
Army FlierArmy Flier
JULY 19, 2012F O R T  R U C K E R  ★  A L A B A M A

SERVING THE U.S. ARMY AVIATION CENTER OF EXCELLENCE AND THE FORT RUCKER COMMUNITY SINCE 1956

STABLES
Riding Stables 
offers entertainment, 
Family fun
Story on Page D1

VOL. 62 � NO. 29

GEMS
Program brings 
science to life for 
youth

Story on Page C1

PERSPECTIVE � A2 ARMYWIDE � B1-4 COMMUNITY � C1-8 ON POST � C2 SPORTS � D1-4

FSOD
Flight surgeon of the 
day clears Aviators 
for fl ight duty
Story on Page A3

Fort Rucker welcomed a new garrison commander and gar-
rison command sergeant major, while bidding farewell to two 
well-known faces on the installation Friday.

Col. Stuart J. McRae assumed command of the garrison from 
Col. James A. Muskopf, and Command Sgt. Maj. Buford E. No-
land became the new garrison command sergeant major, assum-
ing responsibility from Command Sgt. Maj. Dwaine E. Walters 
during a change of command and responsibility ceremony at the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

“Colonel McRae brings to Fort Rucker a wealth of experi-
ence from a wide variety of operational and staff assignments,” 
said Davis D. Tindoll Jr., Atlantic Region Installation Manage-
ment Commander director and guest speaker. “His assignments, 
extensive experience and military education offer impeccable 
credentials for garrison command.”

McRae is no stranger to Fort Rucker as his prior assignment 
was as the director of the U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence’s Capability and Development Integration Directorate.

“The McRaes have been here for a year and there is nothing 
but goodness that comes out of that,” said Muskopf. “He’s had a 
chance to fi gure out what Fort Rucker’s all about.”

The new commander agreed that is a good thing.
“I’ve had the rare opportunity during this last year to be prep-

ositioned here and be able to observe the interaction between 
the garrison and the Aviation Center before taking command,” 
McRae said. “I’ve been able to observe many great leaders that 
work and see what right looks like from the top down.”

McRae began his military career in 1987 when he graduat-
ed from Montana State University as a distinguished military 
graduate, and began his career as a leader when he served as the 
platoon leader, battalion maintenance offi cer and assistant S3 
for the 9th Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Noland comes to Fort Rucker from Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., 
where he served as command sergeant major for the 193rd Bri-
gade Support Battalion, 4th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade.

SEE GARRISON, PAGE A7

Fort Rucker welcomes 
new garrison commander
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Davis D. Tindoll Jr., director of the Installation Management Command Atlantic Region, passes the garrison colors to the incoming Fort 
Rucker garrison commander, Col. Stuart J. McRae, during a change of command and responsibility ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum Friday. McRae assumed command of the garrison from outgoing Fort Rucker garrison commander, Col. James A. Muskopf.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Renovated Brown Dental Clinic reopens Wednesday

After a year’s wait, the Brown Dental Clinic 
moves back home to its renovated facility in 
Bldg. 4405 on Innkeeper Street Wednesday.

 The clinic hosts a ribbon cutting ceremony and 
open house Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

The clinic increased its capacity from 17 chairs 
to 22 and received new paint, fl ooring, equip-
ment, computers and style. 

“It has been a long wait, but it’s been worth it,” 
said Linda Wimes, a health system specialist at 
the clinic. 

The temporary building suited the needs of 
patients, but not without a few hiccups. “There 
was barely enough parking. It became a burden 
with two medical facilities sharing the same as-
phalt lot, but luckily we have the gravel pad that 
has really helped with the congestion with shar-

ing the space with Lyster,” said Lt. Col. Robert J. 
Selders, commander of the clinic.

He also stated that there will be no policy 
changes and the new clinic will be able to see 
around 75 patients a day in the remodeled facil-
ity, “So there’s no excuse for not making an ap-
pointment.”

Dental awareness is important for all Soldiers, 
said the commander. “Our mission is to make sure 
the Soldiers have combat-ready dental health. 
Dental health cannot be neglected. It can pre-
vent a Soldier from doing his or her duty, and it’s 
something that most people generally forget.”

The clinic has six dentists and fi ve hygienists 
with the room to expand with the new building’s 
arrangement and confi guration. 

The new clinic has digital X-rays and TV mon-
itors with headphones at each station. There is 

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Sgt. Herman Thomas, NCOIC of the dental clinic, demonstrates a digital X-ray machine.SEE DENTAL, PAGE A7

164th TAOG cases colors, deploys
Tears were fl owing as more than a dozen troops 

boarded a bus to get ready to deploy to Southwest 
Asia as their Family, friends and fellow Soldiers 
waved and said their goodbyes.

Soldiers of the 164th Theater Airfi eld Operations 
Group deployed to Kuwait and Afghanistan Saturday 
from Cairns Army Airfi eld to provide airfi eld and air 
traffi c services advice, standardization and safety for 
the Army Central Command theater of operations, 
according to Col. Mike Shenk, 164th TAOG com-
mander.

“During this deployment, a signifi cant portion of 
the unit will remain in Fort Rucker to continue prepa-
ration for future missions … and support the deployed 
forces,” he said. “I’m confi dent that I’ve chosen the 
right leaders to serve those Soldiers and Family mem-
bers supporting our mission from Fort Rucker.”

The Soldiers that deployed will meet up with their 
advanced echelon team that deployed July 6 to prepare 
for the arrival of the rest of the unit, and for some, this 
deployment will not be the fi rst time they’ve been sent 
overseas.

“This isn’t anything new for me,” said Spc. Nancy 
Vargas, 164th TAOG. “It’s actually going to be a little 
vacation compared to my previous deployments be-
cause we were in Iraq before.”

Vargas has deployed twice before between 2005 
and 2008 and said she is proud to be able to serve her 
country.

“I take a lot of pride in what I do because I’m the 
fi rst female in my Family to join the military,” she 
said. “It’s always nice to be able to call home and tell 
them what I did today.”

Sgt. Felisha Gomez, 164th TAOG, said this was her 
second deployment. She also takes pride in what she 
does for her country and she’s excited to be deploy-
ing.

“I’m looking forward to it — it’s going to be differ-
ent [from my previous deployment],” she said. “Back 
here [on Fort Rucker], we do basic operations but it’s 
not anything really specifi c. Over there we’ll be doing 
something specifi c and it’s going to feel like we actu-
ally have a big purpose.”

Before the Soldiers deployed, the unit participated 
in the casing of the unit colors during a ceremony at 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Maj. Mike Shannon, 164th TAOG operations offi cer, holds his son, Sammy, at 
Cairns Army Airfi eld Saturday before he deploys with his unit to Kuwait. SEE 164TH TAOG, PAGE A7



(Editor’s note: This article is reprinted 
from the Warrior Care Blog and while it is 
mainly directed at wounded warriors, all 
tobacco users could benefi t from the infor-
mation below.)

Although quitting tobacco may be at the 
bottom of the list of priorities for wounded, 
ill and injured Service members and their 
Families and caregivers, they should speak 
with their physicians about how quitting 
can help in recovery and rehabilitation.

Health benefi ts
For example, the positive effects from 

quitting smoking start almost immediately. 
According to the National Cancer Institute, 
some of the benefi ts include:

Heart rate and blood pressure, which are • 
abnormally high while smoking, begin 
to return to normal;
Within a few hours, the level of carbon • 
monoxide in the blood begins to decline, 
allowing blood to carry oxygen more ef-
fectively;
Within a few weeks, people have im-• 
proved circulation, produce less phlegm, 
and don’t cough or wheeze as often; 
and
Within several months, people can ex-• 

pect substantial improvements in lung 
function.

Treatments
Wounded warriors and their Families 

have increased levels of stress that may 
make quitting an addictive substance such 
as tobacco especially diffi cult. However, 
there are many effective treatments and 
resources available to reach a healthier, 
tobacco-free life. 

From nicotine patches and gum to mas-
sage therapy, wounded warriors can work 
with their physician on an approach to 
overcome nicotine addiction. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, experts agree that smokers may 
have to try a number of different methods 
or a combination of treatments to fi nd the 
ones that work best.

There are a variety of FDA-approved 
cessation therapies that may be covered by 
TRICARE to help smokers quell the desire 
to light up. The TRICARE Tobacco Ces-
sation Program covers most inpatient and 
outpatient care that is medically necessary 
and considered proven. 

These may include:
Medication therapy can ease withdraw-• 
al symptoms and reduce cravings, and 
is most effective when used as part of 
a comprehensive stop-smoking program 

monitored by a physician.
Nicotine replacement therapy involves • 
“replacing” cigarettes with other nico-
tine substitutes, such as nicotine gum 
or a patch, to relieve some of the with-
drawal symptoms without the tars and 
poisonous gases.
Non-nicotine medication helps smokers • 
by reducing cravings and withdrawal 
symptoms without the use of nicotine;
Hypnosis, a non-medication therapy, • 
gets the smoker into a deeply relaxed 
state where he or she is open to sugges-
tions that strengthen the resolve to quit 
smoking and increase negative feelings 
toward cigarettes.
Another non-medication therapy, acu-• 
puncture, is believed to work by trigger-
ing the release of endorphins (natural 
pain relievers) that allow the body to 
relax and help in managing withdrawal 
symptoms.
Behavioral therapy focuses on learning • 
new coping skills and breaking ritualis-
tic habits associated with smoking.
Motivational therapies can provide a • 
number of ways to encourage smokers 
to kick the habit, such as calculating the 
monetary savings.

Resources
In continuing the Total Force Fitness 

coverage this month, DOD and the Military 
Health System encourage healthy behav-
ioral choices such as quitting tobacco to 
benefi t the health of service members and 
their loved ones.

The DOD “Quit Tobacco — Make Ev-
eryone Proud” program offers information 
and tips, alongside counseling, hotlines, fo-
rums and other tools for service members 
and veterans enrolled in Veterans Affairs 
care system. It also offers assistance and 
support to anyone who may have a loved 
one who smokes, dips or uses snuff. 

DOD is committed to reducing the use 
of tobacco in the defense community and 
improving the health and wellbeing of the 
force, their Families and the wider defense 
community. 

For more information, call TRICARE’s 
toll-free Smoking Quitline, available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, including week-
ends and holidays:

North Region: • 
(866) 459–8766;• 
South Region: • 
(877) 414–9949; and• 
West Region: • 
(866) 244–6870.• 

For 24/7 help with substance abuse, 
call (800) 342-9647 or visit www.
militaryonesource.com. For more resources, 
visit www.nationalresourcedirectory.
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Perspective

1st Lt. James Foster, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.“Contact the Family 
Readiness Group to fi nd 
out about activities here on 
post.” 

“Don’t discount onpost 
housing, it’s pretty nice.  
Check into the housing of-
fi ce for scheduling.”

“Remember why you’re 
here when you get frustrat-
ed, and keep your Family 
involved.”

“Take it as it comes.  You 
might not think you’re ready 
for it, but just take it one day 
at a time.”

WO1 Karl Halterman, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.

WO1 Steven Graham, B 
Co., 1st Bn., 145th Avn. 

Regt.

Cherie Garmon, 
military spouse

The next Newcomer’s Welcome is Friday from 
8:30-10:30 a.m. at The Landing.  What positive advice 
would you offer to newly-arrived Soldiers and their 

Families?

“
”

 “Start a savings plan right 
away.”

WO1 Justin Garner, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.
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Statement of Publication 

authorization
The Army Flier is an autho-

rized publication for members 
of the Department of Defense. 
Contents of the Army Flier are 
not necessarily the offi cial views 
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government, or the Department 
of the Army. 

The editorial content of this 
publication is the responsibility 
of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs 
Offi ce. 

Ten thousand copies are 
published weekly by The Dothan 
Eagle, a private company in no 
way connected with the U.S. gov-
ernment under exclusive contract 
with the Department of the Army. 

The appearance of advertis-
ing in this publication, including 
inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the 
U.S. Army or The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters
For business, advertisements, 

subscriptions or to report print-
ing errors, contact The Dothan 
Eagle, 227 N. Oates St., Dothan, 
AL 36303 or call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is respon-
sible for all printing matters and 
commercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. 
for the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army 
Flier is prepared, edited, pro-
vided and approved by the Public 
Affairs Offi ce, U.S. Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence and Fort 
Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity 

Statement
Everything advertised in this 

publication shall be made avail-
able for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, 

religion, sex, national origin, age, 
marital status, physical handicap, 
political affi liation or any other 
non-merit factor of the purchaser, 
user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of 
this equal opportunity policy by 
an advertiser is confi rmed, the 
publisher shall refuse to print 
advertising from that source until 
the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts
Contribute news items or pho-

tographs by contacting the Army 
Flier, Public Affairs Offi ce, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence, Fort Rucker, AL 36362, or 
call (334) 255-2028 or 255-1239; 
calls to other PAO numbers are 
not normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please 
contact the editor at jhughes@
armyfl ier.com.

By Warrior Care Blog
DOD Office of Warrior Care Policy

Quitting tobacco contributes 
to health of warriors, Families

This month we’re spotlighting the 
July-August 1994 issue of the U.S. Army 
Aviation Digest. This issue features:

“AMERICA MUST LEAD”
In his ancient Strategikon, emperor 

and battlefi eld commander Maurice 
described strategy as, “the points which 
a general must consider, before the day 
of the battle.” True. However, one of 
the primary responsibilities of strategic 
leadership also is to look ahead and 
determine what the armed forces must do 
to achieve national goals and protect vital 
interests.

THE VISION IS CLEAR
As we approach the 21st century, Army 

Aviation is in the enviable position of 
becoming the premier maneuver arm of 
modern armies. However, we in Army 
Aviation still have a way to go to prepare 
ourselves for the future.

GRIZZLY FLIGHT – WE DO IT 
RIGHT

Fort Greely, Alaska, is a small post 
located 110 miles east of Fairbanks and 
about 350 miles northeast of Anchorage. 
Synonymous with cold weather operations 
and testing, it is home to the U.S. Army 
Garrison Flight Detachment “Grizzly 

Flight” and Allen Army Airfi eld.

AERIAL RECOVERY OF A 
HISTORICAL AIRCRAFT

In February 1993, some soldiers from 
F Company , 4th Aviation Brigade, took 
a two-day trip down to the International 
B-24 Liberator Bomber Memorial 
Museum in Pueblo, Colo. This trip was 
not for pleasure, but to prepare a CH-21 
Shawnee helicopter for recovery from the 
Pueblo Memorial Airport.

… and more!
Download this issue of the U.S. Army 

Aviation Digest at http://bit.ly/av9-jul94.

This month in Army Aviation history



Lyster Army Health Clinic offers 
a unique program to ensure that Fort 
Rucker Aviators can rebound from sick-
ness quickly and get back in the air — the 
fl ight surgeon of the day.

“Normally fl ight units have their own 
organic fl ight surgeon, but because of the 
way we’re organized, [Lyster] fi lls that 
role here at Fort Rucker,” said Lt. Col. 
Sean Hollonbeck, deputy commander for 
clinical services at Lyster Army Health 
Clinic.  “We try to do that through having 
a fl ight surgeon of the day.”

The position of fl ight surgeon of the day 
is fi lled by a team of fl ight surgeons and 
physician assistants on a rotating basis, 
and they carry out a wide range of duties 
to help get Aviators back on duty.

“What we mostly do here is [provide] 
new duty up-slips for new permanent par-
ty,” said Hollonbeck, referring to the doc-
umentation that clears an individual for 
fl ight duty after a period of sick leave.  

“For folks that are permanent party, 
let’s say they had a complicated dental 
procedure and were given a pain medica-
tion – they can’t fl y, they’re down,” said 
Hollonbeck.  “But now they’re fi nished, 
they’re better, and their dentist or doctor, 
somebody who’s not a fl ight surgeon, says 
that they’re good to go; well, they have to 
come see us and get an up-slip.

“That’s what we do — our goal is to 
keep people fl ying, it’s to be rapid and re-
sponsive to get those instructor pilots and 
crew chiefs, to get those folks back up to 
duty as quick as possible,” he said.

While these are the main goals of the 
fl ight surgeon of the day program, there 
are several other needs that those chosen 
for the position take care of.

“We have a lot of foreign national stu-
dents who train here, and when they come 
in they get an inprocessing up-slip as 
well,” said Capt. Justin Wilkie, fl ight sur-
geon.  He added that the fl ight surgeon of 
the day can also carry out overseas screen-
ings for people who may be heading to 
places where medical care is diffi cult to 
get, as well as sign off on convalescent 
leave for Soldiers who have not yet been 
assigned a primary care manager.

If there’s an Aviator who is sick with 
no care immediately available, nurses are 
permitted to triage that person to the fl ight 
surgeon of the day, and if there’s a mishap 
on post requiring emergency medical at-
tention, the fl ight surgeon of the day could 
very well be the fi rst person on the scene, 
added Wilkie.

There are, of course, some things that 
the fl ight surgeon of the day is not permit-
ted to do.

“It’s not a replacement for meetings 
with primary care providers,” said Wilkie.  
“It’s really not fair to think that this per-

son is here to treat chronic medical condi-
tions.”

“Sometimes people come to sick call 
when they really want to see the fl ight 
surgeon of the day,” added Hollonbeck.  
“Sometimes what we see is people com-
ing to sick call just to get an up-slip, and 
they don’t need to.  There’s no reason to 
wait in that line — they need to come see 
the fl ight surgeon of the day.”

Hollonbeck also emphasized the need 
to bring relevant medical information to 
any meeting with a fl ight surgeon of the 
day in order to smooth the process of get-

ting back to fl ight duty.
“If [a Soldier is] on any medications or 

they’ve seen anybody who’s not a fl ight 
surgeon, they need to bring that data with 
them,” said Hollonbeck.  “They need to 
bring any relevant data, any medication 
they’re taking, and their medical records 
– after all, we’re supposed to put their up-
slip in their medical record.”

The fl ight surgeon of the day does not 
have regularly scheduled appointments.  
Instead, walk-in hours are from 8-11:15 
a.m. and 1-2:30 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays.
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Lt. Col. Sean Hollonbeck, deputy commander for clinical services at Lyster Army Health Clinic, and Capt. Justin Wilkie, fl ight surgeon, at the offi ce of the fl ight 
surgeon of the day at Lyster Army Health Clinic.

FSOD clears Aviators for flight duty
By Connor Wolanski
Army Flier Contributing Writer

News Briefs
AAFES 117th birthday

Fort Rucker Exchange facilities will mark the Army and 
Air Force Exchange Service’s 117th birthday Wednes-
day with a host of savings and specials. Shoppers using 
their Military Star® Card to fi ll up at the Express from 
Wednesday to July 27 will receive a discount of 17-cents 
per gallon. The Military Star® Card will also pay divi-
dends at the food court Wednesday as diners can take 20 
percent off orders at AAFES-operated restaurants.  Also 
on Wednesday, Express patrons can enjoy free 20- and 
30-ounce fountain drinks and 20-ounce Fresh Java until 
1:17 p.m.

The birthday savings even extend online where www.
shopmyexchange.com will offer a one-day sale on hun-
dreds of products, including up to 25 percent off name-
brand watches and 66 percent off select fi ne jewelry. 

“To say that this benefi t has been around for 117 years is 
a testament to the loyalty of generations of military shop-
pers,” said the exchange’s Don Walter Jr., main store man-
ager. “July 25 is our annual opportunity to celebrate and 
thank them for making the Exchange their fi rst choice.” 

Chaplain Corps birthday
The Fort Rucker Ministry Team hosts a celebration of 

the 237th anniversary of the U.S. Army Chaplain Corps 
July 27 from 10-10:30 a.m. in the atrium of the Soldier 
Service Center, Bldg. 5700. The gathering features cake 
and refreshments, and celebrates the work of the Chap-
laincy of Fort Rucker while also honoring all Army Chap-
lains that have served as religious and spiritual leaders for 
Soldiers and Families since 1775. 

For more, call 255-2989.

Aviation museum construction
With work going on to replace the roof on the U.S. Army 

Aviation Museum, military graduations and most change 
of command ceremonies will be temporarily moved to the 
post theater in July and August.

The museum is still open its normal hours, though, from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays-Saturdays.  

For more, call 598-2508.

Closed for inventory
The Directorate of Logistics Supply Support Activity in 

Bldg. 1212 will conduct its wall-to-wall inventory Mon-
day through July 27.  Normal operations will discontinue 
at 4:15 p.m. Friday and offi cials expect normal business 
hours to resume July 30. Customers will be notifi ed by the 
accountable offi cer. During this period the SSA will only 
accept emergency requisitions.  

For more, call 255-9504.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-Fri-

days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and also the fi rst Saturday of 
the month from 8 a.m. to noon, unless it falls on a holiday 
weekend and then the shop will be open on the second 
Saturday. The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted items. 
People can drop off donations at any time in the shed be-
hind the shop (former Armed Forces Bank building) lo-
cated in front of the theater next door to the bowling alley. 
Donations are tax deductible. For more, call 255-9595.

Spouse club signup
For people new to Fort Rucker who are interested in 

meeting fellow spouses, the Fort Rucker Community 
Spouses Club’s annual Super Sign Up and Exhibition 
takes place Aug. 16 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Land-
ing. The event, which is the club’s annual membership 
drive, will feature everything from live music from the 
Silver Wings Band to shopping and prizes. This year, the 
club will welcome spouses with a Hawaiian Luau theme. 
Club membership is open to all spouses. 

For more about the club, visit http://www.ftruckercsc.
com/.

ID card section
People who need a common access card or military ID 

card who are in a hurry can make an appointment by call-
ing 255-2437 or 255-2182. When people call for an ap-
pointment, they will be screened and advised of any docu-
mentation they need to bring. Walk-ins will continue to be 
served on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. As a reminder, 
people may experience delays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Help wanted
The Army Community Service Employment Readiness 

staff stands ready to help members of the Fort Rucker com-
munity fi nd jobs. The staff maintains a list of job opportu-
nities in the area, and can also give out tips and inform 
about resources to help people fi nd the right job for them. 

Some current opportunities on employment readiness’ 
“hard to fi ll” list include: retail sales in children’s and la-
dies’ clothing stores, emergency medical technician, den-
tal assistant, paralegal and legal secretary, dance teacher, 
warehouse supervisor, esthetician and massage therapist.

For more on employment readiness’ services, call 
255-3949.

Data recently compiled by the U.S. Army Combat 
Readiness/Safety Center show the third quarter of fi scal 
2012 has been the deadliest yet this year regarding ac-
cidents, with 42 Soldiers lost between April 1 and June 
30.

Overall, however, fatal accidents remain on the decline, 
with total fatalities six percent lower at quarter’s end than 
numbers from the same time frame in fi scal year 2011.

“The fact that we’ve maintained a steady reduction in 
accidental losses through spring and now summer says a 
lot about the disciplined commitment to safety principles 
by our Soldiers and engaged leaders at every echelon,” 
said Brig. Gen. Timothy J. Edens, director of Army 
Safety and commanding general, USACR/Safety Center. 
“I’m optimistic we can close 2012 with the best safety 
performance we’ve seen in 15 years.”

Fiscal year 1997 was the Army’s safest year on record, 
with 150 accidental fatalities reported both on and off 
duty. To date in fi scal year 2012, 112 Soldiers have died 
in on- and off-duty accidents.

While off-duty fatalities were down seven percent from 
last year’s total through the end of the third quarter, fatal 
motorcycle accidents rose by 14 percent from the same 
time frame in 2011. Indiscipline, primarily speeding, fail-

ure to wear personal protective equipment and reckless 
riding, has dominated motorcycle accident reports during 
this fi scal year.

On duty, accidental fatalities fell 43 percent during 
the third quarter, due largely to a 64 percent decline in 
ground fatalities that offset a slight rise in Aviation fatali-
ties throughout the year.

Edens praised leaders and Soldiers for their dedicated 
efforts and encouraged them to remain vigilant through-
out the remaining months of summer and fi scal year 
2012.

“Our Army’s men and women are making the differ-
ence,” said Edens. “They deserve the credit for our suc-
cesses, but just because we’re doing well doesn’t mean 
we can relax.

“Historically speaking, the worst could be yet to come 
for accidents. Everyone needs to be on top of their game 
and looking out for one another.”

The annual Army Safe Spring/Summer campaign, 
which features media tools designed to address common 
seasonal hazards and assist leaders and Soldiers in their 
safety efforts, is available online at https://safety.army.
mil.

Army releases 3rd quarter accident data
By Margaret Banish-Donaldson
U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Center

U.S. ARMY PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Center data show the third quar-
ter of fi scal year 2012 has been the deadliest yet this year regarding 
accidents, with 42 Soldiers lost between April 1 and June 30. Fatal 
motorcycle accidents for Soldiers this year rose by 14 percent from the 
same time frame in 2011.



WASHINGTON — Homeowners with 
military transfer orders will be immediate-
ly eligible for short sales under new guid-
ance to mortgage servicers that may help 
tens of thousands of military homeowners 
moving to a new duty station, Consumer 
Finance Protection Bureau offi cials said 
recently.

Military homeowners will be eligible 
for short sales, even if they are current 
in their mortgages, Edward J. DiMarco, 
director of the Federal Housing Finance 
Agency, said at a news briefi ng. They also 
will be exempt from defi ciency judgments 
from Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac when 
receiving permission for a short sale and 
relieved of any request for cash, contri-
bution or promissory note so long as the 
property was purchased on or before June 
30, 2012, according to the guidance.

“These changes will make it easier for 
members of the armed forces with mort-
gages owned or guaranteed by Fannie Mae 
or Freddie Mac to honor their fi nancial 
commitments when they are issued a per-
manent change of station order,” DiMarco 
said. The agency classifi es the order as a 
hardship, he noted.

The bureau, along with mortgage ser-

vice industry regulators, is issuing joint 
supervisory guidance to address mortgage 
service practices that pose risks to military 
homeowners, Richard Cordray, the bu-
reau’s director, said.

“We want to make sure that mortgage 
servicers comply with the laws that pro-
hibit unfair or abusive practices” when 
service members have orders to move, he 
said.

Roughly a third of active-duty military 
personnel move each year. Of these, about 
185,000 are homeowners who have to sell 
their houses and move to another com-
munity. Many fi nd themselves owing far 
more on their homes than they’re worth in 
the current market.

Service members cannot sit on a proper-
ty and wait for the market to recover: they 
must go to their new base, Cordray noted. 

“They have to move, even if that means 
taking a big fi nancial hit or leaving their 
Families behind to pay their bills,” he 
said.

“I have heard over and over from mili-
tary homeowners whose houses are under-
water and they don’t know what to do,” 
said Holly Petraeus, director of the bu-
reau’s Offi cer of Service Member Affairs. 
“They are terrifi ed that a foreclosure will 
ruin their fi nances as well as putting their 
security clearances at risk, and they are 

looking for answers.”
But in too many cases, she said, mort-

gage service providers have not given that 
help. In her travels to military bases, Pe-
traeus said, service members have told her 
of mortgage service providers giving them 
inaccurate information and stringing them 
along.

“We’ve heard from service members that 
they were told they had to be delinquent to 
qualify for help, and advised to skip a cou-
ple of payments,” she said. “They’ve been 
asked to sign waivers of their rights un-
der the Service Members Civil Relief Act 
just to have their cases evaluated. They’ve 
been stalled by repeated demands for their 
loan documents and given a new loan of-
fi cial with each call … and they have even 

been listed as not responding to requests 
for documents during deployment despite 
the fact that spouses had powers of attor-
ney.”

Robert L. Gordon III, assistant secretary 
of defense for military community and 
Family policy, said the Defense Depart-
ment welcomes the bureau’s leadership.

“The military lifestyle poses unique 
challenges to our troops and their Fami-
lies,” he said. “Throughout frequent 
moves, deployments and transitions they 
must remain resilient and strong in order 
to be mission ready.”

Homeowners with questions or com-
plaints may contact the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau at consumerfi nance.
gov and (855) 411-2372.
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WASHINGTON — Technology has 
opened tremendous opportunities for the 
world, but also poses tremendous chal-
lenges for those who work to ensure ac-
cess to cyberspace, the director of the Na-
tional Security Agency said here July 9.

Army Gen. Keith B. Alexander, who 
also commands U.S. Cyber Command, 
told participants in an American Enter-
prise Institute seminar titled “Cybersecu-
rity and American Power” that the capa-
bility exists today for destructive cyber 
attacks against critical infrastructures.

The cyber world is an increasingly im-
portant domain, the general said. In 2000, 
360 million people were on the Internet. 
Today, more than 2.3 billion people are 
connected. Last year, 107 trillion emails 
were sent, he added, and a sign of the 
times is that more than 500,000 apps exist 
for the iPhone and 280,000 for Android 
smartphones.

But this tremendous opportunity for 
communication also presents a potential 
avenue of attack, Alexander said. A 2007 
denial-of-service attack on Estonia vir-
tually shut the nation down, he said, but 
that was just a transitory event in the evo-

lution of cyber attacks.
“What I think we really need to be 

concerned about is when these transition 
from disruptive to destructive attacks — 
and I think those are coming,” he said.

A destructive attack does not simply 
overload computers or networks — it de-
stroys data or software, and systems must 
be replaced to return to the status quo. 

“We’ve got to consider that those are 
going to happen,” Alexander said. “Those 
are coming up and we have to be ready 

for that.”
The general stressed that deterring cy-

ber attacks is more diffi cult than nuclear 
deterrence, noting that nation-states, cy-
ber criminals, hackers, activists and ter-
rorists all pose threats. 

“So when you think about deterrence 
theory, you’re not talking about just 
nation-on-nation deterrence theory,” he 
said. “You have other non-nation-state 
actors that you now have to consider.”

An attack may originate in a country, 
Alexander said, but no one can really tell 
if it’s the nation, a criminal gang within 
the country or a lone hacker launching 
the attack. Regardless of who initiates an 
attack, he added, the result could be the 
same. 

“You lose the fi nancial sector or the 
power grid or your systems capabilities 
for a period of time,” the general said. “It 
doesn’t matter who did it; you still lose 
that. So you’ve got to come up with a de-
fensive strategy that solves that, from my 
perspective.”

The U.S. defensive strategy has to be a 
team approach, he said. 

“We want to get as many people as we 
can working together to solve this prob-
lem,” Alexander said.

The White House has led the govern-

mental effort, spanning the Department 
of Homeland Security to the Defense 
Department to the FBI and beyond. And 
any protection — to be effective — must 
include the private sector, the general told 
the audience. This has caused hackles to 
rise, he acknowledged, with critics saying 
such efforts are an invasion of privacy. 
But, Alexander said, it can be done while 
protecting civil liberties.

“If the critical infrastructure commu-
nity is being attacked by something, we 
need them to tell us at network speed,” 
the general said. “It doesn’t require the 
government to read their mail or your 
mail to do that. It requires them — the 
Internet service provider or that company 
— to tell us that that type of event is go-
ing on at this time. And it has to be at net-
work speed if you’re going to stop it.”

Cyber runs at the speed of light, Alex-
ander noted, and human reaction times 
are simply not fast enough to react.

“Maybe we could do this in real time 
and come up with a construct [in which] 
you and the American people know that 
we’re not looking at civil liberties and 
privacy, [but] we’re actually trying to 
fi gure out when the nation is under at-
tack and what we need to do about it,” 
he said.

NSA Chief: Cyber world 
presents opportunities, challenges
By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

New financial guidance may help troops during moves
By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service
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WASHINGTON — Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Ma-
rines considering separating from the active-duty mili-
tary this year may seek employment options in the rail-
ways industry, which July 10 became the latest to pledge 
jobs to veterans.

Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood announced 
the 5,000-job pledge in a conference call with report-
ers, making rail the latest industry to offer jobs as part 
of the Joining Forces campaign. He was joined by Ed 
Hamberger, president and CEO of the Association of 
American Railroads, and Navy Capt. Brad Cooper, 
director of Joining Forces, which First Lady Michelle 
Obama and Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe 
Biden, created to help service members, veterans and 
their Families.

Obama and Biden announced the hiring campaign last 
summer, with a goal of hiring 100,000 veterans or mili-
tary spouses by 2013. Today, Cooper said, 1,600 com-
panies have signed on to the Joining Forces challenge, 
hiring 90,000 veterans and spouses with pledges to hire 
170,000 more in the coming years.

What is unique about today’s announcement, Cooper 
said, is that the 5,000 rail jobs are open now or in the 
very near future. They are listed on the association’s 
website, http://www.aar.org.

The jobs, offered by about 500 companies, range from 

operating locomotives to working in signaling and tele-
communications. 

“It’s the whole spectrum of work,” Cooper said. 
Most of the jobs are in freight rail, but also with Amtrak, 

commuter rails and rail supply companies, he said.
The industry is hiring because it’s growing, Hamberg-

er said, with some $23 billion in investments at the same 
time that nearly a quarter of the freight rail workforce 
will be eligible to retire by 2015.

“We want to reach out and let veterans know that 
we’re hiring,” he said.

The industry has actively recruited veterans since it 
sought out military academy graduates to build the fi rst 
railroad system more than 200 years ago, Hamberger 
said.

“We’ve learned that the skills service members learn 
in the armed forces translate very well to our industry,” 
he said. “We, fi rst and foremost, are focused on safety. 
You learn in the armed services that if you don’t follow 
the rules, bad things happen.

“We need teamwork, dependability, and high tech,” 

he added, noting that military experience builds those 
skills.

The rail industry made more than 20,000 new hires 
last year, which was more than 5,000 than it expected, 
and one in four are veterans, Hamberger said.

Improving the nation’s railways and hiring veterans 
are two of President Barack Obama’s priorities, LaHood 
said. 

“Today’s generation of heroes has made the United 
States safer and more respected around the world,” he 
said. “The president has asked that we serve them as 
they have served us.”

About 15,000 veterans work for the Transportation 
Department, LaHood said, and 3,000 of those have dis-
abilities, many from their military service. The depart-
ment recently created a Web portal — http://www.dot.
gov/veteranstransportationcareers — “that tells our re-
turning warriors what jobs are available and how they 
can become certifi ed,” he said.

“Helping our veterans fi nd work and fulfi lling our 
transportation needs is a win-win,” he said.
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Railways industry announces 
job opportunities for vets
By Lisa Daniel
American Forces Press Service

3850 West Main St.
(between Flowers Hospital and

Winn Dixie on Hwy. 84)

Dothan, AL 36305 • 334-793-6363

Let Us CUSTOM
DESIGN your

JEWELRY

Your STYLE,
Your DESIGN!

We Appreciate
You

Fort Rucker

Opportunity 
Knocks
>>Employment Forum<<

The Department of the Army has the following vacan-
cies. For announcements and application information, 
call 255-9015 or visit www.armycivilianservice.com

INTERNAL 
Materials Handler 
(Motor Vehicle 
Operator/Forklift 
Operator)
NCDE12941488699283
WG-6907-06
Closing Date: July 23

Training Instructor 
(Paramedic)
SCEG12963096702203
GS-1712-09
Closing Date: July 26

Training Instructor 
(Paramedic)
SCEG12963096684577
GS-1712-09
Closing Date: July 26

Health Technician 
(Optometry)
SCEG12954923702630
GS-0640-06
Closing Date: July 25

Health Technician 
(Optometry)
SCEG12954923686314
GS-0640-06
Closing Date: July 25

Medical Records 
Technician
SCEG12952523696782
GS-0675-04
Closing Date: July 25



WASHINGTON — The 
Pentagon is not just an or-
dinary offi ce building, Wil-
liam E. Brazis, the director 
of Washington Headquar-
ters Services, said July 12 
at a dedication ceremony 
for the newest history ex-
hibit to open in the build-
ing.

The Pentagon Building 
History Exhibit shows the 
evolution of the fi ve-sided 
structure from its earliest 
planning stages through its 
most recent modernization, 
which was completed in 
late 2011.

Brazis noted that for 
those who work in the Pen-
tagon, it’s easy to forget 
how much of American 
history has taken place or 
been directed from within 
its walls.

“This is just not an or-
dinary offi ce building. 
It’s a place where history 
is made, one person at a 
time,” Brazis said. “Since 
1942, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, for 70 years, 
every second that’s ticked 
there have been our fellow 
citizens working in this 
building.”

He called the Pentagon 
a symbol of American de-
mocracy and commitment 
to freedom and liberty 
around the world. 

“We have to remind our-
selves that this is an incred-
ible place with an incred-
ible history ... woven into 
the fabric of the history of 
our nation,” he said.

The new exhibit features 
life-size images of Penta-
gon employees at work in 
their offi ces. Located be-
tween the C and D rings 
of Corridor 2, on the Pen-
tagon’s third fl oor, the ex-
hibit consists of three main 
parts.

Several hallway display 
cases contain photos and 
artifacts from the 1940s 
and the 1990s, the decade 
when the Pentagon was 
originally constructed and 
the time just before the 
most recent renovations. 
Two preserved offi ce spac-
es from those periods make 
up the largest part of the 
exhibit.

A multimedia space lets 
visitors see how the Pen-
tagon was originally con-
structed and also describes 
the Phoenix Project — the 
reconstruction of a portion 
of the building following 

the September 11, 2001, 
terrorist attack.

“We wanted to show 
what’s behind the walls. 
The ceiling, the col-
umns, the terracotta wall 
are all historical to the 
1940-41-42-43 [construc-
tion period],” said Bill 

Hopper, the communica-
tions manager of the Fa-
cilities Services Director-
ate. “We wanted to show 
a deconstructed room but 
also we wanted to show the 
life. We have many images 
from the period of time of 
the building of the Penta-

gon.”
Preserving the offi ce 

spaces is the right thing to 
do, said Michael L. Rho-
des, the director of Admin-
istration and Management 
for the Offi ce of the Secre-
tary of Defense.

“It was a terribly smart 

thing to come up with. It 
was done at the right time 
so that we could truly pre-
serve a piece of this his-
tory,” Rhodes said.

He anticipated that the 
exhibit would be included 
in the offi cial Pentagon 
tours.
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Historic exhibit depicts 
Pentagon life over years
By Claudette Roulo
American Forces Press Service

PHOTO BY SGT. 1ST CLASS TYRONE C. MARSHALL JR.  

A 1940s static display showing early Pentagon workers’ lives and experiences is unveiled at the new Pentagon Building History Exhibit ceremony at the Defense Department July 12. 
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the post theater July 12.
“The essence of the casing ceremony is 

an event marked by tradition, honor, re-
spect and sacrifi ce,” said 1st Lt. Edith H. 
Hutt, 164th TAOG adjutant. “The colors 
will be uncased when the brigade arrives 
in Kuwait and tradition holds that the col-
ors lead the unit into battle.”

The unit will not be fi ghting any battles 

while in Kuwait and Afghanistan, but de-
ployment is still hard on the Soldiers and 
Families that are separated.

“It’s tough on both ends of the deploy-
ment,” said Shenk. “Each of the Soldiers 
deployed have loved ones and friends 
here at Fort Rucker, across the nation and 
abroad. I urge you, the deploying Sol-
diers, to keep [those friends and Families] 
informed, keep their spirits up and keep 
them in your thoughts.”

“His military police back-
ground gives him special in-
sight into the complexities and 
challenges of running garrison 
operations,” said Tindoll. “Due 
to his extensive experiences, he 
knows the needs of the Soldiers 
and their Families.”

The ceremony was a time to 
recognize the new garrison com-
mander and command sergeant 
major, but it was also a time to 
recognize Muskopf and Walters 

for the time they served on Fort 
Rucker.

“Over the past two years, they 
excelled in overcoming numer-
ous challenges to ensure Fort 
Rucker made tremendous contri-
butions, not only to Army readi-
ness, but by providing the best 
possible quality for our team 
here,” said Tindoll.

They achieved this next level 
of support by refi ning common 
levels of service, using detailed 
performance management re-
views and customer feedback to 

improve the effi ciency of base 
operations support, according to 
the director.

“This is what right looks 
like,” said McRae about Musko-
pf’s leadership. “The team that 
you’ve developed and passed 
to me is absolutely second to 
none.”

Muskopf said that what they 
achieved on Fort Rucker was no 
one-single effort, but a team ef-
fort from everyone on his com-
mand team, to the people in the 
surrounding community.

“Philadelphia calls itself the 
city of brotherly love, but there 
is no more brotherly love in the 
world than the brotherly love 
that the Wiregrass gives to Fort 
Rucker,” he said, adding that he 
couldn’t have asked for a better 
senior commander to work un-
der than Maj. Gen. Anthony G. 
Crutchfi eld, USAACE and Fort 
Rucker commanding general.

Muskopf will go on to Carl-
isle Barracks, Penn., as the U.S. 
Army War College’s director of 
Strategic Plans and Walters will 

retire from the Army.
McRae said he was ready to 

take on the challenges as gar-
rison commander and ready to 
tackle the vision that Crutchfi eld 
has set for the future of the Avia-
tion Branch and Fort Rucker.

“I appreciate the confi dence 
that [Crutchfi eld] has shown … 
and I take his visions to heart,” 
he said. “I recognize that the 
most important and valuable re-
source that we have here at Fort 
Rucker is not our aircraft or our 
systems — it’s our people.”

also a large TV in the waiting room where 
Selders said the patients will be present-
ed with media on proper dental hygiene.  
“The patient education screens are so im-
portant to remind Soldiers about daily den-
tal awareness.” 

 The project also had a positive effect on 
the environment. “Everything out of the 
old building was recycled; from doors to 

equipment,” said Sgt. Herman Thomas the 
NCO in charge of the Brown Dental Clin-
ic. “The remodeling is a green build.”

The building is quite an eye opener, said 
Selders. “This is top notch stuff, it’s not 
second best.”

Routine dental services are given Mon-
day through Friday 7:30 a.m. till 4:15 p.m. 
by appointment, unless otherwise posted. 
To make an appointment at the Brown 
Dental Clinic call 255-3393.  
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Garrison: McRae commends leadership
Continued from Page A1

164th TAOG: Family support important during deployments
Continued from Page A1

Dental: All equipment from 
former building was recycled
Continued from Page A1
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Soldiers of the 164th TAOG line up at Cairns Army Airfi eld Saturday to say goodbye to those in their 
unit deploying to Kuwait.

Master Sgt. Etola Nesbitt, 164th TAOG, holds her daughter, Kennedi, at Cairns Army Airfi eld Saturday 
before she deploys with her unit to Kuwait.
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10900 DALE CO 1: Ready to move in. 3 BR/2 BA, minutes from
Ft Rucker. New microwave & range, new windows, refrigerator
less than a year old, new roof, new interior & exterior paint, all
situated on large corner lot with privacy fence. JIMMY JONES
334-406-1752

119 BYRD: First time buyer or downsizing, this 3 BR/2 BA
could be just what you are looking for. LR/DR combo and a den,
as well as breakfast room. Workshop with electricity. “As is,
where is” No warranties expressed or implied. EVELYN HITCH
334-406-3436

$134,900

$89,500

211 WINDOVER: Come see the neighborhood! Convenient
to Ft Rucker back gate. Brick garden home on cul de sac. Easy
maintenance, pantry, sunroom, new roof 2009, fresh interior
paint, ceramic tile in kitchen & bathrooms, walk in closet in MBA.
JACKIE THOMPSON 334-406-1231

$115,000

Open Saturday
2:00 – 4:00

504 Tartan Way

Maggie Haas 389-0011

Nadia Newkirk 389-4680

View more pictures of these homes at www.c21regencyrealty.com
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334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

103 HUTCHINSON: Well-maintained 3 BR/2 BA convenient to
Hillcrest Elementary, churches & hospital & the new Publix. Water
feature in backyard sets the mood for relaxing by the above
ground pool and covered patio. Free standing gas log fireplace in
living room plus dining room. Roomy bedrooms and 2 full baths.
JAN SAWYER 334-406-2393

$94,900

79 CR 744: Feel like being in the country but convenient to town.
Just off the bypass. Large front porch, good for rocking. Like new,
3 BR/2 BA, grandroom, dining with den, patio with awning, large
yard. ANGIE GOODMAN 334-464-7869

206 RIDGEWAY: Great 2 BR/2.5 BA
townhome, nice deck and convenient
to everything. Why rent when you can
buy? Must see! Move in ready condition.
CINDY HARPER 334-517-5618

$166,000

$83,700

Open Sunday
2:00 – 4:00

105 Welborn

Bob Kuykendall 369-8534

View more pictures of these homes at www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on

Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

291 TRENT: Fabulous 4 BR/3 full BA brick home in cul de
sac. Freshly painted throughout. Just like new. PAT LEGGETT
334-406-7653

2 STORY: The Cottages at Woodland Park: These cottages are tucked in the woods off the
Boll Weevil Circle. While providing privacy, they offer the convenience to schools, shopping,
golf, restaurants and minutes from Fort Rucker. Stainless appliances, lowe E windows, irriga-
tion system, 2” faux wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom and tray ceiling in grandroom.
(Laurel Plan) $163,500 Owner is licensed residential home builder and REALTOR in the state
of Alabama. BILLY COTTER CONSTRUCTION 334-347-2600

$197,500
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250 Hanchey Field Rd Immaculate, top of the line Fleetwood manufactured
home on approx. 3/4 acres, country setting, rocking chair front covered
deck, top of line upgrades throughout. Wood burning fireplace, pass
through bar from kitchen, garden tub and huge closet in master. Separate
computer room, recessed lighting and upgraded fixtures. Separate dining
area. Peaceful setting near Hanchey Field Gate, Fort Rucker. Open pasture
behind property. Out in the country but quick drive to town.

203 Winterberry The Cottages at Woodland Park:These cottages are tucked
in the woods off Boll Weevil Circle. While providing privacy, they offer the
convenience to schools, shopping, golf, restaurants and minutes from Ft.
Rucker. Stainless appliances, lowe E windows, irrigation system, 2” faux
wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom and tray ceiling in grandroom.
(Winterberry Plan)

4999 CR 156: Country living approx. five miles from town. Convenient to
Faulkner Gate. Nice one +/- acre lot, no neighbors. Hardwood floors,
covered back patio. Watch the wildlife from wooded area.

205 Winterberry The Cottages at Woodland Park:These cottages are tucked
in the woods off Boll Weevil Circle. While providing privacy, they offer the
convenience to schools, shopping, golf, restaurants and minutes from Ft.
Rucker. Stainless appliances, lowe E windows, irrigation system, 2” faux
wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom and tray ceiling in grandroom
(Maple Leaf Plan)

209 Winterberry The Cottages at Woodland Park:These cottages are tucked
in the woods off the Boll Weevil Circle. While providing privacy, they offer
the convenience to schools, shopping, golf, restaurants and minutes from
Fort Rucker. Stainless appliances, lowe E windows, irrigation system, 2”
faux wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom and tray ceiling in grandroom
(Laurel Plan)

Debbie Sunbrock
334-406-9079
334-347-0048

Debbie@c21regencyrealty.com
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KHOWST PROVINCE, Af-
ghanistan — They’re the crew no 
one wants to see take off.

“A perfect deployment would be 
no missions,” said U.S. Army Spc. 
Bryan Heaston, 30, of Lusby, Md. 

Nearly every time Heaston, a 
medevac crew chief serving on 
Forward Operating Base Shank, 
climbs into a Black Hawk and fas-
tens his seat belt, he launches know-
ing someone is in pain and may be 
dying.

“We always see the worst days 
for people,” said Heaston. “Some-
times it’s their best days when they 
all come together for a wounded 
friend, but it’s generally the worst 
day of someone’s life.”

Medevac operations are a roller-
coaster of emotions, swinging from 
hours of overwhelming boredom to 
explosions of frenzied activity ev-
ery time the radio crackles “Mede-
vac! Medevac! Medevac!” 

Plastic forks quickly fall to their 
Styrofoam takeout plates. Books 
drop. Boots pound the wooden 
fl oor. Eight bodies are suddenly in 
motion, grabbing cases of medicine 
and weapons as they head out the 
door.

“That’s the worst part of this job,” 
said Heaston, whose C Company, 
3/82 medevac platoon supports 
Task Force Corsair, 82nd Combat 
Aviation Brigade. “It’s the sitting 
around, knowing something might 
happen at any time, but you don’t 
know what it’s going to be or how 
serious.” 

Traffi c screeches to a halt on a 
dusty gravel road, Shank’s main 
thoroughfare, as a ragged line of 
medics and pilots plunge across, 
each seeming to try and outrace the 
other. The quarter-mile sprint con-
tinues over fi st-sized, unstable rocks 
to the airfi eld, then down the long 

runway to an awaiting aircraft. It’s a 
fast-paced, but well-choreographed 
symphony of pre-laid-out vests and 
equipment slapping against bodies. 

The rip-tear of Velcro and jin-
gling buckles on fl ight vests snap-
ping home in rapid succession 
pierce the solitude blanketing the 
helipad, just as the auxiliary pow-
er unit and huge General Electric 
T-700 turbine engines begin their 

ear-piercing screams.
Moments later, 54-feet of ro-

tor blades chop the air, drowning 
out everything except the sound 
of radio calls in the crews’ head-
sets. Amid the adrenaline-driven 
actions, each member of the crew 
runs down an internal checklist, 
mentally and physically preparing 
for what they’re all about to head in 
to. Oftentimes, however, medevac 

crews don’t know.
“That’s the thing that’s interesting 

about this job,” said Heaston. “Once 
you get a POI [point-of-injury] call, 
you have no clue what you’re get-
ting into until you’re there. They’re 
all different. We’ve been all over 
this area of Afghanistan — farmers’ 
fi elds, highways — you name it — 
we’ve been there.”

On an evening quickly fading 

to darkness, FOB Shank medevac 
birds are headed to pick up the vic-
tim of an IED blast near a small 
combat outpost in Wardak prov-
ince. 

In the back of a helicopter being 
tossed seemingly in every direction 
all at once by heavy winds whip-
ping over mountains so close to 

 FORWARD OPERATING BASE 
WOLVERINE, Afghanistan — In order 
to maintain operational readiness, the 25th 
Combat Aviation Brigade ensures that all 
its equipment is serviced within the proper 
guidelines to provide security for the Sol-
diers on the ground.

For Soldiers of D Company, 2nd Battal-
ion, 25th Aviation Regiment, 25th CAB, 
the equipment they service are not com-
puters or vehicles, but UH-60 Black Hawk 
and AH-64 Apache helicopters.

These services are called preventative 
maintenance inspections, or more com-
monly referred to as phase maintenance. 
During phase maintenance, the aircraft is 
systematically broken down into sections 
and each part is inspected for cleanliness 
and condition by the PMI manual.

“Our mission is to fi nd any problems 
with the aircraft, repair them, and push out 
a bird (helicopter) as close to new condi-
tions as possible,” said Sgt. Phillip Dowdy, 
a UH-60 Black Hawk mechanic with D 
Co., 2nd Bn., 25th Avn. Regt., 25th CAB. 
“There is something new to be learned 
each phase. Each individual inspection 
helps us to learn about each part.”

When an aircraft is received for phase 
maintenance, a team of Soldiers begin the 
break down.

“We have 10 UH-60 crew chiefs and 10 
mechanics from our support shop made up 
of avionics, sheet metal, power train and 
power plant technicians,” Dowdy said. 
“We brought some new Soldiers with us, 
fresh from the school house. Each of us has 
gained a lot of experience from the nine 
PMIs completed since arriving here.”

Phase maintenance is based off the 

Best Soldiers for worst days 

Staff Sgt. Erin Gibson, 31, of Covington, Ohio, hooks up IV bags to the roof of a medevac helicopter July 8 as she treats a U.S. soldier injured by an improvised explosive 
device. Gibson is a fl ight medic serving with Task Force Corsair, 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade, on Forward Operating Base Shank, Afghanistan.

PHOTO BY SGT. 1ST CLASS ERIC PAHON

25th CAB maintains battle readiness

Spc. Melinda Yenter, D Co., 2nd Bn., 25th Avn. Regt., 25th CAB, UH-60 Black Hawk crew chief, and a 
native of Salida, Colo., installs the stabalator hinge fi tting on the horizontal stabalator for a UH-60 Black 
Hawk helicopter during a phase maintenance session on Forward Operating Base Wolverine, Afghani-
stan, June 12.

PHOTO BY SPC. ROLAND HALE

SEE READINESS, PAGE B4

By Sgt. 1st Class Eric Pahon
82nd Combat Aviation Brigade

By Sgt. Daniel Schroeder
25th Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs

SEE SOLDIERS, PAGE B4

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WOL-
VERINE, Afghanistan — Two AH-64 
Apache helicopters start up on the fl ight line, 
sounds of a grinder come from a maintenance 
hangar, mine resistant ambush protected ve-
hicles drive down the road on the way to the 
motor pool, and in the Forward Operating 
Base Wolverine tech supply building, the 
faint sounds of paint being mixed together 
and spread on a canvas is heard.

Since February, a few Soldiers of 2nd Bat-
talion, 25th Aviation Regiment, 25th Com-
bat Aviation Brigade have been attending a 
painting class in the tech supply building on 
Sunday afternoons.

CW2 Roger Passie, 151A Aviation Main-
tenance Technician, D Company, 2nd Bn. 
25th Avn. Regt., 25th CAB, originally from 

Waianae, Hawaii, started the class when 
Task Force Diamond Head arrived.

“I had a little bit of free time one day, so I 
broke out my painting materials and started 
to work on my technique. My co-workers 
showed an interest and curiosity in paint-
ing, so I started a class to teach them what 
I know. All my supplies were used up in the 
fi rst class.”

To receive more supplies, Passie sent pic-
tures of the Soldiers’ paintings to the morale, 
welfare, and recreation painting class on 
Schofi eld Barracks, Hawaii.

“We received more than $1,500 in painting 
supplies,” he said. “Some major painters and 
paint business sent supplies after they heard 
about what we have going on out here.”

He received support from Toni Ruiz, Mark 
Brown, Barbara Golden of Golden Artist 
Colors, retired Col. Guy Ballou and award-

Soldiers use painting to 
create new perspective

Second Lt. Cassie Graham, HHC, 2nd Bn., 25th Avn. Regt., 25th CAB, executive offi cer, practices her 
brush strokes and color blending during a painting class on Forward Operating Base Wolverine, Afghani-
stan, June 10.

PHOTO BY SGT. DANIEL SCHROEDER

By  Sgt. Daniel Schroeder
25th Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs

SEE PAINTING PAGE B4

FOB Shank medevac crews save lives day, night
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CUSTOMER SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

YARD & ESTATE SALES

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

DOGS

MISCELLANEOUS PETS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

EMPLOYMENT

INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

MANUFACTURING & OPERATIONS

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

Easy Ways to
Increase Your
Ad’s Results...

1. Use bold type
2. Use an Attractor
3. Start your ad with the item you are selling
or a benefit headline
4. Abbreviate as little as possible
5. Describe your item or job position in detail
6. Include the price of the item you are selling
7. Use white space, large type and graphics
to make your ad stand out and be
visually compelling

HUNTING LEASES AVAILABLE
Plum Creek, the nation’s largest hunting
lease provider, has small and large
hunting properties available for lease.
Begin your next hunting adventure at
www.plumcreekrecreation.com.

I Pay CASH for Diabetic test
strips. Up to $10 per box!
Most brands considered.
All boxes must be unopened

and unexpired.
Call Matt 334-392-0260

GOOD STUFF CONSIGNMENTS
Women-Men-Kids-Maternity-Toys-Baby Stuff- Formals.
Let us sell your almost new stuff for cash.
Bring it to us anytime, any season.

We will tag & price your stuff or you can.
Call 334-677-GOOD "4663" Downtown
679 South Oates St. Dothan. Next to Dothan Glass

†† DIABETIC TEST STRIPS NEEDED ††
I BUY SEALED/UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

STOP GNAT, FLY, & MOSQUITO BITES!
Buy Swamp Gator All Natural
Insect Repellent.

Family Safe-Use head to toe.
Available at The Home Depot

AKC Labrador Puppies . 4 males, 4 females,
Black. Sire: Jet is a Candlewood line dog, Hunt-
ing Trial and hunt tested. Great duck dog!
Dame: Boogs is a yellow female, good retriev-
er, loves the water. She enjoys boat and jet ski
rides as well as swimming with kids. $450.
Contact: Ron Haag 850-572-7303 or
ronald.haag@yahoo.com
AKC male Sheltie puppy for sale for $400 to lov-
ing home! Born and Raised in our home.
Dewclaws removed - Shots UTD. (334) 718-6840
or tcups_al@yahoo.com He Loves Kisses!

AKC Reg. German Shorthair Pointer Puppies:
Good bloodlines! 6/M & 3/F, S&W, 5 wks old,
black, wht w/liver spots, wht w/black spots.

$350. Call 334-790-3786

! Big PUPPIES SALE! !
Chorkies $125,Chinese Crested/Chihuahua
$175; Also Malti-Poos $275, Taking Deposits
onYorkie-Poos $350; Hairless Puppies, $250,

r 334-718-4886 q

Blue Razor Edge Puppies, ADBA Certified
Award winning Stud. Razor’s Edge, Mom,
Razor’s Edge - On site. All puppies

de-wormed and up to date on shots. $200 ea.
334-479-5502 Ask For Tony

CKC Pomeranian Puppies: Ready in 2 weeks!
2-brown, 3-white, S&W, Vet Checked.
3/M $400. Ea. 2/F $475. Ea. Deposit $150.

Call 334-445-0982
Free Rescued Dogs for VERY Loving Homes,

Labs, Brindle Lab Puppy, Pitt Bulls ,
Dachsund, Chow Mixes, Other Breeds too.
DOTHAN. All Shots 334-791-7312

Free To Approved Homes: I have 4 fun, sweet
Large Lab Mix puppies - S/W - 6 months old.
2 short hair, 2 medium, 3 girls and 1 Big Boy.
Must have a fenced yard & a big heart!!

Dothan/Webb Alabama area.
Call 334-699-3496 after 5 P.M. for info/pics

Now Available! Beautiful, AKC basset hound
puppies for sale, $400. Champion Bloodline!
Current shots, dewormed, 3M / 2F. For more in-
fo and photos go to www.blountsbamabassets.
doodlekit.com or call 334-797-6063.

û AKC male Boxer puppy and hand fed
blue & gold Macaws 334-303-0662

DILLARD FARMS - Pansey, AL
Hwy 84 East, to Gordon, Right on C.R. 81,

6.5 Miles On Left!

Specializing in Peas &
Butterbeans.

We also have Tomatoes
Delivery Upon Request To Some Areas.
FARM FRESH ∂ HOME GROWN
334-726-1989

FRESH
GREEN
PEANUTS
850-209-3322 or

850-573-6594 850-352-2199
r 4128 Hwy 231

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

HOME GROWN TOMATOES!
Shelled Peas & Butterbeans!

Fresh Squash, Cucumbers
And Other Fresh Vegetables!!
All Farm Fresh!
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

Large rolls of Hay for Sale
Bahia & Coastal

Daytime 334-585-3039 ,
after 5pm & weekends 585-5418

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS NOW ACCEPTING

APPLICATIONS FOR THE
POSITION OF:

Heavy Equipment Operator II:
Responsible for operating heavy

equipment in public works dept. Operates
backhoe, excavator, bulldozer, front-end
loader and earthmover. Drives dump truck
and fuel truck. Performs equipment
maintenance including safety and
maintenance inspection. Performs

manual labor as assigned.

Starting Salary: $11.41/Hour

OPENING DATE:
July 17, 2012
CLOSING DATE:

To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

THE ENTERPRISE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC.
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE FULL TIME POSITION OF

TOURISM DIRECTOR
The Director oversees all tourism programs and tourism efforts of the Chamber.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
∂ Budget management ∂ Annual reporting to City
∂ Recruitment of conventions, meetings and events

∂ Marketing Enterprise as a destination ∂ Assist visitors
∂Work to keep occupancy rates high and encourage growth

REQUIREMENTS INCLUDE:
Must live within or be willing to relocate to the Enterprise area. Must be able and available to
travel and possess a valid drivers license and dependable insured transportation. Must have
a verifiable minimum of a bachelor’s degree in Business, Marketing, Communications or
other related field or equivalent. Experience in the Travel Industry, Tourism Industry and/or
Lodging Industry is desired. Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications. Paid

vacation, sick leave, holidays, 401(k) and health insurance provided.

Application available at the Chamber office or from
www.enterprisealabama.com

Return completed application and resume to:
ENTERPRISE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC.
P.O. BOX 310577, ENTERPRISE, AL 36331-0577

Do not email applications and/or resume.
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: JULY 31, 2012. EOE

IS NOW
HIRING

50 CUSTOMER SERVICE
ASSOCIATES

11:00am-8:00pm, 12:00pm-9:00pm, or 1:00pm-10:00pm
Competitive Pay & Benefits Package

MustType 30 wpm
Background Check & Drug Screen Required

Visit www.vantagesourcing.com to apply or for job
description and additional position requirements.

328 Ross Clark Circle • Dothan, AL 36303
Apply in Person • Mon-Fri 9am-3pm

Georgia Poultry Equipment Company, is
seeking an individual with extensive
knowledge of the Parts & Equipment
found in modern poultry houses to join
our team in Chancellor, AL as a

PART TIME COUNTER SALES REP

Only applicants with good parts
knowledge will be considered.

Visit our Chancellor store to apply:
Georgia Poultry Equipment Co.
7940 Country Road 636
Chancellor, AL 36316
(347) 347-7579

OR APPLY ONLINE AT:
www.hogslat.com

Get a Quality
Education for a New
Career! Programs
offered in Trades,
Healthcare and More!
Call Fortis College

Today! 888-202-4813 or visit
www.fortiscollege.edu. For consumer
information visit www.fortis.edu

BOAT REPAIR

APPLIANCE REPAIR

AC & HEATING

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR

FENCING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

Rhino Boats

Joe’s Motor Service
Hwy 52 E • Hartford, AL 36344

334-588-2968

Appliance Repair

Appliance Repair

712-9999 • 347-0000

Bell’s Wiregrass

All
Brands

Same Day Service • Factory Trained Tech. • 29 Years Experience

Dothan Enterprise

Landscape IrrigationExperts
Specialists in Lawn Sprinkler Systems

& Landscape Upgrades

1-888-569-9600
www.landscapeexpertsal.com

Critter Sitter

Quality In-Home Pet Sitting Service

Call (334) 598-6776
crittersitterbytujea.com • jscrittersitter@aol.com

Wiregrass FenceWiregrass Fence
Chain, Wood &Vinyl • Residential • CommercialChain, Wood &Vinyl • Residential • Commercial

347-0000
25 Years Exp

Cell

494-0622
or

Delight Cleaning ServiCe

Licensed & Insured

• Home • Church • Commercial
Best service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

Alien Quadrology - Alien, Aliens, Alien 3, Alien
Resurrection. Exc. condition. $15, 334-498-0447
Antique candle holders (2) $25 each
334-671-0070 Mornings
Bed Frame - Queen bed frame, like new, $30,
334-498-0477
Chain Link Fence: 115ft with gate. $45. Call 334-
742-3458
Chest of Drawers, 4 drawer, Solid Wood; Very
Nice $150 334-671-0070 Mornings
China Cabinet, Walnut, $100; 334-313-7797
China Precious Moments 8 place setting (make
a joyful noise) $150. 334-393-1432. mint cond.
Coffee table & 2 side table set, Solid Dark Oak
wood, Very Nice $250 334-671-0070 Mornings
Complete HP Desktop Computer: $150. TV: 19’’
$20. Call 334-313-7797
Computer Desk: 2 pieces, simulated oak finish-
ed. $80. Call 334-347-3266
Computer monitor , 22" Samsung SynMaster
2232BW Great for gaming! $75, 334-498-0477
Creeper - Black Jack Creeper, New, in box, 250
pound limit, $20, 334-498-0477
Dining Room Chairs , (6), Mahogany, Beautiful
design, exc. cond. $375 obo 334-655-2727
Dining Table , Mahogany, Duncan Fyfe, 46"X7
1/3’ w/leaf, 2 pedistals $400 obo 334-655-2727
Dining Table w/4 Chairs , Dark Brown, Solid
Wood, Very Nice $250 334-671-0070 Mornings
Dishware: Mikasa FG001 Berry Vale, serves 8
plus extra dishwasher safe $75. 334-393-1432
Dryer Cord: Whirlpool. New, 4-prong, 6-foot.
$30. 334-498-0477
Floor Scrubber - Windsor Storm 17" rotary floor
machine. Works great! Call 334-447-1701. $200
Impact Driver: 3/8" lithium-ion driver drill, LI-
ION impact driver, numerous bits, quick charg-
er and carrying case. $150. 334-498-0477
Kenwood China: 20 peices Meito, beautiful $30.
Call 334-393-1432
Western Horse Saddle: $100. Call 334-894-2134

Kirby: G6 2001 LTDED attachments, shampooer,
bags. Exc. Cond. $250. 334-718-6698 lv mess.
Monitor - HP 17" LCD Monitor, Good condition.
$40, 334-498-0477
Monitor - HP 17" LCD Monitor, Good condition.
$40, 334-498-0477
Neon Genesis Evangelion: Perfect Collection,
8-disc, collectible. $40. 334-498-0477
Neon Genesis Evangelion Platinum Coll. -Death
& Rebirth, End of Evangelion, $30, 334-498-0477
Nesco 18-Qt oven - Slow cook/bake/steam.
$35, Call 334-498-0477
Official Nintendo player’s guide: The Legend of
Zelda Ocarina of Time. $20. 334-498-0447
Pipe fitting tools - 12", 2 -14" & 2- 18" Rigid pipe
wrenches, 8 pc set Craftsman combin. wrench-
es & two Cres. wrenches. $250, 334-498-0477
Recliner , Light Brown, Very Beautiful $250
334-671-0070 Mornings
Remington parafin spa: $15. For hands and
feet. Call 334-498-0477
Remington parafin spa - For hands and feet,
$15, call 334-498-0477
Sawzall: Milwaukee 28 V, cordless lithiumion
recip saw. Charger & case. $175. 334-498-0477
Shotgun, Winchester 12 Guage pump model
ranger ’88-’89 hardly used $200 firm 677-7334
Star Wars Clone Wars Vol 1 and 2. Excellent
condition. $10. 334-498-0477
Star Wars Knights of the Republic series ,
Volumes 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6. $30. 334-498-0447
Star Wars Trilogy - bonus disc, $30, 334-498-
0477
Star Wars Vector Vol 3 & 6. Excellent condition.
$10. 334-498-0477
Sumurai 7 , the Complete Series: 4-disc set. Exc
condition. $15. 334-498-0477
Washing Machine $125. Ea. Dryer $125. Ea.
Kenmoore, Whirlpool, Roper. Call 334-347-7576
Wedding Gown , Beautiful White Contessa
Couture sz.8, strapless, $200 firm 677-7334
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RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
HOMES FOR SALE

HOMES WITH ACREAGE

WATERFRONT

RECREATION
ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

BOATS

BOATS

TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

DOTHAN EAGLE

The ENTERPRISE LEDGER • ARMY FLIER
JACKSON COUNTY FLORIDAN

OPELIKA-AUBURNNEWS

THEDOTHAN PROGRESS
THE EUFAULA TRIBUNE

CCaallll aa CCllaassssiiffiieedd SSaalleess RReepprreesseennttaattiivvee
ffoorr EEmmppllooyymmeenntt AAddvveerrttiissiinngg,, PPeettss,,
AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss,, TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn,,

FFaarrmm && GGaarrddeenn,, RReeccrreeaattiioonn,,
RReeaall EEssttaattee && MMeerrcchhaannddiissee
aatt 770022--66006600 oorr ((880000))777799--22555577

ttoo ppllaaccee yyoouurr aadd iinn

Camelot Apartments For Rent in Enterprise
1BR/2BR Apartments - $300/$350 mo. + $300
Dep. pool & laundry on premises, Approved
Credit Needed. Small dogs OK with pet fee.

Call 334-347-0604

RAYMOND PLACE APARTMENTS - Updated 3
Bed - 1 Bath apartments, $535. Great location
on the Circle in Enterprise. Other units starting
at $495. Move-in specials. 334-598-4433.

Enterprise Home for Rent - 4 BR, 2.5 bath, up-
dated, 3/4 acre in subdiv. garage, sunroom, 3
BR upstairs, master down. frig, lawn and pest
included. Lake access for fishing/boating.
$1,500 per month, avail. now. Call 334-347-1527
or sunrise3522@aol.com for info/photos.

101 Georgetown Ave., Enter-
prise - 5 bedroom, 3 bath
home in Williamsburg subdi-
vision. $258,900; for more in-
fo 334-701-9170 334-475-3964
Email: georgetown101@hot
mail.com - Also see link:

http://georgetownave.shutterfly.com

3/2 HUD HOME over
2200SF. $100 Down!
300 Navaho St,
Enterprise

Dana Smith, REALTOR
Millenia Alabama, REALTORS r 334-406-3362

509 Edinburgh Way
Beautiful home in Highlands with view of
golf course and lake. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
huge great room with trey ceiling, separate
dining room, great eat-in kitchen, hard-
wood floors, gas fireplace, rocking chair
front porch and screened back porch.
Fenced yard, professional landscaping,

sprinkler & security systems.
2 car garage. $235,000.

Call Jim Whittum 334-791-7510

Enterprise Home for Sale -
Don’t miss out on this rare
find in sought after
Bridlewood Farms IV. Immac.
3 yr old home w/4 bed 3
baths, oversized garage is sit-
uated on 1.36 acre private

lot. Full brick/stone exterior to include detach-
ed guest/pool house w/central heat A/C and
private bath. The 18x36 salt water pool, large
fire pit and 5 person hot tub are perfect for en-
tertaining guests. Popular open concept floor
plan features LR w/gas fireplace, trey ceiling
distressed teak flooring. MBR has jetted tub,
sep shower w/dual shower heads, double vani-
ty, amazing custom closet. Kitchen has gran-
ite, Prof. Series stainless appliances, walk-in
pantry. Home security system and sprinkler
system too! $349,800, Adjacent 1.49 acre lot
available for additional $42,000 Call now to
schedule appt. (931)302-2205 - Wendy Carbone

Home For Sale
In Newville
City Limits

Fixer Upper home located in the City of
Newville. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, Living room
(could be used as 3rd bedroom), Dining
room, Den, Inside Laundry, Pantry, Large
wrap around front porch, Outside storage
with electricity, 1 acre lot perfect for
gardening. Four inch well, plus city water.
Central heat and air.

Asking price: $48,000
For information please call:
334-209-0667 or 205-908-4002.

3BR/2BA 103 Stoneridge Rd.
Enterprise Schools, large yard, recently
upgraded and quiet subdivision.

Priced to sell $126,500. Call 334-447-1223
Another house in Fairfield Sub for the same price.

4BR/3BA 2-Story Built
Custom Brick Home
393 N. Dalton on 9.2 Ac.
2900SF, pecans & fruit

trees, 9ft & 10ft ceiling, pole barn, 2-car ga-
rage. All appl., $310,000. Call 334-798-3603

For Sale Or Rent , Brick Home with 29 Acres
3/2 Between Chattachoochee and Bainbridge,
Security System, Dish TV, Electric hookup for
Camper, For Rent $1200/mo or Sale $215,900

850-509-1486

Waterfront lot on Merrit’s Mill Pond
near Blue Springs in exclusive Spring Chase

neighborhood. 1.47AC. Marianna.
$119,000. Call 850-386-6476

FIREFOX 620 GoCart , 2 seat, good condition,
$850 OBO 850-482-3247

Polaris ’10 Ranger 800 Crew ATV,
Has Front and Back Seat. Camouflage,
One-Owner, 275 hours, Service Maintained
Has Poly windshield, Ranger Rooftop,
Good Condition $10,500 334-355-1426

1988 Procraft Fiberglass Boat, 19½ ft. with 1996
150 hp mercury engine & trailer, $3900 OBO
850-482-3247

Bass Tracker , Pro 17, 50hp Mariner, trailer,
good running condition, $1750 OBO 850-718-
6033/592-2634

Boat - 97 Ranger R80 Sport Bass Boat; Red and
Silver, 18’. Mercury 150 X R6 that runs great,
lots of gadgets, custom boat and outboard cov-
er, custom matched trailer, brand new trailer
tires, stainless steal prop, dual onboard battery
charger. More pics are available. $10,000.
Make an offer, serious inquiries only. 334-432-
3588

Boggy Creek 2007 Skiff - 16 ft; Honda 50 hp 4-
stroke; 56 hours on motor & boat; 383 GPS
depth finder; electric motor; built-in tackle box;
bimini top; aluminum trailer w/spare. $10,500,
Contact Phone 334-774-3474 or 334-791-1074

FACTORY DIRECT

Packages From

$4,995
All Welded

All Aluminum Boats

www.xtremeindustries.com

850-547-9500 Bonifay, FL
Suntracker 2010 Pontoon -21’ Fishing Barge,
60HP Mercury Big Foot, Motor Guide Remote
trolling motor, Suntracker Cover, On board
chargers, Exc. Condition. $17,500, 334-794-5537

2003 MAZDA MIATA - Red 5-Speed convertible
68,000 miles great gas mileage, fun car, $7,500,
334-405-7402 anytime

BMW ’08 335XI:
All wheel drive, sport pack-
age, 18" wheels 3.0 liter
Inline 6 twin turbo, 6 spd.
manual. Black, tan leather.

$32,000 obo. Call 320-249-6194

ü DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE? GOT BAD CREDIT? ü
$0 Down/1st Payment, Tax, Tag & Title
Repos, Slow Credit, Past Bankruptcy OK!
Push, Pull or Drag, Will Trade Anything!

First Payment 30 Days Out!
RIDE TODAY! Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550

Ford 03’ Thunderbird , Baby Blue, hard top con-
vertible, AM/FM CD, all electric, air bags, road
side assistance, excellent cond. $18,500 850-
482-8684/305-495-6059

Ford ’07 Focus SE, 2 door
hatchback, 36,000 miles,
automatic, clean, cold
air, wholsale, $6995. Call:
334-790-7959.

Honda 2006 Odyssey Van - Silver ext., gray int.;
101,000 mi; 6 cyl, tires less than one yr old,
power doors, locks & windows, cruise control,
A/C, anti-lock brakes, DVD w/2 wireless head-
sets, dual front airbags, rear defrost, rear wip-
er, steering wheel controls, tinted windows,
traction/stability control, 3rd row seat, excel-
lent condition. $12,500; 334-805-0719

Lexus ’05 ES330 1-owner, low mileage,
great condition, white in color, 4-door, moon
roof $15,000. 334-797-2888.

Mercury ’06 Grand
Marquis GS , Excellent
Condition, 84,711 mi.,
LOADED, All Power,
Champaign in color.

$8500 334-588-2125

Nissan ’03 350-Z, original
owner, 36K miles,
excellent condition,
maintenance records,
287 HP 3.5l aluminum v6,

6-speed manual transmission, nose bra, Gray in
color, cloth interior, all power, LOADED $16,000

334-393-2773

Toyota ’06 Solara SLE ,
70K mi, Leather, Sunroof,
6-disc JBL Audio, Loaded,
Excellent Condition, Asking
$13,800 OBO. 334-726-2854.

Toyota ’08 Hybrid 41K miles, 1-owner, blue in
color, blue tooth, cloth interior, Like New!
$17,000. 334-793-0518.

Toyota 2005 Camry - White edition, with
109,000 miles. The vehicle is in very good con-
dition and is listed below the Kelly Blue Book
Value. Please call or text 205-602-8807 or 205-
394-5326. $8,500

r Harley Davidson ’08 Soft Tail Custom
black in color 4,800 mi. Vances & Hines Pro
pipe, High Performance filters, new battery,
lowering kit, 4-helments, Racing Tuner
asking r $11,000. 334-701-6968.

Troy area. 1-owner

Chevrolet ’07 Tahoe: Fabulous deal on the ulti-
mate SUV! Burgandy red with tan leather inte-
rior, Captains seats second row, 3rd row seat-
ing, Bose sound w/ MP3 adapter, rubber floor
mats. One owner. 117,000 miles. Has never had
any mechanical issues, runs like a dream!
$17,800. 703-895-8110 or 334-406-3046. Can be
seen at the Ft. Rucker Lemon Lot.

Toyota, ’11 Venza ,
One owner, Excellent
Condition,Silver Metallic,
push button start,

4-cylinder, 6-speed, side air bags, 19" alloy
wheels, 15K Miles, $24,000 334-984-0080

CaseIH 70 XT Loader
79hp, 448 hours, reg.
bucket and grapple
bucket. Must see to

appreciate the condition.
$19,500.00 Call 334-894-2315

Chevrolet ’06 Z71 Silverado: Silver, fully Loaded
with leather and power everything, 81k miles.
Everything in Great Shape! $19,000. OBO. Call
334-798-3352

Dodge ’02 Ram 1500 4-wheel drive, quad cab,
P/U with 4.7 liter engine, cold air, chrome run-
ning boards, chrome rims, chrome tool box,
tow package . 160K mile Excellent condition.

$6500. OBO Call anytime.
r 334-790-6832. or 334-693-5053 q

Ford ’06 F-15 0, FX4
Super Crew, 4-doors, 66k
Miles, Leather, 6-disc CD,
Nerf Bars, Silver in color,
20" Rims $20,000 OBO

334-897-0582

VOLVO 2007 670 . RED,
625,000 MILES. VERY CLEAN.
ASKING $32,000. SERIOUS
INQUIRIES ONLY.
CONTACT 850-819-6718 or
BIGDADDYRABBIT69@YAHOO.COM

Plymouth ’99 Grand Voy-
ager SE Van, 3rd seat,
88,000 miles, excellent,
cold air, $4395.Call:
334-790-7959.

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$325 & s Complete Cars
CALL 334-702-4323 OR 334-714-6285

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

WE PAY Ca$H

FOR JUNK CARS!!!!!!

Call 334-818-1274



winning painter Hugh Graeer.
Because of the temperature and availability of resources 

around them, the class uses acrylic paint because it is fast 
drying and can be diluted with water. After the paint dries, 
it becomes water resistant. Passie instructs the Soldiers on 
the importance of brush strokes, color mixing, and analyzing 
shapes in the subject.

Since the start of the class, four Soldiers have continued 

to take part in the relaxed, intriguing environment the class 
offers. Also, two contracted chefs from the FOB Wolverine 
Dining Facility have participated.

“This is a great class; I really like it,” said Spc. Marialynn 
Manibusan, an automated logistics specialist with D Com-
pany, 2nd Bn. 25th Avn. Regt., 25th CAB, also a native of 
Waipahu, Hawaii. “It is very relaxing. It takes away from the 
daily stresses of being deployed.”

After observing the improvement two Soldiers have shown 
throughout the class, Passie entered Spc. Desiree Jordan and 

Spc. Gheryme Reed in the novice category of the Army art 
competition.

“I would love for the Soldiers to get recognized from this 
competition. I think this is a boost of morale here; they love 
what they are doing in this class,” Passie said.

Passie teaches the Soldiers to try and analyze the shapes 
they can associate in the subjects they are painting. Just like 
the way Passie teaches his painting class, sometimes dealing 
with the diffi culties of deployment is as simple as taking a 
step back to gain a different perspective.
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Readiness: Maintenance crews strive for ‘clean’ performance
Continued from Page B1

Soldiers: Time precious during medevac missions
Continued from Page B1

THREE GREAT BRANDS... ONE GREAT OFFER!
Mike Schmitz Automotive Grouo is proud to announce our
exclusive new Lifetime Warranty on our
pre-owned cars. That’s right, at Mazda of
Dothan, Hyundai of Dothan and Mercedes-
Benz of Dothan, you can be assured that we
will stand by the quality and service of your
pre-owned car purchase for as long as you
own the car. You won’t find this guarantee
anywhere else, so shop here first. Mike
Schmitz Automotive Group—Home of the Lifetime Guarantee!

VISIT US TODAY:
www.MercedesofDothan.com
www.HyundaiofDothan.com
www.MazdaofDothan.com

*Certain restrictions apply. See dealer for complete details.

the bird it seems like you could touch them, 
U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Erin Gibson, 31, a fl ight 
medic, sets up monitors and IV bags, ready-
ing herself for whatever may come her way.

“You kind of just hope for the best and pre-
pare for the worst,” said Gibson, of Coving-
ton, Ohio. “If it’s somebody who has uncon-
trolled bleeding, I try to get all my bandages 
and stuff together and get IVs hung, just in 
case they haven’t gotten any yet. I just try to 
mentally prepare like that.”

In the near-darkness, mountaintops fl y by. 
Medevac pilots push their aircraft harder than 
the usual UH-60 Black Hawk cruises. Every 
moment that elapses between them and their 
injured comrade takes with it the precious gift 
of time.

“You are literally racing for someone’s 
life,” said U.S. Army 1st Lt. June Ciarami-
taro, 26, of Fort Worth, Texas. “On an urgent 
medevac, you’re going to pull as much as you 

can. Usually you’ll go in to a 30-minute TGT 
[tubine gas temperature] limit, so the engine 
can only be at a certain temperature for 30 
minutes. We go as fast as we can to get there, 
then based on what the medic’s analysis is, 
we’ll still pull as much as we can to get back 
if we need to.”

As the bird touches down on a small land-
ing area, four U.S. Soldiers crouch under the 
whirling blades, each bearing a corner of the 
stretcher carrying their fallen brother. A mas-
sive man lies on it covered in blankets and 
bandages, his arms interlaced across his ab-
domen; his wrists are secured together with a 
green U.S. Army issue sock.

“He had a head injury,” said Gibson, “so 
they tied his hands together so they wouldn’t 
be fl opping around or fl ailing, trying to hit 
people.”

Gibson goes to work. The inside of the 
helicopter is now pitch black, except for the 
faint glow of the bird’s instrument panel. 
The fl ashlight on Gibson’s head bounds back 

and forth across the cabin, which is tightly-
packed with medical equipment of all kinds. 
A glimpse of her gloves feeling the Soldier’s 
chest. A fl ash on an IV bag. A small glimpse 
of a heavily bandaged face as she leans in to 
reassure her patient. Tousled strands of Gib-
son’s blonde hair glow in the white light of 
her headlamp; blue eyes gauge the wounded 
Soldier’s reactions just a few inches from his 
face. 

“I just hope by leaning over his ear and 
telling him what I’m doing he’ll understand,” 
said Gibson. “He might not like what I’m do-
ing, and it might not feel good, but it’s for his 
benefi t, to make him feel better.”

He’s wounded in multiple places. Gibson 
doesn’t know the extent of the horror that had 
recently unfolded to land this Soldier in her 
helicopter as she frantically works to start an 
IV and assess which wounds to begin treat-
ing fi rst. Her patient is the only survivor of an 
IED blast that killed the other six passengers 
of the mine-resistant, ambush-protected ve-

hicle he was riding in. For now, the only thing 
that matters is the patient in front of her.

“The only thing on my mind is I have to 
do what it takes to make him feel better, and I 
can’t let myself get side-tracked or start think-
ing about other things,” said Gibson. “You 
kind of have to put the blinders on and stay 
mission-focused. You can’t let that other stuff 
bother you, or it affects what you’re doing for 
the patient.”

As the helicopter vibrates, rattles, and 
sways under a buffeting of heavy winds, Gib-
son tries to start an IV in the Soldier’s hand 
— the only place he’s not injured. Even with 
hands that have done this many times before, 
she can’t get what she needs. She moves to 
his leg, and affi xes a needle to what looks like 
a little, black handheld drill. She pulls back 
the space blanket covering the Soldier, ex-
amines his femur for a moment, then presses 
down. She’s starting an intraosseous infusion, 
drilling straight into the bone to deliver fl uids 
through the marrow. 

amount of fl ight hours the aircraft 
has since the time it was built or 
after its last phase maintenance 
session. Two time periods are 
used for the PMIs conducted for 
UH-60s; the fi rst is at 360 fl ight 
hours and usually lasts for seven 
days. The second is at 720 fl ight 
hours and lasts for roughly 14 
days due to the extensive tear 
down and inspection. During the 
deployment rotation, the phase 
teams will continue to perform 
PMI 1 and 2 until it is the aircraft’s 
time to be shipped back to the 

states. Once back in the states, 
the aircraft will undergo a reset 
where it will receive a complete 
overhaul.

During a PMI 1, panels are re-
moved from the aircraft, a fuel 
integrity test is performed, basic 
inspections of the aircraft are con-
ducted, it is washed, and a rig test 
is used to verify the measurement 
of the blade angle. When a PMI 
2 is under way, both engines, oil 
cooler, drive shafts, and auxiliary 
power units are removed from 
the aircraft. Air is run through the 
fuel lines to help check for leaks. 
Also removed are the main rotor 

head and main mast seal.
“We note the defi ciencies when 

we come across them in our in-
spections,” said CW4 William 
Rector, the production control 
offi cer-in-charge for D Co., 2nd 
Bn., 25th Avn. Regt., 25th CAB, 
originally from Austin, Texas. 
“Of those defi ciencies, we re-
move, repair and replace anything 
we can down to the smallest nut 
and bolt, rivets, and cracks in the 
airframe. Every inch of the rotor 
blades are inspected. During the 
PMI 2, we conduct a full serial 
number verifi cation to match up 
all the components on the check-

list.”
In the past nine years, the UH-

60s have gone from receiving 
phase maintenance once every 
500 fl ight hours to 360-fl ight-
hour-interval inspections. Before 
the aircraft goes in for phase, two 
120-fl ight-hour inspections are 
conducted by the line companies. 
With the increase of inspections 
and phases, the UH-60s started to 
use the Integrated Vehicle Health 
Maintenance System to better 
determine a components time be-
fore overhaul.

According to Rector, parts will 
be replaced based on what the 

actual condition is and not his-
torical life. This system results 
in condition based maintenance. 
An onboard system monitors the 
health of individual components 
based on vibrations in order to 
catch the failure before a cata-
strophic failure.

“Each time we perform a 
phase, we challenge ourselves to 
see how clean we can get the air-
craft,” Dowdy said. “It is a great 
feeling to watch the helicopter fl y 
on a test fl ight and return safely 
with no issues which lets us 
know we gave the line companies 
a good product.”

Painting: Instructor urges Soldiers to enter competitions
Continued from Page B1
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While a lesson in polymers was under 
way Fort Rucker youth mixed glue and 
food-coloring in order to create a Silly 
Putty-like concoction at the Gains in the 
Education of Mathematics and Science 
laboratory July 12. 

GEMS features a summer-camp-like 
environment, said Catherine Davis, the 
public affairs specialist of the U.S. Army 
Aeromedical Research Laboratory, add-
ing that the lessons are helpful for men-
tal development because the children can 
see what they are learning.  The class this 
week was July 9-13 for 12- and 13-year-
old students. 

This is the second year for GEMS, but 
the fi rst year for the intermediate program 
for seventh and eighth grade students.  
The program strengthens students’ grasps 
on science and math in hands-on activi-
ties. 

Chloe Wyatt, a returning participant, 
said she really liked the lessons this year 
because they added biology and chemis-
try. “My favorite [lesson] was the wheat 
germ that we took out of the DNA. That 
was really neat.”

GEMS is especially helpful to those 
students who may be struggling with sci-
ence.  “It shows them that science can be 
fun. It’s not all reading a book and lec-
tures. It shows them what they are read-
ing and how to apply it,” said Sarah Thiel, 
the lead resource teacher. 

“They have the best time and don’t 
even realize that they are learning some-
thing. Its super-fun learning,” she said. 

Each of the fi ve groups consists of four 
students who get one-on-one attention by 
a mentor, a college student who oversees 
each experiment. This ensures that each 
student can ask questions to fully grasp 
the lessons, Thiel said.

“One parent told me that their child has 
learned and retained more here at GEMS 
than they had all year at school,” she 
said.

The children who participated in last 
year’s program and returned this year are 
the standout students, she said. “They take 
the lead in their groups to help the others 
who may be shy or more reserved.” 

Collin Robinson enjoyed learning how 
to make root beer and cheese. 

“It wasn’t the tastiest cheese I’ve had,” 
he said, “but it was really awesome to 
learn how to make it. Who can say they 
know how to make cheese?”

During lunchtime theatre, the mentors 

pick topics to discuss with the children, 
such as what they are studying in school, 
a hobby, or what the children want to be 
when they get older. 

“Speaking in front of each other and 
adults is something they can take away 
from GEMS and apply it once school 
starts,” said Jessica Cumbee lead mentor, 
and chemistry major at Georgia College. 
“The hands-on techniques are key to 
them learning here and getting interested 
in science.” 

The children learn team building, self 
confi dence and participate in ice-breaker 

conversations. They become more inde-
pendent and even dabble in public speak-
ing. 

“I always teach them how to do a prop-
er handshake,” Thiel said. 

Ryan Nagy said, “I love it. It’s the most 
fun I have had all summer, and I’ve been 
to other summer camps. I defi nitely want 
to come back next year.”

The lead resource teacher said she is 
thrilled the children enjoy the program.

“I know this program is making a dif-
ference in their grades and confi dence 
in school. It’s very rewarding. We want 

to do a third and fourth grade group, so 
that way we will have three age groups. 
That’s my hope for next year.”

The students take home all of their 
projects as well as receive awards at the 
end of the week. 

“It’s so benefi cial to the students,” 
Thiel said. “I love this program. Not only 
are they learning, but they are having fun, 
and building relationships and making 
new friends.” 

To learn more about the GEMS program 
visit: http://www.usaeop.com/programs/
gems/usaarl.htm.

Nathan Pool, 13, mixes a single molecule polymer for class. 

Program brings science to life for youth 
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

PreciousGEMSGEMS
Students engage in a hands-on experiment at USAARL’s GEMS program July 12.

PHOTOS BY CONNOR WOLANSKI
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Newcomer’s 
Welcome

Army Community Service 
hosts a Newcomers Wel-
come the third Friday of each 
month from 8:30–10:30 a.m. 
at The Landing. Active duty 
military, spouses, foreign 
students, Department of the 
Army civilians and Family 
Members are all encouraged 
to attend. A free light break-
fast and coffee is served. 
For free childcare, parents 
should register children at 
the child development cen-
ter by calling 255-3564. 
Reservations must be made 
24 hours prior to the New-
comer’s Welcome. 

For more, call 255-3161 
or 255-2887. 

AFTB Level III
Army Community Ser-

vice offers its Army Fam-
ily Team Building Level 
III training Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. in the Soldier 
Service Center, Rm. 371F. 
Classes include: commu-
nication skills for leaders, 
leadership styles, building 
cohesive teams, managing 
group confl ict and more. 
Advance registration is re-
quired. 

For registration and 
childcare information, call 
255-2382.

Children’s craft 
making

The Center Library hosts 
a craft making activity for 
children ages 3-11 Tuesday 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Space 
is limited to the fi rst 65 chil-
dren to register. Light re-
freshments will be served. 

For more information or 
to register, stop by or call the 
library at 255-3885.

‘Mind Candy’
Illusionist and hypnotist 

Wayne Hoffman performs 
“Mind Candy” July 27 at 7 
p.m. and 9:30 p.m. at The 
Landing. According to Hoff-
man, the audience doesn’t 
just watch the show, it be-
comes part of it. People may 
fi nd themselves selected to 
take part in mind-blowing 
experiments and demonstra-
tions. With a presentation that 
combines mind-reading and 
visual illusions, people may 
leave the show questioning 
their senses. Tickets for the 
evening performances will 
be available at The Landing 
Zone for $10 in advance or 
$15 at the door. Special VIP 
tables are available for $150, 
which include 10 tickets and 
reserved seating. The event 
is open to the public and for 
ages 18 and older. 

For more, call 255-9810 
or 598-8025.

Becoming a Love 
and Logic Parent 
Workshop

Army Community Ser-
vice’s Family Advocacy 
Program holds its “Becom-
ing a Love and Logic Par-
ent” classes each Thursday 
from Aug. 2 to Sept. 20 from 
9-11a.m. at the Early Child-
hood Activity Center in 
Bldg. 3705 on Dean Street. 
Topics include, raising re-
sponsible children, instilling 
values, problem solving and 
using natural consequences 
as a discipline technique. 
This workshop is a seven-
part series and participants 
must attend all of the classes 
to receive a certifi cate of 

completion. The workshop 
is open to active duty and 
retired military, Department 
of Defense employees and 
their Family members. The 
workshop will not meet on 
holidays. 

For child care informa-
tion and registration, call 
255-9641. 

EDGE! August ac-
tivities

Child, youth and school 
services offers EDGE! 
classes again in August. 
Activities include tubing at 
Lake Tholocco, cooking ac-
tivities, rock climbing at the 
Fortenberry-Colton Physical 
Fitness Facility, sewing sum-
mer tops and dresses, beach 
volleyball and paddle ball. 

For more, call 255-0666.

Financial 
Readiness Training

Army Community Service 
offers Financial Readiness 
Training Aug. 3 from 7:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Soldier 
Service Center in Rm. 284. 
This free training provides 
a practical approach to per-
sonal fi nancial management 
so Soldiers can gain control 
of and manage money ef-
fectively. Financial Readi-
ness Training is required for 
all fi rst-term junior enlisted 
Soldiers. Spouses are also 
welcome to attend. 

For more, call 255-2594 
or 255-9631.

Steak Night
Starting Aug. 3, every Fri-

day at 5 p.m. is Steak Night 
at The Landing Zone. The 
special features an 8-oz. Flat 
Iron Steak with fries for $5 
with the purchase of a bev-
erage. Diners can add a side 
salad for an additional $1 and 
other sides are also available 
for purchase. This special is 
limited to the fi rst 100 guests 
per night, is available for 
dine in only and is limited 
to one per guest. The offer 
is not valid with any other 
coupons or promotions.  For 
more, call 598-2426.

Taco Tuesday
Starting Aug. 7, every 

Tuesday at 5 p.m. is Taco 
Tuesday at The Landing 
Zone. The special features 
$1 tacos (beef or chicken 
with shredded lettuce, to-
matoes, cheese and sour 
cream). Diners can add a 
side of guacamole for 50 
cents or make it a meal by 
adding black beans and 
rice for $1.95, or chips and 
queso for $2. This offer 
is valid with purchase of 
a beverage and cannot be 
combined with other dis-
counts or coupons. 

For more, call 
598-2426.

ACS Family 
Bowling Night

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts a Family Bowl-
ing Night for all active 
duty military Families 
with special needs, Fam-
ily Readiness Groups and 
Hearts Apart Families 
Aug. 16 from 5–7:30 p.m. 
at Rucker Lanes. Cost is 
$1 per game and $1.50 for 
shoe rental. Registration is 
required no later than two 
days prior to the event. 

For more information or 
to register, call 255-9277 
or 255-3735.

Landing Zone 
Birthday 

The Landing Zone cel-
ebrates its third birthday 
with specials Aug. 18-24. 
All week, people can buy 
one entrée and get one free 
after 4 p.m. To kick off the 
festivities, Aug. 18 there 
will be complimentary 
smoothies and games by 
the Splash! Pool from noon 
to 6 p.m., as well as prizes 
for participating children. 
Aug. 21 there will be com-
plimentary chips and salsa 
available with the purchase 
of a beverage from 5–9 
p.m. Aug. 22 features bev-
erage specials. Aug. 23, 
two children under 12 can 
eat for free off of the kid’s 
menu with the purchase of 
one adult entrée from 5–8 
p.m. The Landing Zone 
will host a Hawaiian-style 
Birthday Bash Aug. 24. 

For more, call 
598-8025. 

OnOn PostPost
YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO FORT RUCKER EVENTS , SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS NOON THURSDAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S EDITION.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for July 19-22

THURSDAY, JULY 19

Chernobyl Diaries (R) ...........7 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 20

Prometheus  (PG-13) ...........7 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 21

Madagascar 3  (PG) .............7 p.m.

SUNDAY, JULY 22

Madagascar 3  (PG) .............7 p.m.
TICKETS ARE $4.50 FOR ADULTS AND $2.25 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

DFMWRDFMWR 
SpotlightSpotlight

Fall youth sports registration
Fall youth sports registration takes place now through July 31. Fall sports include tackle football for ages 8–12, cheerleading for ages 4–12, tennis for ages 7–18 and 
soccer for ages 4–17. Children must meet age requirements by Sept. 1. A current sports physical, and child, youth and schools services registration are required for 
participation. For more information, call 255-9105 or 255-0950.

FILE PHOTO
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Pick-of-
the-litter
Meet Josh, a male kitten available for adoption at the Fort Rucker stray facility. He is sweet 
and friendly. It costs $81 to adopt Josh and other animals at the facility, which includes all 
up-to-date shots, microchip and neutering. For more information on animal adoptions, call the 
stray facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The facility needs donations such as dry or 
canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. Donations 
can be dropped off at the veterinary clinic or the commissary. Visit the Fort Rucker stray facility’s 
Facebook page at http:// www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates on 
the newest animals available for adoption. 

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Religious Services
WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services are on Sunday.

HEADQUARTERS CHAPEL, BLDG. 109
Multi-Cultural Worship Service 8 a.m. 

Sunday.
 

MAIN POST CHAPEL, BLDG. 8940
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship Service Sunday
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday - Friday) 

4 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday 5 p.m. 
Catholic Mass Saturday.

WINGS CHAPEL, BLDG. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Chapel Next Contemporary Wor-

ship Protestant Service.

SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER, BLDG. 
8939
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. CCD (except during summer 

months).

BIBLE STUDIES
9 a.m. Protestant Women of the Chapel, 

Wings Chapel, Tuesday 11 a.m. Above the 
Best Bible Study, Yano Hall, Wednesday 1 
p.m./6 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life 
Center, Wednesday noon/1 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study, Soldier Service Center, Wednesday 
5:30 p.m. Catholic Adult Bible Study, Spiritual 
Life Center, Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. Youth 
Group Bible Study, Headquarters Chapel, 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. Chapel Next (Meal/
Bible Study), Wings Chapel, Thursday 9 
a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life Center, 
Thursday.

Mothers of Preschoolers
MOPS is a Christian-based mom’s group.  

MOPS is about meeting the needs of every 
mom of a child from conception through 

kindergarten.  MOPS will meet every fi rst and 
third Thursday, 9 a.m., at Wings Chapel, Bldg 
6036.  For more information, call the religious 
support offi ce at 255-2989. 

Protestant Women of the Chapel
PWOC meets every Tuesday at 9 a.m. and 6 

p.m. at Wings Chapel, Bldg 6036.  Child-
care provided. For more information, call 
255-9894.

Military Council of Catholic 
Women
MCCW meets every Tuesday from 5:30 

p.m. - 7 p.m. at the Spiritual Life Center.  
Childcare provided. For more information, call 
255-9894.

Dr. John Maxwell, from Enjoy Life 
Ministries in Bonita, Calif., wrote the 
following: “You may know me. I’m your 
constant companion. I’m your greatest 
helper; your heaviest burden. I will push 
you onward or drag you down to failure. 
I’m at your command. Half the tasks you 
do might as well be turned over to me. 
I’m able to do them quickly, and I’m able 
to do them the same every time, if that is 
what you want. I’m easily managed; all 
you have to do is be fi rm with me. Show 
me exactly how you want it done and af-
ter a few lessons I’ll do it automatically. 
I am the servant of all great men and 
women; of course the servant of failures 
too. But I work with all the precision of 
a marvelous computer, with the intelli-
gence of a human being. You may run me 

for a profi t, or you may run me to ruin; it 
makes no difference to me. Take me. Be 
easy with me and I will destroy you. Be 
fi rm with me and I will put the world at 
your feet. Who am I? I’m habit”

 In the Bible, Daniel 6:10 states: “Now 
when Daniel learned the decree had been 
published, he went home to his upstairs 
room where the windows opened toward 
Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down 
on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to 
his God as he had done before!” 

Daniel had a habit of prayer. Earlier 
in the book of Daniel we learn that out 
of habit Daniel listened to God and ate 
things that were good for his body. Listen 
to the following concerning habits:

Like Paul, I shall forget those things • 
that are behind and press forward;
Like David, lift up mine eyes unto the • 
hills whence cometh my help – help 
comes from the Lord;

Like Abraham, trust implicitly in my • 
God;
Like Enoch, walk in daily fellowship • 
with my heavenly father; 
Like Jehoshaphat, prepare my heart to • 
seek God;
Like Moses, choose rather to suffer • 
than to enjoy the pleasure of sin for a 
season; 
Like Daniel, commune with God at all • 
times;
Like Job, be patient under all circum-• 
stances;
Like Caleb and Joshua, refuse to be • 
discouraged because of superior num-
bers;
Like Gideon, advance even though my • 
friends are few;
Like Aaron and Hur, uphold the hands • 
of my leaders with prayer and practical 
support;
Like Andrew, strive to lead my broth-• 

ers and sisters to God;
Like Stephen, express a forgiving spir-• 
it toward all who seek my heart; and
Realizing that I cannot hope to • 
achieve those objectives from my own 
strength. I shall rely upon the power of 
God, for I can do all things in Him who 
strengthens me.
We all have habits. Some are good and 

some are not so good. Habits should help 
build us up and not tear us down. 

Take a few moments to examine the 
habits you have. Are there some that con-
trol you? Are there some that hinder your 
relationship with God? Are there some 
you have been meaning to start and have 
not? 

After you take this habit inventory, ask 
God for courage and will power to dis-
card those habits you do not need and 
start the ones you do need. 

Victory starts here!

Habits: Do they control you?
By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Milton Johnson
Garrison Chaplain’s Office

Tips 
to quit 

tobacco
Use the 5 Ds to 
help with urges

Deep•  breathing — 
Take slow deep 
breaths to feel re-
laxed and in con-
trol.
Drink•  water — 
Drink at least 8 
glasses of water 
a day to fl ush out 
nicotine from your 
system.
Do•  something else 
to keep busy. 
Discuss•  your urge 
with a friend or 
family member.
Delay • — Don’t 
reach for tobacco 
right away. The urge 
to smoke passes 
in 3 to 5 minutes 
whether a person 
smokes or not.

Call 347-9533 to
advertise your church

on this page.

CenterPoint

� 3351 Lynn Road � Enterpr�se
(r�ght off Rucker Blvd)

� Servi�e times
� Sunday Worsh�p � 10 AM
� Sunday Even�ngs � 5 PM
�Wednesday Even�ngs � 7 PM
� Nursery � Ch�ldren � Youth

� Off�ce: 334 347 5044
www.centerpo�ntag.org

centerpo�nt3351@yahoo.com

������������ � ���������� � �����������
�astor: Ed Corley

Com m unityChurch

Center Point
Community Church

Traditional Worship Service
8:30 am & 11:00 am

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45 am
The Gathering - Youth

5:45 pm
Sunday School

10:00 am
Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Ma�n St • Enterpr�se, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer L�ne (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Wiregrass Ear, Nose & Throat
334-308-WENT (9368)

Enterprise ~ 101 E. Brunson Street, Suite 102
Ozark ~ 2126 Roy Parker Road, Suite 206
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We’ve been
chilling out
for 17 years!

277 West Main
(Near Court House)
Dothan • 699-7771

4440 West Main
Hwy 84 (by Flowers Hospital)

Dothan • 699-2555

5 Northpoint
(Behind Church’s Chicken)
Enterprise • 393-5500

Frozen
Mocha’s!

a little birdie told us…

…and we listened!

“Customers want more
convenient banking hours”

NEW HOURS
Starting July 23

LOBBY
Mon–Fri 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

DRIVE THRU:
Mon–Fri 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

DOWNTOWN OFFICE
301 South Edwards Street

EASTSIDE BRANCH
909 Rucker Boulevard

347-3411
www.tcbenterprise.com

The
Citizens
Bank

In order to give you more
immediate access to your money,

the bank’s end of business day will
be moved from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!
NOW OPEN IN ENTERPRISE!

Zack s

Fried Green
TomatoesServed Daily!

FORT JACKSON, S.C. — Fort Jack-
son’s Gabe will represent all armed forces 
dogs at the annual American Humane As-
sociation Hero Dog Awards banquet in 
Los Angeles later this year.

The retired military dog spent several 
years sniffi ng out insurgent bombs, guns 
and ammunition in Iraq with his handler, 
Sgt. 1st Class Chuck Shuck, now a drill 
sergeant leader at Fort Jackson’s Drill 
Sergeant School. Since April, Gabe has 
been in the running for 2012 American 
Humane Association Hero Dog in the 
military category. When the voting ended 
July 1, Gabe had received the most online 
votes.

There were eight categories in this round 
of voting, which included dogs from back-
grounds such as search and rescue, law 
enforcement and guide work. The win-
ners of these categories received $5,000 
for their charities and are now competing 
against each other for American Humane 
Association Hero Dog of the Year.

“He’s in good company right now,” 
Shuck said. “All of those dogs are deserv-
ing of the title. But, if we win the overall 
title, we add an extra $10,000 to that char-
ity.” 

Gabe is representing the United States 
War Dog Association, a nonprofi t organi-
zation of former and current U.S. Military 
Dog handlers and supporting members 
committed to promoting the long history 
of military service dogs.

The money donated to this organization 
will primarily be used to buy care pack-
ages for dogs and their handlers currently 
deployed, said Ron Aiello, president of 
United States War Dogs Association. 
These packages can contain goggles and 
boots for the dog; ear muffs to protect 

their ears from loud sounds during heli-
copter fl ights, ear wash, eye wash, cooling 
vests and toys.

“Our mission is to support dog teams 
that are deployed, primarily in Afghani-
stan,” Aiello said. “We’ve been doing it 
now for 10 years.”

Shuck said voting for the fi nal phase of 
the Hero Dog awards ends Oct. 5, and that 
he’s going to continue his tenacious on-
line campaign for Gabe. 

“He’s representing all dogs in the armed 
forces now,” Shuck said.

Online votes for the 2012 Hero Dog title 
represent 49 percent of the fi nal tally, with 
the remaining 51 percent coming from the 
American Humane Association’s panel of 
celebrity judges, which includes Whoopi 
Goldberg, Kristin Chenoweth, Michelle 
Forbes and Prince Lorenzo Borghese.

“You could win the public vote, but 
still not win the overall Hero Dog award,” 
Shuck said.

Gabe will receive his award for win-
ning the military category of this year’s 
awards during an Oct. 6 ceremony in Los 
Angeles, an event hosted by Betty White. 
The winner of the 2012 Hero Dog award 
will also be announced during that event.

Gabe and Sgt. 1st Class Chuck Shuck recently won $5,000 for the United States War Dogs Association through their participation in a contest sponsored by 
the American Humane Association. Gabe was voted military dog of the year and is among eight fi nalists in the 2012 Hero Dog Awards. To vote for Gabe go 
to www.herodogawards.org/.

COURTESY PHOTOS

K9 Gabe wins military hero dog award
By Wallace McBride
Fort Jackson, S.C.

A military working dog wears Doggles to protect his eyes as a Chinook helicopter takes off, kicking up 
dust and debris, during an air assault operation by U.S. soldiers assigned to Alpha Troop, 1st Squadron, 
172nd Cavalry Regiment, 86th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, Parwan Province, Afghanistan, May 11, 
2010. The United States War Dog Association sends packages for dogs and their handlers currently 
deployed. These packages can contain goggles and boots for the dog; ear muffs to protect their ears 
from loud sounds during helicopter fl ights, ear wash, eye wash, cooling vests and toys.

PHOTO BY SGT. JASON BRACE
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PAKTIKA PROVINCE, Af-
ghanistan — Staff Sgt. Andrew 
Black moved back toward the 
Huskey mine clearance vehicle 
to watch from a safe distance as a 
team traced the wire of a suspected 
improvised explosive device back 
toward the road. 

His military working dog, Lobo, 
was held on the end of a leash and 
the pair was taking a short break 
after searching the last 500 me-
ters. 

Suddenly, enemy forces un-
leashed AK-47 fi re from a posi-
tion 400 meters away. The team 
tracing the wire hit the ground 
and returned fi re. Support vehicles 
joined in, engaged the enemy and 
after fi ve minutes forced the at-
tackers to withdraw. 

The team lost the wire during 
the engagement and was now 
scrambling to reacquire it. Black 
brought Lobo up front to search. 
Lobo walked out front, nose to 
the ground, with Black still on the 
leash close behind. 

After about 70 meters, Lobo 
stopped. Black called Lobo back, 
marked the site and called for sup-
port. The site was investigated and 
200 pounds of homemade explo-
sive was found buried four feet 
down. 

Black and Lobo are a mine de-
tection dog team belonging to the 
49th Engineer Detachment from 
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. Military 
working dogs are trained to search 
for, detect and warn of buried 
mines, explosives and other casu-
alty-producing devices. Handlers 
are experienced combat engineers 
who work with and direct the dogs 
during searches.

The 49th Engineer Detachment 
has maintained a constant pres-
ence in Afghanistan since 2004, 
neutralizing the threat of mines 
and unexploded ordnance in sup-
port of tactical operations. The 
detachment deploys squads of 
dog teams. Since their involve-
ment began in Operation Endur-

ing Freedom, mine detection dogs 
have proven effective, capable of 
area reduction and delineation of 
minefi elds, route clearance, clear-
ance verifi cation, creation of safe 
lanes through mine fi elds and 
mine fi eld casualty extraction. 

Potential handlers go through 
the six-month mine detection dog 
course at Fort Leonard Wood, 
Mo., and graduate with the ad-
ditional skill identifi er “K9.” Po-
tential handlers must also inter-
view with a kennel master, during 
which expectations are defi ned. 
Once accepted to the school, han-
dlers spend months with their new 
four-legged partners, training on 
obedience, explosive detection 
and minefi eld clearance, as well as 
studying canine behavior and be-
havioral conditioning techniques. 

Teams arriving at the 49th En-
gineer Detachment immediately 
begin training for deployment. 
The senior trainer of the detach-
ment, an experienced mine detec-
tion dog NCO, leads the training, 
implementing real world scenar-
ios. Teams also conduct training 
missions with units on post, units 
conducting pre-deployment train-
ing and fi eld training exercises. 

Mine detection dog teams are 
also utilized for unexploded ord-
nance clearance in support of 
range control. Prior to deploy-
ment, mine detection dog teams 
must gain certifi cation. Mine de-
tection dog teams travel to Yuma 
Proving Grounds, Ariz., where of-
fi cials certify the teams. 

The 49th Engineers deployed to 
Afghanistan work with the Mine 

Action Center, performing qual-
ity assurance and quality control 
tasks for the mine clearance of 
Bagram Airfi eld, one of the most 
heavily-mined areas in the world. 
Since 2004, the mine detection 
dog teams assisted in the clear-
ance of 6.7 million square meters 
on Bagram Airfi eld. 

“It’s here where they show 
their true capability beyond the 
instrument search limitations,” 
explained Australian Maj. John 
Riley, Mine Action Center offi cer 
in charge. “We would not be able 
to achieve the quality assurance 
that we provide without their sup-
port.”

The 49th Engineer Detachment 
also assists the Mine Action Cen-
ter with quick reaction force mis-
sions for vehicles, aircraft or per-

sonnel caught in minefi elds. Mine 
detection dogs are able to search 
more rapidly and deploy to areas 
unreachable by manual and me-
chanical means so a mine detec-
tion dog team is always on standby 
for these missions. Mine detection 
dog teams have been called upon 
many times to clear safe lanes 
through potentially mined areas to 
reach downed aircraft or stranded 
vehicles. 

The U.S. military also uses mine 
detection dog teams for quality 
assurance and quality control of 
potential sites during builds and 
expansions of bases and outposts. 
Prior to construction, mine detec-
tion dog teams deploy to the po-
tential build site to ensure the area 
is free of explosives prior to con-
struction. This additional request 
for mine detection dog support 
required the detachment to deploy 
another squad. Since 2010, mine 
detection dog teams have cleared 
more than 250,000 square meters 
in preparation for site construc-
tion.

In 2010, mine detection dog 
teams started integrating heav-
ily into route clearance operations 
due to the constant improvised 
explosive device and mine threat 
along routes in Afghanistan. Route 
clearance units continue to see the 
added value to having a mine dog 
team. Mine detection dog teams 
are able to detect the deep-buried 
explosives mechanical means 
may not pick up. They are able 
to traverse routes not accessible 
to much of the route clearance 
equipment and they provide a 
faster means of search for deliber-
ate clearance. 

Because of their growing repu-
tation, versatility and effectiveness 
record, the mine detection dog 
teams have made an enduring im-
pact on the global war on terrorism 
and are sought after by engineers, 
infantry, and special operations to 
support route clearance and ma-
neuver operations. Mine detection 
dogs have deployed to all regions 
of Afghanistan and have proven 
effective in any environment.

Mine detection dog Gill and his handler search for explosives while a Soldier pulls security during a patrol in Ghazni Prov-
ince, Afghanistan, in May.

PHOTO BY 1LT. DAVID BRINK

Mine dogs clear Afghan roads
By 1st Lt. Jeffrey Vlietstra
49th Engineer Detachment
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Featuring more than 500 animals from fi ve differ-
ent continents spread out over 40 acres of facilities, the 
Montgomery Zoo features a world of nature in just under 
a two-hour drive from Fort Rucker.

From the jungles of South America to the savannahs of 
Africa, to the hilltops of Asia to the tall grasses of North 
America and more, the zoo offers a view of exotic wild-
life and endangered species visitors can take in while 
strolling through the facility, or riding on the miniature 
train – complete with military discounts, according to the 
zoo’s website at www.montgomeryzoo.com.

While visiting the zoo, people can also enjoy the Mann 
Museum that hosts more than 275 exhibits of wildlife, 
fresh and saltwater fi sh, reptiles and insects that are found 
in North America. The museum also houses more than 70 
exhibits mounted in life size, according to the site. 

The museum displays are unique in that visitors can 
view the exhibit from three sides, under special lighting. 
Visitors also have the opportunity to hear natural sounds 
from the animals. 

The Montgomery Zoo and Mann Wildlife Learning 
Museum are open year round, seven days per week, with 
the exception of Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and 
New Years Day. The zoo and museum are open daily from 
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The last admission tickets are sold and 
major animal exhibits begin closing at 4:30 p.m. 

Animal exhibits at the zoo include African elephants 
and their habitat to the roaring lions and black-footed pen-
guins. The zoo’s Overlook Cafe is surrounded by animals, 
offering a view unique to the zoo. People can also take a 
train ride while seeing the sights. From the train people 
can see many exhibits, as well as the zoo’s lake, which is 
inhabited by a variety of birds and water fowl. 

The zoo also features an aviary. The aviary offers the 
birds the freedom to fl y and roam, allowing people an 
up-close look at the birds. The aviary houses a variety of 
birds that are native to the South American tropics. 

And then there is the reptile house, which is home to 

some of the world’s most exotic snakes and reptiles. All 
are nested in natural settings, offering an up-close and 
personal view – from a safe distance. 

For more on the zoo and museum, visit www.
montgomeryzoo.com or call (334) 240-4900. The zoo is 
located at 2301 Coliseum Parkways, Montgomery, Ala., 
36110.

Admission prices for the Montgomery Zoo and Mann 
Wildlife Learning Museum:

Military adults (13 and older) — • $9 for zoo, $5 for 

museum, $14 both;
Military Children (3-12) —•  $6.50 for zoo, $3.50 for 
museum, $10 for both;
Adults (13 and older) —•  $10 for zoo, $6 for museum, 
$14 for both;
Children (3-12) —•  $7 for zoo, $4 for museum, $10 
for both;
Seniors (65 and older) —•  $9 for zoo, $5 for museum, 
$14 for both; and
Toddler (younger than 2) —•  Free for all facilities.

ANDALUSIA
MONDAY-AUG. 3 — The Andalusia 

Ballet Studio hosts its annual summer in-
tensive dance classes at the Andalusia Bal-
let Church Street Cultural Arts Centre. The 
training is for experienced dancers ages 8 
and up in ballet technique, jazz, and mod-
ern. For more information, call 222-6620 
or email info@andalusiaballet.com.

DALEVILLE
NOW THROUGH AUG. 1 — Regis-

tration for pee wee football is now through 
Aug. 1. Practice sessions begin the fi rst 
part of August and the season runs through 
Nov. 1. For more information, visit www.
dalevilleal.com. 

DOTHAN
FRIDAY — Landmark Park’s Animal 

Adventures begins at 10 a.m. for chil-
dren ages 5 and up. Scheduled topics are 
“Let’s Go Fishin`” on Friday and “What 
Came First” July 27. Registration is re-
quired and the program is free with paid 
gate admission. For more information, call 
794-3452.

TUESDAY — “Health Chats - How to 
Naturally Help Neck/Shoulder and Rota-
tor Cuff Problems” at the Carnes Chiro-
practic and Wellness Center, EMS Class-
room, 2323 at 6:15 p.m. Free and open 
to the public. For more information, call 
(334) 794-2225.

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY — Land-
mark Park’s Discovery Room provides 
a closer look at ecology to educate chil-
dren from 10 a.m. until noon and Sunday 
from 2-5 p.m. For more information, call 
794-3452.

NOW THROUGH JULY 31 — Land-
mark Park hosts a military appreciation 
month. Military members receive $10 off 
membership. The park also provides a free 
Digitarium Planearium Program for mili-

tary families Saturday at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 
and 3 p.m. For more information, call 
794-3452.  

ENTERPRISE
ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters, on County Road 537, every 
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call Connie Hudson at 
406-3077, Randy Black at 393-6499 or 
Bob Cooper 347-7076, or visit the VFW 
Post 6683 on Facebook.

ONGOING — Enterprise State Com-
munity College holds classes to teach 
English as a second language at the Fort 
Rucker campus Mondays and Wednes-
days from 9 a.m. until noon in Bldg. 4502, 
Rm. 131. 

ONGOING  — The Boll Weevil Dance 
Club meets every Friday from 7-10 p.m. 
at the Enterprise “Jug” Brown Recreation 
Center. Cost is $5 per person. For more in-
formation, call 347-3381.

GENEVA
ONGOING — The Geneva County Re-

lay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONGOING — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the fi rst Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
ONGOING — Every Tuesday and 

Wednesday, Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter No. 99 maintains a service offi ce 
in the New Brockton police station. The 

offi cers can help veterans and their spous-
es with disability compensation claims, 
VA pension, death benefi ts, VA medical 
care, Social Security disability benefi ts, 
veterans’ job programs and other veteran 
services. All veteran services provided 
are free of charge. For more information, 
please call Chuck Lobdell at 718-5707.

OZARK
JULY 28 — The American Cancer So-

ciety’s sixth annual Rolling Thunder Ride 
begins at Larry’s BBQ. Registration be-
gins at 8:30 a.m. and the fi rst bike out is 10 
a.m. Cost is $20 per bike and $10 per rider. 
For more information, call 566-2140.

NOW THROUGH AUG. 4 — The 
Ann Rudd Art Center/Dowling Museum 
is sponsoring an exhibit of nature-related 
art, the 2012 Nature Show. Artists 18 
years or older are eligible to enter up 
to three pieces, in any combination of 
painting, drawing, sculpture, printmaking 
and photography with a theme that relates 
to nature. Works must be original (not 
from a kit) and all works must remain 
in the gallery for the duration of the 
show. Previous contest-winning pieces 
may not be entered. Entry fee is $35 
for non-members and $30 for members 
of DCCAH for the fi rst entry and $5 for 
each additional entry, up to three total 
entries. Entry fees are not refundable. 
The “Nature Show” runs until Aug. 4. 
For more information, call 774-7145 or 
visit www.ruddartcenter.org. 

AUG. 18 THROUGH SEPT. 28 — The 
Dale County Council of Arts and Humani-
ties is pleased to announce the 12th annual 
Regional Juried Art Exhibition that will be 
held at the Ann Rudd Art Center/Dowling 
Museum. Entry fee for non-members is 
$35 and $30 for DCCAH members for the 
fi rst entry. One or two additional entries are 
$5 each (three is the maximum that can be 
entered). Offered awards will be $250 for 
fi rst place, $150 second place, $100 third 
place and four $50 merit awards. Due date 

of entry fees and art work is Aug. 4, 1-4 
p.m. Opening reception and award presen-
tation is Aug. 18, 7-9 p.m. For more infor-
mation, visit  www.ruddartcenter.org.

PINCKARD
ONGOING — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sun-
day at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Meth-
odist Church.  For more information, call 
983-3064.

SAMSON
ONGOING — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the 
J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex 
is transformed into a dance hall and fea-
tures music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s, fi n-
ger foods, and refreshments. For more in-
formation, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

VARIOUS LOCATIONS
NOW THROUGH JULY 27 — The 

Wiregrass Tennis Association will be 
offering eight weeks of free tennis lessons 
in Enterprise, Eufaula, Ozark and Troy 
on different days throughout the week. 
For more information or to register for 
the free lessons, call 439-1128 or visit 
www.wiregrasstennisassociation.com/
CommunityRelations.html.

Wiregrass community calendar

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs
Pier Park Summer Concert Series

Relax and enjoy free music on the lawn at Panama City 
Beach’s Aaron Bessant Amphitheater. The concerts are open 
to the public and free of charge. Bring your own lawn chairs 
or blankets for more comfort. Food and coolers are allowed. 
Scheduled bands include Heritage tonight, George Porter Jr. 
and the Runnin’ Pardners  today, The Lee Boys today and 
Boukou Groove on July 26. All concerts start at 7 p.m. For 
more information, visit pcbeach.org.

Cake Decorating Challenge 
The “Mission Possible” Cake Decorating Challenge is 

July 29 from noon until 5 p.m. at Moose Lodge, Fort Walton 
Beach. It is open to all ages and skills. For more information 
or an entry form, visit www.NWFLFightsMS.org.

79th Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo
The annual Alabama Dauphin Island Alabama Deep Sea 

Fishing Rodeo is Friday-Sunday in Mobile Bay. Free to the 
public. For more information call (251) 471-0025 or visit 
www.adsfr.com.  

Wine and Cheese Reception
The fourth annual Wine and Cheese Reception to benefi t 

the Emerald Coast Wildlife Refuge is Sunday from 2-4 p.m. 
at the Magnolia Grill in Fort Walton Beach. Cost is $15 per 
person. For more information, call (850) 302-0266

Ballet Show
The Alabama Shakespeare Festival Blount Cultural Park 

hosts “Performance on the Green” from 8-10 p.m  Friday 
and Saturday. Free to public. For more information, call 
(334) 409-0522 or visit www.montgomeryballet.org.  

Archery Tournament 
Choctaw Bowmen Archery Club will host its fi rst 3D 

tournament Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Entry fee is $15 
and kids 12 and under shoot for free. 

For more information, visit www.choctawbowmen.
com.

Triathlon
Wet Dog Triathlon in Decatur takes place Saturday in 

Point Mallard Park at 7 a.m. Fee for participants only. 
For more information, call Leah Brown at (256) 353-0157 

or visit www.bbbsmcal.org. 

Music and Arts Festival
Wetumpka’s River and Blues Music and Arts Festival 

takes place Saturday from 2-10 p.m. Free to the public.  
For more information, visit http://www.riverandblues.net.

World of nature on display at Montgomery Zoo
Army Flier
Staff Report

COURTESY PHOTO
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WASHINGTON — After this 
year, the Army will no longer 
sponsor a NASCAR team as part 
of its national branding and acces-
sion efforts. But the service will 
continue other programs to attract 
new Soldiers and keep itself in the 
public eye.

“We do a wide array of tradi-
tional advertising, and we also do 
a whole bunch of digital outreach 
through Web platforms and social 
media,” said John Myers, director, 
marketing support element, Army 
Marketing and Research Group. 

“We are in every state and every 
major market, with other market-
ing and advertising assets. Mo-
torsports, particularly NASCAR, 
is only one tactic of our overall 
branding strategy to connect the 
Army with America,” he said.

During fi scal year 2012, the 
Army committed about $8.4 mil-
lion to NASCAR sponsorship, 
which includes 12 NASCAR rac-
es. The relationship between the 
Army and the NASCAR team it 
sponsors with Ryan Newman will 
end when the current NASCAR 
season concludes.

Myers said the Army is looking 
to reach a particular segment of the 
population, men between the ages 
of 18 to 24. But the NASCAR au-
dience, he said, is “starting to skew 
older.”

Now, he said, “we can’t justify 
the investment in NASCAR as 
much as we can in other things that 
we are doing; so when our budget 
is being reduced, we have to make 
tough decisions. This is a process 
that we continually undertake as 
far as analyzing what we are get-
ting for our marketing activity.”

The Army isn’t pulling out of 
motorsports entirely. Marketing 
with the National Hot Rod As-
sociation, or NHRA, for instance, 
“is still giving us good numbers,” 
Myers said.

The Army has a 10-year, ongo-
ing relationship with NHRA and 
Tony “the Sarge” Schumacher. 

“We want to continue that rela-

tionship in 2013,” Myers said, “be-
cause the metrics are suggesting 
that it is still a very good market 
for us.”

The Army is also involved in the 
All-American Bowl championship 
each January. Next year, during the 
January 2013 All-American Bowl, 
the Army will kick off a partnership 
with the NFL Hall of Fame when it 
announces, at the bowl game, the 
2013 U.S. Army Pro Football Hall 
of Fame Award for Excellence 
Program winner. 

The winner will be chosen from 
a pool of 10 high school students 
and can be anyone who demon-
strates excellence in academics, 
athletics or community service. 
Myers said the partnership with the 
NFL Hall of Fame will be good for 
the Army.

“How the public considers the 

NFL, their brand awareness and 
how it aligns with Army values, 
that’s probably one of the better 
picks if you are looking for op-
portunities to exploit,” Myers said. 
“The attributes and values that we 
insist upon are very closely aligned 
with some of the values that mem-
bers who have been selected for 
the NFL Hall of Fame display.”

The Army is looking to market 
to a more diverse audience, and so 
its efforts include targeting more 
than just sports.

“In everything we do, we want 
to make sure that we are reaching 
the prospect target population, in a 
number of ways,” Myers said. “Not 
only in numbers; 18 to 24-year-
old young men is our major target 
market, but also within that mar-
ket, also other mission aspects. If 
you’re going to be representative 

of the American population, which 
the Army wants to do, you need to 
have proper representation of di-
versity and ethnicity.”

Around the United States, the 
Army puts itself in front of the 
American public, and in front of 
potential Soldiers, through spon-
sorship of and participation in the 
activities of groups like the League 
of Latin American Citizens, First 
Robotics, the Thurgood Marshall 
College Fund, Infi nite Scholars, the 
Hispanic Association of Colleges 
and Universities, Great Minds in 
STEM, the National Society of 
Black Engineers and FFA.

Myers said the Army is looking 
for a prospect pool of “high qual-
ity and diversity.” To do that, he 
said, the approach must be tailored 
to reach a diverse market. And the 
Army must also infl uence parents, 

teachers, peers and community 
leaders.

“We do thousands of events 
across the country,” Myers said. 
“Robotics competitions; we invest 
in events such as FFA, Skills USA, 
Association for Career and Tech-
nical Education and dozens more. 
We will redistribute the NASCAR 
funds to supplement our approach 
to these other venues that have a 
higher payoff for us.”

While the Army’s sponsorship 
of NASCAR will end, the Army 
will continue marketing itself to 
the American people and seek new 
recruits.

“We will continue, as we always 
do, to investigate opportunities to 
put the Army forward to the Amer-
ican people and the prospects that 
we need to join the Army,” Myers 
said.

Army discontinues NASCAR sponsorship
By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

The Army pit crew changes two tires on the Army Chevy Impala following a caution for light rain. After this year, the Army will no longer sponsor a NASCAR team as 
part of its national branding and accession efforts. But the service will continue other programs to attract new Soldiers and keep itself in the public eye.

U.S. ARMY PHOTO

Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Road, Fort Rucker Across from the Commissary
341 North Daleville Avenue, Daleville
(334) 598-4411 www.aacfcu.com

Army Aviation Center
Federal Credit Union®

*APR means annual percentage rate. **Autos: 72 months available on new units and 1 year old on $20,000 or more; 84 months available on new units and 1 year old on $30,000 or more;
Used Autos are considered 2 and 3 years old. **Boats: Up to 60 months- Available on units under $15,000; Up to 120 months- Available on units over $15,000. **Recreational Vehicles: Up to
60 months- Available on units under $20,000; Up to 143 months-Available on units $20,000-$49,000; Up to 180 months-Available on units over $50,000. Army Aviation Center Federal Credit
����� ���� ������ up to ���� ���� ����� �� ���� ������ ���� ��� ��� ������ ���� �������� ���� ��� ����� �� ������������ �������� �� ������ ����� ���� ���� �������� ������� ������� �������-
����� ��� ������ ����� ���� only ��� ����� new �� ������ ��� � ������� ����� ������� ��� �� ��� ������ ��������� ��� ���� ������������

LOAN PLAN APR* APP. TERMS**
New Autos 1.99%* up to 48 months**

2.49%* up to 60 months**

Used Autos 2.99%* up to 48 months**

New Boats 4.99%* up to 120 months**

New Recreational Vehicles 4.99%* up to 143 months**

5.49%* up to 180 months**

Low loan
rates

EXTENDED!

Apply online, at any branch or by
phone today! You can also finance

with us directly from our
preferred dealerships!

Not amember?
If you live, work, worship or attend
school in mostWiregrass areas, you
can join! Stop by any of our 10
Wiregrass locations today!

Find your best deal, take your rebates and then
let us finance your vehicle!
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$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba

2012
FORD ESCAPE

805 Glover Ave ~ Enterprise
334.347.2245

www.edsherlingford.com

$1000 Ford Credit
Cash Rebate*

$1000 Factory
Rebate*

$500 Active Military
Appreciation*

$750Ranger Owner
Loyalty*

$3250 Total Factory Rebates Plus
Military Appreciation Plus 0%

*0% for 60 months equals %16.66 per month, per $1000 financed. Ford Motor Credit required with approved credit. Ranger Owner Loyalty must show ownership of 1995 Ford Ranger pickup, trade is not required. Must be active military, or retired or
discharged within last 180 days.

$3250 Total Factory Rebates Plus
Military Appreciation Plus 0%

Total Factory Rebates Plus
Military Appreciation Plus 0%

For 60
Months

l F t R b t Pl

Months*

0%

For 60
MonthsMonths*

0%

Factory Rebates Plus

For 60
MonthsMonths*

0%$2000 Ford Credit
Cash Rebate*

$500 Active Military
Appreciation*

$750Ranger Owner
Loyalty*

2012 FORD FUSION

*0% for 60 months equals %16.66 per month, per $1000 financed. Ford Motor Credit required with approved credit. Ranger Owner Loyalty must show owner-
ship of 1995 Ford Ranger pickup, trade is not required. Must be active military, or retired or discharged within last 180 days.

2012 FORD MUSTANG
$1000 Ford Credit

Cash Rebate*

$500 Active Military
Appreciation*

$2250 Total Factory Rebates Plus
Military Appreciation Plus 0%

*0% for 60 months equals %16.66 per month, per $1000 financed. Ford Motor Credit required with approved credit. Ranger Owner Loyalty mist show ownership of 1995 Ford Ranger pickup, trade in is not required. Must be active military, or retired
or discharged within last 180 days.

$750Ranger Owner
Loyalty*

2012 FORD F150 XLT $2000 Factory
Rebate*

$500 Active Military
Appreciation*

$1000Ranger Owner
Loyalty*

$6000 Total Factory Rebates Plus
Military Appreciation

$1000 Ford Motor
Credit Rebate*

$1000 XLT Factory
Rebate*

$500 5.0V8 Factory
Rebate*

*Ford Motor Credit required with approved credit. Ranger Owner Loyalty must show ownership of 1995 Ford Range pickup, trade in is not required. Must be active military, or retired or discharged within last 180 days. 1 EPA-estimated 15 city/21 hwy
mpg, 5.L V78 4X2.

Up to 21
hwy mpg1

5.0L
V8

WASHINGTON — The men’s and women’s U.S. 
national basketball teams, which are preparing for 
the upcoming Olympics in London, put on a show for 
service members, their Families and other fans at the 
Washington, D.C., National Guard Armory Saturday.

The “Hoops for Troops” program, launched in 
2006, provides support for the U.S. military and their 
Families through programs, events and partnerships, 
according to the USA Basketball website.

The audience included Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Navy Adm. 
James “Sandy” A. Winnefeld Jr., Joint Chiefs of Staff 
vice chairman; and Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Bryan B. 
Battaglia, the chairman’s senior enlisted adviser.

Military children, service members and fans were 
treated to activities including a girls’ basketball clinic 
led by members of the women’s U.S. national basket-
ball team, a skills challenge where troops teamed up 
with NBA players, viewing of the men’s U.S. national 
team conducting practice and a basketball scrim-
mage.

“It was awesome. It was just a tremendous honor to 
be here,” Navy Lt. Cmdr. Charles Drey said. “It was a 
great experience, and I was very excited.”

Drey, assigned to U.S. Fleet Forces Command, rep-
resented the Navy and was paired with Brooklyn Nets 
point guard Deron Williams for the skills challenge, 
which the duo won.

“My son got to watch me do it too, so I was very 
happy,” Drey said. “It was such an honor to represent 
the Navy and the men and women of the military and 
their Families.

“And also having the wounded warriors here,” he 
continued. “It was so awesome to be out on the court, 
even just by the NBA players [and] Team USA — the 
team that’s going to represent our country. It was a 
great experience.”

The USA Basketball players were equally happy to 
have an opportunity to meet with service members, 
their Families and fans.

“They humble us. I mean they do so much for our 
country and represent our flag,” said Kevin Love, 
power forward for the Minnesota Timberwolves. “We 
just go out there and play basketball. So they are the 
reason we have our freedom.”

Service members “protect and serve so we can live 
the lives we live today,” Love added. “So it’s pretty 
cool to be out there performing in front of them but 
they’re doing all the good deeds for us, really, so we 
have to pay homage to them.”

Others such as ESPN basketball analyst Jay Bilas 
were touched when members of the ceremonial 3rd 
U.S. Infantry Regiment, the Army’s “Old Guard” pre-
sented the patches from their uniform sleeves to USA 
Basketball team members as Dempsey wished the 
players well during the London Olympics.

“It was a great day for USA Basketball, for the 
Olympic movement and the Olympic team,” Bilas 
said. “I think it was just a great day for our country.”

The basketball analyst noted U.S. national men’s 
team Coach Mike Krzyzewski, a graduate of the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point, N.Y., served in the 
Army for five years, which has inspired a lot of what 
the team does in emulating the military “on a much 
smaller scale.”

Bilas said he was unable to put into words what it 
meant to him to see the troops take their American 
flag patches off their uniforms and present then to the 
basketball players.

“It was so moving,” he said.

U.S. basketball teams wow service members, Families
By Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr.
American Forces Press Service

Service members stand in front of a trampoline as a performer with the USA Basketball team prepares for a stunt during the “Hoops for 
Troops” program at the Washington D.C., National Guard Armory July 14.

PHOTO BY SGT. 1ST CLASS TYRONE C. MARSHALL JR., DOD

means 
stop!

Motorists are reminded to obey 
all traffi c signs.



With such a wide variety of 
activities and sports for people 
to participate in at Fort Rucker, 
many people seem to overlook 
that there is a full compound 
dedicated to horses and their rid-
ers.

The Fort Rucker Riding Sta-
bles offers services like boarding 
privately owned horses, enter-
tainment for seasonal events like 
the Fright Night Haunted Hay 
Ride, birthday pony parties and 
riding trails, according to Marty 
Haverfi eld, recreation aide at the 
riding stables.

The boarding of privately 
owned horses is open to the pub-
lic, but active-duty military have 
priority, and pricing depends on 
a person’s rank and the type of 
stall they wish to have their horse 
boarded in, she said, adding that 
immunization for all horses that 
are boarded is required and proof 
must be furnished to the stable 
offi ce.

“The opportunity out here is 
fabulous,” said Dany Benehan, 
military spouse. “There is no 
waiting list to board right now, 
which is crazy because the sta-
bles offer everything: lessons, 
fi elds, parties, and miles and 
miles of trails.”

Benehan and her daughters, 
Rylie and Kiera, have their 
horses, Dante, Huey, and Stella, 
boarded at the stables and enjoy 
coming out to ride from time to 
time.

“We’ve been riding since we 
were 8 years old,” said Rylie. 
“It’s fun to come out here and 
ride with other people.”

The riding stables also offers 
riding instruction from contract 
instructors.

“We do have one instructor 
on contract right now that offers 
lessons and she will furnish the 
horse,” said Haverfi eld. “She 
teaches both English- and West-
ern-style riding.”

The lessons take place at the 
riding stables in any of the are-
nas, depending on the lesson 
type, she added.

There are two lighted arenas 
available for night riding, two-
round pens and two regulation- 
size dressage arenas, said the 
recreation aide.

“It’s a very unique one-of-a-
kind facility, especially for the 
military,” said the recreation 
aide. “Most boarding stables may 
be able to offer the stabling and 
the work arenas, but they don’t 
have the trails that we do.”

The facility has access to 30-50 
miles of marked trails, depend-
ing on which areas are available 
throughout the year, she added.

The riding stables is also a 
place where Families can come 
and enjoy children’s birthday 
parties with a birthday pony 
party.

The birthday pony party con-
sists of access to parts of the fa-
cility for three hours, including 
the clubhouse, and one hour with 
Tony the Pony and his handler, 
said Haverfi eld.

The clubhouse has bathrooms, 
refrigerators and a kitchen for 
people to use during parties, but 
the kitchen area is not currently 
accessible because the clubhouse 
is being renovated, said Aida Di-
az-Carter, business manager for 
the community recreation divi-
sion.

“People can utilize the front 
of the clubhouse for parties, but 
when the clubhouse does fully 
reopen, people will have a place 
to store their food and grill out-
side if they wish,” she said.

The cost of the birthday pony 
party is $75 while the clubhouse 
is under renovation and $85 
when the clubhouse is complete, 
Haverfi eld added.

Along with everything else the 
riding stables offers, it is also 
getting ready for its Fright Night 

Haunted Hay Ride in October.
“Fright Night is an amazing 

time where people will come out 
here and we’ll take them on a hay-
ride into the woods and around a 
graveyard,” said Carter. “It takes 
months to put this on because we 
have over 200 volunteers that 

help us put it together.”
The facility is looking for vol-

unteers to sign up and help with 
the event, she said. Anybody 
over the age of 16 can volunteer 
to help with building, make-
up and costumes, and acting to 
scare patrons.

“We get people coming in 
from all over the place just to get 
scared, and they will get scared,” 
said Carter.

For more information on 
boarding, pricing, riding instruc-
tion, volunteering or birthday 
parties, call 598-3384.
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Sports
MARKSMANSHIP
Soldier reinvents career, set 
to make Paralympic history

Story on Page D3

Rylie Benehan, military Family member, does a trick on Spanky, an American Quarter Horse, at the Fort Rucker riding stables Monday.

Dante, a strawberry roan Quarter Horse Belgian Cross, carries his rider Kiera Benehan, military Family member, through an exercise at the Fort Rucker riding stables Monday.

PHOTO BY SARA E. MARTIN

By Nathan Pfau and 
Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writers

Riding Stables offers entertainment, Family fun
By Nathan Pfau and 

JULY 19, 2012

Story on Page D3

Happy trailsHappy trails
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Down Down TimeTime

Kid’s Corner

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.



(Third in a six-part series featur-
ing U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit 
Soldiers headed to the Olympics)

FORT BENNING, Ga. — Nine 
years after losing his leg in a rock-
et-propelled grenade attack while 
on patrol in Iraq, Sgt. 1st Class 
Josh Olson has reinvented his 
Army career. Going from an In-
fantry squad leader to a wounded 
warrior, he is now a Paralympic 
shooter.

But in October of 2003, Olson’s 
future had been less certain. Re-
cuperating at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center with the loss of 
his right leg still fresh in his mind, 
Olson didn’t know if the last page 
in his Army story had just been 
written. 

He was confi dent he would 
complete rehabilitation in time to 
return to his duty station at Fort 
Campbell, Ky., to welcome home 
his battle buddies returning from 
Iraq. The last time they’d seen 
him, he was being pulled out of 
the wreckage of a Humvee. Ol-
son knew he would walk again 
with the use of prosthesis. What 
he didn’t expect was to discover 
a marksmanship talent that would 
lead him to make history at the 
Paralympic Games.

Nine years since the day that 
changed his life, Olson isn’t just 
still writing his Army story, he is 
creating new chapters as a pioneer 
and inspiration to a generation of 
wounded veterans and Soldiers.

When Olson, a member of the 
U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, 
participates in the 2012 Paralym-
pic Games opening ceremonies 
Aug. 29 in London, he will offi -
cially become the fi rst combat-in-
jured active-duty service member 
to ever take part in the event.

Through competitions and 
World Cups, Olson did well 
enough to secure a spot for the 
U.S. in rifl e competition. In turn, 
the U.S. Selection Committee 
picked Olson to compete in two 
rifl e event at the Games. 

“When I got the call it was such 
a relief,” said Olson, who will 
compete in Mixed 50m Prone 
Rifl e and Mixed 10m Air Rifl e. 
“I felt like 500 pounds was taken 
off my back. I sat down and knew 
I would never have to carry that 
weight again. Now I could focus 
on the games as well as getting the 
new guys here to the unit.”

Historic expansion
The ‘new guys’ Olson refers 

to are injured Soldiers who are 
deemed able to continue serving 
on active duty. This past spring 
the Army approved the historic 
expansion of the USAMU with 
the addition of 24 new Soldiers to 

make up the newly-created Para-
lympic section and a marksman-
ship instructor group. It goes into 
effect Oct. 1. 

While his current focus is train-
ing for the Paralympic Games, he 
is also looking ahead to recruiting 
and mentoring other injured Sol-
diers who are facing similar life-
altering circumstances and career 
changes as he did nine years ago.

“Now, instead of getting injured 
and being told ‘thanks for your 
service’ and you have to get out, 
the Army is affording Soldiers 
the opportunity to stay on active 
duty the same way I was,” Olson 
said. “Now all of that knowledge 
isn’t going to be lost and we can 
incorporate them into our shoot-
ing program and instructor group 
and keep making an impact on our 
Army.”

In many ways, Olson is a pioneer 
-- something that isn’t lost on him. 
The poster child for humility, Ol-
son recognizes he is setting exam-
ples all over the place for Soldiers 
who have been severely injured in 
combat. He said he looks forward 
to the day years from now when 
he can look back on this chapter in 
his life and see its results.

Emerging talent
As part of his rehabilitation at 

Walter Reed, Olson said the nurses 
always tried to encourage patients 
to participate in activities. One of 
the outdoor events Olson took part 
in was a sporting clay shoot. After 
hitting 49 out of the fi rst 50 shots 

that he took, people around him 
took notice. 

The program director at the time 
called the USAMU and asked if 
they were interested in making 
wounded Soldiers into rifl e shoot-
ers. Seven months later after a try-
out and an interview, Olson was 
at Fort Benning assigned to the 
“Home of Champions.”

“Anybody overcoming anything 
in life, if they have a goal, if they 
have something to concentrate on, 
it really helps,” Olson said. “In 
shooting sports, it doesn’t matter 
how old you are or what your ath-
letic ability is. I was pretty good 
at it right away and that’s when I 
realized that this is what I wanted 
to do.”

At the unit he was surrounded by 
world champions, former NCAA 
champions and world-class tal-
ent at every fi ring point. While he 
envisioned having to work hard 
to warrant his new battle buddies’ 
respect, he didn’t know that it had 
already been earned.

“When he fi rst walked through 
that door I said to myself ‘that is 
a Soldier,’” said Staff Sgt. George 
Norton. “That is a Soldier from 
the line who has deployed, who 
has a lot of guidance, and I bet-
ter respect him.’ That was before 
he ever even spoke to me. He had 
that presence.”

Olson worked hard at honing his 
new craft and in just a few years 
was an alternate on the 2008 Para-
lympic team. Not making the team 
stung, Olson admitted, but it was a 

motivational tool that he is reaping 
the benefi ts of this time around. 

“One of the great things about 
shooting sports is even if you shoot 
a perfect score there is always 
some aspect you can improve on,” 
Olson said. “It’s what gets me out 
of bed every day. Some days I am 
tired, don’t want to shoot that day, 
don’t want to put my leg on -- but 
there are people counting on me to 
perform well.”

Olson added that he doesn’t 
hope that those Soldiers who ar-
rive at the unit follow in his foot-
steps but instead blow everything 
he ever did out of the water and 
succeed. That notion isn’t lost on 
Norton or his teammates at the 
unit.

“Shooting is a thing he had 
found very therapeutic,” Norton 
said. “So when he was given that 
opportunity I know he was able to 
use it. When they say he needed 
shooting I think shooting needed 
him, especially the Paralympic 
movement here in the U.S.”

There are open doors
If he isn’t showcasing the Army 

worldwide in a competition or 
providing marksmanship instruc-
tion to Soldiers from around the 
Army, Olson is trying to inspire 
other injured Soldiers and veterans 
to realize that there are opportuni-
ties for them in the world. 

“You may think all the doors are 
closed or shut in your face, but if 
you look hard enough one is going 
to be open,” Olson said. “A lot of 

people quit after they get told no 
time after time. You can’t do that. 
If you keep trying, you’ll fi nd a 
door that opens.”

The selfl ess acts of Olson are 
never lost on those at the USAMU. 
Junior Soldiers see him as some-
one they strive to be, not just as a 
shooter or as a Soldier, but simply 
as a person.

“Sergeant Olson is what makes 
this Army and this country great,” 
said Sgt. Joe Hein. “With what 
he’s gone through and what he’s 
accomplished since he’s been here 
and the people that he’s impacted 
around the world, it’s simply in-
credible. I try to live by his ex-
ample.”

If fans are looking for someone 
to cheer for this summer in Lon-
don, they should cheer for Olson, 
Hein said. 

Olson said that he has been pre-
paring for his moment at the Para-
lympics since he signed into the 
unit seven years ago. He doesn’t 
want to just go to participate in the 
Games -- he wants to be the best 
in the world. 

“I’ve been very fortunate to help 
liberate a country while in combat 
and make history,” Olson said. 
“Well now I get to make history 
again but in a total new battlefi eld, 
in the sports arena. I get to show 
the world a whole new side of a 
U.S. Soldier then they may have 
ever seen. I am going to show the 
world that you can knock a Sol-
dier down but you can’t knock 
him out.”
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Soldier reinvents career, set 
to make Paralympic history
By Michael Molinaro
U.S. Army Marksmanship 
Unit Public Affairs 

PHOTO COURTESY OF USA SHOOTING

Sgt. 1st Class Josh Olson,with the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, competes in an air rifl e match. Olson will become the fi rst combat-wounded active-duty service 
member to compete in the Paralympics when he steps to the fi ring line in London.
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MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
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July 13-19

$2.00 Upcharge for 3D

III TED*- R EVERYDAY 2:00, 7:00 & 9:20
IV BRAVE IN 2D- PG EVERYDAY 2:10 & 7:10

SAVAGES*- R EVERYDAY 9:10

I SPIDERMAN IN 3D PG13
EVERYDAY 2:00 & 9:20
MAGIC MIKE* R EVERYDAY 7:10 ONLY

II ICE AGE: CONTINENTAL DRIFT
IN 3D PG EVERYDAY 2:10, 7:10 & 9:10

III TYLER PERRY’S MADEA’S
WITNESS PROTECTION - PG13
EVERYDAY 2:00, 7:00 & 9:30

I TYLER PERRY’S MADEA’S
WITNESS PROTECTION - PG13
M-F 7:00 • S&S 2:00 & 7:00
SPIDERMAN IN 3D PG13
EVERYDAY 9:20

II ICE AGE: CONTINENTAL DRIFT -
IN 2D PG M-F 7:00 & 9:00 • S&S 2, 7 & 9

I ICE AGE: CONTINENTAL DRIFT
IN 2D - PG EVERYDAY 2:10, 7:10 & 9:10

II SPIDER MAN IN 2D - PG13
EVERYDAY 2:00, 7:00 & 9:40

kiddee Matinee, wedneSday, july 18 • 9:30 aM
COLLEGE CINEMA ~ CHAMPANZEE - G

kiddee Matinee, thurSday, july 19 • 9:30 aM
CLARK CINEMA ~ CHAMPANZEE - G

j k

See “Tiny” For That
Right Budget

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

4218 S. Oates St.
Hwy 231 South

Dothan
334-678-5194

www.runawayrv.net

Enduramax

Come See Me!

Franklin “Tiny” Causey,
for your next new or pre-owned RV!
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Video Game Spotlight >>

(Editor’s note: All opinions stated in the Video Game Spotlight are solely those of the article’s author.)

THREE GREAT BRANDS... ONE GREAT OFFER!
Mike Schmitz Automotive Grouo is proud to announce our
exclusive new Lifetime Warranty on our
pre-owned cars. That’s right, at Mazda of
Dothan, Hyundai of Dothan and Mercedes-
Benz of Dothan, you can be assured that we
will stand by the quality and service of your
pre-owned car purchase for as long as you
own the car. You won’t find this guarantee
anywhere else, so shop here first. Mike
Schmitz Automotive Group—Home of the Lifetime Guarantee!

VISIT US TODAY:
www.MercedesofDothan.com
www.HyundaiofDothan.com
www.MazdaofDothan.com

*Certain restrictions apply. See dealer for complete details.

The pigskin was not reinvented for “NCAA 
Football 13.” While there have been some new 
features added and there is at least the appear-
ance of a new mode, this is very close to what 
we saw in last year’s game. 

But before you throw a yellow fl ag, let’s con-
sider that last year’s game wasn’t so bad and it’s 
not like Electronic Arts grabbed your facemask 
and said, “You’re getting the same game as last 
year only with roster updates and you’ll like it!” 

There are new team run-outs, mascots and 
pre-game traditions. The passing system has 
also been tweaked and the in-game commen-
tary and analysis has been improved. There are 
even new ways to scout players and interact 
with a Dynasty team from the Internet. “NCAA 
Football 13” also offers new drop backs for 
quarterbacks, new pass trajectories (so they 
aren’t all lobs), new moves for the QB to avoid 

sacks, receiver awareness and pass coverages 
that are better disguised. 

The game’s biggest tout so far is the Heis-
man Challenge, a mode that lets gamers play 
a selection of former Heisman Trophy winners 
to see if they can replicate that player’s award-
winning season — on their real-life team or on 
another team. While it does have some bells 
and whistles, this mode really boils down to a 
create-a-player option. Gamers have long been 
able to create their favorite real-life player and 
then stick him on any team in “NCAA Foot-
ball.”

“NCAA Football 13” is better than what 
we saw last year, and it’s still defi nitely worth 
your time. It might feel familiar to those who 
played the game before, but in this case that’s 
perfectly OK. 

Reviewed on Xbox 360

Publisher 
Electronic Arts

Rated 
Everyone
Systems

Xbox 360, PS3
Cost
$60

Overall 
3 out of 4

COURTESY SCREENSHOT

NCAA Football 13 provides more of the same 
By Jim Van Slyke
Contributing Writer

COURTESY SCREENSHOT
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