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Military Family life has its share of 
ups and downs, but one Fort Rucker 
program hopes to provide Family 
members with the tools they need to 
get through difficult times.

The Family Member Resilience 
Training is a two-day class, Monday-
Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
The Commons, to provide people with 
thinking skills and coping strategies to 
help Family members through certain 
situations, according to Ruth Gonza-
lez, Army Community Service reloca-
tion readiness program manager.

“Resilience training is one of the 
best training programs that we have 

here at Fort Rucker,” said Gonzalez. 
“It teaches Family members or anyone 
who attends why they react to a given 
situation in a certain way and helps 
them understand what’s going on in 
their lives so that they can bounce 
back from these situations.

“If a person is going through any 
event in his or her life, whether it’s a 
car breaking down or a death in the 
Family, we give people the tools they 
need to get through these situations,” 
she said. 

Gonzalez said that situations or life 
events can trigger different reactions 
from different people and the training 
provided by the program helps people 
understand why reactions are differ-
ent.

“Resilience training makes you look 
at yourself and ask yourself why you 
react a certain way,” she said. “It makes 
you ask why it is that you can bounce 
back from something, but someone 
else might lose it completely.”

She added that training like this is 
essential in a military environment 
because of the unique circumstances 
that military Families have to endure 
throughout military life.

“With multiple deployments and so 
many separations, [the class] is a great 
place for people to sit with Family and 
get as much information as possible 
before the next deployment cycle,” 
said the program manager. “I’m all 

Fort Rucker honors veterans
Hundreds of Soldiers and civil-

ians gathered at Veterans Park as 
Fort Rucker honored its past and 
present service members Friday 
during a Veterans Day ceremony.

Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker com-
manding general, and Aviation 
Branch Command Sgt. Maj. James 
H. Thomson Jr. laid a wreath dur-
ing the ceremony to honor those 
that have served in the U.S. armed 
forces in the past and present.

“For the last century, we’ve cel-
ebrated our veterans on this day,” 
said Mangum during the ceremony. 
“When the cannons of World War I 
were silenced, we thought we had 
fought the war to end all wars, but 
as history has proved, we still need 
our Soldiers.

“Today, our Soldiers are blessed 
to serve in a time when their ser-
vice, sacrifice and commitment are 
recognized and truly appreciated,” 
he said. “Too many of you know 
that has not always been the case.”

Mangum went on to thank the 
veterans who never received a 
proper welcome home during their 
time in service, such as those who 
served during the Vietnam War, 
and veterans like Bob Giffin said 
that he felt the appreciation.

“I’m a Vietnam vet, so all of 
this has been delightful and heart-
warming for them to welcome 
home the Vietnam veterans be-
cause we didn’t get the same kind 
of welcome when we came home 
as other veterans did,” he said.

Robert Cooper, Vietnam veteran 
and longtime friend of Giffin’s, 
agreed and said he was glad to see 
changes in attitudes toward those 
who have served.

“This ceremony is very impor-
tant to me as a Vietnam-era veteran 
to see that people have changed 
their attitudes from the way it was 

when we first came home in the 
60s and 70s,” said Cooper. “I think 
one of the reasons that we have 
such welcome home events for our 
current and younger warriors is be-
cause of the sacrifices that the guys 
from of my era made.”

Cooper joined the Army in 1957 
and served on active duty for 30 
years, and continued his service to 
the military as a civilian contrac-
tor for more than 15 years after his 
retirement. He said that it’s impor-
tant for people to give recognition 
to those very few that have sacri-
ficed for their country in one way 
or another.

“Only about 1 percent of the 
U.S. population has anything at 
all to do with the military and less 
than half a percent of the current 
population serves in the military,” 
he said. “It’s important to keep the 
patriotism alive and make people 

realize that freedom isn’t free – 
somebody’s got to pay the price.”

The price that those service 
members pay doesn’t end with their 
service, according to Mangum.

It’s something that is ingrained 
in veterans and something that 
shows in aspects of their lives.

“You can tell when you meet 
a veteran,” he said. “You know 
there is something about the vet-
eran that stands out. Whether it’s 
the glimmer in their eye, the way 
they stand, their demonstration of 
patriotism and their respect for the 
American flag – you can tell who’s 
a veteran.

“We need to recognize that they 
are Soldiers for life,” said Mang-
um. “We look to them to lead here 
at home just as they did when they 
were prosecuting our nation’s 
wars.”

Mangum asked how people can 

give back to those that have sac-
rificed for their nation when their 
time in service has ended, but said 
there is no one answer.

“It’s a question that should come 
to mind each and every day. Not 
just on Veterans Day,” he said. 
“The only answer that makes sense 
to me is to continue to thank them 
with each and every opportunity 
you get.”

The U.S. currently has the 
youngest population of veterans 
since the Vietnam war, with almost 
half of those serving in the mili-
tary between the ages of 22 and 
30, according to Mangum. Almost 
3 million young men and women 
have served since 9-11 and within 
the next five years, almost 500,000 
Soldiers will leave the Army to re-
turn to civilian life.

Mangum said that the Army is 
developing programs to help these 

Soldiers transition into civilian 
life.

“The Army is developing pro-
grams to connect them with em-
ployment, education and health 
resources, and provide opportu-
nities so they may continue to 
develop themselves as men and 
women of character and convic-
tion who can and will continue to 
make a difference in our commu-
nities,” he said.

He added that the local com-
munity should also show their ap-
preciation to veterans by affording 
them opportunities by giving them 
employment opportunities.

“You’ll have a tremendous asset 
by hiring a veteran and I promise 
you that they’ll bring leadership, 
commitment and discipline to your 
workplace,” said Mangum. “We 
owe veterans more than our silence, 
our memories and our thanks.”
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Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general, and Aviation Branch Command Sgt. Maj. James H. Thomson 
Jr. salute as they lay a wreath during a Veterans Day ceremony at Veterans Park Friday.

Hatch Stage Field goes Net Zero energy

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

ACS offers resilience training for Families
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The Family Member Resilience Training program is taught by Wil-
liam Allen, Luticia Trimble-Smith, Ruth Gonzalez and Karen Hayes 
of Army Community Service. The resilience training will be Mon-
day-Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at The Commons.See aCS, Page A5

Waste not. It is a common adage that many people 
have heard throughout life, but Fort Rucker is taking 
the saying to heart as it implements its first Net Zero 
energy facility, slated for completion by the end of De-
cember.

Hatch Stage Field is in the process of installing a 51-
kilowatt Photovoltaic array, which are solar panels that 
will be used to collect energy from the sun to convert 
into electricity, according to Candy Vaughan, Director-
ate of Public Works branch chief of utilities and energy 
management.

“The idea is for the field to be Net Zero, which means 
for us to generate more electricity than we use over the 
course of the year,” she said. “That will be the first place 
on Fort Rucker to go to Net Zero.”

The ultimate goal is complete Net Zero, according 
to Trevor Marshall, DPW energy engineer, which is in 
three components: Net Zero energy, Net Zero water and 
Net Zero waste.

“Net Zero energy is producing as much energy as is 
consumed, which we’re going to do at Hatch,” he said. 
“Net Zero water is turning water from aquifers, rainwa-
ter and things like that into useable water for irrigation 
purposes; and Net Zero waste is making sure that we 
don’t put any waste into landfills by recycling or re-
using what we can and turning any waste we can into 
energy.”

Vaughan said that the solar array is directly connect-
ed to Alabama Power’s electrical grid, so any energy 
that is generated at the facility that isn’t used can be fed 
back onto the grid.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Solar panels installed at Hatch Stage Field convert energy from the sun into us-
able electricity that can also be fed back onto Alabama Power’s electrical grid. 
The facility will be Fort Rucker’s first Net Zero facility, which means it produces 
more electricity than it consumes. See energy, Page A5
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Perspective

Sgt. Mark Turner, 
Fort Rucker Dental 

Clinic Command “I am thankful to be home 
with my wife. I have been 
gone for a year in Egypt. 
I get to spend time with 
Family again and I can be a 
husband to my wife again.” 

“I am most thankful for 
my Family and being able 
to provide for my Family 
without assistance.”  

“I am thankful to be able 
to be home this year to cel-
ebrate the holidays.”

“I am thankful for the 
chance to serve this 
country.”

CW3 Robert Moran, 
A Co. 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt. 

Andrew Lecuyer, 
Army veteran

CW2 Max Hall, 
Fort Bragg, N.C.

Thanksgiving Day is Thursday. 
What are you most thankful for?“ ”

“I am thankful for my Fam-
ily. Having children isn’t the 
easiest thing to do, but it 
was worth it.” 

Jennifer Wlasniewski, 
Army spouse
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What occupation will you pursue after 
you separate from the Army? Think hard. 
Is that what you really want to do?  

For some Soldiers, the transition back 
to civilian life is relatively easy. They 
have ideas, goals and back-up plans for 
civilian employment. They are undaunt-
ed, open-minded and flexible about how 
to get what they want.

But for other Soldiers, this transition 
is not so easy. Over the years, they may 
have set aside personal goals or lost sight 
of a few dreams. They felt too busy for 
hobbies or college classes and let military 
service envelop them. 

Consequently, it became more and 
more difficult for them to identify what 
it is that makes them truly happy. When it 
is time for these Soldiers to separate from 
military service, even the smallest deci-
sions can become difficult.  

Much to their dismay, the job search 
process does not start with resume writ-
ing. It must necessarily start with a com-
prehensive, honest self-assessment. If 
Soldiers have been out of touch with their 
true values, interests and strengths, they 
run the risk of pursuing the wrong voca-
tion or drifting toward the path of least 
resistance.

Don’t let that happen to you. Regard-
less of how much time you have left to 
serve in the Army, it is never too early to 
begin and maintain your vocational self-
assessment. There are many ways to keep 
in touch with the feelings that will lead 
you to the right civilian vocation. 

Answering the following types of ques-
tions is a good start.

Do you prefer working with people, •	
data or things?  
Do you prefer working indoors, out-•	
doors or a mix of both?  

Do you want to work for a large or •	
small company?  
Do you want to interact with others a •	
great deal, a little bit or not at all?  
Do you want to work independently •	
or on a team?  

Are you more comfortable as a team •	
leader or member?  
Which of your jobs in your past did •	
you enjoy the most? Why?  
What do you like to do in your spare •	
time?  What are your hobbies?  
Do you want to create, design, install, •	
troubleshoot, teach, travel, coordi-
nate, answer questions, ask questions, 
inspect, write, build, analyze or syn-
thesize?
If you had to describe five or six of •	
your happiest moments at work, 
would they have a common thread?  
What was it about those moments that 
gave you true satisfaction and what 
type of civilian environment might 
give you the same enjoyment?

There are thousands of similar ques-
tions to ask yourself in pursuit of self-
knowledge. I recommend reading “What 
Color is Your Parachute,” by Richard 
Bolles, or any other book that offers self-
assessment, long before your separation 
date.  

As you learn more about your own 
vocational values and preferences, you 
will be able to piece together a picture 
of what your next career will look like. 
As a result, when you finally do arrive at 
your transition point, deciding on objec-
tives, writing resumes, interviewing and 
evaluating job offers will be considerably 
easier. And your new civilian career will 
be financially, professionally and person-
ally rewarding.

Soldiers and their spouses are encour-
aged to attend a pre-separation briefing 
no later than one year prior to separation 
or two years prior to retirement. 

For more, call the ACAP Center at 255-
2558. 

By Bryan Tharpe
Fort Rucker Army Career and Alumni 
Program
Transition Services Manager

ACAP: Self-assessments 
important before job search

ACE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy
Have the courage to ask the question, but stay •	
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you •	
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy
Remove any means that could be used for self-•	

injury.
Calmly control the situation, do not use force.•	
Actively listen to produce relief.•	

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.•	
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a behavioral •	
health professional or a primary care provider.
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Winter tips for 4-legged Family members

Things can get hectic during 
the holidays with visiting Fam-
ily, travel plans and adjusting to 
the weather, but officials at the 
Fort Rucker Veterinary Clinic and 
Stray Facility offer tips on keep-
ing pets safe and happy during 
these hairy times. 

There are a lot of hazards that 
pets are exposed to during the 
holidays and keeping pets safe 
is a continuous duty during the 
winter months, according to Maj. 
Karen Kemdrick, head of the Fort 
Rucker Veterinary Treatment Fa-
cility.

“Keeping pets safe should be 
a top priority in any pet owner’s 
life and we just want to make sure 
Families are doing everything 
they can to keep their four-legged 
Family members safe during the 
holidays,” she said.

Winter poses special risks to 
pets. Give your pet a safer, health-
ier cold-weather season by fol-
lowing these tips: 

Keep indoor pets in a warm, •	
dry area free of drafts. Elevate 
your pet’s bed off the floor. 
Provide outdoor dogs and cats •	
with a dry, insulated pet house 
or shelter out of the wind. 
Bring your pet inside if the 
wind chill or other weather 
conditions become severe.
Feed your pet extra calories •	
when temperatures drop. 
Cats and kittens often nap on •	
warm car engines. Knock on 
the hood or honk the car, and 
then wait a few moments be-
fore starting the car. 
Pets like the smell and taste •	
of antifreeze, but even a small 
amount can kill them. Thor-
oughly clean up spills at once. 
Tightly close containers and 
store them where pets cannot 
get to them. 
Groom your dog regularly. •	
Your dog needs a well-
groomed coat to keep him 
properly insulated. Short- or 
coarse-haired dogs may get 
extra cold so consider a sweat-
er or coat. 

Don’t leave your dog alone in •	
a car. It gets too cold and car-
bon monoxide from an engine 
left running is dangerous. 

“Dogs cannot talk to us when 
they are sick, so as a responsible 
dog owner it is important to pay 
special attention to your dog’s 
well-being during the winter sea-
son,” said Kemdrick.

She reminds pet owners that  
pets can just as likely get de-
hydrated in the winter as in the 
summer, and, though Alabama 
winters are mild, frostbite is still 
a hazard.

“To prevent frostbite on ears, 
tails and paws don’t leave your 
dog outdoors for too long. Be 
very careful of supplemental heat 
sources, also. Fireplaces and por-
table heaters can severely burn 
your dog,” she said. 

She also said that, like people, 
dogs seem to be more susceptible 
to illnesses in the winter and to 
take pets to a veterinarian if any 
suspicious symptoms arise. 

“Don’t use over-the-counter 
medications on your dog without 

consulting a veterinarian,” she 
added. 

Other holiday hazards that pose 
a threat to pets during the festive 
season include:  

Holly, tinsel, mistletoe, poin-•	
settia, Christmas rose, philo-
dendron and dieffenbachia 
- are toxic to pets. Keep them 
out of your pet’s reach. 
Holiday lights on lower tree •	
branches. 
Electrical cords. Pets often •	
try to chew them and may get 
shocked or electrocuted. 
Glass or edible ornaments.•	
Live and artificial Christmas •	
trees. Both kinds of needles 
are sharp and indigestible. 
Alcohol and chocolate are •	
toxic for dogs, even in small 
amounts. 

In addition to these hazards that 
pets have to put up with, many 
people think that a new puppy or 
kitten is the best way to surprise 
a loved one, but animals and au-
thorities feel otherwise. 

“Pets don’t always make for the 
perfect gift for the holidays, and 

the stressful nature of the season 
can be too much for puppies, kit-
tens or adult rescues to handle,” 
said Kemdrick, adding that the 
added stress of a new pet during 
the season can also sometimes be 
too much for people, as well. 

“New puppies and dogs require 
extra attention and a stable envi-
ronment, which the holiday sea-
son doesn’t permit. Also, a puppy 
is not a toy or gift that can be re-
turned,” she said. 

Lisa Moore, animal health aide 
at the Stray and Adoption Facility 
agrees. 

“Animals being adopted need 
extra time and much one-on-one 
attention from new owners to 
work on house-training, getting 
introduced to other Family pets 
and just overall adjusting to a new 
environment,” she said.

Moore also advises that getting 
a pet as a gift for someone else, 
even if they indicate they want a 
pet, may not be a good decision.

“Never gift someone with an 
animal as a surprise. An animal is 
a huge time, attention, money and 

health care investment that can 
last up to 18 years.  The decision 
to have an animal is a personal 
choice and not to be made quickly 
or on a whim,” she said.

For those determined to get a 
pet for the holidays, Moore offers 
tips to care for the addition.

“Make sure you are able to 
spend focused time on helping 
the animal adapt to its new sur-
roundings. Also, be sure you have 
all necessary supplies and are able 
to spend time outside with house-
training. Take into account that if 
you are traveling for the holidays 
you need a plan for taking care of 
your new pet,” she said.

When thinking about holiday 
travel, Moore said it is a personal 
choice whether owners should 
take pets or board them, but if 
people choose to board, reserva-
tions need to be made weeks or 
months in advance.

 “If you will be traveling, make 
sure you bring all necessary sup-
plies from home — crates, food 
bowls, litter boxes, leashes, medi-
cations, etc.,” she said. “Also, 
make sure you have an escape-
proof area if dogs will be off the 
leash. Make sure you have your 
animal microchipped in case they 
do get lost, and keep your micro-
chip information updated when 
you move or change phone num-
bers,” she added.

 For Family coming to visit who 
may bring pets, Moore reminds 
that Dobermans, wolf-hybrids, 
Chow-Chows, Rottweiler’s and 
Pit-Bulls are currently prohibited 
on Fort Rucker.

 A lot of pets are exposed to un-
familiar Family members during 
the holidays and Moore advises 
to never force an animal reluctant 
to be petted to make contact.

“Let pets go at their own pace, 
especially with the smaller breed 
dogs that are often leery of small 
children’s sudden moves and loud 
gestures,” she said.

If pet owners have concerns 
or questions regarding care of 
pets during the winter season and 
holidays, contact the Fort Rucker 
Veterinary Treatment Facility at 
255-9061.

Photo by Sara E. Martin

Heather Miller, Army spouse, takes her Siberian Husky, Mila, out for a walk Tuesday.

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

News Briefs
Thanksgiving service

The Fort Rucker chaplaincy hosts the Community Thanksgiving Chris-
tian Service Wednesday at 11 a.m. at the Headquarters Chapel in Bldg. 109. 
The event will be a traditional ecumenical service that involves the people 
of Fort Rucker and the surrounding communities.

For more, call 255-2989 or 255-2012.

Commissary closure

The Fort Rucker Commissary will be closed Nov. 23 (Black Friday) 
because of historically low patronage on the day following Thanksgiving 
and also to reduce operational costs. To make up for the closure, the com-
missary will be open the Monday before Thanksgiving.

For more, call 255-9177.

Military pay closure

The Defense Military Pay Office will close at noon Dec. 7 for its holiday 
luncheon and off-site training. All DMPO customers are asked to visit the 

DMPO with their pay inquiries prior to the closure. 
Soldiers who have a military pay emergency or need to clear the DMPO 

during this time should call Christy Carter at 237-1968 or James Fails at 
470-4405 for assistance. The office will reopen Dec. 10 and begin new op-
erating hours of 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

South Carolina tax returns compromised 

In October, an international computer hacker broke into the South Caro-
lina Department of Revenue database and gained access to more than 3.6 
million state income tax returns. The hacked returns dated back to 1998 and 
included unencrypted social security numbers. Also compromised were 
over 16,000 credit and debit cards. 

People whose information has been compromised will receive a free 
year of identity protection service provided by Experian and paid for by 
the state.

For more, visit http://www.sctax.org/default.html.
Anyone who filed a South Carolina tax return from 1998 onward should 

call (866) 578-5422.

AAFES Black Friday

Military shoppers can come early and gobble up the savings as the Fort 
Rucker Post Exchange will open its doors at 4 a.m. Nov. 23 for “Black Fri-
day” sales. “From our Family to yours, happy Thanksgiving,” said the ex-
change’s main store manager, Don Walter Jr. “The day after is the unofficial 
holiday season for many Exchange shoppers. The deals we will be serving 
up will offer plenty of incentive to get up early.” Beginning at 4 a.m., the PX 
staff will pass out take-a-tickets for the most popular “doorbuster” items, as 
well as bounce back coupons that can be used throughout the weekend that 
add value and excitement to this year’s event, Walter said. 

For more, call 503-9044, Ext. 211.

College exam procedures change

Army education centers in the continental U.S. are no longer authorized 
to proctor college examinations. Students must contact their college testing 
department for other proctor options, or contact the Fort Rucker Education 
Center at 255-2925 for more information.

Stidley addresses flight medic course graduates

Seventeen Soldiers and two Sailors 
joined the ranks of specialized medics 
when they graduated from the U.S. Army 
School of Aviation Medicine’s Flight 
Medic course, Class 13–500, Nov. 2.

Guest speaker Command Sgt. Maj. Rich-
ard Stidley, U.S. Army Combat Readiness/
Safety Center, commended the graduates 
on their accomplishment and extended his 
gratitude for their willingness to embrace 
their role as flight medics.

“You wouldn’t be here now if you didn’t 
have what it takes to succeed in this line of 
work,” he said. “Look around the room, 
there’s some folks missing from day one. 
That’s because not everybody is cut out to 
do what’s expected of a flight medic.”

During the rigorous five-week course, 
students received training on pediatric ed-
ucation for pre-hospital professionals, ad-
vanced cardiac life support and advanced 
skills for treatment of a trauma patient. 
The culminating training event was a situ-
ational awareness training exercise con-
sisting of in-flight patient care and point 
of injury care.

“Looking into this crowd, I see the 
combat patches on your shoulders,” Stid-
ley said. “I know you know what life in 
theater is like. That experience, combined 
with the training you’ve received here, 

will serve you well as a flight medic.
“However, I caution you to stay humble 

and remember nothing can completely pre-
pare you for what lies ahead,” he added. 
“After that first mission, you’ll come back 
with a completely different perspective on 
life and what it means to be an American 
service member.”

Reflecting on his more than 33 years of 
Aviation service, Stidley shared with the 
graduates his experience of being mede-
vaced. 

“Unfortunately, I was medevaced out 
of theater twice, from Camp Taji, Iraq and 
again from Bagram, Afghanistan,” he said. 
“I’m thankful for the care I received from 
the medevac crew.

“As flight medics, you’ll see the best 
and the worst humanity has to offer,” Stid-
ley continued. “You’ll also see just how 
hard the human body and mind will fight 
to live. I am in constant awe of the abuse 
a person can suffer and still survive, with 
the right help. Now you are that help, the 
critical link that transcends death and turns 
back the tide toward life.”

Next, Col. Brian Smalley, USASAM 
dean, praised the graduates on their 
achievement and reinforced the impor-
tance of their training.

“Congratulations, you’ve graduated 
today and you’re flight medics,” he said. 
“From now on, you’ll need to work on 
maintaining your certification, maintaining 

your skills, and if you’re not a paramedic 
yet, you’ll be one soon. This course is just 
the beginning; it’s a lifetime of learning.”

“You are now part of an amazing and 

elite fraternity — do your brothers and sis-
ters proud, and always do the right thing,” 
Stidley said. “Good luck to you, and may 
God bless and protect you all.”

Photo by Lori Yerdon 

Col. Brian Smalley, Dean of the U.S. Army School of Aviation Medicine, Command Sgt. Maj. Richard Stid-
ley, U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Center command sergeant major, and 1st Sgt. Keith Schultz, 
USASAM first sergeant, congratulate Spc. Chad Bortle on his graduation from the Flight Medic course, 
Class 13-500, Nov. 2. 

By Lori Yerdon
U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Center
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FORT BLISS, Texas — Pre-
paring Soldiers for the Army of 
2020 means restructuring a criti-
cal link in the NCO Education 
System chain that prepares Sol-
diers for future leadership – the 
Warrior Leader Course. 

Gen. Robert W. Cone, com-
manding general of U.S. Army 
Training and Doctrine com-
mand, asked the commandant 
of the U.S. Army Sergeants Ma-
jor Academy, Command Sgt. 
Maj. Rory L. Malloy, to evalu-
ate whether or not the Warrior 
Leader Course was meeting the 
Army’s needs.

“When you get a request from 
the top to look into a course as 
important to the future of our 
Army as WLC, you know the 
boss is paying attention to his 
Soldiers,” Malloy said. 

The year-long analysis resulted 
in a number of suggested changes 
and improvements, which were 
tested during three iterations of 
the pilot course at Fort Hood and 
Fort Bliss, both in Texas. After 
the iterations were completed 
the changes were approved and 
the course was updated to reflect 
the assessment of training. Mod-
ifications to the WLC include 
changes in course length as well 
as subject improvements and ad-
ditions.

The length of the WLC will 
increase from 17 to 22 academic 
days. The academic day will be 
limited to 8 1/2 hours, resulting 
in time for reflection, and addi-
tional time to reinforce training 
in areas such as counseling and 
leadership.

The restructured WLC will also 
include 12 hours of map reading 
– four of which are introduced in 
the Structured Self-Development 
Level 1 as prerequisite for WLC, 
and the remaining eight will be 
taught in the WLC.

The addition of the Army 
Physical Fitness Test to the WLC 
will ensure Soldiers are capable 
of meeting the Army’s fitness, 

height and weight standards, 
Malloy said. 

He added that the inclusion of 
an NCO initiatives class was a 
valuable tool to keep Soldiers on 
the path to success.

“The best thing about the NCO 
initiatives class is there’s flexibil-
ity built into it, which allows for 
the insertion of new and emerg-
ing trends that Soldiers need to 
be aware of and keep up with,” 
Malloy said.

Two areas where training hours 
increased include instruction in 
writing NCO Evaluation Reports 
as well as a more comprehensive 
block of teaching in counseling. 

Malloy said while the 17-day 
program of instruction served 
Soldiers well, the change was 
necessary in order to provide the 
best training possible.

Changes to the course were 
the result of a comprehensive ap-
proach taken by USASMA. The 
commandant and his team used 
a variety of sources, including 
end-of-course surveys, working 
groups and a selection board to 
gather information and feedback 
from subject matter experts to 
compile data and provide a com-
prehensive picture of the course 
– both its strengths and possible 
areas to target for improvement.

“We put together a Critical 
Task Site Selection Board com-
prised of 29 leaders from the ac-
tive Army, the National Guard 
and the Army Reserve, from 
staff sergeants through com-
mand sergeants major,” Malloy 
said. “There were also master 
sergeants, sergeants first class 
and even officers on the board. 

We collected feedback from ma-
jor commands and noncommis-
sioned officer academy comman-
dants who included 12 month’s 
worth of end-of-course surveys 
from 32 NCO academies across 
the Army,” he said.

Active Army implementation 
of the new WLC will begin at the 
start of January 2013. 

Photo by Mikie Perkins 

Soldiers at the Warrior Leader Course work on squad tactics.

New Warrior Leader Course begins in January
By Mikie Perkins
U.S. Army Sergeants Major 
Academy
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about information and I truly believe that knowledge is 
power.”

Gonzalez said that reactions should be in the thought 
process, and a big problem that some people have is that 
they don’t think before reacting.

“Life is going so fast that when something happens, 
people usually just react,” she said. “In the class, we have 
the students stop and think about exactly what’s going 
through their minds, then we give them the tools they need 
to start working with those thoughts so when they do react, 
they are in control.”

The tools that are provided help people be in control and 
help them communicate with Family, friends, coworkers 
or anyone they come in contact with in their lives.

A portion of the class is about assertive communication 
and how people react to positive news, said Gonzalez.

“It’s one of those light-bulb moments that our students 
get,” she said. “A lot of times when we receive positive 
news from a Family member, we take it for granted.”

The program helps people see how they treat their Fam-
ily members and the difference in reactions they have 
based on the relationships they have with loved ones.

“We react differently to them. We might blow them off 
or act nonchalant, but that’s how relationships can break 
up sometimes,” said Gonzalez. “It’s a real ‘aha’ moment 
for some and it’s a very enlightening part of class.”

As a military Family member, Gonzalez said she has 
been through resilience training and is able to see how the 
training has helped in her life.

“I’ve learned to control some of my reactions and it’s 
just helped me understand why I react to some things,” 
she said. “This training is not designed to change someone 
and it’s a lot of stuff people already know, they just didn’t 
know how to do it.

“If I had this training earlier in life … it would have 
made life a lot easier,” she said.

Another part of the class is called “putting it in perspec-
tive,” which deals with worst-case scenarios.

“This portion of the class is a really hard class to go 
through, but some of our spouses could possibly go 
through that worst-case scenario,” said Gonzalez, adding 
that it’s a necessary part of the training.

Although the training takes people through worst-case 
scenarios, Gonzalez said that it’s still a fun experience for 
Family members to participate in.

“It’s not just sitting in a classroom and having someone 
speak at you,” she said. “We use a lot of videos, a lot of 
humor and lot of discussion – real-life examples.”

The real-life testimonials that people share help to push 
the class along and give others something to relate to.

“People will tell their stories and how they worked 
through it, and that’s what makes it real,” said Gonzalez. 
“Life is messy, but if we use tools to fix it and we see how 
it works, it’ll be OK.”

To register for the class or for more information, call 
255-3817 or 255-3735.

“We will still have a monthly fee [with 
the power company], but what we will not 
pay is the avoided cost,” she said. “As we 
put electricity back on their grid, they will 
credit us the amount that the [power com-
pany] doesn’t have to spend to create that 
electricity.”

The amount of electricity being fed back 
onto the grid should offset the electrical 
cost and more, according to Marshall.

“The solar panels create the electricity 
in direct current and then an inverter will 
convert that electricity in alternate current,” 
he explained. “The electricity will then go 

to Alabama Power’s transformer and step 
it up to their distribution voltage, and from 
there it can go anywhere on their distribu-
tion system. They will look at how much 
were sending out versus how much we’re 
receiving and be able to credit our bill ac-
cordingly.”

The solar array will generate about 73,000 
kilowatt-hours per year, while Hatch Stage-
field uses about 20,000 kWh per year, ac-
cording to Vaughan.

The new system will save Fort Rucker 
thousands of dollars a year in energy costs 
in an area that has a high rate of energy con-
sumption, according to Marshall.

“It was decided that Hatch Stage Field 

[receive the solar array] because there is a 
higher rate there,” said Vaughan. “Solar ar-
rays are high-cost projects, so it just made a 
lot more sense to use it where the rates are 
higher, and Hatch has its own electrical ac-
count and the rate was significantly higher 
than the main post.”

She added that the installation of the solar 
array at Hatch could be a preview of what’s 
to come at other facilities on post.

“We would like to do it in areas that 
makes sense like the stage fields where the 
energy cost is high,” said Vaughan. “As the 
cost of these solar panels are coming down, 
we’re getting closer to being able to do this 
in more locations.”

Although the cost of solar panels is still 
high, Vaughan said the project at Hatch cost 
Fort Rucker nothing.

“We had some equipment at one of the 
main electric substations that were dam-
aged in 2004,” she said. “It was determined 
that repairs needed to the equipment were 
not cost effective and Alabama Power, 
along with other companies, removed the 
generators and credited Fort Rucker with 
the equipment to apply to this project.

“This is important from an energy per-
spective because it increases our [sense of] 
security,” said Marshall. “If we can produce 
our own renewable energy, then we’re not 
relying on outside sources to supply us.”
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COUNSELING PLUS
“Your Source of Comprehensive

Counseling with a Christian Option.”
• Behavioral Problems
• Academic Problems

• Marital Problems • Depression
• Anxiety • ADHD

Call for an
appointment today!

334-774-5300 or
334-774-5219

258 South Painter Ave.
Ozark, AL

www.CounselingPlus.net

John D. Rook,
MS, NCC, LPC, DCC

Tricare, AllKids, BC/BS
& Most Other Insurance Plans Accepted
Doctor’s referral accepted

but not required
— All Military Families Welcome —

Energy: Solar array to cut energy costs at Hatch
Continued from Page A1

ACS: Program provides tools for control, communication
Continued from Page A1
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NEW CONSTRUCTION
$149,500

203 WINTERBERRY

NEW CONSTRUCTION
$149,500

205 WINTERBERRY

NEW CONSTRUCTION
$163,500

209 WINTERBERRY

STARTING AT

$149,500
COME SEE THESE BEAUTIFUL HOMES

OPEN: SUNDAY 1:00 - 3:00

VISIT OUR YOUTUBE
REAL ESTATE CHANNEL

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

212 GEORGE WALLACE: Perfectly placed & loaded with
potential. 2300± SF that seems larger. Huge living room,
separate den/family room, dining area plus large eat-in
kitchen with counter. 3BR/2BA, a heated/cooled sun room,
1-car attached garage, 2-car attached carport. Lovely corner
lot with oasis for a back yard. Gunite pool refinished in 2008 surrounded by huge
sago palms, fig trees & red tops. Have a seat in the poolside swing & relax. 9 closets!
JAN SAWYER 406-2393

$175,400

SATURDAY 1:00 – 3:00
113 Pa�isades • NICOLE ANNICELLI 464-0782

SUNDAY 1:00 – 3:00
103 & 102 Vintage • LUDA STRECK 449-2826

SUNDAY 1:00 – 3:00
106 Regal • NICOLE ANNICELLI 464-0782

SUNDAY 1:00 – 3:00
The Cottages at Woodland Park

NEW CONSTRUCTION starting at $149,500
MAGGIE HAAS 389-0011

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

4503 HWY 123: Large oak shaded lot with 3BR/2BA & a bonus
room. Conveniently located. PAT LEGGETT 406-7653

$95,000

115 CREEKE: Great 2BR/2.5BA townhouse in nice neighborhood convenient to
everything and to Ft Rucker back gate. Move-in condition. Why pay rent when you
can own? CINDY HARPER 517-5618

$107,000

106 FIELDCREST: 3BR/2BA, attractive home nestled in
mature trees & flowers (azalea bushes). Fenced & private ,
no neighbors behind house, covered front porch & screened
back porch. Very nice plus fish pond. ANGIE GOODMAN
464-7869

$125,000

163 COUNTY RD 556 ~ $402,270 ~ POOL

JUST LISTED
JIMMY JONES 406-1752

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

JUST LISTED
DEBBIE SUNBROCK 460-9079

209 YELLOWLEAF ~ $138,000

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

NEW CONSTRUCTION

46 RICHARD: Just one minute from the Ft Rucker gate, open
floor plan, large pantry, ceramic tile in kitchen & bathrooms,
walk-in closets, ceiling fans. Seller is AL licensed builder &
agent if family member & licensed agent in the state of AL.
LUDA STRECK 449-2826

$115,000
JACKIE THOMPSON 406-3436

211 WINDOVER WAY

128 CHERRY: in downtown Bellwood, this 2BR/1.5BA duplex
is rented out. All appliances to include washer/dryer. Carpet &
tile floors. Convenient to Ft Rucker, Enterprise, Dothan & the
beaches. EVELYN HITCH 406-3436

$150,000

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
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PASAB, Afghanistan — When 
I was asked to meet and capture 
the lives of the medevac crews of 
C Company, 3rd Battalion, 25th 
Aviation Regiment, 25th Com-
bat Aviation Brigade, located at 
Pasab, a small outpost in a high-
ly-active and dangerous region 
of Afghanistan located west of 
Kandahar Airfield, I was slightly 
concerned.

I expected to meet a rag-tag 
group of medevac crews. It would 
have to make sense, I thought. 
Pasab has the most challenging 
medevac missions in Regional 
Command-South due to the high 
frequency of missions and trau-
matic nature of the injuries com-
mon in the area. 

Pasab averages 30 percent of 
all Category Alpha medevac mis-
sions in RC-South. The medevac 
crews at Pasab also see the worst 
injuries as they only respond to 
urgent medical calls, known as 
CAT-A missions. These are calls 
with injuries, such as a multiple 
amputee patients, that require a 
response from mission start to 
medical facility delivery of less 
than one hour — known as the 
golden hour.

When I arrived to meet the 
medevac crews, I was greeted by 

a very energetic Capt. Margaret 
Larson, a pilot and the executive 
officer for C Co., 3rd Bn., 25th 
Avn. Regt. She gave me a two-
minute tour of their footprint. 
There were two sleep tents and a 
third tent that served as an opera-
tions center and crew rest area.

As Larson introduced me to 

the Pasab flight crews, I noticed 
my expected vision of them was 
way off. These were professional 
Soldiers with overall impressive 
statures.

“We send our strongest flight 
medics out here because of inju-
ries we see,” explained Larson. 
“This area is the worst, so we 

need Soldiers that can handle it.”
I sat down with many of the 

crew members who were eager to 
share their experiences.

The Soldiers explained some of 
the challenges of life in Pasab.

First was the secret behind their 

See Medevac Page B4

JOINT BASE 
MCGUIRE-DIX-LAKE-
HURST, N.J. — In response 
to the devastating effects of 
Hurricane Sandy, Soldiers 
from the 10th Mountain 
Division deployed to New 
York City and New Jersey 
to support refueling op-
erations throughout the im-
pacted area. 

Support Soldiers with the 
710th Brigade Support Bat-
talion, 3rd Brigade Combat 
Team, are using a train-
ing area near Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst 
as their base of operations. 
From there, convoys of fuel 
trucks roll out to various lo-
cations affected by the mas-
sive hurricane to provide 
desperately-needed fuel. 

Soldiers in A Company, 
710th BSB are operating 
out of Fort Hamilton, N.Y. 
From that base of opera-
tions, the company has a 
fuel point set up for gov-
ernment and emergency 
response vehicles to re-
ceive free fuel to continue 
responding to emergencies 
and other needs around the 
city. 

“This is absolutely criti-
cal to have (those) fueling 
operations,” said William 
Hansel, task force safety 
officer at Fort Hamilton. 
“That speeds up operations 
and keeps the first respond-
ers and the people on the 
ground (able to) accomplish 
the mission.” 

The company also runs 
daily missions to various 
locations throughout the 
city to refuel emergency 
vehicles that are spearhead-
ing the relief and recovery 
missions throughout the 
borough of Brooklyn. 

“We’re providing some 
gasoline to emergency re-
sponders, (and) Department 
of Defense officials that are 
in the area, as well as pro-
viding diesel to them,” said 
Capt. Johnny Ballam, com-
mander of A Company.

One of A Co.’s fuel trucks 
could be seen directly out-
side of Battery Park in Man-
hattan, supporting the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers’ 
mission there by providing 
them with much-needed 
fuel for their vehicles. 

Despite the extensive 

10th CAB assists with recovery

‘Task 
Force 
Support’ 
Soldiers 
provide 
relief 

Receiving supplies
Spc. Pete Sigala, a helicopter landing zone sling load specialist from Headquarters Company, 626th BSB, 3rd BCT “Rakkasans,” 101st Abe. Div. (Air Assault), awaits as a civilian 
contracted air asset helicopter approaches for a sling load of supplies at FOB Salerno, Afghanistan, Nov. 5. Sling loads help resupply Soldiers at outlining Combat Outposts and 
FOBs with essential items such as fuel, water, food and other supplies.

photo by Sgt. 1st Class Abram Pinnington

FORT DRUM, N.Y. — In the aftermath 
of Hurricane Sandy, the federal govern-
ment called upon 10th Combat Aviation 
Brigade personnel and assets to assist in 
the recovery of affected areas. 

About 100 Aviators and support per-
sonnel of Task Force Phoenix departed 
Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield, Oct. 31, for 
Hanscom Air Force Base, Mass., with four 
HH-60M medevac helicopters and four 
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters. Two CH-
47F Chinook helicopters transported per-
sonnel and maintenance and communica-
tion equipment. 

“We are the face of the Army and the 
10th Mountain Division,” said Lt. Col. 
Anthony A. Meador, commander of 3rd 
Battalion, 10th General Support Aviation 
Battalion, TF Phoenix, 10th CAB. “We are 
going to show that the Army can and will 
respond.” 

The task force recently returned from 

four weeks of training at the National 
Training Center in Fort Irwin, Calif., and 
had to repack their bags for the current 
mission.

“Undoubtedly, we have been training 
hard, and the effects of continuous op-
erations have taxed our Soldiers and their 
Families,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Peter 
J. Garretson III, senior enlisted adviser of 
TF Phoenix. “However, we are Soldiers 
and are honored to have been called upon 
to support our fellow Americans in a time 
of dire need. We are committed, unwaver-
ing and will not fail.” 

Two UH-60 Black Hawks were called 
upon Nov. 1, to transport Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency Region II 
representatives along the coastline of Mas-
sachusetts and Rhode Island to conduct a 
damage assessment from the air. 

TF Phoenix was directed to move its op-
erations to Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lake-
hurst, N.J., Nov. 3, to support recovery 
efforts in the New Jersey and New York 
City areas.

Medevac central: A glimpse at one of the 
busiest operating locations in Afghanistan

CW3 Richard Swan (front), originally from San Antonio, and CW2 Jesse Chambers, originally from Austin, Texas, both 
pilots assigned to F Co., 1st Bn. 171st Avn. Regt., out of Texas, who are attached to C Co., 3rd Bn., 25th Avn. Regt., 25th 
CAB, conduct pre-flight checks on their UH-60 Black Hawk as they prepare to launch from Pasab, Afghanistan, on a CAT-A 
medevac mission.

Photo by Sgt. Randy Ojeda

Spc. Gabriel J. Nieman, a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crew chief with 3rd Bn., 10th GSAB, TF Phoenix, 
10th CAB, looks out at the southern Rhode Island coastline, Nov. 1. Two UH-60 Black Hawks transported 
FEMA Agency Region II representatives to assess damage along the coast.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Todd L. Pouliot

By Staff Sgt. Todd L. Pouliot
10th CAB Public Affairs 

By Capt. Richard Barker 
25th CAB Public Affairs

By Sgt. Melissa Stewart
3rd BCT, 10th Mtn. Div. 

See Relief, Page B4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

YARD & ESTATE SALES

MERCHANDISE
ANTIQUES

BUILDING MATERIALS

FIREWOOD & FUEL

HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

MUSICAL

FREE ADS
TREASURE SEEKERS

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

HORSES & CATTLE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
RESTAURANT &FOOD SERVICE

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION
BOATS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

AUTO PARTS & EQUIPMENT

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

Need a New Home?
Check out the Classifieds

WIREGRASS LIQUIDATION OUTLET
NOW OPEN ON SUNDAY 1-5 PM.
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 AM - 6 PM.
WHY PAY RETAIL WHEN YOU CAN BUY

100’S OF ITEMS AT OR BELOWWHOLESALE?
LOCATED AT 231 S. & RCC, DOTHAN NEXT
TO SOUTHSIDE KMART.. 334-714-9658

RETIRED MILITARY ESTATE SALE
∂ 106 Chewalla Drive - ENTERPRISE ∂
Friday 11/16 & Saturday 11/17

From 8 am Until 2 pm
www.wiregrassestatesales.com

OLD SOUTH ANTIQUE MALL
Open House Sat Nov 17th 10am - 5pm

Up to 40% Off A-9 Booth
1861 Reeves Street Dothan 334-794-7568

Liveable Building
24ft x 32ft All new Interior. Needs Be Move.

$10,000. Call 850-526-0114

FIREWOOD for Sale! Good Prices!
You Cut or We Cut! Delivery Available in
Certain Areas. Call for More Info!

Tree clearing and clean-up available also.
Priced According to Load Size. 334-735-2957

SEASONED SPLIT
OAK FIREWOOD
$75. Will deliver.

Call 334-685-1627 or 334-798-3040

Split Oak Firewood, Delivered in Wiregrass.
$75 For a Full sized Pickup load. $12 for 5
Gallon bucket of kindling wood. 334-393-9923

†† DIABETIC TEST STRIPS NEEDED ††
I BUY SEALED/UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

STEEL BUILDINGS! 5 Repo Buildings Left. Huge
Savings Sell for Balanced Owed. 20x26, 30x40,
40x86. Call Today (866)-467-9332
www.SteelArchBuildings.com

Electric Piano, Yamana Clavinova CVP208,
Handbooks included, Good Condition,
Excellent Gift Idea! $1500 334-790-3450

Band Saw: Dewalt, 6 amp $100. 334-498-0477
Couch , reclines, La-Z-Boy, $100 334-684-6235
Double Mattress/box spring $200. 347-7833
Hammer drill: charger, bits, $100. 334-498-0477
Hunting house ,12’high,metal,$500 334-618-4363
Milwaukee Sawzall: case incl $25. 334-498-0477
Tripod Pipe Vice: 1/8"-2½" $50. 334-498-0477
Wheelchair , elec. Jazzy $450 334-596-2216

English Bulldog Puppies AKC. Championship
bloodlines. Mother and father both on site.
$1,700. First shots and vet health checked.
Call Tony 334-684-6140 or text 334-313-7217
Free Rescued Dogs for VERY Loving Homes,
Black Labs, Beautiful Pitts , Brindle Puppy,
German Shepherd Mix, Pyranees, More
DOTHAN. All Shots 334-791-7312

Free Rescued Dogs to GOOD homes ONLY.
Many breeds, S/W, Call 334-791-7312!

Maltese AKC Pups!
Will be small. S/W,
M & F. Ready Now!

Will Deliver!
Call 334-703-2500

Yorkie-Poos on Sale $225.,
Ready Now Yorkies!

Taking deposit on Chorkies.
r 334-718-4886 q

Aplin Farms
You Pick

Tomatoes * Sweet Corn *
Peas * Peppers *

Turnip - Mustard greens
& Pumpkins

Open Mon-Sat. 8-6
r 334-726-5104 q

FRESH
GREEN
PEANUTS
850-209-3322 or

850-573-6594 850-352-2199
r 4128 Hwy 231

MILLS
PRODUCE

Slocomb Tomatoes
Cane Juice - Greens
Sweet Potatoes
Hot Boiled Peanuts
Citrus Hwy 52 W
Malvern
334-712-0700

Satsumas! Cherokee Satsumas
Available at Cherokee Ranch;1525 Fairview
Rd. Marianna 850-579-4641 or 850-573-0885

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE
WE CRACK PECANS!!!

HOME GROWN TOMATOES!
Plenty of Greens & Frozen
Peas & Butterbeans!

And Other Fresh Vegetables!!
All Farm Fresh!

220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

Large rolls of Hay for Sale
Bahia & Coastal

Daytime 334-585-3039 ,
after 5pm & weekends 585-5418

HORSE FOR SALE – Black & White spotted
mare, gaited, 19 years old, excellent pleasure
horse, 15.1 hands, $1,250. Call 334-685-1627.

HORSE TRAILER: 2004 Super Bee
2 horses, walk-thru, bumper pull, double
dutch doors, padded sides & butt bars, $2,995
OBO. Call 334-685-1627

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract to small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

FORT RUCKER’S RUCKER LANES
NOW HIRING

"BOWLING ASSISTANT MANAGER"

SALARY $24-32K WITH BONUS
POTENTIAL BASED ON EXPERIENCE AND

QUALIFICATIONS

REGULAR FULL-TIME POSITION WITH
BENEFITS, TO INCLUDE MEDICAL AND
LIFE INSURANCE, 401K, VACATION

Experience in Bowling, Bingo, Gaming
and/or Casual Dining Management an

absolute requirement!

Only the "Superstars Of Service" need
apply. Must be experienced and have
an over the top service attitude.
Flexible work schedules, afternoons,

nights and weekends.

APPLY THROUGH USA JOBS ON
http://www.usajobs.gov/

1.Type Fort Rucker in the "Where" search box.
2. Click Search Jobs. 3. Click on announcement

and read How To Apply Section

CDL Training Alabama
WIA & GI Bill Funded
1-800-388-7569

Classes Forming Now
for Medical Assisting,
Electrical Trades and

More!
Call Fortis College

Today! 888-202-4813 or
visit www.fortiscollege.edu. For consumer

information visit www.fortis.edu

GREENTREE
APARTMENTS
$ 300. - $ 355.
* NO PETS!
Call: 334-347-2927

3BR/2BA 3 Whitney St.
Cotton Creek Subdivision
2 car garage, 1515SF, all
stainless steel appliances.
Avail. Sept 15th. $1,100. Mo

Call 334-406-9752, 740-362-2071 or
740-816-1724, Email: ackerca@aol.com

New family rental homes in
Troy. Available 1/1/13.

Whitewater Properties LLC
Email for info and application
Cootk@mindspring.com

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 10AM-5PM
BEAUTIFUL HOME FOR "RENT."

3 WHITNEY IN COTTON CREEK SUBDIVISION
Call 334-406-9752, 740-362-2071 or
740-816-1724, Email: ackerca@aol.com

Rentals in Enterprise: 3BR/2BA Home 1400SF
Avail. Dec 1st. Pets ok w/Dep. $650.Mo+ 1st/last.
4BR/2.5 Large Home with 3000SF large lot
with tons of extra. $1,250. Mo. + 1st/last.
Must have Reference. Call 334-685-1248
Very Nice Rental in Daleville 4BR/2BA
Extra clean, fresh paint throughout, large
storage building & huge fenced yard.
No Pets. $725. Mo. Call 334-207-0677

3BR, 2 bath: Appliances including refrigerator
w/ice & water dispenser, blinds, curtains, vinyl
siding & skirting, walk-in closet, garden tub,
shingle roof, ramp, deck, pantry, ceiling fans in
all living areas, FPL, mantel, laundry room.
Blocks for relocation. $35,000. 985-707-6054

FACTORY DIRECT

Packages From

$4,995
All Welded

All Aluminum Boats

www.xtremeindustries.com

850-547-9500 Bonifay, FL

2011 Winnebago Access
26Q with only 1,500 miles.
V10 gas engine. Slideout.
Sleeps 6, Master bedroom,
microwave/convection
oven, fridge, freezer and

range w/oven, 2 LCD TVs, radio and rear cam-
era. Asking $70,000. Call Rodney 334-333-2044.

GMC 2000 Jimmy , 4 wheel drive. Motor good,
transmission good, has bent frame and crack
radiator, interior good. $600 obo. Call Justin at
850-272-8335.

Chevrolet 2001 Metro LSi. Automatic transmis-
sion, bucket seats, AM/FM radio. 84,200 miles.
White interior/grey exterior. Good, clean, de-
pendable car. Perfect for a student. GREAT
GAS MILEAGE. Simple...compact... sporty...easy
to drive. $3000 OBO. Call: 334-790-7515 (leave
message)

Chevrolet 2008 Malibu LT
Maroon w/ gray interior,
satellite radio, sunroof,
MP3 outlet, 28k miles,
$15,250. Call 334-797-0987
Chrysler 2007 Town &
Country Touring .
Loaded, 3rd seat, front and
rear air, 100,000 miles.
Excellent condition, clean,

wholesale, $7,400. Call 334-790-7959.
DIAMOND J TRAILERS, U Park & U Sell. Great
Low Prices, Financing Available. Info and drop
box on lot. 231 S. Across from Wal-Mart. 334-
301-3772.

Dodge, 2010 Challenger ;
FULLY LOADED with 22in
rims, new tires, heated
seats, power everything,

cd player and much more. Has every option
available. Has 23,000 miles and 7 year bumper
to bumper. $34,000 Call Scott at 334-596-9444.
Have kids; Please, No Calls After 9 PM

Dodge 2012 Charger,RARE
One Of A Kind! Candy Ap-
ple Triple Coat Red, LOAD-
ED, Red/Black Leather In-

terior, Sound System, Front/Back seats heated
& A/C, Heated & A/C cup holders! Touchscreen
DVD/CD Player, $37,000 Call Scott 334-596-
9444. Have kids; Please, No Calls After 9 PM

ü DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE? GOT BAD CREDIT? ü
$0 Down/1st Payment, Tax, Tag & Title
Repos, Slow Credit, Past Bankruptcy OK!
Push, Pull or Drag, Will Trade Anything!

First Payment 30 Days Out!
RIDE TODAY! Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550

Hyundai 2001 Accent GL,
automatic, 4 cylinder, 4
door, 65,000 miles, clean,
$3895. Call 334-790-7959.

Mercedes 2006 SL500,
For Sale By Owner NADA:
$29,599, Sell: $25,999.
Call 334-714-2700.

Pontiac 1977 Grand Prix: Beautiful Classic Car
that needs to be restored. $1,000. OBO Call 334-
735-5213 or 334-807-1309
Volkswagen 2012 Jetta 2.5 SE. 3800 miles.
25mpg city/33mpg hwy. Leather seats. Sun-
roof. Power locks and windows. Bluetooth with
touch screen stereo. Keyless remote entry.
Must sell. Moving out of the country. Asking
$18,000. Call 334-805-0719. Dothan

2006 Suzuki Boulivard
C50T: Like new.3950 orig
miles. Oil water changed
regularly. Serviced yearly
by Suzuki. Fuel-injected 50
ci 8 valve liquid cooled, 45
degree V-twin. GSX-R elec-
tronic fuel injection. Owner

added light bar Cobra Freeway Bars Passenger
floorboards brakeAway cruise control wind-
shield bag light visors 2 helmets traffic light
switcher. Gun metal black $5,500. 334-774-3986

Chevrolet 2008 Tahoe , Fully loaded, 88K miles,
white with tan interior Excellent condition 334-
695-0355
Chevy 2001 Tahoe LT Group, one owner, fully
loaded, leather seats, 142K miles, good condi-
tion $6,800 334-695-9300

Chrysler 2006 Pacifica,
NADA: $6599, Price:
$5299. Call 334-714-2700.

GMC 2008 Acadia SLT:
White, loaded with leather
seats, satelite radio, on-
star, V6, 104k mi, extended
warranty up to 135k miles.
$20,250. Call 334-797-0987

Lexus 2003 LX470 -One owner, garage kept,
light beige, 120K miles, $22,500 334-687-5283

Chevorlet 2012 Silverado
LT 1500: ext. cab, gray,
5.3 Engine, Brand New,
3000 miles. $26,900.
Call 334-714-7251.

Ford 1999 Pick up F-350,
Refrigerated body,

7X10X6, Carrier Sunbird
unit, 5-speed standard
transmission, trailer hitch

equipped. Excellent Condition. $8,500
Call 334-791-9099

FORD 2008 F-150 XLT:
Supercrew 4x4,
37k miles, 5.4 liter V8,
towing package, one own-
er, garage kept, all mainte-
nance records, white

exterior and grey interior. $23,900.
Call (334) 798-3617

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

BOAT REPAIR

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

Want to sell your
AUTOMOBILE?

Place a Classified Ad
TODAY!

Landscape IrrigationExperts
Specialists in Lawn Sprinkler Systems

& Landscape Upgrades

1-888-569-9600
www.landscapeexpertsal.com

Rhino Boats

Joe’s Motor Service
Hwy 52 E • Hartford, AL 36344

334-588-2968

Delight Cleaning ServiCe

Licensed & Insured

• Home • Church • Commercial
Best service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner
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OPELIKA-AUBURN NEWS

THE DOTHAN PROGRESS
THE EUFAULA TRIBUNE

Call a Classified
Sales Representative
for Employment Advertising,
Real Estate,Transportation,
Merchandise, Recreation,

Farm & Garden, Pets
& Announcements

at 702-6060 or (800) 779-2557
to place your ad in

WORDTHE

TOWN...
AROUND

DOTHAN EAGLE

John Deere 2011 6430 Farm Tractor , Cab and
Air Conditioner, 2 WD, 100 HP, Warranty,
Excellent Condition, $54,000 334-726-6855

Kobelco Excavator large machine 35 ft. reach,
2 yard bucket, runs good. Owner Financing
$25,000. 386-312-6363. Heavy Equipment.

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

WE PAY Ca$H

FOR JUNK CARS!!!!!!

Call 334-818-1274

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$325 & s Complete Cars
CALL 334-702-4323 OR 334-714-6285

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

- Guaranteed
Highest prices paid
for old Farming

Equipment, Tractors,
Semi Junk Cars
Nothing to big,
nothing to small

So call a Cash Cow Now !

r 850-849-6398
For your Convience FREE Pick up!



damage caused by the storm to the area, 
the city and its residents are recovering, 
with the help of emergency responders 
and support Soldiers from 710th BSB. 

“It’s New York City, they are very resil-
ient. They have been through 9/11. They 
are recovering. There are some outlying 
areas not Manhattan specific, but there are 
some other areas that are really suffering 
right now,” said Hansel. 

Since establishing their fuel point at 
Fort Hamilton last Wednesday, more than 
50 vehicles have received fuel. 

“We were brought here to Fort Hamil-
ton to provide fuel support to emergency 
vehicles, government personnel, things 
like that, so they can go out and help the 
public,” said 2nd Lt. Joseph Feathers, 3rd 
platoon leader, Supply Support Activity in 
A Co., 710th BSB. “Everyone has been re-
ally grateful, they are happy to see us, kind 
of surprised to see us sometimes.”

While the 710th BSB Soldiers only re-
ceived word of this mission just days prior 
to deploying, they were still able to react 
quickly and move on with the mission. 

“We came in Saturday afternoon — the 
leadership and the staff — and we began 
planning through that,” Ballam said. “We 
mobilized some troops Saturday evening 
to help prep vehicles. Sunday, all day was 
preparation and staging. We ended up roll-
ing Monday, when the official order came 
out. I think the response time was very 
rapid; it was very quick and I think it was 
efficient.” 

Soldiers working from Fort Hamilton 
are running 24-hour operations at the fuel 
point, and live out of two empty apartments 
that were provided by the military installa-
tion, and sleeping in cots, sometimes five 
people to one room. Despite the long work 
hours and somewhat austere living condi-
tions, the Soldiers remain motivated and 
ready to assist. 

“They are doing great. They are very 
motivated and happy to be here and help 
out,” Feathers said. 

“I think this is a great opportunity for 
them to not only support the local commu-
nity and the community of New York City 
in a time of need, but it’s a great oppor-
tunity for them to do their jobs and their 
military functions,” Ballam said.

high levels of energy and calm. Due to the nature of the 
Pasab mission, no single medevac crew is allowed to stay 
in Pasab for more than two weeks at a time. Instead they 
rotate out to Pasab from Kandahar Airfield, on an either 
weekly or bi-weekly basis depending on the mission 
tempo.

The one to two weeks they are at Pasab, though, are 
rough, as the crews cannot leave the small area they op-
erate in. There are two full crews at Pasab, which rotate 
every 24 hours from being first responder to second re-
sponder. As a result, if there are two missions, everyone 
is flying. 

Members of the crew explained this can mean long 
times without showers, and that they find the time to 
sleep and eat when they can. Sleeping sometimes comes 
in spurts while food comes from piles of care packages 
stacked in the corner of their operations tent.

Regardless, they all expressed a love for what they do.
“I like doing what I do,” said Spc. Arnell James, a flight 

medic for C Co., 3rd Bn., 25th Avn. Regt., from Savan-
nah, Ga., who has been on the Pasab rotation five times. 
“I like the mission tempo and being able to do our job, to 
be able to use the skills we trained for.”

I was informed that some of the medics on the crews 
were not flight medics, rather medics who served as a sec-
ond hand to the flight medics. While this is not a common 

practice, it is deemed necessary in Pasab. 
Spc. John Hill, a medic with 209th Headquarters and 

Headquarters Support Company, 209th Aviation Support 
Battalion, 25th CAB, and a native of Austin, Texas, is one 
of the selected “second-hand” flight medics at Pasab. 

“I signed up to be a medic to help other people,” said 
Hill, who is on his second rotation to Pasab. “That’s the 
kind of person missions like this need; someone who 
wants to help but doesn’t expect anything in return.”

The crews began to share their lighter and humorous 
stories. One involved a miscommunication where a call 
over the radio to request a replacement crew chief due to 
losing one from “intestinal distress” was wrongly heard 
as “emotional distress.” To make a long story short, the 
poor crew chief, who was simply trying to relieve his 
“intestinal distress” in a nearby portable bathroom, was 
surprised to find an army of leadership was outside trying 
to talk him out before he hurt himself from “emotional 
distress.”

Wow.
The humorous stories continued when a loud, alerting 

sound came from the operations desk where all medevac 
missions and updates are monitored. Everyone was on 
their feet in an instant, many gone with amazing haste. 
Others stood ready to take action as they waited for the 
official call. 

“It’s just a weather update,” yelled the operations ser-
geant. The Soldier standing closest to me took a deep 

breath, placed one hand on his heart and another on my 
shoulder as he told me the adrenaline was always pump-
ing around there.

The crews slowly returned to sit around and share some 
more. For some reason, the false alarm caused the crews 
to start sharing their sadder stories.

“The harder days are when we have to go pick up kids,” 
said James, as he stared down at his feet. “It hits close to 
home. I picked up a girl once who looked just like my 
daughter.”

The crews started to discuss other challenges at Pasab, 
ranging from extreme, dusty environments to the threat 
of land mines on landing zones and common instances of 
random gun fire.

The discussion turned to treating Afghan National 
Army soldiers.

“Treating local nationals can be a challenge,” said James 
explaining they sometimes resist treatment. “Some have 
never seen a helicopter and they get scared, and on top of 
that we have the language barrier. But we push through it, 
we do our job and we are successful.”

The Pasab medevac crews have a 98-percent success 
rate of retrieving, treating and transporting their patients 
to a medical facility within the golden hour.

The conversations continued into the night as I chuckled 
to myself about how wrong I had been about this group. 

No medevac calls came through while I was there, but, 
sometimes that’s just how it is.
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Medevac: Soldiers express love for what they do
Continued from Page B1

Soldiers in 710th Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, provide 
gas for vehicles in response to Hurricane Sandy Nov. 7. They are currently operating out of Fort Ham-
ilton, N.Y.

Photo by Sgt. Melissa Stewart

Relief: Soldiers react quickly during storm
Continued from Page B1

Personal Loans from

Call or Stop by Today!
We Welcome M�l�tary Allotment Accounts!

We Prepare Taxes!
Ask about our Referral Program!

Let Us Help Yo� Fill It!

123 S Pa�nter Ave Ste F
Ozark AL 36360
(334) 774-1838

110 S Ma�n St
Enterpr�se AL 36330
(334) 347-3082

*All loans are subject to our l�beral cred�t pol�cy and cred�t l�m�tat�ons, �f any, and requ�re ver�fiable ab�l�ty to repay.

COMING SOON
Tri-County Psychiatric Services &
Dr. Eyob Tessema

Are Proud to Announce the Opening
of a New Psychiatric Clinic in
Enterprise on Nov. 15, 2012

Dr. Tessema
• Board Certified Psychiatrist
• Worked in the Wiregrass 9 Years
• Accepts Patients of All Ages

Eyob Tessema, M.D.

Accepts MCR • MCD • BCBS
• TRI-CARE • PRIVATE PAY

Call 334-347-7705
For Appointments
Keisha Flowers

557 Glover Ave Ste 1 • Enterprise, AL 36330

•
•

auto credit network
“Providing automobile financing to those

with less than perfect credit”
The Auto Credit Network is now available in your area!*

Let us use our Lender Network to arrange the
automobile financing you need!

your approval process is
fast, easy, & Free!!!
JUST GIVE US 15 MINUTES� �

Call One of Our Network Specialists
(855)347-2527 (Toll Free)

OUR MOTTO
“Provide quick and efficient service, while being professional,

caring, and attentive to one’s needs, wants, and desires”

Call a Network Specialist TODAY! (855)347-2527
* Available in the following states: Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Tennessee, and Mississippi

what we do
• Provide you the best automobile financing available

• Offer top quality vehicles to meet your needs

• Guarantee 100% approval

programs available
• 1st time buyer

• Discharged Bankruptcy

• Open Bankruptcy

• Credit Re-establishment

• Slow Pay

• As low as 0 down

vehicles available
• Program Vehicles

• SUV’s & Trucks

• Vans

• Cars

• Low Mileage - Warranty

• 2005 - 2012 Models

military programs
• Guaranteed approval
• Rates as low as 2.3%
• As low as 0 down
• E-1’s and up qualify

a 15 minute
phone call is
all it takes!
855-347-2527



Safety may not be at the fore-
front of people’s minds while shop-
ping for gifts and preparing Family 
holiday meals, but officials around 
Fort Rucker remind Soldiers and 
Families that safely preparing those 
meals is essential to healthy living 
and a less stressful holiday.

It is critical for people to be aware 
of sanitation habits while handling 
raw food, according to 1st Lt. Chris-
topher Heuer, chief of the environ-
mental health department at Lyster 
Army Health Clinic.

“Cross contamination is the Cen-
ters for Disease Control’s number 
one cause for food-borne illnesses 
in the U.S. Alcohol-based hand san-
itizers are a great way to kill germs, 
but it is still important to use soap 
and water before and after food 
preparation in order to get rid of any 
dirt or grease on your hands that can 
also hold bacteria,” he said.

Spreading germs during the holi-

days isn’t the only way people can 
get sick. Heuer also advises people 
to properly cook, refrigerate and re-
heat food. 

“Whole poultry should have an 
internal temperature of 165 degrees 
prior to serving. You can determine 
the internal temperature with the use 
of a cooking thermometer. The most 
recommended method for thawing 
food is to submerge the frozen food 
in clean, potable water under a run-
ning faucet. The water temperature 
should be 70 degrees or below,” he 
said, adding that people can thaw 
frozen food in a microwave oven 
only if it will be cooked immedi-
ately. 

“To ensure your leftovers stay 
fresh for as long as possible it is 
important to refrigerate your food 
to 40 degrees within four hours of 
serving, and all previously handled 
food should be re-cooked to 165 de-
grees or above,” he added. 

The CDC estimates that each 
year roughly one in six Americans 
become ill, 128,000 are hospital-

ized and 3,000 die each year due to 
food-borne diseases. The majority 
of these illnesses can be attributed to 
poor sanitation, inadequate reheat-
ing or failure to properly heat raw or 
previously handled food, but Heuer 
said that people can avoid food poi-
soning by following his safety tips.

“By washing their hands every 
time they come into contact with 
food, and ensuring that their food 
is properly cooked whether it’s left-
overs or straight from the grocery 
store, people can be sure that what 
they are eating is safe,” he said.

Product safety tips are also a key 
instrument when it comes to safely 
preparing a holiday meal.

The Fort Rucker Fire Department 
does not recommend the use of tur-
key fryers for cooking and they are 
not Underwriters Laboratory ap-
proved, according to Chad Kilcrese, 
fire inspector at the Fort Rucker Fire 
Prevention Office. 

“UL considers turkey fryers to 
be dangerous to use, presenting nu-
merous safety hazards to consum-

ers.  John Drengenberg of UL said 
that the increasing number of fires 
that results from fryers is not worth 
the risks,” he said. 

The many risks that the fryers 
are subject to include: easily tip-
ping over; oil hitting the burner or 
flames, causing a fire to engulf the 
entire unit; partially frozen turkeys 
placed into the fryer causing a spill-
over effect, which can result in an 
extensive fire; oil can be easily over-
heated to the point of combustion; 
and the lid and handles on the sides 
of the cooking pot get dangerously 
hot, posing severe burn hazards. 

 But if people are determined to 
use [a turkey fryer], Kilcrease asks 
them to follow all of the safety pre-
cautions and to watch the video on 
the web site http://www.ul.com/
global/eng/pages/offerings/perspec-
tives/consumer/productsafety/tur-
keys/. 

For those who intend to use a tur-
key fryer, here are some safety tips:

Turkey fryers should always be •	
used outdoors a safe distance 

from buildings and any other 
flammable materials.
To avoid oil spillover, do not •	
overfill the fryer and never leave 
the fryer unattended. 
Use well-insulated potholders •	
or oven mitts when touching pot 
or lid handles. If possible, wear 
safety goggles to protect your 
eyes from oil splatter. 
Make sure the turkey is com-•	
pletely thawed and be careful 
with marinades. Oil and water 
do not mix, and water causes 
oil to spill over causing a fire or 
even an explosion hazard. 
The National Turkey Federa-•	
tion recommends thawing the 
turkey in the refrigerator about 
24 hours for every five pounds 
in weight. 
Keep an all-purpose fire extin-•	
guisher nearby. Never use water 
to extinguish a grease fire.

For questions concerning fire 
hazards or turkey fryers, contact the 
Fort Rucker Fire Prevention Office 
at 255-9584.

Thanksgiving is right around 
the corner and events are planned 
throughout the holiday to help Fort 
Rucker Families and single Sol-
diers enjoy the holidays.

The three main events are the 
Thanksgiving meal service at the din-
ing facility, the Black Friday sale at 
the post exchange and the Landing’s 
Thanksgiving Feast.

“Fort Rucker offers a Thanksgiv-
ing meal in the DFAC to provide a 

special meal to those Soldiers 
who are unable to go 

home for the Thanksgiving holiday.  
Many of the Soldiers on Fort Rucker 
are in a training status and this is our 
way of giving our Soldiers a feeling 
of home away from home,” said Sgt. 
Maj. Marvin A. Pinckney, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence G-3 
sergeant major.

The Thanksgiving meal service will 
be held at Bldg. 5914 Thanksgiving 
day from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 
unit level command groups are sched-
uled to assist in serving all the meals 
during their units allocated times in 
their blue Army Service Uniforms.

“I believe Soldiers serving Soldiers 
is one of the pillars of our Army 
culture.  There is nothing more 

satisfying to a young Soldier 
than to  see his leadership taking 

the time to 

give back to them,” said Pinckney. 
The regular price rate for the meal 

is $7 and the discount rate is $5.95. 
“The discount rate applies only to 

Family members of E-4 and below,” 
said Pinckney.

 This particular meal is important to 
Soldiers, according to Pinckney, be-
cause for many of the young Soldiers 
it is their first time away from home. 

“I believe it is important that we 
create a Family-type atmosphere for 
our young Soldiers,” he said.

The Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service contributes to Families and 
Soldiers on Fort Rucker by having a 
Black Friday sale at the post exchange, 
which will open at 4 a.m. Nov. 23.

“Military shoppers can come early 
and gobble up the savings,” said Don 
Walter Jr., the exchange’s store man-
ager. “The day after Thanksgiving is 
the unofficial start to the holiday sea-
son for many exchange shoppers. The 

deals we will be serving up will 
offer plenty of incentive to get 
up early.”  

Beginning at 4 a.m. the 
exchange will pass out take-a-

tickets for the most popular “door 
buster” items, as well as bounce back 
coupons that can be used throughout 

the weekend.
Shoppers can call 

the Fort Ruck-

er Post Exchange for additional infor-
mation at 503-9044, Ext. 211.

The Landing offers its Thanksgiving 
Feast Nov. 22 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The feast will be buffet style, costing 
$16.95 for adults, $6.95 for children 
ages 6-12, $3.95 for children ages 3-5 
and children ages 2 and younger eat 
for free. A military Family special will 
be available for two adults and two 
children to eat for $39.50. Reserva-
tions are recommended. For more 
information or to make a reservation, 
call 598-2426.

The commissary is ready and pre-
pared for the holiday season as well, 
according to Terry Ford, store di-
rector. He said that the store has 
a large supply of food and that it 
constantly reorders supplies so as to 
not run out of key ingredients.

“Please pre-order food, veggie 
and cheese trays 24-hours before-
hand,” he said. “If anyone requires 
any bulk or special items our 
staff can assist patrons, and if 
there is something not in the 
store that a patron wants we can do 
a special order to bring it in for the 
customer if is in our master or-
dering file.”

The commissary will be open 
Monday during regular hours, 
but will be closed Nov. 22 and 
23.	

C
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Community
appreciation
School shows 
appreciation for 
substitutes, aides

Story on Page C5

1st Sgt. Jef Fisher, C Co., 1st Bn., 13th Avn. Regt., hands a plate of food to Staff Sgt. Erica Williams, NCO Academy student, during the Thanksgiving celebration at the dining facility last year. 
File photo

Post offers food safety tips for holidays    
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Thanksgiving events 
usher in holiday season

Post offers free Family 
fun at camping event

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Newcomer’s 
Welcome

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts a Newcomers 
Welcome the third Friday 
of each month from 8:30–
10:30 a.m. at The Land-
ing. Active-duty military, 
spouses, foreign students, 
Department of the Army 
civilians and Family mem-
bers are all encouraged to 
attend. A free light break-
fast and coffee is served. 
For free childcare, parents 
should register children at 
the child development cen-
ter by calling 255-3564. 
Reservations must be made 
24 hours prior to the New-
comer’s Welcome. 

For more, call 255-3161 
or 255-2887. 

Steak Night
This month, every Friday 

at 5 p.m. is Steak Night at 
The Landing Zone, featur-
ing an 8-oz. Flat Iron Steak 
with fries for $5, with the 
purchase of a beverage. 
People can add a side salad 
for an additional $1. Other 
sides are also available 
for purchase. This special 
is limited to the first 100 
guests per night and is 
available for dine in only, 
with a limit of one per 
guest. The offer is not valid 
with any other coupons or 
promotions.  

For more, call 598-2426.

Family member 
resilience training

Army Community Ser-
vice offers Family member 
resilience classes Monday 
and Tuesday from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at The 
Commons in Bldg. 8950. 
Classes provide Family 
members with the thinking 
skills and coping strategies 
needed to take care of them-
selves. The skills learned 
will assist with strengthen-
ing relationships, building 
confidence and increasing 
general wellbeing. 

For more, call 255-2643. 

Thanksgiving 
Feast

The Landing offers its 
Thanksgiving Feast Nov. 
22 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The feast will be buffet 
style, costing $16.95 for 
adults, $6.95 for children 
ages 6-12, $3.95 for chil-
dren ages 3-5, and children 
ages 2 and younger eat for 
free. A military Family 
special will be available for 
two adults and two children 
to eat for $39.50. Reserva-
tions are recommended. 

For more information or 
to make a reservation, call 
598-2426.

Youth ornament 
contest

Fort Rucker youth, ages 
3-11, once again have the 
chance to participate in 
the Directorate of Family, 
Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation Ornament Contest. 
Youth should turn in their 
ornaments between now 
and Nov. 25 to youth ser-
vices in Bldg. 2806 at 7th 
and Division Road, the 
child development cen-
ter in Bldg. 8938 on Red 
Cloud Road or parent cen-
tral services in Bldg. 5700 
on Novosel Street.  The 
ornament submissions 
should include the child’s 
name and age along with 
the guardian’s name and 

contact information. Or-
naments will be judged 
based on overall aesthetics, 
creative use of materials, 
quality of craftsmanship 
and originality of design. 
All ornaments will be hung 
on the post Christmas tree 
on Dec. 6. People want-
ing to keep their ornament 
can remove it from the tree 
following the ceremony. 
Ornament contest winners 
will be announced during 
the ceremony. There will 
be one winner chosen in 
the following categories: 
3-5 years, 6-8 years, 9-11 
years and an overall win-
ner. All winners will re-
ceive prizes and a trophy 
at the tree lighting, and the 
overall winner will help to 
light the tree. For more, 
call 255-1749.

AER scholarships
Army Emergency Relief 

scholarship applications 
for the 2013-2014 school 
year are available at www.
aerhq.org and are due by 
April 1. AER scholarships 
are available for spouses 
and dependent children of 
active duty, retired and de-
ceased Soldiers.  

For more, visit www.
aerhq.org or call (866) 
878-6378.

Boneless Wing 
Night

This month, every Mon-
day in The Landing Zone 
will be Boneless Wing 
Night starting at 4 p.m. Pa-
trons can get six wings for 
$3, 10 wings for $4.75 or 
15 wings for $7 with the 
purchase of a beverage. 
This offer is not valid with 
any other coupons or pro-
motions and is for dine-in 
only.

For more, call 598-8025. 

Whiskey 
Traditional Wing 
Night

This month, every 
Wednesday in The Land-
ing Zone will be Whiskey 
Traditional Wing Night 
starting at 4 p.m. Patrons 
can get six wings for $3, 
10 wings for $4.75 or 15 

wings for $7 with the pur-
chase of a beverage. This 
offer is not valid with any 
other coupons or promo-
tions and is for dine-in 
only. 

For more, call 598-8025. 

AFTB Level II 
Training

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts Army Family 
Team Building Level II 
training Dec. 4-6 from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in 
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 371F. 
AFTB Level II gives 
people the chance to gain 
personal growth skills, in-
cluding communication, 
stress management, time 
management, acknowl-
edging change and more. 
Advance registration is 
required.  

For more, call 255-2382.

Christmas Tree 
Lighting 

The Directorate of 
Family, Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation hosts the 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
Ceremony Dec. 6 from 5–6 
p.m. at Howze Field. The 
event will feature music, 
hot chocolate, the light-
ing of the post Christmas 
tree, and a visitor from the 
North Pole. Afterward, en-
joy complimentary photos 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus 
at The Landing – they 
may also have some treats 
for good girls and boys. 
Immediately following 
the Christmas Tree Light-
ing, from 6 to 8 p.m., The 
Landing will host its annu-
al Spaghetti Dinner. Din-
ner will include a choice 
of pasta and sauce, salad 
bar, garlic bread, assorted 
cookies, tea and coffee. 
The dinner will cost $10 
for adults 13 and older, 
$5 for children ages 3-12 
and children 2 and under 
eat for free. A Family spe-
cial will be available for 
$25 for a Family of two 
adults and two children 
12 and younger. In case 
of inclement weather, the 
event will take place at 
The Landing. 

For more, call 598-2426.

On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for Nov. 15 - 18
Thursday, Nov. 15

Premium Rush (PG-13) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 16

Won’t Back Down (PG-13)
.........................................................7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 17

Won’t Back Down (PG-13)
.........................................................7 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 18

Won’t Back Down (PG-13)
.........................................................7 p.m.

Tickets are $4.50 for adults and $2.25 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Camping 
Under the 
Stars
Kathy Sheffield and her daughter, Chloe, 
join Pamela Kellogg and her sons, Con-
ner and Brayden, for a night of hot cocoa, 
s’mores and Family time at last year’s 
Night Under the Stars. 
Fort Rucker Directorate of Family, Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation celebrates the 
Month of the Military Family with Camp-
ing Under the Stars at West Beach, Lake 
Tholocco beginning at 4 p.m. Friday. Activ-
ities going on throughout the evening will 
include giant games, an inflatable boxing 
ring, story reading for kids, a teen kick-
ball game, s’more making and campfires. 
Two movies will be shown: “How to Train 
Your Dragon” and “Cloudy with a Chance 
of Meatballs.” Military Families are also 
welcome to camp at the lake and free use 
of tents is available for the campout on a 
first-come, first-served basis. For more, 
call 255-9810. 

File photo



Continuing the series of the seven habits 
of highly effective military Families dur-
ing November, which is the Month of the 
Family, this week’s thought is to “Put First 
Things First.” Next week this column will 
take another pause to address Thanksgiv-
ing, and then resume the habits for the fol-
lowing week.

Everyone is busy; it’s endemic. We are 
busy at work and leave to be busy at home; 
we are busy in rest and recreation and bus-
ier still on vacation, needing to go back to 
work to rest up. All too often, our busy-
ness distracts us from what is important, 
from what really matters – those things 
that could truly make a difference.  I’ve 
pondered my own busyness and am work-
ing towards a cure.

It is amazing how many of us are inca-
pable of prioritizing the important things in 
our lives. Amid the hustle and bustle of the 
daily trolley we call life, we run frantically 
helter-skelter trying to accomplish this task 
and that. Invariably, very few of our tasks 
get done to the best of our ability and we 
resolve, breathless and worn out, to do bet-
ter the next time.

The idea behind putting first things first 
is to prioritize important things first instead 

of urgent things. What’s important? What’s 
urgent? What’s the difference? Things that 
are important are activities that represent 
your values, mission and high-priority 
goals. Things that are urgent require imme-
diate attention.

Read the following story — it creates a 
sobering thought.  

A man came home from work late, tired 
and irritated to find his 10-year old son 
waiting for him at the door.

Son : “Daddy, may I ask you a ques-
tion?”

Dad: “Yeah, sure, what is it?”
Son : “Daddy, how much do you make 

an hour?”
Dad: “That’s none of your business. Why 

do you ask such a thing?”
Son : “I just want to know. Please tell me, 

how much do you make an hour?”
Dad: “If you must know, I make $100 an 

hour.”
Son : “Oh!” (with his head down).
Son: “Daddy, may I please borrow $50?”
The father was furious.
Dad: “If the only reason you asked that 

is so you can borrow some money to buy a 
silly toy or some other nonsense, then you 
march yourself straight to your room and 
go to bed. Think about why you are being 
so selfish. I work hard every day for such 
childish behavior?”

The little boy quietly went to his room 
and shut the door. The man sat down and 
started to get even angrier about the little 
boy’s questions. How dare he ask such 
questions only to get some money?

After about an hour or so, the man had 
calmed down, and started to think:

Maybe there was something he really 
needed to buy with that $50, and he really 
didn’t ask for money very often. The man 
went to the door of the little boy’s room and 
opened the door.

Dad: “Are you asleep, son?”
Son : “No daddy, I’m awake”.
Dad: “I’ve been thinking, maybe I was 

too hard on you earlier. It’s been a long 
day and I took out my aggravation on you. 
Here’s the $50 you asked for.”

 The little boy sat straight up, smiling.
Son : “Oh, thank you, daddy! “
Then, reaching under his pillow he pulled 

out some crumpled up bills.
The man saw that the boy already had 

money, started to get angry again. The little 
boy slowly counted out his money, and then 
looked up at his father.

Dad: “Why do you want more money if 
you already have some?”

Son : “Because I didn’t have enough, but 
now I do. Daddy, I have $100 now. Can 
I buy an hour of your time? Please come 
home early tomorrow. I would like to have 

dinner with you.”
The father was crushed. He put his arms 

around his little son and he begged for his 
forgiveness.

It’s just a short reminder to all of you 
working so hard in life. We should not let 
time slip through our fingers without hav-
ing spent some time with those who really 
matter to us, those close to our hearts.

Do remember to share that $100 worth of 
your time with someone you love?

If we die tomorrow, the company that we 
are working for could easily replace us in a 
matter of days. But the Family and friends 
we leave behind will feel the loss for the 
rest of their lives.

Sobering indeed!
During the next week, try to use these 

simple steps to help put first things first:
keep a Time Log to fully comprehend •	
what you do and how long you spend 
(or waste) on it — the results will likely 
shock you;
just say “no,” to some things, even good •	
things, in order to protect yourself from 
over-committing and therefore being 
too busy to do anything well; and  
set limits to how much you work, other-•	
wise you will end up working as much 
as you are physically and mentally able, 
leaving no significant time for anything 
else.

Chaplain: Put 1st things 1st
By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Milton Johnson
Garrison Chaplain’s Office

Religious 
Services

FORT RUCKER COMMUNITY 
THANKSGIVING SERVICE
The Fort Rucker Community Thanksgiving 

Christian Service begins Wednesday at 11 
a.m. at Headquarters Chapel (Bldg. 109).  It 
is a traditional ecumenical event that involves 
people of Fort Rucker and the neighboring 
civilian communities.
The dedication and service of the Army Fam-

ily enables it to maintain the freedoms and 
privileges Americans enjoy.  Freedom is not 
without its price as, once again, Soldiers are 
deployed during this special time of the year.  
The chapel asks people to take time to extend 
a special prayer and a hand in friendship to 
the Families of those deployed Soldiers.
For more information, call 255-2989 or 

255-2012. 

Worship Services
Except as noted, all services are on Sunday. 

Headquarters Chapel, Building 
109
Multi-Cultural Worship Service 8 a.m. 

Sunday. 

Main Post Chapel, Building 8940
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship Service Sunday
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday - Friday) 

4 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday 5 p.m. 
Catholic Mass Saturday.

Wings Chapel, Building 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Chapel Next Contemporary Wor-

ship Protestant Service.

Spiritual Life Center, Building 
8939
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. CCD (except during summer 

months).

Bible Studies
9 a.m. Protestant Women of the Chapel, 

Wings Chapel, Tuesday 11 a.m. Above the 

Best Bible Study, Yano Hall, Wednesday 1 
a.m./6 a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life 
Center, Wednesday noon/1 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study, Soldier Service Center, Wednesday 
5:30 p.m. Catholic Adult Bible Study, 
Spiritual Life Center, Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. 
Youth Group Bible Study, Headquarters 
Chapel, Wednesday 6:30 p.m. Chapel Next 
(Meal/Bible Study), Wings Chapel, Thurs-
day 9 a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life 
Center, Thursday.

Mothers of Preschoolers
MOPS is a Christian-based mom’s group.  

MOPS is about meeting the needs of every 
mom of a child from conception through 
kindergarten.  MOPS will meet every first 
and third Thursday, 9 a.m., at Wings Cha-
pel, Bldg 6036.  For more information, call 
the Religious Support Office at 255-2989. 

Fort Rucker Protestant Men of 
the Chapel
Fort Rucker Protestant Men of the Chapel 

meet the first Saturday of each month in 
the Fort Rucker Spiritual Life Center, from 
8-9 a.m. Men are encouraged to attend for 
a time of fellowship and a short devotion.
Free breakfast is provided.

Protestant Women of the Cha-
pel
PWOC meets every Tuesday at 9 a.m. 

and 6 p.m. at Wings Chapel, Bldg 6036.  
Childcare provided. For more information, 
call 255-9894.

Military Council of Catholic 
Women
MCCW meets every Tuesday from 5:30 

p.m. - 7 p.m. at the Spiritual Life Center.  
Childcare provided. For more information, 
call 255-9894.

Catholic Adult Fellowship
CAF meets regularly throughout the year.  

For more information, call 255-9894.

Youth Groups (CLUB BEYOND)
Varsity Club (Ninth-12th Grade) meets 

every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
JV Club (Sixth - Eighth Grade) meets 

every Thursday at 5 p.m.
For more information, call Eric Gillis at 

(850) 333-3039.
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Call 347-9533 to
advertise your

church on this page.

Church
Directory

�enterPoint

� 3351 Lynn Road � Enterpr�se
(r�ght off Rucker Blvd)

� Servi�e ti�es
� Sunday Worsh�p � 10 AM
� Sunday Even�ngs � 5 PM
�Wednesday Even�ngs � 7 PM
� Nursery � Ch�ldren � Youth

� Off�ce� 334 347 5044
www.centerpo�ntag.org
centerpo�nt3351@yahoo.com

������������ � ���������� � �����������
�astor: Ed Corley

�om m unity�hurch
Center Point

Grace Baptist Church
Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate

On the corner of Highway 231 and Parker Dr

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

“They ceased not to teach and
preach Jesus Christ.” Acts 5:42

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Traditional Worship Service
8:30 am & 11:00 am

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45 am
The Gathering - Youth

5:45 pm
Sunday School

10:00 am
Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Ma�n St • Enterpr�se, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer L�ne (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First UnitedHere, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Pick-of-
the-litter
Meet Callie, a 4-year old female 
domestic short hair available for 
adoption at the Fort Rucker stray 
facility. She is calm and caring. It costs 
$81 to adopt Callie and other animals 
at the facility, which includes all up-
to-date shots, the first round of age-
appropriate vaccinations, microchip and 
spaying. For more information on animal 
adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-
0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
facility needs donations such as dry or 
canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and 
puppies, as well as blankets, toys and 
towels. Donations can be dropped off at 
the veterinary clinic or the commissary. 
Visit the Fort Rucker stray facility’s 
Facebook page at http:// www.
facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ 
for constant updates on the newest 
animals available for adoption. Photo by Nathan Pfau

For more information about 
animal adoptions, call the Vet-
erinary Clinic at 255-9061. The 
Stray Facility needs donations 
such as dry or canned foods 
for cats, dogs, kittens and pup-
pies, as well as blankets, toys 
and towels. Donations can be 
dropped off at the Veterinary 
Clinic or the Commissary. 

Adopt a pet



C4  ★  November 15, 2012  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

It’s the name of a famous song, but 
Guntersville is truly a place “where eagles 
fly.” 

This area in north Alabama attracts so 
many migrating bald eagles during the 
winter that Lake Guntersville State Park 
specifically created an event for folks to 
come, watch and enjoy the graceful sym-
bol of our American heritage each year.

Eagle Awareness is a must-attend event 
for bird-watchers and outdoor lovers. Cov-
ering six weekends from early January 
through early February, the event has been 
a tradition at Lake Guntersville for more 
than 25 years. The program was started as 
an activity for people of all ages to experi-
ence the joy of watching eagles and other 
birds in their natural habitat and as a way 
of educating the public about the impor-
tance of protecting the area’s wildlife.

Enjoy a stay at Lake 
Guntersville State Park 
Lodge

The event kicks off at Lake Guntersville 
State Park Lodge, located at 1155 Lodge 
Drive, the centerpiece of the 6,000-acre 
park. Here, visitors can relax in comfort, 
enjoying wonderful overnight accommo-
dations as well as exceptional meals at the 
park’s Pinecrest Dining Room. Be sure to 
inquire about lodging packages and other 
deals prior to arrival for an Eagle Aware-
ness weekend. After settling into the lodge 

following check-in, visitors can attend the 
orientation to learn about the weekend’s 
events. The warm apple cider and music 
the lodge provides will certainly put you 
in the mood for your exciting outdoor ad-
venture to eagle nesting sites and beyond.

Be sure and dress for the weather and 
remember to bring your camera, as there 
will be plenty of picture-taking opportu-
nities in the great outdoors of north Ala-
bama, particularly around Town Creek. 
This spot is not only perfect for watching 
the American bald eagle but enjoying oth-
er migratory birds as well.

For more information, call (256) 571-
5540.

Take a few field trips
Prepare to get up early and meet in the 

lobby of the lodge for breakfast and come 
back later, following your guided day 
tour, for informative talks, special exhib-
its and great food. The guided trips begin 
around 5:30 a.m. and include an easy-to-
follow schedule of activities. During your 
trip to this area, you will discover a series 
of small grassy islands, each home to an 
abundance of waterfowl and other birds. 
Here, you might encounter Canada geese, 
blue and gray herons, various varieties of 
ducks and river otters.

Eagle Awareness weekends feature 
guided field trips, knowledgeable guest 
speakers and talks from the park natural-
ist, making the programs both enjoyable 
and educational. Programs are free and 
include noted speakers with live birds, 

magnificent scenery and guided field trips 
to High Falls Park in Geraldine, Cathedral 
Caverns in nearby Grant, and waterfowl 
areas at Guntersville Lake and Dam. The 
tours are open to the public, so be prepared 
to have others just show up and be a part 
of the eagle-watching experience.

Eagle Awareness programs include 
noted speakers with live birds, magnifi-
cent scenery and guided field trips to High 
Falls Park in Geraldine, Cathedral Cav-
erns in nearby Grant, and waterfowl areas 
at Guntersville Lake and Dam.

High Falls Park, located at 969 County 
Road 144 in Grove Oak, is a gorgeous area 
that has been called a “surprise of nature” 
and one of Alabama’s best-kept secrets. 
The centerpiece of the 38-acre park is the 
35-foot waterfall that spans 300 feet across 
in some points. At the base of the falls is 
a 25-foot, arched natural bridge that has 
been eroded by water over the course of 
the years. Hikers can get perfect upstream 
and downstream views of the falls from a 
pedestrian bridge on the far side of Town 
Creek. In addition, the park features six 
hiking trails where you can truly enjoy 
a get-back-to-nature moment. A day-use 
park, High Falls is a perfect location for 
viewing migratory waterfowl, a variety of 
songbirds, woodpeckers and bald eagles.

For more information, call (256) 659-
4683.

The trip to Cathedral Caverns, located 
at 637 Cave Road in Woodville, is not a 
bird-watching adventure but a cave tour 
that’s well worth the trip. The first thing 
you will notice is the large entrance, which 

measures 126 feet wide and 25 feet high. 
Inside, you’ll find Big Rock Canyon, Mys-
tery River and other natural rock forma-
tions such as Stalagmite Mountain, The 
Frozen Waterfall and Goliath, a stalagmite 
column that reaches 45 feet to the ceiling 
of the cave. You can visit anytime — in 
winter and even in hot summer months — 
because the cave maintains a comfortable 
60-degree temperature. Cathedral Caverns 
Park is open daily 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.

For more information, call (256) 728-
8193.

One of the most popular spots for eagle 
watching is the area aroundGuntersville 
Lake and Dam. Guntersville Lake, Ala-
bama’s largest, contains 69,100 acres and 
stretches for 75 miles from Nickajack 
Dam to Guntersville Dam. The 30-mile-
long body of water on the mighty Ten-
nessee River sets the stage for all kinds 
of outdoor recreational activities, includ-
ing fishing, boating and camping, and 
provides a picturesque setting for pho-
tographing bald eagles as they fly grace-
fully through the skies across the scenic 
landscape of Guntersville or swoop down 
into the water to catch a fish. While the 
vast majority of the eagles gather around 
the dam during the winter months, it’s 
not unusual for many to stay here all year 
long. Perhaps that’s because they have 
learned what human visitors have known 
for quite some time — that Lake Gunters-
ville is a beautiful place to hang out in the 
outdoors. OK, maybe it’s the other way 
around — humans have taken their cue 
from the birds.

By Brian S. Jones
Alabama Tourism Department

ANDALUSIA
Ongoing — The American Legion 

Post No. 80 regular meetings are the 
second Monday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. at the Legion Hall. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

Nov. 30 — The Daleville Christmas 
Parade begins at 5:30 p.m. along Daleville 
Avenue. The parade is followed by a tree-
lighting ceremony on the lawn in front of 
Daleville High School. Santa will be inside 
the DHS lunchroom. Groups interested 
in being in the parade line-up are asked 
to call 598-6331 or email chamber@
dalevilleal.com.

Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber of 
Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. For more infor-
mation, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
 Today through Dec. 27 — The 

Wiregrass Museum of Art hosts a series 
of paintings, entitled Color in Freedom: 
journey through the underground railroad.  
The series was part of a U.N. exhibition in 
Geneva, Switzerland.  Open to the public.  
Admission to the museum is free Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Dec. 1 — Landmark Parks Advanced 
Photography Workshop will be 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.  Registration required. 

Ages 12 and older. Bring camera, extra 
batteries, the camera manual, a clean 
media card and a sacked lunch and drink. 
Areas such as camera set up including 
ISO settings, aperture, depth of field and 
manual focusing will be discussed. For 
more information, call 794-3452.

Dec.2 — Landmark Park holds its 

Christmas decorating workshop at 1 p.m. 
A snack will be provided and volunteers 
will have a chance to create their own 
old-fashioned ornament to take home. 
The workshop is free with paid gate 
admission. 

Registration required. For more 
information, call 794-3452.

Dec. 3-7, 10-14, 17-21 — Landmark 
Park hosts it’s Christmas Past Seasonal for 
students in preschool-6th grade in either 
a morning session from 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m. 
or an afternoon session from 11:30 a.m.- 1 
p.m. 

Participants will have a chance to  
experience an old-fashioned Christmas 
with storytelling, games, and cider. They 
will also have a chance to create an  old-
fashioned ornament. 

For more information, call 794-3452.

Dec. 29 — The Cultural Arts Center 
hosts the Ballroom Dance Club from 
7-9:30 p.m. Food and drinks are available. 
The cost is $2 per couple. For more 
information, call 677-4967 or visit www.
theculturalartscenter.org.

ENTERPRISE
Thursday — Disabled American 

Veterans Chapter No. 99 hosts a holiday 
meal at Po Folks in Enterprise. A $10 per 
person special buffet style meal will be 
served. Members and guests are asked to 
RSVP by Nov. 9. For more information, 
call 718-5707.

Nov. 30 — St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church hosts a Holiday Mart 
from 3-7 p.m., Dec. 1 from 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m., and Dec. 2 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the “Old” Parish Hall. Holiday shopping, 
to include gifts for all occasions, will be 
available. For more information, call 393-
3579 or 393-4034.

Dec. 1 — The Ladies Auxillary VFW 
Post 6683 hosts its second annual Spa-

ghetti Supper from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the 
VFW post. Plates are $5. Tickets can be 
bought at the door.

Ongoing — The American Legion 
Post 73 meets at the American Legion/
Doer’s Shrine Club at 200 Gibson Street 
in Enterprise on the fourth Saturday of 
each month, beginning at 8 a.m. This 
building is across the street from the Lee 
Street Baptist Church on Lee Street.  For 
more information, call Post Commander 
Jerry Goodson at 347-5961 or 447-8507.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters, on County Road 537, every 
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. 

For more information, call Connie 
Hudson at 406-3077, Randy Black at 393-
6499 or Bob Cooper 347-7076, or visit the 
VFW Post 6683 on Facebook.

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of 
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Every Tuesday and 

Wednesday, Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter No. 99 maintains a service office 
in the New Brockton police station. 

The officers can help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation 
claims, VA pension, death benefits, VA 
medical care, Social Security disability 
benefits, veterans’ job programs and other 
veteran services. All veteran services pro-
vided are free of charge. 

For more information, call Chuck 
Lobdell at 718-5707.

OZARK
Today — The Dale County Farm-

City Week Banquet will be held at the 
civic center at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $8. 
For more information call 774-9321.

Saturday — The first Holiday Expo 
and Shopping Spectacular will be from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and will take place at the 
Perry Recreation Center. Crafts, drawings, 
gift baskets, pre-wrapped gifts, party plan-
ning, food and shopping. For more infor-
mation email PoshShari@gmail.com.

Ongoing — Every Thursday at 5:30 
p.m. yoga with Sandra Bittman is at Perry 
Recreation Center for $5 a person. 

Ongoing — Every Monday through 
Friday aerobic classes are open to the public 
at the Autrey Recreation Center from 8-10 
a.m. For more information, call 774-2042.

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sun-
day at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Meth-
odist Church. For more information, call 
983-3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
Ongoing — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall 
and features music from the 40s, 50s, and 
60s, finger foods, and refreshments.  For 
more information, call Janet Motes at 808-
8500.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
8th annual Christmas At The Fair

Panama City hosts a juried arts and crafts show at the 
Bay County fair grounds and features a variety of artists 
from the South Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., handmade 
items will be on sale benefiting the city’s rescue mission. 
Entry is $2 for adults, children are admitted free.  For 
more information, call (850) 481-1093.

5th annual Grills Gone Wild
The Gulf Coast State College in Panama City will host 

its swine tasting barbeque competition this Saturday from 
6-10 p.m. 

The event is $10 per person and price includes treats 
from the grillers and restaurants participating, bidding on 
items in the silent auction, a vote for the People’s Choice 
Award, live music and entertainment and a seat to see who 
wins the competition. For more information, go to www.
grillsgonewildpcb.com.

9th annual Festival of Trees
The Festival of Trees takes patrons back to post-war 

1940s from Nov. 26 to Dec. 1 in Panama City Beach’s 
Bay Banquet Hall. This year’s theme is “It’s a Wonderful 
Life.” Families and individuals can participate in the 
special mini-events. 

Tickets are required. They may be purchased in 
advance and are also available at the door. 

For more information, call (850) 481-1093.

Guntersville: Where eagles fly
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Wiregrass Ear, Nose & Throat
334-308-WENT (9368)

Enterprise ~ 101 E. Brunson Street, Suite 102
Ozark ~ 2126 Roy Parker Road, Suite 206

Some would argue that teaching is among the toughest 
and most rewarding jobs there is, and Fort Rucker Primary 
School is showing its appreciation to those that do more 
than teach – they help children grow.

During American Education Week, Fort Rucker Primary 
School honors its aides and substitute teachers by provid-
ing them a luncheon Friday, according to Sara Dawkins, 
learning impaired resource teacher at FRPS.

“There was a need to recognize the substitutes and aides 
because they are two of the most valuable groups that we 
have [here at the primary school],” she said. “We see the 
aides as co-teachers in the classroom. They collaborate 
with the teachers and they are working with the students 
all the time.

“And the substitutes are so reliable for us. When we’re 
not able to be here, we know that they’ll follow the class-
room routine and take care of the children in our absence,” 
said Dawkins.

The recognition came about as part of a national day set 
aside to honor the substitutes and aides, but Dawkins said 
that they needed more than just a day of recognition, but 
something special for them.

It was decided that a luncheon during which members 
of the FRPS staff bring a covered dish, along with the na-
tional day of appreciation, would best show how much 
they are valued.

“They are all just so wonderful,” said Dawkins. “We just 
love them and appreciate them so much, and we’re just 
glad that a day has been set aside for them. It’s nice to see 
that they’re being recognized nationally.”

Carolyn Sinquefile, substitute teacher at FRPS, said she 
feels enough appreciation from the teachers and staff at the 
primary school even without the day.

“I know that we’re appreciated because they say it ver-
bally quite often. They’re always telling us ‘thank you, 
thank you, thank you,’ but the little extra step that they’re 
showing is very nice,” she said.

Billie Jo Griffith, educational aide, agrees that the added 
step is a welcome touch.

“It makes me feel pretty special because this is the first 
time that we’ve been specifically shown this kind of appre-
ciation,” she said. “The teachers always tell us that we are 
teachers with them, but it’s nice to get this recognition.”

“We feel that we’re a part of the staff here [at Fort Ruck-
er Primary School],” said Gayle Hottel, substitute teacher. 
“The teachers here always make us feel like we’re part of 
the staff and not just a temporary employee.”

Hottel has been a substitute at the primary school for 12 
years and said she loves to work with children, and that’s 
the main reason she does what she does.

“I had always volunteered in the schools, and one of the 
teachers suggested that I become a substitute,” she said. 
“I had never really thought about it before, but now I’m 
doing the same thing that I love and getting paid for it. I 
love getting to know all the children in the school, not just 

in one class.”
The substitutes get the unique opportunity to build rela-

tionships with children throughout the entire school rather 
than a single class.

“It’s nice to watch them grow,” said Sinquefile. “It’s nice 
to know that you helped to give them a little foothold be-
fore they move on.”

Griffith said although it’s nice to be recognized for what 
she does, it’s not about the appreciation day, but about the 
children she’s helping to educate.

“When you’re with these students from the beginning of 
the year and you see the progress that they’ve made, you 
feel like you’ve made a difference,” she said, adding that it 
is no single effort to educate and be there for the children, 
but a collaborative effort from everyone involved at the 
primary school.

“We’re such a team here and some children need more 
attention than others. It’s nice for them to have an extra 
person in the classroom,” she said. “We’re all here for each 
other and that makes such a difference, and that’s another 
thing that I love about my job — my Family of cowork-
ers.”

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Billie Jo Griffith, educational aide at Fort Rucker Primary School, helps a group of students at the Fort Rucker Primary School Tuesday.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

School shows appreciation for substitutes, aides



The Great American Smoke-
out is sponsored by the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, it takes 
place every year on the third 
Thursday of November — to-
day. 

The goal is to encourage and 
challenge smokers not to use 
any tobacco products for at 

least 24 hours. So, now is the 
time for smokers to quit smok-
ing today, or better yet, for 
good. 

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol reports that about 130,000 
cardiovascular disease deaths 
per year are attributable to 
smoking in the United States. 
And about 26 percent of heart 
attacks and 12-19 percent 
of strokes are attributable to 
smoking. 

The GASO observance is 
another opportunity not only 
to increase awareness of the 
dangers of smoking, but also to 
emphasize the dangers of sec-
ondhand smoke to nonsmokers. 
Over 25 years ago, a surgeon 
general’s report found that sec-
ondhand smoke can cause lung 
cancer. It also concluded that 
there is no safe level of expo-
sure to secondhand smoke.

Some individuals that have 

or attempted to quit can attest 
to the fact that quitting is hard 
to do, but with pre-planning 
and some key strategies it can 
be done. 

If you have decided that 
“now” is the time for you to 
quit tobacco products, talk to 
your health care provider about 
your options. 

Lyster Army Health Clinic 
also offers free tobacco cessa-
tion classes to it beneficiaries. 

For more information, call 
255-9908. Additional informa-
tion can be found on the LAHC 
webpage at www.rucker.amedd.
army.mil — click on Health/
Wellness Classes at the right of 
the page. 

LAHC will have a health ta-
ble set up at the post exchange 
today from 8 a.m. to noon in ob-
servance of “The Great Ameri-
can Smokeout Day,” so stop on 
by for a chat and information. 
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means 
stop!

Motorists are reminded to obey 
all traffic signs.

What’s
YOUR
time?

Starting
Nov. 3

5730 Shell Field Road * Enterprise, AL 36330
334-347-5214 * www.GracePlaceChurch.net

New Saturday Night
Worship Service!

Shampoo and Style
for only

$1000

welcomes....

334-598-0021

Walk-ins welcome! Just ask for the special!

923 N. Daleville Ave. • Daleville, AL 36322
(Outside of the Daleville Gate next to Lil Caesar’s)

Tina Clark and Yadira Carmen as our
newest stylists! We are now a

multicultural and bilingual staff,
specializing in all hair types!

INTRODUCING OUR FRIDAY SPECIAL NOW THRU
NOVEMBER 16TH (NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY)

FAMILY HAIR EXPRESS

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba

Highlands Antique Mall

Thursday Nov. 15th 9:00-8:00
ONE DAY ONLY!!!!

Holiday Sale

20-50% Storewide

84 West Dothan 692-5752
Free Food Served 4:00

By Lt. Col. Sam Jones
Lyster Army Health Clinic
Chief, Preventive Medicine

Great American Smokeout 2012 today



For more than 15 years Troy University has 
honored veterans and the military with a Mili-
tary Appreciation Day, but this year’s celebra-
tion was packed full of extra tributes to honor 
those who have served and those currently 
serving.

At this year’s appreciation day Troy played 
against Navy in the Salute to Armed Forces 
football game that Troy won, 41-31, and the 
day of the game was also the 237th Marine 
Corps birthday, which was celebrated with a 
cake cutting ceremony at the new Trojan Are-
na, according to Sandy Atkins, associate direc-
tor of athletics.

“This is just a way for the university to say 
‘thank you’ to our military for all that they 
have done for our country. Our university’s 
leadership has strong military ties, but today’s 
celebrations are something beyond that. The 
university feels very strongly about service and 
this is an opportunity to give back,” she said.

A special tribute was conducted during the 
halftime show where anyone who had served 
in any branch of the military was invited to 
walk along the 50-yard line to be recognized. 
The Sound of the South Marching Band played 
each branch’s song while the service members 
walked down.

Many other aspects of the military were 
recognized before, during and after the 
game as well.

The Wounded Warrior Project was repre-
sented at the tailgating event; a flyover was 
conducted by a training squadron from the 
Naval Air Station Meridian, Miss.; free tick-

ets to the game were given out to all military, 
veterans and Families at the gate (600 tickets 
were given specifically to Fort Rucker); Troy 
signed a scholarship agreement that will help 
graduates of Marion Military Institute com-
plete a four-year degree; Troy for Troops 
Scholarship Fund donation boxes could 
be found around the stadium (the scholar-
ship benefits the Family members of service 
members killed in action) and more than 350 
uniformed Soldiers from the Warrant Officer 
Career College and 1st Battalion, 13th Avia-
tion Regiment were given a special recogni-

tion walk-in and seating at the game.
Troy also honored the Family of Marine 

Lance Cpl. Jason Barfield, an Ashford native 
who was killed in Afghanistan. Barfield’s Fam-
ily took part in the pre-game coin toss. 

Warrant officer candidate Daniel Otchere, 
who is studying to be a chemical, biological, 
nuclear and radiological technician, said that 
the opportunity was priceless for those men 
and women who have been in WOCC training 
for the last five weeks.

“We have been completely dead to the out-
side world, so to get out of that environment 

and get to watch football for the day is amaz-
ing. We definitely appreciate Troy University 
for giving us the opportunity to come out to 
enjoy the game,” he said.

Otchere, as well as students from Troy, 
felt the event was a great opportunity for 
Soldiers to be invited to view “such a good 
game” for free. 

Sarah Marsh, a Troy student whose husband 
was a Marine, and whose nephew and son are 
currently Marines, appreciated the thought and 
effort Troy and Fort Rucker went through to 
make the day possible.

“It was a wonderful idea for the school to let 
the military be a part of this. It’s not just the 
Army or the Marines, but every service. It’s a 
great way to reach out to the military commu-
nity that surrounds us,” she said. 

“Any time we can interact with the mili-
tary and show our support is a wonderful 
thing. They are defending us and deserve to 
take a small break to watch some football,” 
she said, adding that her favorite part of the 
day was Troy honoring Jason Barfield. “He 
was one of our own who gave his life for 
what he believed in.” 

Even NCOs like U.S. Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence G-3 Sgt. Maj. Marvin Pinckney 
felt the joy of being at the game.

“It feels great to know our surrounding 
community appreciates what Fort Rucker 
and its Soldiers do for our nation and the 
Wiregrass communities. I feel it’s impor-
tant because a long-lasting bond of trust and 
respect is mutually developed [with these 
types of events],” he said. 

Troy’s announced crowd of 24,321 ranks 
fifth in Veterans Memorial Stadium history.

D
November 15, 2012

Sports Proficiency
33 Soldiers earn gold for 
German badge

Story on Page D3

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Troy University honors Soldiers
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Fort Rucker Garrison Commander Col. Stuart J. McRae and USAACE Command Sgt. Maj.  James H. Thom-
son Jr. escort more than 350 Fort Rucker Soldiers  who were hosted by Troy University Saturday as part 
of  its Salute to Armed Forces football game. The Soldiers were honored with special seating, as well as 
walking the 50-yard line during the halftime show.

T-Roy, the mascot of the Troy Trojans, interacts with Soldiers from the Warrant Officer Career College and 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment Saturday at the Salute to Armed Forces football game against Navy.
Photos by sara E. Martin



D2  ★  November 15, 2012  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

See Page D3 for this week’s answers. See Page D3 for this week’s answers.

Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.



The Olympic Games have long since 
ended, but Soldiers on Fort Rucker had the 
opportunity to go for the gold during the six-
week German Armed Forces Proficiency 
Badge competition.

Out of 56 Soldiers that started the 
competition, 33 made it to the end and 
earned the German badge in gold during a 
pinning ceremony at the Silver Wings Golf 
Course clubhouse Nov. 8, according to 
Lt. Col. Martin Geller, commander of the 
German Army liaison staff.

“I’m very proud and it’s a great honor for 
me to decorate you with this gold medal,” 
said Geller to the Soldiers. “Everyone 
here performed in the events to meet the 
requirements for gold. What a unique 
chance to take part and get this specific high 
grade German Soldier award.”

The badge is a foreign award offered by 
the host country, Germany, and was made 
available to U.S. Soldiers in 1972, according 
to Sgt. Maj. Mohamed Bouhloui, German 
Army liaison staff member and training 
supervisor.

“The badge is awarded based on overall 
military performance, [the Soldier’s] 
physical ability and, most importantly, their 
overall professional character,” he said. “It 
is awarded in gold, silver and bronze and 
depends on the results [of specific events 
throughout the competition].”

The German Armed Forces Proficiency 
Badge competition consists of events that 
include a 200-meter swim, long jump, 
100-meter sprint, shot put, 3000-meter run, 
pistol qualification and road march, said 
Staff Sgt. Jamie Osmon, 6th Military Police 
Detachment and assistant trainer for the 
competition.

“Only Soldiers possessing a high level of 
aptitude and discipline can be recommended 
to compete for the badge,” said Osmon. 
“The Olympic-style events are based on the 
Soldier’s age group and are on a pass or fail 
basis.”

The pistol competition and road-march 
portion of the competition determine 
whether the badge is awarded gold, silver 
or bronze, he added. Soldiers are required 
to hit three targets with five rounds from 25 
meters away for the pistol competition, and 
during the road-march must carry no less 
than 15 kilograms (33 pounds).

“Soldiers compete for esprit de corps, 
self-fulfillment and satisfaction, to enhance 
their DA photograph and to get looked up 
favorably by promotion authorities with a 
foreign award,” said Osmon.

Capt. Anne Bahu, D Company, 1st 
Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment, said she 
competed in the competition because she 
wanted to make sure that she was able to do 
anything that her students were able to do.

“I’m the commander of the International 
Military Student Office, so I wanted to 
make sure that I had done the things that 
my students were doing,” she said. “It was 
a lot of fun and a great opportunity that I 
couldn’t get at another post.”

The competition was also an opportunity 
for her to see how Soldiers from an 
international military train compared to her 
training in the U.S.

“It’s a lot of fun to be able to meet people 
from different places and learn about their 
military versus our military,” said Bahu. “I 
think everybody in the U.S. Army can run 
and do push-ups and sit-ups, but to have to 
do something completely out of the ordinary 
and learn the techniques and skills of the 
events was very different.”

Bahu said the hardest parts of the 
competition for her were the shot put and 
long jump, because she wasn’t used to the 
discipline required to perform the events.

“I learned from my sergeant major that 
[Soldiers] had to learn that the technique 
of doing shot put had nothing to do with 
throwing a baseball,” said Geller. “It’s very 
hard [for these Soldiers] to fulfill specific 
tasks and disciplines that [they’ve] never 
done before.”

For others, events more common to 
the U.S. were the biggest obstacle of the 
competition.

“I’m not a distance runner,” said 
Sgt. William McGilberry, U.S. Army 

Aeromedical Research Laboratory. “The 
3000-meter run was the absolute hardest 
event for me. I’m a sprinter and I’m good 
at the other track and field events, but the 3k 
run was definitely the hardest.”

This was McGilberry’s second time 
earning the German Armed Forces 
Proficiency Badge in gold and he said he 
will continue to compete in the competition 
for the prestige.

“I want the prestige of getting my fifth 
badge,” he said. “That is my main goal. It’s 

definitely a hard badge to get, but you’re at 
the cream of the crop when you have that 
number behind it.”

Although the prestige of the award 
drives McGilberry to compete, he said the 
camaraderie he feels and his competitive 
nature keeps bringing him back.

“You’re not really competing against 
someone else, but you’re competing for a 
time and the camaraderie,” he said. “Even if 
you’re not the fastest one, everyone is still 
cheering you on.”
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By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

33 Soldiers earn gold for German badge

Participants of the German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge stand with members of the German Army Liaison staff as well as assistant trainers for the 
competition during a pinning ceremony at the Silver Wings Golf Course clubhouse Nov. 8. All participants that finished the competition were awarded the 
German badge in gold.

Photo by Nathan Pfau
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III HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA - PG
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:00 • S &S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:00

IV PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 4 - R
Mon - Fri 7:10 & 9:10 • S &S 2:00, 7:10 & 9:10

$2.00 Upcharge for 3D

I MAN WITH THE IRON FIST - R
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:00 • S &S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:00

II WRECK-IT RALPH - PG
3D* • S &S 2:10 & 7:10* • Mon. -Fri 7:10
2D** 9:15 Everyday

III ARGO - R
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II HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA - PG
Fri 7:00 & 9:00** • Sat 2:00, 7:00 & 9:00
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Read�ness �s cr�t�cal to you. When you select

a un�vers�ty to cont�nue your educat�on,

you’ll want one that �s m�ss�on ready w�th the

programs and the people prepared to meet

your needs.

For more than 50 years, TROY has been

honored to serve our nat�on’s jo�nt forces and

the�r fam�l�es w�th qual�ty academ�c programs

taught w�th m�ss�on ready flex�b�l�ty. W�th

teach�ng s�tes around the globe and h�gh

tech, yet h�gh touch, onl�ne programs through

eTROY, an educat�on from Troy Un�vers�ty �s

w�th�n reach wherever you may be stat�oned.

Educate the mind to think, the heart to feel, the body to act.
- TROY Motto 188�

WE �RE
MISSION RE�DY

In class • Onl�ne • W�th�n reach • www.troy.edu • F�nd us on:

“One of the Top Universities for Troops...” - Military Times
“Ranked Among Top Schools in the Nation” - �orbes Magazine

(Editor’s note: All opinions 
stated in the Video Game Spotlight 
are solely those of the article’s 
author.)

“Call of Duty: Black Ops II” 
might be a little too real. OK, not 
the zombie mode or the fun that 
comes with wiping out your Inter-
net friends in the delicious online 
multiplayer. But the story mode, 
set just 13 years in the future, por-
trays a scary world that might ac-
tually come true. 

But, of course, the game design-
ers wanted to create something 
that was plausible, but still com-
pletely fun and challenging. They 
did that. The story mode portion 
of the game takes place in 2025 

and the world is on the brink of 
war. China has risen to dominate 
the world because it has a mo-
nopoly on rare earth elements that 
are used in most modern technol-
ogy. But the real fun begins when 
a terrorist organization takes over 
America’s airborne drones and 
uses them to attack the very cities 
they are designed to defend. 

Instead of creating a linear story 
that provided each gamer the same 
experience, “Call of Duty: Black 
Ops II” has branching story lines 
that change how the game pro-
ceeds with each major decision 
the gamer makes. That way there 
should be plenty of replay value 
and each gamer’s experience will 
differ. 

Even though it’s set in the fu-
ture, the game doesn’t feature 
laser-toting Soldiers and telepor-

tation, but there is plenty of future 
tech there. Robots play a big role 
and there are plenty of cool new 
weapons as well. 

Previous “Call of Duty” multi-
player options have been ignored 
by the casual gamer because the 
modes are often dominated by 
overzealous and over-caffeinated 
gamers who know every place to 
camp and where every dominant 
weapon resides. While some of 
that is still true in “Call of Duty: 
Black Ops II,” the game’s design-
ers made an effort to create modes 
that will allow the non-hard core 
gamer to battle on even ground 
with the gamer who spends every 
waking hour patrolling the online 
Call of Duty universe. The hard 
core gamer isn’t left out because 
there are places where he can get 
his gun groove on, but it’s nice 

that all levels can have fun in the 
“Call of Duty: Black Ops II” mul-
tiplayer. 

“Call of Duty: Black Ops II” 
is another wonderful addition to 
the Call of Duty hall of honor. 
The story mode is incredibly fun 

and the online multiplayer will 
keep gamers’ guns blazing until 
the next game in the franchise is 
released. 

Reviewed on Xbox 360 

Video Game Spotlight >>

Black Ops II ditches linear story line
By Jim Van Slyke
Contributing Writer

Publisher 
Activision 

Rated 
EMature
Systems

Xbox306, PS3
Cost
$60

Overall 
3.5 out of 4
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