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Tree lighting kicks off holiday season

By Erin Murray
Army Flier Staff Writer

Families and community members set the
holiday season in full swing by gathering at
Howze Field to light the Fort Rucker Christ-
mas tree Friday.

The ceremony, hosted by Maj. Gen. Antho-
ny G. Crutchfield, U.S. Army Aviation Center
of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding
general, was full of events that welcomed hol-
iday cheer on post.

“This year’s tree lighting ceremony was
one of the best attended in Fort Rucker’s his-
tory, with more than 1,500 people gathering
to usher in the holiday season,” said Kimberly
Abeln, Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare
and Recreation annual events coordinator.

Guests enjoyed hot cocoa and musical per-
formances at the event, including sing-along
Christmas carols with the child youth and
school services and child development center
choir, several local scouting groups and the
combined chapel choir. The 98th Army “Sil-
ver Wings” Band also played a selection of

holiday classics throughout the event.

After the songs, Crutchfield spoke about
the tree lighting and presented awards to the
winners of the annual Fort Rucker Christmas
ornament contest. Age group winners in the
contest were Kaise Burrill, Rianna Benders,
Joshua Brady and the overall winner was Alex
Reynoldson. Each child was given a gift bas-
ket and congratulations by Crutchfield and
the crowd.

“I don’t think there’s a prettier tree in the
world. We have some special ornaments on
this tree. Each year, Fort Rucker asks talented
children to create unique decorations for our
tree. As you can see, they put a lot of effort
into it. The finished product is absolutely
beautiful,” said Crutchfield.

The ornament contest is a unique way to
give children a chance to participate in the
event, said Kelly Reynoldson, whose son won
the contest and helped light the tree with the
commanding general.

“It was a lot of fun. We looked for things

SEE TREE, PAGE A7
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Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutchfield presents ornament contest winner Alex Reynoldson with
an ornament hanger and gift basket at the Christmas tree lighting Friday. As this year's
winner, Alex was given the honor of helping Crutchfield light the tree at Howze Field.

Happy holiday sounds

Staff Sgt. Matthew Shuck, 98th Army Band, lets loose a guitar solo during last year's holiday concert. This year, Maj. Gen.
Anthony G. Crutchfield, USAACE and Fort Rucker commanding general, invites the Fort Rucker community to the commanding
general’s holiday concert Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the post theater. Those who can’t make it Tuesday, or who just want an extra
round of the sounds of the season, can catch the silver Wings Band in Ozark today at 7:30 p.m. in the Flowers Center.

Lyster renovations create more
efficient patient primary care

By Erin Murray
Army Flier Staff Writer

Over the coming months, sev-
eral renovations will be made to
the Lyster Army Health Clinic’s
primary care facilities in order to
provide more efficient and quality
care to patients of the clinic’s four
care teams.

These changes will align LAHC
with the Department of Defense’s
standard of care, said Lt. Col. An-
drew Powell, deputy commander
for Nursing and Patient Support
Services at LAHC.

“A  patient-centered medical
home is what the Department of
Defense has mandated to be the
standard. It focuses on prevention,
wellness, and increasing patient ac-
cess and education. It really focuses
on the reality that patients take care
of themselves with (the medical
provider’s) assistance. We focus on
the whole person —at home, at work
and as part of a Family,” he said.

Starting next week, a three-phase
renovation aims to provide ad-
ditional examination rooms and
more functional space for LAHC

PHOTO BY ERIN MURRAY

Sgt. Javier Ramirez and Staff Sgt. Eli Aguilar showcase a mock-up of the rooms that
will soon be built in the primary care clinics at Lyster Army Health Clinic. Renovations
to the clinic will begin Friday and are expected to continue through August.

staff. Team Courage will be the first
unit affected during the renovation
when it relocates to an alternate
facility located behind the clinic’s
coffee station.

Included in Team Courage’s tem-
porary facility are rooms similar to
the ones that will be added to all the
primary care units during the six-to-

nine-month renovation. These new
rooms will be standardized across
all units, in order to provide better
care for patients.

“We have many different types
of exam rooms from after we con-
solidated into four clinical teams,

SEE LYSTER, PAGE A7

Winterizing vehicles
key to winter safety

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

The leading cause of death
during winter storms is trans-
portation accidents, accord-
ing to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

Members of the Fort Ruck-
er community should take
precautions to make sure
they properly winterize their
vehicles for safe winter driv-
ing, advise local officials.

“A big problem that we
have here in [the South] is
that people fail to winter-
ize their cars,” said Bob
Saliewicz, Aviation Branch
Safety Office safety and oc-
cupational health specialist.
“They don’t prepare.”

To prepare for winter driv-
ing, drivers should check
the following on their ve-
hicles: battery, antifreeze,
windshield wipers and fluid,
ignition system, thermostat,
lights, flashing lights, ex-
haust system, heater/defrost-
er, brakes, oil levels and tires,
according to Saliewicz.

“One of the biggest prob-
lems people have in [the
South] with winter driving
is complacency,” he said.
“They’re just not used to
driving in winter weather.”

People often fail to take
the proper precautions when
it comes to winter driving,
which can cause serious ac-
cidents and injuries when ne-
glected, said Saliewicz.

Some routine precautions
people can take to help pre-
vent incidents are to make
sure their car’s engine gets a
tune-up in the fall, be sure all
lights are in good working or-
der, have the brakes adjusted,
switch oil to winter-weight
oil and check battery and
voltage regulator, according
to the safety officer.

“People on Fort Rucker are
used to clear skies and tem-
peratures up in the 70-degree
range well into mid to late
December,” said Saliewicz.
“They just aren’t ready when
the winter weather hits.

“Soldiers and Families are
driving home to visit rela-
tives and everyone is going to
be out in traffic,” he said. “If
you drive four or five hours
to the north, you’re in snow.
The locals are just not used
to driving in that weather and

that’s why it’s so important
for them to be ready for it.”

The thing people neglect
the most on their vehicles is
the condition of their tires, he
said.

“Tires are something that
people rarely check,” said
Saliewicz. “Until they have a
blow-out or a flat tire, people
usually don’t realize they had
a problem with their tires.

“A lot of times, people
don’t realize that tire tread
equals stopping power. The
less tread you have, the less
stopping power you have,
it’s as simple as that,” he
said. “You don’t want to be
caught on the side of the road
changing a tire, especially in
the winter time with ice and
snow on the roads, which can
lead to more accidents.”

Before driving in win-
ter weather, people should
routinely check their tires
to make sure they have the
proper amount of tread on
them and that they are ad-
equately inflated, he contin-
ued.

“Soon the weather will be
turning the roads icy and in
some parts the roads have
been plowed and sanded,”
said Saliewicz. “Tires with-
out proper tread and ade-
quate inflation will not have
enough traction to properly
grip the road, which can
cause tires to slide.”

To be a safe winter driver,
Saliewicz also recommends
for drivers to always be
aware of what the weather
will be like before you drive.

“If the weather is going to
be inclement, plan your trips
accordingly,” he said. “And
if you don’t have to drive,
just don’t.”

Some precautions should
be taken if driving in inclem-
ent weather can’t be avoid-
ed. People should always:
keep the fuel at half a tank
or more; keep an ice scraper
and broom in the car; dress
warmly in layered, loose
clothes; and have food and
water on hand, said Salie-
wicz.

These precautions could
help if drivers become
trapped in a storm for an
extended period of time, he
said. Becoming trapped in a

SEE SAFETY, PAGE A7
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TRADOC commander sends
holiday wishes, urges safety

By Gen. Robert W. Cone
Training and Doctrine Com-
mand Commanding General

FORT EUSTIS, Va. — The
winter holiday season is a won-
derful opportunity to visit Family
and friends, take much needed
time off from our daily routines,
and reflect on accomplishments
of the past year.

| extend my heartfelt apprecia-
tion and special holiday greeting
to all TRADOC Soldiers, civil-
ians and Family members, espe-
cially those with deployed loved

ones.

This festive season can be
especially dangerous for those
who fail to recognize the special
hazards that surround the winter
holidays. At home, open flames
from candles or fire places and
holiday decorations can be a
deadly mix. Space heaters and
ornamental lights can easily lead
to overloaded electrical circuits,
while frayed electrical cords or
defective lights present a shock
hazard, especially to young chil-
dren.

For many of our newest Sol-

diers, the two-week block leave
during the holiday will be their
first opportunity to return home
since joining the Army. Ensure
each Soldier receives a thorough
safety briefing before they de-
part. Impress on them how im-
portant they are to the Army and
remind them that their behavior
at home reflects not only on them
individually, but on the Army as
well.

On the highway, plan ahead
allowing ample time for traffic
congestion and adverse weather
conditions, and be alert for im-

patient or impaired drivers. Even
those remaining in the local area
for the holidays need to be extra
alert. It only takes a moment’s in-
attention to become an accident
victim. Stay alert, drive defen-
sively, and don’t drink and drive.

Your personal commitment
and leadership can make the dif-
ference. Start your planning early
and make safety awareness a hol-
iday priority. | hope you all enjoy
this special holiday season and
return safely in the new year.

Safety Starts Here! Victory
Starts Here!

IMCOM CG: Caring exemplifies spirit of holiday season

By Lt. Gen. Michael Ferriter
IMCOM Commanding General

(Editor’s Note: Lt. Gen. Michael Fer-
riter assumed command of the U.S. Army
Installation Management Command at
Joint Base San Antonio Nov. 17. He is
also Assistant Chief of Staff for Installa-
tion Management. IMCOM is the Army’s
home. Its mission is to provide Soldiers,
civilians and their Families with a qual-
ity of life commensurate with the quality
of their service.)

One of the world’s greatest leaders was
a gate guard who worked at the main gate
of Fort Benning, Ga. What made Mr. Mc-
Coy so great was that he knew his job
was more than checking ID cards. With
his awesome attitude, he conveyed to ev-
ery person passing through his lane that
he cared.

Somehow he succeeded in making a
difference just through his genuine mes-
sage of “Welcome Home!” I’ve talked
with many people who had contact with
him — Soldiers, parents visiting their
Soldiers, civilians going to work, and
visiting retirees who were stationed at
Fort Benning years ago, and all agreed.
He made a difference.

We’ve all seen this type of inspired
leadership on every installation. Showing
that we care exemplifies the very spirit of
the holiday season.

The great thing about being part of the
Army Family is that caring goes beyond
the holiday season. It is day in, day out,

=
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Gate guard Mr. McCoy and then-Maj. Gen. Michael Ferriter, when he was commanding general of the
Maneuver Center of Excellence and Fort Benning, Ga., in 2010.

year-round.

Margie and | and our four kids have
lived and grown as a Family on Army in-
stallations around the world. In addition
to Mr. McCoy, we’ve met many whose
sense of service far exceeded their job
description — really dedicated people at
a housing office, youth sports coaches,

and child development services, to name
just a few. My Family’s experience is
not unique. Every Soldier and Family
member can point to service providers on
our garrisons who go out of their way to
help.

The same sense of caring is why so
many Soldiers, Family members, civil-

ians and retirees volunteer their time and
talents across the installation. Our volun-
teers welcome newcomers. They teach
classes, mentor children and teens, and
run play groups for young mothers and
toddlers. They plan outings for wounded
warriors, build houses for disabled veter-
ans, support survivors, help prepare Fam-
ilies for deployment and throw welcome
home parties.

Caring and selfless service are in-
grained in our Army culture, and we are
much stronger because of it.

Army Strong!

To everyone who has extended a help-
ing hand this past year, whether in a pro-
fessional capacity or as a volunteer, thank
you. Thank you for choosing to go the ex-
tra mile to make a difference for Soldiers,
civilians and Families.

Let’s all enjoy what the season offers,
wherever we are, and enjoy time with
friends and loved ones. As we celebrate,
let’s remember those who are deployed
and extend extra support to their Families
at home.

Let’s also be mindful of those around
us who may find this time of year more
difficult. For those who need assistance,
our installations provide a number of Sol-
dier and Family support services. If you
are unsure where to go, start with Army
Community Service or the chaplain’s of-
fice.

From my Family to you and yours, we
wish you a safe and happy holidays and a
blessed new year.

‘ ‘What do you want for the holidays? §9

«
{ S
W01 Mariusz Duchnowski, Brian Rodriguez, Staff Sgt. Diedre Hidalgo, Nancy Heredia,
B Co. 1st Bn., 145th NCOIC of Patient contractor C Co. 1st Bn. 13th Avn. Army spouse
Avn. Regt. Administration LAHC Regt.

“A happy, stress free holi- “Be home with my Family. “Happiness and love for ev- “I'just want to spend time “Nothing material.”

day? I never get to see them.” eryone” with my daughter”
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Mail order pharmacy decreases wait time

By Erin Murray
Army Flier Staff Writer

Over the past few months,
many who fill their prescriptions
at Lyster Army Health Clinic may
have noticed longer lines and lim-
ited parking, a reality that Lyster
officials hope to decrease by en-
couraging beneficiaries to utilize
the Tricare pharmacy home deliv-
ery program.

The Tricare pharmacy home de-
livery program already fills over 1
million prescriptions a month, and
a recent reduction on copays for ge-
neric prescriptions gives many ben-
eficiaries an even greater incentive to
receive their regular medications by
mail, said Lt. Col. Andrew Powell,
deputy commander for Nursing and
Patient Support Services at LAHC.

“In the past, Tricare beneficiaries
had to pay a copay (when they use
the program). Now they can get
generic prescriptions without a co-
pay,” he said.

According to Maj. Tai Bolaji, the
pharmacy at LAHC serves an aver-
age of 1,700 beneficiaries a week,
but upcoming changes involv-
ing major pharmacies accepting
Tricare prescriptions have caused
an influx of outside clients for the

pharmacy, with recent months ex-
ceeding 2,000 visitors per week.

Bolaji said that this increase in
beneficiaries led to the pharmacy
adding two additional windows and
decreasing call-in pickup length
from seven to four days. Both of
these measures increased the num-
ber of patients served and helped
to decrease wait times in the short
term, but the mail order pharmacy
could be the best long-term solu-
tion for decreasing wait times.

“We’re getting the individual
person through faster; the overall
waiting time is still increasing. If
people start using the mail order
pharmacy, it would reduce the
workload we have and let us serve
people better. That’s really what we
want to do,” said Powell.

Even with a 40 percent increase
in workload, average wait times
are still relatively low, said Pow-
ell, with active duty prescriptions
around 11 minutes, outside walk-in
prescriptions averaging 30 minutes
and in-clinic prescriptions being
filled in about 20 minutes.

“It’s admirable that even with
an increase in workload, the wait
times are still OK,” Powell said,
adding that these times are some-
times necessary to provide quality

>

Patients fill prescriptions at the Lyster Army Health Clinic Pharmacy.

care. “Our absolute most impor-
tant goal is providing safe care. We
won’t sacrifice speed for safety.”
Powell explained that ideal can-
didates for the pharmacy home
delivery program include those
with several regular maintenance
medications for conditions such as

hypertension and diabetes who al-
ready fill their 90-day generic pre-
scriptions at the Lyster Pharmacy.
Those who need a one-time pre-
scription for antibiotics or cold and
flu treatments and those receiving
first-time prescriptions will likely
need to continue using the walk-in

COURTESY PHOTO

pharmacy services.

Information on the mail order
pharmacy can be obtained through
Tricare online at www.tricare.com/
pharmacy. Brochures and addition-
al information can also be found at
the Tricare service center and at the
LAHC Pharmacy.

Education center helps boost careers for Soldiers

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

The Fort Rucker Education
Center, located in Bldg. 4502 on
Andrews Avenue, can provide
Soldiers the opportunity to get the
education they need to boost their
careers by providing classes and
programs that can help guide them
as well as provide some education-
al services for Family members.

The education center provides
Soldiers with Functional Academ-
ic Skills Training classes that help
Soldiers increase and improve on
their academics for their General
Technical scores, said Jeff Pouncy,
education services officer for the
education center.

“The GT score is a basic test
that measures Soldiers’ placement
for their Military Occupation Spe-
cialty,” said Pouncy. “The FAST
classes help the Soldiers build up
their general academic compe-
tencies to score better on the GT
tests.”

Soldiers with a GT score of less
than 110 are eligible for the FAST
class program.

The education center also offers
the Army Tuition Assistance Pro-
gram for Soldiers that wish to earn
a degree ranging from a two-year
degree up to a master’s degree.

The program is available to al-
most all servicemembers, includ-
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Soldiers participate in the Fort Rucker education center’'s Functional Academic
Skills Training class that can help improve on their GT scores.

ing Soldiers in the Army Reserve
and Army National Guard on ac-
tive-duty, according to Pouncy.

“The Army will cover 100 per-
cent of tuition, up to $4,500 per fis-
cal year for the Soldier with the TA
program,” he said.

The TA covers tuition, lab fees,
enrollment fees, special fees and
computer fees, said Pouncy

He also said that the education
center has been tasked with a lot of
Government Issued bill briefings.

“It’s a Veteran Affairs program
but the education center can pro-
vide Soldiers with a lot of infor-

mation on it,” said the education
services officer.

“Currently we have two Gl bills
going on,” said Pouncy. “We have
the Montgomery Gl Bill and the
post-9/11 Gl Bill.”

The MGIB provides up to 36
months of education benefits eli-
gible for veterans for college, tech-
nical or vocational courses, corre-
spondence courses, flight training
and licensing and certification tests
just to name a few, he said.

“Under the MGIB, active-duty
members must enroll and pay $100
per month for 12 months to be en-

titled to receive a monthly educa-
tional benefit once the Soldier has
completed a minimum service ob-
ligation,” said Pouncy. “A reservist
must be actively drilling and have
a six-year obligation in the selected
reserve to be eligible.”

The post-9/11 Gl Bill was en-
acted Aug. 1, 2009, and has been
referred to as “the greatest veteran
benefit since the original post-
World War Il version of the Gl
bill.”

This Gl Bill offers extensive
education benefits for veterans and
servicemembers who served 90
days or more on active duty on or
after Sept. 11, 2001.

According to Pouncy, eligible
veterans and servicemembers re-
ceive as much as 100 percent fund-
ing for tuition and fees at qualified
colleges, universities and accred-
ited, non-college, degree-granting
institutions.

The post-9/11 GI Bill will pay
full tuition and fees, a monthly
housing allowance and annual
books and supplies stipend of
$1,000 paid proportionately based
on enrollment.

In addition to providing services
for Soldiers, the education cen-
ter also provides some services to
Soldier spouses with spousal aca-
demic advisement and the Military
Spouse Career Advancement Ac-
counts Program, said Pouncy.

“MyCAA is a career develop-
ment and employment assistance
program sponsored by the De-
partment of Defense, which helps
military spouses pursue licenses,
certificates, certifications or asso-
ciate degrees,” he said.

According to Pouncy, MyCAA
offers training and education finan-
cial assistance, employment readi-
ness counseling, and employment
assistance and career services.

Those eligible for this program
are the spouses of servicemembers
on active duty in pay grades from
E-1to E-5, W-1to W-5and O-1to
0-2, he added.

The military spouses can begin
and complete their coursework
while their military sponsor is on
Title 10 military orders. This in-
cludes the spouses of members
of the National Guard and Re-
serve components in the same pay
grades, according to Pouncy.

MyCAA will pay tuition costs
for education and training courses
and examinations leading to an as-
sociate’s degree, license, certificate
or certification at an accredited col-
lege, university, or technical school
in the United States or approved
testing organization that expands
employment or portable career op-
portunities for military spouses.

For more information on any of
the programs the education center
offers, call 255-2378.

DPS officials warn of carbon monoxide dangers

By Nathan Pfau

some space heaters,”

she said.

and wood stoves.

News Briefs

Army Flier Staff Writer

The Directorate of Public Safety
urges Fort Rucker residents to be
aware of the risks and safety hazards
that carbon monoxide can pose
during the winter months.

Carbon monoxide can be deadly.
It is a colorless, odorless gas and is
produced whenever any fuel such as
gas, oil, kerosene, wood, or charcoal
is burned, said Capt. David Ammons,
captain of the stage field base.

Dangerous levels of carbon
monoxide can result from appliances
that are improperly used or not
properly functioning.

Hundreds of people die every year
from accidental carbon monoxide
poisoning caused by malfunctioning
or improperly used fuel-burning
appliances, and even more die from
the carbon monoxide produced
by idling cars, according to the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
website at www.epa.gov/iag/pubs/
coftsht.html.

“Make sure you are knowledgeable
of the appliance before you use it,”
said Lt. Col. Madeline T. Bondy,
DPS director and provost marshal.
“People should be smart about
how they use the appliances. Read
and follow all of the instructions
that accompany any [fuel-burning
device] and ask questions. If you
don’t know something, find out by
asking.

“When using space heaters in
enclosed areas, for instance, people
have to be very cautious about the
carbon monoxide emissions from

“Make sure everything is connected
properly and allow for proper
ventilation.

“A lot of times, people will close
windows and doors and allow no
way for proper air flow [when using
fuel-burning space heaters],” said the
director. “This happens a lot in the
winter time when people are trying
to keep warm while working in a
garage, and they forget to ventilate
their workspace.”

According to Ammons, space
heaters are not allowed to be used in
the commercial and office buildings
of Fort Rucker.

Space heaters are allowed
in military housing units, but
residents are urged to follow the
safety guidelines provided by the
manufacturer of the product, said
Brandon Masters, communication

manager for Picerne  Military
Housing.
Ammons added that when

people are choosing these types of
appliances, they should choose those
that vent the fumes to the outside if
possible, as carbon monoxide levels
can quickly rise in an enclosed
room.

“Before the winter season comes
around, people should also have
trained professionals inspect their
fuel-burning  appliances in the
home,” and make sure that flues and
chimneys are connected, in good
condition and not blocked, he said.

These appliances include: oil and
gas furnaces, gas water heaters, gas
ranges and ovens, gas dryers, gas or
kerosene space heaters, fireplaces

As a precaution, people should
install carbon monoxide detectors
in their homes if they aren’t already
installed.

“The first thing that we usually
advise people to do, [in preparation],
is change their [carbon monoxide]
detector’s batteries every time the
time changes,” said Ammons.

Having an awareness of what
to look for in the case of possible
carbon monoxide poisoning is also
very important, said Ammons.

“It’s very important to be aware of
the symptoms of carbon monoxide
poisoning,” he said. “A lot of times
people will mistake it for the flu.”

According to the EPA, if people
are experiencing severe headaches,
becoming dizzy, mentally confused,
nauseated, or faint — they may be
experiencing moderate levels of
carbon monoxide poisoning, said
Ammons.

“If people are exposed to moderate
levels of carbon monoxide over a
long period of time, they can die,”
he continued.

Low levels of exposure can cause
shortness of breath, mild nausea and
mild headaches, but can still have a
long-term affect on people’s health,
Ammons added.

If carbon monoxide poisoning is
suspected, people should get fresh air
immediately, said the stage field base
captain. He recommends possible
victims to ventilate and leave the
house, and go to an emergency room
and talk to a physician, letting the
physician know that they suspect
carbon monoxide poisoning.

CFC celebration

The Fort Rucker Combined
Federal Campaign Victory and
Awards Celebration takes place
Tuesday at 1 p.m. at the U.S.
Army Aviation Museum. CFC
and Army leadership will also
recognize the organizations and
project officers that attained 100
percent or greater goal comple-
tion, and also CFC Leadership
Givers who gave $1,000 or
more. The event is open to all
federal civil service, postal and
military members.

For more information on the
CFC, call 255-9261.

German Advent
service

The German Liaison Staff
and its commander, Lt. Col.
Martin C. Geller, invite all Ger-
man members of the Fort Ruck-
er community to a traditional
Festive Advent Service today at
6 p.m. at the Main Post Chapel,
Bldg. 8940 on Red Cloud Road
near the commissary.

The guest speaker is Uwe
Becker, protestant chaplain in
Washington. Coffee and cake
will be served after the advent
service and piano accompani-
ment will be provided by Ann
Reynolds.

For more, call Sgt. Maj. Mo-
hamed Bouhloui at 255-2554.

Wounded warrior
support

TheArmy Homefront Fund,
launched on June 13 with
a Memorandum of Under-
standing between Operation
Homefront and the U.S. Army
Warrior Transition Command
helps provide financial aid to
Wounded Warriors and their
Families. Wounded warriors
often face financial challeng-
es, and the Army Homefront
Fund liaisons closely with the
WTC and in conjunction with
a robust non-profit agency
network works diligently to
support their needs.

The Army Homefront Fund
provides grants, not loans,
for emergency financial as-
sistance, emergency food,
transitional Family housing,
emergency home repairs,
critical baby items, vehicle
repair service, furniture and
household items, local mov-
ing assistance and wounded
warrior spouse retreats. Its
goal is to get the Wounded
Warriors and their Families
the resources they need.

Soldiers can apply for as-
sistance through its Web site
at http://www.armyhome-
frontfund.org/Mafa.aspx.
For more on the program,
visit the Web site or call (210)
549-4600.
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Computer security tips keep
people safe, secure online

By David C. Agan Jr.
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

Taking time to learn about some
basic computer security concepts
can go a long way to ensure your
private information remains safe and
secure and your computer continues
to function properly.

“Without computer security, your
computer and the network it’s at-
tached to are vulnerable to viruses,
worms, and other types of malicious
code,” said Shane Jones, Fort Rucker
Network Enterprise Center, informa-
tion security analyst.

There are various threats to person-
al and government computers people
should be aware of, these include:

Computer viruses

Viruses are programs that can copy
themselves to a computer and then
spread from one computer to another
over a network or the Internet. They
can also be spread via removable
media, such as CD or USB drives.

There are different types of virus-
es. Some can be a nuisance, forcing
your Internet browser to display an
unending series of popup windows.
Others, however, can maliciously
delete your personal files, system
files and even destroy your operat-
ing system. Many times, a computer
will “catch” a virus via an untrusted
website or by opening an e-mail at-
tachment.

Malware

Short for malicious software, it is a
general term used by computer pro-
fessionals to describe software that
secretly accesses a computer without
consent.

Some examples of malware include
Trojan horses, rootkits, spyware and
keystroke loggers. They can steal
data, record online passwords and
even take control of a computer for
large scale attacks on other systems
and networks. Malware makes its
way to a computer in a number of
ways. Many times it is by installing
software from untrustworthy sources
(screensavers, for example) but mal-
ware can sometimes come bundled
with software from reputable ven-
dors.

Social engineering

This form of computer access is
a bit different from the previous
threats. It involves manipulating
people into performing actions or
giving out information, rather than
by using technical means to extract
information.

In terms of computer security,

Opportunity

phishing is frequently used to obtain
private information. A phisher may
send an email that seems to come
from a business, such as a credit card
company or bank, requesting verifi-
cation of personal details (e.g. So-
cial Security Numbers, date of birth,
password). It may contain a link to
a website that also seems legitimate.
However, the website is run by crim-
inals aimed at identity fraud.

Protect yourself

Fortunately, it is relatively simple
to protect and identity and computer
from harm. People can start by in-
stalling anti-virus and anti-malware
programs.

“Educate yourself. The Internet
Storm Center (http://isc.sans.edu)
lets you know what’s going on in
terms of malware, viruses and other
current attacks,” said Shawn Foist,
installation information assurance
officer.

Anti-virus software can detect and
eliminate threats before a threat can
infect a system. Anti-malware pro-
grams provide real-time protection
against the installation of malware
as well as detection and removal of
any existing instances of malware
on computers. Be warned: People
should never install free software
claiming to be anti-malware or anti-
spyware unless it is verified to be

from a legitimate source, as it could
be malware itself. Some reputable
sources for anti-virus and anti-mal-
ware software include Symantec,
McAfee and Microsoft.

“Symantec and McAfee are great
sources for information on ways to
keep your computer safe and pro-
tected,” said Foist.

One of the best ways to protect
computers and online information is
by using a strong password. It is nev-
er advisable to use nicknames, phone
numbers, birthdays, pet names, the
name of a child, or any word that
can be found in a dictionary. Choos-
ing a good password is easy. Use at
least eight characters with at least
one special character (#, *, !, @, etc)
and at least one number. You should
also change your password often and
never give it to anyone. Finally, if
you can avoid it you should never
write your password down. If you do
have to write it down, do not label
it as ‘my password’ and keep it in a
safe location.

Finally, always make backups of
important computer files. Whether
it is as simple as copying files to a
CD, DVD, or external hard drive or
utilizing an online backup services
available via the Internet, a backup
can reduce the harm caused by vi-
ruses, malware and other threats to
computer systems.

Knocks
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Biden expresses
gratitude to U.S.,
Iraqi forces

By Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Joined by Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki and Iragi President Jalal Talabani in Baghdad
Dec. 1, Vice President Joe Biden thanked U.S. and Iraqi
armed forces for their sacrifices, commitment and success.

“l also know you gentlemen will acknowledge that
America sent you the very best our country has to offer
— our young men and women, ... but also their leaders,”
Biden told the Iraqgi leaders, praising the leadership of U.S.
Ambassador to Iraq James F. Jeffrey and Army Gen. Lloyd
J. Austin 111, commander of U.S. Forces Iraq.

The vice president surveyed the U.S. and Iraqi troops as-
sembled in Al Faw palace, all “bound together by a shared
sacrifice in the service of both their countries.”

Given a mission “as complicated and as challenging as
any in our history,” they adapted with the changing situa-
tion on the ground tackled everything they were asked to
do, he said.

“You succeeded,” he said. “You helped defeat a tyrant,
helped beat back violent extremists, and enabled the rise of
anew democratic nation, and gave the Iragi people a chance,
at long last, for a better future — a future they deserve.”

Working side by side, the U.S. troops and Iragi security
forces “have laid the foundation for a long-term, strategic
partnership between our nations and also for an Iraq that,
against all odds, can serve as a source of stability not only
for its people, but here in the region, and for years to come,”
he said.

Biden noted how far the situation in Iraq has progressed,
and he acknowledged the troops’ “heroic work” that made it
possible. “Because of you and the work those of you in uni-
form have done, we are now able to end this war,” he said.

The United States has kept its promises — to remove all
U.S. troops from Iraqi cities, to end its combat mission last
August and reduce its forces in Iraq to 50,000, and now, to
remove all troops by the year’s end, Biden noted.

Biden shared Maliki’s observation that some have ques-
tioned whether Iraqi security forces would be ready to as-
sume full security responsibility for their country.

“But the Iraq security forces proved to be more than
ready,” he said. “You met the challenge. Throughout the
downturn of United States forces and coalition forces, you
kept your people safe. And violence has remained at its low-
est level since 2003 — because of you.”

Now comes a time of transition, Biden said, as the United
States and Iraq explore ways to expand their relationship for
the future, calling it a new chapter and a fresh start that both
the Iragi and American people want and deserve.

The strategic framework agreement between Iraq and the
United States will guide this relationship, with broad coop-
eration across wide areas he said, noting that unlike the se-
curity agreement, it does not expire.

It represents “a fundamentally different type of relation-
ship, grounded in civilian cooperation between equal sover-
eigns,” he said, and a long-term comprehensive relationship
between the two nations.

“It means America will remain deeply engaged here in
Iraq, and throughout the region,” he said. The United States
will remain a loyal partner, he added.

Biden offered high praise for U.S. servicemembers and
Iraqi security forces for paving the way for a new generation
of Iragis to face a hopeful future with decreased violence.

“It was the sacrifice and bravery and professionalism of
all of you assembled before me in uniform that made it pos-
sible,” he said. “And it will not and should not be forgotten
— either in Irag, or in my home country of the United States
of America.”

He paid special tribute to the 4,486 who made the ultimate
sacrifice, and more than 30,000 who were wounded in Irag.

“We honor their sacrifice, as well as yours, and we take
immense pride and success in what you have done,” he told
the assembly, noting the nation’s responsibility to care for
its veterans.

“We owe you,” he said. “The only sacred obligation our
nation has is to care for those who we send to war, and care
for them when they come home.”

As the last of U.S. forces return home this month and their
mission ends in Iraq, Biden acknowledged that the threats
they confronted haven’t disappeared. He expressed confi-
dence, however, that the Iraqis are ready to confront them.

“Iraqi security forces have been well trained [and] pre-
pared, and you are fully capable of meeting the challenge,”
he said. “And Iraq’s emerging, inclusive political culture
will be the ultimate guarantor ... of this stability.”

Biden challenged the Iragis to seize the opportunity to
provide their people a normal, prosperous future, knowing
that the United States remains a committed partner.

“Our forces are leaving with their heads held high,” he
said. “But the hard-won ties between our two nations, pray
God, will live on.”
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U.S. Vice President Joe Biden takes time to talk to more than a hundred Airmen and Soldiers after the Iraqi government’s Day of Commitment
ceremony in the Al Faw Palace on Victory Base Complex in Baghdad, Dec. 1. Biden shook hands, took pictures and gave each servicemember
a coin.
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West Point reveals service
branches for Class of 2012

By Mike Strasser
West Point Public Affairs

WEST POINT, N.Y. —
For the Class of 2012, this
was the big one. The mo-
ment.

They began their West
Point experience some
41 months ago — wading
through a sea of unknowns
— and now probably the
most significant of those
unknowns was revealed
during Branch Night.

At the branch notifica-
tion ceremony Dec. 1, the
Class of 2012 discovered
how they will serve as of-
ficers in the U.S. Army,
whether it be Aviation, In-
fantry, Quartermaster, Air
Defense or in any of the
16 branches.

During the ceremo-
ny, Class of 2012 Cadet
Charles Phelps, the Corps
of Cadets’ first captain, ex-
tended a round of applause
to the many branch repre-
sentatives, tactical officers
and noncommissioned of-
ficers and instructors who
served as mentors during
the arduous process of
branch selection.

Speaking to his class,
Phelps reminded them of
the past 41 months, from
Reception Day, cadet ba-
sic training and now only
months away from gradu-
ation, to get where they
are.

“This  evening, we
share a collective occa-
sion to celebrate,” he said.
“Branch Night is one of
the landmark events in
our progression through
the West Point experience
that falls in cadence with
the memories we created.
The symbol sealed in the
envelope represents the
edge of a precipice we
now stand upon.”

Phelps said upon re-
ceiving their branch, the
“firsties” can now begin
shaping the mental image
of their contributions to
their new teams.

“Regardless of branch,
we will cross paths again;
potentially in hostile envi-
ronments where our ability
to act decisively and with
cohesion will be vital,”
he said. “It is critical that
we embrace tonight’s re-
sults and depart from this
theater to prepare for the
demands of our respective
branches with relentless
optimism.”

After the speeches were
made and the order to
open envelopes was given,
94 percent of the Class of
2012 received one of their
top three desired branches.
Almost 76 percent of the
class achieved their top
choice, and it was report-
ed at the ceremony that no
cadet received their last
choice.

Phelps was among the
239 cadets to branch In-
fantry, which was the
most sought after of the
16 branches. Class of
2012 Cadet Timothy Tieng
erupted with joy after dis-
covering he was among
those cadets.

“I’m feeling really great
about this. It’s an amazing
moment and everything
was worth it,” Tieng said.

Tieng said he drew from
all his experiences at West
Point in determining what
branch he wanted.

“1 looked at the branch |

every Thursday in the Army Flier

PHOTO BY MIKE STRASSER

Class of 2012 Cadet Kyle Johnson receives Aviation branch insignia during Branch Night at Eisenhower Hall, at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y,, Dec. 1.

thought was great and one
1 would be really good at,”
he said. “After the multi-
ple summer training expe-
riences, | thought Infantry
would be great.”

Later he donned an ol-
ive green infantry cap and
joined his fellow future
infantry officers in pin-
ning the branch insignia
to their uniforms.

Not everyone in the
Class of 2012 was able to
share in the festivities at
Eisenhower Hall. Near-
ly 30 cadets are study-
ing abroad this semester,
some as far away as Mo-
rocco, Brazil and China;
they were notified elec-
tronically or by telephone
from their tactical officers.
For some athletic teams,
including the Wrestling,
Women’s Basketball and
Swimming and Diving
teams, small locker room
ceremonies were conduct-
ed.

Class of 2012 Cadets
Meagan Doucette, Erin
Jankowski and Kait Good-
all received their branch
notifications  following
Army’s 55-51 home win
over Hawaii that night.
Doucette and Goodall,
team co-captains, both
received their first choice
and earned their Aviation
wings among 120 from the
Class of 2012. Jankows-
ki, the student assistant
coach, also received her
top choice and will join
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the Engineers Corps.

“This is literally every-
thing that we worked for,”
Doucette said. “It’s the
reason you work hard in
class, the reason you push
yourself in everything you
do.”

Doucette was largely
undecided about what she
wanted to branch until this
year, but is convinced she
has made the right choice.

“I’ve never talked to
anyone who could say
anything bad about Avia-
tion, and everybody |
know [in that branch] ab-
solutely has no regrets and
loves it,” she said.

Speaking of regrets,

Goodall said despite miss-
ing out on the initial cel-
ebrations with her class at
Ike Hall, getting to spend
it with her team was just
as special.

“It’s a big night for our
class, but I love my team,”
she said. “After our win
tonight, | couldn’t have
asked for a better way to
spend my night than out
here on the court with
my teammates, with my
friends.”

Field Artillery will be
welcoming 145 members
of the Class of 2012 and
another 134 will become
Engineer officers.

Ninety-nine firsties
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will branch Armor, 51
are headed to Air Defense
Artillery, 38 will join the
Signal Corps and 23 chose
Adjutant  General. The
Military Intelligence com-
munity will receive 53
from the Class of 2012, 15
more chose Military Po-
lice, nine selected Chemi-
cal Corps and six will
branch Finance. Among
the future logistics offi-
cers, 23 firsties will join
the Quartermaster Corps,

33 will serve as Ordnance
officers and 19 will enter
the Transportation Corps.

In addition, 20 cadets
will join the medical ser-
vice and 18 have been
nominated  for  medi-
cal school. The Class of
2012 will receive their
orders and postings in the
spring.

(Editor’s note: Tracy
Nelson, Army Athletic
Communications, contrib-
uted to this story)
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Tree: ‘I think it’s great
for the community
to be able to come
together, celebrate’

Continued from Page Al

that would be easy for him to use. He
was very excited. When he won, he
was so thankful. | was very excited
that he did so well,” she said.

Alex was excited to win the contest
and light the tree — his mother said
that his reaction was thanking the
commanding general for letting him
help. Alex and his Family plan on
hanging the ornament in a very spe-
cial place at home when the holiday
season ends.

Col. James A. Muskopf, Fort Ruck-
er garrison commander, concluded
the event by singing carols to wel-

come Santa Claus and his elves, who
brought candy canes and gifts for
children at the event.

“| think it’s great for the commu-
nity to be able to come together and
celebrate the holidays. There are so
many people from the area involved,
like the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts.
It’s just really nice,” said Johanna
Spencer, who brought her son, Jack,
to meet Santa Claus.

“I think everyone had a great time
at this event and are looking forward
to attending next year’s ceremony,”
said Abeln.

For more information on upcoming
DFMWR events, call 255-2292.

PHOTO BY ERIN MURRAY

Santa Claus greets the Families and community members who set the holiday season in full swing by gathering
at Howze Field to light the Fort Rucker Christmas tree Friday.

Safety: Preparation, precautions help prevent accidents

Continued from Page A1

winter storm is a possibility and it always
helps to be prepared if such an occurrence
happens.

If you become trapped in a winter storm,
Saliewicz recommends that you should
stay in your car. People should also dis-
play trouble signs by hanging a bright

colored cloth from the antenna, and raise
the hood of the car, and running the engine
occasionally to stay warm.

“Run the engine about 10 minutes per
hour,” said Saleiwicz. “Run the heater
and turn the dome light on while engine
is running.”

He also urges that drivers that become
trapped should be mindful of signs of

frostbite and hypothermia.

“Redness, aching, white or blanched
skin, loss of dexterity and sensation are all
signs of frostbite,” he said, “and signs for
hypothermia are uncontrollable shivering,
confusion and the inability to do simple
tasks.”

To help prevent frostbite and hypo-
thermia setting in, Saliewicz said people

should do minor exercises to keep up cir-
culation, move and change positions regu-
larly, huddle together for warmth if able,
take turns sleeping if necessary, and avoid
overexertion and dehydration.

Taking these precautions and simply be-
ing prepared for the worst during the win-
ter season can not only help prevent acci-
dents, but it can save lives, he said.

Lyster: Renovations make patient service quicker, smoother

Continued from Page A1

but we’re standardizing the
rooms during this process,”
said Staff Sgt. Eli Aguilar,
primary care clinic NCOIC,
during a presentation on the
renovation.

Aguilar explained that
the new examination rooms
include new touch screen
computers that will allow
providers to access mul-
tiple applications simulta-

neously, speeding up the
examination process. The
rooms are also designed to
be more comfortable and
organized, with a standard
layout for supplies and
equipment.

After the Team Courage
renovation, teams Respect,
Honor and Integrity will
also temporarily relocate
and undergo similar reno-
vations.  For the conve-
nience of patients, front

desk clerks for the clinic
teams will remain in the
same locations, with most
construction occurring be-
hind temporary walls built
in the clinic. Additionally,
the clinics are renovated in
phases in order to continue
to provide care to patients
during the entire process.
“It made more sense to
have the moves happen in-
ternally. It’s convenient for
them, because they have

some stability. They won’t
have to worry about mov-
ing around — it provides
continuity for the provid-
ers and the patients. We’re
not going to disrupt any
patient care during this pro-
cess.” said Staff Sgt. Javier
Ramirez, primary care clin-
ic NCOIC.

Another change during
the renovations will be
made to the front entrance
of LAHC, which will be

changed into a revolving
door in January. During
this renovation, which is
expected to take three to
four weeks, parking and
access to the clinic will
be modified. Robbie John-
son, who has coordinated
the renovation, explained
that these changes will not
detract from patient care.
Lyster staff will be chang-
ing signage and providing
assistance to patients dur-

ing the entire renovation
process.

“(The renovations are) all
part of a big change. Not
only do patients get in to see
their provider, but things
go quicker and smoother.
There’s more quality time
between the patient, nurs-
ing staff and the provider,”
said Powell.

For more information
on the renovations, call
255-7229.
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hugh @meadeandassociates.net
2) hughandeva@meadeandassociates.net

View more pictures of these homes at www.c21regencyrealty.com
Become {7
V afanon f

2] Facebook

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER.
Recency Readty, INc.

2] = 334-347-0048

o

WWW.C21REGENCYREALTY.COM 531 Boll Weevil Circle

BR/2 BA home with stainless

kitchen appliances, sprinkler

system, sodded yard, pri-

vacy fence and located on

cul de sac street. Conveniently located
just minutes from Ft Rucker & Enterprise.
$199,900 SAM HELMS 334-798-3357
DOWNHOMEALABAMA.COM

125 JASMINE: 3 large

bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms.

Beautiful colors throughout this townhouse
with private back yard. $143,500 FRAN
CLAYTOR 334-790-5973

FLECRONICLOCKBORES ON ALL AVAILALE PROPERTIES, ANY AGENT AN SHOM

213 CAMDEN DRIVE VERY NICE 380)/2A Townhome coms complata with Washer and
Dryer, Refrigerator with csmaker, Stova, Garhage Disposal, Dishwasher, Sinle Car Garage, and
Fance. Pats allowad with o non rafuncable pat foe! Lawn cara, manthly pest confal usa of
(lubhouss and POOL incuded!

151 PR 1206: Wow! A

secluded piece of paradise.

Approx 24 acre stocked lake

with a fish house & spring fed

catfish pond just outside your back door.

3 BR/2 BA on main level, basement could
be 4th bedroom with full bath. Won't last

flooring throughout the first floor and new
tile in sunken den, high ceilings, four fire I.ﬂg;gégé'goo JEANINE ROBERTS 334-

places, covered balcony, 4 stall horse barn
and 2.45 acres. $397,775 JUDY DUNN
334-301-5656

7480 HWY 85: Let your
imagination run wild in this
brick 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath home. With 13
rooms and over 5,000 square feet, there's
plenty of room for activity. New hardwood

37 COURTYARD WAY, This 380/2B4
Townhome factures washer and dryer,

| refigerator with icemaker,stove, guiboge
disposal, dishwasher, aiing fans in lving
roam and hadiooms, single qaraga with

temofe, and fence. Lown care, monthly pest

control, us2 of cubhouse and POOL incuded.

Joan Ziglar
at 393-9709
to advertise

304 WINDSOR W,

home! 2 spacious living area,

each with a ventless gas log

fireplace, eat in kitchen with

a booth, large (60x14) covered patio, salt
water pool, oversized detached garage with
a full BA/workshop/attached 12 x 20 sun
room that faces the pool plus a storage
room with separate entrance above garage.
Must see! $193,500 BOB KUYKENDALL
334-369-8534 BOBALHOMES.COM

186 COMMONS: Invest in

your future with this wonder-

ful 3 BR/2.5 BA townhome.

Would make great investment

or home for first time buyer.

Great neighborhood with community pool.
$109,500 JAMIE POWELL 334-701-7443

608 ANTLER DRIVE, GREAT 380,/2BA HOME with 1ing room, dining arz, stove,
tefgerater, dishwasher, qubage disposal, washer and dryer connections, two car garags,
fence, and pafo.

your
Real Estate
Business

107 PINERIDGE DRIVE
*HHOVE IN SPECIAL* On Tis
180/2.5BA Townhorms, complete
with washsr ond dryer, refigarator
Wi icemaker, micowove, Sovs,
qorhags disposal, dishwasher, ong:
car qurage, deck, and fence.

106 LAKE RIDGE: Impressive
4 BR/2.5 BA home. The

pool, marble foyer, spiral |
7 staircase & extra large MBR
are just a few of the impressive features
1 of this beautiful home located just a
f golf cart drive to the greens. $299,000
AREA'S MARY M. JONES 334-790-2933
ENTERPRISEHOMESANDLAND.COM

COMPANY!

MANAGEMENT Economical! Your budget will
[ cheer the value in this 3 BRI2

144 SOUTH SPRINGVIEW, Very vel
maintained 280),/2 5BA Toumhome converient
o FT Rucker, comes with al upfﬁun(es fo
indude washer and dryer, celing fans in Lving
Room and Bedtooms, Corpet/Tie, Single
Garage with Remots, Puio and Fance. Lown

N the

INC BA in Brookside Subdivision.
1 Grandroom with fireplace, formal dining, eat

334_347_0049 in kitchen & sunroom. New double paned,

double insulated windows & pick your color
VISIT US ONLINE AT

for the vinyl siding & you can move right in.
Clap for service! $108,000 EVELYN HITCH
WWW.REGENCYMANAGEMENT.COM 334-406-3436

(ars, Pest Contrl, and use of POOL includad.

| WHY RENT? SELLER WILL PAY CLOSING COSTS

1 IND PREPAICS NOT 0 EXCEED §1000.00
INSH 32590

Army Flier.



Depot completes its 48th Black Hawk

By Jaclyn Nix
Army News Service

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas
— Corpus Christi Army Depot
achieved an unprecedented mile-
stone, completing a record 48th
UH-60 Black Hawk recapitaliza-
tion this year. The recap program
is the Army’s effort to reduce costs
of replacing aging helicopters with
new ones.

Corpus Christi  Army Depot
saves taxpayers more than 45 per-
cent by rebuilding an aircraft ver-
sus purchasing a new one from the
manufacturer.

The program brings an Alpha
model UH-60 Black Hawk into
the depot, then after just under a
year of upgrading and rebuilding
the structural, engine, and airframe
components with more capability
and power, it comes out looking,
smelling and performing like a
brand new Lima model. Last year
CCAD produced 38 A-L recap
Black Hawks.

Recap extends the life of a Black
Hawk by 10 years while also ensur-
ing each aircraft is equipped with
the latest technology and systems.

“It took the entire team from Ac-
counting to Aircraft Production and
every single person at CCAD to
meet the 48th Black Hawk,” said
Col. Christopher Carlile, CCAD

commander.
In addition to the challenge and
motivation of working as a team to

The 48th Black Hawk sits outside on the Corpus Christi Army Depot, Texas, flight line.

PHOTO BY ERVEY MARTINEZ

get the 48 out, many areas used pro-
cesses and methods that save time
and money. The release of the sec-
ond alignment fixture, for instance,
allowed for more time to be spent
inside of the fixture.

The depot held a Final Assembly
Inspection to reduce the number of
defects and rework passed between
Reassembly and Flight Test. This
effort allows for more attention to
the aircraft before it is moved to
Flight Test.

Warranty Teams is another con-
cept that came along with FAI.

Flight Test inspects and completes
the checks with ground power. Any
defects found in Flight Test calls for
a Warrant Team from the assembly
line, AMG, avionics, electricians
and the flight test crew to correct the
defects without moving the aircraft
back to a separate building.

“This paid big dividends in ex-
perience sharing and resulted in a
better than 50-percent reduction in
defects passed to Flight Test,” said
George Kunkle, chief for the Air-
craft Support Division.

The aircraft cleaning team took

actions to train employees by cor-
recting capping and plugging of
electrical connectors and even cre-
ating a third shift to meet the de-
mands.

“The real key to obtaining the goal
was the artisans’ resolve to meet a
standard set higher than believed
possible and the determination to
carry it through without yielding to
past beliefs and non-believers,” said
Jamie Felgenhauer, Black Hawk
Recapitalization division chief.

Production Control used multiple
time-saving techniques to accom-

plish the record. They stuck with
local support, ensured a smooth
flow of parts and assembled a team
of key players to be on top of the
ball with material availability for
each aircraft before its arrival to the
hangars.

“The biggest thing that made the
48 Black Hawks possible this year
is the guys and gals on the floor,”
said Aaron Shephard, UH-60 Re-
capitalization  Structures section
chief. “If they get challenged with
something, they aren’t going to back
down. Everyone fought hard to cut

down on the defects, work through
the processes and use what they had
to put out 48 aircraft.”

“Theentire Directorate of Aircraft
Production was empowered and
challenged to meet the customer’s
requirements to most importantly
provide the aircraft and support for
our warfighters,” said Kunkle.

“In the past, we focused on sin-
gular efforts, support versus pro-
duction. One without the other
will fail,” said Carlile. “CCAD has
shown they are a team capable of
playing at Super Bowl level.”

MQ-9 ‘Reaper’ finds

training home at Fort Drum

By Jennifer M. Caprioli
Fort Drum Public Affairs

FORT DRUM, N.Y. — This fall, for the
first time ever, the airspace above Fort Drum
was graced with a 10,500-pound unmanned
aircraft performing an essential operation.

It was a pivotal moment that would prove
to military personnel that the MQ-9, com-
monly referred to as the “Reaper,” had es-
tablished a home base for training missions
at Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield.

“The MQ-9 is the leading edge of what
the Air Force has to offer today, in terms of
reconnaissance, surveillance and in also de-
livering kinetics on target in the war fight,”
explained Maj. Gen. Patrick Murphy, New
York state’s adjutant general who commands
all of the New York Air and Army National
Guard.

The MQ-9, an unmanned aircraft system,
is launched by a ground crew and flown to
altitudes using a line-of-site radio system.
The aircraft is then turned over to a flight

crew, who operate it via a satellite link.

Members of the ground crew, who handle
take-off and recovery in a cockpit, reside at
Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield. This cockpit
allows for instantaneous control, which is
required for the take-off and landing portion
of the mission.

“The opportunity to fly in the airspace
here is key to even having this opportunity
in upstate New York,” Murphy noted. “It’s a
continued relationship that we sincerely ap-
preciate.”

Once the aircraft takes off, it enters the re-
stricted airspace in and around Fort Drum,
explained Col. Kevin Bradley, 174th Fighter
Wing commander.

The cockpit, which sits at the Syracuse
Hancock International Airport, is then con-
nected via satellite to the MQ-9, allowing
the pilot at Hancock to fly the aircraft.

“There is an inherent delay — around a
second and a half — once the pilot makes
the control stick input for the aircraft to actu-
ally move. That’s why we need the cockpit

PHOTO BY JENNIFER M. CAPRIOLI

The MQ-9 “Reaper” can cruise airborne at about 250 mph and between 15,000 and 20,000 feet. It
has the ability to fly for up to 15 hours with a full-motion video that can be streamed back to a tacti-
cal operations center or command and control center for first-response missions. The aircraft also is
capable of acquiring targets and tracking them for long periods of time from high altitudes with its

camera system.

here (at Fort Drum) to do the take-off and
landing,” Bradley said.

The plane, which cruises at about 250
miles per hour and between 15,000 and
20,000 feet, has the ability to fly for about 15
hours with a full-motion video that can be

streamed back to a tactical operations cen-
ter or command and control center for first-
response missions.

It also is capable of acquiring targets and

SEE HOME, PAGE B4

Wounded Soldiers share their

Retired Sgt. Omar Avila, left, and retired Sgt. Jay Fain got a chance to see what it was like to “fly” a
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter using a flight simulator during a visit to Fort Riley, Kan., Nov. 18. Both

PHOTO BY SGT.1ST CLASS JEFF TROTH

Soldiers were wounded in Iraq in 2007 and were medevaced to a hospital in a UH-60 Black Hawk.

experiences during CAB visit

Sgt. 1st Class Jeff Troth
CAB Public Affairs, Fort Riley, Kan.

Wounded 1st Infantry Division Soldiers
got a chance to talk to leaders of the Combat
Aviation Brigade, 1st Inf. Div., for the Avia-
tion support they received while they were
deployed to Iraq in 2007.

Retired Sgts. Omar Avila and Jay Fain
both claim that after being injured on patrols
near Baghdad they would have died if not
for the flight crews who flew the helicopters
that medically evacuated (commonly called
medevac) them.

About 200 aviators, crew chiefs, fuelers,
mechanics and administrative Soldiers got to
hear firsthand accounts of how what they do
on a daily basis saves lives of Soldiers on the
ground.

“At the end of the day, our job is to en-
sure that our aircraft support the ground
force commander and all the Soldiers on the
ground,” said Col. John Morgan, CAB com-
mander. “We are fortunate to have these war-

riors here to relate to us what our Aviation
forces mean to the forces on the ground.”

In 2007, both sergeants were assigned to
different companies in thelst Battalion, 26th
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Inf. Div. Patrols in Baghdad and
the villages around Irag’s capital were ev-
eryday occurrences for both infantrymen.
Avila’s platoon went on patrol May 14, “just
like any other day”.

“This was 10 months into the deploy-
ment, and | knew the streets,” said Avila, a
Brownsville, Texas, native. “We went over
this bump that | had never felt on that road
before.”

As he was processing what the bump was
a 200-pound deep buried improvised explo-
sive device went off hitting the back of the
truck and rupturing the gas tank sending fuel
everywhere.

“The guys behind us said the Humvee went
three to five feet up into the air,” Avila said.

SEE EXPERIENCES, PAGE B4
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CLASSIFIEDS

(334) 347-9533 ¢ (800) 779-2557

('é) ANNOUNCEMENTS

New this week: New booth with old
Nautical items; 1960 Spring/Rocking horse;
56" Vintage Santa; 8 ft. Farm table;

60’ Setee & chair; Corner cabinet
@Medford Antique Marketplace,
3820 RCC Dothan. 334-702-7390.

() MERCHANDISE

= SPLIT OAK FIREWOOD ¢=

Delivered in the wiregrass

$75. Large truck load.
Call 334-685-1248 or 334-389-7378

FURNITURE & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Recliner: hunter green recliners 2 for $150.
Excellent condition. 334-347-3724

JEWELRY & WATCHES

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools
West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS WANTED

Diabetic Test Strips needed, | Buy Sealed/
Unexpired boxes Call Bob (334)219-4697

Tree ripe satsumas and grapefruit - harvested
daily $20 bags, location of grove Hwy 73 south
and Laramore Road Marianna, FL, follow signs
to Bar L Ranch for more info call (850)209-5506

(a“ PETS & ANIMALS

2 Male (1 neutered) , 1 FM (spayed) Adult cats
for Adoption 334-712-2121

Adult Husky/Shepherd Mix, Male for Adoption,
Beautiful BLUE EYES! 334-712-2121

AKC BULLMASTIFF PUPS and OLDE ENGLISH
BULLDOG - CHAMPION LINES, UGA # FOUR IS
THE GGG GRANDPA, AWESOME LITTER BREED-
ING - THE BEST TO THE BEST. | OFFER SERV-
ICEMAN & VETS A $200 DISCOUNT REALLY
BULLY, TRI COLORED- TANS, SABLES AND BLUE
FAWNS MALES AND FEMALES, THEY CAN GO
TO THEIR NEW HOMES THE WEEK OF CHRIST-
MAS $1,200 FOR BULLDOG, and $1,250 for
BULLMASTIFF; - 334-806-5911
WWW.SEXTONSBULLZ.COM

AWESOME LITTER BREEDING THE BEST TO THE
BEST BRINDLE MALES AND FEMALES ARE
AVAILABLE, | OFFER A $200.00 SERVICEMAN &
VETS DISCOUNT GOING TO THEIR FOREVER
HOMES THE WEEK AFTER THANKSGIVING
$1250.00 WWW.SEXTONSBULLZ.COM - 334-
806-5911

Blond FM Beagle Mix 1 yr old, Very Playful up
for adoption. Dothan 334-712-2121

BOXER PUPS AKC: will be ready for christmas.
tails have been docked and dew claws re-
moved. taking deposits now. Pickup will be two
days before christmas or christmas eve. two
solid white pups, the others are flashy brindle.
both parents are on site. $350. (334)692-5335.
Leave a message.

¥ Christmas babies are ready! Yorkies $400.
& up, Shih-a-poos $100. Yorkie-poos $300.,
Chi-a-poos $250. Chinese Crested $450. Older
[puppies avail. $100. 334-718-4886.

CKC Toy Chihuahua puppies 2 -females
black & white 1st shots & wormed,
Ready to go NOW! 850-579-8895.

Found two small dogs near Hickory Bend/ Val-

ley Stream in Enterprise . One gray/one black.
Bonnie at 334-347-9686 if you know owner.
Maltese AKC Pups!
Will Deliver!
males & females ready for
Christmas. S/W,
will be small. 1 tiny F
C all 334-703-2500
Southern Old English Bull dogs puppies , vet
checked & wormed on the 19th. 229-308-3893.

i The
FOOTWORK

y
(\') FARMER'S MARKET

Nl

Plenty of Shelled
Peas, Collard, Turnip
& Mustard Greens!
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
¢ ¢334-793-6690 o o

( IM) EMPLOYMENT

Family Hair Express in Daleville
is now hiring for Licensed Beautician. Must
have AL license and proof of residency.
Call 334-598-0021

INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE IS ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR THE POSITIONS OF

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE WORKER 1
Summary: employee assists with all
aspects of building/grounds maintenance
to include: carpentry, plumbing, electrical,
masonry, horticulture, irrigation systems,
equipment, ball fields, parks, swimming
pool; operates tractor with implements
and heavy equipment; assists with various
special events.
STARTING SALARY: $18,366.40
OPENING DATE:
December 6, 2011
CLOSING DATE:
December 19, 2011

To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30
EOE

HEALTHCARE

REGISTERED
NURSES

Are you looking for a new career path?

Try the rewarding experience
of home care!

Registered nurses needed to provide
skilled nursing services to homebound
patients with the Coffee County
Home Health program.

This position is Mon-Fri, 8-5, with the
exception of On-Call every 6-8 weeks.
Competitive salary, excellent
benefits package. EOE.

Contact Cheryl Dunn, RN at
334-248-3871 or
cheryl.dunn @adph.state.al.us

for more information.

Want Your Ad
To Stand Out?

Use An Attractor
Or Use Bold Print
In Your Ad

ELBA NURSING HOME

POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
= RN/LPN MDS DEPT.
= RN UNIT SUPERVISOR (7AM-7PM)
= LPN STAFF (7PM-7AM)
= MT/MLT
= LABORATORY DEPARTMENT MANAGER
B.S. Degree in Lab. Science Required.
Min. 2yrs Hospital Lab. Exp. MT/MLS Cert.
by ASCP or Equivalent.

CONTACT: EMILY CAIN
334-897-8304

334-897-2257 EXT. 2224
Equal Opportunity Employer

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

HENDERSON
Electrie
ELECTRICIANS

Now hiring qualified ELECTRICIANS for a
government project @ Fort Rucker, AL,

Send resume to: office
@hendersonelectric.com;
Fax to: 850-664-5616;
Call Billy @ 850-685-1626.

Paid Holidays & Vacation EOE

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

= CCIJS Child Care Career Training =
Are you looking for a career in child care?

(S

Call Mrs. Alaina @ 334-714-4942
www.childcarejobseekers.com

Fortis College is Now

A Enrolling for Careers in
FORTIS Trades, Healthcare and

More! Call Fortis College
Today! 888-202-4813 or visit
www.fortiscollege.edu
For Consumer information

www.Fortis.edu

N

FACTORY DIRECT

X treme

Packages From

$4,995

All Welded

Boats All Aluminum Boats

www.xtremeindustries.com

850-547-9500  Bonifay, FL

5th Wheel: 28 ft Cardinal LX 5th wheel and
Chevy Silverado Dually, low mileage. $14,000
for both. 334-793-1721

Dixie RV SuperStores

FL’s Newest RV Dealer

NOW OPEN!!!

*Store Hours*
Monday-Saturday
8:00am-6:00pm

21 Acres / 30 Brands New and Pre-Owned

® Newmar ® Keystone ®m Heartland = Jayco
u Fleetwood ® Prime Time ® Coachmen
® Forest River

Service Department
Parts and Acces. Store
RV Collision Center

Located off 1-10 Exit 70 / SR285
328 Green Acres Dr.
De Funiak Springs, FL 32435
Sales and Service: 850-951-1000
www.dixierv.com DO 12756

RV ACCESSORIES

TOW DOLLY: DEMCO Kar Kaddy Il tow dolly
with hydraulic surge brakes, auto-steer
wheels, 3 new tires (including spare) $1,000
0BO. Call 334-701-7849 or 334-886-7226

RV RENTALS

34FT Stationary Motor Home for Rent
Highest rated RV Park in SE Alabama.
www.ozarktravelpark.com
9 miles to Ozark/Ft. Rucker gate. Perfect for
1 or 2 people. No Deposit. WIFI, & C able TV.
$550. Month. Call 334-774-3219

COLLEGE
RESIDENTIAL

(@) REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

0ZARK 1 & 2 BR Apts., Furn./ Unfurn. No lease

required, Start $280. monthly; wkly rates avail
* 334-774-4470 %

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED

(% TRANSPORTATION

* 07 Hyundai Accent 2DR, 4 _cyl. white , auto-
matic, Pwr. steering/brakes. AC, am/fm/cd,
exc. cond. no accidents 110K mi.
$5500. Or Best Offer 334-389-3071.

BMW °07 3281, 65K mi. Silver, 4-door,
FULLY LOADED! $17,500 334-726-9500

Camelot Apartments For Rent in Enterprise

1 BR Apartments - $300/$325 mo. + $300 dep.
pool & laundry on premises, Approved Credit
Needed. Small dogs OK with pet fee.

Call 334-347-0604
@ RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
HOMES FOR SALE
3BR/2BA 2-Story brick home 200 Highland
Dr. 1600sq, hardwood, 18 x 36 in ground
pool with new liner, 2 full lots, quiet

neighborhood with great location!
Perfect starter home or military family.

Priced to Sell $80,000. Call 334-494-8268

(3%) RECREATION

ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

’04 Kawasaki KVF 700 Camo, 4-Wheeler,
garaged kept. Only 25 hrs. used. like new,
$4800. wp 334-648-3217 4=

Honda Foreman ES 4x4 Atv’s. Two 2003 models.
Both have less than 125 hours. Both recently
serviced. Both excellent condition. $2,500 each
firm. Call 334-774-3737 between 8 am and 8 pm

Yamaha 11 Raptor 700R: well maintained,
excellent condition, low hours, essential extras,
blue, $7,800. Call 334-432-5800

¥ L .. Buick 97 Skylark Limited:
“_ AL . 7 Bluein color. 4 door, auto-
. matic, power locks, power
windows, AC, AM/FM CD.
: “Z Runs good. $2,000 OBO.
For more info call 334-805-0502.

5 TR o LI i

Chevrolet 00 Cavalier , 2 dr, New Tires, Runs
Good, $4200 334-347-9829 Day Or Evening

Ford 07 Escape, Fully Loaded, Power Locks,
Power windows, Moon Roof, Well Kept,
100k mi. Good Condition, $9,000 OBO
717-824-6053 (DOTHAN)

j Lincoln ’08 Towncar

¥ Signature Limited:
= Silver, gray leather
interior, garage kept,
only 18k miles, fully loaded, power everything.
Must See this car!! $24,500. Call 334-792-7050

Mercury 97 Cougar XR7: 30th Annivrsary.
One clean car! 93k miles, new motor @ 47k
due to intake recall, 4 wheel independant
suspension, 4 wheel disc brakes, 1 owner,
garage kept, wife driven. $4,500. Call 334-693-
3330 or 334-685-7706 and ask for Donny or Dee.

NEED A VEHICLE? GOT BAD CREDIT?
LOOK! RIDE TODAY PAY LATER

BRING YOUR DECEMBER CHECKSTUB &

WE'LL FILE TAX MAX FOR YOU!

Repos, Slow Credit, Past Bankruptcy OK!
Warranty On Every Vehicle sold!
7+ Call Steve 800-809-4716

-
py

Professional Busingss and Service Guid

>

Your future customers are only a phone call away...

advertise today! 334-347-9533

Ceel

MERCHANDISE
$500 & UNDER

Advertise your “COOL STUFF” for FREE by visiting www.eprisenow.com. See site for details.

Baldwin Piano, very good condition $350, 334-
598-0299 after 6 PM.

Canoe, 14ft, small 2 person $100. OBO 850-
209-9284 or 850-209-6977. Before 5 pm

Clawfoot Bath Tub , needs refinishing, $200
OBO  850-209-6977 before 5pm

Dining room suite, walnut, Danish Modern,
hutch,table, chairs $150,334-598-0299 after 6
Drum set: 5 p. with cymbals and hardware.
Blue in color. Like new $500. obo 334-498-0909
Frigidaire Refrigerator/Freezer - Blk & Chrome,
Ice maker, Good Cond., $250, 334-494-0632

Full Sized Brass bed w/mattress & box springs,
w/2 brass/glass night tables $250 334-393-9463

Large Dog House, Any Color, Shingle Roof,
Will Deliver. $120, 334-794-5780 Dothan
Paper Shredder Aurora 8 sheets crosscut
NEW NEVER USED (in box) $45. 334-796-6537
after 6pm only.

PAPER SHREDDER Aurora 8 sheets crosscut
* NEW NEVER USED (in box) $45.
334-796-6537 after 6pm only.
Porch/Lawn Swing With Chains,
Will Deliver. $85 334-794-5780
Queen Sized Bed, 2 Nights Stands, Dresser &
Mirror. Very Nice! $350 334-393-9463

Purse: Coach Purse, Poppy, gold and tan,
excellent condition $80.0BO Call 334-389-7452

RIMS original stock for Nissan Titan Truck
18" caps & lugnuts. $40. 334-790-1877.

ROOFING & RELATED

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

K&M Roofing
All Types of Roofing
Tearoff and Repair

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE

- Home + Church - Commercial
Best Service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

Metal or Single-Ply Shingles
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed/Insured Bobby Knowles 334-449-0219
IM SUZUKI
Joe’s Motor Service
Hwy 52 E  Hartford, AL 36344
Appliance Repair ...,
I a9 .
Bell's Wiregnrass Amiance Repaie
Dothan Enterprise

Residential/Commercial W
AR Rhino Boats &
’4 MARINE
334-588-2968
Same Day Service # Factory Trained Tech. 29 Years Experience
712-9999 « 347-0000

AC & HEATING

Wiregrass Fence .
Cha Wood &¥iegl ¢ Resdential  Commercia

1 25 Years Exp
494-0622

347-0000
Place your ad in our
Sales & Service
Directory

and grow your business!!!
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AUTOS FOR SALE

| B, T Oldsmobile *71 Cutlass
| 3 I =
= . ﬁj | Supreme Convertible .

R ,} Red with white top and
) ik upholstery. PS, PB, AC,
e £ 8track, electric windows,

350V8, bucket seats, rallye wheels. Automatic
transmission. Runs well. Need garage space.
$10,500. Call 334-792-1171 or 334-792-3058.

Toyota ’03 Camry: Champagne, cloth interior,
56k miles, fully loaded, brand new tires.

See to appreciate! $9,275. Call 334-792-2829
Please leave message.

Toyota '05 Avalon
Limited Edition:
one owner, desert sand
mica with tan leather
interior, fully loaded,
45k miles, excellent

condition. $16,500. Call 334-347-7923

SPORT UTILITY

w54 . Jeep 02 Wrangler Sport,
e .{;ﬁ A/C, power locks, tilt
il | cruise, air, AM/FM, Hard
Top/Soft Top. $4,300.
sdfgd56fty@live.com.
Call 213-985-2930

S

Lincoln 06 Navigator,
Fully Loaded with Sun
Roof. THX Sound with
DVD & 6-Disk Player.
ErSEe e Excellent Condition.

New Tires. $19,500 Firm
334-790-6410

Nissan 04 Xterra, Low Miles; 53,800 mi.
1-Owner, Excellent Condition. $10,995
334-714-2129 or 334-790-4167

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

MOTORCYCLES

=~ Harley Davidson 07
d Softail custom with ex-
&8 tras, 1,700 miles, $14,000.
¥ Call Dean 334-406-0043.

HONDA ’07 CRF-230F 4-STROKE ,$2500.
Honda CRF-80F ’07 $1500, Yamaha TTR50 '05
$750 334-718-5149

SPORT UTILITY

Chevrolet ’11 Tahoe LT, LOADED, White, All
Leather, Captain’s Chairs, DVD System, 3k
Miles. $39,500 Excellent Condition, LIKE NEW

334-714-7251

Ford *96 Explorer XLT , LOADED! 214K Mi.
$1900 334-400-3736

61 Massey Ferguson 50 Tractor
with front end loader $3800.

334-677-7748 or 334-803-7210

Chevy *92 Silverado , black, extended cab, 350
engine, automatic, runs good, $1500 850-209-
8323

__—_i Daewoo '98 220 LC3 Solar Ex-
cavator low hours, $40.000
334-792-7552.

Dodge 02 Ram: Black Quad cab, V8,4 x 4,5.9
liter, New Engine, new supsenion, shocks,
tires, and brake, and 20” rims.
Price to Sell $10,000. Call 850-272-2713
International Tractor F1466 145HP diesel,

red in color $5000. 334-898-7995 or

305-343-9790 (2761 Coffee Springs Rd. 36318)

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

Ford 08 Kings Ranch F150: Stone green with
saddle leather interior, 4 door, fully loaded,
heated seats, fiberglass bed cover, sprayed in
liner, new tires, 45k miles, running board, bug
sheild, Service record available.

$29,900. Call 334-618-7682

Ford ’77 F150: Gray, 4WD, standard trans.,
good condition, 2 owners, clean title.
$3000. Call 334-447-5316

WANTED AUTOS

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!
Hangen's 24 Fowr [owing

AUTO BODY & RECYCLING
PAYING TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK CARS

FORD ’89 F150, 4wh, 4x4
=" Auto, $4,600 or reasonable
y offer. Call 229-334-8520.

Isuzu FTR 02 white in color 24ft. box truck with
approx. 140K miles. Good shape $14,900. OBO
Call: 334-299-0300.

Tractor, Kubota 5000, 50 HP, 183 Hours, with 6’
Bushhog & 20X7’ Trailer. $14,250 334-699-2346

Tractor, M9000 Kabota with Cab, air, radio, 675
hrs, exc. cond. $21,900 also: Round Hay Baler,
535 John Deere, $5,750 850-209-5694/850-593-
2213

Mercury *01 Villager A/C - AT 133K mi. “

very clean $3800. Exc. Cond.
334-803-7210 or 334-677-7748

Pontiac '04 Montana Van: Silver metallic with
gray interior, extended body, 46k miles, one
owner, New tires, front and rear AC, power
seats, power side door, CD/radio with XM,
cruise control, and much more. Clean and in
very good condition. Never WRECKED!

Price to Sell. $9,250. Call 334-333-0863

Contat Jason Harger at 334-791-2624
Call for Top Price for
Junk Vehicles

2 .2
| also sell used parts

24 HOURTOWING = 334-792-8664 4=

Got a Clunker
We'll be your Junker!

We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

325. & up for
Complete Cars CALL 334-702-4323

§x We buy Wrecked Vehicals
running or not $325. & up according to
vehical 334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714
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Home: “We can’t be happ1er to be here at Fort Drum’

Continued from Page B1

tracking them for long periods of
time from high altitudes with its
camera system.

The MQ-9 has flown overseas
since November 2009, and now,
thanks to the airspace around Fort
Drum, it has the capability to fly
domestically.

“We have a very important mis-
sion we’ve been assigned by the
Air Force, and that is to train pi-
lots and sensor operators to fly the
MQ-9,” Bradley noted.

The “soul of the airplane,” or the
sensor pod, has low-light (level)
television capability, electro optic
and infrared, which has the ability
to take a picture with full-motion
video and turn that nighttime scene
into a monochromatic daytime
scene.

The pod has the ability to guide
laser weapons, allowing the air-
craft to shine a flashlight — which
can only be seen with night vision
goggles — on the ground.

On average, the Air Force has
been flying the aircraft about three
times per week at Fort Drum.

PHOTO BY JENNIFER M. CAPRIOLI

Tech. Sgt. Cole Shebat participates in an MQ-9 demonstration Nov. 17 at Fort
Drum’s Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield in New York.

“These are not demonstration
flights. These are actual flights that
are utilized for training,” Bradley
said, noting they are training stu-

dents how to employ the aircraft.

During flights, they will practice
the skills required for pilots and
sensor operators in combat.

“The training that can be ac-
complished up here, in training our
pilots, is like none other,” Murphy
said.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration allows the MQ-9 to be
flown in the restricted airspace at
Fort Drum and restricted airspace
access over Lake Ontario, located
west of Fort Drum.

Once in the airspace, the aircraft
can climb to above 18,000 feet and
can fly in and around Fort Drum.
They have been operating about 30
to 50 miles from Fort Drum.

“The fact that we have restricted
airspace collocated to this military
airfield is what allowed us to gain
permission from the FAA to get a
license to be able to take off and
land from this airfield,” Bradley
said.

Not only will the Air Force be
able to train with live weapons in
the impact area in and around Fort
Drum, but they also can fly above
18,000 feet over Lake Ontario
and perform maritime and coastal
training operations.

“We can’t be happier to be here
at Fort Drum and actually have a

chance to do our domestic flying
(and) to be able to train with the
(military members who) are here,”
Bradley said.

He noted the high value of the
training space, because they have
the opportunity to train over land
and water and during four seasons.

“We’re not always going to fight
in the desert. We need to learn how
to employ and fly this airplane in
varying weather conditions. This
is quite a laboratory that we’ve got
here,” Bradley noted.

“Fort Drum is very happy to
continue its partnership with the
New York National Guard, as well
as the 174th Fighter Wing. This is
a long-standing relationship. They
are not new faces here to Wheeler-
Sack, as well as downrange with
our Soldiers,” said Brig. Gen.
Harry E. Miller, special assistant to
the 10th Mountain Division com-
manding general.

“It is one team, one fight when
(the Soldiers) go over to Iraq or
Afghanistan,” Miller added. “So
Soldiers and Airmen working to-
gether seamlessly is what it takes
to accomplish the mission.”

Experience: ‘It makes me feel good knowing that we are helping out Soldiers

I

Continued from Page B1

Injured and in a burning
vehicle, Avila manned the
.50 cal machinegun. He said
he was only able to get off
three rounds at the insur-
gents before the heat from
the fire caused a round in the
weapon to explode.

As he started to climb out
of the vehicle a hand grenade
exploded from the heat and
peppered him everywhere.
When he got out he was on
fire and a Soldier from anoth-
er vehicle used a fire extin-
guisher to douse the flames.

“This is where you guys
come in. I’m laying there
and | hear two Black Hawks
coming in,” said Avila, who
sustained burns to 75 per-
cent of his body and had a
foot amputated. “I thought
‘that is the fastest medevac |
have ever witnessed’.”

But these were not mede-
vac helicopters. They were
on another mission when
they saw the smoke from
the burning wreckage and
changed their course.

see the smoke, people yell-
ing. My first reaction was to
check on my buddies.”

He then tried to find his
weapon, which had been be-
tween his legs, but couldn’t
find it or the door latch in
order to open the door and
engage the insurgents.

“The reason my weapon
wasn’t there was because it
had been torn to shreds and
the door was destroyed,”
said Fain.

“The medic got over there
right away and saved my
life,” said Fain. “The EFP
came up through my hip
and went out, but a lot of
shrapnel tore through my
insides.”

The medic was able to sta-
bilize him enough to get him
to the aid station at a nearby
base. Fain said, once there,
he started to have seizures
and the doctor knew he had
internal bleeding and needed
to get to the combat support
hospital in the Green Zone
immediately. But flying con-
ditions were poor and all air-
craft were grounded.

“This is where Aviation
saved me,” said Fain, who
had sustained internal inju-
ries and burns to his body
and despite the efforts of his
doctors his right leg was am-
putated. “That Black Hawk
crew took off anyway, by
himself, without his wing-
man, to come and get me. To
this day | don’t know who it
is; | really wish | knew who
itwas.”

They got him to the hospi-
tal where he was taken imme-
diately to surgery. Five days
later he joined Avila at Brooke
Army Medical Center.

While the doctors helped
Avila at Brooke, the Big Red
One Society helped his par-
ents. The BRO Society paid
to have his parents’ belong-
ings moved from Browns-
ville to San Antonio so they
could be there for him dur-
ing his recovery. They also
paid to have the family’s
Brownsville home renovat-
ed so it would be wheelchair
accessible when he was re-
leased.

Although being medeva-

ced was a critical moment
in their lives, both know this
was not the first time that he-
licopters played a vital role
in them being alive today.

Fain recounted to the
CAB Soldiers an incident
that happened shortly after
his unit had arrived in Irag.
They were on patrol and
were pinned down by insur-
gents, who were firing “from
every rooftop and every
window.” Apache helicop-
ters showed up and opened
fire on the buildings.

“l was so relieved when
they came,” Fain said. “If
they hadn’t come when they
did and did what they did,
who knows what would
have happened. A lot of us
could have gotten hurt, or
not be alive today.”

“This is why | wanted
them to talk to our leaders,
and tell us what aviation has
meant to them,” said Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Jim Thom-
son, the CAB’s senior enlist-
ed adviser. “We don’t always
get to see, or hear what our
actions have accomplished

because we are too busy do-
ing what we do.”

“It makes me feel good
knowing that we are helping
out Soldiers by doing our
jobs,” said Staff Sgt. David
Coody, an aircraft main-
tainer.

For  Capt.  Anthony
Leiding, being a medevac
pilot he has had several mis-
sions where he picked up
Soldiers wounded in com-
bat. Just as Avila and Fain
didn’t know who was flying
them to safety, Leiding said
that unfortunately he and
other medevac crews don’t
know the name of the in-
jured they are transporting,
or even if the Soldier sur-
vived after they get them to
the hospital.

“Having these guys here
lets us know what we are do-
ing is worthwhile,” Leiding
said. “It makes me feel good
knowing that when we de-
ploy, what we do does im-
pacts people beyond the
battlefield. They are able to
live healthy, productive lives
because of us.”

At the beginning of the
year, Avila and Fain returned
to the battlefield where they
had been injured four years
earlier. The wounded 1st
Infantry Soldiers took part
in the Troops First Founda-
tion’s “Operation  Proper
Exit,” a program aimed at
helping wounded warriors
find emotional closure.

On this return trip to Iraqg,
the pair saw changes in the
towns and on the streets
where they used to patrol.

“When | was there be-
fore, I wouldn’t have imaged
people being able to walk on
those streets like | saw them
doing in February,” said
Fain. “Flying at night is what
really got to me. All of Bagh-
dad was lit up and | actually
saw an amusement park with
a Ferris wheel going.

“Seeing all the changes
made me realize some-
thing,” said Fain. “All that
work, and all that hurt we
went through, and all our
boys that died over there was
for something, our sacrifices
were worthwhile.”

“They turned around and
came back to where we
were and they saw about
30-40 insurgents strapped
with RPGs (rocket propelled
grenade launchers), RPKs
(a machinegun), AK (as-
sault rifles)... you name it
they had it,” Avila said. “The
helicopters lit them up and
took them all out.

“l still don’t know who
the crew was, but they came
inand helped us out a lot.”

With the insurgents taken
care of by the flight crew,
Avila’s patrol headed back to
their base where he and the
rest of the guys were mede-
vaced to Baghdad’s Green
Zone. Three days later he
was in San Antonio, Texas,
at Brooke Army Medical
Center.

Alittle over a month later,
Fain caught a ride with a
convoy to Camp Taji to start
his journey stateside for rest
and recuperation. And like
Avila, he knew the route
they were taking.

“Our headquarters was at
Taji, so | had been on this
drive hundreds of time, |
knew the route,” said Fain, a
native of Columbia, S.C.

He got in the rear Hum-
vee because he knew all the
guys in that vehicle and had
figured “the first Humvee
always gets hit, the last one
never does.”

As they were driving
down the road he was scan-
ning the countryside outside
his window when his vehicle
was struck by an explosively
formed penetrator.

“And the next thing you
know, like that,” Fain said
as he snapped his fingers. “I
don’t remember hearing the
blast, seeing it or feeling it.

“When | cameto | realized
we had just been hit. | could
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Dianne Duncan, teacher’s aide, helps Fort Rucker Primary School students create apple cinnamon ornaments to be hung on the Christmas trees sent to deployed Soldiers, Dec. 1.

Overation Celebration

Kindergarteners send holidays to deployed Soldiers

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

The kindergarten teachers at Fort Rucker Primary School
taught their students the importance of showing thanks and
appreciation to deployed Soldiers Dec. 1 with Operation:
Celebration, an event to send holiday care packages to Sol-
diers spending their holidays on deployment.

The packages were sent Friday to Soldiers of the kinder-
garten Family members that are deployed in Afghanistan,
Egypt, Honduras and Iraq.

The event began last year when Katie Condon, kindergar-
ten teacher and organizer of the operation, decided that the
school should do something special for the Families of her
students that had deployed parents during the holidays.

“Thankfully, we don’t have any students with deployed
parents this year,” said Condon, “but we do have students
with other Family members that have been deployed.”

Condon organized the event with her class last year, but
for this year, decided she wanted more involvement.

“We did [Operation: Celebration] last year but only with
my class. This year we got the entire kindergarten in-
volved,” said Condon.

The event was being held in pods five and six at the pri-
mary school, where mothers of the students and other teach-
ers volunteered to come and help with the event.

Various stations were set up throughout the classrooms
where students, with the aid of the mothers and teachers,
could create the gifts to be sent overseas.

Some of the items they included in the packages were:

candy canes, flowers, handmade ornaments, small Christ-
mas trees, photos, stockings, quilts, cookies, wreaths, brace-
lets, necklaces, hats, headbands, handmade cards, Rice
Krispies treats with messages on them and other goodies
just to name a few.

Most of the items that the children prepared to send were
handcrafted items they created with the teachers and moth-
ers, mostly ornaments that could be hung on the Christmas
trees to be sent over with the packages.

“I think this is so important to do this because [the stu-
dents’] parents are in the military, serving our country, and

they will probably have to go overseas at some point,” said
Billie Griffith, volunteer and educational aid at Fort Rucker
Primary School. “It’s important for the children to show
appreciation and for them to understand what their parents
are doing.”

When the students were asked why they thought what
they were doing was important, Sebastian Scheurer, kin-
dergarten student at Fort Rucker Primary School, replied,
“The Soldiers over in Afghanistan don’t have ornaments
and gifts, so we have to make them so that they can have
them.”

The inspiration for the idea came from two books called
“Operation: Celebration” and “The Soldiers Tree,” in which
children send gifts to troops of the parents of classmates that
are deployed overseas.

“It’s really just about the kids giving back while the Sol-
diers are [deployed], risking their lives and sacrificing,”
said Condon. “It’s just nice to be able to give back to them
a little bit.

“We talked about what it’s like to be away from your Fam-
ily and how hard it is, so we asked the kids if they would
like to send [the Soldiers] a little love, and [the students]
were all about sending them a little love,” Condon added.
“That’s basically what inspired it and they love it.”

Dianne Duncan, volunteer and teacher’s aide at Fort
Rucker Primary School, was in charge of the station helping
students create apple cinnamon ornaments, out of clay, to be
hung on the trees to be included in the packages.

“They smell absolutely amazing and | had to make sure
to tell the students that these could not be eaten,” she said.

Art gala showcases local

By Erin Murray
Army Flier Staff Writer

Not every child gets the chance
to learn about quilting, ceramics
and wood burning in their free
time, but participants in the Ex-
perience, Develop, Grow and Ex-
cel, or EDGE!, program showed
that they have been learning
these skills and more during an
art gala Dec. 2.

The work of EDGE! partici-
pants was on display at the Fort
Rucker Arts and Crafts center
and parents and friends were in-
vited to learn more about the art,
artists and program that made it
all possible.

EDGE! is a free Directorate
of Family, Morale, Welfare and
Recreation program that pro-
vides youth with art, fitness, life

youth talent

have one-on-one assistance. My
only regret is that he hasn’t been
able to go even more often,” she
said.

Along with viewing the works
of art, attendants at the gala were
treated to refreshments and a
tour of the arts and crafts facility.
Each of the EDGE! participants
were also given a certificate of
recognition for their work.

“I’m going to do a lot more next
year, because it’s fun. This is the
first time 1’ve done something like
this. I like it because it gets me out
of the house and | can be creative.
I’ve learned a lot of techniques,”
said Courtnee Denton, who has
attended many EDGE workshops
along with her siblings.

She said that the program has
been fun, and that even those who
might not be naturally artistic can

skills and adventure activities.
The program is open to children
of active duty, retired military,
Department of Defense civil-

EDGE! participants, parents and instructors pose with their art works that have been produced during the program’s after
school events. EDGE! events will continue through December and January.

enjoy the lessons and friendships
made during the program.

“The children love coming to
EDGE! because they get to do

PHOTO BY ERIN MURRAY

ians and contractors, said Denise
Honeycutt, DFMWR partnership
specialist.

“EDGE! is a really great pro-
gram. It’s really exciting for
these kids. We wanted to show
off our awesome kids and all
that they’ve done this year,”
said Jenna Kisling, EDGE! pro-

gram assistant.

Included in the display were
paintings, sculptures, pen and
ink drawings and quilts made by
EDGE! participants during their
sessions since July.

One participant, Mark Jones,
explained that because of EDGE!,
he hoped to continue making art

even after he grows up.

“Art is one of my favorite
hobbies, so | joined the EDGE!
program. It’s really fun. I would
have never learned these things
without it,” said Jones.

Mark’s mother, Fiona Jones,
said that the program has been
great for her son, and it has also

allowed her to have some free
time when he’s at the arts and
crafts center.

“The staff is so helpful. They
welcome and encourage the chil-
dren. It enables the children to
explore art and go the direction
they want to go. The EDGE!
program has enabled him to

stuff that they wouldn’t usually
get to do at home. Plus, they
get to meet some new people,
have positive role models and
get a little independence,” said
Kisling.

For more information on
EDGE! and upcoming events,
call 255-0666.
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Santa visits
Families

Santa and his reindeer
will be making their way
to Fort Rucker for Picerne
Military Housing’s Milk
and Cookies with Santa
today from 5-7 p.m. at the
Rucker-Picerne  Partners
building located at 2908
Andrews Avenue.

Those attending can en-
joy a free picture with San-
ta, crafts, refreshments and
more. There will also be a
musical performance by
the students at Fort Rucker
Primary School at 4:30 p.m.
Families wishing to include
their pets are welcome to
visit Santa between 3 and
4p.m.

People can call their
neighborhood  office for
more information.

Big Breakfast with
Santa

The Landing Zone hosts
a Big Breakfast with Santa
Saturday from 9 am. to
noon. The breakfast buffet
will include eggs, bacon,
sausage, hash browns, pan-
cakes, toast, ham, biscuits
with gravy, assorted fruits,
cereal bars and other break-
fast items. Cost for a Family
(two adults and up to three
children) is $25, for adults
ages 13 and older is $10,
and for children ages 3-12
is $5 and children 2 and
younger eat for free. Chil-
dren may also have their
photo taken with Santa. The
event is open to the public.

For more, call 598-8025.

Character Dining

The Landing Zone hosts
Character Dining Tuesdays
from 4:30-8:30 p.m. Chil-
dren 12 and under eat free
from the Kid’s Buffet with
the purchase of an adult en-
trée, with limit of two per
adult. Character Dining is
open to the public.

For more, call 598-8025.

Christmas craft
activity

The Center Library hosts
a Christmas craft making
activity for children ages
3-11 Tuesday from 4-5 p.m.
Space will be limited to the
first 65 children present.
Light refreshments will be
served. There may be a spe-
cial visitor during the event,
so parents should bring
along their cameras.

For more, call 255-3885.

Newcomer's Welcome

Army community Service
offers its Newcomers Wel-
come every third Friday of
the month from 8:30-10:30
a.m. at The Landing, with
the next event taking place
Dec. 16. Active duty, for-
eign students, Army civil-
ians, and Family members
are all welcome to attend
the informative event to
learn about Fort Rucker.
A free light breakfast and
Starbucks coffee will be
served. For free childcare,
register children at the child
development center by call-
ing 255-3564. Reservations
must be made 24 hours pri-
or to the event.

For more, call 255-3161
or 2887.

Creative Social

The arts and crafts center
hosts creative socials every
third Thursday of the month
from 4:30-6 p.m., with the

The ‘Best Christmas Pageant Ever’

Members of Fort Rucker’s Above the Best Theater Group rehearse recently for an upcoming production of the “Best Christmas Pageant Ever.” The group performs the
play Friday from 6-8 p.m., and Saturday from 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. at the Spiritual Life Center. The event is free, and cookies and milk will be served. For more, call the
Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation at 255-3810.

x x 3
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next one Dec. 15. The so-
cial is for aspiring artists to
share ideas, inspiration and
resources, and also serves
as an opportunity to show-
case artists” work. The so-
cials are open to the public.

For more, call 255-9020.

Parent Support
Program

Army Community Ser-
vice’s Promotion Points
hosts a new Parent Support
Program from 9-11 a.m. at
the Early Childhood Activ-
ity Center, Bldg. 3705, on
Dean Street. These monthly
parenting education classes
are designed for Soldiers
and are held the first Friday
of every month, with the
next class Jan. 6.

For more information and
to register, call 255-3898.

EFMP information,
support

The Exceptional Family
Member Program invites all
active duty military Fami-
lies that have an exception-
al or special needs Family
member to the EFMP Infor-
mation and Support Group
meeting Jan. 10 from 9-10
a.m. at the Center Library
on Fifth Avenue. The topic
for the meeting is “Avail-
able Resources for Indi-
viduals with Special Needs
and Disabilities.” The meet-
ing and group are designed
to help let EFMP Families
know they not alone and
provide an opportunity
for them to learn and also
provide suggestions for fu-
ture topics for the support
group.

For information and to
register, call 255-9277.

Becoming a Love
and Logic Parent
Workshop

Fort Rucker’s Fam-

ily Advocacy Program
holds “Becoming a Love
and Logic Parent” classes
Thursdays from Jan. 12 to
Feb. 23 from 9-11 a.m. at
the Early Childhood Ac-
tivity Center, Bldg. 3705,
on Dean Street. Topics in-
clude raising responsible
children, instilling values,
problem solving and using
natural consequences as a
discipline technique. This
workshop is a seven-part
series. Participants must
attend all classes in order
to receive a certificate of
completion. The workshop
is open to active duty, re-
tired military, Department
of Defense employees and
their Family members. The
workshop will not meet on
holidays.

For child care informa-
tion and registration, call
255-3898 or 9641.

Winnie the Pooh
craft making

The Center Library cel-
ebrates Winnie the Pooh
Day Jan. 17 with a craft
making activity for chil-
dren ages 3-11 from 4-5
p.m. Space is limited to
the first 65 children to reg-
ister.

For more information or
to register, call 255-3885.

AFTB Level Il

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts Army Family
Team Building Level 1l
training Jan. 18-19 from
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at
The Commons in Bldg.
8950. Class topics include
communication skills for
leaders, leadership styles,
building cohesive teams,
managing group conflict
and more. Advance regis-
tration is required.

For registration and
childcare information, call
255-2382.

DFMWR

Spotlight

ARMY NAVY

Saturday, Dec 10th starting at 2:30 p.m.

THE RIVAL CONTINUES AS THE ARMY BLACK KNIGHTS TAKE ON
THE NAVY MIDSHIPMEN FOR GRID IRON GLORY. CATCH ALL THE
ACTION LIVE ON ONE OF OUR FLAT SCREEN TV'S. ENJOY
TOUCHDOWN SPECIALS AND DRINK SPECIALS STARTING AT
2:30 P.M. FOOD SPECIALS INCLUDE: HALF RACK RIBS, FRIES,
CHOICE OF BAKED BEANS OR COLESLAW $10; CHEESE PIZZA
$6. DINE IN ONLY.

Mother Rucker's Open to the Public Ages 18 & over
9th Avenue Ijl e
Phone 503-0396 | J) Soor Bar

www.ftruckermwr.com

FORT RUCKER MOVIE SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 8-11

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8

The Three Musketeers (PG-13) 7 p.m.

InTime (PG-13) ...cocoveeee. 7p.m.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
Puss In Boots (PG-13) ........ 7 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
Puss In Boots (PG-13) ........ 7 p.m.

| TICKETS ARE $4.50 FOR ADULTS AND $2.25 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY |.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. |
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FMWR, WWE team for troop tribute

Army Family, Morale, Welfare
and Recreation
Press Release

World Wrestling Entertain-
ment, Inc., the USA Network
and NBC will honor the men and
women of the U.S. Armed Forces
with the ninth annual holiday
special, “WWE Tribute to the
Troops” presented by Slim Jim.

The television program will
air as a two-hour special on USA
Network Tuesday from 7-9 p.m.
and as a one-hour special on
NBC Dec. 17 from 8-9 p.m.

Tribute to the Troops helps to
increase awareness of the Army
Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation brand. The event’s
sponsor, Slim Jim, will donate
up to $500,000 worth of products
to our troops in conjunction with
this event. Learn more at: http:/
www.wwe.com/shows/tribute-
tothetroops

In the tradition of Bob Hope,
the patriotic holiday special will
feature a variety of performanc-
es, including: Grammy award
winning R&B sensation Mary J.
Blige; multi-platinum rock band

Nickelback; comedian George
Wallace and WWE'’s biggest su-
perstars and divas.

Alyssa Campanella, Miss USA
2011, will make a special appear-
ance along with Extra’s Maria
Menounos, who will lace up her
boots and step into the ring for a
special “Diva’s Match.” The spe-
cial will also include messages of
encouragement and thanks from
various celebrities such as Mat-
thew McConaughey, Hugh Jack-
man, The Muppets, Robin Wil-
liams, Bradley Cooper, Nicole
Kidman and others.

This year’s event is being held
at Fort Bragg, N.C. WWE Su-
perstars and Divas will spend the
day prior to the live event visit-
ing with troops and Families.
WWE performers will partici-
pate in a Family 5k fun run/walk,
make appearances at two of Fort
Bragg’s fitness centers, host a
tailgate party with single Soldiers
and other activities.

WWE is proud to partner with
U.S. Army FMWR programs, to
expand entertainment and out-
reach efforts to Soldiers and their
Families around the world.

TT[I THETROOPS

Horoho assumes command of MEDCOM

By Shannon Carabajal
Army Medicine

FORT SAM HOUSTON,
Texas — When Army Chief
of Staff Gen. Raymond T.
Odierno passed the U.S.
Army Medical Command
flag to Maj. Gen. Patricia
D. Horoho during a cer-
emony at Fort Sam Hous-
ton Monday, the moment
marked two historic firsts
for the command.

Horoho became the first
woman and the first nurse
to command the Army’s
largest medical organiza-
tion. The MEDCOM is
organized into five major
subordinate commands and
five regional medical com-
mands, all united under the
MEDCOM  commander.
The command consists of
eight Army medical cen-
ters, 27 medical depart-
ment activities, numerous
clinics in the U.S., Europe,
Korea, and Japan, and 10
subordinate Army Medi-
cal Department commands
and agencies.

She succeeds Lt. Gen.
Eric B. Schoomaker, com-
mander since December
2007, who will retire in
January.

Horoho was promoted
to the rank of lieuten-
ant general and sworn in
as the Army’s 43rd Sur-
geon General Wednesday.
In that capacity, she will
serve as the medical expert
on the Army staff, advising
the secretary of the Army,
Army chief of staff and
other Army leaders and
providing guidance to field
units.

Horoho said she is hon-
ored by the confidence
Army leaders have placed
on her to serve as the 43rd
surgeon general.

“l am very excited about
being able to serve with
and serve for a team of
professionals who are in-
ternationally  renowned,”
she said.

She is also proud about
joining a long lineage of
past surgeon generals, go-
ing back to 1775.

“In every conflict the
U.S. Army has fought,
Army Medicine has stood
shoulder to shoulder with
our fighting forces, sup-
porting those who are put-
ting their lives on the line
to defend our freedom. It
is my honor to be able to
serve in this position and
carry on the strong tradi-
tion.”

Though she feels the
unique personal and pro-
fessional skills she brings
to the position are more
important than her gender
or career field, she said she
recognizes the significance

of her assuming the posi-
tion and the potential im-
pact it can have in encour-
aging professional growth
across Army Medicine.

“Some say that | am
cracking the glass ceiling,”
she explained. “lI would
submit that 1 am just the
next person that is pass-
ing through the crack that
has been opened by pio-
neers, leaders who came
before me, regardless of
gender, culture, race, or
creed. What | bring to the
job is not my gender, nor
my clinical discipline, but
my 28 years of experience
and education in the field
of healthcare.”

As Horoho looks forward
to the next four years, there
is much to do. The past 10
years have presented the
Army Medical Department
with a myriad of challeng-
es, encompassing support
of a two-front war while
simultaneously delivering
healthcare to beneficiaries
across the continuum.

She said plans to build
on the strong platform that
Schoomaker and the Army
Medicine team established.

“There are challenges in
front of us, but those chal-
lenges present windows of
opportunities, and this team
has the talent, drive and the
passion to shape the future
landscape that we have the
honor to deliver care,” said
Horoho.

Horoho was previously
dual-hatted as the U.S.
Army deputy surgeon gen-
eral and 23rd chief of the
U.S. Army Nurse Corps.
She has  commanded
Western Regional Medi-
cal Command, Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, Wash.;
Madigan Army Medical
Center, Joint Base Lewis-
McChord; Walter Reed
Health Care  System,
Washington, D.C.; and
DeWitt Health Care Net-
work, Fort Belvoir, Va.

The general holds a
bachelor of science in
nursing from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, and a master
of science in nursing as
a clinical trauma special-
ist from the University of
Pittsburgh. She is also a
resident graduate of the Ar-
my’s Command and Gen-
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www.redtoppharmacy.com
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Chinese & Korean Restaurant
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Daleville « 334-503-6717
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eral Staff College and the
Industrial College of the
Armed Forces where she
earned a second Masters of
Science degree in National
Resource Strategy.

She has earned many
awards and recognitions
throughout her career. In
1993, she was selected by
“The Great 100" as one of
the top 100 nurses in the
state of North Carolina. In
December 2001, she was
honored in Time Life pub-
lications for her actions at
the Pentagon during the
terroristattacks of Sept. 11,
2001. In September 2002,
she was honored as one of
15 nurses selected by the
American Red Cross and
Nursing Spectrum to re-
ceive national recognition
as a “nurse hero.”

MEDCOM PHOTO
Maj. Gen. Patricia D. Horoho receives the U.S. Army Medical Com-
mand colors from Gen. Raymond T. Odierno, Army chief of staff, at
the MEDCOM change of command ceremony at Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, Monday.

. First United
| Methodist Church

‘Traditional Worship Service
8:30 am & 11:00 am
Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

Here, it's not about the building...

8:45 am
The Gathering - Youth s B
5:45 pm
Sunday School
10:00 am
Nursery Care: During all services
217 S. Main St - Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467
efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

VINEYARD CHURCH

DOTHAN
Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 » 150 Bethlehem Rd
DOTHANVINEYARD.COM

Grace Baptist Church

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark's Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 and Parker Dr

Independent - Fundamental - Old Fashion Baptist

Where the Bible is still believed and preached
You may contact the church at 774-2311
Please visit our web site and click on
“Plan of Salvation”
so you can know Heaven as your eternal home
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com
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EpiscoraL CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY

Dec 4 - Harpist Diana
Lawrence
Dec 24 ~ Christmas Eve
Service - 10pm
Lessons & Carols,
Eucharist to follow

302 East Grubbs St  Enterprise
epiphany@centurytel .net
fpl.centurytel.net/epiphany-episcopal
Worship and Eucharist 10:30am

“Be ye followers of me, even as I also
am of Christ.” 1 Corinthians 11:1

Call 347-9533 to
advertise your church
on this page.
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Online shopping requires
security, precautions

By David C. Agan Jr.
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

Shopping online can be an attractive al-
ternative to the crowded malls, long check-
out lines and unruly mobs of shoppers that
have become regular fixtures of the mod-
ern holiday season.

Along with the convenience of buy-
ing presents from the warmth of a shop-
per’s home, however, comes the threat of
online scams and identity theft that could
sour the holiday cheer before New Year’s
Eve rolls around. However, there are some
easy ways people can protect themselves,
their money and identities while shopping
online.

“Safe online shopping starts with your
computer,” said Thomas Brindisi, Fort
Rucker Network Enterprise Center net-
work security manager. “Always keep it
updated with the most recent patches.”

Typically, computers automatically
download and install the latest security
patches and updates but people should
always manually check before they begin
making purchases online.

“There is never a better time to have anti-
virus, anti-malware and anti-spyware soft-
ware installed on your computer than when
you are about to enter personal informa-
tion on the Internet,” said Wes Hamilton,
Service Desk Supervisor for Fort Rucker.
“Current Department of Defense employ-
ees are authorized to download antivirus
products from the (U.S. Army Computer
Emergency Response Team).”

The ACERT website can be accessed at
https://www.acert.1stiocmd.army.mil/An-
tivirus.

Always make sure your Internet browser
is up to date, Hamilton said. You can nor-
mally find the ‘Check for Updates’ option
in your browser’s “Tools’ or ‘Help’ menu
items, so check regularly to ensure you
have installed the latest updates and secu-
rity patches.

Some browsers feature downloadable
filters or plug-ins that will warn people
if they attempt to visit a known phishing
site. For more information, enter ‘phishing
filter” or ‘smartscreen filter’ into a search
engine.

With the computer and browser fully up-

dated, it’s time to start shopping.

When it comes to buying online, shop-
pers should always be conscious of whom
they are doing business with. Make sure
you are buying from the right site, Ham-
ilton said. Looks can be deceiving — just
because it looks like the website you think
you’re on doesn’t mean that it is.

Avoid clicking links sent to email ad-
dresses because they might be links to
malicious phishing sites intent on steal-
ing credit card information. People should
manually enter the address into browsers if
they know what site they are looking.

Once the shopping cart is filled and it’s
time to checkout, take a look at the brows-
er’s address bar and look for a few signs
that indicate the payment information is
secure. Never give any personal or pay-

ment information to a website unless the
address starts with HTTPS. Most website
addresses (or URLS) begin with HTTP, but
the “S” in HTTPS is critical when it comes
to online shopping. The ‘S’ indicates that
the connection between the computer and
the website the shopper is buying from is
encrypted and secure.

The browser will also display a padlock
or similar icon as a clear sign the shopper is
visiting a legitimate, secured website.

Shop on a home network and never on
a public network. You never know who
is listening to wireless network traffic at
the local coffeehouse, so avoid entering
personal information when connected to a
public network, Hamilton said.

When it comes to payment methods,
credit cards typically offer the most con-

COURTESY GRAPHIC

sumer protection. Always use a credit card
over a debit card. Credit card transactions
are protected by the Fair Credit Billing
Act. This allows shoppers, under certain
circumstances, to dispute charges and tem-
porarily withhold payment while the credi-
tor investigates. It also limits liability in the
event of unauthorized charges.

Some credit card companies offer one
time numbers. These are credit card num-
bers that are good for one use only. Check
the credit card company’s website or call
the customer support line for details.

Be suspicious. People who have encoun-
tered a malicious website or have been a
victim of online fraud or identity theft,
should contact the state’s attorney general,
the Better Business Bureau or visit http:/
ftc.gov/complaint for more information.

Patent pending
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Custom Fit Diabetic Shoes!

1. A Major Breakthrough In Lacing System
Eliminates The Need For Lacing Up

Broathable Upper With Stretch
Protective Lining

The ultimate salution for peapls, who have difficulties tying laces

ORT FeeT www . orthofeat.com

1110 N. Boll Weevil Circle « Suite G

(behind Mellow Mushroom)
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Covared By
Medicare

BOD-524-2845

TROJAN
HOME MEDICAL

People You Know, People You Trust

308-1355

Pick-of-the-litter

Meet Aubie, a 5-month-old male hound mix. He is friendly and calm. It costs $81 to adopt him, which includes neutering, a microchip
and heartworm testing. For more information on animal adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
facility needs donations such as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. Dona-
tions can be dropped off at the veterinary clinic or the commissary. Visit the Fort Rucker stray facility's Facebook page at http://
www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates on the newest animals available for adoption.
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TRIUMPHANT CROSS
LUTHERAN CHURCH

e
YOUR OME STOP PERFORMANCE SHOP

BOTTLES

DOTHAN RACE SHOP
Brings To The Wiregrass
The DYNOJET 224X

Light of the World Ministry
Church of God In Christ

We are a “family friendly, family focused”
church where great emphasis is placed on con-
necting and forming great relationships. We are
an all-inclusive congregation and we welcome
all who desire to worship with us, we provide an
environment that's open and biblical. “The Light”
is @ Christ-centered church that fully believes in
the teachings of Christ.

Our ministries focus on every aspect of the fam-
ily... youth, women and brotherhood. We are in
partnership with the Dale County 211 Emergency
Assistance Program and consider it a great privi-
lege to serve those in need.

We Carry A Full Range Of

A/N Fuel Fittings, Hoses,

Holley Carbs, Accessories,
Race Fuels, Safety Equip., Slicks,
Tuning Software, & Much More!

i » 4 We Consign Used High
HOOSIEE eavomancerons  AADD)

RACING TIRE

DYNO NIGHT Oct. 22
STARTS AT 4:00 - UNTIL

e - [} ”. T 5
Sunday School 8:45am e Worship 10:00am
Grace Based ¢ ELCA Congregation
2643 Murphy Mill road

Dothan, AL 36303
334-671-8282
http://triumphantcross.net/

ery Sunday morning 9:00 am to 9:40 am. We are
located at 1366 Hwy 84 East, Daleville, Alabama
- across from Karl's German Bakery and may be
reached at 334-598-4778 or 334-503-9935.

See you Sunday!

2568 Ross Clark Circle « Dothan, AL
(Located between Lowes & Harley Davidson)

www.dothanraceshop.com 334-699-8009
There’s A New Speed Shop [h Town!
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Soldier establishes unique bond with NFL team

By Staff Sgt. Megan Garcia
Army News Service

BALTIMORE — On Thanks-
giving Day, the American pub-
lic watched as brothers John
Harbaugh, Baltimore Ravens
head coach, and Jim Harbaugh,
San Francisco 49ers head coach,
competed against each other,
pinning two head coach siblings
together for the first time in Na-
tional Football League History.

What the American public did
not see was a different brother-
hood taking place on the side-
lines, one between Sgt. Dontae
Skywalker and the 49ers.

Skywalker currently serves in
the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment
(The Old Guard) as a Tomb
Sentinel at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, Va.

The Tomb of the Unknowns is
a monument dedicated to Amer-
ican servicemembers who have
died without their remains being
identified. Sentinels remain vig-
ilant 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, as they walk the sacred
memorial site of the Unknown
Soldiers despite all weather
conditions.

Last month, the 49ers visited
the tomb where they met Sky-
walker for the first time.

“I was immediately impressed
meeting him at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldiers,” said Har-
baugh. “What | witnessed was
a commitment to excellence.
That’s something we know
about in terms of football.”

John Feuerborn, recalling his
brother-n-law’s reaction, ad-
mitted Harbaugh was definitely
touched.

“That day | remember Jim
saying, ‘I’ve got to name a play
after him,”” said Feuerborn.

The “Skywalker” pass play
made its debut appearance
against the New York Giants,
Nov. 13, earning the 49ers 16
yards in the third quarter. Re-

Only one kind of auto'l
earned once, but may be handed "
down from generation to generati

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. MEGAN GARCIA

Sgt. Dontae Skywalker, Tomb Sentinel, 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard), gives San Francisco 49ers guard, Mike lupatu, a good luck hand slap prior to the
Baltimore Ravens vs. San Francisco 49ers game Nov. 24 at the Manufactures & Trade Bank Stadium in Maryland.

flecting on that monumental
moment, 49ers wide receiver,
Ted Gin Jr., said he felt privi-
leged.

“It was great to have that
name on it, knowing what it
meant when | caught that ball,”
said Ginn Jr. “Skywalker really
had an impact on us when we
met him. In the 20 minutes he
spoke to us, I learned a lot about
the Army. We don’t lay our lives
on the line like these guys do.”

Four days after the game, Jeff
Rodriguez, 49ers security coor-

%

dinator, lost his dear friend, Jim
Capoot. Capoot, a Vallejo, Ca.
police officer, was killed, Nov.
17, during a foot pursuit of bank
robbery suspects. Capoot also
served as a U.S. Marine.

“Because of Skywalker, | was
able to lay a wreath at the tomb
for my friend,” said Rodriguez.

Laying a wreath in honor of
the Unknowns is one of the most
honorable ways to pay tribute to
a fallen comrade.

Because of  Skywalker’s
growing relationship with the

sura
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49ers, he was invited to attend
the Thanksgiving game.

“It’s an honor to have Sky-
walker with us,” said 49ers of-
fensive tackle Alex Boone, re-
membering his own brother’s
service as a former Marine in
Iraq in 2005.

“[Skywalker] is like family
to us,” Boone said, prior to the
start of the game.

“It felt great spending my
Thanksgiving with the team and
being intimately involved with
them on the sidelines. They

don’t treat me like I’m a visitor,
but like I’'m really one of them,”
said Skywalker.

In a little over three weeks,
there’s no denying Skywalker
has found an unbreakable bond
with the 49ers team and staff.

“In a very short time, he’s
somebody who we know cares
about us and we care about him
as a person and what he does for
our country,” said Harbaugh.
“He’s somebody that we look
up to. It’s been an honor for us
to share our sideline with him.”

-

-

At USAA, our commitment to serve the financial needs of our military, veterans who
have honorably served and their families is without equal. It's why we save members
$450 a year on average' when they switch to USAA Auto Insurance.

Begin your legacy. Get a quote.

rance | 800-531-3550

Insurance Banking Investments Retirement Advice

We know what it means to serve?®

'Average Annual Savings based on countrywide survey of new customers from 10/1/09 to 9/30/10, who reported their prior insurers’ premiums when they switched to USAA. Savings do not apply in MA.
Use of the term “member” does not convey any legal, ownership, or eligibility rights for property and casualty insurance products. Ownership rights are limited to eligible policyholders of United Services Automobile Association.
The term “honorably served” applies to officers and enlisted personnel who served on active duty, in the Selected Reserve, or National Guard and have a discharge type of “Honorable”. Eligibility may change based on factors
such as marital status, rank, or military status. Contact us to update your records. Adult children of USAA members are eligible to purchase auto or property insurance if their eligible parent purchases USAA auto or property
insurance. Automobile insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, USAA County
Mutual Insurance Company, San Antonio, TX, and is available only to persons eligible for P&C group membership. Each company has sole financial responsibility for its own products. © 2011 USAA. 124912-1111
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Montgomery Zoo
Press Release

The Montgomery Zoo’s 20th
annual Christmas Lights Festi-
val began Dec. 1 and continues
throughout the month to let visi-
tors see the park and the animals
in a different light.

The Christmas Lights Festival
continues today-Dec. 11, and Dec.
15-31, as the zoo comes alive
with a fantasy wonderland of
holiday displays from 5:30-9:30
p.m. nightly. Families can stroll
through the zoo or take a ride on
the miniature train to see the holi-
day lights located throughout the
Z00.

Additionally, the zoo features
a 22-foot “Singing Christmas
Tree.” Visitors can watch as the
Christmas tree’s lights are syn-
chronized to various holiday mu-
sic selections. Families can also
enjoy horse rides nightly and get
the opportunity to have their pho-
to taken. Additional fees apply
for this activity.

The lights will illuminate the
night as the Montgomery Zoo dis-
plays some of the most spectacular
light displays in the River Region
area, according to zoo officials.
The displays include an animated
riverboat with moving paddles, a
snowball fight with two children
throwing snowhballs at each other,
a “Beary Christmas” featuring
bears eating from a honey pot
with animated bees, Santa’s Toy

Factory with the elves making

toys, a larger-than-life Teddy bear,
the singing frog tree and more.
The Zoo’s miniature train will
transport visitors around the park
to view these spectacular light dis-
plays.
The Christmas Craft Corner

located at the Overlook Café will
be open nightly through Dec.
23 for Families to make holiday
keepsakes. A fee is required to
participate in this activity. Local
schools, churches and civic orga-
nizations from River Region will

provide entertainment each night
at the Overlook Café starting at
6:15 p.m.

Santa will be present nightly
until Dec. 23 to hear children’s
Christmas wishes. Santa’s hut is
located in the breezeway near the

train depot, and parents are wel-
come to get photos made of their
children with Santa for a fee.

The Montgomery Zoo’s Over-
look Café will offer refreshments,
sandwiches, hot meals, hot choco-
late and coffee. The Zoofari Gift

Shop also provides an opportunity
for people to purchase a variety of
gifts to fill out Christmas lists.
For more information or to
check admission prices, call the
zoo at 240-4900 or visit http:/
WWW.montgomeryzoo.com.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, E-MAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — Andalusia Public Li-
brary offers free practice tests. Patrons can
choose from more than 300 online tests
based on official exams such as the ACT,
SAT, GED, ASVAB, firefighter, police
officer, paramedic, U.S. citizenship and
many more. Patrons may select to take a
test and receive immediate scoring. Call
222-6612 for more information.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of
Commerce meets the second Wednesday
of each month at 11 a.m. at the Chamber
of Commerce office in the Daleville Cul-
tural and Convention Center. For more
information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

FEB. 18 — The Southeast Alabama
Community Foundation hosts its an-
nual half marathon at Flowers Hospital.
SACF’s half-marathon raises funds for
grants given to organizations that provide
services to Coffee, Dale, Geneva, Henry
and Houston counties.

For more information, visit www.sacf-
halfmarathon.org.

ONGOING — The Wiregrass Museum
of Art hosts First Saturday Family Day
the first Saturday of every month at 10:30

a.m. Children and parents will learn about
color, shape, texture and different types of
art such as painting, drawing and collage.
The event is recommended for elementary
aged children. For more information, visit
wiregrassmuseum.com or call 794-3871.

ENTERPRISE

DEC. 17 — The College Street El-
ementary Choral Cats hosts Pancakes
with Santa breakfast at the Enterprise City
Schools Service Center from 7:30-10 a.m.
The breakfast raises money for a trip to
a choir festival. The price of the break-
fast is $7 and includes pancakes, sausage,
grits, eggs and a drink. For more informa-
tion and to purchase a meal ticket, call
Christina Pearson at 464-1405 or email
cknp1220@gmail.com.

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY — St.
Luke United Methodist Church in Enter-
prise will host its 19th annual Live Na-
tivity from 8-10 p.m. The performance is
provided free, as a gift to the community.

ONGOING — Enterprise State Com-
munity College holds classes to teach
English as a second language at the Fort
Rucker campus Mondays and \Wednes-
days from 9 a.m. until noon in Bldg. 4502,
Rm. 131.

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank.
For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited
to Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall,
1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING — Adult education classes
are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton
High School, 210 South Tyler St., Mon-
days and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m.

All classes are free for individuals 16
years old or older who are not enrolled in
public school.

Individuals must take an assessment test
prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for
more information.

OZARK

NOW THROUGH JAN. 7 — Dale
County Council of Arts and Humanities
sponsors an art show entitled “Shaping
My Thoughts,” featuring works by Bev-
erly West Leach at the Ann Rudd Art Cen-
ter, 144 East Broad Street in downtown
Ozark.

FEB. 16-18 — The Ann Rudd Art
Center will hold a stained glass class

from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. taught by John
Hogarth. The fee for the class is $175.
For more information call 774-7322.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited
to the Cross Country Workshop every
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United
Methodist Church.

For more
983-3064.

information, call

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City
Council meets monthly on the first and
third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Sam-
son Community Center.

ONGOING — American Legion
Post 78 meets monthly on the second
Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust
Company sponsors senior dance nights
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex.

The complex is transformed into a
dance hall and features music from the
40s, 50s, and 60s, finger foods, and re-
freshments.

For more information,
Motes at 808-8500.

call Janet

Beyond

Green and Gray Saturday

The National Park Service hosts a free green living
program Saturday at 1 p.m. at Little River Canyon Na-
tional Preserve in Fort Payne.

For more information, call (256) 845-9605 or visit
www.nps.gov/liri.

Gadsden First Friday

The City of Gadsden hosts First Friday events down-
town the first Friday of every month from 5-9 p.m. Stores
stay open late into the evening and there is live enter-
tainment, special events, food, sales and local artists.

For more information, call (256) 547-8696 or visit www.
downtowngadsden.com.

Alabama Jammer Day

The Alabama Music Hall of Fame will honor Alabama
musician Sam Phillips’ 89th birthday Jan. 5 from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. This free event will have birthday cake and other
refreshments and the Alabama Jammer, a custom-made
Gibson guitar, will be officially turned over to the Hall of
Fame after a year of touring the state during the Year of
Alabama Music. For more information, call 242-4169 or
(800) 239-2643 or visit www.alamhof.org.

George Washington Carver Day
Tuskegee Institute National Historic Site, the National

Park Service and the Tuskegee University Archives will
commemorate George Washington Carver Day with a
ceremony Jan. 5

For more information, call 727-3200 or visit www.nps.
gov/tuin.

Red Nose Run

The city of Homewood will host a Red Nose Run ben-
efitting the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Ala-
bama from 6-11 a.m. There will be a 1-mile fun run with
Ringling Brothers clowns and Ronald McDonald and
participants can run or walk the 5k or 10-mile courses.
Participants also receive a goodie bag with coupons, cir-
cus tickets, and more.

For more information, call (205) 933-8911 or visit
www.rednoserun-bham.com.
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Panetta welcomes Army vet, dancing champion to Pentagon

By Cheryl Pellerin
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - Defense
Secretary Leon E. Panetta
hosted a multi-starred Pentagon
welcome for Iraq War veteran
and “Dancing with the Stars”
champion Jose Rene “J.R.”
Martinez Dec. 1.

Martinez, a former Army
infantryman who was severely
burned by a roadside bomb
in Iraq in 2003, also met with
Deputy  Defense  Secretary
Ashton B. Carter, Army Gen.
Martin E. Dempsey, chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and
other senior leaders, said Doug
Wilson, assistant secretary of
defense for public affairs.

“As Martinez made his way
down the corridor to Panetta’s
office,” Wilson said, “young
military aides, seasoned officers
and civilian assistants poured
out of offices to meet and
congratulate the ‘Dancing with
the Stars’ winner — who happily
accommodated every request for
a handshake or photo.”

During the brief visit, he
added, Martinez also shook
hands with Army Chief of Staff
Gen. Raymond T. Odierno,
former commander of U.S.
forces in Iragq, who made clear
his pride in Martinez asanational
symbol of the determination and
accomplishments of America’s
wounded warriors.

Martinez and partner Karina
Smirnoff were crowned
champions on the ABC
television program after a final

dancing competition against
other contestants Nov. 22 in Los
Angeles.

Panetta called Martinez on
Nov. 25 to congratulate him
on his victory and reiterate
his conviction that Martinez
stands as a testament to
wounded warriors’ strength and
resilience.

In 2003, Martinez was a
19-year-old Army infantryman
assigned to Company D, 2nd
Battalion,  502nd  Infantry
Regiment of the 101st Airborne
Division in Irag. He was driving
aHumvee there when the vehicle
hit a roadside bomb.

Martinez  suffered  smoke
inhalation and severe burns to
more than 40 percent of his body,
including his face and hands.

He was evacuated to
Landstuhl, Germany, and later
transferred to Brooke Army
Medical Center in San Antonio,
where he spent 34 months. He
has undergone 33 cosmetic and
skin-graft surgeries.

While in recovery, Martinez
began to visit other patients in
the hospital, sharing his story
and listening to theirs. Since
then, he has spoken to audiences
at corporations, veterans groups,
nonprofits and schools.

In 2008, Martinez landed
a role as an lraq war veteran
on the ABC soap opera, “All
My Children,” which led to
his “Dancing with the Stars”

PHOTOS BY GLENN FAWCETT

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, left, gets a dancing lesson from Army Iraq War veteran and “Dancing with the Stars” champion Jose Rene ‘J.R”” Martinez at the
Pentagon, Dec. 1. Panetta invited Martinez to the Pentagon to congratulate him on his win.

appearances this year.

Martinez described his visit
with Panetta for the Pentagon
Channel.

“It was really cool,” he said.
“There are a lot of important
things happening right now
outside J.R. Martinez, so for him
and everyone else on his staff to
take the time to meet with me
was a tremendous honor.”

To Panetta, Martinez said,
“Listen, I'm a Soldier, I’ll
always be a Soldier, and | want
to share the message from
whatever platform that | have.
As [the Defense Department is]
hammering out ways to take care
of our troops in different ways,
| want to be able to find a way
to express that to the general
public.”

Martinez said he never could
have imagined such a meeting
at the Pentagon back when he
joined the Army in 2002.

“It just goes to show that
things happen in life,” he said.
“As we continue to walk through
our life after the adversity,
our heads naturally are down
because we’re grieving through
that process.

“But it’s important for us to
pick our heads up through that
process,” the former infantryman
continued, “because then you
see opportunities, you see great
things that could potentially be a
new beginning for you.”

On Sunday, Martinez visited
Fort Campbell, Ky., home of

the 101st Airborne Division,
where he was stationed before
deploying to Iraq.

“I’ve been getting a lot of
military support throughout this
whole process of being on the
show,” he said, “so it’s important
for me when I’'m close to any
kind of base to go and visit
these troops and their Families
and say thank you, sign some
autographs, take some pictures
and just hang out.”

Martinez said he thought
meeting with his military friends
would be “a lot tougher” after
the “Dancing with the Stars”
win.

“l thought | was going to
get a lot of grief from my
military friends about wearing
rhinestones and ballroom shoes
with two-inch heels,” Martinez
said. “I thought | was going to
get a lot of grief from that, but
| guess they kind of left me
alone because they’re like, ‘He
actually can dance so we have
no way to mess with him.””

The feedback Martinez has
received from the troops “has
been overwhelming in a positive
way,” he said.

Troops have told him it’s great
to see a fellow Soldier succeed,
he said, and to see him use his
celebrity to be a voice for U.S.
troops and their Families.

Martinez’s  next celebrity
appearance is Jan. 2, when he
will serve as grand marshal of
the Tournament of Roses New

Army Iraq War veteran and “Dancing with the Stars” champion Jose Rene ‘J.R”
Martinez, right, talks with Army Chief of Staff Gen. Raymond T. Odierno at the

Pentagon, Dec. 1.

Year’s Parade in Pasadena,
Calif.
Martinez  said he’s also

working on a book and wants
to continue acting and doing
motivational speaking.

“I’'m booking myself a lot
right now to travel the country
and share the message of
perseverance and positivity and
faith,” he said.

Thoseactivities“worktogether
in a lot of ways,” Martinez said,
and provide a platform for

ORDNANCE DEPOT
GUN SHOP & INDOOR RANGE

8 Firing Points « 25 yd. Indoor Range
454 Hviy 84 E.
Dalevile, 36322
334-598-1101
Email: gahbb @aol.com

$5*
N2
(7\,

BUY « SELL *» TRADE

Tuesday - Saturday
10:00-5:30

Eemk

e

e Have a Family di-
saster plan and
supply kit.

e Build or identify a
safe room in your
home.

e Purchase and use
a NOAA weather
radio with a tone
alert feature. This

CLARK THEATRES

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com

MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531

ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT
(WITH ACTI\IDE MILITZARY 1D ) +1 Guest

For R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent

1 TWILIGHT SAGA:

Il THE MUPPETS- 26

ENTERPRISE

5 Wusct

)

393-2225

e Aches? tiness? Head, Che»

111 E. Collegegt. « Enterprise,

www.massageinenterprise.com
Pick up your holiday gift cards today!

EnTeRPRISE SHOPPING CTR

BREAKING DAWN- [€13
M-F 7:00 & 9:30 © S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:30

M-F7:00 & 9:10 » &S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:10

Wesrcare CenTer

Christmas Eve

Candlelight Service

Come Celebrate Our Savior’s Birth!

him to raise awareness about
U.S. servicemembers and their
Families.

“l have been able to be a role
model and a voice for a lot of
[troops] who don’t feel that they
have a voice for themselves,”
Martinez said.

“I’ve been able to be a source
of inspiration to the Families as
well,” he added, “to say good
things do happen and you’ve
just got to be patient and have a
great attitude.”
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By David C. Agan Jr.
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

It certainly didn’t look great on paper, but Week
14 ended up being quite an entertaining way to wind
down the 2011 regular season.

The No. 1-ranked LSU Tigers routed the No.
14-ranked Georgia Bulldogs in Atlanta to claim its
11th Southeastern Conference championship. It’s the
first time in recent memory that the SEC champion-
ship game has had zero bearing on the national cham-
pionship, which is ironic considering both teams vy-
ing for this year’s BCS crown are from the SEC.

No. 3 Oklahoma State did all they could to state
their case in the annual Bedlam game against No.
9 Oklahoma, unexpectedly clobbering the Sooners
in impressive fashion, 44-10. Unfortunately for the
‘Pokes, their victory didn’t impress voters enough
to catapult them ahead of the No. 2-ranked Alabama
Crimson Tide and into the Bowl Championship Se-
ries national championship game, so they’ll have to
settle for the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl.

If we’ve got to have a rematch between LSU and
Alabama for the BCS national championship, we can
only hope that it’s half as exciting as the inaugural
Big Ten championship game, a rematch between the
No. 13 Michigan State Spartans and No. 15 Wiscon-
sin Badgers.

Earlier in the season, Wisconsin’s BCS dreams
were derailed when Spartan quarterback Kirk Cous-
ins’ last-second Hail Mary pass gave Michigan State
the win, 37-31. In another wild and wooly finish,
Wisconsin took advantage of a running into the kick-
er penalty and ran the clock out to clinch the first-
ever Big Ten championship and their second straight
trip to the Rose Bowl.

So, we stand on the cusp of another long college
post season with but a single regular season game
left to play in the 2011 edition of college football.
There’s plenty of time to make predictions and
“what-you-need-to-know”-type discussions for ev-
erything from the Famous Idaho Potato Bowl to the
“I-can’t-believe-I’m-actually-watching-this”  Kraft
Fight Hunger Bowl between UCLA and lIllinois on
New Year’s Eve, and we’ll cover it all in next week’s
column.

This week, though, we’re going to focus in on that
final regular season game on the schedule. It is one of
the oldest, most traditional and most heated rivalries
in all of college football. It is a game that remains
unsullied by off-the-field malfeasance or other nasty
trappings associated with modern college football.
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It’s time for the 112th Army-Navy game.

Rivalries are the hallmark of great college sports.
When you grow up in the South, you learn very early
about some very old and very heated rivalries. As a
youngster, you hear about the rivalry game between
the Auburn Tigers and Georgia Bulldogs, the “Deep
South’s Oldest Rivalry,” which dates back to 1892.
There is also the battle for the Governor’s Cup be-
tween Georgia and their cross-state rival Georgia
Tech that dates back to 1893, a game often referred
to by its more colorful name, “Clean, Old-Fashioned
Hate.” And, of course, no discussion of rivalries
would be complete without at least a cursory men-
tion of the land’s most vitriolic rivalry, the Iron Bowl,
between Auburn and the Alabama Crimson Tide that
began its long and storied past in 1893.

Older than all of them, though, is the Army-Navy
Game. First played in 1890, the rivalry was intense
from the very beginning. Between the years of 1894
and 1898, the rivalry was reputedly put on hold after
a rear admiral and brigadier general nearly dueled
with pistols after a Navy victory.

Since then, there have only been a few years where
the two did not meet on the field. In 1909, Cadet Eu-
gene Byrne was injured during a game against Har-
vard and subsequently died from his injury. Army
cancelled the remainder of their schedule that year,
but the sport survived. World War | cancelled the
games in 1917 and 1918, and a few meetings in the
late 1920s were cancelled when the schools could
not agree on player eligibility standards.

Typically, the game is played in Philadelphia, a
location that is roughly the same distance from the
United States Military Academy at West Point and
the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md.
This year’s contest will be held at FedEx Field in
Landover, Md.

There have been times where the Army-Navy
Game has been referred to as the “game of the cen-
tury,” a term that we’ve heard quite a few times in
reference to the 2011 season. The Army-Navy ver-
sion, though, was back in 1945, when both Army and
Navy entered the game ranked No. 1 and No. 2, re-
spectively. But the landscape of modern college foot-
ball has drastically changed since those days. High
academic requirements, height and weight limits and
the obligatory military commitment have hampered
the USMA’s and USNA’s ability to remain competi-
tive on a national level.

But that has done little to diminish the level of
competitiveness between the two institutions. This
year, neither the Army Black Knights nor the Navy
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Midshipmen will finish the season eligible for a bowl
game. And after losing to Navy for the last nine years,
this is the final chance that Black Knight seniors will
have to beat the Midshipmen on the field.

Army Head Coach Rich Ellerson is putting less im-
portance on Navy’s current streak than some might
think, though.

“Whether the traditions, history or the recent
memories are positive or negative, they can all help
you in the lead-up to the game. They can all help
getting ready for practice tomorrow afternoon. But,
as we get closer to the game, put it on the shelf. It
doesn’t matter. All that matters is what happens the
next snap,” he said during last week’s Army-Navy
Press Conference.

The Black Knights are also looking to salvage
something of their season after going a disappoint-
ing 3-8 on the year. They’re ending the season win-
less on the road, where they were outscored 242-108.
Army did somewhat better when they played at West
Point this year, beating Northwestern, Tulane and
Fordham. Black Knight quarterback Trent Steelman
has been hampered by injuries for most of the sea-
son, but is expected to play this weekend.

Army actually leads the country in rushing yards,
but unfortunately for the Black Knights, a high per-
centage of the yards produced by their triple-option
attack have been while playing from behind. Navy’s
defense is ranked somewhere in the lower-half of the
nation’s rushing defenses, but, of course, the Mid-
shipmen offense also runs the triple-option; they
should be prepared to defend against it.

Navy hasn’t fared too well this season, either. Mid-
shipmen quarterback Kriss Proctor has suffered with
hand and elbow injuries for most of the season. Navy
will need to keep Proctor in the game if they expect
to enjoy any amount of success against the Black
Knights.

So what have we got on tap for this weekend?
On the face of it, you’ve got one game between two
teams who have losing records, spotty defensive
abilities and offenses that rely heavily on a ground
attack. Admittedly, that doesn’t sound like “must-see
TV,” but the Army-Navy Game is much more than
that. It’s about tradition. It’s about history. It’s about
two teams that will fight each other tooth and nail for
60 minutes, but embrace each other as brothers and
join together to defend those who threaten our nation
when the game is over.

Enjoy the Army-Navy Game this weekend. It’s
a uniquely American experience, and regardless of
what the final score is, we all win.

“Army;,hasitolhold onito the ball® It’s Army;sitriple-optioniagainst/Navy’s triple-option, andNavy;'s
defense should/know:whatithey’re upiagainst. Army;rushes\well butihas it limititurnovers ifthey’re

goingito break:Navy;s streak:

“Army/Navy? Many are doubting| the: mighty,Army:team! To  quote thelimmortal John Belushi:
“What? Over? Did youlsay “over”? Nothing is over untiliwe decide it is! Was'it.over,whenthe Ger-
mans bombed Pearl Harbor? (KHeck), no!* Army:31, Navy,28: Wirite it/down:*

“Picking Navy,would raise questions on my; values; specifically/ loyalty: Such a poor. decision,
couplediwithian/Armyavictory; would result inimy/personal composite risk‘management:score being
raised from “low” to “high;* and!l'know/ of; no' control measure to: lower: it. Therefore, “Go Army,
Beat Navy:* and for goodnessisake don’titurnithe ball over!*

“Armywill\win: The key:to Army:winning isifor,them tolhave more pointsionithe board atithe end

ofithe game!”

“Statistically; this'is'an almost-evenmatch up. Army, made key/turnovers:in| last year’s game to
handithe Midshipmenithe\win. This'year Army:gets the key/stopiand forces the key:turnover: to/beat

the Midshipmen. Army:24, Navy/20:*
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“The 68 Went like 117 “Fait —" 9 Alaskan 57 Dairy-case 108 Sgt. or cpl. one of the chief founders of the phi-
Wonder —" hotcakes 119 Ending for bear purchase 109 Like lemons losophy of Cynicism?
23 Guns n' 71 Apprehend “auction” 10 Shady 59 "Upstairs, 111 WWwWiII 7 I’[il-“]‘}{‘;" Wha witte the werds
Roses hit 72 Cumin or 120 Sought office character? Downstairs” admiral o ol . ¥ oy
26 — nous coriander 121 Penny or 11 Wahine's extras 113 Shorten a God’s in his heaven/ All’s right with
27 Soprano 73 Stretch the peseta wreath & 60 lC}melmtmlﬂl i _?r?li i the world™?
Gluck truth 122 Wron 12 Joe of “Dr. oop reat words s T e
28 " @ day's 74 Health 126 Architect Quinn" 64 Gulf 115 Desire 8. ART: For what type of work was
work” concern Saarinen 13 '62 Four 66 Most revo- deified the 16th-century artist Titian best
29 Sleuth Nancy 77 Billy Rose 129 Conductor Seasons hit &5 gtio?aw 116 ||-00k'ed| known?
31 Herriman's son Seiji 14 Glasses ivulge longingly L T T et (el
“Krazy —" 80 Orggn of 131 Aose 15 Dress size 70 — Lama 18 —a 9. MYT I!()l.(_i(uY, Who is the Greek
32 Mythical equilibrium McGowan 16 “Ramblin’ 72 Cocktail customer goddess of love?
monster 81 Poetic pot movie Rose" singer ingredient 123 Concerning 10. GEOGRAPHY: What is the
34 In flight B2 Reference 136 Murcia mister 17 Stage 74 It makes 124 Lightweight deepest lake in the world?
37 Adjective volume 137 Take — the backdrop candy dandy gun pest i !
suffix 83 Patriotic chin 22 Clockmaker 75 Austen title 125 Large . X
38 One of org. 138 Spring for Thomas start herring See Page D4 for this week’s answers.
“The Three 84 Prepare 139 Actress 24 Grocer's 76 “The Rose 127 Whirl
Tenors" prunes Ward measure Tattoo" 128 Christiania,
43 Rock's — & 86 Bar supply 140 Live on 25 Tearjerker? actress today
the Gang 87 Linguist lettuce 30 Vane letters 78 Christened 130 Affliction
44 Pine Chomsky 141 Bean on the 33 Gullet 79 “Elephant 132 Wolfram —
46 Kimono cum- 88 Scope aan 35 Perch Boy" star Eschenbach
merbund 90 Unbroken 142 Hope's “The 36 Run through 85 Wine and 133 Squid's ee
47 Interrogates 94 “Divine Prisoner of 38 Male swans dine squirt
49 Cranny's Comedy” —" 39 Help a hood 88 Moral man? 134 "Wings
companion figure 143 North 40 Formal 89 Stowe sight abbr.
51 Toomey or 96 Caroline, to Carolina ceremony 91 A swan was 135 Solo of : . ;
Philbin Ted campus 41 — blond her swain “Star Wars" by Linda Thistle
] 2 |3 |4 5 |8 [7 |8 |9 10 [11 |12 17 - 1 =
18 19 20 22
23 24 25 8 4 1
27 28 29| 6|2 8
3z 33 34 35 |36
38 |39 |40 41 |42 43 g 5 7
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 |53 2 1 3
54 55 |56 57 58 59 |60 61
62 63 64 65 66 67 5 6 2
68 69 |70 71 72 73 7 413
74 |75 |76 77 78 79 80 4 7 9
81 a2z a3 B4 85
86 a7 88 89 50 91 (92 |93 9 5 6
[54 95 96 97 98 29 [100 Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
357 202 53 103 705 706 that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
-m? 108 [109 110 111 12 113 [114 Aliribers from ona o Tins:
115 |116 117 118 119
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: *
(120 121 122 123 |124 [125 126 127 128
129 130 iER 132 (133 134 135 * Moderate * * Challenging
[136 137 138 139 * % % HOO BQY!
- 140 141 142 143 © 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
See Page D4 for this week’s answers. See Page D4 for this week’s answers.
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FIG.1 AWINTER PICNIC! S CXSHETAPE
§ ' Let's visi the foiks in 6 3 2 3 65 6 7 2757 3 8
Placa a nickal in the z  TT Flodide. i o0 Buzsle
center of a small 2 3l e p ; R RNSRCAGNEUDO OO
iaca of cardboard E i, iene. o 100X
pace v FLENEN| eight  picnic-related 5 3 5 485 4 35 481765
and balance it on the P ~ words. Below are hints
tip of your forefinger 2 o[111 g6t you thariad A NDTMNHAAOEKIDOATP
{Fig.1). ; ; é 7 There Is a dark frame B 2 6 5 2 47 4 2 4 7 4 6
Now try snapping the cardboard away with the | 2 Ll around one of the T E | E | ERCSHUDAS
fingers of your other hand, lsaving the coin | — columns in the grid, It
still balanced on your finger (Fig. 2). you comectly name all of the words asked for, the letters in this frame, 3 6 3 76 3237 2828
top to bottom, will spall out what you don't want on the way 1o a picnic. LEASMDIVEMGM.I
F DOODLE PICS! The two pictures shown here are g 1. Unimvited guests. ) 6 86 43 28423867
rﬂ F[F graphic presentations of familiar words, phrases £ 2. Good in or out of a sandwich, | V NRE I EGNNUUDN
: *  or names. You have one minute o identify both. £ 3. Can include almest anything good fo eat. B 'S 3 4 %7 373 2797
i 3 4 Serves as a table. P TEE DRUENRTE
. 0 PONOD Syl Lo UEKS 7 '00H0I PUNGKE ‘| ‘SIS ez |2 :- ﬁﬁ:jlg'::: """":]"n“ﬂ’ﬂ‘h“‘m eggs. U
. ’:n fon * HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
THE “L" PYRAMID! As you move down the word pyramid shown here, each E - aan umn your fun. m ge every day. It's anumerical le designedto spell
word contains the same letters as the word above it, plus a new letter, We give 3 8- A great picnic drink. ; puzz:
. p ] out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
you all the L's. Here are soma hints from the top down, & " .
1. Roman numaral 50. 2. Amusical tone ? number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
3. Afermented beverage. 4. Not imaginary. -LA z than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-

7. Sports TV laves them.

6. Why vampires hate Buffy.

8, Fresh water eels
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Bl 1, @ 5 oumd B 0f e By) uo e |uop nok
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to right.
checked figures give you.

Then read the message the letters under the
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Week 13: Team grades in after three quarters

ByJim Hughes
Command Information Officer

Many NFL coaches like
to look at the regular sea-
son as four quarters of four
games each.

As all teams hit the
12-game point of the season,
1’m going to give out grades
to the teams on how they’ve
done so far in 2011.

NFC East

Dallas — C-. They’re in
first place, but that has more
to do with the other teams in
the division than anything
the Cowboys have managed
to put together. Being their
own worst enemies could
cost them the division and
two big games coming up
against the Giants will tell
the tale if this season turns
into a D- or a B+.

New York Giants — C-.
The Giants are still in it, but
they turned a great situation
into a nightmare with four
straight losses. They have a
shot at a B+ if they beat Dal-
las twice.

Philadelphia — F. Dream
team goes all nightmare on
the City of Brotherly Love.
That love is in short supply
for the team and its coach,
Andy Reid, though.

Washington — D-. Noth-
ing was really expected
from the Redskins this year
and injuries sealed the deal
that they were going no-
where. Only a quick start
kept them from the Andrew

Luck sweepstakes.
NFC North

Green Bay — A+..duh.
Completely dominant the
first three quarters, and there
is no sign that will change
unless they decide to start
giving people time off to-
wards the end.

Detroit — C-. The Lions
have the talent to be a wild-
card team, but immaturity
and poor decision making
on the part of several of its
players is costing the team
too many games. Luckily,
the Bears’ imminent collapse
coupled with Atlanta’s diffi-
culties, a B is still in range
with a wildcard berth.

Chicago — B+. The Bears
were looking like a team
that might give the Packers
a run for their money until
Jay Cutler went down, fol-
lowed closely by the loss of
38 percent of their offense in
the form of one Matt Forte.
If the Bears manage to make
it to the playoffs despite all
that, I’'m giving them an A+.

Minnesota — D. The Vi-
kings should’ve gone with
Christian Ponder from the
start. It probably wouldn’t
have gotten the Vikings
many more wins, but it
would’ve given him more
experience — he looks like
a keeper.

NFC South

New Orleans — B+. The
Saints offense is in high
gear. The defense needs an
overhaul. A pretty easy last-

quarter schedule should help
them win the division. But
can they outscore the Pack-
ers? Doubtful.

Atlanta — D. The Fal-
cons generally win against
teams with losing records.
Against teams with winning
records...not so much. With
expectations high this year,
the Falcons have been a let-
down. A wildcard will only
getthemuptoaC.

Tampa Bay — F. The Bucs
were 10-6 last year and just
missed the playoffs. This
year they will be lucky to go
6-10. Maybe they should’ve
signed a free agent or two.

Carolina — C+. The Pan-
thers are about where they
were expected to be. | added
a plus because their future
is bright if they give Cam
Newton some talent to work
with...and a defense.

NFC West

San Francisco —A+. What
a turnaround from 2010, and
the 49ers clinched the divi-
sion in Week 13. If there is
a threat to the Packers, it is
this team.

Seattle — C-. The Sea-
hawks will likely finish with
about the same record as
last year, with the only dif-
ference being that there is
a team in the division with
a winning record. Nothing
much expected, and nothing
much delivered.

Arizona — D. Kevin Kolb
hasn’t paid the benefits
many expected. After losing

six straight, they recently re-
bounded to go 4-1, but, still,
5-7 is below expectations ina
weak division.

St. Louis — F They may
have two more wins than the
winless Colts, but they look
twice as bad.

AFC East

New England — B+. They
look quite mortal this year,
but with four straight wins,
they’re virtually a lock for
the AFC East crown and
probably a first-round bye.

New York Jets — D. The
Jets have to do it the hard
way again as they have been
in do-or-die mode for two
weeks now. Good thing they
have practice at it because
they need all the help they
can get to get a wildcard.

Buffalo — C-. Looked great
early with a soft schedule, but
once the schedule hardened,
the Bills came back to reality,
lost five straight and have a
pretty tough schedule.

Miami — C-. After a dismal
start, the Dolphins are now
a team that terrifies you if
they’re on your schedule and
you’re trying to accomplish
more than win the Andrew
Luck Sweepstakes. They’ll
have a great chance to ruin
the rival Jets” season in the

last week of the season.
AFC North
Baltimore - B+. After

trying to throw their season
away with a loss to Seattle,
the Ravens have corrected
course and look like the team

to beat in the AFC. A cream
puff schedule in the last
quarter should help them se-
cure a first-round bye.

Pittsburgh — B. The Steel-
ers look great against just
about everyone but the Ra-
vens. But giving the Ravens
all the tiebreakers, awildcard
seems to be their destiny.

Cincinnati — A. They
might not make the playoffs,
and they struggle against the
Steelers and Ravens, but no
one could’ve predicted a
good season from the Ben-
gals when the season started
— overachievers are hard to
find in the NFL.

Cleveland — D. Not much
to say about the Browns oth-
er than, “Ugh.”

AFC South

Houston — A+. The Tex-
ans turned their 30th-ranked
defense from a year ago into
one of the best this year,
have overcome numerous
injuries, and now are try-
ing to finish out down a star
wide receiver (again) and
the first- and second-string
quarterbacks. Last week’s
win over Not-So-Hotlanta
gives cause to believe Hous-
ton can do it.

Tennessee — B+. Up and
down, up and down and still
in the playoff hunt. A wild-
card berth looks possible, es-
pecially since Chris Johnson
has quit counting his money
and is running the ball effec-
tively again.

Jacksonville — D-. Dismal

year for the Jaguars.

Indianapolis — A+. With
Peyton Manning out for the
year, the Colts wisely chose
not to wallow in mediocrity
and went right for epic fail-
ure. That failure, though,
will result in a draft pick that
could turn into a franchise
quarterback in the form of
Andrew Luck — theoretically
preparing Indy well for Man-
ning’s eventual retirement.
AFC West

Denver — A. Not an A+
only because they wasted so
much time with Kyle Orton
before just embracing Tim
Tebow-mania, who’s gone
6-1 since taking over starter
duties. A division champi-
onship is looking more and
more likely.

Oakland — B. A year of
great adversity and a lot of
inconsistency, but the Raid-
ersare still in the hunt for the
division title. It’s a toss-up
on if it will be the Raiders or
the Broncos.

San Diego — F. On paper,
they should be like 9-3, but
on turf, they’re 5-7.

Kansas City — D. A lot of
injuries in key positions —in-
cluding the inability to keep
anyone not named Tyler
Palko upright at the QB po-
sition. The Chiefs have done
little to overcome them.
Three losses, four wins, four
losses, a win, and with their
remainder of schedule, the
rest could be four losses and
afirmF
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MISTLETOE 5K
The Fort Rucker

-
“d A=4

ness Facility hosts the Mistletoe
5K Saturday with registration from
7:30-8:45 a.m. and the run starting
at 9 a.m. The free 1-mile fun run is
open to all children and will begin
after the 5K race is completed. Each

(each additional person pays normal
registration fee, includes shirt); and
$25 (with shirt) per person. People
who did not preregister will receive
T-shirts while supplies last. Refresh-
ments will be provided. The event is
open to the public.
For more, call 255-3794.

Physical Fit-

Fun Run participant will receive a
medal. Costs are $12 per person (no

ARMY VS. NAVY

Black Knights take on the Navy Mid-
shipmen for gridiron glory Saturday.
Mother Rucker’s will have all the ac-
tion, along with touchdown specials
and football mania starting at 2:30
p.m. Food specials include a half rack
of ribs, fries, beans or slaw for $10.
People can also enter for a chance to
win an Army jersey.

For more, call Mother Rucker’s at

PREVENT CHIMNEY FIRES!

Get your chimney cleaned by a professional!

Chimney fies are very dangerous and need o be cleaned once & yea,
Call NOW to get your chimney cleaned today!

Davis Chimney
Sweeps _

334-398-2662

We do cleaning, repairing and waterproofing,

PRO V1 & PRO Vix
$39.99 DZ

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

Now through Dec. 31st

7,

GIFT

S shirt option); $100 for teams of eight The rivalry continues as the Army  503-0396.
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. The “Harry Potter” books MP ALIINSYO DD
2. Fear of dreams (1P A sialain] ;;‘;!
3. *Rear Window™ [uTRTN sia nflls]
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EDWIN WATTS GOLF
GARDS

AVAILABLE IN ANY DENOMINATION

R11 DRIVERS
WAS $399.99

Now $299.99
2.0 DRIVERS
WAS $239.99
Now $199.99
New Low Prices

on all RTl Series and
2.0 Woads & Hybrids

WA $799.99
NOW §399.99

4AADAMSGOLF"

IDEA TECH Ad0S-R
GRAPHITE 4-PW, GW

%7

HOLIDAY

Sat., Dece
Huge Savings *

GIFT SHOW
mber 10th *1 ol-s
Expert Gift Giving Advice
Great Selection

————

DOTHAN

6] |4

175 Jones Drive ¢ 334.792.0055
Mon-Sat 10-6 * Located by Wiregrass Commons Mall

edwinwattsgolf.com
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2011 Ford
Ranger 4x4

$4500 Factory Rebate
51000 Trade Assist Factory Rebate**

$5500 TOTAL FACTORY REBATE

ST

Ford Taurus

52500 Factory Rebate
5500 Trade Assist Factory Rebate**

$3000 TOTAL FACTORY REBATE
OR $500

& 0% FOR

a‘\ 72 MONTHS

L

Ford Edge

52000 Factory Rebate
51000 Ford Motor Credit Rebate*
51000 Trade Assist Factory Rebate**

$3500 TOTAL FACTORY REBATE

Enterprise

ED SHERLING

Ford Escape

52500 Factory Rebate
5500 Trade Assist Factory Rebate**

$3000 TOTAL FACTORY REBATE

* Ford F150 XLT

$3000 Factory Rehate

S1000 Ford Motor Credit Rebate*
>1000 Factory Rebate 5.0 Liter V-8
51000 Trade Assist Factory Rebate**

$6000 TOTAL FACTORY REBATE

Ford Ranger

54500 Factory Rebate
1000 Trade Assist Factory Rebate**

$5500 TOTAL FACTORY REBATE

805 Glover Ave ~ Enterpnse
334 347.2245 « www.edsherlingford.com

*Ford Motor Credlt Finance Required not all customer may qualify. ** Ford Trade Asst. Must be a 95 model or newer and must show ownership of
60 days or more.***0% equals $13.84 per $1000 financed 72 months. Rebates end 1-2-12.
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