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Visitors to the U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum might notice that the air-
craft that usually stands guard near the 
entrance is not at its post, but people 
should rest easy knowing that the air-
craft is undergoing a restoration to re-
turn it to its former glory.

The Bell AH-1S Cobra helicopter 
that normally sits near the entrance of 
the museum is one of the first aircraft 
to greet people as they make their way 
into the museum, but over the years 
weather and time has taken its toll, and 
for an aircraft with such a storied past, 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

AH-1 COBRA

Soldiers helping Soldiers is Army Emergency Relief’s 
main mission and goal, and Fort Rucker made a big im-
pact to that mission during this year’s fundraising cam-
paign.

The 2018 AER campaign season came to a close dur-
ing a ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum June 
5, with Fort Rucker raising more than $116,000 to help 
Soldiers, families and retirees in need, according to Col. 
Brian T. Hughes, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence chief of staff.

Through contributions from fellow Soldiers, retirees 
and community members, the installation was able to help 
provide a lifeline to those in financial need, Hughes said.

“Through the compassion of Soldiers and the Fort 
Rucker community here with us, this year’s campaign 
generated over $116,000, continuing the legacy of pro-

SEE AER, PAGE A7

Fort  Rucker 
ra ises more 
than $116K
for AER
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Col. Brian E. Walsh (center), Fort Rucker 
garrison commander, presents a check 
for $116,000 to Beth Gunter, AER officer, 
during the 2018 AER campaign closing 
ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Mu -
seum June 5.

Museum greeter undergoes restoration

The AH-1S Cobra that normally sits in the front of the U.S. 
Army Aviation Museum is undergoing restoration afte r over 
a decade in the elements.
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Fort Rucker will celebrate the 
nation’s independence during 
Freedom Fest June 29 and the 
event will feature one of the larg-
est fireworks displays in the area.

Freedom Fest is scheduled for 
4-10 p.m. at the Fort Rucker Fes-
tival Fields and will also include 
food, activities for children, live 
music, games, local vendors, static 
aircraft displays, the Fallen Heroes 
Field of Flags and more, accord-
ing to Fort Rucker Directorate of 
Family, and Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation officials.

The headliner of the event, 
which is free and open to the pub-
lic, will be the U.S. Army Rolling 
Thunder Maneuver Center of Ex-
cellence Band, said Lynn Avila, 
special events coordinator.

“Patrons will recognize many 
vendors and the crowd will have 
the opportunity to enjoy many 
different selections,” she said. 
“Also, the fun zone will return 
for children this year, and we will 
also have rides, a trampoline, zip 
line, pony rides and trackless train 
rides.” 

The Rolling Thunder MCOE 
Band will provide a patriotic con-
cert beginning at 7 p.m. before 
the fireworks display. “We invite 
the community to come early and 

enjoy all the food, drinks and en-
tertainment before the fireworks 
show,” Avila said. 

Janice Erdlitz, DFMWR mar-
keting director, said the annual 
event is the perfect opportunity 
for Soldiers and families to cel-
ebrate the nation’s independence 
and experience a full day of local 
entertainment.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity 
to show support for Fort Rucker,” 
she said. “Freedom Fest is a cel-
ebration for our entire community. 
We look forward to this day when 
we invite everyone out to celebrate 
our nation’s independence with us 
at Fort Rucker.

“We all stand together, side 
by side, Soldier to neighbor, and 
feel the same powerful emotions 
of being proud Americans,” she 
added. “Freedom Fest is a tradi-
tion for many families. We often 
hear our retirees comment on at-
tending Freedom Fest when they 
were stationed here as active duty 
Soldiers. Building memories to 
last a lifetime is one of best parts 
of what MWR does for our fami-
lies.”

Safety is also a top priority for 
officials as people come out to cel-
ebrate the nation’s independence, 
said Marcel Dumais, Fort Rucker 
chief of police, reminding people 

CELEBRATING FREEDOM
Freedom Fest to feature 
music, food, fireworks
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Rania Ortiz, military family member, makes her way through a tire course of the 
Warrant Officer Career College children’s confidence course with the help of War-
rant Officer Candidate, Ashely Long, WOCC, at a previous Freedom Fest.

Army Flier
Staff Reports

SEE FREEDOM FEST, PAGE A7

A critical piece of Aviation history is being restored to its 
former, flyable glory, thanks to the initial efforts of Aviation 
Branch historian Ken Tilley.

The C-47 with “That’s All Brother” painted on the nose led 
the D-Day invasion on June 6, 1944, which included approxi-
mately 800 airplanes that dropped 13,000 paratroopers into a 
battle that would change the course of history. 

The aircraft also flew in Operations Market Garden, Re-
pulse and Varsity, but somewhere along the way ended up sold 
into the civilian sector, and eventually would be headed for the 
remanufacture line.

That is, were it not for the efforts of a team of historians 
at Maxwell Air Force Base, where Tilley served in 2007 as a 
U.S. Air Force historian searching for the missing airplane.

 “We already knew that unit had been an airlift squadron 

in World War II. We already knew that squadron led the D-

By Kelly P. Morris
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence Public Affairs

Aviat ion historian he lps 
lost  D-Day a irc ra ft  fly aga in

‘That’s All Brother,’ the C-47 that led the his-
toric D-Day invasion into Normandy, France, 
during World War II, after being sold in the 
civilian sector, was tracked down by Aviation 
Branch historian Ken Tilley, and is now being 
restored by the Commemorative Air Force. 
The plane is slated to fly in the 75th commem-
oration of D-Day into Normandy in 2019. 
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FALLS CHURCH, Va. – Summertime, 
and the livin’ is easy – or so the song goes. 
But for many men, summer is a difficult 
time of year to focus on fitness. 

Vacations and outdoor gatherings after 
work and on weekends can disrupt estab-
lished routines – not to mention one’s best 
intentions to eat healthfully, exercise reg-
ularly, and get a good night’s sleep.

For me, fitting in fitness is a year-round 
challenge. I travel a lot, not only for my 
job with the Defense Health Agency but 
also for my obligations as a lieutenant 
commander in the Navy Reserve. I’m also 
working on a master’s degree in national 
security and strategic studies through a 
distance-learning program with the Na-
val War College; and my wife and I have 
three children ages 5, 3, and 1. I’m con-
stantly on the go, and I never know what 
I may find on the other side, in terms of 
a decent workout facility, available time, 
and healthful food options.

My physical fitness routine is to work 
out five or six days a week: three or four 
days of mainly cardio work, such as run-
ning 6 miles, and two days of strength 
training. I honor this schedule even when 
I’m traveling. When I was in Poland in 
March for three weeks of reserve duty, the 

base gym wasn’t available, so I found a 
gym within walking distance of the base 
and used it religiously.

When I’m in town and parenting duties 
overrule a gym workout, I’ll take the kids 
to a nearby park with a playground. I use 
the monkey bars to do pull-ups, and I run 
around the little path there about a hundred 
times to get 6 miles in. I just make sure I 
get my workout while spending time with 
the kids, and the bonus is that I’m model-

ing the culture of being physically active.
I’m a naturally big guy, and strength 

training is something I’ve enjoyed since 
my high school and college football days. 
When it comes to healthful eating, though, 
I’ll admit to having some trouble. One 
thing that makes it easier is to think about 
my dad. Although he was physically ac-
tive, he had a heart attack when he was 
only 40, an age I’m closing in on. That 
was 25 years ago, and Dad’s well today 

because he changed his diet. His health 
scare serves as my reminder for modera-
tion and making good choices.

Also, my wife has been a huge influ-
ence. She introduced me to fish, not to 
mention portion control. I’m not a big fan 
of fruit, but I love vegetables. A typical 
weekday breakfast is a veggie egg-white 
omelet with a side of bacon. For lunch, I 
usually go to the DHA cafeteria and buy 
soup and one or two servings of whatever 
hot vegetable is being offered. 

When I traveled to Kentucky in May, 
I arrived at the hotel late and hungry. As 
tempted as I was to order Chinese food 
or a pizza, I wound up getting Uber Eats 
to deliver a McDonald’s grilled chicken 
salad to my room.

I’d still like to lose a few more pounds, 
but I’m down about 10 pounds from what 
I weighed last year. I feel confident I’ll 
continue my streak of scoring “outstand-
ing” on the Navy’s physical readiness test. 
Most importantly, I feel good. When I’m 
eating well and exercising regularly, I’m 
more effective, more efficient, and just 
better all around. We reap what we sow.

With June marking Men’s Health 
Month, I’d like to encourage all men to 
take their health and wellness seriously. 
Make it a priority, no matter how “too 
busy” you think you might be. Keep in 
mind that God blessed you with one body, 
and no one else is going to take care of it 
for you.
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Statement of Publication authorization
The Army Flier is an authorized publication for 

members of the Department of Defense. Contents of 
the Army Flier are not necessarily the official views 
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, or the De-
partment of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publication is the re-
sponsibility of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published weekly by The 
Dothan Eagle, a private company in no way connect-
ed with the U.S. government under exclusive contract 
with the Department of the Army. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication, 
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the U.S. Army or The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters
For business, advertisements, subscriptions or to 

report printing errors, contact The Dothan Eagle, 227 
N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or call (334) 792-
3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for all printing 
matters and commercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for the following 
week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army Flier is prepared, 

edited, provided and approved by the Public Affairs 
Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and 
Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement
Everything advertised in this publication shall be 

made available for purchase, use or patronage with-
out regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affili-
ation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, 
user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this equal opportunity 
policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from that source until 
the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts
Contribute news items or photographs by contact-

ing the Army Flier, Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort Rucker, AL 
36362, or call (334) 255-2028 or 255-1239; calls to 
other PAO numbers are not normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army Flier 
by e-mail, please contact the editor at jhughes@
armyflier.com.

By Chris Lopez, 
Chief of Strategic Outreach and Engage-
ment
Military Health System

MEN’S HEALTH MONTH
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Navy Lt. Cmdr. Chris Lopez, chief of strategic outreach and en-
gagement for the Military Health System, competes in an event dur-
ing the Camp Lemonnier Amazing Race in Djibouti. 

NEWS BRIEFS
Installation of Excellence Recognition 
Ceremony

Fort Rucker will host its Installation of 
Excellence Recognition Ceremony June 14 
at 10 a.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Muse-
um. The post will receive its Commander in 
Chief’s Annual Award for Installation Excel-
lence and Army Communities of Excellence 
Gold awards at the ceremony.

Change of responsibility
The Fort Rucker Garrison will host a 

change of responsibility ceremony June 15 at 
2 p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. 
Command Sgt. Maj. Jasper C. Johnson will 
assume responsibility from Command Sgt. 
Maj. Christopher D. Spivey. 

Clinic closure
Lyster Army Health Clinic will close at 11 

a.m. June 22. The clinic will remain open all 
day on the third Wednesday of the month, 
June 20. The Fort Rucker Army Wellness 
Center will also close at 11 a.m. June 22. 

Army Wellness Center
The Army Wellness Center offers free 

health and wellness classes to all Soldiers, 
family members, retirees and Department of 
Defense civilians. All classes are held at the 
Army Wellness Center in Bldg. 4102.

Upping Your Metabolism •	 –June 18 at 
11:45 a.m. and June 28 at 1 p.m.
Exercise Prescription and Goal Setting •	
– June 12 at 11:45 a.m. and June 26 at 
11:45 a.m.
Stress Management •	 – June 14 at 11:45 
a.m.

Healthy cooking class
Lyster Army Health Clinic will host its 

next healthy cooking class June 20 at noon. 
This month’s recipes include easy gluten-
free meals. 

Tobacco cessation program
Lyster Army Health Clinic’s tobacco ces-

sation program consists of four weekly ses-
sions each month. Each class is one hour. 
Classes are Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to 
noon. For more information, call 334-255-
7930. 

Yoga classes 
Lyster Army Health Clinic offers free 

Yoga classes Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in 
the Lyster Activity Center, Rm. J-100, in the 
clinic. Participants are encouraged to bring 
their own mat.

PTSD group
A post traumatic stress disorder education 

group meets Tuesdays from 5-6:30 p.m. in 
the Fort Rucker Spiritual Life Center in Bldg. 
8939 on Red Cloud Road. The group follows 
the Veterans Affairs protocol PTSD Recov-
ery Program and is for anyone interested in 
learning more about PTSD.

For more information, call 255-3903.

Lyster update
To keep track of goings on at Lyster Army 

Health Clinic, people can check out the clin-
ic’s Facebook Page for the Healthy Tip of the 
Day and important clinic information, such 
as class dates and times. People can also visit 
the clinic’s Twitter feed at @LysterAHC.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open 

Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted 
items. People can drop off donations at any 
time in the shed behind the shop (former 
Armed Forces Bank building) located in 
front of the theater next door to the bowling 
alley. Donations are tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets
Alcoholics Anonymous meets Wednes-

days from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Rm. 
147 of Bldg. 4502. For more on the group, 
call 334-237-1973.

Lost and found
People who have lost or misplaced prop-

erty while on Fort Rucker can call the Di-
rectorate of Public Safety’s lost and found 
point of contact at 255-3239 to inquire if 
their property has been turned in. To claim 
their property, people must be able to dem-
onstrate ownership of the property. DPS re-
tains property found or turned in at special 
events held on the installation, such as Free-
dom Fest – the most common items turned-
in are keys, cell phones and wallets.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree 

Council meets the first Thursday of each 
month in The Landing at 11:30 a.m. The 
meeting is an open forum and all retirees are 
invited to attend. Retirees are also encour-
aged to apply for one of the open positions 
on the council.

For more information, call 255-9124.

Siren test
The Installation Operations Center con-

ducts a test of the emergency mass notifi-
cation system the first Wednesday of each 
month at 11 a.m. At that time people will 
hear the siren over the giant voice. No ac-
tions are required.

You Made the Grade
For 17 years, the Army and Air Force 

Exchange Service’s You Made the Grade 
program has been a cornerstone of military 
life. Now, students who participated in the 
program as children are passing it on to 
another generation of military students—

and the exchange is ready to honor their 
achievements. In recognition of military 
students who excel, the exchange is reward-
ing high-achieving scholars in first through 
12th grades who maintain a B average or 
better with a coupon book filled with free 
offers and discounts.

“The Exchange appreciates the strength 
and resiliency of all military children,” said 
Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Luis Reyes, 
the exchange’s senior enlisted adviser. “To 
excel academically while dealing with fre-
quent moves, deployments and parents’ 
long working hours is a significant achieve-
ment. That’s why the exchange has reward-
ed military students for 17 years running 
with the You Made the Grade program.”

The You Made the Grade booklet includes 
coupons for free food and other offers that 
are valid through July 31.  The booklet also 
includes an entry form for the You Made 
the Grade semiannual sweepstakes. Stu-
dents can enter to win exchange gift cards 
worth $2,000, $1,500 or $500. Entries can 
be submitted twice per year, with drawings 
typically held in June and December. 

Students, including those who are home 
schooled, can receive a You Made the Grade 
coupon booklet by presenting a valid mili-
tary I.D. and proof of an overall B average 
at their local exchange’s customer service 
area. Eligible participants can pick up one 
booklet for each qualifying report card. 

Students and guardians can contact their 
local exchange for more information about 
the Exchange’s You Made the Grade pro-
gram. Contact information for your near-
est store can be found at shopmyexchange.
com/exchange-stores/.

Students can send You Made the Grade 
sweepstakes entry forms, which are includ-
ed in the coupon booklets, to: You Made the 
Grade, PO Box 227398, Dallas, TX 75222-
7398.

Never ‘too busy’ to focus on wellness



WASHINGTON — Standing 
shoulder-to-shoulder with U.S. 
treaty allies and other partners, 
America seeks to build an Indo-
Pacific region where sovereignty 
and territorial integrity are safe-
guarded and the promise of free-
dom is fulfilled and prosperity 
prevails for all, Defense Secre-
tary James N. Mattis said June 2 
in Singapore. 

Addressing the 2018 Inter-
national Institute for Strategic 
Studies Shangri-La Dialogue, the 
secretary said the Indo-Pacific 
strategy stands in firm support of 
America’s recently released Na-
tional Defense strategy.

“[The strategies] take a clear-
eyed view of the strategic envi-
ronment, and they recognize that 
competition among nations not 
only persists in the 21st century, 
in some regard it is intensifying,” 
Mattis said.

And both strategies affirm that 
the Indo-Pacific region is critical 
for America’s continued stabil-
ity, security and prosperity, he 
added.

“In [America’s Indo-Pacific 
strategy], we see deepening alli-
ances and partnerships as a prior-
ity. [The Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations’] centrality re-
mains vital and cooperation with 
China is welcome wherever pos-
sible,” the secretary said.

“So, make no mistake – Amer-
ica is in the Indo-Pacific to stay,” 
he noted.

“This is our priority theater; 
our interests and the regions are 
inexplicably intertwined,” Mattis 
said. “Our Indo-Pacific strategy 
makes significant security, eco-
nomic and development invest-
ments.”

The U.S. strategy recognizes no 
one nation can or should dominate 
the Indo-Pacific, he said. “For 
those who want peace and self-
determination, we all have shared 
responsibility to work together to 
build our shared future.” 

ELEMENTS OF STRATEGY 
OUTLINED

The secretary highlighted sev-
eral themes of the strategy.

-- Expanding attention on the 
maritime space: “The maritime 
commons is a global good, and 
the sea lanes of communication 
are the arteries of economic vital-
ity for all,” he said.

“Our vision is to preserve that 
vitality by helping our partners to 
build up naval and law enforce-
ment capabilities and capacities 
to improve monitoring and pro-
tection of maritime borders and 
interests,” he added.

-- Interoperability: The United 
States recognizes a network of al-
lies and partners is a force multi-
plier for peace, the secretary said. 

“Through our security coopera-
tion, we are building closer rela-
tionships between our militaries 
and our economies, all of which 
contribute to enduring trust,” he 
added.

-- Strengthening the rule of law, 
civil society and transparent gov-
ernance: “This is the sunlight that 
exposes the malign influence that 
threatens sustainable economic 
development,” Mattis said.

-- Private sector-led develop-
ment: The United States recog-
nizes the region’s need for greater 
investment, including infrastruc-
ture, he noted, adding, “We are 
reinvigorating our development 
and finance institutions to enable 
us to be better, more responsive 
partners.

“U.S. agencies will work more 
closely with regional economic 
partners to provide end-to-end 
solutions that not only build tan-
gible products, but also transfer 
experience and American know-
how so growth is high value and 
high quality, not empty promises 
and surrender of economic sover-
eignty,” he said. 

U.S. STANDS READY
The United States stands ready 

to cooperate with all nations to 
achieve this vision, Mattis said.

“While a free and open Indo-
Pacific is in all our interests, it 
will only be possible if we all pull 
together to uphold it,” he said.

“A generation from now, we 
will be judged on whether we suc-

cessfully integrated rising powers 
while increasing economic pros-
perity, maintaining international 
cooperation based on agreed-up-
on rules [and] protecting funda-
mental rights of our peoples and 
avoiding conflict,” the secretary 
said.

The U.S. Indo-Pacific strat-
egy informs its relationship with 
China, he noted. “We are aware 
China will face an array of chal-
lenges and opportunities in com-
ing years. We are prepared to 
support China’s choices if they 
promote long-term peace and 
prosperity for all in this dynamic 
region.”

CHINA’S POLICY
Yet China’s policy in the South 

China Sea stands in stark contrast 
to the openness of the U.S. strat-
egy, Mattis said, adding that it 
calls into question China’s broad-
er goals.

“The United States will con-
tinue to pursue a constructive, 
results-oriented relationship with 
China, [and] cooperation when-
ever possible will be the name of 
the game, and competing vigor-
ously where we must,” he said.

“Of course, we recognize any 
sustainable Indo-Pacific order as 
a role for China, and at China’s 
invitation, I will travel to Beijing 
soon in an open, transparent ap-
proach, broadening and deepen-
ing the national dialogue between 
our two Pacific nations,” the sec-
retary said.

As a Pacific nation, the Unit-
ed States remains committed to 
building a shared destiny with 
the Indo-Pacific region, he said, 
adding the nation offers strategic 
partnerships and not strategic de-
pendence.

“Alongside our allies and part-
ners, America remains committed 
to maintaining the region’s secu-
rity, its stability and its economic 
prosperity -- a view that tran-
scends America’s political transi-
tions, and will continue to enjoy 
Washington’s strong bipartisan 
support,” Mattis said.
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By Terri Moon Cronk
Defense Media Activity

Alliances, partnerships critical to U.S. Indo-Pacific strategy
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Defense Secretary James N. Mattis delivers remarks during the opening session of the 
Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore June 2. 

JOINT BASE MYER-HENDERSON 
HALL, Va. — Investing time in establish-
ing personal relationships with legislators 
is good for the Army because it results in a 
shared understanding of issues of great im-
portance to all Americans, said Under Sec-
retary of the Army Ryan D. McCarthy.

McCarthy spoke at a reception prior to 
a Twilight Tattoo here May 23, where he 
honored bipartisan House Army Caucus 
co-chairmen Rep. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-
Md.) and Rep. John R. Carter (R-Texas).

During his earlier career in banking and 
later in the military, McCarthy said he was 
taught by mentors the importance of rela-
tionships.

The under secretary said he recalled 
his old boss, former Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates, saying relationships are “the 
grease that runs Washington.”

Senior Army leaders, including McCa-
rthy, are often seen on television testifying 
in Senate and House hearings, such as the 
armed services and appropriations commit-
tees.

But a lot of communication and trust 
building goes on behind the scenes and 
away from the cameras, he said.

Senior Army leaders constantly meet 
with senators and representatives in other 
venues besides the Twilight Tattoo, such as 
breakfasts and lunches in various locations, 
and often invite them to the Pentagon, he 
said.

Congressional delegation trips to mili-
tary installations and to units participating 
in overseas operations are especially im-
portant because lawmakers and military 
leaders spend a great deal of time with 
each other and come away with a first-hand 
grasp of issues important to the Army and 
to the nation, McCarthy said.

“You have to invest in a relationship. 
You have to give it time. And, it’s always 
best to do it before you have to deal with a 

challenging issue,” he said. “The more you 
invest in personal relationships, the easier it 
is to work through difficult issues.”

The reward for doing that is getting the 
funding and authorities needed to proceed 
with increasing Army readiness, moderniz-
ing the force and implementing institutional 
reforms, he said.

An essential component of establishing 
personal bonds is being a good listener, he 
said. Lawmakers have a lot of things to deal 
with besides military matters. There are 
roads that need paving, schools that need 
funding, healthcare issues, and constituent 
needs and concerns.

It’s important to have an appreciation 
for those other issues and in turn, the Army 
must communicate the rationale behind ev-
ery penny it spends and why it’s the very 
best return on investment to the taxpayers, 
he said. “We’re quite frankly, asking for 
their help.”

The under secretary expressed appre-
ciation for lawmakers’ contributions to na-
tional defense, particularly the 127 Army 
House Caucus members and 33 senators in 
the Army Senate Caucus.

“The Army Caucus is great because you 
feel you’re at home,” he said. “Everyone 
has a unique appreciation for challenges 

faced in organizing, equipping and training 
the force, keeping units ready and taking 
care of families.”

He said he was especially glad to hon-
or Ruppersberger and Carter at the event. 
“These two men absolutely meet the inter-
ests of the Army and they give us the strate-
gic council we need.”

McCarthy also noted the importance of 
having Twilight Tattoos. He mentioned the 
busloads of school children from the sur-
rounding area who were in attendance, in-
vited press and leaders of industry that are 
getting a taste of Army history and tradi-
tions in a very dramatic fashion.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Under Secretary: Communication, trust 
key to Army’s relationship with Congress
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Under Secretary of the Army Ryan D. McCarthy speaks at the AUSA annual symposium Oct. 9.
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WASHINGTON – Army researchers 
in Massachusetts are developing tech-
nology that may soon yield a lightweight 
combat helmet that provides more pro-
tection than anything ever fielded.

Representatives of the U.S. Army 
Natick Soldier Research, Development 
and Engineering Center, out of Natick, 
Massachusetts, had an array of combat 
helmets on display at the Pentagon, May 
24 and 25 as part of a “Close Combat 
Lethality Tech Day.”

Included among that protective gear 
was the Personnel Armor System for 
Ground Troops, first fielded in 1981; the 
Advanced Combat Helmet, first fielded 
in 2003; and the Light Weight-ACH, 
which first appeared in 2013.

All three of those helmets make use 
of para-aramid fibers to protect Soldiers, 
and each successive helmet weighed 
less than its predecessor. The LW-ACH, 
for instance, is more than a half-pound 
lighter than the PASGT helmet for a size 
large.

Newer helmets on display made use of 
a different material: ultra-high-molecu-
lar-weight polyethylene, or UHMWPE.

The Advanced Combat Helmet Gen-
eration II, for example, weighs 22 per-
cent less than the ACH and is designed 
to protect Soldiers from fragmentation 
as well as from rounds up to 9mm.

The Enhanced Combat Helmet, and the 
most-recently fielded Integrated Head 
Protection System with ballistic appli-
que, provide protection against rifle fire 
as well. That increased protection, how-
ever, comes at a cost in terms of weight.

The helmet display made clear the 
challenge posed to those responsible for 
designing gear that keeps Solders safe.

“There’s kind of a competition be-
tween increased threat and weight,” said 
Richard Green, the director of the Sol-
dier Protection and Survivability Direc-
torate at NSRDEC. “We want to protect 
against increased threat, while minimiz-
ing the weight. That’s our goal.”

The centerpiece of the NSRDEC hel-
met display, the NSRDEC prototype 
helmet, met the protection versus weight 
challenge head on.

Weighing in at just 2.5 pounds for the 

shell, and an estimated 3.5 pounds final 
weight, the NSRDEC prototype provides 
the same protection as the currently-
fielded IHPS.

But the NSRDEC prototype doesn’t re-
quire the modular IHPS ballistic applique 
that attaches over the base helmet. With 
that applique in place, the IHPS system 
weighs over five pounds. The NSRDEC 
prototype weighs less than half that and 
provides the same protection. It protects 
Soldiers against fragmentation, against 
9mm weapons fire, and against what 
Green called a “prevalent rifle threat.”

The NSRDEC prototype helmet is 
made of the same class of material as 
the IHPS, the ECH and the ACH GEN 
II: UHMWPE. But what researchers at 

NSRDEC have done is developed new 
ways to process UHMWPE so that it will 
be stronger than it has been in the past.

“It’s stronger, so you need less of it,” 
Green said.

The new processing methods NSR-
DEC researchers have developed for 
UHMWPE has improved the ballistic 
performance for that material within a 
helmet. That means Soldiers may one 
day see a finished helmet that weighs 
the same as the ECH, but provides more 
protection.

“The processing of that material has 
enabled us to optimize its performance,” 
said Kenneth Ryan, the Warfighter Pro-
tection Branch chief at NSRDEC. “De-
creasing the load helps optimize Soldier 

performance, and that helps them to be 
more lethal.”

The NSRDEC doesn’t manufacture 
helmets for the Army. Instead, it is the 
defense industry that ultimately provides 
that function, Ryan said. But when the 
time comes, it’ll be research done at 
NSRDEC that industry uses to make the 
next generation of helmets that will help 
keep Soldiers safe on the battlefield.

Ryan said he expects it will be about 
12 months before these advanced tech-
nology developments that yielded the 
current incarnation of the NSRDEC 
prototype helmet can move forward to 
a point where the Army may request 
industry to develop mass-produced hel-
mets for fielding to Soldiers.

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

Army researchers headed for development of lightweight helmet

PHOTO BY LT. COL. JOHN HALL

Capt. Beverly Nordin and Command Sgt. Maj. James LaFratta, the 173rd Airborne Brigade Support Battalion, 
make decisions about the employment of heavy machine guns as their paratroopers conduct a base defense 
live fire in Slovenia in 2017. U.S. Army researchers are currently working on a helmet prototype that will 
provide equal protection to earlier helmets but at less weight. 

HIGH PERFORMANCE

PHOTO BY C. TODD LOPEZ

This helmet, an NSRDEC prototype, provides equal protection to earlier 
helmets, but at less weight. 
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WASHINGTON — Former Defense 
Secretary Frank C. Carlucci died June 3 at 
his home in McLean, Virginia. He was 87.

Carlucci was secretary of defense from 
Nov. 23, 1987, to Jan. 20, 1989, under 
President Ronald Reagan.

“Secretary Carlucci served our great na-
tion under four U.S. presidents, both re-
publican and democrat, as a lieutenant in 
the United States Navy, the Ambassador to 
Portugal, deputy director of the Central In-
telligence Agency, and several other roles 
within the Department of Defense before 
becoming secretary of defense,” Defense 
Secretary James N. Mattis said in a state-
ment.

“Appointed in 1987, with the end of the 
Cold War near, Secretary Carlucci was a 
transformative leader,” Mattis said. “He 
changed the way the department worked 
with Congress, and managed critical de-
fense issues, such as procuring major 
weapon systems, and rebalancing military 
priorities and resources under dynamic and 
challenging geopolitical circumstances. 

“Secretary Carlucci left an indelible 
mark on the Department of Defense,” he 
continued. “On behalf of all our service 
men and women and civilians, past and 
present, we will forever be grateful for his 
leadership and long honor his patriotism, 
service and legacy.”

NUMEROUS GOVERNMENT 
POSITIONS

Carlucci was a Foreign Service officer 
in the State Department and later served 
as ambassador to Portugal. He was deputy 
director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, undersecretary of Health Educa-
tion and Welfare, and deputy director of 
the CIA.

Appointed as deputy defense secretary 
in February 1982 under Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger, Carlucci monitored 
the Pentagon’s day-to-day operations and 
oversaw the defense budget and procure-
ment. His initiatives dealt with bringing 
more stability and order into the procure-
ment system. 

He left the Defense Department briefly 
in 1983 for the private sector, but returned 
to federal service at the White House as as-
sistant to the president for national security 
affairs.

With extensive roots in national security, 
Carlucci succeeded Weinberger and be-
came defense secretary on Nov. 23, 1987.

He was known for doing things his way, 
and while he served only 14 months as 
secretary, his brand was clear through his 
initiatives such as weapons systems and 
downsizing the military, as well as through 
his relationship with Congress.         

In those 14 months, Carlucci made 13 
foreign visits around the globe, and he was 
the first defense secretary to visit the So-
viet Union.

CONTROVERSIAL DOMESTIC 
ISSUES

At home, Carlucci faced numerous con-
troversial domestic issues. He dealt with 
a shrinking defense budget for fiscal year 

1989 after the stock market crash of 1987. 
In 1988, to tighten the defense budget belt 
and rid the department of unnecessary 
military facilities, Carlucci proposed the 
Commission on Base Realignment and 
Closure, which ultimately eliminated some 
90 bases by September 2011. He was up 
against tough opposition from members 
of Congress who wanted to save military 
bases and posts in their districts.

Carlucci’s proposed $299.5 billion de-
fense budget before Congress in 1988 in-
cluded cutting 36,000 troops from a force 
of 2,174,000. That translated into cuts in 
all the military departments, for which he 
faced great opposition. The secretary of the 
Navy reportedly resigned after a Carlucci 
order to retire 16 frigates.

The budget request also provided for 
$4.6 billion for the Strategic Defense Ini-
tiative – also known as the “Star Wars” 
program – and $200 million for the Midg-
etman missile.

Reagan vetoed the bill that Congress 
passed, citing his displeasure over cuts in 
SDI and restricted Pentagon spending for 
space-based antimissile interceptor devel-
opment, which was key to the SDI pro-
gram. A bill finally was hammered out, and 
Carlucci accepted a spending ceiling.

INF TREATY
Carlucci was very much in favor of the 

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty 
of 1987, which he saw as enhancing NATO 
security. It would reduce the Soviet’s mili-
tary threat to Western Europe by taking out 
a class of missile systems from the area, 
and show that NATO nations had enough 
political will to support decisions to secure 
their safety.

He also made it known that the INF 
Treaty included tough verification provi-
sions, and to put them in place, Carlucci 
created the On-Site Inspection Agency in 
January 1988.

Carlucci also dodged some slings and ar-
rows from the long-term war between Iran 
and Iraq. In 1988, U.S. ships destroyed two 
Iranian oil platforms to retaliate for dam-
age sustained by the USS Samuel Roberts 
in the Persian Gulf from an Iranian mine. 
U.S. ships sank and severely damaged six 
Iranian ships. Reagan ordered the Navy 
to expand its work in the Gulf to protect 
neutral merchant ships when they were 
attacked. Carlucci kept a close eye on the 
events.

PROUDEST ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Carlucci left office at the start of Presi-

dent George H. W. Bush’s term. He told re-
porters three of his accomplishments made 
him most proud: convincing Congress to 
go along with BRAC, developing a posi-
tive relationship with Soviet military lead-
ers and successful tanker escort operations 
in the Persian Gulf. 

But his achievements totaled much more 
than those three.

He also was responsible for establishing 
funding priorities and guiding the cuts in 
the fiscal year 1989 defense budget, taking 
a calm approach to the Pentagon procure-
ment fraud investigation, emphasizing the 
dangers of long-range missile proliferation 
to world leaders and convincing Congress 

not to use military force to close off U.S. 
borders in the battle against drugs. 

Carlucci said he was most disappointed 
with how the Pentagon had not been able 

to preserve the defense consensus in Con-
gress and the nation when developments in 
the communist world proved that negotiat-
ing from strength works.

By Terri Moon Cronk
Defense Media Activity

Carlucci left ‘indelible mark’ on DOD
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Frank C. Carlucci, who served as secretary of defen se under President 
Ronald Reagan, died June 3 at the age of 87.
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HONOLULU — In one city block, fu-
ture Soldiers could find themselves in an 
intense gunfight with enemy militants. In 
another, Soldiers might crawl through de-
bris to rescue trapped residents or deliver 
needed supplies. At the city’s opposite end, 
U.S. troops could be attempting to quell a 
civilian riot.

As urban populations worldwide con-
tinue to rise, the probability of these sce-
narios increases.

From the metropolitan sprawl of Tokyo 
with its 36 million inhabitants, to the mas-
sive clutter of rush hour traffic in Seoul, 
mega cities present a jarringly daunting 
obstacle to the future of world combat op-
erations, Army senior leaders said at the 
2018 LANPAC conference.

“The complexities that go on in this scale 
almost are unimaginable,” said retired Lt. 
Gen. James Dubik, former commander 
of the Multi-National Security Transition 
Command-Iraq.

Additionally, if current trends continue, 
two thirds of the world’s population will 
reside in large, metropolitan areas, accord-
ing to United Nations projections. Threats 
to megacities take increased importance in 
the Asia-Pacific, where a majority of the 
world’s megacities are concentrated.

Making matters worse, many of the cit-
ies sit inside the Ring of Fire, a 25,000-
mile chain in the Pacific basin rampant 
with volcanic eruptions and unpredictable 
seismic activity. Some nations, such as Ja-
pan, sit on one of the most active tectonic 
plates in the world. Densely populated cit-
ies that include Bangkok and urban centers 
in Bangladesh are prone to natural disas-
ters.

U.S. forces scarcely encountered opera-
tions in megacities in World War II, or the 
Korean and Vietnam Wars.

“The challenge of megacities is unlike 
(anything) we’ve had to deal with in his-
tory,” said Dr. Russell Glenn, G-2 director 
of plans and policy at the U.S. Army Train-
ing and Doctrine Command.

With so much of a nation’s population 
contained in a compact, urban space, meg-
acities pose a vastly different challenge 
from the deserts of the Middle East Sol-
diers have grown accustomed to.

“Every act you do in a city reverber-
ates,” said Gen. Stephen Townsend, TRA-
DOC commander, who spoke via video 
teleconference at LANPAC.

Military units in rural areas, deserts and 
small villages can contain the aftereffects 
of combat. In a large urban environment, 
skyscrapers, large structures and traffic can 
cause a domino effect that spread through-
out a city.

Glenn added that smaller subsystems 
comprise a megacity that in turn is part 
of a much larger system that can extend 
worldwide.

A NEW KIND OF WAR
To prepare for the complexities of ur-

ban warfare, TRADOC has created simu-
lations for Soldiers to prepare for urban 
terrain. Weeks of coordination and plan-
ning must be implemented for a few hours 
of training, but Army leaders believe it 
will prepare Soldiers for future conflicts. 
Townsend said the Army has considered 
increasing the scale and size of their ur-
ban-simulated training centers. He added 
facilities can never match the scale needed 
to truly simulate warfighting in a megacity 
environment.

“Our simulations have not kept up with 
changes in our formations – changes in 
warfare,” Townsend said. “So we’ve got to 
advance our simulations.”

In March paratroopers from the 82nd 
Airborne Division spent close to a month 
training for combat in underground tunnels 
and structures at Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia. 

They simulated chemical attacks. Soldiers 
learned to spontaneously alter current op-
erating procedures to adapt to a city envi-
ronment.

The Army has been working on a syn-
thetic training environment to bolster its 
capabilities, while also incorporating space 
and cyber capabilities more than before. 
Multi-domain operations will be crucial, 
commanders said.

URBAN ‘FLOW’
No amount of planning, study or prepa-

ration can prepare a military unit for the 
unique rhythm of a major city or what 
Townsend labeled the “flow.” The city’s 
flow can’t be clearly defined but its impact 
can never be understated, the general said. 
It can be felt during rush hour traffic or 
by careful observation over time. A city’s 
social infrastructure carries more impor-
tance than its physical infrastructure, noted 
Glenn. But understanding how a megac-
ity’s population moves and lives can pro-
vide valuable insight for learning a city’s 
unique intricacies.

To better understand a city’s flow, 
Townsend said the Army must consult 
with a city’s police force, fire department 
and its citizens. Last month, the Army held 
a panel discussion in New York City to dis-
cuss logistics and how through interagency 
cooperation a force might handle the envi-
ronment’s unique challenges. Gen. Robert 
Brown, U.S. Army Pacific commanding 
general, Townsend and New York City Po-
lice Commissioner James O’Neill joined 
the panel.

“The point that came through ... more 
clearly emphasized more than any other 
was the need to understand our partner-
ship,” Glenn said. “Take advantage of 
those military and civilian (relationships), 
only then can we fully understand the en-
vironment that we’re working in.”

Glenn said that if wartime conditions ne-
cessitate it, a military unit can impose or 
alter flow, so long as it benefits the friendly 
population and minimizes friction.

MOSUL OPENED THE DOOR
The July 2017 re-capture of Mosul from 

ISIS forces presented perhaps a blueprint 
for the future of urban warfare.

As the commander of the Combined 
Joint Task Force in Iraq, Townsend said he 
observed firsthand strategies deployed by 

the Iraqi army to regain control of the city.
Townsend believes potential adversaries 

noticed too.
“I think the enemy has watched Mosul,” 

the general said. “I think they will delib-
erately go to the cities and dig in there to 
fight because they know it takes away a 
lot of our technological advantages ... the 
range of our weapons is degraded -- the ef-
fects of our weapons are degraded.

“So I think we’re going to see battle in 
megacities and there’s little way to avoid 
it.”

Townsend saw the difficulties of urban 
warfare in the northern Iraqi city which has 
a population of less than one million. His 
unit’s command control systems lagged 
and struggled to keep pace with the con-
flict. He said digital maps and imagery 
were impacted.

“The urban landscape changes so rap-
idly,” Townsend said. “Our C2 systems, 
our targeting systems ... became outdated 
quickly because the urban landscape was 
changing faster than we could update our 
imagery.”

GROWING THREAT
By 2030, the UN predicts the world’s 

30 mega cities will also double to 60. 
Large-scale cities will increase from 
45 to 88. America’s potential enemies, 
China, Russia and North Korea will take 
advantage of this trend.

“Wars are basically won or lost where 
the people are – where the population 
is,” Townsend said.

The Army’s solution: better training, 
preparation and greater trust. At TRA-
DOC, more Soldiers are receiving train-
ing in an urban environment. Soldiers 
must also learn to trust, not only first-re-
sponding agencies but accepting greater 
responsibility, Townsend said.

“As powerful as our mission command 
systems are, they are all challenged by 
the environment -- the complex terrain 
that is a city ... modern city,” Townsend 
said.

“You can’t go more than one floor deep 
without losing (communication) with 
everybody who’s up on the surface.

“So this whole notion of conveying 
commanders’ intent, and empowering 
subordinates ... to achieve that com-
manders’ intent, and trusting them to do 
that is exactly how we’ll have to fight in 
even small cities.”

WARFARE IN MEGACITIES: 
By Joe Lacdan
Army News Service

PHOTOS BY SPC. JOHN LYTLE

A Paratrooper assigned to C Company, 1st Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment simulates pro -
viding security outside a subway tunnel during training at Fort A.P. Hill, Va., in March. Senior Army lead -
ers discussed the importance of preparations for warfighting in megacities during the 2018 LANPAC 
conference in Honolulu. 

A new frontier in military operations
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Paratroopers assigned to A Co., 1-508th Parachute I nf. Regt. provides 
security on a hallway during a nighttime air assault of a simulated en -
emy compound during urban warfare training at Fort A.P. Hill. 

PHOTO BY JOE LACDAN

Lt. Gen. Michael Bills, 8th Army commanding general, discusses 
warfighting in a large city environment during the 2018 AUSA Confer-
ence in Honolulu May 23. 



it’s only right that its appearance matches its legacy, said 
Bob Mitchell, U.S. Army Aviation Museum curator.

“We’ve done our best to preserve these aircraft, and peri-
odically (they) have to be taken down and given a little bit of 
love and paint,” said Mitchell, who has spent his fair share 
of time in the aircraft, adding that it’s only fitting that the 
helicopter look its best to live up to the legacy as the world’s 
first attack helicopter.

The Cobra is a twin-blade, single-engine attack helicopter 
that is essentially a repackaged UH-1 Huey, said the mu-
seum curator. It was born out of a need for a dedicated gun-
ship.

During the Vietnam War, some Hueys were outfitted with 
guns to fulfill this purpose, but the problem with the UH-1 
was its size and speed, said Mitchell.

“They were big and they were bulky, and you were car-
rying a lot of weight, so that would limit their speed,” he 
said. “The average airspeed of the helicopters in Vietnam 
was about 80 knots, and a lot of that was dependent on the 
power available – some guys couldn’t even get that fast.
When the Cobra came on the scene, it increased that speed 
to 120 knots.”

In addition to the increase in speed, the helicopter had a 
width of only 36 inches, making it a difficult target to see 

and even harder to hit.
“When you’re off at a distance observing or diving on 

them, you may hear some noise, but it becomes hard to see 
the aircraft before it’s too late,” said the curator.

The first Cobra took flight in 1965 and went into produc-
tion in 1967. It is still used to this day, and throughout its ca-
reer has seen a myriad of changes. The G-model Cobras saw 
service in Vietnam and many were modified in to S-model 
Cobras, which added a TOW-missile system, amongst other 
upgrades.

“As the (Vietnam) war was winding down, the Army 
started looking into putting a guided missile system on at-
tack helicopters, which would be the TOW, and once they 
proofed the concept in Vietnam, they began modifying all 
the G models into the S models,” said Mitchell, adding that 
a guided-missile system was needed to address the threat of 
the then-Soviet Union.

“The Soviet Union had an array of 10s of thousands of 
tanks, and we were really concerned about that,” said the 
curator. “We didn’t really have the tank-on-tank capability 
to stop them, and once they started putting the antitank mis-
siles on the Cobras, a couple of things changed.”

The U.S. Army now had and airborne antitank capability 
that allowed the aircraft to fire from a range of up to 3,750 
meters. With the Soviet tank guns capable of a maximum 
range of only about 1,500 meters, pilots could stay well out 

of the tanks strike zone, said Mitchell.
“They’ll destroy any known tank in the world, even to this 

day, so it’s a good missile,” he said.
The only drawback was that the missiles were wire guid-

ed, so the aircraft has to stay exposed for the entire duration 
of the missile flight, but despite the slight disadvantage, the 
addition was a success, he said.

“I rather think that this aircraft had a lot to do with mak-
ing sure the Cold War stayed cold,” said the curator. “The 
Army and the taxpayers got their money’s worth out of these 
things.” 

He added that, for that reason, it’s important to preserve 
these artifacts from the past.

The S-model Cobra that guards the museum entrance had 
been exposed to the elements for over a decade and requires 
a bit of work to get it back to its former look, said David 
Williamson, senior project manager for the restoration.

“After sitting outside for so long, the composites and (oth-
er materials) will blister up, so we’re taking all that down 
and taking off any loose paint and smoothing it out,” he said. 
“We replaced a housing for the light (up top) and we did 
some bird proofing. We’re just patching it up and then we’ll 
put a coat of primer on it and go back to the original color.”

“The old girl was looking pretty bad and the contractors 
here will make sure she looks better than she ever has,” 
added Mitchell.

that certain items are prohibited during 
Freedom Fest. 

No coolers, tote bags or backpacks will 
be permitted, except for medical and baby 
care items. Also, no pets, no fireworks, no 
glass containers and no weapons, to include 
guns, knives, pepper spray or other such 
items will be allowed. Bicycles, scooters, 
roller blades or skateboards will also not be 
permitted.

“The [Directorate of Public Safety] wants 
everyone to come out and enjoy Freedom 
Fest 2017, but we ask that you do it respon-
sibly,” added the chief of police. “There will 
be prohibited items signs posted in the park-
ing areas as a reminder not to bring those 
items on the field. Last year, there were still 

a number of patrons that brought pets to the 
event – please leave your pets at home, only 
certified service animals will be allowed on 
the festival fields.”

People are also reminded to park in the 
designated areas for where they wish to exit 
the installation, said the chief of police.

“Ensure when you arrive on Fort Rucker 
that you park in the parking area for the gate 
you wish to exit from when the fireworks 
are complete,” he said. “As an example, if 
you want to leave from the Daleville Gate 
after the fireworks, make sure you park in 
the Daleville parking area because the exit 
routes will be strictly enforced.

“During the Freedom Fest celebration 
there will be multiple police personnel on 
the fields to assist patrons,” he added. “The 
DPS incident command post will also be lo-

cated on Field A and patrons can ask for as-
sistance at that location. A medical tent and 
lost child tent will also be set up on Field A 
to provide assistance.”

According to Dumais, signage will be in 
place to direct visitors to the correct parking 
area for their preferred gate.

“It is important for patrons to follow the 
parking and traffic flow plan because the 
plan was developed to ensure people’s safe-
ty as they enter and exit the installation,” he 
said. “There will be a number of road clo-
sures associated with Freedom Fest, and it 
is important for people to follow the signs 
posted, as well as any instructions from po-
lice personnel and event staff. The egress 
routes are set up to move the large volume 
of vehicles off the installation as quickly 
and safely as possible. Patrons should un-

derstand that it is going to take time to get 
all the vehicles off the installation, so we 
ask for their patience up front.”

Although the event is open to the public, 
a gate access pass is required. Unescorted 
visitors planning to attend Freedom Fest 
must obtain a visitor’s pass from one of two 
visitor control centers. 

Visitors may obtain passes from VCCs at 
the Daleville and Ozark gates. The Daleville 
VCC is open Mondays-Sundays from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. The Ozark VCC is open Mondays-
Fridays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  If planning 
on attending this year’s celebration, Dumais 
recommends people come a few days prior 
to get an access control pass, as the VCCs 
will not remain open after normal business 
hours on the day of the event.

For more information, call 255-1749.

viding emergency financial assistance to 
Soldiers, retired Soldiers and their families,” 
Hughes said during the ceremony. “AER unit 
coordinators across Fort Rucker provided 
awareness training, outlined the benefits of 
Army Emergency Relief for all Soldiers, and 
they shook the trees to achieve these impres-
sive (numbers).

“As a result of their efforts, 24 percent 
of Fort Rucker’s end strength contributed 
to AER for this year’s campaign,” he con-
tinued. “That’s an increase of more the 100 
Soldiers over last year –that’s a very, very 

impressive effort.”
AER began in 1942 when it was incor-

porated as a private nonprofit organization 
with a mission to assist pilots in the Army Air 
Corps, but quickly expanded to helping all 
Soldiers who found themselves in financial 
need due to unforeseen circumstances, said 
the chief of staff.

Since it was established, AER has provided 
more than $1.8 billion to 3.7 million Soldiers 
and families. On average, the program pro-
vides more than $61 million to more than 
40,000 Soldiers and families each year.

AER provides assistance through its vari-
ous programs, including the Commander and 

First Sergeant Quick Assist Program, which 
allows company-level leadership the author-
ity to approve instant financial loans of up to 
$2,000. Additionally, AER provides scholar-
ships for children and spouses of active-duty 
Soldiers, retirees and deceased Soldiers.

“In the Fort Rucker area alone, 17 spouses 
and 65 dependent children are benefitting 
from $181,000 worth of scholarships for the 
2017-2018 school year – an increase of more 
than $33,000,” said Hughes. “The warrior 
ethos states that we will never leave a fallen 
comrade. Our Soldiers in our community 
have, once again, demonstrated that commit-
ment through their contributions to AER.”

Hughes, on behalf of Maj. Gen. William 
K. Gayler, USAACE and Fort Rucker com-
manding general, and the entire USAACE 
command team, personally thanked Beth 
Gunter, AER officer; Maj. Carl E. Warren, 
AER campaign coordinator; Staff Sgts. Alex-
ander Castle and Eddie Williams, AER assis-
tant campaign coordinators; and all the AER 
unit coordinators for their efforts to make this 
year’s campaign a success.

“You all have made a difference, a signifi-
cant difference in the lives of Soldiers and 
their families, and we’re deeply grateful for 
your continued dedication and being there for 
those who serve,” he said.

Day invasion by dropping the first paratroopers. What we did 
not know and didn’t think was recorded anywhere was the tail 
number,” Tilley said.

Tilley’s team made a fortunate discovery in some historical 
unit information.

“Finding the serial number for the first plane that dropped 
paratroopers on D-Day – and to find that it was still in ex-
istence and still flying, was pretty amazing,” Tilley said of a 
discovery made by Matt Scales, who at the time served as a 
U.S. Air Force NCO and was working on the task of updating 
unit histories.

They researched the number on the civil air registry, and 
traced it to the private owner in Arizona where the plane was 
up for sale.

The historians called museums to try to find a buyer, but 
were surprised by the answer they got: “We already have 
one.”

“That was the attitude of a lot of places. We would shake 
our head and say, ‘But do you have the first C-47 that dropped 
airborne troops on D-Day?’” Tilley said.

Tilley’s team continued making calls, to no avail.
Meanwhile, the aircraft was purchased by a company in 

Wisconsin that converts older aircraft into turboprops, and 
puts them back on the market. Tilley’s team made a last-ditch 
effort – they called the company, shared the historical signifi-

cance of the plane, and asked them to hold off on the remanu-
facturing for a time hoping it would allow more time to find it 
a home at a museum.

To their surprise, the company agreed. The delay was 
enough time for the Commemorative Air Force to take anoth-
er look, and set things in motion to procure the aircraft. 

“If you think of actual airplanes that are flying, I think it 
would be very hard to find an individual plane that was more 
historically significant than this one,” said Andy Maag, proj-
ect officer for “That’s All Brother” at the Commemorative Air 
Force.

According to Tilley, it took seven years from the time the 
historians began research in 2007 until the plane was saved 
in 2014.

The plane is undergoing a three-phase process to restore it.
The aircraft first had to be returned to airworthy status. Next 

came restoring the exterior to its former D-Day appearance, 
which was recently finished. The next phase is the historic in-
terior restoration.

“You can have a flying plane and still have a lot of the World 
War II details missing,” he said.

The plane is slated to be re-outfitted with paratrooper com-
partment, first aid kits, a restroom in the back, and a radio op-
erator and navigator compartment, according to Maag.

Next year, “That’s All Brother” will return to Normandy.
“The next big phase is … taking it back over for the 2019 

75th commemoration of D-Day,” Maag said. “We’re really 

excited to be able to participate.”
Thanks to the support from generous donors to restore it, the 

plane will fly the historic route through Canada, Greenland, 
Iceland, Scotland, will base outside of Cambridge, and then 
fly over the channel to Normandy, according to Maag. 

“It’s a very touching thing to see how far the plane has 
come,” Maag said.

“That’s All Brother” represents a shared history between 
two services.

“The interesting thing about this plane is it carries a 
strong relationship with the Army as much as it does with 
the Air Force. Obviously, it was all Army back in World 
War II, but a lot of World War II aviation has been co-opt-
ed by the Air Force. Because this was a delivery vehicle 
for airborne troops it has a really strong Army heritage, as 
well,” Maag said.

The 75th anniversary event in Normandy in 2019 may be 
the last anniversary where there are living veterans, according 
to Tilley, who routinely seeks out family members to piece 
together the puzzle of history.

“Some of the paratroopers had (written) accounts, and they 
wrote names down so we could further research,” Tilley said.  
“We don’t suspect we’ll find a manifest. It would be a great 
find.”

Tilley remains hopeful as he continues to focus on finding 
information on the World War II paratroopers from the 101st 
and 82nd Airborne divisions. 
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Freedom Fest
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1106 Rucker Blvd.
ENTERPRISE, AL
(334) 393-4496

MON.–SAT. 9AM–6PM

SUN 1PM - 5PM LIAM

SADDLE CREEKLATITUDE

OPTIONS

HOME OF THE FREE
BECAUSE OF THE BRAVE

AER
Continued from Page A1

Historian
Continued from Page A1



REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

166 LAKEVIEW DRIVE, DALEVILLE:

$53,000

Great townhouse! Why rent when
you can buy? 2 bedrooms, 1 bath.
Convenient to Ft Rucker. Call
to see this lovely home today!
TERRI AVERETT, 406-2072 &

JACKIE THOMPSON, 406-1231

300 BROOKWOOD DRIVE: $289,000: Better than new const! 4
Bedroom, 3 Bath home with wide open floor plan. 2328 +/-SF of custom
upgrades 4th Bedroom has ensuite bath and separate entrance, Guest
Bedroom or Child’s Bedroom has a separate thermostat for convenience.
Kitchen boasts tons of granite counter space and large pantry. $20,000 in
landscaping upgrade to include trees, curbed islands, pergola w jasmine
vine, full sod, sprinkler syst schematics designed w future pool for easy
install ,porch tv hook up, gas grill hook up, 2 car garage fits 22 ft long truck,
built-in shelving, wireless security system w night vision HD & on-line access
away from home, oiled bronze fixtures, Master BD 17’10” x 15’7”, Master
BA 10’5” x 15’6”, Master CL 11’6” x 7’1”-awesome
floor plan for entertaining. top dead bolts on ext doors
for child safety, attic has 20’ floored w extra shelves,
custom backsplash in kitchen, microwave cabinet has
extra shelf, under counter lighting, notice tile design in
dining room and kitchen so chairs don’t scratch wood
floor, porch swing incl, remote cntrl gas fireplace and
much more. CHERYL PICCININI, 390-9612

510 W WATTS STREET: $100,000: Great starter
or retirement home, this home features a Jacuzzi tub
in the guest bath and a large shower in the master
bath. Handicap accessible as this home is very open
with the extra room being able to be a bedroom, office,
or family room. Chain link fenced yard in the rear for
that special pet. Kitchen equipped with self-cleaning
oven, microwave hood, dishwasher and
refrigerator. Nice pantry, and washer
and dryer connections in a closet area.
Come take a look at this cute home!
EVELYN HITCH, 406-3436

102 CAMBRIDGE ROAD: $79,900: This nice ranch
features a great room with F/P, kitchen
with dining area, extra living space or
den area, big laundry space that can
accommodate an office, 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, big back yard for entertainment.
Great location, close to shopping areas and
schools. Well established subdivision. VA
foreclosure to be sold as is. Alabama Right
of Redemption may affect this asset. Seller
does not guarantee or warrant title to the
property. NANCY CAFIERO, 389-1758

& BOB KUYKENDALL, 369-8534

3904 RICHLAND ROAD, DOTHAN: $79,900:

Solid brick ranch located on a well
established neighborhood, very
close to all amenities in town. Great
opportunity for an investor. This can be
a great rental property or a your first
home. It need some TLC. VA foreclosure
to be sold as is. Built prior to 1978,
lead base potentially exist. Alabama
Right of Redemption will apply.
BOB KUYKENDALL, 369-8534 &

NANCY CAFIERO, 389-1758

580 JESTER COURT, COWARTS: $110,000:

Only a few minutes from Downtown
Dothan, this traditional home
features 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
big living space for entertainment,
two car garage, nice kitchen, back
deck for grilling, high ceilings and
more. Alabama Right of Redemption
may affect this property. Seller does
not guarantee or warrant title on
this property. NANCY CAFIERO,

389-1758 & BOB KUYKENDALL,

369-8534

1986 SHELLFIELD ROAD: $209,900: Beautifully crafted 3
Bedroom, 2 Bath home with all the bells and whistles. Stainless
steel appliances in kitchen. Large back yard with arbor and privacy
fence, Storage Shed. Split floor plan, Master bath has elegant walk
in tiled shower and jetted tub. Large Laundry Room. Eat in Kitchen
and Dining Room, Elegant Entry, Gas Log Fireplace, Ceiling fans
throughout. Salt water pool (pool robot and equipment included
in sale) with pool deck drainage installed. Large screened in Patio
with indoor/outdoor carpet & outlets, downspouts and gutters,
outdoor motion lighting, Large drive way with
extra parking apron. Lots of Natural light and
mature landscaping. Inside City Limits/Enterprise
City Schools. Easy commute to schools, Johnny
Henderson Park, Sports Recreation Complex,
and Fort Rucker. Termite Bond and Home
Warranty. CHERYL PICCININI, 390-9612

312 KING STREET, NEW BROCKTON: $149,988: Lovely 3
bedroom/2 bath home in New Brockton on a dead end street.
Built in 2012 and modeled after The Cottages at Woodland Park
in Enterprise, the owner had only wood or tile floors installed.
A sun room and covered patio was added on the back for
enjoyment of the large back yard. Four mature and producing
pecan trees dot the property. A shed with additional covered
area for lawn equipment is also in the back yard. A wood privacy
fence runs along the rear boundary with chain
link completing the enclosed back yard for
the safety of children or pets. Convenient to
Enterprise and Fort Rucker and a great price
for this move in ready home. A motivated
seller wants to move to be near grandchildren.
JAN SAWYER, 406-2393

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

141,000 • REDUCED

$289,000

144,900 • REDUCED

$185,000

$178,500

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

OPEN SATURDAY, JUNE 9TH

& SUNDAY, JUNE 10TH

1:00PM-3:00PM

$163,900 • REDUCED

The Cottages at Woodland Park--beautiful, well

maintained move-in-ready like new cottage located

conveniently to schools, shopping, restaurants &

minutes to Ft. Rucker. Lot 63 & half of adjoining Lot

62 convey. Enjoy morning coffee on screened porch

overlooking private, landscaped, fenced backyard w/10

x 15 workshop.House equipped w/security system,

stainless appliance, natural gas heat/cooking/water

heater, irrigation system, 2” faux wood blinds, tray

ceiling in living room, wood floors in living area.

JUDY DUNN
301-5656

DRECtons:
From Boll Weevil Circle (pass
Enterprise High School), L into
Woodland Park Subdivision on
Jasmine Circle, house on R

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

OPEN SATURDAY, JUNE 9TH

1:00PM-3:00PM

$147,500 • REDUCED

Move in ready 3/2 in Breckenridge w/handicap

accessibility. Wide door openings, a wider hallway, a

step in tile shower w/a fold down seat & grab bar, a

ramp from the kitchen door to the garage & another

from the rear deck to the yard. Oversized garage w/

grooved concrete & the rear deck is constructed of

hardiplank. Tile in all wet areas & down the hallway.

The living/dining area have wood flooring. The

bedrooms have carpeting. The master has a huge walk-

in closet & a separate shower. Reroofed in Dec. 2017.

JAN SAWYER
406-2393

DIRECTIONS:

From Boll Weevil Circle turn onto

Dauphin St. Ext. Turn right at

the first Brecken Ridge Terrace

entrance. Unit is third on the left.
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The 4th Forward Support Medi-
cal Platoon, C Company, 2nd Bat-
talion, 227th Aviation Regiment, 
1st Air Calvary Brigade, from Fort 
Hood, Texas, arrived in Poland in 
March to participate in Atlantic 
Resolve.

The platoon recently landed in 
Oleszno, Poland, to support Saber 
Strike 18 beginning early June. 
Their mission in Poland is not 
training, but to provide real-life 
medical evacuation support for ser-
vice members injured during Saber 
Strike. The 4th FSMP will provide 
24-hour MEDEVAC capabilities to 
anyone injured during Saber Strike 
18, moving real-life causalities to 
civilian hospitals in Poland.

“Mission Command East has 
coordinated our being allowed to 
go to the hospital and our being 
able to actually land at the hospi-
tal,” said 1st Lt. William Miller, 
a pilot assigned to the 4th FSMP. 
The unit, along with MC East, has 
worked diligently to continue to 
build a relationship with the local 
hospitals. Williams says he hopes 
to carry on the joint effort to build-
ing an even stronger relationship 
with our allies and be able to open 
the doorways for the unit to follow 
his.

The 4th FSMP brought three 
UH-HH60M Black Hawks to sup-
port Saber Strike 18. The platoon 
is divided into each Black Hawk in 
teams of four to include two pilots, 
one medic, and one crew chief.

The UH-60 crew chief’s main 
role is to provide operational readi-
ness for the Black Hawks. 

“We will be the first ones out to 
prep the aircraft with the [pilot,] 
get it ready for engine start, and, 
as soon as the medic and the [pi-

lot commander] come out, we can 
start turning blades and go out and 
rescue our patients,” said Sgt. Em-
ily Katz, 4th FSMP crew chief.

Katz isn’t new to joint opera-
tions with the Polish military. She 
had the opportunity to work along-

side them in Allied Spirit VIII in 
Hohenfels, Germany.

“We’ve talked to them about 
their search and rescue capabili-
ties,” said Katz. “It’s fun interact-
ing and seeing how they operate 
and them seeing how we operate. 

It’s been a great work relation-
ship.” 

Katz said being in a field envi-
ronment is a lot better than being 
back at home. It means that we 

B
MAY 31, 2018

Armywide

SEE MEDEVAC, PAGE B4

1st Batallion, 25th Aviation Regi-
ment, will be joined by Troop B, 2nd 
Squadron, 6th Cavalry Regiment, 25th 
Combat Aviation Brigade, from Wheel-
er Army Airfield, Hawaii, to form an 
Army Aviation battalion task force 
known as Task Force Arctic Saber. 

TF Arctic Saber will replace 6th 
Sqdn., 6th Cav. Regt., 10th CAB, 10th 
Mountain Division from Fort Drum, 
New York, as part of a normal rotation 
of Army Aviation assets to augment 
those already stationed in the Republic 
of Korea.

Lt. Col. Matthew A. Landrum, TF 
Arctic Saber commander, says this de-
ployment provides a unique opportuni-
ty to expand and enhance the relation-
ship with the Republic of Korea Army, 
and he knows his Soldiers are ready.

“I am humbled to know that we will 
energetically attack this mission,” Lan-
drum said. “We must always remain 
mission focused, be professional and 
stay disciplined.”

TF Arctic Saber will be assigned to 
the 2nd CAB, 2nd Infantry Division, 
while in Korea.

MCALLEN, Texas — In a small barbed-wired en-
closed, green-pastured yard in Tamaulipas, Mexico, just 
three hours south of the Texas-Mexico border, 6-year-
old Liliana Chavez Uribe marveled at the sight of crop-
dusters flying over her home and dreamed that one day 
she, too, could fly. A short 18 years later, 2nd Lt. Liliana 
Chavez Uribe smiles as she recalls the memory that pro-
pelled her ever forward, ever upward.

“I grew up in a rural area where we didn’t have run-
ning water — we had wells,” Chavez, 24, said. “We 
had outhouses, so, no toilets, and the first time I saw 
a shower I was in second or third grade -- I grew up in 
the projects.”

Chavez, now an Aeromedical Evacuation Officer, 
2nd Battalion, 149th Aviation Regiment, General Sup-
port Aviation Battalion, who flies Black Hawks and 
Lakotas, said that her accomplishments are far beyond 
what her 6-year-old self could have imagined.

“I have been wanting to fly since the first time I saw 
an airplane, but I kind of put that dream aside, since I 
thought it was very competitive,” Chavez said. “It was 
like dreaming to be a movie star, you put it aside be-
cause you think it will never happen.”

Despite the obstacles that Chavez and her family 
endured as immigrants during their journey, Chavez 
realized her dreams were more of a reality than she 
thought. 

“I came here as a permanent resident,” Chavez said. 
“My dad worked his butt off to get us all here the correct, 

MEDEVAC

Sgt. Emily Katz and Spc. Jimmy Torres, crew chiefs,  assigned to the 4th Forward Support Medical Platoo n, 
conducts maintenance on the UH-HH60M Black Hawk, June 2, at Ziemsko Airfield, Poland. The unit is here to 
provide MEDEVAC support for Saber Strike 18.

PHOTO BY CPL. TRISTIN MAXIMILIAN

Soldiers from C Troop, 4th Heavy Attack Reconnaisance Squadron, 6th Cavalry Regiment, 
prepare for night flight training at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash. March 15.

PHOTO BY SGT. MARICRIS C. MCLANE

N IG HT FLIG HT Female 
Texas Army 
National 
Guard pilot  
defies limits
By 1st Lt. Nadine Wiley De Moura 
100th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

By  Master Sgt. Jason Stadel 
25th Infantry Division 

Soldiers from 1-25th Avn. Regt., 25th CAB, 25th Inf. Div., 
stand in formation during a color casing ceremony at Fort 
Wainwright, Alaska, June 1. The battalion, along with Troop 
B, 2nd Sqdn., 6th Cav. Regt., 25th CAB, will deploy as part 
of a routine rotation of Aviation assets to the Republic of 
Korea. 

ARMY PHOTO

By Cpl. Tristin Maximilian 
126th Public Affairs Operations 
Center

SEE PILOT, PAGE B4

4th Forward Support Medical Platoon supports Saber Strike

1-25th Avn. Regt. cases colors 

Second Lt. Liliana Chavez Uribe
PHOTO BY SGT. 1ST CLASS SUZANNE RINGLE



ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

PETS & ANIMALS

CATS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE & OFFICE WORK

EDUCATION,TRAINING & LIBRARY

GENERAL

SALES

EMPLOYMENT

GENERAL

TRANSPORTATION

GENERAL HEALTHCARE
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Want Your Ad
To Stand Out?
Use An Attractor
Or Use Bold Print

In Your Ad

Daylilies For Sale
3293 S. Rocky Creek Rd.

Ashford
Call 334-714-1039 or
334-714-4386

Siamese Kittens: Pure bred, 8 wks old ,
litter trained, reputable local breeder.
$75. Call 334-299-3752 or 334-701-0030

Lab Pups - AKC Chocolate English Labs, Born
3/21/18, ready now, UTD shots and wormed,
from proven Hunters on premise. Call for price,
Bascom, FL. 850-557-3764 or 850-569-1157

LEA, small mixed Lab female , spayed needs
good home $100. 334-464-3757 Needs to be only
dog or will not let go. VERY SWEET!!!!
Needs fenced yard - runs like the wind!!!

APLIN FARMS
Now Open

Mon - Sat 8-5
Peaches, Plums,

strawberries, lettuce, onions
cabbage & green beans

334-792-6362

Hendrix Farm Produce
* Home grown cucumber, squash,

zucchini & new potatoes
Mon. - Sat. 8-6 ( we accept s.n.a.p )
19030 State Hwy. 52 East Slocomb

334-726-7646

Naturally Grown Blueberries
R & R Farms U-Pick or I-Pick or We-Pick

334-714-4703
Located 52 HWY West

3.3 mi. from circle turn (R) Look for signs.
All you can eat while picking in the field

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE
Vine Ripe tomatoes, frozen peas, butter
beans, turnips, collard & mustard

Mon.-Sat. (8am - 5:30 pm)
Hwy 52 Malvern, AL 334-793-6690

SNELL FARMS
SHELLING PLANT

∂ Shelled Peas ∂ Squash ∂ Tomatoes
∂ Peaches ∂ Boiled Peanuts ∂ Blueberries
∂ Green Beans ∂ Cucumbers ∂ New potatoes
∂ Green Peanuts ∂ Egg Plant ∂ Zucchini

Ozark @ 2652 Hwy 231 S. (334)733-8289
snellfarms33@gmail.com

We accept EBT, MC, Visa & FMNP Vouchers.

23 Acre Hay Field for Lease on
Bump Nose Rd. "Marianna"
Call JD Haynes 850-656-1518

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small

Custom Thinning

Pea River Timber
334-389-2003

OPEN POSITIONS

SALES ASSOCIATE
Retail Experience Preferred

APPLY IN PERSON
King’s Furniture & Appliances
2821 Ross Clark Circle

COME GROWWITH US!

Applications are now being accepted
for the following position:

AP CLERK/RECEPTIONIST
Must have 2 years experience in
accounts payable. Experience with

Lawson and AS400 applications a plus.

Email resume to: lbarnes@utm.com

-------------------------------------------------------
Drug Screen Required

EOE

* Enrollment Management
Specialist

For more information
visit our website at
www.escc.edu

Human Resources, ESCC,
PO Box 1300

Enterprise, AL 36331
334-347-2623
ESCC is an EOE

Experienced
Meat Cutter
needed at

Ozark Super Sav.
* Must be able to work

flexible hours.
* Full Time Position

*Apply in person at
288 North Union

Avenue, Ozark, Alabama.

The Organized Community
Action Program, Inc.,

a private, non-profit organization,
is accepting applications for a

Licensed Quality Control Inspector
to inspect homes weatherized in any or all
of the agency’s weatherization service areas

of Barbour, Bullock, Butler, Coffee,
Covington, Crenshaw, Dale Geneva, Henry,
Houston, Lowndes and Pike Counties.

Work to be inspected includes but is not
limited to the insulation of atic, side wall,
and floor/belly, air sealing with tow-part

foam, proper operation blower door technolo-
gy, duct repauir/replacement, HVAC

repair/replacement, vented space heater
repair/replacement, and other applicable
minor repairs. All work must be completed
and inspected according to Department of
Energy guidelines set forth in the Standard
Work Specifications (SWS). Approximately
30 houses are scheduled to be assessed in
the 12 county service areas. Funds will be
paid from the Department of Energy (DOE)
weatherization grant and the Low income
Weatherization Program Grant (LIWAP).

Interested contractor must provide a copy of
his/her State of Alabama business license
and QCI Certification, liability insurance, and
a completed W9 form. Please provide
telephone and fax numbers along with an
email address if available. Three references
will be required. Copies of the above items

can be mailed to OCAP, Inc.
Attention: Annette Shepherd, 507 North
Three Notch Street, Troy, AL 36081.

A contractors meeting will be held on
Thursday, June 14, 2018 at 10:00 AM
at the central office located at 507 North

Three Notch Street, Troy, AL 36081 to explain
work procedures and to verify contractor

elegibility.

For additional informaiton contact
Annette Shepherd,

Weatherization Coordinator, at
(334-566-1712.

CITY OF DOTHAN

Lineman Apprentice
$17.92 HR

Part Time Facility
Supervisor
$8.34 HR

Closing Date – June 14, 2018
Apply on-line at:

http://www.dothan.org
EOE/AAE

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING

APPLICATIONS FOR THE POSITION OF:

WATER DISTRIBUTION
METER READER

Summary: The employee reads meters
and records water consumption.
Operates a hand held computer and
completes programmed route as

scheduled. Makes special readings for
customers and cuts service on and off.
Maintains assigned vehicle. Assists in
the installation, maintenance, testing

and repair of water meters.

Starting Salary: $11.93/HR

OPENING DATE:
May 31st, 2018
CLOSING DATE:
June 14th, 2018

To Apply, visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
CITY OF ENTERPRISE

CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST.
ENTERPRISE, AL.
M – F, 7:30 - 4:30.

EOE

The Organized Community
Action Program, Inc.,

a private, non-profit organization,
is accepting applications for

Contractors
interested in bidding on homes to be
weatherized in any or all of the agency’s
weatherization service areas of Barbour,

Bullock, Butler, Coffee, Covington, Crenshaw,
Dale Geneva, Henry, Houston, Lowndes and

Pike Counties.

Work includes but is not limited to the
insulation of attic, side wall, and floor/belly,
air sealing with two-part foam, proper
operation blower door technology, duct

repair/ replacement, HVAC
repair/replacement, vented space heater
repair/replacement, and other applicable
minor repairs. All work must be completed
according to Department of Energy

guidelines set forth in the Standard Work
Specification (SWS). Approximatley 35

houses are sceduled to be assessed in the 12
county service areas. Funds will be paid from

the Department of Energy (DOE)
weatherization grant, the Low Income

Weatherization Program Grant (LIWAP) and
the USDA Rural Development Housing

Preservation Grant (HUD).

To be eligible to bid, contractors must
provide a copy of his/her State of Alabama
business license and QCI Certification,

liability insurance, and a completed W9 form.
Please provide telephone and fax numbers
along with an email address if available.
Three references will be required. Copies of
the above items can be mailed to OCAP, Inc.
Attention: Annette Shepherd, 507 North Three

Notch Street, Troy, AL 36081.

A contractors meeting will be held on
Thursday, June 14, 2018 at 10:00 AM
at the central office located at 507 North

Three Notch Street, Troy, AL 36081 to explain
work procedures and to verify contractor

elegibility.
For additional informaiton contact

Annette Shepherd,
Weatherization Coordinator, at

(334-566-1712.

Vaughn-Blumberg Services
Accepting Online Applications for the following position:

• Direct Care Assistant & PRN Direct Care Assistant
• Instructors & Substitue Instructors

Requirements:
High School Diploma or GED and Valid Drivers’ License

www.vaughnblumbergservices.com
EOE

LPN Needed!
∂Mon-Fri No Weekends!

∂Must be able to Multi-Task
∂ Must be able to work in
fast paced environment
∂ Experience Required

Send resumes to:
Box "SS"

The Dothan Eagle
227 N. Oates St. Dothan,

AL 36303

Somerset Assisted Living
Residences is seeking a

Wellness Nurse
to help keep our residents healthy and

living happy, productive lives.
Our company has been taking care of
residents in the Wiregrass since 1977 and

prides itself on meaningful and
compassionate care of the elderly.

This is a full time positon that requires a
Licensed Registered Nurse who is

passionate about caring for the elderly
and possesses great organizational and
communication skills. This day shift
opening is Monday through Friday and
offers a competitive salary and a
complete benefit package.

Please apply by mailing your resume to:
Human Resources, 2094 John D Odom

Road, Dothan, AL 36303
or email resume to:

Sheila.Cobb@extendicarehealth.com.

CLASS A CDL DRIVERS
Birmingham, AL based transportation
company looking for Class A CDL drivers.
Great small company atmosphere!

Currently running 60 tractors and growing!
We are looking for new team members to
participate in our continued growth.

WE OFFER:
• Starting Pay $.42 Per Mile
• Will Increase to $.45/Mile in 1 yr.
• Benefits (BC/BC medical, dental, vision,
LTD, STD, Life Insurance)

• Equipment -Tractors 2015-2018
(FreightLiners-10 speed) Vans 2014-2018
• All dry van freight (no driver touch,
no Hazardous Materials)
• Paid Weekly/Direct Deposit
• Referral Bonus Bucks
• Paid vacation
• Rider Program
• Running Southeast, Midwest, Atlantic
States

Please call (205)925-1977 ext 2309,
email: recruiting@churchtransportation.net,

or Facebook

REQUIREMENTS:
• Must be at least 23 years of age
• Valid Class A license
• Pass a pre-employment drug screen
• Have an up to date DOT medical card
• Have 18 months driving experience

We look forward to hearing from you and
having you as a member of our team!
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PROTECTIVE SERVICE

GENERAL

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

VACATION PROPERTIES

RECREATION

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

DRIVEWAYS

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

EXCAVATION

FLOORING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

LAWN SERVICES

ADVERTISE IN

THE CLASSIFIEDS

IT’S AS EASY AS

1. CALL

2. PLACE YOUR AD

3. GET RESULTS

Need a New Home?

Check out the Classifieds

CITY OF DOTHAN

Police Officer
$35,505.60 AN

Closing Date – June 30, 2018

Apply on-line at:
http://www.dothan.org

EOE/AAE
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Acre Lots for Sale-Headland
OWNER FINANCE AVAILABLE
Central water and electric pole included.
$12,900 per ac. lot. OBO Call: 386-312-6363

LAND FOR SALE by owner 185 +/- acres
has been cultivated for 125 years by crop
rotation, all new utilities on site and includes
sewer. 53 ac. on north side of Webb Rd. and
132 acres on south side. 3 miles from

downtown Dothan. 65 acres of mature pine
timber. See to appreciate! Call Jim:
770-378-1559. before 8pm central time.

FSBO 4BR/3BA HOME
113 Sweetwater Drive,
Headland - 2240SF
Brick/Tile/Carpet,

Granite countertops, stone gas fireplace,
lovely views 4 acre pond and fenced back-

yard. $229,000 Call 334-618-4430

FSBO SAVE THOUSANDS
2230 OMUSSEE RD.
Spacious 2 Story Brick
4BR/2.5BA 3200SF, lg bed-
rooms w/master down-

stairs, office upstairs, wrap around porch, 2 car
garage, 40x50 detached garage w/insulated of-
fice 2½ acres. $275,000 by owner 334-794-9514

LEASE TO OWN MOBILE HOME
3BR/2BA, 14x65, fixer upper. $310. mo

located in Rehobeth school zone near Lowes
334-790-5444

RENTAL PROPERTIES FOR SALE

1. Duplex 1031 an 1029 S Bell St. Dothan
Construction: concrete foundation, block
walls and new metal roof. 1 unit has new
flooring & paint. Monthly rents $725.

Asking $39,000

2. 3BR/1BA 209 Jeff St Dothan,
wood frame with extra lot,

Leased for $395 mo. Asking $29,900.

3. 3BR/1BA 88 Mikado Dr. Kinsey AL .
brick house with garage & laundry area.
Concrete foundation, central A/C.

Leased for $575 per month, asking $53,100

û Total Annual leases all 3 properties $20,340
û Package sale buy all 3 = $119,000.

Call or text for more info 334-797-9757

MEXICO BEACH, FL. LAND FOR SALE

prime property, corner lot,
2 mins. walk to the beach, straight shot.
You can hear the waves. 100ft. x 145ft.

$70,000 Call: 706-563-8785

Alumacraft 14’ Jon Boat and trailer.
Never been in salt water, tires new last year,
has boat cover. $1000. 912-381-2082

Jon Boat with trailer has 2 seats, trolling motor,
new carpet that needs to be put in. $1200. OBO
334-899-6583 Boat has been kept out of
weather.

2008 Keystone Cougar 276RLS , 5th wheel,
29ft., half ton truck towable, 1 power slide,
2 - 30 lbs. propane tanks, awning, new battery,
Frig runs on elec. or propane, beautiful
interior, exc. cond. $10,500. 334-494-0243

Safari Serengeti 2001 , Class A motor home! 40’
350 hp. cruise control, 6 speed Allison trans-
mission, Cummins with turbo, 2 slides, 7.5 KW
Generator, 78K miles, solid wood cabinets
ceramic tile floors, electric awning, 3 TV’s,
microwave/oven, bathroom has separate
shower. Price Neg. 334-299-6306 VERY NICE!

Dodge 1965 D100 Pickup , slant 6-225 engine
original drive train, Collector used vehicle,
Good exterior, excellent interior condition
48,000 miles, KBB Value $22,500. Call or text
Oscar (334) 791-1356 serious inquiries only.

Ford 1970 Mustang , 6 cyl engine original drive
train, one owner collector vehicle, excellent
condition, 150,000 miles, KBB Value $20,000
Call or text Oscar at (334) 791-1356
serious inquiries only.

BMW 325convertible, 2006 , below average
miles, 1-owner. $8950. 912-429-7878 or
912-655-4727.

Chevrolet 1988
Corvette Convertible.
Excellent shape, 60,000
original miles. Garage
kept. Strong 350.

$14,000. Call 334-596-0912 or 334-596-1560

Chevrolet 2014 Corvette Sting Ray Coupe, 6.2L
engine, crystal red metallic tintcoat with
Kalahari interior, 3040 miles, options include:
2LT package, chrome wheels, 6 speed paddle
shift trans, exhaust multi mode performance
and Chevy MyLink navigation $46,825 Call 334-
308-5672

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Corvette Coupe 1999 , low miles, like new,
$18,500 912-429-7878 or 912-655-4727

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Mazda 2011 MX-5 Miata ,
bright cherry red, 5 speed
manual, 112K miles (most-
ly hwy miles), brand new
high quality cloth top in-

stalled by Whitehurst in Dothan last season,
brand new BF Goodrich G-Force tires, brand
new Rain-X wiper blades, brand new NGK iridi-
um spark plugs, garage kept, clean title, excel-
lent condition. You won’t find a another toy like
this one! Sporty and fun to drive, you’ll love
this vehicle! Price Reduced $9250 Call or Txt
334-432-5334.

PT Cruiser 2006 , white Touring edition, 123K
miles, good condition REDUCED $3500.
334-793-3012. Leave Message.

Toyota 2007 Camry, 1 owner 159K miles, all
electric, all repair receipts, automatic all
looks and runs great, loan value $7450.
SELLING $6800. firm! 334-596-9966

Volkswagen 2014 Tiguan SE SUV , blue w/off
white leather interior, appearance package,
well equipment, ONLY 51k miles, good tires and
luggage rack. $15,995. Call: 334-393-3320 or
334-470-8218 or 334-470-6919

2009 Goldwing CSC Trike , excellent condition
24k miles, titaniam grey, asking $25,900
Cycle Wear Available: jackets, vest, rainsuits,
helmets, new heated suit and boots.
Call 334-790-6595

Harley Davidson Heritage 2017 , 1460 miles, jsut
had 1st. service. 1 year left on warrenty, many
many extras. $14,000 334-494-2705

Chevrolet 2008 Silverado

1500 Extended Cab WT:
One owner PU w/backseat
& 135K miles. Adrian steel
toolbox, Vortex spray on
liner, factory hitch, dealer
oil change every 7K miles,

no rust, new tires, cold AC, runs very well,
newer brakes. $9,990. Call 850-718-8790

Massey Ferguson 231 , great tires, power
steering, NO issues. Very good condition with
6ft. bush hog & 2 row cultivator. $5000.
334-618-0523

Ford 1954 800
Farm Tractor with a
7x16’ double axel Trailer
Tractor, runs very good,
but there is a problem
with the electrical system.

$5750, OBO for BOTH. Located at 91 Covenant
Dr. Dothan. Tractor is kept in a garage so
please call 334-792-3553 for appointment.

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
Call Jim 334-379-4953

WANTING TO BUY USED CAR
RUNNING CONDITION.

334-596-1115.

Complete CareGivers

In Home Elder Care Service
Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

Elderly Care?
Nursing Home Not An Option?
I will stay in YOUR home with YOUR
loved one. Reasonable rates,
light Housekeeping, errands
& meals prep. Exp. & Ref. Avail.
Call: 334-733-2196

POOLE
ASPHALT & CONCRETE

û û û
Driveways Parking Lots
Access Roads Building Slabs
Side Walks Curbs
Backhoe Work Dozer Work
Dump Truck Fill Dirt

Any & All Asphalt & Concrete Needs

Call 334-492-2235
Dothan, AL

Roy Poole Brent Poole
Estimator Owner

CHAD’s USED CARS
Come spend your income taxes with us
$$$$$ and save hundreds $$$$$

û Buy Here û Pay Hereû
OVER 50 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s

We appreciate your business !!!

MORRISON Bush Hogging
Call: 334-200-5297

(Licensed and Insured)
Call for FREE Estimates.
r 5 years Cutting in
The Wiregrass!

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE
• Home • Church • Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

BEST SERVICE! BEST PRICE!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Computer & Laptop Repair
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified

Dothanpc.com (Mon-Sat)

2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South

334-828-1621 334-596-3250

Myers Construction LLC

Professional Quality Concrete
& Block Service. Free Est . 150 mile
radius from Dothan 334-447-7853
josephdmyers1@gmail.com

See us on facebook ( Joey Myers)
Milled Asphalt parking lots & driveways

(334) 219-0437
(334) 685-6039

FREE
ESTIMATES

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can handle any
of your construction needs!

CONCRETE WORK
driveways • foundations • slabs • patios

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Dozier & Tractor Work

MASONRY WORK
brick • block • stone

ADDITIONS & BATHROOM
REMODELING

Q U A L I T Y H O M E S

BLACK TOP SEALCOAT AND STRIPING, LLC
Residential and Commercial

* Asphalt Repair * Seal Coating * Striping
* Parking Lot Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES
Greg Mcginty Dan Mcginty
850-573-0080 850-658-2816

LICENSED & INSURED Lic#118000033042

Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970
LCD, LED, Plasma,
DLP & CRTunits.

Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q

1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL
www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Surgical Land Clearing
• Forestry Mulching • Land/Lot Clearing

Contact Patrick or John Moore
at 334-714-4047 or 334-803-4281

• Brush Cutting • Small Trees • Food Plots
• Shooting Lanes • Clear Fence Rows

• Lot Beautification • Survey Line Maintenance
• Riding Trails

CARPET SERVICES

∂ Restretches
∂ Repairs

∂ Or Replacements

Call John 334-405-0493

* Able body man available 7 days a week *
Yard work, cleanup, farm help, driver,
moving etc. I have dependable
transportation and references.

$100 for an 8 hour day, $70 for half day.
I’ll give you an honest days work.
Call Don at 334-618-9832.

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

HUSBAND FOR HIRE

Full Service Company
û 35 YEARS EXP . û

*Ceiling fans * Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets

*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry * Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist
"Let us handle your
home repair needs"

Odd Jobs to Big Jobs
Ask for Paul HFHS LLC

334-790-2659 Locally Owned

POPCORN CEILING REMOVAL
* PAINTING * TRIM *
* DRYWALL REPAIRS *
35 years experience ( Licensed &

Insured )

r Free Estimates q
Call: Joe 334-441-6736

Rotten Wood - Decks - Painting - Doors
r Call about Interior painting specials q

Free Estimates Competitive Pricing,
Licensed & Insured

Enterprise Based
334-494-6596

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

MUSTARD SEED LANDSCAPING, LLC

Professional Landscape Design/Installation

ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer
Auburn University Graduate

*Irrigation Installation/Repair
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage
Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed@comcast.net

LAWN PRO, LLC

NEED YOUR
YARD CLEANED UP?

FREE ESTIMATE
We also offer:

∂ Year Round Lawn Maintenance
∂ Hedge Trimming ∂ Chainsaw Work

∂ Flower Bed Work including new bedding,

etc... Call Josh at 334-726-8593
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legal way, and now I am citizen.”
Upon moving, to Pharr, Texas, with her parents, Chavez 

and her older sister went to school in the Pharr-San-Juan-
Alamo Independent School District. It was during her high 
school years that Chavez discovered her love for the disci-
plined military structure when she joined the Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps. 

Chavez graduated fifth in her high school class with an 
associate degree under her belt and landed a two-year Texas 
Armed Services scholarship to the University of Texas Pan-
American where she joined the Reserve Officer Training 
Corps.

“In ROTC I got the opportunity to go up for the aviation 
board,” Chavez, a biology major, said. “I put in the packet, 
took a physical fitness test, went before a whole bunch of 
important people and was selected,” she casually recounted 
without hubris, as if it was no feat at all. 

Chavez graduated flight school and Survival Evasion Re-
sistance and Escape training.

SERE is a 21-day training requirement for all pilots and 
U.S. Special Forces that tests the limits of the participants’ 
mental and physical fortitude to prepare them to evade cap-
ture and survive extreme conditions and unforgiving ele-
ments, while maintaining the military code of conduct.

Chavez said that SERE training was the most challenging 
experience that she has faced in her life. 

“My lowest moment (during the training), I can’t say it, 
but it was really, really low,” Chavez said. “But I started 
laughing, even though there were tears coming out of my 
eyes. It was tough, but I always had a positive attitude. I 
tried to sing and make something positive out of a crappy 
situation.”

Chavez credited her father’s work ethic to the reason she 
is so driven to overcome the multitude of challenges she 
faced during SERE training.

“My dad, he is really motivating,” Chavez said. “He works 
in construction, in roofing. He would come back home just 
burned and blistered -- everyday nonstop and he never com-
plained.”

Chavez said that she admires her father and that he is the 
force that continues to keep her on track. “I always stop to sit 
down and think ‘would this make my dad proud?’,” Chavez 
said as her eyes glimmered with pride.

Silvano Chavez, Liliana’s father, also frequently expresses 

his pride for his daughter when talking to his friends. His 
pride gleamed through his eyes as he spoke of her. 

“I tell my friends that Liliana is on another level, she isn’t 
just any normal college graduate -- she is way more than 
that,” Silvano said. “Liliana serves as an example that if you 
work hard and persevere you can get to where you want to 
be.”

Silvano was one of 14 siblings and never had the opportu-
nity to finish his education or go to college. He started work-
ing at the age of 13 to help provide for his large family. 

Silvano said that he taught his three daughters that if you 
want to do better in life you need to focus and take every op-
portunity that you have. 

“When Liliana went to Alabama (Fort Rucker for flight 
school) she had never thought of flying as a possibility,” Sil-
vano said. “It was an opportunity that she had and she took 
it.”

Chavez remembered being one of three women and the 
only Hispanic woman in her flight school class. 

“There is a challenge in being a Hispanic woman and be-
ing a minority – that’s two things,” Chavez said. “But now, 
I think it’s a great thing, because we can actually go all the 
way to the top.”

Chavez said that she overcomes discrimination the same 
way that she conquered her challenges during SERE training 
-- with a splash of humor. 

“I just play along with it, and I say ‘so what?’ I’ll cross with 
my sombrero and taco machine, I don’t care, I’ll make you 
tacos right now,” Chavez laughed. “I’ll prove a point, I’m 
Mexican, I’ll braid my hair. I embrace every stereotype, and 
I think that’s the way to do it instead of being thin-skinned.”

Regardless of all the obstacles she has faced, whether it 
was getting through college, financial setbacks, discrimina-
tion or SERE, Chavez never saw failure as an option. 

“My main drive was not to disappoint my father,” Chavez 
revealed. “I wanted to finish school and do amazing things 
for myself and him also. I want to eventually pay him back 
for all he has done for us.”

Chavez, a lean 5 1/2 feet tall, walks ruler-straight and with 
purpose, radiating positivity, while also having a steadfast 
command presence. 

“The leader I hope to be -- I expect to touch many, many 
lives,” Chavez excitedly exclaimed. “I am already a joyful 
leader, always looking at the positive side. I am always smil-
ing, I don’t want to be bitter. If you aren’t happy and have a 
moody face that is contagious.”

When Chavez talks about her job and flying, her face 
lights up, and her voice exudes an energetic rhythm and tone 
that only proves that long after achieving her dream of fly-
ing, she is still filled with the same wonder and awe she had 
watching the crop dusters as a young girl. 

“I want to fly a fixed wing. I want to fly it all (all aircraft),” 
Chavez said. 

“I feel really proud, she loves what she does,” Jessica 
Chavez, 27, Liliana’s sister, said. “Every time she talks about 
it, you can see a little spark -- the glow in her eyes, the spark 
in her face.”

She has this strong character everywhere she goes, even in 
the way she stands, you can see it, Jessica added.

The Aviator reflected upon where she would be in life 
had her father not brought her and her family to the United 
States.

“I would be living a sad life, probably with like, five kids, 
not in school, not educated or maybe something even worse 
-- just the way stuff is down there,” Chavez said.

With a smirk on his face and standing very straight, Sil-
vano crossed his arms and shook his head in disagreement 
with his daughter’s statement.

“If we hadn’t come here, nothing would be different,” 
Silvano said. “I would have wanted them to keep up with 
their education, and if Lily were in Mexico she would move 
somewhere else and still succeed because that is the way she 
is.”

Although she has reached what her family and many peo-
ple would see as the pinnacle of success, Chavez said she 
still has many dreams to fulfill.

“My other plan is to go back to school for Earth and 
Coastal Sciences, diving and studying earth forms,” Chavez 
said. “I want to be an astronaut too, one day.”

Chavez said that working in the community where she 
was raised is a humble reminder of all the people who have 
shaped and molded her life.

“I would never have thought I would be in this position to 
make a difference or implant a seed in their (her community) 
brains so they can actually grow their ideas and be some-
thing,” Chavez said.

Sitting up straight on the end of her office chair, both 
hands on her knees, Chavez leaned forward and passionately 
voiced her message to other girls who have big ‘movie-star 
dreams’ like hers.

“I’d tell them don’t limit yourself, the sky is actually not 
the limit – you can be an astronaut if you want to.”

have to improvise more but over all 
she thinks it’s a great learning expe-
rience for her platoon.

In the platoon, there is always 
something one can bring, even if 
they are brand new to the Army. Spc. 
James O’Connor, 4th FSMP combat 
medic, has brought 15- plus years of 
being a flight paramedic experience 
to his team.

“I wanted to do this in the Army; 

it was always cool do this as a civil-
ian,” said O’Connor, who has been 
in the unit for approximately a year. 
This is his first time overseas.

“I’ve never seen a real MEDE-
VAC  set up,” said O’Connor. “For 
me, I get to see how it’s done for real 
in the Army. I’m excited to do the 
actual job and the medical stuff. I’m 
pumped.”

The unit has been in Poland since 
March and will be here on rotation 
for the duration of Saber Strike.
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Sgt. Emily Katz, a crew chief, assigned to the 4th Forward Support Medical Platoon, 
conducts maintenance on the UH-HH60M Blackhawk, June 2, 2018, at Ziemsko Air -
field, Poland. The unit is here to provide MEDEVAC support for Saber Strike 18.
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Although summer is typically a time 
children get to forget about school and 
learning for a while, the Fort Rucker 
Center Library is keeping learning alive 
through one of its most popular pro-
grams.

The Fort Rucker Summer Reading 
Program kicked off June 1 with a party 
that had children playing for prizes dur-
ing the library’s own “The Price is Right” 
game show, and although families were 
cheering on each of the contestants, the 
real prize was keeping children inter-
ested in learning throughout the summer, 
said Cameron Hill, Center Library youth 
librarian.

“This is a good way to keep the kids 
reading and engaged throughout the 
summer when they might lose a little bit 
of what they’ve learned, so this will help 
reinforce what they’ve learned through-
out the year,” said Hill.

The theme for this year’s program is 
“Reading Takes You Everywhere,” which 
focuses on the power books have to trans-
port people to not only places across the 
world, but throughout their imaginations, 
as well, said the youth librarian.

The program, which is for children 
ages 4-17, allows children to read books 
of their choice and log minutes online to 
reach milestones and earn prizes.

“Last year was the first time we did 
this entirely online, and the majority of 
(people) appreciate it because they can 
go anywhere and log their minutes,” 
said Hill. “People do a lot of traveling 
over the summer, so instead of having to 
keep up with a paper log, they can just 
get on their device or computer, log it in 
the system and it will add up the minutes 
automatically and let them know when 
they’ve reached a milestone.”

For each milestone reached, partici-
pants will receive a virtual badge, as well 
as an email notification to come into the 
Center Library to claim a prize for that 
particular milestone.

“(The prizes) just give them a little bit 
of incentive to keep reading throughout 
the summer,” said the youth librarian, 
adding that prizes will be age appropri-
ate.

To participate in the program, par-
ticipants must be authorized patrons of 
the library and register online at https://
ftruckercenterlibrary.beanstack.org. 
Once registered, parents can begin log-

ging minutes for their children now 
through July 20.

Another way the library is keeping 
children interested in reading is by host-
ing events throughout the summer to go 
in line with the Summer Reading Pro-
gram.

The Center Library will host Didgeri-
doo Down Under June 7 at the School 
Age Center from 1-2 p.m. where children 

can witness the Australian-themed show 
that will combine music, culture, puppet-
ry, comedy, character building, storytell-
ing and audience participation.

Next, the library will host Animate 
Your Journey June 13 from 2-4 p.m. 
where participants will get the chance 
to learn how to create their own stop-
motion animation video from an experi-
enced graphics designer.

If magic tricks are more up their alley, 
parents and children are invited to see 
Skip Cain, The Magic Guy, June 21 at 
the library from 4-5 p.m., where he will 
perform magic and create balloons for 
the children.

Catapulting Through STEM will be 
held June 28 from 2-3 p.m. at the library 
in partnership with the U.S. Army Aero-
medical Research Laboratory where chil-
dren can learn about the history of cata-
pults and even get to create their own.

The library will also host an all-day 
movie marathon July 11 where people 
can come enjoy movies throughout the 
day with popcorn provided.

To round out the Summer Reading 
Program events, the library will host the 
Bath Fizzie Workshop July 19 from 2-3 
p.m. where people can learn to create 
their own bath bombs.

“We just want people to come out and 
have a good time, and learn a little bit in 
the process,” said Hill.

For more information, call 255-3885.

Eliana Fell, military family mem-
ber, throws a die during the Dice 
Game of the Center Library’s 
‘The Price Is Right’ game show 
at the kickoff party.

Children are invited to travel 
back to biblical times and im-
merse themselves in Daniel’s 
journey during Fort Rucker’s 
Vacation Bible School June 11-
14 from 8:30-11:30 a.m. daily.

“VBS covers many of the 
stories of Daniel’s life, includ-
ing being taken into captivity 
as a youth and forced to live in 
a foreign land where he had to 
learn a new language and many 
new customs,” Nancy Janko-
ski, Fort Rucker Religious Sup-
port Office director of religious 
education, said. “Daniel had 
to make choices several times 
in his life between following 

the rules in the new country or 
obeying what God said. 

“Each time, the choices had 
consequences. And each time, 
Daniel made the right choice, 
even when it would lead to him 
being punished and sometimes 
placed in harm’s way,” she add-
ed. 

Jankoski added that Daniel’s 
story contains many lessons ap-
plicable to the meaningful deci-
sions encountered in life.

“There are many life lessons 
children can learn from the 
story of Daniel, about standing 
up for what is right, knowing 
what you believe and why, and 
having the courage to work for 
the good of people who are dif-
ferent than you are, even when 

you may have been mistreated,” 
she said. “Daniel never sought 
to do harm to the Babylonians 
who ruled over him. In fact, he 
did everything he could to seek 
their welfare as long as it didn’t 
involve compromising his be-
liefs. Certainly in our day, the 
idea that you must treat every-
one with dignity and respect 
and do your best when life’s 
circumstances aren’t what you 
wanted or expected is an impor-
tant lesson for all.”

According to Jankoski, the 
Spiritual Life Center will be 
home to 12 classes designed to 
help students feel a sense of to-
getherness and community.

“Classes are called tribes, 
based on the 12 tribes of Is-

rael,” she said. “In the daily 
homeroom time that students 
will start with each day, they 
will learn something about that 
specific tribe, but they will also 
explore their own feelings about 
times when things are uncertain 
in life – how do you handle it? 
Our military students are very 
familiar with making moves 
and sometimes those moves are 
to foreign nations. So they can 
relate to Daniel and his friends 
being in an unfamiliar place and 
having to figure out how to live 
in a new land.”

Admission is free and open 
to youth kindergarten through 
sixth grade.

Walk-in registration for the 
event remains open, according 
to Jankoski, and there is usually 
space available for walk-in reg-
istrations the first day of VBS. 

“We have classes for [chil-
dren] who are in kindergarten 
(age 5 by Sept. 1) through sixth 
grade,” she said. “Registration 
is based on the child’s fall 2018 
school grade. We do have a par-
ent and child together option 
for those with preschoolers and 
for other special circumstances. 
The parent or other authorized 
adult chaperone must stay with 
the child at all times for those 
who wish to use this option. 
Usually on the first day of VBS 
there is still space available for 
walk-in registrations.”

In addition to the daily VBS 
events, the Fort Rucker Reli-
gious Services Office will host 
a Family Night at VBS for all 
parents and students from 5:30-
7:30 p.m.

“We will provide a meal for 
all participants and a program 

where parents can see their 
children perform some of the 
skits and music they are learn-
ing, and they will be able to 
walk through the VBS Market-
place and experience many of 
the VBS activities the children 
participate in each day,” Janko-
ski said.

Although the VBS program is 
Christian-based, Jankoski feels 
the lessons contained within 
know no boundaries.

“We always use or write cur-
riculum that teaches founda-
tional truths that all Christian 
denominations have in com-
mon,” she said. “This year’s 
theme is from what Christians 
would call the Old Testament, 
and Daniel and his friends were 
Jewish youths who were deter-
mined to continue to be faith-
ful to their religious beliefs. We 
will help our students learn to 
appreciate and respect people, 
which is exactly what Daniel 
dealt with himself. He worked 
with King Nebuchadnezzer, 
knowing the king did not share 
his beliefs. And in many ways, 
the kings of Babylon and the 
Medo-Persian empire, like Dar-
ius, also respected Daniel. 

“Daniel’s story begins as a 
teenager in Babylon and ends 
with him being a senior citizen 
now serving kings from the Me-
do-Persian empire,” she added. 
“He treated them with respect 
and honor while continuing to 
remain true to his own faith 
and, as the students will see, 
there were times when the vari-
ous kings also treated Daniel 
with respect.”

For more information, call 
255-3946.

Lorelei Mark, military family member, tries her hand at Plinko as 
her mother, Amy, looks on during the Center Library’s ‘The Price 
is Right’ game show at the kickoff party for the Summer Reading 
Program June 1.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Vacation Bible School shares inspiring journey, teaches life lessons

DANIEL’S JOURNEY

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

PRIZES, MAGIC, CATAPULTS
Summer Reading 
Program combines 
fun, learning

Children take turns blowing into a horn to make noise at a previous Vacation 
Bible School at the Spiritual Life Center.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU
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The Landing Zone renovation 
The Landing Zone kitchen is currently 

undergoing a kitchen renovation to help 
it better serve the Fort Rucker commu-
nity, according to Directorate of Family, 
and Morale, Welfare and Recreation offi-
cials. During the renovation, The Landing 
Zone will be closed; however, food and 
beverage operations will continue in the 
Legends room next to the main ballroom. 
Lunch and dinner operations will have a 
slightly adjusted menu during this time. 
The Coffee Zone will also be relocated to 
the main lobby area of The Landing. 

For more information, call 255-0768.

Child care available
The Fort Rucker School Age Center has 

spaces available for before and after school 
care. The school age center is available for 
children kindergarten through fifth grade. 

For more information, call 255-9638.

School Age Center Summer Camp
The School Age Center will offer its 

summer camp for children Kindergarten 
through 5th grade through Aug. 3. The 
camps will be offered every Mondays 
- Fridays from 8:30-11:00 am. The fol-
lowing camps will be available: dinosaur/
fossil, rainforest/jungle, forensic/human 
body and solar system/space. Each camp 
will last for 2 weeks and will give children 
an opportunity to meet new friends, do 
arts and crafts, go swimming and bowling 
each weekly, and learn life skills. Break-
fast, lunch and snacks will be served daily. 
All children must be enrolled with child 
and youth services and fees must be paid 
weekly.

For more information, call 255-9108 or 
255-9638.

Kids Golf Clinic
Silver Wings Golf Course will host a 

Kids Golf Clinic conducted by PGA Pro 
Ty Andersen on Tuesdays in June and July 
for children ages 6-8 and Fridays in June 
and July for children ages 9-18. Cost is 
$89 for children 6-8 and $125 for children 
9-18. The Tuesday clinics will be held 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. June 5, 12, 19 and 
26, and July 10, 17, 24 and 31. The Fri-
day clinics will be held from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. June 8, 15, 22 and 29, and July 13, 
20, 27 and Aug. 3. For more information, 
call 255-0089.

Soccer Registration
Youth Soccer registration is open 

through July 31, and practice will begin 
Aug. 6. Cost for registration is $25 for 
ages 3-4 and $45 for ages 5-14. Soccer is 
available in the following age groups: 3-4, 
5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, and 13-14. All reg-
istrants must also be registered with Child 
Youth Services and have a current sports 
physical. A parents meeting will be held at 
the Youth Center, Bldg. 2800, on Aug. 2 at 
6 p.m. Prospective coaches are needed.

For more information on registration or 
coaching, call 255-2257, 255-2254 or 255-
9638.

Football and Cheerleading Registration
Youth football and cheerleading regis-

tration is open through July 31. Cost for 
football registration is $65 per child and 
age groups are 9-10 and 11-12. Cost for 
cheerleading registration is $45 per child 
and age groups are 8-9 and 10-11. There 
are also two mascot spots available for 
each age group and cost is $25 per child. 
Practices will begin Aug. 6 and a parents 
meeting will be held at the Youth Center, 
Bldg. 2800, Aug. 1 at 6 p.m. All registrants 
must also be registered with Child Youth 
Services and have a current sports physi-
cal. Prospective coaches are needed.

For more information on registration or 
coaching, call 255-2257, 255-2254 or 255-
9638.

Summer Reading Program: Reading 
Takes You Everywhere!

The Fort Rucker Center Library is host-
ing the 2018 Summer Reading Program. 
The program is open to children ages 4-17 
and runs through July 31, and all partici-
pants must be authorized patrons. People 
can register and long reading times online 
at https://ftruckercenterlibrary.beanstack.
org. Children will be presented with prizes 
for each milestone they reach. The last day 
to log time will be July 20.

For more information, call 255-3885.

Craft Adventures
The Fort Rucker Arts and Crafts Center 

hosts its Craft Adventure every Saturday 
through Aug. 4 from 1-3 p.m. Each session 
the center will host a different children’s 
craft adventure for children ages 5 and 
older. Cost is $10. 

For more information, call 255-9020.

Youth Extreme Fitness
Fort Rucker Youth Sports is hosting 

Youth Extreme Fitness through June 29 at 
the Youth Sports Football Fields from 6-7 
p.m. The event is open to ages 8-18 years 
old and workouts will include low crawl-
ing, tire flipping, pulling rope, running 
and sled pushing. All participants must be 
registered with Child Youth Services and 
have a current sports physical.

For more information or to register, call 
255-9638, 255-2254 or 255-2257.

Summer Reading Program: Didgeridoo 
Down Under

The Fort Rucker Center Library will 
host Didgeridoo Down Under as part of 
its Summer Reading Program June 7 from 
1-2 p.m. at the School Age Center. The 
event is open to authorized patrons and 
combines music, culture, puppetry, com-
edy, character building, storytelling and 
audience participation.

For more information, call 255-3885.

Employment Readiness Program 
Workshop

Army Community Service will host the 
Employment Readiness Program Work-
shop June 7 and 19 from 8:45-11:30 a.m. 
in Bldg 5700, Rm. 350. Patrons will learn 
essentials about how to conduct a success-
ful job campaign, which includes crafting 
a winning resume, prepping for job inter-
views and other helpful tips. Registration 
is required.

For more information or to register, call 
255-2594.

Army Birthday Tournament
Silver Wings Golf Course will host the 

Army Birthday Golf Tournament June 9 
with a shotgun start at 8 a.m. The format 
for the tournament is a four-person team 
scramble, and there is a limit of 36 team 
spots available for registration. Cost of the 
tournament is $60 for non-members and 
$50 for members, and entry fee includes 
tournament course fees, range balls, tee 
gifts, tournament meals and prizes. A con-
tinental breakfast and range will open at 
7 a.m. with announcements at 7:45 a.m. 
Mulligan’s will be sold for $5 per golfer 
or $20 per team.

For more information, call 255-0089.

Deep Sea Fishing Day Trip
MWR Central will host its Deep Sea 

Fishing Day Trip to Destin, Florida, June 
9, where people can enjoy a 45-foot walk 
around party boat. There are 24 seats 
available and cost per person is $78. Cost 
includes transportation to and from Des-

tin, bait, fishing rod, reel, fishing trip, tip 
and each catch being cleaned and cut at the 
end of the trip.

For more information or to register, call 
255-2997 or 255-9517.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for June 7-11

TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

Thursday, June 7 Friday, June 8 Saturday, June 9 Sunday, June 10

Avengers: Infinity War (PG-13) .......7 p.m.Overboard (PG-13) ..........................7 p.m. Overboard (PG-13) ..........................4 p.m. 
Truly(PG-13) ...................................7 p.m.

Ferdinand (PG) ...............................1 p.m.
Overboard (PG-13) ..........................4 p.m. 

Families are invited to join Army Community Service and the Fort Rucker Community Health 
Promotions Council Community Resiliency Work Group for family time and games during Single 
Parent Family Game Night June 14 from 5-7 p.m. at the post exchange food court. The event is 
free and open to single parents who are active duty, retired, DOD employees and families, and is 
Exceptional Family Member Program friendly. Space is limited to the first 20 families and families 
must register by June 8.
For more information or to register, call 255-3359, 255-9647 or 255-9805.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Single Parent  Family Game Night

DFMWR 
SPOTLIGHT



WASHINGTON — Four U.S. military working dogs 
were the latest recipients of the American Humane Lois 
Pope K-9 Medal of Courage May 22 at Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C. 

Among them was Jag, a 12-year-old black Labrador 
retriever, who now lives in Olympia, Washington, with 
medically retired Sgt. Dennis Dow and his family.

The medal is given to a select group of military work-
ing dogs for their service. Jag had seven years of military 
service, starting out with Dow more than a decade ago.

Dow’s wife, Jacqueline, said it’s nice to have a way 
to honor retired military working dogs, especially ones 
like Jag who continue to work long after they finish their 
military service.

“(Jag has) been such a huge part of Dennis’ recovery 
from (post-traumatic stress disorder),” she said. “I owe 
his life to Jag.”

Both Dow and his wife have spent time as dog han-
dlers. When Jacqueline, a former Army specialist, was a 
military working dog handler from 1989 to 1993, dogs 
were not able to retire from their service.

Dow and Jag met several handlers at the ceremony 
who were happy to see dogs like Jag be recognized. 
Dow said he could see them remember the memories 
they had with their military working dogs.

“It was neat watching the handlers who didn’t have 

their dogs any more playing with Jag,” Dow said. “You 
can see the sparkle in their eyes.”

Dow and Jag have a long history together. While sta-
tioned in Germany, they went on two tours in Afghani-
stan, the first from 2007 to 2008 and the second in 2010. 
During their first mission together, Jag was able to find 
a hidden weapons cache in Afghanistan.

The two went on thousands of missions where Jag 
looked for improvised explosive devices and other en-
emy weapons. After their second tour in Afghanistan, 
Dow was considered medically unable to continue ser-
vice, but Jag still had some time left.

In 2011, they went their separate ways. Dow and his 
family went to Joint Base Lewis-McChord for the medi-
cal evaluation board process. Jag remained in Germany 
and had two separate handlers. They didn’t quite have 
the same rapport with Jag as Dow did.

The chance for Dow and Jag to be reunited came in 
the fall of 2013 when Jag was set to retire from his mili-
tary working dog career. Because handlers have the first 
chance to adopt, Dow and his family welcomed Jag into 
their home in Olympia.

It was a no-brainer for Dow and his wife, who didn’t 
get to bring her dog home.

“There’s survivor’s guilt, but it’s something else to 
leave what seems like you’re child behind,” Dow said.

Dow and Jag were still active for a few years after 
their retirements, helping out with the Lacey Fire De-
partment. The two provided comfort and therapy for 

firefighters and civilians affected by fires and other trag-
edies.

Now age 12, Jag has had to slow down in the last year 
after having two knee joints in his hind legs replaced. 
Despite his age, Jag is certainly not the type of dog to 
rest all day, Dow said – he seeks activity and interaction 
like when he and Dow were teamed with units.

“Letting him interact with the firefighters has also 
helped him,” Dow said.

WASHINGTON — The Defense Depart-
ment now offers access to a wide array of 
newly enhanced and specialized support for 
military families with special needs.

Officials launched the Exceptional Fam-
ily Member Program “ROC” – for resourc-
es, options and consultations – May 30.

Available through Military OneSource 
at https://www.militaryonesource.mil/, it 
offers additional expertise, specialized sup-
port and more ways to connect families with 
resources, all of which augment the services 
already provided by the EFMP staff at mili-
tary installations around the world, officials 
said.

Officials hosted a Facebook Live event 
on the Military OneSource Facebook page 
to introduce service members and their fam-
ilies to the newly enhanced support avail-
able through the EFMP ROC and answer 

questions.
“One call or chat puts you in touch with 

an amazing team to help you find services 
and navigate the wide and sometimes com-
plex array of resources, benefits, and care 
available to you,” A.T. Johnston, deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for military 
community and family policy, said. “The 
EFMP ROC connects you with subject mat-
ter experts, and can provide you with assis-
tance in understanding and navigating the 
military health care system and TRICARE, 
as well referrals to local resources to meet 
your needs.”

As Dr. Ed Tyner, director of the Office of 
Special Needs at Military Community and 
Family Policy, explained, “We continue 
to work with military and civilian leaders, 
service providers, and family members to 
ensure our programs are focused on the 
family with greater standardization across 
the services and locations. The EFMP ROC 
will enable us to provide an enhanced level 
of service.”

Military families can schedule an ap-
pointment 24/7 with a Military OneSource 
EFMP ROC special needs consultant by 
visiting the Military OneSource website 

or by calling 800-342-9647. Special needs 
consultations are available via phone or vid-
eo session. The Military OneSource staff is 
also available to provide additional support 
to families through three-way calls with 
health care and other service providers.

Officials also encourage military families 
to enroll in the EFMP to ensure they have 
help working through their unique set of cir-
cumstances, and that their family members 
documented medical and educational needs 
are considered during the assignment coor-
dination process.

To enroll, the family should complete 
DD Form 2792, “Family Member Medical 
Summary” and/or DD Form 2792-1, “Spe-
cial Education/Early Intervention Sum-
mary,” and submit the forms according to 
the guidance of their military service. For 
assistance with this process, families can 
contact their installation Military and Fam-
ily Support Center, or they can contact Mili-
tary OneSource.
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FORT RUCKER RELIGIOUS SERVICES
WORSHIP 
SERVICES
Except as noted, all 
services are on Sunday

Headquarters Chapel, Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic Confessions
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
11 a.m. Liturgical 
Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic  Confessions 
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Saturday)
Wings Chapel, Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)

11 a.m. Latter-Day Saints

Spiritual Life Center, Bldg. 8939
10:15 a.m. CCD (except during 
summer months)

BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesday
Crossroads Discipleship Study
(Meal/Bible Study)
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.
Protestant Women of the Chapel
Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Tuesday Night Connect
Wings Chapel, 6-8 p.m.

Wednesday
Catholic Women of the Chapel
Spiritual Life Center, 9 a.m.
1-14th Avn Regt Bible Study
Hanchey AAF, Bldg 50102N, 
Rm 101, 11:30 a.m.
164th TAOG Bible Study
Cairns AAF, Bldg 30501, 11:30 a.m.

Precepts Bible Study
Soldier Service Center, 
12 p.m.
Kingdom Kidz 
& Youth Group 
Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
6 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
6 p.m.

Thursdays
WOCC Bible Study 
(1st/3rd Thursday)
Swartworth Hall, 
Bldg 5302, 
11:30 a.m.

Saturday
Protestant Men of the 
Chapel (1st Saturday)
Larry’s Restaurant, 
Daleville, 8 a.m.

DOD offers enhanced support 
Defense Media Activity 
Staff Report

Retired Sgt. Dennis Dow, right, pets former 
military working dog Jag moments after Jag re -
ceived the Lois Pope K-9 Medal of Courage in 
Washington, D.C., May 22. 

PHOTO BY DEAN SIEMON

means 

stop!
Motorists are 

reminded to obey 
all traffic signs.

Retired military working dog honored for Army service
By Dean Siemon
For Army News Service



SAINTE-MERE-EGLISE, 
France — U.S. Army Soldiers 
and their allies descended upon 
the Normandy region of France 
to commemorate the largest 
multi-national amphibious land-
ing and operational military air-
drop in history, a day that unites 
Europeans and Americans in the 
single bond of victory. 

This year marks the 74th an-
niversary of Operation Overlord, 
the Allied invasion of Normandy 
on June 6, 1944 -- most com-
monly known as D-Day. The 
events of D-Day forged partner-
ships and reinforced transatlantic 
bonds that remain strong today. 
Overall, U.S. service members 
from 20 units in Europe and the 
U.S. will participate in events 
and ceremonies in almost 40 
locations throughout the Nor-
mandy region of France as part 
of Joint Task Force Normandy 
74 until June 7.

U.S. Army paratroopers from 
the 82nd Airborne Division, 
WWII veterans, local leaders 
and residents gathered here 
at the Airborne Monument 
in the town square on May 
31 to kick off the week-long 
commemoration and pay 
homage to the memory of the 
Americans who helped turn the 
tide of WWII. Sainte-Mere-
Eglise was the first town in 
France to be liberated. 

“Our paratroopers had never 
met the people of this town, yet 
a permanent bond was formed 
in fire when the first paratrooper 
landed here on the morning of 
June 6, 1944,” Maj. Gen. Michael 
E. Kurilla, the 82nd Airborne 
commanding general, said. “All 
around this town today we see 
that bond in our remembrance of 
that defining moment.”

In English, Sainte-Mere-Eg-
lise translates to “Holy Mother 
Church,” and for the 82nd Air-
borne Division, it’s a place of 
sanctuary. 

“Our heroes are honored here,” 
the general said. “The Double 
A patch flies all over this town. 
Today, 74 years later, the world 
turns its eyes to the small French 
town that flew that American flag 
and those of us today who wear 
this patch … will continue to car-

ry out the legacy started here.”
Sainte-Mere-Eglise was mere-

ly a point on a map for para-
troopers on the night of June 5, 
1944. It was a piece of geogra-
phy for which they would risk 
their lives. They boarded aircraft 
knowing if they did not succeed 
here, the Germans would hold on 
for years longer. 

“This place is so much more 
than a military objective now,” 
Kurilla said. “Every year around 
this time, the grateful eyes of the 
free and the hopeful eyes of those 
who wish to be free turn here.”

In an earlier ceremony, Gen. 
Curtis Scaparrotti, the command-
er of U.S. European Command 
and Supreme Allied Commander 
Europe, lauded former Sainte-
Mere-Eglise Mayor Alexandre 
Renaud and his legacy to honor 
those American Soldiers who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice. 

“Alexandre dedicated his life 
to this city … capturing the hero-
ic acts of Airborne Soldiers and 
average citizens alike,” Scapar-
rotti said. “He rebuilt this city, 
not just with brick and stone, 
but with books and stories that 

provide priceless record of this 
city’s revival.”

Scaparotti then turned to the 
paratroopers and said, “This is 
what history calls us to do – to 
carry on the task, to continue 
the work, to carry forward the 
great and noble undertaking, to 
serve the cause of freedom. You 
prepare for your future by un-
derstanding the past. You carry 
on the All-Americans’ legacy, 
legacy forever bound to Sainte-
Mere-Eglise, a legacy proudly 
shared.”

Over the next few days, stories 
of bravery, heroism, selfless ser-
vice and sacrifice will be passed 
on as the way to honor the past 
and secure the future – as well as 
reinforce the transatlantic bonds 
that remain just as strong 74 years 
later. Overall, JTF Normandy 74 
will participate in more than 50 
events and ceremonies.

“The world looks here for calm 
in the storm of a dangerous, con-
fusing world,” Kurilla said. “The 
world looks here for an example 
of the love that conquers hate. 
The world looks here to honor 
this place and its moment.”
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Command Sgt. Maj. Frank C. Luedtke Jr., the 82nd 
Airborne Division Fires sergeant major, gives unit 
patches to local children May 31 in Sainte-Mere-Eg-
lise, France. 

Proud to deliver expert aviation education and training

support to our military at Fort Rucker for nearly three decades.

An Company

Since 1989, URS, an AECOM Company, has proudly supported Fort Rucker

and the surrounding communities as the Rotary Wing Flight Training

Contractor. Supporting the United States Aviation Center of Excellence

through the education and training of more than 30,000 Initial Entry Rotary

Wing students in both classroom instruction and hands-on flight training,

URS has proudly taught generations of Army Aviators. With an unmatched

record of safety and a relentless spirit of teamwork, URS is proud to

support Fort Rucker for many years to come.

Ceremonial wreaths honoring allied airborne units who took part in Operation Overlord during June 1944 lay at the 
base of the Airborne Spirit Monument May 31 in Sainte-Mere-Eglise, France, in order to pay homage to the memory 
of the Americans who helped turn the tide of WWII. 
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D-DAY 74: Honoring the past to secure the future
By Staff Sgt. Tamika Dillard
U.S. Army Europe
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TOURNIERES, France — 
The village of Tournieres, like 
many other small French mu-
nicipalities during World War II, 
was heavily occupied by Ger-
man forces and very unaware of 
its fate. 

However, it would later realize 
the name Gen. Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, and his First Advance 
Headquarters Supreme Allied 
Expeditionary Force Headquar-
ters, known today as Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Battalion, 
U.S. Army Europe, would for-
ever be a part of its history.

This year marks the 74th an-
niversary of Operation Overlord, 
the Allied invasion of Normandy 
on June 6, 1944 – most common-
ly known as D-Day. The events 
of D-Day forged partnerships 
and reinforced trans-Atlantic 
bonds that remain strong today. 
Overall, U.S. service members 
from 20 units in Europe and the 
United States will participate in 
events and ceremonies in almost 
40 locations throughout the Nor-
mandy region of France as part 
of Joint Task Force Normandy 
74 until June 7.

U.S Army Europe soldiers, 
World War II veterans, local 
leaders and residents gathered at 
the General Eisenhower Monu-
ment here June 2 for a wreath-
laying ceremony to pay homage 
to the memory of the Americans 
who gave the ultimate sacrifice 
for liberation of the people in 
this region of France. Tournieres, 
liberated June 9, 1944, served 
as the hub for the first military 
command post on the European 
continent from August through 
September 1944. 

Guest speakers for the occa-
sion were Lt. Gen. Christopher 
Cavoli U.S. Army Europe com-
manding general, and Susan 
Eisenhower, the granddaughter 
of the late General Eisenhower. 

U.S. ARMY EUROPE PATCH
“It is a privilege, not least, be-

cause of the patch I wear as the 
commanding general of U.S. 
Army Europe,” Cavoli said. “It is 
similar to the patch that General 
Eisenhower’s headquarters used; 
in fact, we inherited directly the 
history of his headquarters.

“Every time I put on this patch, 
it reminds me of the sacrifice of 
the greatest generation as they 
brought peace to Europe,” he 
continued. “It reminds me of the 
huge price that the United States, 
France and all of our allies paid 
to liberate this continent.”

Cavoli then explained the 
symbolism of the patch he and 
all the soldiers of U.S. Army 
Europe wear on their uniforms 
every day.

“The symbolism of the patch 
is important and powerful,” 
Cavoli said. It began with a Nor-
man shield, which was originally 
black, representing the occupied 
continent; the flaming sword is 
the sword of freedom, the sword 
of liberation and the sword of 
justice; the rainbow contains 
the colors of the national flags 
of the alliance. All of this is be-
low a blue sky -- the symbol of a 
peaceful future for Europe.

MEMORIAL IN 
WASHINGTON UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

Eisenhower’s granddaughter 
and newly appointed honorary 
citizen of Tournieres reverberated 
the same message before unveil-
ing the design of the new Eisen-
hower Memorial, currently under 
construction in Washington, D.C.

“The new design will dis-
play the beaches of Normandy 
in peacetime,” she said. “It will 
be important for all of us as this 
memorial will link forever in the 
American mind our deepest con-
nection to this part of France. It 
will serve to symbolize for all of 
America … the vital importance 
of our alliance.”

Cavoli emphasized the im-
portance of this event and those 
taking place over the following 
days.

“Celebrating commemorations 
of the liberation of this conti-

nent is very important,” Cavoli 
said. “It serves as a reminder to 
ourselves, the cost of liberty and 

the price we’ve paid as a country 
along with our allies, for the free-
dom we all enjoy today.”

U.S. Army Europe soldiers, World War II veterans, lo -
cal leaders and residents gather June 2 at the Gener-
al Eisenhower Monument in Tournieres, France, for a 
wreath-laying ceremony to pay homage to the memory 
of the Americans who gave the ultimate sacrifice for lib-
eration of the people in France’s Normandy region. 

U.S. Army Europe Commanding General Lt. Gen. Christ opher Cavoli, Susan Eisenhower and community leader s lay 
wreaths June 2 at the base of the Eisenhower Monument in Tournieres, France, to commemorate those who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice for freedom. 
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D-Day forever intertwines past, present, future
By Staff Sgt. Tamika Dillard
U.S. Army Europe



C6 ★JUNE 7, 2018 ❘ARMYFLIER.COM

Blue Angels Practice
People can observe the Blue Angels, 

the U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration 
Squadron, practice most Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays between March and Novem-
ber at the National Naval Aviation Mu-
seum viewing area in Pensacola, Florida. 
Practices typically begin at 11:30 a.m. 
and last about an hour. The outside view-
ing area for the Blue Angels practice is 
located on the museum flight line north 
of the museum. Signs are posted to di-
rect visitors to viewing and parking lo-
cations, including limited parking for 
handicapped visitors. 

Open bleacher seating is available for 
1,000 people. Chair service is provided 
at each practice session –chairs are avail-
able for a fee of $3 per chair good for 
that day’s practice session. Concessions 
and merchandise are also available, and 
there is a 100-percent ID check for all 
visitors 16 years old and over to access 
the museum flight line. Backpacks, day-
packs, luggage and similar items are not 
allowed on the flight line. Small purses, 
bags containing medications, and dia-
per bags are allowed, but are subject to 
search by Naval Air Station Pensacola 
Security personnel. 

Cancellations due to weather or main-
tenance are made at the team’s discretion 
and may not be made until the morning 
of the practice.

For more information, visit http://
www.navalaviationmuseum.org/.

Parks guide
The “2018 Guide to Georgia State 

Parks and Historic Sites” can help peo-
ple plan spring break, summer vacations 
or even family reunions. The free book-
let is filled with tips on the ideal hiking 
trails, fishing spots, cabins, campsites 
and company picnics. Produced annu-
ally by the Georgia Department of Natu-
ral Resources, the travel guide features 
colorful photos from all across the Peach 
State.

For a free copy, call 770-389-7286 or 
stop by any Georgia State Park or State 
Historic Site. An online version can be 
found at GeorgiaStateParks.org. Outdoor 
enthusiasts and history buffs can keep 
up with the latest news and discounts by 

signing up for the park system’s e-news-
letter at GeorgiaStateParks.org/enews 
or following them on Facebook at Face-
book.com/georgiastateparks.

Jacksonian Guard Colors Ceremony
People are welcome to celebrate Flor-

ida becoming a U.S. territory in Pensa-
cola, where the original ceremony took 
place on July 17, 1821. The Jacksonian 
Guard is a Pensacola re-enactment group 
of Jacksonian era and Spanish soldiers, 
fifers and drummers who perform a col-
ors ceremony the third Saturday of each 
month at noon in Plaza Ferdinand on 
Palafox Street downtown. 

For more information, visit https://
downtownpensacola.com/businesses/
jacksonian-guard.

Palafox Market
Downtown Pensacola hosts its Pala-

fox Market Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturdays at Martin Luther King 
Plaza. Admission is free to the market 
that features fresh produce, live plants, 
baked goods, fine art, antiques and 
more. Items originate directly from on-
site vendors who grow, make, or create 
the fruits, vegetables, herbs and art for 
sale, according to organizers. The event 
takes place rain or shine.

For more information, call 850-434-
5371 or visit http://palafoxmarket.com/.

Southern Thunder
Inspired by the Alabama Gang’s in-

fluence on auto racing, Vulcan Park 
and Museum showcases its latest Linn-
Henley Gallery exhibition through De-
cember. Southern Thunder: The Legacy 
of Alabama Auto Racing, presented by 
the Jefferson County Commission, will 
showcase hair-raising stories and bring 
to life the impact that auto racing in Ala-
bama had on the regional and national 
scenes, according to organizers. The ex-
hibit relives this thrilling piece of Ala-
bama history when driving by the seat of 
your pants wasn’t a figure of speech and 
explains why this legacy is the founda-
tion for auto racing in Alabama today.

Daily admission rates: adults, $6; Se-
niors (65 and older) and military, $5; 
children ages 5-12, $4; and children 4 
years and younger are admitted for free.

For more information, visit http://
visitvulcan.com/.

ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 
80 has regular meetings the second Monday 
of the month, starting at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Legion Hall. For more information, call 222-
7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.
org.

ONGOING — The American Legion 
Post 80 hosts a dance with live music every 
Saturday from 7:30-11:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

JUNE 9 — A Visual Ecology Workshop, 
Kirigami Native Birds and Bees of Alabama, 
will be held at the Wiregrass Museum of 
Art from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Artists Douglas 
Pierre Baulos and Pinky Bass will host the 
workshop. Participants will experiment with 
drawing, folding and sashiko sewing to 
create a wonderful, re-imagined sculptural 
object out of paper using moths as a theme. 
Kirigami -- from the Japanese “kiru,” which 
means “to cut,”  and “kami,” which means 
paper -- is a variation of origami that includes 
cutting paper rather than solely folding the 
paper as in origami. The free event is open 
to any age 12 or older. Students under the age 
of 15 must be accompanied by a guardian. 
Participants much bring their own lunch. 
Seating is limited and early registration is 
encouraged. For more information or to 
register, visit https://www.wiregrassmuseum.
org/.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast 
is served Sundays, and games and TVs 
are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, 
weddings, and hails and farewells.  For more 
information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-
6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber of 
Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural and 
Convention Center. For more information, 
call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

JUNE 9 — A Visual Ecology Workshop, 
Kirigami Native Birds and Bees of Alabama, 
will be held at the Wiregrass Museum of 
Art from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Artists Douglas 
Pierre Baulos and Pinky Bass will host the 
workshop. Participants will experiment with 
drawing, folding and sashiko sewing to 
create a wonderful, re-imagined sculptural 
object out of paper using moths as a theme. 
Kirigami -- from the Japanese “kiru,” which 
means “to cut,”  and “kami,” which means 
paper -- is a variation of origami that includes 
cutting paper rather than solely folding the 
paper as in origami. The free event is open to 
any age 12 or older. Students under the age 
of 15 must be accompanied by a guardian. 
Participants much bring their own lunch. 
Seating is limited and early registration is 
encouraged. For more information or to 
register, visit https://www.wiregrassmuseum.
org/.

JUNE 7 — “Mending, Memory and 
Placemaking.” an artist talk with Douglas 
Pierre Baulos, will be held at the Wiregrass 
Museum of Art from 6-7 p.m. Baulos will 
speak about his WMA exhibition “Alabama 
Reckoner” and share his thoughts on 
creative placemaking. The exhibition is on 
display at WMA through June 30. For more 
information, call 794-3871 or visit https://
www.wiregrassmuseum.org/.

ENTERPRISE

ONGOING — The Enterprise Baseball 
League is currently seeking players for the 
upcoming season. High school students, 
college students and adults are invited to 
participate. For more information, call 389-
5972.

ONGOING — The American Legion 
Post 73 meets at the American Legion 
building at 200 Gibson Street on the fourth 
Saturday of each month beginning at 9 a.m. 
The building is across the street from the Lee 
Street Baptist Church. For more information 
call 447-8507.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post 
monthly membership meetings for the VFW 
Post 6683 and Auxiliary are on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the post 

headquarters building located at 2615 Coffee 
County Road 537. The post mailing address 
is P.O. Box 311752 Enterprise, AL 36330. 
For more information, call 334-464-1171 or 
the auxiliary at 334-464-2222. The post also 
has a Facebook site at vfw post 6683. 

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County Re-
lay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. For 
more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited to 
town hall meetings on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 
Hinton Waters Ave. For more information, 
call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

JUNE 21 — The Disabled American 
Veterans Wiregrass Chapter 99 meeting will 
be held at 6 p.m. in the New Brockton Senior 
Center. Officers for the upcoming year 
will be nominated. For more,  call Charles 
Lobdell at 718-5707.

ONGOING — The Disabled American 
Veterans Wiregrass Chapter 99 Veterans 
Assistance office is open Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 9-11:00 a.m. except on 
federal holidays. The office is located in the 
town hall.

ONGOING — Adult education classes 
are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton High 
School, 210 South Tyler St., Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes are 
free for individuals 16 years old or older who 
are not enrolled in public school. Individuals 
must take an assessment test prior to attending 
class. Call 894-2350 for more information.

OZARK

JUNE 9-23 — “Making Alabama,” a 
bicentennial traveling exhibit, comes to the 
Dowling Museum’s Ann Rudd Art Center 
downtown to commemorate Alabama’s 
200-year history. The exhibit will be 
open for viewing from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday. The exhibit will 

feature interactive computer tablets and 
audio medleys of song and spoken word 
highlighting Alabama’s history. The public 
is invited to an opening celebration June 9 
from 6-8 p.m. For more information, call 
618-6223.

ONGOING — The Friends of Ozark holds 
a monthly meeting on the second Monday 
of every month at 6 p.m. at the Ozark-Dale 
County Library. For more information, send 
an email to jnbull@gmail.com, call 334-774-
1127, send an email to mariel.l.clark@gmail.
com, or call 334-777-1156.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to 
the Cross Country Workshop every Sunday 
at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Methodist 
Church. For more information, call 983-
3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 
meets monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 

ONGOING — The Samson City Council 
meets monthly the first and third Tuesdays 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson Community 
Center. 

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 
Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the 
J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex 
is transformed into a dance hall and features 
music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with 
finger foods and refreshments. For more 
information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

JUNE 10 -—The New Hope Freewill 
Baptist Church, 3819 County Road 31, 
Abbeville, will host  Youth Day beginning 
at 2:30 p.m. Pastor James Turner of First 
Baptist Church in Shorterville and Saint 
Paul Missionary Baptist Church in Abbeville 
will deliver the sermon.  The theme will be 
“Teach One, Reach One!” Refreshments will 
be served.

Wiregrass community calendar
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JEREMY HENDERSON WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHENDERSON@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and

medical staff thank Fort Rucker for its commitment

to the security of our community and our country.

We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and

military families for their personal sacrifices.
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Wars bring survivors together 
through tragedy assistance

WASHINGTON — On the National 
Mall here, young hands traced the letters 
of the names in granite as visitors walked 
by to pay their respects, glancing curiously 
at the group of teens.

Patti Rowley, a first-time mentor with 
the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survi-
vor’s 24th annual National Military Survi-
vor Seminar and Good Grief Camp, shared 
with the group that her father’s name was 
on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial wall. 
They all had lost a military member loved 
one.

GUNSHIP SHOT DOWN
Air Force Col. Charles Stoddard Row-

ley, a navigator on an AC-130 Spectre gun-
ship, was part of an 11-man crew. On the 
night of April 22, 1970, his aircraft, call 
sign “Ad Lib,” departed Ubon, Thailand, 
for a “truck-busting” mission on the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail in southern Laos. It was hit 
by 37 mm anti-aircraft artillery fire, caught 
fire and fell into the jungle.

According to the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial website, at dawn, search and rescue 
forces found and rescued one crewman but 
couldn’t find the others. Enemy activity 
prevented a search and so the rest of the 
crew were classified missing in action.

In 1993, a joint U.S.-Laos team found 
the wreckage of the aircraft and many 
fragments of bone and teeth, as well as 
crew equipment. On Sept. 1, 1995, the 
U.S. government announced that the re-
mains were of the missing men, and they 
were buried in Arlington National Cem-
etery Nov. 8, 1995.

CHAPLAIN TOOK HER HOME
Rowley said she was 12 years old when 

her father went MIA, and she was attend-
ing a public school at the time. 

“When the chaplain came to get me from 
school to take me home to tell us what hap-
pened, when he walked in, I knew he was 
coming for me,” she said. “I don’t know 
why I knew that.”

Rowley has fond memories of going 
to airshows with her father. “My father, 
airplanes were his life. Every time a new 
plane came out, he wanted to see it,” she 
said, as her face lit up. She said the Smith-
sonian’s National Air and Space Museum 
is her home. “I’ve been there so many 
times. I love it, that’s home to me.”

She said that she’s proud to see her fa-
ther’s name on the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial wall here in Washington.

“It’s incredible to see so many people 
come through every day to honor him and 
the others. He will always be remembered 
and that’s amazing,” she said, her voice 
full of emotion.

Her TAPS mentee, Gabby Bowen, 13, of 
Fairfax Station, Virginia, said she’s been to 
Washington many times, but hadn’t looked 
closely at the wall until this weekend.

“It was emotional. It was cool that his 
name was on the wall, and I saw many, 
many other people there. I was somewhat 
overwhelmed,” Bowen said.

AFGHANISTAN BLAST
Bowen’s father was Army Sgt. 1st Class 

Collin J. Bowen. He was killed in action 
March 14, 2008, from an improvised ex-
plosive device blast in Afghanistan.

Bowen said she’s enjoyed being paired 

with Rowley as her mentor because “she’s 
very kind and sweet. She’s kindhearted 
and wise,” she said. “We both lost our par-
ents at a very young age, so we can con-
nect with that. And she was around my age 
when she found out all this stuff about her 
dad. I connect with that.”

Rowley, who lives in Tappahannock, 
Virginia, said she became a mentor be-
cause she remembers how hard it was to 
not have a support system to help with the 
grieving process. “I know what it’s like to 
not have it. I know how much it’s needed,” 
she said, tears rolling down her cheeks. 
“TAPS is incredible.”

She said support groups like TAPS are 
important for military families because it 
is so much a part of their identities, grow-
ing up and living on military bases. Once 
their loved one dies, they go back and 
live within the civilian community with 
people who don’t understand what they 
went through.

“It’s really hard, not having that iden-
tity any longer. It was hard bringing that 
back into my life,” she said. “This year 
was the first year I went back to Andrews 
Air Force base and got a military ID to be 
able to access the base. I was really proud 
of that. We’ve come a long way.”

STRENGTH AND BRAVERY
Both Rowley and Bowen said being 

military children who suffered loss has 
made them stronger people.

“If I feel like I can’t do something or 
that it’s so hard when it really isn’t, I think 
of my dad who volunteered to go to Af-

ghanistan on that last mission. I think of 
that to keep going because I know I can,” 
Bowen said. “I want to be braver, step out 
of my box, and not think anything’s tough 
and hard when really it isn’t.”

“Military children have strength giv-
en us by our parents -- that courage and 
strength to put others first, and they pass 
on to us to want to make the world bet-
ter,” Rowley said passionately. “It gives us 
strength, even in their loss. It’s given me a 
purpose and strength in life that I wouldn’t 
have had.”

She also said that it’s hard to grieve 
alone. “You really can’t effectively. All of 
your life, you’re healing. Grief is a life-
long journey,” Rowley said. “You don’t 
get over it; it’s a journey. I don’t expect 
any of these kids to get over it. I expect 
them to be proud and to remember and to 
make their way. I can’t think of a better 
tool than TAPS and the mentoring pro-
gram. I’m so glad to be a part of it.”

The National Military Survivor Seminar 
and Good Grief Camp is taking place May 
25-28 in Arlington, Virginia.

By Shannon Collins 
Defense Media Activity

A group of 13 to 15 year olds attending the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivor’s 24th annual National Military Survivor Seminar and 
Good Grief Camp, along with their mentors, point to the name of Air Force Col. Charles Stoddard Rowley, father of mentor Patti Rowley, 
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial wall in Washington May 26. 

COURTESY PHOTO BY AARON BURCIAGA

Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?
Contact Ron Sykstus NOW! rsykstus@bondnbotes.com 256-713-0221

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services

he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has

been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,

covering all areas of government concern including:

• Fnancal
Considerations

• Securty Volatons
• Drug Involvement

• Alcohol Consumpton
• Personal Conduct
• Crmnal Conduct
• Sexual Behavor

• Foregn Influence
• Foregn Preference
• Msuse of Informaton

Technology

Also avalable for Courts-Martal, Magstrate Court
and Admnstratve Separaton Board Defense.

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

Patti Rowley, mentor, poses with her mentee, Gabby Bowen during the Tragedy Assistance Program 
for Survivor’s 24th annual National Military Survivor Seminar and Good Grief Camp in Arlington, Va., 
May 26. 

COURTESY PHOTO BY ARI J. STRAUSS 
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COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — Senior military lead-
ers and celebrities teamed up to signal the official start of 
the 2018 DoD Warrior Games at the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy’s Falcon Stadium here June 2.

Comedian Jon Stewart, joined by singer Kelly Clarkson, 
introduced Air Force Gen. Paul J. Selva, vice chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, at the event’s opening ceremony.

This year’s Warrior Games competitions began June 1 
and conclude June 9. About 300 wounded, ill and injured 
service members representing teams from the Army, Marine 
Corps, Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force and U.S. Special Op-
erations Command, along with allied armed forces from the 
United Kingdom, Australia, and for the first time at Warrior 
Games, Canada, are competing in shooting, archery, track 
and field, swimming, sitting volleyball, wheelchair basket-
ball, powerlifting, time trial cycling and indoor rowing.

Stewart told the audience that he’d once shared a global 
USO tour with Selva.

“We went on a C-17. I would like for you to finish the 
inside of it. It was really loud and uncomfortable. But then 
when we got to Afghanistan, they put us on a C-130. Apolo-
gize for saying anything mean about the C-17,” Stewart, 
a son of a Vietnam veteran, said, eliciting laughs from the 
athletes and fans in the crowd. “You know what sounds 
a lot cooler than it sounds – a combat landing. Halfway 
through, when my buttocks were in my ear, well, it was 
truly an honor.”

Stewart said he noticed that Selva cares very much about 
service members and their families.

“You are his family. He cares so deeply about every ser-
vice person out there and their families and what they do,” 
Stewart said of Selva. “And, he and his wife are just the 
most impressive and loving and loyal couple you could 
ever hope to be around.”

For Selva, being at Falcon Stadium was a return home. 
Thirty-eight years ago, Selva said, he and his wife, Rickie, 
marched into the stadium and 90 minutes later, left as sec-
ond lieutenants.
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Health
HUNTING ON POST
Outdoor recreation is offering 
a Hunting Incentive Program  

See Briefs on Page D3and Fitness

WARRIOR GAMES

Movie and television personality Jon Stew-
art gets a lift by Team United Kingdom while 
hosting opening ceremonies for the 2018 
Warrior Games at the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy in Colorado Springs, Colo., June 2. 

PHOTO BY EJ HERSOM

By Shannon Collins
Defense Media Activity

SEE WARRIOR GAMES, PAGE D3

Leaders, celebrities signal start of competition

Taking to the waters with a rod and reel 
is a way that many choose to spend their 
leisure time, and Fort Rucker has plenty of 
watery real estate to keep anglers hooked on 
the popular pastime.

There are a few different lakes on Fort 
Rucker covering more than 700 acres that 
house a variety of different fish – ranging 
from largemouth bass, hybrid bass, catfish, 
crappie and bream – that people can test their 
skills against as they cast their lines, accord-
ing to John Clancy, Fort Rucker Outdoor 
Recreation manager.

LAKE THOLOCCO
The first and most well-known of all the 

lakes is Lake Tholocco, which offers two 
different fishing piers – one on East Beach 
and one on West Beach – and shoreline fish-
ing is also permitted.

People can catch largemouth bass, bream, 
catfish and crappie in Lake Tholocco’s wa-
ters, and something many people don’t know 
is that night fishing is allowed on the lake.

“Lake Tholocco is a 676.8-acre lake,” 
said Clancy. “We sell bait, including worms, 
crickets, minnows; rods and reels; and all 
kinds of tackle.

“We also rent different types of boats that 
are geared up for fishing, (and also offer) 
cabins and campsites,” he added. “It’s guar-
anteed fun.”

People operating the boats must first com-
plete the boater’s safety course before taking 
any boats out on the lake, he added.

Lake Tholocco is also the only lake on the 
installation that permits powerboats, accord-
ing to Clancy. Boats on the other lakes on 

Fort Rucker must be self-propelled.
Although the lakes are full of fish, there 

is a limit to how many fish people can take 
home. There is a limit of five largemouth bass 
for less than 14 inches in length and only one 
for more than 18 inches at Lake Tholocco. 
Any largemouth bass caught between the 
sizes of 14-18 inches must be thrown back, 
according to Clancy.

There is a limit of 30 for bream, 15 for 
catfish and 30 for crappie longer than nine 
inches.

Although the other lakes on the installation 
don’t compare in size to Lake Tholocco, the 
fishing experience is just as rich and avail-
able from sunup to sundown, Clancy said.

PARCOURS LAKE
Parcours Lake is another popular fishing 

spot on Fort Rucker, but this particular spot 
is reserved for the installation’s youth an-
glers, he said.

“Because of the size of the lake – 4.1 acres 
– and its proximity to the housing areas, it’s 
only permitted for those ages 15 and young-
er,” he said, adding that parents are allowed 
to assist their children in fishing, but children 
must reel in their own fish.

The lake, located on Farrel Road behind 
Lyster Army Health Clinic, is home to 
bream, catfish and largemouth bass. 

BEAVER LAKE
Another hidden gem, more known for its 

trails than its fishing, is Beaver Lake.
This 7.7-acre lake is open to all ages for 

fishing from sun up to sun down and houses 
largemouth bass, bream, catfish and crappie. 
The fish limit at Beaver Lake is two large-
mouth bass larger than 16 inches, 10 bream 
of no size limit, unlimited catfish and up to 

30 crappie with no size limit.
Beaver Lake is located just off Third Av-

enue across from the Fort Rucker Physical 
Fitness Center’s football field.

There are also a few lakes that are rela-
tively unknown to most on the installation, 
but the fishing they provide is just as enjoy-
able as their more well-known counterparts, 
said Clancy.

ECK LAKE
Eck Lake is a 7.7-acre lake open to all 

ages and filled with largemouth bass, bream, 
catfish and crappie. To get to this hidden 
gem, turn from Christian Road onto John-
ston Road and take the first unpaved road on 
the left and follow the posted signs.

The limits for the lake are no more than 
two largemouth bass 16 inches or larger, 10 
bream with no size limit, unlimited catfish 
and up to 30 crappie with no size limit.

BUCKHORN LAKE
Buckhorn Lake is another lake that isn’t 

very well known, but it’s also one of the in-
stallation’s most restricted lakes due to its 
location and proximity to training areas, said 
Clancy.

The lake is 13.2 acres and is home to lar-
gemouth bass, bream and crappie.  Hours of 
operation vary from day to day.

Buckhorn Lake is located two miles past 
Silver Wings Golf Course on Hatch Road.

“The lake is only open about half the time, 
so people should call outdoor recreation be-
fore they head out to the lake to confirm the 
times,” said the recreation assistant.

BEAVER POND
Beaver Pond is the smallest of all the lakes 

on Fort Rucker and is also the least devel-
oped, according to Clancy. Beaver Pond is 
open to all ages, and is located off of An-
drews Avenue between Silver Wings Golf 
Course and the Ozark Gate.

People 16 and older must have a state fish-
ing license and post fishing permit to fish on 
Fort Rucker, and everyone operating a boat, 
motorized or self-propelled, must complete 
the Fort Rucker Boating Safety Course. 
People can visit the outdoor recreation ser-
vice center to obtain a license. To purchase 
the Fort Rucker post permit, visit www.for-
truckerisportsman.net.

For more information, call 255-4305, or 
visit https://rucker.armymwr.com/us/rucker/
programs/hunting-and-fishing/.

Army Flier
Staff Reports

GONE FISHING
Post boasts multiple options for anglers

Lucas Gangler, military family 
member, took first place in a pre-
vious youth fishing tournament 
at Parcours Lake.

Families participate in a previous youth fishing tournament at Parcours Lake.
FILE PHOTOS

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — Less than a year 
ago, Sgt. Samuel Daniels, a wounded warrior athlete 
stationed at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, was intro-
duced to the Army Warrior Care and Transition’s adap-

tive sports program. 
Now he is compet-

ing in the 2018 Depart-
ment of Defense War-
rior Games, an adaptive 
sports competition de-
veloped to enhance the 
recovery and rehabilita-
tion of seriously injured, 
wounded, and ill service 
members and veterans.

The 2018 DOD War-
rior Games will be held 
June 1-9 at the U.S. Air 

Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado, with 
approximately 300 competitors representing teams from 
the U.S. Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Spe-
cial Operations Command, Australian Defence Force, 
United Kingdom Armed Forces, and the Canadian De-

SEE ALOHA, PAGE D3

Wounded warrior 
athlete brings 
‘Aloha’ spirit to 
Warrior Games
By Leanne Thomas
Tripler Army Medical Center, Hawaii, Public Affairs

Sgt. Samuel Daniels 
winds up a shot during 
shot put training May 29.

PHOTO BY ROBERT WHETSTONE
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fence Force. The branches of service will compete against 
each other in archery, cycling, sitting volleyball, shooting, 
swimming, wheelchair basketball, track and field, and, new 
this year, powerlifting and indoor rowing.

Hand-selected to represent Team Army, Daniels’ road to 
Colorado Springs started in December 2016 when he was 
assigned to Tripler Army Medical Center’s Warrior Transi-
tion Battalion after injuring his back and suffering from a 
herniated disc. 

“While I was there, it was mostly recovery, and recovery 
is hard,” Daniels said. “I was starting to give up a little bit, 
and I was like, ‘you know what, just let me go home.’ I was 
done, I didn’t want to try anymore.” 

Then in 2017, the Tripler WTB hosted the first Pacific 
Regional Trials, giving Daniels the opportunity to train and 
compete in adaptive sports, and also the motivation and 
confidence to drive on.

“This gave me something else to fight for, and I thought, ‘I 
got this. I still got push; I still got fight. This dog still got fight 
in him,’” said Daniels. “And me pushing myself to do this, it 
mentally got me into the mind frame of, ‘I got this.’”

At Pacific Regional Trials, Daniels won two gold medals 
in the discus and shot put field events. He then went on to 
compete at the 2018 Army Trials in El Paso, Texas, earlier 
this year. There he placed first and brought home two gold 
medals once again.

After Army Trials, Daniels stayed connected with the 
other athletes through a Facebook group to continue to 
train and support each other as wounded warrior ath-
letes.

“We didn’t know which one of us were going to get 
picked (to represent Team Army for the Warrior Games) 
so we created the group before we got picked,” said Dan-
iels. “Once we found out the list, we posted it on there and 
let everyone know who made it. We all continued staying 
connected.”

Team Army then started communicating and training to-
gether virtually by posting training videos in the Facebook 
group, raising the training standards higher and higher. 
“We kept putting a ‘stepping stone’ out for everybody until 
we got down here,” said Daniels. 

When Daniels was asked if Team Army is going to be a 
good team this year, he said, “Oh yes! First, second, third, 
and fourth place are all going to Army.”

However, Daniels mentioned his primary focus at War-
rior Games is not to bring home medals, although Daniels 
and the rest of Team Army are very confident that this will 
happen.

Daniels explained, “When people ask me about this they 
say, ‘so it’s about the medals?’ And I say no, medals are 
a plus, but we’re not competing for medals. We’re com-
peting because it’s something that we are passionate about 
doing. We are becoming athletes again; we’re competitive. 
It’s to show people what we have, and show ourselves what 
we have now, that we once thought we didn’t have.”

Following the Warrior Games, Daniels will return to 
duty, assigned to the 325th Brigade Support Battalion, 25th 
Infantry Division, located at Schofield Barracks. 

“I’m still injured, but they (Tripler WTB) taught me how 
to deal with it, so I don’t overdo it. And I’m competitive, so 
I overdo it sometimes.” 

Never forgetting where he came from, Daniels wears 
his ‘Aloha’ t-shirt during Warrior Games training prior to 
the competitions because, he says, “I’m still representing 
the Tripler WTB at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii because 
they’re the reason why I’m here, they’re the reason I got 
here.”

Selva said a group of volunteers put to-
gether the first Warrior Games in Colorado 
Springs eight years ago. 

“Their vision was to demonstrate the 
toughness and the resiliency of the men and 
women of our armed forces, and they did 
a fine job,” he said. “The games haven’t 
changed much since. They’ve gotten a lit-
tle more spectacular but the heart of these 
games is these 300 men and women who 
sit in front of me tonight – our athletes. You 
are all special, and we all owe you a debt of 
gratitude.”

Selva and his wife visited with the athletes 
at the track and field medal matches. “We got 
to meet Ross, Ben, Rafael and Abbie, four 
of the athletes who are giving their all,” he 
said. They have conquered challenges you 
and I would think are insurmountable. I’m 
humbled to be in their presence. All of you 
are an inspiration for the rest of us.”

Selva said the highlight of his and Rick-
ie’s day was spending time with the athletes’ 
families and seeing and hearing the parents’, 
spouses’ and children’s pride and confidence 
in their athletes’ accomplishments.

“They just exude that pride and confi-
dence. They talk about your coaches, care-
givers, friends and the people who trained 
with you – the men and women who made 
this possible,” Selva said. “They brag about 
you. To all the athletes, thank you for being 
an inspiration. This week is all about sports-
manship and camaraderie. It’s about making 
friends. It’s about being the heroes that you 
are.”

LIGHTING THE TORCH
Stewart and retired Air Force Master Sgt. 

Shanon Hampton practiced teamwork dur-
ing the torch lighting. Air Force Senior Mas-
ter Sgt. Israel Del Toro Jr., a 2010 inaugural 
games athlete, began the torch passing to 
representatives of each branch of the service 
until Hampton had the flame for the big caul-
dron on the stage. As Air Force Chief of Staff 
Gen. David L. Goldfein told him to light the 
cauldron, he reached up to light it but strong 
winds prevented him from doing so.

Goldfein announced the official opening 
of the 2018 DOD Warrior Games but Stewart 
jumped in, getting an assist from stage sup-
port for a ladder. A stage hand lit the torch.

“Done – we are open for business,” Stew-
art said.

Hampton said he was honored to carry 
the torch. “It is difficult to put into words the 
honor I was given to carry the torch for the 
Air Force and the Warrior Games. To once 
again serve with the Air Force, with my 
teammates, for my country and for God will 
be a memory I will cherish the rest of my 
life,” Hampton said. “We all have faced tri-
als, hardship and heartache to get where we 
are at, but some things are just worth hurting 
for. Go Air Force!”

Army Staff Sgt. Altermese Kendrick, sta-
tioned at Fort Hood, Texas, at the Garrison 
Chaplain Family Life Training Center, also 
served as a torchbearer.

“It was the largest honor I could’ve imag-
ined,” she said.

RESILIENCY
Goldfein said the DOD Warrior Games 

represent the power of the human spirit. 
“There’s this old saying, ‘Age wrinkles the 
body but quitting wrinkles the soul,’” he 
said. “And while all of us grow older, not all 
of us grow stronger as we age. The athletes 
we celebrate this week show us how to grow 
stronger over time as they conquer the daily 
challenges in mind, in body, in spirit.

Warrior Games athletes are not “defined 
by illness, injury or the invisible wounds of 
war,” Goldfein said. “They’re defined by 
their courage, their determination, their grit, 
their resilience and their friends and family 
who cheer them on here and at home.”

He added, “Every athlete’s story is unique 
and deeply personal, built with common 
threads of strength and resilience. And these 
Warrior Games allow all of us, from both 
here and watching from home to recommit 
that no warrior takes the road to recovery 
alone. Family, friends and caregivers -- we’re 
on your wing for life. It’s a full contact team 
sport. And within the profession of arms it’s 
family business.”

Goldfein also announced a new DOD 

Warrior Games tradition and presented an 
official DOD Warrior Games flag to Air 
Force Lt. Gen. Gina Grosso, commander of 
the DOD Warrior Games this year.

CAMARADERIE
“It’s a true honor for us and an incred-

ible opportunity to be with everybody from 
northern America and the international ser-
vice,” said torchbearer Royal Canadian Air 
Force Warrant Officer Yves Lacasse. “It’s a 
real brotherhood. On the first day, Marine 
Corps, U.K., Air Force, Socom, even if you 
didn’t know the guy, everybody gives hugs, 
shakes hands. We share the same stories. We 
live the same lives. We meet the first day, 
and it’s like we already know each other.”

“We’re so excited, and we feel really 
lucky to be here. We’re pumped to do our 
best, and the results don’t matter as long as 
we do our best,” Australian Navy Leading 
Seaman Vanessa Broughill said.

This is Broughill’s first Warrior Games. 
“It’s such an amazing and inspirational expe-
rience,” she said. She went to the U.S. Navy 
trials in Florida.

“I made friends with them back in Florida, 
and some of them feel like family now. I just 
can’t believe how amazing this is,” Broug-
hill said.

She said she hopes to make the Invictus 
Games team. But if she doesn’t, she’ll be 
there to support.

Team Army has a “heart for winning, a 
heart for camaraderie, a heart for represent-
ing Army, still Army strong,” said Kend-
rick, who has been selected for the Invictus 
Games in Sydney, Australia, in October.

“I’m making friends so we know who to 
meet up with when we get over there; it’s 
going to be great,” she said. “We’re cheer-
ing on Australia regardless of whether we’re 
competing against them or not, so we’re their 
support system here at the games.”

CLARKSON, CONCERT
Clarkson said she was honored to return to 

the Warrior Games to perform a free concert 
for the athletes and their families.

“It was such a blessing to do the first one. 
It’s such an honor. Thank you so much for 

your service,” she said. “Thank your fami-
lies for the sacrifice that you all make.

Stewart earlier had jumped with the Air 
Force’s Wings of Blue parachute team and 
joked about his trouble keeping his breakfast 
down.

Goldfein joked, “Thank you Jon Stewart 
for joining the Wings of Blue and jumping 
out of a perfectly good airplane today. I just 
hope we were able to replace the breakfast 
you lost on the way down.”

This is Stewart’s third year as host of the 
Warrior Games.

Athletes at the Warrior Games “will go to 
any lengths for their teammates, for the vic-
tory, and I hope you’re not here just to sup-
port them but to learn from them,” Stewart 
told the opening ceremony audience.

“Whenever I spend time with the athletes 
at the Warrior Games,’ he added, “I hope that 
just a fraction of their tenacity, their honor, 
their grace, their resilience and their team-
work will inspire me to do better in my life 
every day.”

The Warrior Games was created in 2010 
as an introduction to adaptive sports and re-
conditioning activities for service members 
and veterans.

The U.S. Olympic Committee led and 
organized the Warrior Games from 2010 to 
2014, hosting them each year in Colorado 
Springs. In 2015, the DoD assumed respon-
sibility for planning and organizing the War-
rior Games, having a service branch host the 
games each year.

The Marines hosted in 2015 at Marine 
Corps Base Quantico, Virginia, and then 
handed it off to Army at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, New York. The 
Navy hosted last year in Chicago, near its 
basic training center.

Adaptive sports and reconditioning are 
linked to a variety of benefits for wounded, 
ill and injured service members across all 
branches of the military. Benefits include 
less stress, reduced dependency on pain 
and depression medication, fewer second-
ary medical conditions, higher achieve-
ment in education and employment and 
increased independence, self-confidence 
and mobility.
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FORT RUCKER SPORTS BRIEFS
Indoor pool

The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center Indoor Pool 
will have limited lap lanes available for lap swimming 
Mondays-Thursdays from 4-7 p.m. due to program-
ming. Recreational swimming will also not be avail-
able during this time. For additional information, call 
255-2296. 

Hunting Incentive Program
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation is offering a Hunt-

ing Incentive Program to help control the coyote and 
feral pig population from now until Aug. 31. The first 
five registered hunters who dispatch two coyotes or 

five hogs and bring them in to ODR will receive a free 
Fort Rucker Post Hunting Permit for the 2018-2019 
hunting season. Hunters must possess a valid Alabama 
state hunting license, Fort Rucker hunting permit and 
a hunter education completion card. Hunters also must 
be a registered participant of the Hunting Incentive 
Program. All dispatched animals must be brought to 
ODR or the Fort Rucker Game Warden during busi-
ness hours. An individual record will be created for 
each hunter at the time they bring in their dispatched 
animals. Additionally, the hunter will be asked to re-
move the animal’s tail, so it cannot be claimed by an-
other hunter. Hunters may email pictures after hours 

to ODR with the hunter and the dispatched animal in 
front of one of the weigh stations. Hunting on Fort 
Rucker is open to the public. 

For more information, call 255-4305.

Thursday Evenings on the Range 
Silver Wings Golf Course hosts its Thursday Eve-

nings on the Range with PGA professional Ty Ander-
sen Thursdays from 5-6 p.m. at the driving range. Cost 
is $10 and can be paid at the pro shop before the ses-
sion starts. The afternoon is a supervised practice with 
unlimited range balls.

For more information, call 255-0089.

Continued from Page D1

Warrior Games

Continued from Page D1
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Claim based on manufacturers’ published data on length and
transferability of car and SUV Bumper-to-Bumper/Basic warranty

only. Not based on other separate warranties. See owner’s literature
or dealer for warranty exclusions and limitations.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

DOTHAN
VOLKSWAGEN

18 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO1500 LT

‘08 JEEP WRANGLER
UNLIMITED SAHARAUNLIMITED SAHARA

$16,999$29,849 $42,995 $22,985
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