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World War Il bombardier ‘home at last’

NN | )

Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general, gives remarks at a
homecoming service celebrating the repatriation of the remains of World War 11 hero, 1st Lt. Ewart T. Sconiers at the Southwide

Baptist Church cemetery in Defuniak Springs, Fla., Jan. 27.
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By Kelly P. Morris
USAACE Public Affairs

It’s been said that as long as
people keep searching, the an-
SWers come.

The adage proved to be true
in the community of Defuniak
Springs, Fla., as more than 450
people gathered to celebrate the
long-awaited return of a World
War 1l hero’s remains to his
hometown Jan. 27.

First Lt. Ewart T. Sconiers, a
U.S. Army Air Forces bombar-
dier, died in German-occupied
Poland in 1944 from complica-
tions following an injury while
a prisoner in the Stalag Luft 1l
Nazi prison camp that was made
famous in the 1963 Hollywood
film “The Great Escape.”

The funeral service at South-

wide Baptist Church cemetery
marked 74 years to the day he
was first interred in Poland.

Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler,
commanding general of the U.S.
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence and Fort Rucker, during
his graveside remarks said unlike
traditional funeral events, this
ceremony was a “homecoming.”

“The nation works tirelessly
and dedicates significant resourc-
es to honor its solemn pledge to
bring home every veteran and
Prisoner of War,” Gayler said.

Gayler noted a special link
between the ceremony and the
burial 74 years prior. He spoke
about a large photo, displayed
near the flag-draped casket, that
showed the original interment

SEE HERO, PAGE A5

Post kicks off African-American History Month

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Fort Rucker will highlight and cel-
ebrate the contributions African Ameri-
cans have made throughout American
history with a month-long observance.

Fort Rucker and the 1st Aviation Bri-
gade Equal Opportunity Office will kick
off African-American History Month Fri-
day from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the post
exchange to educate people on the con-
tributions that African Americans have
made throughout the nation’s hisotry, said
Sgt. 1st Class Matthew Castillo, 110th
Avn. Bde. equal opportunity adviser.

This year’s theme for the observance
month is “African Americans in Times of
War,” and highlights the contributions that
African Americans have made through-
out the various conflicts in U.S. history,
said Castillo.

The event will feature cultural singing
and dancing, as well as food and enter-
tainment provided by volunteers.

The Fort Rucker Education Center will
also host a small education expo during
the kickoff to highlight the various edu-
cational opportunities available to those
on the installation.

“| feel that education is the cornerstone
of diversity and | believe through educa-
tion we can bring each other together,”
said the EEO adviser.

In addition to the kickoff event, the
Center Library will host a story time and
craft session Feb. 9 from 10:15-11 a.m.
where children will get the opportunity to
learn about the contributions of African
Americans throughout the nation’s his-
tory.

“We’ll do crafts and talk with the chil-
dren about the culture itself and the con-
tributions that they’ve made, and also
why it’s important to be one rather than
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People line up to get a taste of traditional African-American cooking during last year’s African-
American History Month kickoff event at the post exchange.

be divided,” said Castillo. “I think if we
can catch them at a young age and they’re
taught when they’re little, then we can
bridge that gap early. It’s very difficult to
change someone’s mindset once they’re
set in that mindset, but if we can catch
them when they’re young, and show
them that everybody is equal and we treat
each other with dignity and respect, then
| think that will go a long way for future
generations.”

The main observance for the month will
be a luncheon Feb. 22 from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at The Landing. It will feature
guest speaker 1st Sgt. Anthony Thomas,
Lyster Army Health Clinic first sergeant,
who will speak about his experiences as
an African American in the military.

Tickets for the luncheon are $12 and
menu choices include barbeque chicken,
grilled salmon or vegetable lasagna. Each
meal will be served with vegetables, rice
or potatoes, and will be served with sweet
tea, coffee and water.

Space is limited, so people should re-
serve their tickets early, said Castillo.

Although many of the observances are
meant to entertain those who attend, the
main focus is to educate people not only
on the contributions of African Ameri-
cans, but of all Americans throughout
history, said the EEO.

“The importance of having these ob-
servances is to learn about each other,” he
said. “People are afraid of the unknown —
they’re afraid to get into things that they
don’t understand with different cultures,
so what we do is we try to bring those
different cultures to them so that they can
get a taste of it, then maybe they can go
explore it on their own.

“| think that’s the only way we’re go-
ing to bridge that gap and bring people
together,” Castillo said. “We try to center
(these events) around the education as-
pect rather than the entertainment aspect.
The entertainment and food are always
great, but our aim is to actually get people
to open up their minds and start learning
about other cultures.”

For more information or for tickets,
call 255-2363, 255-2669 or 255-9950.

Army rewards BOSS Soldiers for volunteer efforts
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BOSS vice president Spc. Shyyandria Walker, U.S. Army Veterinary Com-
mand, is presented with the Army Achievement Medal by Col. Jason

By Nathan Pfau

Army Flier Staff Writer

Miller, 1st Avn. Bde. commander, during the first BOSS awards at the

BOSS facility Jan. 24.
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Fort Rucker recently renovated its Better Opportunities for
Single Soldiers facility to improve the life of single Soldiers
on the installation, but that endeavor wouldn’t have happened
without the efforts of the Soldiers behind the program.

Eleven Soldiers were awarded two Army Commendation
Medals, eight Army Achievement Medals and two Military
Outstanding Volunteer Service Medals during the post’s first
BOSS awards, which were presented by Command Sgt. Maj.
Christopher D. Spivey, Fort Rucker garrison command ser-
geant major, and Col. Jason Miller, 1st Aviation Brigade com-
mander, at the BOSS facility Jan. 24.

“This is all for their efforts and what they’ve done with this
building to get it going for the grand opening,” said Spivey.

SEE VOLUNTEER, PAGE A5

Tax center
opens Monday

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

For some, a new year brings about one
of the most dreaded times of the year — tax
season. But the Fort Rucker Tax Center
will do its part to take away that dread to
make it easy for Soldiers and families to
get their taxes out of the way.

The tax center, located in Bldg. 5700,
Rm. 371F, will hold a grand opening cer-
emony Friday, but will officially open
its doors for business Monday. The cen-
ter began accepting appointments today
— offering its free help with returns and
electronic filing for authorized patrons
Mondays-Fridays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
through April 17, said Tod Clayton, vol-
unteer income tax assistant coordinator at
the tax center.

The center, which offers its free ser-
vices to military, family members and re-
tirees, is designed to make people’s lives
a little easier by saving them money, he
said. People must have a valid military
ID and be sure to bring in last year’s tax
returns to take advantage of the services
provided at the tax center, and Soldiers on
Reserve status must be on Title-10 orders
and bring their call-to-active duty orders
in order to use the center.

“This is a free service and people need
to take advantage of it,” said Clayton.
“The average return typically costs be-
tween $75-150, depending on the forms
that they use. It can get costly, and they
don’t tell you that it costs extra to do the
state return, and these days, everybody
needs help saving a little money.”

Last year, thousands of returns were
filed through the tax center, and both fed-
eral and state returns can be handled at
the tax center at no charge, added the tax
coordinator.

Clayton said that people should use a
professional when filing taxes because
they may miss some credits or deductions
that they might be entitled to, adding that
those at the tax center are all specially

SEE TAX CENTER, PAGE A5
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Gail Evelyn, tax preparer at the Fort Rucker Tax
Center, helps GW2 Ralph Hernandez and his wife,
Brittany, with their tax return in this file photo.
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AGS offers tips for healthy New Year

By Jo Close
Army Community Service
Financial Readiness Program

The first of the year brings both the promise of new begin-
nings and the burden of self-improvement.

Fueled by the nostalgia of the holidays and armed with a
year’s worth of regrets, some 45 percent of Americans de-
cide to make New Year’s resolutions each January, accord-
ing to research from the University of Scranton.

We all certainly have our share of vices, especially as they
relate to money. So it’s unsurprising that financially themed
promises for improvement tend to be among the most popu-
lar resolutions made each New Year.

THOROUGHLY REVIEW CREDIT REPORT

Thanks to the availability of free credit scores, most peo-
ple have an idea of what their credit is doing. However, this
thought process is flawed as there are many components that
are in the credit report that the score does not reflect. As many
as four people have a credit report that contains an error. This
is your chance to identify any errors that you wouldn’t find if
you are just getting the score.

IDENTIFY FINANCIAL GOALS

Before anyone can make progress toward financial goals,
they need to be identified. What is important to you? What
goals do you have for the next year? Buy a home? Repay
your auto loan? Go back to school? Discuss financial goals
with your spouse early on, to develop what you both want.

TRACK YOUR SPENDING, AND MAKE A
REALISTIC BUDGETAND STICKTO IT

In determining how to set up a budget, one key is to track
your spending for 30 days. During this tracking period, you
will be able to identify any leaks. These leaks can sometime
hide themselves as daily trips to the gas station, trips to the
coffee shop or excessive dining out. Once your tracking pe-
riod is over, gather your bills from the past few months and
make a list of all your recurring expenses. Then rank them
in order of importance, with true necessities such as housing,
food and health care obviously taking the top spots. After
that, you can simply cut from the bottom of your list until
your take-home exceeds what you plan to spend. Finally,
keep track of your ensuing monthly spending to make sure
you’re abiding by your budget.

ADD TO YOUR EMERGENCY FUND
Roughly 54 percent of Americans do not have a rainy day
fund, according to the Financial Industry Regulatory Author-
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The Financial Readiness Program was created to enhance and
maintain mission readiness and quality of life by providing
Soldiers and their Family Members a program tailored to their needs!

Not ti’\lreryone hla_ls a money tree,
wiy you nave us...

ity. While we recommend ultimately building a fund with
three-six months’ worth of living expenses, it’s important to
understand that won’t happen overnight. If your emergency
fund is not fully funded yet, chip away at it over time. We
recommend starting with the goal of adding 10 percent of
your monthly income to your savings over the next year. And
once you’ve adjusted to this new component of your budget,
it can become habitual, and you will start saving more and
more.

FAST TRACK DEBT PAYOFFAND AUTOMATE
Instead of saying, “I’m going to repay all my debt this

year,” commit to fast tracking the payoff process. That may

mean contributing an extra $50 per month to your debt bill.

ARMY GRAPHIC

Most online repayment interfaces will let you automate that
extra payment, so you don’t have to think about it the rest of
the year. You can also automate goals that you may have.
However the key is to do it now — while you’re feeling moti-
vated — so it doesn’t get lost in the year-long shuffle.

BOOST RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS

If you are looking to save more for retirement, commit
to boosting your Thrift Savings Plan or 401K contributions
— with the maximum contributions for TSP being that of
$18,000. If you have an IRA, the maximum contribution is
$5,500.

For more information on ACS financial readiness, call
255-3765.
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€€ The Super Bowl Is Sunday, which
means many people will be hosting
big parties. What tips do you have for
hosting a successful party or gatherfdg?

“Good food - you’ve got to
have the dip. You need wings,
too. Pizza is a hit or miss, but
good dip and wings is a must.”

Al .'

Sgt. Ryan Stinson, CW3 Damion Chin, Staff Sgt. Syriah Leno, Mich.ae.l Janik,
6th Military Police WOCC B Co., 1st Bn., Veteran Civilian
Detachment “Have good friends around.” 11th Avn. Regt. “No alcohol.” “Just make sure you’re able

“Make sure you have hot wings.
If you’re having (alcohol), then
have a (designated driver.) If
you’re having a party at your
house and you’ve got close
buddies that you trust, they can
sleep on your couch or guest
room.”

Ricco Riggins,

to cater to everyone’s needs
if you invite them over. Have
non-alcoholic options for people
who might not drink, or even
vegetarian options for people
who don’t eat meat. Just try to
make everyone happy.”
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NEW DEFENSE STRATEGY

Deputy SecDef asks all DOD personnel to read, internalize strategy

By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity

WASHINGTON, Jan. 29,
2018 — All DoD personnel need
to read and internalize the new
National Defense Strategy, Dep-
uty Defense Secretary Patrick M.
Shanahan said here Jan. 19.

“This is not a document —itis a
means to an end,” the deputy sec-
retary said in an interview. “The
strategy creates alignment and
transparency.”

Defense Secretary James N.
Mattis unveiled the bones of
the strategy during a speech at
the Johns Hopkins Paul Nitze
School for Advanced Interna-
tional Studies in Washington. An
11-page summary of the strat-
egy is available on the Defense
Department’s website at https://
www.defense.gov/Portals/1/
Documents/pubs/2018-National-
Defense-Strategy-Summary.pdf.

Shanahan said he wants the
more than 2 million members
of DOD to be in alignment with
the strategy to create a power-
ful impetus to making the joint
force more lethal, helping DOD
to strengthen old alliances and
build new partnerships, and re-

THE PAUL H. NITZE SCHOOL OF ADVANCED INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

forming the way the department
does business.

“When you have a common
understanding of priorities and a
common lexicon, we’re the most
powerful team in the world,”
Shanahan said.

PHOTO BY NAVY PETTY OFFICER 1ST CLASS KATHRYN E. HOLM

Defense Secretary James N. Mattis announces the new National Defense Strategy at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced
International Studies, a division of the Johns Hopkins University based in Washington, Jan. 19.

FOUNDATIONAL FOR
FUTURE BUDGETS

The NDS is foundational, the
deputy secretary said. “As we put
together the fiscal 2019 budget, it
was derived from the framework
of the National Defense Strategy,”

he said. “We apply our resources
based on the way we budget. So,
if the strategy is going to come to
life, it must be resourced. It has
been the foundation of what we
put together for *19, and it will be
the underpinning for what we do

for fiscal 2020.”

The essence of the strategy is
that it is not prescriptive — it’s di-
rectional and descriptive, he said.
“The strategy in its most distilled
form is about doing more,” Sha-
nahan said. “It’s about being
more lethal, it’s about having
more relationships and it’s about
being more affordable.”

Technology is important, but
that is not where most of the
money is riding, he said.

“All of our bets are on peo-
ple,” he added. “Technology is
an enabler to allow people to do
more. The thing that makes our
military great is our ability to be
joint and its will. The investment
we make is to enable greater will
and greater jointness. That’s what
flows out of the strategy.”

People are at the heart of the
joint force, and the strategy rec-
ognizes it, Shanahan said. “When
I’m sitting in the room with the
staffs ... thinking about strategy,
I’m really thinking about the per-
son most downrange,” he said.
“It’s all about how do we make
them more lethal? How do we
make their efforts easier? How
do we make them smarter, faster,
stronger, better?”

Redesigned Army uniforms site provides guidance for Soldiers

By Crystal Marshall
For Army News Service

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Army’s uniforms are ubiq-
uitous around the globe for what they represent: loyalty,
duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity and profes-
sional courage.

Whether a Soldier is wearing the Operational Camouflage
Pattern combat uniform, the formal Service Uniform, or the
physical fitness uniform, he or she knows the power of the
image that the uniform conveys.

As the Chief of Public Affairs for the Army, Brig. Gen.
Omar J. Jones deeply understands the image that the uni-
form presents. “Our uniform represents all Americans who
have served in our great Army since 1775 and those serving
around the world today,” he said. “It represents our commit-
ment to this nation and to the American people to protect and
defend our Constitution and its ideals. And, it is a symbol of
the discipline, values and heritage of the U.S. Army.”

His words were echoed by 1st Lt. Emily O’Neill, public
affairs officer with the 197th Field Artillery Brigade, New
Hampshire Army National Guard, describing her thoughts
when she wears the combat uniform. “When | put on the
uniform, I’m reminded of my commitment to selfless ser-
vice for the American public, my duty to defend this country
from all enemies foreign and domestic and my unwavering
loyalty to the U.S. Constitution,” she said.

In 2015, the Army announced a change in the combat
uniform from the Universal Camouflage Pattern to the Op-
erational Camouflage Pattern. The mandatory date for pos-

session for the OCP is Oct. 1, 2019.

For Soldiers — and civilians — who are curious about the
new look and various components of the OCP, Army.mil
has launched a newly redesigned, interactive uniforms site
at www.army.mil/uniforms. The site also features full-body
photos and information on the Service Uniform and Physi-
cal Fitness Uniform, various combat badges, and a helpful
FAQ page for the most commonly asked uniform ques-
tions.

The new OCP pattern design includes several functional
changes. It removes several hook and loop closures, replac-
ing them with button and zipper closures to enable quicker
access to pockets. While internal knee pads were removed,
double reinforcement of the fabric still occurs at the knee
and elbow. And extra pen pockets were removed, while up-
per sleeve pocket length was increased to allow for greater
utility.

Soldiers who have not yet purchased new uniform may
do so at their local Army and Air Force Exchange Service,
using their yearly clothing stipend.

Even with the uniform guidance released by the Army
over the past few years, Anthony Moore, sergeant major
of the Uniform Policy Branch within the Deputy Chief of
Staff’s G-1 office, highlighted a few of the most common
questions that Soldiers approach him with regarding the
proper use of their uniforms and gear.

With cold weather now embracing many parts of the U.S.
during the winter months, Moore pointed out that Soldiers
are still authorized to wear the UCP Cold Weather Gear with
the OCP uniform, including the Black and Foliage Green
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Soldiers with the 3rd Infantry Regiment ‘Old Guard’ perform during
a ceremony at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Va., in their Service
Uniforms in October.

fleece.

Moore also noted that many Soldiers erroneously be-
lieve they are allowed to cuff their Army Combat Uniform
Sleeves while in garrison. However, this is only authorized
during deployment or in field environment.

And when headed to the gym for physical fitness, Sol-
diers are not authorized to drape a gym bag across their
body. The bag must be either hand-carried, or carried using
both shoulders.

Soldiers can take a further look at commonly asked uni-
form questions on the new website at https://www.army.
mil/uniforms/.

RECOGNITION B8

and present each volunteer with a certificate of appreciation.

Thirty seven volunteers were recognized for their efforts during the quarterly volunteer recognition ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum Jan. 24. William G. Kidd, U.S. Army Aviation Genter of
Excellence and Fort Rucker deputy to the commanding general, and Michele Gayler, wife of Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, USAACE and Fort Rucker commanding general, were on hand to congratulate
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News Briefs

AAFES, DECA meeting

The Army and Air Force Exchange
Service and Defense Commissary Agen-
cy meeting is scheduled for Feb. 7 at 1
p.m. in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 371A, to discuss
what is happening at the commissary and
post exchange. This is a time for people
to provide feedback and let their voices
be heard. The meeting is open to autho-
rized patrons of the commissary and PX.

For more information, call the PX at
334-503-9044, Ext. 210, or the commis-
sary at 255-6671, Ext. 3302.

Health fair

The 1st Warrant Officer Company,
Class 18-06, will host a health fair in sup-
port of cancer awareness Feb. 16 from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at its facility at 5803

Shamrock Street. In partnership with
Lyster Army Health Clinic, the event will
feature booths providing information on
and increasing awareness of the various
forms of cancer. The event is open to all
military, family members and civilians.
In case of inclement weather, the fair will
take place in Yano Hall.

Community Strengths and Themes
Survey

Fort Rucker continues its Community
Strengths and Themes Survey through
March 16. The survey is located at
https://usaphcapps.amedd.army.mil/Sur-
vey/se.ashx?s=25113745152ACC87. All
Soldiers and Department of the Army
civilian employees should complete the
survey. Family members and retired

military are welcome to take part in the
survey, as well. The survey is designed to
help leadership assess the community’s
health, according to officials.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets

Alcoholics Anonymous meets Wednes-
days from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in
Rm. 147 of Bldg. 4502. For more on the
group, call 334-237-1973.

Lunch and learn

The Fort Rucker Army Wellness Cen-
ter will host lunch and learn sessions
in collaboration with the Fort Rucker
Ready Resilient Training Center. All
lunch and learn sessions are open to all
eligible beneficiaries, including active-
duty Soldiers and their dependents, retir-

ees and Department of Defense civilian
employees.

All sessions will be located at LAHC
in V-130 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
the second Tuesday of the month.

For more information, call 255-3923
or 255-9218.

Thrift shop

The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open
Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. The thrift shop needs people’s un-
wanted items. People can drop off dona-
tions at any time in the shed behind the
shop (former Armed Forces Bank build-
ing) located in front of the theater next
door to the bowling alley. Donations are
tax deductible.

For more information, call 255-9595.
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SecDef calls US, Vietnam

(] S 9
like-minded partners

By Lisa Ferdinando
DOD News

WASHINGTON — The Unit-
ed States and Vietnam are “like-
minded partners” that have a
forward-looking  relationship,
Defense Secretary James N.
Mattis said Jan. 25 as he con-
cluded a visit to the Vietnamese
capital of Hanoi.

Mattis and Vietnamese De-
fense Minister Ngo Xuan Lich
met to discuss regional security
issues. The secretary said he also
met with the president of Viet-
nam and the general secretary of
the Communist Party there.

“This is the normal coordina-
tion, collaboration, consultation,
as we work out a relationship
with Vietnam, and leaving things
in the past as our starting point,”
Mattis told reporters traveling
with him en route to Honolulu
after leaving Vietnam.

He said the United States and
Vietnam share values based on
mutual respect and common
interests, including freedom of
navigation, respect for interna-
tional law, and recognition of
national sovereignty.

“We’re finally finalizing de-
tails on the possible visit of
U.S. carriers going to Vietnam
sometime this spring,” Mattis
said. Chief Pentagon spokesper-
son Dana W. White said Mattis
and Lich agreed to work toward
a visit by the aircraft carrier
USS Carl Vinson to Da Nang in
March.
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Defense Secretary James N. Mattis meets visits the Tran Quoc Pagoda during a visit to Hanoi, Vietnam, Jan. 25.

ENHANCING U.S.-
VIETNAM DEFENSE
COOPERATION

At the meeting, the two lead-
ers committed to enhance de-

fense cooperation based on a

three-year plan of action agreed
upon in October, with a focus on

maritime security, humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief, as
well as peacekeeping operations,
White said.

Mattis and Lich also noted re-
cent progress on the Cooperative
Humanitarian and Medical Stor-
age Initiative and robust Coast

Guard cooperation, including
the arrival of a former U.S.
Coast Guard cutter in Vietnam
in December, she added.

Mattis highlighted the 2018
National —Defense  Strategy,
which reaffirms the U.S. com-
mitment to work with partners

such as Vietnam to sustain the
rules-based order in a free and
open Indo-Pacific region, White
said.

Mattis also expressed appre-
ciation for Vietnam’s close sup-
port to the Defense POW/MIA
Accounting Agency mission in
Hanoi, White said, as it works to
recover U.S. personnel missing
from the war. The secretary is
committed to working with Viet-
nam to address remaining legacy
of war issues, White added.

MEETING WITH SOUTH
KOREAN COUNTERPART

Mattis said he will meet in
Hawaii with the commander of
U.S. Pacific Command, Navy
Adm. Harry Harris, as well as
with South Korean Defense
Minister Song Young-moo.

The U.S. and South Korea
have an “ironclad alliance,”
Mattis said. Discussions are to
include denuclearization efforts
on the Korean Peninsula, in light
of three unanimous United Na-
tions Security Council resolu-
tions on North Korea, he said.

The secretary highlighted dip-
lomatic efforts on the North Ko-
rean issue, noting he was recently
in Vancouver, British Columbia,
for the Foreign Ministers’ Meet-
ing on Security and Stability of
the Korean Peninsula.

“We’ll continue to hold the
line and provide credible mili-
tary options so the diplomats can
speak from a position of strength
and persuasion,” he said.

SecDef: North Korean regime is ‘threat to the entire world’

By Lisa Ferdinando
DOD News

WASHINGTON - The regime of North Korea’s Kim
Jong-un remains a danger to the world, Defense Secretary
James N. Mattis said Friday in Honolulu, while emphasiz-
ing diplomatic efforts to resolve the North Korean nuclear
issue.

The goal remains the complete, verifiable and irrevers-
ible denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, Mattis told
reporters at U.S. Pacific Command’s headquarters at Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, with South Korea Minister of
Defense Song Young-moo.

“The Kim regime is a threat to the entire world,” Mattis
said. “It’s an international problem that requires an inter-
national solution.”

He noted three unanimous United Nations Security
Council Resolutions on North Korea.

“Our response to this threat remains diplomacy led,
backed up with military options available to ensure that
our diplomats are understood to be speaking from a posi-
tion of strength,” the secretary explained.

‘IRONCLAD AND IRREPLACEABLE’ALLIANCE

Mattis and Song reaffirmed the strength of their coun-
tries” alliance and America’s pledge to defend South Korea
and maintain peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula.

The U.S.-South Korean alliance is “ironclad and irre-
placeable,” Mattis said.

“Our combined militaries stand shoulder-to-shoulder
ready to defend against any attack” on South Korea or the
United States, he said.

Mattis praised South Korea’s “steadfast action uphold-
ing United Nations sanctions at sea,” noting South Korea
has impounded two ships that were found violating the
U.N. Resolutions using ship-to-ship transfer at cargo at
sea.

South Korea “leads by example in carrying out the Unit-
ed Nations’ sanctions,” Mattis said, adding North Korea
is reminded that “risking its economy to boost its rockets
makes it less secure, not more.”

USKA MARTIAL ARTS
SUMMER

KARATE CANIP

1145 JAMES DRIVE » ENTERPRISE, AL
(BEHIND CARQUEST)

BEGINS MAY 29 - JULY 27, 2018 e
LUNCH INCLUDED
7:30am - 5:30pm &
Monday - Friday .
Largest Game Room In Enterprise %5

334-475-4308

B WWW.SCORPIONKARATE1.COM

2018 SUMMER CAMP IS GOING T0 BE A BLAST.

- MAKE PLANS TODAY!

ENDURING PACIFIC POWER

Mattis said Song is always welcome at the Pacific Com-
mand headquarters in Honolulu. This was the last stop of
the secretary’s trip that also took him to Indonesia and
Vietnam.

“Here in beautiful Hawaii we’re reminded that America
is an enduring Pacific power — five of our states plus ter-
ritories all touch on this shared ocean,” he said.

RECKLESS RHETORIC, DANGEROUS
PROVOCATIONS
Mattis said the United States and South Korea welcome

the Olympic Games talks between North Korea and South
Korea, but at the same time, “remain steadfast with the
international economic pressure campaign to denuclearize
the Korean Peninsula.”

The talks for the Olympics, Mattis explained, do not ad-
dress the overarching problems with North Korea.

“Diplomacy should repose reason on Kim’s reckless
rhetoric and dangerous provocations,” he said.

North Korea is sending athletes, including hockey play-
ers for a unified South Korea-North Korea team, to the
2018 Winter Games in South Korea. The games begin
Feb. 9.

PHOTO BY SGT. AMBER |. SMITH

Defense Secretary James N. Mattis and South Korea Minister of Defense Song Young-moo speak to reporters during a joint press confer-
ence at U.S. Pacific Command’s headquarters at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Honolulu in Hawaii, Jan. 26.
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Hero

Continued from Page A1

of Sconiers in Poland, and the brothers in
arms gathered there that day.

During the event, descendants of those
servicemembers recreated the photo by
standing graveside in the same formation
as their ancestors had stood.

“Incredibly the children and grandchil-
dren of those very officers are here today,”
he said. “It’s truly remarkable and touch-
ing to see you here and is a very fitting
tribute to Lieutenant Sconiers.”

Gayler said the ceremony had a con-
nection to the Fort Rucker area. A long-
time former resident of Enterprise, Ala.,
a retired Col. Jerry Sage was known as
the “Cooler King” in Stalag Luft Il for
many escape attempts and resulting time
spent in solitary confinement. In his auto-
biography, “Sage,” he penned a line only
a former POW like Sconiers could fully
appreciate.

“That sentence is simply, ‘Home—what
a wonderful word,”” Gayler said.

“To Lt. Sconiers, welcome home.”

Army Chaplain Maj. Doug Nab, 1st
Aviation Brigade, eulogized Sconiers’ life
and service during an earlier portion of the
ceremony, as having arrived “home at last,
home at last,” he said.

“We as a nation can never fully repay
those who made the ultimate sacrifice, and
their Gold Star families,” Nab said.

As a child, Scoiners was “fearless, fun
and adventurous,” and during his college
years he was characterized as “exception-
ally visionary and a natural leader,” Nab
said.

Sconiers first garnered national attention

Tax center

Continued from Page A1

trained to deal with military personnel.

The tax center also offers their drop-off
service, which allows single Soldiers to
come in and drop off their income tax pa-
perwork, and return in 48 hours to go over
their complete return with a tax represen-
tative, said Clayton. Soldiers must return
between the hours of 9-11 a.m., Mondays-
Fridays for their returns.

“We don’t need a full one-hour ap-
pointment to do most single Soldiers tax
returns, so this frees up a lot of time for
us to serve as many people as we can,”
he said.

Yolunteer

in August of 1942 as a bombardier on the
Johnny Reb, after the copilot was killed
by enemy fire and the pilot was badly in-
jured and only semi-conscious. Sconiers
took the controls and flew the plane back
to safety. For his actions Sconiers was
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross,
the second highest military decoration a
Soldier can receive.

“His actions show the important role
initiative plays in the body today,” Nab
said.

Sconiers, who was a member of the
414th Bombardment Squadron, 97th
Bombardment Group, served as a bombar-
dier on a B-17F Flying Fortress during a
mission to bomb the German U-boat pens
at Lorient, France in October of 1942. The
plane was severely damaged by enemy fire
but the crew parachuted safely, and were
taken as Prisoners of War.

As a POW, Sconiers provided security
for the extensive, secret underground es-
cape tunnel project at Stalag Luft I11.

In January of 1944, Sconiers purport-
edly fell on some ice, and died from com-
plications resulting from a concussion.

A field investigation by the American
Graves Registration Command in 1948
failed to locate Sconiers’ burial site. After
years of failed attempts to locate Sconiers’
remains, a breakthrough happened in 2015
when an independent researcher found a
cross with the name Sconiers in a French
military cemetery in Gdansk, Poland. The
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
requested assistance from the French Em-
bassy in Poland to trace records related to
the grave, which revealed there was no
French soldier during WWII of that name.

Single Soldiers who wish to utilize the
drop-off service must have a simple return
with no more than two W-2 forms. For
more information on drop-off services,
call 255-2937 or 255-2938.

When visiting the tax center, people
should remember to bring all tax forms,
including all valid military ID cards; So-
cial Security cards; all W-2s and wage and
earning statements; 1099-R for pensions
and retirements; 1098 for interest state-
ments regarding tuitions, student loans,
mortgages, etc.; a copy of the previous
year’s return if available; power of at-
torney papers if available; 1099-G forms
for gambling winnings, unemployment

Col. Chris S. Forbes, director for the
Europe Mediterranean Regional Direc-
torate, Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency, went to Poland in 2016 to try to
locate Sconiers, who had been categorized
as “nonrecoverable” back in 1946.

“We could never get in there because
the Cold War froze pretty fast. The Rus-
sians occupied that park and made a head-
quarters there,” Forbes said.

It wasn’t until the late 1950s that Poland
gave France a lease to gather all their de-
ceased military members across Poland
and place them in a consolidated cemetery
in Gdansk. Sconiers had been buried near
the French, so his remains were relocated
along with theirs.

“When they saw the name ‘Ewart Sco-
niers’ they thought the Germans probably
spelled [the first name] wrong. They bur-
ied him in Gdansk cemetery as Edouard
Sconiers,” he said.

Interestingly, Sconiers’ headstone was
the only one that didn’t include the in-
scription, “Died for France.”

The family had a researcher in Belgium
who confirmed there was no Sconiers in
the French or Belgian service in that time
period. The remains were transferred to
the United States where DNA testing de-
termined it was Sconiers.

“l was the last 100 meters, | guess. The
10 to 12 year kilometers to the objective
are these people gathered here, and Pam
Whitelock was the centerpiece of it all,”
Forbes said.

The search for Sconiers was a long jour-
ney but worth the team effort, according to
Sconiers’ niece, Pamela Sconiers White-
lock.

compensations, etc.; and 1099-MISC for
payments received for non-employment
compensation.

“Some people have gambling winnings
or unemployment that they’ve received
throughout the year, and those are things
that need to be filed and sometimes people
don’t realize that,” said the tax coordina-
tor. “If they’re in doubt about something,
just bring it to us and ask questions.”

People should also bring their bank
routing numbers as well as their account
numbers if they wish to have their returns
deposited directly into their bank accounts,
which can be found on a check tied to the
specific account they wish to use.

“Today was the moment for which we’d
all been waiting. It’s nothing but joy, grati-
tude, inspiration by these people who have
supported and worked, and fueled the fires
of the search. It’s overwhelming and up-
lifting,” Whitelock said.

“The greatest generation didn’t talk
about their trials or triumphs. They simply
moved forward,” Whitelock said.

The next generation must find within
them the “want to,” and share the stories
of heroes from the past, she said.

“Ewart’s great, great nieces and neph-
ews know the story, shared the journey,
and embraced the debt of gratitude, re-
sponsibility and accountability for the to-
day he gave for their tomorrows,” White-
lock said. “They understand that the lives
they enjoy were, and continue to be, made
possible by freedom’s defenders.”

For anyone who still has a loved one
unaccounted for, Whitelock has a simple
message.

“Don’t give up! You have no idea how
the lessons from such a journey will in-
form your life today,” she said.

Forbes hopes Whitelock’s testimonial
will empower others with a family mem-
ber that is unaccounted for.

“In 2015, we identified 47. Last fiscal
year, we identified 201, so we’re continu-
ing to get better,” he said.

“It’s a noble mission,” Forbes said.
“We’re the only nation committed like this
to bring everyone home. Our soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, and marines today can know
when we put them in harm’s way, we will
not leave them. We will come back and
find them if, God forbid, they fall; and we
will reunite them with their families.”

Although the tax center is an invaluable
resource to people on the installation, the
facility is limited in the services it can
provide. The center can’t provide services
for businesses or for those with more than
one rental property, but most simple tax
returns shouldn’t be a problem, said Clay-
ton.

“Every tax situation is different and we
look at each individual tax situation sepa-
rately,” he said. “If people feel they can
do it themselves, that’s fine, but there is
no harm in coming by and having us take
a look, especially since it’s free.”

For more information or to schedule an
appointment, call 255-2937 or 255-2938.

Continued from Page A1

“These Soldiers busted their behinds making sure this building was ready to go, and on
the day of with the cooking and everything else. They did a superb job for not just the
BOSS program, but everybody on the installation.”

The BOSS facility was reopened last year after a major renovation that included new
carpeting, furniture, gaming systems, TVs, appliances, cookware and a revamped the-
ater room. The facility also houses a new air hockey table, foosball table, dart board and
newly covered pool table.

But despite the renovation, none of it would have happened without the initiative of
the Soldiers involved, which includes the funds procured for the project.

“The money that we got for the building was because of everything that they did prior
to it,” said Spivey. “We can’t get the money without the volunteers. BOSS has to volun-
teer so (many hours) and do so much on the installation to receive a certain amount of
dollars, so they volunteered last year about 1,500 hours.

“That’s pretty significant considering the flex schedules that they work,” he continued.
“Everything that was put into this building was because of the effort they put forward
prior to us even submitting for that money.”

For many of the Soldiers, the efforts they put in weren’t about any individual gratifica-
tion, but to be able to serve their fellow Soldiers who are on the same journey.

“Alot of us put in a lot of work on our off time,” said BOSS president Sgt. Brooklyn
Phillips, 1st Battalion, 58th Aviation Regiment (Airfield Operations). “We work all day
and then we come in on our own time or on the weekends to volunteer with activities to
raise money for the program, so it’s nice to get recognized for the work that you put in.

“BOSS helps the single Soldiers around Fort Rucker to provide them with opportuni-
ties to get out and see the area, or do activities that they’re not able to do or afford being
single Soldiers,” she continued. “This building gives our Soldiers a place where they can
play video games or watch TV, because a lot of our Soldiers don’t have that, so this gives
them a place to hang out with their friends, play pool or cook food.”

For Spc. Ashley Barahona, U.S. Army Dental Clinic Command, and BOSS vice presi-
dent Spc. Shyyandria Walker, U.S. Army Veterinary Command, it’s all about improving
the lives of their fellow Soldiers.

“When it comes to the BOSS program, it’s just an organization that helps better our
lives,” said Barahona. “Whenever we’re by ourselves here, sometimes for some of us
it’s our first time away from home, and the program really helps (Soldiers) to feel like
they’re at home, and it gives us opportunities not just to do things for ourselves, but to
give back to the community.”

“BOSS to me is about giving back,” added Walker. “We give back to the community,
we give back to our Soldiers and it’s just really gives the Soldiers something to do after
work.”

Spivey said that the efforts of the BOSS Soldiers is something the installation will
continue to try and recognize, adding that all of their praise is well deserved.

“I couldn’t be any prouder of all of them — even the ones who aren’t standing up here
tonight,” said the garrison command sergeant major. “I just couldn’t be any prouder of
any of the BOSS Soldiers we have.”
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W Facebook

334-347-0048
REALTOR T 531 Boll Weevil Circle

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

NEW LISTING ¢ $449, 900

505 LAUREL BREEZE: This stumning lakefront 4 bedroom, 4 bath home has

sverything! A great floor plan opens out onfo a covered deck overlooking the pool and

lake. The Kitchen has stainless steel appliances, gas stove & oven with warming drawer, silestone counfertops
and a large laundry room. Each bedroom has its own bath. Office, separate den, workout room/craft room,
storage room, 2 gas water heaters, 2 HVAC unifs,security system & sprinkler system. All of this in a great
neighborhood on a cul de sac! JACKIE THOMPSON, 406-1231, TERRI AVERETT, 406-2072

NEW LISTING  $56,000

321 CANDLEBROOK DRIVE:

Why pay rent when you can

purchase?l  Minutes from

Fort Rucker & Downtown

Enterprise. Kitchen has pass

through fo dining area.

Sliding glass door in dining

area goes to backyard.

Oversized master bedroom

has walk in closet. Deck off

master bedroom is a great

place fo enjoy the view while

drinking a cup of coffee in the -

moming. Master Bath has garden tub/shower and a skylight that give great |
natural light. Roof was replaced in 2017. SHAWN REEVES, 475-6405 -

NEW LISTING ¢ $310,000

486 AVERETT STREET: This tradifional style home with four bedrooms and four baths sits on
approximately 1.75 acres. Master suite is located on the main floor, two of the bedrooms are
upstairs and share a common living space, and an additional bedroom and bath are located
on the other side of the home. This additional bedroom features a private deck and a separate
enirance from the outside. This home also has 2 fireplaces, a bonus room/den and a sunroom
that opens to a large patio. A must see property! SOMMER RAKES, 406-1286

NEW LISTING ¢ $46,500

308 CANDLEBROOK DRIVE: Nicely
landscaped end unit fownhouse
in  Rolling Acres  subdivision.
Conveniently located fo Fort Rucker
and Enterprise, this two bedroom,
ong and a half bath unit is available
now. Fealures o one car garage
and a deck off the master bedroom
upstairs. Off the dining area, you
have a covered patio with a firg pit to
enjoy those cool evenings. EVELYN
HITCH, 406-3436

202 HARWOOD PLACE: Lois of spacell Split level home with gorgeous wood floors. Bottom
floor has den with fireplace & bedroom or extra living areq, laundry area & half bath. Upper
level has master bedroom with separate bath & two guest bedrooms share guest bath. Large
living room on upper level with dining & kitchen adjacent to it. Walk out of kitchen to large
covered deck. Roof was replaced in July 2015. Refrigerator is 5 years old. New dishwasher is
on order. Cooklop is 2 1/2 years old. Wired for security. SHAWN REEVES, 475-6405

EBRUARYRGReRZBIIZADIV]

304 HUNTINGTON DRIVE » $229,000

Located in desirable Huntington Ridge you will find this lovely 4 /2 with a pool and workshop. The split plan has
a separate dining room as well as a breakfast area. The bedrooms are all nicely sized. The screened in porch
overlooks the backyard with its lovely pool perfect for entertaining friends and family. The 10x14 detached
garage/workshop is located here, too. Freshly painted inside. This beauty is move in ready. Washer & dryer
convey with the property. Granite counter tops & stainless appliances.

DIRECTIONIS: Boll Weevil Cr to Shell Field Rd. Turn left into Huntington Ridge on Huntington Dr. Follow street
around curve. House is on the right. From Hwy 27 on Shell Field Rd, turn right into Huntington Ridge.

View more pictures
of these homes at
www.c21regencyrealty.com

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER. "1 &
ReGENCY REALTY, Inc.  EEE (

~® Facebook
334-347-0048
REALTOR T 531 Boll Weevil Circle

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

NEW LISTING ¢ $65,000
. QYT

443 SANDY OAK DRIVE:

Nestled away from the husile

and bustle  of things, this

fownhome is ready for a new owner.

Being off the beaten path makes

this home appealing. Exterior freshly

power-washed in Jan. 2018. Al

appliances convey fo the next

owner...to include refrigerator,

washer and dryer. Both bedrooms

upstairs with a shared full bath. Walk

in closet in Master bedroom. Half

bath downstairs for conveniences.

Galley kitchen leads o laundry area and then garage. Patio areq. Fenced |
yard. You will want 1o see this fownhome. SHAWN REEVES, 475-6405

NEW LISTING ¢ $39,900
- 2 v =

502 MAPLE AVENUE, HARTFORD: Situated in a well-established neighborhood, this three
bedroom, two bath home features both formal living and family room with a fireplace. The kitchen
is conveniently located between the breakfast room and the formal dining area. Chain link fenced
yard for the family pet, and the laundry room is off the carport. EVELYN HITCH, 406-3436

~ NEW LISTING * $99,900

30717 FRIENDSHIP ROAD ELBA: If couniry is what you are Iookmg for, then look no further. This
three bedroom, three bath ranch style home sifs on approximately 1.6 acres. It also features a
bonus room, large laundry room w/closet, and 2 car carport. The living room has a wood burning
fireplace, and the kitchen is equipped with cookiop and wall oven. Don't let this property slip away.
Call fo see today. EVELYN HITGH, 406-3436

209 OPINE ROAD, OPP: Family time & mingling during gatherings flow easily from kitchen fo
dining & living areas of this Spurlin Subdivision home. Beautiful hardwood floor in living room;
updates throughout. City water. Lots of shade from pecan & other frees in the back yard for relaxing
or aclivities, Fishing, boating, playgrounds, walking frails, shaded picnic areas, are 1+/- miles
away af Frank Jackson State Park, a publicly owned recreation area that wraps around Lake Frank
Jackson. Make this your year-round home at the lake. MARGE SIMMONS, 477-1962

$145,000

255 SIMPSON DRIVE, DALEVILLE: Warm by the wood buming fireplace this winter and splash in
the large in-ground pool during the hot summer days. This 3 badroom, 2 bath home on a level
landscaped yard has somsthing for averyons -- large bonus room, fenced backyard, screened in
porch, split bedrooms, 2 storage sheds and convenient location. Ready to move in price of just
$145,000. Call today to schedule a viewing. JUDY DUNN, 301-5656
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Army secretary talks
focus, funding, future

By Lisa Simunaci
Army Materiel Command

REDSTONE ARSENAL — The Army’s
top leader called for continued focus amidst
looming budget uncertainty and provided a
glimpse of the service’s largest reorganiza-
tion in more than 30 years.

Making his way around the world to re-
view the Army’s most critical components,
Secretary of the Army Dr. Mark T. Esper
checked in on Redstone Arsenal Jan. 24.
Along with the Army Materiel Command,
Esper also toured U.S. Space and Missile
Defense Command/Army Forces Strategic
Command and the Aviation Missile Re-
search Development and Engineering Cen-
ter during his daylong visit.

On the heels of a three-day government
shutdown, Esper said his message to the
Redstone Arsenal community was to stay
focused. Redstone Arsenal organizations,
he said, were critical to the Army.

“We have an important job to do in de-
fense of our country,” Esper said. “Con-
gress and the executive branch will sort out
funding issues.”

Esper said he and other Army leaders are
doing everything they can to get the mes-
sage out about the need for a sustained, pre-

dictable and increased budget as well as the
detriment of continuing resolutions.

“Leadership at the Department of Defense
and myself continue to carry that message
to Congress and key players,” he said.

In a media opportunity with local report-
ers, Esper addressed questions about a new
Futures Command, noting the idea was still
conceptual, but would materialize at a swift
pace. The new command, representing the
largest reorganization since the Goldwater-
Nichols Act of 1986, should have initial
operating capabilities this summer, with full
capabilities by next year.

Esper said his visit to Redstone Arsenal
was an opportunity for him to discuss his
priorities of readiness, modernization and
reform.

“l had good discussions with command-
ers and I’m pleased how they are executing
each of those priorities,” Esper said.

The visit to Redstone Arsenal comes af-
ter Esper’s tours of the National Training
Center, Forces Command, Afghanistan and
South Korea. He also had the opportunity
to visit Army Materiel Command-managed
Army Prepositioned Stocks.

Esper said the leaders he encountered at

PHOTO BY JASON CUTSHAW

Lt. Gen. James H. Dickinson, commanding general, U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command/
Army Forces Strategic Command, introduces Secretary of the Army Mark T. Esper to SMDC’s leadership

SEE FUTURE, PAGE B4  during his visit to Redstone Arsenal Jan. 24.

OPEN CARRY

PHO

BY SPC. PATRICK KIRBY

UH-60 Black Hawks sling load M119A3 Howitzers from B Battery, 3-320th Field Artillery Regt., 101st Airborne Div. Artillery Bde., 101st Airborne
Div. (Air Assault), to the firing point Jan. 24 at Fort Campbell, Ky., during platoon certification. Sling loading the Howitzers allows the artillerymen
to occupy remote locations more rapidly to effectively fire upon the enemy.

BATTLEFIELD PARTNERSHIPS

Army strengthens ties with Australian, Pacific partners during exercise

By Staff Sgt. Leticia Samuels
For Army News Service

CAMP TAJlI MILITARY COM-
PLEX, lraq — Exercise! Exercise!
Exercise! Coalition forces call out for
help as flames burn in the mid-morning
light after a simulated gas bottle explo-
sion during a mass casualty training
exercise Jan. 18.

Soldiers assigned to the 449th Com-
bat Aviation Brigade and coalition sol-
diers from New Zealand, Singapore and
Australia worked together to simulate a
real-world training scenario. The exer-
cise provided hands-on experience in a
combat situation if a flood of wounded
patients came to the Camp Taji Role
Two Enhanced Medical Facility.

“These exercises are made to stress
the system with a larger number of
patients than you would normally see,
S0 you can iron out all the kinks when
it’s practiced,” said Capt. Brian Morey,
an aeromedical physician assistant as-
signed to the 1st Battalion, 126 Avia-
tion Regiment, 449th CAB.

The exercise began with the simula-
tion of a gas bottle explosion in a work
location that injures numerous soldiers.
Medical personnel on site started to
render aid to wounded soldiers as they
waited for the arrival of the medi-
cal evacuation team to transport the
wounded to the nearest medical facil-
ity.

“The point-of-injury care will occur
wherever the injury happens,” said Mo-

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. LETICIA SAMUELS

Soldiers in the Australian army load a wounded soldier onto a litter to transport to the Role
Two Enhanced Medical Facility after a simulated gas bottle explosion during a mass casu-
alty training exercise at Gamp Taji, Iraq, Jan. 18.

rey. “The event happens at an unknown,
distant site. You have your buddy aid,
your Combat Life Saver, or if there are
medics, they respond. That is your im-
mediate life-saving measure.”

Morey explained that the incident
is called to the medical facility and a
medical evacuation team transports
wounded personnel to the nearest med-
ical facility. After arriving at the medi-
cal facility, the wounded are met by a
medical liaison.

“You have your triage area or your
patient receiving,” said Morey. “As
they are being received, there is some-
one out here that is the triage officer ac-

tually looking at the patient, receiving
the report from the medic that treated
them at the site and depending on the
level of severity will get triaged based
on that.”

The facility at Camp Taji is overseen
by the Australian army and allows the
various forces to integrate effective
medical procedures despite their differ-
ent backgrounds.

“When it comes to a mass casualty
we are all working together, but essen-
tially we have a Singaporean team in
charge of the recess (re-cessation bay)

SEE PARTNERSHIPS, PAGE B4

SGREAMING
EAGLES

Brigade-level air assault operation
displays unit’s unique capability
By Capt. Ed Campbell

101st Airborne Division
Public Affairs

FORT CAMPBELL, Ky — As members of the
world’s only air assault division, the Screaming Eagles
have pioneered and honed their unique tactics, tech-
niques and procedures for more than 75 years.

Today, the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault)
continues to provide the U.S. Army with rapid response
and unmatched vertical envelopment capability. That
capability was on display when the division’s 3rd Bri-
gade Combat Team and 101st Combat Aviation Brigade
conducted a brigade-level air assault operation here Jan.
19.

The operation provided an opportunity to project
force in a non-linear and non-contiguous battle space.
It also provided an opportunity for the brigades to test
mission command systems, to integrate and synchro-
nize enablers, clear airspace and fires, and control the
movement of multiple units simultaneously toward an
objective.

“This is a unique capability that we provide the
Army,” said Col. John P. Cogpbill, 3rd BCT, 101st Abn.
Div. commander. “To be able to conduct an air assault
operation deep into the enemy territory, to capitalize on
surprise, shock affect, audacity, and present the enemy
with multiple dilemmas on any possible battlefield.”

Coghill added that this type of large-scale operation
requires extensive planning, synchronization and re-
hearsals. He also said that building repetition in air as-
sault operations helps to increase proficiency and over-
all readiness.

“As the Army’s only air assault division, we have to
be the standard bearers for this type of operation, so this
is something that takes practice,” he said. “This is just
another iteration, as we build that readiness, to be able
to provide this capability to the Army.”

A capability that now, more than ever, is required as
the Army seeks to posture itself optimally for major
contingencies that require the ability to conduct the full
range of military operations.

“We must maintain our dominance across all do-
mains,” said Brig. Gen. K. Todd Royar, 101st Abn. Div.
deputy commanding general for support, who observed
the operation. “This includes the air and land, and large-
scale air assault operations, such as those during Opera-

SEE EAGLES, PAGE B4

PHOTO BY SPC. PATRICK KIRBY
Soldiers with C Co., 1-187th Inf. Regt., 3rd BCT, 101st Airhorne
Div. (Air Assault), provide security during a brigade-level air
assault operation Jan. 19, at Fort Campbell, Ky.
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('é) ANNOUNCEMENTS

AUCTION SALES

ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLE AUCTION
SAT. FEB. 3 @ 6:00 PM
SMITH TRADING POST INC
9017 W US HWY 84 DOTHAN, AL. 36305
(334) 797-0785
FOR PICTURES & MORE INFO
PLEASE GO TO: AUCTIONZIP.COM
WITH AUCTIONEER ID # 13960
10 % BUYERS PREMIUM
CASH OR LOCAL CHECK
AUCTIONEER: Larry Smith Al lic. # 916

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

FOR SALE Burial Plots , Woodlawn Cemetery
in Ozark, located in Garden of Heritage with
3 spaces and 1 matching VA marker.

Big Discount! Call George 334-701-4795.

(ﬁ MERCHANDISE

Meadowlawn Cemetery Plots, Lot 74,
Spaces 1&2, Section 7, includes granite
marker, vase and 2 vaults $8,500. Lots 68
space 1 section 5 $1,600. (904-303-9095)

100 00" 8- 0.0 00" 0.0/ 0:0" 0" 8- 0" (
COOL STUFF

Bedroom Dresser, oak with tri-fold mirror,
matching night stand, twin bed frame with
headboard very good condition, twin box
spring and new mattress $375 all. 334-389-0056

N4
(') FARMER’'S MARKET

SAWYER'S PRODUCE

HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Vine Ripe tomatoes,

frozen peas, butter
beans, turnips, collard &
mustard

ey

Mon.-Sat. (8am - 5:30 pm)
Hwy 52 Malvern, AL
334-793-6690

HAY & GRAIN

HEALTHCARE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITIONS OF:

POLICE OFFICER

Summary: The employee patrols a
designated section of the city on foot or in
patrol car. Responds to calls. Conducts
preliminary investigation and makes
arrests. Serves warrants and subpoenas.
Testifies in court. Provides traffic control
and assistance. Performs other police
related duties as assigned.

Minimum Qualifications: Must be 21 years
of age. Must possess a high school diploma
as approved or recognized by the Alabama
State Department of Education and success-
fully complete a Basic Abilities Test as re-
quired by APOST or possess an associate’s
degree or higher. Must not have any felony
convictions as an adult. Must not be prohib-
ited by state or federal law to own, possess
or carry a firearm including a pistol, rifle or
shotgun. Must be a U.S. citizen. Must be
honorably discharged if the applicant
served in the armed forces. Must possess
a valid driver’s license.

OPENING DATE:
JANUARY 29TH, 2018
CLOSING DATE:
FEBRUARY 12TH, 2018

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
HUMAN RESOURCES
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,
AL.M-F,7:30-4:30 EOE.

INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

Wiregrass Rehabilitation Center, Inc.
NOW HIRING FULL TIME
LAUNDRY MAINTENANCE MANAGER

Duties include: Working on both the
electrical and mechanical components of
machines and equipment requiring
knowledge of Pneumatic, PLC, Hydraulic,
and mechanical/electrical maintenance
experience in a manufacturing environment.
Advanced technical education preferred
with 5 years maintenance experience.
Must have a good driving record and
valid driver’s license. We offer competitive
pay, Health, Dental, Vision, 401K,
paid holidays and PTO.

Please pick up applications at 565 Burkett
Rd, Dothan. the Work Services Center and
forward to the Human Resource Department.
Individuals with a disability or veteran
status are strongly encouraged to apply.
WRC, INC IS AN EOE/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER

RESIDENTIAL

(@) REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

DUPLEXES, TRIPLEXES, QUADS

FSBO Residential Lot in Sub.
Belle Oak Lot # 5 Dothan
4 acre +, $195K,
256-674-3089 or 334-792-5092

RECREATION

4-Wheeler 2018 Yamaha
Raptor 700R,

pecial Edition, Purchased

i 9-30-17, rode less than 2

miles, BRAND NEW CONDI-

| TION! $7200. 229-254-9001.

Ba)

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

Outback 2006 30ft Travel Trailer , 4 brand new
tires, large slide out, new lazy boy wall hugger
recliner, great sleep sofa, trailer in excellent
condition. Must See! $9700 Call 334-596-2802

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

Bounder by Fleetwood 2004 36S : Ford V10,
58000 miles, 2 Slides, Automatic leveling
system, Rear camera, Onan Generator 5500,
2 flat screen TVs REDUCED $33,000. OBO
334-718-0113 or 334-718-0114

Coachman 2004 Marada 33DS , class A motor
home, 2 slides, backup camera, leveling jacks,
7.5KW generator, 2 rooftop AC, asking $29,500
Call 850-209-2776

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K Ib. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. REDUCED $34,500
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K Ib. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. REDUCED $34,500
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

TRAVEL TRAILER LOTS FOR RENT

Coachmen 2017 Catalina Travel Trailer ,
Legacy Edition, 28 ft., sleeps six, 1 slide, good
condition and clean. Anderson distribution
hitch included electgric awning and electric
fireplace. $18,500. Call 334-718-1719 and leave
message.

(%) TRANSPORTATION

= 1950 Plymouth Special
& Deluxe, 2 door coupe,
— flathead 6 cylinder,
manual transmission

< (three on a tree) lots of
chrome, wheel skirts, whitewall tires. Serious
inquires only. $11,000 OBO. Call 334-797-3095

2 BR, 1 bath duplexes, 10 minutes from Fort
Rucker gate at Daleville. No pets. For more
information call 334-237-3396

Certified Organic Hay For Sale
4 ft. X 5 ft. rolls net wrapped.
Different varieties and qualities. $35. and up.
Barn kept only 900 left.
Working Cows Dairy Call:334-886-3839

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

Buying Pine / Hardwood )
in your area.
No tract too small

Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber

334-389-2003 y

(ff) EmPLOYMENT

,S‘oz‘;tﬁeast ﬂ&ﬁm
Rural Health Associates
Has the following full-time positions:

Certified Medical Assistant (CMA)

Newton Family Health Center
Geneva Family Health Center
Dothan Family Health Center
Slocomb Family Health Center

Medical Receptionist
SARHA Doctors Center -
Family Practice
Clinical and clerical experience preferred.

Send resume and salary history for
confidential consideration to:
Human Resources
1414 Elba Highway,
Troy, AL 36079 EOE.

Place your ad in our

Sales & Service
Directory

and grow your business!!!

INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Coffee County Highway Department
has an opening for the position:
Equipment Operator
Duties and responsibilities include, but are
not limited to, operate medium and heavy
equipment, trucks, and other vehicles to
construct, maintain, and improve roads
and drainage systems. Perform additional
tasks as assigned. Experience preferred.
Must possess valid Class B CDL.

Non CDL applicants may apply but must
obtain CDL within 6 months of
employment. Benefits Include paid
vacation, sick leave, health insurance,
holidays, and state retirement.

Pay based on Experience.

Closing date: February 28, 2017.

Apply online at www.coffeecounty.us.

Coffee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

J

3BR/2.5BA 103 Porch Ct. $1450.
3BR/3BA 115 Belton Dr. $1395.
3BR/2BA 1002 Selkirk Dr, $975.
3BR/2BA 3212 Willow Creek Rd. $950.
3BR/1.5BA 684 N. Park Ave. $795.
3BR/2BA 2312 Kristie Lea Dr. $750.

Chapelwood Townhomes
2BR/1.5BA
kitchen appliances, lawncare, CH&A,

Fireplace, covered patio, $545. month
www.dothanhouserentals.com

ALFRED SALIBA REALTY
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
334-192-2134

RESIDENTIAL

(@) REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

: T 127 Ac. Residential Land
4 Vﬂ" _; Ludmor Rd off Hwy 84W,
S ——

River frontage, ponds,
timber, and pasture.
3450SF home included

Call Green Gold Realty, LLC (478)972-2971

Arce Lots for Sale-Headland
OWNER FINANCE AVAILABLE

Central water and electric pole included.
$12,900 per ac. lot. OBO Call: 386-312-6363

FARM for SALE
10 miles. E. of Blakely Ga.,

530 +/- acres on Spring Creek. Excellent
hunting for quail, deer turkey & ducks.
137 +/- cropland acres ,w/32 +/- more
acres easily converted to same .Permitted
12" well. 20 +/-acres ponds. 8.5 acres
hardwoods, 147 +/- acres in planted pines,
w/195 +/- more acres readily plantable. in
pines which appreciate @7.5% yrly.
Timber cruise: $147K. Revenue,
16 &’'17 avg @ $35k yrly.

Call: 229 442 0249

LAND FOR SALE

16.26 ac. undeveloped E %2 wooded,

W 1 open field, width 342, depth 4 mile,
Cowarts Creek Runs N to S. Perfect Home
Place! (not in town) 5 min. to SAMC.

1 mile south of US 84 on Broad St.
South of Cowarts.

No Mobile Homes $11.5 K per acre.
Call: 334-794-5181 or
Email: timj436 @yahoo.com
for more information

Dodge 1965 D100 Pickup , slant 6-225 engine
original drive train, Collector used vehicle,
Good exterior, excellent interior condition
48,000 miles, KBB Value $22,500. Call or text
Oscar (334) 791-1356 serious inquiries only.

Ford 1932 Pickup, great restoration project,
$3500 Call 334-347-4844

Ford 1970 Mustang , 6 cyl engine original drive
train, one owner collector vehicle, excellent
condition, 150,000 miles, KBB Value $20,000
Call or text Oscar at (334) 791-1356 serious in-
quiries only.

AUTOS FOR SALE

2008 Nissan Sentra SL
! Local one owner,mint
) condition, 32 mpg, granite
— brown with sadd[etan
leather, cold air,
moonroof, new tires, $5,000. 334-688-5156.

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Datsun 1978 B210 GX:

Hatchback. 5 spd, 4

cyl., High Miles, Great

Restoration Project, All

B stock parts. Rare Find.
~1$1300 Firm 205-837-0544

Ford 2012 Focus SE: Excellent condition with only
91,000 miles. 100% service records from Bondy’s
Ford. Very Clean with PW, PL, Cruise, and many
xtras. $5,300. 334-695-2853

Honda 2005 Accord EX ,
loaded, Sunroof, Leather,
Excel, V-6, Automatic,
137,774 miles , 1 Owner,
$5695. Call 334-790-7959

Honda 2010 Fit -local one
& owner. 120,000 miles in

M excellent condition, auto-
i matic, a/c, all power, CD,
. Lemans Sunset orange

= w/black cloth interior, 40
MPG $7,495 334-688-5156

AUTOS FOR SALE

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

Kia 2013 Rio EX, loaded,
ig1 back up camera, new

i tires, economical, auto-
matic, 4 cyl. 84K miles,
$5995. 334-790-7959.

Ef_ - "" &> &) Pontiac 2010 G6, loaded, 4
B a cylinder, automatic, extra

‘ =4/ clean, 104,000 miles

W8 $5500. 334-790-7959.

PT Cruiser 2006 , white Touring edition, 123K
miles, good condition $3995. 334-237-2964 or
334-793-3012. Leave Message.

REDUCED BMW 2004 Z4 Roadster Convertible,
2.5 Lt. engine, 5-speed automatic trans., with
select shift, low miles, 66400 miles, electric
convertible, dark blue, garaged, new
Bridgestone tires and ceramic brakes,
am/fm/cd, very good condition, NADA blue
book $11,500. Selling for $7995.

Enterprise 334-393-1674.

Saturn 2007 Aura, white with leather interior,
3.6 liter, heated seats, 1 owner, 86k mile, 18”
wheels, michelin tires $8,500 Call 334-803-1811

Toyota 2016 Camry LE, 11k miles, silver with
cloth interior, immaculate condition, heated
seats, AM/FM/CD, bolt on silver hubcap, mi-
chelin tires $16,300 Call 334-585-0000

Toyota Camry LE 2010, 165 K miles, good
condition, new tires, $7200. 334-618-3490
or 334-798-4739.

MOTORCYCLES

Harley Davidson 2008 Roadking, FLHP 103CU.
IN. twin cam, 27k miles. Asking $8000 Dothan
Call 334-701-2272

HONDA 1999 Shadow A.C.E. 750CC : 19" wheels
with spoke rims. Bike is black with chrome. Ex-
cellent condition with very low mileage. Great
bike, fun to ride. $3200 Call 334-702-7565

SPORT UTILITY

Chevrolet 2005 Tahoe ,
& Hummer interior package,

" 130k miles, Marianna, FL
$7,850 Call 386-316-9573

Ford 2003 Explorer Sport
Trac XLT, loaded, leather,
new tires, 77K miles, Excel-
lent, $7500. 334-790-7959

Ford Expedition 1997 XLT 5.4 engine,
tow package, black in color, 165K miles,
excellent condition. $4000. 334-792-4554.

Kia 2011 Sorento, V6 auto engine, extra clean,
like new, 3rd row seats, must see, one owner,
well maintained $10,500 Call 334-718-4990

Iv. message.

Toyota 2001 Sequoia, good shape, runs great,
cold AC,, silver with leather interior. $3800.
850-372-2887.

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

2017 Chevrolet Crew Cab Colorado

White, V6 gas engine, ONLY 25 miles, sprayed
on bed liner, tunnel cover, 8 speed transmis-
sion, Bose speaker, assist steps, 35 month
warranty, $32,900. 334-695-6150

83 Yanmar Tracto r, 4 new tires, runs great,
front end plow, backhoe, new disc harrow, and
bush hog. $4,500 for All. Call 850-592-2383

Chevrolet 2009 Silverado LT, ext. cab, 2 wheel
drive, 5.3L automatic, power windows, locks,
mirrors, seats, 20” factory alum. wheels, 140k
miles, runs and drives great, $14,000 0BO

Will Consider Trade. Call 334-797-7420

Ford 2007 Ranger XL Su-
per Cab, 1 owner, 4 cyl.,
Automatic, new tires, 67k
= miles, excellent, $9400.

% 334-790-7959.

Massey Ferguson 65 Tractor, 1963 50 HP, 4 cyl.,
Perkins diesel, power steering, runs great
$2800. 334-677-7748.

NEW MASTER TOW DOLLY TRAILER, tilt bed,
14” wheels, electric brakes, NEW spare tire &
rim, perfect for truck or RV. Paid $2800.
Asking ONLY $2200 Call 334-449-2794

Ford 1995 Work Van , runs good $1,800 Neg.
Call 229-309-9350

Iy Kttt
S<ll Xttt
Er'izmacl X¢!

A TROY REGIONAL
i MEDICAL CENTER

WE ARE

LOOKING FOR PASSIONATE INDIVIDUALS TO JOIN OUR TEAM!

FULL-TIME DIRECTORS — LAB, ER and Geriatric Psychiatric
FULL-TIME MID-LEVELS - ER and Clinics

APPLY ONLINE TODA Y WWW.TROYMEDICALCENTER.COM

CALL HUMAN RESOURCES 334-670-5394

TRMC is a drug-free workplace and an Equal Opportunity Employer .

Above Ground

Maintenance Mechanic

' Southeast Gas has an immediate opening for an Above
Ground Maintenance Mechanic in its Dothan Office.
The job provides competitive pay and an excellent benefits package: vacation, sick leave,
employer paid benefits, health insurance, long term and short term disability plan, life
insurance, retirement, and 457 deferred compensation plan with employer match.

This job consists of accurate maintenance of border stations and regulator stations. The
job is responsible for maintaining areas of right-of-way. The job requires extensive
walking and extensive lifting, pulling, bending, and crawling. To qualify for this position,
you must have two years related experience, a High School Diploma or GED, and
possession of a valid Alabama Driver’s License.

Interested applicants should apply at The Southeast Gas Office,
2390 Ross Clark Circle, Dothan, AL 36301 or submit a current
resume to Southeast Gas, Attention: Corporate Services,
P.O. Box 1338, Andalusia, AL 36420.

SEAGD is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action/Veterans/Disability Employer.
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BUSINESS AND SE

EXCAVATION

BUSINESSES
(x) & SERVICES

Complete CareGivers
In Home Elder Care Service
Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

Ederly
&CW Housekeeping and

Sitting Setce |
Transportation
Markita 334-596-6374 Licensed & Bonded

In-Home Companion
care, Overnight
Sitting, Cooking,

POOLE

ASPHALT & CONCRETE
* X %

Driveways ots

Parking
Access Roads Building Slabs

Side Walks Curbs
Backhoe Work Dozer Work
Dump Truck Fill Dirt
Any & All Asphalt & Concrete Needs

Call 334-492-2235
Dothan, AL
Roy Poole Brent Poole
Estimator Owner

Surgical Land Clearing
* Forestry Mulching ¢ Land/Lot Clearing

[ el B g N o RS
¢ Brush Cutting ® Small Trees ® Food Plots
¢ Shooting Lanes ¢ Clear Fence Rows
¢ Lot Beautification ¢ Survey Line Maintenance
e Riding Trails
Contact Patrick or John Moore
at 334-714-4047 or 334-803-4281

Find us on =
Facebook

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

CHAD’s USED CARS

Come spend your income taxes with us
$$$$$ and save hundreds $$$$$

% Buy Here * Pay Here x

OVER 50 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s
We appreciate your business !!!

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE

- Home - Church - Commercial

Best Service! Bst Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

i Licensed & Insured

— Dorothy Pulliam,
W Owner

CLEANING SERVICE
Start the New Year right with a Clean
House weekly, biweekly or monthly.
Residential, Business
Reliable Excellent Service.
Serving Dothan & Surrounding Areas

Call: 334-435-2038

COMPUTER SERVICES

Computer & Laptop Repair.!
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified
Dothanpc.com ( Mon-Sat)
2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South
334-828-1621 334-596-3250

CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

A‘ \ “Qualiy s Our Trademark”

~
SMIRADEMARK
CONSTRUCTION
CONCRETE WORK

driveways ¢ foundations e slabs ¢ paftios

MASONRY WORK

brick ¢ block ¢ stone

ADDITIONS, REMODELING
FRAMING

P |

Issssssnnnn

We can handle any
of your construction needs!

e (334) 685-6039

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV

o
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.
DLP lamps in stock.

White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. = 334-792-0551 ¢=
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL
www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610 @graceba.net

CLASSIFIEPS
HAVE
WHAT YOU ARE
LookinG LOR.

HUSBAND FOR HIRE

Full Service Company
% 35 YEARS EXP. %

*Ceiling fans * Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters
*Painting *Carpentry s
* Pressure Washing e
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"

0dd Jobs to Big Jobs

Ask for Paul HFHS LLC
334-790-2659 Locally Owned

MR. FIXIT

Jack of All Trades
® Roofing ® Remodeling

P &
N >
® Repairs ® Plumbing =

® Siding ® Carpentry e Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303 @yahoo. com

g Superior Craftsmen |

1

| Renovation Specialist

| RENOVATION & REPAIR

| . Commercial & Residential

| 2 * Addi_tions and Kitchens *
* Baths and Windows/Doors *

: * Water Proofing & Insurance Work *

1

1

1

1

1

(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services
35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards
References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

| CALL: 334-648-6179 I

TRIAD RESTORATION - FIRE « WIND « WATER « DAMAGE REPAIRS
Residential ;g!‘ i FREE
& Commercial * ¥ Insurance
4 Repairs Claims
FIRE » WIND » WATER Inspections

[ N

ANIM - 3¥1d « NOILYHOLS3Y aVvIidL

« Painting
H « Roofing
* Flooring

SHIVd3Y IOVINVA « ¥3LVM «

el

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY O GENERAL REPAIRS
PAINTING O DRYWALL O PRESSURE WASHING
© DOORS REMODELS  INSURANCE CLAIMS

“ Visa & Master Card Accepted
334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Y

Make Your Point!

Advertising is the best way to make

points with prime prospects who are
ready, willing and able to buy.
Let us show you the most effective
way to advertise in the newspaper
that reaches the right people,
right where they live.

INSULATORS

RVICE DIRECTORY

ROOFING & RELATED

HEALTH CARE DECUCTIBLE PLAN
PAYS DIRECTLY TO YOU

NO DECUCTIBLE/NO NETWORK
FIRST HOSPITAL ADMISSION - $6,350.
DAILY HOSPITAL CONFINEMENT - $200.
DOCTOR VISIT (2 PER YR.) $50.

ISSUE AGE 18-69
INDIVIDUAL AGE
40-528.99 - 50-$35.28 - 60-$40.02

Jeff Cooper 850-209-4038
Independent Agent

KENNETH BEDSOLE

ROOFING, INC.

334-671-9225

7090 W. Main Street  Dothan, AL
Residential & Commercial
All types of Roofing, Awnings &
Seamless Gutters
We also service Flat Roofs
We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"
For Repairs and Leaks

[o)
BEB
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250 -

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Professional Landscape Design/Installation

ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer
Auburn University Graduate

*Irrigation Installation/Repair
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage
Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed @comcast.net

LAWN SERVICES

LAWN PRO, LLC
NEED YOUR

YARD CLEANED UP?
FREE ESTIMATE
We also offer:

¢ Year Round Lawn Maintenance
¢ Hedge Trimming ® Chainsaw Work

o Flower Bed Work including new bedding,

etc.. Call Josh at 334-726-8593

* Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.
Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.
A one time job or scheduled maintenance.
= Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

T& T Lawn Service LLC
’We walk by faith not by sight’
We specialize in: ® Flower beds ® Mulching
® Pine Straw ® Sodding ® Hedge Trimming
® Fertilizing ® Commercial & Residential

FREE ESTIMATES - CALL 334-718-3673

Walding Landscaping . /i,
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50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY
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334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com
= Come Visit Our
Showroom

Withstand inds
Up To 140 MPH
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Roofing Is Our Heritage

Interior - Exterior,
Pressure Washing
FREE ESTIMATES!
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Specialize in Garage Floors
No job to small! (Licensed & Insured)

Call: 334-618-0134

Ao Painting & Remodeling
NU Company
~—" e cCarpentry ® Painting
® Pressure Washing e Interior or Exterior
® Free Estimates ® 40 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work
Call 334-405-0987

= - Steve Driver Painting, LLC
e Painting &

e ‘T?':I'j N
% | Pressure Washing
33 yrs. exp. with Ref.

% Call Steve
334-405-8159

Licensed & Resonable Prices

and Tree Service ATy e Quality Is Our Tradition
Lff\\ ® Vinyl Siding ® Metal Shingles e Flat Roofs
¢ Tree Removal e ® Seamless Gutter Do It Right the 1st Time
o Stump Grinding  Tractor Work # Sod Work | | | Complote tear-off & replacements.
o Sprinkler System Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Whe FREE EST|MATES!!! Licensed, Bonded & Insured
: e < Call 334-618-3058
NS 0r334-796-9556
BAINTING A-1 Tree Service
T - 4 LicenSEd
A’s Painting Service & Bonded & Insured

o Landscaping e Irrigation
¢ Lawn Maintenance
o Pressure Washing o Land Clearing
Call for your FREE estimate!

Call: 334-400-4959 30 yrs. of Exp.
Accepting all major credit cards
Quality you can count on with people you
can trust for a price you can't beat!

A CUT ABOVE THE REST

(334) 435-4845

* Tree Removal « Tree Trimming
* Crane Services * Grass Cutting/Lawncare
« Stump Grinding « Land & Lot Clearing
* Concrete Removal « Storm Damage

Licensed, Bonded & Insured
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® Vinyl Liner Installation & Repair
& EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING

[BAMA POOL SERVICESLLC
¥
€

® Full Pool Service
Locally licensed, Owned & Insured
LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes

Fences Gutters ¢ Eaves ° Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs - Concrete Bldg. Churches

® Commercial & Residential Pools
Call 334-797-6998 ‘
= 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

® Salt System e Pool Repair
POWER WASHING
*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Hussey |

House Movers
Structural
Relocation
Specialist

Offering Precise Foundation Service,

Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process

(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-
Adjusting Doors and Windows

Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725

Need Exterior Cleaned?
THE MILDEW MAN

FREE ESTIMATES
® Roofing
e Eaves & Siding

e Drives, Etc.

Roof Cleaning
Involves
No Pressure Licensed

36 & 334-701-3510

% .:l

Call 334-983-52

Want Your Ad

To Stand Out?

Use An Attractor
Or Use Bold Print
In Your Ad

QUALITY PLUS

SELF STORAGE

CLIMATE CONTROLLED +« LOCKERS +« DRIVE UP

334-445-9803

2833 ANDREWS AVE. OZARK AL 36360
$20 OFF 1ST MONTH ACTIVE DUTY!
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each location had nothing but great things
to say about AMC.

“I hear about your responsiveness to sup-
porting units. They are singing your praises,
unprompted,” Esper told Army Materiel
Command’s Gen. Gus Perna and a gather-
ing of the organization’s top staff.

Esper noted the military is transitioning
from current wars to prepare to face a near-
peer adversary.

“After 17 years of war, we’ve not used
our heavy equipment, our Abrams Tanks,
our Bradley Fighting Vehicles,” he said.
“Now as we pivot to prepare for a high-end
fight and are training for it, we’re putting a
lot more miles on those vehicles and they
are breaking down — and that’s good.”

While some may say the breakdowns are
bad, Esper said it is just the opposite.

“That’s an indicator that we’re using
them. We are exercising; we are training.
But what that has done is placed an incredi-

Eagles

ble demand on the supply system that Army
Materiel Command is responsible for. It
hasn’t been exercised like that in a dozen
plus years,” Esper said. “General Perna and
his team have done a great job engaging in-
dustry, catching up and looking at innova-
tive ways to get those parts and supplies on
time, and at a good price for taxpayers too,
S0 our troops are ready to go.”

Even if the Army’s troops are well trained
and well-supplied, Esper said that doesn’t
equal readiness.

“If you can’t get the tank out of the motor
pool, you’re just not ready for the fight,” he
said.

Esper said his overall strategy is to focus
on outcomes, not processes.

“Process is a guide, but it can’t be an
obstacle to speed. We can’t let process get
in the way of good ideas,” he told AMC’s
commanders and staff. “That’s what Korea
and 8th Army are really patting you on the
back for.”

Esper said his discussions with Perna also

included how additive manufacturing — or
3-D printing — might be incorporated onto
the battlefield.

“Rather than run a supply requisition all
the way back to a depot, maybe we just print
parts on the spot,” Esper said. “At this time
of great challenge, I see great opportunity.
Can we think of leap-ahead ways to do sup-
ply differently? That’s what General Perna
and his team are looking for.”

Perna said the Army Materiel Command
conveyed to the Army secretary that the
command is looking through a new lens
and taking a comprehensive but also a
common-sense approach to addressing its
challenges.

“Our goal is a responsive supply chain
that accurately forecasts and delivers what
the warfighters need, when and where they
need it,” Perna said.

During his visit to U.S. Army Space and
Missile Defense Command/Army Forces
Strategic Command, Lt. Gen. James H.
Dickinson briefed Esper on how the com-

mand is focused on supporting theater op-
erations for combatant commands and the
future fight. The command’s technical cen-
ter director Tom Webber also presented an
overview of the center’s role as an Army
Science and Technology Laboratory fo-
cused on providing technologies in directed
energy, space, cyberspace, hypersonics, and
integrated air and missile defense.

“Being able to tell the secretary what
we do across our three lines of effort (op-
erations, capability development and ma-
terial development), and the uniqueness of
SMDC/ARSTRAT is a tremendous benefit
to the command because it reaffirms the rel-
evance of the command and its mission,”
Webber said.

“Anytime you have the opportunity to
brief the secretary of the Army and other
Army senior leaders on the role SMDC/
ARSTRAT plays for our Army and the na-
tion, it ensures our most senior leaders are
fully aware of the command and what we
contribute to the fight.”

Continued from Page B1

tions Desert Storm, Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom,
for which this division is known.”

Restoring dominance was also a theme mentioned by Lt.
Col. Joseph Katz, 3rd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regi-
ment, 3rd BCT, 101st Abn. Div. commander, whose artillery
assets were transported quickly by more than 20 aircraft to
protect and ensure the freedom of movement of the brigade’s
maneuver forces.

“This air assault showed the importance of being able to
quickly move artillery pieces by air in order to bring their
overwhelming firepower forward into the fight,” said Katz.
“This is a skill that every air assault artilleryman must master
if we’re to do this in combat and regain range and lethality
overmatch against our adversaries, particularly near peers.”

According to Lt. Col. James Yastrzemsky, 6th General
Support Aviation Battalion, 101st CAB, 101st Abn. Div.
commander, sling load and air assault operations are also
skills that involve close partnerships.

“These relationships are what mark us as the gold stan-
dard bearers,” said Yastrzemsky. “Fostering air-to-ground re-
lationships together, over multiple iterations, and critiquing
ourselves along the way, ensures that we are better trained

Partnerships

and ready to do the job, whenever and wherever we’re asked
to do it. And, no one does it better than the 101st.”

As the air assault operation began, helicopter by helicop-
ter, forces swept into the snow covered landing zones and
squads of ground-troops quickly fanned out to secure their
objectives. Capitalizing on the surprise and shock effect, the
3rd BCT Soldiers rapidly built combat power to close with
and destroy the opposing forces. Simultaneously, AH-64
Apache helicopters and artillery engaged the enemies.

“This training is important because it tests all levels of
leadership across the division to come together and get the
mission done,” said Spc. Dustin Frost, an infantryman with
Company C, 1st Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment, 3rd
BCT, 101st Abn. Div. “From aviation down to us, the in-
fantry.”

Sgt. Alfred Leyva, a team leader serving alongside Frost,
said that the operation provided him with the ability to assess
his Soldiers’ training and gain confidence in their abilities.

“We’ve practiced as a team, as a squad, and now we’re go-
ing to incorporate all of the training we’ve learned into future
operations,” said Leyva.

Yastrzemsky added that practice makes perfect.

“We’re going to make mistakes during this operation, and
we encourage our team to make mistakes during practice,

PHOTO BY SGT. 1ST CLASS ANDRE MCCLURE
An aircrew assigned to B Co., 6th GSAB, 101st CAB, position a CH-47
Chinook above an M1151 high-mobility multipurpose wheeled ve-
hicle as Soldiers prepare for sling load operations Jan. 19 at Fort
Campbell.

so we can learn and grow as an organization,” Yastrzemsky
said. “But we have to be ruthless in the sense of how we cri-
tique ourselves internally so we can make the most of every
iteration. Establishing relationships, executing to a standard,
critiquing ourselves, and improving upon every repetition is
how we measure success.”

Continued from Page B1

and the New Zealand team is in charge of
the primary health care,” said Australian
army Maj. Greg Button, the senior medical
officer at the Taji Role Two Medical Facility.
“We also have the American Role One with
us. They help manage the other recess bay in
a mass casualty situation.”

Camp Taji is one of five Combined Joint
Task Force - Operation Inherent Resolve
building partner capacity locations dedi-
cated to training partner forces and enhanc-
ing their effectiveness on the battlefield.
Pre-planning and cross training is critical to
ensuring they can support any medical situ-
ations that can arise. Morey said there aren’t
any physician’s assistants in the Australian
army, so the 449th Combat Aviation Brigade
facilitates this need.

“We wanted to be included, because it is
very feasible that if there was a mass casualty

we have providers and medics that are avail-
able to help,” said Morey. “We pre-planned
this with them well in advance, because they
are not only taking care of their own Soldiers
but pretty much everybody here on base. In
the weeks leading up to this we had them
come down and see our equipment and aid
stations and talked about our capabilities.”
The 449th Combat Aviation Brigade pro-
vides Aviation combined strategic partner-
ship training with regional military partners
in order to conduct multinational training
events. Morey said medical personnel as-
signed to the 449th Combat Aviation Bri-
gade trained 27 coalition forces soldiers on
patient loading operations on a UH-60 Black
Hawk, which also tied into the training.
“We did a walk-through of the danger ar-
eas of the aircraft, how to approach it and
how the patients are loaded,” said Morey.
“We showed them the inside and the capa-
bilities of how to sustain a patient inside the

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. LETICIA SAMUELS

Soldiers assigned to the 449th CAB and medical personnel assigned to the Australian army work to-
gether to assess a patient’s initial injuries during the exercise.

aircraft. This was a culminating event that
we added to the mass casualty exercise so
they can actually load a patient on an aircraft
at a real location and test their whole sys-
tem.”

This training is part of the overall Com-
bined Joint Task Force - Operation Inherent

Resolve building partner capacity mission,
which focuses on training and improving the
capability of partnered forces fighting ISIS.

“This gives the medics a chance to work
with multinational forces,” said Morey. “It
really does a lot for building those experi-
ences.”
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BIOLYTE is a rehydration therapy drink that contains the same
amount of electrolytes as an IV, plus natural compounds that
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restore your body’s balance. This unique solution is the perfect defense

against everyday dehydration, sickness, hangovers, jet lag, aging, and

intense athletics. When you are feeling dehydrated or low on energy,
don’t reach for a sports drink, coffee or even water. Grab
a BIOLYTE, and experience the power of the Drinkable
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f* IV. That’s why it works. Best served chilled or over ice.

* The IV in a Bottle, Physician
Formulated Hydration

* 650% MORE Electrolytes than
Leading Sports Drinks

* 50% MORE Electrolytes than

Leading Children’s Rehydration

Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?
Contact Ron Sykstus NOW! rsykstus@bondnbotes.com 256-713-0221

B BOND, BOTES, SYKSTUS, TANNER & EZZELL, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW « 225 PRATT AVENUE ¢ HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has
been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,
covering all areas of government concern including:
¢ Financial e Alcohol Consumption e Foreign Influence
Considerations e Personal Conduct e Foreign Preference
e Security Violations e Criminal Conduct e Misuse of Information
¢ Drug Involvement e Sexual Behavior Technology

Also available for Courts-Martial, Magistrate Court
and Administrative Separation Board Defense.
To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services
he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit
www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

Products

* Specifically designed to address:
Dehydration, Fatigue, Nausea,
Muscle Cramps, Overindulgence

JOCKEY

SCRUBS
612 N. Main Street  Enterprise

Conveniently Located Downtown on North Main Street
334.393.0086 * 334.393.0206 Fax
Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to Noon

© White Cross
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Former SecDef, Army
historians dispel Tet
Offensive myths
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The UH-1D Huey helicopter sits as a centerpiece in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

Museum offers portal INto Army Aviation history

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

More than 100,000 people visit
the U.S. Army Aviation Museum
each year to get a glimpse into the
history of Army Aviation and learn
from its past.

But as much as patrons are able
to see what the history of Army
Aviation holds, there is much more
than currently meets the eye when
it comes to the museum’s vast col-
lection.

“Currently, in the existing mu-
seum, we are limited by space, so
we have to have displayed what
was actually in the Army’s opera-
tional inventory,” said Bob Mitch-
ell, U.S. Army Aviation Museum
curator. “When grandpa brings
his kids and grandkids in here to
show them the helicopter he flew,
we have to have it in here, which
means that there is a lot of stuff
that we have that we can’t really
put [on display].”

Currently there are about five
storage facilities that house a slew
of prototype aircraft and equip-
ment, as well as many aircraft that
are slated for restoration in the fu-
ture to be exhibited on the muse-
um floor, and although the current
museum has about 120,000 square
feet of floor space, it’s not enough
to be able to display everything
that is housed in the museum’s
storage units, said Mitchell.

From the first XH-40 prototype
helicopter that paved the way for
the famous Huey helicopter to a
Boeing-Sikorsky RAH-66 Co-

The first XH-40 prototype helicopter sits at its home at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

manche, an aircraft that never
quite made it into the Army’s op-
erational inventory, the museum
has something for everyone, said
Mitchell.

The Comanche, which is one of
the museums biggest attractions,
allows visitors to see just how far
the evolution of Army Aviation has
come from aircraft that flew more
than 100 years ago, which can
also be seen within the museum’s
walls. There are about 50 aircraft
on display in the public galleries
at any one time throughout the
museum, but the entire collection
encompasses over 160 airplanes,

helicopters and other vertical flight
aircraft, according to the museum’s
website, www.armyaviationmu-
seum.org., most of which is found
in storage out of public view.

Of the vast collection of aircraft
and memorabilia that the museum
houses, the unseen artifacts en-
compass more than two thirds of
the museum’s entire collection,
said Mitchell. The collection has
been accumulated over the last 60
years, and due to space constraints,
the museum is typically limited to
showcase aircraft that were in the
Army’s operational inventory, but
that doesn’t negate the importance

of the pieces sitting in storage.
“Fort Rucker’s museum is the
showcase for Army Aviation,”
Mitchell said. “When non-military
personnel and veterans come to
Fort Rucker, they generally come
to see the museum. It’s basically
Army Aviation’s house, so we
want to make sure the visitors have
a pleasurable visit (and that) they
understand the mission of Army
Aviation and its rich heritage.
“Most people who interact with
Fort Rucker and the museum will
walk away with the opinion of the
Army based on the museum,” he
added. “It is very important we

conduct ourselves in a profession-
al manner, the exhibits are correct
and people leave here understand-
ing Army Aviation.”

The museum is set up in a way
to try and take people on a journey
through the history of Army Avia-
tion as they walk through various
exhibits, said Mitchell.

“They can expect to find ex-
amples of Army Aviation dating
from the Wright Brothers’ produc-
tion of the Army Wright Model
B flyer through World War I and
‘World War 11, the Korean Conflict,
Vietnam War and the global war
on terrorism,” he said. “It is impor-
tant to understand that the United
States Army is the reason for the
modern-day helicopter. The Army
paid the money, and conducted re-
search and development to get the
helicopter where it is today.

“We have a little bit of every-
thing in here,” he added. “We have
an original Newport 28 from World
War I. There are only a handful of
those that survived. We also have
a Super 68 from the Battle of
Mogadishu, as seen in the movie
‘Black Hawk Down,” and pretty
much a sampling of everything in
between.”

The museum is open to visit
Mondays-Fridays from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Itis closed on federal holi-
days, except for Memorial Day,
Independence Day and Veterans
Day.

For more information about
the museum, visit http://mww.
armyaviationmuseum.org/.

AGS offers tools, tips to aid in job hunts

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Campaigning for new employment can
be a daunting task, especially for Soldiers
transitioning into civilian life, but Army
Community Service offers tools and tips to
aid in the search.

Marketing is the key to any successful
job hunting endeavor, according to Mike
Kozlowski, ACS employment readiness
manager.

“Regis McKenna — the ‘marketing guru
of Silicon Valley’ - was quoted in the ‘Har-
vard Business Review’ as saying, ‘Market-
ing is everything, everything is market-
ing,”” he said. “In a very real sense this
new axiom for the 21st century can be di-
rectly applied to the job campaign process
for folks who are interested in making their
campaigns more productive.”

Employment readiness workshops will
take place today, Feb. 13 and March 1 from
8:45 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. at the Soldier
Service Center, Bldg. 5700, Rm. 350 in the
ACS Multi-purpose Room. Patrons will
complete paperwork prior to the sessions’
9 a.m. start time. Participants will learn the
essentials for conducting a successful job
campaign. Advance registration is required.
Please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
employment-readiness-program-work-
shop-tickets-40855808824?aff=erelexpmlt
to register. Anyone unable to attend the
workshop dates above can registration for
other future workshops by using the web-
site’s dropdown selector.

For those unable to attend the upcom-
ing workshops, Kozlowski suggested the
following steps for effectively marketing
skills to hiring managers.

e Start with your résumé — Ask your-
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self the questions, “Would | hire my-
self if I were a hiring manager and
read my résumé?” Tailor your résumé
to the job in which you’re interested,
giving the reader the impression that
you are a problem solver with innova-
tive approaches to the industry sector.
Pepper your work experiences with ac-
tive — and not passive — verbs to dem-
onstrate that you are more than capable
meet challenges with superb solutions.
Quantify your work experiences (and
significant accomplishments) with per-
centages, dollar figures, and statistical
data. Describe the context and chal-
lenges you faced in the job, the actions
you took to solve those challenges/op-
portunities and, lastly, the results you
and the organization experienced from
your creative solutions. Once again,
quantify these accomplishments as
much as possible.

The informational visit — Research
companies and their job opportunities.
Tailor your résumé and cover letter to
the company you wish to visit and then
make the informational visit. You don’t
have to call ahead, but it may help you
get some dedicated time on that indi-
vidual’s schedule. Do not offer your
résumé to the person until they ask for
it. If you do you risk being perceived
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as a person with self-interest at heart.
Get the business card and hand write a
thank you note.

According to Kozlowski, consistency is
a key component to a successful job cam-
paign.

“Some individuals are morning people,
feeling fresh and ready to ‘get at it” with
vigor during the first part of the day,” he
said. “Others — because of their other obli-
gations and commitments — find job hunt-
ing better suited to an afternoon schedule.
Job hunting — if you’re truly serious about
it — needs to be a consistent part of your
daily routine. One hour, four hours, eight
hours — it doesn’t matter how much time
you devote to your hunt. Your job hunt is
driven by the intensity and determination
you render to it — every day. It’s the fire in
your belly that drives success in anyone’s
job search. You should always adopt a me-
thodical, consistent approach to your daily
job hunt efforts — never go headlong into
the hunt without preparation.”

For Soldiers looking ahead to future
civilian employment or family members
who are currently employed, time can be
scarce. However, Kozlowski said tools are
still available to help cast a wide network-
ing net.

“It’s often been said that it’s better to
look for a job while you have a job than

to look for a job while gainfully unem-
ployed,” he said. “While it’s true that cur-
rently employed individuals have little time
to include face-to-face contacts in their
already-full work schedules, the tech age
in which we’re living affords opportunities
which have been previously unavailable.

“I’m a big advocate of networking with
other professionals, either on a face-to-face
basis or via electronic means,” he contin-
ued. “(A job networking site) is more than
a social media resource. If used correctly,
it will put you in touch with corporate and
organizational decision makers who can
be that effective second connection for an-
other career opportunity. Increasingly, jobs
are being offered to qualified candidates
through (job networking sites), so it should
not be treated as a virtual chat room for
professionals. Make certain your profile is
complete and your résumé is loaded into
the site.”

Kozlowski also suggests professional
conventions, conferences and associational
meetings to network with hiring managers
and decision managers. However, a little
time off might be in order to strengthen the
search.

“You may want to approach this chal-
lenge the old-fashioned way,” he said.
“Take some time off and visit the em-
ployer. This approach does involve a lot of
planning as you want to make certain the
individual will have time blocked-off on
his or her schedule to speak with you. Use
the informational visit approach. Taking
time off also serves as to not alert your cur-
rent boss that you’re out looking for other
opportunities.”

For more information on the employ-
ment readiness program or to register for
the workshop, call 255-2594.
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Child care available

The Fort Rucker School Age Center
has spaces available for before and af-
ter school care. The school age center
is available for children Kkindergarten
through fifth grade.

For more information, call 255-9638.

Valentine craft

The Center Library will have a Design
your Valentine craft session Tuesday
from 3:30-5:30 p.m. Patrons will have
a chance to create a Valentine’s card for
that special someone. The free event is
open to authorized patrons of all ages and
is Exceptional Family Member Program
friendly.

For more information or to register,
call 255-3885 or visit the library.

Special Ed Connection Webinar

The Army Installation Management
Command Exceptional Family Member
Program offers the LRP Publications’
Special Ed Connection® and Direct-
STEP® eCourses free of charge. Special
Ed Connection® provides resources and
tools that Army staff and parents can use
to gain a clear understanding of special
education requirements and services, and
how they work, according to officials.
This web! Ibased resource is being made
available to both Army staff and parents.
To find out more about this resource, peo-
ple are welcome to join a free informa-
tion webinar Tuesday at 9 a.m. To register
for the webinar, visit https:/Irptraining.
webex.com/Irptraining/k2/j.php?MTID=
tc4d3faf1d97b8eca2182f1d75ab20840.
Once people are approved by the host,
they will receive a confirmation email
with instructions for joining the session.
Registration deadline is Friday by noon.

For more information, call 255-9277,
or 1-800-515-4577, Ext. 6515.

Care team training

Army Community Service will host its
care team training Feb. 8 from 8:30-11
a.m. at Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. The training
will cover numerous topics, such as: care
team overview, care team operations,
Survivor Outreach Services overview,
casualty notification, and dealing with
loss and grief. Commanders, command
sergeants major, senior spouses, family
readiness leaders, family readiness group
leaders and other key volunteers are wel-
come to attend.

Pre-registration is required and can be
done by calling 255-9578 or 255-3161.
Free childcare is available with registra-
tion by calling 255-3564.

Healthy eating for children

The Army Community Service New
Parent Support Program will host a class
on healthy eating for parents of children
ages birth to 5 Feb. 13 from 9-11 a.m. in
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 350. The course is de-
signed to teach parents what, when and
where to feed their children to prevent
mealtime struggles and promote a life-
time of healthy eating. The class is free.
Registration deadline is Feb. 8. Child care
will be provided.

For more information, call 255-9647.

Mardi Gras Day Trip

MWR Central will host a day trip to the
Mardi Gras festivities in Mobile Feb. 10.
The cost is $50 per person, and includes
the bus ride to and from Mobile. To reg-
ister or get more information, call 255-
2997 or 255-9517.

Resilience training workshop

Army Community Service resilience
training is designed to provide family
members and civilians with the tools to
better cope with and overcome adversity
and challenges, as well as perform better
in stressful situations, according to orga-
nizers. The goal is for students to thrive
when facing life challenges, not just
bounce back. The workshop will be held
from Feb. 9 from 9-11:30 a.m. in Bldg.
5700, Rm. 350.

For more information on the workshop
or other resilience training, call 255-3161
or 255-3735.

ACS instructor training course

Army Community Service will host
its instructor training course Feb. 12-15
from 8:15 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Spiri-
tual Life Center. The course is designed
to give attendees tools on how to present
classes and briefings more effectively,

Travel Extravaganza

The 30th annual Fort Rucker Travel Extravaganza will be hosted by MWR Central Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Landing. Over 50 vendors will be
present to discuss information and answer questions. Admission is free, and the event is open to the public and Exceptional Family Member Program
friendly. Door prizes will be given away during the event. In addition, an MWR Passport scavenger hunt offers additional opportunities to win prizes.
Patrons do not have to he present to win. For more information, call 255-2997 or 255-9517. Pictured is a scene from a previous event.
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according to organizers. The course ends
with students conducting briefings from a
Knowledge Module Army Family Team
Building course. Following the course,
students will be able to instruct AFTB
modules for ACS.

For more information, call 255-3564.

Employment readiness class

The Fort Rucker Employment Readi-
ness Program will host an orientation ses-
sion Feb. 13 in the Soldier Service Cen-
ter, Bldg. 5700, in the Army Community
Service multipurpose room. People who
attend will meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 a.m.
to fill out paperwork before going to the
multipurpose room. The class will end at
about 11:30 a.m. The sessions will inform
people on the essentials of the program
and provide job search tips, as well. Ad-
vance registration is required.

For more information, call 255-2594.

Sweetheart Dinner

The Landing Zone will host its Sweet-
heart Dinner Feb. 14 from 4-9 p.m. The
dinner will feature a two-for-$20 spe-
cial where people can enjoy two entrees
and an appetizer from a select menu. For
more information, call 255-0768.

Federal jobs workshop

Army Community Service will host
its federal job workshop Feb. 14 from 8
a.m. to noon in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. The
workshop is aimed at getting people the
information they need to increase their
federal employment possibilities. Partici-
pants will receive a free copy of Kathryn
Troutman’s “Jobseeker’s Guide (7th Edi-
tion).” Registration is required two days
prior to the workshop. Space is limited
to the first 60 people to register and the
workshop is open to authorized patrons
only.

For more information or to register,
call 255-2594.

Newcomers welcome

A newcomers welcome is scheduled
for Feb. 16 from 9-11:30 a.m. at The
Landing. Active-duty military, spouses,
foreign students, Army civilians and fam-
ily members are encouraged by post of-
ficials to attend the newcomers orienta-
tion. A free light breakfast and coffee will
be served. For free childcare, people can
register their children at the child devel-
opment center by calling 255-3564. Res-
ervations must be made 24 hours prior to
the newcomers welcome.

For more information, call 255-3161 or
255-2887.

Blended Retirement System Seminar

Army Community Service accredited
financial counselors will present a Blend-
ed Retirement System Seminar Feb. 20
from 6-7 p.m. at Bldg.t 5700, the Soldier
Service Center, in Rm. 350.

The seminar will be a discussion of the
significant changes to the current military
retirement system, including continua-
tion pay and the Thrift Saving Plan with

For more information

(334) 255-2997/9517.
rucker.armymwr.com

Tuesday February 6"
10 am~-1 pm at The Landing

Door Prizes! |
> Attraction tickets, hotel stays, memorabilia,
clothing, and a grand prize will be given
away during the event.

contact MWR Central at

Fort Rucker MWR Central presents the

Scavenger Hunt!

» The scavenger hunt will give you a chance
to win a MWR Bundle including gift
certificates, memorabilia, and more!

» Participants do not have to be present to
win prizes (excluding Grand Prize - winner
must be present).

Over 50 vendors will be present to discuss
' Jinformation and answer questions!

(v.5.ARMY]

f Fort Rucker MWR

matching government contributions. Pre-
registration is required by Feb. 19. Free
child care available with registration.
Class is subject to cancellation if enough
people do not pre-register.

For more information, call 255-3949.
Registration can be completed by visiting
http://rucker.armymwr.com/us/rucker/
programs/army-community-service.

Fort Rucker Right Arm Night

The Landing Zone will host the Fort
Rucker Right Arm Night Feb. 22 from
4-6 p.m. Right Arm Night is an Army
tradition, promoting a night of camara-
derie and esprit de corps as leaders come
together and treat those who help them
accomplish the mission. Complimen-

tary appetizers will be served while sup-
plies last. Right Arm Night is held every
month, and both military and civilians are
welcome.

For more information, call 255-0768.

International Spouses Get Together

Army Community Service hosts its In-
ternational Spouses Get Together the first
Friday of every month at 9 a.m. at the Al-
len Heights Community Center. Accord-
ing to ACS officials, the get together is
a place for spouses to find support, and
help with finding resources for obtain-
ing U.S. citizenship, education, drivers
licenses and more. Multilingual volun-
teers are available.

For more information, call 255-3735.

FORT RUCKER MOVIE SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY 1-4

Thursday, February 1
Ferdinand (PG) ..............cccvene..... 7 p.m.

Friday, February 2

Jumanji: Welcome To The Jungle
(PG-13) oo, 7 p.m.

Saturday, February 3

The Greatest Showman (FG) .......... 4 p.m.
Jumanji (PG-13) ..o 7 p.m.

Sunday, February 4

The Greatest Showman (PG) .......... 1p.m.
Father Figures (R) .........c.ccoeuee.. 4 p.m.

| TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY |.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. |
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Former SecDef Hagel, Army
historians dispel Tet Offensive myths

By David Vergun
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — Around midnight
on Jan. 30, 1968, Vietcong and North Viet-
namese Army troops began a massive sur-
prise attack on U.S., South Vietnamese and
allied forces across South Vietnam.

The Tet Offensive, as it came to be
known, was actually a three-phase cam-
paign, lasting from Jan. 30 to March 28,
May 5 to June 15 and Aug. 17 to Sept. 23.

“The event really defined the course of
the rest of the [Vietnam] war and how it
ended, which was a pretty inglorious end-
ing,” said former Secretary of Defense
Chuck Hagel.

Hagel, who was with the 47th Infantry
Regiment in Vietnam during Tet, spoke at
the “Vietnam: The Tet Offensive” panel
discussion Jan. 25 at the National Ar-
chives.

Then a 21-year-old private first class,
Hagel, just two months in country, said his
mechanized infantry unit sustained heavy
casualties in the vicinity of Long Binh.

The attack was a complete surprise, he
said. What happened in Long Binh was
typical of what was happening across the
country.

The U.S. had completely underestimated
the strength of the North Vietnamese Army
and Vietcong guerrilla forces from South
Vietnam, he said. It came as a shock to the
American public and turned public opinion
against the war.

One of the myths of Tet, he said, is that it
was a big enemy military victory. It wasn’t.
“Our military actually did very well, con-
sidering.”

Erik B. Villard, a historian with the U.S.
Army Center of Military History, said there
were other myths about Tet, some of which
he wrote about in his Center for Military
History book, “Combat Operations: Stay-
ing the Course, October 1967 to September
1968.”

One myth, he said, was that the North
Vietnamese orchestrated a number of ma-
jor battles prior to Tet in the autumn of
1967 to draw U.S. forces away from the
cities so they would be in a better position
to succeed in capturing the urban areas.

The real story is more interesting, he
said. The 1967 battles were local and re-
gional campaigns, planned over the spring
and summer of that year.

The idea for the Tet Offensive did not
even occur to the enemy at the time, as
their strategic planning process tended to
be short-term and at times very chaotic, he
said.

Also, why would they want to launch
a major battle in November 1967, just
months before Tet when full strength
would be needed? There wouldn’t be ad-
equate recovery time, he said, noting that
the National Archives provided some key
documents he used in his research.

A second myth, Villard said, was that
Gen. William Westmoreland, the com-
mander of American forces in Vietnam,
“was wedded to this notion of victory
through attrition — that the way to succeed
was to kill enough of the enemy that you
crossed this imaginary threshold and you
could just kind of grind your way toward
success.

“Westmoreland deserves far more credit
than he’s gotten in my view,” he added.

He was a shrewd person who understood
the value of pacification and cutting enemy
supply lines, as he was doing in secret op-
erations to cut the Ho Chi Minh Trail, Vil-
lard noted.

A third myth, he said, is that U.S. mili-
tary policy changed when Westmoreland
was replaced by Gen. Creighton Williams
Abrams Jr. in June 1968, in the middle of
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The 47th Infantry Regiment takes the offensive May 1968 in south Saigon. Former Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel was with the 47th Infantry in Vietnam
during the Tet Offensive and he spoke about it at the National Archives Jan. 25.

the Tet Offensive.

Abrams and Westmoreland saw mostly
eye-to-eye on strategy, he said. The mis-
sion continued to be defending bases and
lines of communication, as well as air in-
terdiction operations and supporting paci-
fication.

Pacification was a term used at the time
to denote counterinsurgency operations,
which included advise and assist missions
and winning over the loyalty of the local
population.

Policy didn’t actually change until af-
ter mid-1969 when Vietnamization took
hold, he said. Vietnamization consisted of
drawing down U.S. forces and transferring
responsibility to the South Vietnamese
forces.

The buildup of forces into 1968 and the
draw down a year later had already been
planned on Westmoreland’s watch, he
said.

Merle L. Pribbenow I1, an author special-
izing in the Vietnam War, with five years of
service in Vietnam during the war as a CIA
operative, said that a widespread myth was
that the Tet Offensive was a well planned
and executed enemy attack.

That’s completely false, he said, refer-
encing documents and interviews of NVA
and VC commanders after the war.

Many of those generals became bitter
with the way they and their units were
treated by their own military and political
leaders and the high numbers of casualties
that resulted, he said.

“We focus on how we felt Army com-
manders screwed up and were unprepared.
[The North Vietnamese] were saying the
exact same things again and again,” he
said.

After the war, the Vietnamese did tacti-
cal reviews and battle studies, just as the
U.S. Army did, to learn lessons, and assess
strengths and weaknesses, he noted.

The takeaway from that assessment, he
said, was that the communists acknowl-
edged that a lot of the poor decision-mak-
ing during Tet resulted from underestimat-
ing U.S. military response, as well as the
loyalty of the South Vietnamese people.

Like the Americans, the communists
also inflated their own body counts, mini-
mized their failures and exaggerated their

NATIONAL ARCHIVES PHOTO

Army of the Republic of Vietnam Rangers defend Saigon during the Tet Offensive of 1968.

accomplishments, he said.

The biggest problem, he added, was that
shortcomings were not reported up the
chain of command and authorities refused
to listen to subordinates.

As a result of the assessment, he said
the military leadership of Vietnam decided
on a new approach. From then on, leaders
were instructed to encourage subordinates
to tell the truth, even if it wasn’t something
they wanted to hear or went against their
own thinking.

Gregory Daddis, an associate professor
of history and director of Chapman Uni-
versity’s Master of Arts program in War
and Society, said another myth was that the
U.S. media was to blame for the lack of po-
litical will after the Tet Offensive.

There’s a tendency, he said, to find some-
one to blame when a bad outcome occurs.

Looking back 50 years ago to the Tet Of-

fensive gives everyone an opportunity to
gain a better perspective on everything that
took place, he said.

Animportant takeaway from Tet, he said,
is that sometimes military action might not
be the best tool in all situations to achieve
the desired political effect.

Hagel added that “in the end, war is de-
termined not by military might but by the
support of the people. We found ourselves
on the wrong side of that.”

He concluded: “The sacrifices made by
over 56,000 Americans who lost their lives
and hundreds of thousands of individuals
who were wounded, and all who served,
were never really given much recognition
for an assignment they didn’t choose. But
they served and they served honorably, and
did what their country asked them to do.
And | think that’s a part of this story that
needs to be told more often.”
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Former Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel, who was with the 47th Infantry Regiment in Vietnam during Tet,
speaks at “Vietnam: The Tet Offensive” panel discussion Jan. 25 at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.
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Beach goers invited
to travel back in time

start out at Visit Pensacola’s office at
1401 E. Gregory Street. The narrat-

Through March 29, Visit Pensaco-
la will host historic Pensacola trolley
tours Mondays at 10 a.m., and Tues-
days and Thursdays at 10 a.m. and
2 p.m. for $18 per person. The tours

ed tours through historic downtown
Pensacola last about an hour. Seating
is limited, so people are encouraged
to make reservations.

For more information or to make a
reservation, call 850-941-2876.

WIRE

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 has
regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, call
222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 hosts a
dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30
p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020
Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the
post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday
of the month at 7 p.m. Breakfast is served Sundays, and
games and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings
are open to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and
hails and farewells. For more information, call 598-6211,
598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of Commerce
meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the
Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural and
Convention Center. For more information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

ONGOING — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 87
meets the third Thursday of each month at 6 p.m. at the
Doug Tew Recreation Center. For more information, call
334-86-0217 Ext. 122 or email davchapter87@gmail.com.
The chapter maintains office hours at 545 West Main St.
(Mixon Business Center, Rm. 122), Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. to assist,
free of charge, disabled veterans and their spouses with
disability compensation claims and other benefits.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 12 holds
monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each month
at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are held at the post’s facility at 3087
Hwy. 605, which is Brannon Stand Road at the intersection
of Park Avenue. For more information, call 400-5356.

ONGOING — \Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3073
Wiregrass Post membership meetings are at the post
headquarters at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday of
the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every Friday night
from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. Breakfast
is served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post can host parties,
weddings, and hails and farewells.

ENTERPRISE

FEB. 3 — Club Yesepoch, Inc., will host its 20th annual
Community-Wide Black History Banquet at 6 p.m. at
the Enterprise Civic Center. The guest speaker will be
LeRonne Riddick-Seals of RiddickSeals Legal Group.
Club Yesepoch, Inc. is a nonprofit, charitable organization
composed of black women in Enterprise. Tickets cost $25
and they may be obtained from club members. For more
information, call 334-790-2339 or 334-406-9895.

FEB. 5 — Beginning Foxtrot dance lessons are being
offered at the Hildreth Building, 202 N. Main Street from
6:30-7:30 p.m. The cost is $3 per person per evening. For
more information call 393-4811.

ONGOING — The Coffee County Toastmasters Club,
an organization dedicated to the development of leadership
and public speaking skills, meets the second and fourth
Tuesdays of each month from 6:15-8 p.m. at the Enterprise
State Community College Student Center Community
Room. For more information, call 334-347-0259.

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County Relay for Life meets
the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank.
For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited to town hall meet-
ings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at
Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11
a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains
a service office in the New Brockton Town Hall (old
armory building) at 706 McKinnon Street. The office
will assist veterans who were injured or disabled while
in military service. DAV service officers help veterans
and their spouses with disability compensation claims,
Veterans Affairs pensions, death benefits, VA medical care,
Social Security disability benefits, veterans job programs,
homeless veterans services and other veteran services. All
veteran services are provided free of charge. For more
information, call 334-406-6700.

ONGOING — Adult education classes are offered in
Rm. 12 at New Brockton High School, 210 South Tyler
St., Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes
are free for individuals 16 years old or older who are
not enrolled in public school. Individuals must take an
assessment test prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for
more information.

0ZARK

ONGOING — The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly
meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. at
the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more information, call
477-6221 or email wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

ONGOING — Every Wednesday, the Ozark-Dale
County Public Library hosts free Wii Zumba from 5:30-6:30
p.m. Teens and adults are invited. For more information,
call 774-5480.

ONGOING — Every Monday through Friday,
aerobic classes are open to the public at the Autrey
Recreation Center from 8-10 a.m. Call 774-2042 for

more information.

ONGOING — Every Thursday at 5:30 p.m., yoga
with Sandra Bittman is at Perry Recreation Center for
$5 a person.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to the Cross
Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard
United Methodist Church. For more information, call
983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City Council meets
monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the
Samson Community Center.

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 meets
monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m.

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust Company
sponsors senior dance nights every Saturday night
from 7-10 p.m. at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The
complex is transformed into a dance hall and features
music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and
refreshments.

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

FEB. 8 — The Above the Best Silver Chapter of
the U.S. Army Warrant Officer Association will host
its monthly meeting at 11:45 a.m. at Swartworth Hall,
Rms. 4-5, at 5802 Outlaw Street on Fort Rucker. This
is a monthly meeting to prepare for the upcoming 100th
anniversary of the U.S. Army Warrant Officer cohort.
Refreshments and lunch will be served. All warrant
officers, past and present, are invited to attend. For more
information, call 912-312-6446 or 703-665-7004.

FEB. 13 — The Retired Officers Wives Association
invites all wives and widows of retired officers to attend
its Our Favorite Valentines luncheon at 10:30 a.m. at the
Landing at Fort Rucker. To make a reservation, call 334-
347-4966 by noon Feb. 9. Cancellations need to be made
by noon Feb. 12.

ONGOING — A German coffee takes place the last
Thursday of every month except November at 10 a.m.
at The Landing on Fort Rucker. The group has been
meeting for more than 40 years.

ONGOING — The Marine Corps League, Wiregrass
Det. 752, welcomes all Marines, Navy corpsmen and
chaplains, and their families, to its monthly meetings.
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each month at
7 p.m. Attendees are welcome to arrive early for food
and camaraderie. The next meeting will be at the Golden
Corral in Dothan. For more information, call 718-4168
or 805-7335.

teens,

civic groups,

school groups,

Krewe of Dominique Youx’s Mardi Gras

alabamawildlife.org/critter-crawl/.

Beyond

‘Fly’

The Alabama Shakespeare Festival
presents its production of “Fly” at vari-
ous dates and times now through Feb.
11 at its facility on One Festival Drive
in Montgomery. Inspired by the story of
the Tuskegee Airmen and with a focus on
hope, endurance, and accomplishment,
“Fly” tells the story of the first African-
American Army Air Corps fighters who
flew over the skies of Europe and North
Africa during World War 11, according to
organizers. “Fly” dramatizes the historic
contributions made by the Tuskegee Air-
men to the desegregation of the Ameri-
can military and the furthering of civil
rights. The production is recommended
for people ages 1 and older.

For more information, including show-
times and ticket costs, call 334-271-5353
or visit asf.net/project/fly/.

Volunteer day at Montgomery Zoo
Volunteer Spring Serve Day at the
Montgomery Zoo is scheduled for Feb.
3 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Volunteers are
needed to help with landscaping, trim-
ming bushes, planting flowers, raking
leaves, painting and overall prepping of
the zoo for the spring season, according
to organizers. Volunteers can be adults,

church groups, businesses, military units
and families. Volunteers ages 12-16 years
old must be accompanied by a parent, le-
gal guardian or a designated group chap-
erone. Volunteers under 19 must obtain
parent or legal guardian permission.

Everyone serving at least six hours of
volunteer time during zoo serve day will
receive one complimentary ticket to Zoo
Weekend. Also, all volunteers serving at
least six hours will receive morning bev-
erages with snacks, lunch and afternoon
beverages with snacks.

For more information or to register,
call 334-625-4900 or register at http://
montgomeryzoo.com/volunteers.

Mardi Gras Barkus Parade

The Mystic Krewe of Salty Barkers
will host the Apalachicola Mardis Gras
Barkus Parade Feb. 10 at 1 p.m. at River-
front Park in Apalachicola, Florida. This
year’s theme is BourBone Street Blues.

For more information, visit http://
www.floridasforgottencoast.com/events/
mardi-gras-barkus-parade/mardi-gras-
barkus-parade/1722/.

Panama City Beach Mardis Gras and
Music Festival

Panama City Beach, Florida, will host
its Mardis Gras and Music Festival Feb.
9-10 at Pier Park. In conjunction with the

at the Beach parade, the festival features
entertainment for the whole family, ac-
cording to organizers.

For more information, visit https://
www.Vvisitpanamacitybeach.com/mardi-
gras/festival-schedule/.

Critter Crawl and Yeti Dash

The Alabama Wildlife Federation’s an-
nual 5k trail run, the Critter Crawl and
Yeti Dash, is scheduled for Feb. 10 from
7:30-11:30 a.m. at the Alabama Nature
Center in Millbrook. back so bring the
family and some friends and join others
at the ANC pavilion for a wild race! New
for this year is the Yeti Dash — a 1-mile
trail system run. Nature and critter cos-
tumes are mandatory for any guests who
wish to participate in the Yeti Dash, ac-
cording to organizers. Any guests who
do not dress in costume will not be eligi-
ble to win a Yeti Dash medal. One medal
will be awarded to the first place finisher
in each age group category. While tak-
ing oart, runners should remain on the
lookout for the Yeti — they might be able
to get a picture with it. No pets are al-
lowed.

Registration is on active.com, and
the race fee is $25 for the 5k and $20
for the Yeti Dash. Day of ticket prices
increase by $5. For more information,
call 800-822-9453 or visit https://www.

Love Run 5K

Montgomery’s annual Love Run 5k
is scheduled for Feb. 10 at 8 a.m. — the
downtown race will begin at Paterson
Field and end with a final trek up the hill
to Brantwood. Proceeds will benefit the
Brantwood Children’s Home. People can
register online atwww.itsyourrace.com —
cost is $25.

For more information, call 334-265-
0784 or visit www.itsyourrace.com/
event.aspx?id=10330.

Zoo Animal Enrichment Day

The Montgomery Zoo wil host its Ani-
mal Enrichment Day Feb. 10 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. From zoo animals to pets
at home and even people, everyone needs
enrichment, according to zoo officials. A
chance to smell a new scent, taste a new
flavor, play a new game or figure out a
challenging puzzle or game -- the result
at this event is to stimulate behaviors re-
sembling those for that species found in
the wild. It is a lot of trial and error, but
it is always fun. Cost is regular admis-
sion fee to enter zoo with no additional
fee to view and participate in the Animal
Enrichment Day activities.

For more information, call 334-625-
4912 or visit montgomeryzoo.com/
announcements/enrichmenfeb.
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Army dogs get top vet care while
saving Soldiers’ lives in Afghanistan

By Crystal Marshall
Office of the Chief of Public
Affairs

AFGHANISTAN — Even with
all of the advanced technology
in the world, nothing still pro-
tects a Soldier like man’s best
friend.

For the Military Working
Dogs currently deployed in
Afghanistan with the 82nd Air-
borne Division, the years of
specialized training they have
undergone have a tangible im-
pact in keeping Soldiers alive
as they fight terrorism.

“It’s amazing, prior to rein-
troducing dogs to the Depart-
ment of Defense, there were
considerable IED deaths in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq,” recalled
Capt. (Dr.) Michael White, of
the 438th Medical Detachment
(\eterinary Service Support)
under the 627th Hospital Cen-
ter from Fort Carson, Colorado.
“The minute explosive detec-
tion dogs were brought back,
the number dropped.”

“The service they provide is
unique and I’m not sure we’ve
ever been able to replicate their
success in the Army with any
other type of protection,” White
said.

As a veterinarian deployed
in support of Operation Free-
dom’s Sentinel and assisting
Task Force Marauder, which
provides critical medical and
Aviation support to U.S. forces
in Afghanistan, White is respon-
sible for caring for the dogs just
as U.S. Army medics and sur-
geons care for human Soldiers —
a responsibility he holds in the
highest regard.

“The dog has performed these
services to keep so many service
members safe,” White said, “so
we demonstrate our apprecia-
tion by taking as good care of
them as we possibly can.”

‘A COLLABORATIVE
EFFORT’

In addition to his veterinary
duties, White said he normally
conducts one K-9 Tactical Com-
bat Casualty Care course once a
week. “Once everybody finds
out that there’s a veterinarian
on post, everyone is eager to
get hands-on training with the
dogs.”

Since his area of operations
includes the entire southern and
western regions of Afghanistan,
White is all the more apprecia-
tive of the enthusiasm that the
Soldiers have for learning about
MWD medical care, in case an
injury happens while a working
dog is in the field.

“Considering the extent of the
area that we cover, caring for
our working dogs is very much
a collaborative effort,” he said.
“So for me to provide the tools
necessary for other providers to
handle care is a natural adjunct
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Soldiers learn veterinary ultrasound techniques for military working dogs from Capt. (Dr.) Michael White, Army veterinarian, in Afghanistan.

to everything I do.”

A basic K-9 TC3 course pro-
vides an overview of point-of-
injury care and stabilization
methods to keep the dog alive
and comfortable until it can
be medically evacuated. White
provides training to combat
medics and infantry troops who
will be on the ground with the
dogs, but he also provides train-
ing to surgeons and other spe-
cialists in human care, known
as Role 3 medical providers.

In White’s view, veterinary
training for human-medicine
doctors is symbiotic. “The more
we can do to get them the skills
necessary, and really the com-
fort level, to provide care, the
better off we all are — physician
and patient,” he says. “We’re
fortunate [in that] veterinary
medicine really does mirror hu-
man medicine.”

White noted one recent ex-
ample of cross-training with a
U.S. Navy-run NATO facility
in Afghanistan. He worked with
Role 3 doctors at the station on
ultrasound training, showing
them how to quickly identify
diseased versus normal tissue
and other internal issues in
MWDs.

In addition to his traveling
training sessions, White also
provides specialized training
for the dogs’ handlers, who
“arguably know the dogs better
than anyone,” he noted. Should
an injury occur to a MWD in
the field, the handler has ac-
cess to the combat medic’s Kit,
as well as additional resources
to “bridge the gap” in point-
of-injury care. This ability to
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Soldiers with Det. 1, G Co., 2-211th GSAB, Task Force Marauder conducted K-9 medical training with White Jan. 8 in Afghani-
stan. The MedEvac Soldiers learned how to diagnose and treat symptoms for the military K-9s in the event they transport or

provide medical care to a K-9 or handler.

provide for the dog’s health and
well-being while in the field
only strengthens the handler-
MWD relationship.

A CALL TO SERVICE

For White, his journey into the
U.S. Army Veterinary Corps is
as unique as the training he pro-
vides. His grandfather served in
the Marines during the Battle of
Midway and both of his parents
work in civil service, “so civic
responsibility was pretty strong
in my family,” he noted.

His first career, however, was
in investment banking - and
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while it provided personal fi-
nancial stability, it didn’t give
him the sense of satisfaction
and commitment to service that
he wanted. “If | was going to
work for 120 hours a week, |
wanted to do something I loved
and was passionate about,” he
said, explaining his decision to
go to veterinary school and join
the Army.

It’s safe to say that White
has found that sense of service
working as a veterinarian for

the U.S. Army. “I think it’s re-
ally dignified when you’re able
to advocate for a patient that
can’t advocate for themselves,”
White explained about what
drew him to veterinary medi-
cine. “A human comes into the
ER department ... and they can
be very vocal about what they
need. To be able to provide
that kind of care for an animal
that would otherwise not want
to bother anyone ... that is ex-
tremely special.”

PHOTO BY CAPT. JESSICA DONNELLY

Soldiers train with White to ensure they can care for injured MWDs if the
need arises.

PHOTO BY CAPT. JESSICA DONNELLY

MedEvac Soldiers train on providing care to military working dogs.
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FROZEN TUNDRA

Soldiers in Alaska brave arctic weather for training, dog race

By Sgt. Seth LaCount
For Army News Service

BETHEL, Alaska — Not many people willingly trek
out to face blistering winds and sub-zero temperatures.
But for the Soldiers of B Company, 1st Battalion, 297th
Infantry, their training experience in the frozen tundra is
just another part of serving in the Alaska Army National
Guard.

The Soldiers arrived at the Bethel Armory Jan. 18 and
immediately began their cold weather survival training by
setting up three arctic 10-man tents, which they would
sleep in later that evening.

Soldiers practiced digging stakes into hard, fro-
zen ground and utilized winter field gear to stay warm
throughout the training.

“l don’t know of any environment to better train small
unit tactics and accountability than in an arctic environ-
ment; it really forces team leaders and squad leaders to
pay attention to their Soldiers to make sure they’re doing
the right thing, if they aren’t they can get frostbite really
quickly,” said Lt. Col. Jeffrey Roberts, battalion com-
mander of the 297th Infantry.

“Weapons can freeze, their equipment can malfunction,
they can go hungry and given the slippery and dangerous
conditions out there they can get themselves hurt,” Rob-
erts continued. “It really forces small unit leaders to focus
on their tasks, focus on Soldier safety and tactical safety.
Those skills are very translatable to any other environ-
ment whether it’s hot or cold weather.”

After successfully staging the arctic tents, Soldiers
trained on snow machines and tactical skis as means of
transportation across the frozen tundra.

The training coincided with the Guard’s participation in
the Kuskokwim 300 dog race this year. Staff Sgt. Thomas
Carl, an infantryman with the 297th Infantry, represented
the Alaska National Guard in the race for the first time.

“There’s no feeling that’s close to running the dogs. |
love it,” said Carl. “The most important thing for me is to
start and finish with all the dogs I came with, and to avoid
any injuries.”

“It’s an awesome way to get visibility for the Guard
in the local community,” said Capt. Vance Johnson, com-
mander of B Co., 297th Infantry. “It’s great to see one of
our guys compete.”

About a dozen Soldiers from the 297th Infantry loaded
their gear into two small unit support vehicles and con-
verged on the Kuskokwim river Friday morning for the
four-hour drive to the Tuluksak checkpoint. During the
winter months in western Alaska, the rivers are used as a

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. SEAN BRADY

U.S. Army Alaska Commanding General Maj. Gen. Mark 0'Neil gath-
ers logs to construct a thermal shelter during the Northern Warfare
Training Center’s Cold Weather Orientation Course Nov. 29 at Black
Rapids Training Site, Alaska. Members of the 297th Infantry Regi-
ment, Alaska Army National Guard recently completed similar cold-
weather training in January.
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Staff Sgt. Thomas Carl, right, an infantryman assigned to B Co., 1-297th Infantry Regt., participates in the Kuskokwim 300 dogsled race in

Bethel, Alaska, Jan. 20.

road system, since the ice so thick that a one-ton tracked
military vehicle with personnel can traverse easily on the
river.

At the Bethel checkpoint, Soldiers picked smooth ice
into a more jagged terrain to make it easier to walk on
for the mushers. They also layered straw over the ice and
brought hot water to revitalize the dogs and give them a
place to rest.

“It’s always great to have some able bodies willing
to help us out,” said Jen Peeks, a Bethel resident who
works for the Alaskan Fish and Game Department and
volunteered to help run the checkpoint.”We’re so happy
to have these guys here.”

Late Friday night, with the checkpoints manned and
the teams readied, 18 dog sled teams crossed the starting
line in groups of two with two-minute intervals to start
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the 2018 K-300. Carl started in the No. 17 position.

“We are a very visible presence to the community, so
the community gets to see Soldiers training in and around
the town and that raises public awareness of what the
Guard does,” said Roberts of the unit’s participation in
cold weather training and the K-300. “It helps with re-
cruiting, as well.”
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GOING FOR GOLD
Soldier, Olympic bobsled athlete
wears 2 uniforms proudly
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FUN FOR ALL AGES

Rucker Lanes serves up sports, specials, food

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Bowling is many people’s fa-
vorite pastime, and the Rucker
Lanes Bowling Center is a sta-
ple of family fun on the instal-
lation.

With a full-menu snack bar,
pro shop and 20 lanes, Rucker
Lanes is the place to be when
people feel the need to let loose
with a few strikes, said Melissa
Pritchard, Rucker Lanes busi-
ness manager.

The bowling center is open
seven days a week with hours
running  Mondays-Thursdays
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fridays
from 11 a.m. to midnight; Satur-
days from 10 a.m. to midnight
and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 9
p.m. The center is also open on
many holidays from 11 a.m. to
9 p.m.

The center offers a variety of
bowling options for all ages, in-
cluding hourly bowl or per-game
bowling, as well as youth league
bowling, adult league bowling
and open bowling. There are
even lanes with bumpers and
light-weight bowling balls for
children under 10.

For league bowling, adult
leagues run Tuesdays-Thurs-
days from 6-9 p.m., and youth
bowling leagues run Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to noon. For more
information about league bowl-
ing, call 255-9503.

During the summer, Pritchard
said the center also hosts a gen-
eration-gap league, which is not
a sanctioned league, but more
of a fun league designed to get
adults and children playing to-
gether.

“It’s so that people can come
in, have a good time and maybe
play with mom and dad,” said
the business manager. “Also,

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Landon Elmore, military family member, lets the ball loose as he enjoys a game of howling with his family at Rucker Lanes last year.

it gives the adults a chance to
teach the child about the sport.”

Youth league bowling is a
good way for young bowlers to
be introduced to the sport, said
Pritchard, and can even provide
opportunities for scholarships.

“A lot of people don’t think of
bowling as a sport, but it is,” she
said. “You can get lots of schol-
arship money out of it. We’ve
had two or three kids that have
gone to junior nationals and have
gotten scholarship money.”

For people who want to pair
their lunch hour with a bit of
bowling, Rucker Lanes also of-
fers up a full-menu snack bar,
complete with burgers, pizza,
tacos, gyros, nachos and more,
said Pritchard.

“We run weekly and daily
specials on food,” she said. “We

also offer our Lunch n’ Bowl.
When you order any combo or
large salad or large nachos, for
just $3 extra that gets you your
shoes and an hour of unlimited
bowling.”

The Lunch n” Bowl special
runs Mondays-Fridays from 11
a.m.to 3 p.m.

Other weekly specials in-
clude:

» Family Bowl Sundays from

10 a.m. to 8 p.m. where peo-

ple can pay $1.25 per game, .

per person and $1.25 for
shoe rental per person

Monday Quarter Mania is
every Monday night, 4 p.m.
to close, and people can pay
just $5 cover charge per per-
son for the first game and

shoe rental, then get addi- .

tional games and sodas for

25 cents each.

Friday Night Quarter Mania
runs from 8 p.m. to midnight
with a $10 cover charge per
person for the game and shoe
rental, with additional games
and sodas for 25 cents each.
Saturday Night Xtreme Bowl
runs from 8 p.m. to midnight,
and for $15 per bowler, each
person gets unlimited bowl-
ing until closing time. Shoe
rental is not included.

Pizza, Pins and Pop, which is
available daily, costs $30 per
lane for 90 minutes of un-
limited bowling, shoe rent-
als, a pitcher of soda or iced
tea, and a large one-topping
pizza. Availablility is subject
to lane openings.

Colored Pin days are also
available on Tuesdays and

Thursdays between 11 a.m.
and 5 p.m. During that time,
if bowlers get a strike on a
setup with a colored head
pin, they win a coupon for a
free game that they can use
within 30 days.
League bowler rates are also
available for league bowl-
ers for $6.75 per bowler
and includes three games of
bowling and shoe rental. The
promotion is available to all
current Rucker Lanes league
bowlers in good standing.
The bowling center also hosts
tournaments throughout the
year, including a 9-pin tourna-
ment on the second Friday of
every month, which is open to
anyone.
For more information, call
255-9503.

Soldiers, bobsledders
ready bring home gold

By Joe Lacdan
Army News Service

FORT MEADE, Md. — Heading
into next month’s 2018 Olympic Win-
ter Games in PyeongChang, South
Korea, the U.S. bobsled team mem-
bers don’t plan to take anything for
granted. The U.S. men know one slip-
up could send any four-man or two-
man squad tumbling in the field.

Thankfully, however, three of four
Army bobsled athletes that qualified
for the games boast prior Olympic
experience, which should boost their
chances of medal-winning perfor-
mances during the games.

Joining the U.S. bobsled Olympic
team are Sgt. Nick Cunningham, Sgt.
Justin Olsen and Maj. Chris Fogt, each
of whom competed and medaled in
previous Olympic Games, while Sgt.
1st Class Nate Weber will make his
Olympic debut.

Cunningham, Olsen and Fogt are
members of the Army’s World Class
Athlete program and train full time
for their sport. Weber, who is not in
the WCAP, splits his time between
training with the bobsled team at their
home base in Lake Placid, and training
with his Army unit for combat opera-
tions.

Despite their familiarity with the
Games, these WCAP members know
how fast fortune can change. Just ask
Fogt.

Considered one of the fastest ath-
letes inthe men’s program, Fogt helped
put his team in medal contention after
placing in the top six during compe-
tition at the 2010 Vancouver games.
However, a fall on the track sent
Fogt’s squad out of medal contention.
Fogt rebounded to win bronze in the
2014 Sochi Games. The military intel-
ligence officer initially left the bobsled

ARMY PHOTO

U.S. bobsled racers, including Maj. Chris Fogt and Sgt. Justin Olsen, compete in the World
Cup at Park City, Utah, in November. Fogt and Olsen were both named to the U.S. bobsled
team that will compete in the 2018 Winter Olympics.

program after the 2014 games, but af-
ter learning his pending deployment
was cancelled, he rejoined the squad
shortly after.

Team USA assistant Mike Kohn, a
captain in the National Guard, hopes
Fogt can build on his success from the
Sochi games. Fogt will be participat-
ing in his third Olympic games, and
has moved to left-side pusher on the
USA’s No. 2 sled team after having
served as a brakeman.

“It’s nice having that veteran ath-
lete on the team to help the younger
guys find their way,” Kohn said. “He’s
a solid guy you can count on to come
through when it counts. Chris is a
fierce competitor. He’s been with us
now for over 10 years and we’re glad
to have him for one more Olympics.”

CUNNINGHAM BOUNCES
BACK

Cunningham is back on the team
after a surgery to repair torn muscles
in his groin and stomach that left him

unable to participate on the World Cup
squad in 2016.

“That was devastating to me,” Cun-
ningham said. “That was kind of the
low point of my entire athletic career,
not just bobsled career. And to be able
to battle back and earn a World Cham-
pionship berth was the icing on the
cake.”

Cunningham worked his way up to
the World Cup team by competing on
the North American Cup tour, and his
journey culminates with a trip to South
Korea. The New York National Guard
member will compete on both a four-
man and two-man bobsled team in
PyeongChang.

“It’s a testament to him not giving
up and continuing to fight through,”
Kohn said.

DEDICATION TO AFALLEN
SUPERSTAR
Since the tragic death of bobsled

SEE BOBSLEDDERS, PAGE D3
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A group of Soldiers from the 387th MP Bn. run past a group
of command sergeants major from across the 200th MP Com-
mand participating in a team-building ruck march during a
“CSM Huddle” in Scottsdale, Ariz., last year. DOD is evaluat-
ing further guidance for the use of fitness trackers used in
Soldiers’ physical fitness activities.

DOD looking into the impact of
fitness trackers on Soldier safety

By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity

WASHINGTON — Defense Department officials
are studying security issues raised by physical condi-
tioning trackers that also can be used to track service
members’ whereabouts, a Pentagon spokesman told
reporters Monday.

The concern comes from a “heat map” posted by
Strava, the makers of a fitness tracking application
that shows the routes service members run or cycle in
their daily exercises. These maps can show military
bases and may be used to target individuals.

“We take these matters seriously and we are re-
viewing the situation to determine if any additional
training or guidance is required, and if any additional
policy must be developed to ensure the continued
safety of DOD personnel at home and abroad,” Col.
Robert Manning Il said during a morning news con-
ference at the Pentagon.

Wearable electronic fitness trackers upload data to
Strava, which then publishes a heat map of the activ-
ity so people can download the maps to find good
running or cycling routes.

USE PRIVACY SETTINGS

“The rapid development of technology requires the
rapid refinement of policy and procedures to enhance
force protection and operational security,” Manning
said. “DOD personnel are advised to place strict pri-
vacy settings on wireless technologies and applica-
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GOING FOR GOLD

Soldier, Olympic bobsled athlete wears 2 uniforms proudly

By Susan A. Merkner
U.S. Army Installation Management
Command

SAN ANTONIO, Texas — If, as Wil-
liam Shakespeare said, “Clothes make
the man,” then Sgt. Nick Cunningham’s
wardrobe reflects a man accomplished in
two realms: the U.S. Army and the Win-
ter Olympics.

Cunningham, 32, a member of the
U.S. men’s two-man and four-man bob-
sled teams, joined the Army in 2011 and
earned a spot in the World Class Athlete
Program, which is operated by the U.S.
Army Installation Management Com-
mand. The native of Monterey, Califor-
nia, is a construction masonry engineer in
the Army.

“When | put on my uniform for the
first time in basic training, I felt a sense
of pride | had never imagined,” Cunning-
ham said. “Having the word Army across
my chest is something I definitely don’t
take for granted.”

Speaking from Calgary, Alberta,
Canada, where the U.S. bobsled team is
practicing, Cunningham said they were
“training smart so we can keep our conti-
nuity” two weeks before the opening cer-
emonies in PyeongChang, South Korea.

One of the more experienced athletes
on the team, Cunningham is making his
third trip to the Winter Games with hopes

CUNNINGHAM i

% 2010, 2014, 2018 U5, DLYMPIAN 8
= EVENT: MEN'S 2/4-MAN BOBSLED

HOMETOWN: MONTEREY, CA [ Al )
8 MOS: 12W, CONSTRUCTION/MASONRY ENGINEER
- / A -
o ] @ ARMYwcARCOM [ BT Ap

ARMY GRAPHIC

Sgt. Nick Cunningham, a masonry engineer, will
participate in the 2018 Winter Olympics as a
member of the U.S. men’s hobsled team.

of medaling. He was a member of the
2010 and 2014 men’s bobsled teams at
the Olympics and has been a member of
the U.S. World Team four times.

Unlike many WCAP participants, Cun-
ningham already was an Olympic athlete
when he joined, after learning about the
program from a teammate. Cunningham
attended his first WCAP meeting with a
healthy dose of skepticism.

“l had not really ever seen myself in
the military, and frankly, 1 went to the
[WCAP] meeting trying to find some
faults with the program. | was thinking,
what’s the catch? But as | met people, |
realized | wanted to be part of this fam-
ily. I never thought 1’d feel this way about
the military. No other program could be
as good as this,” he said.

“WCAP is a group of people who sup-

Bobsledders

Continued from Page D1

the star athlete.

port each other and work together. With-
out WCAP, I couldn’t do this.”

The novelty of being an Olympic ath-
lete never wears off, Cunningham said,
and now he is looking forward to sharing
the experience with his 2018 teammates.

“I’ll always remember my first Olym-
pics as such a special time. You’re going
through it with your team. You’re on the
world stage to compete. You’re part of
a small fraternity of athletes — that title
is something no one can ever take away
from you. It’s such an incredible moment
when you step into the arena with the
U.S. team and everyone cheers,” he said.
“Our team this year has several first-time
Olympians, as well as some attending for
the third time. It’s going to be great.”

Both his Army duties and his athletic
responsibilities have a foundation of
preparation which leads to readiness and
resiliency, Cunningham said.

“Success is 95 percent preparation and
readiness, being in the moment, and 5
percent luck. In bobsled, your luck de-
pends on many things: decisions made,
the weather and when a course has 20
turns — and you run it four times — that’s
80 corners for each event.”

A Soldier’s level of readiness in the
Army has real-life consequences, and
working in a small bobsled squad shares
some similarities.

“The Army taught me realistic goal set-

ting, how to set smaller goals for yourself
and then work up to the biggest ones. The
Army also teaches preparation and how
to overcome adversity, and that plays a
role in our sport, too — readiness and be-
ing ready to go.”

Although Cunningham’s family at-
tended the 2010 and 2014 games to cheer
him on, they are not able to make the trip
to Korea this year. So he has planned for
that scenario.

“My community back home and my
family is my backbone,” he said. “In a
sport of no constants, my family is my
constant. They always make me feel
grounded. It definitely helps.”

While in PyeongChang next month,
“I’m going to focus on the goals that I’'m
there to achieve,” he said. “We can cel-
ebrate afterwards.”

The Army MWR program staff in
Monterey also is very encouraging, Cun-
ningham said.

“There’s a sense of community pride
in what I’m doing. Win or lose, they’re
behind me — well, especially if I win. It’s
nice to feel that. My brothers and sisters
in the military are very supportive. | un-
derstand that | represent a whole group
of people when | step onto that starting
block.

“The Olympic uniform and the Army
uniform represent something bigger than
yourself,” he said.

cused and committed.”

star Steven Holcomb last May, the team has dedicated the
2017-2018 World Cup season to his memory. The squad also
decided to dedicate the 2018 Games to the longtime U.S.
competitor and former WCAP athlete.

Kohn said that as a kind of remembrance of Hol-
comb, the team on occasion wears Superman symbol
patches with Holcomb’s initials on them, along with
team shirts and hats.

The most decorated bobsledder in U.S. history, Hol-
comb had a lasting impact on the men’s program. He
competed for the U.S. team from 1998 until his death
in May 2017. During that time he won a gold medal
in the four-man bobsled, which was the first gold for
Team USA in that event in more than 60 years.

Inall, Holcomb earned two gold medals, three silvers
and one bronze during his 19-year career and served as
a mentor to younger members of the squad.

Holcomb competed alongside Kohn, as well as sev-
eral members still on the current team. And Kohn, who
still keeps in touch with Holcomb’s family, said the
loss has been tough for everybody who worked with

OPSEC

“That’s been the hardest thing for us to deal with
this year,” Kohn said. “He’s probably the best bobsled-
der we’ve ever had. (It) is still a challenging thing to
get over right now. The whole team is kind of fighting
through that. It’s a tough road but you keep moving
forward the best that you can.

“It’s been really hard on the athletes because they
were so close to him,” Kohn said.

One athlete in particular, Olsen, was a member on
Holcomb’s 2010 gold-winning team.

Olsen, also a New York National Guard Soldier,
served as a pusher with Cunningham’s team in 2014.
The 30-year old will compete as a driver for the first
time as Team USA’s coaches shuffled the lineup to
find the best team combinations for the Games. But
these will be Olsen’s third Olympic Games. Olsen is
a construction and masonry Soldier from San Antonio,
Texas.

“Sergeant Olsen is arguably our best pusher, he’s a
driver but still one of our best pushing athletes,” Kohn
said. “Sergeant Olsen is our hope for the future as far
as driving goes. He’s really put in the time, and is fo-

Kohn said Olsen will once again contend for medals
in the four-man and two-man events. The Soldier fin-
ished in second place during the two-man test event in
South Korea last March.

LOOKING FORWARD

After joining the USA men’s program in 2011, Sgt.
1st Class Nate Weber, a Green Beret, will finally get to
participate in his first Olympic games. Weber is a na-
tive of Pueblo West, Colorado.

“The Olympics is the 50-meter target,” Weber said
last summer. “That’s what I’m focused on right now.
After that, it’s kind of up in the air as to what | do (af-
ter the Olympics). | love being a Green Beret. | love
being a Soldier. But at the same time, | love the world
of bobsled. I love to compete — I love to be on that in-
ternational stage.”

For Kohn, he said he is honored to coach the Army’s
bobsled athletes as well as serving alongside them. He
said despite the Soldiers” additional duties and train-
ing, they have managed to remain committed to train-
ing and continually pushing themselves.

Continued from Page D1

tions.”

Service members are prohibited from
wearing such wireless technologies in some
areas and during some operations, Manning
said.

Manning didn’t say what the department
will do about the issue at this time. “We

have confidence in commanders to employ
tactics, techniques and procedures that en-
hance force protection and operational se-
curity with the least impact to individuals,”
the colonel said.

All DOD personnel go through an-
nual training on information security. The
training urges service members and DOD
civilians to limit profiles on the internet,

including personal social media accounts,
Manning said.

“Furthermore, operational security re-
quirements provide further guidance for
military personnel supporting operations
around the world,” he said.

The heat map incident re-emphasizes the
need for service members to be cautious
about what data to share via wearable elec-

tronic devices, he added.

Soldiers and civilians who are interested
in learning about more ways to protect their
online presence can check out the U.S. Ar-
my’s Social Media Handbook and guide-
lines at https://www.army.mil/socialmedia/
soldiers/.

Super Bowl Party

Mother Rucker’s will host its Super Bowl Party Sunday.
Doors will open at 2 p.m. at kickoff is at 5:30 p.m. The
event will feature food and drink specials, and door prize
giveaways. For more information, call 255-3916.

Fort Rucker Big Buck Contest

Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation hosts its Big Buck
Contest through Feb. 10 during daylight hours. The en-
try fee is $25 per person and the contest is open to the
public. Participants must be registered before harvesting
their buck and the buck must be harvested on Fort Rucker
to qualify. Fort Rucker requires that individuals ages 16
and older have an Alabama State Hunting License, a Fort
Rucker Post Hunting Permit and a hunter education card.

For more information and to register, call 255-4305.

Powerlifting competition

The Fort Rucker Lifting Club will host its Battle at the
Barbell: Powerlifting Competition Feb. 10 at the Fort
Rucker Physical Fitness Center. The male and female di-
visions will be judged by weight class. The competition
will have three elements: flat bench press, back squats and
deadlift. The competition is open to all authorized ID hold-
ers.

For more information, call 255-2296.

Commanding General’s Golf Tournament

Silver Wings Golf Course will host the Commanding
General’s Golf Tournament Feb. 23. The format is four-
person team scramble and begins at 11 a.m. Entry fee is
$60 for non-members and $50 for members. Entry fee
includes tournament course fees, 18 holes of golf, range

FORT RUCKER SPORTS BRIEFS

balls, carts, lunch and prizes. Prizes go to the longest drive,
closest to the pin, Top 3 teams, and the highest scoring
team.

For more information, call 255-0089.

T-ball, baseball, softball registration

Registration for youth T-ball, baseball and softball
continues through Feb. 23 at Fort Rucker Parent Central
Services, located in Bldg. 5700, Soldier Service Center,
Rm. 193 or online using WebTrac. A current sports physi-
cal and a valid child and youth services registration are
required for participation. There will be a parents meeting
Feb. 28 at 6 p.m. in the youth center, Bldg. 2800, on Sev-
enth Avenue.

For more information, including the various age groups
and costs, call 255-9638 or 255-2254.
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