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Fort Rucker will start using a new post access control 
system Wednesday that both enhances security and sim-
plifies the entry process for visitors to the installation.

The post entered into a contract for the Rapid RCx sys-
tem that allows security officials to better monitor who 
enters the post and when, and also prevents those who 
should not be on post from gaining access, according to 
John Tkac, Directorate of Public Safety chief of physical 
security.

When people come on post Wednesday, security guards 
will scan their IDs at seven gates: Daleville, Enterprise, 
Ozark, Newton and Faulkner, and also at Shell and Cairns 
airfields, Tkac said.

Once the IDs are scanned, information contained on 
the identification is run through several open source da-
tabases that will alert guards to people with issues such 
as warrants out for their arrests, being on terrorist watch 
lists and other problems, such as revocation of post driv-
ing privileges and being on the installation debarment list, 
Tkac said.

“Right now, the only time we catch people on those 
(latter) two lists is when they go through the inspection 
area,” he said. “This system will notify guards right away 

During the Army Emergency Relief cam-
paign members of the Fort Rucker com-
munity have played their share of golf and 
witnessed high-ranking offi cials arrested – 
all for the sake of raising money to support 
Soldiers.

People gathered at the U.S. Army Avia-
tion Museum to offi cially bring an end to a 
campaign designed to raise money to help 
Soldiers that are in need during the 2012 
AER campaign closing ceremony Tuesday.

The campaign ran from March 1 to May 
15 and raised $111,818 with the help of the 
Army Aviation Center Federal Credit Union 
and the 6th Military Police Detachment, ac-
cording to Capt. Thomas Perry, AER cam-
paign coordinator.

“[AACFCU’s] efforts refl ect unwavering 
support for Fort Rucker and our Soldiers,” 
he said. “The 22nd Annual AACFCU golf 
tournament was a huge success and raised 
$15,000 for AER.”

AACFCU hosts a golf tournament every 
year to benefi t AER that offers prizes to its 
participants, said Lisa Hales, vice president 
of marketing for AACFCU, adding that 100 
percent of the sign-up fees and donations 
from the tournament go to AER.

“To my friends at [AACFCU], I want to 
give a special thanks,” said Col. James A. 
Muskopf, Fort Rucker garrison command-
er and AER campaign chairman. “It was a 
great golf tournament this year. You picked 

a great day to do it and it was a phenomenal 
event.”

The 6th MP Detachment also got into 
the fundraising action with its Jail-a-Thon, 
which Perry said was an “absolute success” 
and raised $5,479 for the campaign.

The Jail-a-Thon offered the people on Fort 
Rucker a rare chance to have their friends, 
co-workers and even bosses arrested, for a 

fee.
Muskopf was among the guilty that were 

arrested during the Jail-a-Thon event May 
17, and was charged with issuing arrest 
threats to his administrative staff.

“I was innocent,” he said as he was taken 
into custody during the event. “This year it 
cost me $130 during the Jail-a-Thon.”

The colonel spent $90 to bail himself out 

of the makeshift jail that was setup in the 
post-exchange parking lot and said he spent 
the rest on getting others arrested as pay-
back; following through with the “crime” he 
was accused of.

Others that were arrested during the Jail-a-
Thon included: Justin Mitchell, Fort Rucker 
deputy garrison commander, who was 
charged with running off nearly the entire 
garrison command group in July – possibly 
as a result of his jokes and bad puns; Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Dwaine E. Walters, Fort 
Rucker garrison command sergeant major, 
who was charged with excessive purchases 
of Mountain Dew out of Bldg. 5700’s vend-
ing machine, failure to take his wife on a 
cruise on their anniversary because he gets 
seasick, and permanently departing the gar-
rison July 13; and Ken Mansel, chief of Sup-
port Services Division, who was charged 
with abuse of a Xerox copier because of 
buying poor quality paper, excessive use of 
random acts of kindness, inappropriate work 
attire consisting of Louisiana State Univer-
sity attire, abandoning a motorcycle on sick 
leave and excessive use of Microsoft Pow-
erpoint.

The money that was collected during the 
Jail-a-Thon for either the cost of having 
someone arrested or the cost to post bail 
went to benefi t the AER campaign.

Events like the Jail-a-thon enable AER 
to raise money and every year Fort Rucker 
raises about $250,000 for AER locally, 

ATSCOM, 164th TAOG gets new commander

ID scanning system 
enhances security 

Children dance to the music in front of the band. during the Music Under the Alabama Stars concert May 17. The next concert 
will take place June 15 on Howze Field and will be a special event celebrating the Army’s birthday. 
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Soldiers and Families said their goodbyes as 
Fort Rucker bid farewell to one of its command-
ers and welcomed a new commander to the Air 
Traffi c Services Command and 164th Theater 
Airfi eld Operations Group.

The ceremony began as fl owers and recogni-
tion were presented to the Families of the incom-
ing and outgoing commanders.

The offi cial change of command took place 
with the traditional passing of the colors from 
outgoing commander Col. James R. Macklin, 
to Lt. Gen. Howard B. Bromberg, deputy com-
manding general and chief of staff of the U.S. 
Army Forces Command, to the incoming com-
mander, Col. Michael L. Shenk, symbolizing the 
relinquishment of command from the outgoing 
to the incoming commander.

Shenk expressed his gratitude and appreciation 
to his Family as well to those in attendance, and 
and said he plans to earn their trust by maintain-
ing an ethical organization.

“Every leader of … organizations should serve 

with these concepts in mind,” he said. “[These 
concepts] demand leadership of each other, dem-
onstrate followership to our superiors and pro-
vide counsel to our subordinates.”

Bromberg took to the podium during the cer-
emony and praised Shenk as he welcomed the 
Family to Fort Rucker.

He said Shenk was a proven leader who has 
“immense capability, worthy” of the increased re-
sponsibility he will take on as the new ATSCOM 
and 164th TAOG commander.

“In the past 24 years, [Shenk] has served in the 
most challenging assignments in our Army,” said 
Bromberg. “Those same jobs and unique experi-
ences make him especially qualifi ed to lead this 
organization.”

The general also expressed excitement to be 
in the home of Army Aviation, and voiced his 
appreciation for the amount of effort it took to 
conduct the ceremony, adding that it was only 
fi tting that it take place surrounded by history.

“This venue provides all of us with a tangible 
sense of our history and tradition, and this morning 

SEE COMMANDER, PAGE A7

AER campaign raises more than $100,000

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Col. James A. Muskopf, Fort Rucker garrison commander and Army Emergency Relief chairman, 
presents a check for $111,818 that was raised for the AER campaign raised to Mimi Brooks, Army 
Emergency Relief offi cer, during the 2012 AER campaign closing ceremony at the U.S Army Aviation 
Museum Tuesday.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Lt. Gen. Howard B. Bromberg, deputy commanding general and chief of staff of U.S. 
Army Forces Command, passes the unit colors to Col. Michael L. Shenk, incoming 
commander of the Air Traffi c Services Command and 164th Theater Airfi eld Opera-
tions Group, to symbolize the change of command at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum 
Tuesday.

Music Under the Alabama Stars

SEE AER, PAGE A7

SEE SYSTEM, PAGE A7



(Editor’s note: This article is 
reprinted from the DOD Live 
blog. U.S. Army Maj. Lan T. 
Dalat, Force Design Analyst for 
Force Design Division of AR-
CIC shares his story in honor of 
Asian American and Pacifi c Is-
lander Heritage Month.)

 It is not too often that an Army 
Soldier and the former Top Gun 
commander of the Navy share 
a common bond in history. But 
in an event in Garden Grove, 
Calif., I fi nally got to thank the 
Naval offi cers and crew mem-
bers who saved my life nearly 31 
years ago on the other side of the 
world.

On April 21, retired Vice Adm. 
Adam M. Robinson Jr. addressed 
a crowd of nearly 2,000 people 
inside Crystal Cathedral at the 
beginning of a ceremony that 
highlighted the achievements of 
the “Lucky Few” during Opera-
tion Frequent Wind.

Robinson brought to light the 
efforts of Sailors aboard the USS 
Kirk, a destroyer with a mis-
sion to escort an aircraft carrier. 
It took on a new role April 30, 
1975, when the Kirk and its crew 
took on the mission to rescue 
more than 30,000 Vietnamese 
refugees in the South China Sea.

Along with Robinson were 
other former commanding offi -
cers of the USS Kirk and the USS 
Ranger, who shared stories of 
their efforts in rescuing refugees.  
Retired Navy Capt. Dan A. Ped-
ersen, who commanded the USS 
Ranger CV-61 “Top Gun,” spoke 
about rescuing these starved and 
dehydrated people fl oating in a 
barely seaworthy 35-foot wood-
en boat.

During his speech, he asked a 
woman in the audience to stand 
up for recognition. That woman 
was my mother, Ton Nu Cam 
Quy, who took extreme risk when 
she put all of her four children 
into that wooden boat, seeking 
freedom outside of Vietnam.

“Cam Quy went on and raised 

four wonderful children and 
turned them into active contrib-
uting members of the United 
States,” Pedersen said. “They all 
graduated from college and now 
one of them is serving in the 
military.”

Pedersen then called for me 
to stand up in the audience. As I 
stood there, I thought about how 
a decision that was made some 
31 years ago on the South China 
Sea had made such a profound 
impact in my life today.

When I was a young boy 
growing up in Orange County, I 
forgot about my status as a refu-
gee.  I was busy training with 
the cross country team to earn 
a varsity letter and working af-
ter school to help my struggling 
mother with the bills.

One day, I went to a surplus 
store to look for cheap camping 
equipment, I discovered a navy 
blue baseball cap with the bold 
print USS Ranger CV-61along 
with a silhouette of the ship.  Im-
mediately, I was fascinated by 
that discovery and began my ef-

fort to fi nd members of this ship 
to thank them for saving my life. 
My search was short, since the 
ship was decommissioned.

Then, I thought to myself, 
“What would I say when I ac-
tually fi nd the member of that 
ship?”

That brainstorming session 
led me to a decision of joining 
the military after my high school 
graduation.  I enlisted in the 
Army Reserve.

As a Reservist, I had to fi nd a 
full-time job to support myself 
and to help my Family. I attend-
ed a junior college at night and 
worked full time during the day.  
I did this for several years until 
I was “let go” from my civilian 
job for deploying with the Army 
Reserve on a long training mis-
sion in Korea. Returning home 
without a job, I decided to focus 
on my education and applied 
for the Army ROTC program at 
California State University, Ful-
lerton.

With the support of my cousin, 
Becky Nguyen, I attended the 

university full time. I was des-
perate to fi nd someone from the 
USS Ranger to thank. Fortunate-
ly for me, the Internet allowed 
me to expand my search world-
wide. Within weeks of moving 
my quest online, the U.S. Navy 
responded.

Prior to my graduation from 
college, I was reunited with Ped-
ersen, who commanded the ship 
that rescued my Family.  My ef-
fort paid off.  I had the opportuni-
ty to thank the skipper in person 
for saving my life and the lives 
of so many boat people on that 
hot day of March 20, 1981, from 
the deadly South China Sea.

In 1997, I graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree and earned a 
commission in the Army.

Today, we met again in a place 
where thousands of Vietnamese 
Americans (who had once been 
refugees, “the boat people”) had 
come to share their success sto-
ries and thanking the Navy and 
the United States of America for 
the freedom and the opportunity 
to live the American Dream.
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Perspective

Retired Navy Capt. Dan A. Pedersen and his wife, Beth, reunite with Maj. Lan T. Dalat and his mother, Cam Quy Ton (2nd left), at Crystal Cathedral, Garden Grove, Calif., April 21.
COURTESY PHOTO

Sgt. 1st Class 
Robert Young, 
NCO Academy

“I usually take a break 
and enjoy my time off 
— defi nitely a freedom I 
partake of.”

“Fly a fl ag.” “Show your patriotism.” “Talk to veterans and learn 
about the past. Let them 
know you appreciate them 
and they’re not forgotten.”

Spc. Garrett Keys, 
A Co., 1st Bn., 
11 Avn. Regt.

WO1 Eric DiGiovanna, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 145 Avn. 

Regt.

David DeAvila, 
Warrant Offi cer 

Candidate

How can you show your support for 
our military on Memorial Day?“ ”

 “I spend time with my 
dad. He’s in the Navy.”

Shane Merrell, 
Family member
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Flier, Public Affairs Offi ce, U.S. 
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By Maj. Lan T. Dalat
Army Capabilities Integration 
Center

A story of rescue, reunion
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The Fort Rucker Community 
Spouses Club gave a record dona-
tion of $4,000 to the Carroll High 
School band for the purchase of 
much-needed percussion equip-
ment. 

Members of the Spouses Club, 
including Kim Crutchfi eld, Esther 
Muskopf, Sandi Farrington and 
Patti Galli, surprised band mem-
bers with the gift during a dinner 
May 17 at First Methodist Church 
of Ozark. 

Band director Josh Williams 
said the money would go to pur-
chase new percussion instruments, 
particularly bass drums, for the 
upcoming marching season. The 
new equipment will replace the 
current instruments which were 
bought in the mid 1990s. 

“These will last a long time. 
They’re high quality,” he said. 
“Our percussionists are working 
under their instructor to reach the 
highest performance level expect-
ed of a drum line. They’re the ones 
that really keep the band going on 
the fi eld. They’re the ones provid-
ing the beat.” 

The spouses club has given out 
more than $17,000 in scholarships 
this year, but very few welfare re-
quests have come in, according to 

Cindy Carrell, welfare chair. Be-
cause of this, the club had funds 
available to meet the need of the 
school. 

“We’re proud to be able to sup-
port our community – not just our 
Soldiers and Families on post, 
but our community supporters as 

well,” said Kim Crutchfi eld, wife 
of Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutch-
fi eld, U.S. Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence and Fort Rucker 
commanding general.

“This one was also special to us 
because it’s an arts program,” add-
ed Christin James, club president. 

“I know funding is being cut for 
arts programs, so if we can sup-
port the school and give them what 
they need, we want to do that.” 

The spouses club is a nonprofi t 
service organization serving Fort 
Rucker and surrounding areas, 
James explained, so members are 

always looking for opportunities 
to give scholarships and provide 
funds for welfare requests.

“We want to grow our pro-
gram,” she said. “We would like 
to double the amount of money 
available so we’re been looking 
for people to contribute funds for 
that.” 

Throughout the year, the club 
sponsors events like cupcake 
bake-offs, bag sales and the annual 
Hollyday Mart to raise money to 
fulfi ll requests, James said. It also 
sponsors community events like 
Sweetheart Bingo, where seniors 
from all the local senior centers 
are invited to play bingo, and the 
Fairy Godmother Project, which 
provides free prom dresses and 
jewelry for low-income teens. 

James encourages potential 
members to consider joining the 
club, even if they can’t make it to 
the monthly luncheons, because 
membership dues contribute to 
the scholarship and welfare funds. 
The club is mostly inactive during 
the summer but will start back up 
with the “super sign-up” member-
ship drive in August. 

To learn more about the Fort 
Rucker Community Spouses Club 
or to fi ll out an online membership 
form, scholarship application 
or welfare request, visit www.
ftruckercsc.com.    

Spouses club gives $4,000 to school
By Angela Williams
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Josh Williams, Carroll High School band director, and Michelle McDonald, assistant band director holding Evan McDonald, 2, 
accept a check for $4,000 from Fort Rucker Community Spouses Club members Cindy Carrell and Christin James.  

News Briefs
Change of command

The Aviation Center Logistics Command hosts a 
change of command ceremony Wednesday at 10 a.m. 
in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

Help wanted
The Army Community Service Employment Readi-

ness staff stands ready to help members of the Fort 
Rucker community fi nd jobs. The staff maintains a list 
of job opportunities in the area, and can also give out 
tips and inform about resources to help people fi nd the 
right job for them. 

Some current opportunities on employment readi-
ness’ “hard to fi ll” list include: pet groomer, licensed 
practical nurse, certifi ed management accountant, 
retail sales in a children’s store, emergency medical 
technician, dental assistant, and medical billing and 
coding.

For more on employment readiness’ services, call 
255-3949.

Vacation Bible School
The Fort Rucker Religious Support Offi ce invites the 

children of the post and Wiregrass Community to the 
free “Babylon: Daniel’s Courage in Captivity” Vacation 
Bible School June 4-8 from 8:30-11:30 a.m. daily at the 
Main Post Chapel and Spiritual Life Center Complex, 
Bldgs. 8940 and 8939.  VBS is a Christian children’s 
ministry program teaching concepts that all Christian 
faiths hold in common. VBS is open to children in 
kindergarten through sixth grade.  For registration, 
contact Dr. Nancy Jankoski by Monday by calling 
255-3946, or emailing nancy.b.jankoski.civ@mail.mil. 

Clothing sales hours
The military clothing sales store’s operating hours 

have changed. The store is closed Sundays, and open 
Mondays-Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Satur-
days from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For more, call 598-9423.

DHR closure
The Fort Rucker Directorate of Human Resources 

will close for its organizational day on June 8 at 11:30 
a.m. and will reopen June 11 at 7:30 a.m. 

The closure will include the Army continuing edu-
cation center, Army Substance Abuse Program and 
the military personnel division –Defense Enrollment 
Eligibility System and ID card section, in and out pro-
cessing, reassignment, and transition and retirement 
services. 

Also, people should call ahead as there will be lim-
ited staffi ng with the Army Career and Alumni Pro-
gram, 255-2558, and casualty operations and mortuary 
affairs at 255-1813. 

For emergencies, call 332-9672 or 432-2070.

ID card section
People who need a common access card or military 

ID card who are in a hurry can make an appointment 
by calling 255-2437 or 255-2182. 

When people call for an appointment, they will be 
screened and advised of any documentation they need 
to bring. Walk-ins will continue to be served on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. 

As a reminder, people may experience delays from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Be on the lookout
Shaw Pest Controllers recently began pavement veg-

etation control. Shaw will continue to treat the parking 
areas, streets, runways, taxiways and other paved ar-
eas of Fort Rucker and the various airfi elds until late 
September. The Shaw employees will be operating in 
a slow moving utility vehicle with a yellow caution 
light. People are asked to use caution when approach-
ing the vehicle.

For a schedule of dates, places and times of the treat-
ments, call 255-1763.

Speeding leads to suspension
A new regulation is in place for all motor vehicle op-

erators driving on Fort Rucker, according to Director-
ate of Public Safety offi cials. Driving privileges will 
be suspended for all motor vehicle operators cited for 
speeding 20 mph in excess of the posted speed limit. 

Suspended driving shall not exceed three months for 
each offense for those cited.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-

Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and also the fi rst Satur-
day of the month from 8 a.m. to noon, unless it falls on 
a holiday weekend and then the shop will be open on 
the second Saturday. 

The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted items. 
People can drop off donations at any time in the shed 
behind the shop (former Armed Forces Bank building) 
located in front of the theater next door to the bowling 
alley. Donations are tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

And the winner is...
Nailah Augustin (center), sixth grade student at Windham Elementary School in Daleville, poses with Sgt. 1st Class David T. Kintz, Fort Rucker chief equal opportunity adviser; James Bouiye, her grand-
father; Tiffany Augustin, her mother; and Lt. Col. Glenn Moore, executive offi cer for the Air Traffi c Services Command, shortly after learning she won the Fort Rucker African-American History essay 
contest May 18. Augustin’s essay won the competition sponsored by post EO and ATSCOM. The contest included fi fth and sixth grade students from Fort Rucker, Ozark, Daleville and Enterprise.

PHOTO BY JIM HUGHES
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WASHINGTON — Service members and their Families 
will be able to enter all of America’s national parks free of 
charge for a year under an initiative announced May 15.

The pass — the America the Beautiful National Parks 
and Federal Recreation Lands Annual Pass, which normally 
costs $80 – became available to service members and their 
Family members on Armed Forces Day Saturday.

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar made the announcement 
May 15, along with National Park Service Director Jon 
Jarvis, at a ceremony at Colonial National Historical Park 
in Yorktown, Va., the site of the last major battle of the 
Revolutionary War. The area surrounding the park hosts 
installations from all the military services, including the 
world’s largest naval base.

“I think when one goes into Virginia and you see all the 
sites, the Yorktown battlefi eld and the whole history of 
the country, it’s important that those who have fought in 
the tradition of making sure the nation’s democracy and 
freedom are protected also have access to these wonderful 
sites there,” Salazar said yesterday in a conference call 
with reporters.

The passes allow the holder and passengers in a single 
private vehicle access to some 2,000 sites that charge per 
vehicle. At sites where entrance fees are charged per person, 
it covers the pass owner and three adults age 16 and older.

The National Park Service estimates that giving away the 
passes to service members and their Families will result in a 
revenue loss between $2 million and $6 million, but Jarvis 
said that won’t cause a signifi cant impact on the agency, 
which collects about $150 million in fees each year.

Military personnel can get the passes at any national 
park or wildlife refuge that charges an entrance fee by 
showing their military ID. Family members also will be 
able to obtain their own pass, even if the service member is 

deployed or if they are traveling separately.
The pass will be accepted at National Park Service, U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Bureau 
of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Army 
Corps sites that charge entrance or standard amenity fees.

The free pass will be made available for activated 
members of the National Guard and Reserves, but not for 
military veterans or retirees, whom Jarvis said have other 
opportunities for free or reduced admission, such as the 
National Park Service’s “Access Pass” or a seniors pass for 
those 62 and older.

Jarvis, a 40-year Park Service employee, said that while 
the free passes are a fi rst, they are representative of the parks’ 
history with the military, which dates back to the Buffalo 
Soldiers’ battles with Native Americans in the mid-1800s 
and the recruitment of former military members to serve as 
park rangers under the fi rst NPS director, Stephen T. Mather. 
The Park Service maintains many military historical sites 
from Gettysburg to Pearl Harbor, and in World War II even 
closed some parks, such as Mount Rainier in Washington 
state, to all but active military members, he said.

Right after World War II, the Park Service invested heavily 

in infrastructure to prepare the parks for returning service 
members, Jarvis said. Today’s generation of warriors also 
deserves a deep connection to the parks, he said.

“From my perspective, it is incredibly important to return 
this group of returning military members to their national 
parks,” Jarvis said. “Nothing is more core to the American 
experience than the national parks. These are places for 
quiet and contemplation and to reconnect to the American 
experience. And we don’t want there to be any barriers to 
that.”

The free pass initiative is part of the “Joining Forces” 
campaign First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden, 
wife of Vice President Joe Biden, launched last year to rally 
Americans around supporting service members and their 
Families.

“Our nation owes a debt of gratitude to our servicemen 
and women who make great sacrifi ces to protect our 
country and preserve our freedom,” Dr. Biden said in a 
White House statement. “In recognition of their service, 
we are so pleased to be putting out a welcome mat for our 
military families at America’s most beautiful and storied 
sites.”

Service members, Families get 
free pass to national parks
By Lisa Daniel
American Forces Press Service
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WASHINGTON — It’s possible the Army 
could be cut to 400,000 if the sequestration 
option spelled out in the Budget Control Act 
of 2011 goes into effect, the Army’s chief of 
staff said May 17.

The Army is already planning on cutting 
80,000 active-duty Soldiers from the force 
over the next fi ve years, which will bring the 
active end strength down to 490,000 Soldiers. 
Were sequestration to kick in, Army leaders 
expect the cuts it brings could mean the loss 
of an additional 100,000 Soldiers. Those 
Soldiers would come from both the active and 
reserve components.

“If we have sequestration, it will affect 
both the active and reserve component,” said 
Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Raymond 
T. Odierno. “It depends on what balance we 
pick. But what I talk about a lot is: 70,000 
out of the active, 30,000 out of the reserve; 
80,000 out of the active, 20,000 out of the 
reserve. Some number around there is what 
we would expect.”

With that, he said, he expects the active 
component of the Army could be reduced 
to anywhere between 400,000 to 425,000 
Soldiers. The National Guard might lose 
an additional 20,000 Soldiers and the Army 
Reserve might lose an additional 10,000.

“It would be quite signifi cant,” the general 
said, speaking May 17 on Capitol Hill, before 
an audience at a Senate Caucus breakfast.

“If we have sequestration, the problem 
we have is with this balance between end 
strength, readiness and modernization,” he 
said. “I think it’s going to be really hard for 
us to create this right balance we need, and 
secondly I think it’s going to impact not only 
end strength, (but) it’ll impact our ability to 
train and be ready. And it will signifi cantly 
impact our modernization programs. It’s a 
template for hollowing out the force.”

As part of the Budget Control Act of 
2011, lawmakers who were part of a “super 
committee” last year were tasked with fi nding 
$1.2 trillion in savings, or risk across-the-
board reductions in funding. Because a 
resolution was not reached, as much as half 
that amount could now automatically be cut 
from the Department of Defense through 
sequestration.

“The thing about sequestration that is also 
bothersome, even though the amount of cuts 
are in my mind unreasonable, it’s the fact that 
we don’t have any choice on where those cuts 
are directed,” Odierno said. “It’s a percentage 
cut out of every line item that we have. And so 
it would completely have signifi cant impact 
on our modernization programs.”

Reset and readiness
The Army’s chief of staff also told 

lawmakers that “reset” is going well. Reset 
is the process the Army uses for the recovery 
of personnel, units and equipment from the 
war that was fought in Iraq, and the ongoing 
confl ict in Afghanistan.

Odierno said equipment that has come 
back to the United States and has been reset 
is now being provided to Soldiers back 
home for training purposes. The availability 
of that equipment for Soldier training helps 
those Soldiers and their units increase their 
readiness level for the next confl icts.

“We now have some MRAPS (mine-
resistant, ambush-protected vehicles) we can 
train on,” Odierno said. “One of the real issues 

was we weren’t having a lot of our counter-
improvised explosive device equipment, we 
didn’t have enough, to do training on. So the 
fi rst time they’d see it was when they got into 
theater.”

But Odierno told lawmakers that there is 
an “incredible amount” of equipment still in 
Afghanistan. And until that equipment is back 
in the United States and made available to 
Soldiers for training purposes, those Soldiers 
and their units will face readiness issues.

“When you don’t have the equipment, it’s 
more diffi cult to train, so it is going to take 
several years to do this,” he said.

The general told lawmakers that the Army 
is going to retool the Army force generation 
process, known as ARFORGEN, it used to 
provide fi ghting forces to Iraq and Afghanistan 
to keep forces back in the United States at the 
appropriate level of readiness for potential 
future confl icts.

“We are going to modify (ARFORGEN) in 
such a way that will enable us to make sure 

that we have units at (a) signifi cant high level 
of readiness, getting ready to have a high 
level,” he said.

The highest level of readiness, C-1, is for 
units that are fully equipped and trained to 
go to a confl ict, and who know where they 
are going and are prepared for deployment 
to that particular area. The lowest level of 
readiness, C-5, is for units that are completely 
unprepared for deployment.

“Some units will be at a C-3 level of 
readiness,” Odierno said. “We are going to 
direct that to ensure we have ready forces, 
even as we go through this transition period. 
Our goal is to get as many into that ‘ready 
category’ as possible.”

Still, Odierno said there will be some units 
at a very low level of readiness until equipment 
comes back from Afghanistan.

Suicides, sexual assault
Also on the mind of the Army’s senior 

offi cer is dealing with suicides in the force, and 
with sexual assault and sexual harassment.

“We are all in on sexual harassment and 
sexual assault,” Odierno said. “We have 
a lot of work to do. It is a culture. We have 
to change the culture in our Army. We get 
people from all over our country. And we are 
going to bring them into our Army and talk 
to them about the Army culture, the Army 
culture of values and ethics, the Army culture 
of Soldiers taking care of Soldiers we will not 
allow this type of behavior to permeate our 
profession.”

The number of suicides in the army is 
up this year, Odierno said, and will perhaps 
exceed the number of suicides that occurred 
in any other year. The source of the suicide 
problem, Odierno told lawmakers, is diffi cult 
for the Army to pin down.

“I can’t tell you why that is happening and 
that is what’s vexing to me,” he said. “There 
are no trends.”

The solution, to the suicide problem, he 
said, might be clearer.

“I do know it’s about intervention, it’s about 
Soldiers knowing Soldiers, it’s about leaders 
understanding Soldier issues,” he said. “We 
are going to continue to work this problem as 
hard as we can.”
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Odierno: Sequestration 
could lead to hollow Army
By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Raymond T. Odierno tells a Senate Caucus breakfast May 17 that sequestration 
under the Budget Control Act could mean the loss of 100,000 Soldiers.

PHOTO BY C. TODD LOPEZ
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according to Muskopf.
“[AER] is a great service provided by the Army for its Sol-

diers to keep our Soldiers out of fi nancial [trouble],” he said, 
adding that the focus of the program is to help get struggling 
Soldiers “get back on their feet.”

As the ceremony came to a close, Muskopf made sure not 
to forget some of the key members of the AER campaign that 
he said would not have happened if it weren’t for them.

“I brag on Mimi Brooks every chance I get,” he said. “She 
is my Army Emergency Relief offi cer and she’s the best 
part.

“I cannot say enough about Mimi Brooks for what she 
does,” said the colonel. “She’s the right person for the job 
and it’s an absolute honor to see her in action.”

He also thanked other members of the campaign includ-
ing the campaign coordinator Perry, 2nd Lt. Seth Thompson, 
AER assistant campaign coordinator, and W01 Lissa Yawn, 
AER assistant campaign coordinator, and presented them 
with certifi cates of appreciation.

“All three volunteered and they took this on,” said Musko-
pf. “They made sure everything was happening the way it 
should and [AER] couldn’t have done this without them.”

if the person is on one of 
those lists.”

The system also vali-
dates people’s IDs and 
alerts guards to fraudulent 
identification, he added. 
And the process is near-
instantaneous.

“The scanning process 
is sub-two seconds,” he 
said. “The guard will 
swipe the ID and within 
two seconds will have a 
response back on whether 
things are good to go or if 
there is an issue.”

The types of IDs the 
system can scan include 
Common Access Cards, 
Department of Defense, 
retired military and de-
pendent ID cards, and all 
U.S. and Canadian driv-
ers licenses, the security 
chief said.

People should still use 
the same IDs they used 
previously to gain access 
to the post – people with 
military IDs and CACs 
should present them when 
approaching the gate, and 
visitors should use drivers 
licenses. People wanting 
to enter the post without 
a scannable ID, such as a 
passport, will need to go 
to the inspection area for 
entry, Tkac said.

The biggest change to 
procedure will be with 
visitors, he said. Previ-
ously, visitors had to 
enter post through the 
inspection areas of the 
gates. Now, they just 
pull up to the guards and 
present their drivers li-
censes.

He warned, though, 
that the new system does 

not mean that visitors 
will never be asked to go 
through the inspection 
area, as random measures 
will still be taken. Inspec-
tions will also be done on 
high-risk vehicles, such 
as panel vans and delivery 
trucks whose occupants 
do not possess a Rapid 
Gate credential or valid 
military ID.

Tkac advises everyone 
to have their vehicle reg-
istration, proof of insur-
ance and ID at the ready 
when entering post.

“It’s a good system. I 
think people visiting the 
installation will probably 
like it because they’re not 
required to go through 
the inspection area every 
time,” Tkac said. “And on 
the installation side, it’s 
a great tool because we 
can reach out and check 
other sources — bounce 
people’s identification 
off of the databases to see 
if they are wanted or are 
criminals.” 

The system also comes 
with options for security 
officials to use to monitor 
who’s coming on post and 
how often they are com-
ing on, he said.

While the system is 
fast, and security guards 
received hands-on train-
ing with the creators of 
the system, Tkac admits 
there may be a learning 
curve while personnel ad-
just to the system.

“We’ll be out there 
closely monitoring things 
and have plans in place 
to minimize the effect at 
peak traffic times — we 
don’t want to hold up traf-
fic while everyone adjusts 

to the system,” he said. 
But the system is pretty 

user friendly, according 
to Marvin Brandon, chief 
of the Department of the 
Army security guards.

“The guards received 
training, were able to ask 
the subject matter experts 
questions about the new 
system and did some trial 
runs at some of the gates,” 
he said. “The system 
looks a lot like the scan-
ners you see at a grocery 
store. The guards scan the 
ID, and it either comes up 
green that they’re good to 
go, or alerts them to an 
issue that security needs 
to look into further.”

Fort Rucker isn’t the 
first to order the system, 
as Tkac said Fort Drum, 
N.Y., and Fort McCoy, 
Wis., have been using it 
for a while, with rave re-
views on the system.

“I spoke to the security 
people at Drum and they 
said there was no differ-
ence in the time to get on 
the installation — they 
really like it,” he said. 

ARMYFLIER.COM  ❘  MAY 24, 2012  ★  A7

we’re surrounded by this history,” he 
said. “I’m glad everybody could be here 
today in this great museum … that shows 
the honor and courage of great Aviation 
Soldiers throughout history.”

Along with honoring Shenk, Bromberg 
also showed his appreciation to Macklin, 
who will be moving on to assume chief 
of staff duties at the U.S. Army Avia-
tion and Missile Life Cycle Management 
Command at Redstone Arsenal. 

Macklin seemed amazed that his time 
on Fort Rucker had already come and 
gone.

“It seems like just yesterday we were 
in this museum and I assumed command 
of this amazing organization,” he said. 
“As I sat back and refl ected on my time 
here, I was struck with such apprecia-
tion for the incredible professionalism of 

both the military members and the great 
civilians that make up ATSCOM and the 
TAOG.”

Bromberg also expressed his admira-
tion for the members of ATSCOM and 
164th TAOG. He conveyed his appre-
ciation to the organizations, adding that 
they trained over 1,100 Soldiers in 17 
different states.

“In my estimation, this team’s work is 
both critical and essential to our nation 
and what we do every single day,” he 
said. “There is no greater privilege [for] 
American Soldiers than commanding 
this organization; a truly one-of-a-kind 
outfi t. It’s a rare and very special oppor-
tunity.”

As the ceremony came to a close, 
Shenk said the success of the organiza-
tion depends on its leaders, adding that 
the leaders are the ones who are respon-
sible and accountable for where the or-

ganization will be in the future.
“I feel like the Army got it right select-

ing [Shenk] to come here,” said Macklin. 

“I’ve known [him] for years, and I know 
he’s going to do well and move the orga-
nization to another level.”

3332 West Main Street
Dothan, AL 36303

(½ Mile Outside The Circle On 84W)

(334) 793-6011
Check our website: lattamusic.com
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Dothan’s
“Learn To Play” Store

Mon.-Fri. 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM

These are just a few of the
great buys available.

5
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ONLY
!Pre-Memorial Day Reduction

SALE
• Demos - Trade Ins

• Close-outs
• Been Here Too Long

Grands
Starting

At
$4995

Baldwin • Kawai • Knabe • Roland • Samick

Pianos • Grands • Organs • Digitals
Trade-Ins Welcome • All Major Credit Cards Accepted

HURRY!
Quantities Limited!

Practice Upright Pianos . . . . . . . . starting at $29500

Samick Digital Piano/Weighted Keys . . . . . . . . $79500

Kawai Digital Piano/88 Key Weighted . . . . . . $119500

Roland Digital Piano/88 Key Weighted . . . . . $129500

Pramberger/Samick Console Piano . . . New $269500

Kawai New Console Piano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $349500

Baldwin Professional Upright Piano . . . . . . . $499500

Knabe 5’0 Grand Piano, Walnut, Pre-owned . $599500

Kawai Baby Grand Piano, New . . . . . . . . . . . . $799500

Roland Player Grand Piano, New . . . . . . . . . . $999500

Knabe 6’1” Grand Piano, New . . . . . . . . . . $10,99500
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Commander: Shenk stresses value of leadership
Continued from Page A1

System: Visitors’ IDs will be 
scanned at every gate
Continued from Page A1

AER: Post raises 
more than $200K
Continued from Page A1
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Real Estate Showcase

• Trusted 38 Years
• Quality Service Pinnacle

2009, 2010 & 2011
• 2008, 2007, 2005 #1 Century

21 Office In Alabama
• Top 21 Producing

Century 21 Office In
Alabama 1995-2011

• Top 21 Century 21 Office
in the Southeast Region
1988-2011

www.c21regencyrealty.com
531 Boll Weevil Circle

334.347.0048

Each office is Independently Owned and Operated

199 CR 748

$259,900: Fabulous Dupree Point: 3 BR/2 BA, hardwood, ceramic, office
and lots more in this beautiful brick home. Huge private back yard.

291 Trent

$197,500: Fabulous 4 BR/3 full BA brick home in cul de sac. Freshly
painted throughout. Just like new.

$259,900: Beautiful well-maintained home in Cotton Creek. Oversized
garage and lot. Spacious open floor plan.

$9,950: Unbelievable price on this Shell Landing lot. Ready to build your
dream home on, great location and price.

118 Brian

$53,000: Investors
delight: Long term
lease. 2 BR/1.5
townhouse.

INVEST ~ LAND
151 Geneva Hwy .26 - .50 +/- $8,000
Boll Weevil Circle 37 +/- acres $484,000
624 Boll Weevil Circle .75 +/- $499,000
1109 Boll Weevil Circle 3.29 +/- acres $795,000
620 Boll Weevil Circle 2.50 +/- acres $995,000

501 Plaza $19,900
646 N Hwy 231 $175,000
300 N Edwards $199,900
367 N Hwy 231 $374,900
1106 Rucker Blvd $474,900
913 Rucker Blvd $799,998

PAT LEGGETT
334-406-7653

pat@c21regencyrealty.com

202 Ashbrook

INVEST ~ BUSINESS

View more pictures of these homes at www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on

Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

108 RED CLIFF: 4 BR/3 BA, 2400 +/- sq. ft., many sky-
lights, tall ceilings, dramatic landscaping and a gorgeous
front entrance. 2 possible master suites and a window seat
in another bedroom. The kitchen has stainless appliances
and large sized tile. Private backyard has a dog pen and
fireplace. New roof in April, 2012. $224,000 MAGGIE
HAAS 334-389-0011

NEW LISTING

1105 ALBERTA STREET HAMPTON COVE,
ENTERPRISE, AL 36330

3 UNITS AVAILABLE, 2/2, ALL APPLIANCES,
W/D HOOK-UP, BALCONY, NO PETS. SUMMER
SPECIAL-$625 (12 MO. LS), $650 (6 MO. LS).

1/2 OFF 1ST MONTH’S RENT WITH A 12
MONTH LEASE! GREAT LOCATION, ACROSS

FROM PUBLIX! AVAILABLE NOW!

OPEN SUNDAY 2:00 – 4:00
NEW LISTING: 106 VINTAGE: Beautiful Tudor

style home in great neighborhood. Zoned for Holly
Hill Elementary School. 3 BR/2 BA, formal living

and dining room, large eat in kitchen, grand room
with fireplace, large sunroom with fully screened

windows and 2 car garage. All situated on a large
well landscaped lot. $179,500

BOB KUYKENDALL 334-369-8534
Directions: Boll Weevil Circle to right on Shell Field Road, right

on Hickory Bend, right on Vintage Lane, 3rd house on left

FOR RENT

REGENCY MANAGEMENT, INC.
347-0049

View more pictures of these homes at www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on

Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

691 ARD:
country hideaway. 66 +/- acres of views and seclusion, land
has been selectively cleared creating beautiful pastures and
wildlife habitat, 3 bedroom 2 bath home has an open floor
plan with a wood burning fireplace, large kitchen with stain-
less appliances. Multiple outbuildings -- large barn with office,
pole barn, garage/workshop with guest quarters, and a garden
shed. $265,000 JUDY DUNN 334-301-5656

66 ACRES

211 WINDOVER WAY: Come see the neighborhood! Convenient
to Ft Rucker back gate. Brick garden home on cul de sac. Easy
maintenance, pantry, sunroom, new roof 2009, fresh interior
paint, ceramic tile in kitchen & bathrooms, walk in closet in MBA.
JACKIE THOMPSON 334-406-1231

$119,900

143 ROSEMOUNT: Live on the Wetlands Reserve golf course
at Tartan Pines, 3 BR/2 BA, 2000+ sq. ft., granite counter tops,
custom shutters, wrought iron fence & huge laundry room with
separate storage closet. After playing golf enjoy sitting on your
front or back covered patio & beautiful landscaping. $264,000
JIMMY JONES 334-406-1752

TARTAN PINES

Heroism.
Dedication.

Courage.
Service.

Never forgotten.
Have a safe

UNDER
CONTRACT

View more pictures of these homes at www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on

Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

BEAUTIFUL HOME, hardwood floors throughout, custom
cabinets, granite counter tops, stainless appliances, pretty cus-
tom trim package & custom built mantel. Claw foot tub & tiled
shower in MBA. Custom cabinets and sink in laundry room, huge
lot (1.05 +/-) with mature hardwood trees, plenty of room for a
pool. $295,500 BOB KUYKENDALL 334-369-8534

58 CR 171: HUNTER RIDGE

291 TRENT: Fabulous 4 BR/3 full BA brick home in cul de
sac. Freshly painted throughout. Just like new. $197,500
PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653

NEW LISTING

151 PR 1206: WOW! A secluded piece of paradise. Approx 24
acre stocked lake with a fish house & spring fed catfish pond
just outside your back door. 3 BR/2 BA on main level, basement
could be 4th bedroom with full bath. Won’t last long. $273,900
JEANINE ROBERTS 334-313-8885

POND OUTSIDE YOUR BACK DOOR

SITUATED ON NICE, level landscaped lot, this 3 BR/2 BA
with covered front porch, covered patio on the back, split has
had only one owner on private road. Master suite garden tub
and shower stall. Florida room. New heat pump installed June
2011. Home warranty also included. $197,000 EVELYN HITCH
334-406-3436

160 BOLL WEEVIL CIRCLE
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Armywide
MORNING PATROL
A paratrooper passes 
before the rising sun

Photo on Page B4

ARLINGTON, Va. — Medics from the 
Army National Guard are among those 
taking part in a pilot program designed 
to revamp the training that fl ight medics 
throughout the Army will receive. 

Taught at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, the 
program will provide fl ight medics with 
additional paramedic and critical care 
training and certifi cations.

“A paramedic provides a higher level of 
care,” said Army Master Sgt. Kym Rick-
etts, chief medical non-commissioned of-
fi cer with the Army National Guard. “It’s 
advanced, pre-hospital medical care.”

Currently, to be a fl ight medic, a Sol-
dier must be a qualifi ed combat medic and 
be in a fl ight medic slot, but since fl ight 
medics operate under different conditions, 
those requirements are changing to refl ect 
that. 

“The medics need additional training as 

fl ight medics as they do a higher standard 
of care and in a different environment 
than a line medic on the ground,” Ricketts 
said.

The program is designed to emphasize 
that fact and focus on training Soldiers on 
those additional skills needed as a fl ight 
medic.

As part of the pilot program and pro-
posed changes, Soldiers go through three 
phases of training specifi c to fl ight medic 
duty. 

“The fi rst one is the fl ight medic phase,” 
Ricketts said, adding that it can be waiv-
ered in lieu of on-the-job training. “Phase 
two is the nationally registered paramedic 
[course], which is the longest phase, and 
phase three is the critical care transport 
piece.”

The push for making changes to fl ight 
medic requirements came from a number 
of elements, including a study done on a Sgt. Cliff Aughe, a fl ight medic with C Co., 1st Bn., 171st Avn. Regt., New Mexico Army National 

Guard, watches over a soldier from the Afghan National Army during an recent evacuation mission 
in Afghanistan.

COURTESY PHOTO

UH-72A Lakota hits 100,000 hoursUH-72A Lakota hits 100,000 hours
CW4 Chris Ezell, CW3 Jason Lacrosse, and Spc. James Harrison of the Falcon Team, Joint Multinational Readiness Center, Operations Group, pose in front of a UH-72A Lakota Light Utility Helicopter on the 
fl ight line at Hohenfels, Germany, May 21. On May 10 this team fl ew the 100,000 fl ight hour of the UH-72A Lakota helicopter, the U.S. Army’s newest aircraft.

PHOTO BY SGT. CAROL LEHMAN

NOME, Alaska — Pulling off 
the nation’s largest recurring joint 
medical readiness exercise re-
quires signifi cant logistical sup-
port in remote areas of western 
Alaska where miles of wilderness 
separate villages in Alaska’s last 
frontier.

With no roads connecting vil-
lages, transporting supplies, 
equipment and personnel to 16 
locations in two weeks requires 
dedicated planning, fl exibility 
and knowledgeable professionals 
– professionals like the men and 
women of the Alaska National 
Guard.

“Task force Aviation is critical 
to our ability to travel to each vil-
lage and provide medical, dental, 
optometry and veterinary care,” 
said Lt. Col. Sharolyn Lange, 
task force medical commander 
for Operation Arctic Care 2012. 
“We can’t do our job without their 
daily support getting supplies and 
personnel into each of the Arctic 
Care villages.”

Following the arrival of Arctic 
Care participants on Alaska Air 
National Guard C-130 aircraft 
and a U.S. Air Force C-17 Globe-
master III, April 9, Alaska Army 
National Guard Aviators and 

maintenance crews have worked 
tirelessly to get the right people 
and equipment to wherever they 
are needed.

“On an average day we move 
about 40 people right now, but 
we’re moving more supplies than 
people to the villages, so they 
have the equipment they need,” 
said Capt. Peter Pagni, UH-60 
Black Hawk pilot, Alaska Army 
National Guard. 

Pagni, who is supporting his 
second Arctic Care operation, is 
just one of many Alaska Army 
National Guard Aviators sup-
porting this year’s mission out 
of Nome, and credits the support 
and maintenance personnel for 
ensuring they are mission ready 
each day. 

“Our maintenance people 
work the longest days to make 
sure we’re ready to fl y,” Pagni 
said. “We have mechanics here 
who are strictly ground mechan-
ics, so when the birds are put to 
bed at night, the mechanics stay 
until they are fi xed and mission 
capable before the next morning. 
It wouldn’t be a mission without 
them.”

Ensuring each of the six Black 
Hawk helicopters supporting Arc-
tic Care are fully mission capable, 
rests on the shoulders of people 
like Sgt. 1st Class Corwin Vigli-

one, B Company platoon ser-
geant, who does everything from 
assigning crew chiefs to inspect-
ing each helicopter to ensure they 
are ready for the day’s mission.

“I come in and assign fl ight 
crews for missions, but I’m also 
a technical inspector,” Viglione 
said. “Any maintenance that 
grounded the aircraft, I will verify 

they did the work according to the 
book and verify the bird is ready 
for fl ight.”

Viglione, who is originally from 
Kotzebue, has also seen how the 
benefi ts of Operation Arctic Care 
can have on a village and even his 
own Family.

“I have Family members who 
tell me about the help they re-

ceived from the doctors, veteri-
narians, and dentists,” Viglione 
said. “It’s nice to be a part of a 
mission that’s helped my own 
Family and it feels good when 
pilots tell us they had a good mis-
sion because it verifi es that we’re 
doing our job well.”

Alaska National Guard Aviation support critical to operation 

Staff Sgt. Stephen Elliott, Alaska Army National Guard crew chief, ties down the blades of a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter in Nome 
after completing the fi nal Arctic Care mission of the day April 17.

PHOTO BY MAJ. GUY HAYES

Guard medics among 1st to 
attend revamped program

By Sgt. 1st Class Jon Soucy
National Guard Bureau

By Maj. Guy Hayes
Alaska National Guard PAO

SEE GUARD, PAGE B4

SEE ALASKA, PAGE B4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FARM & DAIRY PRODUCTS

FRESH PRODUCE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

EMPLOYMENT
SALES

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

INSTRUCTION & TUTORING

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTSNEED TO PLACE AN AD?
It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives
and they will be glad to assist you.

Make Your Point!
Advertising is the best way

to make points with prime prospects

who are ready, willing and able to buy.

Let us show you the most effective

way to advertise in the newspaper

that reaches the right people,

right where they live.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

ATTENTION! ATTENTION!
Mini storage complex in Ozark .
To be taken down & relocated by
buyer. All or part. $2.50 per sq. ft.

r 334-618-7808 q

COMING SOON!!!!!!
WIREGRASS LIQUIDATION OUTLET
@ 231 South and Ross Clark Circle

Next to South Side KMART.

Why Pay Retail When You Can
Pay Less Than Whole Sale!

I Pay CASH for Diabetic test
strips. Up to $10 per box!
Most brands considered.
All boxes must be unopened

and unexpired.
Call Matt 334-392-0260

†† DIABETIC TEST STRIPS NEEDED ††
I BUY SEALED/UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Baby Things Store
"Like Us" On Our Facebook Page
Swings, Cribs, Fomula, Toys & Clothes
1330 Hartford Hwy Ste 1, Dothan 334-794-6692

STOP GNAT, FLY, & MOSQUITO BITES!
Buy Swamp Gator All Natural

Insect Repellent.
Family Safe-Use head to toe.
Available at The Home Depot

VINTAGE 1873 WINCHESTER RIFLE:
The manufacturer date is 1886.
This gun is 139 years old. Complete
nothing missing and fully functional.
Wood is 80% condition, no pitting
on metal. Caliber is 32-20.

Serial #208373. Sells for over $4000,
asking only $2800 OBO. Call 596-7763.

Serious Inquiries only.

AKC REGISTERED BOXER PUPPY ! MALE BRIN-
DLE 10 WEEKS OLD. RECEIVED AS A GIFT, UN-
FORESEEN SEVERE ALLERGIC REACTION. I AM
ASKING $500.YOU MAY CONTACT ME AT 334-
400-7508.

CKC Mini-Schnauzers
Liver/Tan Phantom &
Liver/Wh parti starting
$475. Parents on site.

r Ready Now! 3 34-889-9024

CKC Reg. Cocker Spaniels - Hurry
Only 3 left! 1F/2M $225. Born 4/20.
Tails docked, dew claw removed,
S&W, mostly buff and white -
health records. Cash, Money

Order, Credit Card or Debit accepted (Small
Upcharge for Credit Card or Debit transactions)

Call 334-798-1578 or 334-237-4963

English Bulldog pups - for adoption,10 wks,1M
1F, purebreed, Shots, 334-692-4032,
richardsmith605@yahoo.com

Jack Russell
CKC registered Jack Russell pups,
tri-colored; s/w; 1 female; 3 males;

$200. 334 886 2524

! Lots of puppies ready soon
Tiny Shih-Tzus $350., Chorkies $225. Chi-pon
$150. Shih-poo-f $300., Chinese Crested M&F
adults. $500 .r Call 334-718-4886 q

P BALLARD DAYLILILIES P
252 N. Co. Rd. 9 ( 3 miles N. Slocomb )
$1.00 & up. FREE Amaryllis w/ purchase.
r 334-886-2273 or 1-866-745-1243

Aplin Farms
û You Pick or
We Pick

Strawberries, Snap
Beans & Sqaush
r 334-726-5104

D & J PRODUCE - WE PICK ∂ U-PICK
Squash and Cucumbers Ready Now

County Road 75 South, Pansey, Between
Ashford and Gordon. 334-726-0833 or 899-5061

GREEN
FROZEN
PEANUTS
850-209-3322

r or 850-573-6594

Now Open!!
Hendrix Farm Produce
Hwy. 52 Slocomb

r 334-726-7646 q

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

HOME GROWN TOMATOES!
Fresh Peas, Fresh Squash,
Cumcumbers & Other
Fresh Vegetables!!
All Farm Fresh!
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

O U-Pick Blueberries $7. per gallon O
3 Clean Acres Big Bushes and Big Berries
Hwy 52 between Samson & Geneva
r Follow Signs Haynes Berry Patch

Call 334-684-2706

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract to small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS NOW ACCEPTING

APPLICATIONS FOR THE
POSITION OF:

Heavy Equipment Operator II:
Responsible for operation heavy

equipment in public works dept. Operates
backhoe, excavator, bulldozer, front-end
loader and earthmover. Drives dump truck
and fuel truck. Performs equipment
maintenance including safety and
maintenance inspection. Performs

manual labor as assigned.

Starting Salary: $11.41/Hour

OPENING DATE:
May 16, 2012
CLOSING DATE:

To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

Own more than a franchise,
own an experience!

∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂

Stevi B’s Pizza is looking for a franchisee in the Dothan area.
Come meet representatives from the Stevi B’s Pizza
franchise team to learn
more about this

exclusive opportunity.

∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂
June 20, 2012 : 5:30-7:30 PM
La Quinta Inn & Suites
3593 Ross Clark Circle
Dothan, AL 36303
Register online at

www.SteviBsFranchise.com
Or call us at (678) 738-7807

Enterprise Chevrolet
Currently has Openings
in our Sales Department. No Experience
necessary. Qualified candidates must have
a valid driver’s license with a good driving
record, be drug free, and enjoy working

with the public.

We Offer:
∂ Paid Training Program ∂ Guaranteed
Salary & Incentives ∂ Healt/Dental
Insurance ∂ 401K Plan ∂ Paid Vacation

Apply in person at 1001 Rucker Boulevard,
Enterprise, AL 36330

ATTN: Mike Williams or Scott Shiver.

Enterprise Chevrolet is an Equal Opportunity
and right to work employer.

Train for a Rewarding Career in
Child Care Call Mrs. Alaina :

334-714-4942 www.childcarejobseekers.com

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR LANDSCAPE & GARDENING MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR

EXCAVATION LAWN SERVICES

FENCING

AC & HEATING APPLIANCE REPAIR CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

Critter Sitter

Quality In-Home Pet Sitting Service

Call (334) 598-6776
crittersitterbytujea.com • jscrittersitter@aol.com

PORTABLE
SAWMILL

“LET ME BRING MY MILL
TO YOUR LOGS.”

334-434-9354

Chad Williams

Rhino Boats

Joe’s Motor Service
Hwy 52 E • Hartford, AL 36344

334-588-2968

Landscape Irrigation

Specialists in Lawn Sprinkler Systems
& Landscape Upgrades

• Design & Installations
• Upgrades on Existing
Systems

• Drainage Solutions

• Repairs & Services on
All Brands

• Sod
• Shrubs

1-888-569-9600
www.landscapeexpertsal.com

Experts

Wiregrass FenceWiregrass Fence
Chain, Wood &Vinyl • Residential • CommercialChain, Wood &Vinyl • Residential • Commercial

347-0000
25 Years Exp

Cell

494-0622
or

Appliance Repair

Appliance Repair

712-9999 • 347-0000

Bell’s Wiregrass

All
Brands

Same Day Service • Factory Trained Tech. • 29 Years Experience

Dothan Enterprise

Horse Boarding
Clayhatchee Alabama

∂ Fertilized Pasture ∂ Barn Stalls ∂ Round
Pens ∂ Riding Arena ∂ No Stud Horses

Plenty of riding on and off sight.
Call 334-475-3522 For More Info.

Payne Lawn Service
• Mowing • Edging • Trimming

• Yard Cleaning • Licensed & Insured

We Beat Anyone’s Price!

Owner Robert Payne

447-7527References
upon request

Affordable Lawn Care
Residential & Commercial

Total Lawn Care ~ Licensed & Insured
FREE

ESTIMATES 334-803-3305

Delight Cleaning ServiCe

Licensed & Insured

• Home • Church • Commercial
Best service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

Coffee table & 2 side table set, Solid Oak wood,
Very Nice $250 334-671-0070 Mornings

Dining Table w/4 Chairs , Dark Brown, Solid
Wood, Very Nice $300 334-671-0070 Mornings

Floor Scrubber: Strip floor finish from floors.
Used but works well. $200. 334-447-1701. $200

Go-Cart 5hp, B&S motor $100., Carrier Hitch for
cargo. 500lb. capacity, alum.,new $50 984-2044

Home Gym: Weider Pro 4900: 3 station,
w/manual $250. Call 334-403-7852 after 5PM.

Iron Farm Wheels: Antique 3 lg $50. each.
1 sm $25. or all for $165. Call 334-379-7248

Recliner, Light Brown, Very Beautiful $250
334-671-0070 Mornings

TV Table w/front glass , dark brown wood. $40
334-671-0070 Mornings
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RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

RECREATION
ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

BOATS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

RVS & CAMPERS WANTED

WATERSPORTS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTO SERVICES, PAINTING & REPAIR

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SCOOTERS & MOPEDS

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

Buy It!
Sell It!

Find It!

Camelot Apartments For Rent in Enterprise
1BR/2BR Apartments - $300/$350 mo. + $300
Dep. pool & laundry on premises, Approved
Credit Needed. Small dogs OK with pet fee.

Call 334-347-0604

GREENTREE
APARTMENTS
$ 300. - $ 355.
* NO PETS!
Call: 334-347-2927

Level Plains 4/2 brick home on 2 lots of land
extra Pet dep. $650. mo. $650. dep.

r 334-406-2630

Arctic Cat 550 - 4WD. Like new. Must see. only
has around 100 miles on it. Always kept in-
doors. Lots of extras. Call 334-798-2356 if inter-
ested, $7,000

YAMAHA-4 Wheeler-250 Bear Tracker, Low
Hours, Like New Condition, Extra Clean,
$2,300 334-687-3394

’95 Javelin fiberglass,
50hp Evinrude 1 live
well, electric anchor,
trolling, mtr, fish finder.

Boat is safe & Exc. Cond. Great fishing Boat!
r $3000. Call: 334-701-2596

Boat, 14ft Aluminum John Boat, 9½ Johnson
Motor, trailer, $1200 OBO 850-594-1024

Boat and Trailer, fiberglass , 13.5 ft. x 5ft.
2" 2 swivel seats, new carpet, tilt trailer,
12" wheels $800. 334-673-7539.

FACTORY DIRECT

Packages From

$4,995
All Welded

All Aluminum Boats

www.xtremeindustries.com

850-547-9500 Bonifay, FL
Grady White ’11 257CC, twin 150 Yamahas
30 hrs. alum. trailer, electronics Garmin 4210
& VHF radio, NEW, show room cond.
$80,000. 850-248-5966.

Sea-Doo ’01 Challenger
Bombadier, w/Garmin,

Twin Engine, Seats 5. Exc.
cond.Great for wakeboarding

& Skiing, FAST! Low Usage,
$7600 ∂ 334-333-5495

’99 Damon Day Break 34’ white, 36K miles new
refrigerator, new tires, new awning, excellent
shape, garage kept $18K miles 334-588-0671.

Allegro 2005 38ft:
3 slides, auto leveling,

In-motion Sat. & Home Thea-
ter system, washer/dryer,
central Vac., King bed and
hide away queen sofa bed,

3 Tv’s & DVD. Too many to list. Exc. Cond.
No Pets or Smoking. $135,000. 850-294-3792

Gulfstream ’90 ULTRA, 27’ ,
Good All Around Cond.,
$8K OBO, Generator,
Awnings, Coleman A/C
w/heat strip, 2 gas tanks,

36 Gallon fresh water; Fully Self Contained.
Lots of basement storage, 1 owner, Sleeps 7

comfortably. Call 334-793-7288

Winnebago ’99 Motor home: 32ft, sleep 6, gas
engine w/gas saver system installed, 32k
miles, brand new tires, full tank of gas, oil
changed, must see to appreciate.
PRICE NEG! Call 334-685-3810

Bounder ’97 RV
$15,999, Very Clean,
Slide, 13k Miles
334-714-2700

Jetski’s - (2) 2007 Yamaha VX
1100 AF Cruisers (Wave Run-
ners) with double galvan-
ized/aluminum Shore Land’r
trailer. VERY Low hours. Ga-
rage kept. Used only at vaca-
tion home several times

year. Used in fresh water ONLY. Driven by
adults ONLY. Can be seen in Eufaula, Alabama
by appointment only. Good Condition. Phone #
251-949-6617, email belindabev@gulftel.com,
$14,999

1952 ANTIQUE CHEVROLET TRUCK
5 window, split windshield, original engine
and transmission, body in good condition.
PRICED TO SELL $9,500. Call 717-542-1374

’72 VW Beetle 17,000 mi. will need battery
charged & a tune up, roadworthy. all upkeep
invoices for new owner. $3,300. OBO OR

’68 VW Beetle w/ factory roll back moon roof
(working) - this is a project car. Parts include:
new headliner for "rollback roof", seat covers,
new rubber, running boards, new fenders, new
bumpers f&b, glass, pop-out rear windows &
much more. $1800. OBO OR $3,900 for BOTH
includes also new tires for both (5ea.)
w/ current warranties. r 334-673-2999.

ANTIQUE CORVETTE!!
BUILD YOUR DREAM CAR!
Chevrolet 1962 Corvette: 350 small block,
4 speed, new parts included. Great car!
Only $29,500. Call 334-805-4010

GMC ’57 Half Ton, original
6 cylinder, short bed , 270
engine, straight shift on
column, 1-owner, father &
son. Runs very well. No

smoke. Partially body restored in 2001. Red in
color. No known rust through. Serious offer or
inquiry only please. $9,950 OBO 334-678-1488

BUMPER 2 BUMPER
RESTORATION

810 E. Town Avenue
*GENEVA, ALABAMA*
Next to Ron’s Firestone

334-684-1001
PAINT AND BODY, REPAIR, CLASSIC

CAR/TRUCK REPAIR, AND RESTORATIONS, SPRAY IN BEDLINERS
"We paint anything from a steamboat to a billy goat! "

Chevy ’05 Impala
Gold, $5999.00
334-714-2700

Chevy ’10 Cobalt
Great Gas Milage! Nice car,

$300 down payment, $250 per month
Call Steve 334-791-8243.

CHEVY IMPALA LS ’07-Fully Loaded, One
Owner, $8,000 OBO 334-695-5099

GOT BAD CREDIT? DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE?

Call Steve 334-803-9550 ∂ RIDE TODAY!
$0 Down/ 1st Payment, Tax, Tag & Title
Repos, Slow Credit, Past Bankruptcy OK!
Push, Pull or Drag, Will Trade anything!
$10 Walmart Gift Card w/Purchase!

Hyundai ’10 Accent , Rebuilt. 28k Miles,
Automatic trans. with overdrive. Red,
Power Steering, Power Brakes, Power Door
Locks, Power Mirrors, Sunroof, Alloy Wheels,
AM/FM XM Radio, Brand New Tires, Brand
New, Inside and Out. $7999. 334-557-1753

Jeep 2005 Wrangler , 88,000 miles, 6 cylinder, 4
wheel drive, Manual 6 speed transmission, A/C,
New Tires, New Soft Top, New Seat Covers,
New Bikini Top, AM/FM/CD. Price $11,900.
Call: 334-796-5036

Lincoln ’97 Towncar, Executive Series, 4-door,
needs a/c compressor, Teal Green, Very Nice
Car. Michelin Tires, Asking $2500 334-793-4714

Mini Cooper 2009 Clubman - I bought this new
in March 2009 and had a lot of options on it. It
has 30,200 miles on it. It has a 13.3 gal tank,
and get’s 32 mpg/city and 38-40 mpg highway.
It is in excell. cond. No dings, scratches on it.
Call W.D. with any questions 334-300-7290, or
email at wdparker@centurytel.net, $21,000

Nissan ’11 Versa
4 door, low miles, under warranty,

MUST SELL! $200 down, $229 per month.
Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028

Pontiac ’98 Trans Am: Great Graduation Gift!
V8, white, T-tops, low miles, & 23 MPG.
Won’t find a nicer car at this price $5,800.
Call 334-687-9788 or 334-695-6368

Toyota ’11 Corolla
Save Gas and Money
Great Gas Savings!

$300 down, $299 per month.
Call Steve 334-791-8243.

Toyota 2006 Camry Solara
For Sale, 69,000 mi, Loaded,
Leather, V6, Moonroof, Ask-
ing $15,000 OBO. 334-726-
9393

Harley Davidson ’08
FXSTB Night Train,
18,200 miles, 1-Owner, ex-
cellent condition, photos
available. $11,000

334-798-3247 or 850-217-1647.

2009 Kymco Grand Vista 250. Only 180 Miles.
Gets 68 miles to a gal. of gas. White, garage
kept, beautiful bike. $2300 firm. 334-718-0565

Ford ’04 Explorer XLT: V6, 4 door, silver,
automatic trans., 4X4 with tow package, power
seat/mirrors/door locks/windows, dual AC, 3rd
seating, keyless entry, Am/Fm/CD, till steering
wheel, immaculate, 125k miles, no accidents.
$7,700. Call 334-389-3071

Nissan ’02 Xterra
$6999.00

334-714-2700

Saturn ’07 VUE Hybrid
$8999.00, 33 MPG
Excellent Condition
334-714-2700

Toyota ’07 FJ Cruiser, Black, Sport Package,
Has Navigation, Backup Camera, Flood Lights,
49k Miles, In Excellent Condition, Satellite radio
installation possible, Ipod Dock, CD/DVD
player, View at Lemon Lot on Westgate
Parkway $23,725 OBO 334-791-8936

’06 GMC Sierra Denali , cold air
intake, power chip, 2 - 10" FL
audio subs, amp in a stealth
box, navigation system, DVD
player in the back seat, metal

roll pan w/ hidden hitch, 22" AMC rims.
r 302-650-5184

Chevrolet ’04 Colorado
Z71: 4x4, 5 cycle,
tow package, brush
guard, tool box, ext
cab, 112k miles.

Asking $10,500. OBO Call 256-525-5492

Chevrolet ’92 Cheyenne
Truck V6 - 5-Speed,

A/C, New Tires, Long Bed,
92K mi.

Excellent Condition
$2500 OBO 334-798-1768 or 334-691-2987

Chevrolet ’97 1500 Pick Up. Fire Engine Red,
128K Miles, 2 new tires, excellent condition.
$3000 334-793-4714

F250 ’94 4-wheel drive, ext. cab, long wheel
base, needs fuel pump $3500.
334-299-6273 leave Message

FORD ’04 F150-Super Cab, 88K miles, very
clean, new tires, $9,500 OBO 334-355-0392
Ford ’94 F-350 diesel, 179k, Crew Cab w/flat
bed, White, $4,650, 334-699-6841

Kubota ’08 4240 HST: with
852 front end loader, 4WD,
450 hours. $17,900.
Call 850-573-1806

Chevrolet ’97 Astro Van
conversion Van raised
roof, loaded, new tires,
One owner, GREAT
condition. 52K mi.

$8,900. 334-897-2054 or
334-464-1496

Dodge ’02 2500 Van: white with handicap ac-
cess and lift, swing door wtih step, extended
top. Runs good. $2,000. Call 334-726-0333

Dodge ’99 Caravan, Runs Good, Cold Air, All
Power, Below Blue book, $2100 334-618-6588

Ford ’03 E350 Van:
Super Duty Cargo

series, V8 engine, auto,
power windows and
locks, steel storage

drawer and shelves, cold AC, rack on top for
ladders. $4,900. Call 334-726-1958

Hyundai ’07 Entourage Mini Van
Loaded, Low Miles, Super Sharp!
$200 down, $229 per month.
Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$325. & up for
Complete Cars CALL 334-702-4323

- Guaranteed

highest prices 4 Junk vehicles & farming
equipment, TITLE OR NO TITLE

r 850-849-6398

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
running or not $325. & up according to
vehicle 334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714



California Army National Guard 
medical evacuation unit that 
deployed to Afghanistan with 
full-fl edged paramedics in fl ight 
medic positions.

“[The study found that with] 
having fl ight paramedics in the 
back of an aircraft there was a 
66 percent higher survivability 
rate than with a straight [combat 

medic] that wasn’t paramedic 
trained,” Ricketts said. 

Additionally, proposed chang-
es to the fl ight medic require-
ments also mean that graduates 
of the program walk away with 
national certifi cations as para-
medics. That provides additional 
benefi ts including a greater fl ex-
ibility with integrating with lo-
cal, state and other agencies in a 
disaster situation, she said. 

“A citizen-soldier can do their 
wartime mission as well as their 
peacetime mission of taking care 
of their community,” Ricketts 
said, adding that those certifi ca-
tions are the same received by 
civilian paramedics.

But the important part, she 
said, is simply providing the best 
care possible.

“The benefi t is the best battle-
fi eld medicine and care that a 

Soldier can get,” she said. 
“With the forward surgical 

teams that are out there casual-
ties are actually having surgical 
intervention on the ground at the 
point of injury,” Ricketts said. 
“Combined with these medics 
that are able to have this training 
… the [casualty] will be getting 
the best standard of care.” 

The pilot program wraps up 
later in the year and will then go 

through a review process. 
“It’s still a pilot program and 

once the pilot program is through 
we’ll do an analysis to see what 
works best,” she said. 

Ricketts remains positive 
about the results of the program. 

“These medics are going to af-
fect so many people,” she said. 
“Not just American forces, but 
coalition forces as well, and 
that’s amazing.”

Flying up to six aircraft a day in support 
of Arctic Care operations to various villag-
es across the Bering Sea and Norton Sound 
region, the biggest factor fl ight crews need 
to be prepared for is the weather.

“It can be bright and sunny right now, 
but in 15 minutes it can close up pretty 

quick, especially in bush Alaska,” Viglione 
said. “We make sure the birds are prepped, 
fueled and have the equipment they need 
like life vests, life rafts, immersion suits 
and survival equipment in case of an emer-
gency.”

“We’ve been fortunate this year,” Pag-
ni said. “The main concern is always the 
weather closing in behind you and fortu-

nately we haven’t had too many problems. 
We’re able to get out there and provide the 
support the medical teams need for Arctic 
Care and so far it’s been a great success.”

With the support of the Alaska National 
Guard, Arctic Care 2012 military medical 
professionals have conducted 7,102 proce-
dures, met with 3,979 patients and received 
signifi cant training, providing excellent 

care in some of America’s most rural ar-
eas.

Sponsored by the Innovative Readiness 
Training program under the Offi ce of the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve 
Affairs, Arctic Care is bringing health care 
and veterinary support to residents in the 
Bering Strait and Norton Sound regions of 
western Alaska from April 9-23.
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Alaska: More than 7,000 procedures conducted in April
Continued from Page B1

Guard: Program improves battlefi eld medicine, care
Continued from Page B1
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A paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne Division’s 1st BCT passes before 
the rising sun during a patrol into a village May 4 in Ghazni Province, 
Afghanistan.

Morning 
patrol



They started the day with little military 
training, but by the end of it, they had 
earned their wings by completing four 
different exercises Friday during Fort 
Rucker’s fourth Aviation Spouse Day. 

“Aviation Spouse Day allows the spous-
es to actually see what their Soldiers do 
when they have to go through the water 
training or the Leaders Reaction Course,” 
explained Leigh Jackson, U.S. Army Avi-
ation Center of Excellence Family readi-
ness support assistant. “It gives them a 
good hands-on experience.”

A group of almost 60 spouses met Fri-
day morning at Howze Field for a safety 
briefi ng and instructions. From there, the 
spouses were divided into four groups 
that rotated through four stations – fl ying 
simulators at Warrior Hall, completing 
obstacles at the Leaders Reaction Course, 
fi ring M-16s and other weapons at the 
engagement skills trainer shooting simu-
lator and experiencing a portion of what 
Soldiers do at the Helicopter Overwater 
Survival Training facility.

“No one is going to leave here a steely-
eyed killer,” said Sgt. Maj. John Hen-
dricks during the morning safety briefi ng. 
“Everyone is going to leave here with a 
smile on their face. The biggest thing is 
for everybody to have fun and make sure 
you take care of your buddies.” 

Kim Crutchfi eld, wife of Maj. Gen. An-
thony G. Crutchfi eld, USAACE and Fort 
Rucker commanding general, welcomed 
the spouses and encouraged them to try to 
overcome little fears during the day. 

“The last few groups have had a blast,” 
she said. “It’s just amazing the technol-
ogy we have and how we train our Avia-
tors.” 

At the end of the day, she was joined by 
her husband for a graduation ceremony at 
the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. The two 
handed out hugs, handshakes and special 
spouses’ wings to each of the Aviation 
Spouse Day participants. 

 Kim spoke from her years of experi-
ence as an Army Aviation spouse and en-
couraged the graduating spouses to em-
brace each new assignment by making a 
“bucket list” of things to see and do.

Living all over the U.S. and in coun-
tries like Germany and Korea “has taught 
our children tolerance and appreciation 
for all people in other cultures,” she said. 
“My advice is to take advantage of every 
place you are assigned.” 

She went on to encourage the spouses 
to be involved in their communities, be 
there for each other, research all the ser-
vices available to them and reach out to 
newer military spouses. 

The general emphasized the importance 
of the day’s events, saying, “I would not 
have missed this for the world. This is 
important to me because you are impor-
tant to me and you are important to the 
Army.”

He thanked the spouses for supporting 
their Soldiers and said he hoped Avia-

tion Spouse Day helped them better un-
derstand the diffi cult training required of 
Army Aviators. 

“As I’ve heard many say before, and 
I truly believe, that the strength of our 
nation is our Army. The strength of our 
Army is our Soldiers and the strength of 
our Soldiers is our Families,” he said. 
“Nothing is more important to Kim and 
me than our Families.”

After completing the day’s events many 
of the spouses said they had learned a lot 
about their Soldier’s training. 

“You understand things easier when 
you’re actually sitting there and looking 
at it,” said Christine Davis, a group lead-
er. “I almost feel like it should be required 
for all spouses. I realize that’s improba-
ble, but I think it would help them gain 
so much insight to realize what their hus-
band is going through. It’s incredible.”

“I thought it was a really enriching ex-
perience and a great way for us to better 
understand what our husbands go through 
on a daily basis,” said Kristine Dubie, 
adding that her group got a big laugh after 
breaking one of the obstacles at the leader 
reaction course. 

“They said we weren’t as light as we 
looked,” she said with a smile. 

Other spouses said they were surprised 
to learn how many times a Soldier might 
have to go through the “dunker” and how 

much water the uniform, fl ight gear and 
boots could hold. 

 “I wish we’d know about all this when 
we got we fi rst got here instead of at the 
end,” said Andrea Goff. 

C

A group of spouses get briefed on using the engagement skills trainer shooting simulator Friday.
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LAKE FEST
More than 2,500 
attend event
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Filicitie Yeadon comes up out of the water after swimming several yards and opening a simulated helicopter door during an exercise Friday at the Helicopter 
Overwater Survival Training facility.

By Angela Williams
Army Flier Staff Writer

Event lets Aviation spouses earn their wings

Picerne’s Pool Party kicks off summer of fun festivities 

Fort Rucker Families don’t 
have to travel to the beach to 
beat the Alabama heat or get their 
time in the sun this summer.

Picerne Military Housing will 
throw its Pool Party June 1 from 
2-5 p.m. at the Munson Heights 
Neighborhood Center, which 
will feature music, activities, 
food and fun, according to Bran-
don Masters, communications 
manager for Picerne Military 
Housing.

“We will have food for ev-
eryone and it will be free,” said 
Masters. “We will have a taco 
bar, and since it’s going to be a 
hot day, we will also have pop-
sicles and drinks.”

Masters said the pool will be 
the focus of the event but there 
will be many other activities that 
people can enjoy besides just 

swimming.
There will be a disc jockey that 

will be playing music for people 
to enjoy while they play in the 
multiple infl atables, like water 
slides and bouncy houses. Chil-
dren can also take part in games 

like diving for coins.
“There will actually be big 

gold coins that we will be put-
ting in the bottom of the pool and 
the kids can go diving for them,” 
said Masters. “There will also 
be other activities around the 

pool where kids can shoot water 
guns, play basketball in the pool 
and things like that.”

There will also be door priz-
es and giveaways for people as 
they come to the event.

Picerne’s goal is to provide a 
higher quality of life for those 
that reside in the residential ar-
eas on Fort Rucker, according 
to the communications man-
ager, adding that Picerne Mili-
tary Housing puts on events like 
the Pool Party every summer to 
get the residents involved in the 
neighborhood centers and show 
them what they have to offer.

“[The Pool Party] will kick 
off the summer for the neighbor-
hood centers and it’s the last day 
of school for the kids and these 
events are a great way to show 
people what we’ve got,” said 
Masters. “It’s something we can 
do for them on post in addition 
to providing the housing. We 

also want to provide events for 
them so that the Families of Sol-
diers have something to do close 
to home.”

The pools in the neighborhood 
centers will remain open through-
out the summer and are available 
to the residents of the housing 
areas seven days a week.

In addition to having pools for 
the residents to enjoy, the Mun-
son Heights Neighborhood Cen-
ter also features a game room, 
Wii café, fi tness center with 
locker rooms, pool table and a 
computer lab for those that have 
interests beyond swimming, said 
Masters.

“[The neighborhood center] is 
a great place for Families to go; 
it’s basically an extension of their 
home,” he said. “There is plenty 
to do and we just want to encour-
age the Families to come out and 
really use the facilities because 
that’s what they are there for.”

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

COURTESY PHOTO

Children line up along the pool to beat the summer heat during Picerne’s Pool 
Party last year at Bowden Terrace Neighborhood Center.

Aviation SpousesAviation Spouses
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GuardStart: 
Lifeguarding 
Tomorrow

GuardStart is a free pro-
gram for youth ages 13 and 
14 who are interested in 
learning how to be a life-
guard. This jump start pro-
gram is available from Satur-
day to Aug. 3 at Flynn Pool, 
Splash! and West Beach. 
GuardStart introduces youth 
to essential lifeguarding 
skills to prepare them for the 
job. Youth go to the aquatics 
facilities for two-hour ses-
sions to shadow lifeguards, 
assist in facility upkeep, 
learn lifeguarding tech-
niques and even get some 
free time to enjoy the facili-
ties. Youth must be enrolled 
in parent central. 

For more, call 255-9162 
or 255-0825.

June EDGE! 
Programs

People can sign up their 
children now for June 
EDGE! Programs. EDGE! 
is open to youth ages 6–18 
from 2–4 p.m. during the 
week. Activities include tub-
ing, bowling, a book club, 
water basketball, and fram-
ing. Cost for ages 6–10 is $5 
per hour and the programs 
are free for ages 11–18. 
A valid child, youth and 
school services registration 
is required to participate. 
Enrollment for all EDGE! 
activities is at parent cen-
tral services in Bldg. 5700, 
the Soldier Service Center, 
Rm. 193 or online at webt-
rac.mwr.army.mil/webtrac/
ruckercyms.html. 

For more, call 255-0666 
or 379-1363.

Swimming at West 
Beach 

West Beach at Lake 
Tholocco will be open for 
swimming Wednesdays–
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. from Saturday to Aug. 
3.  From Aug. 4 to Sept. 3, 
West Beach will open only 
on weekends. West Beach is 
located at Lake Tholocco on 
Johnston Road. 

For more information, call 
255-9162.

Summer Reading 
Program 

Registration continues for 
the Center Library’s Summer 
Reading Program. The pro-
gram is open to children in 
kindergarten through eighth 
grade and kicks off June 
4 with a Summer Reading 
Pizza Party from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at the Center Library. 
Participants win prizes for 
reading their favorite books 
over the summer. 

For more, stop by the Cen-
ter Library or call 255-3885. 

2012 Army Arts and 
Crafts Contest

The 2012 Army Arts and 
Crafts Contest runs now 
through June 30. The an-
nual, juried competition for 
Soldiers, Family members 
and Army civilians features 
categories like: ceramics, 
digital art, drawing, fi bers 
and textiles, glass, metals 
and jewelry, mixed media, 
paintings and wood. 

For complete contest 
rules, visit www.armymwr.
com. People can complete 
entry forms and submit digi-
tal images of work online 
at https://apps.imcom.army.
mil/APPTRAC. For more, 

call 255-9020.

3 Free Summer at 
Rucker Lanes

Between June 1 and Aug. 
1, Sundays through Fridays, 
children can bring a grown 
up for the 3 Free Summer 
special at Rucker Lanes. 
The special offers up to three 
children, ages 12 and young-
er, the chance to bowl three 
free games for every one 
bowling adult. Shoe rental 
is included in the offer. The 
adult must bowl on the same 
lane as the children and pay 
the full price of $8.50 for 
bowling and shoe rental. 
No coupons or registration 
is needed and no lane res-
ervations are accepted. This 
offer cannot be used with 
other specials, functions, 
discounted rates, coupons or 
birthday parties.

For more, call 255-9503.

Friday Steak, 
Lobster

Every Friday in June The 
Landing Zone offers its 
Steak & Lobster Special to 
the fi rst 100 customers who 
visit 5-9 p.m. Patrons can 
enjoy an eight-ounce fl at 
iron steak and lobster tail 
with fries for $12 with the 
purchase of a beverage. Oth-
er side items are available, 
including a side salad for $1. 
The offer is for dine-in cus-
tomers only and cannot be 
combined with other offers 
or discounts. 

For more, call 598-8025. 

Stress 
Management 
Workshop

Fort Rucker’s Family 
Advocacy Program holds a 
Stress Management Work-
shop June 6 from 9-11a.m. 
at the Early Childhood Ac-
tivity Center in Bldg. 3705 
on Dean Street. Topics in-
clude identifying causes and 
symptoms of stress, learning 
techniques on how to man-
age stress and developing 
stress management plans. 
Registration is required. 
The workshop is open to 
active duty military, retired 
military, Department of De-

fense employees and Family 
members. 

For child care information 
or to register, call 255-3898 
or 255-9641. 

Mobile Dairy 
Classroom

The Center Library hosts 
the Southwest Dairy Farm-
ers Mobile Dairy Classroom 
June 8 at 9 a.m. The free 
event helps people learn 
about the modern milking 
process, the characteristics 
and anatomy of a cow, the 
importance of healthy foods 
in their diet and food safety. 
The event also features a live 
cow milking demonstration. 

For more, call 255-0891.

Summer camp 
programs

Fort Rucker School Age 
Services and the Middle 
School and Teen Program of-
fer summer camp programs 
for youth. To participate, 
youth must have completed 
enrollment requirements. 
Fees are based on total Fam-
ily income. Regularly sched-
uled camp activities include 
skating, technology lab, 
swimming, bowling, mov-
ies, reading, video games, 
and arts and crafts. There are 
also fi eld trips. 

People can call child, 
youth and schools services 
255-9638 to ensure their 
children are registered. To 
enroll a child in a sum-
mer camp program, call 
255-2147 or 255-9108.

Financial 
Readiness Training

Army Community Service 
offers Financial Readiness 
Training June 1 from 7:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Soldier 
Service Center in Rm. 284. 
The free training provides 
a practical approach to per-
sonal fi nancial management 
so Soldiers can gain control 
of and manage money ef-
fectively. Financial Readi-
ness Training is required for 
all fi rst-term junior enlisted 
Soldiers (E-1 through E-4). 
Spouses are encouraged to 
attend. 

For more, call 255-2594 
or 255-9631.

OnOn PostPost
YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO FORT RUCKER EVENTS , SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS NOON THURSDAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S EDITION.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for May 24-27

THURSDAY, MAY 24

American Reunion (R) ..........7 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 25

The Three Stooges (PG) .......7 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 26

The Lucky One (PG-13) ........7 p.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 27

The Lucky One (PG-13) ........7 p.m.
TICKETS ARE $4.50 FOR ADULTS AND $2.25 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

DFMWRDFMWR 
SpotlightSpotlight

Triathlon Training Program
Participants emerge from Lake Tholocco during the swim portion of last year’s Audie Murphy Triathlon. To help people get ready for triathlons this year, the Directorate 
of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation hosts its free Triathlon Training Program at Flynn Pool. Gather at Flynn Pool Mondays-Fridays under the “Triathlete” banner 
at 11:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. The training allows people to meet up with other triathletes for group workouts and make plans for future workouts. Workout templates, swim 
workouts, and running and cycling routes are available. Also, sports, fi tness and aquatics hosts a triathlon training workshop June 2 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. People should 
bring running shoes, bike, goggles and a change of clothes. For more information, send an email to jonathan.d.cole@us.army.mil or call 255-9162.

PHOTO BY JIM HUGHES



Have you ever watched a movie or read 
a book that kept you on the edge of your 
seat for hours and ended before you were 
ready for the end? 

That’s the way I feel every year during 
the week of Memorial Day when I search 
for opportunities to chat with veterans who 
served in the Army during WWII. Their 
conversations usually make my week the 
best seven days of the entire year. Listen-
ing to their experiences is a privilege and I 
only wish there was more time for fellow-
ship and conversation with the men and 
women who fought ours wars when days 
were tougher than today.

Last year, an afternoon talk with one 
veteran took me back to the days when I 
was much younger when my father would 
tell war stories after supper. At the end of 
every story my older brothers would say, 
“When we get old enough we are going 
to join the Army and be like Daddy,” and 

they did. Five of seven boys in our Family 
proudly joined the Army after high school 
and enjoyed every minute of it.

Recently, I went to see my parents, and 
hanging in their living room (you can’t 
miss it) are pictures of their fi ve sons, 
dressed in Cass A uniforms. Although it 
seemed each of us couldn’t wait to be a 
Soldier, somehow I think we were so in-
spired by my father’s pride in being a 
veteran that we eagerly volunteered to 
serve God and country when we were old 
enough. Though my dad was shell shocked 
during the war, like many veterans of that 
era, he still talks about those days as if he 
would do it again given the opportunity.

But isn’t it interesting how one person’s 
life story can bring hope and inspiration to 
another person or hundreds of people and 
infl uence them to pursue a certain course 
in life? History is fi lled with examples: 
Moses, Mandella, John F. Kennedy, Mar-
tin Luther King, countless veterans, Jesus, 
and the list goes on. The power of infl u-
ence is strong and we should never un-

derestimate what rubbing shoulders with 
some people will do. 

From June 1994 to November 1997, I 
served as battalion chaplain for a basic 
training unit at Fort Jackson, S.C. It never 
ceased to amaze me how young recruits 
sat and talked about how they got through 
eight weeks of basic combat training. Ev-
erybody had a hero who did or said some-
thing that inspired each one to press hard 
in the face of odds and hang in there until 
the end. 

After graduation, they felt better about 
themselves and had a story to tell others 
who were coming behind them. A couple 

of times I even invited several advanced 
individual training graduates to come back 
and give a word of encouragement to new 
Soldiers during chapel service. New re-
cruits always appreciated that.

I wonder what would happen if the mili-
tary employed veterans to talk to prospec-
tive Soldiers, Airman, Sailors and Marines 
before they signed up. I bet fi rst time en-
listment results would increase. 

Thanks to all veterans for your service! 
A big thanks to those of you who are in 
uniform and especially those preparing to 
separate from Family and friends for what 
we believe.  God Bless You!
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Religious Services
WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services are on 

Sunday.

HEADQUARTERS CHAPEL, BUILDING 
109
Multi-Cultural Worship Service 8 a.m. 

Sunday.
 

MAIN POST CHAPEL, BUILDING 8940
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship Service Sunday
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday - Fri-

day) 4 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday 5 
p.m. Catholic Mass Saturday.

WINGS CHAPEL, BUILDING 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Chapel Next Contemporary 

Worship Protestant Service.

SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER, BUILDING 
8939
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. CCD (except during summer 

months).

BIBLE STUDIES
9 a.m. Protestant Women of the Chapel, 

Wings Chapel, Tuesday 11 a.m. Above the 
Best Bible Study, Yano Hall, Wednesday 1 
a.m./6 a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life 
Center, Wednesday noon/1 p.m. Adult Bible 

Study, Soldier Service Center, Wednesday 
5:30 p.m. Catholic Adult Bible Study, Spiritu-
al Life Center, Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. Youth 
Group Bible Study, Headquarters Chapel, 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. Chapel Next (Meal/
Bible Study), Wings Chapel, Thursday 9 
a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life Center, 
Thursday.

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)
MOPS is a Christian-based mom’s group.  

MOPS is about meeting the needs of every 
mom of a child from conception through 
kindergarten.  MOPS will meet every fi rst 
and third Thursday, 9 a.m., at Wings Chapel, 
Bldg 6036.  For more information, call the 
Religious Support Offi ce at 255-2989. 

Protestant Women of the Chapel
PWOC meets every Tuesday at 9 a.m. 

and 6 p.m. at Wings Chapel, Bldg 6036.  
Childcare provided. For more information, 
call 255-9894.

Military Council of Catholic 
Women
MCCW meets every Tuesday from 5:30 

p.m. - 7 p.m. at the Spiritual Life Center.  
Childcare provided. For more information, 
call 255-9894.

Catholic Adult Fellowship
CAF meets regularly throughout the year.  

For more information, call 255-9894.

Youth Groups (CLUB BEYOND)
1836 Varsity Club (Ninth-12th Grade), 

Tuesday 
1703 JV Club (Sixth - Eighth Grade), 

Thursday For more information, call Eric 
Gillis at (850) 333-3039.

Veterans are great motivators
By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Milton Johnson
Garrison Chaplain’s Office
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Get the loan, the rate and
the terms that are right

for you. Talk to Marty, Jill
or Susan today about our

custom mortgage solutions,
and invest in a new home

with confidence.

SUSAN JOHNSON
NMLS 872371

MARTY HORTON
NMLS 814515

JILL CLIFTON
NMLS 468976

• 100% Financing
• VA Loans

• FHA Loans
• Construction Loans
• Conforming Loans

• Non-Conforming Loans

The
Citizens
Bank

We know Mortgages

Downtown Office
301 S. Edwards St.

Enterprise, AL

347-3411
Get Great Mortgage Rates From the Citizens Bank! • www.tcbenterprise.com

Business Card
Spotlight

Your ad could be here
for only $96 per month.
Call Mable Ruttlen for

more information at
334-393-9713

OIL CHANGE ~ GREAT PRICE!
Veteran Owned & Operated!

WILDCAT EXPRESS LUBE

Boats • Cars
Motorcycles

3918 Rucker Blvd, Enterprise

393-2287

Christian Mission Bargain Centers
Donation Pick-Up Available

Call 393-4471
Your donation of clothing, furniture, house-hold
items, autos, etc. helps to provide the following

services for the homeless and hungry...shelter, food, hot
meals, for home-bound, emergency utility assistance and

residential substance abuse program.
All donations are tax deductible

307 N. Main Street ~ www.christmissions.com

Call 347-9533 to
advertise your church

on this page.

CenterPoint

� 3351 Lynn Road � Enterprise
(right off Rucker Blvd)

� Service times
� Sunday Worship � 10 AM
� Sunday Evenings � 5 PM
� Wednesday Evenings � 7 PM
� Nursery � Children � Youth

� Office: 334 347 5044
www.centerpointag.org

centerpoint3351@yahoo.com

������������ � ���������� � �����������
Pastor: Ed Corley

Com m unityChurch

Center Point
Community Church

Traditional Worship Service
8:30 am & 11:00 am

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45 am
The Gathering - Youth

5:45 pm
Sunday School

10:00 am
Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Main St • Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 Bethlehem Rd

DOTHANVINEYARD.COM

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”



Some walked along the 
shore or lay out in the sun 
while others paddled boats, 
played volleyball or built 
sandcastles. But whatever 
the activity, all seemed to 
enjoy the opening of swim-
ming season Saturday at 
Lake Tholocco. 

“This year’s Lake Fest was 
a great success,” said Kim-
berly Abeln, annual events 
coordinator for the Director-
ate of Family and Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation. “I 
counted a lot of smiles on 
Saturday, so I think we can 
say with certainty that the 
event accomplished it’s pur-
pose of providing a low-cost 
and Family-friendly day of 
relaxation and fun for all 
ages.”  

About 2,500 Soldiers and 
Family members attended 
the event that included 
swimming, sandcastle con-
tests, children’s activities 
and more, she added.

Paddleboats and canoes 
are traditional favorites, but 
many Families also enjoyed 
Bubble Mania, a new fea-
ture that included bubble 
machines, bubble art and gi-
ant bubble wands.  

“The kids had a wonderful 
time playing with all the col-
orful bubbles,” Abeln said. 

Denise Honeycutt, MWR 
partnership specialist, sat 
under a tent watching the 
sandcastle construction and 
waiting on the 3 p.m. judg-
ing. Contestants were divid-
ed into three different age 
groups for the competition, 
but everyone won because 
they had their own individ-
ual style, she said.

“It’s a perfect day for 
this,” she added. “The sun is 
out, but the wind is blowing 
so it’s not too hot.”

WO1 Dan Sweeney and 
his wife, Kelli, moved down 
from Minnesota the day be-
fore, but still decided to see 
what was going on at the fes-
tival. The two said they were 
looking forward to trying 
out the canoes, paddleboats, 
fl oating trampoline and the 
fried alligator on a stick.  

 “I plan on dunking her a 
few times,” Dan added with 
a grin.

Sabrina Small attended 
Lake Fest with her sister, 
Cassandra Magana. The two 

walked up and down the 
dock wearing sun hats and 
watching the crowd on the 
beach. 

“I’ve been eating and 
eating and eating,” said 
Small, but “I love to people 
watch.” 

Away from the water and 

the sand, Shauni Minks 
waited patiently at a nearby 
picnic table as her daughter, 
Reagan, slid down an in-
fl atable slide over and over 
again.  

“This is all for her,” Shau-
ni said, “but the weather is 
great.”   
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Reagan Minks is all smiles after she slides down an infl atable slide 
at Lake Fest. 

j k

We Specialize in
Light Weight Campers

www.BamaRV.com

with the purchase of
Any New In Stock Camper
Coupon Must Be Present

Located on 231 S in Dothan
Ross Clark Circle to 231 South
1/2 Mile S of Southside Walmart

Open Tues-Sunday
(334) 678-9510

Find us on Facebook!

Military Discounts Available

*Offer extended to Military Personnel only with ID,
active and retired.

In Celebration of

MILITARY APPRECIATION MONTH
Your OZARK Applebee’s Is Offering

on TUESDAYS inMAY!*
1688 USHwy 231 South � 334-445-0098

REDUCED MILITARY TUITION AVAILABLE FOR
ONLINE AVIATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

military.slu.edu
learn more at:

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

WESTGATE CENTER

COLLEGE CINEMA • ENTERPRISE

OZARK

For R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CTR

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com

MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
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May 18-24

$2.00 Upcharge for 3D

III THINK LIKE A MAN- PG13
M-F 7:00 & 9:20 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:20

IV DARK SHADOWS- PG13
M-F 7:00 & 9:20 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:20

I BATTLESHIP- PG13
M-F 7:00 & 9:40 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:40

II THE AVENGERS IN 3D- PG13
M-F 7:00 & 9:50 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:50

III THE DICTATOR*- R
M-F 7:15 & 9:15 • S&S 2:00, 7:15 & 9:15

I THE AVENGERS - PG13
Fri: 7 & 9:45 • Sat 2:00, 7:00 & 9:45
Sun: 2:00 & 7:00 • Mon - Thurs 7:00

II DARK SHADOWS- PG13
Fri: 7 & 9:20 • Sat 2:00, 7:00 & 9:20
Sun: 2:00 & 7:00 • Mon - Thurs 7:00

I THE AVENGERS IN 2D- PG13
M-F 7:00 & 9:50 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:50

II WHAT TO EXPECT
WHEN YOU’RE EXPECTING- PG13
M-F 7:10 & 9:30 • S&S 2:10, 7:10 & 9:30

Inez and Preston Allred work on an entry for the sandcastle competition during Lake Fest Saturday.

PHOTOS BY ANGELA WILLIAMS

More than 2,500 attend Lake Fest
By Angela Williams
Army Flier Staff Writer

Visit us online at 
www.armyfl ier.com
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Montgomery — The Alabama Tourism 
Department is set to release its next 10 trips 
for its 2012 campaign “100 Alabama Road 
Trips.” 

The next 10 trips include a Girlfriends 
Getaway to spas and shopping on Mobile 
Bay in Fairhope, a trip to play some of the 
toughest holes on the Robert Trent Jones 
Golf Trail, and a walking tour of the Five-
Points entertainment district in downtown 
Birmingham.

The Alabama Tourism Department’s 100 

Alabama Road Trips is a three-year cam-
paign that provides ready-made itineraries 
for those wanting to spend a weekend or 
a vacation in Alabama. The next round of 
itineraries is expected to be posted to the 
website  www.100AlabamaRoadTrips, by 
the end of May.

“It’s a great way to experience our state 
and this next round of road trips entails a 
variety of fun for Families, girlfriends, 
golfers and those who love the outdoors,” 
said Lee Sentell, tourism director. “We 
encourage everyone to visit our road trips 
website often to check for new and exciting 
adventures.”

Other newly added road trips include ex-
ploring Civil War history at cemeteries and 
battlegrounds in Selma, where the Battle 
of Selma re-enactments take place every 
year in April and the Yella Fella tour in Ab-
beville where you can experience a slice of 
Americana as you visit the Old Standard 
Oil Filling Station and the Archie Theater.

Take the entire Family on the Fun in the 
River City road trip where water and enter-
tainment offer days of fun at Point Mallard, 
a 500-acre park, in Decatur. Visitors can get 
away from the heat when they step inside 
the cave at DeSoto Caverns Family Fun 
Park in Childersburg followed by a tour of 

the Blue Bell ice cream factory in nearby 
Sylacauga.

Three road trips offer tours of historic 
homes, art galleries and antiques. The his-
toric homes and azaleas pilgrimage in Eu-
faula while the Tuscaloosa to Eutaw trip 
will take visitors to antebellum homes, 
historic homes and art galleries beaming 
with local folk art. Foley, just north of Gulf 
Shores, offers half a dozen antique shops 
and art galleries all within walking distance 
of downtown.

For more information about these and 
other road trips visit www.100RoadTrips.
com.

ANDALUSIA
ONGOING — Andalusia Public Li-

brary offers free practice tests. 
Patrons can choose from more than 

300 online tests based on offi cial exams 
such as the ACT, SAT, GED, ASVAB, 
fi refi ghter, police offi cer, paramedic, U.S. 
citizenship and many more.  Patrons may 
select to take a test and receive immediate 
scoring. 

Call 222-6612 for more information.

ONGOING — The American Legion 
Post 80 hosts bingo nights Tuesdays and 
Fridays at the Legion Hall, 32335 N. US 
Hwy. 29, from 4:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

The organization also has a dance, with 
live music, every Saturday from 7:30 p.m. 
to 11:30 p.m. All proceeds from the bingo 
events go to help local veterans and their 
Families, as well as causes such as Girls 
State, Boys State and scholarships for high 
school students. 

For more information, call 334-222-7131 
or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — The American Legion 
Post 80 has regular meetings the second 
Monday of the month, starting at 6:30 p.m., 
at the Legion Hall. 

For more information, call 334-222-7131 
or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

TODAY — Daleville Baptist Church 
F.A.I.T.H. Riders host Bike Night at 6:30 
p.m. at the church fellowship hall. All bik-
ers and non-bikers are welcome. 

For more information, call 598-4530 or 
333-2313.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at 11 a.m. at the Chamber of 
Commerce offi ce in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. 

For more information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

JUNE 9 — The American Legion Rid-
ers of Post 12 in Dothan are hosting their 
second annual “Flag Day Ride.” This year, 
the ride will leave the Houston County 
Farm Center at 9 a.m. and make an 80 to 
85 mile scenic country ride. At the conclu-
sion of the ride there will be vendors and 
entertainment at the Farm Center. There are 
still some vendor spaces available as well 
as full hook-up RV spaces. The ride is free 
and will visit the communities of Rehobeth, 
Taylor, Pinckard, Newton, Midland City, 
Headland, Kinsey, and Webb. More than 
300 bikes are expected. For more informa-
tion, call 334-400-5356.

ONGOING — The Wiregrass Museum 
of Art hosts First Saturday Family Day the 
fi rst Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m. 
Children and parents will learn about color, 
shape, texture and different types of art 
such as painting, drawing and collage. The 
event is recommended for elementary aged 
children. For more information, visit wire-
grassmuseum.com or call 794-3871.

ENTERPRISE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post member-
ship meetings are at the post headquarters, 
on County Road 537, every third Tuesday 
of the month at 7 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call Connie Hudson at 406-3077, 
Randy Black at 393-6499 or Bob Cooper 
347-7076, or visit the VFW Post 6683 on 
Facebook.

ONGOING — Enterprise State Com-
munity College holds classes to teach Eng-
lish as a second language at the Fort Rucker 
campus Mondays and Wednesdays from 9 
a.m. until noon in Bldg. 4502, Rm. 131.  

GENEVA
ONGOING — The Geneva County Re-

lay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONGOING — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the fi rst Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
TODAY — Disabled American Veterans 

Chapter 99 will meet at 6 p.m. in the New 
Brockton City Hall. Food and drinks will 
be served followed by the election of new 
chapter offi cers and assignment of mem-
bers their place and time for our Forget-
Me-Not fundraiser. Veterans from through-
out the Wiregrass are invited to join as new 
members. For more, call Willie Byrom at 
475-3923.

OZARK

NOW THROUGH JUNE 23 — The 
Dale County Council of Arts and Humani-
ties is hosting the 2012 Black and White 
Show at the Dowling Museum/Ann Rudd 
Art Center. 

The competition is open to all artists 18 
and older. Any works of black and white 
art in the categories of painting, drawing, 
sculpture, printmaking and photography 
will be accepted in the competition. 

Entry fees are $35 for non-members of 
DCCAH and $30 for members of DCCAH 
for the fi rst entry, and $5 for each addi-
tional entry, up to three total entries. Mon-
etary awards will offered for the top three 
entries. 

For questions or additional information, 
call DCCAH President Elizabeth Babine at 
774-7145.

MONDAY — Disabled American Veter-
ans Chapter 94 and Auxiliary, in conjunc-
tion with the city of Ozark, hosts a Memo-

rial Day ceremony at Woodlawn Memory 
Gardens, 531 Hwy 231, at 11 a.m. The 
tribute includes a performance by the 98th 
Army “Silver Wings” Band and a fl y-over. 

Included in the Memorial Day program 
will be a salute to Vietnam veterans in 
recognition of the 50th anniversary of the 
Vietnam War with a short parade of Viet-
nam veterans led by the 98th Army “Silver 
Wings” Band. Vietnam veterans are encour-
aged to come early and form the parade by 
10:30 a.m. in front of the Woodlawn Mem-
ory Gardens Cemetery offi ce. For direc-
tions or information, call 797-9052.

PINCKARD
ONGOING — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sunday 
at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Method-
ist Church.  For more information, call 
983-3064.

SAMSON
ONGOING — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The com-
plex is transformed into a dance hall and 
features music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s, 
fi nger foods, and refreshments. For more 
information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

Various locations
JUNE 4 - JULY 27 — The Wiregrass 

Tennis Association will be offering eight 
weeks of free tennis lessons in Enterprise, 
Eufaula, Ozark and Troy on different days 
throughout the week. For more information or 
to register for the free lessons, call 439-1128 
or visit www.wiregrasstennisassociation.com/
CommunityRelations.html.

Wiregrass community calendar

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs
Chicago Street Farmers Market, Music, 
Movie

Fresh vegetables, plants and fl owers, baked goods, hon-
ey, grass fed beef and shrimp are just a few of the features 
at the Chicago Street Farmers Market in Heritage Park in 
Foley, Ala. Music and a Movie starts at 5:30 with local 
bands and a movie at dusk. The market will be held: Fri-
day; June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, and July 6.

Gulf Coast Pirate Festival
This two-day festival, June 9-10 at the Pensacola Interstate 

Fairgrounds, will feature live cannon fi re, fi erce battles, mer-
maids, pirate dancers, pirate music, pirate games, fi re shows 
and pirate crews from across the Gulf Coast. The event will 
also include food, shopping, carnival and infl atable rides, 
costume contests, pony and camel rides, and an exotic pet-
ting zoo. Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for children 
under 12. For more information, call (850) 429-8462.

Hot Air Balloon Festival
On June 1-2, the city of Valley and the Valley Historic Pres-

ervation Council will host the area’s fi rst-ever Hot Air Balloon 
Festival. This weekend event will kickoff with a balloon glow 
on Friday and the balloon launch will follow on Saturday. For 
more information on the Hot Air Balloon Festival, contact 
Martha Cato at 756-5228 or visit www.cityofvalley.com.

ArchiTreats Lecture
The Alabama Department of Archives and History in 

Montgomery hosts ArchiTreats lectures on the third Thurs-
day each month. The next lecture will be held June 21 from 
noon-1 p.m. and is entitled “History of Automobile License 
Plates in Alabama.”  For more information, call 353-4726 
or visit www.archives.alabama.gov.

World’s Widest Yard Sale
From Phenix City, follow U.S. Hwy. 80 West through-

out Alabama’s Black Belt region for the fi rst-ever World’s 
Widest Yard Sale, May 31-June 2, featuring more than 350 

miles of bargains. Look for an abundance of antiques, col-
lectibles, one-of-a-kind treasures, arts and crafts, food, and 
other items from vendors in designated Black Belt counties 
and small towns. Organized by the Alabama Rural Develop-
ment Offi ce/ Black Belt Commission’s Marketing and Tour-
ism Committee, this backroads tour will provide visitors 
with three days of adventure, combining people’s love of 
treasure hunting with the many historical and cultural ame-
nities found along the route. 

For more information, visit www.widestyardsale.com.

Annual summer open house
Historic Pensacola Village consists of 20 properties in 

the Pensacola National Register Historic District. Ten of 
these properties will be open to the public June 2 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The free open house will feature tours, 
kids activities and living history interpretation throughout 
the day. Tours of the 1805 Lavalle House, the 1871 Clara 
Barkley Dorr House and the 1890 Lear-Rocheblave House 
will be offered every 30 minutes. 

For more information, call (850) 595-5985.

Alabama Tourism set to 
release next 10 road trips
By Edith Parten
Alabama Tourism Department

Girlfriends Getaway, RTJ Golf, Taking it to the Streets
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Pick-of-
the-litter
Meet Cassie, a 15-month-old female lab mix. She is a little shy, 
but sweet and friendly. Cassie is $81 to adopt, which includes 
spaying, a microchip and heartworm testing. For more information 
on animal adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-0766, open 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The facility needs donations such as dry 
or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as well 
as blankets, toys and towels. Donations can be dropped off at 
the veterinary clinic or the commissary. Visit the Fort Rucker 
stray facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.facebook.com/
fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates on the newest 
animals available for adoption. 

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Pilcher
Automotive

www.pilcherautomotive.com
www.pilcherracing.com

Full Auto Machine Shop
5191 County Rd 643 • Chancellor, AL
347-6311 • 1/8 Mile Off Hwy 27 S

At Battens Crossroads on County Road 643

See “Tiny” For That
Right Budget

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

4218 S. Oates St.
Hwy 231 South

Dothan
334-678-5194

www.runawayrv.net

Enduramax

Come See Me!

Franklin “Tiny” Causey,
for your next new or pre-owned RV!

Specializing In:

Allergy & Sinus Disorders
•

Pediatric ENT Problems
•

Skin Cancer
•

Facial Plastic Surgery
•

Thyroid and Head & Neck
Cancer

•
General Ear, Nose &

Throat Problems
•

Voice and Swallowing
Problems

Scott A. Charlton,
MD, FACS

Board Certified in
Otolaryngology,
Head and Neck

Surgery and Allergy

Two convenient locations to serve you:

ENTERPRISE
101 E. Brunson
Street, Suite 102

OZARK
2126 Roy Parker
Road, Suite 206

(334) 308-WENT • (334) 308-9368
sacmdpc@live.com

Audiology Services provided by:
Hearing Associates of Dothan, LLC

(334) 702-4327
Robyn H. Wilkes, Au.D • Jamie B. Shumaker, Au.D

CHOI’S
807 Donnell Blvd

Daleville • 334-503-6717
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Donnell Boulevard
Aviation Wings

Northwood
Shopping Center

CHOI’S

Daleville Gate

Chinese & Korean Restaurant

Welcome Pam!
Hair cuts at

affordable rates!
Walk-ins Welcome

Gabi’s Shear
Expressions

3210 Rucker Blvd
Next to Dawning Point

334-347-1848

WASHINGTON — Unemployed veterans ages 35 
to 60 can apply for up to 12 months of paid training 
through a new program sponsored by the Departments 
of Labor and Veterans Affairs.

The population the Veterans Retraining Assistance 
Program will serve is particularly in need, Curtis L. 
Coy, the VA’s deputy undersecretary for economic op-
portunity, said in an email interview. Of about 900,000 
U.S. veterans who are unemployed, nearly two-thirds 
are between 35 and 60 years old, according to the Labor 
Department.

“The program was created to provide assistance to 
unemployed veterans … who are not covered by any 
of our education programs and need training or [an] 
education boost for today’s high-demand occupations,” 
Coy said.

“They may have had entitlement to education ben-
efi ts at one time, but have either used them or the time 
frame to use them has passed,” he added. “This gener-
ous new benefi t geared toward this specifi c cohort of 
veterans provides them the opportunity to ‘jump start’ a 
new career that they may not have otherwise been able 
to afford.”

The program, which began May 15, provides 12 
months of training assistance equal to the monthly 
full-time payment rate under the Montgomery GI Bill-
Active Duty program, which currently pays $1,473 per 
month.

Participants must be enrolled in a community college 
or technical school program approved for VA benefi ts. 
The program must lead to an associate degree, non-col-
lege degree or certifi cate.

To qualify, a veteran also must:
Be unemployed on the day of application;• 
Have a discharge that is not dishonorable;• 
Not be eligible for any other VA education benefi t • 
program, such as the Post-9/11 GI Bill or Montgom-
ery GI Bill;
Not receive VA compensation for being unemploy-• 
able;
Not be enrolled in a federal or state job training pro-• 
gram; and
Pursue a program that leads to employment in one • 
of 210 occupations the Labor Department desig-
nates as high-demand.

The list of occupations, available on the VA website, 
includes jobs in construction, machine operation, trans-
portation, preschool education, health care and many 
other fi elds.

The program will fund up to 45,000 participants be-
tween July 1 and Sept. 30, and an additional 54,000 par-
ticipants from Oct. 1 through March 31, 2014. Labor 
offi cials said the department will offer employment as-
sistance to every veteran who completes the program.

“The overall aim of VRAP is to help veterans attain 
personal and economic success,” Coy said.

The retraining program is funded under the VOW to 
Hire Heroes Act of 2011. The law expanded education 
and training for veterans, strengthened the Transition 
Assistance Program for service members returning to 
civilian life, and provides tax credits for employers who 
hire unemployed or disabled veterans.

Eligible veterans may call (800) 827-1000 to learn 
more about the program, or visit the website http://
benefi ts.va.gov/vow/education.htm. 

Program offers 
paid training for 
unemployed 
veterans
By Karen Parrish
American Forces Press Service

means 
stop!

Motorists are reminded to obey 
all traffi c signs.
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Soldiers and Families come to 
Lake Tholocco to enjoy an array 
of outdoor recreation activities 
and the new outdoor recreation 
facility offers a “one-stop shop” 
for whatever their needs may 
be, according to John O. Clancy, 
outdoor recreation and Lake Tho-
locco lodging program manager.

Members of the Fort Rucker 
garrison command, outdoor rec-
reation and Directorate of Fam-
ily, Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation gathered at the site of the 
new 3,970-square-foot facility 
on West Beach at Lake Tholocco 
to cut the ribbon and offi cially 
open the new facility Monday.

“It’s my pleasure to be here to-
day to cut the ribbon,” said Col. 
James A. Muskopf, Fort Rucker 
garrison commander. “I’ve had 
the privilege as the garrison com-
mander over the last 22 months 
to cut ribbons and dedicate many 
facilities – six of which were in 
the MWR arena. [These facili-
ties] have made life much bet-
ter for our employees and make 
life better for those people that 
we support the civilians, Family 
members and Soldiers.”

Outdoor recreation offers rec-
reational activities on and around 
Lake Tholocco to Soldiers, Fam-
ilies and the local communities, 
said Clancy, adding that people 
can use the new facility to get 

permits and licenses for fi shing 
and hunting, get information on 
recreation equipment to use ,and 
visit the country store for camp-
ing and refreshment needs.

Col Jessie O. Farrington, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence deputy commander, was 
also present to cut the ribbon and 
said he hopes Families and the 
local community will enjoy what 
the new facility offers for all of 
their outdoor recreation needs.

“[The Directorate of Pub-
lic Works] and all the contrac-
tors have worked to make this 
a world-class facility,” he said, 
adding that Lake Tholocco is the 
place to go for recreation for Sol-
diers that might not be able to af-
ford a trip down to the beach.

Clancy said the need for the 
new facility came as outdoor 
recreation began to outgrow the 
older facility and wasn’t able to 
provide everything that patrons 

wanted and needed.
“Our new facility added a 

country store, and more hunt-
ing and fi shing supplies,” he 
said. “Outdoor recreation also 
combined with Lake Lodging 
[to make it easier] for patrons to 
get everything they need in one 
area.”

The commitment that the Army 
has put into the new facilities to 
take care of Families and Sol-
diers is “absolutely impressive,” 

said Farrington.
“It just shows the continuous 

commitment that [the Army has] 
to our local community,” he said. 
“From the cabins that we have on 
West Beach, the improved recre-
ational vehicle sites and the new 
cabins going up on East Beach.”

The ribbon cutting ceremony 
showed the Army’s commitment 
as well as individual commitment 
as Muskopf gave recognition and 
presented an award and a coin to 
Lt. Col. Craig Unrath, Outdoor 
Recreation advisory president 
and recipient of the Friends of 
Recreation award, for his hun-
dreds of hours of volunteer time 
in outdoor recreation.

Unrath also won the Atlan-
tic region Friends of Recreation 
award.

“This is one of the best garri-
son command teams and staffs 
that I’ve ever worked with,” 
said Farrington. “I just want to 
say how important this is to Fort 
Rucker and the community – it’s 
just over the top.”

Farrington compared the ef-
forts of Fort Rucker’s MWR ef-
forts and facilities to those of the 
Navy and Air Force’s recreation 
facilities near the beach, and said 
“we defi nitely rival them with 
the MWR facilities that we have 
at Fort Rucker.”

For more information on out-
door recreation and the new fa-
cility, visit www.ftruckermwr.
com.

German Armed Forces Profi ciency 
Badges were awarded to 42 participating 
Soldiers at a pinning ceremony May 16, 
the culmination of six weeks of intense 
physical training.

Sgt. Maj. Mohamed Bouhloui, German 
Army liaison staff member and training 
supervisor for the Soldiers, led off the 
ceremony with a welcome to friends and 
Family as well as some background in-
formation on the prestigious award.

“The German Armed Forces Profi cien-
cy Badge is a foreign award offered by the 
host country Germany” said Bouhloui.  
“It was made available to U.S. service 
members [starting in] 1972, and is based 
on overall military performance, physical 
ability, and, most importantly, the overall 
professional character of the Soldier.”

Lt. Col. Martin Geller, commander of 
the German Army liaison staff, praised 
Bouhloui, who he called a “real grunter,” 
for supervising all training exercises, 
even at the expense of his own leisure 
time.  

“Sergeant Major Bouhloui has been 
training Soldiers for the event for two 

years and has awarded a total of 139 of 
the badges in gold and silver on Fort 
Rucker,” he said

He also highlighted the contributions 
Staff Sgt. Jamie P. Osmon and Sgt. 1st 
Class Michael Maxwell, assistant trainers 
for the competition, both of whom were 
supportive throughout all days of training 
as well as the specifi cation test week.

“I think [the competition] is a good in-
terest for both sides,” said Geller. “[The 
American Soldiers] learn a little bit of 
German military culture and the Germans 
learn a lot of things as well [from their 
American counterparts].”

The badge itself is awarded in gold, 
silver and bronze, and the level of award 
received depends on performance in the 
road march and shooting portions of the 
exercise. Other events Soldiers must 
compete in include a 100-meter sprint, 
3,000-meter run, long jump, 200-meter 
swim, and shot put throw, according to 
Osmon, who emphasized the diffi culty of 
competing at this level of athleticism.

“Only Soldiers possessing a high level 
of aptitude and discipline can be recom-
mended to compete for the badge,” said 
Osmon.  “The Olympic-style events are 
based on the Soldier’s age group and are 

on a pass or fail basis.  The pistol compe-
tition requires Soldiers to hit three targets 
with fi ve rounds from the 25-meter line.  
The road march is the culminating event, 
where Soldiers carry no less than 15 kilo-
grams (33 pounds).  

“Soldiers compete for esprit de corps, 
self-fulfi llment and satisfaction, to en-
hance their DA photograph to get looked 
upon favorably by promotion authorities 
with a foreign award,” he added.

“For me, it was a real pleasure to 
hear about the results in all the specifi c 
events,” said Geller.  “I have seen and 
heard about your fi ghting spirit, your 
comradeship and your team spirit.  I re-
member, during the road march portion, 
seeing the friendly behavior, selfl essness, 
boundless help and great comradeship.

“I always like to see young and some-
times older experienced Soldiers work-
ing together; offi cers, warrant offi cers 
and NCOs fi ghting as a team to reach this 
goal.  I’ve seen and heard that you were 
all fi ghting to the point of exhaustion.  
Hopefully you will all remember this 
event, this team, this year and the special 
German-American friendship for the fu-
ture,” he said.

Of the 42 Soldiers who received the 

badge, only two received the silver badge, 
with the remaining 40 receiving gold.  

Master Sgt. Jeffrey Herzog, a partici-
pant and recipient of the badge, praised 
the level of encouragement and team-
work evident throughout the training.

“It was an amazing experience to see 
some of the motivation that Sergeant Ma-
jor Bouhloui provided every morning,” 
said Herzog.  “The level of competition 
from within the group, it was a great team 
building experience.”

Herzog also discussed how German 
Army athleticism compares to U.S. Army 
athletic testing.

“As far as the run goes, it was very 
competitive compared to the U.S. Army 
Physical Fitness Test run,” he said. “The 
road march was very comparable to an 
air assault road march and the swim was 
a challenge for some people.  The long 
jump was the hardest event for me.”

Herzog also received a coin from Geller 
and was recognized during the ceremony 
for his commitment to ensuring that he 
and his wife, Capt. Deborah Herzog, 
who also competed for and received the 
badge, fi nished together.

“It was just all about making sure we 
both got through it,” he said.
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Sports
GOING FOR GOLD
Soldier dominates skeet at 
U.S. Olympic Shotgun Trials

Story on Page D3
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Col. Jessie O. Farrington (fourth from the left), USAACE deputy commander, Col. James A. Muskopf (center), Fort Rucker gar-
rison commander, and members of the Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation cut the ribbon to the new outdoor 
recreation facility at West Beach on Lake Tholocco Monday.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

New lake facility shows commitment to quality of life

Soldiers earn German Armed 
Forces Proficiency Badge

COURTESY PHOTO

Sgt. Maj. Mohamed Bouhloui (shown in black), German Army liaison staff member and training supervisor for the German Armed Forces Profi ciency Badge competition, runs with Soldiers at the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Facility track as they train for the specifi cation and test week for the badge.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer



D2  ★  MAY 24, 2012  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

See Page D3 for this week’s answers. See Page D3 for this week’s answers.

Down Down TimeTime

Kid’s Corner

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.



TUCSON, Ariz. — Resembling the form 
that earned him a gold medal at the 2008 
Beijing Olympic Games, Army Sgt. Vincent 
Hancock crushed skeet competitors at the 
2012 U.S. Olympic Shotgun Team Trials, 
Friday-Sunday, at the Tucson Trap & Skeet 
Club.

Hancock missed only fi ve of 275 targets 
and prevailed by 11 points during three days 
of shooting in the desert. Frank Thompson of 
Alliance, Neb., earned Team USA’s second 
Olympic berth in skeet by winning a three-
way shoot-off against Jon Michael McGrath 
of Tulsa, Okla., and U.S. Army World Class 
Athlete Program Staff Sgt. Mark Weeks of 
Clinton Township, N.J.

In double trap competition, Sgt. Glen Eller, 
a U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit shooter 
from Katy, Texas, earned his fourth Olympic 
berth with a victory over AMU teammate 
Sgt. Jeff Holguin of Yorba Linda, Calif.

“I’m shooting probably some of the best 
scores and rounds that I’ve shot in a long, 
long time, so I’m really looking forward to 
getting back on that world stage and winning 
another Olympic gold,” said Hancock, 23, a 
Soldier in the U.S. Army Marksmanship 
Unit at Fort Benning, Ga. “I’m moving the 
gun great and seeing the targets really good. 
A couple of the targets that I missed were 
basically just a lapse of concentration on my 
part, which is a good thing because I know 
I can fi x that. Other than that, my mechan-
ics are great and everything is looking really 
good.”

Hancock missed two clay pigeons on a 
windy Friday, one on Saturday, and two 
on Sunday. He obliterated the other 270 to 
punch his ticket to London.

“It’s pretty much just a relief to get this be-
hind me,” Hancock said. “I was really look-
ing forward to coming out here. It’s a good 
match to prepare myself for the Olympics 
because it’s a big match and it’s got a lot of 
weight, just another opportunity for me to go 
out and run my routine and get ready for the 
Olympic Games.”

Hancock came to Tucson holding a three-
target lead from the Fall Selection Matches 
in Kerrville, Texas, where the fi rst half of 
the U.S. Olympic Shotgun Team Trials were 
contested.

“I came in with a lead so I was comfort-
able, but I wanted to just build on that,” Han-
cock said. “I wanted to put as much distance 
between me and second and third place as 
possible. I ran my routine just like I would at 

a World Cup or any international match, just 
put the hammer down.”

Several years have passed since Hancock 
put together a performance this strong.

“Unfortunately, we haven’t seen it in the 
last couple or three years,” said Team USA 
head shotgun coach Bret Erickson, 52, a 
retired Army sergeant fi rst class and a four-
time Olympic shooter who will make his 
Olympic coaching debut in London. “Obvi-
ously, when you spend your life shooting for 
an Olympic gold medal and then he goes in 
2008 and does it, it’s like ‘what do I do now?’ 
And you see him just kind of sitting back and 
saying, ‘Alright, I’ve already been there and 
done that.’ And you let up. You have to. You 
can’t keep that intensity for year after year 
after year.”

But Hancock has geared up again for 
some off the most intense competition in the 
world, Erickson said.

“He’s getting back. The fi re is back. He 
went to London for the pre-test event and 
made the fi nal, got in a shoot-off for a bronze, 
lost the shoot-off and fi nished fourth,” Erick-
son said. “But, hey, nobody ever wins that 
match and then wins the Olympics. He came 
in fourth in 2008 in the pre-Olympic match 
and that worked out pretty well, so I think 
we’re just fi ne.”

Erickson was delighted to see the deter-
mined look return to Hancock’s eyes, along 
with the confi dent swagger the Soldier dis-

plays between shots.
“It was good to see him back in a fi nal to 

feel that rush and just put himself in position 
to win,” Erickson said. “You can never count 
him out. He is absolutely one of the best, if 
not the best skeet shooter in the world. We 

just haven’t seen it in a couple years, but I 
think it’s coming.”

Weeks, who has competed in fi ve U.S. 
Olympic Shotgun Team Trials and served as 
an assistant coach for Hancock in Beijing, 
concurred.

“To be honest with you, I focused a lot 
on my own game plan, but following [Han-
cock], I am always in awe watching him,” 
Weeks said. “Being in the sport for so long, 
I haven’t seen anybody who just is that con-
sistent and that dominant and is that good at 
putting a shotgun in his hand. The kid is a 
one of a kind and a great human being. I’m 
glad to call him my teammate. He’s told me 
many times I’m a big brother to him, and 
he’s like a little brother to me.

“I’ve got to shoot with him and witness 
everything that he’s been successful with 
since 2005. I’ve been a competitor with him 
on the trips and watched him win medals all 
the way up to being the assistant coach and 
watching him win the gold medal in Bei-
jing.

“When I’m old and got grandkids, he’s 
going to be somebody we’re going to talk 
about forever,” Weeks added. “He’s going 
to go down as one of the greatest shotgun 
shooters to ever set foot in the international 
game.”

Hancock, who ever so humbly takes such 
praise in stride, said he feels fortunate just to 
be reinvigorated about his game.
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Hancock dominates skeet at U.S. Olympic Shotgun Trials
By Tim Hipps
IMCOM Public Affairs

U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit shotgun shooter Sgt. Vincent Hancock of Fort Benning, Ga., holds a com-
manding lead after 150 of 275 targets in men’s skeet competition Saturday at the 2012 U.S. Olympic 
Shotgun Team Trials at the Tucson Trap & Skeet Club in Tucson, Ariz. Hancock, an Olympic gold medalist 
at the 2008 Beijing Games, has a nine-bird lead over U.S. Army World Class Athlete Program shooter 
Sgt. Mark Weeks, who sits in a three-way tie for the second berth on Team USA to compete in the 2012 
London Olympic Games. The skeet fi nals are set for Sunday.

PHOTO BY TIM HIPPS
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The LOW rates

fromour Annual

Car, Boat & RV

Sale have been

EXTENDED!

Apply online, at any branch or by
phone today! You can also finance
with us right from one of our

preferred dealerships!

Not amember?
If you live, work, worship, or attend
school in mostWiregrass areas, you
can join! Stop by any of our 10
Wiregrass locations today!

Don’t miss the low interest rates
still available on the car, truck, boat

or RV of your dreams.
Hurry! Offer only good until May 31!



The “Ghost Recon” se-
ries from Ubisoft has long 
been thought of as the 
“thinking man’s” shooter. 
Instead of putting the em-
phasis on running and gun-
ning like some shooters, 
“Ghost Recon” tried to 
teach us that only rookies 
play “war” that way. Some 
of that realism gap has 
closed over the years, but 
the newest “Ghost Recon” 
release continues on a real-
istic path.

“Tom Clancy’s Ghost Re-
con Future Soldier” takes 
place in the near future. A 
dirty bomb has taken out 
a Ghost team, and another 
Ghost team (consisting of 
Kozak, Ghost Lead, Pep-
per and 30k) is tasked with 

tracking down the source 
of the dirty bomb. During 
the campaign, the Ghosts 
will visit places such as 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Russia 
and Norway.

The game is a third-per-
son cover-based shooter, 
except it switches to a fi rst-
person camera in order 
to facilitate more precise 
aiming. Cover can be par-
tially destroyed, forcing 
the players to constantly 

seek other hiding spots. A 
new feature in the series is 
the “optical camoufl age,” a 
form of active camoufl age 
which allows the Ghosts to 
become harder to see. Un-
like previous Ghost Recon 
games, the gamer will not 
micromanage their squad. 
Instead, the gamer can 
mark targets. During fi re-
fi ghts, the gamer can mark 
one high priority target, 
on which squad-members 

should focus fi re. 
Gamers will also be able 

to control drones.
The game has an impres-

sive set of features that will 
be a hit with the more seri-
ous shooter fans. The mul-
tiplayer modes keep the 
focus on realism, which 
means plenty of us will be 
playing this game through-
out the summer. 

Reviewed on Xbox 360
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Publisher 
Ubisoft
Rated 
Mature

Systems
Xbox360, PS3

Cost
$60

Overall 
3 out of 4

Video Game Spotlight >>

(Editor’s note: All opinions stated in the Video Game Spotlight are solely those of the article’s author.)

COURTESY SCREENSHOT

TRIATHLON TRAINING 
Sports, fi tness and aquatics 

recently started its triathlon 
training program to help 
people get ready to compete 
in triathlons, or just to get in 
better shape with a diverse 
workout regimen. The pro-
gram meets Mondays-Fridays 
at 11:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Flynn Pool under the Triathlete 
banner, where people meet 
to work out together in run-
ning, swimming and cycling. 
People are welcome to use 
the group workouts as a way 
to meet other triathletes, 
share workout techniques and 
schedule other workout ses-
sions. Additionally, the group 
will discuss specifi c workouts, 
seasonal plan templates, race 
specifi cs, running and cycling 
routes, safety and nutritional 
information. All ability levels 
are welcome and even people 
who just want to train for one 
event.

Additionally, sports, fi tness 
and aquatics will host two 
Triathlon Workshops May 12 
and June 2 from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Flynn Pool. People 
should bring their running 
shoes, bikes, goggles and a 
change of clothes, although 
people without bikes are still 
welcome to participate.

For more on the group or the 
workshops, call Jon Cole at 
255-9162 or send an email to 
jonathan.d.cole@us.army.mil.

ARMY STRONG TRIATHLON
The Directorate of Family, 

Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation hosts the Army Strong 
Triathlon June 16 at 7 a.m. at 
West Beach, Lake Tholocco. 
The event features a quarter-
mile swim, 10.6-mile bike ride 
and 3.1-mile run. Registration 
costs $40 until June 9 and 
then $50 from June 10–16. 
Registration for relay teams 
(maximum of three people) is 
$70 until June 9 and then $80 
from June 10– 6. Participants 
who pre-register by June 9 
will receive a T-shirt. Those 
who register after June 9 will 
receive T-shirts while supplies 
last. Cash awards will be given 
to top fi nishers and the top 
relay team. The event is open 
to the public. 

For more, call 255-3794.

SPORTS 
BRIEFS

Swap Your Ride Sales EventSwap Your Ride Sales Event

805 Glover Ave ~ Enterprise
334.347.2245

NEW!

NEW!

NEW! NEW!

Ghost Recon maintains battlefield realism
By Jim Van Slyke
Contributing Writer
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