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Club inducts 3 NCOs

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Three Soldiers were inducted into Fort
Rucker’s Sergeant Audie Murphy Club dur-
ing a ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation
Museum Nov. 20.

Staff Sgt. George Lambert, NCO Academy;
Sgt. 1st Class Carlos Murray, NCO Academy;
and Staff Sgt. Loshana Alexander, Director-
ate of Training and Doctrine, were inducted
into the club and presented with certificates of
membership, the Sergeant Audie Murphy me-
dallion and the Army Commendation Medal
for meritorious achievement by Command
Sgt. Maj. James H. Thomson Jr., Aviation
Branch command sergeant major, and Col.
Donald N. Galli, U.S. Army Aviation Center
of Excellence chief of staff.

“A noncommissioned officer must exem-
plify leadership characterized by personal
dedication and concern for the needs, train-
ing, development and welfare of Soldiers and
Families,” said Thomson, adding that in order
to be recommended, Soldiers must embody
these attributes, then go through a process of
boards conducted on the division-level of the
organization.

“The club recognizes noncommissioned of-
ficers who set the standard for leadership and
excellence,” said Sgt. 1st Class Crystal Figgs,
narrator for the ceremony. “[The NCOs’] ex-
emplary duty, performance and unmatched
professionalism set them apart from their
peers.”

The ceremony was unique in that three
members were inducted into the club as it was
decided that two quarters would be combined
to include Alexander, who was deployed to
Iraq at the time of her induction earlier in the
year.

“It makes me feel privileged and honored
to be a part of the club because only about

10 percent of the Army accomplishes the eli-
gibility to be inducted,” said Alexander. “It’s
such an honor to be inducted into a club under
such a great Soldier such as Audie Murphy.”

“I’m so honored to be a member of a club
of somebody that has done so much for his
country,” said Lambert. “I look forward to
giving back to the community as much as |
can.”

Murray said that being inducted into the
club is more than just being a part of an or-
ganization, but being a part of something that
looks beyond oneself.

“Audie Murphy, to me, means taking care
of others before taking care of yourself,” he
said. “You look out for everyone and make
sure they are squared away, and it’s about be-
ing a leader and setting an example.”

Alexander agreed.

“The Army has been changing rapidly as
far as how we do things and what our priori-
ties are, but one of the main things that is, and
will always be constant is leadership and the
need for leadership,” she said. “That’s what
this club basically is. The motto is “We lead
from the front” and I think that is a great foun-
dation for leaders.”

Audie Murphy was a war hero, an actor,
songwriter, poet and the most decorated Sol-
dier in World War 11, earning 33 awards and
medals, including the Congressional Medal
of Honor.

The Sergeant Audie Murphy Club origi-
nally started in 1986 at Fort Hood, Texas, and
the Fort Rucker club has been active on the
installation with leader development and tak-
ing care of Soldiers and Families, according
to Thomson.

“[Club members] participate in numerous
community and Family support activities like
Toys for Tots, the Angel Tree Program, local
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SEE CLUB, PAGE A5

Col. Donald N. Galli, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence chief of staff, pins the Army Com-
mendation medal on Sergeant Audie Murphy Club inductee Staff Sgt. George Lambert during the
Sergeant Audie Murphy Glub induction ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum Nov. 20. Sgt.
1st Class Carlos Murray and Staff Sgt. Loshana Alexander also received the Army Commendation
Medal and were inducted into the club.

Command

dinning facility.
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staff thanks
Soldiers

2nd Lt. Robyn Miller, D Co., 1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt, is served a
Thanksgiving meal from members of the command staff Nov. 22 at the

Army Band hosts CG’s Holiday Concert Dec. 13

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

The 98th Army “Silver
Wings” Band hosts the Fort
Rucker Commanding  Gen-
eral’s Holiday Concert: “Joy to
the World!” at the Fort Rucker
Post Theater, Bldg. 9212, Dec.
13 at 6:30 p.m. to promote holi-
day cheer and good will.

The concert will feature the
Blackout Brass Band, Cross-
fire and the Wiregrass Jazz En-
semble, as well as other special
guests during the performance,
according to CW4 Jesse Pascua,
commander and bandmaster for
the 98th Army “Silver Wings”
Band.

“The entire Family is wel-
come and encouraged to join
us for this fun-filled evening
of festive concert music from
around the world. Jazzy holi-
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The 98th Army “Silver Wings” Band rehearses Nov. 21 in preparation for the Dec.
13 commanding general’s holiday concert.

day tunes, modern favorites as
well as some sing-alongs will
be played,” he said, adding that
the concert will last a little over
an hour.

The annual concert is free and
open to the public, and Pascua

said the concert is sure to ring
in the joy of the holiday season
at the Family affair that contin-
ues onstage as well as off.

“We will have guest artists
and vocalists, and other person-
nel, spouses and children, will

be playing at the concert with
us. We will also have special
dancers from our Family readi-
ness group,” he said.

Supporting the Soldiers and
Families on Fort Rucker is the
bands No. 1 mission, but band
members, like Spc. James Old
who plays the trumpet, said the
concert will give the band a
chance to reach past that mis-
sion.

“We can support the Fort
Rucker community as well as
the other local communities
through this concert. We can
spread holiday cheer to every-
one through our music,” he
said.

The traditional holiday mu-
sic that will be played includes
music from various cultures, as
well as a musical telling of the
“Night Before Christmas.”

“We will play things like Bing

Crosby’s ‘Mele Kalikimaka,’
‘O Holy Night” and ‘Carol of
the Bells.” We also have a few
novelty tunes here and there,”
said Pascua.

To complete each song, the
bandmaster will speak a few
times during the show.

“Before or after a tune, a short
narration will be given to give
listeners a little insight to each
song we play,” said Pascua.

The concertis for children and
children at heart of all ages.

“We will have a very special
guest that likes to wear a lot of
red,” said Pascua. “Dress up
and come out to have a great
time. It doesn’t matter if you’re
old or young.”

Sgt. Stephen Doney, a french
horn player, said this is the time
to getinto the spirit of Christmas

SEE CONCERT, PAGE A5
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PERSPECTIVE

USAARL.: 50 years of research
for Army air, ground warriors

By Catherine Davis
U.S. Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory
Public Affairs Specialist

The U.S. reported a decline in the number of Aviation
mishaps during fiscal year 2011. The decrease in num-
bers from 237 mishaps in fiscal year 2010 to 189 mishaps
during fiscal year 2011 may be due in part of the U.S.
Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory at Fort Rucker
that helps save lives by testing helicopter equipment for
the Army.

Today, many air and ground warriors are thankful for
USAARL’s research accomplishments, which aim to pro-
vide medical research in the military operations environ-
ment to sustain the warfighter’s performance.

USAARL’s history began in the early 1960s when then
Col. Spurgeon Neel, commander of Lyster Army Hospi-
tal, shifted the results of wars through his innovation.

Neel recognized that an expanding Army Aviation
community would need specialized medical and physi-
ological support to help close the gap between Army
combat Aviation needs and human capabilities, and to
protect Aviators from altitude, climate, noise, accelera-
tion, impact and other stressors in a growing hostile en-
vironment.

In October 1962, Neel and Maj. Gen. Ernest Ester-
brook, then commander of the U.S. Army Aviation Center
at Fort Rucker, established the U.S. Army Aeromedical
Research Unit with a goal of solving Aviation medicine
problems.

But in 1969, as USAARU’s involvement in air mo-
bility research grew, the Army redesignated the unit as
USAARL, making it a subordinate command under the
U.S. Army Medical Research and Development Com-
mand.

During the past 50 years, USAARL’s research has led
to many innovations, such as the development of crush-
able ear cups, used in flight helmets, to aid in the preven-
tion of basilar skull fractures.

An additional innovation includes the fielding and test-
ing of the communications ear plugs, which provide Avi-
ators with hearing protection and state-of-the-art commu-
nications. By using the ear plugs, the Aviator is able to fly
extended missions without compromising hearing, safety
or operational effectiveness.

“Every time an aircrew member retires without a seri-
ous hearing disability, he can thank USAARL for giving
him the best hearing protection available,” said Dr. Den-
nis Shanahan, former USAARL commander.

In more than 50 years, USAARL has been involved
with most medical aspects of vehicular occupancy, air-
worthiness testing, air safety, occupational hazard expo-
sures and personal protective equipment.

In addition, USAARL has researched topics such as vi-
bration, jet lag and fatigue, tinnitus, spatial disorientation,
helmets, visors, night vision goggles, seats and restraints,
cockpit air bag systems and fire protective clothing.

In 2006, USAARL developed the noise-immune stetho-
scope that enables medical personnel to hear a patient’s
heartbeat and breath sounds in high-noise environments.
In 2012, medics began using the NIS in operational en-
vironments. That same year, the lab developed the facial
and ocular countermeasure for safety head form to test
and evaluate the performance of face and eye protective
equipment without using human or animal subjects. FO-
CUS provides scientific data to improve equipment worn
by Soldiers.

Today, USAARL’s mission has expanded to cover
research preventing and mitigating Aviator and ground
warrior injuries.

“It is USAARL’s promise to the Aviator, the airborne
Soldier and ground warriors to find medical solutions that
reduce health hazards, prevent injury, and protect and im-
prove performance,” said Col. Dana Renta, commander
of USAARL.

USAARL does this by delivering medical research,
testing, and evaluation solutions for air and ground
Warriors. The lab conducts medical research to devel-

op return-to-duty standards for Soldiers suffering from
neurosensory injuries as well as mild traumatic brain in-
juries. USAARL also conducts research to determine the
effectiveness of life support equipment, and to prevent
and mitigate ground crew and aircrew biomechanical in-
juries.

For example, in 2009, USAARL co-developed the
tactile situation awareness system, which uses the sense
of touch to provide situation awareness information to
pilots. This multifunctional system reduces pilot work-
load and increases situation awareness allowing pilots to
devote more time to weapons delivery systems and other
visual attentive tasks. TSAS also treats patients with bal-
ance problems due to traumatic brain injury.

“USAARL enhances product development by ensuring
the products are optimized to the warfighter or that they
improve warfighter safety and survivability,” said Sha-
nahan.

USAARL has a vital role to play in the development
of advanced products that enhance a warfighter’s senses,
increase his capabilities, or protect him from a hostile en-
vironment.

However, the mission would not be accomplished with-
out USAARL’s team of physicians, engineers, scientists,
psychologists, pilots and administrators.

Through the strengths and talents of its personnel,
USAARL possesses a unique capability not available in
any other Army laboratory.

“USAARL personnel apply their knowledge and skills
to make effective and functional systems for the end user
— the U.S. Army warfighter,” said Shanahan. “In doing so,
the laboratory has had an immeasurable effect in improving
Army systems and has helped save countless lives.”

In the future, USAARL will continue to pursue its vi-
sion of becoming innovators in aeromedical and opera-
tional medical research. This vision will be achieved by
USAARL’s commitment to Aviators and ground warriors
to find medical solutions that reduce health hazards, pre-
vent injury, and protect and improve performance.

‘ ‘ As weather continues to cool down, Families will

turn to space heaters and fireplaces for warmth.

What steps should Soldiers and Families take to
ensure heating devices are used safely? 39

unattended and don’t put
it close to another heat

“Make sure they have a
safety switch on them and
have automatic turn off
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Rick Brand, Mary Davis, Neville Reese, Staff Sgt. Bruce Moore, W01 Benjamin McKay,
civilian DOD civilian civilian 6th MP Det., 1st Bn., B Co., 1st Bn.,
“Don’t leave a heater 13th Avn. Regt. 145th Avn. Regt.

“Make sure you set it away
from the wall or other flam-
mable things. Unplug heat-

“Don’t put a heater close
to curtains or blinds and

“Keep a heater in a central
location and make sure you

source.” in case they fall over. Turn ers or external heat sources keep decorations away turn it off when you go to
off electric blankets when when you leave home” from fireplaces.” bed”
you’re not using them.”
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SUICIDE '
INTERVENTION

sk your buddy

* Have the courage to ask the question, but stay .
calm.

Ask the question directly. For example,“Are you
thinking of killing yourself?”

*  Remove any means that could be used for self-

are for your buddy

injury.

e Calmly control the situation, do not use force.

scort your buddy

Actively listen to produce relief.

* Never leave your buddy alone.
e Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a
behavioral health professional or a primary care

provider.
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Angel Tree

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

With Black Friday done and gone, and many shopper’s
holiday purchases tucked away, the last thing many people
want to do is brave the seasonal crowds again to purchase
more gifts.

But officials at the Main Post Chapel encourage people
to buy a few more gifts for less fortunate children for this
year’s Fort Rucker Angle Tree Program.

The program gives people a chance to provide a holiday
gift for Fort Rucker children in need, according to Therese
Erthal, Catholic parish coordinator.

“Our Angel Tree is located in the lobby of Main Post
Chapel. The tree is up and running, ready for anyone who
wants to participate. All [people] have to do is come in
and take a tag off of the tree,” she said.

Those who take a tag are responsible for providing a
gift to the child on the tag. The program is anonymous.
The only information the giver receives is the gender and
age of the child.

“This year | have 475 children to collect gifts for — that
is about 25 more than last year. Every year there are more
and more children on the tree. So, we ask that people take
as many tags as their heart desires,” said Erthal.

The ages range from 3 months to 18 years and gifts are
asked to be returned to the chapel no later than Dec. 14.

The chapel adopted the program several years ago from
Army Community Service and has turned it into what it
is today.

“Every year I get a list from ACS of the Soldiers, and
some civilian workers, on post that are in need of assis-
tance this year and received Thanksgiving food vouchers.
I then make gift tags for each child and hang them on our
Angel Tree and ask people in the community to take a tag,
purchase an age appropriate gift and return it to the tree,”
said the coordinator.

Gifts turned in need to be new, unwrapped and un-
opened gifts.

“People can choose to leave the tags on or off. It is up to
the person donating if they want the receiver to have the

benefits post children
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Therese Erthal, Catholic parish coordinator, hangs tags on the Angel
Tree located at the Main Post Chapel across the street from the
commissary.

option to take the gift back if it is something like cloth-
ing,” said Erthal.

Gift cards are an acceptable gift and make for a good
choice for the older teens, but Erthal asks that participants
not give food.

“Please do not bring candy, cookies or treats like that.
We cannot give that out and it will be a few weeks before
the children get their gifts,” she said.

“We also accept donations of tape and gift wrap, and
large sturdy gift bags are absolutely wonderful,” she add-
ed.

For people concerned with buying the perfect gift, Er-
thal said that a gift list is not provided.

“We do not have any idea what the children might like.
It is completely anonymous and confidential,” she said.

Erthal hopes that 2012 ends a sad holiday trend.

“Last year we had well over 100 children’s tags left on
the tree. We ask that the community come forth to support
Soldiers and their Families. Having that many children’s
tags left on the tree is such a sad thing,” she said.

The chance for the Army Family to take care of its own
is invaluable, Erthal said.

“We are one big Family and we are here to take care of
one another,” she said. “I don’t think there is anyone, at
one point or another, that hasn’t had to go through a tough
Christmas. A person’s dollar can only stretch so far. Some-
times you need a little help and that’s OK.”

Gifts dropped off after Dec. 14 will be saved for chil-
dren next year.

Gifts can be dropped off at any time, and if anyone
wants to give a gift but does not have the time to claim a
tag they can drop off their gift at the tree and Erthal will
select a child that remains on the tree for that gift.

“People can buy as much as they want. Whatever their
heart leads them to buy,” she said. “Soldiers give an awful
lot. I don’t think the people in the United States appreci-
ate not only what Soldiers give up but what their Families
give up. They don’t realize how often they are alone for
Christmas or birthdays. This is just a great way to give
back to good people who give a lot for our benefit.”

If anyone takes a tag and realizes they cannot purchase
a gift, Erthal said that they can either call the church at
255-9894 and give the tag information so a replacement
tag can be made, or they can drop by the chapel and hang
their tag back on the tree.

“It may seem embarrassing, but | don’t need their
names. None of us know what unexpected expenses might
pop up, so it’s totally understandable when that happens,”
she said.

DPS officials warn of invisible carbon monoxide danger

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

The holidays are a time for gift giving
and Family, but Directorate of Public Safe-
ty officials warn that an invisible danger
lurks as the weather turns cooler.

Carbon monoxide is an odorless, color-
less and toxic gas, and because it’s impos-
sible to see, taste or smell carbon monox-
ide, it can kill before people are even aware
of its presence, according to the environ-
mental protection agency website www.
epa.gov.

“Carbon monoxide can be deadly,” said
David Ammons, assistant fire chief for the
Fort Rucker Fire Department, adding that
CO is produced whenever fuels such as
gas, oil, kerosene, wood or charcoal are
burned.

The first line of defense people can have
against this deadly gas is knowledge, ac-
cording to Lt. Col. Madeline T. Bondy,
DPS director and provost marshal.

“People should be smart about how they
use appliances,” she said. “They need to
make sure they are knowledgeable of an

appliance before they use it. Read and fol-
low all of the instructions that accompany
any [fuel-burning device] and ask ques-
tions. If you don’t know something, find
out by asking.”

Dangerous levels of CO can result from
malfunctioning appliances or those that are
improperly used. Hundreds of people die
every year from accidental carbon monox-
ide poisoning caused by malfunctioning or
misused fuel-burning appliances, and even
more die from CO produced by idling cars,
according to the EPA.

“When using space heaters in enclosed
areas, people have to be very cautious
about the carbon monoxide emissions,”
said Bondy. “Make sure everything is con-
nected properly and people should make
sure they allow for proper ventilation.

“This happens a lot in the winter time
when people are trying to keep warm while
working in a garage,” she said. “A lot of
times, people will close windows and doors
and allow no way for proper air flow when
using these fuel-burning devices — they for-
get to properly ventilate their workspace.”

Because of risks from carbon monoxide

and fire, space heaters are not allowed to be
used in commercial and office buildings on
Fort Rucker, according to Ammons. Space
heaters are allowed in military housing
units, but residents are urged to follow the
safety guidelines provided by the manufac-
turer.

Ammons advises people to have trained
professionals inspect their fuel-burning ap-
pliances, such as: oil and gas furnaces, gas
ranges and ovens, gas dryers, gas or kero-
sene space heaters, fireplaces and wood
stoves to ensure they are working properly.
They should also make sure that flues and
chimneys are connected, in good condition
and not blocked.

Ammons said there are some things
people should never do, such as: idle the
car in a garage; use a gas oven to heat a
home; use charcoal grills indoors; sleep in
any room with an unvented gas or kerosene
space heater; or use gasoline-powered en-
gines in enclosed spaces.

Preparation is another key, and Ammons
said that people should install carbon mon-
oxide detectors in their homes if not al-
ready installed.

“The first thing that we usually advise
people to do, [if CO detectors are installed],
is change their carbon monoxide detector’s
batteries every time the time changes,” he
said, to make sure that the detectors are in
proper working order.

People should also have awareness about
symptoms of possible carbon monoxide
poisoning, so that they are able to detect the
danger before it’s too late, said Ammons.

According to the EPA, if people are ex-
periencing severe headaches, becoming
dizzy, mentally confused, nauseated or
faint — they may be experiencing moderate
levels of carbon monoxide poisoning.

“A lot of times people will mistake [the
symptoms] for the flu,” said the assistant
fire chief. “If people are exposed to moder-
ate levels of carbon monoxide over a long
period of time, they can die.”

If people are experiencing any symptoms
of CO poisoning, they should immediately
get fresh air, said Ammons. Possible vic-
tims should ventilate and leave the house,
and go to an emergency room and talk to a
physician, letting the physician know they
suspect carbon monoxide poisoning.

News Briefs

Traffic delays

Daleville holds its Christmas parade Friday at 5:30
p.m. People who use the Daleville Gate around that time
should expect traffic delays.

PX closes early Sunday

The Fort Rucker Post Exchange will close an hour ear-
ly Sunday at 5 p.m. for its Christmas party. Dec. 9, the PX
goes to new operating hours on Sundays. The new hours
are 11 am. to 6 p.m. each Sunday. The hours Mondays
through Saturdays will remain the same, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Military pay closure

The Defense Military Pay Office will close at noon
Dec. 7 for its holiday luncheon and off-site training. All
DMPO customers are asked to visit the DMPO with their
pay inquiries prior to the closure. Soldiers who have a
military pay emergency or need to clear the DMPO dur-
ing this time should call Christy Carter at 237-1968 or
James Fails at 470-4405 for assistance. The office will
reopen Dec. 10 and begin new operating hours of 7:30
a.m.to4 p.m.

Aviation Seminar Series

The U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence hosts the
continuation of its Army Aviation Seminar Series Dec. 11
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the U.S. Army Aviation Mu-
seum. This third part of the series features a distinguished
panel of veterans on hand to discuss the birth of Army
Aviation as a branch in 1983 and on into its employment
in Operation Desert Storm. All are invited to attend.

Siren test

The Installation Operations Center conducts a test of
the emergency mass notification system the first Wednes-
day of each month at 11 a.m. At that time people will hear
the siren over the giant voice. No actions are required.

Holiday meal hours

During the holiday break from Dec. 20 to Jan. 2, the
Warrant Officer Candidate Dining Facility, Bldg. 5914,
will close and meals will be served at the Advanced Indi-
vidual Training DFAC, Bldg. 6204.

Meal hours at the AIT DFAC will be 8-9 a.m., noon to
1 p.m. and 4:30-5:30 p.m.

The WOC DFAC will close after the lunch meal Dec.
19 and will reopen for the breakfast meal Jan. 3. Dec. 19,
the dinner meal will be served at Bldg. 6204.

The holiday meal will be served Dec. 18 at both DFACs
during the regular scheduled lunch meal hours. The
holiday meal rate of $7.50 will apply. Family members,
guests and retirees are welcome. A traditional holiday
meal will also be served on Christmas Day for patrons
on the installation.

For more, call 255-3017.

1st WOC change of command

The 1st Warrant Officer Company hosts its change of
command ceremony Dec. 18 at 9 a.m. at the Fort Rucker
Wings Chapel, Bldg. 6036 on Andrews Avenue. CW3 (P)
Travis T. Elliott will assume command of the company
from CW4 (P) Richard C. Myers Jr.

For more, call 255-2646.

Instructors of the year

The U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence hosts its
Instructors of the Year Awards Ceremony Dec. 14 at 2
p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

For more, call 255-9840.

Holiday gift wrapping

Community groups can raise funds while spreading
holiday cheer as the Fort Rucker Exchange solicits part-
ners for the Army and Air Force Exchange Service’s an-
nual community gift wrap program.

“In order to make the holidays a little easier, the ex-
change partners with local groups to ensure gifts can be
wrapped up before they even leave the store,” said Don
Walter Jr., main store manager. “Beyond offering a one-
stop solution for busy military shoppers, this effort also
helps raise money for local military support initiatives.”

During peak holiday seasons, the Fort Rucker Ex-
change sets up tables and provides supplies that commu-
nity volunteer groups can use to wrap gifts in exchange
for donations. Interested organizations can contact the
Fort Rucker Exchange for information on scheduling a
time to participate by calling 503-9044, Ext. 211.

PX return policy

Nearly 20 percent of Americans will return at least one
holiday gift item this holiday season, according to Lavi In-
dustries, a provider of public guidance. To take the stress and
confusion out of the return process, the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service has extended the terms of its hassle-free
return policy for the holidays.

“We want to make returns as simple as possible for our
holiday shoppers,” said Don Walter Jr., Fort Rucker Ex-
change’s main store manager. “Our relaxed refund policy
will guarantee customer satisfaction.”

The exchange’s standard policy limits returns anywhere
from 15 to 90 days with a sales receipt, but the holiday return
and exchange policy extends these guidelines through Jan.
31 for any item purchased between Nov. 1 and Dec. 24.

As is the case year-round, refund requests with sales re-
ceipts are processed in accordance with original forms of
payment (cash for cash, credit for credit card). Refund re-
quests without sales receipts receive an exchange gift card.

In addition to returns on items purchased at the Fort
Rucker Exchange, shopmyexchange.com orders can be re-
turned to the nearest Army, Air Force, Marine Corps, Navy
or Coast Guard Exchange. Online returns due to an error on
the exchange’s part reimburse standard shipping charges, as
well.

Thrift shop

The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and also the first Saturday of the month
from 8 a.m. to noon, unless it falls on a holiday weekend and
then the shop will be open on the second Saturday.

The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted items. People
can drop off donations at any time in the shed behind the
shop (former Armed Forces Bank building) located in front
of the theater next door to the bowling alley. Donations are
tax deductible.

For more, call 255-9595.

Electronic retiree newsletter

The annual retiree newsletter is now available via email.
To receive the newsletter electronically, people should send
an email to ruck.retirees@conus.army.mil requesting the
newsletter, and also include their name and U.S. Postal ad-
dress.
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Decisive Action Training Environment:
Future training grounded In today’s intelligence

By Sgt. 1st Class
Kelly Jo Bridgwater
U.S. Army Training and
Doctrine Command

FORT EUSTIS, Va. —
To ensure Soldiers are
trained and ready for any
mission, the U.S. Army
Training and Doctrine
Command’s Director-
ate of Intelligence cre-
ated the Decisive Action
Training Environment, a
program that uses current
intelligence to create in-
tense, authentic training
environments for Sol-
diers, leaders and units.

For years, Combat
Training Centers have
conducted mission readi-
ness exercises for units
designed to prepare Sol-
diers for deployment to
Irag and Afghanistan.

The DATE allows
Soldiers to use combat
“tools” to solve tactical
problems in a wide range
of real-world scenari-
os derived from actual
threats across the Army’s
Operational Environment
instead of a training sce-
nario derived from a
known deployment loca-
tion.

“Soldiers want realism
as manifested by a well-
trained opposing force,
good training areas, role
players, and all the things
that make combat the
complex event that it is,”
said Gary Phillips, direc-
tor of TRADOC Intelli-
gence Support Activity.
“DATE is not a rehash
of yesterday’s headlines
about any place in the
world.”

The first step in de-
veloping DATE was to
establish a framework
and analysis for captur-
ing the conditions across
a particular OE. Studies
focused on the notion of
ground operations requir-
ing a brigade-size unit
and the expected mission
essential tasks.

The second step was to
look at OEs likely to re-
quire Army employment
in the near to mid-term
future. The scenarios
used in the DATE are not
an attempt to determine

Opportunity

Knocks

>>Employment Forum<<

The Department
of the Army has the
following vacancies. For
announcements and
application information, call
255-9015 or visit www.
armycivilianservice.com

INTERNAL

Air Traffic Control
Specialist (Terminal)
SCEG12249954779832
GS-2152-12/13
Closing Date: Nov. 30

Drug Test Coordinator
SCEG12240792780846
GS-0303-06/07

Closing Date: Nov. 30

Human Resources
Assistant (MIL/OA)
SCEG12265424787755
GS-0203-06/07
Closing Date: Dec. 4

Supervisory
Management Analyst
SCEG12252783777666
(GS-0343-213

Closing Date: Dec. 4

Helicopter Flight
Instructor
SCEG12274068781569
GS-2181-13

Closing Date: Dec. 6

Security Guard
SCEG12049170672729S
GS-0085-04

Closing Date: Sept. 13, 2013

the next deployment lo-
cation for U.S. ground
troops. Instead, the list of
particular OEs act as an
aid to inform the training
community at the Army’s
Combat Training Centers
the range of potential
conditions U.S. ground
forces are likely to en-
counter based on real-
world intelligence.

“The DATE scenario is
complexand multinodal,”
said Brig. Gen. Charlie
Flynn, deputy command-
ing general of operations
for the 82nd Airborne
Division at Fort Bragg,
N.C. “The changing con-
ditions and variables that
units are confronted with
place enormous demands
on our leaders; they have
to remain engaged intel-
lectually and physically.
The DATE conditions
enable a unit and leader
“crucible” at our combat
training centers.”

The DATE is further
enhanced by scalable ex-
ercise design, database

1

e

e
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West Gate Center ® Enterprise ® 347-9181

creation and manipula-
tion, and OE products
from the Training Brain
Operations Center,
which, like the TRADOC
Intelligence Support Ac-
tivity, is a component of
the TRADOC G-2 OE
Enterprise.

For example, in Octo-
ber the TBOC supported
the DATE-based mission
readiness exercise for the
2nd Cavalry Regiment
at the Joint Multina-
tional Training Center in
Grafenwoehr, Germany.
Using parameters set by
official DATE publica-
tions, the TBOC created
insurgent, paramilitary
and criminal threat net-
works, including bio-
graphic data sheets for
more than 220 unique
opposing force roles.

It also created historic
databases for intelligence
reports, imagery prod-
ucts, and open source
messages to add com-
plexity and to facilitate
training objectives.

@OW e
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25% OFFc
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COUNSELING PLUS

but not required

Call for an
appointment today!
334-774-5300 or
334-774-5219
258 South Painter Ave.
Ozark, AL
www.CounselingPlus.net

John D. Rook,

MS, NCC, LPC, DCC

“Your Source of Comprehensive
Counseling with a Christian Option.”
e Behavioral Problems
e Academic Problems
e Marital Problems e Depression
e Anxiety ¢ ADHD

Tricare, AllKids, BC/BS
& Most Other Insurance Plans Accepted

Doctor’s referral accepted

— All Military Families Welcome —

P . j \
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Look Ageless

-

.

Now there’s a quick
and easy way to look
younger. All of our
cosmetic enhancement
techniques offer fruly
amazing results
without the risks and
discomfort of traditional
surgery.

¢ Botox Injections

e Juvederm

¢ Chemical Peel

¢ Facial Plastics

e General ENT CARE

Scoft A. Charlton
MD, FACS

Board Certified in
Otolaryngology

Head and Neck
Surgery and Allergy

Wiregrass Ear, Nose & Throat
334-308-WENT (9368)

Enterprise ~ 101 E. Brunson Street, Suite 102
Ozark ~ 2126 Roy Parker Road, Suite 206

“We help units tailor
their exercise to their
training requirements,”
said Jim Slavin, TBOC
director. “The custom-
ized databases and on-
site expertise give units
a better understanding of
their OE and the asym-
metric  threats they’ll
face in the future.”

There are eight vari-
ables used to create the
OEs and they center on
the political, military,
economic, social, infor-
mation, infrastructure,
physical  environment,
and time components
of a particular area. The
variables combined with
embedded real-world ac-
tors create an array of
potential threat capabili-
ties that anticipate future
conflicts. Together, they
create a picture of the
environment’s nature and

characteristics that would
significantly impact the
military if deployed to
that area of the world.
According to Maj.
Keefe A. Savin, public
affairs officer for the 2nd
Brigade Combat Team,
82nd Airborne Division,
Fort Bragg, N.C., the
DATE exceeded expec-
tations during the BCT’s
recent rotation at the
Joint Readiness Training
Center at Fort Polk, La.
“The fact that this was
the first time we have
been able to do this type
of training and the first
time this (Decisive Ac-
tion Training Environ-
ment) has been done at
JRTC over the last 10-
year period — we were
impressed with the level
of training and profes-
sionalism we received
and can take back into

NSw @pen

ENTERPRISE’S ONLY HOME &

FASHION CONSIGNMENT SHOP . & ®

the force,” Savin said.
“The training gave us
the final few vyards to
be ready to answer our
nation’s call to deploy
anywhere in the world on
short notice.”

According to Flynn,
the DATE scenarios pro-
vide commanders with
realistic training that will
better prepare them for
the combat environment.

“When the complex-
ity of the environment
is coupled with the op-
erational tempo, it places
great stress on our units
and leaders. It’s some-
thing we can’t replicate
at home station,” said
Flynn. “At the CTCs,
units and leaders will
make mistakes, but from
those mistakes, we will
learn — and learning be-
fore going to combat will
save lives.”

- 4

LIKE US ON
" FACEBOOQK! “‘
L I

BRING IN THIS AD & SAVE 70%

ON YOUR PURCHASE

@ eSwap

UPSCALE HOME AND

FASHION CONSIGNMENT
1111 RUCKER BLVD e ENTERPRISE

(next to Captain D’s)

334.494.4592 » deswapinfo@gmail.com

/

INVITED

A New Year ~ A New Smile ~ A New You

Join Us to Discover
What is New in Dentistry

Dothan Periodontics & Implants

(in Association with your General Dentist]

New Dental Implant Seminar

When: 17 Thursday of the Month

Hosted by: Dr. John Miller & Dr. Daniel Pittman

Call our office to attend a FREE Seminar and
Receive a No-Cost Consultation and 3D Scan Today!

Please call 793-7232 to register

www.dothanperio.com ~
— No Childcare Available —

Patient-first care for a lifetime of healthy, beautiful smiles

SPACE IS LIMITED

kathy@dothanperio.com
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Soldiers line up to congratulate the newest inductees into the Sergeant Audie Murphy Club, during a ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum Nov. 20.

Club: NCOs dedicated to community

Continued from Page Al

food locker collection and the Army Emergency Relief
fund,” he said, adding that in the past year, the Sergeant
Audie Murphy Club raised over $2,000 for the child

advocacy center on Fort Rucker.

The club also has the added responsibility of running
the USAACE-level ceremonies on the installation, ac-
cording to Thomson, and provides the narrators, award
bearers and personnel needed for the ceremonies.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

“This small group of NCOs is very dedicated to our
community, our Soldiers and Families,” said Thomson.
“They are a great example of professional leaders in our
formation and are truly setting a huge example for our
young Soldiers to aspire to.”

Concert: Event aims to create Family holiday memories

Continued from Page A1

and to create Family memories.

“It’s going to be a great time whether
you’re military or not. It reminds us of
holidays past and it will create memories
for children. Soldiers sometimes don’t
get to spend holidays with their Fami-
lies, so [Soldiers need to] take advantage

of the post events if [they] are fortunate
enough to be with [their] Families this
season,” he said.

Old added that the concert is a great
way for the post and the local commu-
nity to mingle together and celebrate the
special season.

“We want to give back to the civilian
community. They support us just like we

support them. This area is very proud of
its military heritage, so even though this
is a small holiday event we really hope
civilians will come and celebrate Christ-
mas with us,” he said.

Band members encourage people to
come early to enjoy the music in the
foyer before the concert begins.

“This is a nice way to get to perform

for the public. I am really looking for-
ward to the holiday concert. This is a
more traditional way for Soldiers who
may be away from their Families to
celebrate the holiday and just for those
who may have never heard a holiday
concert live before. Come a little early,
get a good seat and have a fun Christmas
time,” said Doney.

Do

Army Aviation Center
. Federal Credit Union

Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Road, Fort Rucker Across from the Commissary

HOIldqy glﬂ glVlng season is here ...
outf.iinTh

341 North Daleville Avenue, Daleville

(334) 598-4411

www.aacfcu.com

= ol
; P i h. =
2l 3
c O |
) Ll II;
oy o nh F'ﬂ_"\-u "
[ y F

about our Visa®

Gift Cardsl

Visa® gift cards are perfect for hard-to-buy-for family and friends, teachers, babysitters or any last minute gift.
Gift cards work like debit cards, only you load a prepaid amount, and it can be used anywhere Visa® debit cards
are accepted. Order online or purchase gift cards at any of our branches.
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A processing fee may apply.
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

STARTING AT

$149,500

»GOME SEE THESE
'BEAUTIFUL HOMES

NEW CONSTRUCTION
$149,500
203 WINTERBERRY

The Cottages at Woodland Park: These cottages are
tucked in the woods off Ball Weevil Cirgle. While
providing privacy, they offer the convenience to schools,
shopping, golf, restaurants & minutes from Ft. Rucker.

2" faux wood blinds, framad mirrors in bathroom &
tray ceiling in grandroom. (Winterberry Plan] Owner
is licensed residential home builder & REALTOR in the
state of Alabama.

Stainless appliances, lowe E windows, irrigation system,

NEW CONSTRUCTION
$149,500
205 WINTERBERRY

The Cottages at Woodland Park: These cottages are
tucked in the woods off Boll Weevil Cirgle. While
providing privacy, they offer the convenience to

schools, shopping, golf, restaurants & minutes from

Ft. Rucker. Stainless appliances, lowe E windows,
irrigation system, 2" faux wood blinds, framad mirrors in
bathroom & tray ceiling in grandroom. (Maple Leaf Plan)
Owner is licensed residential home builder & REALTOR
in the state of Alabama.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
$163,500
209 WINTERBERRY

The Cottages at Woodland Park: These cottages are
tucked in the woods off the Boll Weevil Cirgle. While
providing privacy, they offer the convenience to
schools, shopping, golf, restaurants and minutes from
Fort Rucker. Stainless appliances, lowe E windows,
irrigation system, 2" faux wood blinds, framed mirrors
in bathroom 8§ tray ceiling in grandroom. (Laure! Plan)
Owner is licensed residential home builder & REALTOR
in the state of Alabama.

BILLY COTTER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Exclusively marketed by CENTURY 21° Regency Realty, Inc. 334.347.0048

347-26005

e

View more pictures
of these homes at
y WWW. c21regencyrealty com
S Become
a fan on
Facebook

SMARTER. BOLDER. FISTEH.
Recency ReaLty, Inc.

!E- @ 334-347-0048

Www.C2 1 REGENCYREALTY.COM 531 Boll Weevil Circle

NEW PRICES!

102 DEERFIELD ..................... $64,900
127 FAIRVIEW .............ccuc...... 962,500
113 PALISADES.................... $184,000
5006 CR 36..............cceueneeeen. $67,000
46 ASHLEY.............cceenenen. $149,500
106 LAKE RIDGE................... $282,400

303 LAKE OLIVER................. $159,900
NEW CONSTRUCTION ~ $124,500

119 JASMINE CIRCLE:
Woodland Park Subdivision...
new construction. Minutes
from Rucker Blvd. A great
location as many home
buyers are discovering the
conveniences & beaufy of
living within the neighbor-
hood. All appliances, washer
& dryer, carpet, file, 2" faux
wood blinds, low E windows,
sprinkler system, rear fence
& 1-car garage. Owner is
licensed residential home
builder/real estate agent in
the state of Alabama 347-
2600.

128 JASMINE CIRCLE:
Woodland Park Subdivision...
new consfruction. Minutes
from Rucker Blvd. A great
location as many home buy-
ers are discovering the con-
*| veniences & beauty of living
within the neighborhood. All
appliances, washer & dryer,
carpet, file, 2" faux wood
blinds, low E windows, sprin-
Kler system, rear fence & 1-car
garage. Owner is licensed
residential home builder/real
estate agent in the state of
Alabama 347-2600.

110 VICTORIA: brick home in established neighborhood - Very
convenient to Ft Rucker. Fran Claytor 790-5973

Become
a fan on
Facebook

u:

334-347-0048

View more pictures
of these homes at
y WWW. c21regencyrealty com

SMARTER. BOLDER. FISTEE
Recency Reavty, Inc.

B &

WWW.C2 1 REGENCYREALTY.COM 531 Boll Weevil Circle
$95,000

4503 S HIGHWAY 123 Beuunful huge oak frees on this Iurge
1+ acre lot. Bonus room upstairs off one of the bedrooms.
Great family home with lots of room. MBR downstairs.
Wonderful front porch plus covered breezeway fo garage.
Plenty of storage above garage. Home in good condition &
some updates. Pat Leggett 406-7653

NEW CONSTRUCTION

—
46 RICHARD ~ $144,900: Just one minute from the Ft.
Rucker gate, open floor plan, large pantry, ceramic file in
kitchen & bathrooms, walk-in closefs, ceiling fans. Seller is AL
licensed builder & agent if family member & licensed agent in
the state of AL. Luda Streck 449-2826

$67,000

5006 COUNTY ROAD 36: Country seh‘lng chormlng & weII
maintained, workshop wi/electric, extra shed w/deck, roof
5-yr, HVAC 5-yr, countertops & carpet 5- yr. Open kitchen has
a large pantry. Mofivated sellers bring all offers. Bonus room
could be used as an office, 4T master bedroom or additional
living area. Huge area for garden. Mature pecan trees & grapevines. Quick drive fo
the beaches. Don't let the price fool you, home is in excellent condition. These owners
really took care of this home. Debbie Sunbrock 406-9079

$128,400

104 CAMBRIDGE: Really well maintained 3/2 close to everything:
schools, churches, hospital, shopping, golf. Updated kiichen &
appliances, new flooring, privacy fence & a screened in room
added in 2009. New roof & vinyl siding in 2004, new A/C in 2009.
Come see this prefty & functional home with ifs invifing & relaxing
screened in room. What a great place to enjoy back yard fun with
friends! Jan Sawyer 406-2393

View more pictures

of these homes at
v WWW. c21regencyrealty com
S Become
afanon
Facebaok
334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

SMARTER. BOLDER. FISTEH.
Recency Reavty, Inc.

B @

WWw.C2 I REGENCYREALTY.COM

HUNTER RIDGE $286 500

58 COUNTY ROAD 171: Beautiful home, hardwood floors

throughout, custom cabinets, granite counter tops, stainless
appliances, pretty custom trim package & custom built man-
fel. Claw foot fub & tiled shower in MBA. Custom cabinefs &
sink in laundry room, huge lot (1.05+) with mature hardwood
frees, plenty of room for a pool. Fran Claytor Kaltenbaugh 790-5973

NEW LISTINGS

303 HICKORY BEND ~ $150,000
NANCY CAFIERO

315 PR 1211 ~ $739,000
ROBIN FOY 389-4410

106 VINTAGE ~ $165,500
BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534

808 ALBERTA ~ $14,000
ROBIN FOY 389-4410

305 CEDAR ~ 69,000
JAN SAWYER 406-2393

115 CREEKE ~ $107,000
NICOLE ANNICELLI 464-0782

122 WHITNEY ~ $139,900
GINA SWAN 447-9451

VISIT OUR YOUTUBE
REAL ESTATE CHANNEL
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16th CAB completes aerial gunnery

COURTESY PHOTO

An AH-64 Apache helicopter pilot flies to the ammunition restock point after unloading rounds into a
target at the 16th CAB aerial gunnery at Yakima Training Center, Wash., recently.

By Sgt. Adrianna Barnes
16th CAB Public Affairs

YAKIMA, Wash. — 16th Combat Avia-
tion Brigade began its transition from a
force-generating build-up into a training
phase, in accordance with Army Force
Generation model, with its first aerial gun-
nery at Yakima Training Center recently.

Each subordinate battalion qualified on
their individual aircraft weapons system in
preparation for Collective Crew Training.
The CCT training will be 16th CAB’s first
combined training, which will incorporate
multiple airframes to achieve a single-
mission goal. Both the aerial gunnery and
CCT are cumulative exercises used to pre-
pare for scheduled training rotations at the
National Training Center in southern Cali-
fornia in 2013.

“We trained to qualify on our primary
weapons systems, which will allow us col-
lectively to peruse more advanced train-
ing,” said Capt. Matthew Ford, 16th CAB
assistant operations officer. “This training

also will allow us to support other neigh-
boring units and their training require-
ments, and ultimately to deploy to combat
theater and fight to win.”

Units qualified on various weapon sys-
tems for each airframe, including the OH-
58D Kiowa, UH-60 Black Hawk and the
AH-64D Apache helicopters. The 46th
Aviation Support Battalion played a cru-
cial role by providing training capabilities
such as dining facilities, medical support,
and forward arming and refueling point
personnel.

“The biggest lessons we’ve learned [are]
how to integrate the support efforts of mul-
tiple [military occupational specialties] so
that we can “plug and play’ into a variety
of support scenarios,” said Lt. Col. Mark
Sisco, the 46th ASB commander. “The ex-
ercises have given us a higher degree of
support flexibility.”

“We had a lot of young Soldiers,” said
Lt. Col. Bryan Hoff, commander of the

SEE AERIAL, PAGE B4

conducted their respective missions.

PUMA TRAINING

Spc. Devin Hobson, a radio team operator attached to 1st Platoon, B Co., 3rd Bn., 187th Inf. Regt, 3rd BCT, 101st Abe. Div. (Air Assault), watches a pair of 0H-58 Kiowa heli-
copters fly by the top of Big Gherghara in the Sabari district, Nov. 8. The helicopters provided overwatch for members of 1st Platoon on the mountain and in the village as they

PHOTO BY SGT. CHRISTOPHER BONEBRAKE

Lt. Gen.
Campbell
visits
TRADOC

By Amy L. Robinson
TRADOC Public Affairs

Lt. Gen. John Campbell,
U.S. Army deputy chief of
staff G-3/5/7, traveled to
U.S. Army Training and
Doctrine Command head-
quarters on Fort Eustis, Va.,
Nov. 15 to meet with com-
mand leadership and get a
firsthand look at the hands-
on training TRADOC stu-
dents receive.

Gen. Robert W. Cone,
TRADOC  commanding
general, greeted Campbell
at the headquarters building
and provided him with an
overview of command ini-
tiatives that Cone referred
to as “TRADOC 101,”
ranging from the human
and structural transitions
the Army faces to the im-
plementation of the Army
Learning Model.

“These Kkids today and
how they learn — it’s amaz-
ing,” Cone said, adding
that Campbell would get
a chance to see the Army

e

High-altitude missions:

By Sgt. Daniel Schroeder
25th CAB Public Affairs

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Af-
ghanistan — CW4 Andy Druilhet
brings his UH-60 MEDEVAC
Black Hawk in for a landing in a
precarious location.

Due to the slopes of the moun-
tainside, Druilhet had to perform
a two-wheeled pinnacle landing
in a dusty patch at 7,000 feet in
the mountains of Afghanistan.

“l had my crew in the back
leaned out the windows inform-
ing me of obstacles in the land-
ing zone and my co-pilot on the
radios communicating with the
ground forces,” said Druilhet, 3rd
Forward Medical Support Team
standardization pilot, 3rd Bat-
talion, 25th Aviation Regiment,
Task Force Gunfighters, 25th
Combat Aviation Brigade, origi-
nally from San Antonio, Texas.
“As we touched down, we had the
parking brake set so we wouldn’t
roll away. | applied some forward
input on the cyclic and held the
collective in place so the tail of
the aircraft would not fall. It was
really a balancing act.”

Safe performance of high-
altitude missions cause pilots to
focus on a variety of variables.
These variables include: the tem-
perature at the landing zone, the
terrain of the LZ, the dust kicked
up from the rotor blades, winds
around the LZ and the thin air at
the altitude. The two major fac-

A balancing act

A UH-60 Black Hawk assigned to A Co., 2nd Bn., 25th Avn. Regt., TF Lightning Horse, 25th CAB, flies through the mountains

of Afghanistan during a high-altitude mission in support of Operation Enduring Freedom Feb. 22.

tors for high altitude missions are
the winds and thin air.

“When flying high in the moun-
tains, the winds are unpredict-
able,” said CW3 Charlie Mock,
B Company standardization pi-
lot, 2nd Bn., 25th Avn. Regt., TF
Gunfighters, 25th CAB, origi-
nally from Enterprise, Ala. “All
landings in high altitudes are
challenging all the time. Throw
a gust of wind in during a one or
two-wheeled landing at 8,000 feet
and things tend to become com-

COURTESY PHOTO

Learning Model in action
during his visit later that
day.

“ALM is real, and we’re
using it in every school-
house,” Cone said. “It’s
more of a mindset than a
resource driver.”

A goal of the Army
Learning Model is to pro-
vide Soldiers and leaders
with career-long learning
experiences that are more
rigorous, relevant and ef-
fective for each individu-
al. Learning experiences
are not confined to Army
schoolhouses; rather they
occur at the point of need
and are more engaging and
accessible through enabling
technologies such as vir-
tual environments, online
gaming and mobile learn-
ing, according to “The U.S.
Army Learning Concept for
2015,” TRADOC Pamphlet
525-8-2, the precursor to
the Army Learning Model.

In addition to the Army
Learning Model, TRADOC
leaders also presented infor-

plicated.”

The winds go hand-in-hand
with the other main factor for air-
craft performance at high altitudes
— the thin air. The thin air of the
mountains causes a significant
decrease in aircraft performance.
Because turbine engines operate
from air flow, the thin air causes
less proficiency from the engines.

“You have to have a skill set
when flying at high altitudes,”
said CW4 Stephen Lodge, stan-
dardization pilot for 2nd Squad-

ron, 6th Cavalry Regiment, TF
Lightning Horse, 25th CAB, also
a native of Hilo, Hawaii. “For
OH-58D Kiowa Warriors, we
cannot hover (at certain altitudes)
due to our small power margins.
Our engagement and reconnais-
sance missions are challenging
due to the power limitations of
the aircraft.”

Another aspect of the aircraft
that is affected by the thin air is

SEE HIGH-ALTITUDE, PAGE B4

mation on other command
initiatives, including up-
dates on the Army of 2020,
the Campaign of Learn-
ing and the Master Fitness
Trainer Course.

Although familiar with
the  TRADOC topics,
Campbell said the face-to-
face visit was a great op-
portunity to discuss them in
detail.

SEE TRADOC, PAGE B4
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('é) ANNOUNCEMENTS

WIREGRASS LI

NOW OPEN ON SUNDAY 1-5 PM.
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 AM - 6 PM.
WHY PAY RETAIL WHEN YOU CAN

LOCATED AT 231 S. & RCC, DOTHAN NEXT
TO SOUTHSIDE KMART.. 334-714-9658

WIREGRASS LIQUIDATION OUTLET

» The Buzz Continues
» Black Friday Specials

LOCATED AT 231 S. & RCC, DOTHAN NEXT
TO SOUTHSIDE KMART.. 334-714-9658
30% off storewide 4-5 AM
20% off storewide 5-6 AM
15% off storewide 6-10 AM
10% off storewide 10 AM till Closing
excludes gas grilles and Craftsman tools

(§) FiNANCIAL

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
(14) Town Homes for Sale
1 block off circle,
great income & fully occupied.
Owner Finance
with good down payment
= 386-312-6363 ¢=

() MERCHANDISE

F . T e aennen en e 1

. SEASONEDSPLIT
t  OAKFIREWOOD ;

$75. Will deliver.

L Call 334-685-1627 or 334-798-3040 J

Split Oak Firewood, Delivered in Wiregrass.
$75 For a Full sized Pickup load. $12 for 5

Gallon bucket of kindling wood. 334-393-9923

HEALTH PRODUCTS

v DIABETIC TEST STRIPS NEEDED -~
| BUY SEALED/UNEXPIRED BOXES
CALL BOB (334) 219-4697

JEWELRY & WATCHES

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools
West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

* Bolens Lawn Tractor- 1 1/2 years old %
B & S Engine, Big Mower
Needs battery, Otherwise, Good Shape,
Cuts Great! $200 0BO
334-699-3496 ® Webb/Kinsey Area

(FREE  FreE ADS

Band saw: Dewalt 6 amp $100. 334-498-0477
Collectible Barbies , NIB, $20 ea. 334-790-6242
Drill: batteries, charger, bits $100. 334-498-0477

Free Rescued Dogs to GOOD homes ONLY.
Many breeds, S/W, Call 334-791-7312!

Purse: Good condition. $50. 334-389-6069
Washers & Dryers $125 each Call 334-347-7576

( a‘. PETS & ANIMALS
______ooss

AKC Lab Puppies, Chocolate $350,
Yellow $300 , & Black $250, S/W;
Pick yours out Today for Christmas!
229-308-0117

. Babyis free to
| APPROVED home.
: Sheiis 1 year old,
quirky & Very Loving.
She does not get along
with one of my dogs,
s0 needs to be an only-child. She loves
cats and children. Her favorite thing to do
is chase a pen light or flashlight like a cat!
Must have fenced yard & warm bed for
her. If you want to add Baby to your family,
Call 334-391-5529. Webb/Kinsey area
Basset Hound pups , AKC reg. $350. Now taking
deposits. Ready by Christmas. 1 F/3 M avail.

For more info/pics, go to www.blountsbamaba
ssets.doodlekit.com or call 334-797-6063.

English Bulldog Puppies AKC. Championship
bloodlines. Mother and father both on site.
$1,700. First shots and vet health checked.
Call Tony 334-684-6140 or text 334-313-7217

Free Rescued Dogs for VERY Loving Homes,
Black Labs, Beautiful Pitts , Brindle Puppy,

German Shepherd Mix, Pyranees, More
DOTHAN. All Shots 334-791-7312

Reg. Mini Chocolate Schnauzers,
Male & Female, S/W, $500 each
4 www.lovemyschnauzers.com
# Ready For Christmas! x
334-889-9024

WESTHIGHLAND WHITE TERRIERS . 6 males and
1 female. Had 1st shots. Will be ready 11-30-12.
$250 each. Call 334-692-3662

Yorkie-Poos on Sale $225.,
Ready Now Yorkies!
Taking deposit on Chorkies.
w 334-718-4886 @

BUY IT!

SeL IT! FIND IT!

y
(\') FARMER'S MARKET

(h§) EmMPLOYMENT

TRANSPORTATION & LOGISTICS

FRESH
GREEN
PEANUTS

2 850-209-3322 or
850-573-6594  850-352-2199
w 4128 Hwy 231

MILLS
PRODUCE

Slocomb Tomatoes
Cane Juice - Greens
Sweet Potatoes
Hot Boiled Peanuts
Citrus Hwy 52 W
Malvern
334-712-0700

Now Open Jackson Farms , Grand Ridge, FL
U-Pick Tomatoes and Peppers!
Bring your own bucket! 7 days a week.
= 850-592-5579 ¢=

SAWYER’S PRODUCE

HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE
WE CRACK PECANS!!!

Vine Ripe Tomatoes

Plenty of Greens & Froz
Peas & Butterbean
And Other Fresh Vegetables!!
All Farm Fresh!

¢ 334-793-6690 o

HAY & GRAIN

MAINTENANCE

Swift Transportation Inc. has immediate
openings at its Brundidge, AL shop.

DIESEL MECHANIC
M

3 years mechanical related experience in the
transportation, heavy equipment or
agriculture industry is required for the 5M
Tech. May also be designated as a Foreman
but will also perform 4M functions.
Requires graduation from an accredited
Technical School with a certificate in a
mechanical related field. A high school
diploma or GED is required, but a Technical
School certificate may be substituted.
Must have own tools.

TIRE TECHNICIAN
MTR

Will perform thorough tire wheel and rim
inspections and related repairs on
equipment. Requires successful placement
and designated scoring on M-Grade testing
and 6 months related experience in the
transportation, heavy equipment or
Automotive industry.

Pre-employment drug screening and
background check is required.

Interested candidates must apply online at:
www.swifttrans.com
Diesel Mechanic - HR12296

Tire Technician - HR112293
Equal Oppty Employer M/F/D/V

(£)

EDUCATION
INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

Classes Forming Now

for Medical Assisting,

Electrical Trades and
More!

Call Fortis College
Today! 888-202-4813 or
visit www.fortiscollege.edu. For consumer

information visit www.fortis.edu

D
FORTI

COLLEGE

Large rolls of Hay for Sale

Bahia & Coastal
S Daytime 334-585-3039,
" after 5pm & weekends 585-5418

HORSES & CATTLE

HORSE TRAILER: 2004 Super Bee =

2 horses, walk-thru, bumper pull, double =
dutch doors, padded sides & butt bars, H
$2,995 OBO. Call 334-685-1627 J'

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

Pl |

Buying Pine / Hardwood in )
your area.
No tract to small /' Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
( =» 334-389-2003 « |

IT’S AS EASY AS

1.cALL
2. PLACE YOUR AD

3. GET RESULTS

o 0
( IM) EMPLOYMENT

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Coffee County Landfill has
openings for the position:
Maintenance Technician.
Pay Range $14.39 to $15.90 based on
experience. Maintenance experience
with shredders and conveying systems,
basic knowledge of electrical compo-
nents and systems, and a valid Alabama
Driver's License are required. The ability
to weld, fabricate metal components,
and operate various forms of material
handling equipment preferred.

Benefits include:
paid vacation, sick leave, health insur-
ance, holidays, and State retirement.

Closing date: Dec 11th, 2012.
Please apply at the Alabama
Career Center, Enterprise, AL.

Coffee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

X RIS

ROOMS FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FURNISHED

Furnished Apartment for rent; 1BR/1BA
Quiet Neighborhood, Convenient to Fort Rucker

$495; Includes Water and Cable
Call 334-393-4753

(@) RESIDENTIAL

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

Rentals in Enterprise: 3BR/2BA Home 1400SF
Avail, Dec 1st. Pets ok w/Dep. $650.Mo+ 1st/last.
4BR/2.5 Large Home with 3000SF large lot
with tons of extra. $1,250. Mo. + 1st/last.
Must have Reference. Call 334-685-1248

(@) RESIDENTIAL

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

= FORESTLAND & HOMESITES @&
Managed forestlands, natural and planted,
mature timber, and rural home sites, 10+ to
240+/- acre parcels, Jackson County, Fla. near
Marianna, 110 & US Hwy. 231, $2,850+/-ac.,
Call 850-526-0176 or cct @phonl.com

RECREATION

#h. Matrix 150, 2 valve,

~ air cooled engine.

& Still new, 2011, moving.
Call Larry (334) 618-7646

Place your ad in our

Sales & Service
Directory

and grow your business!!!

FACTORY DIRECT

X freme

Packages From

$4,995
All Welded
All Aluminum Boats

Boats

www.xtremeindustries.com

850-547-9500  Bonifay, FL

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

2008 30 ft Surveyor SV-282
W GVWR8922 Ibs, Fiberglass
: lightweight, 2 slideouts, 36
~ gal fresh water, 30 gal
grey/black tanks, tons of storage. Sleeps 6
queen bed, dbl kitchen sink, AM/FM/CD stereo,
cable wired, checkered flag awning. $12,900.
Email: dreamstuff@hotmail.com. 334-405-0938

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

W %' 2011 Winnebago Access
== W 5| 26Q with only 1,500 miles.
il g ,C'/J V10 gas engine. Slideout.

| #* Sleeps 6, Master bedroom,
microwave/convection
oven, fridge, freezer and
range w/oven, 2 LCD TVs, radio and rear cam-
era. Asking $70,000. Call Rodney 334-333-2044.

(% TRANSPORTATION

2005 Toyota Camry LE 1-owner 102K mi. leather
seats, alloy wheels, tinted windows, exc. cond.
$9500. 334-714-0858

Chevrolet 2001 Metro LSi. Automatic transmis-
sion, bucket seats, AM/FM radio. 84,200 miles.
White interior/grey exterior. Good, clean, de-
pendable car. Perfect for a student. GREAT
GAS MILEAGE. Simple...compact... sporty...easy
to drive. $3000 OBO. Call: 334-790-7515 (leave
message)

ez @?"“\_i Dodge, 2010 Challenger ;

—==- FULLY LOADED with 22in
= rims, new tires, heated
“ seats, power everything,

cd player and much more. Has every option
available. Has 23,000 miles and 7 year bumper
to bumper. $34,000 Call Scott at 334-596-9444.
Have kids; Please, No Calls After 9 PM

= ERIRC Dodge 2012 Charger,RARE
One Of A Kind! Candy Ap-
B ple Triple Coat Red, LOAD-
~ ED, Red/Black Leather In-
terior, Sound System, Front/Back seats heated
& A/C, Heated & A/C cup holders! Touchscreen
DVD/CD Player, $37,000 Call Scott 334-596-
9444. Have kids; Please, No Calls After 9 PM

+ DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE? GOT BAD CREIT? %
S0 Down/1st Payment, Tax, Tag & Title
Repos, Slow Credit, Past Bankruptcy OK!

Push, Pull or Drag, Will Trade Anything!
First Payment 30 Days Out!

RIDE TODAY! Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550
[ == Hyundai 2001 Accent GL,
'-*:m automatic, 4 cylinder, 4
'“’nr" ]

¢ door, 65,000 miles, clean,
$3895. Call 334-790-7959.

Lexus 2003 LX470-One owner, garage kept,
light beige, 120K miles, Reduce for quick Sale
$20,500 334-687-5283

Mercedes 2006 SL500,
__ For Sale By Owner NADA:
gl $29,599, Sell: $25,999.
 Call 334-714-2700.

Toyota 2005 Corolla LE 4dr. 54K mi. Michelins,
silver, very good cond. inside & out, no smok-
ers, AC, CD player, spoiler, power windows,
cruise, no frame or structural damage, drives
great, REDUCED to: $8,400.. 334-699-5688

MOTORCYCLES

_'1 2012 Harley Ultra Glide

Limited. 1400 miles. A lot
of extras included. No
time to enjoy. Asking
$21,900. Call 334-268-3900.
Harley, 2003 Electra Glide ,
25K mi., Great Bike!
EXTRAS! $9,000
334-794-5296 or
334-596-5098

SPORT UTILITY

1998 Chevrolet Tahoe 4x4 automatic, AC, new
tires, motor replaced 60k mi. good cond.
$3000. Call: Rick 850-447-3275

Chevrolet 2008 Tahoe , Fully loaded, 88K miles,
white with tan interior Excellent condition 334-

695-0355
ey Chrysler 2006 Pacifica,
fm NADA: $6599, Price:

D) $5299. Call 334-714-2700.

Professional Business and Service Guid

>

Your future customers are only a phone call away...

advertise today! 334-347-9533

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

Experts
Specialists in Lawn Sprinkler Systems
& Landscape Upgrades

1-888-569-9600

www.landscapeexpertsal.com

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE

- Home + Church - Commercial
Best Service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

Move-In-Ready!!
Room for Rent in Briarwood Sub. Enterprise
Unfurnished with private bathroom!! Fire-
place, Washer & Dryer, deck, garage, dead-
end street, hardwood floors. Completely
updated! Available Now! Pets Neg.
$450. Month + $300. Dep. Split utility cost.
Call 334-714-0863 Leave a message.

m Rhino Boats $
HONDA
‘4 mARINE SYZUuKi
1) °
Joe’s Motor Service
Hwy 52 E ¢ Hartford, AL 36344

334-588-2968

Want to sell your

AUTOMOBILE?
Place a Classified Ad
TODAY!
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ppeenggy Chevorlet 2012 Silverado g
& & LT 1500: ext. cab, gray, % }-**JS'} CALLFORTOPPRICE | | = _ . o5
5.3 Engine, Brand New, E&"’é‘ﬁ - 'L et
G 3000 miles. $26,900. FOR JUNK VEHICLES (| = 3= -
Call 334-714-7251. n i
| ALSO SELL USED PARTS =
For 24 HOURTOWING = 334-792-8664 -
Tayl
10,
s aln WE PAY CaSH -
@A ror junk carsu | |: 8* We buy Wrecked Vshlcles
= : Running or not !
Call 334-818-1274 ||| 334-194-9576 or 3M-T91-4T14

 Make Your Point!

Advertising is the best way to make

ip.ata =| points with prime prospects who are

ready, willing and able to buy.
Let us show you the most effective
way to advertise in the newspaper
that reaches the right people,
right where they live.

(?4%}"“

Real Estate, Transportation, ft
Merchandise, Recreation,
Farm & Garden, Pets
& Announcements

at 702-6060 or (800) 779-2557
to place your ad 1n

DOTHAN EAGLE

JACKSON COUNTY FLORIDAN
The ENTERPRISE LEDGER * ARMY FLIER [
THE DOTHAN PROGRESS
THE EUFAULA TRIBUNE

OPELIKA-AUBURN NEWS

AROUND

TOWN...

4 Call a Classified
| Sales Representative

¥y for Employment Advertising,

Uq

r \

Ll U0 {gq g

o Lt
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Aerial: Exercises emphasize teamwork

Continued from Page B1

2nd Battalion (Assault), 158th Aviation Regiment. “It
was their first time in the field and one of our greatest
challenges was ensuring they were all well trained and
didn’t have any accidents, especially when asking them to
drive vehicles in excess of 20,000 pounds on uncommon
treacherous roads. We took it slow and safe.”

The gunnery allowed helicopter gunners to prove they
have basic skills and are able to properly identify and en-
gage targets before moving into a CCT and working in a

multifunction task force.

Soldiers worked together to properly engage targets
while hovering, landing and enroute, as well as at various
levels of Effective Translation Lift. The ETL is the transi-
tional state present as a helicopter moves from a hover to
forward flight. During the CCT, air crews were placed in
realistic combat scenarios and all weapons systems were

used.

“Collectively, we have some challenges we will face
and, when adding the various aircraft together. As we
move forward, we are going to make sure we are delib-
erate, safe and well-thought-out before we proceed for-

ward,” said Hoff.

Working in multifunction task forces generates the abil-
ity to use the different capabilities each airframe brings.
By using the various types of helicopters together, unit
commanders maximize the strengths of each aircraft,
which can support each other with unique, airframe-spe-
cific capabilities.

Aerial gunnery is the starting point for several training

phases and exercises the 16th CAB will conduct as the
unit prepares itself to become fully-mission-capable and
ready for worldwide deployment.

TRADOC: Visit reinforces importance of training

Continued from Page B1

“A lot of the topic areas we talked
through — I’ve seen in different forums,
but to come down and be able to have
some really small group huddles with the
subject matter experts and get more details
— it was very beneficial for me as the G3-
/5/7,” Campbell said.

In addition to small-group discussions,
Campbell also received several opportuni-
ties to see the Army Learning Model dur-
ing visits to the 128th Aviation Brigade

and the Training Brain Operations Center.

During his time at the 128th Avn. Bde.,
which is part of TRADOC’s Aviation Cen-
ter of Excellence, Campbell learned how
Army Initial Entry Training students are
taught in classrooms, as well as through
virtual simulation and hands-on training
models, using a “crawl, walk, run” ap-
proach, according to Sgt. Ist Class Kurt
King, Aviation Center of Excellence Ad-
vanced Attack Armament Branch chief,
who presented an overview of the 128th
Avn. Bde. training program.

After visiting the 128th Avn. Bde.,
Campbell also received a tour of TRA-
DOC’s Training Brain Operations Center,
where he watched a demonstration of the
“Training Brain Repository,” a new capa-
bility that gives commanders an unprec-
edented ability to tailor exercises to reflect
today’s operational environment.

Campbell said although he knew of the
TBOC and had seen slide presentations, it
was difficult to visualize the full potential
of the capability without seeing it.

“We talked about [TBOC] before, and

we talked about how to continue to sup-
port it, but now — walking into the opera-
tions piece and seeing what it can do — it
really stands out, and I see the benefits all
the way down the road,” Campbell said.

At the close of his visit, Campbell said
he appreciated the opportunity to visit and
fully understands the hard work on-going
within the command.

“TRADOC is doing a lot for our Army,
and this visit just reinforced it, and gave us
better visibility on some very critical areas
that TRADOC is working,” he said.

High-altitude: Missions improve Soldiers’ confidence

Continued from Page B1

the lift capability. Like the en-
gines, the thinner the air is, the
less efficient the rotor blades are
at producing lift. The allowable
margin of error decreases with
the increase in altitude.

Prior to flying in these con-
ditions, the Aviators and crew
members conducted High-Alti-
tude Mountainous Environmen-
tal Training in Hawaii.

“I believe HAMET is a good
tool to teach [flight crews] about
the winds, terrain, relations be-
tween the two and power man-
agement of the aircraft,” said
Mock. “Itis a good asset for train-
ing Army Aviation. All pilots and
non-rated crew members should
go through the training prior to
coming to Afghanistan.”

Upon completion of HAMET,
Aviators and crew members have
the necessary skills to safely and

successfully complete high-al-
titude operations while engaged
with the enemy. The flight crews
of the 25th CAB have conducted
more than 500 air-assault opera-
tions and moved at least 30,000
Soldiers across the battlefield at
altitudes above 7,500 feet in the
past 10 months.

“I went through the HAMET
training in Hawaii,” stated Druil-
het. “I felt better prepared this
time. Because I did the training
before I deployed, I was more
prepared for flying in these con-
ditions.”

HAMET offers unique train-
ing specifically designed to dra-
matically increase individual and
crew situational awareness on
aircraft power and limitations.
HAMET gives pilots the knowl-
edge, confidence and proficiency
to operate their aircraft routinely
and safely at max gross weights
in any environment. HAMET

— Presented by —
Coffee County
Arts Alliance

and

Gold Corporate Sponsor

West Gate Center

Enterprise

training also teaches aircrews to
conduct high-altitude operations
as a team with multiple aircraft to
include multiple aircraft types.

HAMET was developed to
ready experienced pilots for suc-
cess in combat operations and
adapting it with training that in-
dividual Army CABs have been
conducting as part of their regu-
lar training operations for the
past several years.

“I believe HAMET is a great
foundation for deployment train-
ing,” Mock said.

“The training on pinnacle land-
ings, lack of power, altitude and
temperature makes [HAMET]
very applicable for all of our
flight profiles,” said Lodge. “The
[HAMET] training has been a
major factor in our success here
in Afghanistan.”

In addition to conducting
HAMET training, the 25th CAB
also conducted several training

Tickets

334-406-ARTS (2787)

This performance is made
possible in part by a grant from
The Alabama State Council
on the Arts and the
National Endowment

for the Arts

www.CoffeeCountyArtsAlliance.com

110 S Main St
Enterprise AL 36330
(334) 347-3082

SECURITY
FINANCE

Let Us Help You Fill It!

Personal Loans from

$250.00 to $980.00*

Call or Stop by Today!

We Welcome Military Allotment Accounts!

We Prepare Taxes!
Ask about our Referral Program!

A\

Your Friend When You Need $$%

123 S Painter Ave Ste F
Ozark AL 36360
(334) 774-1838

“All loans are subject to our liberal credit policy and credit limitations, if any, and require verifiable ability to repay.

1681

e 1st time buyer
e Discharged Bankruptcy
e Open Bankruptcy

e Program Vehicles
e SUV’s & Trucks
e Vans

rotations at Pohakuloa Training
Area in Hawaii.

“I believe we are well rounded
for high-altitude operations be-
cause of all the training,” Lodge
said. “When we conducted our
aerial gunneries at PTA, we were
training between 6,000 and 7,000
feet there.”

Both high-altitude training
events made the pilots more com-
fortable and confident in their
abilities to perform operations
at high altitudes in mountainous
terrain.

“We do pinnacle landings all
the time during training,” said
Lodge. “For OH-58D pilots, we
only perform pinnacle landings
for precautionary landings and
during training. At 7,000 feet us-
ing [night vision] goggles with
limited power to land in a small
area is challenging for every
Aviator. When performing a pin-
nacle landing, the approach angle

is critical with little to no margin
of error.”

For UH-60 pilots, pinnacle
landings are performed regularly
and require the use of all crew
members.

“Because I sit in front of the
main landing gear, I rely on my
crew chiefs to call where the
wheels will touch down at so I
can focus on the controls and
power of the aircraft,” said Mock.
“Because the mountainous winds
swirl and change repeatedly and
quickly, our main goal is to land,
unload or upload Soldiers, and
then take off again in as little
time as possible.”

Due to the training of aerial
gunneries at PTA and HAMET
in Hawaii, 25th CAB Aviators
and crew members were more
prepared to conduct high-altitude
flight operations safely and suc-
cessfully during their current de-
ployment to Afghanistan.

AULO CREDIT NETWORK

“Providing automobile_financing to those

with less than perfect credit”

The Auto Credit Network is now available in your area!*
Let us use our Lender Network to arrange the

automobile financing you need!

YOUR APPROVAL PROCESS IS

FAST, EASY, & FREE!!!

Iy JUST GIVE US 15 MINUTES <lll|

CalllonelofOUFNECYOTE:
(D) 7=2627 (e

WHAT WE DO
* Provide you the best automobile financing available
» Offer top quality vehicles to meet your needs

e Guarantee 100% approval

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE

¢ Credit Re-establishment
e Slow Pay
e As low as 0 down

VEHICLES AVAIIABLE

e Cars
e Low Mileage - Warranty
* 2005 - 2012 Models

MILITARY PROGRAMS

e Guaranteed approval
* Rates as low as 2.3%
e As low as 0 down

e E-1’s and up qualify

“Provide quick and efficient service, while being professional,
caring, and attentive to one’s needs, wants, and desires”

calldverortispecialisalophy A S TN SHIEL 524

* Available in the following states: Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Tennessee, and Mississippi
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Holiday cheer on tap at post events

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Christmas traditions, some
would say, are what make the
season memorable and special,
and Fort Rucker has a few tra-
ditions of its own coming up to
weleome the Christmas holiday.

Fort Rucker will host one of
these traditions, its annual Christ-
mas Tree Lighting ceremony
Dec. 6 from 5-6 p.m., according
to Kimberly Abeln, Directorate
of Family, Morale, Welfare and
Recreation annual events coor-
dinator.

“The event will be held at
Howze Field, across the street
from The Landing. We use a live
tree that is planted in the ground.

It is around 22 feet high and we
have to decorate it with a bucket
truck,” she said.

Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum,
U.S. Army Aviation Center of
Excellence and Fort Rucker com-
manding general, will light the
tree along with the youth orna-
ment decorating contest winner.

“The one lucky winner of the
contest will help light the tree,”
said Abeln. The contest ran Nov.
1-25 and the winner’s name is
being held until the ceremony.

To keep children and adults
warm and cozy, refreshments
will be served before and during
the festivities.

“There will be free coffee and
cocoa to keep everyone warm.
We don’t want any chilly fin-

gers,” she said.

Enjoying a hot beverage while
mingling with people from the
local community is a good way
to begin December, Abeln said.

“This is a great event that gives
Soldiers, Families, retirees and ci-
vilians the opportunity to usher in
the holiday season together. It is
a wonderful way to support those
who support our troops, such as
the Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, post
chapel choir, 98th Army Band
and local volunteers,” she said.

The tree lighting is an im-
portant tradition, according to
Abeln.

“It not only marks the begin-
ning of the holiday season, but
gives the community a chance to
exchange holiday greetings with

each other,” she said.

A man in a big red suit will
also be in attendance.

“Santa will arrive after the offi-
cial portion of the tree lighting is
complete,” said Abeln. “After the
event outside is over, Santa will
be heading over to The Land-
ing for complimentary photos.
We’ve been told his elves are
hard at work and that there may
be some goodies for the good
boys and girls.”

The Landing is also hosting a
tradition — its spaghetti dinner
will be from 6-8 p.m., right after
the lighting ceremony.

“Families can eat first and then
take photos or vice versa. It’s
such a great community event,”
she said.

The Landing is hosting a Fam-
ily special price for the buffet-
style dinner for $25 that includes
two adults and up to two children
12, and younger.

“Adults ages 13 and older will
be $10, children ages 3-12 are $5
and children ages 2 and younger
eat for free,” said Esther Rodri-
guez, The Landing’s-marketing
operations assistant.

Those who choose to buy din-
ner will have a choice of pasta
and sauce, and will have choices
like a salad bar, garlic bread, as-
sorted cookies, tea and coffee.

“The dinner is a great way to
make memories for Families to
share with each other,” she said.
“It’s going to be a great time to
spend with Family and friends.”

Craft center offers personalized Christmas gifts

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

With so many stores and gifts to choose from this holiday
season, gift buying for friends and loved ones may seem like
a daunting task, but officials at the Fort Rucker Arts and Craft
Center can make gift purchasing a pleasant and easygoing
experience.

Two relatively new ways to personalize gifts have been
mtroduced to the ACC and are now available to customers,
according to Heather Norris, operations assistant at the center.

“We can now embroider and adhere photos and digital
images to physical merchandise using sublimation,” she said.

Sublimation is where a photograph or design that has been
printed with special gel ink is heated and put on an item such as
fabrie, stone, ceramics or wood.

“The products have to be polyester or polyester coated. So
it’s better for people to buy what we have here or what we can
order from our catalog,” said Norris.

Some of the items that people have to choose from are
coasters, blankets, wallets, yard flags, tree ornaments, keepsake
boxes, slate, cutting boards, clocks, a large variety of coffee
and travel mugs, electronic cases, puzzles, luggage tags and
anything that is polyester .

“Roughly mugs and T-shirts cost around $10 and coasters
cost around $7, but the more a customer adds to the design the
more expensive it will be,” said Norris.

It takes a week for orders to be completed if a customer
chooses something the center has in its inventory, but can take
up to two weeks if they choose something out of the catalog.

“If people choose something that is out of the catalog [people]
need to expect two weeks for it to be completed. If the customer
does not mind bearing the shipping cost themselves then we
can get it here and done in about a week,” she said.

Sublimated items make for good Christmas gifts because
they are detailed, according to Norris.

“These items are much more personal and people can use the

PHOTO BY SARA E. MARTIN

Heather Norris, operations assistant at the arts and craft center,
prepares a coaster to be processed in the sublimation machine at
the Fort Rucker Arts and Craft Center Nov. 21.

items too. You can put a Family photo on a purse, beach bag or
towel. It’s a way to brag about your Family in a practical way,”
she said.

Some of the materials are more delicate than others.

“The fabrics can be put in the washer and dryer, but just like
normal clothes will wear and tear. The cups on the other hand
are fragile and the dishwasher is never gentle, so hand wash
them to keep the image safe,” she said.

Customers wishing to take a personal image and have it
sublimated onto an item must bring the image and design on a
disc to the arts and craft center. The better quality photo people
bring in the better it is going to look, according to Norris.

“These images will last forever as long as people treat the gift
right,” she said.

Supporting the local military community is one reason to
purchase gifts from the arts and craft center, said Norris.

“The money that we make goes back into the Directorate
of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation community, which
helps keep our programs and special events running,” she said,
adding that the center is also nearby for convenience.

Beth O'Neill, framing and embroidery assistant at the arts

and craft center, also said that gifts purchased from the center
show the gift receiver that they are cared about.

“These products make for great gifts because it shows the
gift receiver that you took the time to specifically think about
them. The fact that you planned ahead shows that you literally
and symbolically personalized the gift. I think that, more than
anything, shows a person that you care about them,” she said.

The embroidery department at the art center charges a set-up
fee, unlike the sublimation department.

“There is a standard stitching cost of $1.50 per 1,000 stitches,
but we have a set-up fee. The set-up fees depend on how long it
takes for me to set up the design. The fee is $10 an hour for me
to do the conversions from the computer.

The better the graphic I am given, the less time [ will spend in
converting it. The more complicated the design or pattern, the
more expensive a piece will be,” said O Neill:

Unlike sublimation purchases, people need to bring in their
own merchandise.

“It can be anything from hats to towels; guidons to uniforms,
we can embroider anything that is a good quality material that
can stand to be punctured with a needle hundreds or thousands
of times,” said O Neill.

A disc with the desired design should be brought to the center
a week before the product is needed.

“l need a week, sometimes it can be shorter, but with the
holidays approaching we need a week to make sure we have
enough time,” said O Neill.

The center can embroider digital art, cartoons, graphics,
lettering, logos or clip art onto fabrics and there are over 50
colors to choose from.

Norris and O'Neill suggest that if people want to place an
order and have it in time for Christmas exodus to place their
orders now.

“If you wait until the second week in December we can
try our best to get it done. We are open the two weeks before
Christmas if you want to place an order that late, but I do not
recommend that at all,”” said Norris.
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New youth center
opening

The Directorate of Fam-
ily, Morale, Welfare and
Recreation hosts the rib-
bon cutting ceremony for
the new Fort Rucker Youth
Center Friday at 4 p.m. at
Bldg. 2800 on 7th Avenue.
After the ribbon cutting, at-
tendees are invited to tour
the new facility that features
a full basketball court, rock
climbing wall, technology
lab, arts and crafts room,
interactive physical fitness
room, entertainment center,
homework center, a teen
lounge and more.

For more, call 255-2375.

Taco Thursdays

Beginning Dec. 6, every
Thursday after 5 p.m. is Taco
Thursday at The Landing
Zone, featuring $1 beef or
chicken tacos with shredded
lettuce, tomatoes, cheese
and sour cream. People can
add a side of guacamole for
50 cents, or make it a meal
by adding black beans and
rice for $1.95, or chips and
queso for $2. People must
purchase a beverage to be
eligible for dinner specials.
The offer is for dine in only
and is not valid with other
coupons or promotions.

Rib Night

Beginning Dec. 7, every
Friday beginning at 5 p.m.
in The Landing Zone will
be Rib Night, featuring half
a rack of smoked barbecue
ribs served with fries for $7
with the purchase of a bev-
erage. The offer is for dine
in only and is not valid with
any other coupons or pro-

motions.
For more, call 598-8025.

Financial
Readiness Training

Army Community Ser-
vice offers Financial Readi-
ness Training Dec. 7 from
7:30 am. to 4 p.m. at the
Soldier Service Center, Rm.
284. The free training pro-
vides a practical approach
to personal financial man-
agement so Soldiers can
gain control of and manage
money effectively. Finan-
cial Readiness Training is
required for all first-term
junior enlisted Soldiers (E-1
through E-4). Spouses are
also encouraged to attend.

For more, call 255-2594
or 255-9631.

Comedy Live

The Directorate of Fam-
ily, Morale, Welfare and
Recreation hosts Comedy
Live Dec. 7 from 8-10 p.m.
at The Landing. Entertainers
will include comedians Jar-
rod Harris and Mike Win-
field. Tickets are $10 before
2 p.m. Dec. 7 and $15 at the
door. Doors will open at 7
p-m. and The Landing Zone
will have a live DJ follow-
ing the performance. This
show is for individuals 18
and older.

For more, call 255-9810.

AFTB Level I
Training

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts Army Fam-
ily Team Building Level Il
training Tuesday to Dec. 6
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 371F.
AFTB Level II gives people
the chance to gain personal
growth skills, including

Breakfast with Santa

The Landing will host Breakfast with Santa Dec. 15 from 9 a.m. to noon. The breakfast buffet will include eggs, bacon, hash browns, pancakes, toast, ham, biscuits
with gravy, assorted fruits, a cereal bar and more. The price for the breakfast will be $10 for adults 13 and older, $5 for children 3-12 and children 2 and younger eat
for free. There will be a Family Special for $25 for a Family of two adults and two children, 12 and younger. Children will be able to get their photos taken with Santa
at the breakfast. For more, call 598-2426.
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communication, stress man-
agement, time management,
acknowledging change and
more. Advance registration
is required.

For more, call 255-2382.

Get R.E.A.L.

Fort Rucker’s Army Fam-
ily Team Building hosts its
Get R.E.A.L. class — Rucker
Experience, Army Learning
— to help those who may
be a bit confused by Army
life Dec. 7 from 8:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. in Bldg. 5700,
Rm. 371F. Topics in the
class will include acronyms,
Army customs and courte-
sies, military ranks, com-
munity resources and more.
The class also helps people
make new friends and learn
more about Fort Rucker.
Advance registration is re-
quired.

For more, call 255-2382.

EDGE! December
activities

Child, youth and schools
services host various ac-
tivities as part of its EDGE!
program in December. De-
cember activities include
wreath making, winter scarf
arts and crafts, wood burn-
ing crafts and more. EDGE!
events cost $5 per hour. Ac-
tivities occur every week-
day from 4-6 p.m.

For more, call 255-0666.

EFMP Information
and Support Group

The Exceptional Family
Member Program invites all
active duty military Fami-
lies that have an exceptional
or special needs Family
member to the EFMP Infor-
mation and Support Group
meeting Dec. 11 from 9-10
am. at The Commons in
Bldg. 8950. The topic for
the meeting is holiday stress
—tips and techniques will be
provided on how to mini-
mize and handle holiday
stress. The EFMP Informa-
tion and Support Group
offers camaraderie, friend-
ship, information exchange,
idea sharing, community re-
sources, support and assis-
tance with finding solutions,
according to Army Commu-

nity Service officials.
For more, call 255-9277.

Christmas craft
making

The Center Library hosts
a Christmas Craft Making
Activity Dec. 11 from 3:30-
4:30 p.m. for children ages
3-11. Light refreshments
will be served. Space is lim-
ited to the first 65 children
to register.

For more, call 255-3885.

Steak Night

In  December, every
Monday at 5 p.m. is Steak
Night at The Landing Zone,
featuring an 8-oz. Flat Iron
Steak with fries for $5 with
the purchase of a bever-
age. People can add a side
salad for an additional $1.
Other sides are also avail-
able for purchase. This
special is limited to the
first 100 guests per night
and is available for dine in
only, with a limit of one per
guest. The offer is not valid
with any other coupons or
promotions.

For more, call 598-8025.

AER scholarships

Army Emergency Relief
scholarship applications for
the 2013-2014 school year
are available at www.aerhq.
org and are due by April 1.
AER scholarships are avail-
able for spouses and de-
pendent children of active
duty, retired and deceased
Soldiers.

For more, visit www.
aerhq.org or call (866) 878-
6378.

Kids Night at The
Landing Zone

Every Tuesday is Kids
Night Character Dining at
The Landing Zone from 5-8
p.m. Children 12 and young-
er eat for free from the Kids
Buffet with the purchase of
an adult entrée (limited to
two per adult). Kids Night
events will vary each week
to include Kiddie Karaoke,
magic shows, face painting,
crafts and more. The event
is open to the public.

For more, call 598-8025.

New Youth Center

e

Friday, November 30%"
Bldg. 2800, 7th Ave.
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
begins at 4 p.m.

The Youth Center will house the Middle
School Teen Program for youth ages
11-18 years and the Youth Sporis &
Fitness Program.

Following the ribbon cutting, patrons can
tour the new facility which includes

« full gymnasium with basketball
court and rock cimbing wall

= technology lab

= arts and crafts room

= demonstration kitchen area

* interactive physical fitness room
with sports wall

* interactive impact games

* entertainment center room
focusing on music, dance & song

* homework center

* leen lounge

For details call Child, Youth & School Services, 255-9638.

H Rucker CYEE
j t j Rucker CY S8 Teen
H. o amt Rucker CYSE Youth Tech Lab
Hwnf LL5. Ay Chald, Yo

S e g Schaol Services www.ftruckermwr.com

Thursday, Nov. 29

House at the End of the Street (PG-13)

Friday, Nov. 30

The Dark Knight Rises (PG-13)

| TICKETS ARE $4.50 FOR ADULTS AND $2.25 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. |
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By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Milton Johnson
Garrison Chaplain’s Office

Last week | shared a Thanksgiving story
in hopes that each of you would have a
happy and safe holiday — I trust that you
did.

Today, we continue with the series The
Seven Habits of Highly Effective Families.
This commentary is entitled Think Win-
Win.

Think win—win means simply to think in
a way that makes everybody a winner, and
plan in a fashion that gives each person a
sense that they are being treated fairly and
getting as much as everyone else at the end
of the day.

The truth is there are times when we
think and plan in a way that doesn’t make
everybody a champion. We intentionally
or unintentionally overlook things that
are not important to us, but are extremely
significant to others. And at the end of the
day someone feels like he or she is short
changed or pushed to the back burner for
one reason or another.

Thinking win—win makes everyone a
victor and every participant a conqueror. It
says to everyone in a Family or organiza-
tion that they matter, and they are just as
important as anyone else. It gives everyone
the assurance that their voice is heard, and
their desires and requests are paramount.

For example, a few years ago I PCS’d
from Fort Stewart, Ga., with orders to re-

port to Fort Sill, Okla., to be the brigade
chaplain for 214th Fires Brigade. About
three months before leaving Fort Stewart,
I filled out a leave form and requested 45
days of vacation in order to rest and take
care of some important Family business
prior to moving to the new duty area.

I realized that asking for 45 days was
unusual, but the Lord knows, | needed
every day of that time because | was ex-
hausted and hadn’t taken much leave in
three years. I worked extremely hard the
entire 36 months at Fort Stewart and only
took off for emergencies. There was no
doubt in anybody’s mind that | needed a
long break ahead of moving on to another
assignment.

To my surprise, the request was denied
and I was floored. At first, I felt disappoint-
ed and hurt because everybody knew how
hard I labored and that I needed a break.
I thought to myself, this couldn’t be right,
haven’t | at least earned a chance to go to
the side and take a decent knee? Then |
thought, it makes no sense to kill yourself
going beyond the call of duty for God and
country because nobody cares, and no one
will reward you for it. You’ll just end up
tired, aggravated and frustrated.

You should have seen me that day — 1
was a basket case.

After wallowing in gloom for several
days, | decided to talk to my boss and see if
I could convince him to take another look
at my request, and possibly approve it and

Religious Services

WORSHIP SERVICES

Except as noted, all services are on Sunday.

HEADQUARTERS CHAPEL, BLDG. 109
Multi-Cultural Worship Service 8 a.m., Sunday

MAIN POST CHAPEL, BLDG. 8940

9 am. Catholic Mass, Sunday

11 a.m. Liturgical Worship Service, Sunday
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass, Tuesday-Friday
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions, Saturday

5 p.m. Catholic Mass, Saturday

WINGS CHAPEL, BLDG. 6036

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Chapel Next Contemporary Worship
Protestant Service

SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER, BLDG. 8939

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 am. CCD (except during summer months).

BIBLE STUDIES

9 am. Protestant Women of the Chapel, Wings
Chapel, Tuesday

11 a.m. Above the Best Bible Study, Yano Hall,
Wednesday

10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life
Center, Wednesday

Noon Adult Bible Study, Soldier Service Center,
Wednesday

5:30 p.m. Youth Group Bible Study, Headquarters
Chapel, Tuesday

6:30 p.m. Chapel Next (Meal/Bible Study), Wings
Chapel, Thursday

allow me to get the 45 days I so desperate-
ly needed. The conversation really turned
out better than I thought it would. Actu-
ally, I thought this was going to be a rough
dialogue, but it was not — it was rather a
pleasant discussion.

The boss explained that he agreed with
my request and truly wanted to support the
appeal. However, he desperately needed
me to stay a few more days and help our
unit ministry team complete the redeploy-
ment briefs process that we were conduct-
ing at the time for Soldiers returning from
Iraq. If I could wait 15 days it would make
a world of difference for the team.

He reiterated that he knew I worked hard
and that he was aware of the sacrifices I
made every day without complaining. He
assured me that if he could, he would give
me 45 days or more because I had earned
it.

When he said that, | felt a little bad be-
cause he was right — the team needed me;
they needed my hand and leaving them in
midstream would put an added burden on
them. Of course they would do without
me if they had to, but the work would be a
whole lot easier with extra hands.

At that moment [ realized that I was
consumed with thinking about individual
needs more than that of those around me.
Granted, I deserved a break and I had put
personal wishes on hold for a long time in
order to take care of the concerns of others.
But taking 30 as opposed to 45 days would

Chaplain: Think win-win

not kill me.

The boss then made a proposal. He asked
if 30 days would suffice. He said that if I
could settle for 30 days, he would sign the
leave form and it would help the team tre-
mendously. Although I wanted 45 days and
felt that I should get it, we found a way to
satisfy both our needs and make each of us
happy. We were both winners.

Now, if he gave me what | asked for the
first time, it would be a win—lose situation
because the team would lose and I would
win. That’s never good or helpful. If he re-
fused to permit me to receive enough time
to take care of some of my issues and un-
wind before departing to the next mission,
that would also be win—lose because the
team would win and I would lose. Win—
lose only takes care of half of the relation-
ship — the other half takes a loss and feels
insignificant or neglected.

Another side to this point is lose—lose.
Although this is highly unlikely but pos-
sible, if the boss had decided to approve
no more than 14 days of leave that would
be lose—lose. First of all, I would feel un-
appreciated, and in that scenario I would
not get enough vacation time nor would
the UMT have a productive Soldier in the
process.

So, of course, win—win is better. When
we think, process and prepare in a way that
takes every need into consideration and ev-
ery person into account, the sky is the limit
to where we can go! Think win—win!

Pick-of-
the-litter

Meet General, a 6-month old male Labrador
and Hound mix. He is outgoing, caring
and loves to play. General is $81 to adopt,
which includes neutering, a microchip and
heartworm testing.For more information on
animal adoptions, call the stray facility at
255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
facility needs donations such as dry or canned
foods for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as
well as blankets, toys and towels. Donations
can be dropped off at the veterinary clinic
or the commissary. Visit the Fort Rucker
stray facility's Facebook page at http://
www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/
for constant updates on the newest animals
available for adoption.

Our patients say it best...

F-.a

“Having spent my career
working in health care, I

was very selective when
choosing a surgeon for
knee replacement.
Southern Bone &
Joint was highly
recommended
by my family
physician as
well as others in
my community.
I could not be
more pleased
with the care I
received and the
results of my
surgery. I am
grateful that I can
be active again and
that my quality of life
is better in every way!”

v
7 e lang
Lajoyce Flagg

“Be ye followers of
me, even as I also
am of Christ.” 1
Corinthians 11:1

Here, it's not about the building... i

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”
VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
6 50 Bethlehem Rd
DOTHANVINEYARD.COM

. i‘l Center Point
| ' Community Church
+Charismatic T Relational ¥ Purposeful
M Pastor: Ed Corley
13351 Lynn Road — Enterprise
(right off Rucker Blvd)
T Service times
42 Sunday Worship — 10 AM
4’z Sunday Evenings — 5 PM
' Wednesday Evenings — 7 PM
'z Nursery — Children — Youth

+ Office: 334 347 5044
1

www.centerpointag.org
centerpoint3351@yahoo.com

First United
‘Methodist Church

Traditional Worship Service
8:30 am & 11:00 am
Contemporary Worship -
New Connection
8:45 am
The Gathering - Youth
5:45 pm
Sunday School
10:00 am
Nursery Care: During all services
217 S. Main St - Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

L]
Grace Baptist Church
Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark's Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 and Parker Dr

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

Southern Bone
& Joint Specialists

Locations:

“They ceased not to teach and
preach Jesus Christ.” Acts 5:42

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Geneva:
1200 W. Maple Ave.
334-308-9797

Dothan: (East)  Dothan: (West)  Enterprise:
1500 Ross Clark Circle 345 Healthwest Drive 404 N. Main St.
334-793-2663 334-793-2663 334-308-9797

Call 347-9533 to
advertise your
church on this page.

Toll Free: 800-460-2663 ® www.southernbone.com
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ONE ARE YOU GONNA TAKE?

Eufaula: Picture-perfect, pilgrimage-ready

By Marilyn Jones Stamps
Alabama Tourism Department

If you’re looking for the warmest hospi-
tality and a unique collection of Italianate
architecture, head to Eufaula. The south-
eastern Alabama town on the west bank of
the Chattahoochee River is one of the most
picturesque and historic in the South. It’s
no wonder that Eufaula boasts the state’s
oldest and largest tour of homes, the Eu-
faula Pilgrimage, each spring. The pilgrim-
age features some of the South’s grandest
structures in the Seth Lore-Irwinton His-
toric District.

For a breathtaking view of the town,
plan your visit in late March and early
April to coincide with the annual Eufaula
Pilgrimage (687-3793). This is when col-
orful red and pink azaleas blanket the area
and Southern belles in hoop skirts and
white bonnets turn out to welcome you and
hundreds of other visitors to their historic
hometown.

You’ll know you have arrived in Eufaula
when you drive down beautiful Eufaula
Avenue. This street is perhaps as pretty as
any street anywhere. Lined with dogwoods
and magnolias, it is flanked by gracious
antebellum mansions that “rise like ornate
wedding cakes,” as described by Lee Sen-
tell, author of The Best of Alabama.

During your nostalgic return to the Old
South, you are invited to step inside grand
structures built by 19th-century planters
and merchants that still house period heir-
looms and Family treasures. Sit and enjoy
an afternoon tea on the front porch of one
of the grand mansions in the Seth Lore-
Irwinton Historic District. At an old cem-
etery, listen to stories about Eufaula’s for-
mer residents as told by local tour guides.
And explore treasures of the past at the
Eufaula Pilgrimage Antique Show.

Most of the homes on tour are private

residences, open only during the annual
Pilgrimage. As you stroll from Greek Re-
vival cottages to Italianate showplaces,
enjoying tours by daylight and candlelight,
you’ll find yourself spellbound by Eufau-
la’s colorful trail of floral beauty and the
warm hospitality of the people you meet
along the way.

Where to begin — Shorter Mansion

Begin your Pilgrimage experience at
Shorter Mansion (340 N. Eufaula Ave.;
687-3793). By far one of Eufaula’s finest
homes, this 1906 Classical Revival-style
house museum serves as the town’s wel-
come center and is headquarters for the an-
nual tour of homes weekend.

Shorter Mansion, located in the Seth
Lore Historic District, is graced with bold
Corinthian columns that support an entab-
lature extending around three sides of the
structure. It was originally built in 1884
by Eli Sims Shorter Il, a wealthy cotton
planter, and his wife, a Georgia-born heir-
ess to the SSS Tonic fortune. When the
mansion was put up for auction by the
builder’s granddaughter in 1965, it was
purchased by a group of civic-minded citi-
zens who organized the Eufaula Heritage
Association. They held the first pilgrimage
in 1966. Now, decades later, the Pilgrim-
age continues to be the No. 1 drawing card
for Eufaula each spring.

Tickets, maps and brochures about the
Pilgrimage can be purchased in advance
at Shorter Mansion or at a designated lo-
cation during the event. They can also be
purchased at https://shop.eufaulapilgrim-
age.com.

Explore the Seth Lore-Irwinton
Historic District

The Seth Lore-Irwinton Historic District,
the largest historic district in east Alabama
and one of the largest in the state, encom-

passes much of the oldest part of Eufaula.
In 1834, Capt. Seth Lore and others found-
ed what is today known as the downtown
area. They named the four main avenues
Livingston, Orange, Randolph and Eufau-
la. The first letter of each avenue together
spelled the captain’s last name. Many of the
historic homes and buildings in the district
can be found along these streets. In addition
to Shorter Mansion, where scenes from the
movie Sweet Home Alabama were filmed,
the district — listed in the National Regis-
try of Historic Places — showcases more
than 700 significant sites, including an ex-
tensive collection of domestic Italianate
architecture and other homes and churches
built between 1834 and 1915.

Maps for self-guided walking or driving
tours of the district, as well as information
on other attractions in the county, are avail-
able at the Eufaula Chamber of Commerce
(333 E. Broad St.; 687-6664). The cham-
ber is located in the James S. Clark Cen-
ter, which was built in 1892 as a Central of
Georgia freight train depot.

Fendall Hall (917 Barbour St.; 687-
8469), also located in the Seth Lore-Ir-
winton Historic District, is a state-owned
house museum and one of Alabama’s out-
standing Italianate houses. Crowned by a
cupola and aptly nicknamed the “groom’s
cake” because of its Victorian chocolate-
and-tan color scheme, the heavily detailed
house was completed in 1860 by Edward
and Anna Young and was home to five
generations of the Young Family. Among
its many treasures are family and period
furnishings, marble mantles, and a black
and white marble tiled entry. In 1973, it
was purchased by the Alabama Historical
Commission and later restored for preser-
vation as a house museum.

The Hart House (211 N. Eufaula Ave.;
687-9755), built by John Hart around 1850,
is recognized as an outstanding example of

pure Greek Revival architecture. It features
Doric columns, an entablature with dentils,
and a center doorway with sidelights and
transom. It was purchased by the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission in 1985 for
use as its headquarters.

Following a preplanned driving route,
you can see many other structures and sites
that are part of the Seth Lore-Irwinton His-
toric District, including Shorter Cemetery
where Alabama Gov. John Gill Shorter and
his family are buried, the 1869 First Pres-
byterian Church, featuring a gothic vaulted
ceiling made of brick from Holland and
fashioned after English parish churches,
and historic Fairview Cemetery, where
many of Eufaula’s black citizens were in-
terred until 1870. In addition to the “Old
Negro Cemetery,” there are at least five
other graveyards, including the Jewish,
Presbyterian, Masonic, Odd Fellows and
Public sites, which are part of present-day
Fairview Cemetery. During the Pilgrimage
weekend, live performances of Tales from
the Tomb take place here.

From “wedding cake” houses to
antiques

In addition to the homes tour, you can
also enjoy the Eufaula Athenacum Tour
of a private collection featuring items of
historic significance to Barbour County
and relics associated with the American
Revolution, early presidents and founding
fathers; Civil War reenactments; Civil War
period music; professional and children’s
art exhibits; garden tours; and carriage
rides, as well as the annual antique show
and sale. Held at the Eufaula Chamber of
Commerce, the Eufaula Pilgrimage An-
tique Show (333 E. Broad St.; 687-6664)
is one of the most prestigious in the South-
east. Dealers offer linens, silver, china, fur-
niture, glassware and collectibles for show
and sale throughout the weekend.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion
Post No. 80 regular meetings are the
second Monday of each month at 6:30
p.m. at the Legion Hall. For more
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

FRIDAY — The Daleville Christmas
Parade begins at 5:30 p.m. along Daleville
Avenue. The parade is followed by a tree-
lighting ceremony on the lawn in front of
Daleville High School. Santa will be inside
the DHS lunchroom. Groups interested
in being in the parade line-up are asked
to call 598-6331 or email chamber@
dalevilleal.com.

SATURDAY The  Daleville
F.A.LLT.H. Riders Motorcycle Ministry is
collecting food donations to help fill the
Food Pantries of the community in the
first “Fill The Pantry” benefit ride. Ride
cost $15 or $15 in canned food items.
Ride out at 9:30 a.m. at the Daleville
Baptist Church. Food and refreshments at
the end of ride. For more information, call
333-2313 or 598-4530.

DOTHAN

SATURDAY The 7th annual
Downtown Christmas will take place
on North Foster Street from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. The event is free. There will be
snow activities and traditional Christmas
elements such as caroling, visits with
Santa, marshmallow roasting and cookie
decorating. Many vendors will be set
up selling items and giving attendees
ideas for Christmas shopping. For more
information, call 793-3097.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 27 — The
Wiregrass Museum of Art hosts a series
of paintings, entitled Color in Freedom:
journey through the underground railroad.
The series was part of a U.N. exhibition in
Geneva, Switzerland. Open to the public.
Admission to the museum is free Tuesday
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

DEC. 3-7, 10-14, 17-21 — Landmark
Park hosts its Christmas Past Seasonal for
students in preschool through sixth grade
in either a morning session from 9:30-11
a.m. or an afternoon session from 11:30
am.to 1l pm.

Participants will have a chance to
experience an old-fashioned Christmas
with storytelling, games and cider. They
will also have a chance to create an old-
fashioned ornament.

For more information, call 794-3452.

ENTERPRISE

SATURDAY — The Ladies Auxillary
VEW Post 6683 hosts its second annual
Spaghetti Supper from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at
the VFW post. Plates are $5. Tickets can
be bought at the door.

DEC. 6 — The City of Enterprise
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony will
be at 6 p.m. at Johnny Henderson Park on
Highway 167 North.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post
membership meetings are at the post
headquarters on County Road 537 every
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.

For more information, call Connie
Hudson at 406-3077, Randy Black at 393-
6499 or Bob Cooper 347-7076, or visit the
VFW Post 6683 on Facebook.

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County
Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank.

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited
to Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall,
1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING — Every Tuesday and
Wednesday, Disabled American Veterans
Chapter No. 99 maintains a service office
in the New Brockton police station.

The officers can help veterans and their
spouses with disability compensation
claims, VA pension, death benefits, VA
medical care, Social Security disability
benefits, veterans’ job programs and other
veteran services. All veteran services pro-
vided are free of charge.

For more information,
Lobdell at 718-5707.

OZARK

TODAY — The city Christmas Tree
Lighting ceremony begins at 5:30 p.m. at
the Rose Garden in downtown.

call Chuck

DEC. 6 — The Vivian B. Adams School
hosts the 40th annual Christmas Bazaar
at 8 am. to 3 p.m. Crafts, raffles, baked
goods and more are available for purchase.
Raffle drawings is Dec. 7 at 1:15 p.m.

DEC. 6 — The 98th Silver Wings Army
Band performs a Christmas Concert at the

Flowers Center for the Performing Arts at 7
p-m. The event is free and open to the public.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to
the Cross Country Workshop every Sun-
day at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Meth-
odist Church. For more information, call
983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — American Legion Post
78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday
at 7 p.m.

TROY

FRIDAY — Troy Arts Council presents
Shelia Jackson - Holiday Concert at the
Crosby Theatre at Troy University at 7:30
p.m. Patrons can enjoy the voice of Troy’s
own Sheila Fayson Jackson as she joins
with a host of other local vocalists, danc-
ers, and musicians to present her annual
Holiday Spectacular. Admission charged.
For more information, call 670-3593 or go
to www.troyartscouncil.com.

WIREGRASS AREA

SUNDAY AND DEC. 7-8 — The
Southeast Alabama Dance Company
presents The Nutcracker. SEADAC’s
annual performance of the holiday classic
is a treasured area holiday tradition
and continues to delight audiences of
all ages. Performances will be held
at the Dothan Civic Center and the
Enterprise High School Performing Arts
Center. Admission charged. For more
information, call 702-7139 or visit www.
southeastalabamadancecompany.org.

Beyond

9th annual Festival of Trees

The Festival of Trees takes patrons back to post-war
1940s now through Saturday in Panama City Beach’s
Bay Banquet Hall. This year’s theme is “It’s a Wonderful
Life”. Families and individuals can participate in the
special mini-events. Tickets are required and are available
at the door. For more information, call (850) 481-1093.

Mobile Mystery Dinners

The Mobile Mystery Dinners holds its performance at
Mobile’s Carnival Museum now through Wednesday. Cost
is $55 per person. Tickets include a tour of the museum,
a full catered meal by Pillars Restaurant and 2 1/2 hours
of “who did it.” Guests can sort through clues from
persuasive suspects and find the culprit. Prizes given out
for best detective. For reservations or more information,
call (251) 479-3212 or go to www.mobilemysterydinners.

com.

That Mancini Magic!

Mac Frampton & The Moon River Orchestra, featuring
Cecil Welch, will play at Elba High School Tuesday at
7 p.m. The show brings to the stage songs of composer
Henry Mancini and includes music from “Breakfast
at Tiffany’s,” “The Pink Panther,” “Days of Wine and
Roses,” “Hatari!,” “Charade” and more.

For more information or tickets, call 406-2787 or visit
www.CoffeeCountyArtsAlliance.com.
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IMCOM commander completes
weeklong visit to Korea, Japan

Installation Management Command
Public Affairs

The completion of an aerial tour of
the Sagami General Depot, Hardy Bar-
racks and the Sagamihara Family Hous-
ing Area in Japan Saturday brought to an
end a trip to the U.S. Army garrisons in
Korea and Japan for the commander of
Installation Management Command, Lt.
Gen. Mike Ferriter.

Escorted by the Pacific Region Direc-
tor, Debra Zedalis, IMCOM Command
Sgt. Maj. Earl Rice and Pacific Region
Command Sgt. Maj. Karl Schmidt, Fer-
riter’s weeklong visit started in Yongsan,
South Korea Nov. 19.

The primary focus of the commander’s
visit was on addressing Ready and Re-
silience programs; specifically, placing
emphasis on sponsorship, the Sexual Ha-
rassment and Assault Response Preven-
tion Program, substance abuse, suicide
prevention, transition and intramurals.

It was also important to connect with
senior leaders, and during his visit to
Korea, as Ferriter met with Gen. James
D. Thurman, commander of U.S. Forces
Korea, and Lt. Gen. John D. Johnson,
commander of 8th U.S. Army.

Throughout the week, Ferriter sched-
uled lunches with Soldiers, visited nu-
merous IMCOM facilities and met with
the IMCOM workforce whenever pos-
sible. He also participated in such events
as a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Com-
miskey Community Activity Center in
Yongsan, the Thanksgiving Day meal at
Camp Red Cloud and a Soldier combative
training session at Camp Humphreys.

“The Korea trip included visits to
garrisons Yongsan, Humphreys, Daegu
(including camps Walker, Carroll, and
George), and camps Red Cloud and
Casey. While at the garrisons, we con-
ducted employee Town Hall meetings
and took the opportunity to recognize
select employees for their outstanding
achievements and performance,” said
Ferriter. “On Thanksgiving Day, we had
the opportunity to serve the Thanksgiv-
ing meal to and dine with the great Sol-
diers of the 2d Infantry Division at Camp
Red Cloud. We also had the opportunity
to visit the DMZ and view the Joint Se-

DOORS OPEN AT T PM

WiLL BE

THE LANDING BALLROOM

COMEDY SHOW 8 - 9:45 PM
TICKETS: $10 ADVANCE, %15 DOOR

510 ADVAMCE TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE ROW THRLU 2 PM
DEC. TTHAT THE LAMDIMNG JONE, 586-50

PHOTO BY TETSUO NAKAHARA

Command Sgt. Maj. Earl Rice, command sergeant major of U.S. Army Installation Management Command, and Lt. Gen. Mike Ferriter, commanding general of
U.S. Army IMGOM, talk to Robert Santana, director of Camp Zama Youth Sports at the Camp Zama Youth Center Saturday.

curity Area.”

Ferriter and his team left the land of
the Morning Calm Friday and later that
day arrived in Japan, the land of the Ris-
ing Sun.

While in Japan, the group met with
Maj. Gen. Michael Harrison, commander
of U.S. Army Japan and I Corps (For-
ward), and visited Garrison Torii Station
in Okinawa where they toured the Ist
Battalion, 1st Special Forces Group Bar-
racks and visited Garrison Japan at Camp
Zama and toured the Sagamihara Family
Housing Area.

“Overall, it was a great trip! A worth-
while opportunity to meet with the Unit-
ed States Forces Korea, 8th Army, and

OPEN TO THE FUBLIC, AGES 18+, ID CHEC

STAND—=UP
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Mike Winfield & Jarrod Harris
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FOR DETAILS CALL 255-9810 OR THE LANDING ZONE AT 598-8025.

United States Army Japan leadership and
address concerns and also an exceptional
opportunity to meet with and address the
outstanding Soldiers serving our country
in Korea and Japan,” said Ferriter. “What

an outstanding group of dedicated Sol-
diers we have at these garrisons, and |
was impressed by the senior commander
and garrison commander teams at each of
the locations we visited.”
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Warrior Transition
Command launches

Post housing questions?

Vigsit Picerne MMilitary Housings ail
wowrw.ruekerpicoerne..com

Hire a Veteran campaign

By J.D. Leipold
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — The
Army’s Warrior Transition
Command unveiled its three-
pronged Hire a Veteran edu-
cation campaign plan Nov.
19.

The plan aims to help
employers understand that
wounded warriors can bring
a wealth of leadership expe-
rience and skills to the table
and to their bottom line.

“This campaign is about
setting conditions, not just
preparing our Soldiers for a
new career as a veteran, but
also preparing employers
about this unique popula-
tion who has so much to of-
fer,” said Brig. Gen. David J.
Bishop, WTC commander,
in kicking off Warrior Care
Month at the National Press
Club.

“Our goal for this campaign
is for employers to gain clar-
ity on how well military skills
translate to civilian employ-
ment and that post-traumatic
stress disorder and traumatic
brain injury, known as PTSD
and TBI, are treatable condi-
tions, which are not unique
to the military, and most indi-
viduals affected go on to lead
successful productive lives,”
he said.

Bishop also noted that the
campaign also hopes to get
across to would-be employers
that, “reasonable accommo-
dation for wounded warriors
is not difficult, not expensive,
nor a burden when compared
to the incredible value our
wounded warriors bring to
the civilian workforce given
their unique training and ex-
perience.”

To get those messages
across to the civilian work-
force, the WTC formed a
partnership with The Society
for Human Resource Man-
agement, the world’s largest
association devoted to human
resource management, and
Orion International, the coun-
try’slargestmilitary recruiting
firm, to produce a 10-minute
video that addresses these top
three misperception, the ob-
stacles and solutions.

The video and an online
toolkitare available for down-
load and distribution to HR
professionals and employers
at www.WTC.Army.mil.

“Hire a Veteran — Obsta-
cles and Solutions™ features
the stories of Soldiers who
spent more than six months
with a Warrior Transition
Unit recovering from severe
wounds, illness or injuries
and how they pulled them-
selves up and out into the ci-

vilian workforce.

One of those Soldiers,
medically retired Staff Sgt.
Paul “Rob” Roberts, suf-
fered second and third degree
burns, and other severe inju-
ries including TBI from an
improvised explosive device
that destroyed his vehicle
and Killed two Soldiers and
an Afghan interpreter in June
2009.

While he was recovering in
aWarrior Transition Battalion
he worked on his resume with
the Soldier Family Assistance
Center, eventually securing
an internship with the Drug
Enforcement Administration
where he worked until he
was medically retired from
the Army in January 2012.

“The internship with the
DEA taught me that even
though I’'m a little bit slower,
I’'m still a valued part of the
team. My experience in the
Army is what makes me
valuable, and | still have the
ability and desire to learn,”
he said.

After attending several
job fairs at Fort Belvoir, Va.,
Roberts received several job
offers, but took a position
with the FBL

“1 can’t really give details
on my new job, but I can tell
you that the skills I learned in
the Army such as leadership,
situational awareness, analy-
sis and attention to detail
transition perfectly into my
new job,” he said.
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Tim Isacco, Orion chief
operating officer said his or-
ganization since its founding
in 1991 has found careers
for more than 17,000 former
enlisted service members
and an additional 12,000 of-
ficers.

“Of the nearly 100 data
points we track on every
veteran job seeker, we have
never kept record of whether
or not our veterans are dis-
abled,” he said. “Why? It’s
never been relevant. Our cli-
ents appreciate the true value
a veteran brings to their
workforce, regardless of the
presence or absence of a dis-
ability.”
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Bama Bombers advance to final

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

As rain fell on the field, the D Company, st Battalion,
145th Aviation Regiment Bama Bombers took on the U.S.
Army Aviation Research Laboratory’s Double Tap during an
intramural football playoff game at the Fort Rucker Physical
Fitness Facility Monday.

The game started with no clear advantage from either team,
but the Bama Bombers came out on top to beat Double Tap
24-6.

“It was good all-around playing by both [teams],” said 2nd
Lt. Mark Dube, player for the Bama Bombers. “I thought we
had good communication, and our defense and offense were
clicking really well.”

Double Tap received the opening kick and managed a short
return to start the game, but their opponents defense were hard
at work and were able to keep them at bay early in the game
and force a punt.

As D Co. took possession, they were at an advantage start-
ing at the 50-yard line, but Double Tap’s defense mirrored
their opponent’s and kept them from a first down. The Bama
Bombers had other plans, however, as they managed to get
past USAARL’s defense for a first down, bringing them with-
in 20 yards of the goal line. Their offense continued to push
past Double Tap and get within yards of the goal line.

With pressure to keep their opponents out of the end zone,
Double Tap brought back an aggressive defense to hold the
Bama Bombers back and force a turnover at the one-yard
line.

USAARL had their work cut out to bring the ball downfield,
but a 20-yard pass pulled them away from their end zone.

Play after play, Double Tap managed to push their oppo-
nents back and advance downfield, but the Bama Bombers
were able to stop the USAARL team and take possession of
the ball.

It seemed anybody’s game as possession continually
changed hands while neither team was able to score with
only minutes remaining in the first half. Bama Bombers took
possession of the ball, determined to make up some ground
against their opponents, and pushed aggressively toward the
end zone. They finally managed the first touchdown of the
game with a 45-yard play with four minutes remaining in the
first half.

Double Tap took possession and pushed hard downfield to
try and stay in the game, but the Bama Bombers seemed to
have found their momentum and forced their opponents to
punt.

GO BALL ON QTR

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

First Lt. David Geib, D Company, 1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment and player for the Bama Bombers, evades a USAARL Double Tap
player during an intramural foothall game at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility Monday. The Bama Bombers came out on top,

winning 24-6, advancing them to the final game.

D Company managed a 40-yard punt return to keep pres-
sure on the USAARL team, who couldn’t seem to find their
footing at this point in the game. As Double Tap’s defense
slipped, the Bama Bombers scored their second touchdown
and extra point to bring the score to 14-0.

Double Tap took their last possession of the half and man-
aged to get within 10 yards of the opposing end zone, but an
interception dashed all hopes of a score as the half ended.

At the return from halftime, Bama Bombers received the
kick and were able to get to the 50-yard line. Their momentum
didn’t seem to wane during halftime as they pushed farther
downfield, getting past their opponents’ defense to score their
third touchdown minutes into the second half.

Double Tap had their work cut out for them with their first
possession of the half, but D Company’s defense kept them
from advancing and they were forced to punt again.

Bama Bomber’s superior defense was only matched by
their offense as they threw pass after pass to again bring them

within yards of the goal line, but Double Tap managed to hold
them back and force a field goal to bring the score to 24-0.

Time was running out for Double Tap, but they proved to
still have some fight left in them as they took possession and
ran a 60-yard play to score their first touchdown. They decid-
ed to go for the two-point conversion, but were unsuccessful
and the Bama Bombers took possession.

D Company’s offensive superiority seemed to diminish and
Double Tap was able to hold the Bama Bombers back, and
even pick off a pass to retake possession with less than 2 min-
utes left in the game.

Although the Bama Bombers’ offense seemed to fizzle to-
ward the end, their defense remained strong to hold off their
opponents, allowing the clock to wind down for the win and
advance them to the final game.

“This game advances us to the final and I feel confident,”
said 1st Lt. Sean Boniface, captain for the Bama Bombers. “If
we can win the final game, we will win the tournament.”

Trot 5K,
10K

More than 200 people participated in the 2012
Turkey Trot with 268 running in the 5k and 94
in the 10k at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness
Facility Nov. 17. People participated individually
and in teams for each race. The individual
winners were: Dan Nix, 5k overall male, with
a time of 16:08; Jen Zanghi, 5k overall female,
with a time of 20:49; David Seymour, 10k overall
male, with a time of 36:14; and Penny Proctor,
10k overall female, with a time of 40:33. The
team winners were All In, for the 5k, and 1st
WOCGCs, for the 10k.
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See Page D3 for this week’s answers.

Just Like Cate & Dogs

by Dave T. Phippe

> —<

I GUESS I SHOULD REALLY RAKE
FASTER OR BETTER YET PACE
MYSELF AND HOPE FOR MORE SNOW,

I, TELEWISIOM: What famous poli-
henan did Alex I K eaton idoliee on tbhe
show *Family Ties™!

2, MLESIC: Which 1970 song fea-
tured the line, “Feremiah was a bull-
frog™?

1. LITERATURE: Whaa literary fig-
e hawd a lowval companion named San-
chio Panga?

4, GEOGRAPHY; What 15 the cap-
tal of lowa'?

3. ANIMAL KINGDOMN; What are
omnivones T

6. LAMGUAGE: How many letters
are in the Greek slphabet?

7. ANATOMY: How mamy pairs
ol fibs dises a human bedy noomally
lave?

B HISTORY; In which vear dud the
LIS, space shuttle first flv into arbit?

%, FOOD: Wheat kimd of Tood is mort-
ndella?

1. GAMES: What is the movable
device wed in the game Ouija to spell
(AUl MEssages.)

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle
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Flace a number in the ompty boxes in such o wary
that each row across. aach column down and

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: * * *

aach small 9-box square contains all of the
rumbers rom o Lo ning.

* Moderate + * Challenging
* & & HOO BOY!

00N ey Featee S, I

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.
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Video Game Spotlight >>

Hitman: Absolution provides solid challenge

By Jim Van Slyke
Contributing Writer

(Editor’s note: All opinions stated in the
Video Game Spotlight are solely those of
the article’s author.)

This fall there have been plenty of video
games that reward gamers who like to “run
and gun,” but what about gamers who pre-
fer to take things a little slow? What if we’d
rather play a game where it’s more impor-
tant to be stealthy than have a big machine
gun?

“Hitman: Absolution” makes that pos-
sible. It’s a game that rewards gamers for
being silent, but deadly. In further contrast
to the “Halo 4s” of the world, “Hitman
Absolution” can be conquered by the best
video game assassins without even firing a
gun — almost.

That’s because this first-person game en-
courages creative kills. It’s much better to
find and use something from the environ-
ment than to just put a bullet in the back of a
target’s head. The more creative and sneaky
a player is, the more points they will earn.
“Hitman: Absolution” actually encourages
gamers to use their imagination.

This game is the sequel to “Hitman:
Blood Money,” a game that was released
nearly seven years ago. The good news is
“Blood Money” was a cult favorite and
many of its fans will likely swoop in and
pick up “Hitman: Absolution.” Everything
has been improved for the 2012 model and
there are plenty of new challenges. The

B

story isn’t anything new — Agent 47 is
betrayed and the police are after him, etc.
— but the 20 levels in the game are broken
up nicely into stages. Some stages require
trying to avoid enemies, while others might
require multiple assassinations.

The story mode is too short, but the Con-
tracts mode will keep gamers involved. It
allows them to create their own custom hits
within the game’s levels using a clever cre-

ate system. By mixing in different weapons,
disguises and more, gamers can challenge
their friends in each level to see who has
the fastest time.

Definitely a game that requires a little
more thought and a stomach for violence,
“Hitman: Absolution” will be a lot of fun
for gamers who like to have a plan of at-
tack.

Reviewed on Xbox 360

COURTESY SCREENSHOT

Publisher
Square Enix
Rated
Mature
Systems
Multiple
Cost
$50-60
Overall
3 out of 4
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SPORTS BRIEKFS

Open-water diver course

Fort Rucker Aquatics hosts an open-water diver course
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from Tuesday through Dec. 19 with
dives on Dec. 15 and Jan. 5. Classes will meet from 5-9 p.m.
at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility. Cost of the course
is $375. Students must provide their own masks, snorkels, fins

and dive booties. The course is open to authorized patrons.

The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility will host adult
swim lessons now through Dec. 13. Classes will meet Tuesdays
and Thursdays with a session from 5-5:45 p.m. for beginners
and from 6-6:45 p.m. for intermediate swimmers. Registration
for the course is $30 and the lessons are open to authorized
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Mistletoe 5K

The Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Facility hosts the
annual Mistletoe 5k and 1 Mile Fun Run Dec. 8 from 9 —11
a.m. Registration on the day of the event will begin at 7:30 a.m.
and end at 8:45 a.m. at the Fortenberry-Colton PFF. Partici-
pants are encouraged to pre-register for the event. The 1-mile
fun run is free and open to all children. It will begin after the
Sk is completed. Each fun run participant will receive a medal.
Cost for the run is $20 with a shirt until Saturday with shirt,
$25 with a shirt after Saturday, $12 without a shirt and $100
per team of eight.

For more, call 255-2296.

Business Card
Spotlight

Christian Mission Bargain Centers
Donation Pick-Up Available

Call 393-4471

Your donation of clothing, furniture, house-hold
items, autos, etc. helps to provide the following
services for the homeless and hungry...shelter, food, hot
meals, for home-bound, emergency utility assistance and
residential substance abuse program.

All donations are tax deductible
307 N. Main Street ~ www.christmissions.com

PREVENT CHININEY FIRES!

Get your chimney cleaned by a professional!

Chimney fies are vry dangerous and need to be cleaned once a year
Call NOW to get your chimney cleaned today!

Davis Chimney
Sweeps .

334-898-2662

We do cleaning, repairing and waterproofing.

Christmas Layaway Now!
Fine Antiques for 31 vears

Deal Directly with the owner.
Tues - Fri: 10am-5pm

Ronnie Evans Antiques

204 North Main St » Enterprise » 334-347-4944

Your ad could be here
for only $96 per month.
Call Mable Ruttlen for
more information at
334-393-9713
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The AH-6 Light Attack/Reconnaissance Helicopter offers
superior capability for the Army's Armed Aerial Scout mission.
The most advanced integrated cockpit. Commonality with
the Army's Apache Block lll helicopter. Flexible weapons
configuration with four pylon stations. Networked, including
UAS connectivity. And with a full mission load, it's
demaonstrated hover-out-of-ground-effect above 6k/95° F.

Capability ahead of the pack. That's AH-6 AAS.
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