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Fort Rucker’s ninth annual Area Job 
Fair Aug. 22 drew nearly 2,000 job-seek-
ers, a total of 40 employers, and resulted in 
one on-the-spot hire, 1,582 interviews and 
more than 350 potential hires.

Co-sponsored by Army Community Ser-
vice Employment Readiness Program and 
the Ozark Area Chamber of Commerce, 
the event hosted 1,872 registered attend-
ees including 102 military personnel and 
veterans and 97 military Family members, 
according to Tanya Roberts, Ozark Area 
Chamber of Commerce director.

“The Ozark Area Chamber of Com-
merce feels very fortunate to have hosted 
the Fort Rucker Area Job Fair this year. It 
was a great value to the Ozark community 
to have the opportunity for local area job 
seekers to attend a venue that had 40 em-

ployers in one area with a variety of skill 
sets required,” Roberts said.

“Debbie Gaydos, the Fort Rucker Em-
ployment Readiness manager with Army 

Community Service, was a pleasure to 
work with.  She did a wonderful job,” 
Roberts said.

Gaydos said that this year’s job fair was 

well organized, well promoted and that the 
Chamber’s advertising efforts resulted in 
great attendance. 

“We would defi nitely do it again. I think 
we all did a good job of advertising the 
event to the public,” Roberts said.  

Word of mouth contributed to the atten-
dance of more than 500, with newspapers 
and social media attracting another 450. 

“Given the economic times we are 
in currently, it felt good seeing so many 
people have the opportunity to meet with 
multiple hiring employers in one facility.  
The Ozark Civic Center was a perfect ven-
ue for the job fair with its size and layout. 
The employers were very pleased with the 
accommodations,” she added.

“We especially appreciated the incred-
ible support provided by The Ozark Civic 
Center staff and our wonderful team of 
volunteers whose support helped make 
this a successful event,” Roberts said.

SMA Chandler visits Fort Rucker

Col. Douglas M. Gabram, incoming USAACE and Fort Rucker deputy commander, speaks at the Wings of Honor ceremony at the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum Friday. Gabram assumed his duties from Col. Jessie O. Farrington.
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Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond F. 
Chandler III visited Fort Rucker Aug. 
22-23 to see the different training that 
goes on at the installation, as well as 
speak with Soldiers and Families 
about bringing professionalism back 
to the Army.

Chandler visited many of the train-
ing facilities on the post and said what 
he noticed most about Fort Rucker was 
the pride that the people of the installa-
tion took in their work.

“Pride is contagious and when you 
see young men and women excited 
about what they’re doing … it’s re-
ally uplifting and inspiring,” he said. 
“That was really the best thing – the 
people.”

Chandler had the opportunity to ob-
serve and speak with Soldiers going 

through the different types of training 
from advanced individual training and 
the NCO Academy, to fl ight operations 
at Cairns Army Airfi eld and mainte-
nance training.

“The conversations [I had with Sol-
diers] have been very uplifting and 
encouraging,” he said, adding that he 
likes to talk to Soldiers about why they 
chose to serve, and what they think 
about the future of the Army and their 
place in it.

“As with most places that I’ve been 
to, the young men and women here are 
very excited about what they’re do-
ing,” said Chandler. “They believe in 
[what they are doing] and are grateful 
and appreciative to be a part of some-
thing larger than themselves.”

That appreciation is something 
that Chandler said was noticeable in 

Job Fair attracts skill-set seekers, job hopefuls
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Staff Sgt. Walter Watkins, an instructor with C Co., 1st Bn. 13th Avn. Regt., explains to Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond F. Chandler 
III the training that student Pfc. Brendan Sneed is going through at Yano Hall Aug. 22.

USAACE welcomes new deputy

The U.S. Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence welcomed a new 
deputy commander to the installa-
tion and said farewell to a familiar 
face during a ceremony Friday.

Col. Douglas M. Gabram as-
sumed duties as the new USAACE 
and Fort Rucker deputy command-
er from Col. Jessie O. Farrington, 
during the Wings of Honor cer-
emony at the U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum.

“[Gabram] has done so much for 

so many Soldiers,” said Maj. Gen. 
Kevin W. Mangum, USAACE and 
Fort Rucker commanding general 
during the ceremony. “He has a 
great passion for Soldiers, stan-
dards and making a difference.”

Gabram returns to Fort Rucker 
after almost 17 years, where he 
once served as the deputy chief, 
Aviation Planning Group for the 
commanding general from 1993 
to 1995.

He began his military career as 
a distinguished military graduate 
from Bowling Green State Uni-
versity in 1984 and has held posi-

tions including OH-58C Cavalry 
Scout Platoon Leader, and Cav-
alry Troop commander in the 5th 
Squadron, 17th Cavalry, 6th Cav-
alry Brigade in Fort Hood, Texas 
and AH-64 company commander 
with the 1st Battalion, 101st Avia-
tion Regiment, 101st Airborne Di-
vision, Fort Campbell, Ky.

His leadership career also 
includes positions with the 21st 
Cavalry Brigade, Fort Hood, 
Texas, as the brigade S-3, and 
deputy brigade commander; 
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Representatives from Personnel Resources meet with attendees of the ninth annual Fort Rucker Job 
Fair held Aug. 22 in Ozark.
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To ensure the safety and protection of personnel and equip-
ment, Fort Rucker took some necessary precautions to prepare 
for a potential direct hit by Hurricane Isaac. Although the path 
of the storm shifted away from the Wiregrass, Fort Rucker was 
ready. 

Late Sunday afternoon, the command made the decision to 
stack Rucker’s fl eet of training aircraft. The potential weather 
threat at that time warranted this action and was also a chance 
to practice preparedness measures and gain some currency with 
the process, said Col. Don Galli, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence chief of staff.

With the threat being identifi ed as well to the west on Tues-
day, Rucker then began the process of unstacking the aircraft 
and getting them ready for training again. 

“A lot of hard work and dedication went into the past 24 
hours to take a step we thought was a necessary one when the 
decision was made, as we hadn’t exercised our stacking plan 
since the heavy hurricane season of 2005. While we are ex-
tremely relieved the storm is not going to affect the Wiregrass 
as the early forecasts predicted, we are satisfi ed that we instead 
got some awesome training out of this process,” Galli said. 

Personnel should remain vigilant during hurricane season, 
review personal preparedness checklists and have a plan.

Post ready for 
future hurricane 
response
Fort Rucker Public Affairs
Press Release

UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters were stacked inside a hangar at Lowe 
Army Heliport in preparation for anticipated severe weather from 
Hurricane Isaac.
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Perspective

Pfc. William Strawther, 
A Co., 1st Bn., 
11th Avn. Regt.

“Have faith in each other.” 
“Stay in contact with each 

other daily.”
“Have a Family prayer time 

and talk to others in similar 
situations for support.”

“Communication is very 
important. Be truthful and 
honest about issues you are 
concerned with.”

Robbie Shriver, 
military employee

Danny Pattburg, 
civilian employee

Staff Sgt. Mark 
Leonguerrero, 
D Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.  

Army Community Service offers Family Member Resilience 
Training Sept. 6 and 7 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  at  The 
Commons. How can military Families remain resilient?

“
”

“Communication is key. 
You need to stay in touch 
in everyday life by calling, 
Skypeing and writing let-
ters. ”

Angela Putnam, 
military Family member
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Statement of Publication 

authorization
The Army Flier is an autho-

rized publication for members 
of the Department of Defense. 
Contents of the Army Flier are 
not necessarily the official views 
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government, or the Department 
of the Army. 

The editorial content of this 
publication is the responsibility 
of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs 
Office. 

Ten thousand copies are pub-
lished weekly by The Dothan 
Eagle, a private company in no 
way connected with the U.S. 
government under exclusive 
contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

The appearance of advertising 
in this publication, including in-
serts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the 
U.S. Army or The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters
For business, advertisements, 

subscriptions or to report print-
ing errors, contact The Do-
than Eagle, 227 N. Oates St., 
Dothan, AL 36303 or call (334) 
792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is respon-
sible for all printing matters and 
commercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. 
for the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the 
Army Flier is prepared, edited, 
provided and approved by the 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity 

Statement
Everything advertised in this 

publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use or 
patronage without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin, age, marital status, 

physical handicap, political 
affiliation or any other non-merit 
factor of the purchaser, user or 
patron. 

If a violation or rejection of 
this equal opportunity policy by 
an advertiser is confirmed, the 
publisher shall refuse to print 
advertising from that source 
until the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts
Contribute news items or 

photographs by contacting the 
Army Flier, Public Affairs Office, 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence, Fort Rucker, AL 
36362, or call (334) 255-2028 
or 255-1239; calls to other 
PAO numbers are not normally 
transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please 
contact the editor at jhughes@
armyflier.com.

ACE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy

Have the courage to ask the question, but stay • 
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you • 
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy

Remove any means that could be used for self-• 

injury.
Calmly control the situation, do not use force.• 
Actively listen to produce relief.• 

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.• 
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a • 
behavioral health professional or a primary care 
provider.

The Army is changing the way leaders, Soldiers and safety 
professionals receive seasonal safety information, and also 
are asking that everyone keep their eyes open for the signs 
they or their buddy might be at risk of an accident.

The Army Safe Autumn Campaign, launching Tuesday, 
will be the fi rst of four seasonal installments in this redesign, 
and additionally serves as the kickoff for the overarching 
“Know the Signs” safety awareness effort.

“No Soldier comes into the Army without certain expecta-
tions,” said Brig. Gen. Timothy J. Edens, director of Army 
Safety and commanding general, U.S. Army Combat Readi-
ness/Safety Center. “Likewise, the Army has its own expec-
tations, chiefl y that Soldiers will abide by their training and 
standards and act in a disciplined manner 24/7. Unfortunately, 
we’re seeing that some Soldiers don’t believe training, disci-
pline or standards apply off duty.”

Just shy of the end of fi scal 2012, the majority of the 103 
Soldier deaths occurring off duty have been attributed to in-
discipline, especially regarding privately owned vehicle and 
motorcycle fatalities. A number of leaders at the rank of E5 
and above have been involved in fatal accidents attributed to 
indiscipline, a fact that alarms USACR/Safety Center Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Rick Stidley.

“Young Soldiers look up to their leaders, there’s absolutely 
no doubt about that,” Stidley said. “Any leader who willfully 
disregards the standards he enforces on his Soldiers is a ter-
rible example and shouldn’t be leading in the fi rst place.”

The KTS campaign is themed around the idea that some-
one always knows when a Soldier is at risk for an accident 
— whether it’s the Soldier, his battle buddies or his leaders. 
Intervention can be diffi cult, but it’s often the only way to 
take action before a troubled Soldier’s life ends in tragedy. 
Each of the four seasonal campaigns will fall under the larger 
KTS umbrella.

Edens encouraged all members of the Army Family to visit 
the USACR/Safety Center home page, https://safety.army.
mil, for more information on KTS and the schedule of sea-
sonal safety campaign releases.

“Safety has to be an imperative in our formations,” he said. 
“These campaigns are one way leaders can make that happen, 
but tools are just tools until someone puts them into action.”

“Remember that every product we release is just a baseline 
— leaders can tailor them to their own unique needs. The 
important thing is getting the information out there to your 
Soldiers.”

By U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Center
Public Affairs Press Release

Know the signs, save Soldiers’ lives

COURTESY GRAPHIC
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Military Families come from all walks of 
life, and the Exceptional Family Member 
Program is reaching out into the commu-
nity with a campaign to fi nd and help Fami-
lies with special needs.

The 2012 EFMP Family and Child Find 
Campaign in September is designed to 
reach out, connect with and identify those 
Families through education with displays in 
the post exchange and the Center Library, 
as well as Story Time at the Center Library 
and Picerne Military Housing.

“The campaign is a big push,” said Mar-
ion Cornish, Army Community Service 
EFMP manager. “We try to identify Fami-
lies all year round, but we do some extra 
things for the campaign to go out, meet the 
community and let them know that we’re 
here.”

The goal of EFMP is to make sure that 
Families with special needs can get the 
services they require for their exceptional 
Family member, said Cornish.

“Special needs incorporates a lot of 
things from special education services 
to early intervention services,” she said. 
“Also, if [a Family member] is seeing any 
type of therapist such as a speech or physi-
cal therapist, or any type of specialized care 
provider, they should be screened for pos-
sible enrollment in the program.”

Displays placed at the post exchange 
and the Center Library will be available 
for people to visit from Sept. 12-21, and 
will have information about the program, 
including information on if and how they 
should enroll.

People can visit the displays and talk with 
EFMP members who will be mingling with 
the community and educating people on the 
program during peak hours of the day, said 
Cornish.

The Center Library display will feature 
books that relate to different types of dis-
abilities that individuals may have to go in 
conjunction with the Story Time activity.

“We did [Story Time] last year and it 

generated a lot of interest, so we decided 
to do it again,” said Cornish. “The stories 
will be about individuals with disabilities to 
help children relate.”

The Story Time sessions will be at two 
different locations: the Center Library Sept. 
14, and Picerne Military Housing Sept. 
16 and 26, with both sessions going from 
10:15-11 a.m. An arts and craft session will 
follow the Story Time session and are usu-
ally tied in with the stories that were read, 
said Cornish.

Reading books that relate to a child’s dis-
ability is a way that parents can communi-
cate with children to help them understand, 
said the EFMP manager.

“Sometimes it’s a challenge when trying 
to explain things to children,” she said. “It 
can also help siblings understand that their 
brother or sister is a little different and teach 
them why we need to spend more time with 
them or develop a different set of skills.”

Another activity that Families can get 
involved with is the ACS Family Bowling 

Night Sept. 13 at the Fort Rucker Bowling 
Center. EFMP members will be present to 
promote the campaign and answer ques-
tions that Families might have. 

“We just want to do what we can to let 
Families know that we’re trying to help, 
and the way we do that is by getting this 
information out,” said Cornish. “If a doctor 
can diagnose it, then it’s worth considering 
whether or not [the Family member] should 
be enrolled in the program.”

For more information, call 255-9277.

News Briefs
Army Doctrine Overview

The U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence 
Directorate of Training and Doctrine will host an 
Army Doctrine Overview Sept. 10 in the Seneff 
Warfi ghting Center After Action Report Room dur-
ing two identical sessions, at 8:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Representatives from the U.S. Army Combined 
Arms Doctrine Division at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., 
will provide an overview of the Army’s current and 
evolving doctrinal concepts. The unclassifi ed brief-
ing is open to all USAACE staff and faculty, and 
professional military education students.

For more information, call Maj. Terry Brooks at 
255-3551.

ACAP employer day
The Fort Rucker Army Career and Alumni Pro-

gram Center hosts Waffl e House, PHI Helicopter, 
the Social Security Administration, the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety and Verizon Wireless for 
an employer day on Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. in the Bldg. 5700, second fl oor break room. 
Active duty military, veterans, retirees and their 
spouses are welcome to attend and network with 
these military-friendly employers. Even if it’s a 

while before people transition, ACAP offi cials say 
it is never too early to network. 

For more, call 255-3932.

Case lot sale
The Fort Rucker Commissary hosts a case lot 

sale Sept. 14-16. The sale will feature deals and 
coupons linked to products as everything is sold by 
the case. For more on the commissary, visit www.
commissaries.com or call 255-2212.

Lost and found
Fort Rucker Community Police have a Nintendo 

DS and a case of tools that were found on post in its 
lost and found department. 

To get more information or to check to see if the 
property belongs to them, people can call 255-2861 
or 255-1359.

CAC check
People need to look at their Common Access 

Cards for the wording “Oberthur ID One 128 v5.5 
Dual” or “Gemalto TOPDLGX4 144” in the laser 
engraving above the magnetic strip on the back of 

the card. If neither is there, the CAC must be re-
placed prior to Oct. 1 or people’s certifi cates will 
not be recognized.

For more information or to set an appointment to 
have a card replaced, call 255-2437 or 255-2182.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree Council 

meets the fi rst Thursday of each month in The 
Landing at 11:30 a.m. The meeting is an open fo-
rum and all retirees are invited to attend.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednes-

days-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and also the 
fi rst Saturday of the month from 8 a.m. to noon, un-
less it falls on a holiday weekend and then the shop 
will be open on the second Saturday. The thrift shop 
needs people’s unwanted items. People can drop off 
donations at any time in the shed behind the shop 
(former Armed Forces Bank building) located in 
front of the theater next door to the bowling alley. 
Donations are tax deductible. 

For more, call 255-9595.

Parker awards
The deadline for submitting nominees for the 

2012 Lt. Gen. Ellis D. Parker awards is Nov. 2. The 
Army-level Parker awards are given each year to 
recognize excellence at the battalion level, the pri-
mary warfi ghting Army Aviation force.

The Parker awards are broken into four catego-
ries: Combat, Combat Support, Combat Service 
Support, and Table of Distribution and Allowances. 
One winner will be selected as the Top Aviation 
Battalion in each category. Each winner will then 
compete for the title of Top Aviation Battalion of 
the Year.

The guidelines and nomination format can 
be obtained from the USAACE G-1/4 website at 
http://www.rucker.army.mil/usaace/g1-g4/award_
edp.html.  Inquiries can be made by calling the 
USAACE G-1 Awards Section at 255-1487.

Child Find
Fort Rucker Primary School conducts on-going 

Child Find screenings. People who suspect their 
child, ages 2-4, has a developmental delay in any 
area can call Michelle Griffi n at 598-4473 to set up 
an appointment.

The main entrance to Lyster 
Army Health Clinic will not be 
accessible after Saturday as a result 
of construction to install a revolving 
door, but several alternate entrances 
to the building will open for staff 
and patients. 

During construction, that is 
expected to last 45 days, Lyster 
offi cials ask for patience, but 
guarantee the renovation will 
improve the building on several 
levels, said Robbie Johnson, chief 
of facilities at Lyster.

“The center of the new door will 
be to the right of where the sliding 
doors currently stand. The outside 
sliding doors will be gone, but the 
inside sliding doors will remain,” 
he said. 

A raised roof covered walkway 
will be built over the existing 
walkway from the parking area 
that will consist of a handicap 
entrance and ramp. The revolving 
door will be handicap accessible, 
but Johnson said some patrons at 
Lyster have expressed concerns 
that the revolving door will move 
too quickly for wheelchairs.

“The door can sense when a 
wheelchair or walker has entered 
and will slow its rotation to 
accommodate their slower pace. 
The technology is perfectly safe 

for a wheelchair bound person, but 
since many may prefer a normal 
sliding door, one will remain and 
a ramp will be constructed for 
those not relaxed enough to use the 
revolving door,” he said.

Other than being aesthetically 
pleasing, Lyster is putting in the 
door for fi nancial reasons, he 
added.

“When both of the sliding doors 
open at the same time, it creates 
a wind tunnel that wastes the air 
conditioning. In the summer it pulls 
in the hot air and during the winter 
it sucks out the warm air. The 
revolving door will save hundreds 
of dollars a week in electric costs,” 
said Johnson.

The project is a half-million 

dollar plan that will not only save 
money by being energy effi cient, 
but will help the staff control the 
environment inside the building. 
A considerable amount of 
landscaping will also be done to 
make the facility more welcoming, 
he added.

“It is the commander’s intent to 
take the plain, institutional-looking 
entrance and jazz it up; make it have 
more pizzazz and say ‘welcome,’” 
said Johnson.

During construction, new 
entrances will be available for 
patrons. Signs will direct patients 
to the side entrances that will be 
accessible, he said.

“The old western emergency 
room entrance and the old east 

handicap ramp will be open for 
patients. The primary care clinic 
entrance will also open up for 
patrons. These three entrances will 
remain open after construction is 
complete,” said Johnson.

Lyster has added 10 handicap 
parking spots on the west side of 
the building to help accommodate 
disabled patrons who will now be 
parking near that entrance, he said. 

The building has seen other 
updates and construction in the past 
year and will see more in 2013.

“We helped increase patient fl ow 
by adding three exam rooms and 
we are currently adding dry fi re 
suppressant to the computer rooms 
to contain a fi re if one should spark 
from the room. We will also be 
installing a new generator and 
switch gear. It will downsize the 
generator room, but upgrades the 
electronics, so it will be more fuel 
effi cient,” said Johnson.

A few projects are projected to 
begin next year.

“We will change the pharmacy 
and lab areas entirely. We will move 
the pharmacy out to the fi eld in a 
temporary building. As soon as the 
pharmacy space is renovated the 
lab will move and its old space will 
be renovated to accommodate the 
pharmacy. Once that is complete 
the pharmacy will move out of the 
temporary building and move back 
into Lyster to the new pharmacy 

area,” said Johnson.
“We also plan on placing 

new fl oors throughout the entire 
building next year with green 
product fl ooring, and we are also 
working on a new behavioral 
health clinic. Currently the clinic is 
spread out in three different areas, 
so we want to combine them and 
give it a separate entrance. We want 
renovate and enlarge the physical 
therapy department, too,” added 
Johnson.

All of the projects projected to 
begin next year, according to Staff 
Sgt. Javier Ramirez, NCO in charge 
of the patient center medical home, 
are to make the building function 
in this century’s patient-focused 
medicine environment without 
building an entire new facility.

“Revamping the building is in the 
best interest of all the patients,” he 
said. “Everything is geared toward 
a better experience for the patient. 
The product is going to provide a 
better healthcare experience as a 
whole for everyone,” he said.

 All the renovations will promote 
the Army’s mission to prevent 
Soldiers and their Families from 
getting sick rather than treating sick 
people, he added.

“It’s a focus on wellness rather 
than healthcare. We are going to 
do the best we can to mitigate the 
inconvenience of construction. Just 
please bear with us,” said Ramirez.

Lyster Health Clinic prepares for construction 
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Marion Cornish, Exceptional Family Member Program manager, reads to Families during last year’s Story Time session for the EFMP Child Find Campaign.

Child find campaign helps military Families
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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The entrance of Lyster Army Health Clinic will go under construction starting Saturday 
to create an energy effi cient entrance and walkway for staff and patients. 



the training of the Soldiers at Fort Rucker, 
adding that he was most impressed by a 
young air traffi c controller at Cairns Army 
Airfi eld.

“There was a young sergeant who had 
been in the Army for four years and she was 
actually directing aircraft departures and ar-
rivals,” he said. “Out at the airfi eld, there is a 
whole bunch of aircraft taking off and land-
ing, and here is a young woman … and she is 
in charge. I don’t know about you, but that’s 
pretty inspiring.”

Chandler wasn’t the only one that was 
inspired as his wife, Jeanne, also toured the 
base and conducted a meet-and-greet with 
Soldiers and Families at Bldg. 5700, visited 
the Munson Heights Housing Community, 
met with Munson Heights employees and 
members of a Family Readiness Group.

Jeanne said she was very impressed with 
the Munson Heights Neighborhood Center 
and the amenities provided to the residents 
by the facility and its employees.

“Thank you for all that you do,” she said 
to the employees. “Having functions and ac-
tivities, and providing these types of services 
is so important in order to support our [Sol-
diers and their Families].”

The Sergeant Major of the Army’s visit to 
Fort Rucker wasn’t just to tour the installa-
tion, however. He also came to discuss seri-
ous issues with Soldiers and Families rang-
ing from sexual assault, hazing in the Army, 
and the stigma associated with seeking help.

“We’re trying to make the blueprint for the 
nation by changing the cultural awareness 
[on sexual assault],” said Chandler. “We’re 
trying to eliminate sexual assault.

He said that viewpoints must change and it 
starts with professionalism in the Army and 
the way Soldiers conduct themselves both in 
and out of uniform.

“The American people demand more from 
us than they do the rest of society,” he said.

About 1,700 sexual assaults were reported 
in the Army last year, according to Chandler, 

but only an estimated third of all sexual as-
saults are actually reported.

“We’re not going to leave anyone behind,” 
he said. “This strikes to the core of who we 
say we are as professionals and our Army 
policy is to treat everyone with dignity and 
respect.”

Hazing is another issue that Chandler dis-
cussed with the Soldiers and Families during 
a town hall meeting.

“We’ve had a policy about hazing since 
the mid 1980s. Hazing, it’s things that you 
do that could be confused as a right of pas-
sage that end up humiliating, injuring and 
intimidating a Soldier, and we’ve got a prob-
lem with this,” he said. “It’s unchecked be-
havior and we’ve got to police it up. We owe 
it to the person sitting next to us, we owe it 
to the Army and we owe it to the American 
people,” he said.

After Chandler spoke on the issues of haz-
ing and sexual assault, he took questions 
from the audience, one of which brought up 
the issue of the stigma associated with seek-
ing help in the Army.

Chandler spoke of a near-death experience 
he had while deployed that affected him in a 
way that caused him to turn off his emotions 
to be able to continue his job as a command 
sergeant major. He said it affected him in 
such a way that he sought out individual and 
Family counseling.

“It made a big difference in my life,” he 
said. “If I can be the Sergeant Major of the 
Army and be in health care counseling, you 
can be in whatever it is that you do, and get 
help and get counseling, and there is nothing 
wrong with that.”

If a Soldier or Family member feels the 
need to seek help, Chandler recommends 
they do so and said that seeking help is a 
mark of personal courage.

“I had some help and it was good, and it 
has really made a huge difference in my life. 
I’m a better man, I’m a better husband, I’m 
a better father and, last but not least, I’m a 
better Soldier because of my counseling,” he 
said.
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Alabids.com
UNBELIEVABLE DISCOUNTS!

2009 JOHN DEERE Z425 MOWER FROM SUNSOUTH
($3,89900 RETAIL VALUE) SOLD FOR $3,00000!

CONTACT DOTHAN EAGLE ADVERTISING AT 702-2600
FOR MORE INFORMATION

SMA: Chandler stresses importance of seeking help
Continued from Page A1

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU AND SARA E. MARTIN

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond F. Chandler III speaks to NCOs at the post theater during his visit to Fort Rucker Aug. 22.

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond F. Chandler III is escorted by Staff Sgt. Jeremy Patterson, of C Co., 1st Bn., 13th 
Avn. Regt., through Yano Hall to observe Soldiers in training during his visit to Fort Rucker Aug. 22.

Jeanne Chandler, wife of Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond F. Chandler III, meets with members of the Fort 
Rucker Community Spouses’ Club during her visit to Fort Rucker Aug. 22.
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Deputy: Gabram hopes to live up to Farrington’s reputation
Continued from Page A1

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

CW5 Michael L. Reese, Chief Warrant Offi cer of the Aviation Branch, welcomes Col. Douglas M. Gabram as the new USAACE deputy commander at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum Friday while Gabram’s wife, 
Lori, is welcomed by another member of the Fort Rucker community.

We accept
Active Duty Co-pay is ZERO.•
Non-Active Duty generic co-pays $5; most brand name co-pays $12•
Prompt, Professional and Caring Service•
Time-saving drive-through window•
Name brand over-the-counter medicines and many economically•
priced store brands
Large selection of vitamins and dietary supplements•

DALEVILLE
181 Hwy 134 West

(across from Prime Care)
598-4242

ENTERPRISE
607A Boll Weevil Circle
(Across from Walmart)

347-4242

Attention Military

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!
NOW OPEN IN ENTERPRISE!

Zack s

Fried Green
TomatoesServed Daily!

battalion commander for the 1st Battalion, 
101st Aviation Regiment, 101st Airborne 
Division during two Operation Iraqi 
Freedom deployments; and executive 
offi cer to the commanding general of the 
Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat 
Organization in the Pentagon.

Farrington, a long-time friend of Ga-
bram’s, had nothing but praise for the 
incoming deputy commander as he ad-
dressed the audience.

“You’re getting a great deputy com-
mander in Colonel Doug Gabram,” said 
Farrington. “Doug and Lori Gabram are 
the real deal and an awesome Army cou-
ple. He is our most combat experienced 
Army Aviation colonel – I think he’s going 
to do well here.”

Gabram is an experienced Aviator who 
is qualifi ed in the UH-1H, OH-58A/C, 

AH-1, AH-64A and AH-64D Longbow 
Apache, and comes to Fort Rucker from 
his previous assignment in Fort Hood, 
Texas, as the brigade commander of the 
1st Air Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, and said that he hopes to live up to 
the reputation that Farrington has attained 
on the installation.

“I’m proud to call him my friend and 
I’m a better person having crossed paths 
with Jess Farrington. He is a proven war-
rior, respected leader and a true gun pilot. 
You can fake attitude, you can fake enthu-
siasm, but you can’t fake passion, and Jess 
possesses over-the-top passion for our pro-
fession,” said Gabram. “I’ll do the best I 
can do to sustain the altitude and airspeed 
you created in this position.”

Farrington will continue his service on 
Fort Rucker as a special assistant to the 
commanding general before he retires in 
March with more than 36 years of service.

As the ceremony came to a close, Ga-
bram thanked all of the senior leaders and 
his Family before sharing a fi nal thought.

“Our mission here is to continue to pro-
duce the best combat Aviators and Soldiers 

with a warrior ethos built on mutual trust, 
and high technical and tactical competence 
to take care of our Soldiers on the ground 
in the tough fi ghts,” he said.
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REAL ESTATE PAGE

• Trusted 38 Years
• Quality Service Pinnacle

2009, 2010 & 2011
• 2008, 2007, 2005 #1 Century

21 Office In Alabama
• Top 21 Producing

Century 21 Office In
Alabama 1995-2011

• Top 21 Century 21 Office
in the Southeast Region
1988-2011

www.c21regencyrealty.com
531 Boll Weevil Circle

334.347.0048

Each office is Independently Owned and Operated

118 Brian: Affordable starter or investment! Think you can’t afford
to buy? Own this for less than typical rent. 2 BR/1.5 BA townhouse
convenient to Hwy 84 & Ft. Rucker. Mary Jones 334-790-2933

300 Arrowhead: A lot of space
for a big family. 5 BR/3.5 BA, can
accommodate a big crowd. Wonderful
house with separate dining room, eat in kitchen, office area, screened
porch, wet bar, fireplace and more. John Sizemore 334-389-1450 &
Nancy Cafiero 334-389-1758 Se habla Espanol

5006 CR 36: Country setting, charming & well
maintained, workshop with electricity, extra shed
with deck, roof, HVAC, counter tops and carpet 5
years old. Motivated sellers, bring offers. Bonus room could be used
as an office/4th bedroom or additional living room. Huge area for
garden, pecans and grapes. Quick drive to beaches. Debbie Sunbrock
334-406-9079

6234 Hwy 167: 1 +/- acre lot with 3 BR/1 BA
home, sold as is, must see. Needs a little love. Jackie
Thompson 334-406-1231

16027 Hwy 134: Affordable starter or investment!
Think you can’t afford to buy? Own this for less than
typical rent. 2 BR/1.5 BA townhouse convenient to
Hwy 84 & Ft. Rucker. Mary Jones 334-790-2933

113 Springdale: Looking for a small house to buy
instead of renting? Move in ready! 3 bedrooms with
many improvements. Fran Claytor Kaltenbaugh 334-790-5973

98 CR 15: Adorable 2 BR/2 BA on approx. 1.3 acres.
Some updating inside & out. Nice laundry room with
tons of cabinetry, room kitchen, cute columned dining room. Master
suite with his & her closets, huge workshop with electric & plumbed.
Mary Jones 334-790-2933

122 Pondella: Don’t miss this low
maintenance, well cared for home
on the way to Fort Rucker. Very nice,
updated, newer exterior and windows. Fran Claytor Kaltenbaugh
334-790-5973 and Bob Kuykendall 334-369-8534

202 Morningview: Low price in Valley Stream! Cute
home, 3 BR/2 BA split plan, eat in kitchen opens up
to screened porch. Fenced yard for the kids. Separate
laundry room and large pantry. Mary Jones 334-790-2933

203 Moates: Park-like setting with mature shade trees
surround this well cared for home that reflects lots of
care & pride. In tip-top shape, it offers a very large
family room with gas log fireplace, vaulted ceiling. Family room,
private screened in porch, dining room, breakfast area, split bedrooms.
Judy Dunn 334-301-5656

110 Fountain Crest: Very nice and
ready for occupancy. Fran Claytor
Kaltenbaugh 334-790-5973 and
Bob Kuykendall 334-369-8534

New construction: 205 Winterberry: The Cottages at Woodland Park:
These cottages are tucked in the woods off Boll Weevil Circle. While
providing privacy, they offer the convenience to schools, shopping,
golf, restaurants and minutes from Ft. Rucker. Stainless appliances,
lowe E windows, irrigation system, 2” faux wood blinds, framed
mirrors in bathroom and tray ceiling in grandroom. (Maple Leaf Plan)
Exclusively marketed Century 21

View more pictures of these homes at www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on

Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

VISIT OUR YOUTUBE
REAL ESTATE CHANNEL

3 BR/2 BA, fenced wooded lot, convenient to Rucker Blvd and
schools. JACKIE THOMPSON 334-406-1231

58 CR 171: Beautiful home in Hunter Ridge. Hardwood floors
throughout, custom cabinets, granite counter tops, stainless
appliances, pretty custom trim package & custom built mantel.
Claw foot tub & tiled shower in MBA. Custom cabinets and sink
in laundry room, huge lot (1.05 +/-) with mature hardwood trees,
plenty of room for a pool. BOB KUYKENDALL 334-369-8534

109 PRATT $132,500

HUNTER RIDGE $289,900

View more pictures of these homes at www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on

Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

209 WINTERBERRY: $163,500: The Cottages at Woodland Park: These cottages are
tucked in the woods off the Boll Weevil Circle. While providing privacy, they offer the
convenience to schools, shopping, golf, restaurants and minutes from Fort Rucker. Stainless
appliances, lowe E windows, irrigation system, 2” faux wood blinds, framed mirrors in
bathroom and tray ceiling in grandroom. (Laurel Plan) Exclusively marketed BY CENTURY
21, 347-0048

3 BR/2 BA, attractive home nestled in mature trees and flowers
(azalea bushes). Fenced and private , no neighbors behind house,
covered front porch and screened back porch. Very nice plus fish
pond. ANGIE GOODMAN 334-464-7869

VERY NICE AND SPACIOUS home with many extras situated
on a large lot. Must see this home today. FRAN CLAYTOR
334-790-5973

LARGE OAK shaded lot with 3 BR/2 BA and a bonus room.
Conveniently located. PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653

NEW CONSTRUCTION 2 STORY

106 FIELDCREST $126,000

102 HOMESTEAD $206,950

4503 HWY 123 $109,900

View more pictures of these homes at www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on

Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

CONVENIENT TO FT RUCKER and Dothan. Kids can attend
Enterprise or Daleville schools. Very nice, open floor plan with large
back yard. Very nice ceramic shower. Fran Claytor 334-790-5973

LOTS OF SHADE with this 3 BR/2 BA in nice Ozark neighbor-
hood. Large oaks, fenced yard. PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653

203 WINTERBERRY: The Cottages at Woodland Park: These cottages are tucked in the
woods off Boll Weevil Circle. While providing privacy, they offer the convenience to schools,
shopping, golf, restaurants and minutes from Ft. Rucker. Stainless appliances, lowe E win-
dows, irrigation system, 2” faux wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom and tray ceiling in
grandroom. (Winterberry Plan) EXCLUSIVELY MARKETED BY CENTURY 21, 347-0048

68 HANNA $219,900

439 SHARON $46,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION $149,500

OPEN SUNDAY 2:00 – 4:00

503 W MAIN: HARTFORD
COMPLETELY REDONE, solar heated

salt pool, hardwood floors, deck.
LUDA STRECK

449-2826
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SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, Hawaii — Sol-
diers of the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 25th 
Infantry Division participated in Unmanned 
Aircraft System training Aug. 21.

The training was conducted by instructors 
from the Small Unmanned Aircraft School 
based at Fort Benning, Ga. The Raven plat-
form used in this training is a small hand 
launched system capable of 90-minute fl ight 
times on battery power with a range of more 
than 10 kilometers.

“The Raven payload includes an infra-
red camera system to allow night operation 
as well as front and side day cameras,” said 
Sgt. Gustavo Nogueira, an instructor from the 

Small Unmanned Aircraft School. “There is 
also a laser illuminator that allows targets to be 
designated from the air to allow ground troops 
to identify and engage targets.”

The Raven system has been used by the 
2nd BCT in combat and is a valued asset to a 
ground force.

“This system was employed by the brigade 
during the last deployment to Iraq,” said CW4 
Matt Roman, the brigade’s Master Raven 
Trainer. “It provides situational awareness to 
the commander instantaneously from an aerial 
perspective.”

The system is extremely portable and can 
easily be deployed into a combat situation by 
a two-man team.

“The system is ruck sack portable and can be 
launched within 15 minutes from the ground 

or a moving tactical vehicle,” Nogueira said. 
“A two-man team is capable of launching and 
conducting Raven missions from anywhere on 
the battlefi eld.”

The information that can be gathered and re-
layed instantly is a valuable asset to any ground 
commander. It provides information critical to 
making an informed decision on where and 
when to employ other combat assets.

“This system provides the commander with 
a bird’s eye view of the battle ground and can 
be used for reconnaissance, surveillance and 
target acquisition among other capabilities,” 
Nogueira said.

The training was new for some of the 
Soldiers and provided them with a realistic 

Face of defense: Apache 
pilot fulfi lls lifelong dream

CW2 Laura Tanski stands by the AH-64 Apache helicopter she pilots Aug. 16 at Marshall Army 
Airfi eld, Fort Riley, Kan. 

U.S. ARMY PHOTO

FORT RILEY, Kan. — Although CW2 Laura 
Tanski fi rst “slipped the surly bonds of Earth” as 
an Army Aviator two years ago, she has been liv-
ing in the clouds for most of her life.

“For as long as I can remember, my room was 
fi lled with airplanes and helicopters,” Tanski, an 
AH-64 Apache helicopter pilot with the 1st In-
fantry Division’s 1st Combat Aviation Brigade, 
said recently. “I have always loved Aviation, and I 
knew since I was a kid that I was going to fl y.”

Tanski’s route to the skies began in her home-
town of Dearborn Heights, Mich., long before she 
was even old enough to ride a bike, much less fl y 
a helicopter.

“We were always attending air shows or visiting 
the air museum,” said Patricia Tanski, the Apache 
pilot’s mother. “Her passion for fl ying just grew 
and grew.”

While in high school, Tanski got her fi rst taste 
of fl ight during fl ying lessons at a local airport. 
That quick taste, which included a rather harrow-
ing solo fl ight in a snowstorm, left the young pilot 
hooked.

“I am fascinated by the fact that a huge machine 
like a plane or a helicopter can actually fl y,” she 
said. “I wanted to be a part of that.”

After a short tour with the Air Force and a 
deployment to Iraq with the 25th Inf. Div. as an 
Army air traffi c controller, Tanski decided that it 
was time that she stopped managing aircraft from 
the ground. She put in her paperwork to attend 
fl ight school and was selected in early 2008.

“The day I got selected for fl ight school was the 
best day of my life,” she said. “I just kept looking 
at that selection list on the computer — I had to 
double and triple check it to make sure I was see-
ing things right.”

FORT HOOD, Texas — 
Iconic, dependable, reliable, 
tough, a workhorse, an air 
cavalryman’s steed.

All were used to describe 
the UH-1 Iroquois, af-
fectionately known as the 
“Huey,” during its retire-
ment ceremony, Aug. 18, at 
Robert Grey Army Airfi eld, 
when the 21st Cavalry Bri-
gade (Air Combat) con-
ducted a ceremonial airlift 
with the fi nal three UH-1s 
remaining in the active-duty 
Army.

At the end of August, 
21st Cav. Bde. Commander 
Col. Neil Hersey said those 
Hueys will be fl own to, and 
retired with Army Aviation 
and Missile Life Cycle Man-
agement Command that is 
headquartered at Redstone 
Arsenal in Huntsville, Ala.

Hersey called the UH-1’s 
retirement bittersweet.

“It’s an honor to be a part 
of the ceremony that sends 
them off appropriately,” he 
said. “It’s sad because this 
platform has meant so much 
to this unit over the years 
and to the Army as a whole. 
It really made the helicop-
ter, in Army Aviation, the 
important aspect of Army 
Aviation that it is.”

CW5 Jimmy Green, III 
Corps standardization pi-
lot, said this ceremony was 
about putting these ma-
chines and the veterans who 
fl ew them up on a pedestal.

“We’ve taken those Hu-
eys to a lot of static displays 
around Texas and different 
veterans memorials, and a 
lot of those guys, their lives 
were changed by this ma-
chine,” Green said. “They 
were saved by it, they were 
hauled out by medeva; they 
were lifted in as troops 
and brought out of hot fi re. 
There are a lot of guys who 
get really emotional with 
this machine.”

During a reception held 
later in the evening, Aug. 
18, the guest speaker was re-
tired Lt. Gen. Paul E. Funk, 
a former III Corps and Fort 
Hood commanding general. 
During Vietnam, Funk was 
an Air Cavalry Troop com-
mander in 1st Squadron, 9th 
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cav-
alry Division.

Veterans 
join 21st 
Cav. for 
Hueys’ 
fi nal lift

Pvt. Eric Jessee, B Co., 1st Bn., 21st Inf. Regt., launches a Raven UAS as part of the training missions conducted Aug. 21 at Schofi eld Barracks, Hawaii. The Raven system 
is used to gather intelligence from the air and requires only a two-man team to launch and control in order to provide critical intelligence to the command team.

PHOTO BY SGT. DANIEL KYLE JOHNSON

Ravens fly over Schofield

3-event APFT retained pending readiness study

FORT EUSTIS, Va. — The 
Army will retain the current three-
event Army Physical Fitness Test, 
pending a study to determine the 
best method to measure baseline 
Soldier physical readiness.

U.S. Army Training and Doc-
trine Command found that imple-
menting changes to how the Army 
assesses physical fi tness would be 
premature. 

“We anticipate that the baseline 
Soldier physical readiness study, 
linked to Warrior Tasks and Battle 
Drills, may generate new informa-
tion that affects how we develop 
and test physical fi tness,” said 
TRADOC Command Sgt. Maj. 
Daniel A. Dailey. 

What was proposed?
In 2011, TRADOC implemented 

a physical fi tness training philoso-
phy that Soldiers are better prepared 
if they train how they would fi ght. 
This prompted the Army Physical 
Fitness School to reevaluate a Sol-
dier’s physical capabilities. 

A fi ve-event Army Physical 
Readiness Test was developed and 
proposed to replace the current 
three-event APFT. The proposed 
test eliminated situps and included 
the following: 60-yard shuttle run, 
one-minute rower, standing long 
jump, one-minute pushup and 
1.5-mile run. 

More than 10,000 Soldiers 
worldwide participated in pilot 

The Army will retain the current three-event Army Physical Fitness Test, pending a 
study to determine the best method to measure baseline Soldier physical readiness. 
Pictured here, a Soldier assigned to the 8th Military Police Brigade completes a situp 
as part of the Army Physical Fitness Test during the 8th Military Police Brigade’s Best 
Warrior Competition at Schofi eld Barracks, Hawaii, April 10.

PHOTO BY SPC. MARCUS FITCHTL

By Mollie Miller 
1st Infantry Division

By Daniel Cernero
III Corps and Fort Hood 
Public Affairs 

By USEUCOM Public Affairs 
Army News Service

By Stephanie Slater
TRADOC 

SEE DREAM, PAGE B4

SEE APFT, PAGE B4 SEE HUEY, PAGE B4

SEE RAVEN, PAGE B4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

FREE ADS
TREASURE SEEKERS

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

HORSES & CATTLE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
CLERICAL & ADMINISTRATIVE

ENGINEERING

INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

HEALTHCARE

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

HOMES WITH ACREAGENEED TO PLACE AN AD?
It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives
and they will be glad to assist you.

û CEMETERY LOTS: GARDEN OF MEMORY
431 N. Dothan 2 spaces together in

Garden of Valor $2400. OBO 334-799-2138

I Pay CASH for Diabetic test
strips. Up to $10 per box!
Most brands considered.
All boxes must be unopened

and unexpired.
Call Matt 334-392-0260

Uncle Bob’s Restaurant & Bar For Sale
2109 Ross Clark Circle Dothan.

Owner has day job and needs to sell.
Asking $150,000. Call 334-726-2168

†† DIABETIC TEST STRIPS NEEDED ††
I BUY SEALED/UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Baby Things Store
"Like Us" On Our Facebook Page

Swings, Cribs, Fomula, Toys & Clothes
1330 Hartford Hwy Ste 1, Dothan 334-794-6692
Interment rights for two in Memory Hill Ceme-
tery, The Garden of the Pines, Lot 211, Section
2, Spaces 1 and 4 in the monument section of-
fering raised bright granite markers. $1,500
each, $2,500 for both, OBO; these rights cur-
rently sell for $2,100 each. For questions or ad-
ditional information we can be reached at (407)
504-5657 or by email at memory.hill.cemetery@
gmail.com.

STOP GNAT, FLY, & MOSQUITO BITES!
Buy Swamp Gator All Natural
Insect Repellent.

Family Safe-Use head to toe.
Available at The Home Depot

Bowflex Motivator 2 Exercise Home Gym -
comes w/all parts and accessories & manual,
good condition, great deal, $150, 334-699-6723

Elliptical Exercise Machine - As Is, controls do
not work, but great for the movement, large,
Reebok brand, $25, 334-699-6723 in Dothan

FALL WEDDING SUPPLIES: PRICES NEG!
(30) Beautiful Gold Organza Table Overlays.

"fits 90’’ table $90. All.
(70) Votive candle holders-goldish

orange/yellow $60.
(9) Dark Brown & Orange shimmer Tulle

Rolls $15. All.
(4) Large & Small Paper Lanterns "string

lights" $15.
Elegant Brown Flower Girl Basket. $10.

Call or Text 334-432-5334 for pictures.

Generator: 5250 Watt, $500 Firm. 334-702-9226

Motorcycle Helmet , $175 OBO 334-790-0188

Rims & Tires: 4-chrome 17, 4 lug. $395. 806-9745

Rocker/recliner, by Lane, $250 334-347-7868

Wedding Dress - size 18/20, Venus Bridal
brand, Pallas Athena style, great deal, easily al-
tered, beautiful! $75, 334-699-6723 in Dothan

Beautiful Pomeranian Puppies: Ready Now!
CKC with papers, FM, Tan/Brown, S&W,

Vet Checked. ONLY ONE LEFT!
Call 334-445-0982

! Big PUPPIES SALE! !
Chorkies $100, Chinese Crested/Chihuahua
$150; Also Malti-Poos $250, Taking Deposits on
Yorkie-Poos $350; Hairless Puppies, $250
r 334-718-4886 q

Free To Approved Homes: I have 4 fun,
sweet Large Lab Mix Pups - S/W - 6 months
old. 2 short hair, 2 medium, 3 girls and 1 Big
Boy. I also have a Brown/white bulldog mix,
FM. Must have a fenced yard & a big heart!!

Dothan/Webb Alabama area.
Call 334-699-3496 after 5 P.M. for info/pics

Miniature Australian
Shepherd Puppies
for sale. Beautifully
marked red merles
& one blue merle.

All males. $600. NSDR & ASDR.
Call or text for more information.

334-550-9895

Purebred Irish Setter puppies, parents
registered, 3FM, 2M, Exc. hunting and famiy
dog. 7 weeks, old, 760-514-2264 Ozark, AL

Registered Lab Pups (6), 2 Blond males,
3 Black Males, 1 Black FM, Parents on site,

Sire is Excellent Hunting Dog. $200. each . S/W,
6 wks old, Ready To Go. 334-790-9730

S.E. ALABAMA KENNEL CLUB
û Good Manners Obedience,
û Confirmation classes,
$50. for 6 weeks

Rally /Agility Intro. $75.
r Shots required q
Starting Sept. 11th

r Call 334-790-6226 or 334-299-3315
or 850-547-2370

FRESH
GREEN
PEANUTS
850-209-3322 or

850-573-6594 850-352-2199
r 4128 Hwy 231

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

HOME GROWN TOMATOES!
Plenty of Frozen
Peas & Butterbeans!

And Other Fresh Vegetables!!
All Farm Fresh!
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

Large rolls of Hay for Sale
Bahia & Coastal

Daytime 334-585-3039 ,
after 5pm & weekends 585-5418

Bred Heifers for sale
75 Brangus & 17 Brafords
334-447-5195 or 334-248-4390

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract to small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Summary: responsible for clerical duties
in support of engineering/airport depart-
ments. Receives/reviews constr. permit
applications. Reviews applications/issues
permits. Prepares legal notices for posting
w/media. Assists w/bidding process for

city departments.

Starting Salary: $11.41 Hour

OPENING DATE: August 28, 2012
CLOSING DATE: September 11, 2012

To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

Vector Aerospace Helicopter Services,
a state-of-the-art helicopter maintenance,
repair and overhaul facility located in
Andalusia, Al has immediate openings

for the following positions:
Business Improvement - Exp. w/ Lean,
Six Sigma, continuous improvement.

Black Belt Preferred
IT Coordinator - Min. 5 yrs exp. w/ 100+
users, microsoft exchange, networking,
routers, switches, patch panels,

concentrators.
Dir. Of Maintenance - Min. 10 yrs exp
w/ FAA part 145, 7 yrs in senior
management. Lean, Six Sigma and
continuous improvement experience.
Apply online at Vectoraerospace.com

or submit resume to:
Vector Aerospace 22378 Billie Blackmon

Road, Andalusia, Al 36421.
Equal Employment Employer

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

MECHANIC:
Diagnoses problems with vehicles and
equipment by examination, operation,
testing devices, and research; plans work,
advises supervisor of estimated parts and
labor requirements; performs full service
maintenance; performs overall inspec-
tions; repairs, replaces, and rebuilds
engines and engine parts to include fuel
pumps, carburetors, water pumps, rear
main seals, oil pans, head gaskets,
distributors, ignitions, main bearings,
crank shafts, pistons, fuel injectors, etc;
inspects and repairs wheel hubs, rotors,
bearings, clutches, pressure plates,
release bearings, pilot bearings, etc.;
repairs and replaces rear ends, bearings,
axels, etc; repairs and replaces transmis-
sions, main drives; performs electrical
repairs and heating and cooling system
repairs; welds, cuts, and repairs metal
parts; completes work orders, contacts
vendors for quotes, completes purchases;
follows safety procedures; drives

Low-Boy, provides emergency service,
cleans and maintains shop, assists with
inventory, trains lower level personnel;
performs related tasks as assigned.

Starting Salary: $12.78 Hour

OPENING DATE: August 17, 2012
CLOSING DATE: August 31, 2012

To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

Plans Examiner/Building
Inspector:

Reviews plans of new and existing
structures to determine compliance with
City building, zoning, and other related
codes. Performs structural, electrical,
plumbing, and mechanical inspections to
ensure compliance with applicable codes.
Maintains records and prepares reports.

Performs related services.

Starting Salary: $16.03 Hour

OPENING DATE: August 28, 2012
CLOSING DATE: September 11, 2012
To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

Caring People Needed
In home non-medical caregivers needed.
Help seniors remain independent. Provide
companionship, cooking, cleaning and
more. Hiring now in Enterprise PT, FT,

Days, Evenings, & Weekends.

Home Instead Senior Care
Apply: www.homeinstead.com/689

or Call 334.699.6818

Dental Assistant Full Time
3 Year Experience Required.
r Call 334-347-2893 q

Busy medical practice
seeks full-time

û Laboratory Technician û
for clinic in Enterprise.

Qualified applicants will have experience
with phlebotomy, operation of basic

laboratory equipment, general knowledge
of cultures and waived laboratory testing
plus working knowledge of computers.
Fax resume to (334) 340-5907 or mail to:

HR Department,
126 Clinic Drive,

Dothan, Alabama 36303.
No phone calls, please.

Get a Quality
Education for a New
Career! Programs
offered in Trades,
Healthcare and More!
Call Fortis College

Today! 888-202-4813 or visit
www.fortiscollege.edu. For consumer
information visit www.fortis.edu

Camelot Apartments For Rent in Enterprise
1BR/2BR Apartments - $300/$350 mo. + $300
Dep. pool & laundry on premises, Approved
Credit Needed. Small dogs OK with pet fee.

Call 334-347-0604

Available Enterprise, Daleville and Ft. Rucker
Enterprise 3BR/2BA sparkling pool $875. Mo
Daleville 4BR/2BA huge fenced yard. $725. Mo.

Very Nice Rentals!! Call 334-207-0677

Enterprise Home for Rent - 4 br, 2.5 ba., Oak
Ridge, inc. pest and lawn. 2 car gar. updated &
cared for. eat-in kitchen, dining, sunroom &
family room. deck & patio. $1,500; 256-489-8200

61.7 Acres For Sale Located on Co. Rd. 71
Newton, AL. Close 5 points. Hardwoods
and Pines. Good Home site or Hunting.
$155,000. Albert Kirkland 334-797-2656

Home For Sale
In Newville
City Limits

Fixer Upper home located in the City of
Newville. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, Living room
(could be used as 3rd bedroom), Dining
room, Den, Inside Laundry, Pantry, Large
wrap around front porch, Outside storage
with electricity, 1 acre lot perfect for
gardening. Four inch well, plus city water.
Central heat and air.

Asking price: $48,000
For information please call:
334-209-0667 or 205-908-4002.

4BR/3BA 2-Story Built
Custom Brick Home
393 N. Dalton on 9.2 Ac.
2900SF, pecans & fruit

trees, 9ft & 10ft ceiling, pole barn, 2-car ga-
rage. All appl., $310,000. Call 334-798-3603

FENCING

BOAT REPAIR

APPLIANCE REPAIR

SIDING

LAWN SERVICES

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Wiregrass FenceWiregrass Fence
Chain, Wood &Vinyl • Residential • CommercialChain, Wood &Vinyl • Residential • Commercial

347-0000
25Years Exp

Cell

494-0622
or

Rhino Boats

Joe’s Motor Service
Hwy 52 E • Hartford, AL 36344

334-588-2968

Appliance Repair

Appliance Repair

712-9999 • 347-0000

Bell’s Wiregrass

All
Brands

Same Day Service • Factory Trained Tech. • 29 Years Experience

Dothan Enterprise

MOBILE HOME REPAIR/SERVICE

334-726-5353
Plumbing • Electrical • Flooring • Siding • Skirting

All of your mobile home repair/service needs
15 Years

Experience
Call David

Payne’s Lawn Service
GRASS CUTTING • EDGING • TRIMMING •YARD CLEANING

Robert Payne
Cell: 334-447-7527

334-475-3179
Licensed & Insured

We Beat Anyone’s Price!

Landscape IrrigationExperts
Specialists in Lawn Sprinkler Systems

& Landscape Upgrades

1-888-569-9600
www.landscapeexpertsal.com
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RECREATION
ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

WANTED AUTOS

DOTHAN EAGLE

The ENTERPRISE LEDGER • ARMY FLIER
JACKSON COUNTY FLORIDAN

OPELIKA-AUBURNNEWS

THEDOTHAN PROGRESS
THE EUFAULA TRIBUNE

CCaallll aa CCllaassssiiffiieedd SSaalleess RReepprreesseennttaattiivvee
ffoorr EEmmppllooyymmeenntt AAddvveerrttiissiinngg,, PPeettss,,
AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss,, TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn,,

FFaarrmm && GGaarrddeenn,, RReeccrreeaattiioonn,,
RReeaall EEssttaattee && MMeerrcchhaannddiissee
aatt 770022--66006600 oorr ((880000))777799--22555577

ttoo ppllaaccee yyoouurr aadd iinn

Suzuki 2006 Eiger Quadrunner: 4WD, automatic
trans, 400CC engine, excellent shape.
$3,400. Call 334-308-1016

Baja Monti Cristi,
Clean Boat, $18,500 or
trade. Call 334-714-2700

FACTORY DIRECT

Packages From

$4,995
All Welded

All Aluminum Boats

www.xtremeindustries.com

850-547-9500 Bonifay, FL
Seadoo 2004 GTX 4-Tech Supercharged:
It has been garaged kept and has had
regular maintenance. It has 84 hours of run
time and is in excellent condition, runs like
new. $5,900.OBO Call or Text 334-343-2701.

2000 Layton Ultralite 25 ft.
New tires. Good condition,

always covered. $3,500. 334-805-3433.

2007 fifth-wheel campe r,
27-foot, one slide,
Like new, one owner,
and 2001 Chevy Silverado,
4-door, 1500 HD, with 5th

wheel hitch, 88,000 miles. $25,500 for both.
Call 334-794-3735 for more information.

Pop Up Camper 23ft. sleeps 7 ’04 Rockwood
CH&A, Frig, screened porch, outside grill, 2
spare tires, K-sz. & Q mattress heated, toilet
& shower, exc. cond $4,200. 334-796-2713

1993 Chev Four Winds 31’
Owners health prevents
using this very nice RV.
Sheltered since purchased
new. Sleeps 6-8, generator,

TV, microwave, full length awning, & more! Has
had this owner & the original owner. Taken
very good care of. Must see to appreciate.
$10,500. Call 850-526-2975 or 850-557-0230

Chevrolet 2003 Corvette - 50th Anniversary Edi-
tion, Anniversary Red exterior, Shale interior.
350hp LS1 engine, automatic transmission,
14600 miles, two top option, 1SC Preferred
Equipment Group, Heads Up Display F55 Mag-
netic Selective Ride Control, cargo net with pri-
vacy shade, auto-dimming rear view mirror,
auto headlights, Performance Axle Ratio, dual
power sport seats, dual zone electronic climate
control, Bose CD stereo with 12 disc CD chang-
er, fog lamps, power windows, power locks,
power steering, power brakes, power mirrors,
cruise control, ABS, traction control, Active
Handling, 2nd set of wheels/tires, Extra floor
mats still new. $33,500, 334-693-0705

Chevrolet ’07 Corvette
STS, Twin Turbo System,
low miles, $31,999.
Call 334-714-2700

Chevrolet 2008 Cobalt LT , 4 door sedan, great
shape, only 62k miles, $7,900. 850-592-2852

Dodge ’09 Challenger - 3.5L, black, automatic,
power sunroof, 275 watt factory am/fm/sirius
satellite/6 disc changer with MP3, air condi-
tioned, power steering, power locks, power
windows, power seat, power mirrors, keyless
entry, tilt steering, cruise control, rear defrost,
tinted windows, ORIGINAL OWNER, 36,900
miles, $20,000, 334-432-0152 NO TRADES

Dodge 2005 Neon , 4-door, Automatic,
83k miles, Red in color. Excellent tires
$4,000. 334-796-1792

ü DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE? GOT BAD CREDIT? ü
$0 Down/1st Payment, Tax, Tag & Title
Repos, Slow Credit, Past Bankruptcy OK!
Push, Pull or Drag, Will Trade Anything!

First Payment 30 Days Out!
RIDE TODAY! Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550

Hyundai 2007 Azera
Limited: 4-door, Silver,
68k mi, power everything,
heated seat, Sirius radio,
sunroof, new tires & under

KB. $12,000. 334-618-2145 or334-798-5714

Lexus 2000 RX300 all wheel drive , leather inte-
rior, towing package, 6-disc CD changer &
more! Needs some work but in great shape
$2,800. Jason 334-791-2598 or Jon 334-790-5217.

Lexus 2006 IS 250 AWD, loaded, 74,000 miles,
850-526-5621

Lincoln 1997 Towncar
124,000 mi. Interior and
exterior in great shape.
Sunroof, cold air, new tires

and brakes. $2,750. Call 334-797-2422.

Mazda 2010, 3I SPORT - 39K miles, Power
windows, CD player, tinted windows,
automatic AND 5-speed, Silver in color, Cruise,
Cold Air, Retails for $19,500, ASKING $14,500.
One Owner. Call Scott at 334-596-9444.
Have kids; Please, No Calls After 9 PM

Mercedes Benz 1998 E320 Sedan:
One owner, silver with cream puff.
99k miles. See at Fort Rucker Lemon Lots.
$10,000. OBO. Call 334-347-7665

Mercury 1999 Marquis - 71,000 miles,
black/brown, One owner,very good condition,
$4,800, 334-618-3955

Nissan 2010 Maxima:
Garage kept, Crimson
black w/charcoal int.
16k hwy miles, 1-driver,
non-smoker, rear spoiler,

mat set, blue tooth, MP3, multi-disc, sun-roof,
sharp-exc. cond. Call for all extras on this car .
$23,000. 334-400-3736

T-Bucket ’23, Custom
Built, $21,999 or trade.
Call 334-714-2700

2004 Harley-Davidson Ultra Classic FLHTCUI
black 9,800 miles $6000. Serious Buyers only! k
aufman2244@gmail.com, 256-727-8397

Harley Davidson 2008 Soft
Tail. Custom black in color
4,800 mi. Vances & Hines
Pro pipe, High Perform-
ance filters, new battery,
lowering kit, 4-helments,

Racing Tuner. Asking $9,800. 334-701-6968.

Suzuki Boulevard 2006 C90, 1,500CC-10-500
miles, windshield, cobra pipes, backrest,
luggage rack, running boards, excellent
condition, two helmets. 334-621-8277

Chevrolet 2001 Tahoe LS ,
Fully Loaded, Hunter
Green, Fender Flares,
Running Boards, Power
Seats, Heated Mirrors, No

Leaks or Mechanical Problems, Third Row Seat,
4WD, 5.3L V8, Really Good Condition, 186K
Miles, $7,000 Text for Pictures 334-618-7248

Jeep ’08 Wrangler X,
Sale: $15,800.
NADA Retail: $18,350.
Call 334-714-2700

Jeep 2003 Grand Chero-
kee, V8, 4WD 162K mi,
White, leather interior.
Fully loaded, heated seats.
No mechanical problems,

$5,000, Text for pictures 334-618-7248

Jeep 2007 Wrangler:
Silver, 2-door, 31k miles,
bikini top, Ipod port, gear
rims. Excellent condition.
$19,000. 334-618-2145 or

334-798-5714

Jeep 2008 Grand Cherokee
White-loaded. Prof-owned,
Serv. 5k mi. New set tires.
93k Hwy mi. Ex.-cond. By
Local owner. $13K. ($1500
below book) 334-678-5333.

Chevrolet 2010 Silverado: 1500 2WD, crew cab,
XFE, 5.3 with 6 speed auto, mint condition, fully
loaded, 21k miles, $26,500. Call 334-300-4631

Dodge 1969 Power Wagon 4x4 , 318, 4-spd.
Baby blue color. $2,500 obo. Call 334-726-1700

Ford 1993 XLT Truck , 2 door, w/Diamond cut
tool box, 4 cyln. standard shift, $1,000 OBO .
850-209-1722

Ford 2010 F-150 Lariat Super Crew Cab , 5 1/2 ft
bed w/bedliner and cap, sync, Sirius, back up
camera, heated and cooled seats, all power,
electric rear window, multi-disc CD player.
Beautiful truck, only 33,500 miles.
$28,500, 334-723-6228

Ford ’86 Bronco 2
4x4. Runs and drives good.
No rust. Blue. $2,500.
Call 334-441-5580

Toyota 2007 Tundra
V8. 59,850 mi. Red w/beige
cloth int. Dbl. cab 2WD
TRD SR5 5.7 Weathertech
front floor liners. Nfab step

bars. 305/60/R18 BF Goodrich KM2 tires. 3"/1"
level kit. Flowmaster dual exhaust. New bat-
tery. Never any trouble. $18,200. 334-685-2883

Volvo 1996 -DIESEL TRUCK, Good Condition
Asking price $10,000 OBO 334-695-1954

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$325 & s Complete Cars
CALL 334-702-4323 OR 334-714-6285

- Guaranteed
highest prices 4 Junk vehicles & farming

equipment, TITLE OR NO TITLE
r 850-849-6398

WE PAY Ca$H

FOR JUNK CARS!!!!!!

Call 334-818-1274



view of the system’s capabilities on the battle fi eld.
“We can throw one of these up and get eyes on target,” 

said Sgt. Zachery Kumler, and cavalry scout with the 2nd 
Squadron, 14th Cav. Regt. “It provides us with valuable 

intel such as the GPS coordinates of a target.”
“This training will help Soldiers understand the capa-

bilities of the system and enable them to coordinate targets 
and perform reconnaissance for the command,” Roman 
said.

Training such as this is another way the 2nd BCT is 

preparing Soldiers to conduct contingency missions in the 
Pacifi c Region to ensure security.

“This system is another way we are able to meet the 
commander’s intent,” Kumler said. “We can use this to 
provide full-spectrum intelligence on a target to the com-
mander in an instant.”

Continued from Page B1

Tanski spent two years learning how to 
fl y at Fort Rucker. The young Aviator said 
the fl ying part came easy in the early days 
of fl ight school — she was, in fact, one of 
the fi rst students in her class to fl y solo. 
When the time came to select her advanced 
aircraft, she said, she had her heart set on 
one, and only one, airframe: the AH-64 
Apache, one of the Army’s most lethal 
pieces of equipment.

“My intent has always been to get as 
close into the battle as possible, and I knew 
that the AH-64 Apache was always right 
there in every mission.”

Her mother was not surprised that Tan-
ski selected the AH-64 Apache; she said 

she would have been more surprised if her 
daughter hadn’t selected the high-tech air-
craft.

“Laura has always welcomed a chal-
lenge, so it was no surprise that she would 
choose the most challenging and complex 
helicopter,” she said.

When she began the AH-64 Apache heli-
copter block of instruction, Tanski was the 
only woman in her class. Today, she is one 
of just four AH-64 Apache pilots in her bat-
talion, and one of fewer than 20 female he-
licopter pilots who call the 1st CAB home.

Being a member of such a small group 
has never made much of a difference to her, 
Tanski said. There is no difference between 
the Soldiers to her left and right and the big 
brother who tore up and down the roads of 

Dearborn playing street hockey with his 
little sister, she explained.

“Having an older brother really prepared 
me for life in this unit and in the Army,” 
she said. “All the Soldiers here are just like 
brothers to me. We play jokes on each other 
and have a good time, but we work hard, 
too. Our company is very close. It really is 
like a Family down here.”

Now edging toward 300 total fl ight 
hours, including 80 combat hours, Tanski 
said she is looking forward to her future in 
Army Aviation.

“I want to become an instructor pilot I 
had some fantastic instructors while I was 
at Fort Rucker, and I want to be able to 
teach others, just like those great IPs taught 
me.”

She also has a few things to teach wom-
en who are blazing their own Army paths 
in fi elds typically dominated by men.

“Never give up, no matter who says you 
can’t do it,” she said. “If you want it, if this 
is your dream, go for it.”

Her daughter’s dedication to excellence 
and never ending pursuit of her dream has 
made the pilot’s mother quite proud of a 
little girl who used to save her allowance so 
she could buy rocket kits and host launch 
parties in the backyard.

“I feel my daughter is not only a role 
model for her Family, especially her niec-
es, but for every woman who has a goal 
that she is working to accomplish,” she 
said. “Even I continue to be inspired by my 
daughter every day.”

Funk reiterated the Huey’s 
iconic status. 

“It’s an emotional event for all 
of us here,” he said. “It’s a sad 
day, but it’s an important one for 
all of us who are represented by 
that bird.

“These are extremely brave 
people fl ying these birds,” Funk 
continued. “Even the Marine pi-
lots would say that if I go down, 
send me an Army Aviator, be-
cause they’ll come and get me.”

Funk described the young 
Soldiers who fl ew the UH-1s as 
being brave beyond all reason, 
especially during the many risky 
medevac missions.

“I turned 30 over there, and 
I was one of the oldest in the 
troop,” he said. “So here you are 
with these 19-year-old kids, and 
they’re fl ying these airplanes and 
they’re taking these great infan-
try. And our kids never got the 
credit for the fi ghters they were, 
for how tough they were.”

During the ceremonial airlift, 
the three Hueys provided veter-
ans a trip down memory lane, 

ushering back thoughts of both 
good times and bad, as they took 
short fl ights across the hilly cen-
tral Texas landscape.

“That reminded me of Vietnam 
for the fi ve years I was over there,” 
said Tony Blas, who served with 
Company B, 1st “Garryowen” 
Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 
1st Cav. Div. in Vietnam from 
1968-1972. “The fi ve years I was 
over there, we lost a lot of men 
over there, some friends. It’s very 
hard to forget.”

Despite a 38-year gap between 
rides aboard a Huey, Blas said 
one thing about it remains unmis-
takable.

“I can still remember the 
sound,” he said. “When you hear 
that blade, you know it’s a Huey, 
you know it’s a UH-1.”

Fellow Vietnam veteran Jesus 
Perez, who served with the 571st 
Transportation Detachment (Air-
craft Maintenance) in support of 
the Utility Tactical Transport He-
licopter Company also has fond 
memories of that distinctive Huey 
sound.

“Where I live in Copperas Cove 
(Texas), they go over my house a 

lot, and it makes me feel really 
good,” Perez said.

“The distinctive ‘whop-whop’ 
sound is one that only a Huey 
makes,” Hersey added, “to the 
point where if you watch any 
movie, even that shows Apaches 
or Black Hawks fl ying, the sound-
track they use for the rotor sound 
is still the Huey.”

After months in the jungle on 
the battlefi eld, that sound often 
meant a safe escape for an infan-
tryman like Blas. 

“We used that aircraft a lot to 
transfer, to take us out of our mis-
sion,” Blas said. “When you’re 
out for 120 days, sometimes four 
months, sometimes six months, I 
remember waiting for them at the 
LZ (landing zone), and when you 
see them, you’d get very happy. 
“On some occasions, a UH-1’s 
fl ight in and out of the jungle 
wasn’t so smooth. As Vietnam 
veteran J.B. West, a pilot in 3rd 
Squadron, 5th Cavalry Regiment, 
recalled, he made many missions 
in the Huey and even was shot 
down once.

“I was making an emergency 
medevac, and they shot the engine 

oil line out, and the engine quit 
and down I came,” West said.

Green, the chief III Corps pilot, 
described the UH-1 as an old farm 
truck in that it just works. 

“And it’s GI proof. You can’t 
tear it up,” he said. “And if there’s 
a place to land and the engine fails 
on a Huey and you ding the Huey 
up, then you screwed up. It’s very 
forgiving. If you don’t have to put 
it in the trees, a good pilot should 
be able to get it on the ground 
without a scratch.”

West said that as he landed the 
UH-1 after the engine had quit, he 
didn’t even bend the skids.

“The pucker factor goes up 
when the engine quits,” he said. 
“The stress level goes up a little 
bit, and it gets awful quiet when 
you get to about 300 feet and the 
engine quits.”

Afterward, he said all of the 
Soldiers in the Huey got out, set 
up a perimeter, and waited for 
about an hour for help to arrive. 

As the fi nal active-duty Army 
unit with a Huey says good-bye 
to the aircraft, Hersey noted the 
UH-1’s incredible longevity.

“It’s equipment that has served 

the Army for roughly 57 years,” 
he said. “I doubt that any piece of 
military machinery has seen such 
longevity, with the possible ex-
ception of the B-52.”

“It’s the Cadillac of helicop-
ters,” Perez said.

After returning from his airlift, 
Perez said he had a great time.

“I never thought I’d get the 
chance to do it again,” he said. 
“I can’t wait to get home and call 
my brother.”

Blas said the airlift brought 
back the memory of all that were 
lost during Vietnam.

“Almost 59,000 Soldiers  died,” 
he said. “We were over there to 
fi ght for this country. Like they 
say, ‘All gave some. Some gave 
all.’ Those are the 59,000 who 
died over there. It kind of shocks 
you every time you’re reminded 
of that.”

Funk summarized the close 
connection the Soldiers had with 
the Huey.

“Sort of like the cavalryman 
and his horse, you can’t separate 
the air cavalryman, the Aviator, 
from his steed,” he said, “and in 
those days that was the UH-1.”

testing of the APRT. After 
reviewing the data, TRA-
DOC commissioned an in-
dependent panel to validate 
the proposed fi ve-event 
APRT.

Why retain the three-
event APFT?

In separate reports, the 
panel of fi tness experts from 
the Department of Physical 
Education at U.S. Military 
Academy, the U.S. Army 
Medical Research and De-
velopment Command, and 
California State University-
Fullerton recommended 
against moving forward 
with the proposed fi ve-event 
APRT and that TRADOC 
further study the issue.

The panel of subject mat-
ter experts agreed that the 
fi ve-event Army Physical 
Readiness Test has “face 
validity” only, meaning that 
although it appears to mea-
sure what it claims to mea-
sure, further study would be 
required to confi rm. Addi-
tionally, experts agreed that 
TRADOC should consider 
other events that may bet-
ter predict baseline Soldier 
physical readiness. Soldier 
baseline physical readiness 
is the ability to meet the 
physical demands of combat 
and duty position, and ac-
complish the mission while 
conducting unifi ed land op-
erations.

TRADOC has determined 
that baseline Soldier physical 
readiness would be most ef-
fectively measured if linked 
to Warrior Tasks and Battle 
Drills, known as WTBD — 
tasks and drills determined 
over the last decade of war 
to be critical while conduct-

ing unifi ed land operations. 
Given the independent 

study, and the logic of 
linking fi tness to WTBD, 
TRADOC will initiate a 
comprehensive study of Sol-
dier fi tness requirements to 
determine the best method 
to measure baseline Sol-
dier physical readiness. The 
objective of the study is to 
select and recommend test 
events that have a functional 
connection to WTBD, and 
accurately measure baseline 
fi tness against valid perfor-
mance standards. The study 
is expected to begin in Oc-
tober 2012 and will include 
fi tness experts from across 
the Army. 

Decisions to change long-
standing and proven sys-

tems of physical fi tness are 
not made lightly, or prema-
turely, said the TRADOC 
command sergeant major.

“Emerging factors and 
changing combat envi-
ronments demand a thor-
ough understanding before 
changes are implemented, 
and thus the decision to re-
tain the current test,” Dailey 
said. “Whatever the new test 
looks like, it must accurately 
evaluate fi tness levels for all 
Soldiers to decisively win in 
combat.”

What’s next?
TRADOC is preparing to 

reestablish the master fi tness 
trainer program. Targeting 
noncommissioned offi cers, 
this program, discontinued 

in 2001, will eventually pro-
vide commanders at all lev-
els certifi ed fi tness advisers. 
A pilot master fi tness train-
ing course begins Aug. 27 to 
ensure that the appropriate 
steps are taken to restore this 
previously successful physi-
cal fi tness asset to all units.

“Bringing back MFTC 
will standardize unit physi-
cal training and increase unit 
readiness across the Army,” 
Dailey said, referring to 
the doctrine in TC 3-22.20 
Army Physical Readiness 
Training (Aug. 2010). 

TC 3-22.20 focuses unit 
training on developing Sol-
dier physical readiness re-
quired to perform WTBD. 
WTBD are the fundamen-
tal combat skills which all 

Soldiers, regardless of rank, 
age, gender or military oc-
cupational specialty, must 
perform in order to fi ght 
and win on the battlefi eld. 
To strengthen the emphasis 
on implementing physical 
readiness training doctrine 
Army wide, TRADOC will 
also transition TC 3-22.20 
Physical Readiness Training 
to Field Manual 7-22 Physi-
cal Readiness Training in 
fall 2012.

“It’s time to break the 
culture of ‘training to the 
test’ and focus instead on 

preparing all Soldiers for the 
physical challenges of the 
current and future operat-
ing environment. Executing 
physical training in accor-
dance with the doctrine [TC 
3-22.20] will also reduce 
injuries and improve Soldier 
performance on the APFT,” 
Dailey said.

“TRADOC recognizes 
that leaders will continue to 
assess unit physical training 
needs based on the mission 
and the OE and adjust train-
ing as necessary, but the 
place to start is the TC.”
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Being a single Soldier at a new duty sta-
tion in an unfamiliar region can be intimidat-
ing, but the Better Opportunities for Single 
Soldiers program on Fort Rucker provides 
events and trips for Soldiers to get involved.  

BOSS builds morale for single Soldiers 
by providing recreational activities and com-
munity service opportunities, said Spc. Doris 
Johnson BOSS president, adding that single 
Soldiers are not required to participate in 
BOSS, but are encouraged to.

 “BOSS gives Soldiers something to do 
without the Army having to worry about 
them going out and getting caught up in 
drugs or gangs and other foolishness, such as 
excessive drinking or attending wild parties 
off post,” she said. 

Any single Soldier, regardless of rank, Sol-
diers who are TDY away from their Families 
or single parents are welcome to join BOSS. 
Johnson added that single Department of the 
Army civilians are also welcome to join. 

“Coming to a brand new unit in a new state 
can be exciting, but then once you get settled 
in most single Soldiers go, ‘So, what is there 
to do here?’ We pull Soldiers up out of their 
beds, get them out of their barracks and get 
them involved,” said Johnson. 

There are no fees to join BOSS and the 
program is based on participation only.

Keeping Soldiers in an environment where 
they can maintain their military bearing is the 
large purpose of BOSS, according to John-
son.

“Our three pillars are community service, 
recreation and quality of life. We go around 
with the purpose to improve the lives of 
single Soldiers in all aspects of their lives to 
promote success. We just recently provided 
new microwaves for all single Soldier bar-
racks because some Soldiers were having 
issues with their microwaves not properly 
working,” she said.

BOSS participates in events and programs 
that are orchestrated by other organizations 
on post.  

“BOSS has helped out with a lot of Direc-
torate of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation events. We get involved in events like 
the ‘Sesame Street Experience’, the Wound-
ed Warrior program, the haunted house at the 
Fortenberry-Colton gym and Oktoberfest. 
We have another event with the Survivor 

Outreach Services and Hearts Apart where 
we take the children that are a part of those 
programs fi shing and have a barbeque. We 
also often go out to veteran homes and lis-
ten to their military stories, and we go to the 
animal shelter and host pet washes for the 
animals there,” said Johnson.

“And just because we do a lot of volunteer 
work, it doesn’t mean that members have to 
participate in everything. They can volun-
teer as much or as little as they want,” she 
added. 

 Helping single Soldiers live a fuller life 
is something that Johnson said can be done 
with something as simple as painting a wall 
at one of the schools.

“It not only betters the community, but 
motivates single Soldiers to lead, be unit rep-
resentatives or counselor members. BOSS 
can help them in becoming better Soldiers,” 
she said.

There are incentives that are associated 
with being in BOSS that directly benefi t Sol-
dier’s quality of life, and Johnson says that it 
can also help them grow as a Soldier.

“BOSS participation can help a Soldier 
achieve the volunteer service medal award 

and DFMWR subsidizes a lot of events that 
take place on post, like dueling pianos and 
comedy night, to encourage single Soldiers 
to get out and enjoy post living,” said John-
son. 

BOSS takes several trips a year, including 
trips to the beach and to major cities.

“We take a lot of fun trips. We have gone 
to Atlanta, where we stayed in a fi ve-star ho-
tel, to Panama City Beach for spring break 
and have gone on cruises,” said the BOSS 
president. 

This year’s cruise will take members to the 
Bahamas, and Johnson encourages Soldiers 
to join so they can partake in the trip. 

“We will go on a fi ve-day cruise to the Ba-
hamas. We will provide transportation and 
subsidize the cost for the participating Sol-
diers. The cruise this year after subsidization 
will be $160 per person. Soldiers will also 
get permissive TDY, so they don’t have to 
use their own leave,” she said.

The price of trips also depends on a Sol-
dier’s amount of volunteerism.

“If they volunteer then they receive volun-
teer hours and those hours will cut down the 
price of a trip. The more Soldiers volunteer 

with BOSS, the more money Soldiers can 
get subsidized for future trips we take,” said 
Johnson.

The BOSS building, which recently under-
went major renovations, will reopen Oct. 5.

 “We got new carpet, computers and furni-
ture,” said Johnson. “We put more TVs in the 
facility and made the building a more wel-
come place for Soldiers to come and chill,” 
she added. 

The facility has a kitchen, a theater room 
and a common area where Soldiers can play a 
variety of video games on different consoles, 
surf the Internet and, according to Johnson, 
play competitive games like foosball, darts 
and pool.  

Johnson encourages all single Soldiers to 
break out of their normal routines and be 
more active in the community.

“You don’t want to be a barracks rat. Get-
ting out, meeting new people and going to 
new places is good for everyone. Come out 
and see what we are all about,” she said.

BOSS meetings are currently held every 
Wednesday at 4 p.m. at the post library. Sol-
diers can join by visiting the DFMWR or 
Spc. Johnson in room 385 in Bldg. 5700.

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

BOSS members and Family members gather for a fi shing trip benefi tting S.O.S. and Hearts Apart last fall.
COURTESY PHOTO

The Fort Rucker community 
gathered to recognize the strug-
gles of suffrage and to educate 
themselves on women’s issues 
as Women’s Equality Day was 
celebrated Aug. 23 with a small 
booth fair in Bldg. 5700. 

The booths included informa-
tion on women’s health (giving 
free blood pressure tests and 
contraceptives), suffrage mov-
ies, voter registration and absen-
tee voting, job hunting do’s and 
don’ts,  résumé and interview tips 
and women’s history. 

“The special emphasis pro-
gram committee is pleased with 
the turnout today. We are giv-
ing out tons of goodie bags and 
women are having fun with our 
women’s equality quiz,” said 
Timothy Knighton, Fort Rucker 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Director.

The purpose of the day was to 
promote the continued struggle 
for women’s equality as well as 
recognizing the accomplishments 
that women have made.

“Awareness is what we are 
promoting. The idea is to have 
fun while making people aware 
of certain situations, current and 
past. The fact that we are celebrat-
ing Women’s Equality Day shows 
the progress that the country is 
making and awareness is key, and 
I believe we have accomplished 
that today,” said Knighton.

Attendees like Elizabeth Gib-
son, a Landing Zone employee, 
acknowledged the importance of 

keeping the day recognized for 
future generations and displayed 
respect for the women who strug-
gled during suffrage.

“Women have fought for years 
to obtain equality, so it’s impor-
tant for everyone to celebrate 
it, especially the Army. It is so 
important for young women to 
stay active in their communities, 
because it gives [them] a better 
sense of ‘self’ and that’s impor-
tant in being a strong woman in 
today’s society,” said Gibson.

 “So many women before us 
have fought for us to have the 
equalities that we have and it’s 
something we should stand up for 
and be proud to say, ‘I am a wom-
an.’ I think it speaks a lot about 
the women who came before us 
when we see women outnumber-
ing males in college classrooms, 
and obtaining higher and higher 

positions in the government. Be-
cause of them we can take advan-
tage of what America has to offer 
and say, ‘Yes, I can work. I don’t 
have to stay at home and raise the 
children unless I want to. I can 
have both,” said Elizabeth Bur-
leson, assistant business manager 
at the Landing Zone.

Burleson encounters profes-
sional Army women everyday 
and says that they inspire her 
more and more.

“It’s amazing to see women 
in uniform. I see pregnant Sol-
diers still working, though many 
women would be resting at home. 
Those women are showing ev-
eryone that women can do a job 
that is a traditional male position, 
even while carrying a child. They 
are crazy tough. I wear my girl 
power very proudly,” she said.

Garrison commander Col. Stu-

art J. McRae and garrison com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Buford E. Noland 
stopped at the fair to speak with 
attendees and give their support 
of women’s equality. 

“Everyone in our country is 
important, including and espe-
cially women. There are some 
very, very famous and important 
women in American history and I 
think it is important that we rec-
ognize and celebrate women’s 
contributions to our Army and to 
our country,” said Noland.

The committee was happy that 
McRae made an appearance and 
gave a little insight to his person-
al women’s equality knowledge. 

“I am very pleased that they 
were able to stop by with the Ser-
geant Major of the Army being on 
post today. They made it part of 
their plan to stop by and convey 
support for our activities. It was 
very entertaining that [McRae] 
asked the committee a few equal-
ity questions,” said Knighton.

McRae asked participants 
where the fi rst congresswoman of 
the United States was from. The 
answer was close to his heart, 
for Jeannette Rankin was from 
his home state of Montana. He 
expanded the question by asking 
how many times she voted against 
the World Wars, the answer being 
twice. She voted against getting 
involved in both World War I and 
II.   

 The right to vote was a main 
topic at the event, initiating con-
versations between men and 
women during the celebration. 

“We are showing the movie 
‘Iron Jawed Angels,’ which is an 

HBO production about young, fe-
male activists that take women’s 
suffrage by storm. They risk their 
lives to help American women 
win the right to vote. It can be a 
very stirring movie,” said Knigh-
ton. 

 “I think given the political 
[topics] we have going on during 
this year’s election, I think there 
will be many more female vot-
ers. I believe that women’s issues 
have been more in the forefront 
this year than in past elections, 
and that will make a difference 
in the number of women we will 
see at the polls. It is a very close 
election and both parties are rec-
ognizing the infl uence of female 
voters more than they have in 
the past. Women will have a loud 
voice in this year’s election,” said 
Noland. 

 “I hope more women will be 
at the polls this year because we 
have been conditioned to believe 
that one vote doesn’t count, but I 
really think it does. I will vote for 
sure,” said Gibson. 

Lyster provided pamphlets on 
issues such as heart conditions 
and health, the dangers of smok-
ing, osteoporosis, depression, 
breast health, alternative thera-
pies and the human papillomavi-
rus. The booth also had a breast 
cancer model for women to feel 
to know what a lump feels like in 
breast tissue. 

“We just want to say thank you 
to everyone who came by today 
and enjoyed the booths, fellow-
ship and refreshments of Wom-
en’s Equality Day,” said Knigh-
ton.

Fort Rucker celebrates Women’s Equality
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Jeffrey W. Atkins, licensed practical nurse with wellness center health promotions, 
displays a jar full of tar, demonstrating the dangers of smoking to participants at 
Women’s Equality Day Aug. 23.

PHOTO BY SARA E. MARTIN

Program offers recreation, volunteer opportunities 

Like a BOSSLike a BOSS
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Financial Peace 
University

People can plan to be debt 
free as Army Community 
Service and the Fort Rucker 
Installation Chaplain’s Of-
fi ce present Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University 
Program Tuesday evenings 
from Sept. 11 to Dec. 4 for 
free. Before each class, a light 
meal will be provided by the 
chapel at 5:30 p.m., with the 
video presentation lesson 
beginning at 6 p.m. Classes 
will cover savings, eliminat-
ing debt, investments, insur-
ance, real estate, and building 
wealth and giving. Classes 
are held at the Wings Chapel 
on Andrews Avenue. Child 
watch will be provided. Seat-
ing is limited and people need 
to register by Tuesday.  

For more, call 255-9639. 

Anger Management 
Workshop

Army Community Service 
hosts an Anger Management 
Workshop Sept. 11 and 18 
from 9–11 a.m. at the Fam-
ily Advocacy Program Early 
Childhood Activity Center in 
Bldg. 3705 on Dean Street. 
Participants will learn how 
to identify causes of anger, 
symptoms of anger, tech-
niques to manage anger and 
how to develop an anger 
management plan. This is a 
two-part series and partici-
pants must attend both ses-
sions in order to receive a 
certifi cate. The workshop is 
open to active duty military, 
retirees, Department of De-
fense employees and their 
Family members. 

For child care information 
or to register, call 255-9641. 

ACS Family Bowling 
Night

Army Community Ser-
vice offers a Family Bowl-
ing Night for all active duty 
military Families with spe-
cial needs, Family Readi-
ness Groups and Hearts 
Apart Families Sept. 13 from 
5–7:30 p.m. ACS promises a 
fun-fi lled evening at Rucker 
Lanes that will cost $1 per 
game and $1.50 for shoe rent-
al. Registration is required no 
later than two days prior to 
the event. 

For more information and 
to register, call 255-9277 or 
255-3735.

Investing 101
People having trouble 

understanding investing are 
welcome to attend the free In-
vesting 101 seminar Sept. 13 
from 6–8:30 p.m. at the Mun-
son Heights Neighborhood 
Center. The seminar focuses 
on the basics of investing and 
the fundamentals of the Thrift 
Savings Plan. Soldiers, Fam-
ily members and Department 
of the Army civilians are wel-
come to attend. Space is lim-
ited, so advance registration 
is recommended. Child care 
is not provided for the event. 

For more, call 255-9631. 

Boneless Wing 
Night

Starting Monday, every 
Monday in The Landing 
Zone will be Boneless Wing 
Night starting at 4 p.m. Pa-
trons can get six wings for 
$3, 10 wings for $4.75 or 15 
wings for $7 with the pur-
chase of a beverage. This of-
fer is not valid with any other 
coupons or promotions and is 
for dine-in only.

For more, call 598-8025. 

Whiskey 
Traditional Wing 
Night

Starting Wednesday, every 
Wednesday in The Landing 
Zone will be Whiskey Tradi-
tional Wing Night starting at 4 
p.m. Patrons can get six wings 
for $3, 10 wings for $4.75 or 
15 wings for $7 with the pur-
chase of a beverage. This of-
fer is not valid with any other 
coupons or promotions and is 
for dine-in only. 

For more, call 598-8025. 

EDGE! September 
activities

Child, youth and schools 
services offers its September 
EDGE! program with activi-
ties such as accessory making, 
map reading, painting, pottery 
and woodworking. EDGE! 
events cost $5 per hour for 
children 6-10 years old and 
are free for children 11-18 
years old. Activities occur ev-
ery weekday from 4-6 p.m. 

For more, call 255-0666. 

Grandparent’s Day 
Craft Making 

The Center Library hosts a 
Grandparents Day Craft Mak-
ing Activity Tuesday from 
3:30-4:30 p.m. for children 
ages 3-11. Light refreshments 
will be served. Space is lim-
ited to the fi rst 65 children to 
register. 

For more information or to 
register, stop by the Center Li-
brary or call 255-3885.

Family Member 
Resilience Training

Army Community Service 
offers its free Family Mem-
ber Resilience Training Sept. 
6 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Sept. 7 from 8 a.m. to noon 
at The Commons. The MRT 
provides people with the 
thinking skills and coping 
strategies needed to take care 
of themselves. The skills peo-
ple learn will assist them with 
strengthening relationships, 
building confi dence and in-
creasing their general well 
being. People need to register 
by Tuesday to take part in the 
training. 

For more, call 255-3643 or 
3735.

Story Time
The Center Library holds 

Story Time Fridays from 
10:15–11 a.m., except for 
holidays and days of no 
scheduled activity. The free 
program introduces “the joy 
of reading” to children ages 
2-5 years old and enhances 
parent-child interaction, ac-
cording to library offi cials. A 
typical event includes a story, 
music, and coloring or craft 
time. 

For more, call 255-0891.

Steak Night
Beginning Sept. 7, every 

Friday at 5 p.m. is Steak Night 
at The Landing Zone, featur-
ing an 8-oz. Flat Iron Steak 
with fries for $5, with the pur-
chase of a beverage. People 
can add a side salad for an 
additional $1. Other sides are 
also available for purchase. 
This special is limited to the 
fi rst 100 guests per night and 
is available for dine in only, 
with a limit of one per guest. 
The offer is not valid with any 
other coupons or promotions.  

For more, call 598-2426.

Fridays on the Patio
Every Friday now through 

Sept. 21 the Tiki Bay next to 
the SPLASH! Pool is open 
until 11 p.m. Guests can en-
joy cold beverages, listen to 
music and play Cornhole. 

For more, call the Landing 
Zone at 598-8025.

DFMWR Welcome 
Guides

The 2012 Fort Rucker 
Family and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation Welcome 
Guides are available to all or-
ganizations on post. Units or 
organizations that would like 
guides delivered should con-
tact DFMWR Marketing at 
255-1879 or send an email to 
brittaney.t.hinton.naf@mail.
mil with the organization or 
unit name, point of contact 
name, phone number and 
email, as well as the desired 
quantity of guides. Minimum 
delivery is 25 copies. People 
can also pick up copies at 
the marketing offi ce in the 
Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 352.

OnOn PostPost
YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO FORT RUCKER EVENTS , SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS NOON THURSDAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S EDITION.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for Aug. 30 - Sept. 2

Thursday, Aug. 30

Katy Perry: Part of Me (PG-13) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 31

The Dark Knight Rises (PG-13) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 1

The Dark Knight Rises (PG-13) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 2

The Watch (R) 
...............................................7 p.m.

TICKETS ARE $4.50 FOR ADULTS AND $2.25 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

DFMWRDFMWR 
SpotlightSpotlight

Girls Night Out
Participants dance during last year’s Girls Night Out. Fort Rucker Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation hosts a Girls Night Out Sept. 7 from 6 -11 p.m. in The 
Landing Ballroom. This event is for women ages 18 and older only. Tickets cost $10 and include DJ entertainment, fashion show, door prizes and gift bags, and sampling with 
numerous companies that cater to women. Door prizes will be awarded from 7-9 p.m. People do not have to be present to win. Prizes must be picked up at DFMWR within 
30 days or they will be forfeited. After the expo, entertainment includes ladies-only karaoke and dancing from 9-11 p.m. with DJ Dave. There will be a $5 cover charge for 
ladies who only wish to take part in the karaoke. For more, call 255-9810.

PHOTO BY SARA E. MARTIN



FORT HUACHUCA, Ariz. — West Nile Virus is a 
disease that is transmitted to humans through the bite of 
a female mosquito. 

Nationwide West Nile Virus has been confi rmed in 43 
states, and there are 693 confi rmed cases for this cal-
endar year so far, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control.

People typically develop symptoms between three 
and 14 days after they are bitten by an infected mos-
quito. Approximately 80 percent of those infected with 
WNV will not show any symptoms at all. Up to 20 per-
cent of infected people will develop symptoms such 
as fever, headache and body aches, nausea, vomiting, 
swollen lymph glands, or a rash on the chest, stomach 
and back.

Symptoms generally last only a few days, although 
some people can be sick for several weeks. 

Only about one in 150 people infected with WNV 
will develop severe illness. Symptoms can include high 
fever, headache, neck stiffness, stupor, disorientation, 
coma, tremors, convulsions, muscle weakness, vision 
loss, numbness, paralysis and even death. These symp-
toms may last several weeks, and neurological effects 
may be permanent. Those who are bitten and notice any 
of these symptoms should see their health care provider 
immediately.

People over 50 are at higher risk of developing seri-
ous symptoms of WNV if they do get sick and should 
take special care to avoid mosquito bites. 

Risk of disease transmittal through medical proce-
dures is low. All donated blood is checked for WNV 
before being used. The risk of getting WNV through 
blood transfusions and organ transplants is small and 
should not prevent those who need surgery from having 
it. People with concerns should talk to their doctors. 

The easiest and best way to avoid WNV is to prevent 
mosquito bites by applying insect repellent to exposed 
skin or clothing. Generally, the more active ingredient a 
repellent contains, the longer it can protect users from 
getting mosquito bites. 

Repellents may irritate the eyes and mouth, so avoid 
applying it to children’s hands. When using an insecti-
cide or insect repellent, be sure to read and follow the 
manufacturer’s directions for use, as printed on the prod-

uct. Use insect repellent containing an Environmental 
Protection Agency-registered active ingredient such as 
DEET, Picaridin, Oil of Lemon Eucalyptus or IR3535. 

See the EPA webpage for more information on ingre-
dients at www.epa.gov/pesticides/health/mosquitoes/
ai_insectrp.htm.

Spray clothing with repellents containing permethrin 
or another EPA-registered repellent since mosquitoes 
may bite through thin clothing. Do not apply repellents 
containing permethrin directly to exposed skin or under 
clothing. 

Other helpful hints include wearing long-sleeved 
shirts, placing mosquito netting over infant carriers and 
staying indoors at dawn and dusk.

Help reduce the number of mosquitoes in areas out-
doors where people work or play by draining sources 
of standing water. Some examples include fl ower pots, 
buckets or discarded tires. This reduces the number of 
places where mosquitoes can lay their eggs and breed.

For more information on WNV, visit www.cdc.gov/
ncidod/dvbid/westnile/index.htm.

Infl uenza, also called the fl u, is a very 
contagious respiratory illness that has no 
respect for its victims. 

It attacks the young and the elderly, 
and can be mild, severe and sometimes 
deadly. The best way to prevent the fl u is 
by getting the annual fl u vaccine, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control.

Flu viruses spread when people with the 
fl u cough, sneeze or talk. Sometimes the 
virus is spread by people touching surfac-
es or objects, such as doorknobs, handles 
or toys that have the fl u virus on it and 
then touching their own mouth, eyes or 
possibly their nose. The fl u virus can be 
passed on to someone before the infected 
individual is aware that he is sick and the 

virus can spread while the infected indi-
vidual is exhibiting symptoms.  

Most healthy adults may be able to 
infect others beginning Day 1 before 
symptoms develop and fi ve to seven days 
after becoming sick. Young children and 
people with weakened immune systems 
might be able to infect others for an even 
longer time. 

The CDC reports that people who have 
the fl u often report feeling some or all of 
these symptoms:

fever or feeling feverish and  chills, • 
but not everyone will have fever;
coughing or sore throat;• 
runny or stuffy nose;• 
muscle or body aches;• 
headaches;• 
fatigue or feeling very tired; and • 
young children may have vomiting • 

and diarrhea.
Flu seasons are very unpredictable and 

can be severe. Over a period of 30 years, 
between 1976 and 2006, estimates of fl u-
associated deaths in the United States 
range from a low of about 3,000 to a high 
of about 49,000, according to the CDC.  

Complications from the fl u can include 
bacterial pneumonia, ear infections, sinus 
infections, dehydration and worsening of 
chronic medical conditions, such as con-
gestive heart failure, asthma or diabetes, 
according to the CDC.

 The best way to prevent the fl u is to 
get the fl u vaccine each season. There 
are two types of fl u vaccines: “Flu shots” 
— inactivated vaccine that contains the 
killed virus — and “Flumist”— a vaccine 
that contains the live but weakened fl u vi-
rus. It is sprayed into the nostrils.

About two weeks after vaccination, an-
tibodies develop that protect against in-
fl uenza virus infection.

Yearly fl u vaccination usually begins 
in September or as soon as the vaccine 
is available and continues throughout the 
fl u season, which can last through May. 
This is because the timing and duration 
of fl u seasons vary. 

The information above was obtained 
from http://www.cdc.gov/fl u/keyfacts.
htm.

For more information about fl u and fl u 
vaccines, visit the following websites:

Key Facts About Seasonal Flu Vac-• 
cine (www.cdc.gov/fl u/protect/key-
facts.htm); and
Good Health Habits for Prevention • 
(www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/habits.
htm).

By Donna Upshaw-Combs
Community Health Nurse

Visit us online at 
www.armyfl ier.com

Nationwide West Nile Virus has been confi rmed in 43 states, and there are 693 confi rmed cases for this calendar year so far, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control.

COURTESY PHOTO

ARMYFLIER.COM  ❘  AUGUST 30, 2012  ★  C3

Vaccine best defense against influenza

Sterling silver charms from $25

2956 Ross Clark Circle SW
334.794.0686

Call 347-9533 to
advertise your church

on this page.

CenterPoint

� 3351 Lynn Road � Enterpr�se
(r�ght off Rucker Blvd)

� Servi�e times
� Sunday Worsh�p � 10 AM
� Sunday Even�ngs � 5 PM
�Wednesday Even�ngs � 7 PM
� Nursery � Ch�ldren � Youth

� Off�ce: 334 347 5044
www.centerpo�ntag.org

centerpo�nt3351@yahoo.com

������������ � ���������� � �����������
�astor: Ed Corley

Com m unityChurch

Center Point
Community Church

Traditional Worship Service
8:30 am & 11:00 am

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45 am
The Gathering - Youth

5:45 pm
Sunday School

10:00 am
Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Ma�n St • Enterpr�se, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer L�ne (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

ENTERPRISE
West Gate Center • 393-SKIN (7546)

www.ritualsenterprise.com

$30 $50
1/2 Hour

Swedish Massage
limited time only *not valid for gift certificate purchase

1 Hour

By Maj. Kathy Babin
Fort Huachuca

West Nile Virus symptoms, precautionary measures explained



MONTGOMERY — Farm-to-table foods, 
re-enactments of famous battles and a com-
memoration honoring coon dogs highlight 
this year’s Labor Day weekend activities 
across Alabama. 

Some 20 events celebrate Labor Day be-
ginning Friday with the world’s largest pea-
nut boil in Luverne to the 75th annual Coon 
Dog Cemetery Celebration Monday in Tus-
cumbia.

Boiled peanuts, sweet potatoes, gumbo, 
moon pies and barbeque are a few of the foods 
Families can enjoy over the weekend to cel-
ebrate Labor Day during the Year of Alabama 
Food. Fresh vegetables abound at the World’s 
Largest Peanut Boil and the Sweet Tater Fes-
tival in Cullman. A moon pie eatin’ contest is 
the highlight of the Labor Day Celebration at 
Tannehill Ironworks Historical Park in Mc-
Calla and Creole gumbo, shrimp and craw-
fi sh are plentiful at the 41st annual St. Wil-
liam’s Seafood Festival in Guntersville.

Families can also celebrate animal-themed 
events such as the Labor Day Celebration 
at the Coon Dog Cemetery where hunting 
dogs are honored, graves are decorated and 
tall tales are swapped in the “Liars Contest.”  
The small town of Ider has been parading 
mules, horses and carriages for more than 
100 years.

The Alabama Tourism Department sug-
gests the following Labor Day weekend 
events with Family fun in mind.

St. William’s Seafood Festival
Celebrate the Year of Alabama Food Sat-

urday in Guntersville by enjoying St. Wil-
liam’s famous seafood that includes Creole-
style gumbo, Cajun boiled shrimp and fresh 
crawfi sh. Catfi sh and barbecue dinners are 
also available from 10:30 a.m. – until sold 
out. The drive-thru is open for shrimp and/or 
gumbo at 7:30 a.m. and is open until sold out. 
For more information, call (256) 455-4133 or 
visit  www.stwilliamchurch.com.

 
Cars by the Creek

Prizes are awarded for the top 20 cars and 
top 10 trucks Saturday in Montevallo. The 
child who catches the most fi sh wins a prize. 
Registration is from 8-11 a.m. and presenta-
tions take place at 2 p.m. Fee for participants. 
For more information, call (205) 665-1519.

 
Tuskegee Labor Day Fly-In

The Tuskegee Labor Day Fly-in takes 
place at the Tuskegee Airmen National His-
toric site Saturday. For more information, call 
727-3200 or visit www.nps.gov/tuai.

 
Battle for Decatur

Civil War re-enactors fi ght it out in mock 
battles Saturday through Monday at 2 p.m. 
daily. Camps are also open for viewing. Ad-
mission is free. For more information, call 
(800) 524-6181 or visit  www.decaturcvb.
org.

 
World’s Largest Peanut Boil Festival

Patrons can enjoy arts, crafts, children’s 

activities, sweets and boiled peanuts dur-
ing the World’s Largest Peanut Boil Festival 
Friday through Monday from 9 a.m. until 5 
p.m. daily in Luverne.  More than 17 tons 
of peanuts will be cooked. Admission is 
charged. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 335-4468 or visit http://www.cren-
shawcochamber.com/peanutboil/.

 
Art in the Park

More than 150 artists and craftsmen from 
the Southeast and Southwest show off their 
works of art during Art in the Park Sunday in 
Scottsboro from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Children’s 
activities, music and food vendors are also 
included in the event. Admission is charged. 
For more information, call (800) 259-5508

 
Labor Day Weekend Concert

The Labor Day Weekend Concert on Lake 
Martin is Sunday from 7-10 p.m. in Alexander 
City. Gates open at 5 p.m. Guests are encour-
aged to bring lawn chairs and picnic baskets. 
Tickets are available through Ticketmaster. 
For more information, call (256) 397-1019 or 
visit www.RussellLandsonLakeMartin.com.

 
Sweet Tater Festival 

The Sweet Tater Festival is Sunday from 
1-4 p.m. and Monday from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
at Dowling Memorial Park in Crane Hill. The 
event features arts and crafts, door prizes, a fl ea 
market, rides, games, live entertainment, and 
plenty of “sweet taters.” Admission is charged. 
For more information, call (256) 531-7916 or 
visit www.sweettaterfestival.com.

 Alabama Blues Federation Jazz on 
the Grass

The seventh annual Alabama Blues 
Federation Jazz on the Grass  is Monday 
from 11 a.m. until 7 p.m. in the Rolling 
Hills Community just off Troy Highway 
231. Marcus Anderson, Reggie Hines 
and P.J. Spraggins perform. Lawn chairs, 
coolers and food are encouraged, al-
though vendors will sell food and drinks 
at the event. Admission is charged. For 
more information, visit http://wvasfm.
org/post/7th-annual-jazz-grass.

 
Ider Mule Day

Ider Mule Day begins Monday at 9:30 
a.m. The event features a parade of mules, 
horses and carriages as well as a display 
of antique cars and tractors, handmade 
arts and crafts, music, barbecue and chil-
dren’s activities. Admission is free. For 
more information, call (888) 805-4740 
or visit www.discoverlookoutmountain.
com.

 
Labor Day Celebration, Moon Pie 
Eatin’ Contest

Family fun abounds at the Tannehill 
Ironworks Historical State Park in Mc-
Calla during the annual Labor Day cel-
ebration and Moon Pie Eatin’ Contest 
Monday from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. The 
event features homemade crafts, mu-
sic, barbecue and more.  Admission is 
charged. For more information, call (205) 
477-5711 or visit www.tannehill.org.
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ANDALUSIA
ONGOING — The American Legion 

Post No. 80 regular meetings are the 
second Monday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. at the Legion Hall. 

For more information, call 222-7131 or 
visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of 

Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber of 
Commerce offi ce in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. For more infor-
mation, call 598-6331.

SEPT. 8 — Daleville Chamber of Com-
merce and the 1st Bn., 233rd Avn. Regt. 
hosts West Coast Poker Run. 

Cards are given a numeric value and the 
values are unknown until the end. Highest 
score and best hand will be awarded along 
with lowest score/hand.  

Cost is $20 for the fi rst rider and $10 
for the second.  Registration starts at 9 
a.m., bikes out at 10 a.m. Drawings begin 
at 2 p.m. Food and drinks available. For 
more information, call (254) 423-2928 or 
598-6331.

DOTHAN
FRIDAY — The City of Dothan, Hous-

ton County and the Dothan Area Chamber 
of Commerce hosts the Economic Summit 
on Jobs at the Dothan Civic Center. Regis-
tration and breakfast 7:30 to 8:15 a.m. and 
event begins at 8:15 a.m. 

Free and open to the public, the day-
long event is designed to use the combined 
knowledge and experience to identify op-
portunities that result in the direct creation 
of jobs. 

Participants who have like interests and 
concerns will pair together to accomplish 
one goal during the next 12 months. Lunch 
will be provided at no cost. 

Pre-registration is required at www.

economicsummitonjobs.com.

SATURDAY — The Cultural Arts Cen-
ter hosts the Ballroom Dance Club each 
month from 7-9:30 p.m. Food and drinks 
will be available. The cost is $2 per cou-
ple. Scheduled club meeting dates are: 
Saturday; Oct. 6; Nov. 3; Dec. 29. 

For more information, call 677-4967 or 
visit www.theculturalartscenter.org.

SEPT. 7 – Healthy You, Inc., hosts 
“Straight Talk About Marriage” workshop 
from 6-8 p.m.  The workshop is designed 
to help couples optimize their marriage. 
Topics covered include communication 
styles, confl ict resolution and emotion 
management. There is no cost to attend. 
Register at JTFStraightTalk.com or by 
calling (334) 671-7774. 

SEPT. 9 — The Tri-State Peachy Paint-
ers will hold their meeting at noon at the 
Houston County Farm Center.  The class 
will be 1-4 p.m. For more information call 
334-803-4882.

SEPT. 13 — The Cultural Arts Center 
will present Wiregrass Talent Quest at the 
Dothan Civic Center. 

For more information, call 596-2352 or 
visit www.theculturalartscenter.org.

SEPT. 15 — The Cultural Arts Center 
hosts Dixie Crafters Workshops. Several 
types of classes are offered in the morning 
and afternoon, prices vary. 

The morning workshops will be held 
from 8 a.m. until noon and afternoon 
workshops will be from 1-4 p.m. Regis-
tration fee is $35. 

For more information, call 677-5827.

ENTERPRISE
SEPT. 8— Coffee County Emergency 

Management host “Emergency Prepared-
ness Fair and Safety Saturday” at 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Johnny Henderson Park. 

Area emergency personnel will be on 

hand to share disaster preparedness in-
formation, ideas and supplies. Rex the 
national ReadyKids mascot, McGruff the 
Crime Dog and Sparky the Fire Dog will 
attend to greet guests. 

Demonstrations and interactive activi-
ties will be a part of the event.

OCT. 9 — City offi cials host “Getting 
to Know Enterprise Fair and Picnic” at 
Johnny Henderson Park from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

Local businesses and clubs provide 
information on services and activities 
for retirees and newcomers to the area. 
Entertainment and food are provided. 

For more information, call 347-0581 or 
389-1554; or visit www.enterprisealabama.
com  or www.visitenterprise.com. Free 
tickets are available at the chamber 
offi ce. 

GENEVA
ONGOING — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of 
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONGOING — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the fi rst Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
ONGOING — Every Tuesday and 

Wednesday, Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter No. 99 maintains a service offi ce 
in the New Brockton police station. 

The offi cers can help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation 
claims, VA pension, death benefi ts, VA 
medical care, Social Security disability 
benefi ts, veterans’ job programs and other 
veteran services. All veteran services pro-
vided are free of charge. 

For more information, call Chuck Lob-
dell at 718-5707.

OZARK
WEDNESDAY — The Dale County 

Extension offi ce hosts a Master Gardener 
Class Wednesdays from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., now through Oct. 31 at the 
Dale County government building. The 
price is $125. 

For more information, call 774-2329.

ONGOING — Every Thursday at 5:30 
p.m. yoga with Sandra Bittman is at Perry 
Recreation Center for $5 a person. 

ONGOING — Every Monday through 
Friday aerobic classes are open to the pub-
lic at the Autrey Recreation Center from 
8-10 a.m. 

For more information, call 774-2042.

PINCKARD
ONGOING — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sun-
day at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Meth-
odist Church. 

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
ONGOING — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the 
J.O. Colley Senior Complex. 

The complex is transformed into a dance 
hall and features music from the 40s, 50s, 
and 60s, fi nger foods, and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes 
at 808-8500.

Wiregrass community calendar

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs
Mystery Dinner

Mobile Mystery Dinners are performed at Mobile’s 
Carnival Museum at 6:30 p.m now through December. 
Cost is $55 per person. Reservations are required.  

For more information, call (251) 479-3212. 

Ghost Walk
Birmingham’s Ghost Walk at Linn Park runs all year 

long Fridays at 8 p.m.; and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and 9:30 
p.m. For more information, call (205) 538-1853 or visit 
ghostmagick.com/ghost-walks.html. 

Friday Fest
On the fi rst Friday of the month now through 

November from 6-10 p.m., downtown Panama City 
on Harrison Avenue hosts a street fair with music and 
food.  

For more information visit, http://www.pcfridayfest.
com.

Greek Festival 
Annual Greek Festival over Labor Day weekend 

begins Friday at 10 a.m. at Emerald Coast Convention 
Center, Fort Walton Beach, Fla. 

For more information, call (850) 609-3800.

Labor Day Weekend Concert 
The Best of Rock N` Roll and Elvis tribute show is 

Sunday at 7 p.m. at Mattie Kelly Cultural Arts Village in  
Destin, Fla. Cost is $10 for adults and free for children 
are 12 and under. Patrons are asked to bring their lawn 
chairs and picnic or purchase dinner onsite by Jim N’ 
Nick’s barbecue. For information, call (850) 650-2226 
or visit www.MattieKellyArtsFoundation.org/concerts.

Ross Bridge 8K, Health Expo
The Ross Bridge 8K and Health Expo is Saturday in 

Hoover. The event features a fun zone for children and a 
fresh market. For more information, call (205) 647-6563 
or visit www.alabamateenchallenge.org.

Events celebrate Labor Day weekend in Alabama
By Edith Parten
Alabama Tourism Department
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Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Road, Fort Rucker Across from the Commissary
341 North Daleville Avenue, Daleville
(334) 598-4411 www.aacfcu.com

Army Aviation Center
Federal Credit Union®

*APR means annual percentage rate. **Autos: 72 months available on new units and 1 year old on $20,000 or more; 84 months available on new units and 1 year old on $30,000 or more;
Used Autos are considered 2 and 3 years old. **Boats: Up to 60 months- Available on units under $15,000; Up to 120 months- Available on units over $15,000. **Recreational Vehicles: Up to
60 months- Available on units under $20,000; Up to 143 months-Available on units $20,000-$49,000; Up to 180 months-Available on units over $50,000. Army Aviation Center Federal Credit
����� ���� ������ up to ���� ���� ����� �� ���� ������ ���� ��� ��� ������ ���� �������� ���� ��� ����� �� ������������ �������� �� ������ ����� ���� ���� �������� ������� ������� �������-
����� ��� ������ ����� ���� only ��� ����� new �� ������ ��� � ������� ����� ������� ��� �� ��� ������ ��������� ��� ���� ������������

LOAN PLAN APR* APP. TERMS**
New Autos 1.99%* up to 48 months**

2.49%* up to 60 months**

Used Autos 2.99%* up to 48 months**

New Boats 4.99%* up to 120 months**

New Recreational Vehicles 4.99%* up to 143 months**

5.49%* up to 180 months**

Low loan
rates

EXTENDED!

Apply online, at any branch or by
phone today! You can also finance

with us directly from our
preferred dealerships!

Not amember?
If you live, work, worship or attend
school in mostWiregrass areas, you
can join! Stop by any of our 10
Wiregrass locations today!

Find your best deal, take your rebates and then
let us finance your vehicle!

WASHINGTON — While Tropical 
Storm Isaac bore down on the Domini-
can Republic and Haiti and threatened to 
strengthen over the eastern Caribbean, 
the Hurricane Hunters from the Air Force 
Reserve’s 53rd Weather Reconnaissance 
Squadron were in the air, relaying critical 
data to National Hurricane Center fore-
casters in Miami.

Meanwhile, staffs at both the U.S. 
Southern and Northern Commands con-
tinued to monitor the storm closely and 
to ensure they were ready to provide sup-
port to civilian authorities, including the 
U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment and Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

Three six-person crews from the 53rd 
WRS and their maintainers and support 
staff deployed to St. Croix from Keesler 
Air Force Base, Miss., Aug. 18-19, Air 
Force Lt. Col. Jon Talbot, the squadron’s 
chief meteorologist, told American Forc-
es Press Service. Operating out of the 
international airport there, they began 
fl ying their specially equipped C-130J 
Hercules aircraft through the storm Aug. 
21.

On a typical mission that can run up 
to 12 hours, the aircrews crisscrossed the 
storm in what the teams call an “alpha 
pattern,” he explained. Sophisticated 
onboard instruments and small canisters 
dropped by parachute to the ocean’s sur-
face collect accurate measurements of 
the storm’s location and intensity.

That information is fed continuously 
to the National Hurricane Center via an 
onboard satellite link. In addition, the 
aircraft sent automated messages every 
10 minutes, relaying barometric pres-
sure, wind speed and direction, and other 
measurements.

“The reason this data is critical is be-
cause, with satellites, you can track where 
storms are and get a general picture, but 
you can’t peer into the storm and physi-
cally measure what is happening at the 
ocean’s surface,” Talbot said. “That is 
the important piece of information you 
need to know when it comes to providing 
warnings to the public. The emergency 
management community needs to know 
what is going on near the surface of the 
ocean, because those are the winds that 
are going to come ashore.”

With about six missions already under 
their belts in their fi rst three days, Tal-
bot said, the pace picked up considerably 
as Isaac moved west toward the United 
States. 

“Currently, we are doing about three 
missions a day, but that will go up to four 
or fi ve when the storm comes within 300 
miles of the U.S. coastline,” he said.

The Hurricane Hunters expected to 
move west along with the storm, rede-
ploying to Keesler Air Force Base to re-
sume those missions. In the event that the 
crews have to evacuate Keesler, Talbot 
said, they already have alternate operat-
ing sites lined up. 

“We track these things pretty closely, 
because if we end up having to jump 
from here, we still have to continue fl y-
ing and providing that data while we are 

evacuating our own resources,” he said. 
“It becomes a big, tangled web, but it al-
ways works out pretty well.” 

As a precaution, aircraft and ships 
were moved out of the storm’s possible 
path and other assets were secured, ac-
cording to Southcom spokesman Army 
Lt. Col. Darryl Wright. Planning teams 
ran rehearsal meetings and prepared to 
verify personnel and resource requests, 
he said.

Wright emphasized that military sup-
port, if provided, would be part of a co-
ordinated U.S. response led by civilian 
authorities. 

“We conduct close coordination and 
planning and provide DOD support to 
relief efforts upon request,” he said. 
“Through this close coordination, we en-
sure that we respond with the most ef-

fi cient means available to the U.S. gov-
ernment.”

In terms of disaster response, Wright 
said effi ciency is typically more impor-
tant than speed in reducing suffering and 
saving lives.

Northcom, too, was in a monitoring 
mode. But as the storm intensifed when it 
hit the Atlantic and the Florida Straits, the 
command deployed a defense coordinat-
ing offi cer and element to Puerto Rico on 
Aug. 20 to support FEMA, John Corne-
lio, Northcom’s media operations chief, 
told American Forces Press Service.

The element of about 20 people as-
sessed the situation and stood ready to 
provide assistance, if requested. “We 
have learned the value of being forward 
enough to cut down on the response time, 
if required,” Cornelio said.

Hurricane Hunters track Isaac
By Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

Air Force Tech. Sgt. Amy Lee prepares to release a dropsonde out of the Hurricane Hunter WC-130J aircraft via a large tube during a mission into Hurricane 
Irene in 2011. Typical missions into storms for the Hurricane Hunters last 10-12 hours.

AIR FORCE PHOTO
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Wiregrass Ear, Nose & Throat
334-308-WENT (9368)

Enterprise ~ 101 E. Brunson Street, Suite 102
Ozark ~ 2126 Roy Parker Road, Suite 206

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

WESTGATE CENTER

College Cinema • enterprise

OZARK

For R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*
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Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
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August 24-30

$2.00 Upcharge for 3D

III SPARKLE- PG13
Fri, Sat, Sun 2, 7:10, 9:20 • M-Thurs 7:10 & 9:20

IV THE CAMPAIGN* - R
Fri, Sat & Sun 2, 7 & 9:00 • M- Thurs 7 & 9

I THE BOURNE LEGACY - PG13
Fri, Sat, Sun 2, 7:00, 9:30 • M-Thurs 7:00 & 9:30

II PARANORMAN IN 2D & 3D PG
2D Fri, Sat, Sun 2, 7:00 • M-Thurs 7:00
3D 9:00 ONLY EVERYDAY

III HIT AND RUN* - R
Fri, Sat, Sun 2, 7:10, 9:10 • M- Thurs 7:10 & 9:10

I THE BOURNE LEGACY - PG13
M-F 7:00 & 9:30 • Sat 2:00, 7:00 &9:30
Sun: 2 & 7:00 • Mon - Thurs 7:00

II DIARY OF A WIMPY KID:
DOG DAYS - PG
M-F 7:00 & 9:00 • Sat 2:00, 7:00 &9:00
Sun: 2 & 7:00 • Mon - Thurs 7:00

I THE EXPENDABLES*- R
Fri, Sat, Sun 2, 7:10, 9:20 • M-Thurs 7:10 & 9:20

II THE ODD LIFE OF
TIMOTHY GREENE - PG
Fri, Sat, Sun 2, 7:00, 9:10 • M-Thurs 7:00 & 9:10

Pick-
of-the-
litter
Meet Liberty, a 6-month old female 
mixed breed. She is shy but very friendly 
and affectionate. Liberty is $40 to adopt, 
which includes spaying, a microchip and 
heartworm testing. For more information 
on animal adoptions, call the stray 
facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. The facility needs donations such 
as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, 
kittens and puppies, as well as blankets, 
toys and towels. Donations can be 
dropped off at the veterinary clinic or the 
commissary. Visit the Fort Rucker stray 
facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.
facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for 
constant updates on the newest animals 
available for adoption. PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

WORSHIP SERVICES

Except as noted, all services are 
on Sunday.

HEADQUARTERS CHAPEL, 
BUILDING 109

Multi-Cultural Worship Service 8 
a.m. Sunday.

 

MAIN POST CHAPEL, 
BUILDING 8940

9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship Service 

Sunday
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday 

- Friday) 4 p.m. Catholic Confessions 
Saturday 5 p.m. Catholic Mass 
Saturday.

WINGS CHAPEL, BUILDING 
6036

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday 
School

10:45 a.m. Chapel Next Contempo-
rary Worship Protestant Service.

SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER, 
BUILDING 8939

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday 
School

10:45 a.m. CCD (except during 
summer months).

BIBLE STUDIES

9 a.m. Protestant Women of the 
Chapel, Wings Chapel, Tuesday 11 
a.m. Above the Best Bible Study, 
Yano Hall, Wednesday 1 p.m./6 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life Cen-
ter, Wednesday noon/1 p.m. Adult 
Bible Study, Soldier Service Center, 
Wednesday 5:30 p.m. Catholic Adult 

Bible Study, Spiritual Life Center, 
Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. Youth Group 
Bible Study, Headquarters Chapel, 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. Chapel Next 
(Meal/Bible Study), Wings Chapel, 
Thursday 9 a.m. Adult Bible Study, 
Spiritual Life Center, Thursday.

Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS)

MOPS is a Christian-based mom’s 
group.  MOPS is about meeting the 
needs of every mom of a child from 
conception through kindergarten.  
MOPS will meet every fi rst and 
third Thursday, 9 a.m., at Wings 
Chapel, Bldg 6036.  For more infor-
mation, call the Religious Support 
Offi ce at 255-2989. 

Fort Rucker Protestant 
Men of the Chapel

Fort Rucker Protestant Men of 
the Chapel meet the fi rst Saturday 
of each month in the Fort Rucker 
Spiritual Life Center, from 8-9 a.m. 
Men are encouraged to attend for 
a time of fellowship and a short 
devotion.

Free breakfast is provided.

Protestant Women of the 
Chapel

PWOC meets every Tuesday at 9 
a.m. and 6 p.m. at Wings Chapel, 
Bldg 6036.  Childcare provided. For 
more information, call 255-9894.

Military Council of Catho-
lic Women

MCCW meets every Tuesday from 
5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. at the Spiritual 
Life Center.  Childcare provided. For 
more information, call 255-9894.

Catholic Adult Fellowship
CAF meets regularly throughout 

the year.  For more information, call 
255-9894.

Religious Services



With deer hunting season around the 
corner, Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation 
is making sure that everyone, including 
wounded warriors, has the opportunity to 
enjoy its almost 50,000 acres of hunting 
grounds.

Outdoor recreation purchased two new 
hydraulic elevated tree stands, called 
Carolina Growlers, that are handicap ac-
cessible, as well as a track chair, which 
is essentially a wheelchair with tracks – 
much like a bulldozer – instead of wheels, 
according to John Clancy, outdoor recre-
ation and Lake Tholocco lodging program 
manager.

“[The tree stands] are ground level, so 
that a gentlemen or lady that is wheelchair 
bound can go up to it independently,” he 
said. “They can open the door, go inside 
and turn a key that will give them control 
to raise [the tree stand] up to any elevation 
they want to go.”

Clancy said that the tree stands are also 
portable and have the capability to be 
hooked up to a trailer to be moved to de-
sired locations.

“The Growler is solar powered and is 
fully capable of going anywhere on post,” 
said Lance Oliver, of ODR maintenance. 
“It lifts up about 20 feet when it’s fully ex-
tended and can hold up to 750 pounds.”

The track chair, which is much smaller 
than the tree stands, is much more portable 
individually and works just like an electric 
wheelchair, said the program manager.

“If a hunter decides that he or she wants 
to sit in a certain area, they can actually 
just carry a portable blind that will fold up 
and take it with them on the chair,” said 
Clancy. “They can go into the woodline, 
and pop the blind right over the top of 
themselves and sit and hunt. They don’t 
ever have to transport themselves out of 
their chair other than from their vehicle to 
the chair.”

The chair is battery powered and re-
chargeable, and can operate for up to four 

hours on a single charge, added Oliver.
Andrew Weissenberger, a military vet-

eran and wounded warrior, said the new 
equipment provides wounded warriors the 
ability to access areas and vantage points 
that were previously unavailable to them.

“Just because we are disabled hunters 
in one way or the other doesn’t mean we 
don’t still participate in activities that we 
love,” said Weissenberger, who has been 
hunting for almost 35 years. “Without 
equipment like this, we wouldn’t have 
the opportunity to take advantage of the 
sport.”

The need for the equipment came from 
talks with different wounded warriors 
who were asked what they would like to 
see from outdoor recreation.

“I spoke with Soldiers and wounded 
warriors and asked them what they need-
ed. They said, ‘We need something that 
is accessible that can get us elevated and 
something that will move us around,’” 
said Clancy. “They said they need the ca-
pability, and that’s why we got the equip-

ment that we did.”
The funding for the equipment came di-

rectly from last year’s Wounded Warrior 
Fall Hunt, which will continue again this 
year from Oct. 20-27. Anyone can partici-
pate in the hunt.

The registration for the hunt is $25, but 
people don’t have to hunt to be involved 
and can purchase a door prize tickets for 
$5, according to Leigh Ann Dukes, spon-
sorship and advertising sales manager for 
the Directorate of Family, Morale, Wel-
fare and Recreation.

“The purpose for the hunt is to identify 
the needs of our local wounded warriors 
and meet those needs by purchasing rec-
reational equipment that is instrumental in 
enhancing their quality of life,” she said. 
“As we continue to discover the needs of 
our local wounded warriors, we also have 
to be ready to meet those needs and this 
event helps make that possible.”

For more information on the new equip-
ment or the Wounded Warrior Fall Hunt, 
call 255-4305.
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TOP ATHLETES
Military athletes leave mark on 
Olympic Games

Story on Page D3

Andrew Weissenberger, military veteran, sits in a new track chair next to one of the new hydraulic elevated tree stands Friday. The new equipment was purchased by outdoor recreation to help wounded warriors hunt.

PHOTO BY SARA E. MARTIN

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

New equipment helps 
wounded warriors hunt
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LONDON — More than 
20 U.S. military athletes, 
coaches, training partners, 
Family members and sup-
port personnel served as 
sports ambassadors to the 
world during the London 
2012 Olympic Games.

From Olympic Stadium to 
the Royal Artillery Barracks 
shooting halls and ranges, to 
the boxing rings, wrestling 
mats and fencing strips at 
London’s ExCel Centre and 
Copper Box, to the waters of 
the Olympic Aquatics Cen-
tre, to the equestrian course 
at Greenwich Park, to The 
Mall and Buckingham Pal-
ace, Soldiers helped fellow 
world-class athletes inspire a 
generation.

“For the thousands of ath-
letes participating at London 
2012, the games represent 
the culmination of years 
of dedication, sacrifi ce and 
training,” said Jacques Rog-
ge, president of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee, 
during the opening ceremo-
ny at Olympic Stadium on 
July 27. 

“For many competitors, 
London 2012 will be the 
highlight of their sporting ca-
reers. Some will, of course, 
reach the podium and set 
records along the way. But 
win or lose, it will be those 
athletes who compete in a 
spirit of excellence, friend-
ship and respect that will be 
an example for us all.”

For most of the next 16 
days, Soldiers marched 
alongside, competed with 
and against, and even slept, 
ate and drank around the 
world’s greatest athletes in 
their respective sports. They 
unquestionably inspired 
more than one generation.

Sgt. Vincent Hancock es-
tablished himself as a shot-
gun shooter for the ages by 
becoming the fi rst Olympic 
champion in men’s skeet to 
repeat as gold medalist.

Along the way, Hancock, 
23, a U.S. Army Marksman-
ship Unit Soldier from Eat-
onton, Ga., eclipsed his own 
Olympic records in qualifi -
cation (123) and fi nal (148) 
scores, marks he established 
at the 2008 Beijing Olympic 
Games. He struck gold in 
China with a qualifi cation 
score of 121 and total of 
145.

Four-time Olympic shot-
gun shooter and Team USA 
shotgun coach Todd Graves, 
a former USAMU competi-
tor, said nothing is beyond 
the realm of possibility for 
Hancock.

“That’s the greatest thing 
in the world — two in a 
row,” Graves said. “He shot 
lights out, seriously, lights 
out. I told him out there 
when I hugged him that he’s 
the best I’ve ever seen. And 
I’ve seen a lot.”

“I don’t believe that’s 
going to be his last one,” 
Graves added with a wink 
and a sly grin. “I really don’t 
think that’s going to be his 
last one.”

Another member of the 
Army Family, Jamie Gray, 
won an Olympic gold medal 
in women’s 50-meter rifl e 
3-positions shooting on Aug. 
4 at the Royal Artillery Bar-
racks. 

Wife of USAMU Sgt. 
1st Class Hank Gray, Ja-
mie, 28, of Phenix City, 
Ala., set Olympic records in 
qualifi cation (592) and fi nal 
(691.9) scores in the event 
that includes shooting from 
prone, standing and kneeling 
positions. 

“I just took great shots,” 
she said. “Every shot was a 
good shot.” 

Gray also fi nished fi fth in 
the women’s 10-meter air 
rifl e, the fi rst gold-medal 
event of the London 2012 
Olympic Games, on July 28.

It was not all about the 

Army. Janay DeLoach, 
daughter of retired U.S. Air 
Force Chief Master Sgt. Wil-
liam DeLoach, won a bronze 
medal in the women’s long 
jump with a leap of 6.89 me-
ters on Aug. 9 at Olympic 
Stadium. 

“My dad’s here with me, 
cheering me on,” DeLoach 
said. “He’s been there the 
whole way through. He’s al-
ways supported me in all my 
endeavors.”

U.S. Air Force Reserve 
Capt. Seth Kelsey just 
missed two chances at win-
ning an Olympic medal in 
men’s epee individual fenc-
ing. Kelsey lost his semi-
fi nal bout in sudden-death 
overtime, 6-5, to the fencer 
who went on to win the gold 
medal, Venezuela’s Ruben 
Limardo Gascon. Then he 
dropped another sudden-
death decision in the bronze-
medal match to Korea’s Jin-
sun Jung, 12-11.

Kelsey’s fourth-place fi n-
ish in the event was one of 
Team USA’s best since Navy 
offi cer George Kalnan struck 
bronze in epee at the 1928 
Amsterdam Games. U.S. 
Army World Class Athlete 
Program fencer Sgt. Cody 
Nagengast was in London 
serving as Kelsey’s training 
partner.

Some tie to U.S. military 
athletics seemed to appear 
everywhere in London. One 
even looped around Team 
USA men’s basketball head 
coach Mike Krzyzewski, 

who led a group of NBA 
stars to another gold medal. 
It likely was the fi nal game 
as national coach for “Coach 
K,” known for leading Duke 
University to four NCAA 
Championships.

Krzyzewski’s coaching 
career’s roots are planted at 
the United States Military 
Academy in West Point, 
N.Y., where he coached 
from 1975 until 1980, after 
playing from 1966 to 1969 
for legendary coach Bob 
Knight. Krzyzewski also 
served in the U.S. Army 
from 1970 until 1974. With 
his team’s London perfor-
mance, Krzyzewski joined 
Henry Iba (1964, 68) as the 
only coaches to lead Team 
USA to basketball gold med-
als in consecutive Olympics.

Returning to active-duty 
Soldier-Olympians, about 
half of Team USA’s shooting 
squadron is provided by the 
U.S. Army. This included 
head rifl e coach Maj. David 
Johnson, a four-time Olym-
pian from the U.S. Army 
World Class Athlete Pro-
gram. Johnson said he pre-
fers working with a mix of 
military and civilian shoot-
ers at international competi-
tions.

“I used to compete as 
an athlete, and I’m a very 
competitive guy,” Johnson 
said. “I compete vicariously 
through them, I guess, but I 
don’t like losing. We can do 
well and I think we should do 
well. My job is to do every-

thing I can to help make that 
happen. For me, it’s not fun 
and games here. There has 
been a tremendous amount 
of work for the past four 
years and you try to build on 
that momentum and execute 
here.”

“The support [of USA 
Shooting] at Fort Benning 
(Ga.) is critical to the sport. 
We have Soldiers assigned 
there who get a chance to 
go after medals, and that’s 
critical for the sport. I’m a 
believer as a coach in mix-
ing the civilians and military 
together because everybody 
gets stronger.”

For Team USA’s 20 starts 
in the London Games’ shoot-
ing events, a Soldier stepped 
to the line 13 times.

USAMU Sgt. Michael 
McPhail and Sgt. 1st Class 
eric Uptagrafft fi nished 
ninth and 14th respectively 
in men’s 50-meter prone 
rifl e. WCAP Sgt. 1st Class 
Keith Sanderson was 14th 
in men’s 25-meter rapid-
fi re pistol. USAMU Sgt. 1st 
Class Josh Richmond and 
four-time Olympian Sgt. 
Glenn Eller were 16th and 
22nd respectively in men’s 
double trap.

Four-time Olympian 
Sgt. 1st Class Jason Parker 
fi nished 30th in the men’s 
3-positions rifl e event in 
what likely will be his fi nal 
Olympics as a competitor. 
Likewise for WCAP Sgt. 
1st Class Daryl Szarenski, 
a four-time Olympian who 

fi nished 28th in the 50-meter 
free pistol event and 23rd in 
10-meter air pistol before re-
tiring from the Army. 

“I worked really hard for 
this one and I had much 
higher expectations,” Sza-
renski said. “It didn’t work 
out. I’m going sailing.”

Navy Petty Offi cer 1st 
Class Sandra Uptagrafft, 
wife of Eric Uptagrafft, fi n-
ished 28th in both the wom-
en’s 25-meter sport pistol 
and the 10-meter air pistol 
at the Royal Artillery Bar-
racks.

The U.S. Marine Corps 
supplied the only military 
men’s boxer on Team USA 
for the London Games, the 
fi rst Olympics in which the 
U.S. has competed without 
winning a men’s boxing 
medal. Sgt. Jamel Herring 
lost 19-9 to Kazakhstan’s 
Daniyar Yeleussinov in the 
fi rst round of light-welter-
weight competition at the 
ExCel Centre on July 31. 

Although the U.S. men’s 
boxers left England with 
no medals, the U.S. women 
medaled in two of the three 
weight classes as women’s 
boxing made its Olympic 
debut in London. 

Under the tutelage of Team 
USA and former WCAP 
head boxing coach Basheer 
Abdullah, WCAP coach Sgt. 
1st Class Charles Leverette 
and trainer Sgt. Joseph Guz-
man helped lead 17-year-old 
Claressa Shields of Flint, 
Mich., to the fi rst Olympic 
women’s middleweight box-
ing gold medal. They also 
worked with Houston’s Mar-
len Esparza, who took the 
inaugural Olympic bronze in 
the women’s fl yweight divi-
sion.

“Being around all the 
coaches, they work together 
as a team,” Shields said. 
“One coach might have an 
idea, and then they give each 
other ideas and then just put 
it together to come up with 
one. Coach Lev just stayed 
on me to stay focused. He 
made sure that I stayed out 
of trouble and he made sure 
that I always stayed calm.

“He don’t even call me 
by my fi rst name. He calls 
me ‘Baby Girl.’ When we 
worked in the gym, he was 
always working with me on 
the bag, saying, ‘Show me 
something spectacular.’ And 
I was just ripping on the 
bag.”
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Military athletes leave mark on Olympic Games
By Tim Hipps
IMCOM Public Affairs 

Have a Family di-• 
saster plan and 
supply kit. 
Build or identify a • 
safe room in your 
home. 
Purchase and use • 
a NOAA weather 
radio with a tone 
alert feature. This 
will alert you to 
warnings issued by 
your local National 
Weather Service 
offi ce. 

PHOTO BY TIM HIPPS

U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit shotgun shooter Sgt. Vincent Hancock set an Olympic record in skeet qualifi cation with a score of 123 at the 
Royal Artillery Barracks in London. Hancock eclipsed his own mark of 121 set in Beijing in 2008.

STRIKE OUT SUICIDE BOWLING TOURNAMENT
In observance of National Suicide Prevention Month, Rucker 

Lanes will host a bowling tournament Sept. 6, 13 and 20. Peo-
ple can form four-person teams, select a time to bowl and go to 
Rucker Lanes for a special “Lunch & Bowl” price from $6-$8.50, 
depending on food choice. The tournament awards luncheon will 
be held Sept. 27 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Teams must register 
with Rucker Lanes no later than Aug. 30. Available “Lunch & 
Bowl” times are 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. This event is open to 
all Soldiers, Family members, Army civilians and retirees. 

For more information or to register, call 255-7509. 

SWING FORE LIFE GOLF TOURNAMENT
In observance of National Suicide Prevention Month, Silver 

Wings Golf Course will host a Swing Fore Life tournament Sept. 
7. Teams consist of  four players using a Scramble format with a 
yellow ball twist. Registration and “Grab & Go” breakfast will 
take place from 7-8:15 a.m. with an 8:30 a.m. tee time. The cost 
for the event is $55 per player and members of Silver Wings Golf 

course will receive a $10 discount.  This fee includes green fees, 
practice balls, a cart, one mulligan, breakfast, lunch and a pass 
for a free round of golf. Prizes will be awarded based on partici-
pation. This event is open to all Soldiers, Family members, Army 
civilians and retirees.  

For more information or to register, call 255-7509.

2-MAN BUDDY BASS TOURNAMENT
Outdoor recreation hosts its Two-Man Buddy Bass Tourna-

ment Sept. 15 from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. at West Beach on Lake 
Tholocco. Cost is $100 per team. Door prizes will be offered 
throughout the event and cash prizes will be awarded to partici-
pants with the top three weigh-ins. The person with the largest 
catch will win a special prize for “Biggest Fish.” All participants 
must have an Alabama State Fishing License and a Fort Rucker 
Post Fishing Permit. Space is limited, so people are encouraged 
to register early. This event is Exceptional Family Member Pro-
gram-friendly. 

For more, call 255-4305.
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Christian Mission Bargain Centers
Donation Pick-Up Available

Call 393-4471
Your donation of clothing, furniture, house-hold
items, autos, etc. helps to provide the following

services for the homeless and hungry...shelter, food, hot
meals, for home-bound, emergency utility assistance and

residential substance abuse program.
All donations are tax deductible

307 N. Main Street ~ www.christmissions.com

30-50% Off*

Ronnie Evans Antiques

*Select Items

Tues - Fri: 10am-5pm

204 North Main St • Enterprise
334-347-4944

Fine Antiques for 31 years
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COURTESY SCREENSHOT

FORT BENNING, Ga. — Years of de-
termination, hard work and resilience have 
led Sgt. 1st Class Josh Olson to the cusp of 
making history at the 2012 London Para-
lympic Games.

As the games started Wednesday, the U.S. 
Army Marksmanship Unit Soldier is set to 
become the fi rst combat-wounded active-
duty service member to ever compete in the 
world’s second-largest sporting event.

“I’ve been preparing for this since I got to 
the unit seven years ago,” Olson said. “I am 
on a mission to represent our country and 
the Army in front of the world. I have a lot 
of people who have helped get me to this 
point and now it’s time for me to be at my 
best for two days.”

After walking into Olympic Stadium dur-
ing the opening ceremonies Wednesday, 
Olson will get down to business in two 
events at the Royal Artillery Barracks. He 
will compete in the mixed 10-meter air rifl e 
competition Saturday and follow that up on 
Tuesday in the mixed 50-meter prone rifl e 
event.

“I’ve been training really hard this year 
and I’m ready to fi nally compete,” Olson 
said. “I got nominated in January, so it’s 
been a long eight months preparing for Lon-
don. Watching Sergeant (Vincent) Hancock 
and Jamie (Gray) win gold at the Olympics 
just pumped me up even more.”

Olson was severely injured in a rocket-
propelled grenade attack in 2004 while de-
ployed to Iraq with the 101st Airborne Di-
vision, resulting in the loss of his right leg 
from the hip down. After an 18-month reha-
bilitation stint at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center, Olson was given the chance to stay 
on active duty with the USAMU. Training 
alongside Olympic and world champions on 
a daily basis proved to be the best therapy 
for Olson, he said.

“Everywhere I looked there was an 
Olympian, a world champion or a national 
champion,” Olson said. “We all push each 

other. I immediately set goals for myself, 
maybe some too high at the beginning, but 
it was just what I needed to keep moving 
forward. I didn’t have time to feel sorry for 
myself. All I ever wanted to be was a Soldier 
and despite my injury, I was still wearing the 
uniform.”

Showing the resilience that enabled him 
to overcome his devastating injury, Olson 
has overcome the disappointment of not 
making the Beijing Games in 2008 to fi nd 
him on the brink of setting a new standard 
for injured service members when he toes 
the line in London. 

Using his selection to Team USA as a 
platform to showcase the notion of abil-

ity rather than disability, Olson has been 
featured on everything from CNN to Fox 
Sports, in “Sports Illustrated” to the “New 
York Times,” telling his Army story and the 
reality that despite their injuries, wounded 
Soldiers still have a place in the military. 

“Competing in the Paralympics is much 
more than going to win a medal,” Olson 
said. “Soon we will have a full team here 
and if I am a pioneer of sorts, then that’s 
my role. I want the guys who will be com-
ing here to run circles around me and make 
multiple Paralympic teams.”

Upon his return from the games, Olson 
will be among those from the unit looking to 
fi ll 24 new positions in the USAMU desig-

nated for wounded warriors deemed eligible 
to stay on active duty as either a Paralympic 
shooter or a marksmanship instructor. 

“I’m going to be representing so many 
people when I compete,” Olson said. “I’m 
doing this for all of the service members 
who have been injured in combat, for those 
sitting in hospitals right now wondering 
what lies ahead. I’m doing it for those Sol-
diers in Afghanistan right now in the middle 
of a tough fi ght.

“I can’t promise that I am going to win, 
but I can promise that I’m going to show 
the world how tough a U.S. Soldier truly is, 
how tough an American is. I am mentally 
and physically ready for this moment.”

Olson ready to make Paralympic history
By Michael Molinaro
USAMU PAO 

U.S. ARMY PHOTO

Sgt. 1st Class Joshua Olson takes aim earlier this year on his goal of competing in the Paralympic games.
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(Editor’s note: All opinions stated in the Video Game 
Spotlight are solely those of the article’s author.)

Transformer fans will go nuts. The rest of us? We can 
probably pass. It’s not that “Transformers: Fall of Cyber-
tron” is a bad game. It’s actually pretty good. It’s just that 
the game’s focus is on single-player — no co-op, as in the 
previous Transformers game — coupled with a second-tier 
attempt at multiplayer remove some of the bang for the 
buck. That change, along with the long Transformers his-
tory, makes this a game best left for those gamers who can 

name every Transformer ever made. 
“Transformers: Fall of Cybertron” takes gamers to the fi -

nal days of the planet Cybertron where the war between the 
Autobots and Decepticons is leading to the end of the world. 
There are a wide range of missions and environments in the 
game and gamers get to play as a variety of Transform-
ers. Each of the Transformers come with abilities that are 
solely their own. Optimus Prime can designate targets for 
air strikes while Jazz is great at using a grappling hook to 
climb structures quickly, for example. New Transformers 
such as Bruticus and Grimlock bring even more variety to 
the battlefi eld. Enemies are smarter this time around. They 
will take advantage of cover, throw grenades at the right 
time and fi re accurately while on the move. 

The multiplayer modes don’t make up for the lack of co-
op because they are mainly what you would expect. The 
coolest part of the multiplayer is that gamers can do a lot to 
personalize their Transformer. 

The missing co-op is a blow, but it doesn’t doom “Trans-
formers: Fall of Cybertron.” It still has plenty of appeal for 
Transformers fans and even those gamers who are curious 
enough to want to jump into that universe. 

Reviewed on Xbox 360 

Game should please Tranformers fans
By Jim Van Slyke
Contributing Writer
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