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State-of-the-art youth center opens

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Fort Rucker ended overcrowding is-
sues and opened up numerous opportuni-
ties for its teen community when it cut
the ribbon and began operating the new
youth center on 7th Avenue Friday.

The 22,500-square-foot building is one
of pure activity that is one-of-a-kind for
the local area, according to Pam Wil-
liams, Fort Rucker Child, Youth and
School Services coordinator.

“There is nothing like it in our area,
and probably nothing like it in even cities
like Montgomery. It is just amazing. The
children have been talking about the cen-
ter opening non-stop—they are so excit-
ed. There is so much room for individual
growth here,” she said.

The new facility includes a full gym-

door lounge, a common area, a technol-
ogy lab, an arts and crafts room, an inter-
active physical fitness room, a homework
center and an entertainment center.

“The interactive physical fitness room
will be all the latest technology for keep-
ing teens fit and healthy. We have new
abilities in the entertainment center as
well. Teens can compose and record on
the sound and vocal booth,” she said.
“The demonstration kitchen is just amaz-
ing, too, because teens can learn how to
cook and be safe in the kitchen.”

The center is for teens ages 11-18, with
the total cost of the building being more
than $6.5 million dollars with an addi-
tional $750,000 in furnishings.

The overcrowded school age center
held multiple instructional programs such
as the Schools of Knowledge, Inspiration,

Exploration and Skills program and

nasium with a rock climbing wall, a teen
lounge, a demonstration kitchen, an out-

SEE CENTER, PAGE A5  center Nov. 30.
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Local youth play a game of pool while parents, the command staff and civilians explore the new youth
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First graders Scott Allen and Caiden Mellott make a thumbprint reindeer ornament for deployed Soldiers Nov. 29 at the primary school.

Operation Celebration provides
Christmas cheer for Soldiers

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Recognizing that many Soldiers do not get to spend
the holidays at home with their loved ones, students at
Fort Rucker Primary School put some holiday cheer in
a box to lessen the holiday blues that some deployed
Soldiers may feel.

The program begins each season with the reading of
the book “Operation Celebration,” where the children
in the book send Christmas favors, cards and gifts to de-
ployed fathers. Then each Fort Rucker classroom mim-
ics the manuscript, said Katie Condon, kindergarten
teacher at the primary school who began the program
locally two years ago.

“The children will decide as a class what types of
things they want to make and send to the Soldiers that
will be away during Christmas. We always make the
gifts and [the children] all try to personalize each one,”
she said.

The program grew last year when all of the kinder-
garten classes joined, and has grown further this year
with the addition of first grade.

“I am so happy it is growing— who knows where the
program will take us,” she said, adding that the [chil-
dren] really get into the project and are thrilled to give
back.

Some of the things that were made this year are paper
wreaths, thumbprint ornaments, tabletop angels, Chi-
nese poppers and military magnets.

“This has been a whole-week event. They have made
so many cards, decorations and stockings,” said Con-
don, adding that they are even sending a small tree this
year.

The packages will be sent to Family members of stu-
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dents and staff at the primary school that are currently
deployed and cannot get leave for the holidays.

“Every class has someone to send a package to. We
will send the package to that specific Soldier, and they
are asked to share and distribute all the gifts to their
battle buddies who are also separated from their Fami-
lies,” said Condon.

The packages were sent out Monday and are headed
to Afghanistan, Honduras, Korea and Kuwait.

Operation Celebration serves as a service learning
project for the children, which teaches them that Christ-
mas isn’t just about getting gifts, according to Condon.

“It teaches them the importance of giving and that
giving [a gift] can be just as fun as receiving one. It is an
important lesson to learn for their age group,” she said.
“They understand more than what people expect about
the hardships of being away from Family.”

The children, who seemed quite excited about the
project, wore smiles as they glued, colored and glittered
their many crafts and set them aside for packaging.

“We like making stuff for the Soldiers who are not
home. They need presents, too,” said first grader Liam
Larson. “We get to create stuff for them and they will
be excited and say ‘Thank you,” when they open up the
boxes.”

According to Wanda Wilds, first grade teacher, Op-
eration Celebration is real for the children because they
are familiar with the idea of a parent not being home
for Christmas.

“They can relate to the book, so we tied it in to our
social studies curriculum about how they can help out
their community. Since this is their community, and
their life, it is a way for them to serve people who help

SEE CHEER, PAGE A5

Aviation hero
speaks with
Soldiers

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

In the war on terrorism where the enemy does not wear
a uniform, and women and children are used as decoys or
sacrifices, the knowledge and experience of a retired Viet-
nam colonel who fought and survived a guerrilla war is in-
valuable to Soldiers.

Such a veteran visited Fort Rucker last week and spoke
to Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape students and
cadre, and members of the pre-command course, captains
career course and the basic officer leaders course.

Retired Col. William S. Reeder Jr., Ph.D (history and an-
thropology), an Aviator who was shot down and captured
by the North Vietnamese during his second tour to Vietnam
and spent almost a year as a prisoner of war, spoke to the
Aviators in the Seneff Building Nov. 28 to inspire and edu-
cate Soldiers with his experiences.

“I hope what I share with you today is going to be of
some value to you. I had unique experiences in Vietnam. I
was one of the lucky few because so many are still missing
in action,” he said.

Reeder gave a short history lesson on the Vietnam War
where he participated in deep reconnaissance and surveil-
lance operations, and was involved in special operations
with the Studies and Observations Group.

“On May 9, 1972, I was launched on a tactical emergency
mission of a flight of two Cobras to support the besieged
camp at Polei Klang. After many trips back and forth to re-
fuel and re-arm we were diverted to a larger attack taking
place at another camp, Ben Het,” he said as he began his
recounting of the day he was shot down.

It would be his third combat mission of that day. He re-
marked on the position, weaponry and numbers of the en-
emy versus how the friendly Vietnamese battalion and the
few Americans that held Ben Het were faring.

“I flew into a hornet’s nest. My Cobra came down spin-
ning and burning. After escaping the wreckage, I fell in and
out of consciousness. I had a broken back and I had gotten
burned in my escape. I also had a piece of shell fragment
sticking out of my ankle,” he said, adding that he had no
weapon.

He conveyed to the Soldiers how he tried to signal for

SEE HERO, PAGE A5
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Retired Col. William S. Reeder. Jr., Ph.D. (history and anthropology),

speaks to Aviators Nov. 28 at the Seneff Building about the Vietnam
War and his time as a prisoner of war.
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Army launches winter safety Campalgn

U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety
Center
Strategic Communications Directorate

The U.S. Army Combat Readiness/
Safety Center officially launched the
Army Safe Winter campaign Nov. 26,
providing leaders, Soldiers and safety

professionals  valuable information
to augment their seasonal safety pro-
grams.

The campaign is the second of four
installments of the “Know the Signs”
safety effort.

While fatal accidents usually dip dur-
ing the winter months, it’s no time to be
complacent about safety.

“As an Army, we’re doing extremely
well regarding accidental losses,” said
Brig. Gen. Timothy J. Edens, director
of Army Safety and commanding gen-
eral, U.S. Army Combat Readiness/
Safety Center. “Fiscal [year] 2012 was
our best year in more than a decade, and
this year we’ve seen further decreases in
fatal accidents.

“The last thing we want to have hap-

pen is Soldiers use that good news as a
reason to drop their guard.”

Private motor vehicle accidents re-
main the No. 1 killer of Soldiers. In-
clement weather during winter can
heighten risk while driving, whether on
two wheels or four.

“Believe it or not, more Soldiers were
killed on motorcycles during January
and February this year than sedans and
other conventional vehicles,” Edens
said. “Leaders have to know what their
Soldiers are doing and stay engaged
on the hazards they may face, even if
it seems counter intuitive to the time of
year.”

The Army Safe Winter campaign in-
cludes informative articles and posters
that heighten awareness of cold weather
hazards. Media products from previous
campaigns have become staple items in
unit safety toolboxes.

“These campaigns have become the
focal point for seasonal safety pro-
grams,” Edens said. “That’s a good
thing, because it continually challenges
us to think of new and creative ways to

U.S. ARMY GRAPHI
The U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Genter officially launched the Army Safe Winter campaign Nov.

26, providing leaders, Soldiers and safety professionals valuable information to augment their seasonal
safety programs.

It’s about the safety culture within the
organization, and it begins with leader
engagement at the lowest level.”

relay the information. However, leaders
shouldn’tuse it as a crutch. Safety is a lot
more than briefings and bulletin boards.

Seatbelts not optional — strap in and survive

By Chris Hairr

Army Training and Doctrine
Command Safety Office
Fort Monroe, Va.

Do you think seat belts, like
leather upholstery, are optional in
your vehicle? I can tell you from
a personal experience they’re not
optional — they’re essential.

A few years ago, my brother
was attending college in a big
city when he and a friend de-
cided to go out for a night on the
town. Knowing his friend would
be drinking, my brother offered
to be the designated driver that
night. It was a good thing he
did.

As they were heading home,
another driver ran a stop sign and
drove directly into my brother’s
path. All my brother could do
was hit the brakes, slowing the
car from 30 to 20 mph as they
struck the other vehicle.

My brother and his friend were
both in the front seat, and the im-

pact threw both of them forward.
My brother was restrained by his
seat belt, but his unbelted friend
went head-first into the wind-
shield. When the car stopped,
my brother had a minor cut on
his forehead, which required a
few stitches to close.

His friend, however, didn’t
fare so well and suffered seri-
ous head injuries. He spent more
than a month in the hospital and
never fully recovered. Who’d
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have thought that wearing a seat
belt during a 20-mph collision
would spell the difference be-
tween a minor injury and a per-
manent disability?

Need more proof seat belts
work?

Well, a year later, I was in-
volved in a single-vehicle acci-
dent. I’d just gotten onto a road
and was accelerating to the 55-
mph speed limit when I saw a
pile of pine straw ahead in my

lane. Because of an approaching
vehicle, I couldn’t dodge into the
oncoming lane to avoid the pile.
What I couldn’t see was a large
piece of a fallen tree limb buried
beneath the straw.

When my front passenger-
side tire hit the branch, it sent
my car veering into the oncom-
ing lane. I avoided going off the
road into a ditch, but fishtailed
when I swerved right to avoid
the oncoming car. My car spun
and then went off the right side
of the road. As it did, one of the
tires dug into the dirt and caused
my car to simultaneously spin
and flip.

When everything stopped, my
car was upside-down and fac-
ing the direction I"d come from.
I was still safely in my seat —
hanging by my seat belt. But it
could have been much worse.
Not being a frontal collision,
my airbag never deployed. Had
I been unbelted and thrown for-
ward, there would have been

nothing to protect me.

The crash totaled my car. Also,
I’d been heading home from col-
lege for Christmas break, so
nearly everything I owned was
in that car. Many of those things
were damaged or destroyed, but
that’s a small price to pay. After
all, while they could be replaced,
I couldn’t.

I survived with slight tender-
ness in my right shoulder and
some pain in my right ankle
where it had gotten caught in
the pedals as the car rolled. I’d
been going about 50 mph when
| crashed, and the way my car
spun and flipped, I’d have been
dead without my seat belt. I’d
likely have been ejected and
smeared across the road like the
quart of barbecue I’d bought to
take home. Not a pretty picture.

How about you? Are you ready
to strap in and survive? It’s your
choice. Consider it carefully be-
cause you may well live or die
by it.

CW2 Greg Gibson,
C Co., 1st Bn.,
13th Avn. Regt.

“I like to buy a bunch of
things for myself, like a new
motorcycle. It makes me

Roior

Pfc. Robert Seybold,
C Co., 1st Bn.,
11th Avn. Regt.
“I like to go back home
and visit with all my Family
and friends. Getting back in

.

Nicole Tally,
Army spouse
“Spending time with our
Family”

‘ ‘ A Christmas tree lighting ceremony takes place
today from 5-6 p.m. at Howze Field. How do you
get into the holiday spirit? §9

4

Andrea Lopez,
Army spouse
“We make big dinners,

wrap presents and deco-
rate the Christmas tree.”

Cora Fitch,
Military widow
“You just try to think
about all the good things,

like Family, friends, God and
Santa. Thinking about those

haboy” the environment that I am things can make you happy”
ppy- familiar with.”
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Local leaders renew commitment to Families

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Local leadership re-signed the
Army Family Covenant Friday
at the Worthwhile Information
Needing Distribution meeting at
the Landing to show its continu-
ing commitment to taking care of
Families.

The covenant, which is signed
every time there is a change of the
commanding general and the gar-
rison command, is important for
the Army, its Soldiers and their
Families, according to Tom Jen-
kins, Army Community Service
information referral program man-
ager.

“Both Soldiers and the Fami-
lies are being recognized for their
sacrifice and all of their hard work
through these means (the means
provided by the covenant). A full
and happy life makes a better Sol-
dier and improves Family readi-
ness. It sends the message that what
they put out they are also receiving
at the same time,” he said.

The covenant, according to Maj.
Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, Fort
Rucker and U.S. Army Aviation
Center of Excellence command-
ing general, is a contract that the
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youth center. The facility fulfills
a community need and opens a
whole new world of opportunity
for the youth of Fort Rucker,” said
Mangum.

Though the Army budget situ-
ation is unclear, Mangum recog-
nizes the importance of Family
programs.

“Last year the Army spent $1.4
billion dollars on Family programs.
Some of that money was spent
here building our new teen youth
center. We anticipate that we will
spend about the same this year.

“There may be some consolida-
tion of some programs, because
some programs and services are
redundant. But the Army is com-
mitted to care for its Soldiers and
Families. I am proud to do that here
and to continue the commitment
to improving the quality of life of
everyone here on Fort Rucker. We
will do everything that we possi-
bly can to make this a great place
to work, live and raise a Family,”
he said.

The covenant goes by a matrix
for each program and officials de-
cide where funds or consolidation
are needed most, Jenkins said.

“When new direction came in
October, several things changed

Army signs with the community
that says it is going to do its very
best to take care of Soldiers and
their Families.

“It does a couple of things. It
standardizes funding for existing
Family programs, it seeks to im-
prove youth services, housing and
healthcare, and helps with spouse
employment and education,” he
said.

The Army Family Covenant
reads:

“We recognize the commitment
and increasing sacrifices that our
Families are making every day.
The strength of our Soldiers comes
from the strength of their Families.
We are committed to providing
Soldiers and Families a quality of

Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, Fort Rucker and USAACE commanding general, signs the Army Family Covenant as Col. Stuart
J. McRae, Fort Rucker garrison commander, and Command Sgt. Maj. Buford E. Noland, garrison command sergeant major,
look on at the WIND meeting at The Landing Nov. 30.

life that is commensurate with their
service, providing our Families a
strong, supportive environment
where they can thrive, building a
partnership with Army Families
that enhances their strength and
resilience. We are committed to
improving Family readiness by
standardizing and funding existing
Family programs and services, in-
creasing the accessibly and quality
of health care, improving Soldier
and Family housing, ensuring ex-
cellence in schools, youth services
and child care, and expanding edu-
cation and employment opportuni-
ties for Family members.”

The covenant is responsible for
several projects on post, according
to officials at the meeting.

“It covers things like child,
youth and school services, but it
is very far-reaching. A lot of what
is being built or renovated on post
is based on what the covenant is
allowing us to do; the renovation
of Lyster Army Health Clinic and
the Brown Dental Clinic or even
the renovations of the physical
fitness facility on Andrews,” said
Jenkins.

One of the covenant’s direct im-
pacts on Fort Rucker was the abil-
ity to build a new state-of-the-art

teen youth center, which opened
Friday.

“The Army Family Covenant is
such a great thing, it allowed for
the youth center to be built and it
is such a success,” said Pam Wil-
liams, Fort Rucker Child, Youth
and School Services coordinator.

The other direct result of the
funds that became available with
the Army Family Covenant is the
child development center that will
soon break ground.

“This is a concrete example
of how the Army Family Cov-
enant supports our Families. We
are proud to be opening this new

concerning budgeting,” he said.

One of the changes from the old
matrix to the new one is the elimi-
nation of the Family readiness
group free child care.

“Before when an FRG met, the
covenant provided funds to cover
child care for the FRG meeting.
That has gone away as of October.
There is still child care, but the par-
ents are responsible for the fees.”

Those who signed the covenant
included Mangum; Col. Stuart
J. McRae, Fort Rucker garrison
commander; Sgt. Maj. Buford E.
Noland, Fort Rucker garrison com-
mand sergeant major; and Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. James H. Thom-
son Jr., Aviation Branch command
sergeant major.

Privately owned weapons: Focus on the can, not the can’t

By U.S. Army Combat
Readiness/Safety Center
Ground Directorate

On Jan. 7, 2011, Public Law 111-383,
also known as the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011, was
enacted.

“There is a great deal of controversy
surrounding Public Law 111-383 among
many Army commanders and leaders,”
said Tracey Russell, a safety and occupa-
tional health specialist for the U.S. Army
Combat Readiness/Safety Center. “Much
of the controversy is rooted in mispercep-
tion.”

At issue is Section 1062 of the law con-
cerning the “prohibition of infringing on
the individual right to lawfully acquire,
possess, own, carry, and otherwise use
privately owned firearms, ammunition,
and other weapons.” This section of the
law, according to Russell, is intended to
protect the Second Amendment rights of
Service Members, but has been interpreted
by many leaders to mean they can no lon-
ger talk to their Soldiers about privately
owned weapons.

“At the heart of the issue is a portion of
the law that states, in general, the secre-
tary of defense (and subsequently subor-

dinate commanders and leaders) shall not
prohibit, issue any requirement relating to,
or collect or record any information relat-
ing to the otherwise lawful acquisition,
possession, ownership, carrying, or other
use of a privately owned firearm, privately
owned ammunition, or another privately
owned weapon by a member of the armed
forces,” Russell said.

The law provides exceptions in the gen-
eral rule for military installations and oth-
er properties owned or operated by the De-
partment of Defense. Additionally, the law
provides exceptions for situations such
as the belief a Soldier presents a threat to
themselves or others, further clarified in
ALARACT 333/2011.

“Essentially, the law states that under
normal conditions you can only inquire
about or collect information on privately
owned weapons brought onto a military
owned or operated property or installa-
tion,” said Lt. Col. James Smith, director,
USACR/Safety Center Ground Director-
ate. “However, what the law does not do,
in any shape or form, is prohibit com-
manders or leaders from discussing the
safe handling of privately owned weapons
with their Soldiers.

“Not only can you discuss privately
owned weapons with your Soldiers, you

should discuss this issue, along with the
safe handling of military weapons,” Smith
said. “In the five-year period from fiscal
2008 through 2012, 29 Soldiers lost their
lives as a result of accidents involving the
discharge of a firearm, while another 160
non-fatal injuries were reported. Eighteen
of the 29 fatalities occurred off duty with a
privately owned weapon; the other 11 oc-
curred on duty with military weapons.”

The basic tenets of safe handling apply
to all weapons, regardless of who owns
them.

“We don’t hand new recruits an M-4 and
expect them to operate the weapon safely
without training,” Russell said. “We also
don’t assume that once they’ve qualified
with an M-4 they are qualified to operate
a .50 cal machine gun. Therefore, you, in
addition to your Soldiers, should never
assume that simply because you are an
expert with an M-4 that you are an expert
with all weapons.”

“While you can’t order a Soldier to
participate in training with their privately
owned weapons, you can recommend and
provide information on privately owned
weapons training available in your local
area or consider offering a voluntary basic
weapons safety class, as Fort Sill (Okla.)
is currently doing,” Smith said. “You can

also mandate that all your Soldiers attend
safety classes covering privately owned
weapons.

“These classes should stress the need
to know appropriate laws, regulations
and procedures for the transport, storage
and registration of weapons, as they vary
between different states, localities and in-
stallations,” he added. “The classes should
also stress never mixing weapons and
alcohol. The majority of fatal accidents
involving privately owned weapons have
also involved alcohol.”

“Remember to focus on what you can
do,” Russell added. “A very wise first ser-
geant once said that if you aren’t listening,
you aren’t leading. If you truly listen to
your Soldiers there is very little they won’t
tell you, to include their recent purchase of
an awesome weapon. No, you can’t record
that information, but you can use the op-
portunity to share some safety tips.”

For more information on safe weap-
ons handling, visit the Range & Weap-
ons Safety Toolbox at https://safety.army.
mil/rangeweaponssafety. The toolbox
includes a section dedicated to privately
owned weapons, which contains a copy
of ALARACT 333/2011 along with safety
messages, presentations, videos, posters
and links to other tools and resources.

News Briefs

Aviation Seminar Series

The U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence hosts the con-
tinuation of its Army Aviation Seminar Series Tuesday from 11:30
am. to 1 p.m. at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. This third part
of the series features a distinguished panel of veterans on hand
to discuss the birth of Army Aviation as a branch in 1983 and on
into its employment in Operation Desert Storm. All are invited to
attend.

Military pay closure

The Defense Military Pay Office will close at noon Friday for
its holiday luncheon and off-site training. All DMPO customers are
asked to visit the DMPO with their pay inquiries prior to the clo-
sure. Soldiers who have a military pay emergency or need to clear
the DMPO during this time should call Christy Carter at 237-1968
or James Fails at 470-4405 for assistance. The office will reopen

Dec. 10 and begin new operating hours of 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Primary care manager changes

Lyster officials said that all Soldiers and civilians on flight sta-
tus were reassigned to primary care manager and flight surgeons
on Team Respect. After the changes are processed, Humana will
mail PCM Change notices to every person changed to identify

their new primary care managers.

CFC closing ceremony

Fort Rucker hosts its Combined Federal Campaign fundraising

awards ceremony Monday at 1 p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation

Museum.
For more information, call 255-9261.

Commissary hours

The commissary will have a change in hours on Christmas and
New Year’s eves. Dec. 24 and Jan. 31, the commissary will be
open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

1st WOC change of command

The 1st Warrant Officer Company hosts its change of command
ceremony Dec. 18 at 9 a.m. at the Fort Rucker Wings Chapel, Bldg.
6036 on Andrews Avenue. CW3 (P) Travis T. Elliott will assume
command of the company from CW4 (P) Richard C. Myers Jr.

For more, call 255-2646.

Instructors of the year

The U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence hosts its Instruc-
tors of the Year Awards Ceremony Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. in the U.S.
Army Aviation Museum.

For more, call 255-9840.

Holiday meal hours

During the holiday break from Dec. 20 to Jan. 2, the Warrant
Officer Candidate Dining Facility, Bldg. 5914, will close and
meals will be served at the Advanced Individual Training DFAC,
Bldg. 6204.

Meal hours at the AIT DFAC will be 8-9 a.m., noon to 1 p.m.
and 4:30-5:30 p.m.

The WOC DFAC will close after the lunch meal Dec. 19 and
will reopen for the breakfast meal Jan. 3. Dec. 19, the dinner meal
will be served at Bldg. 6204.

The holiday meal will be served Dec. 18 at both DFACs during
the regular scheduled lunch meal hours. The holiday meal rate of
$7.50 will apply. Family members, guests and retirees are wel-
come. A traditional holiday meal will also be served on Christmas
Day for patrons on the installation.

For more, call 255-3017.

Holiday gift wrapping

Community groups can raise funds while spreading holiday
cheer as the Fort Rucker Exchange solicits partners for the Army
and Air Force Exchange Service’s annual community gift wrap
program.

“In order to make the holidays a little easier, the exchange part-
ners with local groups to ensure gifts can be wrapped up before
they even leave the store,” said Don Walter Jr., main store man-
ager. “Beyond offering a one-stop solution for busy military shop-
pers, this effort also helps raise money for local military support
initiatives.”

During peak holiday seasons, the Fort Rucker Exchange sets up
tables and provides supplies that community volunteer groups can
use to wrap gifts in exchange for donations. Interested organiza-
tions can contact the Fort Rucker Exchange for information on
scheduling a time to participate by calling 503-9044, Ext. 211.
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DUI consequences far-reaching

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Driving under the influ-
ence not only jeopardizes
the lives of the offender and
everyone around them, but
if caught, it can also have
far-reaching consequences
for the driver’s career.

Driving under the influ-
ence is a serious issue both
on and off the installation,
and officials on Fort Rucker
want to make sure people
understand the serious con-
sequences that come along
with the decision to drive
drunk, according to Capt.
Megan Mueller, special as-
sistant U.S. attorney for Fort
Rucker’s Office of the Staff
Judge Advocate.

“The abuse of alcohol or
drugs is inconsistent with
Army values,” she said. “If
a person gets a DUI on the
installation, that person will
be prosecuted — it’s a zero
tolerance policy — that’s
something that people need
to understand.”

Mueller said that any
individual on the installa-
tion that is pulled over for
suspicion of DUI and cited,
that person will have his or
her driving privileges sus-
pended on post for a period

of one year, regardless of
conviction. There are ways
to reverse the decision in in-
stances that the case is dis-
missed, she added, but for
the most part the suspension
will stick.

“That’s a huge thing that
a lot of people don’t real-
ize because they wouldn’t
be able to drive to work,”
she said. “There have been
people who have had to
park outside the gate and
ride their bikes onto the in-
stallation or get rides from
friends — it’s a huge incon-
venience.”

If civilians are pulled over
for DUI on Fort Rucker,
they will be arrested, which
will go on their record, and
prosecuted in the district
court. If convicted, the DUI
conviction will also go on
their record.

Since there is no federal
DUI law, those cited for DUI
on post will be prosecuted
using Alabama state law,
said Mueller. In Alabama, a
first time DUI offense car-
ries a minimum penalty of
a $600 fine, license suspen-
sion of 90 days and the pos-
sibility of up to one year of
jail time. But in cases that a
person has more than a .14
blood alcohol content, he or

she will automatically serve
jail time and have all fines
doubled, she added.

Soldiers on the installa-
tion will suffer the same
consequences but will also
receive a General Office
Memorandum of Repri-
mand, which when coupled
with a conviction on the re-
cord can greatly affect ser-
vice members’ careers, said
Mueller.

“A conviction will stay
on your criminal record, so
if you’re a Soldier in the
Army and you move to an-
other state, the conviction
will still be visible on your
record,” she said. “For the
GOMORs, when a com-
manding general [issues
them], he decides whether
or not it will be filed into a
Soldier’s local file, which is
shredded or destroyed once
aperson leaves Fort Rucker,
or if it will go into his per-
manent file, which will fol-
low the individual for the
rest of his career.

“Generally, when a per-
son gets some sort of rep-
rimand on their permanent
record, it’s a career killer,”
said Mueller. “It can prevent
promotion, especially in to-
day’s Army with the draw-
down, and it can even cause

a separation board to start.”

The Army has jurisdic-
tion over its Soldiers and
any crimes they commit,
whether on or off an instal-
lation. With most off-post
issues, the state will handle
the case, said the assistant
U.S. attorney. If a Soldier
gets a DUI in a neighboring
city, most times the city will
prosecute the Soldier, and if
the incident happens on the
installation, the Soldier will
be prosecuted through the
federal court system. Either
way, it will affect the Sol-
dier’s career.

“DUIs are a big issue that
the Army takes very seri-
ously,” said Mueller. “If a
Soldier is convicted of two
serious incidents of alcohol-
related misconduct within a
one-year period, the Army
will initiate separation pro-
ceedings.”

This doesn’t mean that
the Soldier will be separated
from the Army, but the pos-
sibility is there, she added.

In order to prevent inci-
dents like this occurring, on
or off the installation, peo-
ple should be knowledge-
able and responsible about
alcohol and the affects it
has on the body, according
to Jeanetta Sheppard, Army

Substance Abuse Program
clinical program manager.

“The first thing that peo-
ple need to understand is
that alcohol is considered
a depressant and it affects
the body’s central nervous
system,” she said. “Because
of that, alcohol affects a per-
son’s judgment and reaction
time.”

Sheppard said the first part
of the body affected by alco-
hol is the brain, particularly
the parts of the brain that al-
low a person to think clearly
and make sound decisions.
Shortly after, muscle control
and vision will be affected,
which greatly reduces a per-
son’s ability to drive.

People should also un-
derstand that the affects of
alcohol vary from person
to person, depending on an
individual’s size, age, me-
tabolism and even gender,
said Sheppard.

“Food consumption also
plays a role in the way al-
cohol is absorbed,” she said.
“If they have food in the
stomach, it slows the alco-
hol absorption rate, but the
same amount of alcohol will
still be absorbed into the
body.”

There is also a miscon-
ception among people that

if a person’s tolerance is
higher, they are able to con-
sume more alcohol without
it affecting them, according
to Cynthia Hataway, ASAP
supervisory counselor.

“If [a person] has a higher
tolerance [for alcohol], he
or she can drink more than
someone else, but they are
still becoming impaired in
terms of their reaction time
and motor skills,” she said.
“Their blood alcohol con-
tent could still be very high
even if they aren’t feeling
the effects because they
have built up a tolerance
within their system.”

Sheppard and Hataway
both agree that people
should make sure to educate
themselves to ensure the
safety of their self and oth-
ers, and take responsibility
to prevent incidents from
occurring.

“It can happen to anyone,
and that’s something that
people don’t seem to real-
ize when they get into a car
after they’ve been drink-
ing,” said Mueller. “A lot
of good people, who have
never done anything wrong
before, go to jail and have
their lives changed forever
because of a bad decision
they made.”

Safety officials offer tips for

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Winter is a popular time for travel as people hurry to get
to their Families in time for the holiday season, but Avia-
tion Branch Safety Office officials want to make sure that
people reach their destinations safely.

One of the keys to ensuring that people stay safe while
traveling during the season is to make sure their vehicles
are in tip-top shape for driving in cold weather, according
to Scotty Johnson, ABSO air safety specialist.

“Preparing to drive in winter is essential [for safety],”
he said. “One of the most important things is to make sure
that your car is in good condition and ready to deal with
the cold, snow and ice of winter.”

Although much of the South doesn’t experience winter
weather like snow and ice, Johnson said its necessary to
be prepared for anything.

And he also offered some tips to keep cars safe for win-
ter driving.

Get the right kind of oil change

If you’re approaching the time for a full service for your
vehicle, don’t procrastinate. Among other things, the ser-
vice should include an oil change, which should have the
right viscosity for the vehicle for this time of year. Oil
tends to thicken as it gets colder, and if it’s too thick, it
won’t do the best job keeping the engine lubricated. Peo-
ple should check their owner’s manual for guidance about
which oil to use in different climates and temperatures.

Make sure you can see

Make sure that you keep up with when the last time
you changed your windshield wiper blades. They usually
work effectively for about one year, so be sure to invest in
some new ones if you’re due. Also, make sure the wind-
shield washer reservoir in your vehicle is full with wind-
shield washer fluid. Plain water won’t do the trick during
this time of year because it can freeze in cold weather.
Also, make sure that your vehicles’ heater and defroster
are working properly so that the windshield can be kept
clear of frost.

Give your battery a little TLC

This is an ideal time of year to make sure that your car’s
battery’s posts and connections are corrosion-free and the
battery has all the water it needs. If the battery is more
than three years old, have a certified repair shop test its
ability to hold a charge.

Examine your belts and hoses
When having a full-service check done on a vehicle,
make sure that the belts and hoses are checked for wear

C

West Gate Center ® Enterprise ® 347-9181

and tear — even if you are driving a newer car. Cold weath-
er can do a number on the belts and hoses of a car, so they
deserve attention around this time of year.

Check your tire pressure

Tires must be properly inflated to ensure the best pos-
sible traction with the road. Traction is often severely
jeopardized in wet, snowy or icy conditions. The air pres-
sure in tires tends to drop when weather gets colder, so
it’s important to see where things stand. You can gener-
ally expect that tires will lose one pound per square inch
whenever the temperature drops by 10 degrees. People
should check their owner’s manual to see what the proper
tire pressure should be for their vehicle.

Think about switching to snow tires

If you live in a hilly place with lots of snow, it might be
a good idea to invest in winter tires to improve traction.
Although all-season tires are meant for winter driving, if
you live in an area of heavy snow, the extra traction pro-
vided by winter tires could be a life saver.

Check your four-wheel drive

If your vehicle has four-wheel drive, it’s important to
check the status of your 4WD system and be sure it’s
working correctly. Most drivers don’t use their 4WD sys-
tems in the summer months, so be sure that the system
engages and disengages easily, and that all drivers in your
household know how and when to activate it.

Get the antifreeze mixture just right

People should aim to have a 50-50 mix of antifreeze, or
coolant, and water inside the radiator. This will prevent
the mixture from freezing even at extremely cold temper-
atures. It’s easy to check the status of the mixture with a
tester that can be picked up at any auto parts store. If the
mixture is off, the cooling system should be drained and
refilled or flushed. People should also make sure they are
equipped to dispose of old antifreeze properly if they do it
themselves — it can’t just be poured down a drain.

PREVENT CHIMNEY FIRES!

Get your chimney cleaned by a professional!

Chimmey irs are very dangerous and need to be cleaned once a year
Call NOW to get your chimney cleaned today!

Davis Chimney
Sweeps .

334-898-2662

We do cleaning, repairing and waterproofing.

AABON has the only RESNA
Lertified Seating &
Mobility Specialist in
South Alabama.

We specialize in all
Mobility products
and repairs.

21 years experience.

AABON .

HomEe HeaLtH CARE Surpry, INC.

winter driving

Prepare an emergency kit

During the winter months, people should prepare a kit
that they can store in their trunks — especially if there
is a road trip in their future. Some of the items people
should have in their kit are: blankets; extra boots and
gloves; extra set of warm clothes; extra water and food,
including hard candies; an ice scraper; a small shovel; a
flashlight; windshield washer fluid; windshield wipers;
flares; jumper cables; a tool kit; tire chains; a tire gauge;
a spare tire with air in it; tire-changing equipment; a
first-aid kit; paper towels; and a bag of abrasive material
such as sand, which can provide additional traction if a
tire gets stuck in the snow.

Know what to do if you get stranded

If stranded, people shouldn’t wander away from the
car unless they are completely sure about where they are
and how far away help is. They should light two flares
and situate them at each end of the vehicle to call atten-
tion to them. Put on extra clothes and use a blanket to
stay warm. If there is enough gas in the tank, run the en-
gine and heater for about 10 minutes every hour. Leave
at least one window open a little bit so that snow and
ice don’t seal the car shut, and suck on a hard candy to
prevent your mouth from getting too dry.

Johnson also advises that people stay alert, slow down
and stay in control.

“Weather conditions can change quickly, placing ex-
tra demands on your vehicle and your driving skills,”
he said. “Keep your focus on the road and on other ve-
hicles, eliminate all distractions and make sure you are
well rested.”

In order to help people on Fort Rucker stay safe
throughout the holidays, the automotive skills center is
offering free pre-Christmas vehicle inspections Dec. 17
and 18. The inspections take about an hour and people
should call to make an appointment.

For more information or to make an appointment, call

255-9725.

Look Ageless
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Now there’s a quick
and easy way to look
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« amazing results
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Center: Family Covenant made it possible

Continued from Page A1

the afterschool school-age program, but now with the
new center the “logistical nightmare” of scheduling
each program is in the rearview mirror, according to
Williams.

“When you get that many people competing for space
it is a nightmare. We’ve had around 50 teens every day
in one cramped space, but now we have a capacity of
150,” she said. “It’s important for each age group to
have their own space.”

The capability of creating such a building was the re-
sult of the Army Family Covenant.

“When the Army Family Covenant funds became
available, an opportunity was created and we demon-
strated the need with the amount of teens that come ev-
ery day. Now we have 10 utility buses that we go and
pick up over 100 children from Ozark and Enterprise,”
she said.

There are 14 similar centers planned Army-wide, and
according to Col. Stuart J. McRae, Fort Rucker garrison
commander, the center is the result of teens speaking up
about what they needed to improve their quality of life.

“This building is the result of 10 years of work that
started as an issue in the teen Family action plan and the

local teens kept the matter alive with validated issues
such as lack of space,” said McRae.

CYSS has almost 2,500 Families enrolled with more
than 4,000 children. More than 800 of those children
are ages 11-18 and will use the new facility. In addi-
tion, almost 800 preschoolers, 300 kindergartners and
a little over 1,000 school age children are eligible to be
involved in youth sports and fitness, which will also be
operating out of the building.

Eligibility for use of the facility is extended to chil-
dren of active duty and retired military personnel; mem-
bers of military reserve component; widows, widowers
and other next of kin of military personnel on active
duty at time of death; next of kin of prisoner-of-war or
missing-in-action personnel of all armed services; De-
partment of Defence appropriated fund and non-appro-
priated fund civilians employed at or assigned tempo-
rarily to Fort Rucker; and DOD contractors employed
at Fort Rucker.

Williams said that once word begins to spread, the
facility will attract teen participation.

“When teens want to be away, we hope this is the
place they want to come to. Once teens see it, those
who have not wanted to participate in our programs will
want to because they will see they don’t have to share it

with 6-to-10 year olds,” she said.

Though teens don’t have to share the space with
younger children, they are still supervised. The adult-
to-youth ratio at the center is one adult to 10 teens.

“There is always an adult handy to mentor, to be a
listener, to introduce an activity, and this is a wonderful
opportunity for teens to get that adult interaction,” said
Williams.

The “first class facility,” which utilizes the Boys and
Girls Club of America, 4-H and Army Community Ser-
vice Youth Services curriculum and activities, will help
teens grow into productive adults, according to Wil-
liams, and many parents and teens agree with her.

“It’s pretty interesting just how big it is. I am so sur-
prised. There are so many things to do — there is some-
thing for everyone. It is a safe place, too. We can stay
out of trouble and our parents don’t have to worry about
us,” said Adrienne Stanpley, a local youth.

Parents were also astounded by the variety of things
for teens to do as well as the safety of the teens.

“It is money well spent. It will allow them to explore
different aspects of their teen life overall. They have so
much to choose from and parents can rest at ease know-
ing that their child is safe and well cared for,” said Kim-
berly Eskridge, parent of a youth.

Hero: Soldiers applaud speaker’s story of survival

Continued from Page Al

help, how he was almost killed by friend-
ly pilots and how he evaded the enemy for
three days before being captured.

“I was questioned, beaten, threatened,
and eventually they tied my arms behind
my back ... until ultimately both of my
shoulders were dislocated,” he said.

Reeder continued with his recount of a
three day march to a jungle prison camp.
He described the deplorable conditions of
the camp, the other prisoners, his treat-
ment and illnesses, and the daily life of
a POW.

“Under these filthy, starvation condi-
tions, without medical care, it seemed
that someone died almost every day,” he
explained.

After several months at the camp he
was told that he would go on an 11-day

walk to a new camp that would have bet-
ter conditions. The trip turned out to be a
three-month journey on the Ho Chi Minh
Trail to the city of Hanoi, a trip that nearly
claimed his life many times.

“I went into North Vietnam’s prison
system and ended up at the infamous Ha-
noi Hilton. I knew the hardest part was
over once there,” he said.

He spoke to the men and women about
how he stayed as positive as humanly
possible, how he tried to escape and gave
them tips on the military Code of Con-
duct.

He went on to say that the Army of
today is much better than the Army that
fought in Vietnam because of factors such
as pilots undergoing SERE training and
Soldiers’ education levels.

Reeder, who had only rudimentary sur-
vival classes in flight school and Officer

Candidate School, said that the addition
of SERE as a requirement of flight school
graduation is an absolute necessity.

“We really need it. It needs to be some-
thing everyone goes through. It is ex-
traordinary that all of the pilots have to
complete the course. I know they don’t
particularly enjoy going through it, but it
is for their survival,” he said.

Soldiers are more educated in general
than during the 1970s, especially pilots,
and having that extended education and
knowledge among Aviators makes the
Army better, said Reeder.

“I don’t see their education as a benefit
but a necessity. They have to be educated
with our command control systems — it
requires that knowledge. Our cockpits are
so sophisticated now,” he said.

That sophisticated technology that
makes flying successful today, and that

some Aviators may take for granted,
Reeder said he would have appreciated
back when he was flying.

“The ability to see at night is invalu-
able. We lost a lot of pilots and aircraft
in the mountains simply because the night
vision goggles and technology had not
been developed yet,” he said.

Reeder departed with applause and
some Soldiers couldn’t believe that he
survived his ordeal.

“His resiliency in his situation that few
people have been subjected to is simply
a miracle. It will keep me motivated to
get through any challenge,” said Capt.
Jason Turner, 2nd Battalion, 10th Special
Forces.

“Hopefully, I provided some words for
the men and women here today that might
help them in their service as Aviators,”
said Reeder.

Cheer: Experience teaches children responsibility

Continued from Page Al

them,” she said.

Wilds also believes that the ex-
perience makes the children feel
like they are a part of the big pic-

ture.
“It gives them ownership of
what’s going on in their lives

and it kind of makes it easier for
them to accept it when it is their
turn for a parent to be away. It can

also teach them responsibility and
how they can be of service,” she
added.
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® During the holiday season, our thoughts turn
to those who make our business possible.
A sincere “Thank You” for trusting us

with your real estate needs for 38 years.
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View more pictures
of these homes at
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Facebook
334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle
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70+ ACRES - HOUSE

Great home with 70+ acres. Mix of timber, open land, pond
and so much more. Call Nicole Annicelli for more info
464-0782.

NEW LISTING POOL

309 E SANDCREEK ~ $202,000: Much loved home,
5BR/3BA, Gunite pool, gazebo, privacy fence. Unique &
selling at appraisal price. Must see to appreciate. Great for
enterfaining. Den with fireplace, living room & large dining
room overlooking pool. Lots of windows. Angie Goodman
464-7869

$124,900

705 DIXIE: So much space in this lovely 3BR/2BA with bonus
room & office. Light & airy kitchen with Jenn-Air cookfop with §

grill. Large corner lof with shed & so convenient fo everything. &
Priced to sell so come & see it foday! Jan Sawyer 406-2393 &

102 AUBURN: Big & beaufiful fraditional style home in
established neighborhood. 4 or 5 bedrooms, 2 living areas, 3
full baths, eat-in kitchen, Corian counter tops, screened porch,
exira storage with additional 1-car garage/workshop & more.
Mary Jones 790-2933

Merry Christmas

from Billy Cotter, Agents & Staft

Become
a fan on
Fecebook

View more pictures
of these homes at
y WWW. c21regencyrealty com
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Recency Reauty, Inc.  ®° =
IH @ 334-347-0048
JEMEWM 531 Boll Weevil Circle
UK EIN FRCOUSED

SATURDAY 10:00 — 12:00
103 Hufchinson ¢$93,900
JAN SAWYER ¢ 406-2393

SUNDAY 1:00 - 3:00
46 Richard * $144,900
LUDA STRECK » 449-2826
The Cottages ¢ $149,500
TARA EMNETT ¢ 494-4592

The Legends Info Center
MAGGIE HAAS ¢ 389-0011

SUNDAY 2:00 - 4:00
104 Cambridge ¢ $120,100
JAN SAWYER 406-2393

NEW LISTING

209 YELLOWLEAF ~ $138,000: Wonderful large home,
approx. 2150 SF, large 2-story barn with electricity & HVAC &
big enough for 2 cars. 4BR/2BA, 4™ BR could be in-law/teen
suite. Living rooms with built-ins, exira-large laundry room,
downstairs den with fireplace. Priced below market value.
Excellent condition. P&l $600.58 @ 3.25%. Debbie Sunbrock 406-9079

$75,000

967 STEWART: Additional 200+ added to field lines in 2010. New
fiberglass steps w/ handrails. 2011 ceiling fan on screened porch,
lifetime metal roof, new air conditioner in 2010. Start of 200 amp
service on end of house set up but service not fo box yet. Gas logs
in fireplace, 70" remote control fan in living room. Upgraded light
fixture in dining room. Ceramic file from foyer thru kitchen. 840+ SF addition on back of
house not competed. 14x16 connecting room, appliances newer than home. Laminate
floors installed 2010. Evelyn Hitch 406-3436

$210,000

68 HANNAH: Convenient to Ft Rucker & Dothan. Kids can aftend
Enterprise or Daleville schools. Very nice, open floor plan with large
backyard. Very nice ceramic shower. Fran Claytor Kaltenbaugh
790-5973

Recency ReaLty, Inc.

B

Waw. C2 1REGENCYREALTY.COM

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at
v WWW. c21regencyrealty com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER. i
Recency ReaLTy, Inc. = %

B @

WWW.C2 I REGENCYREALTY.COM

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

OPEN SUNDAY 1:00 - 3:00
- NEW CDNSTRUCTION

46 RICHARD ~ $144,900: Just one minufe from the Ft.
Rucker gate, open floor plan, large pantry, ceramic file in
kitchen & bathrooms, walk-in closets, ceiling fans. Seller is AL
licensed builder & agent of family member & licensed agent
in the state of AL. Luda Streck 449-2826

HEATED POOL

319 W KINGSWOOD ~ $214,900: Pool for cooler autumn
weather or hot summer days. Immaculate 3BR/2.5BA with
sparkling salt water pool that is also heafed. Beautiful
landscaping creates very private oasis for morning coffee or
evening cookouts. Great location, great price! Sam Helms
798-3357

VISIT OUR YOUTUBE
REAL ESTATE CHANNEL
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Infantry evaluates
maneuver capabilities of
motorcycles, ATVs
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PHOTO BY SGT. DANIEL SCHROEDER

Afghan flight medic Jan Alem, Kandahar Air Wing, loads a simulated patient in the back of a UH-60 medevac Black Hawk assigned to G Co., 3rd Bn., 25th Avn. Regt., TF Hammerhead, 25th CAB, during flight
medic training on Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, Nov. 28.

KAW flight medics certified

By Sgt. Daniel Schroeder
25th CAB Public Affairs

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Af-
ghanistan — Medics of the Kan-
dahar Air Wing were certified dur-
ing flight medic training with the
C Company, 3rd Battalion, 25th
Aviation Regiment, Task Force
Hammerhead, 25th Combat Avia-
tion Brigade on Kandahar Air-
field, Afghanistan, Nov. 28.

The purpose of the training is

for the flight medics of the KAW
to learn how to receive a 9-line
medevac request and perform the
necessary treatment to a casualty.

“The training is great for us to
have,” said Afghan Sgt. Fazal Haq
Maftoon, a flight medic with the
KAW. “I learned a lot that I did
not know before. The patient as-
sessment is the biggest part of be-
ing a flight medic.”

Flight medics from C Co., 3rd
Bn., 25th Avn. Regt., 25th CAB

have trained 15 flight medics
from the KAW. The soldiers were
trained on conducting medical
and trauma assessments, basic
life-support procedures, and com-
bat lifesaver tactics.

“The most important thing for
a health care provider is the as-
sessment of a patient,” said Staff
Sgt. Miguel Valdez, a flight medic
assigned to Co., 3rd Bn., 25th
Avn. Regt., 25th CAB, originally
from Phoenix. “The training has

evolved from having the flight
medics learn flight medic proce-
dures to treating patients on a real-
time medevac call.”

The Afghan flight medics com-
pleted an in-flight scenario to re-
ceive two simulated casualties and
provide the necessary care during
transport to the nearest medical
facility.

“The goal of the training is to
teach them to be able to provide
critical care to a patient in tran-

sit and to develop an assessment
rhythm,” said Valdez. “Once you
develop a rhythm, you will not
miss anything and make you a
better [health care] provider.”

As the soldiers continue the
training, their relationship and
trust grows with them.

“Our coalition partners have
taught us how to become better at
our tasks,” said Maftoon. “We can
now help our patients effectively
and train others to do the same.”

Simulation teaches intel skills

By Regina Albrecht
U.S. Army Intelligence Center
of Excellence

FORT HUACHUCA, Ariz. — As the U.S.
Army Intelligence Center of Excellence con-
tinues its campaign to build a more effective
and efficient future force, its Learning In-
novation Office is responding to the call to
action by developing adaptable interactive
multimedia instruction.

LIO’s latest IMI product release, the Col-
lection Asset Management Simulator, can
expand to serve multiple intelligence disci-
plines and staff functions within and outside
the installation.

“CAMS isn’t one of those products that is
developed for a single course and then put
on a shelf to gather dust,” stated Capt. Luke
Gosnell, executive officer, LIO.

Developed for the Military Intelligence
Captain’s Career Course, CAMS is an Af-
ghanistan-based simulation that is meeting

USAICOoE’s need for high intensity conflict
training.

Gosnell said CAMS offers a more con-
temporary scenario than MICCC’s Opera-
tion Northern Star and Operation Southern
Cross which are based in Sierra Vista.

“It’s a serious game that allows students to
plan requirements, task, direct and execute
information collection inside a simple-to-
use graphical user interface,” he explained.
“The GUI is a baseline platform that can be
easily modified by the user to expand upon
other objective-based and learner-centric se-
rious games.”

Chris Gonzales, LIO lead developer on
the project, stated CAMS is also portable
and requires very little system resources.

“The product does not require a gaming
computer,” Gonzales said. “It’s a web ap-
plication that can be played at someone’s
home station or in their home for refresher

SEE SKILLS, PAGE B4

PHOTO BY LEARNING INNOVATION OFFICE

A Soldier at the U.S. Army Intelligence Center of Excellence’s Military Intelligence Captain’s Career
Course plays the Collection Asset Management Simulator 2-dimensional game. The 2D product is fo-
cused on the tasks of a brigade collection manager.

Soldiers compete for ‘Top Gun’

By Sgt. Daniel Schroeder
25th CAB Public Affairs

A door gunner from the 25th Combat Aviation Brigade loads his ammunition for his quali-
fication pass as he competes against other door gunners in the first 25th CAB Top Gun

PHOTO BY CAPT. RICHARD BARKER

Competition in Afghanistan in late November.

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan — UH-
60 Black Hawk crew chiefs and door gunners
of the 25th Combat Aviation Brigade competed
in the first 25th CAB Top Gun Competition
on Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, in late
November.

The purpose of the competition was to bring
the best door gunners representing each task
force together in a friendly head-to-head compe-
tition to determine the 25th CAB’s “Top Gun.”

“The Soldiers were chosen from each task
force based on their demonstrated performance
and proficiency as door gunners,” said Staff Sgt.
Dennis Frazee, 25th CAB standardization non-
commissioned officer, originally from Gaines-
ville, Ga. “This was a perfect time to recognize
the Soldiers after a year of direct-fire engage-
ments and test fires.”

Twelve Soldiers were chosen by their leader-
ship out of 150 eligible door gunners and crew
chiefs. Each Soldier was given two 100-round
belts for the competition-engaged makeshift tar-
gets. The door gunners shot at the targets from

a UH-60 Black Hawk as it made two passes to
simulate receiving small arms fire while flying to
and landing at an objective.

“It was really great to be a part of this competi-
tion,” said Spc. Timothy Edwards, a UH-60 crew
chief assigned to A Company, 2nd Battalion, 25th
Aviation Regiment, Task Force Lightning Horse,
25th CAB, originally from Richland, Va. “After
long hours, performing missions and conducting
maintenance, it was a big morale boost.”

The idea for the competition came from events
conducted by Task Force Diamond Head in pre-
vious years to build esprit de corps and increase
the proficiency of the door gunners. This year
the competition was opened to all door gunners
across the brigade.

Edwards was named the winner of the Top
Gun Competition by putting seven rounds in the
torso, one in the head and setting off a smoke
grenade with one burst.

“Everything I learned was from Staff Sgt.
Frazee and Sgt. Hardwick when they were train-
ers,” said Edwards. “From here, I want to go
from crew chief to trainer and then to company
standardization trainer. I want to pass on my
knowledge to others.”
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('é) ANNOUNCEMENTS

WIREGRASS LIQUIDATION OUTLET
20% Storewide Sale
Thurs Fri Sat & Sunday 11-29 thru 12-2

Toys, housewares, tools, vacuum cleaners,
camping supplies, lamps, lawn & garden
supplies, baby items, party supplies
fans & air conditioners, Clocks, plumbing
supplies, and much much more..
LOCATED AT 231 S. & RCC, DOTHAN NEXT
TO SOUTHSIDE KMART.. 334-714-9658

WIREGRASS LIQUIDATION OUTLET

Christmas Gift Ideas
Juicers-Microwaves-vacuum cleaners-
vaporizers-coffee pots-Electric razors-

party supplies-Christmas wrapping and

supplies-bedding plus many more items
to choose from. Find a better price in town

on same item & we will meet it plus 25%.

LOCATED AT 231 S. & RCC, DOTHAN NEXT
TO SOUTHSIDE KMART.. 334-714-9658

]
YARD & ESTATE SALES

HI END ESTATE SALE
e 300 Pineview Dr. - ENTERPRISE e
Friday 12/7 & Saturday 12/8 (8am - 2 pm)
Fine Silver, Fine jewelry, Furn., & H/H Items.
www.wiregrassestatesales.com

(§) FiNANCIAL

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
(14) Town Homes for Sale
1 block off circle,
great income & fully occupied.
Owner Finance
with good down payment
= 386-312-6363 ¢=

+e .

7

Tha Vina 4%@
Own your own business !

Franchises needed in Dothan and
surrounding areas NOW!
Training, equipment and guaranteed initial
customer base with all franchise plans.
Call now to schedule your appointment

1-800-123-4567

(ﬁ MERCHANDISE

Solid Oak Dining Table/3Leafs/Five Legs $125
good cond., 4 Oak Chairs $100 Excellent Cond.,
China Cabinet/original glass and knobs/$50
fair cond., Antique glassware: Sets of Gold
trim varied prices and Clear Iris/Vase $30,
Pitcher $30, Butter Dish $20, Cream and Sugar
$15, 9- 6 inch Glasses $100. Glassware Excellent
Cond.. Call 334-446-4229

FIREWOOD & FUEL

F . T raennen ente 1

. SEASONEDSPLIT
t  OAKFIREWOOD ;

$75. Will deliver.
Call 334-685-1627 or 334-798-3040

Split Oak Firewood, Delivered in Wiregrass.
$75 For a Full sized Pickup load. $12 for 5
Gallon bucket of kindling wood. 334-393-9923

HEALTH PRODUCTS

7«7 DIABETIC TEST STRIPS NEEDED ‘
|1 BUY SEALED/UNEXPIRED BOXES
CALL BOB (334) 219-4697

RESTAURANT, HOTEL FIXTURES, EQUIPMENT

. Baby is free to
i APPROVED home.
: She is 1 year old,
quirky & Very Loving.
She does not get along
with one of my dogs,
so0 needs to be an only-child. She loves
cats and children. Her favorite thing to do
is chase a pen light or flashlight like a cat!
Must have fenced yard & warm bed for
her. If you want to add Baby to your family,
Call 334-391-5529. Webb/Kinsey area

Basset Hound pups , AKC reg. $350. Now taking
deposits. Ready by Christmas. 1 F/3 M avail.
For more info/pics, go to www.blountshamaba
ssets.doodlekit.com or call 334-797-6063.
Beautiful AKC Male English Bulldog -born
8/18/2012. Asking $1,500. He is up to date on
shots and worming. call 334-714-0289
Christmas Puppies 8 wks old,
CKC Maltipoos $400, CKC

& & Shipoos $500, M&F, Beautiful,

'_ ‘ Small, S/W 334-791-7147 or
334-446-8264

CKC Dapple Dachshunds S/W 1-F &
é 2-M taking deposits ready
12-23-12 $400. 334-596-2759

= CKC Miniature Schnau zers Puppies &

Just in Time for Christmas! Ready Dec 23rd.

Now taking deposits. Vet checked and tails
docked. $350. Call 334-464-0000

English Bulldog Puppies AKC. Championship
bloodlines. Mother and father both on site.
$1,700. First shots and vet health checked.
Call Tony 334-684-6140 or text 334-313-7217

~v
(.) FARMER'S MARKET

Now Open Jackson Farms , Grand Ridge, FL
U-Pick Tomatoes and Peppers!
Bring your own bucket! 7 days a week.
= 850-592-5579 @

SAWYER’S PRODUCE

HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE
WE CRACK PECANS!!!
=

Vine Ripe Tomatoes

Plenty of Greens & Frozen
Peas & Butterbeans!

And Other Fresh Vegetables!!
All Farm Fresh!

¢ 334-793-6690 o

HAY & GRAIN

=» Bahia seed for sale =
Excellent germination with over 40 yrs
experience. Kendall Cooper
Call 334-703-0978, 334-775-3423,
or 334-775-3749 Ext. 102

Luccccusncnnsnnssnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnndd

LEEREEEREL ]
s nmd

Large rolls of Hay for Sale

Bahia & Coastal
S Daytime 334-585-3039,
" after 5pm & weekends 585-5418

HORSES & CATTLE

Cow-Calf pairs for Sale $1775. each ll

334-886-9003 / 334-726-4661

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Coffee County Solid Waste Disposal
Authority has an opening for the position:

Tire Processing Center Manager.
Pay Range $15.08 to $18.83 per hour based
on experience. Previous facility manage-
ment experience in a heavy industrial or
heavy maintenance environment, knowledge
of and experience with facility budgets, envi-
ronmental & safety programs, direct employ-
ee management or supervision, and a valid
Alabama Driver’s License are required.
Experience in outside sales, dealing with the
general public, government contracts, previ-
ous experience in the scrap tire industry, and
proficiency with computers and Microsoft
Office programs desired. Benefits include:
paid vacation, sick leave, health insurance,
holidays and State retirement.

Closing date: December 11, 2012,
Please apply at the Alabama Career
Center, Enterprise, AL.

Coffee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

LAW ENFORCEMENT & SECURITY

» THE CITY OF DOTHAN
Electrical Engineer
$57,283.20 Annually
Fire Fighter
$32,260.80 Annually
Police Officer
$33,072.00 Annually
Closing Date - December 31, 2012
Apply on-line: http://www.dothan.org
For More Details Call 334-615-3188 EOE/AAE

(@) RESIDENTIAL

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

New family rental homes in
Troy. Available 1/1/13.
Whitewater Properties LLC
Email for info and application
Cootk@mindspring.com

Owner willing to Rent or Lease - 4BR/2.5BA
Beautiful Home with 3000SF. Large lot with
tons of extra, walking distance to JH Park.

Hillcrest Elem. Sch. zone Daulphin JH and
very close to EHS. Must have Reference.

1,250. Mo. + 1st/last. Call 334-685-1248

(@) RESIDENTIAL

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

= FORESTLAND & HOMESITES @&
Managed forestlands, natural and planted,
mature timber, and rural home sites, 10+ to
240+/- acre parcels, Jackson County, Fla. near
Marianna, 110 & US Hwy. 231, $2,850+/-ac.,
Call 850-526-0176 or cct@phonl.com

RECREATION

., Matrix 150, 2 valve,
~ air cooled engine.
e Still new, 2011, moving.
SRR Call Larry (334) 618-7646
s .

BOATS

Bass Tracker 2002: 18Ft, 90HP Mercury, black
and gray, Garmin GPS fish finder, front fish
finder, AM/FM/CD Radio, Excellent Condition
$6,500. Call 850-774-6230

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

2008 30 ft Surveyor SV-282
GVWR8922 Ibs, Fiberglass
 lightweight, 2 slideouts, 36
gal fresh water, 30 gal
grey/black tanks, tons of storage. Sleeps 6
queen bed, dbl kitchen sink, AM/FM/CD stereo,
cable wired, checkered flag awning. $12,900.
Email: dreamstuff@hotmail.com. 334-405-0938

Restaurant Equipment
* Ref unit with 3ft prep cooler.
* 3ft. convection oven on stand 220 volt
* 4 burner grill for cooking steaks
* Seven 4-seater tables
* 30 black stack chairs
* 4 boxes of plastic dishes, glass plates,
plastic cups & silverware.
* 14ft 4 well steam table with ref unit and
display case.
* 3ft metal roll around storage box.

$5,000. ALL Call 334-791-2800

(FREE  FREE ADS

Bunk Bed -pine, 2 matt., $400, 334-806-1434
Gold’s Gym Stride Trainer , $200 334-347-5086

King Sleigh Bed w/Select Comfort air mattress.
incl. 3 sets sheets, 2 blankets, elec blanket,
comforter, 2 mattress pads, 4 king pillows,

shams, bedskirt $500 334-803-4096

Piano: Wurlitzer Exc. Cond. $475. 334-347-6375
Washers & Dryers $125 each Call 334-347-7576

(a“ PETS & ANIMALS

FREE: 16 mos. old Minx kittens , very healthy
babies. 334-655-8095.

Reg. Mini Chocolate Schnauzers,
Male & Female, S/W, $500 each
{  www.lovemyschnauzers.com
# Ready For Christmas! x
334-889-9024

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

Buying Pine / Hardwood in )
your area.
No tract to small /' Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
=» 334-389-2003 « |

( IM) EMPLOYMENT

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

SCHOOL CROSSING GUARD:
(Seasonal)

A Employee controls traffic at school
crossings to allow children to safely cross
streets. Directs traffic as needed at school

sites to prevent traffic jams.

OPENING DATE: DECEMBER 3, 2012
CLOSING DATE: UNTIL FILLED

To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30

EOE

(% TRANSPORTATION

IT’S AS EASY AS

1.caLL
2. PLACE YOUR AD

3. GET RESULTS

| WE PAY CaSH
) FOR JUNK CARS!!!

Need a New Home?
Check out the Classifieds

X RIS

ROOMS FOR RENT

Move-In-Ready!!
Room for Rent in Briarwood Sub. Enterprise
Unfurnished with private bathroom!! Fire-
place, Washer & Dryer, deck, garage, dead-
end street, hardwood floors. Completely

(3%) RECREATION

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

W . =% 2011 Winnebago Access
-"ﬁ—g,I 26Q with only 1,500 miles.
Wl ~1 V10 gas engine. Slideout.

@ Sleeps 6, Master bedroom,
microwave/convection
oven, fridge, freezer and
range w/oven, 2 LCD TVs, radio and rear cam-
era. Asking $70,000. Call Rodney 334-333-2044.

(% TRANSPORTATION

1999 Honda Civic EX 126,200 K mi. Nice clean
car. Reg. oil changes, new battery & spark
plugs. New drive belt at 100 K mi. Runs great,
nut needs A/C work. $4000. Only serious ing.
please. 334-714-7694 Leave Message.

2005 Toyota Camry LE 1-owner 102K mi. leather
seats, alloy wheels, tinted windows, exc. cond.
$9500. 334-714-0858

Buick 2005 LeSabre, Low Miles, Very good
condition, white, gray cloth interior, Kelley
Bluebook value is over $10K, asking $9000
334-803-4096

+ DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE? GOT BAD CREIT? %
$0 Down/1st Payment, Tax, Tag & Title
Repos, Slow Credit, Past Bankruptcy OK!

Push, Pull or Drag, Will Trade Anything!
First Payment 30 Days Out!
RIDE TODAY! Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550

[N Hyundai 2001 Accent GL,
=
-“ﬂ'?r-" = *

automatic, 4 cylinder, 4
——#) door, 65,000 miles, clean,
$3895. Call 334-790-7959.

Lexus 2003 LX470-One owner, garage kept,
light beige, 120K miles, Reduce for quick Sale
$20,500 334-687-5283

Mercedes 2006 SL500,
2 For Sale By Owner NADA:
$29,599, Sell: $25,999.
Call 334-714-2700.

MOTORCYCLES

{ 2011 Harley Davidson
; Super Glide Custom
L cool blue pearl & vivid
black, garage kept,
10K mi. full factory
warranty.

(The following are H/D accessories)
Alarm system w/pager & FOB - windshield,
pass. back rest, luggage rack, hwy. pegs
(You will not be disappointed) * $13,000 %
334-598-0061 or 334-432-4372

_'1 2012 Harley Ultra Glide

Limited. 1400 miles. A lot
of extras included. No
) time to enjoy. Asking
$21,900. Call 334-268-3900.
Harley, 2003 Electra Glide ,
25K mi., Great Bike!
EXTRAS! $8,500
i 334-794-5296 or
334-596-5098

Yamaha, 2011 TR125 blue & white dirt bike,
New! Electric start $2850. 913-660-2954 Dothan

SPORT UTILITY

2003 Chevrolet Suburban 1500 satellite radio,
rear air, sunroof, DVD player, custom rims

& running boards 117K mi. $9700.
334-714-8765 or 334-714-9545

Chevrolet 2008 Tahoe , Fully loaded, 88K miles,
white with tan interior Excellent condition 334-

695-0355
ey Chrysler 2006 Pacifica,
f_‘_ﬂ NADA: $6599, Price:

) $5299. Call 334-714-2700.

Infiniti 2004 FX35: fully loaded, excellent condi-
tion, garage kept, pearl white, 96K miles,
$15,000. Call 334-796-1855

Toyota 2010 FJ Cruiser - Trail Teams Edition,
22,088 miles, sandstorm exterior, 4X4, excellent
cond., warranty, $12,400, ngar@netscape.com

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

Chevorlet 2012 Silverado
{28 LT 1500: ext. cab, gray,

§ 5.3 Engine, Brand New,
3000 miles. $26,900.

Call 334-714-7251.

Ford 1987 3910 Tractor Excellent Condition,
Taylorway Cutter 2010, 5ft. Disc Harrow, All for
$10,000 334-695-5123 or 334-687-2319

WANTED AUTOS

E”;-,‘I.:J&-j% CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

1 ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOURTOWING = 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
y © We'llbe your Junker!

i We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$325 & 4 Complete Cars
CALL 334-702-4323 OR 334-714-6285

& x We buy Wrecked Vehicles

-t

ol LR RLLERERRERE |
EEEEEEEEEEEER

A

Professional Business and Service Guid

dated! Available Now! Pets Neg. E -
$450. Month + $300. Dep. Split utility cost. | || Running or not !
Call 334-714-0863 Leave a message. i_ 334-794-9516 or 344-191-4714
»

Your future customers are only a phone call away...

advertise today! 334-347-9533

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

ascape I_¢ Irrigag;
1an Experts on

Specialists in Lawn Sprinkler Systems
& Landscape Upgrades

1-888-569-9600

www.landscapeexpertsal.com

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE

- Home + Church - Commercial

Best Service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

m Rhino Boats $
HONDA
‘4 mARINE SYZUuKi
1) °
Joe’s Motor Service
Hwy 52 E ¢ Hartford, AL 36344

334-588-2968

Buy It!
Sell It!
Find It!
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Infantry evaluates maneuver ca

By Lt. Col. Deanna Bague
Brigade Modernization Command

DONA ANA RANGE, N.M. — Sol-
diers from 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,
Ist Armored Division, are evaluating
how motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles
can help the maneuverability of Soldiers
during reconnaissance missions conduct-
ed in scenarios during Network Integra-
tion Evaluation 13.1.

Soldiers from 2nd BCT, 1st AD, pro-
vide immediate feedback that allows U.S.
Army Training and Doctrine Command
to assess concepts, identify implications,
and enables Army Test and Evaluation
Command to assess the technical perfor-
mance of materiel technologies.

Capt. William Branch, a commander
for C Company, 1-6 Inf., said as far as
warfighting functions are concerned, the
use of motorcycles and all-terrain vehi-
cles addresses the maneuver side of the
house because they allow the dismounted
Soldier to get from Point A to Point B
without any kind of fatigue.

“It leaves him ready to take the fight to
the enemy when he finally gets to his lo-
cation,” said Branch. “It also allows for
him to move stealthily through the bat-
tlefield in the event that he is establishing
an [observation post] as maybe a scout
— he can infiltrate inside and outside en-
emy lines using his motorcycle and not
be very visible audibly to the enemy.”

Soldiers said the motorcycles and
ATVs are an integrated base defense mo-
bility package that allows them to con-
duct reconnaissance and patrols around
their perimeter to make sure it is safe.

“Once we have identified targets and
have collaborated those with the systems
that we have, we’re able to use the mo-
torcycles and ATVs to go out and make
contact with that enemy,” said Branch.

Pfc. Joshua Doster, a tanker with 1st
Bn., 6th Inf. Regt., who is one of the
Soldiers testing the motor vehicles, said
he feels the motorcycles and ATVs will
increase the range of tasks Soldiers can
perform in the area of scouting missions
and area reconnaissance.

“Just being a smaller vehicle [it is]
able to move under cover without the
noise and the profile of a lot of these
larger vehicles that we’ve been using,”
said Doster.

Branch said the integrated base defense
system is in Afghanistan but it’s not inte-
grated with motorcycles and ATVs.

“The work that we’re doing here at the
NIE is allowing for us to aid the Soldiers
that are in Afghanistan,” said Branch.
“This is allowing us to establish a base-
line for our tactics, techniques and stan-
dard operating procedures for how we
employ these systems in a testing envi-
ronment such as this one so that we can
forward it to Soldiers that are in Afghani-
stan and allow them to be successful in
their operations.”

pabilities of motorcycles, ATVs

PHOTO BY SGT. MICHAEL J. MACLEOD

Soldiers from C Co., 1st Bn., 6th Inf. Regt., 2nd BCT, 1st AD, ride motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles to
conduct area reconnaissance at Dona Ana Range, N.M., during Network Integration Evaluation 13.1.

Skills: Beta tests help improve product

Continued from Page B1

or sustainment training.”

CAMS comprises two IMI products, Operation Kanjhar
Strike and Operation Kanjhar Storm. Operation Kanjhar
Strike is a 2-dimensional product with a high intensity con-
flict scenario and Operation Kanjhar Storm is a 3-dimension-
al product with a counterinsurgency setting.

He said the 2D product is focused on the tasks of a brigade
collection manager.

Jamie Tate, MICCC training specialist, said Operation
Kanjhar Strike teaches students how to conduct their own
analysis as well as read and determine the pertinence of mes-
sage traffic.

The 2D game also explains how to plot icons on maps.
“Students place NAlIs (or named areas of interest) on maps
to track enemy movement and develop situational templates
for their plans,” Tate said.

Students are graded on how well they use their collection
assets.

“If they place the right or wrong assets in the wrong place

20TH
ANNUAL 829

LIVE ¢&8p
NATIVITY

Come and watch as St. Luke’s members tell the story of Christ's birth in a unique
and moving way. Located in the church’s parking lot, the Live Nativity is St. Luke's
Christmas gift to the community and is free to everyone. '

ST. LUKE UNITED u
METHODIST
CHURCH

featuring

ﬂanta
AAnonc

Experience a festii'}"é, holidaylevent per}’()rmed by/one of the
=
. - = South’s most accompllshed‘01‘chest1 as._

Fe¥EL ;.

Tuesday, December 11, 2012
7:30 PM

Dothan Civic Center

For Ticket Information Call: 615-3175 www.musicsouth.com

www.StLukeEnterprise.org

at the wrong time, no information is generated to determine
the enemy situation and plot maps,” he said. “It’s imperative
students know what assets to use as well as how and when to
use them or to employ cueing, redundancy and mixing.”

Gosnell said CAMS learning outcomes extend beyond
collection asset management to situational order of battle,
symbology and fusion analysis.

“Operation Kanjhar Strike incorporates fusion of various
incoming intelligence sources,” he elaborated. “Whether
they’re white noise, non-intelligence or intelligence, all
sources must be linked, parsed and vetted for conversion into
usable intelligence.”

Satisfied with the finished product, Gosnell, Gonzales and
Tate acknowledged some challenges they encountered dur-
ing development of Operation Kanjhar Strike.

“Maintaining the original vision was challenging,” Gos-
nell said.

Gonzales agreed, stating the scope changed during devel-
opment. “I think it’s a bigger and better product,” he said.
“It’s definitely broader in terms of scope.”

Feedback from beta tests spurred some changes to the

product.

“During testing and validation, we received a lot of great
feedback from a very mixed group of individuals,” Gosnell
said. “Participants were officers, ranging from non-MI Sol-
diers awaiting course enrollment to current and past MICCC
students as well as collection asset managers downrange.”

MICCC intends to implement Operation Kanjhar Strike
by January. Beta testing for Operation Kanjhar Storm is
complete and modifications are under way.

According to Gosnell, CAMS’s unique features and capa-
bilities are already capturing the attention of other USAICoE
organizations and courses.

Most recently, the Joint Human Intelligence Officer
Course submitted a request for service to modify CAMS and
develop a supplement to their existing instruction.

“JHOC is looking to add more of a HUMINT (Human
Intelligence) flavor to CAMS, which will facilitate its use as
a study tool for course exercises and exams,” he said.

For more information on CAMS, contact LIO Project
Manager Michelle Austin at 533-7140 or michelle.l.austin20.
ctr@mail.mil.

DECEMBER

¥

I'

//)Iﬂ

INVITED

A New Year ~ A New Smile ~ A New You

Join Us to Discover
What is New in Dentistry

Dothan Periodontics & Implants

(in Association with your General Dentist]

New Dental Implant Seminar
When: 17 Thursday of the Month
Hosted by: Dr. John Miller & Dr. Daniel Pittman

Call our office to attend a FREE Seminar and
Receive a No-Cost Consultation and 3D Scan Today!

Please call 793-7232 to register

www.dothanperio.com ~
— No Childcare Available —

Patient-first care for a lifetime of healthy, beautiful smiles

SPACE IS LIMITED
kathy@dothanperio.com
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Picerne hosts milk, cookies with Santa

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

It’s the time of year when red
noses, reindeer antlers and unique
sweaters are donned to spread
Christmas cheer, and Picerne Mil-
itary Housing gets in on the action
with its Milk and Cookies with
Santa event.

The event will be held Dec. 13
at the Fort Rucker Picerne Part-
ners Headquarters, in Bldg. 2908,
and will be a great holiday affair,
according to Brandon Masters,
PMH communications manager.

“We will have photos with
Santa, light refreshments, a craft
opportunity and a holiday perfor-
mance along with other festivi-
ties,” he said.

The photo opportunities do not
require any type of reservations
and include a chance for Families
to incorporate their four-legged
members.

“From 3-4 p.m., we will have
a pet-specific photo opportunity.

People can bring any pet they wish
to have a photo with Santa. We like
to have this special time to put the
least amount of stress on nervous
pets and children as possible,” said
Masters, adding that from 5-7 p.m.
the traditional Family photos with
Santa will begin.

Children are encouraged to tell
Santa their Christmas wishes and
parents are encouraged to bring
their own cameras.

“If parents want to bring their
own cameras, that is fine, but we
will take photos and print them for
free for Families. We print them
almost immediately so people can
take the photos home that night,”
said Masters.

Light refreshments will be
served in the form of milk, cook-
ies, hot chocolate and water for
children and adults.

“Coffee will not be served this
year. We are focusing on the kids,”
said Masters.

Santa won’t be the only one
spreading Christmas cheer at the

event, because word has it that
elves and Mrs. Claus will be in at-
tendance as well.

“This is the time of year where
many Families want to get their
picture made with Santa and we
want to provide an opportunity for
Families where they do not have
to drive to the mall or wait in line,”
he said. “They can come here and
we will do it in a Family environ-
ment for free.”

According to Masters, the great
thing about this event is that the
Picerne team has as much fun as
the residents and the children do.

“Itis as fun or even more fun for
us. It’s just a great way for all of
us as members of the community
to come together and celebrate the
holiday,” he said.

Five hundred to 700 pictures are
expected to be taken during the
event, but Masters wants residents
to know that they will try to make
the event go as smoothly as pos-
sible.

“It is not always the easiest or

fastest transition getting children
on and off Santa’s lap, to help
children to feel comfortable to
speak to Santa and to smile for the
camera, but we will try to accom-
modate everyone as much as pos-
sible,” he said.

There will be entertainment at
the event, provided by the Fort
Rucker Primary School.

“At 4:30 p.m. the first grade pri-
mary school chorus will perform
a holiday pageant for attendees to
enjoy. It includes holiday singing
and dancing,” said Masters, add-
ing that they will introduce Santa.

Children will get a holiday
goodie bag, and there will be an
opportunity for children to make
a holiday craft and mail a letter to
Santa.

“We will have a station for craft
making that children can take
home if they wish and there will
also be a mailbox set up if chil-
dren wish to send a letter to Santa
Claus,” said Masters.

Santa won’t be the only one re-

ceiving a letter or card from the
children. A chance to create and
sign a Christmas card for deployed
Soldiers will also be held at the
event.

“An area will be set up where
participants can either sign or cre-
ate a card that will be sent over-
seas to Soldiers who cannot be
home for the holidays,” said the
communications manager.

Masters also said that the event
is the perfect occasion for Soldiers
to celebrate because their atten-
dance shows that they are home
for the holidays, something that
they may often miss out on.

“This is an opportunity to com-
memorate their time here because
this is a Christmas that they spent
here, not only with their Families
but at Fort Rucker. We are trying
to make it a memorable experi-
ence for the whole Family,” he
said.

For more information, contact
the local neighborhood office or
visit www.ruckerpicerne.com.

Hollyday Bazaar raises money for scholarshlps

By Nathan Pfau

Army Flier Staff Writer

More than 1,200 people came out to Yano
Hall to enjoy everything the 2012 Fort Rucker
Community Spouses’ Club Hollyday Bazaar
had to offer Saturday.

The bazaar was a good opportunity for
people to enjoy food, fun and crafts provided
by more than 65 vendors, as well as a chance
for people to support a good cause, according
to Andrea Merrigan, Hollyday Bazaar co-chair
for FRCSC.

“It was a huge success and we had a large
crowd this year, larger than last year’s,” she
said. “There were a great variety of vendors
that came out and all the proceeds that were
raised went to benefit scholarship funds [pro-
vided by FRCSC], and some to the welfare
program.”

People were able to enjoy vendors with vari-
ous items ranging from furniture to handmade
holiday decorations and ornaments.

Sam Johnson, civilian, said the bazaar was
her favorite event that she has attended so far
this year.

The bazaar was also an opportunity for

people to win prizes while helping out the
FRCSC'’s cause.

“The vendors that are working here today,
when they bought their booth, part of the con-
tract was that they had to donate a prize for us
to be given out,” said Darcy Lynch, first vice
president for FRCSC. “We sell opportunity
tickets and then draw for prizes that we’ve been
handing out to the people that are here today.”

The FRCSC scholarship program provides
students in the Wiregrass opportunities that
they might not be afforded otherwise, said
Merrigan.

“The Fort Rucker Community Spouses’
Club, in conjunction with other organizations
that have donated through our program, has
distributed more than $133,000 in scholarships
over the past nine years,” she said. “Our prima-
ry mission is to develop a spirit of community
responsibility, help the spouses on Fort Rucker
and raise money for the area.”

Many who attended, like Beth Price, retired
military spouse, were happy to be able to help
a good cause while shopping.

“It’s always a great thing if you can do some-

thing you love and help people at the same
time,” she said. “I absolutely love to shop, and
to know that me just coming here can help
people makes me feel good.

“It’s just a great program that they have with
the spouses’ club,” she continued. “For them
to be able to put on something as big as this
shows that they’re going to be able to help a lot
of people, and I’m glad to be a part of that.”

“I’m really amazed at how big the event is,”
she said. “I can’t believe the amount of differ-
ent things that you can by, and the fact that a
lot of this stuff is handcrafted makes it just that
much better.

“It’s been a great place for me to buy gifts
for people since most of the items that I’m pur-
chasing here are very unique,” she continued.
“I just absolutely love it and I already can’t

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Helaine McRae, wife of Col. Stuart J. McRae, Fort Rucker garrison commander, helps Austin Farmer,
military Family member, make his picture frame at Santa’s Workshop during the 2012 Fort Rucker Com-
munity Spouses’ Club Hollyday Bazaar at Yano Hall Saturday.

wait for next year’s event.”
Along with the vendors, people were also
able to participate in Santa’s workshop, where

people were able to bring their children and
make different crafts like picture frames, or
even take a picture with Santa Claus.
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Newcomers
Welcome moved to
January

Army Community Ser-
vice moved the Newcom-
ers Welcome to Jan. 18 be-
cause of the low amount of
Soldiers who inprocessed
this month.

For more information or
for newcomer assistance,
call 255-3735.

Breakfast with
Santa

The Landing will host
breakfast with Santa Dec.
15 from 9 a.m. to noon.
The breakfast buffet will
include eggs, bacon, hash
browns, pancakes, toast,
ham, biscuits with gravy,
assorted fruits, a cereal bar
and more. The price for
this breakfast will be $10
for adults 13 and older, $5
for children 3-12, and chil-
dren 2 and younger eat for
free. There will be a Family
special for $25 for a Fam-
ily of two adults and two
children 12 and younger.
Children will be able to
get their photos taken with
Santa at the breakfast.

For more, call 598-2426.

Comedy Live

The Directorate of Fam-
ily, Morale, Welfare and
Recreation hosts Comedy
Live Friday from 8-10 p.m.
at The Landing. Entertain-
ers will include comedians
Jarrod Harris and Mike
Winfield. Tickets are $10
before 2 p.m. Friday and
$15 at the door. Doors will
open at 7 p.m. and The
Landing Zone will have a
live DJ following the per-
formance. This show is for
individuals 18 and older.

For more, call 255-9810.

Financial
Readiness Training

Army Community
Service offers Financial
Readiness Training Fri-
day from 7:30 am. to 4
p.m. at the Soldier Service
Center, Rm. 284. The free
training provides a practi-
cal approach to personal
financial management so
Soldiers can gain control of
and manage money effec-
tively. Financial Readiness
Training is required for all
first-term junior enlisted
Soldiers (E-1 through E-4).
Spouses are also encour-
aged to attend.

For more, call 255-2594
or 255-9631.

EDGE! December
activities

Child, youth and schools
services host various activ-
ities as part of its EDGE!
program in December. De-
cember activities include
wreath making, winter
scarf arts and crafts, wood
burning crafts and more.
EDGE! events cost $5 per
hour. Activities occur every
weekday from 4-6 p.m.

For more, call 255-0666.

EFMP Information
and Support
Group

The Exceptional Fam-
ily Member Program in-
vites all active duty mili-
tary Families that have
an exceptional or special
needs Family member to
the EFMP Information
and Support Group meet-
ing Tuesday from 9-10

CG’s Holiday
Concert

Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, U.S. Army Aviation Cen-
ter of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding gen-
eral, hosts the CG’s Holiday Concert Dec. 13 at 6:30
p.m. in the post theater. Featuring Fort Rucker’s own
98th Army “Silver Wings” Band, the free concert’s
theme is Joy to the World! The band’s Blackout Brass
Band, Crossfire and Wiregrass Jazz Ensemble will
perform a festive concert with music from around
the world, jazzy holiday tunes, modern favorites and
sing-alongs. Santa will be in the house, as well.

a.m. at The Commons in
Bldg. 8950. The topic for
the meeting is holiday
stress — tips and techniques
will be provided on how
to minimize and handle
holiday stress. The EFMP
Information and Support
Group offers camaraderie,
friendship, information ex-
change, idea sharing, com-
munity resources, support
and assistance with find-
ing solutions, according to
Army Community Service
officials.

For more, call 255-9277.

Christmas craft
making

The Center Library hosts
a Christmas Craft Mak-
ing Activity Tuesday from
3:30-4:30 p.m. for chil-
dren ages 3-11. Light re-
freshments will be served.
Space is limited to the first
65 children to register.

For more, call 255-3885.

Taco Thursdays

In  December, every
Thursday after 5 p.m. is
Taco Thursdays at The
Landing Zone, featuring
$1 beef or chicken tacos
with shredded lettuce, to-
matoes, cheese and sour
cream. People can add a
side of guacamole for 50
cents, or make it a meal
by adding black beans and
rice for $1.95, or chips and
queso for $2. People must
purchase a beverage to be
eligible for dinner spe-
cials. The offer is for dine
in only and is not valid
with other coupons or pro-
motions.

Rib Night

In December, every Fri-
day beginning at 5 p.m. in
The Landing Zone will be
Rib Night, featuring half a
rack of smoked barbecue
ribs served with fries for
$7 with the purchase of a
beverage. The offer is for
dine in only and is not val-
id with any other coupons
or promotions.

For more, call 598-8025.

Steak Night

In  December, every

Monday at 5 p.m. is Steak
Night at The Landing Zone,
featuring an 8-oz. Flat Iron
Steak with fries for $5 with
the purchase of a bever-
age. People can add a side
salad for an additional $1.
Other sides are also avail-
able for purchase. This
special is limited to the
first 100 guests per night
and is available for dine in
only, with a limit of one per
guest. The offer is not valid
with any other coupons or
promotions.

For more, call 598-8025.

AER scholarships

Army Emergency Relief
scholarship  applications
for the 2013-2014 school
year are available at www.
aerhg.org and are due by
April 1. AER scholarships
are available for spouses
and dependent children of
active duty, retired and de-
ceased Soldiers.

For more, visit www.
aerhg.org or call (866) 878-
6378.

Kids Night at The
Landing Zone

Every Tuesday is Kids
Night Character Dining at
The Landing Zone from
5-8 p.m. Children 12 and
younger eat for free from
the Kids Buffet with the
purchase of an adult entrée
(limited to two per adult).
Kids Night events will vary
each week to include Kid-
die Karaoke, magic shows,
face painting, crafts and
more. The event is open to
the public.

For more, call 598-8025.

Story Time

The Center Library
holds Story Time Fridays
from 10:15-11 a.m., ex-
cept for holidays and days
of no scheduled activity.
The free program intro-
duces “the joy of reading”
to children ages 2-5 years
old and enhances parent-
child interaction, accord-
ing to library officials. A
typical event includes a
story, music, and coloring
or craft time.

For more, call 255-0891.

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

Don't miss out, get your tickets while they last!

STAND-UP

THE LANDING BALLROOM
DOORS OPEN AT 7 PM
COMEDY SHOW 8 - 9:45 PM
TICKETS:

$10 ADVANCE, $15 DOOR

Featuring Comedians
Mike Winfield & Jarrod Harris

S10 ADVANCE TICKETS ARE
AVAILABLE NOW THRU 2 PM
DEC. TTHAT THE LAMDING £0NE
598-8025 S15 TICKETS WILL BE
AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR, FOOD
AND BEVERAGES WILL BE
AVAILABLE FOR FURCHASE

JI/IIRE AN |
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, AGES 18+, ID CHECK AT DOOR

For more information %
call 255-9810 or & i Fort Rucker FMWR

Iy
The Landing Zone |\ MWR)/

www.ftruckermwr.com

at 598-8025. S

FORT RUCKER MOVIE SCHEDULE FOR DEC. 6 - 9

Thursday, Dec. 6

Friday, Dec. 7

The Man With The Iron Fists (R)

Saturday, Dec. 8

The Man With The Iron Fists (R)

Sunday, Dec. 9

Cloud Atlas (R)

| TICKETS ARE $4.50 FOR ADULTS AND $2.25 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. |
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Seek 1st to understand, then be understood

By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Milton Johnson
Garrison Chaplain’s Office

Have you ever been misunderstood?
Or, have you ever misunderstood some-
one else? Think about these questions for
a minute and try to give a sincere answer
to each one.

If the answer to the first question is yes,
let me ask a couple of other questions:

What happened that caused you to be
misunderstood?

How did you feel being misunder-
stood?

Was it unavoidable or could it have
been prevented? Many times misunder-
standings can be averted.

How could things have been done dif-
ferently?

What damage resulted from your ex-
perience?

Was the misunderstanding resolved? If
so, how was it worked out?

Now, answer the second question and
go through the same follow up inquiry —
only this time put yourself in the shoes
of a person who misunderstands another
individual. Then ask the six follow-up
questions.

Let me be the first to say that I have
misunderstood others on multiple occa-
sions, and | have been misunderstood
more than once, or maybe a thousand
times, in life by friends, relatives and
people who didn’t even know me.

The problem is, | can’t think of one
instance when | misunderstood someone
else or another person misunderstood

me that | or the other person
enjoyed the experience. The
truth is, neither others nor |
appreciate such confronta-
tions. More often than not,
misunderstandings end on a
negative note rather than
a positive one.

Writing this ar-
ticle reminds
me of a time
when | misun-
derstood my
second oldest
daughter. She
was 17 and
wanted to date,
but I was strong-
ly against it. She
was  approaching
her senior year in high
school and all I could see
in her having a male friend was
(what all fathers see) — multiple distrac-
tions.

Candace spent weeks trying to con-
vince me that she was mature enough
and ready for such a relationship, and |
spent twice as much time repeating the
same words, “It will not happen until
after graduation.” One time, | even said
that it would only happen over my dead
body.

To my surprise, she came home one
day and said, “Daddy, | know what you
said about having a boyfriend right now,
but | decided to date Mike whether you
like it or not.”

Post housing questions?

Visit Picerne Military Housing at
www.ruckerpicerne.com

To say the least, I was floored
by her bold and daring an-
nouncement. So, | lowered
my voice and calmed my-
self down then | asked, “Re-
ally?”
Unhesitatingly, she
said, “Yep, oh yes!”
At this point,
although she did
not say it liter-
ally, I imagined
her saying in
her mind, | am
ready to fight if

I have to.

Enough, I said,
something’s got
to change. | said a
short prayer, then in-
vited her to take a ride
with me to Atlanta, Ga.,

which was only an hour away
from Fort Benning, Ga., so we could talk
and try to understand each other better.
She agreed, and off we went.

Needless to say, | started the conversa-
tion with familiar words she had heard for
many years. And, as usual, she listened
patiently and respectfully until I finished.
Then she began to explain that she loved
school and worked hard to achieve the
good grades she earned.

She told me that she was excited about
life after high school, but that she wanted
to start learning more about boys before
going off to college. She said she didn’t
want to find out about relationships away

from home, but at home, where she could
get parental advice easier than if she was
in a distant place a long way away, and
had to call and talk on the phone.

Then, with tears in her eyes, she as-
sured me that she would never do any-
thing to disgrace God, herself or her
Family regardless to whom she talked
to or associated with. I must admit that
conversation helped me to see something
I had never seen before and hear words |
needed to hear.

Candace showed me that she had ma-
tured enough to put values before feel-
ings. And she convinced me that her
priorities started with God. The conver-
sation continued all the way to Atlanta
without a pause — it was word for word
and one of the best chats | have had with
my daughter to this day.

Surprisingly, | agreed to let her date a
classmate and the relationship turned out
pretty good.

I share that experience to illustrate how
important it is to seek first to understand,
then to be understood.

If | had insisted on getting my point
across without listening and giving Can-
dace an opportunity to fully explain her
position, the result would probably have
been disastrous. Thank God it turned out
for the best because, for once in our con-
versations, | paid attention first!

Think about it. What would happen in
your relationship if you tried this prin-
ciple? Try it and see. Seek first to under-
stand, then to be understood. | am sure
you will be please with the results.
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In Appreciation for Voting
Us Best Chiropractic Clinic,
We’re Offering a
Christmas Speciall

.—-2-"\3-4 M Olordstins!
\\\\\\] HOUR MASSAGE

\ A\ & CHIROPRACTIC CONSULTATION

s 22900

EXPIRES
JAN. 15

i HOLLOWELL 334-393-4425
' www.hollowellchiro.com
/ CHIROPRACTIC 557 Glover Ave. | Enterprise

Pick-of-the-litter

Meet Iris, a 12-month old female mixed breed. She is outgoing, caring and loves to play. Iris is $81 to adopt, which
includes spaying, a microchip and heartworm testing. For more information on animal adoptions, call the stray
facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The facility needs donations such as dry or canned foods for cats,
dogs, kittens and puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. Donations can be dropped off at the veterinary
clinic or the commissary. Visit the Fort Rucker stray facility’s Facebook page at hitp:// www.facebook.com/
fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates on the newest animals available for adoption.

ORDNANCE DEPOT
GUN SHOP & INDOOR RANGE

BUY « SELL « TRADE
8 Firing Points » 25 yd. Indoor Range
454 Hwy 84 E.
Daleville, 36322
334-598-1101
Email: gahbb @ acl.com

Religious

Tuesday - Saturday
10:00-5:30

-] =

Services

I\ B r i =
AN
\ L2 LD Bd ~
WORSHIP SERVICES Contemporary Worship Protestant ecto
n O O 24 4
Except as noted, all services are el s AT 01 o)
on Sunday. svember 30 - Dece
SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER’ *R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*
HEADQUARTERS CHApgL,  BLDG.8939 ; RPRISE SHOPPING CTR
' =1 | TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN
BLDG. 109 9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday PARTZ 615
Mult-Cultural Worship Service School Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:25 S 8 2:00, 7:00 & 9:25
8 am, Sunday 10:45 am. CCD (except during 3 | RED DAWN - PETS
o summer months). Mon - Fri 7:15 & 9:15 € S & 2:15, 7:15& %:15
MAIN POST CHAPEL ' '
) = 11 WRECK-IT RALPH - /&
BLDG. 8940 BIBLE STUDIES " Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:10 ¢ S &5 2:00, 7:00 & 9:10

. m ™ v SKYFALL - FET2
9 am. Catholic Mass, Sunday C: a nll \:;utest;? t V\:or?en;f W | Mon- i 7008 9:40 ¢ 585 200,7:008 940
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship apel, ings Lhapel, luesday 0 RPR

Service, Sunday 11 a.m. Above the Best Bible $2.00 Upcharge for 3D

1205 pm. Catholc Mass, St;’[;’y' Ya"“:aﬁ"’ We‘x‘desld"g’,bl ]
4 LT, LIT). . ! ! © Mon. -Fri /-

Tuesday-Friday s dar; an If‘fm[} LIS 30" 9:25 Everydoy

4 p.m. Catholic Confessions, tuny, Spiitual Life Genter, it RISE OF THE GUARDIANS - X6

Saturday Wednesday =4 30" ¢S &S 210&7:10% @ Mon. -Fri 7:10

20 9:10 Everyday

1 KILLING THEM SOFTLY - [?
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:05 S &5 2:00, 7:00 & 9:05

Noon Adult Bible Study, Soldier

5 p.m. Catholic Mass, Saturday )
Service Center, Wednesday

: ; x 021
WINGS CHAFEL, BLDG. 5:30 p.m. Youth Grﬂup Bible
=4 | TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN
6036 Study, Headquarters Chapel, PART 7° - P61
Tuesday Fri 7:00 & 9:20 @ Sat 2:00, 7:00 & 9:20
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday Sun 2:00 & 7:00 © Mon - Thurs 7:00

6:30 p.m. Chapel Next (Meal/ =
Bible Study), Wings Chapel,
Thursday

School
10:45 a.m. Chapel Next

Il RISE OF THE GUARDIANS - [/
Fri 7:00 & 9:00 @ Sat 2:00, 7:00 & 9:00
Sun 2:00 & 7:00 © Mon - Thurs 7:00

." i Center Point

“Be ye f ollowers ‘l ! | Community Church
tCharismatic f Relational ¥ Purposeful

of me’ even ’ Pastor: Ed CorlLy
as I also am

jr
of Christ.” e

1 Corinthians

11:1

'z Sunday Worship — 10 AM
'z Sunday Evenings — 5 PM
éf} Wednesday Evenings — 7 PM
‘= Nursery — Children — Youth
+ Offlce 334 347 5044
www.centerpointag.org HI
centerpoint3351@yahoo.com

| First United
[Methodist Church

‘Traditional Worship Service
8:30 am & 11:00 am
Contemporary Worship -
New Connection
8:45 am
The Gathering - Youth
5:45pm
Sunday School
10:00 am
Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Main St - Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467
efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

Call 347-9533
to advertise your church
on this page.

Here, it's not about the building...

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
50 Bethlehem Rd
DOTHANVINEYARD.COM
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Childersburg, Sylacauga: Family fun

By Grey Brennan
Alabama Tourism Department

Childersburg — Covered Bridge and
Cavern Fun

Childersburg is believed to be the loca-
tion of a Coosa Nation village visited by the
Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto in the
fall of 1540.

Childersburg calls itself “The Oldest Set-
tlement in America.”

Named for the explorer, DeSoto Caverns
Family Fun Park (5181 DeSoto Caverns
Pkwy.; (256) 378-7252) is a magnificent
12-story cave. Guided tours of the cave in-
clude a light, sound and water show on ev-
ery tour. The more than 25 attractions out-
side the caverns include a maze and wacky
water golf.

During your visit, be sure to stop by
the gift shop for some delicious DeSoto
Caverns fudge. This stuff is so good that
it’s featured as a “must taste” on Alabama
Tourism’s list of “100 Dishes To Eat in Ala-
bama Before You Die.” The park also in-
cludes a butterfly house. In warm weather,
you can watch the butterflies as they scurry
from place to place.

Also on the outskirts of Childersburg are
the historic 1864 Kymulga Grist Mill and
the adjacent Covered Bridge built in 1860
(7346 Kymulga Grist Mill Rd.; (256) 378-
7436). Visit the mill site, walk across the
covered bridge that spans Talladega Creek
and then explore the nature trails. The Ky-
mulga Grist Mill grounds are the home of
the annual Coosa Fest held in late Septem-
ber.

Vineyard and drive-In

Drive on U.S. Hwy. 280 across the Coosa
River and as you head north toward Harp-
ersville (less than 10 miles), you will reach
Morgan Creek Vineyards (181 Morgan
Creek Lane, Harpersville; (205) 672-2053).

This family-owned vineyard and winery
offers free guided tours and wine tastings.
During its annual Grape Stomp, held the
third Saturday in September, you can crush
grapes with your bare feet while listening to
live music and watching the “Lucy Look-
A-Like” contest recognizing the best Lu-
cille Ball costumes.

A family road trip to this part of Alabama
wouldn’t be complete without going to the
Harpersville Drive-In (45 Woodland Road;
(205) 672-8484). This is great evening en-
tertainment for the whole family as you
enjoy watching one of two movies on the
large 80-by-24-foot screens from the com-
fort of your car.

Sylacauga’s ice cream and the magic of
marble

Start your trip in Sylacauga with a fun
walking tour of the Blue Bell Ice Cream
factory (423 N. Norton Ave.; (256) 249-
6100). Children and adults alike will enjoy
seeing exactly how their favorite food items
are made, especially when the tour ends
with a free ice cream sample. Blue Bell is
located a block from city hall. It offers tours
Monday through Friday, with the first tour
at 9 a.m. and the last starting at 1 p.m. You
should call ahead to schedule your place on
the 45-minute tour.

Since you are in Sylacauga, which sits
atop a bed of mostly white marble, take time
to visit the Isabel Anderson Comer Muse-
um and Arts Center (711 North Broadway,
(256) 391-1352). This museum, contain-
ing works of art by the Italian sculptor and
quarry investor Giuseppe Moretti, is a great
place to learn about Sylacauga’s marble
history. It also has a “Nabors Room,” which
celebrates native son Jim Nabors, who
gained national fame as both an actor and
a singer. Nabors was discovered by Andy
Griffith and played the garage attendant
Gomer Pyle on the “Andy Griffith Show.”

Be sure to tour the upstairs gallery inside the
museum, where you will see a copy of the
Hodges Meteorite and newspaper clippings
that tell the story of the 8.5-pound rock that
fell from the sky and struck Ann Elizabeth
Hodges as she napped in a farmhouse in
Oak Grove just outside of Sylacauga.

Be sure to call ahead to chosen destina-
tions to make sure they will be open during
the time of your visit.

You can also view Sylacauga marble
sculptures at the B.B. Comer Memorial Li-
brary (314 N. Broadway; (256) 249-0961)
where the sculptures from visiting Italian
artists are on permanent display. They can
be found in the lobby around the stairwell.
Another must-see are the 17 paintings that
ran as advertising for Avondale Mills in The
Saturday Evening Post. These paintings by
Douglass Crockwell reflect the American
way of life in 1948 and are in a similar
style to that of Norman Rockwell. Look
for the Crockwell painting that includes a
very young Doug Layton before he became
the longtime color commentator for the
University of Alabama Football Radio Net-
work. Layton was born in Sylacauga.

Where to eat

If you’re hungry, try either the more laid-
back atmosphere of The Marble City Grill
(112 N. Broadway Ave.; (256) 245-8108),
located in an old furniture store, or the But-
termilk Hill Restaurant (300 East Third St.;
(256) 207-1001), situated in a 1904 Victo-
rian home. There is a back entrance to The
Marble City Grill, making the large parking
lot that serves the many stores downtown
easily accessible and a joy for those who
do not like to park along North Broadway.
Buttermilk Hill, which offers more of a
white tablecloth dining experience, is locat-
ed in a spacious home with dining options
available in the downstairs rooms or on the
front porch.

A great time to visit Sylacauga is dur-
ing the annual Magic of Marble Festival in
April. A 10-day event, the festival show-
cases Sylacauga’s beautiful white marble
with on-site sculpting, “Marble Mania”
scavenger hunts, and an observation point
overlooking one of the historic quarries.

Oak Grove — where “stars fell on
Alabama’ and your car rolls uphill

From Sylacauga, travel north on U.S.
Hwy. 280 to the adjacent community of
Oak Grove, the site of a rare occurrence. An
8.5-pound meteorite crashed into the home
of the Guy family on November 30, 1954,
striking Elizabeth Ann Hodges. A farmer
found another meteorite nearby. These two
Oak Grove rocks from the sky are the only
known meteors from that day.

To find the location of this unusual event
and see the “Stars Fell on Alabama” histori-
cal marker commemorating the occurrence,
travel U.S. 280 N. from Sylacauga. When
you see the Nissan automobile dealership,
exit to the right onto the Old Birmingham
Highway. The historical marker will be on
your right just before you reach Odens Mill
Road.

Gravity Hill

Seeing the site where a meteorite struck
a human is bound to be an exciting experi-
ence for you and your fellow travelers, but
what you’ll find really cool about your trip
to Oak Grove is Gravity Hill, where, oddly
enough, cars appear to coast uphill. This
last adventure is a great way to end your
road trip to the area.

This oddity happens on a section of Old
Hwy. 280, now officially named Gravity
Hill. For those with a GPS, it should be
easy to find; simply type in Gravity Hill.
If your GPS doesn’t have the road listed or
you’re traveling using a map only, closely
follow the directions included here.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion
Post No. 80 regular meetings are the
second Monday of each month at 6:30
p.m. at the Legion Hall. For more
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of
Commerce meets the second Wednesday
of each month at noon at the Chamber
of Commerce office in the Daleville
Cultural and Convention Center. For
more information, call 598-6331.

ONGOING — \Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post
membership meetings are at the post
headquarters on State Road 84 every
third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.
Breakfast served on Sundays and games
and TV’s available for entertainment.
Open to all. Post can host parties/
weddings/hails and farewells. For more
information, call 598-6211, 598-1297 or
598-6211/379-9187.

DOTHAN

SUNDAY — Landmark Park holds it
Victorian Christmas at 1 p.m. Experience
Christmas past with mulled cider, hot
chocolate, a circuit riding preacher, old
fashioned decorations, turn of the century
desserts and music. Admission is free for
everyone. For more information, call
794-3452.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 27 — The
Wiregrass Museum of Art hosts a series
of paintings, entitled Color in Freedom:
journey through the underground

railroad. The series was part of a U.N.
exhibition in Geneva, Switzerland. Open
to the public. Admission to the museum
is free Tuesday through Saturday from 10
a.m.to5p.m.

DEC. 3-7, 10-14, 17-21 — Landmark
Park hosts its Christmas Past Seasonal for
students in preschool through sixth grade
in either a morning session from 9:30-11
a.m. or an afternoon session from 11:30
am.tolp.m.

Participants will have a chance to
experience an old-fashioned Christmas
with storytelling, games and cider. They
will also have a chance to create an old-
fashioned ornament.

For more information, call 794-3452.

ENTERPRISE

TODAY — The City of Enterprise
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony will
be at 6 p.m. at Johnny Henderson Park on
Highway 167 North.

SATURDAY — From 9 a.m. until noon
the first Breakfast with Santa will be held
at the St. John the Evangelist Catholic
Church New Hall. Bring children to have
breakfast with Santa Claus. Santa will
be ready to hear all Christmas wishes.
Tickets are $7 per child, ages 3 and older
and children age 2 and under eat for free.
Tickets can be purchased at the church
office in advance and at the door. For
more information, call 472-0419.

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY — St.
Luke United Methodist Church will host
its 20th annual Live Nativity from 6-8
p.m.

Located in the parking lot of St. Luke
UMC, on the corner of Alberta and Hen-
derson streets. The live nativity is St.
Luke’s Christmas gift to the community

and is free to everyone. For more infor-
mation or to write a possible story, con-
tact Inrdndrw@yahoo.com.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post
membership meetings are at the post
headquarters on County Road 537 every
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.

For more information, call Connie
Hudson at 406-3077, Randy Black at
393-6499 or Bob Cooper 347-7076, or
visit the VFW Post 6683 on Facebook.

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County
Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank.

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited
to Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall,
1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING — Every Tuesday and
Wednesday, Disabled American Veterans
Chapter No. 99 maintains a service office
in the New Brockton police station.

The officers can help veterans and their
spouses with disability compensation
claims, VA pension, death benefits, VA
medical care, Social Security disability
benefits, veterans’ job programs and oth-
er veteran services. All veteran services
provided are free of charge.

For more information,
Lobdell at 718-5707.

call Chuck

OZARK

TODAY — The Vivian B. Adams
School hosts the 40th annual Christmas
Bazaar at 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Crafts, raffles,
baked goods and more are available for
purchase. Raffle drawing is Saturday at
1:15 p.m.

TODAY — The 98th Silver Wings
Army Band performs a Christmas Con-
cert at the Flowers Center for the Per-
forming Arts at 7 p.m. The event is free
and open to the public.

SATURDAY — The city of Ozark
Christmas Parade begins at 10 a.m. in
downtown.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited
to the Cross Country Workshop every
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United
Methodist Church. For more informa-
tion, call 983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — American Legion Post
78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday
at7 p.m.

TROY

FRIDAY — Troy Arts Council pres-
ents Shelia Jackson - Holiday Concert at
the Crosby Theatre at Troy University at
7:30 p.m. Patrons can enjoy the voice of
Troy’s own Sheila Fayson Jackson as she
joins with a host of other local vocalists,
dancers, and musicians to present her
annual Holiday Spectacular. Admission
charged. For more information, call 670-
3593 or go to www.troyartscouncil.com.

Beyond

5K, 1-mile Race

City of Panama City hosts the Reindeer Race and Santa
Shuffle Monday at St. Andrews State Park at 3 p.m. The
cost is $20 for the SK and $15 for the 1-mile “shuffle.”
Physically-challenged participants and stroller-pushers
are welcome. Registration available at www.active.com
or day of registration available. For more information,

email jmam33@bellsouth.net.

Christmas Traditions

Christmas Traditions is a singing, dancing, acting and
musical accompaniment to bring traditions to life held at
Fort Walton Beach Municipal Auditorium Friday from
7:30-9:30 p.m. Price is $12 adults, $10 seniors over 60,
$8 children under 12. Purchase tickets from the following
outlets: P.S. Gifts, Fort Walton Beach; Connect with
Flowers, Shalimar; Alphy’s Catfish House, Navarre;
FNBT.com Banks, Niceville, Destin, and Crestview; and
the ITT offices at Eglin AFB and Hurlburt Field. For more

information, call (850) 543-5298.

12 Nights of Lights

For the month of December, a festive light show will
be held at Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort in Destin at
the Events Plaza set to holiday music every Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday leading up to Christmasat6and 7 p.m.
Event is free and open to the public. This event will also
be featured during the holiday editions of the Wednesday
Night Concert Series at 7 p.m. For more information, visit
www.sandestin.com/events or call (866) 912-3224.
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Lyster encourages adults
to receive immunizations

By Katherine Rosario
Lyster Strategic Communications Specialist

Keeping abreast of recommended routine immunizations
is not just child’s play. Adults need immunizations too.

Lyster Army Health Clinic encourages adults to check
with their physician to make sure they are up to date on
important vaccinations they may have received as a child,
but not as an adult.

Vaccinations many adults do not receive include the
Tdap shot, which protects against tetanus and diphtheria
and pertussis (whooping cough), which is recommended
every 10 years. Others include the shingles vaccination for
those 60 years and older, and the pneumococcal vaccina-
tion for those 65 years and older.

“Adults need immunizations, too,” said Donna Upshaw-

Combs, community health nurse at Lyster. “As we grow
older, childhood immunizations can wear off, and put us
and our love ones at risk for acquiring old and new strains
of vaccine-preventable diseases.”

Each year, the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion publish a recommended adult and child immunization
schedule. The adult-specific immunizations are determined
by age, lifestyle, health conditions, previous immuniza-
tions and other factors.

The CDC recommends adults receive the seasonal influ-
enza, or flu shot, every year; Tdap every 10 years; shingles
for those adults 60 years and older; pneumococcal for
adults 65 years and older (a one-time shot); and hepatitis
B (three-shot series) for adults who have diabetes or are at
risk for hepatitis B.

Patients who keep current on vaccinations ensure their

body has the right amount of antibodies to fight off the vi-
rus or illness, Upshaw-Combs said.

Adults are encouraged to receive their flu vaccination
every year because the formula for the vaccine is altered
each year to keep up with the ever-changing strain of the
virus.

It is also important to make sure patients are up to date
on their Tdap shot, especially if they plan to be around
children, she said.

“When adults receive their Tdap shot, they are not only
protecting themselves from curable illnesses but also pro-
tecting their loved ones because whopping cough can be
deadly in children, especially those under the age of 6
months,” Upshaw-Combs said.

For more information or to schedule an appointment
with your provider, call 255-7000.

Lyster observes World AIDS Day with patient education

By Katherine Rosario
Lyster Army Health Clinic

Lyster Army Health Clinic ob-
served World Aids Day Nov. 30
by providing educational material
to Soldiers, Family members and
retirees at the post exchange.

This year’s theme, Getting to
Zero, focuses on increasing HIV
public awareness, education and
support of those infected or af-
fected by HIV.

“HIV is still around and al-
though it is not a commonly
talked about subject, it is im-
portant that our beneficiaries
know what they can do to pro-
tect themselves,” said Victoria
Knighton, community health
nurse at Lyster.

The Lyster Preventative Medi-
cine Clinic is available to ben-
eficiaries to provide educational
material and support for those
coping with their diagnosis.

“We help patients make sure
they have the appropriate ap-
pointments based on their diag-
nosis, and can refer them to other

1

specialties throughout the hospi-
tal, such as nutrition care and be-
havioral health,” Knighton said.

HIV is a preventable virus that
is carried into the body through
semen, vaginal fluid, blood and
breast milk. It then attacks the
immune system, but may not
show signs until much later.

Many people have no symp-
toms of HIV for years; however,
when the virus becomes active,
symptoms may begin to develop.

A blood test six weeks to six
months after suspected infection
can determine if a person is HIV
positive, Knighton said.

“The introduction of differ-
ent antiviral drugs has increased
the lifespan of those infected but
there is still no cure for this dead-
ly disease,” she said.

Practicing safe sex, not shar-
ing needles and getting tested are
just some of the ways to prevent
infection.

For more information on HIV
or to get tested, see the commu-

ARMY PHOTO

nity health nurse in the preventa-  Retiree Glenn Davis, right, receives educational pamphlets about HIV from Victoria Knighton, Lyster community health nurse,

tive medicine clinic.
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to bring home to his Family Nov. 30 at the post exchange.
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provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, USAA County Mutual Insurance Company, San Antonio, TX, and

is available only to persons eligible for P&C group membership. Each company has sole financial responsibility for its own products. © 2012 USAA. 139265-0712
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4H provides new experiences for youth

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Deployments are hard
on military Family mem-
bers, but trying new expe-
riences can help Families
cope with the separation.

That’s what 4H and Op-
eration Military Kids did
for 15-year-old Megan
and 12-year-old Alexis
Matthews, whose father
is currently serving over-
seas in Kuwait, according
to Marian Clemmons, 4H
extension agent and OMK
liaison.

“We want to try and
keep children from being
depressed and keep their
minds off of a Family
member being overseas,”
said Clemmons.

The girls participated in
different events, such as:
the Southeast Regional
Outdoor Sports Day at
the Mabson Community
Education Forest in Ozark,
where the girls got to
shoot air rifles, participate
in archery and learn about
wildlife; and the National
Peanut Festival, where
they got the opportunity to
participate in photography
and chicken showing com-
petitions.

“It’s been a lot of fun.
We get to learn new stuff
all the time and meet new
people, and have different
experiences,” said Megan.
“[4H] has really kept us
busy and has helped make
time go by faster.”

“Since our dad is de-
ployed right now, [having
these organizations] takes
our minds of the fact that
he’s deployed for a while
and gives us a chance to
have different experiences
with different friends and
Families,” added Alexis.

The sisters got involved
with the chicken showing
after Megan entered a pho-
tography contest in which
she won two blue ribbons.

“Last year, we met with
[Marian’s Family] while
they were showing their
chickens, and we thought it
was really cool,” said Me-
gan. “When we found out
this year that we could get
involved in it, we decided
we wanted to do it, and
that’s what really sparked
our 4H interest.”

Clemmons said the sis-
ters showed a real interest
in showing the chickens at
the peanut festival so they
began the search to find the
girls some chickens, which
they found in Florida.

“The girls came out to
one of the Geneva County
4H meetings and there was
a girl from Florida who had
two chickens, Old English
Bantams, for sale,” she
said. “My son, Seth, actu-

ally bought the chickens
for the girls and they came
out to our house to start
practicing with them.”

In order to be ready to
show chickens at the festi-
val, Megan and Alexis had
to learn general and exten-
sive knowledge about the
chickens. The girls had to
learn things like parts of
the chicken, diseases that
chickens are susceptible
to, and how to properly
handle the chickens.

“Showing chickens is
absolutely crazy,” said
Clemmons. “My kids show
cows, and what we do with
the cows is nothing com-
pared to what these girls
had to do and learn in just
a few short weeks.”

During the competi-
tion, participants had to
go through three differ-
ent stages, during which
they were asked questions
about their chickens and
were made to show how
to properly handle the ani-
mals.

“It was a lot of fun be-
cause we don’t really get
to handle different kinds
of animals like that,” said
Alexis. “It was just really
cool to do it and spend time
with the chickens.”

“The girls were put
through the ringer,” said
Clemmons. “This was
their first time showing
chickens and they’re going
against children that have
been doing this for years,
but | just knew they were
going to blow everybody
away because they worked
so hard at it.”

Megan placed second in
the competition and Alexis
placed tenth, which Clem-
mons said was impressive
considering their competi-
tion.

“We brought 52 chickens
to the show, and for Megan
to place second and Alexis
to place tenth in such a
large group of children just
made me so pleased,” she
said.

The real prize, however,
wasn’t about ribbons or
who had the best chicken,
said Clemmons, but about
and experience to share.

“This gives them some-
thing that they get to be
proud of,” she said. “I
know they get to talk to and
see their [father] through
[video chat], but doing
something like this gives
them something to talk
about — not just something
to talk about but something
new to talk about.

“You’re bringing some-
thing new in, so they get
to share a new experience
with their dad that he didn’t
already know about,” she
continued. “It’s good for
the parent that is serving
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overseas just as much as it
is for the child sharing the
experience.”

These are the types of
experiences that Clem-
mons said that 4H and
OMK want to provide chil-
dren on Fort Rucker.

Clemmons said 4H used
to only offer activities
for livestock, sewing and
cooking, but the organi-
zation has moved beyond
that to accommodate more
interests.

“This isn’t your moth-
er’s or your grandmother’s
4H anymore,” she said.
“We’re trying to step into
the new generation and
reach out to them with dif-
ferent things.”

For more information
about 4H or Operation
Military Kid, call 400-

2843, or 898-0003.

COURTESY PHOTO
Megan and Alexis Matthews, military Family members, hold a baby alligator at the Southeast Regional
Qutdoor Sports Day at Mahson Community Education Forest in Ozark where they also participated in
archery and air rifle shooting Nov. 11.
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HONORING VETERANS
IMCOM leaders help Bears,
Texans honor vets
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1-145th wins championship

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Story on Page D3

Competition was heated as the D Company, 1st Battal-
ion, 145th Aviation Regiment Bama Bombers met A Co.,
Ist Bn., 145th Avn. Regt. on the football field to play out
two games to decide which team would take the title as
2012 Fort Rucker intramural football champions.

A Co., came out on top, beating the undefeated Bama
Bombers two games in a row during the final of the double-
elimination tournament to be crowned post champions.

“Honestly, the win was kind of unexpected,” said Capt.
Julius Myers, A Co., 1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt. quarterback.
“These guys beat us in all the games during the regular sea-
son and the games have always been really close — literally
coming down to the last play. It was nice to come out here
and finish the job when it counts.”

Capt. Walter Thomas, team captain for A Co., 1st Bn.,
145th Avn. Regt., agreed and said the younger Bama
Bombers had him worried when the final went into a sec-
ond game.

“I thought the young guns were going to beat us because
we had to play two back-to-back games,” he said. “I thought
they were going to outrun us, but we kept our composure
and played a great game.”

The final started as the undefeated Bama Bombers re-
ceived the opening kick and pushed downfield for a short
return. Their offense started strong, managing to push past
their opponents to get first down after first down.

A Co. wouldn’t be shown up, however, as their defense
got into the game and kept D Co. from their end zone and
forced a turnover.

As A Co. took possession, they managed a 20-yard play
downfield and their offense continued to push past their op-
ponent’s defense to get them to the Bama Bombers’ 20-
yard line.

D Co. were able to take A Co. to a fourth down, but a pen-
alty against the Bama Bombers awarded their opponents a
first down, which allowed A Co. to complete a 20-yard pass
and score the first touchdown of the game.

The Bama Bombers took possession and pushed aggres-
sively downfield on the return, but weren’t able to push too : /
far past A Co.’s strong defense, which kept D Co. at bay. . - o i o 3

An interception returned possession to A Co., giving PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU
them the chance to widen their lead on their opponents, an  Capt. Walter Thomas, A Co., 1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment team captain, picks off a pass during the Fort Rucker intramural foothall
championship game at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility Nov. 28. A Co. won the championship by winning two games in the double
SEE FOOTBALL, PAGE D4 elimination tournament against the Bama Bombers.

Intramural
volleyball

Left: W01 Clay Pittman, of B Co., 1st Bn., 145th
Avn. Regt. and player for 110th, hits the ball over
the net during the 2012 Fort Rucker Intramural
Volleyball championship game Nov. 29 at the Fort
Rucker Physical Fitness Facility. The Directorate
of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation Court
Hogs took on and heat the 110th Aviation Brigade
team to be named post champions.

Right: Kelly Kahumoku, military Family member
and player for the DFMWR Court Hogs, gets
ready to spike the ball over the net during
the 2012 Fort Rucker Intramural Volleyball
championship game Nov. 29 at the Fort Rucker
Physical Fitness Facility.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU
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IMCOM leaders help Bears, Texans honor vets

By Tim Hipps
IMCOM Public Affairs

CHICAGO — Leadership from the U.S.
Army Installation Management Command,
including Lt. Gen. Mike Ferriter and Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Earl Rice, participated in
the Chicago Bears’ annual tribute to military
veterans during their Sunday Night Football
game against the Houston Texans on Veter-
ans Day at Soldier Field.

Ferriter participated in a pregame 50-
minute discussion of former Bears players,
medical personnel and other military mem-
bers who discussed concussions and trau-
matic brain injuries.

The TBI panel included Ferriter, Col. An-
drea Crunkhorn from the Office of the Sur-
geon General, Bears neuropsychologist Dr.
Elizabeth Pieroth, former Bears players Otis
Wilson and Gary Fencik, and Bears Presi-
dent and CEO Ted Phillips.

The discussion was part of the U.S. Ar-
my’s partnership with the NFL to promote
positive culture change regarding head in-
juries in both organizations. The relation-
ship includes information sharing between
the Army Medical Research Center and the
NFL’s key brain injury experts.

Through this cooperative effort, both are
gaining a better understanding of exactly
what happens to the brain when it is im-
pacted.

“It was a chance to change the culture, ed-
ucation, and advance the initiative we have
with the NFL,” Ferriter said. “What Com-
mand Sergeant Major Rice and I empha-
sized was that unlike a jump in which one is
physically injured and has to be evacuated,
a concussion falls off the drop zone for not
self-reporting the invisible wound. You are
placing the ‘always place the mission first’
at risk as you are not 100 percent.”

Some of the latest medical procedures,
policies and misperceptions about TBI were
discussed.

The similarities of Army and NFL cul-
tures were emphasized and it was noted
that NFL players are capable of gaining the
attention of Soldiers, and vice versa, with
each benefiting from the other.

The panel discussed the importance of
top-down leadership, the necessity to edu-
cate and inform mid-level leadership, and
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Leadership from the U.S. Army Installation Management Command, including Lt. Gen. Mike Ferriter and Command Sgt. Maj. Earl Rice, participated in the
Chicago Bears’ annual tribute to military veterans during their Sunday Night Football game against the Houston Texans on Veterans Day at Soldier Field in

Chicago.

likely Soldier and player reactions to in-
creased leadership focus. It was agreed
that most players and Soldiers will not take
themselves out of the game or mission in
most circumstances, thus, coaches and lead-
ers must make those decisions for them.

It was agreed that this culture change and
reduction in stigma associated with TBI is a
long-term initiative that will take time.

Ferriter assured that the Army is “all in”
on this initiative and that an open invita-
tion to NFL teams is always on the table
to continue movement forward on this and
other challenges shared with the league. He
welcomed former and current NFL players
to come speak at basic combat training, to
a brigade combat team, or at any Army in-
stallation to share their experiences to help
change the culture and further educate folks
about TBI.

“It was a very engaging panel, as Mr.
Luntz worked the panel members and Sol-
diers alike,” Ferriter said.

Wilson, a linebacker with the 1985 Super
Bowl champion Bears, half-jokingly said
that he dealt more concussions during his
career than he received dings.

The panel discussion was featured on
NBC’s Sunday Night Football pre-game
show and received local news coverage in
Chicago. U.S. Army and NFL social media
sites also recognized the forum.

“It was a great event, and we appreciated
the partnership opportunity to represent the
Army on Veterans Day,” Ferriter said.

Veterans Day also was recognized on Sol-
dier Field.

The West Point Glee Club’s Knight Caps
performed the national anthem. Secretary of
the Navy Ray Mabus and Gen. Ray Johns,

commander of Air Mobility Command,
served as the Bears’ honorary captains for
the coin toss.

At halftime, Illinois Army National Guard
Staff Sgt. Daniel Douglas received a Purple
Heart and Staff Sgt. Matthew Bracken, with
U.S. Army Special Forces Command, re-
ceived a Bronze Star with Valor medal. Fer-
riter also conducted a re-enlistment ceremo-
ny of 30 service members from the Army;,
Air Force, Marine Corps, Navy and Coast
Guard.

During the third quarter, the traditional
Bears/Boeing Military Salute went to re-
tired Navy Lt. Robert Fash Sr., a veteran of
World War 11.

November is the NFL’s “Salute to Ser-
vice” month, during which each team
chooses a home game to recognize service
members.
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MISTLETOE 5K

The Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Facility hosts the
annual Mistletoe 5k and | Mile Fun Run Saturday from 9-11
a.m. Registration on the day of the event will begin at 7:30 a.m.
and end at 8:45 a.m. at the Fortenberry-Colton PFF. Participants
are encouraged to pre-register for the event. The 1-mile fun run
is free and open to all children. It will begin after the 5k is com-
pleted. Each fun run participant will receive a medal. Cost for
the run is $20 with a shirt until Saturday, $25 with a shirt after
Saturday, $12 without a shirt and $100 per team of eight.

For more, call 255-2296.

YOUTH SPRING SOCCER REGISTRATION

Registration for youth spring soccer runs now through Dec.
31 at the youth center and school age service center. Cost is
$40 per child. Children must meet age requirements by Sept.
1, 2012. A current sports physical and valid child, youth and
schools registration are required for participation. Spring soccer
will begin Feb. 25. Prospective coaches are also needed for all
age groups.

For more, call 255-0950 or 255-9105.

HAM SHOOTOUT

Silver Wings Golf Course will host its Ham Shootout Dec.
15 from 7 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The event costs $20, plus cart and
green fees. The game is individual stroke play, and prizes will be
awarded to gross and net winners. For more, call 598-2449.

3 FREE CHRISTMAS AT RUCKER LANES

Rucker Lanes hosts its 3 Free Christmas special Dec. 21-30.
Up to three children ages 13 and younger can bowl three free
games, including shoe rental, when accompanied by an adult
bowling at the regular price of $8.50. For more, call 255-9503.

NEW YEAR’S EVE BOWLING

Rucker Lanes will host two New Year’s Eve events Dec. 31
from 6-9 p.m. and 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. From 6-9 p.m., Rucker
Lanes holds the Family Countdown. Families can enjoy three
hours of unlimited Xtreme Bowling, shoe rental, an all-you-can-
eat pizza bar and fountain beverage. Cost is $15 per person, $10
for children younger than 10, and $60 for a lane for up to five
people. Rucker Lanes advises people to make reservations for
the event.

From 10 p.m. to 1 a.m., Rucker Lanes will host the Pin Down

Countdown. The event will feature a 1920s theme, three hours
of unlimited Xtreme Bowling including shoe rental, a meal in-
cluding choice of soup or salad, entrée, dessert and a beverage.
There will be party favors and giveaways throughout the event.
Cost is $25 per person, $45 per couple or $100 for a lane for
up to five people. People need to make reservations and dinner
selections in advance. A non-refundable deposit of $5 per person
is due at time of reservation. For more, call 255-9503.

WINTER BOOT CAMP

Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Facility hosts its six-
week Boot Camp Jan. 7 to Feb. 15. The program meets five days
a week with two sessions to choose from, 6:30-7:30 a.m. or
8:30-9:30 a.m. The cost is $100 per participant and includes
weekly consultations to keep track of progress, training with
certified personal trainers, access to all group fitness classes dur-
ing the six weeks and T-shirts for all participants who complete
the training. Orientation will take place Jan. 4 at 6:30 and 8:30
a.m. at the Fortenberry-Colton PFF. There is limited space in
each session. Registration forms are available at either PFF.

For more, call 255-2296.
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Spotlight

Christian Mission Bargain Centers
Donation Pick-Up Available

Call 393-4471

Your donation of clothing, furniture, house-hold
items, autos, etc. helps to provide the following
services for the homeless and hungry...shelter, food, hot
meals, for home-bound, emergency utility assistance and
residential substance abuse program.

All donations are tax deductible
307 N. Main Street ~ www.christmissions.com
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Christmas Layaway Now!

Deal Directly with the owner.
Tues - Fri: 10am-5pm

Ronnie Evans Antiques

204 North Main St » Enterprise ¢ 334-347-4944

Your ad could be here
for only $96 per month.
Call Mable Ruttlen for
more information at
334-393-9713

*Select Items

Fine Antiques for 31 years
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David C. Agan Jr,
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

£

(56-35)

ARMY CAME AWFULLY CLOSE TO BEATING WAVY LAST YEAR. THIS SEASON HAS BEEN ROUGH
BUT THE APPED INCENTIVE OF THE COMMANPER-IN-CHIEE'S TROPHY MIGHT PUSH THE BLACK
KWIGHTS OVERTHE TOP. END THE PROUGHT! GO ARMY, BEAT WAVYL!”

Kent Anger,

Directorate of Plans, Training,
Mobilization and Security

(62-29)

"AS ARETIRED SOLPIER, ( WILLALWAYS ROOT FORTHE BLACK KWIGHTS OVERTHE MIPSHIFMEWN.
HAVING BEEN STATIONED ON A WAVAL BASE FOR SIX YEAKS, | LEARNED TO PESPISE THE WAVY
FOR ONE PAY A YEAKR. GO ARMY, SBUASH THE SGUIPS.”

Benjamin Conner,
Directorate of Public Safety

(53-38)

"GO ARMY, BEAT WAVYL!”

Wes Hamilton,

Network Enterprise Center

(62-29)

"THEY CAN BOTH RUSH THE BALL, BUT ONLY WAVY'S PEFENSE witl SHOW UP”

Tish Williamson,
i USAACE

m (54-37)

"THERE ARE SUCH GREAT AMERICAN HERDES ON EOTH SIPES OF THE FIELL, BUT AT THE EnD OF THE
PAY, WHILE YOU ROOT FOR ALL OF THE CAPETS WHEN THEY'RE COMMISSIONED ANY VENTURE OUT
TO PELEND OUR WATION..ON GAME PAY.. IT IS ALl ABOUT ARMY KICKING WAVY'S BACKSIPE.”

Football: Teamwork, planning led to victory

Continued from Page D1

opportunity they took full advantage of as they scored their
second touchdown within minutes of gaining possession.

The pressure was now on the Bama Bombers as the first
half was winding down, and they seemed to finally find
some footing in their offense as they managed to push
downfield and get within 15 yards of the goal line.

A Co. managed to take the Bama Bombers to fourth
down, but, like earlier in the game, a penalty gave D Co.
a first down, which allowed them the opportunity to score
their first touchdown of the game with 38 seconds left in
the first half.

Not to be outdone, A Co. brought back their aggressive
offense, which proved too much for their opponents, and
pushed past the Bama Bombers defense to score another
touchdown before the end of the half, to lengthen their lead
21-7.

D Co. had their work cut out for them as they went into
the second half, but since A Co. received the kick, it was up
to their defense to step up its game.

Bama Bombers’ defense came back strong and managed
to stay on top of their opponents’ quarterback, forcing a
punt.

As D Co. took possession, they took full advantage of
the fact that they were within 45 yards of the opposition’s
end zone and managed a 30-yard pass to take them to first
and goal. They scored their second touchdown shortly af-
ter, trailing their opponents 21-14.

A Co. took possession determined to stay ahead of the
Bama Bombers, and played more aggressively than before,
which led to some careless plays. D Co. managed to pick
off a pass and renew their hopes of pulling out a win.

It was still anybody’s game as the Bama Bombers found
the holes in A Co.’s defense and pushed past their oppo-
nents to score another touchdown to tie the game 21-21
with only two minutes remaining.

A Co. took possession as time ran out and managed to
push downfield play after play, and with 11 seconds re-
maining, were able to score a touchdown to win the game
28-21 and push the teams into a second game.

After a short break, the second game started with Bama
Bombers receiving the opening kick. They started strong
offensively, but an interception changed the pace of the
game and gave possession to A Co.

With spirits high from the interception, A Co. pushed
hard downfield, but an overconfident pass resulted in an-
other interception, giving possession back to the Bama
Bombers.

The teams continued to trade interceptions as neither
team made any real advance against the other. Fatigue
seemed to set in for both teams and the first half ended with
both teams scoreless.

As the second half got under way, both teams were deter-
mined to gain momentum as the championship was riding
on the outcome of this game.

A Co. took possession and seemed to get their second

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Capt. Julius Myers, A Co., 1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment quarterback, runs past an opposing team member during the Fort Rucker
Intramural Football Championship game at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility Nov. 28. A Co. won the championship by winning two
games in the double elimination tournament against the Bama Bombers.

wind as they pushed past their opponents for first down af-
ter first down to get within 10 yards of the goal line. As D
Co. tired out, they were unable to stop A Co. from getting
past their defense and scoring the first touchdown of the
game.

With the pressure on harder than before, the Bama Bomb-
ers slowly advanced on their opponents to push the ball to
the opposition’s end zone, but A Co.’s defense worked hard
to keep them from scoring and managed to pick off another
pass to retake possession.

D Co.’s defense seemed to falter at every turn as time ran
out, and gave way for A Co. to score their second touch-
down of the game, bringing the score to 14-0.

e Have a Family di-
saster plan and
supply kit.

PREVENT CHIMNEY FIRES!

Get your chimney cleaned by a professional!

Chimney irs are very dangerous and need o be deaned once a year
Call NOW to get your chimney cleaned today!

Davis Chimney
Sweeps .

334-898-2662

We do cleaning, repairing and waterproofing,

As the Bama Bombers took possession, they tried des-
perately to get past their opponent’s defense, but another
interception by A Co. with less than two minutes left in the
game dashed any hope for D Co. to win the championship.

A Co. held on to the ball until the clock wound down and
won 14-0.

Myers said it was good teamwork and planning that led
to the team’s victory.

“Our linemen did a great job blocking all season, and
it was just a good all-around effort by everybody and it
worked out,” he said. “Usually we play pretty loose and
we don’t draw out plays or anything, but today we came in
with a bit more of a game plan and it paid off.”

e Build or identify a
safe room in your
home.

e Purchase and use
a NOAA weather
radio with a tone
alert feature. This
will alert you to
warnings issued by - :
your local National =
Weather Service of-
fice.

MLS#20111794.
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44_7 CounTtry CLuB __D_RlVE, OzARK

PRICE REDUCED!!!
Beautiful Tudor Home with 4854 SF, 4 BR,
4.5 BA, 3 car garage, enclosed salt water
pool. Just down from the Country Club.
$369,000

Gene E. Casey, REALTOR e (334) 379-9048

T
r

110 S Main St
Gateway Realty Enterprise AL 36330 SECURITY Ozark AL 36360
e (334) 3473082 ~ EINANCE  (334)774.1838

334-774-4961

Let Us Help You Fill It!

Personal Loans from

$250.00 to $980.00*

Call or Stop by Today!

We Welcome Military Allotment Accounts!

Ask about our Referral Program!

“All loans are subject to our liberal credit policy and credit limitations, if any, and require verifiable ability to repay.

1681

We Prepare Taxes!

A\

123 S Painter Ave Ste F
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