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An aircraft that never quite made it 
into the Army’s operational inventory and 
looks like something out of a science-fic-
tion movie is now on display at the U.S. 
Army Aviation Museum.

The Boeing-Sikorsky RAH-66 Coman-
che – one of only two of the helicopters 
that were built and flew – on display at the 
Aviation museum had been in storage but 
it can now be viewed by the public, ac-
cording to Bob Mitchell, U.S. Army Avia-
tion Museum curator.

“This (aircraft) was a revolutionary 
design and it was something that was de-
signed totally thinking outside of the box,” 
said the curator. “It was designed to incor-
porate a lot of new technology, such as ra-
dar absorption and defeating geometrics, 
and was also designed to have a very low 
infrared profile. Radar-guided missiles 
and infrared-guided missiles are two great 
threats to Army helicopters, so this aircraft 
addressed both those threats with its radi-
cal design and engineering.”

Mitchell said that the Comanche is cur-
rently the museum’s biggest draw, but de-
spite that, the display is only temporary 
until the museum can procure an AH-64 
Apache, which will go where the Coman-
che currently sits.

“The issue with our museum is that we 
have a space problem, and we only have 
room to exhibit what was actually in the 
operational inventory, so that means we 
can’t put a lot of the cool stuff we have in 

storage on display – the Comanche is one 
of those,” he said.

The helicopter’s concept came about as 
a result of conflicts in the late 70s, accord-
ing to Mitchell. It was designed around 
the term, “come-as-you-are war,” which 
essentially meant that the military fighting 
force had to be ready for combat at a mo-
ment’s notice.

“You’re not going to have days, weeks or 
months to prepare and mobilize,” he said. 
“You’re going to have to get over there 
and address the threat pretty quickly, and 
the idea of an aircraft that could be broken 
down quickly and loaded into the belly of 
a C-5 (Galaxy aircraft) or a C-141 (Star-
lifter aircraft) and deployed somewhere in 
the world overnight started to emerge.”

The Army wanted an aircraft that could 
be deployed quickly, had revolutionary 
technologies, could perform the duties of 
reconnaissance and also have light anti-
tank capabilities, and thus the Comanche 
was born, said Mitchell.

The aircraft featured a radar-defeating 
geometric design that allowed stealth ca-
pabilities. The weapons bays were housed 
inside the aircraft and would only be vis-
ible while in use, further decreasing the 
aircrafts chance of detection.

In addition to its radar stealth capabilities, 
the Comanche also had a low infrared 
signature that allowed the helicopter to 
keep a low profile when faced with infrared 
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The Boeing-Sikorsky RAH-66 Comanche sits on display for people to see at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. The helicopter is one of only two remaining Comanches.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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The Department of Defense will introduce a 
new, enterprise-wide retirement system in 2018 
and an upcoming seminar will arm Soldiers with 
the knowledge they need to make the best choice 
for their futures.

Soldiers joining the Army on Jan. 1 and beyond 
will be enrolled into the blended retirement sys-
tem, which was instituted by the 2016 National 
Defense Authorization Act, and some current ser-
vice members will have the option to opt into the 
new system, according to an Army press release.

Soldiers with less than 12 years of active duty 
service, and National Guard and Reserve members 
with less than 4,320 points, will have until Dec. 
31, 2018, to either remain in the current system or 
opt into the blended retirement system, according 
to the release.

“The Blended Retirement Seminar will be a use-
ful resource for Soldiers who are eligible to opt in, 
as well as leaders and families. [Topics discusses 
will include] how retirement pay is calculated, 
continuation pay, and [Thrift Savings Plan] match-
ing contributions,” Jo Anne Close, Army Commu-
nity Service financial counselor, said. “[People can 
expect to gain] a better understanding of what the 

With construction of the temporary 
elementary school site already under 
way, Fort Rucker schools are working 
to bond the elementary and primary 
schools as they prepare to be housed 
under one roof.

The Fort Rucker Primary School 
and Fort Rucker Elementary School 
are now under the leadership of a sin-
gle administration, as Dr. Vicki Gilmer 
was named principal over both schools 
and Ryan Smith was named interim 
assistant principal earlier this year, ac-
cording to Dr. Lisa Coleman, Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activity 
Georgia/Alabama community super-
intendent.

“We’re getting ready to construct 
a school that will have one principal 
and enrollment of the two combined 
schools. We wanted to provide Dr. 
Gilmer the opportunity to be the helm 
of the new school. We’re excited about 
that,” said Coleman during a board of 
education meeting Jan. 10. “We are 
excited for Dr. Gilmer – we’re excited 
about her leadership and we’re excit-
ed about being able to pull these two 
schools together before getting into 
one facility.”

Gilmer has been an educator for 27 
years, and has served the Fort Rucker 
community for each of those years as 
a classroom teacher, a reading teacher, 
an assistant principal and a principal.

“I have dedicated my life to this 
community and have been proud to do 
so,” she said.

Smith is a Marine Corps veteran 
who attended college in upstate New 
York following his time in service to 
become an educator. He taught in New 
York for four years, as well as at Max-
well Air Force Base in Montgomery 
for another four years before coming 

to Fort Rucker to teach physical educa-
tion and now to serve as interim assis-
tant principal.

For Gilmer, the opportunity to pre-
side over both schools is something 
that she said gives her great pride.

“To be over both schools is an awe-
some event,” she said. “I was here (at 
the primary school) for 20 years, and it 
was my heart and my home, and then 
I went to the elementary school, and 
that became my heart and my home, 
so now to have both of them and have 
the opportunity to blend them into one 
school will be phenomenal.

“We’ve always been a great school 
system, but we’ve always been sepa-
rate with separate administrators,” said 
the principal. “This is a really good 
opportunity to help us to become one 
before we go into the new school.”

The new school will be built at the 
current location of the elementary 
school and will be a modern, two-story 
facility that will house both the el-
ementary and primary schools. While 
construction is under way, elementary 
school students will be taught at a tem-
porary site located across from Lyster 
Army Health Clinic, which is currently 
under construction, where Gilmer said 

they will be provide the same level of 
education they currently receive.

“It’s a temporary site, but they’re 
really doing it right,” she said. “They 
will have a full gymnasium, a full play-
ground, full media center and full caf-
eteria.”

The estimated time for the tem-
porary site completion is around 18 
months and the children are expected 
to be there for two years before the 
new school is completed.

“We’re bringing together two great 
faculties and I want to help them to be-
come one great faculty, and really have 
the opportunity to share resources be-
tween the two schools and learn a little 
bit more from each other,” said the 
principal. “Both (schools) are highly 
ranked and have great academic stand-
ings, and both have great (faculty), so 
being able to blend all of that is just go-
ing to multiply our talents.”

Coleman expressed full confidence 
in Gilmer and said she looks forward 
to the success of her administration 
and team.

“Dr. Gilmer, I trust your judgment 
and your leadership, and I will do any-
thing I need to do to support your suc-
cess,” she said.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Dr. Vicki Gilmer, principal of Fort Rucker schools, gives Silas Thoele, Fort Rucker Primary 
School student, a fist bump after helping him with an assignment Monday.
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FALLS CHURCH, Va. – Pio-
neering surgeon Dr. Charles Drew 
revolutionized the way the medical 
community stored blood products 
during World War II. 

His was an innovation that lives 
on today.

Drew, an African American re-
searcher, was born in Washington, 
D.C., in 1904. Often referred to as 
the father of blood banks, Drew de-
veloped ways to process and store 
blood plasma in what we now call 
blood banks.

During his early years, Drew 
was a standout athlete, compet-
ing in football, basketball, track 
and swimming. Drew studied at 
Amherst College, but a shortage 
of money kept him from attending 

medical school. He began working 
as a biology instructor in Baltimore 
before finally enrolling in medical 
school.

Drew began to focus his work 
on preserving blood. He realized 
blood plasma could be stored lon-
ger than regular blood, thus lead-
ing to his “blood bank” idea.

He organized efforts to store 
plasma during World War II, which 
saved an untold number of lives. 
Drew would later lead the charge 
for blood banking for the Ameri-
can Red Cross and would go on to 
publicly denounce the decision to 
segregate blood based on the race 
of the donor.

“It is fundamentally wrong for 
any great nation to willfully dis-
criminate against such a large 
group of its people. One can say 
quite truthfully that on the battle-
fields nobody is very interested 

in where the plasma comes from 
when they are hurt. It is unfortu-
nate that such a worthwhile and 
scientific bit of work should have 
been hampered by such stupidity,” 
Drew noted as he received the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People’s Spingarn 
Medal in 1944. 

The NAACP awards the Sp-
ingarn Medal annually for out-
standing achievement by an Afri-
can American. The award, a gold 
medal, was created in 1914 by the 
NAACP’s chairman of the board, 
Joel Elias Spingarn.

It’s believed the Red Cross’ deci-
sion to segregate the plasma bank 
led Drew to resign his position.

He would go on to teach at 
Howard University in Washing-
ton, but died in a vehicle crash in 
North Carolina in 1950 at just 45 
years old.
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Perspective

Kristen Proffitt, 
military spouse

“It’s a good opportunity to 
show people that you care.”

“It’s the golden rule. You’d 
want people to do the same for 
you if you were in need.”

“I think you need to do it to help 
everybody.”

“As a Christian and a human 
being, I feel that it’s important to 
give back.”

Ann Messick, 
military spouse

Capt. Eric Tisdale, 
1st Bn., 13th Avn. Regt.

W01 Jesus Fuentes, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt. “Volunteering helps the 
military.”

Raymond Messick, 
retired military
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There are many opportunities for 
Soldiers and families to volunteer 

on Fort Rucker. Why is it important 
to volunteer for programs?

“
”

Photo courtesy of the u.s. NatioNal library of meDiciNe

Charles Drew and his wife, Lenore, outdoors with their children, circa 1949-1950.
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Dr. Charles Drew: Father of blood banks

WASHINGTON — Of the 3,498 service 
members who have received the Medal of 
Honor throughout U.S. history, 88 have 
been black.

In recognition of African American His-
tory Month, we’re sharing the stories of 
the brave men who so gallantly risked and 
gave their lives for others, even in times 
when others weren’t willing to do the 
same in return.

We’ll start with the first black recipient 
of the award: Sgt. William H. Carney, who 
earned the honor for protecting one of the 
United States’ greatest symbols during the 
Civil War – the American flag.

BORN INTO SLAVERY
Carney was born into slavery in Nor-

folk, Virginia, in 1840. His family was 
eventually granted freedom and moved to 
Massachusetts, where Carney was eager 
to learn and secretly got involved in aca-
demics, despite laws and restrictions that 

banned blacks from learning to read and 
write.

Carney had wanted to pursue a career in 
the church, but when the Civil War broke 
out, he decided the best way he could 
serve God was by serving in the military 
to help free the oppressed.

In March 1863, Carney joined the 
Union Army and was attached to Compa-
ny C, 54th Massachusetts Colored Infan-

try Regiment, the first official black unit 
recruited for the Union in the north. Forty 
other black men served with him, includ-
ing two of famed abolitionist Frederick 
Douglass’ sons.

Within a few months, Carney’s training 
would be put to the ultimate test during 
the unit’s first major combat mission in 
Charleston, South Carolina.

CHARGE ON FORT WAGNER
July 18, 1863, the Soldiers of Carney’s 

regiment led the charge on Fort Wagner, 
South Carolina. During the battle, the 
unit’s color guard was shot. Carney, who 
was just a few feet away, saw the dying 
man stumble, and he scrambled to catch 
the falling flag.

Despite suffering several serious gun-
shot wounds himself, Carney kept the 
symbol of the Union held high as he 
crawled up the hill to the walls of Fort 
Wagner, urging his fellow troops to follow 
him. He planted the flag in the sand at the 
base of the fort and held it upright until his 
near-lifeless body was rescued.

Even then, though, he didn’t give it up. 
Many witnesses said Carney refused to 
give the flag to his rescuers, holding onto 
it tighter until, with assistance, he made it 
to the Union’s temporary barracks.

PROMOTED FOR HIS ACTIONS
Carney lost a lot of blood and nearly lost 

his life, but not once did he allow the flag 
to touch the ground. Carney was promoted 
to the rank of sergeant for his actions.

For his bravery, Carney was awarded 
the Medal of Honor May 23, 1900.

His legacy serves as a shining example 
of the patriotism that Americans felt at 
that time, despite the color of their skin.

As for the 54th Massachusetts Col-
ored Infantry Regiment in which Carney 
served? It was disestablished after the 
war, but reactivated in 2008 as the Mas-
sachusetts Army National Guard’s 54th 
Volunteer Regiment. It now serves as a 
ceremonial unit that renders military hon-
ors at funerals and state functions. It was 
even invited to march in President Barack 
Obama’s inaugural parade.

By Katie Lange
Defense Media Activity

Sgt. William Carney: 1st African American Medal of Honor recipient
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Sgt. William H. Carney was the first of the nation’s 
88 African American Medal of Honor recipients, 
earning the medal during the Union Army’s charge 
on Fort Wagner during the Civil War. 



WASHINGTON — A few thou-
sand more troops for the train, ad-
vise and assist mission in Afghani-
stan would help to break what is 
now a stalemate with the Taliban, 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant, and other adversaries 
there, the commander of NATO’s 
Resolute Support mission and of 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan said 
Feb. 9.

Gen. John W. Nicholson Jr. testi-
fied Thursday morning before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
on the situation in Afghanistan.

U.S. and NATO troops perform 
two complementary missions in 
Afghanistan, Nicholson said: the 
U.S. counterterrorism mission, 
called Operation Freedom’s Sen-
tinel; and the NATO train, advise 
and assist mission, called Opera-
tion Resolute Support.

“I have adequate resourcing in 
my counterterrorism mission,” the 
general said. 

But the train, advise and assist 
mission has a shortfall of a few 
thousand troops, he added, noting 
that the extra troops could come 
from the United States and its al-
lies, many of whom are fighting in 
Afghanistan.

BOLSTERING OFFENSIVE 
CAPABILITY

Nicholson said offensive capa-
bility will break the stalemate in 
Afghanistan, and the Afghan secu-
rity forces’ key offensive capabili-
ties are their special forces and air 
force.

“As a result of our training, 
equipping and partnering, the 
17,000-strong Afghan special 
forces are the best in the region,” 

the general told the Senate panel. 
“They now operate independently 
on roughly 80 percent of their mis-
sions.”

The Afghan air force also is 
gaining capability, he added, not-
ing that its first ground-attack air-
craft entered the fight in April and 
the force is now integrating intel-
ligence surveillance and recon-
naissance assets into new targeting 
processes.

According to a Defense Depart-
ment statement issued Dec. 19, the 
fiscal year 2017 budget amendment 
requests $264 million to procure 
53 UH-60 Black Hawk helicop-
ters and to begin to refurbish and 
modify some of them. The request 
also would fund more aircraft al-
ready in the Afghan inventory, in-
cluding 30 more armed MD-530 
helicopters for $227 million, six 
more A-29 fixed-wing close-attack 
aircraft for $174.5 million, and five 
AC-208 fixed-wing aircraft for 
$80 million.

The request includes $69 million 
to train aircrew and maintenance 
personnel, and DOD officials said 
it will seek funding for more UH-
60s and AC-208s in future fiscal 
years.

“Congressional approval of 
funding for the Afghan air force 
is key to improving the offensive 
capability of the Afghan national 
defense and security forces, [and] 
there is an urgency to this request 
in order to get these aircraft and 
aircrews into the fight as soon as 
possible,” Nicholson said.

The investment in the Afghan 
air force will help them take over 
responsibility for their own close 
air support, “and, even more im-
portant, [it] will lead to an offen-
sive capability that allows them to 
overmatch the Taliban or any other 

group on the battlefield, anywhere 
around the country,” the general 
said.

NO SAFE HAVEN
Nicholson said the main objec-

tive in Afghanistan is to keep the 
nation from being used as a safe 
haven from which terrorists could 
attack the United States and its al-
lies.

“Of the 98 U.S.-designated ter-
rorist groups globally, 20 operate 
in the Afghanistan-Pakistan region, 
along with three violent extremist 
organizations,” Nicholson told the 
senators.

This is the highest concentration 
of terrorist groups anywhere in the 
world, and it underscores the coun-
terterrorism platform’s importance 
in the Central Asia-South Asia re-
gion, because it protects the Amer-
ican homeland, he added.

“We remain very focused on the 
defeat of al-Qaida and its associ-
ates, as well as the defeat of Islamic 

State Khorasan Province, which is 
the ISIL affiliate in Afghanistan,” 
he said.

Many nations are committed to 
Afghanistan’s success, Nicholson 
said.

At NATO’s July summit in 
Warsaw, Poland, the alliance reaf-
firmed its commitment to sustain 
the Afghan national defense and 
security forces through 2020. At an 
October conference in Brussels, 75 
countries and organizations con-
firmed their intention to provide 
$15.2 billion to Afghanistan devel-
opment needs. And India dedicated 
another $1 billion on top of the $2 
billion it already had given to Af-
ghan development needs.

“These expressions of inter-
national commitment reflect the 
importance the world places on 
stability in Afghanistan and con-
fidence in the Afghan people and 
Afghan government,” Nicholson 
said, noting that the NATO mis-
sion has an exceptional partner-

ship with Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani, Chief Executive Abdullah 
Abdullah, and the security forces 
and people of Afghanistan.

NO. 1 GOAL
The general said the No. 1 goal 

of the Afghanistan fight is to pro-
tect the homeland from any attack 
emanating from the region.

“We have achieved that in the 
last 15 years, [but] we need to stay 
on top of that, because of this con-
fluence of 20 terrorist groups in the 
region,” he said. “I believe this is 
an enduring commitment to keep 
pressure on these groups and help 
the Afghans move toward a suc-
cessful end state.”

Success in Afghanistan might 
be the maintenance of the endur-
ing counterterrorism effort to keep 
pressure on terrorist groups, Nich-
olson said.

“It means that we would destroy 
the Islamic State and al-Qaida in-
side Afghanistan, something we’re 
actively pursuing every day. It 
means that we would help the Af-
ghan security forces and govern-
ment to extend their control to a 
larger and larger percentage of the 
population,” he said. 

It means the NATO mission 
would help Afghanistan become a 
more stable and prosperous entity 
in a critical part of the world, he 
added.

“I recognize the distance of 
Afghanistan and the length of 
this [war] has been challenging 
for the American people to sup-
port,” Nicholson said. “However, 
I personally believe that this effort 
we’re undertaking there is protect-
ing the homeland and preventing 
these terrorists from bringing their 
fight to our doorstep.”

WASHINGTON — Unless the Army re-
ceives the funding it requires to match the 
authorized increased end-strength levels, 
Soldiers will arrive too late on the battlefield 
due to training and equipping gaps, said Gen. 
Daniel B. Allyn.

“The end result [would be] excessive ca-
sualties, both to innocent civilians and to our 
forces already forward-stationed to accom-
plish its mission,” said Allyn, the vice chief 
of staff of the Army. 

Allyn and other service leaders testi-
fied Feb. 7 before a House Armed Services 
Committee hearing titled “The State of the 
Military.”

Only a third of the brigade combat teams, 
a fourth of combat Aviation brigades, and 
half of division headquarters are combat-
ready to fight within 30 days, he said, and 
of the 58 brigade combat teams, just three 
“could be called upon to fight tonight in the 
event of a crisis.”

The general defined “fighting tonight” as 
units needing “no additional people, no addi-
tional training, and no additional equipment.”

At this point in time, the Army is out-
ranged, outgunned and outdated, the vice 
chief pointed out in written testimony.

To ensure readiness and lower risk on 
the battlefield, Congress needs to repeal the 
2011 Budget Control Act, discontinue con-
tinuing resolutions and provide a predictable 

budget sufficient to train, man and equip the 
2017 National Defense Authorization Act-
authorized end strength, Allyn testified.

The NDAA increased the active Army 
end strength from 460,000 to 476,000 and 
increased the Reserve component by another 
12,000 Soldiers. Allyn pointed out that fund-
ing to properly train and equip those addi-
tional Soldiers was not authorized.

Continuing resolutions also hamper train-
ing, he said.

“Continuing resolutions deny the Army 

the opportunity to implement new pro-
grams,” he said. 

One example cited by Allyn was funding 
upgrades for the opposing forces at the com-
bat training centers. As the Army identifies 
new tactics and capabilities of potential ad-
versaries, he said, that should be reflected in 
OPFOR upgrades.

Allyn pointed out that he was in the 
operational forces when the BCA of 2011 
went into effect. The result was that seven 
combat training center rotations were 

canceled.
“[That’s a] generation of leadership experi-

ence we’ll never get back,” he said. “We can-
not go back there and do it to ourselves again 
– we’re still climbing out of that abyss.”

The enemy is moving “at light speed” on 
its offensive cyber capabilities, Allyn said. 
The best thing lawmakers can do is to autho-
rize “funding flexibility” for cyber programs 
so operators can be more agile and respon-
sive in both offensive and defensive cyber 
operations.

Regarding another round of Base Relo-
cation and Closure, the Army is in favor of 
BRAC, he said, noting that there are 21 per-
cent excess facilities on installations, costing 
billions of dollars to maintain that could oth-
erwise contribute to readiness.

Responding to a question about steward-
ship, Allyn said the Army continues to be a 
reliable steward of the funding it receives. 
Only the highest priority equipment and sys-
tems are being funded. 

Also, he added, the Army is making good 
progress toward reaching full “auditability.”

These are challenging times for the nation 
and for the Army, Allyn said. Some 182,000 
Soldiers are supporting combatant com-
manders in 140 locations worldwide. 

The strength of America’s all-volunteer 
force “truly remains in our Soldiers, trained, 
ready and inspired,” he said, adding that law-
makers must be similarly inspired to support 
them and prevent undertrained troops from 
going into harm’s way. 
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Vice chieF: 

News Briefs
Faulkner Gate closure

Faulkner Gate will be closed Saturday-Monday for 
the Presidents’ Day weekend.

Lost and found
People who have lost or misplaced property while 

on Fort Rucker can call the Directorate of Public 
Safety’s lost and found point of contact at 255-3239 
to inquire if their property has been turned in. To claim 
their property, people must be able to demonstrate 
ownership of the property. DPS retains property found 
or turned in at special events held on the installation, 
such as Freedom Fest – the most common items 
turned-in are keys, cell phones and wallets.

Library survey
The Center Library is conducting a survey to 

help determine its customers’ needs. To access the 
survey, visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CenterLibrarySurvey.  

Supply closure 
Supply Support Activity will conduct a wall-to-

wall inventory March 20-24. Normal operations will 

be suspended on those dates. All turn-ins must be in by 
2 p.m. March 15. Normal operations will discontinue 
at 4:15 p.m. on March 17. It is anticipated that normal 
business will resume March 27. Customers will be no-
tified by the Accountable Officer. During this period, 
the SSA will only process emergency requisitions. All 
normal operations will be suspended until inventory 
is completed. 

For more information, call 255-9504. 

Tax center 
The Fort Rucker Tax Center is open for business, 

and a staff of fully trained preparers stands at the ready 
to help Soldiers, families and retirees. Located in Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 371F, the center is open Mondays-Fridays 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. through April 15, and people 
should make an appointment to use the service, which 
also offers free electronic filing for Soldiers, family 
members and retirees.

The tax center also offers a drop-off service, which 
allows single Soldiers to come in and drop off their in-
come tax paperwork, and return in 48 hours to go over 
their complete return with a tax representative, said 
Clayton. Soldiers must return between the hours of 9-11 

a.m., Mondays-Fridays for their returns. Single Soldiers 
who wish to utilize the drop-off service must have a 
simple return with no more than two W-2 forms. 

For more information or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call 255-2937 or 255-2938.

National Prayer Breakfast
The Fort Rucker Religious Support Officer will 

host its National Prayer Breakfast March 8 from 6:30-
8 a.m. at The Landing. The speaker will be retired 
Chaplain (Col.) Alvin “Sonny” Moore, former U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excellence chaplain. Tickets 
are available at a suggested donation of $5 per person 
and can be obtained through unit representatives or the 
RSO in Bldg. 8945 until March 3. 

For more information, call 255-2989 or 255-2012.

Chapel’s Wednesday Night Alive
The Fort Rucker Religious Support Office will host 

its Wednesday Night Alive that includes a financial 
management course, a financial course for teenag-
ers, an adult Bible study, a spiritual formation class, a 
Spanish Bible study, the protestant youth of the chapel 
program and Kingdom Kidz.

All of the events will begin March 1 – with an open 
house Feb. 22 – with the financial courses ending May 
10. A complimentary dinner and devotion will be pro-
vided from 5-30-6 p.m. Classes and Bible studies will 
begin at 6 p.m., with the financial courses ending at 
7:30 p.m.

Childcare is provided.   
The adult Bible study will be taught by Dr. Nancy 

Jankoski. The topic will be “Holy Days and Holidays.” 
This class will be a look at the Holy Days of the Bible 
and the Jewish feast cycle, the events of Holy Week, 
plus a look at the Church Year for Christians. 

Spiritual formation will be taught by Chaplain 
(Maj.) James Pennington. He will be leading the class 
through Richard J. Foster’s book, “Celebration of Dis-
cipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth.” 

The Spanish Bible study will be taught by Chaplain 
(Capt.) Juan Castro.

Protestant Youth of the Chapel is a ministry-based 
youth group for ages 12-17. Kingdom Kidz is a chil-
dren’s ministry with religious education for children 
ages 3-12. 

Childcare will be provided for ages 0-3. 
For more information, call 255-2989 or 255-2012.

By Cheryl Pellerin
Defense Media Activity

General says more troops needed to break afghan ‘stalemate’

Photo bymark getmaN

A Soldier covers his comrades at a corner while training at the New York Police Department’s urban 
training facility at Rodman’s Neck, N.Y., Jan. 9, 2016.

Funding for readiness needed to match troop levels

Photo by bob harrisoN

Afghanistan National Army Military Police Guard Command conduct training on 
riot and crowd-control techniques at the Afghanistan National Detention Facility 
Prison - Parwan, Jan. 17. 
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www.dakotacoffee.club

5 N. Pointe Blvd.
Behind Church’s Chicken

Enterprise • 393-5500

4440 West Main
Hwy 84 by Flowers Hospital
Dothan • 699-2555

5 N P i t Bl d 4440 W t M i

Dakota Coffee Works

WELCOME
TO THE NEW

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest

FEBRUARY 17 - 23

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CENTER

WESTGATE CENTER Enterprise Information
334-347-2531

College Cinema • enterprise
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n *R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

III A DOG'S PURPOSE - PG
Fri-Mon: 2:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:10
Tues-Thur: 7:10 & 9:10

IV A CURE FOR WELLNESS - R
Fri-Mon: 2:00 & 7:30
Tues-Thurs: 7:30

I THE GREAT WALL - PG13
Fri-Mon: 2:00, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:20
Tues-Thur: 7:00 & 9:20

II JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 2 - R
Fri-Mon: 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:20
Tues-Thur: 7:00 & 9:20

III FIST FIGHT - R
Fri-Mon: 2:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:10
Tues-Thur: 7:10 & 9:10

I FIFTY SHADES DARKER - R
Fri-Mon: 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:30
Tues-Thur: 7:00 & 9:30

II THE LEGO BATMAN MOVIE - PG
Fri-Mon: 2:10, 4:15, 7:10 & 9:20
Tues-Thur: 7:10 & 9:20

Have a Great President's Day Holiday
Enjoy a Matinee in Enterprise

WASHINGTON – Soldiers in 
new cyber teams are now bringing 
offensive and defensive virtual ef-
fects against Islamic militants in 
northern Iraq and Syria, according 
to senior leaders. 

“We have Army Soldiers who 
are in the fight and they are en-
gaged (with the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant),” said Brig. 
Gen. J.P. McGee, the Army Cyber 
Command’s deputy commander 
for operations.

Once the cyber mission force 
teams stand up, McGee said 
they’re going straight into opera-
tional use. 

“As we build these teams, we 
are … putting them right into the 
fight in contact in cyberspace,” he 

said at a media roundtable in early 
February. 

The general declined to dis-
cuss specific details, but said the 
majority of the effort is offensive 
cyberspace effects that are being 
delivered from locations in the 
United States and downrange.

The Army is responsible for 
creating 41 of the 133 teams in the 
Defense Department’s cyber mis-
sion force. Of the Army’s teams, 
11 are currently at initial operating 
capability with the rest at full op-
erational capability, according to 
Brig. Gen. Patricia Frost, director 
of cyber for the Army’s G-3/5/7.

She expects all of the Army 
teams to be ready to go before the 
October 2018 deadline, she said. 

The teams have three main 
missions: protect networks, par-
ticularly the DOD Information 

Network; defend the U.S. and its 
national interests against cyberat-
tacks; and give cyber support to 
military operations and contin-
gency plans. 

This spring, Army cyber also 
plans to continue the Cyberspace 
Electromagnetic Activities sup-
port to Corps and Below pilot, 
which is testing the concept of 
expeditionary CEMA cells within 
training brigades.

The 1st Infantry Division’s 2nd 
Armored Brigade Combat Team 
is slated to take part in the pilot’s 
sixth iteration, being held at the 
National Training Center in Fort 
Irwin, California.

In the training, Soldiers discov-
er how to map out cyber and EM 
terrain in a simulated battlefield in 
order to defeat the enemy. 

“Where are the wireless points, 

cell phone towers? What does that 
look like? How do you figure out 
how to gain access to them to be 
able to deliver effects?” McGee 
asked. 

In one example, McGee said 
that a CEMA cell could be used 
to shut down an enemy’s inter-
net access for a period of time to 
help a patrol safely pass through 
a contested area. The internet ac-
cess could then be turned back on 
to collect information on enemy 
activities. 

“We’re innovating and trying to 
figure this out,” he said. 

McGee also envisions cyber 
Soldiers working alongside a 
battlefield commander inside a 
tactical operations center, similar 
to how field artillery or Aviation 
planners give input. 

“A maneuver commander can 

look at a team on his staff that 
can advise him on how to deliver 
cyber and electromagnetic effects 
and activities in support of his ma-
neuver plan,” he said. 

Until then, the Army has cre-
ated a cyber first line of defense 
program, which trains two-person 
teams to actively defend the tac-
tical networks of brigades, Frost 
said. Each team consists of a war-
rant officer and NCO who are not 
specifically in the cyber career 
field, but who can still help bri-
gades operate semi-autonomously 
in combat. 

“[We] look at putting two indi-
viduals that will come with cyber 
education and tools to be that first 
line of defense,” Frost said. “It 
allows a brigade commander to 
be able to execute mission com-
mand.”

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

Photo by DaviD verguN

An embedded expeditionary cyber team performs surveillance and reconnaissance of various local networks during the Cyberspace Electromagnetic Activities support to Corps and Below pilot at the National 
Training Center, Fort Irwin, Calif., Aug. 10. 

cyBeR teams
Soldiers throw virtual effects, defend networks against ISIL

WASHINGTON – Army cyber leaders 
announced a new career management pro-
gram for civilians Feb. 8, as well as plans 
to study a direct commissioning pilot to 
recruit talented people into the emerging 
domain.

Cyber units may someday get uniformed 
officers through a direct commissioning 
program, which would allow qualified 
civilians to bypass prerequisites. In early 
February, the Defense Department direct-
ed all military services to research the idea 
and submit a report on their findings by 
2020 as to whether to implement a pilot 
program. 

“Much like what we do with lawyers, 
doctors and other career fields for the 
Army, DOD has now asked us to do a pilot 
program by service … looking at skill sets 
that we can bring on direct commission-
ing into the cyber career field,” said Brig. 
Gen. Patricia Frost, director of cyber for 
the Army’s G-3/5/7.

A civilian cyberspace-effects career 
program for current and future govern-
ment workers was also rolled out in Janu-
ary. This comes after Army leaders largely 
focused on growing the uniformed cyber 
force, which included last year’s decision 
to move 29-series electronic warfare Sol-
diers into cyber’s 17-series career field by 
the end of fiscal year 2018.

“We were very excited to see this be-
cause for two years of town halls that I 
supported, this always came up,” Frost 
said at a media roundtable inside the Pen-
tagon. 

The new career management program 
better charts professional development for 
civilians and would allow them to move 
within the cyber enterprise, according to 
the general. 

Instead of waiting for their sister ser-
vices to create this type of program, Frost 
said the Army decided to do it after see-
ing such a high demand. “We’ll see if the 
other services do something similar.”

Also recognizing the unique contribu-
tions of civilians, cyber leaders believe 

there’s a desire for those in the private sec-
tor to join the Army’s officer ranks. 

“I think there are some indications that 
there’s an appetite amongst industry to be 
able to do this,” said Brig. Gen. J.P. Mc-
Gee, the Army Cyber Command’s deputy 
commander for operations.

Direct commissioning would be a to-
tally new recruiting tool for cyber. It’s still 
too early to know how many would actu-
ally sign up, but the interest is there, Mc-
Gee said, pointing to recent success with 
Defense Digital Service, which launched 
the “Hack the Army” competition in De-
cember. 

“That’s something we just started and I 
think it’s already starting to deliver prom-
ising results,” he said about the service’s 
first-ever bug-bounty contest.

Independent researchers found more 
than 120 vulnerabilities, most of them mi-
nor, on select Army networks during the 

contest in which 180 people competed. 
More than $19,000 in bounty was paid 
to the researchers, with $3,000 being the 
largest bounty, McGee said. 

“It’s just a great example of us opening 
ourselves up to private industry, and al-
lowing them to help us see our networks 
and some vulnerabilities that we probably 
wouldn’t have seen,” he said.

More discussion is needed, Frost said, to 
determine which skills to target under the 
direct commissioning program. 

Whether it’s software design, code writ-
ing or another skill, she noted that the pro-
gram could help add expertise to the cyber 
force that may be difficult to grow in cur-
rent military training. 

“What type of a skill set are you looking 
for in private industry that you may not be 
producing internally?” she asked. “[And] 
where do you go to recruit that audience 
from?”

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

Cyber stands up civilian career field, mulls direct commissioning

army Photo

The Army is looking into a direct commissioning program for the cyber career field, which would allow 
qualified civilians to bypass prerequisites to become an officer. 



sensors, said the curator.
On a conventional heli-

copter, fuel is compressed, 
combusted and expelled as 
heat that is easily detect-
able with infrared sensors, 
said Mitchell. But with the 
Comanche, the exhaust is 
vented along a porcelain ar-
ray that runs along the tail 
of the helicopter and air is 
drawn down to further cool 
the exhaust, reducing its in-
frared profile.

The aircraft also had a 
host of sensor technolo-
gies, night-vision capabili-
ties, sight capabilities and 
a plethora of other revolu-
tionary technologies, but as 
parts continued to be added 
to the aircraft, the weight 

also increased significant-
ly.

“The Army’s require-
ments for the aircraft were 
basically hard stops (in 
its research and develop-
ment),” Mitchell. “The 
weight requirement was es-
sential, as well as size, and 
unfortunately for the Co-
manche, over the years the 
weight just kept increasing 
and increasing well over 
what the Army’s require-
ments were.

“Instead of drawing a line 
in the sand and going with 
an 80-percent solution, they 
just kept modifying and 
modifying and modifying,” 
he said. “As a result, the 
helicopter was in research 
and development for the 
better part of 25 years, and 

anything that languishes in 
R&D for that long is prob-
ably never going to see the 
light of day.”

Essentially, the parts that 
made the Comanche great 
were the same things that 
led to its ultimate downfall, 
and the program was ended 
in 2004. Although the heli-
copter is regarded by many 
as a failure, the Comanche 
program pioneered a lot of 
technology that is used in 
the Army’s current fleet of 
helicopters, Mitchell said.

“A lot of great technology 
came out of this aircraft,” 
he added. “Even though we 
didn’t get the aircraft, we 
got all of the great technol-
ogy that came out of it and 
it provided the Army with a 
lot of great resources.”

BRS has to offer compared to the Legacy 
(High-3) System.” 

The seminar takes places Feb. 22 from 
6-7 p.m. at the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 282.

Attendees will take part in a discussion 
of the significant aspects of BRS including 
how retirement pay is calculated, continu-
ation pay and the TSP with matching con-
tributions.

“The BRS is the new retirement system 
the military is moving toward,” Close said. 
“With this new system, there are some 
significant changes when compared to the 
Legacy (High-3) Retirement System.  BRS 
has the potential to create a level playing 
field when compared to the civilian mar-
ket.  

“An individual can work for a civilian 
company and, after a few short years, walk 
away with some retirement savings,” she 
added. “Whereas, with the Legacy Sys-
tem, only 19 percent of active duty forces 
complete the 20 years [required] for re-
tirement.  The main component changes 
for the BRS compared to the Legacy are 
the pension, the matching opportunity for 
TSP, continuation pay and the lump sum 
options.”

The discussion will be facilitated by ac-
credited ACS financial counselors. Space 
is not limited for this free seminar and free 
child care is available with registration. 

“Eligible Soldiers should attend the 
seminar, even if they do not think they will 
switch,” Close said. “For 2017, this is the 
education year so that Soldiers can make 
a well-informed decision in 2018.  In ad-
dition, every service member, even if they 
are not eligible, should attend.  This is be-
cause, as a leader, there will be Soldiers 
that ask you about the BRS.  By attending 
the seminar, leaders will be better prepared 
to answer Soldiers’ questions.”

BRS seminars will be held monthly, in-
cluding March 22 and April 19 from 6-7 
p.m. at  Bldg. 5700, Rm. 282.

“Over the last six months, new infor-
mation pertaining to the BRS has been 
released every couple of months,” Close 
said. “This is an opportunity for Soldiers to 
ask questions or sort out information they 
have already learned or heard about – to 
separate fact from fiction. Because every 
person has different learning styles, this 
seminar is an opportunity to present the 
information in (an individual’s) language, 
and provide an opportunity for questions 
because not everyone speaks the financial 
language.

“Soldiers are encouraged to take the opt-
in course at Joint Knowledge Online,” she 
added. “Leaders are encouraged to take the 
Leadership Course on JKO.”

 For more information or to register, 
call 255-3765 or 255-9631 or visit https://
rucker.armymwr.com/us/rucker/programs/
army-community-service/.
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WASHINGTON — Retired Lt. Gen. 
Harold “Hal” Gregory Moore, co-author of 
the book “We Were Soldiers Once ... and 
Young,” died Friday at his home in Auburn. 
He was 94 years old.

Moore’s book about the exploits of his 
battalion in the Battle of Ia Drang Valley 
during the Vietnam War – co-written with 
journalist Joseph L. Galloway – was the 
subject of a 2002 Hollywood film.

Moore graduated West Point in June 1945 
and entered the infantry branch as a second 
lieutenant just three months before the end 
of World War II. While Moore would be un-
able to serve in that conflict, he went on to 
serve in both the Korean and the Vietnam 
wars.

Moore’s heroism during the Battle of 
the Ia Drang Valley earned him the Distin-
guished Service Cross. At the time, Moore 
served as commanding officer of the 1st 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion (Airmobile). His unit was dropped by 
helicopter into the Ia Drang Valley on Nov. 
14, 1965, in one of the first airmobile opera-
tions and one of the first major battles be-
tween U.S. and North Vietnamese regulars.

Upon entering the landing zone with the 
first rifle company, Moore personally direct-
ed the fire-fight to gain control of the zone 
by placing accurate fire upon the enemy 
from an exposed position in his hovering 
helicopter, according to his DSC citation.

Throughout the initial assault phase, 
Moore repeatedly exposed himself to in-
tense hostile fire to ensure the proper and 
expedient deployment of friendly troops.

By his constant movement and repeated 
exposure to this insurgent fire, Moore set 
the standard for his combat troops by a 
courageous display of “leadership by ex-
ample,” which characterized all his actions 
throughout the long and deadly battle, his 

citation reads.
Inspired by his constant presence and ac-

tive participation against an overwhelming 
enemy, the friendly forces solidified their 
perimeter defenses and repulsed numerous 
enemy assaults.

On Nov. 15, the embattled battalion was 
again attacked by a three-pronged insurgent 
assault aimed at surrounding and destroying 
the friendly forces in one great advance.

Moore moved from position to position, 
directing fires and giving moral support to 
the defending forces. By his successful pre-
dictions of insurgent attack plans, he was 
able to thwart all their efforts by directing 
barrages of small arms, mortar, and artillery 
fire in conjunction with air strikes against 
enemy positions and attack zones.

As the battle continued into the third day, 
another large Viet Cong strike was repulsed 
through Moore’s ability to shift men and 
firepower at a moment’s notice against the 
enemy’s last-ditch efforts to break through 
the friendly positions.

Moore’s battalion, inspired by his superb 
leadership, combat participation and moral 
support, finally decimated the North Viet-
namese force, forcing its retreat and result-
ing in victory for the 1st Battalion.

During the battle, 234 Americans were 
killed and another 250 were wounded. 
The North Vietnamese suffered over 1,200 
killed.

In 2002, Moore’s book was made into a 
movie called “We Were Soldiers,” with ac-
tor Mel Gibson playing the role of Moore.

A funeral mass for Moore will be held 
Friday at 8:30 a.m. (Central Time) at St. 
Michaels Roman Catholic Church, 1100 N 
College Street, Auburn.

A memorial service will be held at 1 p.m. 
Friday at the National Infantry Museum at 
Fort Benning, Georgia, with interment to 
follow at the Fort Benning Post Cemetery. 
The family will host a reception at the in-
fantry museum after the burial service.

By Army News Service
Staff Report

Vietnam hero 
hal moore dies

NEW
2-PIECE LIVING
ROOM SUITE

SOFA & LOVESEAT
Choice of Patterns,

Was $1198.

SALE $398

2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dothan • 334-793-3045
“Your Family Owned & Operated Store For 50 Years”

For Income
Tax ReturnsNOW

bestbest
of the wi regrass

334-793-3045

KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dothan, Alabama

(Across From Eye Center South)
LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES & FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

YOUR FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED STORE FOR OVER 50 YEARS
Same Day Delivery • NatioNwiDe Service

Limited Quantities • Some One and Two of a Kind • Pictures Similar To Illustration
Floor Models • Demo’s • Scratch & Dent • Slightly Used

Low Price Policy
KING’S

Bring us the best price you can
find for any merchandise we

carry – if we don’t beat it, we’ll
give you the item FREE!

Easy Payment Plans

••••Lay-a-Way••••

FRIGIDAIRE
26 CU. FT.

REFRIGERATOR/
FREEZER

New in carton, Water & crushed
& cubed ice through door, Filter,

Was $1,090.

SALE $788

FRIGIDAIRE
16 CU. FT.

REFRIGERATOR/
FREEZER

New in carton, 2 door,
no frost. Was $629

SALE $415

ROPER
WASHER

Extra large, 4 cycle,
2 Water Levels.

Was $348.

RECLINERS
All Styles & Colors

HOTPOINT
DRYER

Heavy duty. Was $399.

FRIGIDAIRE DISHWASHER
UNDER COUNTER

New in Carton, Was $328

DINETTE TABLE
With 4 chairs in box.

Was $299.

REDUCED
FOR

QUICK
SALE!

BUNK
BEDS

Regular $199

4-PIECE BEDROOM
SUITE

Headboard, Dresser, Mirror,
& Chest. Regular $498.

SALE $299
SALE

$188

SALE
$248

SALE
$188

MATTRESS
SALE

Twin . . . . . $59.95 ea. piece
Full . . . . . . $69.95 ea. piece
Queen. . . . $79.95 ea. piece
King . . . . . $89.95 ea. piece

AMANA RANGE
2 big burners, 2 small burners,
New in carton, Storage drawer,

Was $398.

SALE
$29595

FRIGIDAIRE UPRIGHT FREEZER
14 CU. FT. Was $499

SALE $368
FRIGIDAIRE 14.8 CU. FT.

CHEST FREEZER
Adjustable Temperature Controls. Was $398

SALE
$338

SALE
$95

Entire Stock of Whirlpool,
Kitchen Aid & Frigidaire

- Now’s your time to save -
Washers, Dryers, Refrigerators,
Ranges, Freezers, Microwaves,
Etc. We’re Overstocked! Must

move out at some kind of price.
Over 400 items to choose from.

Most items one & two of a
kind - Be early for best buys - 6

months same as cash WAC

EACH

SALE
$21895

SALE
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Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated
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open sunday, Feb. 19 • 2-4PM
301 ARROWHEAD ~ GATEWAY ESTATES

$375,000: LAKE COMMUNITY OF GATEWAY: Gorgeous
custom built executive home on 2 lots totaling 1.7±
acres. The eat-in kitchen features windows looking
out over your own private park replete with benches,
a water feature & walking path. Sip morning coffee
in the cozy keeping room. The extra lot has been left
in its natural state for privacy & the
enjoyment of nature. The master suite
includes a romantic fireplace & private
balcony. This home's moldings, trim, &
attention to detail are truly unique.

DIRECTIONS: Hwy 167N to Gateway entrance
on Laurel Breeze. Turn left on Arrowhead.
House on corner of Arrowhead & Lake Shore.
Shell Field Road entrance stay on Gateway
Drive to left on Deer Run Strut to Arrowhead.

HOSTED BY:
JAN SAWYER

406-2393

open sunday, Feb. 19 • 1-3PM
50 COUNTY ROAD 747 ~ DUPREE POINT

$274,000: 2 master bedrooms. 2 guest bedrooms
have own bathroom for extra privacy. Formal dining
area & dine in kitchen. Eating bar for extra entertaining
space. Granite countertops. Pantry. Laundry room &
mud area. Great room has gas fireplace. Screened
porch. Porch windows have sliding
plexi glass windows to keep inclement
weather out. Sprinkler system in front
& back yards. Salt water pool. New
pool liner in March 2016. 20x20 extra
detached garage with fully floored attic
with full stairs.

DIRECTIONS: Highway 167 South. Continue
Past County Road 92. Turn Left into Dupree
Point. Home is 2nd home on Right.

HOSTED BY:
JUDY DUNN
301-5656

open sunday, Feb. 19 • 2-4PM 200 DEER RUN STRUT~ GATEWAY ESTATES
$200,000: Beautifully updated home in popular
Gateway Estates. Split bedrooms, fresh paint, all new
flooring, new appliances & granite countertops. New
mirrors in bathrooms & some new light fixtures. Totally
move-in ready with a lovely view of the
lake from the sun room. Great family or
retirement home. Just drive through the
neighborhood & you'll want to call it
home. Don't let this one slip away! Visit
me on Sunday!

DIRECTIONS: From Shell Field Road turn
onto Gateway Drive. Cross Lake Tom Dam.
House is on the right on the corner of
Gateway Drive & Deer Run Strut.

HOSTED BY:
SHAWN REEVES

475-6405

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

$76,500

$221,900 ~ 4 BEDROOM

NEW PRICE ~ $78,000

NEW LISTING ~ $149,900

NEW CONSTRUCTION ~ $157,250



FORT RILEY, Kansas — The Home Station Train-
ing Line at Fort Riley is developing into the active-
duty Army’s first Cross-Domain Maneuver Lane 
over the next six months.

A CDML is a site where training incorporates vari-
ous approaches in each domain of the battlefield – 
land, air, sea, space and cyberspace. Soldiers have 
the opportunity to assemble in one location and learn 
to utilize the Army’s primary domain of tactical fight-
ing, land, to overtake multiple platforms of battle.

“The 21st century calls for ready ground combat 
forces capable of outmaneuvering adversaries physi-
cally and cognitively through extension of combined 
arms across all domains,” according to Army Capa-
bilities Integration Center officials.

The U.S. Army Asymmetric Warfare Group is part-
nering with the Big Red One schoolhouse and Physi-
cal Sciences Incorporated Tactical Robotics to teach 
Soldiers to operate the Raven, Puma, Instant Eye and 
Black Hornet Nano unmanned aircraft systems.

“Our schoolhouse teaches the Raven operator, 
Puma operator, advanced training and we are in-
tegrating the CDML into that. We have an on-site 
schoolhouse right on top of dedicated airspace,” said 
CW4 Sarah Good, air defense airspace management/
brigade Aviation element officer in charge, 2nd Ar-
mored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division.

Presently, Fort Benning, Georgia, is the hub for 
the Small Unmanned Master Trainers Course, which 
certifies students as group one UAS master trainers, 
who move on to conduct Initial Qualifications Train-
ing. With the addition of Fort Riley’s CDML, units 
across the country now have the opportunity become 
certified masters and train for unit missions at the 
same location, something not done in the Army — 
until now.

“The purpose of having accessible CDMLs is to 
allow company commanders and platoon leaders to 
regularly bring their Soldiers out here and train them 
with the newest kit that the rapid equipping force is 
fielding,” said Kevin Spooner, operational adviser 
with the Asymmetric Warfare Group.

The future goal for the course is to have it 
incorporated into the Army’s Mission Essential 
Task List, as the operation of and benefit of utilizing 
UAS is battle-focused training, based on wartime 

B
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Armywide

See lane, Page B4

ANTWERP, Belgium — The 10th 
Mountain Division’s 10th Combat Avia-
tion Brigade initiated offloading more 
than 700 pieces of support equipment 
Feb. 8 at the seaport of debarkation in 
Antwerp.

Nearly 2,000 Soldiers from the brigade 
and their equipment are being deployed 
as the latest unit to bolster the U.S. pres-
ence in Europe.

“We’re going to be all over Europe 
joining the Strong Europe team and in-
tegrating into their training plan for the 
next nine months,” Col. Clair A. Gill, 
10th CAB commander, said. 

The Department of the Army an-
nounced the unit’s deployment to Europe 
in support of Operation Atlantic Resolve 
Nov. 3.

“While an armor brigade is a very le-
thal force, and they’re going to do some 
fantastic training with our partners on 
the ground, aviation really is what I like 
to call that three-dimensional problem 
solver for the Army, the joint force and 
our coalitions,” Gill said. “We move 
faster than they do on the ground and we 
shoot farther in some cases than some 
systems from the ground.”

Those capabilities will be demon-
strated through several different training 
missions scheduled throughout Europe.

The 635th Transportation Detachment, 
39th Transportation Battalion, 16th Sus-
tainment Brigade, 21st Theater Sustain-
ment Command, worked closely with the 
Surface Deployment and Distribution 
Command to track and report equipment 
movement, and to provide transporta-
tion expertise to enable rapid force flow 
through the deployment pipeline.

ATLANTIC RESOLVE

The 10th CAB initiated offloading over 700 pieces of support equipment at the seaport of debarkation 
in Antwerp, Belgium, Feb. 8. 

army Photo

By Spc. Elizabeth Payne
19th Public Affairs Detachment 

Soldiers from Assassin Troop, 1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment maintain security as a CH-47 Chinook departs the landing zone 
during an air assault training exercise at the National Training Center, Fort Irwin, Calif., Jan. 25. The purpose of the mission was to demon-
strate the troop’s ability to carry out complex attacks while enhancing the unit’s ability of employing Aviation resources.

Photo By Pvt. auStin anyzeSki 

air assaultFort Riley 
develops 
maneuver 
lane 

By U.S. Army Europe Public Affairs
Press Release

10th CAB equipment begins arriving in Europe

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghani-
stan — On Sept. 21, Afghanistan Na-
tional Defense Security Forces were 
operating in Khost Province when 
they were pinned down by enemy 
heavy machine gun fire and facing a 
maneuvering enemy assault. 

One of their soldiers suffered a gun-
shot wound to the head and required 
immediate medical evacuation. The 
ANDSF requested air support to 
medically evacuate their wounded. 

Task Force Gunfighters was tasked 
to respond.

TF Gunfighters is comprised of 
1st Combat Aviation Brigade pilots, 
crews and teams from the 1st Infantry 
Division, Fort Riley, Kansas, specifi-
cally: A Company, 1st Attack Recon-
naissance Battalion, 1st Aviation Reg-
iment, “Rebels;” C Co., 2nd General 
Support Aviation Battalion, 1st Avn. 
Regt, “Dustoff;” and augmentation 
from Charlie Troop, 3rd Squadron, 
17th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Combat 
Aviation Brigade, 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, Fort Stewart, Georgia.

The task force mission in Afghani-
stan is to conduct attack, assault and 
MedEvac operations in support of 
Train, Advise and Assist Command 
– East, Special Operating Forces and 
ANDSF. The Soldiers have been in 
theater since July. 

On this day, several of the avia-
tors of Task Force Gunfighters would 
demonstrate their mettle and fulfill 
this mission to the fullest. 

Capt. Cody Sneed, 2-1st GSAB, 
and his UH-60 Black Hawk flight 
crew, Dustoff 47, that included Staff 
Sgt. Trevor Thompson, flight para-
medic, and Sgt. Michael Charles, 
crew chief, were flying minutes away 
from Forward Operating Base Dahl-
ke when they heard the radio traffic 

about the ongoing fight in Khost.
“We were executing a patient 

transfer when we were dynamically 
re-tasked to respond to an urgent 
nine-line MedEvac request,” recalled 
Sneed. He and his crew had flown 
about a dozen missions together in 
Afghanistan.

Sneed coordinated via radio to ex-
pedite the patient transfer mission at 
FOB Dahlke. Minutes after arriving, 
the Dustoff crew safely transferred 
the patient, refueled the aircraft and 
departed directly for the injured 
ANDSF soldier. As they approached 
the location they picked up the radio 
traffic from the 1-1st ARB Attack 
Weapons Team that was then direct-
ly supporting the embattled ground 
forces.

“The pilots were taking the infor-
mation and the radios were going cra-
zy,” said Charles, “Staff Sgt. Thomp-
son was prepping all the medical gear 
that he might need for the patient.”

“The main thing going through my 
head before the pickup was just try-
ing to anticipate the patient we were 
about to have,” said Thompson, “and 

start building a plan for treatment 
based on what we knew.”

As the Gunfighter Dustoff aircraft 
approached, the Apache crews were 
fully engaged.

“Upon arriving on station, our 
flight quickly noticed tracer fire in 
our direction,” said 1st Lt. Robert 
Mayville, the co-pilot/gunner of the 
lead AH-64D Apache Longbow. 
“We identified two enemy person-
nel with weapons and engaged them 
with 30mm ammunition, killing them 
both.”

The AWT continued to secure 
friendly ground forces as they moved 
to the planned MedEvac site while 
the Dustoff element was en route. 
Additional enemy tracer fire emerged 
from an unidentifiable location, ac-
cording to Mayville.

“We called the LZ ‘Cherry’ to en-
sure the MedEvac aircraft kept away 
from enemy fires,” said Mayville. The 
color designation alerted everyone in 
the mission that the landing zone was 
not yet secure for the MedEvac.

By Robert Harrison
U.S. Forces Afghanistan

SAVING THE DAY

The Task Force Gunfighters, C Company, 2nd GSAB, 1st Avn. Regt., 1st ID CAB, pilots and 
crew members of Team Chapman Dustoff. 

army Photo

See gunfighterS, Page B4

CW4 Samuel Kleinbeck, tactical unmanned aircraft systems 
warrant officer, 2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st In-
fantry Division, and CW3s John McQuitty (right) and Julian 
Caicedo, tactical UAS warrant officers, 2nd ABCT, 1st Inf. Div., 
work to become certified master trainers with the InstantEye 
system Jan. 20. 

Photo By SPc. elizaBeth Payne 

Task Force Gunfighters team up to save Afghan soldier
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ENTERTAINMENT

LOST

MERCHANDISE

AUCTIONS

BUILDING MATERIALS

HEALTH PRODUCTS

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

GENERAL

GENERAL

HEALTHCARE

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOME SITES, LOTS, LAND

HOMES FOR SALE

OTHER PROPERTIES

WATERFRONT

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION

ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

!.",,02034,
(%%-' %-&+)/%% * (1##' &&)+$//&

IT’S AS EASY AS
1. CALL

2. PLACE YOUR AD
3. GET RESULTS

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

TOUR AMERICA 2017
∂ Georgia Golden Isles 3-Islands
Savannah, GA. March 21-24, 2017
∂ Branson, MO. 5-shows / 9 - meals

April 23-28, 2017
∂ Grand Alaska Cruise

Juneau, Katchikan, Skagway & Victorian BC
June 10-17, 2017

∂ Scenic Midwest Tour
Old Faithful Mt. Rushmore, Crazy Horse
Cody, WY. & more West June 21/July 9,2017

∂ KY./Ohio/Indiana Amish Tour
Sept. 10-17, 2017

∂ NY, New York City - 3 Broadway Shows
and more! Nov. 26/Dec.3, 2017

For Info Call: Merita Stanley 850-594-9980

Lost Ring , wide band yellow gold, last seen in
Enterprise Publix. Reward! 334-393-8565 lv. ms.

Public Auction of Shady Oaks LLC
Antiques, Collectibles & Thrift
N. Eufaula Ave, Eufaula AL
Each Saturday 3-8 pm.

All inventory & fixtures must go.
334-726-1700 for info.
Bobby Lewis #1675

www.bobbylewisauction.com

Factory Direct Steel Buildings
Year End Factory Clearance
Discounted Material & Models

Meets IBC Building Codes / Full Warranty
800-964-8335

Ask for Jason x4850

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

INVENTORY REDUCTION!!
Big Green Egg Accessories
25% off at Ozark/Ft Rucker
KOA 2414 N US HWY 231

Meadowlawn Cemetery Plots, Lot 289, spaces
1&2, granite marker, vases, 2 vaults, under
cross, section 7, $8,500. 904-303-9095

Beautiful Yellow Lab Mix. Timid, Loves dogs,
Great Energy. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Brindle Boxer/Pit Mix. Playful, but Calm. Loves
to play fetch. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

S.E. ALABAMA KENNEL CLUB
Good Manners Obedience,
Confirmation classes, $50. for 6 weeks
Rally /Agility Intro. $75. Shots required
Starting March 7th. Call 334-790-6226 or

334-299-3315 or 850-547-2370

CKC Reg. White German Shepherd puppies.
Complete Vet checked. $500. 334-355-3457

Free German Shepherd/Chow Mix , 3yr, male,
neutured, loves kids of all ages 334-379-6734
Steel Gray Pit, med size, Playful/Friendly/Loves
Dogs/People. Female, Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Vine ripe Tomatoes
Frozen Shelled Peas &
Butterbeans,

Turnips & Collards
Other Fresh Picked Fruits and
Vegetables Available!
Located Hwy 52 Malvern

334-793-6690

Bahia Seed, Bulk Oats & Wheat
Excellent germination with over 40 yrs

experience. Kendall Cooper
Call 334-703-0978, 334-775-3423,

or 334-775-3749 Ext. 102

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small
Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
334-389-2003

First Baptist Church Enterprise
seeking full-time Custodian/Housekeeper.
Minimum 3 years custodial or housekeep-
ing experience required. Skills: high in

cleaning and custodial equipment; basic to
moderate in repairs and computers. Traits:
Good with people and hard worker. Must
be able to lift, climb, stoop, crawl, etc.
Hours will vary by day from 6 AM to 5 PM

and occasional after-hours.
Send resume by mail/deliver to First Bap-
tist Search, 302 N Main St, Enterprise
or by email search@fbcenterprise.com.
No calls or interviews at this time.
Deadline: Febraury 23rd, 2017.

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Coffee County Probate Office-
Enterprise Division is accepting
applications for the position of

Tag Clerk I.
Duties include but not limited to:
Basic office procedures, ability to

interact with public both in person and
on telephone, skills with computer and
other office equipment, renewing drivers
license, collecting County revenues and
recording data, issuing license plates,
processing title applications and
reconciling end of day collections.

Experience preferred but not required.
Must have a valid driver’s license.
Salary dependent on experience with a
salary range beginning at $9.25 per hour.
Benefits include: paid vacation, sick leave,
health insurance, holidays, and state

retirement. Closing date February 17, 2017.

All applications/resumes must be
submitted to the Alabama Career Center.
No faxes, emails, etc. forwarded to the
Probate Office’s will be accepted.

Coffee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Part time Dock Worker
needed in Enterprise

Person needed to deliver newspapers to
those subscribers needing redelivery, and

also to deliver open routes.
Position works closely with the district
manager and customer service department
to ensure the customer satisfaction.

No experience necessary, but requires great
work ethics. Applicant must have a

dependable vehicle, current drivers license,
vehicle insurance, and cell phone.

Must be available to work early mornings.

Please call 334-393-9703 or apply in
person at: The Enterprise Ledger

1110 Boll Weevile Cir Ste D. Enterprise, AL

Apply at: www.dothaneagle.com
Jobs - Join Our Team

PATHWAY RESIDENTIAL
TREATMENT PROGRAM

GROUP LEADER
Motivated child care worker needed for

Residential Program serving
pre- adolescent and adolescent males.
Full time, 12 hour shifts (first and second
shift needed). Competitive pay with
medical and retirement benefits.

SECRETARY
Seeking motivated individual to perform
numerous general office duties and
provide support to multiple disciplines.
Must be proficient in Microsoft Word and
Excel. Part time with potential for
full time, competitive salary.

Qualified individuals may send
a resume with cover letter to:
PATHWAY, INC. P.O. BOX 311206,

ENTERPRISE, AL 36331
ATTN: JOE PEEPLES

fax: 334-894-5264,or email:
jpeeples@pathway-inc.com

THE ENTERPRISE WATER WORKS
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

Heavy Equipment
Operator II

Operates Equipment to repair and
install water lines and meters; clear
land for new system wells and water
lines. Inspects and ensures equipment
receives scheduled maintenance.
Performs service line repair and
service line installation.

Starting Salary: $13.36/HR
OPENING DATE:
February 6th, 2016
CLOSING DATE:
February 20th, 2017

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

We provide a full range of employment
solutions that include full-time, temporary,
and part-time employment in a wide

range of positions, including professional,
commercial, and administrative.

∂ GENERAL LABOR
∂ ADMIN. ASSISTANT
∂ FITTER/WELDER
∂ MACHINE OPERATOR
∂ SKIDSTEER OPERATOR

APPLY ONLINE AT
WWW.EXPRESSPROS.COM/DOTHANAL
OR CALL US AT 334-671-1315

ENTERPRISE HEALTH & REHAB

RN SUPERVISOR
FULL TIME 2ND SHIFT

Supervisory experience in long-term care
a plus. Must have Alabama RN license.

APPLY IN PERSON
300 PLAZA DRIVE

ENTERPRISE, AL 36330

Check Us Out Online!
www.enterprisenursinghome.com

10 ACRES (Hardwoods)
in Wicksburg on Judge Logue Rd.

$135K (FIRM)
Call: 334-790-9547

2-10 acre tracks and 4½ acre track
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

LOT FOR SALE LONGLEAF GREEN SUBD.
Grove Park, Lot 29, 209 Hedgerose Lane.
Last Developer’s Lot. Largest lot in LLG.
$39,500 Call 813 334 6116

1209 PETTY ST. DOTHAN
2BR/1BATH RECENTLY REMODEL

$39,000
334-596-0912 or 334-596-1560

HEADLAND AREA
3BR/2BA Dbl. Wide - newly remodeled

Home & Land package
Owner Financing / Can lease to own.
$59,900 OBO Call: 386-312-6363

804 Shorewood Dr. Dothan
BEAUTIFUL 4BR/2.5BA
No carpet, ceramic tile
down stairs, new hard-
wood floors upstairs.
New granite countertops

in kitchen. Move in ready. Appx 2,000SF
$149,900. Call 334-714-5435 or 334-714-0248.

ATTENTION INVESTORS
Put your money to work at 8%

$115K will give you a 4BR brick home in the
city of Marianna. Present income $10,200
annually, same tenant for 3 years.

Call Bob40 850-718-6541

PRICE REDUCED!!!! MUST SEE!!!!
Investors Dream 143 Hudson Circle Ozark
3BR, brick Lg. yd w/ chain link fence,

probably will rent for $700.-$800. mo. for only
$60K, also as a bonus a beautiful lot #32
(1.25 ac.) in Compass Lake in the hills.

Call Bob40 at 850-718-6541

For Sale By Owner Warehouse & Land
106 Jeff Coat Industrial Dr. Dothan
Formally Ritcher Pecan Company
$375,000 Call 229-869-1008

Lg. 1.74 ac. Lot - White Oak Creek -
Eufaula 160 ft. water front, water, power &
septic tank, currently set up for camper,

has 2-decks, no boat dock
ONLY $95,000 334-798-0040

2006 Riverbirch Md# 1032, 16x80, 3BR/2BA
Refrigerator, stove, washer & dryer includ-
ed, master bedroom has walk in closet,
2-porches, trailer tongue included.

MUST BE MOVED! $22,500. 334-672-3566.

rWill pay top dollar
for used mobile

homes. 334-685-0889

Golf Carts For Sale (2) EZ Go, runs great,
excellent condition, auto watering to battery,
6 new batteries Club Car, seats 4, excellent
condition, runs great, batteries 1 year old
Priced to Sell 334-805-3335

Rockwood 2015 Ultra V, 32 ft. Travel Trailer,
2 leather recliners and sofa, 2-slides outs, like
new, sheltered, 1/2 ton towable, $24,900.
Call or text for pictures 334-714-5860.

Vintage Air Stream 1950’s camper trailer,
approx. 25 ft. long, inside completely refurbish-
ed to original condition. Includes vintage decor
and furniture such as iron bunk beds, also
large tiki umbrella for outside. $7000. OBO
Call 334-355-1426 for pictures or to see.

Huntsman Motor Home 1980 , 88K miles, takes 2
batterys, roof top AC, stove is gas, frig alter-
nates gas & elec., 10 gallon water tank, 2 sinks,
tub & shower (never used) Good condition!
$2200. 334-701-9444.

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $62,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Pontiac 2001 Firebird
Trans AM WS6 ,

35K miles , 600 horses,
a fast collector car,

extra nice, many extras.
$15,500 FIRM Call: 334-701-4338

Ford 2014 Fusion, low miles, very well equip-
ped, great fuel mileage. $250 down, $250 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher (334) 791-8243.

Honda 2011 Accord EXL, V-6, fully loaded, low
miles, leather, sunroof. $300 Down, $300 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher (334) 791-8243.

Honda 2015 Civic, 4 door, full warranty, must
sell! $200 down, $249 per month. Call Ron Ellis
(334) 714-0028.

I’m Back! Mr. Ride Today!
0* DOWN - RIDE TODAY
DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE ?
Good, Bad or No Credit?
*GUARANTEED APPROVAL
Pass, REPO, BK’S, SSI & VA OK.
Steve 334-803-9550 *Call for info.

Infiniti 2008 G35 Journey: Original owner.
Premium Package, Navigation Package. 48,400
miles $$16,000 334-585-6744

Lincoln 2008 Towncar: Good condition, asking
$6999 334-693-9360 or 850-292-2937

Toyota Corolla 2008 CE, 4-door, 4-cylinder
automatic, blue in color, very clean, 116K mile,
$6500. Runs and drives great! OBO
334-797-7420.

Harley Davidson 1993 Fatboy , custom paint,
screaming eagle exhaust, S&S carburetion, 30k
miles $6500. Call 334-447-1360

Harley Davidson 2001 Roadking Police Bike, 25k
miles, garage kept, windsheild and backrest,
saddle bags $6,900 Call 334-714-8534

Harley Davidson 2008
Sportster 883CC,
3.3 gallon tank,
50 + MGP, adult owned,
garage kept, everything
factory orginal,
windsheild, backrest,

luggage rack, vivid black. Must See to
appreciate!! REDUCED $5700. Call 334-598-0061

Chevrolet 2011 Traverse , 80k miles,
2LT package, leather, rear air/ent
towing package, dual moon roofs,
running boards, premium sound,
heated Dr/Pass seats, seats seven,
white with gray interior, excellent
condition, one owner, never wrecked
$12,800 Cash. Call 334-899-3148

Jeep 2015 Cherokee Sport, low miles, under
warranty, must sell! $200 down, $249 per
month. Call Ron Ellis (334) 714-0028.

Toyota 2013 4-Runner Limited LTD SUV
2 wheel drive, 1-owner, excellent condition.
Loaded, 39K miles, remote start, nav., rear vid-
eo, weather tech. mats, leather heated seats,
moon roof, met. gray, $28,500. 334-714-0865.

Cargo Trailer 2007 , enclosed, 2900 lb. capacity ,
5x8, gray in color & excellent condition.
$1399. 703-307-8443. LOCAL

Dodge 1500 SLT 2004 , crew cab, 4-door,
red in color, all power, alloy wheels, bed cover,
running boards, new paint. 135K $8500. OBO
334-797-7420.

Dodge 2005 Dekota , quad cab, V-6 automatic,
black with new paint, bed liner, runs great.
$5800. 334-797-7420.

Toyota 2014 Tacoma Prerunner, silver in color,
crew cab, power windows and locks, step rail,
camlock tool box, V-6, 29,000 miles, $26,400.
229-254-0748.

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
Call Jim 334-379-4953
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ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

FLOORING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

LAWN SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR

PAINTING

POOLS, SPAS & RELATED

POWER WASHING

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICE

Want to sell your
AUTOMOBILE?

Place a Classified Ad
TODAY!

BUY IT!
SELL IT! FIND IT!

Complete CareGivers
In Home Elder Care Service

Housekeeping, Cooking, 24/7 Care, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

In-Home Companion
care, Overnight
Sitting, Cooking,
Housekeeping and
Transportation

Markita 334-596-6374 Licensed & Bonded

DUMP TRUCK
You Call ...

We Haul

Any & All
of your
Hauling Needs
255 Murray Rd. • Dothan, AL

334-446-9855

...

ulllll

ed

CHAD’s USED CARS
û Buy Here û Pay Hereû
OVER 100 CARS to choose from
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s
Come spend your taxes with us!
We appreciate your business!

Bush Hogging
$45. per hr. 2 hr. min.
334-200-5297

Licensed and Insured
û 4th year cutting
in the Wiregrass

Diane’s
Cleaning
Service

Let our Team Clean so you don’t have to
11 years experience

û weekly or bi-weekly û Reasonable rates
û References at your request.

Call for FREE ESTIMATES
334-405-1289

E & O Construction
CONCRETE WORK
specialize in driveways,
patios, slabs and more!
100 mile radius of Hartford

Call: 334-464-8245 * Licensed & Bonded

334-492-2235
Free estimates • Dothan, aL

resiDentiaL and CommerCiaL
Licensed, Bonded and insured

H Workmans Comp and General Liability
Concrete Driveways, sidewalks, Curbs,
Concrete Parking Lots, Building slabs,
Any and All of Your Concrete Needs

Call Today “QuaLiTy ResuLTs”
Roy Poole, estimatoR • BRent Poole, owneR

PooLe
ConCReTe

ConTRaCToRs

SOUTHERN SITE WORKS, LLC
Grading ∑ Demolition ∑ Clearing ∑ Asphalt
Paving ∑ Concrete ∑ Ponds ∑ And More...

Extremely Talented, Diligent and
Courteous Crew. Licensed
û Residential & Commercial û

r 334-712-9704 r 334-726-3231

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Aero Flooring and
Restoration

Repair, Restretch-new installation.
∂ Carpet ∂Tile ∂Wood ∂ Laminate

MUSCLE GLOSS
100% Epoxy Coating
Garage / Patio Floors
r Call Dave 334-718-5780 q

ûû 25 YEARS EXP. ûû
FULL SERVICE COMPANY

*Ceiling fans *Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry *Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
odd jobs to big jobs

r Ask for Paul: HFHS LLC
locally owned 334-790-2659

FIRST SOURCE
Specializing in:

@ Custom Built Homes
@ Metal Roofs @Windows and Doors
@ Remodeling @ Insurance Jobs

IF YOU WANT IT DONE RIGHT
THE FIRST TIME,
CALL FIRST SOURCE !
20+ Years’ Experience

KEN HOLLAND 334-449-0198

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

General Repairs - Rotten Wood - Windows
Ceilings - Decks - Sheetrock - Painting /
Doors - Pressure Washing - Trim and More
Free Estimates Competitive
Pricing, Licensed & Insured
Enterprise Based 334-494-6596

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR
Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û Water
Proofing & Insurance Work
(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards
References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

We are now pleased to offer our same
commitment to honesty , customer

service, and our attention to detail for all
of your remodeling and addition needs.
r FREE ESTIMATES

Please give us a call: David 334-726-5001
Scott 334-790-0709 or Brandy 334-790-9403

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist
Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows
Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

LAWN PRO, LLC
NEED YOUR YARD CLEANED UP?
Give us a call for a free estimate

We also offer:
∂ Year Round Lawn Maintenance
∂ Hedge Trimming ∂ Chainsaw Work

∂ Flower Bed Work including new bedding,

etc... Call Josh at 334-726-8593
for a FREE ESTIMATE!

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.
r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your free estimate 334-200-1368

RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC
"We Do More Than Cut Grass"

Commercial and Residential
∂ Fertilizer ∂ Lay Sod ∂ Minor Storm

Removal ∂ Leaf Removal
∂ Power Wash ∂ Vinyl Siding
∂ Interior/Exterior Painting
(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-699-2563
FREE ESTIMATES -

Licensed & Bonded.

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service
∂ Tree Removal

∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work
∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

Hannah Matz-Creel, DVM
(334) 648-1483

Mobile Visit by Appointment Only

COUNTY VETCOUNTY VET
Mobile Basic Veterinary ServiceMobile Basic Veterinary Service

Equine, Feline, Canine, etc.Equine, Feline, Canine, etc.

Serving Dale, Henry,
Geneva, Houston,

Coffee, & Pike
Counties

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
† Interior † Exterior
† Pressure Washing

Specilize in Garage Floors
Free Estimates!
No job too small!!
( Licensed & Insured )

r 334-677-2291 OR 334 -618-0134 q

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates ∂ 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

Steve Driver Painting, LLC
Painting & Pressure Washing

32 yrs. exp. with Ref.

û Call Steve
334-405-8159

(Licensed (Resonable Prices)

BAMA POOL SERVICES LLC
∂ Commercial & Residential Pools
∂ Salt System ∂ Pool Repair

∂ Vinyl Liner Installation & Repair
Locally licensed, Owned & Insured

Call 334-797-6998

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof@ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!
FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available
rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649 Licensed & Insured

C L E A N -N- C L E A R
MILDEW & WINDOW CLEANING

Windows Cleaned Mildew Removed
• Inside & Out No Pressure Used!
• Screens • Siding • Roofs
Hand Washed • Eaves • Decks
• Window Seals • Brick
& Tracks Cleaned • Concrete, Etc.

• Insured • Professional • Courteous
• Free Estimates

Call Mark Morse 334-790-0625
EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING
LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

@ Roofing
@ Eaves & Siding
@ Drives, Etc.
Roof Cleaning
Involves

No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL

Free Estimates
We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"

For Repairs and Leaks
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com
r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A-1 Tree
Service

Licensed ∂ Bonded Insured
∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation

Lawn Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing
Call for your FREE estimate!

334-400-4959 For details
30 years of Experience
Accepting all major credit cards

Quality you can count on with people you can
trust for a price you can’t beat!

Fairview Tree Service
Complete Tree Service in
the Wiregrass Area!

∂ Tree Removal
∂ Pruning

∂ Trimming
∂ Stump Removal

∂ Free Estimates

Call 334-774-0794
or 334-432-0646



requirements.
Staff Sgt. Spencer McCall, 2nd 

Battalion, 70th Armored Regiment, 2nd 
ABCT, 1st Inf. Div., cavalry scout and 

a UAS master trainer, has been working 
with UASs at Fort Riley since 2011. The 
cutting-edge UAS technology delivers 
fast reconnaissance from the air, he said. 
Accurate information, rapidly delivered, 
can greatly enhance troop operations and 

mission success. 
“The goal is to have a master trainer at 

each battalion who can train the company 
and produce a UAS air crew in each com-
pany,” McCall said. “The crew then will 
carry out any reconnaissance mission that 

the commander needs to complete.”
Currently the schoolhouse development 

is at Phase 2 of a three-phase initial opera-
tional capability. By June the equipment 
will be fielded and the schoolhouse will 
have four new InstantEye kits.

The DUSTOFF aircraft were directed to loiter at an al-
titude of 10,000 feet, a few miles north of the planned 
helicopter landing zone while the Apaches maneuvered to 
support the Afghan forces and secure the HLZ.

CW3 Jonathan Aleshire piloted the lead Apache with 
Mayville as his co-pilot/gunner. CW4 Timothy Kirsch-
baum piloted the second with CW2 Craig Plantrich as 
co-pilot/gunner. Aleshire and Kirschbaum were direct 
combat-tested pilots – for Mayville and Plantrich, this 
was their first experience with enemy contact.

Both Apache pilots coordinated engagements and evad-
ed enemy fire while the gunners maintained sensor contact 
with the enemy and monitored intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance assets to visualize the battle space. 

Aleshire and Kirschbaum maneuvered their aircraft to 
defend the friendly ground forces while they moved their 
wounded to a new HLZ. Mayville and Plantrich were pro-
viding suppressing fires and monitoring the intelligence 
feeds providing information about enemy fighting posi-
tions in the valley. 

Aleshire and Kirschbaum flew their formation deeper 
into the valley.

At this point, the rugged mountainous terrain began to 
restrict direct communication between the Apache AWT 
and Khost air command center. Sneed, Dustoff 47 air mis-
sion commander, realized this challenge and immediately 
began retransmitting communications to keep the Apache 
crews in contact with the command and control node.

“Due to enemy contact, the intended pick up zone 
changed three times, and the AWT was moving further 
into the valley and line-of-sight communications was 
lost,” said Sneed. “We were holding at a high altitude and 
began retrains – relaying grid coordinates, friendly and 
enemy positions, and clearance of fires for a little more 
than an hour.”

“Friendly (unmanned aircraft system) assets identified 
the several enemy positions atop a nearby ridge line,” said 

Mayville. “Through relayed transmissions from Captain 
Sneed, we identified the enemy location, destroyed one 
enemy fighting position, its occupying fighters and a 
heavy machine gun.”

When the engagement was complete, the AWT returned 
to secure an alternate landing zone.

“We were cleared into a hasty HLZ in the middle of a 
wadi where we found the wounded Afghan soldier,” said 
Sneed.

“We landed in a riverbed,” said Thompson. “The pa-
tient had been shot in the head. It was a very fast transfer 
to our aircraft and we departed immediately for Chapman 
Theater Hospital.”

“The AWT returned to known enemy locations to main-
tain enemy contact and ensure aerial security throughout 
the MedEvac,” said Mayville. “We reconnoitered the area 
for some time. After the MedEvac returned the casualty to 
base, we did the same. Thankfully, the wounded Soldier 
survived.”

“(Thompson and Charles) worked seamlessly together 
to start lifesaving interventions for the 10 to 15 minutes 
flight to the hospital,” noted Sneed. “Undoubtedly, this 
saved that soldier’s life.”

“These Soldiers and officers are true heroes,” said Lt. 
Col. Travis Habhab, TF Gunfighter commander. “They 
put their lives on the line to keep coalition and Afghan 
forces safe while destroying insurgent elements.”

“On the day of this mission, the Apache and MEDE-

VAC crew members launched into a complex situa-
tion,” Habhab continued. “They exercised superb tacti-
cal patience and decision making while working with the 
ground forces.”

For distinguishing themselves by exceptionally merito-
rious achievement in aerial combat flights, the pilots and 
crew members of the Apache AWT and DUSTOFF 47 
were awarded The Air Medal.

“There is no other team I would rather fly with in com-
bat than the one I have here with me now,” said Sneed.

Dec. 18, Gen. Mark Milley, the Chief of Staff of the 
United States Army, and Sergeant Major of the Army 
Daniel Dailey presented the medals to Sneed, Mayville, 
Thompson and Charles at a ceremony held at the U.S. 
Forces Afghanistan headquarters at Bagram Airfield. The 
awards for Kirshbaum, Aleshire, and Plantrich were pre-
sented at a later time.

“We were simply doing our jobs,” said Thompson, 
“Anyone else assigned with this mission set would have 
done the same. I did feel a sense of pride that the highest 
levels of Army leadership were recognizing not just the 
team here, but the excellent job that the fine folks of Army 
Dustoff are doing throughout the theater of operations.”

“All of these Soldiers represented Task Force Gunfight-
ers and the United States Army with pride,” said Habhab. 
“They are absolutely committed to doing everything they 
can to provide outstanding support to the Soldiers and im-
prove the security of Afghanistan.”
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Gunfighters

HOME OF THE WORLD RENOWN
BREAKFAST BURRITO

OPEN
EVERYDAY

Nothing could be finer...than eating at THE DINER!

598-1794
ANYT IME

PATTY
MELT!
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AVAILABLE NOWpulled pork(Smoked in-house)SANDWICH!

FAMILY MEDICAL
CLINIC

2
LOCATIONS633 S. Union Ave. 1519 Andrews Ave.

• Urgent Care
• Family mediCine
• PediatriCs
• aviation mediCine

WIREGRASS
WELLNESS CENTER

J. CHRIS STRUNK, M.D.

334•673•8869
201 Regency Court • Dothan, AL 36305

W

PSYCHIATRIST

You don’t have to face your
problems alone.



The Fort Rucker Education Cen-
ter exists to help Soldiers looking to 
further their careers through higher 
education and an upcoming event 
will allow them the chance to earn 
free college credits.

The education center will hold its 
CLEP-a-thon Feb. 28 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on the first floor of Bldg. 
4502 as a way for people to test out 
of many general education courses 
and receive credit with no cost to 
them, according to Randy McNally, 
supervisory education service spe-
cialist for Fort Rucker.

“CLEPs are mostly general edu-
cation courses that fit into just about 
any degree program,” he said. 
“Most regionally and nationally ac-
credited schools will take CLEPs 
as course credit, but people should 
always check to make sure they will 
transfer.

“They’ll knock out your general 
education requirements so that you 
don’t have to sit in a class for six 
to eight weeks and pay up to $750 
or more per class,” he continued. 
“That’s a lot of effort that you don’t 
have to put forth and a lot of money 
saved.”

During the education center’s 
first CLEP-a-thon, McNally said 
the event saved the Army more than 
$18,000 in Army Tuition Assistance 
costs through Soldiers being able 
to earn their credits through CLEP 
rather than taking full courses.

 “This is a great way for Soldiers 
to get college credit and they have 
nothing to lose,” said the education 
service specialist.

This CLEP-a-thon is being held 
in conjunction with Black History 
Month to go along with the obser-
vance month’s theme – “Crisis in 
Black Education.”

“There was a huge number of 
scholarships that were turned back 
to the government and not used 
last year, so we want to do a push 
on this to offer all available educa-
tional programs that we can do in 
order to help people get forward in 
their education and support them in 
their endeavors,” said the education 
service specialist. “There really is 
no excuse not to be going to school, 
especially with access to something 
like this.”

CLEP tests are provided and ac-
cepted by most accredited schools 
in the U.S., according to McNally, 

and in order to obtain credit from a 
CLEP test, students must score at 
least a 50, which is the equivalent 
of a C grade.

One of the biggest advantages of 
CLEP testing is that for Soldiers, 
it doesn’t count toward their Army 
Tuition Assistance, said McNally. 
With ATA limited at 16-semester 
hours per fiscal year, CLEP testing 
is a great way for Soldiers to earn 
extra college credit without going 
toward their limit.

Additionally, with new Army 
regulations, new Soldiers aren’t eli-
gible for tuition assistance until one 
year after their initial entry training, 
such as advanced individual training 
or basic officers leadership course.

“That disallows them for the 
Army Tuition Assistance for a full 
year, but CLEPs are a great way for 
them to attain college credit without 
it having to come out of pocket,” 
said McNally. “They can CLEP 
throughout the first year, and it can 
help them to get into the habit of 
studying and it can help them out 
a lot.”

During the CLEP-a-thon, Sol-
diers can take as many tests as they 
wish and the Army will pay for 
each test once. If a Soldier fails to 
pass the test, he or she can retake 
the test, but must do so at their own 
expense, said McNally. Otherwise, 
there are no negative repercussions 
from testing.

Soldiers can also take advantage 
of CLEP exams even if they’re not 
in a degree program, he said.

“Soldiers can take their CLEPs, 
pass them and then come to me and 
I can give them a memo for promo-
tion points,” said McNally.

There is no preregistration re-
quired for the testing, but Soldiers 
are encouraged to come into the 
education center before the testing 
date, and preregister and take ad-
vantage of study material that the 

center can provide for some of the 
CLEP courses.

 “One thing great about Fort 
Rucker is that we work with these 
colleges and colleges work with us 
for all of these events,” said the edu-
cation service specialist. “We want 
to be as proactive as we can here.”

For more information, call 255-
2378.

Dr. Seuss’s work has touched millions, 
and the Fort Rucker Center Library wants 
to celebrate the birthday of one of the 
world’s most beloved authors by promot-
ing healthy reading habits to children at an 
early age.

In conjunction with Read Across Ameri-
ca Week, which coincides with Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday, the Center Library will host its 
Seusstival celebration Feb.28 from 4-5:30 
p.m. where parents can bring their children 
to take part in games, activities and fun, all 
while promoting learning through reading, 
according to Cameron Hill, Center Library 
youth librarian.

“We plan to hold the event outside be-
cause we’ll have more space for the games 
and activities, and there will be a bounce 
house for the children to play in,” she said. 
“There will be lots of activities and crafts, 
and there will also be prizes that people can 
win.”

Hill said people are encouraged to come 
dressed as their favorite Dr. Seuss character 
or in any wacky costume that evokes the 
spirit of the world-renown author.

Leading up to the event, many of Dr. 
Seuss’s books will be on display at the li-
brary and available for checkout, but the 
event isn’t only meant to promote Seuss’s 
books, but an interest in all books, as well 
as the resources the library has to offer.

“It’s always important to get children 

started reading early, and whatever can get 
a child to love reading is a good thing,” said 
Hill. “And for parents, this is a good way to 
introduce them to the library and everything 
we have to offer here. We have a lot more to 
offer their children than we did before.”

Recently, the library celebrated the grand 
opening of their children and teen rooms. 
The rooms feature age-appropriate reading 
material and activities, as well as game con-
sole systems for children and teens to play 
with – all part of an effort to get children 
into the library and interested in books, said 
the youth librarian.

“We like to have fun here at the library, 
so whatever we can do to have fun and get 
our patrons having fun and interested in 
the library we’re all for,” she said. “We’re 
not only just books, but we’ve got other 
resources like our online resources, audio 
books, movies, magazines, board games 
and video games.”

The Seusstival is a great way to get par-
ents and children interacting together to 
promote a love of reading, said Hill.

The event will culminate with a chil-
dren’s parade, where all the children will 
line up to put on a parade for spectators, 
who will have the opportunity to toss candy 
at the children as they walk by.

Hill encourages parents to bring their 
children by to not only introduce them to 
the works of Dr. Seuss if they aren’t famil-
iar, but to introduce them to a love of read-
ing and everything the library has to offer.

For more information, call 255-3885.
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Community Old guard
Perfection comes 
with meticulous 
training
Story on Page C3

Participants take part in 
Army Community Service’s 
Newlywed Not So Newlywed 
Game at Corvias Military 
Living Friday. The game 
was a way to give couples 
the tools they need to 
discover personality traits 
and the effects they might 
have on their relationships, 
as well as introduce them 
to resiliency training that 
is available through ACS.

Photo by NathaN PFau
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newlywed game

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

read across america

“This is a great way 
for Soldiers to get 
college credit and 
they have nothing 

to lose.”

— raNdy McNally, 
Fort ruckEr 

suPErvisory EducatioN 
sErvicE sPEcialist

Library event seeks to promote reading

Education center hosts free CLEP-a-thon
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

arMy graPhic



C2  ★  February 16, 2017  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. deadline for submissions is noon thursday for the following week’s edition.

Book clubs
The Center Library hosts a book club for 

adults the third Tuesday of each month from 
5-6 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. 

The Center Library hosts a book club for 
teens the third Thursday of each month from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served. 

Both clubs are open to authorized patrons. 
For more information, call 255-3885.

Newcomers welcome
A newcomers welcome is scheduled for 

Friday from 8:30-11 a.m. at The Landing. 
Active-duty military, spouses, foreign stu-
dents, Army civilians and family members 
are encouraged by post officials to attend the 
newcomers orientation. A free light breakfast 
and Starbucks coffee will be served. For free 
childcare, people can register their children at 
the child development center by calling 255-
3564. Reservations must be made 24 hours 
prior to the newcomers welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

Heart 2 Heart Skate Night
The Fort Rucker Child Youth Services’ 

School Age Center will host its Heart 2 Heart 
Skate Night Friday. There will be a contest for 
the best dressed boy and girl. Safety skate is 
$2 and will be from 6:15-7:15 p.m. Regular 
skate is $5 from 7:30-9:30 p.m. Only cash 
will be accepted. 

Participants must be registered with CYS. 
For more information, call 255-9108.

Travel Extravaganza
Fort Rucker will host its 29th annual Travel 

Extravaganza Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at The Landing. The event will feature a 
Passport Scavenger Hunt for chances to win 
door prizes, such as attraction tickets, hotel 
stays, clothing, memorabilia, an MWR Prize 
pack and a grand prize.  Patrons do not have 
to be present to win. 

For more information, call 255-2997 or 
255-9517. 

Federal jobs workshop
Army Community Service will host its 

federal job workshop Feb. 23 from 8 a.m. to 
noon in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. The workshop 
is aimed at getting people the information 
they need to increase their federal employ-
ment possibilities. Participants will receive a 
free copy of Kathryn Troutman’s “Jobseeker’s 
Guide (7th Edition).” Registration is required 
two days prior to the workshop. Space is lim-
ited to the first 60 people to register and the 
workshop is open to authorized patrons only. 

For more information or to register, call 
255-2594.

Army Family Team Building app
People can complete Army Family Team 

Building training through AFTB’s app. Visit 
http://www.ftruckermwr.com/acs/army-fam-
ily-team-building/ to find the direct link to 
the app. Once complete, people can contact 
Fort Rucker AFTB to receive their certificate. 
Search for AFTB in the app store for Apple 
devices. For more information, call 255-
9637.

Trivia Tuesday
Mother Rucker’s hosts its free Trivia Tues-

day Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m. People are 
welcome to put teams together or play solo. 
Teams can be up to eight players and winners 
will be announced after each round. A $20 
Mother Rucker’s gift card is given out each 
round to the winning team. The team with the 
overall highest score at the end of the evening 
receives a $25 gift card. Participants will have 
the chance to win door prizes throughout the 
evening. Trivia Tuesday is open to the public 
for those ages 18 and older.

For more information, call 503-0396. 

Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host Fort Rucker 

Right Arm Night Feb. 23 from 4-6 p.m. Right 
Arm Night is an Army tradition, promoting 
a night of camaraderie and esprit de corps as 
leaders come together and treat those who 
help them accomplish the mission. Com-
plimentary appetizers will be served while 
supplies last. Right Arm Night is held every 
month, and both military and civilians are 
welcome. 

For more information, call 255-0768. 

Anti-Bullying Rally
The Fort Rucker Youth Center will host its 

second annual Anti-Bullying Rally Feb. 24 
from 4:15-5:15 p.m. The purpose of the free 
event is to help reduce and prevent bullying 
by raising awareness through partnerships 

and supporters. Guest speakers will speak to 
the youth and provide information on ways to 
deal with bullying. Food will be served. Par-
ents and guardians are encouraged to come 
and support the event. The rally is open to the 
public. 

For more information, call 255-2260.

Mardi Gras day trip
MWR Central will host a day trip to Mo-

bile for the Mardi Gras festivities Feb. 25. The 
cost of this trip is $47 per person, and includes 
transportation to and from Mobile, and a ca-
tered lunch. The trip will depart Fort Rucker 
at 8 a.m. and arrive in Mobile around 11:30 
a.m. Departure time from Mobile will be at 8 
p.m., with an anticipated arrival back at Fort 
Rucker at around 11 p.m. 

For more information, call 255-2997.

Seusstival
The Center Library will host its Seussti-

val Feb. 28 from 4-5:30 p.m. The library in-
vites authorized patrons to help celebrate Dr. 
Seuss’s birthday with a spring carnival, and 
also to dress up as their favorite Dr. Seuss 
character or in a wacky costume for a chance 
to win a prize. The event will also feature oth-
er activities and a children’s parade. The event 
will be Exceptional Family Member Program 
friendly. 

For more information, stop by the library or 
call 255-3885.

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readiness 

Program hosts orientation sessions monthly 
in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, in 
the Army Community Service multipurpose 
room, with the next session March 2. People 
who attend will meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 a.m. 
to fill out paperwork before going to the mul-
tipurpose room. The class will end at about 
noon. The sessions will inform people on the 
essentials of the program and provide job 
search tips, as well. Advance registration is 
required and attendance at a session is man-
datory for participation in the program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Library’s Teen Tech Week
The Center Library will celebrate Teen Tech 

Week with a workshop March 7 from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. A guest will demonstrate how to 
use a 3D printer and how to potentially build 
a 3D printer. The workshop will be open to 
authorized patrons and be Exceptional Fam-
ily Member Program friendly. 

For more information, visit the library or 
call 255-3885. 

Single-parent family game night
Army Community Service, and the Army 

and Air Force Exchange Service will host a 
single-parent family game night March 9 
from 5-7 p.m. at the post exchange food court. 
Free giveaways will be included at this initia-
tive of the Fort Rucker Community Health 
Promotions Council Family Resiliency Work 

Group. The event will be open to authorized 
patrons – 

single parents who are active duty, retired, 
Department of Defense employees and their 
families. Registration deadline is March 3 and 
registration is limited to the first 20 families 
to sign up. People can pre-register by calling 
255-3359 or 255-9647.

Blended retirement system seminar
The Army Community Service Financial 

Readiness Program will present a blended re-
tirement seminar from 6-7 p.m. Wednesday in 

the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700 in Rm. 
282. The seminar will be a discussion of the 
significant aspects the BRS, including how re-
tirement pay will be calculated, continuation 
pay and the Thrift Saving Plan with matching 
contributions. This discussion will be facili-
tated by ACS accredited financial counselors. 
Pre-registration is required by Tuesday. Free 
child care will be available with registration

For more information and to register, call 
255-3949 or 255-9631. Registration can also 
be at http://rucker.armymwr.com/us/rucker/
programs/army-community-service.

FOrt ruCker Movie Schedule for February 16-19

TickeTs are $6 for adulTs and $5 for children, 12 and under. MiliTary i.d. card holders and Their guesTs are welcoMe. schedule subjecT To change. for More inforMaTion, call 255-2408. 

dFmWr 
spotlight

Thursday, February 16 Friday, February 17 Saturday, February 18 Sunday, February 19

John Wick Chapter 2 (R) ............... 7 p.m.John Wick Chapter 2 (R) ............... 7 p.m. Sing (PG) ....................................... 4 p.m.
Assassin’s Creed (R) ..................... 7 p.m.

Sing (PG) ....................................... 1 p.m.
Hidden Figures (PG) ..................... 4 p.m.

Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation will host an ATV and dirt bike trail ride Saturday from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. The cost is $20 and pre-registration is 
required. Drivers must pass the safety driving test through ODR before participating. Participants must provide their own ATV or dirt bike, and also 
provide their own protective gear, including helmets, boots, etc., that must be worn at all times. The event is open to the public, ages 16 and up. 
For more information, call 255-4305. Pictured is a scene from a previous trail ride.

FilE Photo

atV trail ride



FORT BELVOIR, Va. – They wake be-
fore the sun comes up each weekday. They 
spend the early morning bathing, eating, 
strapping on equipment, getting a haircut 
and polishing shoes. By 8 a.m., they are on 
the job, carrying a fallen warrior to his final 
resting place at Arlington National Cem-
etery.

They are not your typical Soldiers. Each 
weighs about 1,200 pounds. They are the 
steeds of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment 
(The Old Guard) Caisson Platoon. 

The mission of the Old Guard is time-
honored. One that is respected, admired 
and much appreciated by the family mem-
bers of fallen loved ones being laid to rest. 
The firing party is always in sync and the 
casket team always on point. But for many, 
one sight stands out the most: the arrival of 
the Caisson team.

Tall, strong-looking horses, ridden by 
sharply dressed and decorated Soldiers 
working together to escort a fallen war-
rior to his final resting place, honoring him 
the best they can. Something special about 
them captures the eyes and the attention of 
those in attendance. Maybe it’s the posture 
of the rider, maybe it’s the calmness and 
tranquility of the horses. 

“It’s a huge honor just to be able to show 
the family that we care – that they’re not 
going to be left behind, ever, because their 
loved one gave so much to our country and 
to the military” said Sgt. Jake Kausen, a se-
nior instructor for the basic horsemanship 
course. “I don’t know how to explain it oth-
er than that. It’s definitely one of the best 
things I’ve done in my life and I don’t know 
there will ever be a way to top that.

“Even the horses can sense the impor-
tance,” he said. “They can feel it through 
the riders, their posture and tightness. They 
can feel that, so they actually know they 
need to be good.”

Perfection comes only after meticulous 
training.

Even the selection process is painstaking. 
Trainers have a few places around the coun-
try that they purchase horses from. 

“I can go to their places, their ranches, 
their farms, wherever that may be, and I 
look at the animals and see if they match 
what we need. See if it’s the size, color and 
shape. You know, they have to be sort of 
pretty, because we are in the public”, said 
Robert Brown, the Caisson Platoon’s horse 
manager. 

The herd has 50 to 60 horses at any given 
time and to avoid half of the herd retiring at 
the same time, Brown spaces out the ages 
of the horses when purchasing them. The 
last batch he bought included two 1-year-
olds, a couple of 3-year-olds and went up 
the age bracket to 7-year-olds. 

Newly-purchased horses are taken to 
the stables that are nestled in a corner of 
Fort Belvoir hidden by trees and chain link 
fences. Upon arrival, the horses spend a 
few weeks in quarantine, separated from 

the rest of the herd. This is a precaution to 
ensure the horses aren’t sick and don’t con-
taminate the rest of the herd if they are. 

Rubin Troyer, once a sergeant in the pla-
toon, is the horse trainer. It’s his job to make 
sure they’re ready to work in the cemetery. 
He spends his days with the horses, desen-
sitizing them, getting them used to different 
equipment and situations that would scare 
the average horse, things like gun fire, mu-
sic and crowds. 

“What we ask of these horses is extreme-
ly unnatural for them. We’re asking a claus-
trophobic animal to accept apparatuses and 
to go into environments that by instincts 
and by their nature they are really scared 
of,” Troyer said. 

New horses train alongside the Soldiers 
attending the basic horsemanship course. 

“Soldiers learn how to ride and control 
the horse and the horses learn to deal with 
the Soldiers, although the horses generally 
like to challenge the riders.” Kausen said 
“Like children, they want to see what they 
can get away with.”

Once a horse has demonstrated that it’s 
capable of handling the basics, it is taken to 
Fort Myer for the next step. Troyer spends 
four weeks shadowing each horse after they 
are attached to the caisson, and it works 
alongside the other horses and Soldiers. 
Then, if the horse is successful in its duties, 
Troyer turns it over to the Soldiers of the 
caisson platoon. That’s when the horse’s 
training is officially over. 

From there, the horses will spend their 
career on the Caisson team. “We like to 
shoot for like 10 years of service,” said 
Kausen. “So 10 years, then we do the adop-
tion process of adopting them to a good 
home where they will take care of them and 
they can be horses.”
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Sgt. Jake Kausen and fellow trainers observe a trainee riding a horse at the Caisson stables.
Photos by sgt. JosE a. torrEs Jr.

Kausen poses for a photo with his favorite Caisson horse, Dewell Ray, at the Caisson stable at Fort 
Belvoir, Va., last year. 

By Sgt. Jose A. Torres Jr.
For Army News Service

old gUard
Perfection comes with meticulous training

Bringing People Together Thru Faith

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

214 S. Main Street • Enterprise
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist ChurchM

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

“Be ye followers of
me, even as I also
am of Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1

Soldiers go through the basic rider’s course. 
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ANDALUSIA
ONGOiNG — Andalusia Public Library offers free 

practice tests. Patrons can choose from more than 300 
online tests based on official exams such as the ACT, SAT, 
GED, ASVAB, firefighter, police officer, paramedic, U.S. 
citizenship and many more. Patrons may select to take a 
test and receive immediate scoring. Test results are stored 
in personalized individual accounts, accessible only to 
patrons. Call 222-6612 for more information.

ONGOiNG — The American Legion Post 80 has 
regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, 
call 222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
ONGOiNG — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 

Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served Sundays, and 
games and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  For more information, call 598-6211, 
598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOiNG — Daleville Chamber of Commerce 
meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the 
Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. For more information, call 598-
6331.

DOTHAN
MARcH 14-18 — Southeast Alabama Community 

Theatre presents “9 to 5 The Musical,” with music and 
lyrics by Dolly Parton. The show is based on the seminal 
1980 hit movie, set in the late 1970s. Tickets will go 
on sale Feb. 27 online at www.SEACT.com, www.
DothanCivicCenter.org, or by contacting the Dothan Civic 
Center Box Office 334-615-3175. Tickets are $25 for 
adults and $23 for students, seniors 65 and older, military 
with ID – limit of two. The Dothan Opera House lobby 
opens at 6 p.m. with tickets on sale if the performance is 
not sold out. Reserved seating begins at 6:30 p.m.

ONGOiNG — The American Legion Post 12 holds 
monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are held at the post’s facility at 
3087 Hwy. 605, which is Brannon Stand Road at the 
intersection of Park Avenue. For more information, call 
400-5356.

ONGOiNG — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3073 
Wiregrass Post membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. 
Breakfast is served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post can 

host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells. 

ENTERPRISE
FEB. 19 — The Masterworks Choir of Enterprise will 

present selections from Mendelssohn’s “Elijah” and other 
music at 3 p.m. at First Baptist Church of Enterprise. The 
event will feature guest organist Urs Tolotti from North 
Carolina. The concert is free, but donations are welcome. 
For more information, visit the Masterworks Choir’s 
Facebook page or call 334-390-1009.

ONGOiNG — The Enterprise baseball team is starting 
a league and is in need of players. High school- and 
college-aged people are eligible to play. Tryouts will be 
held every weekend until April. For more information, 
including times and locations of tryouts, call 334-347-
1660. 

ONGOiNG — Classes in the Taoist Tai Chi Society™ 
Internal Arts and Methods are currently held at the YMCA 
Fitness Center and the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
Parish Hall. At the Y, classes are offered Thursdays at 1 
p.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. At the church, classes are 
offered Mondays at 9 a.m. and Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Anyone interested in joining a class is welcome to join 
any time. Tai Chi is an ancient Chinese exercise that 
promotes health and relaxation. It is suitable for all ages 
and physical conditions. Comfortable, loose clothing and 
flat-soled shoes are recommended attire for these classes. 
All classes are taught by accredited volunteer instructors. 
For more information, call 334-588-0512. For more 
information about Taoist Tai Chi, visit http://www.taoist.
org/usa/locations/montgomery/.

GENEVA
ONGOiNG — The Geneva County Relay for Life 

meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the 
Citizens Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONGOiNG — Residents are invited to town hall meet-

ings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
FEB. 23 — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 

will meet at 6 p.m. in the senior center, located one block 
behind the old New Brockton Police station. Food and 
drink will be served, followed by regular chapter business. 
The group invites other veterans throughout the Wiregrass 
to join as DAV or DAV Auxiliary. For more information, 
call 334-718- 5707.

ONGOiNG — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 

a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 
a service office in the New Brockton Police Station at 
706 McKinnon Street. The office will assist veterans 
who were injured or disabled while in military service. 
DAV service officers help veterans and their spouses with 
disability compensation claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, 
death benefits, VA medical care, Social Security disability 
benefits, veterans job programs, homeless veterans 
services and other veteran services. All veteran services 
are provided free of charge. For more information, call 
334-406-6700.  

OZARK
ONGOiNG –AL-ANON will hold weekly meetings 

on Mondays at noon at the Lutheran Prince of Peace. For 
more information, call 618-513-1258.  

ONGOiNG — Every Thursday at 5:30 p.m., yoga 
with Sandra Bittman is at Perry Recreation Center for $5 
a person.   

PINCKARD
ONGOiNG — The public is invited to the Cross 

Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard 
United Methodist Church. 

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
ONGOiNG — The Samson City Council meets 

monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Samson Community Center. 

ONGOiNG — American Legion Post 78 meets 
monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY
ONGOiNG — Troy Bank and Trust Company sponsors 

senior dance nights every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. 
at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex is 
transformed into a dance hall and features music from the 
40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
ONGOiNG — A German coffee takes place the last 

Thursday of every month except November at 10 a.m. at 
The Landing on Fort Rucker. The group has been meeting 
for more than 40 years.

ONGOiNG — The Marine Corps League, Wiregrass 
Det. 752, welcomes all Marines, Navy corpsmen and 
chaplains, and their families, to its monthly meetings. 
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each month at 
7 p.m.  Attendees are welcome to arrive early for food 

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would lIke to advertIse your event, emaIl JIm HugHes wItH all tHe detaIls at JHugHes@armyflIer.com.

beyond briefs
Home Building and Remodeling Expo

The Greater Montgomery Home Build-
ing and Remodeling Expo 2017 is sched-
uled for Feb. 24-26 at the Multiplex at 
Cramton Bowl, 220 Hall Street. Since 
1994, the Greater Montgomery Home 
Expo has been the area’s premier source 
for those consumers interested in build-
ing or remodeling their home, according 
to organizers. This year’s expo will fea-
ture Pete Nelson, “The Tree House Mas-
ter.” The expo will be open 10 a.m. to 6 
p.n. Feb. 24-25 and noon to 5 p.m. Feb. 
26. The Tree House Master Information 
Seminar will take place Feb. 25 at 1 p.m. 
Tickets cost $6 for adults and admission 
is free for children under 12.

For more information, call 334-277-
7766 or visit gmhba.org/home-building-
remodeling-expo.php.

Montgomery Half Marathon and 5K
The Montgomery Half Marathon and 

5k is scheduled for March 11 from 7 a.m. 
to noon. Packet pickup will take place 
March 10 from noon to 6 p.m. at Riv-
erwalk Stadium. Both courses are USA 
Track and Field certified. People must 
register in advance – there is no race-
day registration. Registration is $35 for 
the 5k and $45 for the half – military and 

first responders receive a $5 discount. 
People can register at https://isignedup.
com/en/event/70/The-Montgomery-Half-
Marathon-Presented-by-Baptist-Health-
and-Hyundai-Motor-Manufacturing-Ala-
bama.

For more information, call 334-356-
7271 or visit themontgomeryhalf.com/.

‘Sherlock Holmes’
Montgomery’s Alabama Shakespeare 

Festival will present a new adaptation of 
the “Sherlock Holmes” story by Geof-
frey Sherman March 9-May 13. It is 
billed by organizers as a gripping tale of 
the world’s most famous detective that 
features amazing twists and turns, ac-
companied by a healthy dose of comedy. 
The production is recommended for ages 
9 and up.  For show times and tickets, 
visit http://tickets.asf.net/single/PSDe-
tail.aspx?psn=11300. Ticket prices vary 
based on play, date and availability of 
seating. 

For more information, call 334-271-
5353 or visit asf.net/project/sherlock-
holmes/.

‘Oystertown’ at Dixie Theatre
The Dixie Theatre in Apalachicola, 

Florida, invites all to help celebrate the 
rich history of the town and The Forgot-
ten Coast at an original production devel-
oped especially for the theatre, according 

to organizers. “Oystertown” combines 
storytelling, music and historic archival 
footage to celebrate and examine the his-
tory of this hidden hamlet on the Forgotten 
Coast of Florida. Apalachicola is a small 
town that could be anyone’s hometown. 
It is filled with a rich history steeped in 
Southern tradition and American history. 
Dixie Theatre veterans will weave tales 
of how Apalachicola began and where it 
is going. The production will take place 
Feb. 18 at 3 and 8 p.m., Feb. 22 at 3 p.m. 
and Feb. 25 at 3 and 8 p.m.

For tickets, call the box office at 850-
653-3200. For more information, visit 
http://www.dixietheatre.com/.

Mardi Gras in Mobile
Mobile is not only recognized as cel-

ebrating the first known American Mardi 
Gras celebration in 1703, but also as home 
to America’s Family Mardi Gras, accord-
ing to city tourism officials. The celebra-
tion lasts more than 2 1/2 weeks – now 
through Feb. 28 – and culminates on Fat 
Tuesday, the day before Lent. For weeks, 
the streets of downtown Mobile are filled 
with the sights and sounds of live march-
ing bands, brilliantly colored floats and, 
of course, crowds of parade-goers. The 
floats are glowing spectacles manned 
by masked riders festooned in satin and 
sequins, and armed with crowd-pleasing 
throws, such as beads, MoonPies, dou-

bloons and candy. 
For more information, visit http://www.

mobile.org/.

‘To Kill a Mockingbird’
Prattville’s Way Off Broadway The-

atre announces its production of Harper 
Lee’s “To Kill a Mockingbird,” adapted 
by Christopher Sergel, which will be pro-
duced by special arrangement with The 
Dramatic Publishing Company of Wood-
stock, Illinois, now-Feb. 26. It will show 
Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m., Sun-
days at 2 p.m., and Feb. 9 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Feb. 14 at 7:30 p.m.

For more information, call 334-595 
-0854 or visit wobt.prattvilleal.gov.

Orchid Show and Sale
Bellingrath Gardens and the Home for 

the Mobile Area Orchid Society will host 
their 40th annual Orchid Show and Sale 
Feb. 17-19 from noon to 5 p.m. at the 
gardens in Theodore. Mobile Area Orchid 
Society members will display their best 
orchids, and will be available to answer 
questions and provide tips on growing 
and caring for these exotic plants. There 
will be vendors selling orchids, supplies 
and accessories. Admission into the show 
is free of charge, but guests are encour-
aged to tour the gardens and home.

For more information, visit https://
bellingrath.org/.

Lake Guntersville State Park will 
host its annual Eagle Awareness 
Weekends through Feb. 19. 

The event features live bird dem-
onstrations, programs delivered by 
notable speakers and guided field 
trips for viewing eagles in their 
natural habitat. The park is located 
at 1155 Lodge Drive, Guntersville. 
Recently, park staff discovered a 
new eagle nest in the park. Eagle 
Awareness visitors will be able to 
view the nest with a guide. Other 

new programs and activities include 
live bald eagle demonstrations on 
each Sunday afternoon bird of prey 
programs, Chick-fil-A Adventure 
Quest for children under 12, Friday 
story time, and the Gunter School 
Photo Contest for Marshall County 
students.

Eagle Awareness events are free to 
the public. There is no registration 
needed to attend the programs or 
field trips. However, the sessions can 
fill up fast so participants are encour-
aged to arrive early for the events. 
To celebrate Eagle Awareness at 
Lake Guntersville, the park is offer-

ing several overnight accommoda-
tion packages and dining specials. 
Package holder exclusives include 
priority seating at all programs, 
exclusive photo opportunities with 
Sunday presenters, and discounts to 
participating businesses and restau-
rants in the Guntersville area. 

For more information about the 
events schedule, Eagle Aware-
ness packages or to make reser-
vations, visit www.alapark.com/
lake-guntersville-state-park or call 
256-571-5440. To learn more about 
Alabama State Parks, visit www.
alapark.com.

Alabama State Parks
Press Release

State park hosts event to highlight eagles



CAMP KARLIKI, Poland – As Spc. Erik 
Guerrero stepped into the giant virtual re-
ality pod inside a quiet tank maintenance 
bay 50 yards away from where a raucous 
Super Bowl party was going on, he had no 
idea what to expect. 

What he found inside was more than just 
an immersive virtual reality experience 
that simulated attending the big game. It 
was an unexpected family memory of a 
lifetime – because, even though he sat in a 
chair in Poland, he was sharing a row with 
his family at the big game in Houston.

In his chair, Guerrero was surrounded 
by 360 degrees of giant screens. The lights 
went dark for 30 seconds. Then, as the 
screens lit up, he found himself staring 
down at the game from a luxury box at 
NRG Stadium. Yet as he turned to his side, 
an even better view awaited him.

“I thought it was going to be a pretty 
cool Super Bowl virtual-reality experi-
ence, like I’m there,” recalled Guerrero, 
an M1 armor crewman with C Company, 
1st Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment. “But 
as soon as I saw my wife, Dannielle, my 
son, Liam, and my parents to my side, I 
just broke down in tears.

“I was asking the camera guy, ‘Can they 
see me? Can they hear me?’” he added. 
“It was one of the best experiences of my 
life.”

Along with Guerrero, two other Soldiers 
from the 3rd Armored Brigade Combat 
Team, 4th Infantry Division, also took vir-
tual trips in separate pods. All were sur-
prised to find their family members at the 
game courtesy of Hyundai, which filmed 
the unexpected reunions for a 90-second 
advertisement honoring service members 
deployed overseas.

The 3rd ABCT from Fort Carson, Colo-
rado, is deployed to Europe in support 
of Operation Atlantic Resolve as the first 
heavy brigade to kick off continuous “heel 
to toe” nine-month rotations for armored 
brigades to central and eastern Europe. 

Cpl. Trista Strauch, an Abrams tank 
system maintainer, also with C Co., was 
shocked to find her husband, Joseph, three 
children and brother, Kane, at the Super 
Bowl. 

“I was just overwhelmed with emotion. 
I definitely cried,” she said. “I was just re-
ally excited to see them. This is something 
we’ve never experienced before, and I’m 
super excited they get to be there for it.”

The ad aired on Fox immediately fol-
lowing the New England Patriots’ dramat-
ic come-from-behind win over the Atlanta 
Falcons in overtime of Super Bowl LI. A 
day after the game, another 5 million peo-
ple had watched it on YouTube.

For Sgt. Richard Morrill, a mechanized 
infantryman with 1-8th Infantry Regiment, 
the VR experience was an unexpected 
chance to see his wife, Emily, and 4-year-
old daughter Hadley. He said it felt like he 
could almost reach out and touch them.

“I got to talk them about what’s happen-
ing over here, what’s happening at home 
and how their experience was getting 
down to the Super Bowl,” Morrill said. 
“It’s unreal. Me and my wife have been 
talking about getting tickets for two years 
now, and she got them to the biggest game 
of the year.”

The virtual reunion experience was 
filmed during the first half of the game. 

The production team from FILM45 then 
quickly transformed the footage during the 
second half into the commercial directed 
by Peter Berg, whose movie credits in-
clude “Lone Survivor” and “Friday Night 
Lights.”

The production company also filmed 
scenes for the commercial in the adja-
cent maintenance bay at the Polish Camp 
Karliki, where hundreds of Soldiers from 
1-8th Inf. Regt. watched the Super Bowl 
at a viewing party fully catered by Hyun-
dai. Many Soldiers watched the game 
projected on a big screen from atop their 
tanks and Bradley Fighting Vehicles.

Lt. Col. Jason Sabat, 1-8th Inf. Regt. 
battalion commander, said that in his 25 
years of service, he had never seen any-
thing like it.

“It’s hard for me to put into words what 
I’m seeing right now, but there’s been ab-
solutely no expense spared,” Sabat said. 
“These Soldiers are truly experiencing the 
Super Bowl like never before, probably 
better than what they would be experienc-
ing back home, so it’s just an awesome 
event.”

Following the game, many of the Sol-
diers moved straight to a nearby railhead 
to begin loading their tanks and other sup-
port vehicles onto trains bound for Roma-
nia and Bulgaria.

Guerrero was already looking forward 
to the next surprises he may encounter 
during a deployment that calls upon the 
Iron Brigade to serve as a deterrent against 
aggression in eight countries.

“I’m just looking forward to wher-

ever they take me to and experience a 
whole new country,” Guerrero said. “We 
worked alongside Polish tankers during 
a live-fire exhibition, so I hope I get to 
work alongside Romanian tankers to see 
what they do.”
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VirtUal realitY
By capt. Scott Walters
For Army News Service

Soldiers of 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, stand at attention as the national anthem for Super 
Bowl LI plays on a giant screen during a viewing party at Camp Karliki, Zagan, Poland, Feb. 6. 

Photos by caPt. scott WaltErs

Soldiers watch the Super Bowl as a film crew from production company FILM45 captures images of them. 

A pistol is closely examined during inventory.

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.

Soldiers in Poland attend Super Bowl in VR, surprised by loved ones

Three virtual-reality pods were used to immerse Soldiers into a total Super Bowl experience. 

doWnload a pdF copY 
oF this Week’s edition 

at armYFlier.com.
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remember ace – 
ask, care and escort.

Post
Religious 
Services

Worship 
serVices
Except as noted, all 

services are on Sunday.

Headquarters 
chapel, 
Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional 
Protestant Service

Main Post chapel, 
Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic 
Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective 
Protestant
12:05 p.m. 
Catholic Mass
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic 
Confessions 
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Saturday)

Wings chapel, 
Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant 
Sunday School
10:45 a.m. 
Latter-Day Saints
10:45 a.m. 
Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary 
Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar 
Study (4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life 
center, 
Bldg. 8939
10:15 a.m. CCD
(except during 
summer months)

bible stUdies
TuESDAyS
crossroads 
Discipleship Study
(Meal/Bible Study)
Wings Chapel, 
6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women 
of the chapel
Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. 
and 6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
7 p.m.

WEDNESDAyS
catholic Women 
of the chapel
Spiritual Life Center, 
9 a.m.

Above the Best 
Bible Study
Yano Hall, 11 a.m.

1-14th Avn Regt 
Bible Study
Hanchey AAF, 
Bldg. 50102N, 
Rm 101
11:30 a.m.

164th TAOG 
Bible Study
Bldg. 30501, 
11:30 a.m.

$99 Vascular Screening
Special for February.

334-793-8700

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

ElbaEnterprise

Enterprise’s
2nd Location Now Open!

(7 Days a Week)
6580 Boll Weevil Circle

© 2017 Troy University© 2017 TrTroy Universityy

William M., Student
Exercise Science. Army ROTC.

UP TO 50% TUIT ION
SCHOLARSHIP

FOR MILITARY
AND FAMILY WARRIORS

Feel it at troy.edu/militaryspirit or call 1-800-586-9771.

Advance your career with exclusive benefits toward graduate
and undergraduate programs. TROY’s Military and Family

Scholarship caps the cost of tuition at $250 per credit hour for
active military, Reservists and National Guard. Also, your spouse

and dependents receive up to 50% in tuition savings. TROY is
committed to keeping higher education affordable. That’s the

Trojan Warrior Spirit, and it’s alive and well at Troy University.

USKA
SUMMER KARATE CAMP
Experience an exciting adventure in the USKA Summer Karate
camp. Your kids will enjoy weekly Karate Classes & Video Games.
Including Basketball, Softball, Inflatable & BBQ at the Park. Wait
there’s more! Weekly Movies at the Theatre, Bowling, Music
Classes and much more. Invite your friends to attend and have a

summer you will never forget.

BEGINS
MAY 30, 2017

THROUGH
JULY 28, 2017

7:30 AM - 5:30 PM

SIGN UP

TODAY!

1145 James Drive • enterprise, aL
(BehinD harBour Freight & Dirt Cheap) 334-475-4308

www.sCorpionkarate1.Com

SUMMER
CAMP
OPEN TO
PUBLIC
BRING
YOUR
FRIENDS

LOW
AS

$65
WEEKLY
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Healthand Fitness
Medical Miracle
Army surgeons perform 
groundbreaking arm replant 
Story on Page d3

Plateaus are expected with any fitness 
journey, but Fort Rucker’s fitness training 
staff hopes a new rewards program can help 
patrons break down barriers and reach new 
fitness heights.

“The Fort Rucker Lifting Club is a re-
wards program for participants as they train 
towards certain weight goals and mile-
stones by tracking their improvements in 
certain lifts from resistance training,” Zea 
Urbiztondo, fitness program specialist, 
said. “There are two programs within the 
Lifting Club, each with their own exercises 
and milestones to track. 

“Barbell Benders incorporates the tra-
ditional powerlifting movements – back 
squat, flat bench press and deadlift,” she 
added. “Weights & Plates incorporates 
Olympic Weightlifting movements – the 
clean and jerk, and the snatch.” 

According to Urbiztondo, milestones are 
reached once the cumulative total of all lifts 
in each program is performed within the 
same day.

Progress is tracked with binders located 
at the front desk of both the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Center, Bldg. 4605 on 
Andrews Avenue, and at the Fortenberry-
Colton Physical Fitness Center, Bldg. 5900 
on Skychief. Each binder has designated 
forms that an individual can use to track 
their progress through each program’s lifts. 
Tracking is done by the individual on an 
honor-based system and can be done at ei-
ther facility. Participants with forms at both 
facilities will be consolidated periodically, 
she said.

“I designed the Lifting Club as a program 
for people to get excited about weightlift-
ing, and to help give participants strength-
based goals as opposed to just coming 
into the gym and lifting without purpose,” 
Urbiztondo said. “There are already estab-
lished tracking programs for running, walk-
ing and swimming, but there was nothing 
that catered to the people who preferred 
resistance training. 

“Ever since the functional fitness area 
opened a year ago, the amount of people 
who have included both powerlifting and 
Olympic weightlifting into their workout 

program has drastically increased,” she 
added. “It is always rewarding to see some-
one hit a personal record while lifting, so I 
wanted to establish a program to continue 
that excitement.”

The club can help both seasoned fitness 
enthusiasts and participants with newly-
adopted fitness routines, according to Ur-
biztondo.

“By participating in the Lifting Club, 
you can surround yourself with like-mind-
ed people who are all striving for a certain 
strength goal,” she said. “The fitness com-
munity is about building each other up and 
supporting each other towards their fitness 
and health goals. You can learn something 
new, and surprise yourself with strength 
and abilities you might have never known 

you could achieve.”
And for participants who are new to 

weight training or fitness in general?  
“Best tip I can offer to someone new to 

fitness or weight training is to ask for help 
from a trained professional,” Urbiztondo 
said. “Learn the movements first, and prac-
tice good form and technique. Establish 
good lifting habits before trying to lift 
heavy. Strength will come, but bad tech-
nique breeds injury and bad habits.

“The Lifting Club can benefit individu-
als regardless of fitness levels by not only 
introducing something new to them if they 
have never done weight training before, 
but can also help give them a little bit of 
a competitive edge if you need some mo-
tivation,” she added. “For those who have 

been weightlifting already as part of their 
workout regimen, then the Lifting Club can 
help give them a push to work towards that 
next milestone in the program.”

Urbiztondo added that adopting a resis-
tance training regimen has numerous ben-
efits.

“From a performance perspective, resis-
tance training helps build muscular strength 
and endurance, as well as increase power 
production,” she said. “Body fat percent-
ages decrease and a general overall in-
creased level of fitness and health can be 
achieved.” 

For more information, call 255-2296 
or 255-3794 or visit http:// https://rucker.
armymwr.com/us/rucker/programs/fitness-
centers.

WO1 Alex Hanson, B Co., 1-145th Avn. Regt., performs a clean.

Photo by Jeremy henderson

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Feats oF strength

FORT SAM HOUSTON, Texas 
— The ability to measure the body’s 
capacity to compensate for blood 
loss, also known as the compensa-
tory reserve, has been the focus of 
researchers at the Army Institute of 
Surgical Research at Fort Sam Hous-
ton.

Hemorrhagic shock from blood 
loss is the leading cause of death in 
trauma patients. Traditional meth-
ods of taking vital signs cannot de-
tect when a patient is on the verge of 
crashing or going into hemorrhagic 
shock and potentially dying from 
blood loss. 

So USAISR researchers have been 
collaborating with scientists and en-
gineers at the University of Colorado 
and Flashback Technologies, Inc., to 
develop an algorithm, the Compen-
satory Reserve Index, to detect when 
a patient is going into hemorrhagic 
shock. 

The tiny device is the first medi-
cal monitoring technology capable of 
providing early detection of impend-
ing circulatory shock in trauma pa-
tients. The device received clearance 
from the Food and Drug Administra-
tion in December for use in pre-hos-
pital and hospital settings.

“Our research has revealed that the 
measurement of the compensatory re-
serve is the single most important in-
dicator for early and accurate assess-
ment of imminent shock,” said Dr. 
Victor Convertino, USAISR senior 
scientist for the U.S. Army Medical 
Research and Materiel Command 

Combat Casualty Care Research Pro-
gram, which funded the research.

The compensatory reserve, he ex-
plained, “represents the body’s abil-
ity to adjust for the threat of inad-
equate oxygen in the tissues due to 
blood loss.”

The CRI uses an algorithm to take 
information from a standard pulse 
oximeter placed on the finger of a 
patient and gauges whether a patient 
requires resuscitation or immediate 
medical attention.

Equipped with a gauge similar 
to a fuel gauge in a motor vehicle, 
the device detects when a patient is 
in danger of crashing or going into 
hemorrhagic shock. The technology 
is designed to assist medics with-
out much experience working in the 
battlefield to care for wounded war-
riors who require immediate medical 
attention.

Convertino called the FDA clear-
ance a significant milestone. 

“[The clearance] paves the way 
for fielding a compensatory reserve 
measurement device to give combat 
medics on the battlefield a tool to 
predict hemorrhagic shock, as well 
as emergency medical technicians in 
civilian medical settings,” he said.

“The ability to measure the com-
pensatory reserve continuously and 
in real time,” he added, “will revolu-
tionize medical monitoring from ear-
ly diagnosis of the trajectory toward 
shock to accurately guiding fluid re-
suscitation or providing feedback of 
intervention effectiveness.” 

Convertino and his team were 
able to use the compensatory 
reserve algorithm to learn from an 
individual’s own arterial waveform 

By Steven Galvan
U.S. Army Institute 
of Surgical Research 
Public Affairs

good to go

WASHINGTON — Time spent with smart-
phones, tablets, and computers can impact your 
ability to get healthy sleep. 

The primary culprit is exposure to blue light 
that’s emitted from all electronic devices. Using 
them at night can disrupt your natural circadian 
rhythm and suppress the secretion of melatonin, 
a powerful sleep hormone. When your eyes are 
exposed to artificial light, you might feel more 
awake when you should be getting ready to wind 
down. 

Try these tips to minimize the impact of blue 
light.

Set a “Two-hour” rule. Turn off handheld de-• 
vices and televisions at least two hours before 
bedtime. And dim the lights at home. Try to 
avoid lying in bed and scrolling social media 
and email before bedtime, too. If you happen 
to read something stress-inducing or upset-
ting, your day might end on a negative note. 
Try reading a book, journaling, or reflecting 
on something you feel grateful for instead.

Screen time 
impacts 
dream time

see clear, Page d3

FDA clears device designed to save lives on battlefield

Human Performance Resource Center
Staff ReportDr. Victor Convertino, U.S. Army Institute of Surgical Research senior scientist, demon-

strates the functions and capabilities of the Compensatory Reserve Index to Maj. Gen. 
Barbara Holcomb, commanding general of the U.S. Army Medical Research and Material 
Command.  

Photo by steven galvan

Photo illustration by air Force staFF sgt. Jamal sutter

see dream, Page d3

Fitness program rewards progress
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Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.



Block the blue. If you can’t • 
avoid electronic devices be-
fore bed, some tools can help 
offset blue-light exposure. 
Many mobile devices come 
equipped with blue-light 

reducing functions already 
installed. You also can pur-
chase blue-light blocking 
glasses with amber lenses. Or 
download software that ad-
justs the light on your screen, 
depending on the time of day 
and your location.

Use light wisely. Not all • 
light exposure is bad. Head 
outside into real sunlight, 
especially when it’s early, so 
you can sleep better at night. 
Leverage blue-light expo-
sure appropriately during the 
day, if possible. It can boost 

your energy and readiness, 
increase alertness, and en-
hance cognitive function and 
mood.

Screens and devices are un-
avoidable – they’re often an 
important part of daily life. Un-
derstanding their effects on sleep 

can help you choose how and 
when to make best use of tech-
nology. 

To learn more about blue-light 
exposure, visit http://www.dcoe.
mil/blog/16-11-03/Manage_
Your_Screens_for_Sweeter_
Dreams.aspx.

how the body is using its compensatory mechanisms. 
The research team learned that waveforms obtained 
from a simple pulse oximeter that is carried by combat 
medics could be used to generate a compensatory reserve 
measurement device. 

“With newly advanced computer technologies, we now 
have the capability to measure features of each arterial 
waveform that reflect the sum of all mechanisms of com-
pensation that affect the heart [ejected wave] and the arter-
ies [reflected wave],” Convertino explained. 

With analysis of each arterial waveform, the algorithm 
becomes more accurate in predicting the body’s ability to 

protect itself from inadequate tissue oxygenation (shock).
“The compensatory reserve measurement device will be 

important for triage because of stressful battlefield condi-
tions,” Convertino said. “There’s lots of noise, lots of 
adrenaline and not much equipment, which can make di-
agnosis especially hard for medics on the battlefield. This 
device will help medics save lives on the battlefield.”

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO, Texas 
— Brooke Army Medical Center surgeons 
performed their first above-the-elbow arm 
replant on a 22-year-old trauma patient 
last year and, almost 10 months later, the 
patient is thriving.

Kelsey Ward’s right arm was severed 
when a guardrail pierced the passenger-
side window of her SUV in a car wreck. 
San Antonio firefighters administered a 
life-saving tourniquet and were fortunate 
enough to find her arm in the wreckage. 
They packed it in ice and brought it to 
BAMC – one of two Level I Trauma Cen-
ters in San Antonio.

April 20, Lt. Col. (Dr.) Joseph Alderete, 
chief of surgical oncology, was the trauma 
surgeon on-call when Ward was brought 
to the emergency department. 

“Most of the time, when someone has 
a limb amputated in the field the odds of 
replantation are minimal because the limb 
is crushed and not viable for replantation,” 
Alderete said, noting the likelihood of suc-
cess for nerve regeneration decreases the 
higher the amputation.

“The first responders were extremely 
smart in making sure she didn’t bleed out 
and that they put the limb on ice as fast as 
they could,” he said.

Once he realized the arm was viable, 
a surgical team that included Alderete, 
two vascular surgeons, a hand surgeon, a 
back-up hand surgeon on-call and a plastic 
surgeon, quickly mobilized. The surgeons 
were able to reconnect Ward’s ulnar nerve, 
but her median and radial nerves had to be 
grafted. They took skin from one of her 
legs and a vein from the other to splice to-
gether the two nerves and muscle from her 
back to reshape her arm.

“The data we have found shows only 82 
above elbow replantations have been per-
formed around the world since the first case 
was reported in the 1960s,” Alderete said. 

“I don’t remember too much about the 
wreck,” Ward, a San Antonio native, said. 
“But I do remember waking up and them 
telling me my arm was cut off in the ac-
cident. Then they told me they reattached 
it and I thought, ‘Wow!’”

“Looking at her tissue and making that 
decision, it was an amazing opportunity 
to give Kelsey her arm back and probably 
her life back,” Alderete said. “For the first 
10 hours of surgery, we were all working 
on her at once. This was truly a team ef-
fort.

“Reliable nerve grafting without har-
vesting a nerve from the leg has only 
recently become a reality in the last 10 
years,” he explained. “From Kelsey’s case, 
we are learning a great deal about what is 
possible with nerve grafting.”

These types of trauma cases are vital to 
military readiness, Alderete said. “They 
prepare us for the complex injuries mili-
tary providers will see as they continue 
to deploy to combat zones throughout the 
world.”

Once Ward recovered from her surger-

ies, she began her rehabilitation five days 
a week at the Center for the Intrepid. Al-
derete is also the medical director at the 
CFI so he continues to see Ward regularly 
to track her progress. Christopher Ebner is 
her occupational therapist.

“I vividly remember the first day the di-
rector came up to the OT clinic and briefed 
me on her case,” Ebner said. “I didn’t 
know what to expect, so I dived into the 
literature to see what had been done from 
a rehab standpoint.

“Rehab is being creative and thinking 
outside the box,” Ebner said. He started 
using some of the same equipment they 
use on amputees to see what was happen-
ing below the skin. About three month 
into Ward’s rehab, Ebner was able to de-
tect slight muscle movement in her elbow, 
which was much sooner than he had an-
ticipated. 

“From that day forward, we were con-
stantly thinking two steps ahead about 
what was next,” he said.

As Ward’s nerves continue to recover, 
Ebner is focusing on strengthening and 
keeping her joint motion as supple as 
possible in her right arm, and helping her 
improve her dexterity in her left hand and 
arm. The use of a myoelectric orthotic de-
vice has also helped Ward gain more func-
tion with her right arm and hand. 

“She has done fairly well in adapting to 
things and learning new strategies,” Ebner 
said. 

“[The rehab] is the hardest, most dif-
ficult, most exhausting thing I have ever 
had to do, but I want my kids to know that 
there is nothing in this world that they are 
not capable of doing,” the young mother 
of a 4-year-old daughter and 2-year-old 
son said. 

Ward credits the support of her children, 
her grandmother and her boyfriend for 
helping her get through the long, grueling 

healing process.
“As a direct result of Kelsey’s dedica-

tion coming to rehab for the last nine and 
half months and working prolifically on 
her home exercises, she is in a good spot 
right now to have a good opportunity later 
on for those nerves to recover,” Ebner 
said. “We don’t know what her recovery is 
going to look like a year or two down the 
road. Time will tell.”

Ebner conducts several diagnostic tests 
regularly to monitor her progress and help 
anticipate what her recovery will be.

“We know that nerves typically recover 
their function about a millimeter a day, 
about a centimeter a month, but that varies 
a lot on the terms of the repair,” Ebner said. 
“Grafted nerves typically take longer.

“Kelsey’s progress thus far and the 
gains that she has made have surpassed 
the vast majority of cases that have been 
documented in the literature in terms of 
recovery,” the OT said. “I’m extremely 
optimistic about her case because she has 
surpassed every goal and objective that we 
have set in front of her.”

Ward said she is thankful she is able 
to continue her rehabilitation at the CFI. 
“They are like my family – I share my life 
with them.”

Ebner said from an occupational therapy 
standpoint they are learning a great deal 
from Ward’s recovery process.

“She has taught us so much about medi-
cal recovery post-replant,” he said. “In 
the military and our medical environ-
ment here, we have a lot to learn from her 
case.”

Ward tearfully admits there were times 
when she inwardly didn’t think she could 
make it through, but today she is proud of 
how far she has come. 

“It has made me more confident, it has 
made me happier, it has made me in all 
aspects a better person,” she said.

ARMYFLIER.COM  ❘  February 16, 2017  ★  D3

Christopher Ebner, occupational therapist, 
exercises Kelsey Ward’s arm Jan. 20 at the Center 
for the Intrepid, Brooke Army Medical Center, 
Texas.

Photo by lori newman

Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Start Smart Baseball Registration

Start Smart Baseball registration runs 
now through Feb. 28. The National Al-
liance for Youth Sports and Fort Rucker 
Youth Sports will host the six-session 
instructional program that helps children 
learn the basics of baseball: throwing, 
catching, batting, and running and agil-
ity. The program helps prepare children 
for organized baseball using safe and fun 
equipment to teach them the basic mo-
tor skills, according to organizers. Start 
Smart Baseball is open to children 3-4 
years old and requires parent participa-
tion. The program will meet Mondays 
and Wednesdays for three weeks, starting 
March 6, from 5-5:45 p.m. on the outfield 
of Baseball Field 2. Cost is $20 per par-
ticipant and includes a T-shirt. There will 
be a parents meeting March 1 at 6 p.m. in 

the youth center gym, Bldg. 2800. 
To register visit parent central services, 

call 255-9638 or use Webtrac. For more 
information, call 255-2254 or 255-2257.

SKIES Swim Lessons 
SKIES will offer swim lessons for 

youth now through May at the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Center indoor pool. En-
rollment opens on the 15th of each month. 
There must be three students enrolled to 
conduct and continue a class. Students 
must re-enroll each month. Classes are 
subject to change. Swim schedules are 
available. Private classes are designed 
for those that may need a one-on-one ap-
proach in instruction. 

For more information or to sign up, 
visit www.webtrac.mwr.army.mil or call 
255-1867. 

ATV trail ride
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation will 

host an ATV and dirt bike trail ride Satur-
day from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. The cost is $20 
and pre-registration is required. Drivers 
must pass the safety driving test through 
ODR before participating. Participants 
must provide their own ATV or dirt bike, 
and also provide their own protective 
gear, including helmets, boots, etc., that 
must be worn at all times. The event is 
open to the public, ages 16 and up. 

For more information, call 255-4305.

Youth T-ball, baseball, softball 
registration

Registration for youth T-ball, base-
ball and softball runs now through Fri-
day. Registration can be done at parent 
central services or online using WebT-

rac. The teams will be broken down 
into age groups: T-ball, co-ed ages 5-6 
years; coach/machine pitch, co-ed ages 
7-8 years; Dixie Minor, co-ed ages 9-10 
years; Dixie Ozone, co-ed ages 11-12 
years; Dixie Angels, girls ages 9-10 
years; Dixie Ponytails, girls ages 11-12 
years; and Dixie Belles, girls ages 13-
15 years. T-ball fees are $25, and the 
fees for baseball and softball are $45. A 
current sports physical and valid child 
and youth services membership are re-
quired for registration and participation. 
The age control date is Jan. 1 for soft-
ball and May 1 for baseball. A parents 
meeting will take place Wednesday at 6 
p.m. in the youth center, located on Sev-
enth Avenue in Bldg. 2800. Coaches are 
needed. 

For more information, call 255-0950.

Continued from Page D1
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Clear

By Lori Newman
Brooke Army Medical Center 
Public Affairs

MediCaL MiraCLe
Army surgeons perform groundbreaking arm replant
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