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One of the biggest celebrations in the 
Wiregrass is returning to Fort Rucker for 
Independence Day where people will be 
able to enjoy live music, food and fun for 
the whole family.

Freedom Fest returns June 29 to the 
festival fields from 4-10 p.m., and with it 
will return the Maneuver Center of Excel-
lence’s rock band, Rolling Thunder, which 
will perform a variety of hits from rock 
and pop classics to modern-day hits, ac-
cording to Staff Sgt. Gregory Edwards, 
MCOE operations NCO in charge.

The band, which consists of vocalists, 
guitarists, keyboardist and drummer, will 
perform two 45-minute sets and take con-
cert goers on a journey through time with 
favorites from artists like Michael Jackson, 
Pat Benatar and Stevie Wonder, to songs 
by modern artists like Justin Timberlake, 
Shawn Mendes and Carrie Underwood.

Edwards, who plays the French horn for 
the MCOE brass quartet, said that the band 
has been preparing for weeks and continues 
to put in the time to make sure Fort Rucker 

gets the best performance possible.
“There are several rehearsals a week, 

not just including planning music, but you 
have to get the right order or music,” said 
the NCOIC. “When you plan it, you don’t 
want too much high-energy songs in a row, 
so you’ve got to space it out.”

Before the band takes the stage, the col-
ors will be presented, followed by remarks 
from Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excellence and 
Fort Rucker commanding general, who 
will then introduce the band to kick off the 
concert.

Immediately following the concert, the 
fireworks show will begin set to patriotic 
music for all to enjoy, but before the cul-
minating event, people are encouraged to 
take advantage of everything Freedom Fest 
has to offer, said Lynn Avila, Fort Rucker 
special events coordinator.

“Patrons will recognize many vendors 
and the crowd will have the opportunity to 
enjoy many different selections,” she said. 
“Also, the fun zone will return for chil-
dren this year, and we will also have rides, 

ROLLING 
THUNDER
MCOE rock band to 
perform at Freedom Fest
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Fireworks light up the night sky during a previous Freedom Fest. This 
year’s event takes place June 29 from 4-10 p.m. and fireworks will 
cap the festivities. 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

BACK HOME
An AH-1S Cobra, an aircraft that 
ushered in the age of the mod-
ern attack helicopter, gets a lift 
back home June 12 as workers 
fit it back into its rightful place 
guarding the entrance of the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum. 
The Cobra underwent a resto-
ration project after sitting ex-
posed to the elements for more 
than a decade.
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When it comes to Aviation, 
aircraft are only as good as the 
pilots behind them, and in the 
beginning, one man was instru-
mental in getting military Avia-
tion off the ground.

Maj. Gen. Benjamin D. Fou-
lois was one of the first in the 
military to assume the mantle of 
Aviator as manned flight was still 
in its infancy, and according to 
Bob Barlow, U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum volunteer and former 
Aviator, his efforts helped shape 
what Aviation is today.

Foulois first enlisted in the 
Army to serve in the Spanish-

American War in 1898, but only 
served for five months before be-
ing mustered out, said Barlow. 
He re-enlisted in 1899 at just 18 
years old and quickly ascended 
through the ranks to become a 
second lieutenant by 1901.

He was sent to the Army Sig-
nal School in 1908 where he 
wrote the thesis, “The Tactical 
and Strategically Value of Diri-
gible Balloons and Aerodynami-
cal Flying Machines,” showcas-
ing his foresight that the future of 
warfare would be in Aviation.

A quote from Foulois’ thesis 
read, “In all future warfare, we 
can expect to see engagements 
in the air between hostile aerial 
fleets. The struggle for suprem-

acy in the air will undoubtedly 
take place while the opposing 
armies are maneuvering for posi-
tion.”

“He said the military dirigible 
and the airplane would be re-
sponsible for gaining the upper 
hand in the skies before the battle 
took place – nobody ever really 
talked about that before him,” 
Barlow said.

Foulois was selected as one 
of three Signal Corps officers 
to receive flying instruction to 
become one of the first military 
Aviators, and on July 13, 1912, 
he became the fifth Army officer 
to be rated as a military Aviator.

SEE MUSEUM, PAGE A7

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Pioneer overcame early struggles to help advance Army Aviation
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Maj. Gen. Benjamin D. Foulois, pioneer of military Avi -
ation, is pictured with Orville Wright as they test  out 
the Wright Military Flyer in this photo that hangs in the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

SEE FREEDOM FEST, PAGE A7
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Business matters
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report printing errors, contact The Dothan Eagle, 227 
N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or call (334) 792-
3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for all printing 
matters and commercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for the following 
week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army Flier is prepared, 

edited, provided and approved by the Public Affairs 
Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of excellence and 
Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement
Everything advertised in this publication shall be 

made available for purchase, use or patronage with-
out regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affili-
ation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, 
user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this equal opportunity 
policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from that source until 
the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts
Contribute news items or photographs by contact-

ing the Army Flier, Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort Rucker, AL 
36362, or call (334) 255-2028 or 255-1239; calls to 
other PAO numbers are not normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army Flier 
by e-mail, please contact the editor at jhughes@
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SOLDIER FOR LIFE

Have you ever contemplated 
attending a Job Fair, but thought, 
“Why bother? It’s only a waste of 
my time.”  

Well, you are not alone.  Most 
job seekers rarely spend time at-
tending job fairs for fear that there 
will be little or no return on their 
investment.  However, if you take 
time to properly prepare for job 
fairs, they can be very beneficial 
to your overall job search strategy.

Before attending the job fair, 
you should get a list of all employ-
ers attending.  Most job fair pro-
moters will make this list available 
two to three weeks prior to the 
event, depending upon the number 
of participants. From this list, you 
should research the companies to 
gain a thorough understanding of 
their products and services. Once 
you are familiar with the partici-
pants, choose the employers that 
interest you the most and make a 
checklist to use at the job fair.  By 
researching the companies and 
creating a definitely visit list, you 
reduce your idle time at the job 
fair.

Make sure you have your job 
fair resume in order and plan to 
take many copies. The number 
of copies you should take may 
vary, depending upon the num-
ber of employers attending the 
fair.  You need a copy for each 
employer on your definitely visit 

list and several extra. 
In addition, you may want to 

complete an application and take 
it with you. It is much quicker to 
simply copy the information than 
spend time trying to remember 
phone numbers and addresses. 
Also, take several blue and black 
ink pens. Employers may require 
that you complete applications in 
a particular color.

Finally, make sure you are 
dressed appropriately. Dress as if 
you were going on an interview.  
Wear a suit, groom yourself and 
take a portfolio with your informa-

tion neatly organized. It is appro-
priate to wear your uniform, if the 
job fair is being held on a military 
installation. Do not dress casually 

– this may send the message that 
you are not a serious job seeker.

Not all job fairs are alike. There 
are several types of job fairs, in-

cluding: technical, professional, 
general and industry specific.  

Depending upon the type of ca-
reer you are seeking, you will need 
to target the appropriate type of job 
fair. In addition, many job fairs of-
fer free or very low cost admission 
to job seekers.  

If you are an active job fair par-
ticipant, you should come away 
with very valuable information, 
even if you do not land a job. You 
should leave the job fair with a 
good knowledge of company poli-
cies, hiring practices and products. 
Furthermore, you should have a 
better understanding of job require-
ments and industry standards.    

Job fairs can expose you to 
many potential employers in a 
short amount of time. They can 
provide you with additional access 
to the hidden job market and they 
can help you refine your network-
ing skills – if you are prepared.

Plan to attend the upcoming an-
nual Fort Rucker Area Job Fair at 
the Northview High School Gym-
nasium in Dothan July 12 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

You need to register in advance 
on https://labor.alabama.gov/job-
fair . A partial listing of employers 
can be found on the registration 
site at https://labor.alabama.gov/
jobfair. You should bring the bar 
code that is generated during reg-
istration, either printed out or on 
your cell phone. Don’t miss out on 
this great opportunity to have 150-
plus employers under one roof at 
the same time.
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By Bryan Tharpe
Fort Rucker Soldier for Life - 
Transition Assistance Program

NEWS BRIEFS
Change of responsibility

The Fort Rucker Garrison will host a 
change of responsibility ceremony June 
15 at 2 p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum. Command Sgt. Maj. Jasper 
C. Johnson will assume responsibility 
from Command Sgt. Maj. Christopher 
D. Spivey. 

Clinic closures
Lyster Army Health Clinic will close at 

11 a.m. June 22. The clinic will remain 
open all day on the third Wednesday of 
the month, June 20. The Fort Rucker 
Army Wellness Center will also close at 
11 a.m. June 22. 

Lyster Army Health Clinic will also 
be closed July 4 in observance of the In-
dependence Day holiday. The clinic will 
provide limited appointment availability 
on the day of no scheduled activity July 
5 from 8 a.m. to noon. The clinic will be 
closed the afternoon of July 5. 

Army Wellness Center
The Army Wellness Center offers free 

health and wellness classes to all Sol-
diers, family members, retirees and De-
partment of Defense civilians. All classes 
are held at the Army Wellness Center in 
Bldg. 4102.

Upping your Metabolism – June 18 • 
at 11:45 a.m. and June 28 at 1 p.m.

Exercise Prescription and Goal Set-• 
ting – June 26 at 11:45 a.m.

Healthy cooking class
Lyster Army Health Clinic will host 

its next healthy cooking class June 20 at 
noon. This month’s recipes include easy 
gluten-free meals. 

Commissary closure
The Fort Rucker Commissary will 

close at 2 p.m. June 29. For more infor-
mation, call 255-6671.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open 

Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted 
items. People can drop off donations at any 
time in the shed behind the shop (former 
Armed Forces Bank building) located in 
front of the theater next door to the bowling 
alley. Donations are tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets
Alcoholics Anonymous meets Wednes-

days from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in 
Rm. 147 of Bldg. 4502. For more on the 
group, call 334-237-1973.

Lost and found
People who have lost or misplaced 

property while on Fort Rucker can call 
the Directorate of Public Safety’s lost 
and found point of contact at 255-3239 to 
inquire if their property has been turned 
in. To claim their property, people must 
be able to demonstrate ownership of the 
property. DPS retains property found or 
turned in at special events held on the 
installation, such as Freedom Fest – the 
most common items turned-in are keys, 
cell phones and wallets.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree 

Council meets the first Thursday of each 
month in The Landing at 11:30 a.m. The 
meeting is an open forum and all retir-
ees are invited to attend. Retirees are also 
encouraged to apply for one of the open 
positions on the council.

For more information, call 255-9124.

Siren test
The Installation Operations Center 

conducts a test of the emergency mass 
notification system the first Wednesday 
of each month at 11 a.m. At that time 
people will hear the siren over the giant 
voice. No actions are required.

Tobacco cessation program
Lyster Army Health Clinic’s tobac-

co cessation program consists of four 

weekly sessions each month. Each 
class is one hour. Classes are Wednes-
days from 11 a.m. to noon. For more 
information, call 334-255-7930. 

Yoga classes 
Lyster Army Health Clinic offers free 

Yoga classes Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. in the Lyster Activity Center, Rm. 
J-100, in the clinic. Participants are en-
couraged to bring their own mat.

PTSD group
A post traumatic stress disorder ed-

ucation group meets Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 p.m. in the Fort Rucker Spiri-
tual Life Center in Bldg. 8939 on Red 
Cloud Road. The group follows the Vet-
erans Affairs protocol PTSD Recovery 
Program and is for anyone interested in 
learning more about PTSD.

For more information, call 255-
3903.

Lyster update
To keep track of goings on at Lyster 

Army Health Clinic, people can check 
out the clinic’s Facebook Page for the 
Healthy Tip of the Day and important 
clinic information, such as class dates 
and times. People can also visit the 
clinic’s Twitter feed at @LysterAHC.

How to help make job fairs pay off

FORT RUCKER AREA JOB FAIR
July 12, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Northview High School
Gymnasium, Dothan

Register at https://labor.alabama.gov/jobfair



WASHINGTON — In 1973, 
as the draft ended and America 
withdrew from Vietnam, the Army 
made it a priority to catch and keep 
the technological edge in weapons 
and equipment – setting up the for-
mation of Training and Doctrine 
Command and Forces Command.

As America’s defense policy 
reoriented, the Army underwent 
a thorough modernization of its 
combat arms and aviation units 
through training reform, weapons, 
equipment, and force moderniza-
tion, and revising doctrine at the 
beginning phases of a new strate-
gic order.

It was, and still is, imperative 
that the Army keep its technologi-
cal edge in weapons and equip-
ment against our near-peer com-
petitors. “Our competitors are 
seeking to alter global strategic 
realities for their own benefit, of-
ten at the expense of the U.S. in-
terests and those of our allies and 
partners,” Secretary of the Army 
Dr. Mark Esper said in his opening 
statement to the House Appropria-
tions Committee on the posture of 
the U.S. Army, March 20.

The Army’s current competitive 
advantage is in its Soldiers’ abil-
ity to rapidly deploy anywhere, 
anytime, and producing a combat-
credible deterrent against potential 
adversaries.

While a great advantage to have, 
Esper stated in the posture hearing 
that “some of the key challenges, 
and the Army’s in particular, is de-

fining our requirements and then 
implementing them.”

Over the past 30-plus years, 
the M1 Abrams tank, M2 and 
M3 Bradley fighting vehicles, the 
UH-60 Black Hawk and AH-64 
Apache helicopters and the MIM-
104 Patriot air defense missile 
were developed and fielded. But 
in the past quarter century, the 
Army ceased to innovate, and with 
a large decrease in readiness, this 
technology has become outdated 
and overmatched.

The defining idea of the Army 
Vision, as laid out by Esper in a 
speech at the Brookings Institute 
June 5, is that the Army of 2028 
will be ready to deploy, fight and 
win decisively against any adver-
sary, anytime and anywhere, in a 
joint, multi-domain, high-intensity 
conflict, while simultaneously de-
terring others and maintaining its 
ability to conduct irregular war-
fare. “Modernizing today’s equip-
ment will align us to the future 
battlefield,” esper said.

To do this, the Army cannot 
look back 30 years, but instead 
must look forward in its ability 
to man, organize, train, equip and 
lead future Soldiers. Trusting and 
empowering subordinate lead-
ers will facilitate both reform and 
greater performance. “We need to 
tap the talent of all the American 
people,” said Esper. “We need to 
reach out to traditional industry 
and non-traditional” to forge the 
road ahead.

“We have to change the char-
acter of warfare in our favor,” the 
secretary added, outlining his six 

priorities for Army modernization: 
Long-Range Precision Fires, Next 
Generation Combat Vehicles, Fu-
ture Vertical Lift, Network, Air 
and Missile Defense, and Soldier 
Lethality. 

The current global security chal-
lenges are growing and the Army 
can prepare itself by increasing 
capacity, training, improving and 
correcting critical gaps resulting in 
a far more lethal Army, ready now 
and prepared for the future. As Es-
per said, “We must prepare for the 
toughest fight. We must now build 
the Army of 2028.”
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By Daniel Torok
For Army News Service

SecArmy on 10-year plan to help the Army win today’s, tomorrow’s battles
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Secretary of the Army Dr. Mark T. Esper speaks with  a Soldier while visiting an Army 
installation. Esper recently laid out the Army Vision through 2028 that will ensure 
America’s Soldiers are able to fight and decisively win in any future battle. 

WASHINGTON — Threats to collec-
tive security have not waned, whether 
from terrorism or Russia’s aggression and 
hybrid threats, Defense Secretary James 
N. Mattis said at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels June 8. 

In the global fight against the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria, the U.S.-led coali-
tion “will continue to carry out operations 
necessary to crush the physical caliphate 
and prevent a resurgence of ISIS,” the sec-
retary said at a news conference following 
a NATO defense ministers meeting.

“We will be unrelenting in our effort, 
working with like-minded nations. We 
will target ISIS around the world, for this 
remains a global fight,” he said.

And to support those efforts, NATO is 
transitioning its existing activity in Iraq 
into a sustainable training mission, the 
secretary said.

“In concert with the new Iraqi govern-
ment, we will capitalize on Iraq’s success 
and reinforce their long-term counterter-
rorism efforts,” Mattis said. “We cannot 
allow ISIS or any other terrorist group to 
terrorize the people of this region, again 
driving thousands of refugees from their 
homes and into Europe and elsewhere.”

RESOLUTE SUPPORT
On NATO’s Resolute Support mission 

in Afghanistan, NATO’s steadfast commit-
ment and the implementation of the U.S. 
South Asia strategy have renewed stabili-
zation efforts, now including additional, 
significant development funding from In-

dia, the secretary said.
“Afghan security forces continue to im-

prove,” he said, adding that all six Afghan 
corps are deployed throughout the country, 
demonstrating Afghan resolve while their 
government pursues a stable, inclusive or-
der for its people with NATO support.

“The level of confidence today is suffi-
cient for [Afghan President Ashraf Ghani] 
to announce a temporary cease-fire for the 
end of Ramadan, offering the Taliban an 
opportunity to bring to an end this fighting 
and providing the world a clear demonstra-
tion of his government’s and our alliance’s 
commitment to peace and an Afghan-led, 

and an Afghan-owned peace process.”

BURDEN SHARING IMPROVES 
The secretary said NATO nations have 

stepped up their defense spending and 
reversed a three-year downward spiral, 
with 100 percent participation in 2017. 
“We also saw an across-NATO increase in 
military spending in a quarter century” last 
year, he added.

“Now, in 2018, eight nations are already 
meeting the 2 percent [of gross domestic prod-
uct in defense spending] pledge benchmark, 
and I salute the 15 allies who are on track to 
reach 2 percent by 2024,” Mattis said.

Many allies are making investments be-
yond the monetary aspect of contributions, 
he noted. “I appreciate the troops and the 
leadership these nations provide to sup-
port NATO’s Kosovo [and] Afghanistan 
forward presence and other missions,” 
Mattis said.

“With [NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg’s] capable leadership, we also 
continue to improve the speed of politi-
cal decision making,” the secretary said. 
“Coupled with building NATO’s military 
readiness, speed of alliance consultation 
and decision making [provide] a credible 
deterrent to any who would threaten our 
democracies.”

EUROPEAN UNION PARTNERS
Mattis said the alliance’s defense min-

isters also engaged European Union part-
ners on security cooperation and military 
mobility. “[With] our defense cooperation 
with the EU, NATO recognizes effective 
deterrence and defense depends on a trans-
parent dialogue between us,” he said.

“We also recognized that uncoordinated 
investments that waste resources or du-
plicate alliance efforts undercut our col-
lective deterrence and defense posture, so 
we found further areas for cooperation and 
alignment,” he said.

“[For] nearly 70 years, the NATO alli-
ance has served to uphold the values and 
the principles on which our democracies 
were founded,” Mattis said. “The Ameri-
can people remain committed to this al-
liance, and we look forward to working 
together to sustain our core function – the 
collective defense of our people – while 
fostering peace and security.”

By Terri Moon Cronk
Defense Media Activity

SecDef stresses unity in meeting collective security threats
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Secretary of Defense James N. Mattis holds a press conference at the 
NATO headquarters in Brussels, Belgium, June 8. 

ARMY VISION

WASHINGTON – Afghanistan is making progress toward 
peace even as fighting continues, the commander of NATO’s 
Resolute Support mission, said June 12.

Afghan security forces are providing the power, NATO is 
providing support and training, and the Afghan people are 
providing the will in the fight against the Taliban and other 
extremist groups, Gen. John W. Nicholson said during a news 
conference at NATO headquarters in Brussels.

Nicholson also praised Afghan President Ashraf Ghani’s 
announcement of a June 15 cease-fire in the country for eid 
al-Fitr, the celebration that marks the end of the Muslim ob-
servance of Ramadan – a month of fasting. 

The move is a “bold step towards peace and stability,” the 
general said.

The cease-fire pertains only to operations against the Tali-
ban. Operations will continue apace against the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria, al-Qaida and other violent extremist groups.

SOUTH ASIA STRATEGY
Nicholson said the U.S. South Asia strategy has been a 

game-changer for Afghanistan and the region. 
“The objective of this strategy is reconciliation, and the 

strategy is working,” he added.
The level of violence between February and April in 

Afghanistan dropped 30 percent below the five-year aver-
age. “And in the month since the Taliban announced their 
offensive on April 25, violence has increased, but it is still 
below the five-year average,” Nicholson said.

Though violent acts still take place, the general said, 
the country is in a period of “fighting and talking,” as was 
the case in Northern Ireland and Colombia in the past. But 
the violent acts have not been effective, he noted. “The 
Taliban are no longer attempting to gain ground. They 
are trying to inflict casualties and gain media coverage,” 
Nicholson said.

For the first time, Nicholson said, all six Afghan corps 
conducted offensive operations over the winter, success-
fully repelling 80 percent of Taliban attacks on district 
centers and retaking the remaining 20 percent within 
hours or days.

Finally, the general noted that a loya Jurga composed of 
3,000 senior religious leaders issued a ruling rejecting the 
religious justification for suicide and terror attacks.

By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity

Mission commander:  Afghanistan making progress toward peace
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Soldiers from Task Force Stalwart, compro-
mised of Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 41st 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, 4th Infantry Division, pose for a group 
photo, March 28, in a post in the outskirts of 
Afghanistan. 

Esper lays out the Army Vision at a Brookings Insti tute 
event June 5. 



NORMANDY, France – Mem-
bers of the 1st Infantry Division’s 
Commanding General’s Mounted 
Color Guard and select Soldiers 
from 2nd Armored Brigade Com-
bat Team, 1st Inf. Div., participated 
in the 74th D-Day Commemora-
tion May 30 to June 6 in France, 
walking in the steps of their combat 
predecessors. 

These Soldiers toured the battle-
fields made infamous by Operation 
Overlord in 1944 such as Carentan, 
Omaha Beach and Sainte-Mère-
Église.

Most notably for the 1st Inf. Div. 
was the ceremony recognizing 
“Big Red One” Silver Star recipi-
ent Charles Shay at his monument, 
as well as the 1st Inf. Div. Memo-
rial on Omaha Beach. 

“The 1st Inf. Div. waded ashore 
at Omaha Beach on June 6, 1944,” 
said Capt. Joshua Sanchez, 1st 
Inf. Div. actions officer for the trip 
and keynote speaker at the latter 
ceremony. “Its path was blocked 
by obstacles in the water, mined 
beaches and concrete pillboxes 
beyond. As Soldiers and materials 
bogged down on the beaches, Col. 
George Taylor, commanding the 
16th Infantry Regiment, rallied the 
division by declaring ‘there’s two 
kinds of people are staying on the 
beach -- the dead and those who 
are going to die. Now, let’s get out 
of here.’ By late morning, the 1st 
Inf. Div. had climbed the heights 
beyond the beach and as night fell, 
the Germans pulled back. Approxi-
mately 3,000 division Soldiers 
were killed, wounded or missing, 
but the Big Red One had a foothold 
in France.”

The Big Red One Soldiers were 
joined by representatives of several 
sister divisions including airborne 
units that conducted a multinational 
parachute jump. Division Soldiers 
were on hand to assist with medical 
coverage and were stationed along 

a river which ran through the drop 
zone to retrieve paratroopers who 
landed in the water. 

“Being able to look up at the sky 
and watching all those paratroopers 
drop, and then pulling them from 
the river when needed kind of made 
me think, ‘well what about the guys 
from the D-Day invasion?’” said 
Sgt. Joseph Hines, a Mesa, Arizona, 
native and an infantryman assigned 
to the CGMCG. “They didn’t have 
people there waiting to pull them 
from the river. Which brought me 
a whole new perspective on the 
Soldiers from the Greatest Genera-
tion.”

Following the jump day, Big Red 
One Soldiers took part in myriad 
ceremonies across the landscape of 
Normandy. 

The ceremony was flanked by 
French color guards, citizens, CG-
MCG and a formation of 1st Inf. 
Div. Soldiers. 

History enthusiasts clad in WWI-
era uniforms with the Big Red One 
shield proudly sewn on their shoul-
ders carried a guidon for Company 
e, 16th Infantry Regiment, 1st Inf. 
Div.

Most notably, Shay was in at-
tendance as the guest of honor and 
presented flowers at the foot of 
the memorial in an emotional mo-
ment. 

“Today we remember the brave 
American and French Soldiers who 
fought here,” Sanchez, a native of 
San Diego, California, said. “As 
well, we greet our German allies 
as the friends they have become. 
We especially honor the Soldiers 
who died on Omaha Beach for the 
future we now live. We will never 
forget them. We will never forget 
Omaha. We will never forget our 
European friends who also cherish 
freedom.” 

Local families volunteered to 
host the U.S. and German Soldiers 
for dinner on the first night, allow-
ing the three groups the chance to 
break bread as allies.

“My favorite aspect of the trip 

would have to be the reception of 
the French people, and how even 
more than in America they re-
member the sacrifices that America 
made for their freedom,” said Sgt. 
Zachary Willis, a Bradley mechan-
ic assigned to the CGMCG. “They 
honor us for that sacrifice and they 
hold it very personally. I believe 
that is something we could take 
back to the states, back to America 
and to our units and share that ex-
perience so that maybe we could 
build a better understanding of how 
that is over here.”

For Willis, who studied the his-
tory of D-Day before coming on the 
trip, seeing the battlefields in person 
was more intense than expected. 

Jason KeenRetired Sgt. 1stClass
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Sgt. Joseph Hines, a Mesa, Arizona, native and an in -
fantryman assigned to the 1st Infantry Division’s Com -
manding General’s Mounted Color Guard, helps divers 
pull a paratrooper from a river during a multinational 
parachute jump in Normandy, France, June 3. 

By Sgt. Michael C. Roach
19th Public Affairs Detachment

Event brings reflection, appreciation for ‘Big Red One’ Soldiers

PHOTOS BY SGT. MICHAEL C. ROACH

Charles Shay, a ‘Big Red One’ World War II Silver Star recipient, and other 1st Infantry 
Division veterans salute the 1st Inf. Div. Monument on Omaha Beach, Normandy, 
France, June 6.

D-DAY COMMEMORATION 

NORMANDY, France – The Command-
ing General’s Mounted Color Guard and 
select Soldiers from the 2nd Armored Bri-
gade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, 
were on hand June 5 during a ceremony 
to honor “Big Red One” veteran Charles 
Shay, one of the few living American In-
dian World War II combat veterans. 

The midday ceremony, held on the his-
toric Omaha Beach at the site of the Charles 
Shay Memorial in Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, 
was conducted as a joint effort between the 
Penobscot Nation, local French authorities 
and the U.S. military. A brief downpour 
and chilling wind set the tone of hardship 
and sacrifice that the group was there to 
commemorate. 

“I would like to start with a quote from 
the man we’re here to honor; please listen 
to these words and understand the humil-
ity, the honor and the tradition that come 
out,” said Brig. Gen. Robert S. Cooley, 
353D Civil Affairs Command command-
ing general, who spoke to the crowd. “’On 
the evening of 5 June, 1944, I was aboard 
the (U.S.S.) Henrico, heading across the 
channel when I got a surprise visit -- a 

Penobscot Indian warrior named Melvin 
Neptune. He didn’t trouble me with his 
combat experience nor did he offer me 
advice, instead we talked about home be-
cause he knew I had never been in combat; 
all hell was about to break loose on me.’”

Shay, a Native American of the Penob-
scot Tribe from Maine, earned the Silver 
Star for heroism as a combat medic on 
June 6, 1944, while serving in Company F, 
16th Infantry Regiment, 1st Inf. Div.

Shay joined the Army in April of 1943 
to be a medical technician, Cooley said. 

“Charles Norman Shay was one of the 
many men who stepped off the landing 
crafts and into the frigid waters of Omaha 
Beach,” Cooley said. “Shay was a young 
man then, only 19 years old when he land-
ed here… Unfortunately Shay’s unit suf-
fered tremendously. They lost all of their 
officers and a significant amount of their 
Soldiers. He was one of the few combat 
medics to not have perished or sustained 
injuries during the first wave of attacks.”

Cooley spoke about the importance of 
Shay’s decision to return to the military 
during the Korean War.

“What is also important is that Charles 
continued to serve his country even after 
World War II had ended,” Cooley said. “If 

you notice on his hat it says WWII and 
Korea veteran. His continued service dem-
onstrates what we call today ‘Soldier for 
Life,’ those who answer our nations call 
for a lifetime of service.”

Shay was one of 175 American Indians 
known to have participated in the initial 
battle on D-Day.

“Charles is one of the most humble peo-
ple I know,” said James Francis, Penob-
scot Tribe historian and director of cultural 
historic preservation. “For example, this 
park isn’t about him, but about others, Na-
tive American veterans.”

After describing Shay’s accomplish-
ments, Cooley spoke about Native Ameri-
cans, who served in the war in the largest 
per capita participation in WWII of any 
demographic.

“We are also here today to pay respects 
to all of the Native Americans who par-
ticipated in WWII,” Cooley said. “In all, 
45,000 Native Americans fought. They 
had the highest volunteer rate of all com-
munities in America. In some cases 70 
percent of the tribe volunteered to fight.”

In attendance with Shay were Native 

American veterans from multiple conflicts 
including vietnam, many holding flags 
to represent Native American tribes from 
across the United States.

“His tradition of honoring others through 
his honoring is why I’m here today,” Fran-
cis said. “I represent the Penobscot Nation, 
my tribe, Charles’ tribe.

The memorial itself includes a stone 
turtle which is symbolic of Native Ameri-
can creation lore. On June 21, the installa-
tion of a matching turtle on Indian Island, 
Maine, will join the two communities sep-
arated by 3,100 miles, Francis said. 

Finally, Cooley emphasized the impor-
tance of commemorating veterans like 
Shay for protecting the nation’s way of 
life. 

“Our nation owes a great debt of service 
to Mr. Charles Shay, our Native Ameri-
cans and all of the vets who have served,” 
he said. “Without them we wouldn’t have 
served. Without them we wouldn’t have 
the stories of courage, innovation, col-
laboration, dedication and sense of pride 
to country and liberty.”

By Sgt. Michael C. Roach
19th Public Affairs Detachment

‘Big Red One’ Soldiers take part in Charles Shay Ceremony

PHOTO BY SGT. MICHAEL C. ROACH

Charles Norman Shay, a Penobscot tribal elder and W orld War II veteran, 
sits in the audience prior to a ceremony in his honor at the Charles 
Shay Memorial, Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, June 5. Shay 
earned a Silver Star for heroic actions as a combat medic during the 
initial wave of the D-Day landings on June 6, 1944. 
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KANDAHAR, Afghanistan 
— The Army commonly refers 
to the U.S. Army Non-com-
missioned Officer Corps as the 
Backbone of the Army because 
the Army expects them to lead 
and train younger Soldiers and 
support and assist their commis-
sioned officers during daily du-
ties and missions.

It is those traits and character-
istics that Command Sgt. Maj. 
Joe Derma, senior enlisted ad-
viser for the Military Advisory 
Team for Train, Advise and As-
sist Command-South, wanted 
to share with the Afghan senior 
enlisted leaders when he began 
senior leader huddles back in 
November of last year. 

The command, which is com-
posed of Soldiers from the 40th 
Infantry Division, California 
National Guard and 2nd Infan-
try Brigade Combat Team, 4th 
Infantry Division, focuses on 
training and assisting Afghan 
security forces and supporting 
counterterrorism operations. 

“When (the 40th Infantry Di-
vision) first got here in October 
and started working with the Af-
ghan National army I noticed that 
their NCOs weren’t as engaged 
as our NCOs are in daily tasks,” 
said Derma, a native of Brawley, 
California. “It was then that I 
knew I wanted to start a program 
to get (the ANA’s) NCOs a simi-
lar authority of what our Army’s 
NCOs have.” 

With a goal in mind, Derma 
built a team of experienced 
NCOs from TAAC-South in or-

der to begin meeting with and 
advising senior Afghan NCOs 
within the 205th CORP Afghan 
National Army. 

“I have used NCOs from the 
40th Infantry Division, the 2nd 
Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 
and even from the Security 
Force Assistance Brigade,” said 
Derma. “It really depends what 
specialty we are covering during 
our huddles. I want to make sure 
we have experienced NCOs who 
can share their knowledge.”

So far, Derma and his team 
have advised on the duties and 
responsibilities of a first ser-
geant, command relationships 
with commissioned officers, op-
erations, logistics and more. 

Most importantly, according 
to Derma, he and his team want-
ed the Afghan enlisted leaders 
to understand the importance of 
the NCOs role in the future of 
the ANA. 

“From my perspective the 
ANA has great fighters, great 
NCOs and great officers but 
there is a gap in the understand-
ing of the role of an NCO,” ex-
plained Derma. “If you want a 
military for the future you have 
to have a strong dedicated NCO 
Corps because our primary re-
sponsibility as NCOs is train to 
Soldiers.” 

Since the first huddle, Derma 
said the attendance has grown to 
at times over 60 senior enlisted 
leaders in one huddle and they 
continue an eagerness to learn. 

“I (and the other leaders) have 
learned a lot from the experienc-
es of command sergeant major 
Derma and his team,” said Af-
ghan National army Command 

Sgt. Maj. Akbari Ghaus, infor-
mation management senior en-
listed leader for the ANA. “I like 
to take notes during the meet-
ings so I can look back at them 
and use the advice they gave us 
to train our Soldiers better.” 

Derma said although the road 
for growth is long, he is proud of 
how much the ANA NCO Corps 
has grown since November. 

“Before, during meetings 
and briefs you would see little 
to no enlisted leaders,” Derma 
explained. “Now you see (com-
mand sergeant majors) sitting in 
the front answering questions 
and giving briefs. It’s amazing 

to be able to witness all this in a 
short amount of time.” 

Although the main audience 
for the huddles are senior en-
listed leaders, Ghaus said it is 
important for them as leaders to 
mentor their younger NCOs. 

“Everything we learn during 
our meetings we aren’t just keep-
ing it to ourselves,” said Ghaus. 
“We are taking all this training 
and advice and sharing it to both 
higher and lower levels. It’s ex-
citing for me to see our Soldiers 
grow and we are grateful to com-
mand sergeant major Derma and 
his team.” 

By Ghaus and the rest of the 

senior enlisted Afghan leaders 
sharing their new knowledge 
with their younger NCOs, Der-
ma said this is a start to a new 
culture. 

“As senior NCOs it’s our re-
sponsibility to mentor at least 
two ranks down and show those 
younger leaders what right looks 
like and most of the time that 
mentoring is done through ac-
tions,” said Derma. “They are 
eager to learn and exited to par-
ticipate in the training, so I can’t 
wait to see how much more they 
will be able to progress when 
they use their NCOs to their full 
capabilities.”

By Staff Sgt. Neysa Canfield
For Army News Service

National Guard NCOs share experiences, knowledge with Afghan counterparts

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. NEYSA CANFIELD

Master Sgt. Lou Spinazze, senior enlisted leader for the Police Advising Team for Train, 
Advise and Assist Command-South, talks with Afghan senior enlisted leaders May 25 
during a meeting at the Regional Military Training Center-Kandahar. 

BACKBONE OF THE ARMY

BEMOWO PISKIE, Poland — The 
U.S. Army has established operations 
centers all over the world, giving the 
Army the ability to deploy any number 
of Soldiers, vehicles and equipment at a 
moment’s notice. 

However, when those different assets 
are sent on a mission far from home in 
a foreign land, many obstacles can get in 
the way of successfully completing the 
mission.

One such obstacle is the language bar-
rier. Breakdowns in communication can 
cause devastating effects to mission suc-
cess, and because of this, Soldiers must 
find a way to overcome this hindrance to 
achieve success. Fortunately for the U.S. 
Army’s Soldiers, local translators like 
Kasia Kardasiewicz from Warsaw, are 
ready and willing to help them overcome 
this language barrier. These translators 
are, and will continue to be, increasingly 
important in U.S. military operations. 

Kardasiewicz, a translator working 
with Battle Group Poland during Saber 
Strike 18, helps bridge the language gap 
between the five different nations in-
volved in the exercise as they work side 
by side during the eighth iteration of the 
long-standing U.S. Army europe-led co-
operative training exercise designed to 
enhance interoperability among allies 
and regional partners.

“I’ve been working with the public af-
fairs units for the U.S. Army and Polish 
army to provide pictures and videos to 

civilians and report about what is going 
on here at Saber Strike 18,” said Kar-
dasiewicz. “With my previous experience 
working in media before, I enjoy talking 
to people and being involved when some-
thing interesting is taking place.”

Kardasiewicz has studied the English 
language since the age of 14 beginning 
in primary school and with her parents 
sending her to private lessons. This pur-
suit gained momentum as she grew and 
eventually graduated college at Warsaw 
University with a Bachelor’s of Arts de-
gree in English Teaching, and becoming a 
certified english teacher in Poland.

It is this passion for her work that has 
helped the U.S. Army and Polish army 
specialists she works with conduct their 
duties as smoothly as possible and also 
provided her with an opportunity to make 
lifelong memories.

“I think it’s a huge adventure and a way 
to use my linguistic skills,” said Kardasie-
wicz. “It’s awesome to witness the live-
fire military exercises and travel in Stryk-
ers – not too many civilians get a chance 
to experience something like that.” 

The public affairs specialists she works 
with on a daily basis at Saber Strike 18 
also have nothing but great things to say 
when asked about the difference Kar-
dasiewicz has made. 

“She’s been a great help to us and has 
greatly increased the interoperability of 
our unit and our ability to accomplish 
the mission here at Saber Strike 18,” 
said 1st Lt. erica Mitchell of the Michi-
gan Army National Guard, 126th Public 
Affairs Headquarters, conducting its an-

nual training with Battle Group Poland, 
“Without her language skills, we would 
have a very difficult time communicating 
with our counterparts from Poland and 
getting out in the field to provide media 
coverage of the exercise.” 

With the linguistic help, translators like 
Kardasiewicz provide, Saber Strike 18 
and future training exercises will contin-
ue to successfully showcase the interop-
erability and great partnerships the U.S. 
Army has with its allies.

By Spc. Robert Douglas
For Army News Service

Translator helps Soldiers overcome language barrier 

PHOTO BY SPC. ROBERT DOUGLAS

Michigan Army National Guard 1st Lt. Erica Mitchell and Polish 
army Pvt. 1st Class Adrian Staszewski discuss the day’s mission 
with the help of Polish translator Kasia Kardasiewicz during their 
participation in Saber Strike 18 at the Bemowo Piskie Training Area, 
Poland, June 10. 
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WASHINGTON — Infantry Soldiers of-
ten carry an array of supplies and gear that 
together can weigh anywhere from 60 to 
120 pounds, said Capt. erika Hanson, the 
assistant product manager for the Squad 
Multipurpose Equipment Transport.

But the SMET vehicle, which the Army 
expects to field in just under three years, “is 
designed to take the load off the Soldier,” 
Hanson said. “Our directed requirement is 
to carry 1,000 pounds of the Soldier load.”

That 1,000 pounds is not just for one 
Soldier, of course, but for an entire Infantry 
squad – typically about nine Soldiers.

Late last month, during a Close Combat 
Lethality Tech Day in the courtyard of the 
Pentagon, Hanson had with her on display 
the contenders for the Army’s SMET pro-
gram: four small vehicles, each designed 
to follow along behind a squad of Infantry 
Soldiers and carry most or all their gear 
for them, so they can move to where they 
need to be without being exhausted upon 
arrival.

“I’m not an Infantry Soldier,” Hanson 
said. “But I’ve carried a rucksack – and I 
can tell you I can move a lot faster without 
out a rucksack on my back. Not having to 
carry this load will make the Soldier more 
mobile and more lethal in a deployed envi-
ronment.”

The four contender vehicles on display 
at the Pentagon were the MRZR-X system 
from Polaris Industries Inc., Applied Re-
search Associates Inc. and Neya Systems 
LLC; the Multi-Utility Tactical Transport 
from General Dynamics Land Systems; 
the Hunter Wolf from HDT Global; and 
the RS2-H1 system from Howe and Howe 
Technologies. Each was loaded down with 
gear representative of what they would be 
expected to carry when one of them is actu-
ally fielded to the Army.

“Nine ruck sacks, six boxes of MREs 
and four water cans,” Hanson said. “This is 
about the equivalent of what a long-range 
mission for a light Infantry unit would need 
to carry.”

Hanson said that for actual testing and 
evaluation purposes, the simulated combat 
load also includes fuel cans and ammo cans 
as well, though these items weren’t includ-
ed in the display at the Pentagon.

These small vehicles, Hanson said, are 
expected to follow along with a squad of 
Soldiers as they walk to wherever it is they 
have been directed to go. The requirement 
for the vehicles is that they be able to travel 
up to 60 miles over the course of 72 hours, 
she said.

Three of the vehicles are “pivot steered,” 
Hanson said, to make it easier for them to 
maneuver in off-road environments, so that 
they can follow Soldiers even when there 
isn’t a trail.

One of the contenders for SMET has a 
steering wheel, with both a driver’s seat 
and a passenger seat. So if a Soldier want-
ed to drive that vehicle, he could, Hanson 
said. Still, the Army requirement is that the 
SMET be able to operate unmanned, and all 
four vehicles provide that unmanned capa-
bility.

All four contenders include a small, sim-
plistic kind of remote control that a Soldier 
can hand-carry to control the vehicle. One 
of those remotes was just a light-weight 
hand grip with a tiny thumb-controlled joy-
stick on top. A Soldier on patrol could carry 
the light-weight controller at his side.

More advanced control options are also 
available for the SMET as well, Hanson 
said.

“All can be operated with an operator 
control unit,” she said. “It’s a tele-operation 
where you have a screen and you can oper-
ate the system non-line-of-site via the cam-
eras on the system.”

When Soldiers on patrol want the SMET 
to follow along with them, they can use the 
very simple controller that puts a low cog-
nitive load on the Soldier. When they want 
the SMET to operate in locations where 
they won’t be able to see it, they can use the 
more advanced controller with the video 
screen.

Hanson said the Army envisions Soldiers 
might one day use the SMET to do things 
besides carry a Soldier’s bags.

“It’s for use in operations where some 
of the payloads are like re-trans and recon 
payloads in the future,” she said. “In that 
situation, it would be better for a Soldier 
at a distance to be able to tele-operate the 
SMET into position.”

The “re-trans” mission, she said, would 
involve putting radio gear onto the SMET 
and then using a remote control to put the 
vehicle out at the farthest edge of where ra-
dio communications are able to reach. By 
doing so, she said, the SMET could then 
be part of extending that communications 
range farther onto the battlefield.

One of the vehicles even has an option 
for a Soldier to clip one end of a rope to his 
belt and the other end to the vehicle – and 
then the vehicle will just follow him wher-
ever he walks. That’s the tethered “follow-
me” option, Hanson said.

In addition to carrying gear for Soldiers, 
the SMET is also expected to provide elec-
tric power to Soldiers on patrol. She said 
while the vehicle is moving, for instance, it 
is required to provide 1 kilowatt of power, 
and when it’s standing still, it must provide 
3 kW.

That power, she said, could be piped into 
the Army’s “Universal Battery Charger,” 
which can charge a variety of batteries cur-
rently used in Soldier products. Vendors of 

the SMET have each been provided with a 
UBC so they can figure out how best to in-
corporate the device into their SMET sub-
missions.

Hanson said the Army hopes that the 
SMET could include, in some cases, up to 
five UBCs on board to ensure that no Sol-
dier in an Infantry squad is ever without 
mobile power.

NEXT STEP
In November 2017, the Army held a “fly-

off” at Fort Benning, Georgia, where 10 
contenders for the SMET competed with 
each other. Only the developers of the ve-
hicles were involved in the fly-off.

“From those, we down-selected to these 
four, based on their performance,” Hanson 
said.

To make its choice for the down-select, 
she said the Army looked at things like mo-

bility and durability of the systems.
Now, the Army will do a technology 

demonstration to down-select to just one 
vehicle, from the remaining four. To do that, 
Hanson said, the Army will first provide 
copies of the competing SMET vehicles to 
two Army Infantry units, one at Fort Drum, 
New York, and one at Fort Campbell, Ken-
tucky. Additionally, Marines at Camp Leje-
une, North Carolina, will also get a set of 
the vehicles.

“Over the course of the tech demo, we’ll 
be getting feedback from the Soldiers and 
the Marines on what systems best fill the 
need for the infantryman,” she said.

The technology demonstration, she said, 
will last just one year. And when it’s com-
plete, feedback from Soldiers and Marines 
will be used to down-select to just one sys-
tem that will then become an Army pro-
gram of record.

New SMET will take the 
load off Infantry Soldiers
By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

PHOTO BY SGT. JUAN F. JIMENEZ

Paratroopers escort dozens of Stryker vehicles duri ng operation Swift Response in Torun, Poland, June 
8. The Army is planning to field a new SMET in the next three years that will carry 1,000 pounds. 
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The RS2-H1 system from Howe and Howe Technologies, top left; the 
Hunter Wolf system from HDT Global, top right; the MRZR-X system 
from Polaris Industries Inc., Applied Research Associates Inc. and 
Neya Systems LLC, bottom left; and the Multi-Utility Tactical Trans -
port, or MUTT, from General Dynamics Land Systems, bottom right, 
are all vehicles the Army is considering to fill the role of the Squad 
Multi-Purpose Equipment Transport. 

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and

medical staff thank Fort Rucker for its commitment

to the security of our community and our country.

We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and

military families for their personal sacrifices.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE

APPRECIATE

FORT

RUCKER.



“He was one of the first three selected, 
but he was the first military Aviator to stay 
the course,” said Barlow. “He was taken 
up by the Wright brothers and sent to Fort 
Sam Houston to complete his training on 
his own.

“Around this time, as Aviation started 
taking off more and more, there were a 
lot of ground commanders who thought it 
was a lot of nonsense,” he said. “But there 
were visionaries like Foulois who knew 
that it was the next big thing.”

Throughout his testing of aircraft in 
1911, which included the Wright Military 
Flyer, he was instrumental and innovating 
and providing ideas, even inventing the 
first seat belt, said the museum curator.

“(Later in life) when asked what his in-
spiration was for creating the seat belt, he 
said he was getting tired of being thrown 
out of the aircraft and hitting his head,” 
said Barlow.

Foulois also could see that the Wright 
Military Flyer was incredibly outdated 
and wouldn’t be able to compete on the 
battlefield.

“The airplane at the time was a push 
propeller aircraft that was basically a box 
kite,” said Barlow. “At the same time, 
the French were way ahead of us with a 
tractor aircraft and central seating for the 
aircraft, which looks more like the proper 
airplane that we know today.”

After a series of crashes and accidents, 
Foulois, along with other officers in Avia-
tion condemned the pusher propeller air-

craft and began to lean toward the tractor 
aircraft, and in 1913 joined the 1st Aero 
Squadron, and by 1914 he was appointed 
as its commander.

In March of 1916, he reported for duty 
with Pershing’s Punitive Expedition, and 
along with Capt. Townsend Dodd per-
formed the first U.S. aerial reconnais-
sance mission over enemy-held territory 
in Mexico.

“This was their first foray into getting 
their feet wet with military combat Avia-
tion,” said Barlow, adding that by the time 
World War I came along, Foulois was 
probably the most experienced officer in 
the military in regards to Aviation

Because of his experience, he was 
tasked with the procurement, production, 
and development and operations of air-
craft.

Initially, the Army wanted several thou-
sand aircraft, 4,800 pilots and twice as 
many mechanics, all within a year, but 
with the resources at the time it wasn’t 
possible.

“That didn’t’ happen,” said Barlow. 
“We weren’t ready for that. Our output 
was barely 40 aircraft a month on a good 
month, so, we had to borrow from the 
British and the French.”

Foulois later deployed to France doing 
the same job, and in 1917 he become chief 
of air services in the zone of occupation 
for the Army Expeditionary Force. It was 
during his time in WWI that eventually 
the U.S. produced its own aircraft, the 
JN-4 Jenny.

Following the war, he was later ap-

pointed as the chief of the Air Corps in 
1931, and in 1934 then-President Theo-
dore Roosevelt tasked Foulois to head the 
Army Air Corps Mail Operation, which 
ended in the Air Mail scandal of 1934 be-
cause the Air Corps was ill equipped to 
take on the mission, said Barlow.

“They flew about 1.4 million miles car-
rying the mail and they lost a lot of people 
doing it,” he said. As a result, Foulois end-
ed up taking the brunt of the blame for the 
program’s failure and was forced into re-
tirement in 1935 with 36 years of service.

Despite the scandal, Barlow said Fou-
lois was instrumental in bringing military 
Aviation to the forefront.

“This is a man who came in the military 
at 18 … and became one of the first three 
pilots in the U.S. military. He was there 
through the birth of all the doctrine, the 
changes and the clashes with the ground 
force,” he said. “What we’re doing now 
we owe to him. He was the first military 
Aviator to stay the course, and he was 
Army Aviator No. 1 as far as I’m con-
cerned.”

a trampoline, zip line, pony rides 
and trackless train rides.”

“This is a great time to bring 
your family out, hear some live 
music and interact with the Fort 
Rucker Army community,” added 
Edwards. “You’ll get to see some 
fireworks, have some good food 
and have a good time.”

Janice Erdlitz, DFMWR 
marketing director, said the 
annual event is the perfect 
opportunity for Soldiers and 
families to celebrate the nation’s 
independence and experience a 

full day of local entertainment.
“It’s a wonderful opportunity 

to show support for Fort Ruck-
er,” she said. “Freedom Fest is 
a celebration for our entire com-
munity. We look forward to this 
day when we invite everyone out 
to celebrate our nation’s indepen-
dence with us at Fort Rucker.

“We all stand together, side 
by side, Soldier to neighbor, and 
feel the same powerful emotions 
of being proud Americans,” she 
added. “Freedom Fest is a tradi-
tion for many families. Building 
memories to last a lifetime is one 
of best parts of what MWR does 

for our families.”
Freedom Fest is free and open 

to the public, but a gate access 
pass is required to enter the in-
stallation. Unescorted visitors 
planning to attend Freedom Fest 
must obtain a visitor’s pass from 
one of two visitor control cen-
ters.

Visitors may obtain passes from 
VCCs at the Daleville and Ozark 
gates. The Daleville VCC is open 
Mondays-Sundays from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. The Ozark vCC is open 
Mondays-Fridays from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. If planning on attending 
this year’s celebration, Dumais 

recommends people come a few 
days prior to get an access control 
pass, as the VCCs will not remain 
open after normal business hours 
on the day of the event.

As for parking, people need to 
park in the designated areas for 
where they wish to exit the instal-
lation, said Marcel Dumais, Fort 
Rucker chief of police.

“Ensure when you arrive on 
Fort Rucker that you park in the 
parking area for the gate you 
wish to exit from when the fire-
works are complete,” he said. 
“As an example, if you want to 
leave from the Daleville Gate af-

ter the fireworks, make sure you 
park in the Daleville parking area 
because the exit routes will be 
strictly enforced.”

Also, people are reminded that 
no coolers, tote bags or back-
packs will be permitted, except 
for medical and baby care items. 
Additionally, no pets, no fire-
works, no glass containers and no 
weapons, to include guns, knives, 
pepper spray or other such items 
will be allowed. Bicycles, scoot-
ers, roller blades or skateboards 
will also not be permitted.

For more information, call 
255-1749.
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Freedom Fest
Continued from Page A1

Museum
Continued from Page A1

Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?
Contact Ron Sykstus NOW! rsykstus@bondnbotes.com 256-713-0221

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services

he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has

been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,

covering all areas of government concern including:

• F฀nanc฀al
Considerations

• Secur฀ty V฀olat฀ons
• Drug Involvement

• Alcohol Consumpt฀on
• Personal Conduct
• Cr฀m฀nal Conduct
• Sexual Behav฀or

• Fore฀gn Influence
• Fore฀gn Preference
• M฀suse of Informat฀on

Technology

Also ava฀lable for Courts-Mart฀al, Mag฀strate Court
and Adm฀n฀strat฀ve Separat฀on Board Defense.

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUN฀SVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUN฀SVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUN฀SVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUN฀SVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

WASHINGTON — Can the Army 
produce faster, stronger and smarter Sol-
diers through electrical stimulation of the 
brain?

Neurostimulation is not actually a pro-
cess the Army intends to use for creating 
“super Soldiers.” However, Army re-
searchers have been experimenting with it 
as a means to accelerate training.

“We’ve seen a lot of positive effects of 
neurostimulation in our lab,” said Dr. Tad 
Brunye, senior cognitive scientist at the 
Natick Soldier Research, Development 
and Engineering Center, known as NSR-
DEC, in Natick, Massachusetts. He heads 
up neurostimulation research there along 
with Dr. Erika Hussey.

Brunye and members of his staff were in 
the Pentagon courtyard May 23-24 during 
a Close Combat Lethality Tech Day.

Brunye has been experimenting with 
neurostimulation at Natick over the past 
four years and at the nearby Center for 
Applied Brain and Cognitive Sciences 
in Medford, Massachusetts. The center 
was created in 2015 through a partner-
ship between the Army and the School of 
engineering at Tufts University. It is co-
directed by NSRDEC’s Cognitive Science 
and Applications Team along with Tufts 
faculty.

The center includes what Brunye calls 
“large virtual-reality caves.”

volunteers at the center receive low-
intensity electrical current through 
headphone-style stimulation systems or 
electrodes mounted on what looks like a 
bathing cap. Then their performance in the 
virtual-reality environment is measured. 
Neurostimulation has shown the following 
benefits.

Increased ability to recognize suspect-• 
ed terrorists from a list of faces studied 
hours earlier during neurostimulation.
Improved navigation performance, • 
especially for individuals with lower 
spatial abilities. Soldiers in large-scale 
virtual urban environments did better 
moving between objectives during neu-
rostimulation.
Increased attention span. Attention • 
might wane after 20 minutes when 
watching a security monitor and neu-
rostimulation could increase that atten-
tion span to 20 hours.
Enhanced motor skills, such as the • 
standing broad jump, when a particular 
area of the brain is stimulated during 

practice.
“We want to make sure that we stimu-

late the right areas of the brain, at the right 
time, in the right individual, in a manner 
targeted to specific tasks that we need them 
to excel on,” Brunye said.

“The consumer market is exploding 
with do-it-yourself brain stimulation de-
vices right now, and Soldiers are willing 
to try just about anything to enhance their 
mental and physical performance,” Bru-
nye continued. “But we need to be sure 
that any commercial claims are supported 
by rigorous experimental science, and that 
the systems are being used only in appro-
priate and beneficial ways. Our science 
and technology efforts are helping ensure 
that is the case.”

CREATING HIGH PERFORMERS
Soldiers from a variety of military oc-

cupational specialties volunteer to come to 
Natick immediately following their initial-
entry training, Brunye said. They serve 
about three months at Natick before mov-
ing on to their first unit. These Soldiers 
are used in the experiments, along with 
volunteers from local communities around 
Boston.

The volunteers feel just a tingling, itchy 

sensation on their scalp during the neuro-
stimulation, he said.

“In terms of long-term impact, there are 
no known negative or adverse effects of 
neurostimulation,” he said.

Neurostimulation will help accelerate 
learning and can bring Soldiers up to a 
level of high performance quickly. “It will 
compensate for some of the variability we 
see” during learning, Brunye said.

The effects of neurostimulation, how-
ever, are less noticeable on those who 
are already high performers on a specific 
task, he said. In fact, neurostimulation can 
sometimes have a slightly detrimental ef-
fect on high performers. Those individuals 
already have a fine-tuned system for com-
pleting a task and neurostimulation will 
help them wire a new neuron highway for 
that task – one that may not be initially as 
effective, he explained.

INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIP
The Army signed a five-year coopera-

tive agreement with the Tufts School of 
Engineering almost four years ago and es-
tablished the Center for Applied Brain and 
Cognitive Sciences.

“It’s a very unique reciprocal relation-
ship we have with the university,” Brunye 

said.
The university provided the physical fa-

cility and infrastructure, such as the heat-
ing and cooling systems, networking, and 
computer hardware and software. Tufts 
also provided personnel for manning the 
facility and post-doctoral researchers to 
help run it.

The Natick Soldier Research, Develop-
ment and Engineering Center – part of the 
Army’s Research, Development and Engi-
neering Command – provided everything 
else. The virtual reality programs all came 
from Natick.

About half of the participants in experi-
ments at the center are Soldiers, Brunye 
said.

The neurostimulation is provided via a 
wireless device. Much was learned from 
experiments that involved searching 
and clearing buildings over the last five 
months, he said. In these experiments, 
neurostimulation began about five minutes 
before a task and continued through the 
task, Brunye said.

The voltage varied from 7 to 18 volts, at 
very low amperage (usually between 1 and 
2 milliamps). Direct current is the norm, 
but the lab is beginning to use alternating 
current to target more specific areas of the 
brain, he said.

SPECIAL OPS INTEREST
The Army’s Special Operations commu-

nity is becoming more interested in neuro-
stimulation, Brunye said.

Recently, Special Operations Command 
and the Defense Innovation Unit Experi-
mental, or DIUx, have been experimenting 
with neurostimulation. They have been 
especially interested in developing motor 
skills and new procedures with weapons 
systems, Brunye said.

In addition to coordinating with RDE-
COM, the Natick team works closely 
with the Army’s Training and Doctrine 
Command on neurostimulation to en-
hance training, Brunye said. They also 
work closely with the Air Force Research 
Laboratory and have partnered with them 
on a NATO exploratory team examining 
several techniques for cognitive neuroen-
hancement.

Other government partners in research in-
clude the Intelligence Advanced Research 
Projects Activity, the Army Research Lab’s 
Human Research and Engineering Direc-
torate and the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency. DARPA has been con-
ducting related brain-stimulation research 
called Targeted Neuroplasticity Training.

Army researchers looking to neurostimulation to enhance Soldiers’ abilities
By Gary Sheftick
Army News Service

PHOTO BY DAVID KAMM

A volunteer from the 82nd Airborne Division wears a neurostimula -
tion and brain-monitoring device while clearing an urban scene of 
enemy combatants in a virtual-reality cave at the Center for Applied 
Brain and Cognitive Sciences, Tufts University, Medford, Mass. 



REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

201 JASMINE CIRCLE:

$164,500: Lovely 3
bed/2ba cottage with
storm shelter room made
from cinder blocks!
This room was built for that purpose and can function as
an office, craft space, or extra storage when there is not
a storm. The corner lot has an extra wide patio and the
concrete in the front and back has been custom designed.

409 GRAND

PINE AVENUE:

$122,000: Very
Nice 3 Bedroom 2
Bath Home. New flooring and a complete interior
paint job. Ready for occupancy and just minutes
from shopping, schools and Fort Rucker.

00 COUNTY ROAD 149, NEW

BROCKTON: $99,000 REDUCED:

ATTENTION LAND LOOKERS!!! HUGE
Price REDUCTION Wooded with pines/
oaks small area cleared for a garden or
home site. There is a creek bed on the
property and a nice 5 acres section for a
pond site, current est value of timber 15-
20,000 Boundaries are clear from an old fence line on the E_W
and newer fencing on the S. per owner. 38 ACRES Private LAND!
Private and secluded—Build your dream home here!

114 BALDWIN AVENUE: $108,000: Spacious
2 bedroom, 2 bath townhouse across from the
pool and Club House. This is a good investment
as it is tenant occupied.

400 WARREN

ROAD: $27,500

REDUCED: Starter
home in need of a
little TLC. This home is being sold AS IS, but is
priced to sell at only $27,500!

5401 HIGHWAY

27: $75,000

REDUCED: Great
price reduction!
Enjoy your summer evenings on this large front
porch! Located just outside of town

A MEMBER OF

FRAN & DON KALTENBAUGH

790-5973

Celebrat฀on T฀me!!

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

฀219,000 • REDUCED

฀239,900 • REDUCED

$18฀,000

฀147,500 • REDUCED

$175,000

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

$225,000 • red฀ced

$2฀฀,000

$115,000

$375,000 • red฀ced

$124,800

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

$69,500 • NEW LIS฀ING

$99,900 • NEW LIS฀ING

$164,500

$169,800

$244,000 • NEW LIS฀ING
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NORTH FORT HOOD, Texas — Sol-
diers from the Alaska, D.C., Hawaii, 
Idaho, Maine and North Carolina Army 
National Guard assigned to Task Force 
Panther, 101st Combat Aviation Brigade, 
101st Airborne Division, prepared for 
their upcoming deployment to Afghani-
stan in support of Operation Freedom’s 
Sentinel at the Operational Readiness 
Training Center on post, May 19.

A significant portion of TF Panther’s 
mission consists of conducting meticu-
lous inspections and maintenance to en-
sure the airworthiness of each aircraft. 

“Most of what we do in an Aviation 
unit is maintenance,” said Lt. Col. Benny 
F. Collins TF Panther commander. “We 
fly some, but we do maintenance a lot.” 

In order for TF Panther to meet training 
requirements, the 120th Infantry Brigade, 
First Army Division West located here 
on post, conducts observer controller and 
trainer duties and provides support.

“Although we are in the middle of the 
culminating training event, we are using 
this time to conduct the mid-after action 
review to evaluate what was done right 
and wrong,” said Collins.

“We’re getting certified as well to make 

sure that we are doing everything prop-
erly,” said Pvt. Bryan Bridge, an aircraft 
structural repairer, assigned to D Compa-
ny, 1-130th Attack Reconnaissance Bat-
talion, TF Panther, 101st Combat Avia-
tion Brigade, 101st Airborne Division.

“The majority of Soldiers assigned to 

TF Panther are maintainers comprised of 
enlisted Soldiers and some warrant offi-
cers,” said Collins. 

“There’s a lot of daily maintenance, 
you’ve got to check to make sure these 
[aircraft] are safe to fly,” said Bridge.

DCo. is the largest company focusing 

on heavy maintenance within TF Pan-
ther.

“Our pilots have that sense of trust 
that our maintainer has done everything 
within their power to put up a safe and 
airworthy aircraft,” Bond added.

The maintenance unit strives for the 
highest level of safety for all pilots and 
crew members by ensuring that “nothing 
gets left behind and being as prepared as 
[they] can be,” said Bridge. 

TF Panther maintainers are comprised 
of many specific mechanic duties ranging 
from engine specialists to helicopter re-
pairer, said Sgt. Nicolas Myers, an engine 
mechanic with the 1-130th ARB, with 
over 15 years of aviation experience.

“In the civilian world, I’m a techni-
cian during the week so this training ben-
efits the newer Soldiers by getting them 
spooled up and hands-on experience with 
the equipment that most of us senior me-
chanics already have,” Myers added. 

During the deployment, TF Panther 
will be tasked to provide support using 
AH-64D Apache Longbow, UH-60 Black 
Hawk, and CH-47 Chinook throughout 
Afghanistan.

Myers said, “the main goal of this up-
coming deployment is to support the mis-
sion, support the flights and if it breaks 
fix it.”

B
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FORT DRUM, N.Y. — “When you 
hear the sound of freedom, begin fir-
ing,” Sgt. Matt Cordaro told eight 
New York Army National Guard Sol-
diers crouched or sitting behind eight 
M240B machineguns.

Cordaro’s “sound of freedom” was 
a grenade simulator going off, and 
that boom was the signal for Sol-
diers from B Company, 3rd Battalion, 
142nd Aviation Regiment, to engage 
their targets downrange.

Engaging troop targets on the 
ground was their first step in UH-60 
Black Hawk aerial gunnery training 
that 68 Soldiers conducted at Fort 
Drum June 1-3. 

The goal of the range training was 
for crew chiefs to successfully engage 
targets on the ground with a M240B 
before firing from a UH-60 Black 
Hawk in flight, said Capt. Salvator 
Garcia, the B Company Commander 
from Smithtown, N.Y.

Door gunnery qualification begins 
with ground qualification first.

The Soldiers had to first demon-
strate their ability to fire 100 rounds 
with the M240B equipped with stan-
dard pistol grip and stock, like those 
used by infantry Soldiers. Then they 
fired an additional 100 rounds from 

an M240B equipped with the butterfly 
grip used on board the aircraft.

The purpose of qualifying with both 
grips is to demonstrate proficiency, in 
case of an emergency like a downed 
aircraft, where the soldiers would 
have to leave the aircraft and use the 
machinegun on the ground.

Along with the weapons train-
ing, the Soldiers used the weekend 
to practice basic Warrior Tasks the 
Soldiers will need for the company 

deployment to the National Training 
Center at Fort Irwin, California in 
July, Garcia added. 

Once the training moved into the 
air, two crew chiefs -- one on each 
side of the Black Hawk-- fired at de-
commissioned tanks and trucks at Fort 
Drum’s Range 48. As the helicopters 
flew a set route, gunners engaged tar-
gets in turn. 

KUWAIT NAVAL BASE, Kuwait — Soldiers as-
signed to the Spanish Army Aviation unit, Task Force 
Toro, flew into Camp Buehring, Kuwait, May 24 after 
24 days at sea on the Spanish naval ship LHD Juan Car-
los I (L-61), the biggest warship ever built for Spain.

TF Toro is tactically controlled by the U.S. Army 
449th Combat Aviation Brigade and will provide inter-
theater Aviation support via the F-9 Cougar and CH-
47 Chinook for Combined Joint Task Force-Operation 
Inherent Resolve with a final destination of Camp Taji, 
Iraq.

The Task Force Commander Maj. Gala Gallego Soro, 
Spain’s first female commander for deployment opera-
tions, lead the exhibition, flying the newly assembled 
Cougars off of the Spanish ship with an escort from the 
1st Battalion, 244th Aviation Regiment, 449th CAB.

“Having the escort by U.S. forces makes me feel re-
laxed,” said Gallego. “When you enter a country, you 
don’t know if there are problems or how to react. Hav-
ing someone escort you that is familiar and knows what 
they are doing is a good thing. Task Force Hurricanes 
[449th CAB] knows the way and is able to support and 
give us the info we need to make it easier.”

Transporting aircraft between countries is a lengthy 
task, and TF Toro ensured they reduced as many prob-
lems as possible. Their helicopters were transported 
by vessel in order to reduce logistical issues. In doing 
so, TF Toro completed limited dismantling of their air-
craft.

With the help of the Spanish navy Commander Car-
los Carrasco in charge of airport operations on the LHD 
Juan Carlos I, the F-9 Cougars and CH-47 Chinooks 
underwent maintenance and engine testing before the 
pilots flew off the ship. After almost a month without 
flight, there were many mechanical and engine issues 
they wanted to avoid.

“Our mission was to bring the [Spanish] army heli-
copters to the naval base,” said Carrasco. “After sailing 
for twenty-four days, the pilots were ready to fly.” 

TF Toro is comprised of five units based out of Sevilla 

TF  Panther conducts 
routine maintenance

North Carolina National Guard Soldiers from the 1-130th ARB as -
signed to TF Panther, 101st CAB, 101st Abne. Div. conduct preventive 
maintenance checks and services on an AH-64D Apache Longbow at 
North Fort Hood, Texas, May 19. 

PHOTO BY SGT. JAMES LEFTY LARIMER

U.S. and multinational special operations forces aboard an MH-6 Little Bird helicopter and 
a special operations craft — riverine boat — approach a simulated enemy position during 
a capabilities demonstration as part of the 2018 International Special Operations Forces 
week in downtown Tampa, Fla., May 22. 

AIR FORCE PHOTO BY MASTER SGT. BARRY LOO 

LITTLE BIRD 449th CAB 
runs w ith 
the bulls
By Capt. Briana McFarland 
449th Theater Aviation Brigade

N.Y.  Army National Guard Spc. Adam Proctor, assigned to E 
Co., 3rd Bn., 142nd Avn. Regt., instructs Soldiers on how to 
remove empty shells from the brass bag on an M240 on Fort 
Drum, N.Y., June 2. 

PHOTO BY SPC. ANDREW VALENZA

By Sgt. Carlos Garcia 
220th Public Affairs Detachment 

SEE 449TH CAB, PAGE B4

N.Y. Guard helicopter company conducts machine-gun training

A UH-60 Black Hawk assigned to the 1st 
Bn., 244th Avn. Regt., 449th CAB, land 
aboard the LHD Juan Carlos I (L-61), in 
the Arabian Gulf, May 23. 

PHOTO BY CAPT. BRIANA MCFARLAND 

HEAVYWEIGHT

By Spc. Andrew Valenza
New York National Guard

SEE TRAINING, PAGE B4



ANNOUNCEMENTS

ENTERTAINMENT

YARD & ESTATE SALES

MERCHANDISE

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
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CATS
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TOUR AMERICA 2018
* Tropical Costa Rica

San Jose, Guanacaste, Monteverde, Lake
Arenal Cruise, Cano, Negro, Zarcero

Oct. 15-23, 2018

* CHRISTMAS NEW YORK The Big Apple

3-Broadway Plays, Statue of Liberty, Ellis
Island, Central Park, 9/11 Museum, China

Town, WA DC, Pigeon Forge,
Nov. 25-Dec. 2 2018

* Christmas Tour St. Augustine, FL. Tram Tour,

The Holy Land Expedition a journey for
(Live experience) Orlando, FL. Dec. 12-14, 2018
For Information: Merita Stanley 850-594-9980

SPECIAL AUCTION
SAT. JUNE 16 @ 6:00 PM
at SMITH TRADING POST INC.
9017 W US HWY 84

DOTHAN, AL. 36305
(334) 797-0785

a out of state wholesaler
open to the public
10 % buyers premium
cash or local check

Col. Larry Smith, Al.lic. # 916

Wells Lawn
Mower

Taylor, AL. 334-702-9566
r We Buy, Sale & Trade Riding

Lawnmower Service, Parts new & used

4 Chairs - pressed back, oak, $200; Authentic
Stained-Glass Lamp, 20" diameter, fruit pattern
border, $300; three blinds, wood slat, (39"x7’),
$150, 334-632-0144

Grandfather Clock -Kuempel Chime $400;
Dresser-Bassett 9 drawer w/mirror English
Country Style, $250; Chest -Bassett 5 drawer
$200; 334-632-0144

Hutch by Shockey, beautiful, solid wood, hand
burnished $300; Lg. floral Oil Painting by Van
Doren w/light $150; Formal dining rm drop-leaf
Table, maple 6’, w/4 chairs, $350, 334-632-0144

Rims - Set of 4, like new, 16" rims, with inserts,
for 2002 Mustang. $200, 334-699-6841

Trailer Rear End - with lead springs and drums,
7 ft. inside width, $75, 334-794-4984.

Free Mama Cat b/w, and two kittens - one
white & one brindle, in Daleville, 334-714-8769

AKC registered Lab blonde pups
$500. each 334-983-1274.

APLIN FARMS
Now Open

Mon - Sat 8-5
Tomatoes, Sweet corn,
Squash, Zucinni, Peppers
Peaches & Cabbage

334-792-6362

Hendrix Farm Produce
* Slocomb Tomatoes, Home Grown
Cucumber, Squash, and New Potatoes
Mon. - Sat. 8-6 ( we accept s.n.a.p )
19030 State Hwy. 52 East Slocomb

334-726-7646

Naturally Grown Blueberries
R & R Farms U-Pick or I-Pick or We-Pick

334-714-4703
Located 52 HWY West

3.3 mi. from circle turn (R) Look for signs.
All you can eat while picking in the field

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE
Vine Ripe tomatoes, frozen peas, butter
beans, turnips, collard & mustard

Mon.-Sat. (8am - 5:30 pm)
Hwy 52 Malvern, AL 334-793-6690

SNELL FARMS
SHELLING PLANT

∂ Shelled Peas ∂ Squash ∂ Tomatoes
∂ Peaches ∂ Boiled Peanuts ∂ Blueberries
∂ Green Beans ∂ Cucumbers ∂ New potatoes
∂ Green Peanuts ∂ Egg Plant ∂ Zucchini

Ozark @ 2652 Hwy 231 S. (334)733-8289
snellfarms33@gmail.com

We accept EBT, MC, Visa & FMNP Vouchers.

You/We Pick Tomatoes
other vegetables available

James Bedsole
334-886-2291 or 334-726-5895

CLOSED ON SUNDAY - We accept FMNP

2973 S. Co. Rd. 49 Slocomb
PLEASE CALL AHEAD

23 Acre Hay Field for Lease on
Bump Nose Rd. "Marianna"
Call JD Haynes 850-656-1518

DAY FISH
THURSDAY, JUNE 14TH

(4-5 PM)
PIGGLY WIGGLY FEED SUPPLY
1140 MONTGOMERY HWY

(4-6” - $49)  (6-8” - $69)
 (8-11” $199/100) 
 PER 100 CATFISH 

We also carry Bass, Crappie,
Blue Gill, Hybrid, Red-Ear Brim,

Minnows, Koi, & Grass Carp

For Info: 501-676-3768
- or -

stockmypond.com

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small

Custom Thinning

Pea River Timber
334-389-2003

COME GROWWITH US!

Applications are now being accepted
for the following position:

AP CLERK/RECEPTIONIST
Must have 2 years experience in
accounts payable. Experience with

Lawson and AS400 applications a plus.

Email resume to: lbarnes@utm.com

-------------------------------------------------------
Drug Screen Required

EOE

The Coffee County Board of Education
is seeking applications for the

following position:

Principal @
New Brockton High School
(Grades 7 through 12)

To be considered for employment
completion of an on-line application is
required. To apply for this position and to
access the on-line application please visit:
www.alsde.edu/TeachInAlabama or
www.coffeecountyschools.org.

Please call Jennifer Piland at 334-897-5016
if additional information is required.
EOE- The Coffee County Board

of Education is an E-Verify Employer.

#1 Southeast
Plumbing LLC.

is hiring for Full Time

Plumbers & Helpers
Experience Required.
Home every night.

Call: 334-237-9279
or email to:

1southeastplumbing@gmail.com

CITY OF DOTHAN

Lineman Apprentice
$17.92 HR

Part Time Facility
Supervisor
$8.34 HR

Closing Date – June 14, 2018
Apply on-line at:

http://www.dothan.org
EOE/AAE

Experienced
Meat Cutter
needed at

Ozark Super Sav.
* Must be able to work

flexible hours.
* Full Time Position

*Apply in person at
288 North Union

Avenue, Ozark, Alabama.

Night Supervisor
for Janitorial Services

& Hiring Housekeeping Staff

is now accepting applications for
Part Time & Full Time
Monday - Friday

Background check is required for all
employees. All interestd person should
have experience, but will train.
Should Apply at:

Environmental Services,
at the Health Clinic,
Ft. Rucker, Al.

334-255-7311

The Organized Community
Action Program, Inc.,

a private, non-profit organization,
is accepting applications for a

Licensed Quality Control Inspector
to inspect homes weatherized in any or all
of the agency’s weatherization service areas

of Barbour, Bullock, Butler, Coffee,
Covington, Crenshaw, Dale Geneva, Henry,
Houston, Lowndes and Pike Counties.

Work to be inspected includes but is not
limited to the insulation of atic, side wall,
and floor/belly, air sealing with tow-part

foam, proper operation blower door technolo-
gy, duct repauir/replacement, HVAC

repair/replacement, vented space heater
repair/replacement, and other applicable
minor repairs. All work must be completed
and inspected according to Department of
Energy guidelines set forth in the Standard
Work Specifications (SWS). Approximately
30 houses are scheduled to be assessed in
the 12 county service areas. Funds will be
paid from the Department of Energy (DOE)
weatherization grant and the Low income
Weatherization Program Grant (LIWAP).

Interested contractor must provide a copy of
his/her State of Alabama business license
and QCI Certification, liability insurance, and
a completed W9 form. Please provide
telephone and fax numbers along with an
email address if available. Three references
will be required. Copies of the above items

can be mailed to OCAP, Inc.
Attention: Annette Shepherd, 507 North
Three Notch Street, Troy, AL 36081.

A contractors meeting will be held on
Thursday, June 14, 2018 at 10:00 AM
at the central office located at 507 North

Three Notch Street, Troy, AL 36081 to explain
work procedures and to verify contractor

elegibility.

For additional informaiton contact
Annette Shepherd,

Weatherization Coordinator, at
(334-566-1712.

The Organized Community
Action Program, Inc.,

a private, non-profit organization,
is accepting applications for

Contractors
interested in bidding on homes to be
weatherized in any or all of the agency’s
weatherization service areas of Barbour,

Bullock, Butler, Coffee, Covington, Crenshaw,
Dale Geneva, Henry, Houston, Lowndes and

Pike Counties.

Work includes but is not limited to the
insulation of attic, side wall, and floor/belly,
air sealing with two-part foam, proper
operation blower door technology, duct

repair/ replacement, HVAC
repair/replacement, vented space heater
repair/replacement, and other applicable
minor repairs. All work must be completed
according to Department of Energy

guidelines set forth in the Standard Work
Specification (SWS). Approximatley 35

houses are sceduled to be assessed in the 12
county service areas. Funds will be paid from

the Department of Energy (DOE)
weatherization grant, the Low Income

Weatherization Program Grant (LIWAP) and
the USDA Rural Development Housing

Preservation Grant (HUD).

To be eligible to bid, contractors must
provide a copy of his/her State of Alabama
business license and QCI Certification,

liability insurance, and a completed W9 form.
Please provide telephone and fax numbers
along with an email address if available.
Three references will be required. Copies of
the above items can be mailed to OCAP, Inc.
Attention: Annette Shepherd, 507 North Three

Notch Street, Troy, AL 36081.

A contractors meeting will be held on
Thursday, June 14, 2018 at 10:00 AM
at the central office located at 507 North

Three Notch Street, Troy, AL 36081 to explain
work procedures and to verify contractor

elegibility.
For additional informaiton contact

Annette Shepherd,
Weatherization Coordinator, at

(334-566-1712.

Come join the growing team at

We are now accepting applications for the
following positions:

HOSPITAL:

MT/MLT

Paramedic – Full-Time

NURSING HOME:

Registered Nurse – Full-Time

LPN – Full-Time
Competitive Salary/Excellent Benefits
All Clinical Positions require current
licensure from the State of Georgia

Applications can be obtained at:
www.lifebriteearly.com.

Please send completed applications to:
kbusby@lifebriteearly.com

Or fax to: 229-724-7335

Applicants may apply in person at
LifeBrite Community Hospital of Early

11740 Columbia Street
Blakely, GA 39823

Brite Community Hospital of Early is an
Equal Opportunity Employer and is a

Drug-Free Workplace

Somerset Assisted Living
Residences is seeking a

Wellness Nurse
to help keep our residents healthy and

living happy, productive lives.
Our company has been taking care of
residents in the Wiregrass since 1977 and

prides itself on meaningful and
compassionate care of the elderly.

This is a full time positon that requires a
Licensed Registered Nurse who is

passionate about caring for the elderly
and possesses great organizational and
communication skills. This day shift
opening is Monday through Friday and
offers a competitive salary and a
complete benefit package.

Please apply by mailing your resume to:
Human Resources, 2094 John D Odom

Road, Dothan, AL 36303
or email resume to:

Sheila.Cobb@extendicarehealth.com.
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TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION

HEALTHCARE PROTECTIVE SERVICE

SALES

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

VACATION PROPERTIES

RECREATION

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

DRIVEWAYS

Buy It!

Sell It!

Find It!

Place your ad in our

Sales & Service
Directory

and grow your business!!!

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?
It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives

and they will be glad to assist you.

SARHA
Southeast Alabama Rural Health Associates

Has the following full-time positions:

Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)
SARHA Doctors Center
Troy, Alabama

Certified Medical Assistant (CMA)
Newton Family Health Center
Dothan Family Health Center

Send resume and salary history for
confidential consideration to:

Human Resources
1414 Elba Highway,
Troy, AL 36079 EOE.

in Ozark

LPN Charge Nurses
ALL SHIFTS including Baylor.

We are offering a nice sign-on bonus.

RN MDS Coordinator
Experience required!

Apply in person
or email resume to:

rlyons@oakviewmanor.com

Contact Oakview Manor for information.

WANTED
DRIVERS
With Class A CDL

@ Good driving record,
@ Verifiable experience
@ Call for benefit package

www.circlecitytransport.com
OR 1800-239-8878 EXT. 237 OR 225

OR Call: 334-798-9719
Ask for Lisa or Danny

CLASS A CDL DRIVERS
Birmingham, AL based transportation
company looking for Class A CDL drivers.
Great small company atmosphere!

Currently running 60 tractors and growing!
We are looking for new team members to
participate in our continued growth.

WE OFFER:
• Starting Pay $.42 Per Mile
• Will Increase to $.45/Mile in 1 yr.
• Benefits (BC/BC medical, dental, vision,
LTD, STD, Life Insurance)

• Equipment -Tractors 2015-2018
(FreightLiners-10 speed) Vans 2014-2018
• All dry van freight (no driver touch,
no Hazardous Materials)
• Paid Weekly/Direct Deposit
• Referral Bonus Bucks
• Paid vacation
• Rider Program
• Running Southeast, Midwest, Atlantic
States

Please call (205)925-1977 ext 2309,
email: recruiting@churchtransportation.net,

or Facebook

REQUIREMENTS:
• Must be at least 23 years of age
• Valid Class A license
• Pass a pre-employment drug screen
• Have an up to date DOT medical card
• Have 18 months driving experience

We look forward to hearing from you and
having you as a member of our team!

Vaughn-Blumberg Services
Accepting Online Applications for the following position:

• Direct Care Assistant & PRN Direct Care Assistant
• Instructors & Substitue Instructors

Requirements:
High School Diploma or GED and Valid Drivers’ License

www.vaughnblumbergservices.com
EOE

CITY OF DOTHAN

Police Officer
$35,505.60 AN

Closing Date – June 30, 2018

Apply on-line at:
http://www.dothan.org

EOE/AAE

OPEN POSITIONS

SALES ASSOCIATE
Retail Experience Preferred

APPLY IN PERSON
King’s Furniture & Appliances
2821 Ross Clark Circle

Acre Lots for Sale-Headland
OWNER FINANCE AVAILABLE
Central water and electric pole included.
$12,900 per ac. lot. OBO Call: 386-312-6363

FSBO: 180 acres Certified
Organic Irrigated Land

$4500/acre. includes
110 acre Pivot & 800 Sq. Ft. House

Call: 334-886-3839
7 miles North of Slocomb

on Hwy 103
Part of Working Cows Dairy

LAND FOR SALE by owner 185 +/- acres
has been cultivated for 125 years by crop
rotation, all new utilities on site and includes
sewer. 53 ac. on north side of Webb Rd. and
132 acres on south side. 3 miles from

downtown Dothan. 65 acres of mature pine
timber. See to appreciate! Call Jim:
770-378-1559. before 8pm central time.

Beautiful 1950’’s home that has TONS of
character and possibilities!!!

In-law suite or rec. room downstairs. Formal
dining room or den, 3 bedrooms upstairs.
Master bedroom has attached space with
could be use for office or nursery. Second
bedroom is similar size as master with two
closets. The third bedroom average size at
the top of the stairs, with upstairs bath on
opposite end of hall. Living room w/fireplace

that has access to covered porch.
There are original hardwood floors through-
out, 3 HVAC’’s, 2 electric water heaters,
workshop (man-cave) in the back measures

12x36 w/electric. 334-477-6803

FSBO 4BR/3BA HOME
113 Sweetwater Drive,
Headland - 2240SF
Brick/Tile/Carpet,

Granite countertops, stone gas fireplace,
lovely views 4 acre pond and fenced back-

yard. $229,000 Call 334-618-4430

FSBO SAVE THOUSANDS
2230 OMUSSEE RD.
Spacious 2 Story Brick
4BR/2.5BA 3200SF, lg bed-
rooms w/master down-

stairs, office upstairs, wrap around porch, 2 car
garage, 40x50 detached garage w/insulated of-
fice 2½ acres. $275,000 by owner 334-794-9514

RENTAL PROPERTIES FOR SALE

1. Duplex 1031 an 1029 S Bell St. Dothan
Construction: concrete foundation, block
walls and new metal roof. 1 unit has new
flooring & paint. Monthly rents $725.

Asking $39,000

2. 3BR/1BA 209 Jeff St Dothan,
wood frame with extra lot,

Leased for $395 mo. Asking $29,900.

3. 3BR/1BA 88 Mikado Dr. Kinsey AL .
brick house with garage & laundry area.
Concrete foundation, central A/C.

Leased for $575 per month, asking $53,100

û Total Annual leases all 3 properties $20,340
û Package sale buy all 3 = $119,000.

Call or text for more info 334-797-9757

MEXICO BEACH, FL. LAND FOR SALE
prime property, corner lot,

2 mins. walk to the beach, straight shot.
You can hear the waves. 100ft. x 145ft.

$70,000 Call: 706-563-8785

Alumacraft 14’ Jon Boat and trailer.
Never been in salt water, tires new last year,
has boat cover. $1000. 912-381-2082

Jon Boat with trailer has 2 seats, trolling motor,
new carpet that needs to be put in. $1200. OBO
334-899-6583 Boat has been kept out of
weather.

2008 Keystone Cougar 276RLS , 5th wheel,
29ft., half ton truck towable, 1 power slide,
2 - 30 lbs. propane tanks, awning, new battery,
Frig runs on elec. or propane, beautiful
interior, exc. cond. $10,500. 334-494-0243

Tiffin RV - 2001 Tiffin Allegro Motorhome,
LR and BR slides, 34’ long, V10, two roof a/c’s,
good tires, in Enterprise, AL, $22,500,
334-464-1108

Safari Serengeti 2001 , Class A motor home! 40’
350 hp. cruise control, 6 speed Allison trans-
mission, Cummins with turbo, 2 slides, 7.5 KW
Generator, 78K miles, solid wood cabinets
ceramic tile floors, electric awning, 3 TV’s,
microwave/oven, bathroom has separate
shower. Price Neg. 334-299-6306 VERY NICE!

Dodge 1965 D100 Pickup , slant 6-225 engine
original drive train, Collector used vehicle,
Good exterior, excellent interior condition
48,000 miles, KBB Value $22,500. Call or text
Oscar (334) 791-1356 serious inquiries only.

2011 Buick Lacern CXL , Fully-Loaded, White
with Tan Leather Interior, Alloy Wheels, 124,000
miles, runs great, $6,000 OBO, 334-797-7420

BMW 325convertible, 2006 , below average
miles, 1-owner. $8950. 912-429-7878 or
912-655-4727.

Buick 2007 Lucerne CXL,
3.8 V-6, Loaded, Leather,
Like New, 56,000 miles,
$7995. 334-790-7959

Chevrolet 2014 Corvette Sting Ray Coupe, 6.2L
engine, crystal red metallic tintcoat with
Kalahari interior, 3040 miles, options include:
2LT package, chrome wheels, 6 speed paddle
shift trans, exhaust multi mode performance
and Chevy MyLink navigation $46,825 Call 334-
308-5672

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Corvette Coupe 1999 , low miles, like new,
$18,500 912-429-7878 or 912-655-4727

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

I’M BACK - Need a vehicle?
HUGE Inventory Reduction Sale

Buy Here Pay Here
Good, Bad or No Credit?

Pass, REPO, BK’S, SSI & VA OK.-
Steve Pope AKA Mr Ride
Today!!! r 334-648-5302

Mazda 2011 MX-5 Miata ,
bright cherry red, 5 speed
manual, 112K miles (most-
ly hwy miles), brand new
high quality cloth top in-

stalled by Whitehurst in Dothan last season,
brand new BF Goodrich G-Force tires, brand
new Rain-X wiper blades, brand new NGK iridi-
um spark plugs, garage kept, clean title, excel-
lent condition. You won’t find a another toy like
this one! Sporty and fun to drive, you’ll love
this vehicle! Price Reduced $9250 Call or Txt
334-432-5334.

Nissan 2011 Altima 4 Door Sedan - Very clean,
new tires, new air cond. compressor, Only
34,202 original miles. one owner, $8,695 nego-
tiable. Call 334-618-6588 for appt.

PT Cruiser 2006 , white Touring edition, 123K
miles, good condition REDUCED $3500.
334-793-3012. Leave Message.

Toyota 2007 Camry, 1 owner 159K miles, all
electric, all repair receipts, automatic all
looks and runs great, loan value $7450.
SELLING $6800. firm! 334-596-9966

Toyota 2008 Rav 4 , load-
ed, clean, 4 cylinder, auto-
matic, 69,000 miles, $8995.
334-790-7959

Volkswagen 2014 Tiguan SE SUV , blue w/off
white leather interior, appearance package,
well equipment, ONLY 51k miles, good tires and
luggage rack. $15,995. Call: 334-393-3320 or
334-470-8218 or 334-470-6919

2009 Goldwing CSC Trike , excellent condition
24k miles, titaniam grey, asking $25,900
Cycle Wear Available: jackets, vest, rainsuits,
helmets, new heated suit and boots.
Call 334-790-6595

1954 Ford 800 Farm
Tractor , Runs great with a
new custom paint,
completely redone; Serial
# 10021; The 21st Ford 800
Tractor made; investment

tractor, $9,500, OBO. See at 91 Covenant Dr.,
Dothan. Call 334-792-3553.

Massey Ferguson 231 , great tires, power
steering, NO issues. Very good condition with
6ft. bush hog & 2 row cultivator. $5000.
334-618-0523

Mercury Monterey Luxury 2006
blue in color, clean $2995. 169,466K miles,
Runs great! 334-475-5089.

WANTING TO BUY USED CAR
RUNNING CONDITION.

334-596-1115.

Complete CareGivers

In Home Elder Care Service
Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

Elderly Care?
Nursing Home Not An Option?
I will stay in YOUR home with YOUR
loved one. Reasonable rates,
light Housekeeping, errands
& meals prep. Exp. & Ref. Avail.
Call: 334-733-2196

In-Home Companion
care, Overnight
Sitting, Cooking,
Housekeeping and
Transportation

Markita 334-648-5530 Licensed & Bonded

POOLE
ASPHALT & CONCRETE

û û û
Driveways Parking Lots
Access Roads Building Slabs
Side Walks Curbs
Backhoe Work Dozer Work
Dump Truck Fill Dirt

Any & All Asphalt & Concrete Needs

Call 334-492-2235
Dothan, AL

Roy Poole Brent Poole
Estimator Owner

CHAD’s USED CARS
Come spend your income taxes with us
$$$$$ and save hundreds $$$$$

û Buy Here û Pay Hereû
OVER 50 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s

We appreciate your business !!!

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE
• Home • Church • Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

BEST SERVICE! BEST PRICE!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Computer & Laptop Repair
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified

Dothanpc.com (Mon-Sat)

2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South

334-828-1621 334-596-3250

Myers Construction LLC

Professional Quality Concrete
& Block Service. Free Est . 150 mile
radius from Dothan 334-447-7853
josephdmyers1@gmail.com

See us on facebook ( Joey Myers)
Milled Asphalt parking lots & driveways

(334) 219-0437
(334) 685-6039

FREE
ESTIMATES

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can handle any
of your construction needs!

CONCRETE WORK
driveways • foundations • slabs • patios

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Dozier & Tractor Work

MASONRY WORK
brick • block • stone

ADDITIONS & BATHROOM
REMODELING

Q U A L I T Y H O M E S

BLACK TOP SEALCOAT AND STRIPING, LLC
Residential and Commercial

* Asphalt Repair * Seal Coating * Striping
* Parking Lot Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES
Greg Mcginty Dan Mcginty
850-573-0080 850-658-2816

LICENSED & INSURED Lic#118000033042
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and Madrid, Spain. Their helicopters are similar to the UH-
60 Black Hawk and CH-47 Chinook. Although they are able 
to conduct casualty and medical evacuations, their mission 
will only be to transport troops and cargo in Iraq. 

TF Toro will declare full operational mobility on June 15 
and with the first female commander in charge of deploy-
ment operations, there will be high visibility. 

“I know I’m the first, but it feels normal,” said Gallego. 
“I never knew I was the first until someone told me. “We’ve 
had women in the Armed Forces for about 30 years; it makes 
sense to be promoted to other ranks, and it’s time for more 
women to command units. What’s really important is us suc-
cessfully completing our mission in Iraq.”

This is not the first deployment for Gallego. After three 
tours in Afghanistan and one tour in Bosnia, Gallego is con-
fident in TF Toro’s ability to successfully support Coalition 
forces.

“This is going to be a challenge because language is a con-
cern, but we will find a way to work and fly together,” said 
Gallego. We don’t have full access to TF Hurricanes’ infor-
mation because it’s secret, but we have all the information 
we need to fly safe.”

Most of the targets were engaged with 
the UH-60 Black Hawk in motion and 
some were fired on while the aircraft hov-
ered.

An evaluator inside the aircraft indicated 
which targets for the gunners to engage.

Pfc. Arthur Allen, an aircraft mechanic 
and crew chief from Uniondale, N.Y., said 
he liked air gunnery.

“It’s an intense feeling.” Arthur said. “A 
lot of control is needed but once you get on 
the guns it feels natural.”

A sensor system within the targets mea-
sure how many rounds hit the target, how 
many miss, and how many land in the gen-
eral area. Computers in the range tower 
displayed the data so Cordaro, the battal-
ion standardization instructor from East 
Patchogue, N.Y., could grade Soldier per-
formance.

Door gunnery is demanding for pilots 
as well, said Lt. Tyler Vorpahl, one of the 
company pilots from Troy, N.Y. There are 
specific routes pilots have to fly on the 
range and all crew members need to be 
aware of them, he explained.

“It’s a very dangerous portion of our 

training,” vorpahl said. “There’s a lot of 
crew coordination involved especially 
when rounds are firing. There are a lot of 
planning and safety considerations.”

During the flights, pilots and crew chiefs 
not only have to coordinate with each oth-
er, but also with a second aircraft also on 
the range flight route conducting the gun-
nery training.

The company began preparing last Octo-
ber for their July 27 deployment to the NTC 
rotation, after returning from a three-week 
deployment for disaster response missions 
to assist communities in Puerto Rico. The 
unit delivered relief supplies to remote or 
inaccessible communities recovering from 
Hurricane Maria, Garcia said. 

It has been challenging for his Soldiers 
to get everything done, Garcia said.

“As a Guard unit, we don’t get much time 
to train up for these rotations,” he added.

By Sunday, the Soldiers had fired 
113,000 7.62mm rounds, tossed 65 smoke 
grenades, thrown 20 artillery simulators 
and expended 55 star clusters.

“I think they did outstanding,” Cordaro 
said. “They did a great job preparing for 
this, and their tireless efforts have definite-
ly been noticed.”
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UH-60 Black Hawks assigned to the 1st Bn., 244th Av n. Regt., 449th CAB, land aboard the LHD 
Juan Carlos I (L-61), in the Arabian Gulf, May 23. 

PHOTO BY CAPT. BRIANA MCFARLAND 

Continued from Page B1

449th CAB

Continued from Page B1

Tra ining

A UH-60 Black Hawk flies over Fort Drum, N.Y., June 2. Soldiers from 
3rd Bn., 142nd Avn. Regt., were conducting aerial g unnery training to 
prepare for an event at the National Training Center. 

PHOTO By SPC. ANDReW vALeNZA
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Community
WARRIOR GAMES
Service dogs provide 
athletes love, laughter, 
support

Story on Page C3

The Landing Zone is one of the 
installation’s most popular dining 
destinations, and although the fa-
cility’s kitchen is currently under-
going restoration, the Fort Rucker 
staple is still open for business.

The restaurant is still operating 
under the same hours of operation, 
but the dining area is currently lo-
cated in the Legends room next to 
the main ballroom, said Hugo Sie-
gel, Fort Rucker business opera-
tions officer.

“If you make your way into the 
building, there are signs point-
ing the way and the hostess will 
be right there in the lobby by the 
fireplace to seat guests,” said Sie-
gel. “Although the menu has been 
slightly adjusted somewhat to ac-
commodate, fan favorites are still 
available.

“What we’re doing (with the 
renovation) is making the kitchen 
bigger to handle a higher volume 
and to be able to introduce some 
different menu items,” said Siegel. 
“The Landing was originally built 
as a bingo snack bar and doesn’t re-
ally hold up to the level of volume 
we normally see come through The 
Landing Zone.”

The Rapid Fire lunch special is 
still being offered, and at this time 
is offering two options every day 
instead of one, said the operations 
officer. The special comes with 
two sides and a roll for $8. “You 
can’t beat this price and it’s a full 
plate of food for lunch.”

People can also continue to place 
orders for pickup and full table ser-
vice is still available, said Siegel. 
“Nothing has really changed other 

than the location, for now.”
Although the dining area is in 

a new location, Siegel said The 
Landing Zone is still one of the 
quickest options for lunch on or off 
the installation.

“A lot of us don’t have a full hour 
for lunch,” he said. “When you 
think about it, you have to leave 
your office and go to lunch, so the 
time you have to spend is only a 
few minutes to get your lunch, es-

pecially when you go off post.
“When you go off post you have 

to wait in line at a drive through, 
or you have go somewhere to sit 
down to eat, but the biggest thing is 
you have to wait in line again when 
you’re coming back at the gate be-
cause everyone is trying to funnel 
back through,” he continued. “But 
The Landing Zone is right there 
down the street from most loca-
tions (on post) and I feel it’s very 

well centrally located from most 
places. If you want to call in your 
order before you leave your office, 
it’ll be ready by the time you get 
there.”

The Landing Zone is also open 
for dinner and there are specials 
throughout the week to cater to pa-
trons. Tuesday night features Kids 
Eat Free night, where up to two 
children can eat free from the chil-
dren’s menu with the purchase of 
an adult entrée.

Wednesdays are wing nights, 
and Fridays are steak nights where 
people can purchase two rib eye 
steaks for $26, said Siegel. “You 
can’t beat that.”

When the kitchen renovation is 
done, The Landing Zone will re-
lease a new menu to go along with 
its new kitchen.

“We will still be keeping a lot of 
the old classics and favorites, but 
we will be bringing some new flare 
and change up what we’ve always 
done so well,” said the operations 
officer.

The Landing Zone is open 
Mondays-Fridays from 11 a.m. to 
8 p.m., with hours extended to 9 
p.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays, 
and Sundays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more information on The 
Landing Zone, call 255-0768.

LANDING ZONE
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Candice Bass, Landing Zone server, serves up lunch to patrons at the current din -
ing location in the Legends room located on the opp osite side of the building from 
The Landing Zone.

PHOTO By NATHAN PFAU

Summer is in full swing and the southern 
heat is out in full force, but Fort Rucker has 
got the remedy to beat the heat with one of 
its most popular recreation destinations.

Splash! Pool and Spray Park is fully op-
erational and ready to serve the surround-
ing community with its double flume water 
slide, spray park, splash pad, diving board 
and aqua climb rock wall, said Ryan Clark, 
assistant aquatics manager.

The pool itself ranges from 3 1/2 feet at 
its shallowest to 11 1/2 feet at its deepest 
point.

For a short time, the spray park wasn’t op-
erational due to a faulty motor system pre-
venting water pumping through the system, 
but that has been fixed, and children can 
once again fully enjoy what Fort Rucker’s 
own water park has to offer, said Clark.

The spray park features four ring systems 
that spray water internally, as well as water 
cannons that children can use to spray each 
other with. There are also self-filling buck-
ets that randomly dump water on unsuspect-
ing park goers and there are geysers located 
around the spray pad.

There is also the tiki bar where patrons 
can purchase food and beverages during 
their visit.

The park is open Wednesdays-Mondays 

from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. with Tuesdays 
reserved for maintenance, and it is open to 
the public. Also, the facility is available for 
private parties after 5:30 p.m., which people 
can book by contacting the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Center.

Prices for admission depend on age and 
military affiliation.

Fort Rucker aquatics also sells season 
passes to the facility that can be purchased 
at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center 
on Andrews Avenue or at MWR Central on 
the first floor of the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700.

For more information on pricing and en-
trance fees for SPLASH!, call 255-2296 or 
visit https://rucker.armymwr.com/programs/
aquatics/.

Although the park is open for all ages, 
Clark reminds parents that all children 
should be accompanied by an adult, 18 
years or older, even if the children are profi-
cient swimmers.

Splash! will also host its first Christmas in 
July, July 28, where people can enjoy activi-
ties and games in the sun and get a chance to 
meet Santa Claus during his off season, said 
the assistant aquatics manager.

Also, beginning Aug. 6, the park will re-
turn to weekend hours only to coincide with 
children returning to school, so Clark said 
people should take advantage of the sum-
mer hours while they still can.

Dog Days of Summer, another popular 
event hosted by the park, will also return 
Sept. 9 to close out the season where people 
are invited to bring their canine friends to 
take a dip in the waters of the park.

During dog days, no patrons other 
than pets will be allowed in the pools for 

safety reasons.
Clark also reminds people to stay safe 

when visiting Splash! or any of Fort Ruck-
er’s watery destinations by wearing sun 
screen and staying hydrated throughout the 
day.

For more information, call 255-9162.

Children enjoy the spray park at SPLASH!
FILE PHOTOS

Post offers many ways to beat the heat in single location
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

SPLASH! INTO SUMMER

Children race down the double flume slides as they enjoy a day at 
SPLASH! Pool and Spray Park.

Fort Rucker dining staple open for business despite renovations
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FORT CARSON, Colo. — Tattered, well-loved teddy 
bears, elephants, cats, unicorns and a pig lay in a pile as 
Soldiers from the Fort Carson Veterinary Clinic prepared 
to patch up the stuffed animals at the Fort Carson Family 
Homes Community Center. 

The veterinary clinic staff held its third annual Teddy 
Bear Clinic May 22 through June 5. 

Military children and their Families brought in approx-
imately 50 stuffed animals to be repaired. The event pro-
vides veterinary Soldiers cross-training skills by practic-
ing various stitch patterns that prepare them to operate in 
a deployed environment. 

The training specifically gives the veterinary food in-
spector and the animal care specialist Soldiers the skills 
to assist the technicians during emergency trauma sce-
narios in their daily work and while deployed.

“I like doing these ones,” said Spc. Holly Jeansonne, 
animal care specialist, Fort Carson Veterinary Clinic, 
referring to an extremely torn up pink elephant. “About 
three years ago, I fixed a teddy bear whose face was 
ripped off. I’m going to add some stuffing and sutures. It 
won’t be too bad.”

During the clinic, Capt. Matthew Putnam, veterinar-
ian and intern, First Year Graduate Veterinary Education, 
Public Health Command District - Carson, gave a pre-
sentation on different suture types and techniques. He 
discussed different instruments and specifically the im-
portance of the square knot. 

“Our technicians are actually able to help do some of 
the closures (during surgery), but they don’t get a lot of 
practice, so this is an opportunity for them to actually get 
practice just doing those sutures,” said Putnam. “They 
will be able to tie about 50 to 75 knots each. They have 
an opportunity to do a lot of repetition.” 

Spc. Janae Brown, veterinary food inspector, practiced 
suturing techniques in the Teddy Bear Clinic for the first 
time this year. She was excited to learn they were repair-
ing military children’s stuffed animals. 

“I think that this is a good idea because I love helping 
people,” said Brown. “Being able to be hands-on and ac-
tually learn how to do this is a good experience.” 

Family members picked up their stuffed animals June 
4-5 from the veterinary clinic to ensure each patient 
continues to heal. The veterinary Soldiers returned the 
stuffed animals with candy labeled as medicine and a 
thank you note.

Shaylise Bowen, a family member, brought her three 
children to pick up their repaired stuffed animals. Her 
son said that he was happy to have his stuffed dog back. 

Maria Cooper, a family member, came in with her 
daughter to pick up their pink teddy bear, Princess, and 
her son’s stuffed animals, a frog and a pig. 

“My daughter liked the idea of bringing them to an 
animal hospital,” said Cooper. “She watches a lot of ‘Doc 
McStuffins.’”

The clinic also provides an opportunity for the com-
munity to check out the Fort Carson Veterinary Clinic 
and see what services are available. 

“It is a good way for us to get involved with our com-
munity and show them what the vet clinic does,” said 
Capt. Isabelle Gerbatsch, veterinarian and intern, First 
Year Graduate Veterinary Education, Public Health 
Command District - Carson. “Right now, there are a lot 
of Soldiers deploying from Fort Carson, and if we can 
bring a smile to any child’s face when they receive their 
teddy bear back in one piece – that makes this whole 
clinic worth it.”

A girl hugs her brother’s newly repaired frog 
June 4 while her mom, Maria Cooper, carries 
their large pig and pink teddy bear, Princess, 
dropped off to receive repairs from the vet-
erinary Soldiers during the third annual Ted-
dy Bear Clinic at the Fort Carson Veterinary 
Clinic, Colo.

Soldiers from the Fort Carson Veterinary Clinic rep air stuffed animals during the annual Teddy 
Bear Clinic May 31. 

PHOTOS By AMBeR MARTIN

‘TEDDY BEAR CLINIC’ 
By Amber Martin
For Army News Service

Event stitches together veterinary training with helping children

VISIT ARMYFLIER.COM.



COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colo. – While service members 
and veterans competed in sports 
ranging from track and field to 
wheelchair basketball this week 
at the U.S. Air Force Academy 
here in the 2018 Department of 
Defense Warrior Games, their 
companions stole the spotlight – 
the service dogs of the games.

CAIRO
Stats: Belgian Malinois, 2 1/2 

years old.
Owner: Air Force Staff Sgt. 

Brent young, 96th Security Forc-
es Squadron, Eglin Air Force 
Base, Florida, served for almost 
20 years.

Injury:  Post-traumatic stress 
and traumatic brain injury from 
two improvised explosive blasts 
and training combatives over the 
years and deployment to Iraq, 
2004-2005.

Sports: Archery, shooting, 
wheelchair basketball.

Personality: “She’s a big 
sweetheart to me and to people 
she cares about. She’s very pro-
tective and very vigilant,” young 
said. “She’s always paying atten-
tion to what’s going around and 
gives me a break from having to 
do it. At wheelchair basketball, 
we were able to pick our num-
bers, and I picked number 6 be-
cause she’s always got my six.”

Training and purpose: “When 
I start moving around, grinding 
my teeth and having nightmares, 
she’ll actually wake me up,” he 
said. “She’ll stand up on my bed 
and pounce on me until I wake 
up. I tell her, ‘Good girl.’ She 
catches it before the adrenaline 
dump happens. She breaks the 
cycle before I get agitated so I 
can get back to normal.”

Bonding: Young was original-
ly training with a golden retriev-
er when his grandfather passed 
away last year. His doctor didn’t 
want him to fly home alone, so 
his friend lent him Cairo, who 
was going through police train-
ing with her. “I was gone for 10 
days and in that amount of time, 
when we came back, my friend 
said, ‘Sometimes, the dog picks 
the person.’ We just bonded,” he 
said. “We’ve been inseparable 
since.”

Importance of the dogs at the 
games: “I wouldn’t have been 
able to get through the first part 
of the opening ceremony without 
her. I was out of there once the 
concert started,” he said. “Just 
getting up to that part, the con-
cert, I was pretty impressed I was 
able to, but I couldn’t have done 
it without her. Service dogs are 
absolutely necessary for people 
like me. She’s basically given me 
a life again outside of my house 
or work.”

CLYDE
Stats: American Eskimo Spitz, 

2 years old in September.
Owners: U.S. Special Opera-

tions Command Navy Lt. Patrick 
Ferguson, Naval Special Warfare 
Group 2, Little Creek, Virginia, 
and his fiancee, Debra esterces. 
She never served, but has post-
traumatic stress. He’s served for 
21 years.

Injury:  Ferguson – Post-
traumatic stress, traumatic brain 

injury, inner ear issues, medical 
issues from years of deployments 
to Iraq.

Sports: Archery, cycling, track 
and field, indoor rowing, power-
lifting, shooting, swimming.

Personality: “He’s energetic, 
attuned to his person, high ener-
gy. He has a very funny person-
ality,” esterces said. “He winks. 
He smiles. He puts a paw on you 
when you’re stressed out. He has 
an amazing personality.”

Training and purpose: “When 
I start getting really anxious or if 
he starts going down the rabbit 
hole, Clyde just walks up, puts 
his chin on his knee, and it’s an 
instant shift. He’s really good,” 
Esterces said.

“I have tremendous social 
anxieties, various trust issues 
with people in general. Clyde 
makes me engage with people 
when I don’t want to,” Ferguson 
said. “It’s just been so liberat-
ing. People want to engage here 
with shared experiences, and 
then when we’re at the mall, he’s 
a cute, fluffy white dog. It’s like 
I have a renewed sense of hope 
in humanity because of how I 
see people react to him. I think 
people are relatively good in na-
ture, but I’ve seen the worst in 

nature.”
Esterces said having grown 

up with German shepherds, she 
chose his breed on purpose so 
it would force her to socialize 
more. “I worked with my doctors, 
and then it just snowballed from 
there,” she said laughing because 
Clyde looks like a snowball. “It 
forces me to socialize.”

Ferguson said he can relax be-
cause Clyde stays alert and will 
have his back. “I love it. I’m 
more trusting where we sit at a 
restaurant. He’s got my back. He 
vibes off people. He’s so intelli-
gent,” he said proudly. “I wish he 
had a voice box like that movie, 
‘Up.’”

Esterces said Clyde has been 
instrumental in getting her out of 
the house, exercising, socializ-
ing, losing weight and giving her 
a healthier mental health.

Importance of dogs at games: 
“It’s amazing to see so many of 
them, and you don’t feel isolat-
ed,” Ferguson said.

“Clyde’s an icebreaker,” es-
terces said. “He was in a foul 
mood and couldn’t get out of his 
head, but then an athlete and his 
wife started talking to us about 
Clyde and both of them let their 
guards down. By the end, they 

were exchanging numbers and 
high-fiving each other.”

Clyde’s also become so popu-
lar at the games that he sat in Air 
Force Chief of Staff Gen. Da-
vid L. Goldfein’s lap and took 
a photo with the women’s swim 
team. “These big tough [Special 
Operations Command] guys, 
they’re all just like, ‘Look at the 
white fluffy dog,’” esterces said 
in a baby voice. “People can’t 
walk by without smiling at him. 
I’ve had people chase me down 
to get a picture with him. He has 
his own Instagram page.”

“We’re second class to him – 
he’s here all week. Kids will yell, 
‘He’s so fluffy!’” Ferguson said, 
laughing.

Both of them said they’re deter-
mined to get the Australian team 
to give Clyde the team mascot, 
the blow up kangaroo, or maybe 
the baby version, the small joey.

“Hey, Clyde needs a toy,” Fer-
guson said smiling.

COB
Stats: Chocolate lab, 4 years 

old.
Owners: Retired Navy Master 

Chief Petty Officer Rich Cur-
tis and his wife, Kimberly. He’s 
served for 28 years.

Injury: Traumatic brain injury 
and brain tumor in 2010; no ves-
tibular or acoustic nerve on the 
left side.

Sports: Cycling, swimming, 
wheelchair basketball.

Personality: Curtis said Cob 
has an old man’s soul. “He’s 4, 
going on 40,” he said. He also 
joked that he’s a stoner dog, born 
in Cocoa Beach. “He can literally 
fall asleep leaning up against the 
wall, just sitting, sitting straight 
up on the airplane. He fell asleep 
on the bus last night sitting up. I 
keep waiting to hear, ‘Dude, you 
got a brownie or some Cheetos?’ 
He’s got that gentle soul. He’s al-
ways been calm.”

Training and purpose: Cob 
works as a medical alert dog for 
sensory alert overload purposes 
and path guidance. Rich said he 
tends to drift. Cob will also help 
with mental health, as well. “Cob 
will bump his leg or sit up sud-
denly. It helps me become more 
aware when he’s going through 
different things. It’s very calm-
ing,” Kimberly said. “When they 
travel together, I know he’s not 
by himself, so it makes me feel 
better.”

Importance of the dogs at the 
games: Rich said having Cob at 
the games and in his life has been 
indescribable. “There are times 
already here where teammates 
have reminded me, ‘Just love 
Cob right now,” he said. “He’ll 
bump. He’ll stand up and get in 
my face or sit up. He tells me, 
‘you’re not good. I need you to 
focus.’ I hope someday that train-
ers are nationally certified so that 
if there’s ever an issue, they can 
check the accreditation of the 
trainer, not the dog, and continue 
to let us have anonymity through 
[the Americans With Disabilities 
Act]. Having service dogs, the 
importance, there’s just no word, 
no metric.”

CALI BEAR
Stats: Half lab, half golden re-

triever, 4 years old in July.
Owner: Medically retired Ma-

rine Corps Staff Sgt. Beth Grauer, 
military police for 15 years.

Injury: Post-traumatic stress 
and traumatic brain injury from 
deployments to Iraq in 2005 and 
2007.

Sports: Track and swimming.
Personality: “Some days, we 

butt heads because we’re both 
stubborn, but for the most part, 
she’s a social butterfly, and I’m 
not,” Grauer said. “She was 
originally supposed to be a guide 
dog, but she was too hyper.”

Training and purpose: “She’ll 
wake me up from nightmares. 
She’ll block and part crowds,” 
Grauer said. “I’ve also had to use 
her for balance, so she’ll brace 
for me when I get up so she’ll 
steady me.”

Bonding and training: Grau-
er said it took four months, four 
times a week working with her to 
pass an access test before taking 
her home to see if the bond was 
still present at home in that en-
vironment. They continued train-
ing from there to pass the certifi-
cation test and continue training 
to maintain certification.

Importance of the dogs at the 
games: “She’s definitely made 
me live life again,” she said. “It’s 
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Cairo, Air Force Staff Sgt. Brent Young’s service dog, 
waits for Young as he competes in archery during the 
2018 DOD Warrior Games at the U.S. Air Force Academy 
in Colorado Springs, Colo., June 7. 

PHOTO By ROGeR L. WOLLeNBeRG

DOD WARRIOR GAMES 
By Shannon Collins 
Defense Media Activity

Service dogs provide athletes love, laughter, support 

Television personality Harper Babin pets a service dog named Clyde at the 2018 DOD 
Warrior Games archery competition at the U.S. Air F orce Academy in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., June 7. 

PHOTO By eJ HeRSOM

Marine Corps veteran Beth 
Grauer kneels next to her 
service dog, Cali Bear, 
during a 2018 DOD War -
rior Games field practice 
at Cheyenne Mountain 
High School in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., May 27. 

PHOTO By MARINe CORPS
 SGT. DREW TECH



very important to have her here, with all 
of the commotion and the noise. The noise 
hurts her, too. The camaraderie here has 
been good for her. She loves dogs. She’s 
a social butterfly. It’s just me and my two 
cats in Pueblo. When I take her vest and 
[leash] off, she goes nuts.”

Advice for people who approach service 
dogs: “Ask before petting and know that 
from day to day, you don’t know how the 
handler is,” Gauer said. “If they’re firm 
with you, it’s not because they want to be a 
jerk. It’s just because they’re having a hard 
day and the dog needs to work harder.”

ZEUS
Stats: Chocolate lab, pit bull mix; 1.7 

years old.
Owner: Medically retired Air Force Se-

nior Airman Rafael Morfinenciso, medical 
administration for seven years.

Injury:  Post-traumatic stress, back trau-
ma from active shooter incident in 2016.

Sports: Archery, cycling, track and 
field, indoor rowing, powerlifting, shoot-
ing, swimming.

Personality: “He’s very outgoing; he 
loves people. He loves making sure every-
body’s OK. Sometimes he acts like he’s in 
charge, but little does he know that’s not 
going to fly with me,” Morfinenciso said.

Training and purpose: “He wakes me 
up when I have night terrors,” he said. 
“He’s really good at smelling right before 
I get emotional and cry. He’s always en-
gaging me. When I get angry, even though 
I feel a little mean and try to push him 
away when I’m a little upset, he tries to do 
his best and calm me down.”

Importance of dogs at the games: 
“He’s been awesome,” Morfinenciso said. 
“Just from the anxiety of all the people 
sometimes and all the events and the yell-
ing and screaming. Having him there al-
ways stimulating me, right there, is pretty 
much everything for me.”

Importance of service dogs: “I had 
to start taking him out, and it made me 
have to get out,” he said, scratching Zeus’ 
ears. “I didn’t want to, honestly. He’s so 
social and engages people. It makes me 
more prone to engage people now. He’s a 
big reason why I’m able to get out and do 
more things. I know a lot of people that if 
they had had a service dog, they probably 
wouldn’t have committed suicide. Having 
a best friend who’s always there for you, 
no matter what, it’s fundamental, and more 
people should have service dogs. There’s 
usually a two-year waiting list, that’s how 
much we need them.”

KONA
Stats: Golden retriever, 3 years old.
Owner: Medically retired Navy Petty 

Officer 3rd Class Abbie Johnson, musi-
cian for four years.

Injury:  Service-connected post-trau-
matic stress and traumatic brain injury.

Sports: Track, cycling, indoor rowing, 
swimming.

Personality: Gentle.
Training and purpose: “He wakes me 

up if I’m having night terrors. He looks 
for if I’m shaking or grinding my teeth,” 
Johnson said.

Bonding: “He’s been with me every 
step of the way. I got him shortly after 
everything happened, and I started my re-
covery journey,” she said. “He was fully 
certified by the time he was a year old. 
He’s just been a great support. He’s seen 
me through the worst, and he’s seen me 
through the best, too.”

Importance of dogs at games: “It helps 
me relax more and be myself. I know I 
won’t be judged here for having a service 
dog because I look young and fit,” John-
son said. “We’re family here.”

Advice for the public: “My life has 
changed so much for the better since I’ve 
had him. Even though you may not vis-
ibly see what we’re going through, we still 
need them just as much as anybody else,” 
she said.

DOGS SUPPORTING OTHER 
TEAMS

Lt. Allison Laker, a naval warfare of-
ficer in the Canadian navy stationed in 
Ottawa, has served 12 years. She has 
post-traumatic stress and a service dog 
she left at home. She’s been visiting the 
academy’s horses and the service dogs 
here at the games.

“I’ve been all over the dogs every-
where,” she said. “There’s more pictures 

of me and dogs than pictures of me doing 
a sport. They’re great.”

Hillary Conway, the United Kingdom 
team’s swim coach, said a woman from 
her team suffered an anxiety attack during 
a concert at the games. ”One of the guys 
with a [service] dog came straight over 
outside with his dog and really helped 
her,” she said.“We shared a shirt with him. 
Everyone has been really supportive. The 
camaraderie has been amazing.”

C4  ★฀฀JUNE 14, 2018 ฀❘฀฀ARMYFLIER.COM

Air Force veteran Senior Airman Rafael Morfinenciso and his service dog, Zeus, take a 
break from training for the 2018 DOD Warrior Games at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colo-
rado Springs, Colo., June 1.
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Service dogs

Navy Command Master Chief Richard Curtis of Team Navy speaks to his service dog, Cob, during a 
DOD Warrior Games wheelchair volleyball practice at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., May 31. 

PHOTO By AIR FORCe STAFF SGT. CARLIN LeSLIe

Retired Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class Abbie Johnson, from Oronoco, Minn., pets her service dog, Kona, 
during swim practice at the 2018 DOD Warrior Games at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., June 4. 

PHOTO By NAvy PeTTy OFFICeR 2ND CLASS JACOB MILHAM 
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3823 Ross Clark C฀rcle NW, Dothan, AL 36303 • www.j฀msk฀nnerhonda.com • 334-671-8100

IT JUST

FEELS RIGHT!

Jim Skinner
Honda

2015 Honda Accord LX
100,000 MILE WARRANTY

2013 Honda Civic SI

$

2016 Honda Pilot Touring
100,000 MILE WARRANTY

2008 GMC
Acadia SLT

LOADED

$8,990

2017 Nissan Altima

$1

2013 Chevrolet Cruze LTZ
LOADED

2015 Honda Accord EX-L V-6
100,000 MILE WARRANTY | 9,497 MILES

$2020,998

2017 Honda Civic LX
100,000 MILE WARRANTY

$

2014 Kia Soul Exclaim
LOADED

0

IT JUST

FEELS RIGHT!

Jim Skinner
Honda

2017 Nissan Frontier SV
4X4

$$24

W$

$14,

$1$17,9

W
AS

$18,998

$15,9

$34
$15

$13

ON POST
YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO FORT RUCKER EVENTS , SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS NOON THURSDAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S EDITION.

The Landing Zone renovation 
The Landing Zone kitchen is currently undergoing a 

kitchen renovation to help it better serve the Fort Rucker 
community, according to Directorate of Family, and Mo-
rale, Welfare and Recreation officials. During the renova-
tion, The Landing Zone will be closed; however, food and 
beverage operations will continue in the Legends room 
next to the main ballroom. Lunch and dinner operations 
will have a slightly adjusted menu during this time. The 
Coffee Zone will also be relocated to the main lobby area 
of The Landing. 

For more information, call 255-0768.

Child care available
The Fort Rucker School Age Center has spaces available 

for before and after school care. The school age center is 
available for children kindergarten through fifth grade. 

For more information, call 255-9638.

School Age Center Summer Camp
The School Age Center will offer its summer camp for 

children Kindergarten through 5th grade starting May 29 
through Aug. 3. The camps will be offered every Mon-
days - Fridays from 8:30-11:00 am. The following camps 
will be available: dinosaur/fossil, rainforest/jungle, foren-
sic/human body and solar system/space. Each camp will 
last for 2 weeks and will give children an opportunity to 
meet new friends, do arts and crafts, go swimming and 
bowling each weekly, and learn life skills. Breakfast, 
lunch and snacks will be served daily. All children must 
be enrolled with child and youth services and fees must 
be paid weekly.

For more information, call 255-9108 or 255-9638.

Kids Golf Clinic
Silver Wings Golf Course will host a Kids Golf Clinic 

conducted by PGA Pro Ty Andersen on Tuesdays in June 
and July for children ages 6-8 and Fridays in June and 
July for children ages 9-18. Cost is $89 for children 6-8 
and $125 for children 9-18. The Tuesday clinics will be 
held from 9:30-10:30 a.m. June 5, 12, 19 and 26, and 
July 10, 17, 24 and 31. The Friday clinics will be held 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. June 8, 15, 22 and 29, and July 
13, 20, 27 and Aug. 3. For more information, call 255-
0089.

Soccer Registration
Youth Soccer registration is open now through July 31, 

and practice will begin Aug. 6. Cost for registration is $25 
for ages 3-4 and $45 for ages 5-14. Soccer is available in 
the following age groups: 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, and 
13-14. All registrants must also be registered with Child 
Youth Services and have a current sports physical. A par-
ents meeting will be held at the youth Center, Bldg. 2800, 
on Aug. 2 at 6 p.m. Prospective coaches are needed.

For more information on registration or coaching, call 
255-2257, 255-2254 or 255-9638.

Football and Cheerleading Registration
Youth football and cheerleading registration is open 

through July 31. Cost for football registration is $65 per 
child and age groups are 9-10 and 11-12. Cost for cheer-
leading registration is $45 per child and age groups are 
8-9 and 10-11. There are also two mascot spots available 
for each age group and cost is $25 per child. Practices 
will begin Aug. 6 and a parents meeting will be held at 
the youth Center, Bldg. 2800, Aug. 1 at 6 p.m. All regis-
trants must also be registered with Child Youth Services 
and have a current sports physical. Prospective coaches 
are needed.

For more information on registration or coaching, call 
255-2257, 255-2254 or 255-9638.

Summer Reading Program: Reading Takes You 
Everywhere!

The Fort Rucker Center Library is hosting the 2018 
Summer Reading Program. The program is open to chil-
dren ages 4-17 and runs through July 31, and all partici-
pants must be authorized patrons. People can register and 
long reading times online at https://ftruckercenterlibrary.
beanstack.org. Children will be presented with prizes for 
each milestone they reach. The last day to log time will 
be July 20.

For more information, call 255-3885.

Craft Adventures
The Fort Rucker Arts and Crafts Center hosts its Craft 

Adventure every Saturday through Aug. 4 from 1-3 p.m. 
Each session the center will host a different children’s 
craft adventure for children ages 5 and older. Cost is 
$10. 

For more information, call 255-9020.

Youth Extreme Fitness
Fort Rucker Youth Sports is hosting Youth Extreme 

Fitness now through June 29 at the Youth Sports Football 
Fields from 6-7 p.m. The event is open to ages 8-18 years 

old and workouts will include low crawling, tire flipping, 
pulling rope, running and sled pushing. All participants 
must be registered with child youth services and have a 
current sports physical.

For more information or to register, call 255-9638, 255-
2254 or 255-2257.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for June 14-17

TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

Thursday, June 14 Friday, June 15 Saturday, June 16 Sunday, June 17

Incredibles 2 (PG) ....................4 & 7 p.m.Avengers: Infinity War (PG-13) .......7 p.m. Incredibles 2 (PG) ....................4 & 7 p.m. Incredibles 2 (PG) ....................1 & 4 p.m.

DFMWR 
SPOTLIGHT
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Parks guide
The “2018 Guide to Georgia State Parks and Historic 

Sites” can help people plan spring break, summer vaca-
tions or even family reunions. The free booklet is filled 
with tips on the ideal hiking trails, fishing spots, cab-
ins, campsites and company picnics. Produced annu-
ally by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 
the travel guide features colorful photos from all across 
the Peach State.

For a free copy, call 770-389-7286 or stop by any 
Georgia State Park or State Historic Site. An online 
version can be found at GeorgiaStateParks.org. Out-
door enthusiasts and history buffs can keep up with the 

latest news and discounts by signing up for the park 
system’s e-newsletter at GeorgiaStateParks.org/enews 
or following them on Facebook at Facebook.com/geor-
giastateparks.

Palafox Market
Downtown Pensacola hosts its Palafox Market Sat-

urdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays at Martin Lu-
ther King Plaza. Admission is free to the market that 
features fresh produce, live plants, baked goods, fine 
art, antiques and more. Items originate directly from 
onsite vendors who grow, make, or create the fruits, 
vegetables, herbs and art for sale, according to organiz-
ers. The event takes place rain or shine.

For more information, call 850-434-5371 or visit 
http://palafoxmarket.com/.

Southern Thunder
Inspired by the Alabama Gang’s influence on auto rac-

ing, Vulcan Park and Museum showcases its latest Linn-
Henley Gallery exhibition through December. Southern 
Thunder: The Legacy of Alabama Auto Racing, presented 
by the Jefferson County Commission, will showcase hair-
raising stories and bring to life the impact that auto rac-
ing in Alabama had on the regional and national scenes, 
according to organizers. The exhibit relives this thrilling 
piece of Alabama history when driving by the seat of your 
pants wasn’t a figure of speech and explains why this leg-
acy is the foundation for auto racing in Alabama today.

Daily admission rates: adults, $6; Seniors (65 and old-
er) and military, $5; children ages 5-12, $4; and children 4 
years and younger are admitted for free.

For more information, visit http://visitvulcan.com/.

ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion 
Post 80 hosts a dance with live music every 
Saturday from 7:30-11:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast 
is served Sundays, and games and TVs 
are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, 
weddings, and hails and farewells.  For more 
information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-
6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber of 
Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural and 
Convention Center. For more information, 
call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

NOW-JULY 20 - The Wiregrass Museum 
of Arts will hsot Summer Art Camps for ages 
18 months to 18 years.Offerings include 
Discovering Art, Stop-Motion Animation, 
Arty Pants for toddlers, Art Around the 
World, and two clay camps -- Exploring 
Ceramic Forms, for high-school students, 
and Clay Explorations for younger artists. 

Cost is $45-$75 for WMA members and $55-
$85 for not-yet members. Scholarships are 
available. Onlie registration is available at 
https://www.wiregrassmuseum.org/camps/. 
For more information, call 794-3871 or email 
education@wiregrassmuseum.org.

ONGOING — Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter 87 meets the third Thursday of each 
month at 6 p.m. at the Doug Tew Recreation 
Center. For more information, call 334-86-
0217 Ext. 122 or email davchapter87@gmail.
com. The chapter maintains office hours at 
545 West Main St. (Mixon Business Center, 
Rm. 122), Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. to assist, 
free of charge, disabled veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation claims 
and other benefits.

ENTERPRISE

ONGOING — The enterprise Baseball 
League is currently seeking players for the 
upcoming season. High school students, 
college students and adults are invited to 
participate. For more information, call 389-
5972.

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County Relay 
for Life meets the last Tuesday of the month 
at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. For more infor-
mation, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING —  Residents are invited 

to town hall meetings on the first Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. For more infor-
mation, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

JUNE 21 — The Disabled American 
Veterans Wiregrass Chapter 99 meeting 
will be held at 6 p.m. in the New Brockton 
Senior Center. Officers for the upcoming 
year will be nominated. For more,  call 
Charles Lobdell at 718-5707.

ONGOING — The Disabled American 
Veterans Wiregrass Chapter 99 Veterans 
Assistance office is open Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 9-11:00 a.m. except on 
federal holidays. The office is located in 
the town hall.

OZARK

ONGOING — Every Wednesday, the 
Ozark-Dale County Public Library hosts 
free Wii Zumba from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Teens and adults are invited. For more 
information, call 774-5480.

ONGOING— Every Monday through 
Friday, aerobic classes are open to the 
public at the Autrey Recreation Center 
from 8-10 a.m. Call 774-2042 for more 
information.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited 
to the Cross Country Workshop every 

Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church. For more information, 
call 983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — American Legion Post 
78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 

ONGOING — The Samson City 
Council meets monthly the first and third 
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson 
Community Center. 

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 
Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall 
and features music from the 40s, 50s, and 
60s with finger foods and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes 
at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

JUNE 21 — The Brundidge Historical 
Society will present story performer 
Dolores Hydock at its June Buggin’ 
summer event beginning at 12 p.m. at the 
We Piddle Around Theater in Brundidge. 
Tickets are $20 and include the pre-show, 
lunch with dessert and the performance. 

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, call 344-9427, 685-5524 or 670-
6302.

Wiregrass community calendar
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JEREMY HENDERSON WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHENDERSON@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs

2018

Voting begins
June 24, 2018!

dothaneagle.com
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DIGITAL MARKETING 101
Marketing Solutions for

Tomorrow’s Business

Marketing your business today is all about people – and that’s

what we deliver. Whether it’s about targeting your message

to people you want to become your customers, people who

want to be your customers or people who are already your

customers, our solutions are all about delivering the right

message at the right time to the right people.

As you might have discovered, crafting that message and

finding those people in the fragmented media world today

can be tough.

Be our guest on June 27 and experience

DIGITAL MARKETING ... SIMPLIFIED!

RSVP today at dothaneagle.com/seminar

WE’RE HERE AND READY TO HELP!

� ������ ������ ������������ ����


� �������� � ����
 	��������

� ������ ������ 	�������� ���	


� �����
 	���� 	��������

� 	���
� 	��������

� ������� ��������

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27
at Alexander’s

179 Honeysuckle Rd., Suite 6 | Dothan, Alabama
Breakfast Session at 8 AM Lunch Session at Noon

Refreshments will be served at both sessions

hat’s
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o

r

y

RSVP today
and register

to win a
Digital Advertising

��������
valued at over

$3,000!



DOTHAN
VOLKSWAGEN

N EUROPEANSUPERSTORE!
2730 Ross ClaRk C฀RCle • Dothan • 334-726-6356 • 877-554-8896

15 LEXUS ES 350

14 GMC SIERRA
2500 HD DENALI

14 MERCEDES-BENZ E350

17 NISSAN
FRONTIER SV

15 GMC YUKON DENALI ‘17 VOLVO V60

$32,780$21,899$24,841$39,988

SHOP ONLINE AT: DOTHANVW.COM

Power to the
volks.

0 DOWN
AS LOW AS

$399
PER MO*

Stoc # AT11366
* W.A.C. PLUS T.T. & L. Some restrictions apply. See Dealer for details.

Offer expires June 30, 2018. PHOTO FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.

0 DOWN
AS LOW AS

$249
PER MO*

Stock# PS11449
* W.A.C. PLUS T.T. & L. Some restrictions apply. See Dealer for details.

Offer expires June 30, 2018. PHOTO FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.

0 DOWN
AS LOW AS

$298
PER MO*

Stock# TG11464
* W.A.C. PLUS T.T. & L. Some restrictions apply. See Dealer for details.

Offer expires June 30, 2018. PHOTO FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.

0 DOWN
AS LOW AS

$238
PER MO*

Stock# JT11385
* W.A.C. PLUS T.T. & L. Some restrictions apply. See Dealer for details.

Offer expires June 30, 2018. PHOTO FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.

0 DOWN
AS LOW AS

$672
PER MO*

Stock # TG11169
* W.A.C. PLUS T.T. & L. Some restrictions apply. See Dealer for details.

Offer expires June 30, 2018. PHOTO FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.

0 DOWN
AS LOW AS

$299
PER MO*

Stock# BT11108
* W.A.C. PLUS T.T. & L. Some restrictions apply. See Dealer for details.

Offer expires June 30, 2018. PHOTO FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.

0 DOWN
0% INTEREST

$367PER MO*
Stock# GW11101

* W.A.C. PLUS T.T. & L. Some restrictions apply. See Dealer for details.
Offer expires June 30, 2018. PHOTO FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.

0 DOWN
AS LOW AS

$393
PER MO*

Stock# GT11473
* W.A.C. PLUS T.T. & L. Some restrictions apply. See Dealer for details.

Offer expires June 30, 2018. PHOTO FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.

*6 years/72,000 miles (whichever occurs first) New
Vehicle Limited Warranty on MY2018 VW vehicles, excluding e-Golf.

Claim based on manufacturers’ published data on length and
transferability of car and SUV Bumper-to-Bumper/Basic warranty

only. Not based on other separate warranties. See owner’s literature
or dealer for warranty exclusions and limitations.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

DOTHAN
VOLKSWAGEN

18 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO1500 LT

‘08 JEEP WRANGLER
UNLIMITED SAHARAUNLIMITED SAHARA

$16,999$29,849 $42,995 $22,985
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COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — The 2018 Depart-
ment of Defense Warrior Games, described by a senior Air 
Force leader as ‘absolutely’ successful and inspirational, 
drew to a close at the U.S. Air Force Academy June 9.

After a week of competition, more than 608 medals 
were presented at over 11 events to athletes from the Ma-
rine Corps, Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force, Army, U.S. 
Special Operations Command, as well as the United King-
dom, Australian and Canadian armed forces.

For the first time in DOD Warrior Games history, the 
games hosted the Canadian armed forces, held three new 
sports – indoor rowing, powerlifting and the cycling time 
trial and held a two-day sports expo, where 450 family 
members experienced wheelchair rugby and tennis, fam-
ily archery and shooting, and sled hockey, said Air Force 
Lt. Gen. Gina Grosso, 2018 DOD Warrior Games direc-
tor.

Grosso recognized the athletes, families, Air Force 
Academy team, the mayor of Colorado Springs and the 
hundreds of volunteers who supported the games.

INSPIRATIONAL WARRIOR GAMES
Air Force Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Stephen W. Wilson 

said the success of the games could be measured “by the 
smiles given and shared by the lives saved, by the steps 
forward the athletes are making and by the inspiration that 
you’ve given to everyone here.”

“If that’s how we define success, I’d say these games 
were absolutely, unbelievably successful,” Wilson said.

This year’s Warrior Games also showcase unity among 
the participating partners and allies, Wilson said. “For all 
of our coalition partners, just like we fight together, we 
compete together,” he said. “You make us all better and 
stronger. There’s never been a more important time in our 
nation to have partners and allies and friends like you. 
Thank you, very much.”

Wilson said the athletes are an “inspiration for not only 
the Department of Defense, but for this whole nation and 
all of our partner nations.”

Wilson also thanked the coaches, caregivers, supporters 
and families.

STEWART’S CONGRATULATIONS
Jon Stewart, who’s hosted the DOD Warrior Games for 

the past three years, also congratulated the athletes and 
their families.

“It’s an honor,” Stewart said. “I walk out of here twice 
the man I was walking in here, and you all make that pos-
sible. I’m so thankful for the opportunity. From my family 
to you, from the bottom of my heart, thank you for every-
thing you do.

“You’re the best of us. Thank you,” he added.

D
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Health
HUNTING ON POST
Outdoor recreation is offering 
a Hunting Incentive Program  

See Briefs on Page D3and Fitness

Army Gen. Raymond A. Thomas III, com-
mander of U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand, accepts the Department of Defense 
Warrior Games torch from Air Force Vice 
Chief of Staff Gen. Stephen W. Wilson dur-
ing closing ceremonies for the 2018 games 
at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., June 9. 

PHOTO BY EJ HERSOM

By Shannon Collins
Defense Media Activity

SEE INSPIRATIONAL, PAGE D3

Leaders, celebrities salute ‘inspirational’ games

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – More than 300 
athletes and 500 family members shared tears and 
laughter and made lifelong friends over the past eight 
days during the 2018 DOD Warrior Games here.

Wounded, ill and injured service members repre-
senting teams from the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, 
Coast Guard, Air Force and U.S. Special Operations 
Command, along with allied armed forces from the 
United Kingdom, Australia and Canada competed in 
shooting, archery, cycling, track and field, powerlift-
ing, indoor rowing, swimming sitting volleyball and 
wheelchair basketball June 1 through today at the U.S. 
Air Force Academy.

For many of the athletes, this was their first year 

SEE FRIENDSHIPS, PAGE D3

Athletes build 
friendships through 
competition
By Shannon Collins
Defense Media Activity

British army Lt. Cmdr. Jason Saunders 
hugs Army Pfc. Lauren Jahn, who went 
on to win silver in recurve archery, during 
the 2018 DOD Warrior Games at the U.S. 
Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., June 7. 

PHOTO BY ROGER L. WOLLENBERG

Continually gaining in popularity, disc 
golf is a sport that mixes competitive edge 
with a leisurely pace.

Fort Rucker’s course has been a catalyst 
for the sports’ growth locally, according 
to Ramon Barber, Fort Rucker sports pro-
grams coordinator, who added that he feels 
camaraderie, competition, an abundance 
of free facilities and a short learning curve 
have helped its growth.

“Disc golf is easy for someone to pick 
up,” he said. “You can grow from not play-
ing at all to being competitive within two 
months of playing regularly.”

Barber said the Beaver Lake course, of-
fering more than 90 minutes of play time, 
presents unique challenges to competitors.

“The lake is a tough hole,” he said. “It is 
the decision hole. You can try to throw over 
the lake or go around and have one extra 
throw. The distance of some of the holes 
is also challenging. Playing in the woods 
makes it very challenging.”

Disc golf is played much like traditional 
golf, but instead of using a ball and clubs, 
players use a flying disc. Whether you’re a 
novice or professional, it is easy to develop 
proficiency on the course. 

The course, located at Beaver Lake, is 
an 18-hole, 55-par course that follows the 
Beaver Lake trail, for the most part. It of-
fers varying levels of difficulty with very 
basic holes with no hazards or trees to more 
advanced holes with water traps and ob-
stacles.

The rules of disc golf are also similar to 
the game of ball golf in that the goal is to 
use as few strokes as possible to throw a 
disc from a designated spot into a basket.

Disc golf has been around for quite some 
time, but was formalized in the 1970s, and 
began to gain most of its popularity in the 
1990s and early 2000s among the college 
crowd. According to the Professional Disc 
Golf Association, which has more than 
50,000 members, there are more 4,000 
courses around the world.

Another one of the draws of disc golf is 
that it is a non-contact sport that is open to 
all ages, and playing an entire round of disc 
golf, 18 holes, takes anywhere from 45-90 
minutes, depending on the amount of play-

ers, and costs little to no money.
“Disc golf is very family-oriented,” Bar-

ber said. “Because it’s outdoors, you can 
bring a stroller, your dog and your entire 
family to play. 

“The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness center 
offers discs to purchase or rent,” he added. 
“So, if you just want to try the sport for the 
day, you can rent discs.  Once you become 
addicted, you will want to purchase your 
own. We offer them in many colors and 
weights.”

Discs are available to rent. All discs must 
be returned by close of business. If the disc 
is not returned, a $7 fee will be charged. The 
course is open to the public. Disc check-out 
is open to authorized patrons only. 

According to Barber, disc golf is not dif-
ficult to learn. However, joining in with 
an experienced player can help reduce the 
learning curve.

“Get with an avid player and let them 
show you the ins and outs,” he said. “Groups 
meet most every Saturday and Sunday 

around 9-10 a.m. to play.  Discs are a little 
different to throw than a Frisbee.  There are 
different discs for different distances. The 
best thing you can do is rent them and de-
termine what you like.  

“I personally used a putting disc for most 
of my first game,” he added. “It was the 
only one I could get to go straight. Patrons 
can go to the Fort Rucker Freedom Flyers 
Disc Golf Club on Facebook to ask ques-
tions or find out times to play.”

For more information, call 255-2296.

Then-CW4 Bryan Topham takes a throw at one of the baskets on the disc golf course in this file photo.
PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

LET IT FLY
Post disc golf course offers different strokes

2018 DOD WARRIOR GAMES
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Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.



competing at the Warrior Games, and the biggest chal-
lenge was showing up.

SMALL VICTORIES
“For some of our guys, getting on the plane was their 

gold medal,” said Hillary Conway, the swim coach for 
the U.K. team. “Some of the team wouldn’t have gotten 
on a plane six months or a year ago. Winning a medal is 
an absolute bonus. For them to be here and thriving is 
absolutely amazing.”

She said the U.K., Canada, Australia and U.S. teams 
all look after each other. “We’ve been made to feel so 
welcome,” she said. “Everybody is so helpful. Our guys 
feel really appreciated. Being undervalued is very com-
mon among people who have mental health or physical 
injuries. We’ve been made to feel like absolute royalty.”

Her team came from all over the U.K. and just started 
gelling with each other. “It’s become a nice, tight-knit 
group who are looking after each other, but we’re being 
looked after by other teams as well,” she said.

Conway noted one instance was when a U.S. athlete 
with a service dog helped a U.K. athlete who had an anxi-
ety attack during the opening ceremony.

“He came straight outside with his dog and helped her,” 
she said. “She shared a shirt with him today. Everybody 
appreciates what everyone else has been through. It’s 
been lovely.”

RUNNING PARTNER
Anthony Dieli, a medically retired former Navy petty 

officer, was originally only going to compete in the 100- 
and the 200-meter runs, but enjoyed it so much that he 
decided to run the 400-meter as well. He said he was a 
little nervous to run at first because with his Alzheimer’s, 
his leg begins to drag a little.

His wife, Carolina, said the support and encouragement 
of his team and family gave him the strength to run the 
races. He also inspired Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. Rob 
Jones, a bilateral amputee, to finish a race with him. Jones 
finished the 400-meter race and doubled back to finish 
with Dieli.

Carolina said she also enjoys the camaraderie amongst 
the service members and how they pick on each other. 
“They’ll be sitting down and some of the guys will be 
sitting in a wheelchair, and they’ll say, ‘Hey, get up,’ but 
they’re joking. They’re like brothers and sisters. They’re 
family. All of the support is just awesome. It makes a huge 
difference.”

SHARING JOY
Tiffany Hudgins, a former Marine Corps gunnery ser-

geant competing on the U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand team, said she saw some Australian athletes putting 
glitter on in the bathroom. 

“I told them, ‘Solid, I love it.’ Why didn’t I think of 
that? I love how everybody’s interested in each other’s 
culture, and we’re asking questions. It’s not weird. It’s 
great,” she said.

The Australian team brought back their inflatable kan-
garoo and baby kangaroo, or joey. They also have an Aus-
tralian flag with a broom for the flagpole.

“We had to bring the ‘roo; it was such a big hit last year. 

It had to come back with a sibling, the little joey,” said 
Geoffrey Stokes, head coach for the Australian team and 
a retired Royal Australian Navy warrant officer. Last year, 
the baby ‘roo went home with Jon Stewart.

“It’s hard to explain when you’re a 55-year old man on 
an airplane. It’s my service ‘roo,” Jon Stewart said during 
opening ceremonies.

As for the broom flagpole, “It’s not the right flagpole, 
but it sends a message – we can clean up after us,” Stokes 
quipped. “We’re really pleased to be here and really 
grateful for the invitation to participate in such a fantastic 
event, to be able to socialize with like-minded people go-
ing through the same type of journey.”

Socom’s Navy Lt. Patrick Ferguson and his fiancé, 
Debra Esterces, said they hoped to sweet talk the Auss-
ies into letting their popular Warrior Games service dog, 
Clyde, take home the little joey for a toy.

“I’m going to steal that kangaroo,” Ferguson joked.
“No one’s going to see a white fluffy dog with a kanga-

roo?” Esterces said laughing.

TEAM SPIRIT AND UNDERSTANDING
Canadian army Bombardier Jason Melo said being at 

the Warrior Games is important for recovery because he 
can be around people who understand what he’s going 
through.

“At home, I don’t deal with a lot of people who un-
derstand what I’m going through, who can just look at 
you and know, hey, I’ve got to walk away for a second. 
They’re not in your face, saying, ‘What’s wrong?’ They 
understand. It’s definitely been a humbling experience to 
be around everybody,” he said.

The athletes recognized Stewart’s work 
at the games for the past few years by giv-
ing him heartfelt thanks and a DoD War-
rior Games flag signed by the athletes and 
their families.

HONORING THE FALLEN
During closing ceremonies, the Air Force 

band, “Blue Steel” played an acoustic ver-
sion of “Amazing Grace” as photos were 
displayed to honor previous DOD Warrior 
Games athletes who’ve passed away in 
the past year – Air Force Capt. Chris Co-
chrane, 2016 torchbearer; Air Force Capt. 
Austin Williamson, 2017 torchbearer and 
Ultimate Champion silver medalist; and 
U.S. Special Forces Command’s Army 
Staff Sgt. Luke Yetter, who earned the 
Heart of the Team award in 2017.

“One of the more difficult parts about 
these games is that while you all come 
together as a family, and you leave here 
as one, among the highs of the games of 
the competition, we do sometimes lose 
a brother or sister along the way,” Stew-
art said. “Let’s take a moment to honor 
them.”

ULTIMATE CHAMPIONS
To earn the Ultimate Champion title, 

athletes compete in their respective func-
tional classifications in eight sporting 
events. Each service branch was allotted 
two slots. Ultimate Champion athletes 
earned points based on their individual 
results in the events. The Ultimate Cham-
pion is the athlete who earned the most 

points in the eight sporting events. Army 
Staff Sgt. Ross Alewine earned the gold 
medal, Air Force Senior Airman Rafael 
Morfinencisco earned the silver medal and 
Army Staff Sgt. Altermese Kendrick took 
home the bronze medal.

“It’s amazing to take home the gold in 
Ultimate Champion; I couldn’t have done 
it without the support of Team Army and 
the support of the cadre,” said Alewine, 
who earned gold in wheelchair basketball, 
rowing and track and field, two silver med-
als in swimming and a bronze in cycling.

“I’ve been training every day, six days 
a week. I’ve lost 41 pounds in two-and-a-
half months,” Alewine added. “I wanted 
to show other guys who are injured like 
me that if I can do it, any of you guys can 
do it. I also wanted to make my daughters, 
Carson and Kenney, proud. Go Army!”

Kendrick said he was honored just to be 
among the competition for the Ultimate 
Champion title. “I’ve given it my all, I al-
ways can find something to improve on,” 
he said. “If I’m able to come back again, 
I’m going to snag it.”

Kendrick earned gold medals in the 
100-meter hand cycling in the time trial 
event and in the indoor rowing 1-minute 
sprint race and a silver medal in the pow-
erlifting 70-kilogram in her disability cat-
egory.

Kendrick, a chaplain assistant with the 
Chaplain Family Life Training Center, 
Fort Hood, Texas, said her coaches moti-
vated her so much last year, she learned 
how to swim so she could compete in 
swimming at this year’s Warrior Games.

“The team is great this year, the coach-

es are magnificent. To just be with them 
every year and to just show what they 
have helped us to accomplish, it’s amaz-
ing,” Kendrick said. “I didn’t know how 
to swim. I had to go home and get into 
the water. I met with Coach Abita in the 
pool here. He’s an awesome coach and 
did more swimming than I’ve ever done 
in my life. It was a huge accomplishment 
for me.”

Kendrick said her family and leadership 
cheered her on every step of the way. “My 
chaplain, [Army Lt. Col.] Steve Moser, 
and his wife, they’re my greatest fans,” 
she said. “I really love them, and thank 
them for their prayers and their support. 
I also thank my family, my sister, Sha-
ron, and those who came to visit, like my 
brother, Carolos, and my nephew, Army 
Capt. Dion Theres at Fort Carson. I really 
do thank them for their support, as well 
as the support of Team Army, the Airmen, 
Marines, U.K., all of us, thank everyone 
for all of their support. We appreciate ev-
eryone’s support. Go Team Army!”

HEART OF THE TEAM
The athletes said they felt a sense of ac-

complishment by winning their medals, 
yet most of them said their biggest take-
away from the week was the sense of ca-
maraderie and friendship. The Heart of the 
Team award is awarded to one member on 
each team who best exemplified character, 
integrity and sportsmanship. The teams 
chose who received the awards.

The recipients are: Army Spc. Brent 
Garlic, Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Jason 
Pacheco, Navy medically retired Petty Of-

ficer 3rd Class Anthony Dieli, U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Command Army Master 
Sgt. George Vera, Royal Air Force veteran 
Cpl. Michael Bates, Australian Leading 
Seaman Vanessa Broughill and Canadian 
Master Cpl. Charlene Kendell.

“I was very surprised to get this. I 
thought James Howard should’ve got-
ten it,” said a surprised Vera. “It sums up 
what Socom is all about: putting ourselves 
last every time, no matter what. We’re all 
about team and family.”

“I’m very proud of my dad and all of 
the hard work he’s done,” Vera’s daugh-
ter, Isabella, 11, said. “Even if you’re in a 
wheelchair like my dad, you can do more 
than you think.”

PASSING THE TORCH
Team Air Force’s Master Sgt. Shay 

Hampton passed the torch to Wilson, who 
passed the torch to Socom’s commander, 
Army Gen. Raymond A. Thomas III, who 
passed the torch to Socom’s Army Sgt. 1st 
Class Brant Ireland, officially closing the 
2018 DOD Warrior Games.

“Thank you General Wilson, General 
Grosso, the DOD Warrior Games staff 
and the United States Air Force Academy 
for hosting a tremendous Warrior Games 
2018,” Thomas said. “Thanks, as well, 
to Jon Stewart. Congratulations to all the 
athletes who competed and a special thank 
you to the families of our warriors. You 
are the rock and an inspiration to us all.”

Next year, Thomas said, the U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Command will host the 
Warrior Games in Tampa, Florida.

“I hope to see you all there,” he said.
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FORT RUCKER SPORTS BRIEFS
Indoor pool

The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center Indoor Pool 
will have limited lap lanes available for lap swimming 
Mondays-Thursdays from 4-7 p.m. due to program-
ming. Recreational swimming will also not be available 
during this time. For additional information, call 255-
2296. 

Hunting Incentive Program
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation is offering a Hunt-

ing Incentive Program to help control the coyote and 
feral pig population from now until Aug. 31. The first 
five registered hunters who dispatch two coyotes or five 
hogs and bring them in to ODR will receive a free Fort 
Rucker Post Hunting Permit for the 2018-2019 hunt-
ing season. Hunters must possess a valid Alabama state 
hunting license, Fort Rucker hunting permit and a hunt-
er education completion card. Hunters also must be a 
registered participant of the Hunting Incentive Program. 
All dispatched animals must be brought to ODR or the 
Fort Rucker Game Warden during business hours. An 
individual record will be created for each hunter at the 
time they bring in their dispatched animals. Addition-
ally, the hunter will be asked to remove the animal’s 
tail, so it cannot be claimed by another hunter. Hunters 

may email pictures after hours to ODR with the hunter 
and the dispatched animal in front of one of the weigh 
stations. Hunting on Fort Rucker is open to the public. 

For more information, call 255-4305.

Thursday Evenings on the Range 
Silver Wings Golf Course hosts its Thursday Eve-

nings on the Range with PGA professional Ty Andersen 
Thursdays from 5-6 p.m. at the driving range. Cost is 
$10 and can be paid at the pro shop before the session 
starts. The afternoon is a supervised practice with un-
limited range balls.

For more information, call 255-0089.

Saturday Afternoons on the Range 
Silver Wings Golf Course hosts its Saturday After-

noons on the Range with PGA professional Ty Ander-
sen Saturdays from 1-2 p.m. Cost is $10 and can be paid 
at the pro shop before the session starts at the driving 
range. The afternoon is a supervised practice with un-
limited range balls.

For more information, call 255-0089.

Disc golf
The Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and 

Recreation offers disc golf – played much like tra-
ditional golf, but instead of using a ball and clubs, 
players use a flying disc. DFMWR welcomes novic-
es and experienced players to bring their friends out 
and enjoy some friendly competition. The 18-hole 
disc golf course is located at Beaver Lake. People 
can visit the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility 
to check out a disc and give it a try. There is a $10 
deposit required per disc. The Disc Golf course is 
open to the public. Disc check-out is open to autho-
rized patrons only. 

For more information, call 255-2296.

Outdoor recreation mentorship
The Fort Rucker Outdoor Mentorship Program 

is being created to foster an environment of good 
stewardship in all areas pertaining to the great out-
doors, according to ODR officials. Mentors will be 
connected with Soldiers and civilians in and around 
the installation based on experience levels of both 
the mentor and the novice. Mentors age 18 or older 
may sign up in one of the following areas: hunting, 
fishing, camping, water sports and general outdoor 
sports.

For more information, call 255-4305.
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2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO DOUBLE CAB

UP TO

$5750 OFF MSRP1

ALL REMAINING 2017 SPARKS IN STOCK

SOLD AT INVOICE
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL

$600 OFF MSRP1

YOUR NEW SPARK IS WAITING FOR YOU.

2018 CHEVROLET IMPALA

UP TO

$2750 OFF MSRP1

1Must fi฀a฀ce with GM Fi฀a฀cial. Some customers may ฀ot qualify. Not available with special fi฀a฀ci฀g, lease a฀d some other offers. Take ฀ew retail delivery by 6/18/18. See dealer for details.

1 Excludes Suburba฀ L96. Offer i฀cludes price reductio฀ below MSRP a฀d Cash Allowa฀ce. Not available with special fi฀a฀ci฀g, lease a฀d some other offers. Take ฀ew retail delivery by 6/18/18. See participati฀g dealer for details.

1Must fi฀a฀ce with GM Fi฀a฀cial. Some customers may ฀ot qualify. Not available with special fi฀a฀ci฀g, lease a฀d some other offers. Take ฀ew retail delivery by 6/18/18. See dealer for details.

1Must fi฀a฀ce with GM Fi฀a฀cial. Some customers may ฀ot qualify. Not available with special fi฀a฀ci฀g, lease a฀d some other offers. Take ฀ew retail delivery by 6/18/18. See dealer for details.

www.ENTERPRISECHEVY.comYour summer vacation starts here!

1001 Rucker Blvd.
Enterprise, Alabama

Sales: (877) 292-4679
Service: (866) 561-8857

The area’s fastest

growing Chevrolet dealer!

www.ENTERPRISECHEVY.com

To Those Who Serve,
Enterprise Chevrolet Salutes You &

Thanks You With A MILITARY
DISCOUNT!

To Those W

** + T.T. & L. W.A.C. TERMS MAY VARY. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. OFFERS VALID THROUGH 6/18/2018. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.

20%
BELOWMSRP1

DISCOVER YOUR PERFECT CAR.

ON ALL 2018 CRUZE AND MALIBU LT MODELS1

1Restrictio฀s Apply. Some customers may ฀ot qualify. Not available with special fi฀a฀ci฀g, lease a฀d some other offers. Take ฀ew retail delivery by 6/18/18. See dealer for details.
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