
The Fort Rucker Provost Mar-
shall’s Office and the Director-
ate of Public Safety will conduct 
several compliance checkpoints 
throughout the next few weeks 
to promote safe driving. 

Officers use these checkpoints 
to monitor driver and vehicle 
compliance with state law and 
installation regulations, to en-
sure the safety of personnel on 
the installation and educate peo-
ple on cell phone use and what 
is considered proper identifica-
tion, according to Maj. Joshua 
Munch, Fort Rucker deputy pro-
vost marshal. 

“We will set up in a specific 
location on a specific day on the 
road and stop traffic from both 

directions. It’s not our intent to 
inconvenience people; we’re 
trying to keep the roadways 
safe,” he said. 

The average stop lasts 15-30 
seconds and stops will be con-
ducted day and night. Officers 
will be checking for seatbelts, 
cell phone usage, proper docu-
mentation, as well as looking 
for anyone who is impaired by 
alcohol or drugs, according to 
Staff Sgt. Jacob Deaton, traffic 
investigations NCO in charge.

“Typically, if [a person] does 
not have the proper paperwork 
in the vehicle we will give them 
a warning, but if there is some-
thing that is expired or if we feel 
like further assessment needs to 
be made on an individual or a 
vehicle we will have them pull 
off the road and see if we need to 

write a citation or not,” he said.
Registration, proof of insur-

ance, a license and military iden-
tification (when appropriate) is 

the proper paperwork that each 
driver should have in the vehicle 
at all times, said Deaton.

During the stops, officials 

suggest people stay calm and 
not become irritated.

“Please be patient during the 
checkpoints. Don’t become 
[aggravated] just because we 
conducted a stop and you feel 
like you shouldn’t have been 
stopped,” said Munch. “If you 
have an issue during the check-
point bring them to the station 
afterward, don’t argue with an 
officer at the site.” 

Deaton agreed.
“During the checkpoints don’t 

get frustrated with the officer 
and do not get out of your car. 
Follow the questions or guidance 
of the officer and things will go 
smoothly. Don’t be nervous. Just 
be safe about it,” he said.

Lt. Col. Madeline Bondy, pro-
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As electronic systems age and 
people upgrade, the importance of 
properly disposing of old electronics 
is stepping into the limelight of recy-
cling, and Fort Rucker participated 
in a national campaign, America Re-
cycles Day, Nov. 15 to reduce elec-
tronic waste.

E-waste refers to the variety of 
electronic products that have met 
the end of their useful life. If not 
recycled properly, this growing 
waste stream can leave toxic metals 
in landfills and poses threats to the 
environment and to people’s health, 

according to Colleen Quinlan, Fort 
Rucker Environmental Office haz-
ardous waste manager.

To combat the problem locally, the 
Directorate of Public Works hosted 
an E-cycling event Nov. 15 at the 
post exchange and the recycling 
center. 

“We accepted everything from 
whole computers and their parts to 
all sizes and shapes of batteries. Peo-
ple brought a lot of televisions and 
old video equipment like videocas-
sette recorders,” she said.

More people participated this year, 
according to Quinlan, but she esti-
mates that they collected about the 
same amount of waste as last year. 

“Each year I think we will get big-
ger. This event is really important 
because we try to educate people on 
the precious and non-precious metals 
that are found in many electronics. 
If these metals get into the soil after 
they are deposited into landfills, it 
can lead to massive health problems 
for plants, animals and people,” she 
said.

The event is held once a year and 
this is Fort Rucker’s second year 
participating.

The facts that no paperwork is 
involved and civilians can participate 
are other reasons that make the 

See post, Page A5

Checkpoints promote safe driving

Capt. Scott Sorquist, Air Medical Company at Lyster Army Health Clinic, with his children, Walter, Josephine and Henry (not pictured), speak with Leroy Minus, child youth and school services youth sports and 
assistant fitness director, about what youth sports has to offer his Family.
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Maj. Joshua Munch, deputy provost marshal, and Staff Sgt. Jacob Deaton, traf-
fic investigations NCO in charge, make a routine traffic stop Nov. 15. after a 
vehicle failed to obey a visual traffic device. 

FRG open house highlights Fort Rucker Family services  

Family readiness is considered a lifestyle for Soldiers 
and their Families, and Picerne Military Housing along 
with a few other organizations on Fort Rucker put to-
gether a Family Readiness Group open house Nov. 15 to 
help Families be proactive, and educate them on some of 
the opportunities that are available on Fort Rucker and 
in the community.  

With relocation, separation and Family challenges, the 
goal of most FRGs is to assist Soldiers and their Fami-

lies by equipping, educating and empowering them with 
the tools to be ready and be proactive in the military life-
style, according to Curtis L. Williams, Army Community 
Service mobilization and deployment program manager.

“This is the first-ever open house, and for tonight, this 
gathering is like an appreciation. That is what we tried to 
portray to them. It is our way of saying ‘You are appreci-
ated and here are some of the resources that are available 
to you that we think you should know about,’” he said.

To become familiar with such services is a great asset 
to Families, according to Williams. 

“We also appreciate what these programs do for Fami-

lies and we appreciate them as well. We want to show 
these programs off because we are proud of them and 
know they offer great, invaluable services to Soldiers 
and their Families,” he said.

The open house was held at the Picerne Military Hous-
ing headquarters building. Many tables were set up with 
displays and information for people to browse and ask 
questions to the attendants at each booth.

Some of the participating programs were:  Leading 
Change Team, Red Cross, Survivor Outreach Services, 

See FRG, Page A5
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Post participates in America Recycles Day
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Misty Howell, an environmental scientist at the environmental office, 
takes an old computer monitor from Sebrina Vail, an Army spouse who 
recycled electronics, Nov. 15,  so they can be refurbished or recycled 
during America Recycles Day at the main exchange.

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer



Happy Holidays! From my Family to you 
and yours, we wish you a very merry holi-
day season and a prosperous New Year. 

We have so much to celebrate again dur-
ing this holiday season. I, for one, will cel-
ebrate having the opportunity to work with, 
for and alongside each of you as we work 
to make Fort Rucker, Army Aviation and 
USAACE the very best they can be! 

As you reflect on last year’s accomplish-
ments and next year’s resolutions, objec-
tives and goals, celebrate what you and your 
Family accomplish every day doing just 

that — making Fort Rucker and USAACE 
a great place to live, work, raise a Family, 
and to develop and deliver Army Aviation 
professionals and indispensable Aviation 
capability to commanders and Soldiers on 
the ground.

 The result of your effort and commitment 
is a national treasure — an amazing Army 
community and a center of excellence that 
is the gold standard for Aviation training 
and capability development.

Take time to enjoy your Family during 
this holiday season. If you are traveling to 
visit loved ones, please be safe. Know your 
limits and be aware of your surroundings 
and changing conditions to keep your Fam-
ily and yourself safe.  

If you are staying in the Wiregrass, please 
take advantage of all the wonderful pro-
grams Fort Rucker has to offer.  

As you gather to celebrate the season with 
your friends and Family, please remember 
the many Soldiers and service members 
who cannot be with their Families this year, 
as they do our nation’s business away from 
home, many of whom are in harm’s way.  

Angel and I want to thank each of you 
for your service, sacrifice and commitment 
to our Army and nation. We wish you a 
bountiful holiday and a healthy, happy New 
Year. We look forward to your safe return 
and a great year working together to make 
a difference!

Above the Best!
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Perspective

Staff Sgt. Joseph Smith, 
NCO Academy

“My wife does all the 
shopping. I try to stay out 
of it.” 

“Just look at ads online, 
but I don’t participate in 
the shopping too much.”  

“I save to get ready.” “I talk to my wife and find 
out what she and the kids 
want. This will be the first 
time I’ll be participating in 
Black Friday.”

Nyrna Reyna, 
military spouse

2nd Lt. Dan Sweeney, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.

1st Sgt. Hecor Benitez, 
D Co., 1st Bn., 
13th Avn. Regt.

Maj. Gen. 
Kevin Mangum

Black Friday is traditionally the beginning of 
the holiday shopping season. How do you 

tackle the holiday shopping season?
“

”

“Look up magazines and 
read advertisements.” 

CW3 Samuel Acosta, 
WOCC
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CG holiday message to 
Fort Rucker community

ACE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy
Have the courage to ask the question, but stay •	
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you •	
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy
Remove any means that could be used for self-•	

injury.
Calmly control the situation, do not use force.•	
Actively listen to produce relief.•	

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.•	
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a behavioral •	
health professional or a primary care provider.

Thanksgiving marks the begin-
ning of the holiday season, a time 
of year when our thoughts naturally 
turn to home and Family, reflect-
ing on the past year and our good 
fortune. 

We also honor and appreciate 
military Families this month, and it 
seems only fitting to focus on what 
Family means, and the quality of 
time and attention we give them. 

U.S. Army Installation Man-
agement Command is the Army’s 
home. Each day proves it is the 

people we serve and care for who 
are most important. Now, more 
than ever, it’s important that we 
take care of each other. People are 

the heart and soul of the IMCOM 
mission. They are both our pur-
pose and our greatest asset, creat-
ing a larger Family that includes 
co-workers, battle buddies, the Sol-
diers to our left and our right, along 
with all who are near and dear to 
our hearts.

For many, quality time will be 
spent gathered around the time 
honored American tradition of 
Thanksgiving turkey. As you do so, 
remember that somewhere there is 
a young Family new to the Army 
flying to their first overseas assign-
ment right now. They’ll be in lodg-
ing for the holiday and the DFAC 
for dinner. Welcome them into this 
Family. 

Make sure the service they re-

ceive is world class. Take the time 
to greet them, to direct them and 
make them feel valued and wanted 
in their new garrison community. 

Other members of our Fam-
ily, civilians and Soldiers alike, are 
deployed. Even far from home, a 
word of encouragement can make 
a difference. Some of our Family 
members may be giving thanks as 
their Soldiers return from deploy-
ment while experiencing stresses 
related to reintegration at the same 
time. The Army is a life of service! 

To all who provide services 
on our installations — IMCOM, 
MEDCOM, NEC, DENCOM and 
AMC — we’re proud to serve 
with each and every member of 
this team. You, and the work you 

do each and every day, are impor-
tant to us. It’s critical to the lives 
of the Soldiers, civilians and Fam-
ily members we serve in garrisons 
around the globe. While preparing 
for travel and attending celebra-
tions, let’s all be vigilant — keep 
safety and responsibility at the fore-
front of all that you do.

As you enjoy this Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, we hope that it will be 
a time for thanks, relaxation and 
renewal. Remember your Family 
and extended Army Family as well: 
battle buddies, co-workers and the 
person next to you now. 

Be thankful, as we sincerely are, 
for their (and your) service and 
commitment to both the Army and 
this great nation. Army Strong! 

By Lt. Gen. Mike Ferriter
Installation Management 
Command Commanding General
and 
Command Sgt. Maj. Earl Rice

IMCOM leaders send Thanksgiving message

Lt. Gen. Mike Ferriter
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DPW, Picerne offer winter home tips

With the ups and downs of the 
winter weather experienced in 
the southeast, it can sometimes 
be hard to know what to do to 
keep homes warm, but Picerne 
Military Housing and Directorate 
of Public Work officials offer tips 
on how to efficiently heat homes 
and keep them safe during the 
cold months.

When it comes to saving mon-
ey during the winter, the simple 
things matter, according to Tony 
King, DPW resource efficiency 
manager.

“Sealing a window or door 
with caulk and weather stripping 
prevents infiltration and is a quick 
payback.  Attic insulation is rec-
ommended to be R30 or approxi-
mately 12-15 inches deep.  This 
does cost, but again the paybacks 
are quick if the insulation is less 
than 6 inches currently,” he said. 

“People can also use solar ra-
diation in the winter. Open drapes 
and blinds to allow sunlight to 
heat the house during the day 
then shut them to slow heat loss 
during the night,” he said.

King also said to wear warmer 
clothing during the winter months 
while inside –like a sweater and 
long socks— and to not use ener-
gy-inefficient space heaters.

“Avoid the use of small space 
heaters where possible. They are 
against Army regulations, any-
way,” he said.

Picerne Military Housing also 
provides many winterizing sup-
plies for free, according to Bran-
don Masters, PMH communica-
tions manager.

“Change your heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning filter ev-
ery month to get the most out of 
your system.  Neighborhood of-
fices will provide these for free. If 
you need to add weather stripping 
to your home, neighborhood of-
fices will also add it for no cost,” 
he said.  

Keeping cold air out is usu-
ally many people’s main way of 
saving cash, and King said that 

blocking air leaks is people’s best 
defense.  

“In the case of leaking win-
dows that you do not want to 
replace, kits are available with 
shrink wrap that can be applied 
to the window moldings. Us-
ing a hair dryer, the shrink wrap 
is stretched tightly allowing for 
near-transparency while provid-
ing a barrier to air flow,” he said.

Masters added to King’s air 
flow tips.

“Adding door sweeps beneath 
doors for added insulation will 
help keep cold air out and warm-
er air in,” he said.

Freezing or bursting pipes 
might not seem like a problem 
in the area, but King said that it 
happens more than people might 
expect.

“We don’t have a lot of days 
when we worry about pipes 
freezing, but I have personally re-
paired pipes that have burst. Put 
insulation on exposed pipes and 
faucets, and set them to a slow 
drip on nights when the tempera-
ture is projected to drop below 
freezing. Foam pipe insulation 
comes in sticks and is relatively 
inexpensive and easy to install,” 
he said.

For Families living in a manu-
factured homes off post, King 
says they are very susceptible to 
winter damage.

“A mobile home without skirt-
ing around the base is a real prob-
lem.  All pipes are exposed to the 
outdoor temperature and the wind 
can leech the heat from the pipes 
very quickly.  The best protection 

is to skirt the home and insulate 
any exposed pipes,” he said. He 
added that mobile homes often 
have less insulation than a site-
built house and even the pipes in 
walls can freeze, so people need 
to take extra precautions.

Many people shut off the heat 
entirely when leaving the home 
for several hours or over the 
weekend to save on heating ex-
penses, but King said that is not 
the most efficient way to save en-
ergy or money.

“Energy-efficiency experts 
agree that turning off HVAC 
units is not a good idea unless the 
space is going to be vacant for 
at least two weeks.  We recom-
mend setting back the thermostat 
2-6 degrees during unoccupied 
times,” he said.  

King suggests that when peo-
ple leave their home they should 
turn the thermostat down in the 
winter and up in the summer, and 
to be careful in the winter to not 
make significant changes in the 
upward direction if they have a 
heat pump.  

“Turning a heat pump up more 
than 2 degrees engages the elec-
tric resistance back-up heat and 
will eliminate whatever savings 
you gained with it turned down 
very quickly,” he said.

For Families and Soldiers liv-
ing on post, contact neighborhood 
offices to lower the thermostat on 
water heaters to save some cash.

“Water heaters sometimes 
come from the factory with high 
temperature settings, but a setting 
of 120 degrees provides comfort-
able hot water for most uses,” 
said Masters.

Masters said that by following 
simple tips such as not blocking 
heating outlets or return registers 
with furniture and stopping hot 
water from running when wash-
ing one’s face or shaving can eas-
ily save people money.

“It’s not about cutting corners 
but eliminating unnecessary costs 
and wasted energy,” he said. “Just 
by taking that extra little step 
people can make it through the 
winter with a little extra money 
in their pocket,” he said.

Safety is an additional consid-
eration during the winter, accord-
ing to King.

“No one wants to potentially 
burn down their house in an at-
tempt to stay warm during the hol-
idays, so safety is important. Any 
heating device that operates on a 
combustible fuel source should 
be certified for indoor use, main-
tained and fueled properly, but it 
is the less efficient way to heat a 
home or a room.  If open-flame 
heaters are used, they should be 
installed with proper clearances,” 
he said. “Fireplaces are also much 
safer if they are clean.  Only use 
hardwoods and make sure you 
have a screen or doors in place 
to prevent unwanted sparks from 
reaching the room.”

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

News Briefs
Commissary closure

The Fort Rucker Commissary will be closed Friday (Black 
Friday) because of historically low patronage on the day fol-
lowing Thanksgiving and also to reduce operational costs. 

For more, call 255-9177.

AAFES Black Friday
Military shoppers can come early and gobble up the sav-

ings as the Fort Rucker Post Exchange will open its doors at 
4 a.m. Friday for Black Friday sales.  “From our Family to 
yours, happy Thanksgiving,” said the exchange’s main store 
manager, Don Walter Jr. “The day after is the unofficial holi-
day season for many Exchange shoppers. The deals we will 
be serving up will offer plenty of incentive to get up early.”  

Beginning at 4 a.m., the PX staff will pass out take-a-tickets 
for the most popular “doorbuster” items, as well as bounce 
back coupons that can be used throughout the weekend that 
add value and excitement to this year’s event, Walter said. 

For more, call 503-9044, Ext. 211.

PX Sunday hours change
Starting Dec. 2, the Fort Rucker Post Exchange goes to new 

operating hours on Sundays. The new hours are 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. each Sunday. The hours Mondays through Saturdays 
will remain the same, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

CG’s Holiday Concert
Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, U.S. Army Aviation Center 

of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general, hosts 
the CG’s Holiday Concert Dec. 13 at 6:30 p.m. in the post the-
ater. Featuring Fort Rucker’s own 98th Army “Silver Wings” 
Band, the free concert’s theme is Joy to the World! 

The band’s Blackout Brass Band, Crossfire and Wiregrass 
Jazz Ensemble will perform a festive concert with music from 
around the world, jazzy holiday tunes, modern favorites and 
sing-alongs. Santa will be in the house, as well.

Military pay closure
The Defense Military Pay Office will close at noon Dec. 7 

for its holiday luncheon and off-site training. All DMPO cus-
tomers are asked to visit the DMPO with their pay inquiries 
prior to the closure. Soldiers who have a military pay emer-
gency or need to clear the DMPO during this time should 
call Christy Carter at 237-1968 or James Fails at 470-4405 
for assistance. The office will reopen Dec. 10 and begin new 
operating hours of 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

South Carolina tax returns compromised 
In October, an international computer hacker broke into the 

South Carolina Department of Revenue database and gained 
access to more than 3.6 million state income tax returns. The 
hacked returns dated back to 1998 and included unencrypted 
social security numbers. Also compromised were over 16,000 
credit and debit cards. People whose information has been 
compromised will receive a free year of identity protection 
service provided by Experian and paid for by the state.

For more, visit http://www.sctax.org/default.html.
Anyone who filed a South Carolina tax return from 1998 

onward should call (866) 578-5422.

Edens maintains standard for motorcycle training

Brig. Gen. Timothy J. Edens, director 
of Army Safety and commanding general, 
USACR/Safety Center, recently joined a 
group of new and returning riders at Fort 
Rucker for the Motorcycle Safety Foun-
dation’s Basic Rider Course.

Edens had ridden dirt bikes as a teen-
ager, more than 30 years ago. But with his 
purchase of a Harley Davidson cruiser ear-
lier this year, the Army considered Edens 
a new rider, the same as any other Soldier 
with no experience on a motorcycle.

For Edens, the training was more than 
a check-the-block Army requirement; he 
knew he needed BRC training to survive 
on the highway.

“I think it’s absolutely essential to learn 

the proper way to ride a motorcycle,” he 
said. “It’s particularly important when you 
put that ‘how to ride’ against the threats 
out there on the road.”

The BRC combines classroom training 
with practical skills taught on a specially 
designed course. From riding in a straight 
line where they master basic starting and 
stopping skills, riders move on to corner-
ing skills, and braking and swerving tech-
niques for avoiding highway dangers.

The course helped Edens realize how 
vulnerable riders are, lacking the protec-
tion offered by an automobile’s structure. 
That vulnerability is increased by driv-
ers who miss motorcycles on the road or, 
when they do see them, are confused by 
their size. Being smaller than other vehi-
cles on the road, motorcycles may appear 
further away or traveling more slowly 

than they really are.
Even with those hazards, the training 

eased Edens’ concerns about returning to 
the road.

“I feel confident with the skills the BRC 
gave me,” he said, adding he looks for-
ward to fulfilling all levels of the Army’s 
Progressive Motorcycle Program.

Among other requirements, the PMP 
mandates that Soldiers returning from a 
three-year or longer riding hiatus undergo 
sustainment training. In addition, riders 
who have not taken the progressive train-
ing courses prior to sustainment training 
must complete those steps first.

“It’s all about upholding the standards,” 
Edens said. “We’re not trying to make rid-
ing difficult, we’re simply giving Soldiers 
the best possible start to what should be 
an enjoyable and safe hobby.

“There is no reason for motorcycling to 
go underground when the Army offers its 
riders good training and sponsors peer ex-
periences like the Motorcycle Mentorship 
Program.”

Moreover, no Soldier — regardless of 
rank — is exempt from safety training.

“Even as a general officer, I’m no ex-
ception to the rule,” he said. “It’s up to 
leaders to set the standard. Current acci-
dents show indiscipline doesn’t discrimi-
nate by rank. Leaders at all levels must 
walk their talk concerning discipline and 
standards.”

More information on the PMP may be 
found in Army Regulation 385-10. Addi-
tional information and resources on mo-
torcycle safety and the Motorcycle Men-
torship Program is available at https://
safety.army.mil.

By Bob Van Elsberg
U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Center
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Garrison commanders are recruiting for 
about 2,000 job openings, and while the 
competitive process can be time-consum-
ing, exceptions to the process allow for 
noncompetitive selection of current IM-
COM employees, transitioning Soldiers, 
disabled veterans and certain others.

At the same time, the Army still faces a 
new fiscal environment that could require 
more civilian workforce reductions in the 
future, so the headquarters will continue 
to closely oversee the filling of critical 
vacancies to ensure the command stays 
within sustainable end strength numbers. 

IMCOM started FY12 facing a manda-
tory reduction of more than 4,000 civilian 
positions including the headquarters, the 
regions and the garrisons. In the inter-
est of retaining a highly experienced and 
specialized workforce, the command ap-
proached the necessary reduction with a 
commitment to meet the end strength tar-
get through attrition and judicious filling 
of critical vacancies.  

This proactive approach to human re-
sources management has succeeded to 
the extent that IMCOM has exceeded its 
reduction target through voluntary sepa-
rations, retirement and cross-leveling 
through reassignment. The new personnel 
outlook is good news for protecting the 
workforce, but the garrisons are now anx-
ious to fill these nearly 2,000 openings to 
sustain their operations.

“It’s great to see that we could continue 
to meet our mission requirements while 
still taking care of our civilian work-
force,” said IMCOM commander Lt. Gen. 
Michael Ferriter.

The federal hiring system is a competi-
tive process, designed to evaluate appli-
cants fairly, but not necessarily quickly, 
especially in recruiting from outside the 
government. But federal regulations al-
low for noncompetitive consideration of 
the very populations IMCOM seeks to 
help —including current employees, tran-
sitioning Soldiers and disabled veterans.

“As we look at ways to expedite the 
approval process, there are steps the gar-

risons can take to speed the process, in-
cluding streamlining the recruiting pro-
cess, working in advance with the CPAC 
on determining the level of competition, 
getting job assessments ready, consider-
ing noncompetitive selections of the cur-
rent IMCOM workforce, and hiring vet-
erans and Family members,” said Karen 
M. Perkins, IMCOM director of human 
resources.

Most hiring actions still must go to the 
HQ IMCOM Human Resources Man-
agement Board for initial screening and 
a recommendation to the commanding 
general. When the commander approves a 
hiring request, he specifies whether a va-
cancy must be filled by a current IMCOM 
employee or whether it can be recruited 
outside the command and even outside 

the federal workforce.
The first step remains the IMCOM En-

terprise Placement Program, which may 
provide a reassignment opportunity for a 
potentially vulnerable IMCOM employee 
who is willing to relocate. While the IEPP 
process is working, managers can begin 
their recruitment process to be ready to 
select if IEPP does not provide an eligible 
candidate.

If managers want to consider using 
one of the special hiring authorities laid 
out under Title 5 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations, there are many ways to hire 
transitioning Soldiers, disabled veterans 
and persons with disabilities noncompeti-
tively. 

“These are excellent ways to select 
qualified people noncompetitively, and 

they help disabled veterans and transition-
ing Soldiers, which we want to do any-
way,” said Lois Keith, chief of civilian 
personnel in the IMCOM G1.

One such authority is the Veterans’ 
Recruitment Authority, which allows for 
noncompetitive appointment to positions 
in grades up to GS-11 of disabled veter-
ans or veterans who served on active duty 
during a war, a recognized campaign or 
expedition, or certain other military oper-
ations. The VRA also extends to recently 
separated veterans. 

Another opportunity is to appoint a vet-
eran retired from active duty with a dis-
ability rating of 30 percent or more. These 
appointments are 60-day temporary or 
term to start with, but may be converted 
to career or career-conditional at any time. 
There are no grade limits with a 30 percent 
disability appointment, as long as the ap-
plicant meets all qualification standards.

Another talent resource is Army spous-
es, who normally won’t qualify for non-
competitive appointment, but often come 
with wide experience and varied skill sets 
that might not be readily available in the 
local talent pool. And former government 
employees eligible for reinstatement can 
be selected noncompetitively in any grade 
up to their former highest grade, as long 
as they meet qualifications.

The installation Civilian Personnel Ac-
tion Center is the local resource for all 
civilian hiring, but especially when try-
ing to expedite hiring through the use of 
noncompetitive appointments, so every 
action should be in consultation with the 
staff there. 

With the need for balance between expe-
dited hiring and sustainable end strengths, 
garrison commanders need access to more 
than one option when filling a critical va-
cancy. The headquarters will likely stay 
very involved in the hiring process for the 
foreseeable future in the interest of shel-
tering the workforce from future adverse 
actions due to civilian reductions.

Options do exist, however, and using 
the hiring authorities provided can help 
garrisons fill their critical vacancies while 
also providing opportunity for some very 
deserving candidates. 

IMCOM looks to expedite 
hiring process at garrisons
By Installation Management Command 
Public Affairs
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The Department of the Army has the following vacancies. For announcements 
and application information, call 255-9015 or visit www.armycivilianservice.com

INTERNAL 
Air Traffic Control Specialist 
(Terminal)

SCEG12249954779832
GS-2152-12/13
Closing Date: Nov. 30

Supervisory Training Instructor 
(Cargo Utility Aviation Academics)

SCEG12244757784466
GS-1712-12
Closing Date: Nov. 26

Safety and Occupational Health 
Specialist

SCEG12240260780967
GS-0018-12
Closing Date: Nov. 27

Security Guard
SCEG12049170672729S
GS-0085-04
Closing Date: Sept. 13, 2013 
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vost marshal and director of public safety 
on Fort Rucker said that drivers may feel 
like the checkpoints are conducted to 
meet quotas, which is false.

“We do not have a quota of citations 
that we have to write weekly, monthly or 
yearly. That is a common misconception. 
These checkpoints are to ensure the safe-
ty of the road, whether it’s from oneself 
or others,” she said.

Bondy said that the checkpoints can be 
conducted anywhere at any time, and that 
everyone should be prepared to stop.

“[The checkpoints] can be near the 
gates or closer to the interior of the instal-
lation as opposed to our normal patrols 
ensuring compliance to laws, rules and 
regulations,” she said. 

There are many issues that Bondy said 
drivers are being careless about, and that 

Soldiers and Family members should 
uphold the law not only because it is the 
law, but for safety.

“Holding your phone in your hand or 
lap on speaker phone does not constitute 
hands free — that is not in compliance 
with regulations.  Seatbelts are also an-
other major concern. People know the 
dangers of not wearing a seatbelt, so 
there is no excuse,” she said.

DPS officials also have a few other 
concerns.

“We are having problems with people 
not respecting the appropriate signifi-
cance to Reveille and Retreat. People 
should stop their vehicles and get out to 
show proper respect, whether that be sa-
luting or standing in the direction of the 
nearest flag,” she said.

“Ignorance is not an excuse or defense, 
so if anyone has questions please call us,” 
she added.

Bondy also wanted to bring attention 
to pedestrians who may be bringing 
more danger to themselves than they 
realize.

She said that, for safety, people cannot 
wear ear buds on the paths around hous-
ing or on sidewalks around post because 
many people are oblivious to the cars 
around them.

 “Lots of people wear ear buds while 
on the roadways and sidewalks while 
they are exercising. There are only three 
designated paths where wearing ear buds 
is allowed. They can be worn at the air 
assault track by the gym on Andrews, and 
the paths at Beaver and Ech Lake,” she 
said.

The winter months can also cause 
people to take more medication, and the 
officers warn people of driving while 
under the influence of some prescription 
medications.

“People can get a driving while under 
the influence citation off of medication 
or cough syrup.  Do not operate heavy 
machinery on medicine or prescription 
drugs; a vehicle is a heavy machine. You 
can get a citation even if your blood al-
cohol level is below 0.08 percent,” said 
Munch.  

The parties that often accompany the 
holidays can set people up for a citation 
if someone is transporting alcohol im-
properly. 

“People cannot have a drink open in 
the car or in their hand. If it is open and 
within reach of the driver then they can 
be cited for an open container. The safest 
bet is to put it in the trunk of the vehicle 
or inside a cooler in the back seat. Don’t 
let that homemade eggnog in a pitcher 
sitting in the passenger seat get you in 
trouble,” said the deputy provost mar-
shal. 

Lyster Army Health Clinic, youth sports, the arts and 
craft center, and Dothan Obstetrics and Gynecology.

The open house served to not only educate people on 
what services are in place, but to also educate people on 
what FRGs are and do for Families.

“The FRG is an official Army program and is a com-
mander’s program within his or her unit.  It is a group 
made up of Family members, volunteers, and Soldiers 
and civilian employees belonging to that unit or organi-
zation that together provide an avenue of mutual support 
and assistance. It is a network of communication among 
Family members, the chain of command and community 
resources,” said Ingrid Pierce, the FRG adviser for 1st 
Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment.

The FRG is vital in assisting commanders in enhanc-
ing readiness of Soldiers and Families, according to 
Pierce.

“Things are constantly changing and we want to keep 
information, which is vital to these leaders, at their fin-
gertips and up to date. I am glad that Col. [Stuart J.] 
McRae, [Fort Rucker garrison commander], was here, it 
shows he cares,” she said.

Several briefings were held throughout the night as 
well as a fashion show featuring children’s clothing. 

“Briefings regarding the Leading Change Team and 
the Yellow Dot Program will be conducted, as well as 
an overview of what Code Red is all about and Mili-
tary OneSouce representatives will talk for a little while 
about what they have available,” said Williams.

All assigned Soldiers (married or single), Army civil-
ians, volunteers and their Families (immediate and ex-
tended) are automatically considered to be members of 
FRGs, but participation is completely voluntary, accord-
ing to Pierce.

“Army Families are on the move constantly, therefore 
our positions of leadership change within the FRG on a 
consistent basis.  To arm those leaders with the informa-
tion they need to be helpful to Families, this open house 
seemed like the easiest one-stop solution,” she said.  
“It’s beneficial for FRGs to learn about resources avail-
able in different communities, military and civilian, that 
can support Soldiers and Families wherever they live.

“Successful FRG programs enhance Family readiness 
and preparedness for whatever may come our way,” she 

added.
Several of the booths had services they offered dur-

ing the event. Lyster Army Health Clinic gave free blood 
pressure tests and measured people’s height and weight, 
and the DFMWR table had a photo booth set up where 
people could use props such as ‘I love Fort Rucker’ 
signs, fake mustaches and kissy lips to take a memorable 
photo.

Some members of the community in attendance, like 
Susan Johnson, said that they liked the opportunity to 
have more details provided to them about on and off-
post services.

“I like having an opportunity to make friends who are 
going through exactly what I am going through and the 
FRG provides that. I like the support network,” she said, 
adding that the fact that she saw a lot of Soldiers at the 

event and not just spouses made her happy.
Dinner in the form of sandwiches, chips, cookies and 

tea was provided to attendees.
“We just wanted to make people comfortable since 

they are going to be here a while,” said Williams.
With everything said and done, Williams wants Fami-

lies and Soldiers to know that ACS and other programs 
on Fort Rucker such as Directorate of Family, Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation are concerned for each and ev-
ery Family member.

“We just want people to know that we care. We part-
ner up and put events like this together to show everyone 
involved in FRGs or who wants to be involved in FRGs 
that we are here for them,” said Williams.

To find out more about FRGs, call 255-0960 or email 
fortruckerfamilyreadiness@facebook.com. 

recycling events special.
“It is super easy to drop things 

off. No hassle, no paperwork 
and no fees. These events are in-
valuable to the community. We 
couldn’t make it any easier. You 
can live off post, you can bring 
your neighbors’ stuff, you can 
work on post— it doesn’t matter. 
As long as people could get it to 
us, we took it without any ques-
tions being asked,” she said.

A lot of the equipment that 
people brought in, according to 
Quinlan, can be refurbished.

“All of the cell phones do-
nated go to the Cell Phones for 
Soldiers program and a lot of 
the other items can help people. 

It is a much better alternative to 
throwing it away,” she said.

When the recycling center is 
not having special events, like 
the E-cycling drive, it collects 
what is considered typical, recy-
clable material year round.

“We take cardboard, alumi-
num, paper, plastic, old toner 
cartridges and even used oil. We 
also take metals like brass and 
we even accept compact discs 
now because we have the shred-
der,” she said.

According to Quinlan, recy-
cling is a mindset that is slowly 
spreading across the area.

“It’s slow but it’s coming. I 
have found that many people 
just don’t realize the dangers that 
a lot of waste poses. They don’t 

know it’s hazardous and that is 
why many people don’t recycle 
— not because they don’t care,” 
she said.

The military community is no 
stranger to recycling, and the 
hazardous waste manager said 
that military Families can great-
ly benefit from recycling and the 
programs that many installations 
provide.

“Being in the military, people 
tend to collect things because 
they move so often. So recycling 
is a great way for people to get 
rid of old and basically useless 
belongings. There is nowhere 
for people to take old televisions 
or computers unless they sit 
them out by the road,” she said, 
adding that recycling is a great 

alternative. 
Many areas do not have recy-

cling centers, so Quinlan said 
she appreciates the recycling 
opportunities Soldiers have on 
Fort Rucker.

“It’s great that people have 
a place to take it to so we can 
recover some of those precious 
metals and don’t have to keep 
generating new materials and 
items,” she said.

Sabrina Vail, an Army spouse 
and enthusiastic recycler, agreed 
that the opportunity to recycle 
locally is priceless.

“I am from Washington state, 
so I am used to recycling every-
thing. It was odd to come to a 
place where recycling is not a 
major concern. It was really nice 

to see [the post] participating in 
the event so I can safely get rid 
of products that I don’t use any-
more,” she said.

For Quinlan, the biggest issue 
about recycling is the state that 
the planet will be left in for fu-
ture generations. 

“It’s about the future. One 
day our children will have these 
overflowing landfills with no 
options. It’s going to turn into a 
bigger and bigger problem every 
year as people update more and 
more electronics,” she said.

For anyone wishing to recycle 
materials, the recycling center at 
Bldg. 9322 and hazardous waste 
center at Bldg. 1315 are open 
Mondays through Fridays from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Capt. Jared Koelling, FRG leader for C Company, 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment, speaks with Leroy Minus, child youth and school services 
youth sports and assistant fitness director, about what youth sports has to offer his Family.

Photo by Sara E. Martin

Safe: Officials urge drivers to remain vigilant
Continued from Page A1

FRG: Programs enhance readiness of Soldiers, Families
Continued from Page A1
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Post: Recycling process easy, invaluable to community
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VISIT OUR YOUTUBE
REAL ESTATE CHANNEL

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

163 COUNTY ROAD 556 ~ $402,270: Pool, 1.5± acres,
corner lot! 4BR/3.5BA!! Bonus room with BA!!! JIMMY JONES
334-406-1752

NEW LISTING ~ BRIDLEWOOD

101 TIMBERLAKE: Large brick home, 4BR/3BA, formal liv-
ing/dining combo, stone fireplace!! Florida room!!! JACKIE
THOMPSON 334-406-1231

$179,000

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

$9,950

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

122 E PONDELLA: Well cared for! On the way to Fort Rucker!!
Updated, newer exterior & windows!!! BOB KUYKENDALL
334-369-8534

$138,500

202 ASHBROOK: Unbelievable price! Shell Landing lot!!
Ready to build your dream home on!!! PAT LEGGETT 334-
406-7653

Join
CENTURY 21®

for holiday fun
before the Parade!!

Tuesday,
November 27,
4:45 – 5:45

Old Rawls
Warehouse

on Main Street
FREE COOKIES FOR

THE CHILDREN!
Take your HOLIDAY
PHOTOS WITH THE

RUDOLPH, THE
GRINCH, MRS.

CLAUS & FROSTY!
Then enjoy

the Enterprise
Christmas

Parade at 6:00

MEET RUDOLPH,THE GRINCH,MRS CLAUS& FROSTY

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

3621 LAKE OAK RIDGE: Great lake community, large landscaped
corner lot! 3BR/2BA, super kitchen!! Covered patio & flagstone walk
way to fire pit!!! JUDY DUNN 334-301-5656

$209,500

MOVE-IN READY!

135 BLACKHAWK ~ $110,000: 3BR/2BA, new granite coun-
ter tops in both BA’s!! New appliances in kitchen to include
refrigerator!!! EVELYN HITCH 334-406-3436

1105 ALBERTA STREET ~ HAMPTON COVE,
ENTERPRISE, AL 36330

3 units available, 2/2, all appliances,
washer/dryer hook-up, balcony, NO PETS.

FALL SPECIALS
$575 - 12-month lease
$600 - 6-month lease

1/2 off 1st month’s rent with a 12 month lease!
GREAT location, across from Publix!

FOR RENT

REGENCY MANAGEMENT, INC.

347-0049

AVAILABLENOW!

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

One of the joys of
our holiday season
is the opportunity
to thank you for
your business...

past, present and
future. May you
have a wonderful

Thanksgiving
from Billy Cotter,
Agents and Staff.
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NOVO SELO, Bulgaria — Sol-
diers from U.S. Army Europe and 
their partners from the Bulgar-
ian Land Forces worked together 
from Oct. 29 to Nov. 10 to certify 
a Bulgarian battalion as part of 
exercise Allied Force 12.

U.S. Army Europe’s 172nd 
Infantry Brigade Combat Team  
provided observer-controllers to 
oversee the training, while Sol-
diers of the 173rd Airborne Bri-
gade Combat Team trained along-
side members of the Bulgarian 
1st Battalion, 61st Mechanized 
Brigade, in the exercise. The 
brigades’ support to the Bulgar-
ian certification helped fulfill 
USAREUR and Department of 
the Army goals of providing U.S. 
support to coalition partners par-
ticipating in contingency opera-
tions, and ensured the battalion 
is fully ready to deploy if called 
upon.

“Training like this is important 
because it best replicates the mul-
tinational environment in which 
our Soldiers will be operating 
downrange when serving in (the 
NATO International Security As-
sistance Force) or in other mis-
sions abroad,” said Maj. Mary 
Clare Mckenna, desk officer for 
Bulgaria, Romania, Kosovo and 

Hungary at USAREUR’s Secu-
rity Cooperation Division.

As a lead-up to the battalion’s 
certification, elements of the 61st 
Mechanized Brigade participated 
in several rotations during the 
past 18 months at USAREUR’s 
Joint Multinational Readiness 
Center to prepare themselves and 

their multinational partners for 
contingency operations. 

“I am very pleased to be here  
today to congratulate the Bulgar-
ian Armed Forces, and especially 
the Land Forces, on the certifica-
tion of their first Battalion Battle 
Group — the 1st Battalion, 61st 
Mechanized Brigade,” said U.S. 

Ambassador to Bulgaria Mar-
cie Ries. “This achievement un-
derscores the commitment of 
the Bulgarian Armed Forces to 
fully realizing their potential as 
a NATO member, as well as their 
importance to the alliance.”

Bulgaria currently has nearly 
600 soldiers supporting ISAF.

FORT HOOD, Texas — 
The California Army Na-
tional Guard’s B Company, 
1st Battalion, 126th Avia-
tion Regiment, one of the 
oldest CH-47 Chinook heli-
copter units in the Army, is 
no stranger to Afghanistan. 

The unit deployed to Re-
gional Command-East five 
years ago, and all of the 
unit’s pilots-in-command 
and flight engineers either 
were on that deployment or 
had previously deployed to 
Afghanistan while on active 
duty. 

Although the unit from 
Stockton, Calif., has ample 
experience with Afghani-
stan, they recently mobi-
lized to Fort Hood for the 
first time. 

“It’s a lot different to 
deploy in the Guard than 
in active duty,” said the 
Schooner’s tactical opera-
tions officer, CW3 Lucas 
Eggers. 

Before mobilizing at Fort 
Hood to be trained by Divi-
sion West’s 166th Aviation 
Brigade, known as “the 
Schooners,” conducted 
three two-week training ex-
ercises focusing on pre-de-
ployment training tasks at 
Camp Roberts in their home 
state of California. This en-
abled them to focus specifi-
cally on flight training once 
in Texas. In fact, the group 
amassed more than 400 
flight hours, including more 
than 150 hours of night fly-
ing, at Fort Hood.

Much of the Schooner’s 
flight preparations focused 
on both individual as well 
as collective flight train-
ing, particularly air assault 
missions. The focus on in-
dividual training was the 
result of two of their senior 
flight engineers, including 
their first sergeant, being 
unable to deploy because of 
medical reasons in the week 
prior to mobilization. 

Despite the challenges, 
the Schooners rose to the 
occasion and quickly ad-
vanced several members of 
the team to fill out 12 fully 
mission-qualified crews. 

First Sgt. Jeff Stanfield, 
who met the unit at Fort 
Hood one week after the 

Attitude gives team what it needs

Calif. 
Guard 
Aviators 
train for 
mission

Puma training
Sgt. Michael Tacket, HHC, 3rd BCT, 25th Inf. Div., launches a Tier I Small Unmanned Aircraft System, “PUMA,” during training at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, Nov. 14.

U.S. Army Photo

KHOWST PROVINCE, Afghanistan — 
“There is no rush like sling loading,” said 
U.S. Army Sgt. Joshua Keller, the day-shift 
Helicopter Landing Zone non-commis-
sioned officer in charge. 

Getting Soldiers the supplies they need 
to sustain combat operations takes care-
ful planning. Delivery methods vary given 
the type of items in need and the degree of 
danger taken to deliver them to their des-
tination. 

This is where the Soldiers of Head-
quarters Company, 626th Brigade Sup-
port Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat Team 
“Rakkasans,” 101st Airborne Division (Air 
Assault), show off their combat efficiency 
with sling load operations. 

Due to Afghanistan’s rugged terrain and 
narrow passes, timely delivery of supplies 
and equipment often comes by air. 

“This is an extremely important mission 
we have here at the HLZ,” said Keller. 

The 626th BSB proved their capabili-
ties by pushing out more than 992,000 lbs 
of supplies to outlying forward operating 
bases and combat outposts in October. Of 
that figure, 970,000 lbs. was transported by 
sling load.

The operation known as sling load is 
when cargo is prepared on the ground for 
airlift. First is a meticulous inspection 
looking for anything that may endanger 
the load, helicopter and people or property 
while in transit below.

Once ready for transport, the adventure 
begins. 

As the helicopter approaches the cargo, 
a Soldier stands between the load and the 
hovering machine. Slowly, the craft lowers 
itself within feet of the cargo. Once within 
arm’s reach, the Soldier then attaches the 
sling directly to the belly of the aircraft. 

As the helicopter hovers over its target, 
the Soldier then moves out from under the 
aircraft. Slowly gaining distance from the 

U.S., Bulgarian forces train together 
during Allied Force 12 exercise

A Soldier from the 173rd Abe. BCT pulls security as a medical evacuation helicopter lands during Allied Force 12, at Novo 
Selo, Bulgaria, Oct. 8. Allied Force 12 is an exercise involving U.S. Army Europe’s 172nd Inf. BCT, the 173rd Abe. BCT, and 
the Bulgarian 1st Bn., 61st Mech. Bde., and designed to test the Bulgarian Land Forces first battalion combat team for 
readiness to deploy in support of contingency operations.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Joel Salgado

Sgt. Joshua Keller, who hails from Louisville, Ky., a helicopter landing zone non-comissioned officer in 
charge from Headquarters Company, BSB, 3rd BCT “Rakkasans,” 101st Abe. Div. (Air Assault), awaits 
as a civilian-contracted air asset helicopter approaches for a sling load of supplies at FOB Salerno, in 
Khowst Province, Afghanistan, Nov. 5.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Abram Pinnington

By Sgt. 1st Class Abram J. Pinnington
101st Airborne 

By Staff Sgt. Joel Salgado
U.S. Army Europe Public Affairs

By Capt. Jacob J. Ring 
1st Bn., 351st Avn. Regt., 
166th Avn. Bde., Division 
West 

See Mission, Page B4

See Attitude, Page B4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

HORSES & CATTLE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

MERCHANDISE
BUILDING MATERIALS

FIREWOOD & FUEL

HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

FREE ADS
TREASURE SEEKERS

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

RECREATION
BOATS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTO PARTS & EQUIPMENT

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Want Your Ad
To Stand Out?
Use An Attractor
Or Use Bold Print

In Your Ad

WIREGRASS LIQUIDATION OUTLET
NOW OPEN ON SUNDAY 1-5 PM.
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 AM - 6 PM.
WHY PAY RETAIL WHEN YOU CAN BUY

100’S OF ITEMS AT OR BELOWWHOLESALE?
LOCATED AT 231 S. & RCC, DOTHAN NEXT
TO SOUTHSIDE KMART.. 334-714-9658

WIREGRASS LIQUIDATION OUTLET
r The Buzz Continues

r Black Friday Specials
LOCATED AT 231 S. & RCC, DOTHAN NEXT
TO SOUTHSIDE KMART.. 334-714-9658

30% off storewide 4-5 AM
20% off storewide 5-6 AM
15% off storewide 6-10 AM

10% off storewide 10 AM till Closing
excludes gas grilles and Craftsman tools

Liveable Building
24ft x 32ft All new Interior. Needs Be Move.

$10,000. Call 850-526-0114

FIREWOOD for Sale! Good Prices!
You Cut or We Cut! Delivery Available in
Certain Areas. Call for More Info!

Tree clearing and clean-up available also.
Priced According to Load Size. 334-735-2957

SEASONED SPLIT
OAK FIREWOOD
$75. Will deliver.

Call 334-685-1627 or 334-798-3040

Split Oak Firewood, Delivered in Wiregrass.
$75 For a Full sized Pickup load. $12 for 5
Gallon bucket of kindling wood. 334-393-9923

†† DIABETIC TEST STRIPS NEEDED ††
I BUY SEALED/UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

û Bolens Lawn Tractor-1.5 years old û
13.5 B & S Engine, Big Mower
Needs battery, Maybe belt
Otherwise, Cuts Great! $200

334-699-3496 after 5pm ∂ Webb/Kinsey Area

STEEL BUILDINGS! 5 Repo Buildings Left. Huge
Savings Sell for Balanced Owed. 20x26, 30x40,
40x86. Call Today (866)-467-9332
www.SteelArchBuildings.com

Band saw: D28770, 6 amp. $100. 334-498-0477

Doll cradle $10 334-889-2259

Doll crib w/cabinet, bedding, $30 334-889-2259

DVDs: large selection $2 ea. 334-393-1432

Sofa,loveseat,lounge chair $125all 334-347-1253

Basset Hound pups , AKC reg. $350. Now taking
deposits. Ready by Christmas. 1 F/3 M avail.
For more info/pics, go to www.blountsbamaba
ssets.doodlekit.com or call 334-797-6063.

English Bulldog Puppies AKC. Championship
bloodlines. Mother and father both on site.
$1,700. First shots and vet health checked.
Call Tony 334-684-6140 or text 334-313-7217

Free Rescued Dogs for VERY Loving Homes,
Black Labs, Beautiful Pitts , Brindle Puppy,
German Shepherd Mix, Pyranees, More
DOTHAN. All Shots 334-791-7312

Free Rescued Dogs to GOOD homes ONLY.
Many breeds, S/W, Call 334-791-7312!

German Shepherd puppies: AKC white, S/W,
Ready for a new home. $250. Call 334-406-9496

Maltese AKC Pups!
Will be small. S/W,
M & F. Ready Now!

Will Deliver!
Call 334-703-2500

Yorkie-Poos on Sale $225.,
Ready Now Yorkies!

Taking deposit on Chorkies.
r 334-718-4886 q

Aplin Farms
You Pick

Tomatoes * Sweet Corn *
Peas * Peppers *

Turnip - Mustard greens
& Pumpkins

Open Mon-Sat. 8-6
r 334-726-5104 q

FRESH
GREEN
PEANUTS
850-209-3322 or

850-573-6594 850-352-2199
r 4128 Hwy 231

MILLS
PRODUCE

Slocomb Tomatoes
Cane Juice - Greens
Sweet Potatoes
Hot Boiled Peanuts
Citrus Hwy 52 W
Malvern
334-712-0700

Now Open Jackson Farms , Grand Ridge, FL
U-Pick Tomatoes and Peppers!

Bring your own bucket! 7 days a week.
r 850-592-5579 q

Satsumas! Cherokee Satsumas
Available at Cherokee Ranch;1525 Fairview
Rd. Marianna 850-579-4641 or 850-573-0885

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE
WE CRACK PECANS!!!

HOME GROWN TOMATOES!
Plenty of Greens & Frozen
Peas & Butterbeans!

And Other Fresh Vegetables!!
All Farm Fresh!

220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

SUGAR CANE! Ready for Syrup Processing or
Can Be Used For Seed Cane. Ponce De Leon
Area, Buy by the Stalk Or By The Truckload !

850-835-6803 or 850-571-8152

Large rolls of Hay for Sale
Bahia & Coastal

Daytime 334-585-3039 ,
after 5pm & weekends 585-5418

HORSE FOR SALE – Black & White spotted
mare, gaited, 19 years old, excellent pleasure
horse, 15.1 hands, $1,250. Call 334-685-1627.

HORSE TRAILER: 2004 Super Bee
2 horses, walk-thru, bumper pull, double
dutch doors, padded sides & butt bars, $2,995
OBO. Call 334-685-1627

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract to small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

Classes Forming Now
for Medical Assisting,
Electrical Trades and

More!
Call Fortis College

Today! 888-202-4813 or
visit www.fortiscollege.edu. For consumer

information visit www.fortis.edu

3BR/2BA 3 Whitney St.
Cotton Creek Subdivision
2 car garage, 1515SF, all
stainless steel appliances.
Avail. Sept 15th. $1,100. Mo

Call 334-406-9752, 740-362-2071 or
740-816-1724, Email: ackerca@aol.com

New family rental homes in
Troy. Available 1/1/13.

Whitewater Properties LLC
Email for info and application
Cootk@mindspring.com

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 10AM-5PM
BEAUTIFUL HOME FOR "RENT."

3 WHITNEY IN COTTON CREEK SUBDIVISION
Call 334-406-9752, 740-362-2071 or
740-816-1724, Email: ackerca@aol.com

Rentals in Enterprise: 3BR/2BA Home 1400SF
Avail. Dec 1st. Pets ok w/Dep. $650.Mo+ 1st/last.
4BR/2.5 Large Home with 3000SF large lot
with tons of extra. $1,250. Mo. + 1st/last.
Must have Reference. Call 334-685-1248

Very Nice Rental in Daleville 4BR/2BA
Extra clean, fresh paint throughout, large
storage building & huge fenced yard.
No Pets. $725. Mo. Call 334-207-0677

r FORESTLAND & HOMESITES q
Managed forestlands, natural and planted,
mature timber, and rural home sites, 10+ to
240+/- acre parcels, Jackson County, Fla. near
Marianna, I10 & US Hwy. 231, $2,850+/-ac.,
Call 850-526-0176 or cct@phonl.com

3BR, 2 bath: Appliances including refrigerator
w/ice & water dispenser, blinds, curtains, vinyl
siding & skirting, walk-in closet, garden tub,
shingle roof, ramp, deck, pantry, ceiling fans in
all living areas, FPL, mantel, laundry room.
Blocks for relocation. $35,000. 985-707-6054

FACTORY DIRECT

Packages From

$4,995
All Welded

All Aluminum Boats

www.xtremeindustries.com

850-547-9500 Bonifay, FL

2011 Winnebago Access
26Q with only 1,500 miles.
V10 gas engine. Slideout.
Sleeps 6, Master bedroom,
microwave/convection
oven, fridge, freezer and

range w/oven, 2 LCD TVs, radio and rear cam-
era. Asking $70,000. Call Rodney 334-333-2044.

GMC 2000 Jimmy , 4 wheel drive. Motor good,
transmission good, has bent frame and crack
radiator, interior good. $600 obo. Call Justin at
850-272-8335.

Chevrolet 2001 Metro LSi. Automatic transmis-
sion, bucket seats, AM/FM radio. 84,200 miles.
White interior/grey exterior. Good, clean, de-
pendable car. Perfect for a student. GREAT
GAS MILEAGE. Simple...compact... sporty...easy
to drive. $3000 OBO. Call: 334-790-7515 (leave
message)

Chevrolet 2008 Malibu LT
Maroon w/ gray interior,
satellite radio, sunroof,
MP3 outlet, 28k miles,
$14,995. Call 334-797-0987

Chrysler 2007 Town &
Country Touring .
Loaded, 3rd seat, front and
rear air, 100,000 miles.
Excellent condition, clean,

wholesale, $7,400. Call 334-790-7959.

DIAMOND J TRAILERS, U Park & U Sell. Great
Low Prices, Financing Available. Info and drop
box on lot. 231 S. Across from Wal-Mart. 334-
301-3772.

Dodge, 2010 Challenger ;
FULLY LOADED with 22in
rims, new tires, heated
seats, power everything,

cd player and much more. Has every option
available. Has 23,000 miles and 7 year bumper
to bumper. $34,000 Call Scott at 334-596-9444.
Have kids; Please, No Calls After 9 PM

Dodge 2012 Charger,RARE
One Of A Kind! Candy Ap-
ple Triple Coat Red, LOAD-
ED, Red/Black Leather In-

terior, Sound System, Front/Back seats heated
& A/C, Heated & A/C cup holders! Touchscreen
DVD/CD Player, $37,000 Call Scott 334-596-
9444. Have kids; Please, No Calls After 9 PM

Hyundai 2001 Accent GL,
automatic, 4 cylinder, 4
door, 65,000 miles, clean,
$3895. Call 334-790-7959.

Mercedes 2006 SL500,
For Sale By Owner NADA:
$29,599, Sell: $25,999.
Call 334-714-2700.

Toyota 2005 Corolla LE 4dr. 54K mi. Michelins,
silver, very good cond. inside & out, no smok-
ers, AC, CD player, spoiler, power windows,
cruise, no frame or structural damage, drives
great, REDUCED to: $8,400.. 334-699-5688

2006 Suzuki Boulivard
C50T: Like new.3950 orig
miles. Oil water changed
regularly. Serviced yearly
by Suzuki. Fuel-injected 50
ci 8 valve liquid cooled, 45
degree V-twin. GSX-R elec-
tronic fuel injection. Owner

added light bar Cobra Freeway Bars Passenger
floorboards brakeAway cruise control wind-
shield bag light visors 2 helmets traffic light
switcher. Gun metal black $5,500. 334-774-3986

2012 Harley Ultra Glide
Limited. 1400 miles. A lot
of extras included. No
time to enjoy. Asking
$21,900. Call 334-268-3900.

Harley, 2003 Electra Glide , 25K mi., Great Bike!
EXTRAS! $9,000 334-794-5296 or 334-596-5098

Chevrolet 2008 Tahoe , Fully loaded, 88K miles,
white with tan interior Excellent condition 334-
695-0355

Chevy 2001 Tahoe LT Group, one owner, fully
loaded, leather seats, 142K miles, good condi-
tion $6,800 334-695-9300

Chrysler 2006 Pacifica,
NADA: $6599, Price:
$5299. Call 334-714-2700.

GMC 2008 Acadia SLT:
White, loaded with leather
seats, satelite radio, on-
star, V6, 104k mi, extended
warranty up to 135k miles.
$19,995. Call 334-797-0987

Chevorlet 2012 Silverado
LT 1500: ext. cab, gray,
5.3 Engine, Brand New,
3000 miles. $26,900.
Call 334-714-7251.

Ford 1987 3910 Tractor Excellent Condition,
Taylorway Cutter 2010, 5ft. Disc Harrow, All for
$10,000 334-695-5123 or 334-687-2319

Ford 1999 Pick up F-350,
Refrigerated body,

7X10X6, Carrier Sunbird
unit, 5-speed standard
transmission, trailer hitch

equipped. Excellent Condition. $8,500
Call 334-791-9099

FORD 2008 F-150 XLT:
Supercrew 4x4,
37k miles, 5.4 liter V8,
towing package, one own-
er, garage kept, all mainte-
nance records, white

exterior and grey interior. $23,900.
Call (334) 798-3617

John Deere 2011 6430 Farm Tractor , Cab and
Air Conditioner, 2 WD, 100 HP, Warranty,
Excellent Condition, $54,000 334-726-6855

Kobelco Excavator large machine 35 ft. reach,
2 yard bucket, runs good. Owner Financing
$25,000. 386-312-6363. Heavy Equipment.

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$325 & s Complete Cars
CALL 334-702-4323 OR 334-714-6285

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

WE PAY Ca$H

FOR JUNK CARS!!!!!!

Call 334-818-1274

BOAT REPAIR

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPINGLANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Place your ad in our

Sales & Service
Directory

and grow your business!!!

Landscape IrrigationExperts
Specialists in Lawn Sprinkler Systems

& Landscape Upgrades

1-888-569-9600
www.landscapeexpertsal.com

Rhino Boats

Joe’s Motor Service
Hwy 52 E • Hartford, AL 36344

334-588-2968

Delight Cleaning ServiCe

Licensed & Insured

• Home • Church • Commercial
Best service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner
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ground, the cargo begins to lift and the Soldier inspects 
from a safe distance. Once the all clear is given, the 
helicopter is off to its intended destination. 

This dangerous process takes less than one minute. 
“When the helicopter is right on top of you, your heart 

really begins to pump,” said Keller.
Although the adrenaline rush of having four tons of ma-

chinery hovering within feet of you is substantial, Keller 
and the Soldiers of the BSB HLZ pride themselves on 
playing a key role in supporting Operation Enduring Free-
dom. 

“We love being able to help maintain the fight,” said 
Keller. “Sling load is crucial in getting those Soldiers the 
supplies they need in order to keep up their operational 
tempo.” 

More than 1,000 supply loads were flown out to Sol-
diers in the past month. Items ranging from ammunition, 
mail, replacement parts, howitzers, water, fuel, hesco bar-
riers and even toilet paper. 

“Everything we send out of here helps that Soldier or 
unit,” said Keller. “We have the ability to rapidly resupply 
our guys with sling load and I love it.” 

Keeping the Soldier in the fight is a 24-hour operation. 
“Day-time sling loading is fun but at night it’s a differ-

ent ballgame,” said Sgt. Adam Phipps, the night-shift HLZ 
NCOIC. “You really have to keep an eye on the helicopter 
and how close it gets to you at night. However, night time 
operations are what I do best.” 

The tempo of operations doesn’t slow down when the 
sun goes down. 

“We stay busy here all day and night,” said Phipps. “Our 
priority is to make sure we’re always ready to sling a load 

at any given moment.” 
These Soldiers take a great deal of pride in their job, and 

their attitude and quality of work show it. 
The group has even created a crafty motto they proudly 

state at any given opportunity: “You bring it, we sling it.” 
The motto, given by Phipps, fits their mentality of sling 

loading. 
“I gave us that motto,” said Phipps. “We know, if you 

can get it to us, we’ll find a way to sling load it out of 
here.” 

The HLZ team is making life easier for those Soldiers 
in remote places. They know sling loading will continue 
to play a vital part in sustaining forces in Afghanistan. A 
challenge they say they’re more than up to. 

“This challenge is one that I love. Nothing like wak-
ing up every morning knowing that rush of sling loading 
awaits you in order to help those in the fight,” said Keller.

rest of the unit, was glad to have the 
opportunity to assist the group. 

“Luckily, I’m already part of the fam-
ily,” Stanfield said.

After several days of initial in-process-
ing and deployment readiness activities, 
the Schooners began their flight training 
with local area orientations and then be-
gan individual readiness level progression 
training, maximizing their training by sup-
porting III Corps units. In particular, the 
166th Aviation Brigade arranged for them 
to support the 85th Civil Affairs Brigade, 
a civil affairs battalion that was conduct-
ing a deployment readiness certification, 
and two companies from 1st Battalion, 
8th Cavalry, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Cavalry Division, that were conduct-
ing company-level collective training in 
preparation for a deployment scheduled 
for next summer. 

“The (B Co., 1st Bn., 8th Cav., 2nd 
BCT, 1st Cav. Div.) mission was basically 
the typical mission set that we’re going to 
be doing once we’re overseas,” said 1st Lt. 
Chase Ross, a Schooners platoon leader. 
“We’ll pick them up and then we’ll drop 
them on another target. We’re practicing 
time-on-target, navigation and talking on 
the radios.” 

The Schooners also supported the 120th 
Infantry Brigade’s training of another de-
ploying expeditionary force unit by con-
ducting casualty evacuation operations, 
enabling Soldiers in the Army Reserve’s 
993rd Transportation Company to prac-
tice calling in medical evacuation requests 
and communicating with aircraft. This 
simultaneously enabled the Schooners to 
familiarize themselves with the special re-
quirements involved with a Chinook heli-
copter casualty evacuation. The Schooners 

benefitted from this practice, since they 
were called on to evacuate the wounded 
from the Battle of Wanat in July of 2008 
and know the complexity and importance 
of such a mission.

After completing aerial gunnery with 
their newest crew members, the Schooners 
deployed seven of their aircraft to Double 
Eagle II Airport in New Mexico for a week 
of intensive flight training in the moun-
tains. There, the Schooners focused first 
on dust landing techniques, honing the 
critical crew coordination and flight skills 
necessary to land in the sand and dust of 
Afghanistan. Their main objective was to 
develop their younger pilots-in-command. 

“I want all of my PCs and FEs to be 100 
percent comfortable conducting zero il-
lumination dust landings,” said Capt. Ben 
Bowman, commander of B Co., 1st Bn., 
126th Avn. Regt. 

Upon completion of their dust landings, 
the Schooners moved on to high-altitude 
landing zones, practicing power manage-
ment techniques and pinnacle landings 
that will be useful for operations in the 
mountains of Afghanistan.

Once they recovered their aircraft at Fort 
Hood, which included reacting to a pre-
cautionary landing near Coleman Airfield 
in west Texas, the Schooners then turned 
their attention to getting their aircraft 
ready for the culminating training exercise 
conducted by the 166th Avn. Bde. 

Aircrews focused on air assault mission 
planning, receiving and planning two air 
assault missions during their company col-
lective training. That practice paid off dur-
ing the CTE, when the unit received five 
air assault missions over the course of five 
days, on top of air mission requests for nu-
merous air movement operations. 

The Schooners continued their support 
of 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, 2nd Brigade 

Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, con-
ducting internal and external load training 
with the forward support company. They 
again supported the 120th Infantry Brigade, 
conducting an insertion and extraction for 
a key leader engagement conducted by the 
Iowa Army National Guard’s 1034th Com-
bat Sustainment Support Battalion. 

“This gets me a little bit more oriented,” 
said Spc. Jesus Camacho, a crew chief 
with B Co., 1st Bn., 126th Avn. Regt. “I’m 
getting used to people jumping on and off 
the aircraft, what to be aware of, what they 
might do, what they might not do, how to 
talk to them. It’s a lot different from not 

having any passengers on the aircraft. 
It’s good training, overall. I feel like I’ve 
learned a lot.” 

Upon completion of their CTE, the 
Schooners staged their deploying aircraft 
at Robert Gray Army Airfield, transferred 
their remaining aircraft to other Nation-
al Guard units and began packing their 
equipment. Confident in their training and 
readiness, the Schooners are prepared for 
their mission in RC-East. 

When asked about the value of the two-
month training experience at Fort Hood, 
1st Lt. Perkins said, “Fort Hood makes 
you ready to go to Afghanistan.”
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Mission: Aviators focus on mission readiness
Continued from Page B1

An observer controller and trainer, top left, from 1st Bn., 351st Avn. Regt., 166th Avn. Bde., Division 
West, ensures that Soldiers of B Co., 1st Bn., 8th Cav., 2nd BCT, 1st Cav. Div., are secure aboard a Chi-
nook helicopter prior to taking off on an air movement operation at Fort Hood, Texas, in September. 

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen

Attitude: Team keeps Soldiers in the fight
Continued from Page B1

Join Us to Discover
What is New in Dentistry

Dothan Periodontics & Implants
(in Association with your General Dentist)

New Dental Implant Seminar
When: 1ST Thursday of the Month
Hosted by: Dr. John Miller & Dr. Daniel Pittman

Call our office to attend a FREE Seminar and
Receive a No-Cost Consultation and 3D Scan Today!

Please call 793-7232 to register
SPACE IS LIMITED

www.dothanperio.com ~ kathy@dothanperio.com

— No Childcare Available —

Patient-first care for a lifetime of healthy, beautiful smiles

INVITED
A New Year ~ A New Smile ~ A New You

Personal Loans from

Call or Stop by Today!
We Welcome M�l�tary Allotment Accounts!

We Prepare Taxes!
Ask about our Referral Program!

Let Us Help Yo� Fill It!

123 S Pa�nter Ave Ste F
Ozark AL 36360
(334) 774-1838

110 S Ma�n St
Enterpr�se AL 36330
(334) 347-3082

*All loans are subject to our l�beral cred�t pol�cy and cred�t l�m�tat�ons, �f any, and requ�re ver�fiable ab�l�ty to repay.



The time for holiday decora-
tions and presents approaches 
and the Fort Rucker Community 
Spouses’ Club offers a good op-
portunity for people to get ready 
for the upcoming gift-giving sea-
son.

The FRCSC Hollyday Bazaar 
will be Dec. 1 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at Yano Hall, and for $5 ad-
mittance people can help a good 
cause while shopping for gifts, 
crafts and food, according to An-
drea Merrigan, FRCSC Hollyday 
Bazaar co-chairperson.

“The Hollyday Bazaar is es-
sentially a craft bazaar that we’ve 
held for more than 45 years,” she 
said. “It’s our largest fundraiser 
and there will be more than 65 
vendors, bake sales, raffles and 
even a Santa Clause for children 
to take pictures with.”

People can expect to see a wide 
variety of holiday crafts and dé-

cor, jewelry and some home-
based businesses at the event 
while getting into the holiday 
spirit with a performance by the 
Fort Rucker Primary School First 
Grade Chorus, said Merrigan.

The chorus will begin per-
forming at 11 a.m. and this is the 

first time the children have per-
formed at the bazaar. Along with 
enjoying the choir, Merrigan 
said people can also enjoy a gift 
wrapping station that will be tak-
ing donations to wrap gifts.

There are many reasons to hold 
an event like the bazaar, but the 

Spouses’ Club’s purpose is one 
of community service.

“Our primary mission is to 
develop a spirit of community 
responsibility,” said Merrigan. 
“This event supports the commu-
nity and supports Fort Rucker’s 
Spouses’ Club. We also provide 
opportunities for social, cultural 
and creative pursuits.”

Merrigan said events like 
the bazaar have helped the Fort 
Rucker Spouses’ Club and other 
organizations raise and distribute 
more than $133,000 in scholar-
ships to military Family mem-
bers and students in the commu-
nity over the past nine years.

According to the website, 
www.ftruckerscsc/scholarship.
htm, FRCSC along with other 
organizations helped award 
$17,400 in college and continu-
ing education scholarships to lo-
cal military Family members in 
2012.

Although raising money for 
the community is the organiza-

tion’s primary mission, the club 
provides a place for military 
spouses to feel at home.

Merrigan said the Spouses’ 
Club also holds monthly lun-
cheons and social events to 
bring the spouses together, and 
that the organization has given 
her a place to feel comforted in 
the sometimes stressful military 
Family life.

“Being in the Spouses’ Club 
has been a wonderful experi-
ence for me and it’s the main 
place that I’ve been able to met 
some really close friends,” said 
Merrigan. “Since spouses typi-
cally bounce from post to post, 
it’s nice to be able to come to an 
installation and know you can 
join the spouses’ club and meet 
people in the same situation, and 
immediately get involved in the 
community.”

For more information on 
the Hollyday Bazaar or how 
to join the FRCSC, visit www.
ftruckercsc.com.

C
November 22, 2012

Community
Hero SUmmit
Panel encourages 
support for military 
Families

Story on Page C5

Bazaar offers holiday fun for a good cause
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Sgt. Ted E. Bear puts on his Fort Rucker Community Spouses Club T-shirt to get 
ready for the upcoming Hollyday Bazaar. This year’s bazaar will be Dec. 1 at Yano 
Hall from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Post offers free Family 
fun at camping event

Cozying up next to a fire and 
having some hot cocoa on a cold 
November night is how about 150 
Soldiers and Family members 
spent part of their Friday night 
during the Camping Under the 
Stars event at Lake Tholocco’s 
West Beach.

The Directorate of Family, 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
teamed up with other organiza-
tions on Fort Rucker, as well 
as the Boy Scouts of America’s 
Troop 50, to put on the event 
for military Families, according 
to Brian Jackson, DFMWR pro-
gram manager.

“The emphasis of the Camping 
Under the Stars event is a tribute 
to military Families,” he said. 
“It’s a way for DFMWR and oth-
er organizations to come together 
to provide an activity for our mili-
tary Families.”

Jackson said the importance of 
providing military Families with 
events like camping comes from 
the unique circumstances that 
military Families experience, and 
Sgt. Shane Cross, 1st Battalion, 
145th Aviation Regiment, agreed 
that events like Camping Under 
the Stars are appreciated.

“Feeling disconnected is a big 
thing that happens with military 
Families, so events like this help 
out with that,” said Cross, who 
attended the event with his wife, 

Sara, and two children.
“It’s definitely good to be able 

to come out and feel like you’re a 
part of the community here,” said 
Sara. “It seemed like a fun Fam-
ily event to do and I thought [our 
children] would enjoy it.”

The night kicked off with a 
showing of the movie “How to 
Train Your Dragon” on an inflat-
able screen that Families were 
able to watch from tents that were 
set up in front of the screen.

Families were able to use free 
tents provided by outdoor recre-
ation and share a Family experi-
ence with different activities.

“We had a total of 13 Families 

reserve the ODR tents and 28 
Families that signed up for the 
“Tell Me A Story” program,” said 
Jackson.

“Tell Me A Story” is a program 
in which Col. Stuart J. McRae, 
Fort Rucker garrison commander, 
came out to read stories to the 
children during the event.

Along with McRae, members 
of the Center Library were also 
in attendance to read stories to 
children. After the garrison com-
mander read to the children, the 
Center Library read the story 
“Cloudy With a Chance of Meat-
balls,” followed by a showing of 
the movie of the same title, which 

Jackson said provided a unique 
experience.

“The movies provided by [the 
post exchange] were a huge hit 
and children loved the story read-
ings by Colonel McRae,” said 
Janice Erdlitz, DFMWR mar-
keting director. “We had a great 
turnout with the cool fall weather 
and it was perfect for campfires, 
s’mores and tons of Family fun. 
The event provided the perfect 
opportunity to enjoy quality Fam-
ily time.”

Better Opportunities for Single 
Soldiers was also on hand to pro-
vide games like Tic-Tac-Toe and 
Kerplunk in scaled-up versions 

for Families to take part in. Chil-
dren were also able to get their 
face painted or take part in the 
child, youth and school services’ 
scavenger hunt.

“The scavenger hunt was 
called ‘Skulls and Tails’,” said 
Jackson. “There were different 
taxidermy animals that were put 
in and around the forest line, and 
the children had to find them and 
figure out the type of animals they 
were.”

Activities like the scavenger 
hunt were just part of the activi-
ties that provided a learning expe-
rience for Families in attendance.

“It’s definitely a learning ex-
perience for Soldiers and their 
spouses to have with their chil-
dren,” he said. “They can come 
out and learn how to make a 
s’more or set up a tent. That’s re-
ally the point of the event.”

The need for the event comes 
directly from feedback that DF-
MWR gets from the community 
on the installation, and a camping 
event is something that Jackson 
said Families were interested in.

“Every year or two we do a 
needs assessment survey, and 
one of the top five events out of 
20 programs was a camp out,” 
he said. “Last year was our first 
time putting on a camp out, but 
it was unfortunately rained out. 
There was still a lot of interest, so 
we wanted to make sure we did it 
again this year and we had a per-
fect night for it.” 

Fort Rucker outdoor event brings Families, community together
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Col. Stuart J. McRae, Fort Rucker garrison commander, reads a story to children at the Camping Under the Stars event at Lake Tholocco’s West Beach Friday.
Courtesy photo

Nilsa San Miguel, Army Spouse, and her children Pedro (left) and Angelina (right), and Family friend Chance Birch, 
military Family member, sit and enjoy a cup of hot chocolate as they watch a movie during the Camping Under the Stars 
event at Lake Tholocco’s West Beach Friday.

Photo by Nathan Pfau
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Thanksgiving Feast
The Landing offers its 

Thanksgiving Feast today 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
feast will be buffet style, 
costing $16.95 for adults, 
$6.95 for children ages 
6-12, $3.95 for children 
ages 3-5, and children ages 
2 and younger eat for free. A 
military Family special will 
be available for two adults 
and two children to eat for 
$39.50. Reservations are 
recommended. 

For more information or 
to make a reservation, call 
598-2426.

Youth ornament 
contest

Fort Rucker youth, ages 
3-11, once again have the 
chance to participate in 
the Directorate of Family, 
Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation Ornament Contest. 
Youth should turn in their 
ornaments between now and 
Sunday to youth services in 
Bldg. 2806 at 7th and Divi-
sion Road, the child devel-
opment center in Bldg. 8938 
on Red Cloud Road or par-
ent central services in Bldg. 
5700 on Novosel Street.  
The ornament submissions 
should include the child’s 
name and age along with the 
guardian’s name and contact 
information. Ornaments will 
be judged based on overall 
aesthetics, creative use of 
materials, quality of crafts-
manship and originality of 
design. All ornaments will 
be hung on the post Christ-
mas tree on Dec. 6. People 
wanting to keep their orna-
ment can remove it from the 
tree following the ceremony. 
Ornament contest winners 
will be announced during 
the ceremony. There will be 
one winner chosen in the fol-
lowing categories: 3-5 years, 
6-8 years, 9-11 years and an 
overall winner. All winners 
will receive prizes and a tro-
phy at the tree lighting, and 
the overall winner will help 
to light the tree. For more, 
call 255-1749.

New youth center 
opening

The Directorate of Fam-
ily, Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation hosts the ribbon 
cutting ceremony for the 
new Fort Rucker Youth Cen-
ter Nov. 30 at 4 p.m. at Bldg. 
2800 on 7th Avenue.  After 
the ribbon cutting, attendees 
are invited to tour the new 
facility that features a full 
basketball court, rock climb-
ing wall, technology lab, arts 
and crafts room, interactive 
physical fitness room, enter-
tainment center, homework 
center, a teen lounge and 
more. 

For more, call 255-2375.

Financial 
Readiness Training

Army Community Service 
offers Financial Readiness 
Training Dec. 7 from 7:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Soldier 
Service Center, Rm. 284. 
The free training provides 
a practical approach to per-
sonal financial management 
so Soldiers can gain control 
of and manage money ef-
fectively. Financial Readi-
ness Training is required for 
all first-term junior enlisted 
Soldiers (E-1 through E-4). 
Spouses are also encouraged 
to attend. 

For more, call 255-2594 
or 255-9631.

Comedy Live
The Directorate of Fam-

ily, Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation hosts Comedy 
Live Dec. 7 from 8-10 p.m. 
at The Landing. Entertainers 
will include comedians Jar-
rod Harris and Mike Win-
field. Tickets are $10 before 
2 p.m. Dec. 7 and $15 at the 
door. Doors will open at 7 
p.m. and The Landing Zone 
will have a live DJ follow-
ing the performance. This 
show is for individuals 18 
and older. 

For more, call 255-9810.

AFTB Level II Train-
ing

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts Army Fam-
ily Team Building Level II 
training Dec. 4-6 from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 371F. AFTB 
Level II gives people the 
chance to gain personal 
growth skills, including 
communication, stress man-
agement, time management, 
acknowledging change and 
more. Advance registration 
is required.  

For more, call 255-2382.

Get R.E.A.L. 
Fort Rucker’s Army Fam-

ily Team Building hosts its 
Get R.E.A.L. class – Ruck-
er Experience, Army Learn-
ing – to help those who 
may be a bit confused by 
Army life Dec. 7 from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 371F. Topics in 
the class will include acro-
nyms, Army customs and 
courtesies, military ranks, 
community resources and 
more. The class also helps 
people make new friends 
and learn more about Fort 
Rucker. Advance registra-
tion is required. 

For more, call 255-2382.

Dinner special at 
The Landing Zone

In honor of Military Fam-
ily Appreciation Month, 
two children ages 12 and 
younger eat for free with 
the purchase of one adult 
entrée off the dinner menu 
at The Landing Zone now 

through Nov. 30. For more, 
call 598-8025. 

EDGE! December 
activities

Child, youth and schools 
services host various ac-
tivities as part of its EDGE! 
program in December. De-
cember activities include 
wreath making, winter scarf 
arts and crafts, wood burn-
ing crafts and more. EDGE! 
events cost $5 per hour. Ac-
tivities occur every week-
day from 4-6 p.m. 

For more, call 255-0666.

Steak Night
This month, every Friday 

at 5 p.m. is Steak Night at 
The Landing Zone, featur-
ing an 8-oz. Flat Iron Steak 
with fries for $5, with the 
purchase of a beverage. 
People can add a side salad 
for an additional $1. Other 
sides are also available for 
purchase. This special is 
limited to the first 100 guests 
per night and is available 
for dine in only, with a limit 
of one per guest. The offer 
is not valid with any other 
coupons or promotions.  

For more, call 598-2426.

AER scholarships
Army Emergency Relief 

scholarship applications for 
the 2013-2014 school year 
are available at www.aerhq.
org and are due by April 1. 
AER scholarships are avail-
able for spouses and de-
pendent children of active 
duty, retired and deceased 
Soldiers.  

For more, visit www.
aerhq.org or call (866) 878-
6378.

Boneless Wing 
Night

This month, every Mon-
day in The Landing Zone 
will be Boneless Wing Night 
starting at 4 p.m. Patrons 
can get six wings for $3, 10 
wings for $4.75 or 15 wings 
for $7 with the purchase of 
a beverage. This offer is not 
valid with any other cou-
pons or promotions and is 
for dine-in only.

For more, call 598-8025. 

On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for Nov. 22 - 25
Thursday, Nov. 22

Closed for Thanksgiving
...................................................................

Friday, Nov. 23

End of Watch (R)
.........................................................7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 24

End of Watch (R)
.........................................................7 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 25

House at the End of the Street (PG-13)
.........................................................7 p.m.

Tickets are $4.50 for adults and $2.25 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Christmas 
Tree 
Lighting 
Santa works the crowd at last year’s 
Christmas tree lighting. The Directorate 
of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
hosts this year’s Christmas Tree Lighting 
Ceremony Dec. 6 from 5–6 p.m. at Howze 
Field. The event will feature music, hot 
chocolate, the lighting of the post Christ-
mas tree, and, of course, the friendly visi-
tor from the North Pole. Afterward, enjoy 
complimentary photos with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus at The Landing – they may also 
have some treats for good girls and boys. 
Immediately following the Christmas Tree 
Lighting, from 6-8 p.m., The Landing will 
host its annual Spaghetti Dinner. Dinner 
will include a choice of pasta and sauce, 
salad bar, garlic bread, assorted cookies, 
tea and coffee. The dinner will cost $10 
for adults 13 and older, $5 for children 
ages 3-12 and children 2 and under eat 
for free. A Family special will be avail-
able for $25 for a Family of two adults 
and two children 12 and younger. In case 
of inclement weather, the event will take 
place at The Landing. 
For more, call 598-2426.
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This week, most of us will celebrate 
Thanksgiving somewhere. Some of us 
will travel to distant places to be with 
Family members while others will gather 
in homes and restaurants to share a meal 
and time of fellowship with those we love 
and care for. 

Whatever your Family plans and wher-
ever your trip takes you this week, please 
be safe in all you do.

This week I want to share what I con-
sider a beautiful Thanksgiving story.   

Several years ago, when I was stationed 
at Fort Benning, Ga., I heard the most emo-
tional and moving story that I had heard in 
all my life — I will never forget it. 

It was the story from a daughter and 
mother that they decided to share with 
the community and the world on the eve-
ning news. This mother and daughter re-
lated their experience of being thankful 
and grateful for what had happened to 
them that year. They were celebrating this 
daughter’s life and were so thankful for 
the blessing of her miraculous surgery that 
they felt it a duty to give their testimony 

on international television. 
It turned out that this young woman 

was a dialysis patient for many years and 
had her name on a donors list for a kid-
ney transplant for more than a decade. She 
waited patiently for a donor organ, but 
as several years drifted by it seemed that 
her day would never come. She and her 
mother talked to lots of doctors on count-
less occasions to discuss the possibility of 
her mother donating a kidney — and her 
mother was always more than willing to do 
it in spite of the possibility of endangering 
her own health and life in the process. 

However, each time the conversation 
came up doctors advised against it because 
the mom’s health was not in the best con-
dition to perform the operation with the 
assurance of complete recovery. Doctors 
warned that in spite of the time involved 
in waiting, and the uncertainty of finding 
a perfect match, it would be better to be 
patient and wait for a donor’s kidney than 
to do the procedure and jeopardize mom’s 
health and life. 

To the medical community’s surprise, 
the mom and daughter requested to per-
form the operation with full knowledge 
of the prognosis, which was grim at best, 

and that the outcome could be fatal. The 
two of them emphatically stated that they 
prayed about this issue and fully trusted 
God to perform a miracle for them. 

At first, the medical team that performed 
the operation deliberated, but hesitatingly 
agreed to try it.  After surgery, the doctors 
exclaimed that they were pleased to an-
nounce that the entire process was beyond 
their expectations. They said the operation 
proceeded without one difficulty and they 
expected full recovery in the days ahead. 
They didn’t anticipate future problems, 
and told the mom and daughter that they 
could be home within a few days.

You can only imagine how happy these 
two ladies felt when they heard the words 
of life instead of death, and hope in the 
place of despair. They were so pleased at 
the outcome that they said, “Let’s tell this 
story to as many people as we can! Let’s 
tell the community, better yet, let’s tell the 
world.” So, they did.

Now, that’s a beautiful account of the 
power of God and the love of a mother 
that would move anyone to give thanks 
for such a gift that can’t be purchased with 
money.  

On the other hand, that is what Thanks-

giving is all about — giving thanks to God 
for the blessings of life, strength, health, 
shelter, food, healing and the list goes on.

Each of us has been blessed beyond 
measure. You may not think you are 
blessed, and it may not feel like you are 
blessed — especially if you lost a loved 
one this year, or if you are looking for 
employment and can’t find anything. Or 
maybe you had a misfortune over the past 
months that devastated you in a way that 
is almost beyond recovery. Trust me, you 
are still blessed and you have a lot to be 
thankful for.  

One of my favorite songs has a line in it 
that says, “I complained that I had no shoes 
until I saw a man who had no feet, then I 
said, I am blessed — better than blessed 
— praise the Lord.” That same song goes 
on to say, “Be grateful, because there is 
someone else who is worse off than you. 
Be grateful, because there is someone else 
who would love to be in your shoes.”

As you celebrate, please take time to 
give thanks to consider the words of this 
Bible verse: “Whatever happens, give 
thanks, because it is God’s will in Christ 
Jesus that you do this,” 1 Thessalonians 
5:18. 

Chaplain: Thanksgiving a 
time to recognize blessings
By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Milton Johnson
Garrison Chaplain’s Office
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�enterPoint

� 3351 Lynn Road � Enterpr�se
(r�ght off Rucker Blvd)

� Servi�e ti�es
� Sunday Worsh�p � 10 AM
� Sunday Even�ngs � 5 PM
�Wednesday Even�ngs � 7 PM
� Nursery � Ch�ldren � Youth

� Off�ce� 334 347 5044
www.centerpo�ntag.org
centerpo�nt3351@yahoo.com

������������ � ���������� � �����������
�astor: Ed Corley

�om m unity�hurch
Center Point

Community Church

217 S. Mai� St • E�terprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467
efumc@adelphia.�et

Prayer Li�e (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United

8:30 am & 11:00 am
Co�temporary Worship -

New Co��ectio�
8:45 am

The Gatheri�g - Youth
5:45 pm

Su�day School
10:00 am

Nursery Care: During all services

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

WESTGATE CENTER

College Cinema • enterprise

OZARK

III TAKEN 2 - PG13
Mon - Fri 7:10 & 9:10 • S &S 2:00, 7:10 & 9:10

IV IRON FIST - R
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:00 • S &S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:00

$2.00 Upcharge for 3D

I TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN
PART 2** - PG13
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:30 • S &S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:30

II HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA - PG
Mon - Fri 7:10 & 9:10 • S & S 2:10, 7:10 & 9:10

I SKYFALL - PG13
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:45 • S &S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:45

II FLIGHT - R
Mon - Fri 7:10 & 9:55 • S &S 2:10, 7:10 & 9:55

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

enterprise shopping Ctr

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com

MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
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November 16 - 20

SHOWING ON 2 SCREENS
College Cinema - Rated PG-13

TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN
PART 2**

Mon - Fri 7:00, 7:30, 9:30 & 10:00
S &S 2:00, 2:30, 7:00, 7:30, 9:30 & 10:00

II WRECK-IT RALPH - PG
3D* • S &S 2:10 & 7:10* • Mon. -Fri 7:10
2D** 9:15 Everyday

Religious 
Services

Worship services

Except as noted, all services 
are on Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Bldg. 109

Multi-Cultural Worship Service 
8 a.m., Sunday

Main Post Chapel, 
Bldg. 8940

9 a.m. Catholic Mass, Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship 

Service, Sunday
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass, 

Tuesday-Friday 
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions, 

Saturday 
5 p.m. Catholic Mass, Saturday

Wings Chapel, Bldg. 
6036

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday 
School

10:45 a.m. Chapel Next Con-
temporary Worship Protestant 
Service

Spiritual Life Center, 
Bldg. 8939

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday 
School

10:45 a.m. CCD (except during 
summer months).

Bible studies

9 a.m. Protestant Women 

of the Chapel, Wings Chapel, 
Tuesday 

11 a.m. Above the Best Bible 
Study, Yano Hall, Wednesday 

10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study, Spiritual Life Center, 
Wednesday 

Noon Adult Bible Study, Soldier 
Service Center, Wednesday

5:30 p.m. Youth Group Bible 
Study, Headquarters Chapel, 
Tuesday

6:30 p.m. Chapel Next (Meal/
Bible Study), Wings Chapel, 
Thursday

Mothers of 
Preschoolers

MOPS is a Christian-based 
mom’s group. MOPS is about 
meeting the needs of every 
mom of a child from conception 
through kindergarten. MOPS will 
meet every first and third Thurs-
day at 9 a.m. at the Spiritual 
Life Center, Bldg 8939. For more 
information, call the religious 
support office at 255-2989.

Protestant Men of 
the Chapel

PMOC meets the first Saturday 
of each month in the Fort Rucker 
Spiritual Life Center from 8-9 
a.m. Men are encouraged to at-
tend for a time of fellowship and 
a short devotion.  Free breakfast 
is provided.

Pick-of-
the-litter
Meet Chelsea, a 16-week old female domestic short hair available for adoption at the Fort Rucker 
stray facility. She is sweet and loving. It costs $81 to adopt Chelsea and other animals at the 
facility, which includes all up-to-date shots, the first round of age-appropriate vaccinations, 
microchip and spaying. For more information on animal adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-
0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The facility needs donations such as dry or canned foods for 
cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. Donations can be dropped 
off at the veterinary clinic or the commissary. Visit the Fort Rucker stray facility’s Facebook 
page at http:// www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates on the newest 
animals available for adoption. 

Photo by Nathan Pfau
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MONTGOMERY — Alabama’s gardens, trails, his-
toric homes and parks light up for the holiday season. 

Visitors can see historic homes and mansions 
decorated with lights and holiday finery in Eufaula, 
Decatur, Opelika, Demopolis, Mobile, Tuscumbia 
and Montgomery. Parks in Arab and Florence offer 
dazzling light displays and winter wonderlands, while 
gardens in Huntsville and Mobile showcase millions of 
lights and hundreds of displays. 

Visitors can catch spectacular holiday displays at 
these 40 historic homes and holiday light festivals sug-
gested by the Alabama Tourism Department: 

Childersburg — Desoto Caverns Christmas Sound, 
Lights and Water Show

Now through Jan. 1, admission charged.
This special light show commemorates the Christ-

mas story of Jesus Christ with thousands of lights 
setting the cave aglow. The show takes place on each 
cavern tour during November and December. Monday 
– Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more information, 
call (256) 378-7252 or visit www.desotocavernspark.
com. 

Huntsville — Galaxy of Lights Holiday Light Show
Now through Dec. 31, admission charged.
Celebrate the holiday season with a drive through 

the Huntsville Botanical Garden nightly from 5:30 – 9 
p.m. beginning today. This magnificent holiday light 
extravaganza features thousands of lights and more 
than 700 lighted displays arranged in 125 varied holi-
day scenes and themes.  For more information, call 
(256) 830-4447 or visit www.hsvbg.org. 

Arab — Christmas in the Park
Friday through Dec. 31, admission is charged for 

Historic Village, but park admission is free.
A dazzling display of nearly 2 million holiday lights 

transforms Arab’s city park into a winter wonderland. 
Visitors can enjoy holiday music and special decora-
tions in the Historic Complex, which features an old 
church, a school and an operational gristmill. Village 
hours are 5:30 – 8 p.m.; park is open until 10:30 p.m. 
For more information, call (256) 586-8128 or visit 
www.arabcity.org. 

Calera — The North Pole Express
Friday through Dec. 17, fee for train ride.

Families can take a magical trip to the North Pole 
on a train at the Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum. Lots 
of holiday lights and displays, hot chocolate, cookies 
and Christmas carols are a few of the highlights Friday 
through Sunday nights with train departures at 5 p.m., 
6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.  For more information, call (205) 
382-3946 or visit www.HODRRM.org. 

Huntsville — Santa’s Village
Friday through Dec. 23, admission is free.
Kids will have fun at Alabama Constitution Vil-

lage as its turned into Santa’s Village. Enjoy a nightly 
snowfall, hear stories from Mrs. Claus, see live rein-
deer, decorate cookies in Santa’s kitchen and listen to 
local groups perform holiday music. The villages is 
open 5-9 p.m. For more information, call (256) 564-
8100 or visit www.earlyworks.com/santasvillage. 

Mobile — Bellingrath Gardens Magic Christmas 
in Lights

Friday through Dec. 31.
Stroll through a wonderland of more than three mil-

lion twinkling lights and 928 custom-designed holiday 
displays throughout the 65-acre estate during Magic 
Christmas in Lights at Bellingrath Gardens in Mobile. 
Tour the historic Bellingrath Home decorated in its 
holiday finery, enjoy nightly entertainment and visit 
with Santa. Light show and home tours nightly from 
5–9 p.m., closed Christmas Day. For more informa-
tion, call (800) 247-8420, www.bellingrath.org. 

Silverhill — Artic Express
Friday through Dec. 24, admission charged.
The railway and park at the Wales West RV Resort 

and Light Railway are decorated with more than one 
million lights, figures and blow-ups with miles of rib-
bon and garland. The steam powered train leaves the 
station for a mile-long ride through the wonderland of 
lights. Each child receives a handmade wooden loco-
motive as part of their visit. Express is open Saturdays 
and  Sundays from  1-9 p.m. For more information, call 
(251) 978-3050 or visit  www.waleswest.com. 
Demopolis — Christmas on the River

Nov. 29 through Dec. 2, fees for attractions only.
Four days of activities on the Tombigbee River 

and downtown include a lighted nautical parade with 
fireworks, candlelight tours of antebellum homes, a 
“Jingle Bell Run” on Saturday and a Barbecue Cham-
pionship Cook-off Nov. 30. Festivities open from 7:30 
a.m. until 3:30 p.m. Dec. 1 with a nautical parade from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. For more information, call 289-0270 or 

visit www.christmasontheriver.com.
 

Gadsden — Noccalula Falls Christmas at the Falls
Nov. 29 through Dec. 23, admission charged.
The park is aglow for the holidays with millions 

of lights that are synchronized to music. Park visitors 
may stroll through the mesmerizing display on foot or 
take an exciting train ride through the park. Christmas 
at the Falls includes a train ride, Pioneer Village and a 
visit with Santa. Kids can also write Santa a letter and 
mail it at the old post office. Visitors will also be able to 
see the 90-foot waterfall in all of its splendor. For more 
information, call (256) 549-4663. 

Huntsville — Kris Kringle’s Candlelight Christmas
Nov. 30 through Dec. 1, admission charged.
Hundreds of flickering candles will add to the nos-

talgic feel of candlelight Christmas at Burritt on the 
Mountain. Visitors will enjoy cider, baking cookies, 
figgy pudding, stringing popcorn and visiting with Kris 
Kringle on the star-lit mountain. Events open from 5-8 
p.m. For more information, call (256) 533-4118 or visit 
www.burrittonthemountain.com.

 
Columbiana — Christmas Tour of Homes

Dec. 1, admission charged.
The City of Columbiana opens various historic 

homes and museums for tours from 11 a.m. until 3 
p.m. For more information, call (205) 669-5800 or 
visit www.cityofcolumbiana.com. 

Dauphin Island — Christmas through the Ages at 
Fort Gaines

Dec. 1, admission charged.
Join soldiers and their families as they celebrate 

Christmas as it was in the 1700s-1900s. There will be 
pottery and blacksmith demonstrations and ornament 
making activities for kids from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. For 
more information, call (251) 861-6992 or visit www.
dauphinisland.org.

 Demopolis — Holiday open house
Dec. 1, admission charged.
Visitors can tour the beautiful, historic Gaineswood 

Mansion by candlelight. Enjoy holiday decorations 
and treats during the tours from 1-3 p.m. For more 
information, call 289-4846 or visit  www.preserveala.
org. 

Eufaula — Christmas Tour of Homes
Dec. 1, admission charged.

Visitors can stroll through downtown to see the 
antebellum homes aglow in holiday splendor. Enjoy a 
seated luncheon or dinner at the grand, historic Shorter 
Mansion. Daylight tours are 1-5 p.m., twilight tours are 
5-8 p.m. For more information, call 687-6664 or visit 
www.eufaulapilgrimmage.com. 

Gulf Shores — Swift-Coles Home at Bon Secour 
Holiday Open House

Dec. 1, admission charged.
The 16-room, 10,000 square-foot historic tidewater 

mansion overlooks the Bon Secour River and will be 
decorated for the holidays. The holiday tour is from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. through December with regular hours of 
Tuesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more 
information, call (251) 580-1897. 

Mobile — Candlelight Christmas at Oakleigh
Dec. 1, admission charged.
Step back in time and enjoy a festive 19th-century 

holiday celebration. Enjoy seasonal music, guided 
tours, Victorian Santa and refreshments 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Hot chocolate will be offered during the Candle-
light tours from 5:30–7:30 p.m. For more information, 
call (251) 432-616 or visit www.historicmobile.org. 

Mobile — Christmas on the River
Dec. 1, admission is free.
Alabama’s official tall ship, the Joshua will lead 

lighted, decorated boats down Dog River in Mobile’s 
oldest boat parade. The boats circle and pass the Dog 
River Bridge as treats are thrown to the cheering 
crowd. Event is open from dusk until 8 p.m. For more 
information, call (251) 443-6300 or visit www.grand-
marinermarina.com. 

Tuskegee — Holiday at the Oaks
Dec. 1, admission is free.
Visit the Booker T. Washington home as it’s deco-

rated for the holidays in a special open house event by 
the National Park Service. For more information, call 
727-3200 or visit www.nps.gov/semo. 

Birmingham — Christmas at Arlington
Dec. 1-2, admission is free.
Floral designers transform the interior of the Ante-

bellum home into a replica of Christmas past. This year 
marks the 55th anniversary of Arlington as Birming-
ham’s historic house museum. Event is open Dec. 1 
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Dec. 2 from 1-4:30 p.m. 
For more information, call (205) 780-5656. 

Alabama Tourism Department
Press Release

ANDALUSIA
Ongoing — The American Legion 

Post No. 80 regular meetings are the second 
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Legion Hall. For more information, call 222-
7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.
org.

DALEVILLE
Nov. 30 — The Daleville Christmas 

Parade begins at 5:30 p.m. along Daleville 
Avenue. The parade is followed by a tree-
lighting ceremony on the lawn in front of 
Daleville High School. Santa will be inside 
the DHS lunchroom. Groups interested in 
being in the parade line-up are asked to call 
598-6331 or email chamber@dalevilleal.
com.

Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday of 
each month at noon at the Chamber of Com-
merce office in the Daleville Cultural and 
Convention Center. For more information, 
call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
 now through Dec. 27 — The 

Wiregrass Museum of Art hosts a series 
of paintings, entitled Color in Freedom: 
journey through the underground railroad.  
The series was part of a U.N. exhibition in 
Geneva, Switzerland.  Open to the public.  
Admission to the museum is free Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Dec. 1 — Landmark Parks Advanced 
Photography Workshop will be 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.  Registration required. 

Ages 12 and older. Bring camera, extra 
batteries, the camera manual, a clean media 
card and a sacked lunch and drink. Areas 
such as camera set up including ISO settings, 
aperture, depth of field and manual focusing 

will be discussed. For more information, 
call 794-3452.

Dec.2 — Landmark Park holds its 
Christmas decorating workshop at 1 p.m. 
A snack will be provided and volunteers 
will have a chance to create their own old-
fashioned ornament to take home. The 
workshop is free with paid gate admission. 

Registration required. For more 
information, call 794-3452.

Dec. 3-7, 10-14, 17-21 — Landmark 
Park hosts it’s Christmas Past Seasonal for 
students in preschool-6th grade in either 
a morning session from 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m. 
or an afternoon session from 11:30 a.m.- 1 
p.m. 

Participants will have a chance to  
experience an old-fashioned Christmas with 
storytelling, games, and cider. They will also 
have a chance to create an  old-fashioned 
ornament. 

For more information, call 794-3452.

Dec. 29 — The Cultural Arts Center 
hosts the Ballroom Dance Club from 7-9:30 
p.m. Food and drinks are available. The cost 
is $2 per couple. For more information, call 
677-4967 or visit www.theculturalartscenter.
org.

ENTERPRISE
Nov. 30 — St. John the Evangelist Cath-

olic Church hosts a Holiday Mart from 3-7 
p.m., Dec. 1 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Dec. 
2 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the “Old” Parish 
Hall. Holiday shopping, to include gifts for 
all occasions, will be available. For more in-
formation, call 393-3579 or 393-4034.

Dec. 1 — The Ladies Auxillary VFW 
Post 6683 hosts its second annual Spaghetti 
Supper from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the VFW 
post. Plates are $5. Tickets can be bought at 
the door.

Ongoing — The American Legion 
Post 73 meets at the American Legion/
Doer’s Shrine Club at 200 Gibson Street in 
Enterprise on the fourth Saturday of each 
month, beginning at 8 a.m. This building is 
across the street from the Lee Street Baptist 
Church on Lee Street.  For more information, 
call Post Commander Jerry Goodson at 347-
5961 or 447-8507.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters, on County Road 537, every 
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. 

For more information, call Connie 
Hudson at 406-3077, Randy Black at 393-
6499 or Bob Cooper 347-7076, or visit the 
VFW Post 6683 on Facebook.

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County Re-

lay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited to 

Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 
Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Every Tuesday and 

Wednesday, Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter No. 99 maintains a service office in 
the New Brockton police station. 

The officers can help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation 
claims, VA pension, death benefits, VA med-
ical care, Social Security disability benefits, 
veterans’ job programs and other veteran 
services. All veteran services provided are 

free of charge. 
For more information, call Chuck Lobdell 

at 718-5707.

OZARK
Ongoing — Every Monday through 

Friday aerobic classes are open to the public 
at the Autrey Recreation Center from 8-10 
a.m. For more information, call 774-2042.

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sunday 
at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Methodist 
Church. For more information, call 983-
3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — American Legion Post 78 

meets monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 
p.m.

TROY
Nov. 30 — Troy Arts Council presents 

Shelia Jackson - Holiday Concert at the 
Crosby Theatre at Troy University at 7:30 
p.m. Patrons can enjoy the voice of Troy’s 
own Sheila Fayson Jackson as she joins with 
a host of other local vocalists, dancers, and 
musicians to present her annual Holiday 
Spectacular. Admission charged. For more 
information, call 670-3593 or go to www.
troyartscouncil.com.

Ongoing — Troy Bank and Trust 
Company sponsors senior dance nights ev-
ery Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the 
J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex 
is transformed into a dance hall and features 
music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s, finger 
foods, and refreshments.  

For more information, call Janet Motes at 
808-8500.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
9th annual Festival of Trees

The Festival of Trees takes patrons back to post-war 
1940’s from Monday through Dec. 1 in Panama City 
Beach’s Bay Banquet Hall. This year’s theme is “It’s a 
Wonderful Life.” Families and individuals can participate 
in the special mini-events. Tickets are required, RSVP and 
are available at the door. For more information, call 850-
481-1093.

Rock and Gem Show
Mobile Rock & Gem Society’s annual gem, jewelry and 

mineral show and sale will be held at the Abba Shrine Center 
Friday through Sunday. Educational exhibits, lapidary arts 
demonstrations, dealers in minerals, gemstones, findings 
and lapidary equipment and related items are available 
for viewing or purchase. Special interest items such as the 
“Rock Food Table” and flint knapping will also be available. 
Local universities will display their Geo-sciences research 
projects. Door prizes every hour, and raffle tickets available 
on site. 

For more information, call (251) 510-8527 or go to www.
mobilerockandgem.com/GemShow.htm.

That Mancini Magic!
Mac Frampton & The Moon River Orchestra featuring 

Cecil Welch will play at Elba High School Dec. 4 at 7 p.m. 
The show brings to the stage songs of composer Henry 
Mancini and includes music from “Breakfast at Tiffany’s,” 
“The Pink Panther,” “Days of Wine and Roses,” “Hatari!,” 
“Charade” and more. For more information or tickets, call 
406-2787 or visit www.CoffeeCountyArtsAlliance.com.  

Events to brighten the holidays
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WASHINGTON — A panel of military 
Family members gathered here Nov. 15 with 
many of the nation’s most influential jour-
nalists, civil servants and decorated service 
members to discuss the challenges of being 
a military Family member and the ways that 
American citizens can support them.

The inaugural Hero Summit, hosted by 
“Newsweek” and the “Daily Beast,” was 
a two-day theatrical-journalism event de-
signed to bring together American military 
heroes, civil servants, writers and historians 
to examine the definition of American hero-
ism and share stories of courage and brav-
ery in the face of extreme adversity.

ABC news correspondent Deborah Rob-
erts moderated the Family panel, which 
included retired Air Force Maj. Lori Bell, 
wife of an active-duty Air Force Airman 
and founder and president of the National 
Association of Military Moms and Spous-
es; Bill Norwood, father of Marine Corps 
Sgt. Byron Norwood, who was killed in ac-
tion; Kim Ruocco, widow of Marine Corps 
Maj. John Ruocco and Tragedy Assistance 
Program for Survivors national director of 
postvention programs; and Patti Walker, 
wife of retired Army 1st Sgt. Kevin Walker 
and Wounded Warrior Program advocate on 
Fort Riley, Kan.

Each speaker offered insight into the 
unique challenges faced by military Fami-
lies. Bell noted how hard it can be to keep 
herself and her Family grounded when cop-
ing with frequent moves and unexpected 
deployments.

When her Family was given two-weeks’ 
notice that her husband would deploy to Af-
ghanistan, Bell said, she “wanted to connect 
with someone, but no one wanted to con-
nect with the commander’s wife.” 

That experience, she added, inspired her 
to start an online community for military 
Families that offers support in times of need 
without worrying about rank or social poli-
tics.

Bell is now the founder and president of 
the National Association of Military Moms 
and Spouses. Her website offers military 
Families the opportunity to connect and 

receive mentorship when dealing with the 
unique challenges associated with a mili-
tary lifestyle.

Walker also understands the importance 
of community support for military Fami-
lies. She said that small, everyday actions 
from community members can make a huge 
difference in the lives of military Families, 
and she encourages all Americans to spread 
the word for veteran support.

“When you call your relatives, wherever 
they are, ask them to embrace the veterans 
in their community,” she said. “Employ our 
wounded veterans. Embrace their children. 
Give a minute of your time. Offer [vets] a 
thank you. If you have a service you pro-
vide, [offer it for free].”

Ruocco and Norwood pointed out that of-
ten the best kind of support is compassion, 
empathy and an ear to listen. Norwood’s 
son was killed during a rescue mission in 
Fallujah, Iraq. Ruocco lost her husband to 
suicide in 2005.

Honoring the lives of their loved ones has 
been crucial to the healing process for both 
Norwood and Ruocco. In the wake of his 
son’s death, Norwood said, he finds com-
fort by reaching out to Marines who served 
with his son and mentoring wounded ser-
vice members in an effort to remind them 
to “live a strong, wonderful life, and enjoy 
it.”

Ruocco said her fear that her husband’s 
death would overshadow his life helped her 

to realize the emotional needs of other sui-
cide survivors.

“When someone dies by suicide, [survi-
vors] so often focus on the death and how 
[their loved one] died, and it wipes out ev-
erything else,” she said. “I think for suicide 
survivors, they want to talk about their life 
and who this person was -- that they had so 
much to give and [they weren’t] a crazy, 
bad person.”

Ruocco now works with the Tragedy 
Assistance Program for Survivors to help 
Family member survivors of military sui-
cide rebuild their lives in the wake of trag-
edy, and she urges citizens to offer survi-
vors compassion and the opportunity to talk 
about their loved one’s life as they heal.

By Erin Wittkop
Defense Media Activity

Patti Walker, left, wife of retired Army 1st Sgt. Kevin Walker and Wounded Warrior Program advocate on Fort Riley, Kan., talks to ABC News correspondent 
Deborah Roberts during a Hero Summit panel titled, “The Other Side of Sacrifice: Military Families” in Washington, D.C., Nov. 15. Other panel members 
included, from left to right, Bill Norwood, father of Marine Corps Sgt. Byron Norwood, who was killed in action; retired Air Force Maj. Lori Bell, wife of an 
active duty Air Force airman and founder and president of the National Association of Military Moms and Spouses; Kim Ruocco, widow of Marine Corps Maj. 
John Ruocco and Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors national director of postvention programs. 
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Hero Summit panel encourages 
support for military Families
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WASHINGTON — More than 30 companies and orga-
nizations joined the Military Spouse Employment Part-
nership Nov. 14 as part of the White House-sponsored 
Joining Forces effort to help unemployed spouses find 
jobs.

The newly inducted businesses, which join 129 other 
companies, were brought into the program at the part-
nership’s third such ceremony. Inductees at the Nov. 14 
Washington Navy Yard event represented businesses in-
cluding fitness centers, banks, a hotel chain and a major 
soft-drink company.

The partnership’s members include small and large, lo-
cal, national and international businesses, officials said.

“We appreciate your patriotism and your understand-
ing that investing in military spouses makes military 
Families, service members and national defense strong,” 
Charles E. Milam, acting deputy assistant secretary of de-
fense for military community and Family policy, told the 
new partnership members.

“Statistics will show that you’ll be reaching into a rich 
talent pool,” Milam said. “Military spouses are well-edu-
cated; many have degrees in fields such as science, math 
and information technology, which create innovation in 
today’s global economy.”

Milam added that the members’ commitment is a key 
component to military Families’ improved quality of 
life.

The partnership seeks to mitigate the challenges of mil-
itary life by helping spouses find and maintain reward-
ing careers despite frequent relocations, said Frederick E. 
Vollrath, who is performing the duties of the assistant sec-
retary of defense for readiness and force management.

Vollrath reminded the new inductees of the “core te-
nets” they’ve agreed to abide by in the partnership:

Increasing job opportunities while maintaining em-•	
ployment status for spouses who relocate to new duty 
stations;
Providing career promotion opportunities for those •	
who help their employer meet its goals and objec-
tives;
Supporting spouses’ pay equity on par with their train-•	
ing, work experience and credentials; and
Telling their corporate counterparts about their sup-•	
port and commitment to military spouses.

“We count on you to spread the word,” Vollrath said.
The partnership and its business members are vital to 

the military community because of spouses’ high unem-
ployment rates and historically low wages, he said.

Despite their hard-to-find skills and high levels of edu-
cation and training, Vollrath said, military spouses “face 
a 26-percent unemployment rate and a 25-percent wage 
gap compared to their civilian counterparts.”

And while 77 percent of military spouses – including 
men, and not just women, he pointed out – want or need 
to work, frequent relocation is often a barrier to establish-
ing or continuing a career, Vollrath said. That inability to 
find and retain jobs because of relocation issues “com-

promises the quality of life of military Families and the 
readiness of the military force,” he said.

The military spouse is tech-savvy, adaptable and resil-
ient; a strong leader, skilled multitasker and a team play-
er who is mature and effective under pressure, Vollrath 
said.

And only recently, the partnership’s business members 
have become a large part of a national solution to the 
challenges of military spouse employment, he added.

Vollrath listed examples such as the Presidential Study 
Directive-9 report, “Strengthening Our Military Families: 
Meeting America’s Commitment,” which was published 
in January 2011 and highlighted the need for the federal 
government to help develop spouse career and education 
opportunities.

“But the government can’t do this in a vacuum,” Voll-
rath said. So, a goal was set to increase those opportuni-
ties through public-sector jobs.

“The Department of Defense looked at programs that 
were working well, and leveraged the successful partner-
ships created under the Army Spouse Employment Part-
nership,” he said. In June 2011, the program was expand-
ed to add Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force spouses.

In less than a year and a half, the partnership’s hiring 
figures have been “phenomenal,” said Vollrath, noting 
that more than 54,000 jobs were posted in October alone, 
and nearly 816,000 vacancies have been posted since 
June 29, 2011.

Partner members have hired more than 32,000 military 
spouses during that time, he added.

“Today, you join a vibrant, active and focused partner-
ship,” Vollrath told the newest business inductees. “You 
will provide employment connections that help military 
spouses find and maintain rewarding careers.”

By Terri Moon Cronk
American Forces Press Service

Military spouse hiring program gains 30-plus companies



WASHINGTON — Defense Department officials are 
sending a new spouse survey to select active-duty Fami-
lies to assist in determining programs that best suit their 
needs.

During an interview with the Pentagon Channel, Cathy 
Flynn, a program analyst with the Pentagon’s military 
community and Family policy office, discussed how these 
surveys affect future programs serving military Families.

“The Active Duty Spouse Survey is a survey that’s sent 
out to a representative sample of active-duty spouses ev-
ery two years,” she said. “It’s really a chance for spouses 
to give their feedback, their input and their experiences 
… back to us here in the Department of Defense.”

The department’s first spouse survey was in 2006, 
and the first active-duty spouse survey was in 2008. The 
department now surveys active-duty spouses in even-
numbered years and reserve-component spouses in odd-
numbered years.

The new active-duty spouse survey launches today and 
will be in the field for about three months – “as long as we 
get enough response,” Flynn said.

“The questions cover all areas of military life – things 
that we hope are important to the spouses,” Flynn said. 
“Things like [permanent change-of-station] moves, your 
experiences with deployment, your experiences with your 
children, your experiences with military programs.”

Flynn said these results are analyzed and used to make 
decisions on policies and programs to continue to better 
serve military Families.

“In 2010, we learned that 85 percent of spouses want or 
need to work,” she said. “Of our population of spouses, 
57 percent are in the labor force; however, 26 percent of 
those spouses were unemployed. So using that data really 
helped us to boost employment and education support 
programs for spouses. So it was really critical to have that 
feedback to have the facts to use with our leaders.”

Flynn said the survey will help to guide decisions about 
Family programs in an era of budget challenges.

“The government is trying to make decisions about what 
programs to keep,” she said. “It’s really important that we 

have the facts about what your experiences are like, what 
spouses lives are like, and what programs they’re using 
and what programs they’re benefitting from.”

DOD leaders want to make “really good choices” about 
what programs to keep and which programs to beef up to 
continue supporting military Families, Flynn added, and 
responses to the survey will inform those decisions.

Each demographic is surveyed for all service branches, 
Flynn said, to provide officials with an understanding of 
spouses’ experiences in all services.

“In this survey, it’s all brought together so we can un-
derstand across the board what’s happening – where ser-
vices might look different and where they look the same,” 
Flynn said.

Flynn emphasized the importance of spouses partici-
pating in these surveys to improve or sustain support pro-
grams.

“It’s a random sample … and about one in 10 – 65,000 
spouses – will be invited to take this survey,” she said. 
“What’s really important about that is if you’re selected 
to participate in this survey, you’re representing, essen-
tially, 10 spouses who have similar backgrounds as you 
do.”

Flynn explained selected Families will be invited by 
mail to take the survey or can participate online. The sur-
vey takes 20 to 30 minutes to complete, she added.

“It takes a little bit of time, because there are a lot of 
areas to cover,” she explained. “We’re trying to cover the 
entire breadth of experiences of military life.

“It is really important that people take this survey seri-
ously and give us their feedback,” she continued. “The 
Active Duty Spouse Survey is really your opportunity to 
get your feedback all the way up to the leaders in the De-
partment of Defense.”
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By Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr.
American Forces Press Service

DOD: Spouse surveys 
critical to Family support
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A Company, 1st Battalion, 145th Avia-
tion Regiment took down the 1st Battal-
ion, 11th Aviation Regiment’s Squared 
Away as they met on the football field in 
a close game at the Fort Rucker Physical 
Fitness Facility Nov. 15.

The game had its share of close calls 
as both teams fought for the lead, but A 
Co. came out on top 24-14.

“It was a tough game and I feel like 
we kind of lost our composure toward 
the end, but we were able to come back 
and win,” said Capt. P.J. Hall, player for 
A Co. “[Squared Away] was really good, 
but this win keeps us in the tournament 
and hopefully we’ll be able to get to the 
championship game.”

The game started as A Co. received 
the opening kick and managed a short 
return. A first down on their first play set 
the tone for their offense early on, but 
Squared Away’s defense reminded them 
that they came to play.

The 1-11th team managed to bring 
their opponents to a fourth down, but 
rather than punting, A Co. went for the 
play but were unsuccessful and gave 
Squared Away possession.

As possession bounced back and forth, 
A Co. was finally able to break the stag-
nation as they came within yards of the 
goal line on a fourth down. The team de-
cided to run a play rather than go for a 
field goal, which paid off to become the 
first touchdown of the game.

Squared away was determined to get 

on the scoreboard and came back with 
an aggressive offense, but an intercep-
tion by A Co. stopped them in their 
tracks as they ran the ball all the way to 
the end zone to score their second touch-
down, bringing the score to 14-0 in the 
first half.

As Squared Away received the kick, 
they managed to get by their opponent’s 
defense for a 30-yard return to bring 
them to the 50-yard line. A couple of 
plays later they were within 10 yards of 
the goal line, but A Co.’s defense proved 

to be too much as they took possession 
of the ball at the end of the first half.

As the second half started, 1-11th re-
ceived for a short return. They had their 
work cut out for them and they managed 
to slip past their opponent’s defense with 
a 40-yard play that brought them close to 
the end zone, but A Co.’s defense stopped 
them again and forced a turnover at the 
7-yard line.

A Co. was unable, however, to take the 
ball too far past the 50-yard line before 
Squared Away took possession of the 

ball. Their offense finally managed to 
push past their opponent’s defense again 
and score their first touchdown with only 
nine minutes left in the game.

As the clock wound down, 1-11th 
was determined to keep their opponents 
out of the end zone, a feat they accom-
plished at as they took possession and 
ran the ball for their second touchdown 
to tie the game 14-14.

A Co., determined to stay on top of their 
opponents, matched Squared Away’s of-
fense as they managed first down after 
first down to inch closer to the goal line 
with time running out. They managed a 
touchdown with less than 26 seconds left 
in the game to retake the lead and put 
pressure on their opponents.

As 1-11th received, they aggressively 
pushed downfield, but were unable to 
score as the game ended.

“I think tonight’s game showed that 
we can come back against a tough team,” 
said Capt. Walter Thomas, A Co. team 
captain. “It showed a lot of composure 
on our team’s part when our quarterback 
was able to make the pass for a touch-
down on a fourth down.”

Hall agreed on the team’s decision to 
go for the touchdown rather than a field 
goal.

“We chose to go for it rather than kick 
a 45-yard field goal, which I think was 
a great decision, but the other team was 
really good,” he said. “It’s close games 
like this that build character. You really 
figure out what your team is made up of, 
and that’s what playing these games is 
about.”
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145th knocks Squared Away out of playoffs
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Capt. P.J. Hall, player for A Co., runs the ball downfield for a touchdown with Squared Away players on his 
tail during an intramural football game at Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility Nov. 15.

Capt. Walter Thomas, A Co. team captain, runs the ball during a play as players from Squared Away attempt to remove a flag during an intramural football game at Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility Nov. 15.

Photos by Sara E. Martin
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SAN ANTONIO — The All-
Army team overcame a lot of 
adversity, but finished third in 
the 2012 Armed Forces Men’s 
Basketball Championships Nov. 
12-18 at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland.

All-Air Force (6-1) took the 
gold with a 78-76 victory over 
All-Marine Corps (3-4) in the 
championship game. All-Army 
(3-4) prevailed 77-64 over All-
Navy (2-5) in the consolation 
tilt.

The tournament format was 
double round robin, with teams 
with the two best records meet-
ing in a winner-take-all champi-
onship game and teams with the 
lesser marks playing for third 
place. 

First Lt. Cleveland Richard 
of Fort Lee, Va., represented the 
Army on the All-Tournament 
Team and the U.S. All-Armed 
Forces team that will compete 
from Nov. 28 to Dec. 3 in the Su-
preme Headquarters Allied Pow-
ers Europe Tournament in Mons, 
Belgium.

“I think Cleveland was prob-
ably the best overall player 
here,” All-Army coach Maj. 
David Smith said of Richard, 
who averaged 16.3 points and 
6.4 rebounds in the tourney. “He 
scores in bunches. He outruns 
everybody. He can guard every 
position on the floor. One night 
I played him 39 minutes and 48 
seconds and he got mad he sat 
out those 12. And he runs as hard 
in the 39th minute as he does in 
the first. It’s amazing to me why 
that kid is not in talks of playing 
in the NBA.”

Richard was joined on the All-
Tournament Team by Air Force 
Capt. Nicholas Welch of Los An-
geles Air Force Base, Calif., Air 
Force Staff Sgt. Jammar Major of 
Hurlburt Field, Fla., Navy Sea-
man Chris Linton of TISCOM 
in Alexandria, Va., and Marine 
Corps Sgt. Christopher Harris 
of U.S. Marine Corps Barracks, 
Washington, D.C.

Three more Soldiers were se-
lected for the All-Armed Forces 
squad: Staff Sgt. Terry Daniels of 
Fort Meade, Md.; 1st Lt. Marcus 
Nelson and Pfc. David Turner, 
both of Fort Gordon, Ga. 

The All-Army team dealt with 
several setbacks before arriving 
in Texas. Even before training 
camp began, they lost an invitee 
when 1st Lt. Tyrell Thompson, 
23, died of heart failure while 
playing basketball at Fort Eustis, 
Va. 

“This tournament meant a little 
bit more because my best friend 
was supposed to come and he 
was looking forward to it, and 
he ended up passing away,” said 
Cleveland, who roomed for six 
years with Thompson at the Unit-
ed States Military Academy in 
West Point, N.Y., and at Fort Lee, 
Va. “Every day, I just made sure I 
was giving my all for him.”

Then center Spc. Taylor Pratt 

of Fort Riley, Kan., went down 
against Millersville University 
with an elbow injury that severe-
ly limited his effectiveness dur-
ing the armed forces tournament.

“He is probably the best center 
I’ve seen in the military,” Smith 
said. “He was averaging 24 points 
and 15 rebounds and leading us in 
every game. He played at Mon-
tana State and he is phenomenal. 
He was our finisher. The team, 
knowing that their best player 
was out, tried to respond to that 
but they didn’t know how — we 
were tough but we just couldn’t 
adjust to not having him.”

Adding insult to death and 
injury, Hurricane Sandy blew 
through Fort Indiantown Gap, 
Pa., site of the All-Army bas-
ketball trial camp, sending the 
Soldiers’ preparation back a few 
more days.

“It was the best camp I ever 
had,” Smith said. “Guys were fo-
cused. We had good games. We 
had some pro teams come in; had 
some good college games. Then 

all of a sudden Sandy hit us right 
in the mouth. We went three days 
with no water, no electricity, no 
lights, nothing. It got down to 40 
at night, so we were sleeping in 
our rooms bundled up like we 
were out in the field.

“The roof of the barracks the 
players were staying in blew 
off, so they had to move to an-
other building,” Smith explained. 
“Then we couldn’t practice — 
didn’t even see a court for three 
days. We actually moved out to 
Carlisle Barracks and had a place 
to practice, so we regrouped 
quickly. But it was an experience, 
that’s for sure.”

The Soldiers were in position 
to defeat the six-time defending 
champion Airmen in the opening 
night of the armed forces tourna-
ment, but let them off the hook. 
Sgt. Montavious Waters gave 
All-Army a 45-36 halftime lead 
with a buzzer-beating layup. 

With the score tied at 86, 
Welch’s baseline jumper with 1.5 
seconds remaining lifted All-Air 

Force to an 88-86 victory. Welch 
made 9 of 11 shots, including 3 of 
3 from 3-point range, to lead the 
Airmen with 21 points. Welch, 
who was named 2004 Mountain 
West Conference Co-Player of 
the Year as a sophomore at the 
Air Force Academy, also grabbed 
nine rebounds.

Waters, from Joint Base Myer-
Henderson Hall, Va., led All-
Army with 23 points on 8-for-10 
shooting, including 4 of 4 from 
behind the arc. Richard had 19 
points, five assists and four steals. 
Staff Sgt. Ronald Bartley (13) of 
Fort Carson, Colo., and Daniels 
(11) also scored in double fig-
ures.

On Tuesday night, Sgt. Da-
vid Lee of Fort Benning, Ga., 
led All-Army with 21 points in 
a 97-77 victory over All-Navy. 
Richard and Waters each scored 
16 points, and Daniels added 11 
points and 16 rebounds.

On Wednesday, the Soldiers 
faltered down the stretch of an 
89-88 loss to All-Marine Corps. 

Daniels’ tip-in gave All-Army an 
86-81 lead with 3:06 left, but the 
Marines rallied for an 89-88 vic-
tory on a layup by Sgt. Brandon 
Mitchell with .3 seconds remain-
ing off an inbounds play. The 
Soldiers knew then that their shot 
at gold was greatly diminished.

“Finishing games goes hand-
in-hand with approaching every 
possession,” Nelson said. “That 
was a case of situational aware-
ness. Sometimes that’s just the 
way the game goes, and they got 
the lucky bounce that time.”

“We missed a couple of re-
bounds at crucial times and 
missed a couple of shots,” Rich-
ard added. “I think some of it was 
us trying to get used to things 
changing with Taylor Pratt be-
ing out. He’s pretty reliable. He 
makes a world of difference.”

Cleveland again led All-Army 
with 20 points, 13 rebounds and 
seven assists. Nelson added 11 
points, six rebounds and six as-
sists. Harris led the Marines with 
32 points and five boards. Cpl. 
Richard Pollock of Okinawa, Ja-
pan, added 18 points and seven 
rebounds.

“Even though those two plays 
were just a total lost-in-the-sauce 
type thing, they hurt us inside,” 
Bartley said of the game-ending 
miscues in All-Army’s first two 
losses. “They were our games 
and we gave it to them. When we 
lost those two, then it started go-
ing downhill.”

On Thursday, Airman 1st Class 
Jason Stromvall of Eglin Air 
Force Base, Fla., had 16 points 
to lead All-Air Force to a 73-67 
victory over All-Army. Staff Sgt. 
Jammar Major of Hurlburt Field, 
Fla., added 10 points, and Welch 
had nine points and 10 rebounds 
for the Airmen. Only Richard, 
with 11 points, scored in double 
figures for All-Army.

On Friday, All-Army fell 77-71 
to All-Navy and was mathemati-
cally eliminated from reaching 
the gold-medal game.

“I do remember a common de-
nominator of us allowing teams 
to get offensive rebounds, espe-
cially at crucial times,” Richard 
explained All-Army’s downfall. 
“Most of the times when teams 
get extra chances to score, they 
hit 3s, and that’s a backbreaker.  
We just didn’t execute enough to 
be in the championship game.”

On Saturday, All-Army pre-
vailed 84-78 over All-Marine 
Corps, which rested several start-
ers for Sunday’s title tilt. Cleve-
land again led the way with 15 
points. Pratt, with his elbow a tad 
recovered, added 14 points on 
7-for-9 shooting.

The tourney was a grueling test 
of basketball in which every team 
played seven games in as many 
days.

“There is nowhere else in bas-
ketball like this where you only 
have a couple weeks to cut from 
22 to 12 players, gel as a team, 
be fundamentally sound defen-
sively and offensively, and oh, by 
the way, be peaking at the right 
time,” Smith said.
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By Tim Hipps
IMCOM Public Affairs

All-Army 3rd in basketball championships

Army’s Cleveland Richard gets air as he blocks a layup shot by an All-Marine Corps player.

Photo by Tim Hipps

Basketball coaches 
meet

A basketball coaches meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday at 
9 a.m. in the Fort Rucker Physi-
cal Fitness Facility conference 
room. People wanting to coach a 
team need to attend. Basketball 
preseason will begin Dec. 10. 

For more, call 255-2296.

Open-water diver 
course

Fort Rucker Aquatics hosts 
an open-water diver course 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 
Dec. 4-19 with dives on Dec. 
15 and Jan. 5. Classes will meet 
from 5-9 p.m. at the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Facility. Cost 

of the course is $375. Students 
must provide their own masks, 
snorkels, fins and dive booties.  
The course is open to authorized 
patrons. 

For more, call 255-9162. 

Adult swim lessons

The Fort Rucker Physical 
Fitness Facility will host adult 
swim lessons now through Dec. 
13. Classes will meet Tuesdays 
and Thursdays with a session 
from 5-5:45 p.m. for beginners 
and from 6-6:45 p.m. for inter-
mediate swimmers. Registration 
for the course is $30 and the 
lessons are open to authorized 
patrons only. 

For more, call 255-9162. 

Sports Briefs
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Kent Anger,  
Directorate of Plans, Training, 
Mobilization and Security

(56-28)

Benjamin Conner,  
Directorate of Public Safety

(47-37)

Wes Hamilton,  
Network Enterprise Center

(56-28)

Tish Williamson,  
USAACE

(49-35)

David C. Agan Jr,
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

(50-34)

M
ic
hi

ga
n v

s.

Ohi
o 

St
at

e

Fl
or

id
a 

vs
.

Fl
or

id
a 

St
at

e
Okl

ah
om

a 
St

at
e

vs
. O

kl
ah

om
a

Aubu
rn

 v
s.

Ala
ba

m
a

So
uth

 C
ar

ol
in

a

vs
. C

lem
so

n
M

iss
iss

ip
pi

 S
ta

te

vs
. O

le 
M

iss

Not
re

 D
am

e

vs
. U

SCPIGSKIN
PICKS

(Editor’s note: All opinions stated in 
the Video Game Spotlight are solely those 
of the article’s author.)

“Disney Epic Mickey 2: The Power of 
Two” is going to be a huge favorite for 
Disney fans. 

There’s a lot of history and colorful 
tributes to Disney’s past in the game, and 
there’s a fair amount of fun, too. How-
ever, there are too many issues with the 
controls and camera — some of the same 
issues that were in the first “Epic Mick-
ey” game — to ignore. 

The new game is undoubtedly ambi-
tious. It mixes minor amounts of role-
playing with action-adventure and plat-
forming, as well as giving the whole 
game a musical touch that is reminiscent 
of very early Disney cartoons. There’s 
also the fact that “Disney Epic Mickey 2: 
The Power of Two” is built to be played 
by two people in split-screen co-op, 
something that’s not in enough games. 

While the first Epic Mickey was a sin-
gle-player game that had Mickey Mouse 
investigating Oswald the Rabbit because 
it was thought that he had been involved 
in the destruction of Wasteland, the se-
quel puts Mickey and Oswald on the 
same team. Mickey continues to wield 
his paint and Oswald has a device that 
controls electricity. The characters are 
well balanced and must work together 
to solve a lot of the puzzles in the game. 
Gamers can play alone, with the artifi-
cal intelligence taking over for the other 
character. 

Though it’s fun to experience Mickey 
this way, the issues with the camera and 
controls will frustrate a lot of gamers. 

There are times when the camera won’t 
show where Mickey and Oswald must go 
next, for example. Also, the controls of-
ten don’t respond the way they should. 
These are both problems for a game 
where there is a lot of jumping from plat-
form to platform. 

“Disney Epic Mickey 2: The Power of 
Two” is a game that could have used an-
other month or two in development. The 
Disney lore in the game is special, but it’s 
marred by the camera and control issues. 

Although it was probably finished too 
early because it was scheduled for a pre-
Christmas launch, Mickey should have 
waited a little longer. 

Reviewed on Xbox 360 

Video Game Spotlight >>

Technical issues dampen Epic Mickey 2
By Jim Van Slyke
Contributing Writer

Courtesy screenshot

Publisher 
Disney Interactive

Rated 
Everyone
Systems
Multiple

Cost
$45-60
Overall 

2.5 out of 4

auto credit network
“Providing automobile financing to those

with less than perfect credit”
The Auto Credit Network is now available in your area!*

Let us use our Lender Network to arrange the
automobile financing you need!

your approval process is
fast, easy, & Free!!!
JUST GIVE US 15 MINUTES� �

Call One of Our Network Specialists
(855)347-2527 (Toll Free)

OUR MOTTO
“Provide quick and efficient service, while being professional,

caring, and attentive to one’s needs, wants, and desires”

Call a Network Specialist TODAY! (855)347-2527
* Available in the following states: Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Tennessee, and Mississippi

what we do
• Provide you the best automobile financing available

• Offer top quality vehicles to meet your needs

• Guarantee 100% approval

programs available
• 1st time buyer

• Discharged Bankruptcy

• Open Bankruptcy

• Credit Re-establishment

• Slow Pay

• As low as 0 down

vehicles available
• Program Vehicles

• SUV’s & Trucks

• Vans

• Cars

• Low Mileage - Warranty

• 2005 - 2012 Models

military programs
• Guaranteed approval
• Rates as low as 2.3%
• As low as 0 down
• E-1’s and up qualify

a 15 minute
phone call is
all it takes!
855-347-2527

Courtesy screenshot
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