea-
ture fitness demonstrations, nutrition informa-
tion, on-site health information, booth exhibits, 
safety information, door prizes and more.

For more information, call 255-2292 or visit 
rucker.armymwr.com.

Retirement ceremony
The Fort Rucker Quarterly Retirement Cer-

emony is scheduled for April 28 at 2 p.m. at the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum. All are welcome to 
attend and honor the post’s latest retirees for their 
service.

Change of command
The 1st Battalion, 212th Aviation Regiment 

will host its change of command May 5 at 9 a.m. 
at Howze Field. Lt. Col. Cecil C. Nix will assume 
command from Lt. Col. Ross F. Nelson.

Pay office closure
Starting May 24, the Defense Military Pay Of-

fice will begin closing at 12:30 p.m. on Wednes-
days. Also, beginning May 30, DMPO office hours 
will change to 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Mondays-
Tuesdays, 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 
and 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays.

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

SHARP Soldiers awarded for protecting, assisting their own
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Soldiers participate in a second annual torch run in advance of Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month at Fort Polk, La., March 29. 

Servicemembers Group Life Insurance Program receives online portal
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The Veterans Affairs and Defense departments are introducing to service members who have Servicemembers Group Life Insurance an online enrollment 



WASHINGTON — Countering the flow of foreign ter-
rorist fighters supporting the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 
requires intelligence sharing, national and international 
collaboration and strategic patience, a senior military of-
ficer said April 5.

Lt. Gen. Michael K. Nagata, director of the National 
Counterterrorism Center’s Directorate for Strategic Op-
erational Planning, spoke about the foreign terrorist fighter 
issue at the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
here.

Nagata said that some 40,000 foreign terrorist fighters 
across at least 120 countries have been identified, so far. 
That number has “inherent imprecision in it,” he added.

“It is probably the most ethnically diverse, sociological-
ly diverse, non-monolithic … foreign fighter problem we 
have seen, so far,” Nagata said.

Simply identifying the nature and scope of the problem, 
he said, is “unfinished work today,” but it is “inarguably the 
largest foreign fighter challenge the world has seen in the 
modern age.”

PHASE ONE: DEFINING THE PROBLEM
The general said the world has responded to the problem 

in two phases. The first, which began four years ago, was 
“simply recognizing we had a problem.”

“The more we looked at it in those early days, the more 
troubling just the volume of indicators we had were,” Na-
gata said.

He said there was “enormous inconsistency” around the 
world about whether traveling to fight for ISIS was a crime. 
The United Nations Security Council addressed that issue 
in September of 2014, passing Resolution 2178, which 
“urged all nation-states to act against this problem, perhaps 
most importantly in making it a criminal activity.”

PHASE TWO: SHARING INTELLIGENCE
“The most vivid challenge we now face is ensuring that 

the information and intelligence about the travel, the plans, 
the intentions and identities of foreign terrorist fighters are 
as broadly known as possible everywhere in the world,” 
Nagata said.

Foreign fighters seek to mask their travel, he said.
“They try to hide within … the free flow of people, goods 

and services around the world,” he said. “So getting infor-
mation and intelligence about the plans, intentions and 
travel of a foreign fighter is inherently difficult.”

That is the challenge the world now faces, Nagata said.
“If a law enforcement actor, an intelligence officer, a 

civil society member somewhere in the world believes they 
have information or intelligence about a potential foreign 
fighter, can that information be shared with the widest 
possible audience to increase the likelihood that someone 
along their route of travel can prevent them from reaching 
their destination?” he asked.

Nagata said intelligence sharing has gotten better since 
the U.N. Security Council passed its resolution.

“We have made inarguable progress in many arenas,” he 
said. “Is it good enough? No, it is not good enough, par-
ticularly when you consider the size, the quantity of this 
problem.”

The United States has been and still is working to ensure 
that every part of the government is contributing to the ef-
fort to counter foreign fighters, the general said. He noted 
that effort has been ongoing since 9/11.

GLOBAL TERRORISM THREAT
Secondly, Nagata said, “We had to adapt our thinking, 

both as a government and as an international coalition, 
against the Islamic State, about the fact, unfortunately, 
that the very welcome defeat of ISIS’s army-like ca-
pabilities in Iraq and Syria will not bring an end to the 
global terrorist attack threat that ISIS poses, including 
by the utilization of foreign fighters.”

Defeating ISIS in Iraq and Syria is a must, he said, 
and “we are well on the way to doing so, although it 
will take continued months of very serious effort to do 
that.”

Defeating the military threat of ISIS will not end the 
foreign fighter threat, he noted.

“There is still so much more work to do even after we 

have defeated its army,” Nagata said.
ISIS continues to inspire foreign fighters, some of 

whom travel to places other than Iraq and Syria to join 
part of the Islamic State, he said.

“That is related to the original [foreign fighter] prob-
lem, but it is different than the original problem,” he 
said. “We have to grapple with that, as well.”

Nagata said the United States needs strategic pa-
tience to combat the foreign fighter problem.

“We are not going to end this threat this year,” he 
said. “I don’t think we can identify a time horizon with-
in which we will somehow contain and eliminate the 
ISIS-related foreign terrorist fighter problem. We can, 
[and] if we do this properly, we will, but it will take 
years to solve this problem.”
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army OffICIal: 
By Karen Parrish
Defense Media Activity

Photo by sgt. miChael J. maCleod

A paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne Division’s 1st Brigade Combat Team fires his M4 carbine at insurgents during a firefight June 
30, 2012, Ghazni Province, Afghanistan. The vehicle he is using for cover is a Mine Resistant Ambush Protected vehicle. 

What’s For Lunch
Thank you for supporting these local area restaurants!

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

ElbaEnterprise

Enterprise’s
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(7 Days a Week)
6580 Boll Weevil Circle

Family medical
clinic

2
Locations

633 S. Union Ave.
Ozark, AL

1519 Andrews Ave.
Ozark, AL

• Urgent Care
• Family mediCine
• PediatriCs
• aviation mediCine

WIREGRASS
WELLNESS CENTER

J. CHRIS STRUNK, M.D.

334•673•8869

W

You don’t have to face your
problems alone.
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• 5 N Pointe Pkwy,
Enterprise, AL 36330
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Enterprise, AL 36330

Phone: (334) 308-3238
Open Monday - Saturday
Lunch: 11-2 • Dinner: 5-9

Italian Restaurant

Try one
of these

Stopping flow of foreign fighters to ISIS ‘will take years’ 



including educational and team-
building activities.

The new playground now 
consists of three different types 
of surfaces – concrete, grass and 
a soft foamy surface that sur-
rounds most of the play areas, 
which Cardwell said was part of 
the standards.

The grounds are split into 
multiple play areas that sur-
round the CDC, and include not 
just slides, playpens and swing 
sets, but also interactive games 
that children can participate in, 
including bowling and sack rac-
es. There are also water pump-
ing stations where children get 
to pump water through different 
sets of pipes that give the chil-
dren the chance to cool off a bit 
during the hot summer months.

“We’re trying to bring our 
classroom outside onto the play-

ground,” said the training and 
curriculum specialist. “We have 
musical areas, art areas, science 
areas – it’s really educational for 
them.”

The children get to spend time 
outdoors during their time at the 
CDC, and that time outdoors 
is not mean just for play time, 
but times to learn, as well, said 
Cardwell.

“It’s required that the chil-
dren spend an hour outside in 
the morning and an hour in the 
afternoon,” she said, “but if we 
have special activities, then we 
can come out more, but we have 
to make sure we don’t overload 
the playground with all of the 
children we have here.”

The CDC is open Mondays-
Fridays from 5:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and provides full-day, part-day 
and hourly care for children ages 
6 weeks to 5 years old, as well 
as preschool programs. The cen-

ter offers trained staff, balanced 
meals and age-appropriate de-
velopmental activities.

The Fort Rucker Mini CDC 
is also available for potential 
around-the-clock services in a 
home-like environment for up to 
20 children.

One of the playgrounds 
around the CDC is actually built 
around a tree that was originally 
planned to be cut down to make 
room, but was kept when it came 
to light that the tree was actually 
protected and couldn’t be re-
moved.

“We didn’t want [the tree to be 
cut] … and it worked out pretty 
well, so they built the play-
ground around it and now that’s 
our tree house – it’s my favorite 
piece out here,” said Cardwell. 
“This is just really exciting for 
us.”

For more information about 
the CDC, call 255-2262.

of the helicopter,” said Mitchell. “A lot of 
those pieces had a tangent to some type 
of paradigm shift in the thinking in the 
Army.”

One of those pieces was the Lockheed 
AH-56 Cheyenne attack helicopter, which 
was developed in the 60s. It would have 
been the flying fortress of attack helicopters 
that was designed to deliver what Mitchell 
called the “Sunday Punch.”

“The Cheyenne was a definite departure 
from the normal thinking in the Army and 
it kind of pushed the attack helicopter into 
a different realm of capabilities,” he said. 
“It’s a helicopter, but it was designed to do 

things that a normal helicopter wasn’t de-
signed to do – be fast and be the big gun on 
the battlefield.”

Prototypes were made of the Cheyenne 
and a production contract was awarded, 
but the aircraft itself never saw service. It’s 
because of aircraft like the Cheyenne that 
eventually led to the development of attack 
helicopters like the AH-64 Apache used to-
day, said Mitchell. The museum has two in 
its collection.

Other less influential aircraft, such as the 
XH-26 Jet Jeep helicopter, sit in the stor-
age collection, as well. The Jet Jeep was 
designed to reduce weight by reducing en-
gine size and adding turbines to the rotor 
blades, said the curator. The collection even 

includes an inflatable airplane.
Although many of these aircraft never 

made it past the experimental or test phas-
es, Mitchell said that their place in Aviation 
history is no less significant.

When looking at the collection, it’s clear 
how much trial and error went into devel-
oping Aviation throughout the years, and 
without that trial and error, the helicopter 
would not be where it is today, he said.

“These things have to be tried, otherwise 
you’d never know if it would work or not – 
that’s why these pieces are important,” said 
the curator. “Think of the residual learning 
that the Army gleaned from these designs. 
There might have been something in the 
testing that showed that they can adapt a 

certain aspect to another aircraft that we 
never would have known about had they 
not tried it.”

It’s because of that significance that 
Mitchell said it’s important to procure these 
pieces and preserve them until they are able 
to one day be viewed by the public. But 
procuring these aircraft is no easy task.

“The problem is when you talk about col-
lecting [in these terms], unless you’re inti-
mately familiar with the Army and its pro-
curement and testing programs, you really 
don’t know when they get done with some-
thing,” he said. “You have to constantly be 
asking the questions about the programs 
in order to stay up on these things because 
once it’s gone, it’s gone.”

helpful that they were able to help [dress wounds] on a 
dummy,” she said. “There are lots of times when chil-
dren are playing by themselves outdoors somewhere, so 
for them to learn some [basic wound care] I think is very 
important, so I was pleasantly surprised at the amount of 
detail their were able to learn here.”

Fostering that level of learning is something that Toli-
son said was part of the goal of the fair – to show that 
youth sports on Fort Rucker is there to help the children 
grow into well-rounded adults.

“We just want parents to know that we’re not just all 
about the sports program, but that we’re about the welfare 
of their child as a whole,” he said. “We just hope that they 
can all see that there is more to our program than just 

sports, and we want them to know that we care for their 
child as a whole person.

“I just want to say, ‘thank you’ to all of the vendors 
who came out to support the program, and thanks to all 
the patrons who came out to make it such a huge suc-
cess,” he continued. “We always look forward to serving 
our Fort Rucker community and we are so appreciative of 
how they choose us to be a part of their family.”
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Photo by NathaN Pfau

Derrick Howard, military family member, tries his hand at bowling on the new 
playground at the Fort Rucker Child Development Center Friday.
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Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner...

ANYT IME

Nothing could be finer...than eating at THE DINER!

HOME OF THE
WORLD RENOWN
BREAKFAST
BURRITO

ET PRE-QUALIFIED FOR YOUR LOAN AT TIMWHITEHEADFORTHEPEOPLE.COM

(334) 347-8906 • 1-800-239-8906
GE

Jason Keen
Retired Sgt. 1stClass

2017 Ram 1500 Crew Cab
4x4 Long horn

PW, PL, Tilt, Cruise Alloy
Wheels Sunroof.

Save $10,000
was $61,264

SALE $51,264

2017 Dodge
Charger SXT

PW, PL, Tilt, AM/FM, Air

Save 20%
Rebate

of MSRP

2017 Chrysler Pacifica
Limited Van

UConnect Theater Group,
Sound Group, Advanced Safety Tec

Group, Leather, Sunroof

SAVE $5,000
was $52,960

SALE $47,960

*$1999 down plus tax, title and fees. 36 month lease, $495 termination fee, 10,000 miles per year, excess mileage charge 25-cents per mile. $13,131.60 purchase option at end of lease.
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Continued from Page A1



FORT BENNING, Ga. – Soldiers from 
the 75th Ranger Regiment bested 53 teams 
as part of their effort to return the title of 
Best Ranger to Joint Base Lewis-Mc-
Chord, Washington.

During the 2017 Best Ranger Competi-
tion, April 7-0 at Fort Benning, Capt. Mi-
chael Rose and Master Sgt. Josh Horsager 
fought through 60-plus hours of physi-
cal, mental, technical and tactical Ranger 
skills trials to win this year’s competition 
and bring the title back to JBLM after nine 
years.

Rose said it wasn’t just the drive to win 
that compelled him to participate in the 
annual competition, which is in its 34th 
year.

“It’s an opportunity to come out here 
and compete against the Army’s best that 
they have to offer,” Rose said. “And I 
know my unit is one of the best units in 
the Army. It’s good to put our names back 
on the board.”

This isn’t the first time Rose has com-
peted and it’s not the first time he has been 
on the winning team, either. Back in 2014, 
he won Best Ranger while representing 
the 25th Infantry Division.

“It is a hard competition and I wanted to 
prove to myself that I could do this again,” 
Rose said. “I got an opportunity to come 
back. It’s not so much of a choice that you 
can come back year after year – you have 
to line it up with how your career is pro-
gressing. I was afforded the opportunity 
by my command team to come down and 
compete again.”

This is the third competition for Horsag-
er, though it’s the first time he’s won. Back 
in 2013, he came in second place.

“This is something I have looked at my 
whole career as the pinnacle of being a 
Ranger,” he said. “It is something I can 
take back to my unit. It will take me a cou-
ple of days to realize that I won.”

In second place were Master Sgt. Chad 
Stack Pole and Staff Sgt. Carlos Mercado, 
representing the 82nd Airborne Division, 
followed by Capt. Robert Killian and Staff 
Sgt. Erich Friedlen, representing the Army 
National Guard, for third.

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel A. Dailey 
said the Ranger Competition highlights the 

best the Army has, and sets the bar high for 
what Soldiers should try to be.

“This brings out the best in people,” 
Dailey said. “This is what we want people 
to emulate. This is excellence. If we can 
get our Army ready by making them more 
physically capable and better at their basic 
skills – that’s what we require from every 
Soldier – this sets the principle of what 
Soldiers should aspire to be.”

The Best Ranger Competition was 
named in honor of Lt. Gen. David E. 
Grange Jr., a former Ranger instructor and 
Ranger department director. Grange also 
commanded Fort Benning, the 2nd Infan-
try Division, and the U.S. Sixth Army.
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Competitors in action at the 2017 Best Ranger competition. 

By Devon Suits
Army News Service

bEST Of ThE bEST

Photos by PatriCk a. albright

Capt. Michael Rose and Master Sgt. Josh Horsager of the 75th Ranger Regiment took first place in the 2017 Best Ranger competition held April 7-9 at Fort 
Benning, Ga. 

75th Ranger Regiment wins 2017 Best Ranger competition

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.
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33rdAnnual Car, Truck, Boat & RV SaleAnnual Car, Truck, Boat & RV SaleAnnual Car, Truck, Boat & RV SaleAnnual Car, Truck, Boat & RV Sale
NEW LOCATION! ENTERPRISE CIVIC CENTERNEW LOCATION! ENTERPRISE CIVIC CENTER

3 Days Only! April 20, 21 and 223 Days Only! April 20, 21 and 22
8 a.m. until dark8 a.m. until dark

FINANCE W
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AACFCU AND
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FOR UP TO

90 DAYS
*

NEW LOCATION!
ENTERPRISE CIVIC CENTER!

15 DEALERS ON SITE
Action Buick GMC • Bama RV • Bondy’s Toyota • Boyd’s Marine

CampingWorld of Dothan • Dothan Volkswagen • Ed Sherling Ford
Enterprise Chevrolet • Enterprise Kia • Mercedes Benz of Dothan

Mitchell Hyundai • Mitchell Mazda-Lincoln • Mitchell Nissan
Sam Boswell Honda • TimWhitehead Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep

Autos
as low as

2.10%%%% APR****

Be sure to ask about our low
rates on boats and RVs too!

New and used units available.New and used units available.New and used units available.New and used units available.
Trade-ins welcome!Trade-ins welcome!Trade-ins welcome!Trade-ins welcome!

Horsager competes. 
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334-793-3045

KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dothan, Alabama

(Across From Eye Center South)
LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES & FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

Your FamilY owned & operated Store For over 50 YearS
Same Day Delivery • NatioNwiDe Service

Limited Quantities • Some One and Two of a Kind • Pictures Similar To Illustration
Floor Models • Demo’s • Scratch & Dent • Slightly Used

Low Price Policy
KING’S

Bring us the best price you can
find for any merchandise we

carry – if we don’t beat it, we’ll
give you the item FREE!

Easy Payment Plans

••••Lay-a-Way••••

2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dothan • 334-793-3045

All new merchandise special
purchase on Whirlpool,

Frigidaire Appliances some new
in carton, some scratch & dent,

some one & two of a kind.

NO
INTEREST FOR
90 DAYSW.A.C

DINETTE
TABLE

With Four Chairs.
Compare at $248

SALE
$188

HUNDREDS AND
HUNDREDS

Of Unadvertised Bargains
Priced Too Low To Advertise!

SHOP & COMPARE

WHIRLPOOL
WASHER

Heavy Duty, Select Water
Temp & Load Size

Compare $329

SALE
$229

WHIRLPOOL
HEAVY DUTY
WASHER

2 Speed, 5 Cycle, 3 Load
Size Settings, 4 Temp.

Settings. Compare $388.

SALE
$268

WHIRLPOOL
DRYER

Heavy Duty Commercial
Design. Compare $338

SALE
$249

FRIGIDAIRE 14 CU. FT.
UPRIGHT FREEZER

Compare $498.

SALE
$388

A.V.B.
BRAND SOURCE
Guaranteed Lower Prices
Thru Volume Buying
One Of The Nation’s

Largest Buying Groups

FRIGIDAIRE
REFRIGERATOR
FREEZER
26 Cu. Ft., Side-by-Side,
New in Carton, Cubed & Crushed,
Ice & Water Thru Door,
Was $999.

SALE
$788

Hurry
For Best

Selection

ALL RECLINERS
Choice of Patterns and Sizes.

ALL SALE PRICED
TO MOVE!

BUNK BEDS
Compare at $148

SALE
$98 EACH

FRIGIDAIRE
UNDER COUNTER
DISHWASHER

New In Carton, Heavy Duty,
Regular Wash & Dry Cycle.

Compare at $329.

SALE
$21995

4 PC.
BEDROOM
SUITE

Sold
In Sets

EASY PAYMENT PLAN!

NEW 2 PIECE LIVINGROOM SUITE
Sofa & Loveseat, Choice Of Patterns. Compare at $1198

SALE
$39895

Low Price Policy
Bring us the best price you can find for any
merchandise we carry – if we don’t beat it, we’ll
give you the item FREE!

FRIGIDAIRE
CHEST FREEZER

14.8 Cu. Ft.

Sale
$33995

U

N

S

TWIN
SIZE

EA.
PC.

$59.95

KING SIZE
EA. PC.

$99.95

QUEEN SIZE
EA. PC.

$79.95

FULL SIZE
EA. PC.

$65.95

Every Item In Every
Department Reduced.

Hurry In For The Biggest
Bargains Of The Year!

To Reduce Inventory
We’ve Reduced Prices To

Save You Cash!

Other Ranges

Starting At
$269

FRIGIDAIRE
REFRIGERATOR

FREEZER
16 CU. FT.

New in Carton, Ice maker ready,
No frost, 2 door Was $549

SALE
$415

FRIGIDAIRE
18.0 Cu. Ft.,

No Frost Refrigerator.
Compare $54995.

SALE
$42900

OTHER FREEZERS
Starting At

$149

Dresser, Headboard, Mirror & Night Stand. Was $599.

SALE
$299

Drastic
Reductions
Throughout
The Store

THEY WON’T LAST LONG
AT THESE PRICES!

Thursday, April 13th

Friday, April 14th

Saturday, April 15th

Monday, April 17th

Bring Your Truck And Save Even
More! • Hurry For Best Selection
• Limited Quantities • Same Day

Delivery • Free Nationwide Service

bestbest
of the wi regrass

FRIGIDAIRE
ELECTRIC RANGE

30 inch oven, Storage
Drawer, New in Carton,
Plug in plug out burners.

Compare at $450.

SALE
$29595

ALL FRONT LOAD
WASHERS
& DRYERS
ON SALE!

FRONT LOAD
WASHERS

START AT $399.
FRONT LOAD
DRYERS

START AT $299.

Large Selection!

PRESEASON

A/C
SALE!

*ALL SIZES
IN STOCK

NOBODY
BEATS
OUR

PRICES!

CLARK TheATRes
enTeRpRise

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
active duty service member discount

(WitH active miLitary id ) + 1 Guest

EntErprisE shopping CEntEr

WEstgatE CEntEr Enterprise Information
334-347-2531

College Cinema • enterprise
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

III Starts Thursday
kong: skull Island - pg13
Fri-Sun: 1:30, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:20
Mon-Thurs: 7:00 & 9:20

IV power rangers - pg13
Fri-Sun: 1:30, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:25
Mon-Thurs: 7:00 & 9:25

I & III
The faTe of The furIous - pg13
Starts Thursday 7:00, 8:00 & 10:00
Fri-Sun: 1:00, 2:00, 4:00, 5:00,

7:00, 8:00 & 10:00
Mon-Thurs: 7:00, 8:00 & 10:00

II smurfs: The losT VIllage - pg
Fri-Sun: 2:00, 7:00 & 9:10 — 3D 4:10
Mon-Thurs: 7:00 & 9:10

I The boss baby - pg
Fri-Sun: 2:00, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:15
Mon-Thurs: 7:10 & 9:15

II beauTy and The beasT - pg
Fri-Sun: 1:30, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:30
Mon-Thurs: 7:00 & 9:30

april 13 - 19, 2017

dOd: 

WASHINGTON — Residents of eastern 
Mosul, Iraq, which were liberated Jan. 24 
from the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria’s 
brutal control, are slowly returning to their 
normal lives, the Combined Joint Task 
Force Operation Inherent Resolve spokes-
man said April 6.

“About 258,000 children are now free to 
return to more than 320 schools, reopened 
by the Iraqi government, since eastern 
Mosul was liberated,” Col. Joseph Scrocca 
told Pentagon reporters via teleconference 
from Baghdad.

RETURNING HOME
More than 76,000 residents of eastern 

Mosul have returned home and “the Iraqi 
government is working hard every day to 
improve the quality of life, and re-establish 
essential services,” Scrocca said.

This week, the spokesman noted, Mosul 
University celebrated its 50th anniversary.

“While ISIS destroyed the university li-
brary, and facilities are damaged from the 
fighting, students and faculty were on-site 
cleaning up and the law faculty has already 
started classes,” Scrocca said.

The colonel said the United Nations re-
ported 36,500 displaced children are par-
ticipating in education programs in tem-
porary learning spaces, which the Iraqi 
government, U.N. agencies and nongov-
ernmental organizations set up.

MARKETS REOPEN, SERVICES TO 
RESUME

In liberated areas of Mosul, markets are 
reopening, work programs are in place and 
stabilization projects are ongoing, Scrocca 
said.

“Just this week, the Iraqi government 
approved more than 230 essential service 

projects across Mosul. We expect 60 of 
these to begin very soon. It includes the 
rehabilitation of water treatment plants, 
key infrastructure, sewage systems and 
hospitals,” he said. “Through coordinated 
efforts with the Iraqi government and the 
U.N., along with humanitarian partners, 
Mosul residents are on track to return to a 
sense of normalcy that existed prior to the 
rule of ISIS in the city.”

Meanwhile, the battle to retake western 
Mosul from ISIS continues, said Scocca, 
noting progress is slow but steady, espe-
cially in the narrow confines of the old 
city.

ISOLATING RAQQA
In Syria, the Syrian Democratic Forces 

and the Syrian-Arab Coalition fighters 
continue to liberate territory from ISIS to 
isolate Raqqa from the east, Scrocca said.

“After seizing Tabqa airfield last week, 
the SDF is working to surround the town 
of Tabqa,” he said. “The SDF conducted 
water crossing today, to link their forces 
in the north and south to the east of the 
Tabqa dam.”

Scrocca added, “With this link up, the 
SDF has continued to expand their hold 
on terrain south of the Euphrates River. 
The SDF continued to meet resistance 
in the form of small-arms fire, [vehicle-
borne bombs], munitions dropped from 
[unmanned aerial vehicles] and pockets of 
foreign fighters in their pursuit to seize the 
dam from ISIS.”

At the Tabqa dam, water is again flow-
ing through four of its gates, and as pre-
viously reported, the dam is functioning 
and does not appear to be in any imminent 
danger of collapse, the colonel said.

“The seizure of the Tabqa dam will 
squeeze ISIS out of yet another Syrian 
area they control, driving them closer to a 
lasting defeat,” Scrocca said.

By Terri Moon Cronk
Defense Media Activity

Photo by sgt. JosePhiNe CarlsoN

Sgt. 1st Class Henry Garcia, deployed in support of Combined Joint Task Force Operation Inherent 
Resolve and assigned to 583rd Forward Support Company, directs a driver near Irbil, Iraq, March 21. 

Residents returning 
to normal lives in 
eastern Mosul
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EDITH
HALL

470-330-5959

NEW
STAR PLAYER
ON OUR TEAM

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

NEW CONSTRUCTION
$161,800

NEW CONSTRUCTION
$161,800

NEW RESIDENT CONSTRUCTION
• Speculative • cuStom

• Small commercial
•metal BuildingS

• remodel/additionS
• inSurance claim aSSiStance

Owner is licensed residential home builder\REALTOR
in the state of Alabama.

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

NEW LISTING ~ $80,000

NEW LISTING ~ $142,200

NEW LISTING ~ $137,000

NEW LISTING ~ $64,500

NEW LISTING ~ $156,000



CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea — 
Aircrews from the 2nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade acquired a special qualification re-
cently when they conducted deck landing 
qualifications with their 2nd Republic of 
Korea Fleet Naval counterparts recently.

Pilots and crews from 3rd Battalion 
2nd General Support Aviation Battalion 
and 2nd Battalion 2nd Assault Helicopter 
Battalion flying UH-60 Black Hawks and 
the CH-47 Chinooks completed a series 
of seven take-offs and landings from the 
deck of the Republic of Korea ship Dokdo, 
an amphibious assault ship stationed off 
the west coast in the Yellow Sea. 

According to the U.S. doctrine, aircrews 
must perform five iterations to become 
deck-landing qualified. In South Korea, 

however, the standard is higher – seven 
take-offs and landings to become qualified 
with the ROK Navy. 

“These qualifications are very important 
to the pilots and the mission of the 2nd 
Infantry Division as they ensure better ca-
pabilities overall for the 2nd CAB,” said 
Capt. Andrew Tehvand, a UH-60 Black 
Hawk pilot and assistant operations officer 
of 3-2nd GSAB.

“This qualification exercise provides us 
with the opportunity to land our heavy-lift 
Chinooks and our MedEvac aircraft onto 
the ship. This gives 2nd ID the ability to 
launch an operation from a ship to shore, 
and give the MedEvac aircraft the abil-
ity to land in case of an emergency,” he 
added.

The ability to land safely on a moving 
ship strengthens readiness throughout the 

B
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Armywide

See on deck, Page B4

FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. — Soldiers from the 
101st Special Troops Battalion, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion (Air Assault) Sustainment Brigade, 101st Abn. 
Div., and Soldiers from C Company, 6th Battalion, 
101st Aviation Regiment, 101st Combat Aviation 
Brigade, teamed up to conduct medical evacuation 
training March 16. 

Soldiers learned how to call a nine-line MedE-
vac request, how to load patients onto an HH60-M 
Black Hawk and aircraft safety, such as maintaining 
a low silhouette when approaching an aircraft. 

During the loading process, Soldiers first loaded 
simulated casualties onto an aircraft that was not 
running. Staff Sgt. Andrew J. Six, a flight paramedic 
noncommissioned officer with C Co., 6th Bn., 101st 
Avn. Regt., was the lead instructor during the train-
ing.

“Safety is extremely important, which is why I 
like getting Soldiers familiar with the aircraft, and 
knowing how to communicate with the crew chief, 
medic and pilot among learning how to load pa-
tients,” said Six. 

After aircraft and loading familiarization, pilots 
turned on the aircraft to give the Soldiers a more 
realistic feel to the scenario, said Six.

Like Six, Sgt. 1st Class Charles E. Miller, the 
medical operations NCO in charge for the 101st 
Abn. Div. Sust. Bde., said having the Soldiers in 
full gear load personnel onto a live aircraft in a con-
trolled environment was the best way to instill con-
fidence in the Soldiers.

“Our motto is train as you fight, so having the 
noise of the rotor blades and carrying an actual per-
son toward the aircraft was important,” said Miller, 
who coordinated the training event. “It’s one thing 
to read about it or even simulate a scenario, but ac-
tually doing it as you would in the battlefield really 
builds confidence.” 

Miller said because of the limited amount of med-
ics in the brigade, it was important for Soldiers of 
all military occupational specialties to understand 
medical evacuation operations, and be able to con-
duct it in a safe and effective manner. 

“On the battlefield, no one has the luxury of es-

See medevac, Page B4

ON DECK

A Republic of Korea navy air controller watches a 2nd CAB CH-47 Chinook approach the deck of the ROK 
navy ship Dokdo while ROK crews move to place chock blocks on two 2-2nd AHB UH-60 Black Hawks in 
the Yellow Sea. 

Photo By 1St Lt. kateLyn n. Radack

By Sgt. Neysa Canfield
101st Sustainment Brigade, 
101st Airborne Division Public Affairs

A UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter from A Company, 2-10th Assault Helicopter Battalion, arrives at the pickup zone at Grafenwoehr Training 
Area, Germany, April 6. The Aviators were taking part in part of a joint-training exercise with Soldiers from 3rd Squadron, 2nd Cavalry 
Regiment, in anticipation of working together during future Atlantic Resolve missions. 

Photo By SPc. thomaS ScaggS

ATLANTIC RESOLVESoldiers 
train on 
MedEvac 
operations

By Sgt. Kalandra Miller
2nd Combat Aviation Brigade
Public Affairs

2nd CAB pilots complete landing qualifications with ROK navy

BIGGS ARMY AIRFIELD, Tex-
as — One after the other, groups of 
Soldiers assigned to Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, Special 
Troops Battalion, 1st Armored Divi-
sion Sustainment Brigade, ran out to 
a Conex box in mid-March for sling 
load training.

Two Soldiers held a ladder and 
stayed below while four, and some-
times five, Soldiers climbed up and 
hooked the box to a CH-47 Chi-
nook hovering a few feet from their 
heads. Then, back down the ladder 
they went, and the Soldiers all linked 
arms to support each other as they ran 
away from the box and the helicop-
ter. A hovering CH-47 can produce a 
downwash of up to 94 mph 50 feet 
away from the helicopter, according 
to one Army study.

When everyone was safely out of 
the way, the helicopter briefly lifted 
up the empty box and put it back 
down for another round. Soldiers 
assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 501st 
Aviation Regiment, Combat Aviation 
Brigade, 1st AD, assisted with the 
training.

First Sgt. Nicholas Phipps, first 
sergeant, HHC, STB, 1st AD Sust. 
Bde., said organizers relied on the old 
Army standard of “train as you fight” 
when putting together the training for 
the brigade’s 18-member sling-load 
team.

“Everything we do, if we have the 
capability on post, we like to imple-
ment (elements of reality) to make 
sure our guys are better prepared for 
a combat situation,” Phipps said. “It’s 
going to be fast and expedient down-

range, so we want to make sure that 
we’re doing our part to support the 
warfighter.”

The training included one day of 
classroom training, another day of 
rigging training and one day of the 
hands-on training on the airfield, 
Phipps said.

In addition to the Conex box, the 
Soldiers also practiced hooking up a 
1,500-pound load of meals ready to 
eat to the Chinook. Three at a time, 
the Soldiers attached the load’s net-
ting to the bottom of the helicopter 
and quickly got out of the way so the 
helicopter could lift it up.

Cpl. Andres Rios, assigned to 
HHC, STB, 1st AD Sust. Bde., said 
brigade officials pulled Soldiers from 
different military occupational spe-
cialties for the sling load team, and he 
worked as a mechanic before joining 
the team about six months ago. Oth-

ers are ammo and supply specialists.
Rios said he has participated in the 

training before, and he can’t help but 
find the training realistic every time 
the helicopter flies over his head. 

“It’s the bird coming at you for me,” 
Rios said. “I just get over my fear. Af-
ter the initial gust of wind, you stay 
calm and do everything right.”

Sgt. Maj. Gavine Roache, sergeant 

By Wendy Brown
Fort Bliss Bugle Managing Editor

Aviators conduct sling load training 
with 1st AD Sustainment Brigade

See SuStainment, Page B4

Staff Sgt. Andrew J. Six (right), a flight paramedic NCO with 
C Co., 6-101st Avn. Regt., 101st CAB, explains aircraft safety 
March 16 during load training with Soldiers from the 101st 
Special Troops Battalion, 101st Airborne Division Sustainment 
Brigade on Fort Campbell, Ky. 

Photo By Sgt. neySa canfieLd

Spc. Dylan McNatt, upper center, assigned to the 2-501st Avn. Regt., communicates from 
the bottom of a CH-47 Chinook as it hovers above Soldiers during sling load training at Biggs 
Army Airfield, Texas, in mid-March. 

PhotoS By Wendy BRoWn

Soldiers get ready for another round of sling 
load training.
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YARD & ESTATE SALES

FINANCIAL

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE

HEALTH PRODUCTS

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

HORSES & CATTLE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE & OFFICE WORK

GENERAL

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

WATERFRONT

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS
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2004 Toyota
E3!H9I?
98k miles, leather,
good condition.
Asking $12,000.
555-5555

).G 5.G+5.G+

&''2 /J3F> 8B8
Light Grey color, only
1 owner, 82k miles,
power everything.
Great condition.
$15,000. 555-5555

Classified
can sell it!

CALL
TODAY!

BUY IT!
SELL IT! FIND IT!

Need a New Home? Check out the Classifieds

108 S. Oak Ridge Dr. Enterprise Sat. 15th
(7-1) H/H, clothes, bedding, Q-mattress, rugs,

furniture, outside items,
DON’T MISS THIS ONE, GREAT ITEMS!!!!!

Looking for a Mission? Christian Themed
Publication Nets $57K Part Time from
Home. Retiring. Call 828-633-6382.

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

AKC LAB
PUPPIES!
Yellow, Chocolate, &
Black. Good bloodlines.

Male & Female. Available May 1st..
Call (334) 268-3171.

Beautiful Yellow Lab Mix. Timid, Loves dogs,
Great Energy. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Brindle Boxer/Pit. Needs time to bond. Please
give her a chance. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Lab/Shepherd, Yellow/White Mix. Happy,
Sweet, Loves ALL. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

CEDAR CREEK RANCH Ashford, Alabama
A nice group of 3-n-1 breed cows,
2 yr. old Angus Bulls, breed Hiefers

also Yearling Stud Colt.
Call 334-797-8722

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small
Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
334-389-2003

If you want to be part of our family,
apply today and join our team!

ACTIVITY DIRECTOR
Responsible for the planning and implemen-
tation of activities for our residents.
Designs programs to encourage

socialization, provide entertainment,
relaxation, and fulfillment, and improve

daily living skills. Minimum 2 years long term
care supervisory experience. Must be

licensed by state of Alabama.

EMAIL RESUME TO:
jkparrish@centurytel.net
APPLY IN PERSON
300 PLAZA DRIVE

ENTERPRISE, AL 36330.

NEWSPAPER CARRIERS WANTED
Start earning cash immediately!!

$500 sign on bonus for these areas

• Hartford • Slocomb • Geneva • Enterprise
• Abbeville • Headland • Ariton • Ozark

For available routes in your neighborhood
visit our circulation department
227 N. Oates St. Dothan, AL

NOW HIRING
Seeking a rewarding career opportunity?
Ben E. Keith Southeast Division & Kelley
Foods, a division of Ben E. Keith Company
located in Elba, Alabama are currently
seeking career minded individuals for

the following positions:

∂ Selector
∂ Warehouse
∂ Meat Cutter
∂ Blend & Grind Worker A

All successful applicants must share a
commitment to Ben E. Keith’s goals and an
ability to thrive in a fast-paced, results
oriented environment. In exchange we
offer a highly competitive compensation

and benefits package.

HS diploma or GED & drug screen &
physical required for positions.

Apply online at
www.benekeith.com

± NOW HIRING ±
Trailer Mechanic
& Service Tech
Email Resume to:

jdansby@amxtrucking.com

2-10 acre tracks and 4½ acre track
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

35 ACRES OPEN LAND FOR SALE
Hwy. frontage, just off 431,
county water, near headland.

$5000. per ac. OBO
334-585-2945 / 334-441-7284 / 334-441-6959

FSBO: $280,000 OBO 425 Caravella Dr.
4BR/3BA, 2743 sq. ft., 1 story, split floor plan,
fenced back yard, mud rm. inside laundry,
libary/office, sep. dining, 2-car garage,

kitchen appliances included, many extras!!

Call: 334-718-7271 or 334-792-5006.

FSBO: Beautiful
custom built home
on Highlands golf
course with amazing

lake views, 3600 sq ft, 4BR/4BA, office,
bonus room, 3 car garage, covered
porches, with a huge patio. $449,500.

Call: 334-790-3900 or 334-797-3535

FSBO Brick Home
3BR/1.5BA
Halls Mill Road,

Dothan. New AC, roof, flooring & tub
$90,000 Call 334-598-2356

HEADLAND AREA
3BR/2BA Dbl. Wide - newly remodeled

Home & Land package
Owner Financing / Can lease to own.
$59,900 OBO Call: 386-312-6363

Lg. 1.74 ac. Lot - White Oak Creek -
Eufaula 160 ft. water front, water, power &
septic tank, currently set up for camper,

has 2-decks, no boat dock
ONLY $95,000 334-798-0040

Double Wide and Lot, 3BR/2BA
approx. 2 acres, Creative Financing,

Must see at 2014 Hwy 2,
Only 1 mile west of 231 Campbellton.

$69,900. 850-557-0658.

rWill pay top dollar
for used mobile

homes. 334-685-0889

16 FT Bass Boat
Pedastal seats, 88 HP Johnson, Motorguide
trolling motor. Well cared for! $4,500

334-687-7941

2008 Baja Outlaw ,
5.0 Mercruiser, 195 hours,
aluminum Tandem-axle
trailer $15,800 Call 334-

714-2469 or email mer_riley@yahoo.com

2008 Kenne r 18ft Boat
90HP Mercury, 2000ft
cartographery and depth
finder, 32’’ livewell, cock-

pit windshield, external steering, custom single
axle stell trailer with aluminum fenders, man-
ual wench, low hours and spare tire and many
more extras. $9,000 Call 941-268-4493

2011 Godfrey Pontoon Boat , Sweetwater Series
model 2086FC, 20ft, with 2011 4 stroke yamaha
60 HP motor, cover & trailer included $13,500
Call 334-805-3707

2006 Heartland 5th Wheel Camper , 36.5’ with 4
slides, 2 AC’s, 2 TV’s, washer and dryer hookup,
5kw Onan Generator, plus many extras, excel-
lent condition $21,000 Call 334-806-7578

Dodge 2007 Ram 3500, 89k miles, silver with
leather interior, Air ride, rebuilt transmission,
mega cab, 6 speed auto $25,000 buy combo
with Montana 2015 5th Wheel , 6 slides, like
new, sleeps 6. Asking $75,000 Both.
Call 334-677-3759

Mountaineer 2004 5th Wheel Camper by Mon-
tana, 2 slides, sleeps 6, rear kitchen, new
13000BTU, shower, queen bed, ceiling fans, AC,
hitch included, 1 owner and lots of storage.
$10,000 Call 850-866-3049

Vintage Air Stream 1950’s camper trailer,
approx. 25 ft. long, inside completely refurbish-
ed. Includes vintage decor and furniture such
as iron bunk beds, also large tiki umbrella for
outside. $7000. OBO Call 334-355-1426 for pic-
tures or to see.

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $62,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Winnebago 1984 Class C , rebuilt generator,
new interior about 3 years old, new starter,
needs battery and tires. Been sitting up over 2
years. $2495. 334-333-1291.

Buick 1989 LaSabre , 6 cylinder, automatic, 108K
miles, clean car, tinted windows, electric seats
& windows, stereo, cd player with amplifier,
good car, silver with blue interior, good gas
mileage. $2500. OBO 850-482-6022. LV. Mess.

Cadillac 1972 Eldorado , new battery, recent
paint, has not been restored, look great,
drives good. $5995. OBO 334-333-1291.

Mazda 1990 Miata , convertible, red with black
top, very good condition, almost completely re-
built, new tires, lots of extras, very clean, auto-
matic, cold AC, must see $4,800 OBO Call 334-
618-8312

Buick 2006 Lucerne CXL,
loaded, like new, 91,000
miles, new tires, $6,995 .
Call 334-790-7959.

Cadillac 2005 Deville , 99k miles, fully loaded,
good condition, dark blue with leather interior,
good Michelin tires Asking $4500
Call 334-379-9775

Chevrolet 2003 Impala,
loaded, leather, like new,
50,091 miles, one owner.
$5900. Call 334-790-7959.

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

Infiniti 2008 G35 Journey: Original owner.
Premium Package, Navigation Package. 48,800
miles, CarFax $14,800 or BO 334-585-6744

Kia 2016 Rio , 4 doors, full warranty, MUST
SELL! $0 Down Take Payments Over $270
Month with Credit Union. Call Bob 850-693-1074
after 6pm. (Cottonwood, Al)

Pontiac 2001 Firebird
Trans AM WS6 ,

35K miles , 600 horses,
a fast collector car,
extra nice, many

extras. $15,500 FIRM Call: 334-701-4338

SALE EVENT CONTINUES!
DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE ?
Good, Bad or No Credit?
*GUARANTEED APPROVAL
Pass, REPO, BK’S, SSI & VA OK.
Steve 334-803-9550 *Call for info.
Dothan Outlet Rental Cars

Revtech 2001 Custom
Chopper: With less than
1k miles on bike. Stingray
seat & air suspension on
rear wheel. Lots of chrome.
Runs great. $7,500 334-
237-0913

Harley Davidson 2001
Heritage Soft Tail: Garage
kept, saddle bags,
windshield, backrest, lots
of chrome, ex. cond., 26.7K
$6,800 OBO 334-301-7270

Harley Davidson 2001 Roadking Police Bike, 25k
miles, garage kept, windsheild and backrest,
saddle bags $6,900 Call 334-714-8534

FSBO: Ford Expedition 1997 XLT 5.4 engine,
tow package, black in color, 165K miles,
excellent condition. $5000. 334-792-4554.

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Toyota 2013 4-Runner Limited LTD SUV
2 wheel drive, 1-owner, excellent condition.
Loaded, 39K miles, remote start, nav., rear vid-
eo, weather tech. mats, leather heated seats,
moon roof, met. gray, $28,000. 334-714-0865.

Dodge 1991 Dakota:
convertible, V-8 5.2L,
85k Miles, Automatic
transmission, very rare
truck. $2600 3343523259

Massey Ferguson Tractor 270, 1600 hrs.,
new tires, excellent condition and comes with
bush hog. $7900. 334-792-8018.

Dodge 2013 Grand Caravan SXT: Handicapped
conversion by AMS with side power ramp.
29,600 miles, excellent condition $34,500.00
334-790-5764 or 334-693-2586
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS

BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADULT CARE

AUDIO SERVICES

BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

DETAILING

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

FENCING

FLOORING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

LAWN SERVICES

PAINTING

POOLS, SPAS & RELATED

POWER WASHING

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICE

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?
It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives
and they will be glad to assist you.

Classifieds
have

what you are
looking for.

Complete CareGivers
In Home Elder Care Service

Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

CHAD’s USED CARS
û Buy Here û Pay Hereû
OVER 100 CARS to choose from
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s
Come spend your taxes with us!
We appreciate your business!

MORRISON Bush Hogging

$45. per hr. 2 hr. min.
334-200-5297

Licensed and Insured
û 4 Years Cutting In

The Wiregrass!

Diane’s
Cleaning
Service

Let our Team Clean so you don’t have to
11 years experience

û weekly or bi-weekly û Reasonable rates
û References at your request.

Call for FREE ESTIMATES
334-405-1289

E & O Construction
CONCRETE WORK
specialize in driveways,
patios, slabs and more!
100 mile radius of Hartford

Call Eddie 334-464-8245 * Licensed & Bonded

SOUTHERN SITE WORKS, LLC
Grading ∑ Demolition ∑ Clearing ∑ Asphalt
Paving ∑ Concrete ∑ Ponds ∑ And More...

Extremely Talented, Diligent and
Courteous Crew. Licensed
û Residential & Commercial û

r 334-712-9704 r 334-726-3231

AFFORDABLE

DETAILING & PAINTING
@ Interior - Exterior House painting
@ Also car detailing available.

334-547-3106 (FREE ESTIMATES)

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Skipper
Fence Repair
Service

Repair all type of
fencing. Install gates, dog pens,
new fence and can move fencing.

Thomas Skipper
334-258-3266 or 334-333-2303

Carpet Services

∂ Restretches
∂ Repairs

∂ Or Replacements

Call John Today
334-405-0493

ûû 35 YEARS EXP . ûû
FULL SERVICE COMPANY

*Ceiling fans *Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry *Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
odd jobs to big jobs

r Ask for Paul: HFHS LLC
locally owned 334-790-2659

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

Kay Shaughnessy Interiors
BLINDS & SHUTTER
IN-HOME REPAIRS
∂ Tilt Rods ∂ Connectors
∂ Magnets ∂ Tilt Cords
∂ Lift Cords ∂ Sales

Usually Only One Trip
r Call 334-618-2057 q

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

We are now pleased to offer our same
commitment to honesty , customer

service, and our attention to detail for all
of your remodeling and addition needs.
r FREE ESTIMATES

Please give us a call: David 334-726-5001
Scott 334-790-0709 or Brandy 334-790-9403

Who Can Fix It?
Cement Contractor
& Carpenter

∂ Brick ∂ Block ∂ Stone ∂ Steps
∂ Sidewalk & More

∂ Kitchens ∂ Bathrooms ∂ Decks
∂ Window Replacement & More

Free Quotes!!
Call Ken 334-282-5206

Semi-Retired 40yrs Exp.
Quality work at DISCOUNTED prices!

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

MUSTARD SEED LANDSCAPING, LLC

Professional Landscape Design/Installation
ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer

Auburn University Graduate

*Irrigation Installation/Repair
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage
Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed@comcast.net

Griggs Lawn Care
FREE ESTIMATES
û Grass Cut û Mulching û
û Edging ûTrimming û

ûWeed Eating û and Yard Clean Up

Call: 334-379-5484 - Ozark , AL

LAWN PRO, LLC
NEED YOUR YARD CLEANED UP?
Give us a call for a free estimate

We also offer:
∂ Year Round Lawn Maintenance
∂ Hedge Trimming ∂ Chainsaw Work

∂ Flower Bed Work including new bedding,

etc... Call Josh at 334-726-8593
for a FREE ESTIMATE!

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.
r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn

for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

T& T Lawn Service LLC
’We walk by faith not by sight’

We specialize in: ∂ Flower beds ∂ Mulching
∂ Pine Straw ∂ Sodding ∂ Hedge Trimming
∂ Fertilizing ∂ Commercial & Residential
FREE ESTIMATES - CALL 334-718-3673

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service
∂ Tree Removal

∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work
∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
† Interior † Exterior
† Pressure Washing
Free Estimates!

Specilize in garage floors
No job too small!!
( Licensed & Insured )

r 334 -618-0134 q

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates ∂ 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

BAMA POOL SERVICES LLC
∂ Commercial & Residential Pools
∂ Salt System ∂ Pool Repair

∂ Vinyl Liner Installation & Repair
Locally licensed, Owned & Insured

Call 334-797-6998

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof @ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!
FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available
rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649 Licensed & Insured

C L E A N -N- C L E A R
MILDEW & WINDOW CLEANING

Windows Cleaned Mildew Removed
• Inside & Out No Pressure Used!
• Screens • Siding • Roofs
Hand Washed • Eaves • Decks
• Window Seals • Brick
& Tracks Cleaned • Concrete, Etc.

• Insured • Professional • Courteous
• Free Estimates

Call Mark Morse 334-790-0625

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

@ Roofing
@ Eaves & Siding
@ Drives, Etc.
Roof Cleaning
Involves

No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL

Free Estimates
We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"

For Repairs and Leaks
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com
r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A-1
Tree Service
Licensed ∂ Bonded

Insured ∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation
Lawn Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing

Call for your FREE estimate!
334-400-4959

r 15% SPRING DISCOUNT!
30 years of Experience

Accepting all major credit cards
Quality you can count on with people you
can trust for a price you can’t beat!
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caping injuries, regardless of 
MOS,” said Miller. “So, every-
one should know the basic life-
saving techniques such as [eagle 
first responder and combat life-
saver] and how to call a nine-
line.”

Spc. Michael J. Hankinson, 
an intelligence analyst with the 
101st STB, participated in the 
training event. 

“I thought the training went 
well,” said Hankinson. “The in-
structors were very knowledge-
able and everyone was engaged 
during the training.” 

Hankinson said this is the first 
time he has been part of medical 
training that has involved load-
ing simulated patients for evacu-
ation. 

“I feel confident in myself if 
I am called to be part of a litter 
team in the future,” said Hankin-
son. “It’s important for everyone 
to know this stuff and it was 
awesome being able to learn it 
from professionals and have an 
actual aircraft to train on.”

Miller, who was a flight para-
medic for 15 years, said he was 
“extremely happy” with the 
training and the Soldiers who 
conducted the training. 

“Although this is the first time 
the brigade has conducted this 
type of training, I could tell the 
Soldiers really soaked up all the 

new information and enjoyed 
being out there,” he said. 

Miller said the Soldiers will 
be able to put their new skills to 

the test during the brigade’s field 
training exercise at the end of 
March. 

He also added that he hopes to 

continue to put together training 
events like the most recent one in 
order to enhance the readiness of 
the brigade for future missions.

2nd ID and adds an important component to joint US-
ROK capabilities, said CW3 Hollister Thomas, an instruc-
tor pilot.

“I believe it expands our mission set and provides us 
with the opportunity to work with the ROK Navy,” he 

said. “I think it’s important that we support them and con-
tinue to support them. We’ve always had a great working 
relationship.”

Upon completion of all seven repetitions for each air 
crew, the ship’s crew checked and refueled each U.S. air-
craft while the pilots and crewmembers switched. 

The exercise trained 24 pilots and 26 crewmembers 

from 3-2 GSAB – including one pilot and four crew mem-
bers under night vision goggles, as well as eight pilots and 
two crewmembers from 2-2nd AHB. Two pilots and two 
crew members trained with NVGs. 

“The ROK navy and the crew have been incredible and 
very accommodating with what they can give us, it has 
been a pleasure to work with them,” Tehvand said.

major, Support Operations, 1st AD Sust. 
Bde., observed the training to ensure the 
Soldiers were doing everything safely.

An experienced sling loader, Roache 
said sling loading is an important option 
for commanders.

“Sling load training is important because 

it gives the commander a second option 
for resupply and it exposes less people to 
the risk of (improvised explosive device) 
and all those enemy actions that produce 
casualties,” Roache said. “It’s by far the 
quickest way to get supplies to our units 
out there in theater.”

For a few members of the team, the 
training was the first time they had partici-

pated in hands-on sling load training.
Pvt. Kwasi Kwarteng, assigned to HHC, 

STB, 1st AD Sust. Bde., said he had a 
healthy fear of standing right below a hov-
ering Chinook, but used his Army training 
to face that fear, and in the end found it 

exciting and fun.
“It was a good experience,” Kwarteng 

said. “Doing hands-on training, facing risk 
like this and doing something to support 
the Army with transportation and every-
thing, that’s the exciting thing about it.”
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Continued from Page B1

On Deck

A four-man-litter team unloads a simulated patient from an aircraft. 
Photo by Sgt. NeySa CaNfield

Continued from Page B1

MedEvac

Kirk Sturridge, M.D.

5937 West Main Street | Dothan, AL 36305

Please call 334-446-0872
to schedule an appointment

We look forward to meeting all your
medical & surgical eye care needs!

GLAUCOMA
SLT SURGERY

Now a gentler Glaucoma Laser Surgery.
Reduce or eliminate use of Glaucoma eye drops

with a 5-minute non-invasive treatment.

For more details visit: www.alabama-eye.com

Continued from Page B1

Sustainment
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Community innovations
Blood transfusions, 
other WWI innovations 
still used today
story on Page C4

LEFT: Attendees hang up bird houses children painted during the Fort Rucker Children’s Fest Saturday. ABOVE: Children 
swarm around Easter eggs during one of the area’s largest Easter egg hunts during Children’s Fest. Hundreds attended 
the Directorate of Family, and Morale Welfare and Recreation-sponsored event.

DFMWR staFF photos

CHILDREN’S FEST

Fort Rucker’s swim season 
is going to the dogs well before 
humans get their chance at some 
outdoor aquatic fun.

Fort Rucker people’s four-
legged family members will get 
the VIP treatment with exclusive 
access to one of the installations 
most popular watery attractions 
when Dog Days of Summer re-
turns to Splash! Pool and Spray 
Park April 22 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., according to Robert Koren, 
Directorate of Family, Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation acting 
sports, fitness and aquatics man-
ager.

This is the second iteration of 
the event, with the first closing 
out the summer swimming sea-
son last year. Koren said it was 
only fitting to allow the dogs an-
other chance to get their feet wet 
before people start taking to the 
pools.

“Fort Rucker Aquatics realized 
how unique and different this 
type of event was, and decided to 
give the dogs another go around 
before the pool is drained and 
scrubbed for the beginning of the 
summer season,” he said. “The 
goal is to allow owners to bring 
their dogs to the pool and spray 
park to cool off, swim and splash 
around, and enjoy some fun in 
the sun with their owners.”

Last year’s event was a hit with 
those attending, including Jenna 
Matlin, military spouse.

“I just think this is the greatest 
thing,” she said last year. “Sam-
my is very social and she loves 
playing with other dogs, but I’ve 
never had the chance to let her 
swim with other dogs and she’s 
loved it, so far.

“She loves to swim, so this was 
perfect for her,” she added. “I 

honestly can’t think of anything 
better for my dog than to have 
something like this for her to do. 
I wish she could do this every 
weekend.”

Although patrons may get the 
urge to join their furry family 
members for a swim, Koren said 
the pool will be open for dog 
swimming only during the event, 
but patrons are free to enjoy the 
spray park with their dogs on a 
leash.

All dog owners must pre-reg-
ister for the event, which can be 

done at the Fort Rucker Physi-
cal Fitness Center on Andrews 
Avenue. The cost is $7 per dog, 
and owners must provide a copy 
of each registered pet’s current 
vaccination records, for safety 
purposes, said Koren.

“During the event, dog owners 
are welcome and encouraged to 
bring their pet’s favorite toy, ball, 
rope to interact with them during 
the event,” said the sports, fitness 
and aquatics manager. “To ensure 
that fun is had by all participants, 
owners and dogs alike, we po-

litely ask that all dogs be well be-
haved, and friendly around other 
people and dogs.”

Koren said that for the safety 
of the dogs and others, any dis-
plays of aggressive behavior or 
tendencies will result in the dog 
having to be removed from the 
event and facility, but dogs of all 
size are welcome.

Dogs must be accompanied by 
an adult, 18 years or older, at all 
times, and owners must clean up 
after their dogs, he said, adding 

that plastic waste bags and bins 
will be provided.

The event will be open to the 
general public and those plan-
ning to attend the event from out-
side of post must obtain a visitors 
pass. Passes can be obtained from 
the visitor control centers at the 
Daleville Gate, Mondays-Sunday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Ozark 
Gate, Mondays-Fridays from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

For more information, call 
255-2296 or 255-9162.

Then-W01 Jake Goodall, B Company, 1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment, watches his dog, Irene, a Belgium Malinois, jump 
into the pool to retrieve her toy during Dog Days of Summer at Splash! Pool and Spray Park last year.

photos by NathaN pFau

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

4-legged family members 
get VIP treatment at Splash!

dog days

Hannah Gabbard, military spouse, plays fetch with her dog, Rosco, in the spray 
park of Splash! Pool and Spray Park during Dog Days of Summer last year.

Dogs swim together during last year’s Dog Days of Summer.

Dogs edge toward the water to their other four-legged friends as people and their 
furry family members enjoy a day at Splash! Pool and Spray park last year.
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. deadline for submissions is noon thursday for the following week’s edition.

Teal Tuesday
April is Sexual Assault Awareness Pre-

vention Month. This year, the theme is 
“Sexual Assault. Sexual Harassment. Not 
in Our Army.” The Teal Day Campaign 
is a Fort Rucker community-wide effort 
to recognize the collective responsibility 
to prevent all forms of sexual assault and 
sexual harassment by wearing something 
teal on Tuesdays throughout the month of 
April, according to Army Community Ser-
vice officials. 

Storytelling with Dolores Hydock
Center Library will host storyteller Do-

lores Hydock today at 11 a.m. for “True 
Grits: Stories of Home Cooking and 
Southern Hospitality.” Turnip greens, to-
mato stakes, sauerkraut and strong South-
ern women – they’re all part of this funny, 
affectionate collection of stories about a 
Pennsylvania Yankee transplanted to the 
red clay of Alabama, according to organiz-
ers. The free event is open to authorized 
patrons and those who have access to Fort 
Rucker. 

For more information or to register, visit 
the library or call 255-3885.

Easter brunch
The Landing will host Easter brunch 

Sunday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the ball-
room. The brunch will feature classic and 
seasonal dishes, traditional brunch favor-
ites, an omelet bar, carving stations, de-
luxe dessert bar and more. 

For more information or to make a res-
ervation, call 255-0769

Basics of vehicle maintenance class
The Fort Rucker Auto Skills Center will 

host its How To: The Basics of Vehicle 
Maintenance Class Sunday from noon to 2 
p.m. The class will be open to the public. 
The fee for the class will be $20 and will 
cover the cost of the inspection form and 
shop supplies, as well as a certificate of 
completion for those attending the class. 
Space is limited to six students. 

For more information or to register, call 
255-9725.

Scream Free Parenting
Army Community Service will host its 

Scream Free Parenting workshop Mon-
day from 9-11 a.m. at The Commons. The 
workshop will be limited to 15 partici-
pants and the deadline to register will be 
Friday. The free workshop will be open to 
active-duty and retired military, Depart-
ment of Defense employees and their fam-
ily members. 

For more information, call 255-3898. 

Earth Day awareness 
The Center Library will host an Earth 

Day awareness education program 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. at The Commons, 
Bldg. 8950. The program will feature dif-
ferent animals that live in the wild and 
attendees will discover ways people can 
protect them and the environment, accord-
ing to library officials. The program will 
be limited to the first 40 people to register 
and open to authorized patrons. The pro-
gram will be Exceptional Family Member 
Program friendly.

For more information or to register, visit 
the library or call 255-3885. 

Retirement system Seminar
Army Community Service’s Financial 

Readiness Program will present a Blended 
Retirement System Seminar Wednesday 
from 6-7 p.m. in the Soldier Service Cen-
ter, Bldg. 5700, in Rm. 282. The seminar 
will discuss the significant changes to the 
current military retirement system, includ-
ing how retirement pay will be calculated, 
continuation pay and the Thrift Savings 
Plan with matching government contribu-
tions. The discussion will be facilitated by 
accredited financial counselors. Pre-regis-
tration is required by Tuesday. Free child-
care is available with registration. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255- 3765 or 255-9631. 

Launching Hope
Launching Hope is a Scream Free pro-

gram for parents with teenagers sched-
uled for Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. at The 
Commons. The program will be limited 
to 15 participants. The deadline to regis-
ter is Friday at The Commons. Child care 
provided. The free workshop is open to 
active-duty and retired military, DOD em-
ployees and their family members. 

For more information, call 255-3898. 

Tot Time
Army Community Service hosts its Tot 

Time playgroup Wednesdays from 9:30-
11a.m. at The Commons, Bldg. 8950. The 
playgroup is for children 12-36 months 
and their caregivers. The playgroup pro-
vides programs and activities that enhance 
caregiver-child interaction, and stimulate 
child growth and development. 

For more information, call 255-9647 or 
255-3359.

Mom & Me: Dad too! 
Army Community Service hosts its 

Mom & Me: Dad too! playgroup Mon-
days from 9:30–11 a.m. at The Com-
mons. The playgroup is for families with 
children ages birth to 3 years old. 

For more information, call 255-9647 or 
255-3359. 

Dog Days of Summer Dog Swim
Splash! Pool will host its Dog Days 

of Summer Dog Swim April 22 from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Registration is required to 
participate and the cost is $7 per dog. At 
time of registration and payment, all dog 
owners will be required to attach a copy 
of their dog’s current vaccination records 
for health and safety considerations. No 
people are allowed in the pool with the 
dogs at the same time unless there is an 
emergency with a dog in distress. Dogs 
must be accompanied by an adult at all 
times and humans are limited to two dogs’ 
participation at any given time. 

For more information, including the 
rules of the event, call 255-9162. 

CPR orientation
The Army Community Service New 

Parent Support Program will host a free 
orientation to CPR class April 24 from 
8-11 a.m. at the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. Child care will 
be provided and no children will be al-
lowed in the training area. The class will 
not include certification. The class will 
be Exceptional Family Member Program 
friendly. 

For child care information and to regis-
ter, call 255-9647 or 255-3359.

Denim Day
April 26 is Denim Day – an annual 

campaign that aims to raise awareness of 
sexual assault. The Fort Rucker SHARP 
Team encourages the Fort Rucker Com-
munity to wear something denim on this 
day as a visible commitment to support 
the prevention of sexual assault.

Stroller Parade
The fourth annual Stroller Parade and 

Decorating Contest will help bring aware-
ness to the community’s effort to prevent 
and confront all forms of child abuse and 
neglect, according to Army Community 
Service officials. People wanting to par-
ticipate should meet at the Fort Rucker 
Primary School track April 26 at 9:30 
a.m. for the parade, and a performance by 
the school band and choir. The parade will 
last about an hour. Participants should 
have their strollers decorated prior to the 
event. Participation will be free. Strollers, 

wagons and trikes are all welcome. Prizes 
will be awarded to the first-, second- and 
third-place winners. The deadline to reg-
ister is April 24. Children are welcome at 
the event. 

For more information, call 255-9647 or 
255-3359.

Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host Fort Rucker 

Right Arm Night April 27 from 4-6 p.m. 
Right Arm Night is an Army tradition, 
promoting a night of camaraderie and es-
prit de corps as leaders come together and 
treat those who help them accomplish the 
mission. Complimentary appetizers will 
be served while supplies last. Right Arm 
Night is held every month, and both mili-
tary and civilians are welcome. For more 
information, call 255-0768. 

Operation Megaphone Worldwide 
Lock-In

In recognition of the Month of the Mili-
tary Child, the Fort Rucker Youth Center 
will host Operation Megaphone World-
wide Lock-In April 28. Activities will in-
clude a glow party and activities, glow-in-
the-dark bowling at Rucker Lanes, movies, 
and arts and crafts. The center will close 
at 6 p.m. April 28 for two hours for staff 
lunches and break before the fun starts at 8 
p.m. All youth must be picked up by 6 a.m. 
April 29. Registration fee is $20. Permis-
sion slips must be turned in by April 21. 
Children must be registered with child and 
youth services, and ages 11-8 and grades 
6-12. 

For membership information or to sign-
up for membership, call 255-9638 or 255-
2260.

FOrt ruCker Movie Schedule for April 13-16

TickeTs are $6 for adulTs and $5 for children, 12 and under. MiliTary i.d. card holders and Their guesTs are welcoMe. schedule subjecT To change. for More inforMaTion, call 255-2408. 

dFMWR 
spotlight

Thursday, April 13 Friday, April 14 Saturday, April 15 Sunday, April 16

Smurfs: The Lost Village (PG) ........7 p.m.Smurfs: The Lost Village (PG) ........7 p.m. Rock Dog (PG) ................................4 p.m.
Fifty Shades Darker (R) .................7 p.m.

A Dog’s Purpose (PG) .....................1 p.m.
The Great Wall (PG-13) ..................4 p.m.

The Center Library will host its next Mad Scientist Workshop – a science, technology, engineering, art and math program - in two sessions April 
20. The first session will be from 3:30-4:30 p.m. and the second from 4:30-5:30 p.m. The event, an introduction to modern art, will be free, open to 
authorized patrons, Exceptional Family Member Program friendly and open to the first 20 people to register. For more information or to register, visit 
the Center Library or call 255-3885. Pictured is a scene from the February Mad Scientist Workshop.

photo NathaN pFau

Mad scientist Workshop



WASHINGTON — When people think 
about the great Army generals of World War 
II, Lt. Gen. George S. Patton, Gen. Doug-
las MacArthur, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
and Army Chief of Staff Gen. George C. 
Marshall come to mind.

But when the historic military figures of 
World War I are remembered, one name al-
ways stands out: Gen. John J. Pershing.

Pershing is venerated because his achieve-
ments in WWI compare favorably to those of 
all the top WWII generals combined, accord-
ing to Eric B. Setzekorn, a historian at the 
U.S. Army Center of Military History, who 
authored a just-released pamphlet available 
free online titled, “Joining the Great War: 
April 1917 to April 1918.” About 10,000 
copies of the pamphlet have been printed. It 
can be viewed online at http://history.army.
mil/html/books/077/77-3/index.html.

Although Pershing shines for his leader-
ship and achievements, it took the contribu-
tions of many other exceptional leaders to 
support the greatest-ever build up to war, of 
course, and Setzekorn chronicled their ac-
complishments in the pamphlet as well.

When Congress declared war on Germa-
ny, April 6, 1917, President Woodrow Wil-
son and Secretary of War Newton D. Baker 
turned to Pershing, Setzekorn said. “It’s an 
amazing degree of trust given to him by Wil-
son and Baker to really go over to France 
and make this work, with him calling the 
tune on nearly everything.”

Why was Pershing such a central figure 
in the war?

Early in his career, Pershing cut his teeth 
on the western frontier, participating in 
the Indian wars. Later, he participated in 
the Spanish-American War, serving with 
the 10th Cavalry, the famed “Buffalo Sol-
diers,” fighting alongside Col. Theodore 
Roosevelt’s “Rough Riders” in Cuba.

About two years later he was in the jun-
gles of the Philippines, fighting guerilla 
insurgents. Just before World War I, he led 
the U.S. Army’s expedition into Mexico to 
stem the flow of bandits across the South-
west border. To sum up, Setzekorn said, “He 
was the only figure with a lot of command 
experience.”

But to fight and win a war requires organi-
zation, training, logistics and diplomacy, in 
addition to actual fighting, he added.

ORGANIZATION
When the U.S. declared war, only about 

133,000 Soldiers were on active duty and 
some National Guard Soldiers were on the 
Southwest border, Setzekorn said. By the 
time the war ended Nov. 11, 1918, the Army 
was 4.2 million men strong.

In order to get those numbers in the short-
est amount of time, Congress and the admin-
istration decided to enact a draft on May 18, 
1917, rather than rely on an all-volunteer 
force.

A large-scale draft during the Civil War 
had resulted in widespread riots, particularly 
in New York and Baltimore, Setzekorn said. 
So Baker worked closely with Congress to 
avoid that kind of social unrest by develop-
ing a conscription policy that relied more on 
local authorities than on federal agencies in 
administering the draft.

The Guard, which was federalized, figured 
prominently in WWI, Setzekorn said, with 
two of the first four divisions going to war in 
late 1917 consisting of Guard Soldiers.

But the Reserve didn’t play much of a role 
in the war, he added. Civilians experienced 
in logistics, medicine and engineering were 
quickly recruited to fill those critical slots as 
a contracted workforce. One of the lessons 
of the war, Setzekorn said, was the need for 
an expanded Reserve.

TRAINING AND EQUIPPING
The next problem was establishing train-

ing and mobilization sites. Thirty-two hast-

ily built or expanded training camps were 
established across the U.S., including Camp 
Meade, Maryland; Camp Humphries, Vir-
ginia (which later became Fort Belvoir); 
Camp Fremont, California; Camp Travis, 
Texas; Camp Merritt, New Jersey and Camp 
Grant, Illinois. Camp Merritt, Setzekorn 
said, became the largest embarkation facil-
ity.

Each camp was designed to train 40,000 
Soldiers at a time; in essence, they were like 
small cities that sprang up nearly overnight.

At first, Soldiers didn’t have enough rifles 
so they trained with sticks. Those who did 
have rifles had the Springfield, a very accu-
rate weapon, but one that was complicated to 
manufacture. To crank out millions of rifles 
quickly, the Army turned to the Enfield, a 
much simpler weapon to manufacture. It be-
came the primary weapon used by Soldiers 
of the American Expeditionary Forces.

As for finding adequately trained leaders, 
Setzekorn said, the Army at the turn of the 
century had shown foresight in setting up 
excellent leader-development courses, not 
just at the traditional U.S. Military Acade-
my at West Point, New York, but also at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, and at the Army War 
College.

The company- and field-grade officers 
who graduated “brought fresh ideas and a 
professional ethic to their duties,” Setzekorn 
noted. Many of these men would be leaders 
in the AEF and provide top-level leadership 
for World War II, as well.

Pershing also did a wonderful job in seek-
ing French and British veteran officers to 
train U.S. Soldiers both at the camps in the 
U.S. and in training areas in France, Setze-
korn said.

These young American officers’ respon-
sibilities grew exponentially. At the start of 
the war, a second lieutenant might be armed 
with a saber and pistol on a horse command-
ing a cavalry unit. A year later, that same of-
ficer might be commanding a battalion with 
duties that ranged from coordinating with 
air reconnaissance and artillery over a field 

phone to managing mechanized assets such 
as trucks and sometimes tanks.

“The level of complexity was so far be-
yond what anyone had ever experienced, 
and the technology was all new and fright-
ening,” Setzekorn said. “It was war on an 
industrial scale, the likes of which had never 
been seen before.”

DIPLOMACY
When Pershing arrived in France June 10, 

1917, he found his French and British allies 
desperate for manpower, Setzekorn said. 
Years of trench warfare had taken a toll. Mil-
lions of French and British forces had been 
killed or wounded, more in fact than all U.S. 
Soldiers killed or wounded in U.S. history.

Understandably, morale was wavering 
and, at one point, half the French army had 
mutinied. On top of that, Russia was weak-
ening, and German troops on the eastern 
front were pouring westward, threatening to 
overrun allied lines, Setzekorn said.

The French and British had the notion that, 

“if you can give us these young, healthy, en-
ergetic Soldiers, we can train them and get 
our officers to lead them, and that’s the best 
way to fight Germany,” he said.

“For political reasons, it was difficult for 
Americans to fight under a foreign flag, and 
Pershing had to navigate this problem dip-
lomatically because you wanted to have an 
American flag and an American identity,” 
Setzekorn said.

In essence, “Pershing was working to 
thread the needle by offering support, but 
at the same time never allowing American 
troops to come under control of France or 
Britain,” he explained. “It was a tough issue 
that continued throughout the war, particu-
larly in the spring of 1918 when France and 
Britain were becoming exasperated that it 
was taking so long for American Soldiers to 
become trained.”

Setzekorn noted some exceptions to this 
control issue, known formally as the “amal-
gamation debates.” African-American Sol-
diers of the 92nd and 93rd Divisions were 
incorporated into some French units and 
went on to fight with distinction.

The French and British were becoming 
exasperated with the issue of control and the 
perceived slow pace of the American build-
up, Setzekorn said.

“A lot of people said, ‘Americans, maybe 
this is just too hard for you,’ but Pershing 
stood his ground saying we’re going to get 
our divisions trained and our corps trained, 
and we’re going to be the equals of France 
and Great Britain,” he said.

Pershing succeeded “through his force of 
will,” Setzekorn said. “He was a very strong 
character, cast in a very difficult role. I can’t 
think of anyone who’s even come close to 
that since then, certainly not during World 
War II or later wars. He was really it. Once 
you left U.S. soil it was Pershing calling the 
shots on almost everything.”

CONCLUSION
The first year of WWI may not seem as 

exciting as its later years, at least in terms 
of battles fought, but that period “provided a 
foundation for the U.S. to be a major player 
both in the war and ... the emergence of the 
U.S. as a force in the world,” Setzekorn 
said.

Marshall, Patton, Eisenhower and other 
young officers under Pershing’s command 
saw what it took to build an Army, he said, 
“not the flashy stuff on the battlefield but the 
grunt work of training and logistics, devel-
oping doctrine and educating key leaders.”

That education would pay big dividends 
when these men led their own armies during 
WWII, he continued.

April 1917 to April 1918 “is really the birth 
of the U.S. Army as we know it,” Setzekorn 
concluded. By April 1918, the doughboys, 
as Soldiers were called, became the Army 
that exists today with divisions, combined 
arms, a tank corps, an air service, a chemical 
warfare service and so on.
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Upon his arrival in France in June 1917, Gen. John Pershing traveled to the tomb of Marquis de Lafayette. 
Here, he is with French leaders saluting the U.S. Revolutionary War hero. 
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By David Vergun
Army News Service

100 years ago, WWi buildup paved 
way for today’s modern army
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FORT MEADE, Md. — This month 
marks the 100th anniversary of the United 
States’ formal entry into World War I. After 
a long period of neutrality, U.S. lawmakers 
voted to enter the war, beginning a period of 
military industrialization never before seen. 

The Great War, as it’s often called, left an 
indelible mark on the art of war and cata-
pulted the American military into a more 
modern age. In recognition of the anniver-
sary, we’re highlighting a few of those ad-
vancements.

The military’s use of aircraft really came 
into its own during the war. While balloons 
and planes were used prior to World War I, 
this was the first major conflict to use aerial 
combat on a large scale. Initially used for 
observation purposes, planes quickly be-
came tools for combat with the inclusion of 
machine-gun fire and aerial bombs. They 
were even used to drop propaganda materi-
als in war-torn countries.

This period was also the precursor to 
unmanned aircraft. Aviation entrepreneur 
Lawrence B. Sperry demonstrated the safe 
and stable operation of what would later 
become the modern use of autopilot some 
10 years after the Wright brothers first flew 
in 1903.

SUBMARINES AND ULTRASOUND
Both the Allied forces and Central Pow-

ers employed submarines during the Great 
War. Germany’s Unterseeboot, or under-
sea boats, were commonly called U-boats. 
These vessels were used to sink thousands 
of Allied ships, including the British ocean 
liner, RMS Lusitania, on May 7, 1915. 
Nearly 130 Americans aboard that ship 
perished in the attack. The Lusitania sink-
ing and later incidents would eventually 
prompt the United States to declare war 
against Germany on April 6, 1917.

Advancements like the gyrocompass sys-
tem and magnetic torpedoes made hitting 
targets and navigating the waters faster. 
Britain’s advancement in ultrasound tech-
nology allowed sunken vessels to be easily 
located, an advancement that would prove 

vital during World War II.

BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS AND 
BANKING

While in France, Oswald Hope Robert-
son, a doctor affiliated with the Army’s 
Base Hospital No. 5, worked with the Brit-
ish Army on mastering blood transfusions. 
Doctors realized not all blood was the same 
and that it could be refrigerated for longer 
shelf life.

It was after these discoveries that Rob-
ertson mapped out plans for one of the 
earliest blood banks in 1917. Using Type 
O blood donors, Robertson was able to col-
lect blood in advance and store it for a short 
period of time for use in wounded service 
members. Dr. Charles Drew would go on 
to perfect the blood banking process during 
World War II.

It’s estimated 4.5 million Americans 
would die each year without lifesaving 
blood transfusions.

PLASTIC SURGERY
The increased use of bombs and machine 

gun fire changed the scope of injuries sus-
tained by troops on the frontlines. Doctors 

saw an increase in facial wounds among 
service members. In 1916, New Zealand 
surgeon Harold Gillies began performing 
reconstructive surgeries on military patients 
who needed skin grafts and other forms of 
plastic surgery.

One such patient required a new kind of 
skin graft called the “tubed pedicle,” which 
Gillies used to repair the service member’s 
damaged eyelids. Gillies created a skin flap 
for the patient inside a tube to keep the 
blood supply intact and free from infec-
tion since there were no antibiotics at the 
time. Gillies’ medical advancements didn’t 
stop there. In 1946, he performed the first 
female-to-male gender reassignment sur-
gery.

SANITARY PADS
Most people may think of the ways the 

Great War revolutionized combat on the 
ground, at sea, and in the air, but one war-
time development forever changed things 
for women. The advent of a cotton substi-
tute made of wood pulp called cellucotton 
helped save lives, but it also revolutionized 
menstruation for women.

Highly absorbent, cellucotton was used 

to bandage wounded troops. Nurses on the 
front lines noticed the material was a better 
alternative than the washable, reusable rags 
they were using during menstruation.

In 1920, the Kimberly-Clark Corp. acted 
on the nurses’ discovery, using excess cel-
lucotton to create the first disposable sani-
tary napkins under the Kotex brand.

TRENCH COATS
Most people may not associate war with 

fashion, but this functional design has tran-
scended wartime to runways around the 
world. The trench coat was initially used 
for just that: troops in the trenches. Cre-
ated as a coat for British officers, the trench 
coat was water-resistant and made from a 
breathable fabric. The coats held field gear 
and even included a gun flap over the right 
shoulder.

Today, there’s no need for insignia or D-
rings to carry maps on the popular trench 
coat for everyday wear. Now, these func-
tional, yet fashionable overcoats can keep 
you dry on rainy days or warm when there’s 
a chill in the air. The military also inspired 
other popular civilian trends like pea coats 
and combat boots.

The Fokker D.VII was one of the best fighter aircraft of World War I, and was the only weapon used by the Central Powers specifically mentioned in the Versailles 
Treaty. The Central Powers surrendered 142 at the close of the war, and the Fokker company sold even more to the U. S. Air Service. 
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Blood transfusions, trench coats, other 
WWI innovations still used today
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FORT MEADE, Md. — World War I 
broke out in 1914 and significantly shaped the 
rest of the 20th Century, abroad and at home. 
April 6 marked 100 years since the U.S. got 
involved in the international conflict.

Centennial events will be unfolding across 
the country this year to remind Americans of 
the sacrifices made during that war and how 
it shaped many of the policies and problems 
we still have today. So, here are some key 
facts about the Great War and America’s in-
volvement in it.

WHY IT STARTED 
The war officially began toward the end 

of July 1914 after Franz Ferdinand, the arch-
duke of Austria, was assassinated by a Ser-
bian nationalist in Bosnia, which was part 
of the Austria-Hungarian Empire. The gen-
eral feeling was that Serbia, a country with 
which Bosnia had religious tensions, was re-
sponsible for the assassination, so the empire 
declared war on the Serbs.

Here’s how it played out from there:
France and England tried to mediate the • 
situation, to no avail.
Germany, an ally of Austria, refused • 
to intervene, even though Russia had 
pleaded for it to do so.
Russia then mobilized part of its army to • 
help Serbia, its ally.
Germany and Russia declared war on • 
each other.
France mobilized its troops, declaring it • 
would not remain neutral in a German-
Russian battle.
Germany invaded France’s neutral • 
neighbor, Belgium, in an attempt to 
quickly invade France and capture Paris 
by surprise.
Great Britain declared war on Germany • 
to stand beside its allies, Belgium and 
France.
Italy and the U.S. later joined the war on • 
the side of Britain, France and Russia, 
also known as the Allies.

AMERICA’S LATE ENTRY
America had chosen to remain neutral for 

much of the war. But after a German subma-
rine – known as a U-boat – sank the British 
cruise liner Lusitania in May 1915, killing 

123 Americans as they innocently crossed 
the Atlantic, America grew concerned over 
Germany’s unrestricted submarine warfare 
tactics. Still, the U.S. stayed neutral for two 
more years.

On April 6, 1917, the U.S. finally joined 
the fray. President Woodrow Wilson cited 
two reasons for the declaration of war: Ger-
many had tried to get Mexico to join in an 
alliance against the U.S. (which failed), and 
Germany had also violated a pledge to sus-
pend its unrestricted submarine warfare in 
the north Atlantic and the Mediterranean.

America’s role in helping the Allies win 
the war and mediating its aftermath led to 
the rise of the U.S. as a global power.

TECHNICALLY NOT PART OF THE 
ALLIES

While the U.S. joined the war on the side 
of the Allies, the nation technically entered 
the war as an associated power. That meant 
it wasn’t bound to honor pre-existing agree-
ments among the Allied powers, most of 
which focused on post-war redistribution of 
territories.

VETERANS DAY A PRODUCT OF 
THE GREAT WAR

The armistice that ended the war’s hostili-

ties took effect on Nov. 11, 1918. A year later, 
Wilson declared it Armistice Day, a time to 
honor those who took part in the war. A few 
years later, Nov. 11 became a federal holi-
day. In 1954, after the events of World War 
II and the Korean War, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower signed legislation changing its 
name to Veterans Day.

GERMANY’S POST-WAR PUNISHMENT 
LED TO THE RISE OF HITLER

While Armistice Day ended hostilities, the 
Treaty of Versailles signed on June 28, 1919 
– exactly five years after the archduke’s as-
sassination – established the terms of post-
war peace and implemented strict punish-
ment on Germany at the wishes of France 
and the U.K.

Germany accepted responsibility for the 
war and, therefore, had to pay about $37 
billion in reparations to the Allies. It also 
had to give up about 10 percent of its pre-
war territory and all of its overseas posses-
sions. Its military was limited in size and two 
resource-rich areas of the country were put 
under control of the League of Nations (and 
later exploited).

Germans grew to resent the harsh condi-
tions imposed on them, which caused po-
litical instability and an economic collapse. 

That led to the rise of fascism in Europe and 
the Nazi Party in Germany, led by Adolf 
Hitler, who broke the Treaty of Versailles in 
1933.

WAR OF 1812’S FAMED FORT 
MCHENRY WAS BUSIER DURING 
WWI

Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland, is 
famous for what occurred there during the 
War of 1812. The Chesapeake Bay, just off 
the fort’s shores, was where Francis Scott 
Key penned the “Star-Spangled Banner” 
during a naval battle.

But the fort was actually much more active 
during World War I. An Army hospital had 
been built around it and, over the course of 
the war, more than 20,000 sick and wounded 
Soldiers passed through it.

LAST REMAINING U.S. WWI 
VETERAN DIED IN 2011

Cpl. Frank Buckles, a Soldier from Charles 
Town, West Virginia, died Feb. 27, 2011, 
at 110 years of age. He had enlisted in the 
Army when he was 16 and was the last sur-
viving World War I doughboy, which was a 
term used to describe American Expedition-
ary Forces troops who had been deployed to 
Europe during the conflict.

By Katie Lange
Defense Media Activity

The Fokker D.VII was one of the best fighter aircraft of World War I, and was the only weapon used by the Central Powers specifically mentioned in the Versailles 
Treaty. The Central Powers surrendered 142 at the close of the war, and the Fokker company sold even more to the U. S. Air Service. 
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ANDALUSIA
ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 has 

regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, call 
222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 hosts a 
dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 

Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served Sundays, and 
games and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  For more information, call 598-6211, 
598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of Commerce 
meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the 
Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural and 
Convention Center. For more information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
ONGOING — The Wiregrass Museum of Art will 

open its spring exhibitions, including “From Here to 
There: Printmaking in Alabama,” “documentingBlues: 
Photography” by Jenn Ocken, and the “Helen Keller Art 
Show of Alabama,” April 20 at Art After Hours. After 
opening, “From Here to There: Printmaking in Alabama” 
and “documentingBlues: Photography” will run through 
June 24. The “Helen Keller Art Show of Alabama” will run 
through May 13. WMA’s galleries are open to the public 
Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Private tours and activities can be 
arranged by appointment on Mondays and Tuesdays. Art 
After Hours is held quarterly at the Wiregrass Museum of 
Art. The spring event will take place April 20 at 5:30 p.m. 
Admission is free for members and $5 for non-members. 

APRIL 20-23 — The Good Sam Club will hold its 
annual rally at the Peanut Festival Fairgrounds. Club 
members are welcome to attend and camp out in their 
recreational vehicles. The event will feature numerous 
activities, vendors and events. For more information, call 
(205) 312-1248 or visit www.algoodsam.org.

ONGOING — Disabled American Veterans Dothan 
Chapter 87 maintains a service officer at its office at 545 
West Main St. (Mixon Business Center) Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The chapter will assist 
veterans who were injured or disabled while in military 
service. DAV service officers help veterans and their 

spouses with disability compensation claims and other 
veterans benefits. All veteran services provided are free of 
charge. For more information, call 836-0217, Ext. 123, or 
send an email to davchapter87@gmail.com.

ENTERPRISE
APRIL 17, 24 AND MAY 1 — Beginning Foxtrot 

dance lessons will be offered at the Hildreth Building, 202 
N. Main St.  Classes will be from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  The cost 
is $3 per person per class. For more information, call 393-
4811 

 
ONGOING — The American Legion Post 73 meets 

at the American Legion building at 200 Gibson Street on 
the fourth Saturday of each month beginning at 9 a.m. The 
building is across the street from the Lee Street Baptist 
Church. For more information call 447-8507.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6683, 
John Wiley Brock Post monthly membership meetings for 
the VFW Post 6683 and Auxiliary are on the third Tuesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at the post headquarters building 
located at 2615 Coffee County Road 537. The post mailing 
address is P.O. Box 311752 Enterprise, AL 36330. For 
more information, call 334-464-1171 or the auxiliary at 
334-464-2222. The post also has a Facebook site at vfw 
post 6683. 

GENEVA
ONGOING — The Geneva County Relay for Life 

meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens 
Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONGOING — Residents are invited to town hall meet-

ings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
APRIL 27 — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 

will meet at 6 p.p. in the Senior Center, located one block 
behind the old police station. Food and drink will be served 
followed by regular chapter business. Veterans throughout 
the Wiregrass are invited to join as DAV or DAV Auxiliary. 
Current DAV members who wish to be considered for the 
upcoming year’s positions of commander, senior or junior 
vice or other positions  should submit their names to the 
chapter’s adjutant no later than May 25. Formal nominations 
will be conducted at the June 22 meeting and elections of 
new officers will be held at the July 27 meeting. For more 
information, call 334-718-5707.

ONGOING — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 

a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 
a service office in the New Brockton Police Station at 
706 McKinnon Street. The office will assist veterans who 
were injured or disabled while in military service. DAV 
service officers help veterans and their spouses with 
disability compensation claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, 
death benefits, VA medical care, Social Security disability 
benefits, veterans job programs, homeless veterans services 
and other veteran services. All veteran services are provided 
free of charge. For more information, call 334-406-6700.  

OZARK
ONGOING —AL-ANON will hold weekly meetings 

on Mondays at noon at the Lutheran Prince of Peace. For 
more information, call 618-513-1258.  

ONGOING — Every Thursday at 5:30 p.m., yoga with 
Sandra Bittman is at Perry Recreation Center for $5 a 
person.   

ONGOING — The Ann Rudd Art Center offers free art 
lessons for children ages 5 and older. The young student 
class is Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon, and the adult-teen 
class is from 12:30-3 p.m. Slots are on a first come, first 
served basis. For more information, call 774-7922.

PINCKARD
ONGOING — The public is invited to the Cross Country 

Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church. 

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
ONGOING — The Samson City Council meets monthly 

the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson 
Community Center. 

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 meets monthly 
on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY
ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust Company sponsors 

senior dance nights every Saturday night from 7-10 
p.m. at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex is 
transformed into a dance hall and features music from the 
40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
 ONGOING — A German coffee takes place the last 

Thursday of every month except November at 10 a.m. at 
The Landing on Fort Rucker. The group has been meeting 
for more than 40 years.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would lIke to advertIse your event, emaIl JIm HugHes wItH all tHe detaIls at JHugHes@armyflIer.com.

Beyond Briefs
Alabama Book Festival

The annual Alabama Book Festival will 
be in historic downtown Montgomery at 
Old Alabama Town April 22 from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. with about 50 authors, and more 
than 40 vendors and exhibitors. The free 
public event is the state’s premier book fes-
tival, with some 5,000 people from around 
the state and the southeast converging in 
the capital to meet with and hear from their 
favorite authors and scholars, according 
to organizers. The event will also feature 
a children’s activity area. Old Alabama 
Town is located at 301 Columbus Street.

For more information, call 334-240-
4500 or visit www.alabamabookfestival.
org/welcome.html.

Joy to Life - Walk of Life
The Joy to Life Foundation will host its 

16th year of the Joy to Life - Walk of Life 
event April 22 from 8:30-11 a.m. where 
people will be welcome to run or walk to 
raise awareness and support for the fight 
against breast cancer. The Walk of Life 
will begin at 8:30 a.m. with the starting 
line on Tallapoosa Street near Dreamland 
BBQ. Once people cross the finish line 
on Commerce Street by the Alley Station, 
they can make their way through the tunnel 

to Montgomery’s Riverfront Park where 
there will be food, drinks, the Mighty Kids 
Dash, vendors, artists, music and more.

For more information, call 334-284-
5433 or visit joytolifefoundation.org/
events/walk-of-life/.

Gulf Coast Hot Air Balloon Festival
The Gulf Coast Hot Air Balloon Festi-

val will take place May 4-7 in Foley. Pi-
lots from across the U.S will participate 
and the festival will include balloon glows 
Friday and Saturday night, the Disc Con-
nected K-9’s Frisbee Dog Show, carnival 
rides, arts and crafts vendors, and food 
and entertainment, according to organiz-
ers. There will be a balloon glow May 4 
from 6-7 p.m. at Tanger Outlets. The festi-
val grounds, located at 18507 US Hwy. 98 
West in Foley, are open Friday from 2-10 
p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.

For more information, visit http://www.
gulfcoastballoonfestival.com/.

Reptile show
The Navarre Conference Center in Pen-

sacola, Florida, will host ReptiDay Pensa-
cola April 15 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
one-day reptile event will feature vendors 
offering reptile pets, supplies, feeders, 
cages and merchandise, as well as live ani-
mal seminars. Admission will be $10 for 
adults, $5 for children ages 5-12 and free 

for children younger than 5.
For more information, visit http://repti-

con.com/florida/reptiday-pensacola/.

Montgomery Biscuits baseball
The Montgomery Biscuits are a Double 

A affiliate of the Tampa Bay Rays and 
play in Riverwalk Stadium in downtown 
Montgomery. Various specials and promo-
tions are offered throughout the season. 
For more information, visit http://www.
biscuitsbaseball.com.

Date Night Movie on the Green
A date night movie will be played on 

the big blow up screen at Montgomery’s 
Riverfront Park starting at dark on the 
first Friday in May and June. People are 
welcome to bring chairs or blankets for 
seating. Food vendors will be available, or 
people may bring their own food. People 
must be at least 18 years or older. Pets are 
welcome. Tickets are $5 per person and 
must be purchased online or at the gate.

The movie for May 5 is “Silver Linings 
Playbook,” and June 2 is “Dirty Danc-
ing.”

For more information, call 334-625-
2100 or visit funinmontgomery.com/an-
nouncements/movies-on-the-green.

Blue Angels Practice
People can observe the Blue Angels, the 

U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squad-
ron, practice most Tuesdays and Wednes-
days between March and November at the 
National Naval Aviation Museum view-
ing area in Pensacola, Florida. Practi-
cies typically begin at 11:30 a.m. and last 
about an hour. The outside viewing area 
for the Blue Angels practice is located on 
the museum flight line north of the muse-
um. Signs are posted to direct visitors to 
viewing and parking locations, including 
limited parking for handicapped visitors. 

Open bleacher seating is available for 
1,000 people. Chair service is provided 
at each practice session –chairs are avail-
able for a fee of $3 per chair good for 
that day’s practice session. Concessions 
and merchandise are also available, and 
there is a 100-percent ID check for all 
visitors 16 years old and over to access 
the museum flight line. Backpacks, day-
packs, luggage and similar items are not 
allowed on the flight line. Small purses, 
bags containing medications, and diaper 
bags are allowed, but are subject to search 
by Naval Air Station Pensacola Security 
personnel. 

Cancellations due to weather or main-
tenance are made at the team’s discretion 
and may not be made until the morning of 
the practice.

For more information, visit http://www.
navalaviationmuseum.org/.

Montgomery will host its free River Jam 
Music Festival May 12-13 presented by 
Wind Creek Montgomery and the Alabama 
Roots Music Society. May 12 at 6 p.m. at 
the Union Station Train Shed performers 
will be The 69 Band, Wyatt Edmundson 
and The John Bull Band. May 13 at

4:30 p.m. at the Riverfront Amphitheater 
performers will be Kirk J, Leah Seawright 
with March Hearnson, Mingo Fishtrap and 
Anders Osborne.

For more information, call 334-625-
2100 or visit  www.funinmontgomery.
com/announcements/river-jam.

Maxwell Air Force Base
Press Release

Montgomery hosts music festival
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Have a Family •	
disaster plan and 
supply kit. 
Build or identify a •	
safe room in your 
home. 
Purchase and use •	
a NOAA weather 
radio with a tone 
alert feature. This 
will alert you to 
warnings issued by 
your local National 
Weather Service 
office. 

USKA
SUMMER KARATE CAMP
Experience an exciting adventure in the USKA Summer Karate
camp. Your kids will enjoy weekly Karate Classes & Video Games.
Including Basketball, Softball, Inflatable & BBQ at the Park. Wait
there’s more! Weekly Movies at the Theatre, Bowling, Music
Classes and much more. Invite your friends to attend and have a

summer you will never forget.

BEGINS
MAY 30, 2017

THROUGH
JULY 28, 2017

7:30 AM - 5:30 PM

SIGN UP

TODAY!

1145 James Drive • enterprise, aL
(BehinD harBour Freight & Dirt Cheap) 334-475-4308

www.sCorpionkarate1.Com

SUMMER
CAMP
OPEN TO
PUBLIC
BRING
YOUR
FRIENDS

LOW
AS

$65
WEEKLY

WASHINGTON — By April 1917, 
people were already calling the war be-
tween the Allied Powers and the Central 
Powers the Great War, and they were 
right to do so.

Millions of soldiers confronted each oth-
er on the battlefields of France and Russia 
with thousands dying each day, even when 
there were no big offensives.

And on April 6, 1917, the United States 
declared war on the German Empire, join-
ing France, Great Britain, Russia, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and 
Italy. They were arrayed against Germany, 
Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire and 
Bulgaria. 

Both sides expected a quick and relative-
ly bloodless victory when the war started 
in 1914. By the time the U.S. joined the 
fight, the population of whole nations had 
dedicated themselves to winning the war. 
Millions of men were growing ever more 
proficient at using new technologies to kill 
each other.

The names of the bloody battles in Europe 
were already well known to Americans, as a 
corps of outstanding war reporters from the 
major newspapers covered combat and sent 
back daily reports. The Somme, Verdun and 
Tannenberg resonated in the United States, 
just as they did in Europe.

France had a long scar running across it 
where millions of German, Austrian, French 
and British soldiers lost their lives for gains 
measured in yards. Russian soldiers, tired 
of the war, were joining revolutionaries 
calling for the end of the war. Russia’s Czar 
Nicholas II had abdicated in March and 
while Russia continued to fight, it was half-
hearted. Fighting was ongoing in Italy, the 
Balkans, Mesopotamia (now Iraq), Pales-
tine and Africa.

Such was the situation on April 6, 1917, 
when the United States formally declared 
war on the German Empire and joined the 
Allied camp.

ZIMMERMAN TELEGRAM
President Woodrow Wilson had cam-

paigned and won re-election under the 
slogan “He Kept Us Out of War.” He was 
sworn in for his second term on March 5, 
1917, but already the man who was “too 
proud to fight,” was revising his thinking.

“Wilson truly wanted to stay out of the 
war,” said Brian F. Neumann, a historian 
with the Army’s Center of Military His-
tory and the editor of the service’s series 
on the war. “To his thinking, if the United 
States had to enter the war, then it had to 
be for more than just maintaining the sta-
tus quo.”

Diplomats in Europe called the United 
States “The Great Neutral” and U.S. envoys 
worked to effect a peace on the continent. 
But on Jan. 31, the German ambassador to 
the United States delivered a note to Ameri-
can officials stating that Germany will begin 
unrestricted submarine warfare. This meant 
Germany would sink without prior warning 
any ship sailing near Great Britain, France, 
Italy and in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea.

“This is not as shocking today as it was a 
century ago,” Neumann said. “The Germans 
were scraping the bottom of their manpower 
barrel and they saw isolating Great Britain 
as their best chance of knocking the country 
out of the war. Americans regarded this as 
another example of German brutality and 
their desire to make war on civilians.”

Wilson was gobsmacked, and the next 
day he severed diplomatic relations with the 
German Empire, but stopped short of seek-
ing a declaration of war.

At the end of February, Wilson learned 
of the Zimmermann Telegram. This is a 
telegram intercepted by the British from 
German Foreign Minister Arthur Zim-
mermann to the German ambassador in 
Mexico City. The telegram instructs the 
ambassador to offer the president of Mex-
ico – with whom the United States had a 
strained relationship – Texas, Arizona and 
New Mexico if his country declares war 
on the United States.

U.S. officials confirmed the telegram was 
authentic and released it to the press on Feb. 
28. The American people were enraged, 
and Wilson ordered merchant steamers to 
be armed.

‘NO SELFISH ENDS TO SERVE’
In the next few weeks, the German U-

boat campaign sank three U.S-flagged ships 
and that campaign was intensifying. Wilson 
called for a special session of Congress to 
meet on April 2. On that date, Wilson asked 
Congress to declare war on Germany.

“Wilson was a very reluctant warrior,” 
Neumann said. “[He thought] if Americans 
are going to get involved in the quarrels of 
Europe, it had better be for a greater good.”

The president saw the war leading to the 
dissolution of empires, and leading to self-
government.

“The world must be made safe for de-
mocracy,” Wilson said in his address to 
Congress. “Its peace must be planted upon 
the tested foundations of political liberty.

“We have no selfish ends to serve,” he 
continued. “We desire no conquest, no do-
minion. We seek no indemnities for our-
selves, no material compensation for the 
sacrifices we shall freely make. We are but 
one of the champions of the rights of man-
kind. We shall be satisfied when those rights 
have been made as secure as the faith and 
the freedom of nations can make them.”

Four days later, Congress sent the decla-
ration of war to Wilson for his signature.

A DIFFERENT AMERICA
Both the Allied and Central Powers re-

alized the power the United States could 
bring to the war. The population of the 
United States in 1917 was roughly 103.3 
million. Of those, about 15 million were 
foreign-born and there was great concern 
that these “new Americans” wouldn’t fight 
for the nation. There were, after all, hun-
dreds of German-language newspapers in 
the United States, serving more than 2 mil-
lion people who had been born in the Ger-
man Empire.

Most Americans – 55 percent – lived 
and worked in rural areas. Farms had little 
mechanized assistance. There were still 
good careers for farriers, smithies and farm 
laborers, as horses and mules still supplied 
much of the motive power in and around 
the United States.

Highways were small and any long-
distance trip was on a rail car pulled by a 
steam engine. Aircraft were still so new 
that people would come from miles around 
if one landed in a nearby town.

Telegrams were how most people got 
news from relatives far away, but telephone 
lines were growing. Radio – then called 
wireless telegraphy – was a promising new 
technology. Moving pictures – movies – 
were discounted by many as a passing fad.

By law, women could not vote. By prac-
tice, in many places neither could African-
Americans or other people of color.

And there were divergent opinions on 
the war itself, Neumann said. The United 
States had a large number of Irish immi-

grants with little love for Great Britain.
“Millions more from eastern and south-

ern Europe had come to the United States to 
get away from the arbitrary rules of aristoc-
racies,” he said. “But still, by 1917, a good-
sized majority of Americans saw the need 
to enter the war on the Allied Powers side.”

AMERICAN MIGHT
The United States was a game-changer. 

America was an industrial colossus. In 
1900, the U.S. Steel Corporation alone, 
made more steel products than all of Great 
Britain. Henry Ford’s Model T and his as-
sembly line efficiencies meant the day of 
the horse and buggy were fast becoming 
a thing of the past. Industrialization of ag-
ricultural processes would mean fewer la-
borers needed on farms and more needed in 
factories.

The United States had a literate and grow-
ing workforce and that combined with the 
mass production of things and the means to 
transport those things were revolutionizing 
America.

The United States, in short, was a coun-
try of tremendous potential, and so was its 
military.

The Great War was conflict on an indus-
trial scale. Men were as interchangeable as 
cogs in a machine. Millions manned the 
trenches and millions more behind the lines 
supplied them, and still millions more made 

the instruments of death.
The U.S. military wasn’t even remotely 

to that kind of level. The U.S. Army had 
a grand total of 121,797 enlisted men and 
5,791 officers on April 6, 1917. The Army 
was spread at posts around the American 
West and on constabulary duties in the Phil-
ippines, Puerto Rica, Cuba and Panama.

The Army had few machine guns, no 
heavy artillery, few planes, no tanks, little 
munitions, few trucks and vehicles.

The National Guard had a grand total of 
181,620 personnel and they were cursed 
with uneven training and even older equip-
ment than the active force.

The Army had not organized into divi-
sions since the Civil War, and most officers 
knew little or nothing about moving and 
fighting large formations.

The Navy was little better with about 
300 ships and 60,000 Sailors, but the Royal 
Navy really did rule the waves then and the 
need for U.S. seapower was not as critical.

On April 6, 1917, few could guess what 
role the American military would play in 
The Great War. But the declaration of war 
itself, marked America’s long stride to 
the center of human events. America and 
Americans were unprepared, but willing to 
make the sacrifices.

It would take time for American mili-
tary power to grow, learn and mature, but it 
would be decisive in The Great War.

By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity

British soldiers prepare artillery shells and man a gun during World War I. 

LibRaRy oF CoNgRess photos

april 1917: america enters 1st world war

An aerial photograph of a battlefield on the Somme front in France shows French troops moving through 
trenches and shell craters into an area formerly held by the German army Jan. 19, 1917.  
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Easter Services from Area Churches:

“... I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me,though he were dead, yet shall he live:And whosoever liveth andbelieveth in me shall never die ...” John 11:25-26

Jesus is theReasonCelebrate OurRisenLord!

Easter
Celebration

Nursery provided • (Birth - 3 Yrs Old)

Sunday
April 16
10:00am

Enterprise
High
School

PAC

Good Friday Service at 6:00pm

Son Rise Service Begins at 6:30am

Breakfast to follow
Sunday School at 9:00am

Church Service 10:00am

Pastor John McCrummen

Open Door Baptist Church
1509 Rucker Blvd., Enterprise, AL
334-347-4983 • www.odbcal.com

ODBC

Rev. Gregory Okorobia – Pastor

Saint John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

123 Heath Street • Enterprise AL
334-347-6751

Catholic Church

S h du eSchedule
Holy Thursday Mass
............................................. April 13, 7 pm
Good Friday Service
............................................. April 14, 7 pm
Easter Vigil
............................................. April 15, 8 pm
Easter Mass
............................................. April 16, 10 am
Mass in Spanish
............................................. April 16, 12 pm
Mass at St. Mary, Geneva
............................................. April 16, 11 am

Easter Sunday
Schedule of Services

Calvary
Baptist
Church (334) 894-6216

1837 Hwy 51
Enterprise, AL

Pastor:
Kerry Mitchell

www.cbcenterprise.com

Come join us as we worship the Risen Savior, Jesus Christ!

SunriSe Service
(Joined by Wesley Chapel UMC)

6:00 aM
breakfast folloWing

eaSter
WorShip Service

10:00 aM

90 County Road 539 • 334.475.3707
Three Services: 8:30am,10:00am,11:30am

Faith Assembly of God
Invites you to worship with us

Sunday School 10 am
Worship 11am & 6 pm

Wednesday: Youth 6:30 pm
Adult 6:30 pm

Jesus said in John’s Gospel: “Because I live
you also shall live.” John 14:19. God provides
salvation to everyone who will believe in His

son, Jesus Christ. I hope you have a wonderful
Easter as we celebrate the resurrection of

Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.
Pastor Anderson

499 Meredith Street
Enterprise, AL • 393-6620

Ino Baptist Church

Easter Services
Sunrise Service 6:15 am

Morning Worship 10:00 am
Evening Worship/Lord’s Supper 6:00 pm

“The Church Alive That’s Worth The Drive”
6157 Highway 134 • Kinston, AL 36453

Church: 334-565-3970 or 565-9969
www.inobaptist.com

Pastor: Bro. Garry Winstead

invites you to

8189 County Road 1 • Enterprise

(334) 347-7151
www.fbclp.life

Morning Worship
10:00 am

As we celebrate the miracle of
our Savior’s resurrection,

we’d like to share with you our
sincere best wishes for a joyous
and blessed Easter season.

May the power of His love and
sacrifice bring peace, joy and
contentment to you and yours.



JOINT BASE LEWIS-MC-
CHORD, Wash. — Brain injuries 
don’t happen in isolation. They’re 
often accompanied by chronic pain, 
or long-impacting injuries, or behav-
ioral health concerns like post-trau-
matic stress. 

After all, whatever caused the brain 
injury – an explosion, a vehicle acci-
dent, a fall – also affects the rest of 
the person, said Col. Beverly Scott, 
the medical and program director 
of Madigan Army Medical Center’s 
Traumatic Brain Injury Program and 
Intrepid Spirit Program.

These coexisting conditions can 
make patients more complex, and 
“are often very difficult to treat 
through our normal, conventional 
health care system,” Scott said.

Enter the Madigan Intrepid Spirit 
Transitions Program, a six-week in-
tensive outpatient group designed 
to address the complex conditions 
of eight to 12 service members at a 
time.

“The priority goal is to help indi-
viduals so they can return to duty or 
improve their well-being for what-
ever path they are on. It’s never too 
late to help them address a number 
of issues that they may be having 
following a traumatic brain injury, 
dealing with pain, dealing with be-
havior health issues,” Scott said, 
emphasizing that the program goes 
beyond a TBI focus and also treats 
patients with other trauma-related 
conditions.

The MIST Program only serves 
active duty service members with 
referrals from their primary care 
managers and other specialty ser-
vices at Madigan, or throughout the 
Regional Health Command-Pacific. 
It’s a part of the tripod of the larger 
Intrepid Spirit Model, which offers 
“arena” intake sessions for a mul-
tidisciplinary team to build service 
members’ overall treatment plans, 
enhanced case management for TBI 

Program patients, and the intensive 
outpatient program itself.

The program leadership acknowl-
edges that a six-week program is 
quite the commitment for service 
members. In fact, being dedicated to 
the process is crucial to success.

“They have to devote that same 
accountability [they’ve given to] 
military life now to their recovery,” 
Scott said.

Commanders must sign memoran-
dums of understanding that patients 
will be off of duty rosters for the du-
ration of the program. 

“They’re making a commitment to 
help that service member get better,” 
Scott said.

The holistic focus of MIST rec-
ognizes that the whole person is af-
fected by brain injuries and the con-
ditions that often accompany them. 
While patients address chronic pain, 
insomnia, and work to improve cog-
nitive skills, they also learn mind-
fulness and strategies to nurture 
relationships and build spiritual re-
siliency. The classroom bounces be-
tween the TBI Program building, art 
studios, yoga mats and nature.

“Because of the program’s unique-
ness, it’s anything but mundane,” 
said James Brassard, the program 
administrator for the TBI Program 
and Intrepid Spirit Program.

The variety of approaches offered 

to program participants lets them 
cherry pick the methods they believe 
will help them the most – what one 
service member called “customizing 
their own multi-tool.”

“They leave knowing they’ll 
come away with what works best for 
them,” Scott said.

Giving them tools they can use 
well after they complete the pro-
gram is an acknowledgment that the 
recovery process is an ongoing one.

“We recognize it is a transition. 
In a six-week period, we know we 
really can’t address or reverse or 
fix everything, so we do try to ex-
pose the individuals to programs 
on JBLM and the resources, the 
tools, the information, the ideas that 
they’re going to take with them to 
continue their recovery,” she said. 
The participants are encouraged to 
continue individual care within the 
TBI/Intrepid Spirit program follow-
ing the MIST program.

That’s why they reached out to 
JBLM’s Army Wellness Center, 
Soldier and Family Assistance Cen-
ter, Telehealth and Technology, and 
more to teach parts of the program.

“It’s a whole team, and the team 
extends beyond our walls,” Scott 
said.

So far, the MIST Program has 
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Health new view
Blue-light-blocking lenses a 
potential breakthrough  
Story on Page D3and Fitness

The Fort Rucker Intramural 
Basketball Playoff Season is ful-
ly under way and the competition 
is heating up.

The 1st Battalion, 11th Avia-
tion Regiment Control Freqs 
took on the 1-14th Avn. Regt. 
Head Hunters during a game at 
Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fit-
ness Center Tuesday that would 
determine which team would 
advance to the finals, and it was 
Control Freqs that would move 
on the fight for the title of post 
champions, scalping their com-
petition, 62-48.

Although both teams got off to 
a slow start in the first half, it was 
the Control Freqs who would 
come back explosively in the 
second half1

 to dominate throughout the 
game to secure their place in the 
tournament.

“We did well,” said Sgt. Jacob 
Durski, player for Control Freqs. 
“We were [a little slow] in the first 
half, then all throughout the sec-
ond we started hitting our shots 
and we just came together.”

It was the Head Hunters that 
started with the possession, but 
couldn’t sink a basket, allowing 
Control Freqs to force a turnover 
and sink the shot of the game 
with a three pointer. 

The 1-14th wouldn’t trail far 
behind as they managed to keep 
up with their opponents, but nei-
ther team’s defense nor offense 
seemed to be up to par as neither 
was able to make much headway 

in the first quarter of the game, 
with both teams’ scores in the 
single digits.

Control Freqs finally man-
aged to break away with a bit of 
superior shooting and offensive 

capability, and the Head Hunt-
ers couldn’t manage to keep up 
going into the second quarter as 
the 1-13th took a 10 point lead, 
17-7. 

Head Hunters weren’t able 

to sink their shots, and Control 
Freqs were there to pick up the 
rebounds and drive the ball to the 
basket and maintain their lead. 
Although the 1-14th managed 
to close the gap a bit, they still 

trailed 23-16 at halftime. 
Control Freqs had possession 

going into the second half and 
started off again with a 3-point 
shot to secure their lead. 

Head Hunters continued to 
struggle to keep up as the 1-11th’s 
defense remained strong and the 
Control Freqs took full advan-
tage to pull further ahead. Their 
superior shooting ability had 
them sinking threes left and right 
over their opponents, and the 
Head Hunters hopes of catching 
up faded away as they fell more 
than 20 points behind in the third 
quarter. 

The 1-14th wouldn’t be com-
pletely discounted, though, as 
they went into the fourth quarter 
by finding their second wind as 
they attempted to tire out their 
opponents to close the scoring 
gap.

As commanding a lead as the 
Control Freqs held in the third 
quarter, it seemed to have little 
significance as the Head Hunters 
tightened up their defense and 
started sinking their shots. 

They managed to get within 
7 points of their opponents with 
just minutes remaining, but the 
1-11th wasn’t going to collapse 
so easily.

Control Freqs’ defense 
wouldn’t loosen too much, 
though, as when they saw their 
lead shrink they tightened up 
their game in the remaining min-
utes to hold on. 

For the Head Hunters, their 
rally was too little, too late, and 
the buzzer sounded with Control 
Freqs advancing to the champi-

Spc. Tony Hart, player for Control Freqs, drives the ball past opposing players toward the basket during a playoff game at 
Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center Tuesday.

Photo by NathaN Pfau

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

IN THE BIG GAME

RECOVERY
By Suzanne Ovel
Army Medicine Public Affairs

See recovery, Page D3

Control Freqs shrink Head Hunters, advance to finals

MIST Program participants engage in traditional and nontraditional therapies, such as 
creating symbolic masks. The MIST Program offers holistic treatment to service members 
with traumatic brain injuries and other traumatic conditions. 

Photo by SuzaNNe ovel

Program offers holistic tools to Soldiers with TBI

Healthcare at Fort Rucker has come a long way 
since the first Army hospital on post opened its doors 
in 1942, and Lyster Army Health Clinic and Fort 
Rucker are doing their part to keep Soldiers, families 
and civilians healthy.

Soldiers, families and civilians are invited to at-
tend the Fort Rucker Fit Fest Health Fair at the festi-
val fields April 21 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

“This health fair is designed to promote compre-
hensive health and wellbeing of Soldiers, families 
and civilians,” said Capt. Pamela Francis, chief 
of preventative medicine at Lyster Army Health 
Clinic. 

The health fair will aim to focus on the five dimen-
sions of strength within the Army Resilience Pro-
gram: physical, emotional and community, as well 
as injury prevention and risk reduction, according to 
Francis,  

“There will be fitness exhibitions, on-site health 
information, games, prizes, food and much more,” 
Francis said.

Outside vendors, entities from Lyster and the Fort 
Rucker installation will be offering everything from 
physical activities, such as Zumba, to activities de-
signed to enhance emotional wellbeing. Francis said 
the hope with hosting the health fair is that people 
will want to change behaviors long after they leave 
the event. 

Fort Rucker 
hosts Fit Fest 
Health Fair 
By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic
Public Affairs Officer

People participate in Zumba during last year’s Fort Rucker Fit 
Fest event. This year’s event is scheduled for April 21.

Photo by JeNNy StriPliNg

See fit feSt, Page D3
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graduated two groups of participants. “We’ve seen in-
credible success,” she said. Overall, participants have 
benefited from increased wellness, but some of the partic-
ipants’ accomplishments were more personal. One service 
member’s medical evaluation board was halted because 
of how much his behavioral health had improved; another 

reversed the downward trajectory of his marriage.
While the MIST Program is designed with evidence-

based curriculum, some of its success is derived from 
peer support.

“Some significant success is clearly related to Soldiers 
helping Soldiers, the service members helping each oth-
er,” Scott said. “The power of the cohort is just extraor-
dinary. We make sure we have time for the individuals to 

just talk to and help each other, and you can really see the 
power in that.”

The results at the end of the program include much 
more than the successful treatment of the TBI and its re-
lated conditions.

“It’s going to help them be a better Soldier, a better per-
son, a better spouse, a better parent, a better leader,” she 
said.

SILVER SPRING, Md. — New eye-
glasses might help warfighters get the sleep 
they need. 

Military Health System officials are 
working on tinting for lenses that can be 
worn an hour or two before bedtime, block-
ing the light that blocks the brain’s produc-
tion of melatonin, the chemical that helps 
people sleep, according to Navy Cmdr. 
Marc Herwitz, the chief ancillary informat-
ics officer for the Navy’s Bureau of Medi-
cine.

“Sleep deprivation has been a signifi-
cant and well-documented issue for service 
members,” Herwitz said. “It has been es-
pecially problematic for those on changing 
shiftwork schedules and those who work 
continuously under artificial lighting.”

The Navy is responsible to the Depart-
ment of Defense for the manufacture of 
glasses and ballistic eyewear. 

“Blue light comes from numerous natural 
and artificial sources,” said Herwitz. “Some 
of the artificial sources include computers, 
tablets, cell phones, and overhead light-
ing. This blue light suppresses the brain’s 
production of melatonin and keeps people 

from sleeping.”
Herwitz said using materials now avail-

able, the Naval Ophthalmic Support and 
Training Activity crafted a tint for safety 
lenses that blocks about 70 percent of blue 
light. Adding the tint to the lenses is inex-
pensive (done for about the same cost as 
adding tinting to a pair of glasses) and eas-
ily done. These tinted lenses are not intend-

ed to be worn all the time since people need 
to be alert on the job. But they can be useful 
as the day winds down and suppression of 
blue light helps bring on the urge to sleep. 
Anecdotal evidence showed the lenses are 
effective, but research seeks confirmation.

“We just completed a preliminary study 
with the use of these blue-light-blocking 
lenses in a group of active duty military 

members deployed in military facilities,” 
said Nita Shattuck, a fatigue and sleep ex-
pert at the Naval Postgraduate School in 
Monterey, California. “We’re still evaluat-
ing all the data and creating control mea-
sures to test, but the results are very prom-
ising so far.”

In fact, Shattuck said people who wore 
the glasses for two hours before going to 
bed fell asleep about 30 percent faster than 
those who didn’t use them. If successful, 
the lenses could make a big difference in 
the sleep warfighters get, especially those 
who do shift work and have to sleep at 
times against the body’s natural rhythms.

“They’re getting more sleep,” said Shat-
tuck, “which improves their mood and 
makes them less likely to be drowsy when 
we need them to be alert, such as when they 
perform security duties. Nodding off is just 
not an option.”

Herwitz said, depending on the results of 
Shattuck’s research, better sleep produced 
by the tinted lenses could make better warf-
ighters.

“This eyeglass application has the po-
tential to enhance the readiness, safety, and 
productivity of service members and im-
prove their quality of life,” said Herwitz. 
“We can help them sleep, wherever they 
might be.” 
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Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Youth fishing tournament

Outdoor recreation will host a youth 
fishing tournament Saturday from 7 
a.m. to noon at Parcours Lake. Entry 
fee is $15. The event will be open to the 
public for youth ages 3-15. Live bait is 
permitted, but no minnows. Prizes will 
be awarded to first-third-place winners. 
Bait, snacks and a some fishing gear 
items will be available for purchase the 
morning of the event. 

People can register at ODR or MWR 
Central. For more information or to reg-
ister, call 255-4305 or 255-2997.

Super Demo Day
Silver Wings Golf Course will host its 

Super Demo Day Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the driving range. The event 
will allow attendees to experience the 
latest and greatest in golf club equip-
ment. Golfers will be able to test out 
the performance of the latest golf equip-
ment offerings from major manufactur-
ers. The event will be open to the public 
and non-members. 

For more information, call 255-0089.

Scuba course
The Fort Rucker Aquarians Dive Club 

will sponsor a scuba certification course 
beginning April 26. The first class will 
meet at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness 
Center Indoor Pool at 6:30 p.m. Af-
ter the first week, the course will meet 
Monday and Wednesday nights for no 

less than six weeks and no more than 
seven weeks, depending on the weather.  
One weekend will be required at the end 
of the course to complete open water 
training in the Gulf of Mexico. 

For information, call 334-803-1323 
or 334-494-0847. 

SKIES Swim Lessons 
SKIES will offer swim lessons for 

youth now through May at the Fort 
Rucker Physical Fitness Center indoor 
pool. Enrollment opens on the 15th of 
each month. There must be three stu-
dents enrolled to conduct and continue 
a class. Students must re-enroll each 
month. Classes are subject to change. 
Swim schedules are available. Private 
classes are designed for those that may 
need a one-on-one approach in instruc-
tion. 

For more information or to sign up, 
visit www.webtrac.mwr.army.mil or 
call 255-1867. 

Gobbler Classic Turkey Hunt
Outdoor recreation hosts its Gobbler 

Classic Turkey Hunt now through April 
30. The entry fee is $25 and participants 
must have an Alabama State All Game 
License, Fort Rucker Post Hunting Per-
mit and Hunter Education Completion 
Card. Alabama State Regulation and 
Fort Rucker Regulation 215-1 apply. 
The turkey must be harvested on Fort 
Rucker to qualify. People can register at 

ODR or MWR Central. 
For more information, call 255-4305 

or 255-2997.

Lifeguard training course
A lifeguard training course will be 

held at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness 
Center April 21 from 4-7 p.m., April 
22-23 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and April 
29-30 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The course 
is open to patrons ages 15 and up, and 
costs $125 for Department of Defense 
ID card holders and $150 for members 
of the general public. A prerequisite test 
on first day must be passed to enter the 
course. People can register at the front 
desk of the Fort Rucker PFC. The cut-
off for registration is three days prior to 
the course start date. Candidates who 
take the training program are also eli-
gible for employment with Fort Rucker 
MWR. All candidates who apply with 
Fort Rucker MWR Aquatics after suc-
cessful completion of the training pro-
gram will have 50 percent of their train-
ing fees reimbursed to them at the end 
of the 2017 summer season –must work 
through Labor Day. 

For more information on how to ap-
ply, call 255-9162.

Thunder on Tholocco
Fort Rucker will host its 11th annual 

Thunder on Tholocco April 22 at Lake 
Tholocco. Gates open at 9 a.m. and races 
begin at 11 a.m. The event will be open 

to the public, with ticket prices being $5 
in advance or $7 at the door. Children 
ages 12 and under are admitted for free. 
Tickets may be purchased at outdoor 
recreation or MWR Central. People are 
welcome to bring a chair or blanket and 
watch multi-class outboard drag boat 
racing. The high-performance machines 
reach speeds in excess of 100mph, ac-
cording to organizers. People can also 
sign up to participate in a kayak or ca-
noe race, rent a paddle boat, or see how 
far they can make it down the inflatable 
slip and slide. Food vendors will be on 
site with a variety of menu options, as 
well.

For more information, call 255-1749.

Fort Rucker 10-Mile Run Off and 
Team Relay

The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness 
Center will host the 10-Mile Run Off 
and Team Relay April 29. Awards will 
be given out in various individual and 
team categories. Participants are en-
couraged to pre-register at either of the 
PFCs or at MWR Central. Race-day 
registration begins at 6 a.m. and the race 
begins at 7 a.m. Pre-registration is $20 
per individual by April 28 and includes 
a T-shirt. Race-day registration is $25 
per individual and includes T-shirt while 
supplies last. The run-only option costs 
$15 and does not include a T-shirt. 

For more information, call 255-2296 
or 255-2997.
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Military Health Systems
Communications Office
Staff Report

Blue-light-blocking lenses a potential breakthrough for warfighters

Airmen at Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma, are illuminated by the glow of the blue light from their 
computer screens. Blue light blocks the brain’s production of melatonin, an important chemical that 
helps people sleep. 

Photo by greg l. DaviS

Continued from Page D1

Recovery

NEWSPAPER CARRIERS WANTED
Start earning cash

immediately!!
Ask about our $500 sign on bonus!
For available routes in your neighborhood visit

us at 227 N. Oates St, Dothan AL

“When people are par-
ticipating, winning prizes 
and gaining knowledge, 
we want them to put the 
knowledge of what they’ve 
learned to good use in their 
daily lives and strive to be-
come healthier in all aspects 
of their lives,” she said.

Admission to the health 
fair is free and open to the 
entire Fort Rucker commu-
nity. For more information, 
call 255-2292.
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