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The Fort Rucker Army Community of 
Excellence awards ceremony will take place 
Nov. 14 from 2-3:30 p.m. at the post theater.  
Patrons who shop at the post exchange, com-
missary and thrift store may experience some 
challenges with parking due to the large turn-

out of personnel expected to attend the event. 
While the installation will provide overflow 
parking in support of this event, patrons may 
want to consider avoiding the anticipated 
traffic congestion from 1:30-3:30 p.m. when 
planning their shopping.  People planning 

to attend the ACOE ceremony are asked to 
carpool to the event as much as possible to 
help reduce the traffic and parking issue. Fort 
Rucker appreciates the patronage of its facili-
ties and apologizes for any delays or impacts 
people might experience that day.

Army Community of Excellence ceremony

When people think of Native 
Americans, many images come 
to mind, like teepees, feather 
headdresses and war drums, but 
this year’s celebration of Native 
American History Month aimed 
to give people a deeper insight 
into a culture rich with heritage.

The Fort Rucker Equal Op-
portunity Office and the Army 
Air Force Exchange Service 
teamed up to kick off Native 
American History Month at the 
post exchange Friday to edu-
cate people on Native American 
culture, celebrate the diversity 
of the nation and bring people 
closer together as Soldiers and 
civilians, according to Master 
Sgt. Thomas Reid, chief equal 
opportunity adviser.

“As with all of our heritage 
observations, it is important to 
celebrate the diversity of our na-
tion and our Army,” said Reid. 
“By observing the different 
ethnic groups that make up our 

society, we learn, not just how 
different we are, but how alike 
we are.

“It’s very important for all of 
us to be exposed to the history,” 
he continued. “Native Ameri-

cans have contributed in every 
conflict in America’s history 
and (they) have the highest re-
cord of service per capita when 
compared to the other ethnic 
groups.”

The celebration featured food, 
singing, dancing and displays 
to help educate people on the 
culture and heritage of Native 
Americans, and also featured 
members of various local tribes, 
including Choctaw, Cherokee, 
Creek and the Dakota.

Richard Greybull, who is 
a sixth grade teacher at Fort 
Rucker Elementary School, as 
well as a member of the Dakota 
Tribe, was among those of Na-
tive American decent to educate 
those in attendance.

“We do this every year to try 
and share a little bit of our cul-
ture, our traditions and our heri-
tage,” he said. “We want to in-
form and educate (people) that 
not all (Native Americans) are 
the same.

“When people usually think of 
Native Americans, they think of 
teepees and the warpath, but not 
everyone lived in teepees and 
not everyone hunted the same 
animals,” Greybull continued. 

Bazaar offers early holiday shopping

Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general, and Aviation Branch Command Sgt. Maj. James 
H. Thomson, salute after laying a wreath during last year’s Veterans Day ceremony. This year’s ceremony is Friday at 3:30 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Park 
in front of the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. In the event of inclement weather, the ceremony will be held in the museum. 
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People around the Wiregrass can mark 
their calendars for the annual Fort Rucker 
Community Spouses’ Club’s Hollyday Ba-
zaar Nov. 16 where they can take advantage 
of all that local businesses have to offer this 
season and get ahead in their holiday shop-
ping.

FRCSC, which has been giving back to 
the Fort Rucker and Wiregrass communities 
for more than 30 years, will hold the bazaar 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Yano Hall, Bldg. 
6005 on Fort Rucker, between the Lemon 
Lot and the U.S. Army Aviation Museum on 
Andrews Avenue.  The event is open to the 
public.

The official opening ceremony and rib-
bon cutting will be at 8:45 a.m. and shop-
ping will begin at 9. Admission to the event 
is $5 per person; children 12 and younger 
get in free.  Admission to the event benefits 
the FRCSC’s local scholarship and commu-

Post celebrates Native American History

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Honoring veterans

See Bazaar, Page A7
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The FRCSC joins the Foxhounds, Warrant Officer Career College Class 1401, Nov. 2 as they paint Sgt. Ted E. Bear as a polar elf to advertise the annual Hollyday Bazaar, which 
will be held Nov. 16 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Yano Hall, Bldg. 6005 on Fort Rucker, between the Lemon Lot and the U.S. Army Aviation Museum on Andrews Avenue.

See history, Page A7

Richard Greybull, member of the Dakota Tribe, and Donald Miller, retired mili-
tary of Cherokee descent, perform a dance to honor veterans during the Native 
American History Month kickoff celebration at the post exchange Friday.
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Students from three fifth grade 
classes pledge to say no to drugs, al-
cohol and peer pressure as they join a 
long legacy of Fort Rucker Elemen-
tary School students that have gone 
through the Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education program.

More than 65 students graduated 
Tuesday from the 10-week program, 
during which the children learned 
about adversity, drug abuse, alcohol 
abuse, peer pressure and bullying, 
according to Spc. Susan Stone, Fort 
Rucker’s DARE officer.

“The DARE program is about 
teaching children at a young age that 
they can say ‘no’ to drugs, and not 
just drugs, but pressures in general,” 
said Stone. “If they aren’t experienc-
ing it now, they will. We’re just giv-
ing them the tools that they can utilize 
to say ‘no.’”

Throughout the program, the chil-
dren participated in exercises to get 
to know each other, learned how to 
talk with adults that they trusted, and 
learned to work and help each other 
when needed.

Drug abuse is a serious issue that 
continues to cause serious problems 
in our society,” said Marcel Dumais, 
Fort Rucker chief of police. “The 
DARE program that all of these 
young people have just completed 
will hopefully pay big dividends as 
they grow up into their teens and 
through adulthood.”

Dumais said that DARE is not only 
about teaching students about drugs 
and alcohol, but about what being 
grown up is all about. He said it’s 
about not giving into peer pressure, 
making the right decisions and learn-
ing to cope with life’s problems in a 
positive way.

Dumais also said that DARE is as 
much for the parents as it is for the 
students, because parents need to be 
involved in their children’s lives in 
order for them to grown into respon-
sible adults.

“For the parents, I ask that they fol-
low some of the tips from this pro-
gram,” he said. “Educate yourself 
on drug and alcohol abuse so that 
you have the necessary tools to talk 
with (your children) and answer their 

Students 
DARE to 
say ‘no’ 
to drugs
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

See DARE, Page A7



Hate change? If your answer is “yes,” you’re not alone — 
many people do. 

But living in a changing world is the only thing that we have 
known since we began our journey through life. In this day and 
age, not only is the climate changing, so are the jobs and the way 
we obtain them. 

Gone are the days when you can just walk into a state em-
ployment office or thumb through the newspapers and find a job 
quickly. Oh, you can still do that, but it’s much more involved 
– you have to do most of the work. 

Even if you make a visit to the one-stop-career center (for-
merly known as state employment office), you have to search 
for jobs on-line and then submit your resume for that particular 
job announcement to that company on-line. This requires that 

you become computer savvy. It wouldn’t hurt if you also knew 
how to put a resume together that highlights your skills and 
qualifications, and makes you the best applicant for a particular 
job. 

Today’s on-line resume submissions are fast and effective 
— if you know what key words to put in your on-line resume. 
Companies today use key words related to their particular job 
announcement to search for the best applicants. This procedure 
saves the company time and money finding the top candidates. 

Remember the old axiom, “garbage in, garbage out,” when it 
comes to submitting your resumes on-line. If the words that the 
employers are searching for aren’t in your resume, your resume 
becomes garbage, is deleted and placed in the trash can. 

This can become very frustrating to job seekers because they 
are never told why they were not considered for a job. It doesn’t 
matter how much experience you might have had in a particular 
career field, if the key words are omitted, your resume isn’t go-

ing to be selected to be reviewed by the human resource profes-
sional. 

Even though the amount of jobs are shrinking in the current 
economic environment, there are more types of jobs than ever 
before. A few years ago, Web design and gene splitting were not 
even thought of. In the future, there will be even more jobs that 
don’t have a title right now. 

The alternative energy sources will give way to new types of 
jobs. So will science and technology as we adapt to the needs 
of our changing world. Job seekers should stay tuned in to all 
the new job titles that come into being each year. Who knows, 
you may want to qualify for one of them. But a good bet is your 
resume will have to be submitted on-line and need the right key 
words.

Let the ACAP center help you meet the changing environ-
ment of job hunting. Transitioning Soldiers and their spouses 
should call the Fort Rucker ACAP Center at 255-2558.
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Perspective

Spc. David Shumaker, 
LAHC

“I help to give them a better 
quality of life and meet their 
physical fitness goals.”

“I like to make a monetary 
donation to various veteran or-
ganizations.”

“I attend as many ceremonies 
as I can and I thank them on a 
daily basis.”

“I don’t celebrate on a specific 
day. We honor them every day 
when the flag goes down and 
when Taps plays at night. We 
don’t need to make a special 
day for them, even though there 
is one.”

Abdel Bilal, 
military veteran

Staff Sgt. David Seymour, 
NCOA

Shaun McElderry, 
civilian  

Veterans Day is Monday. How do you honor the sacrifice made by 
service members, both current and prior?“ ”

“I always try to attend at least 
one Veterans Day ceremony 
this time of year, and I have 
a cookout in remembrance 
and celebration of past and 
present.” 

Sgt. 1st Class 
Brian Brenner, 

NCOA
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Statement of Publication 

authorization
The Army Flier is an authorized 

publication for members of the 
Department of Defense. Contents 
of the Army Flier are not necessarily 
the official views of, or endorsed by, 
the U.S. government, or the Depart-
ment of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publica-
tion is the responsibility of the Fort 
Rucker Public Affairs Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published 
weekly by The Dothan Eagle, a private 
company in no way connected with 
the U.S. government under exclu-
sive contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

The appearance of advertising in 

this publication, including inserts or 
supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the U.S. Army or 
The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters
For business, advertisements, 

subscriptions or to report printing 
errors, contact The Dothan Eagle, 227 
N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or 
call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for 
all printing matters and commercial 
advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for 
the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army 
Flier is prepared, edited, provided 
and approved by the Public Affairs 
Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement
Everything advertised in this pub-

lication shall be made available for 

purchase, use or patronage without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital status, 
physical handicap, political affiliation 
or any other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this 
equal opportunity policy by an ad-
vertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from 
that source until the violation is 
corrected.

Editorial contacts
Contribute news items or photo-

graphs by contacting the Army Flier, 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334) 
255-2028 or 255-1239; calls to other 
PAO numbers are not normally 
transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please contact 
the editor at jhughes@armyflier.com.

By Bryan Tharpe
Fort Rucker Army Career and Alumni Program

Job hunting in a changing world
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News Briefs
Veterans Day

Fort Rucker hosts its Veterans Day ceremony Friday at 3:30 
p.m. at Veterans Memorial Park in front of the U.S. Army 
Aviation Museum. 

Lyster door closure
The revolving door at the front entrance of Lyster Army 

Health Clinic will be closed today through Nov. 18 so con-
tractors can install a new door. A temporary entrance will be 
available to the left of the front entrance. 

TRICARE and the Affordable Care Act
Beneficiaries enrolled to TRICARE are considered to have 

the minimum essential coverage required by the Affordable 
Care Act. However, keeping information up to date in the De-
fense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System is essential to 
maintaining your coverage, according to Lyster officials. The 
Internal Revenue Service will use information from DEERS to 
verify people’s coverage. It is also important to update DEERS 
when personal eligibility information changes, including mili-
tary career status and Family status, e.g., marriage, divorce, 
birth and adoption.

Black Friday at PX
With a quarter of its work force comprised of military Fam-

ily members, the Army and Air Force Exchange Service is 
a true example of Family serving Family, according to Don 
Walter Jr., Fort Rucker Main Store manager. As such, the fo-
cus on Thanksgiving Day will be on Family and shopping will 
have to wait until Friday. 

Customers will not have to wait long to start their holiday 
shopping as the Fort Rucker Exchange doors open at 4 a.m. 
the day after Thanksgiving.

“As a part of the military community, the exchange under-
stands that time with Family, for both customers and associ-
ates, is a priority,” Walter said. “An early opening at the Fort 
Rucker Exchange on Black Friday will allow shoppers to give 
thanks with loved ones and still partake in the savings.” 

Authorized shoppers can get a head start on special pro-
motions, updated throughout the holiday season, by visiting 
the exchange’s “Sale Flyers” page at http://www.shopmyex-
change.com/ExchangeStores/SalesFlyer.aspx.

240th Assault Helicopter Company
Former members and Families of the 240th Assault Heli-

copter Company who served in Vietnam from May 1967 to 
October 1971 are invited to a 240th AHC memorial dedica-
tion Nov. 8 at Fort Rucker. 

For more information, send an email to Bob Cooper at 
bob.bcooper.gmail.com, or call (334) 347-7076.

Hollyday Bazaar
The Fort Rucker Community Spouses Club will hold its 

Hollyday Bazaar Nov. 16 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Yano 
Hall. The pre-holiday shoping event has been a Wiregrass 
tradition for more than 30 years, according to FRSC of-
ficials.  This year’s event features more than 75 vendors, 
holiday goods, music, entertainment, prizes, a visit from 
Santa and more. Proceeds will benefit FRCSC scholarship 
and community welfare programs.  Admission will be $5, 
while those ages 12 and younger are admitted for free.  

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-Fri-

days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and also the first Saturday of 
the month from 8 a.m. to noon, unless it falls on a holiday 
weekend and then the shop will be open on the second Sat-
urday.

The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted items. People 
can drop off donations at any time in the shed behind the 
shop (former Armed Forces Bank building) located in front 
of the theater next door to the bowling alley. Donations are 
tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Alcoholics Anonymous meets Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 

Spiritual Life Center, Bldg. 8939, Rm. 38. AA is described 
by chapel officials as a fellowship of men and women who 
share their experience, strength and hope with each other so 
that they may solve their common problem and help others 
to recover from the use of alcohol. The program is focused 
on spirituality and religion, having an impact on changing 
a person’s life. 

For more information, contact the religious support of-
fice at 255-2989.  

Volunteer drivers
Lyster is looking for volunteers to drive the golf cart, 

which runs from the parking lot to the front entrance of 

the clinic and temporary pharmacy. The clinic is in need 
of volunteers who can work on rotating shifts until 4 p.m. 
during the week -- even one hour of helping patients to and 
from the clinic is helpful. 

For more information or to sign up, call 255-7358. 

Honoring patients
Lyster wants to share what makes you a great American 

hero, according to the clinic’s public affairs representative. 
Each month Lyster will honor a patient on the clinic TVs, 
Lyster’s Facebook page and in the post newspaper. Honor-
ees’ name, a brief description of their military contributions 
and a photo will be included. Soldiers, retirees, spouses and 
children can all participate.

To sign up or nominate a friend or Family member, send 
an e-mail to katherine.i.rosario.civ@mail.mil. 

ID card section
Those who need a military or military dependent ID card 

may make an appointment by calling 255-2437 or 255-
2182. Walk-ins are served on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. People may experience delays in service from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

Employee Assistance Program
Federal civilian employees feeling stressed or anxious 

or experiencing financial strain or hardship because of the 
government shutdown can still access the Employee Assis-
tance Program during furlough.  

EAP is a professional service that provides assessment, 
problem solving, coaching, information, consultation, 
counseling, resource identification, referral and support to 
federal civilian employees.  EAP works in partnership with 
managers to complement and enhance their strengths. The 
program helps improve productivity, morale, and employee 
motivation by providing timely support to both manag-
ers and employees. The EAP is designed to help with any 
concern or issue.  The resources of the EAP are available 
to employees and managers with both personal and work-
related concerns.

The EAP is completely confidential in accordance with 
state and federal laws.  Fort Rucker’s EAP coordinator is 
Jesse Hunt.  He can be reached by calling 255-7678, or 
visiting his office at Lyster Health Clinic, Bldg. 301, Rm. 
T-125, during duty hours. 

Flying Chinooks a Family affair
Power, versatility, speed, ef-

ficiency, the sound of double 
blades beating the air into sub-
mission – these are the things that 
attracted three infantrymen to the 
workhorse of Army Aviation, the 
CH-47 Chinook. 

But another aspect of being a 
helicopter pilot also drew them in 
– Family immersion. 

WO1 Ryan Thurgood, B Com-
pany, 2nd Aviation Regiment, 
149th General Support Aviation 
Battalion from Grand Prairie, 
Texas, is the newest Aviator to be 
added to this Family of Soldiers, 
which includes his father, retired 
Maj. Gen. Keith Thurgood; his 
uncle, Brig. Gen. Neil Thurgood, 
Program Executive Officer, Mis-
siles and Space, Redstone Arse-
nal; and his grandfather, retired 
Lt. Col. Leon Thurgood – who 
spent 32 years in the Army.

Though Ryan is the third gen-
eration of his Family to go into 
the service, there is something 
more unique about his new career 
choice – he followed in the foot-
steps of his uncle and grandfather 

by first becoming an infantryman 
then becoming a CH-47 Chinook 
pilot. 

“I always had a desire to serve 
in some capacity. That probably 
came from growing up in my fa-
ther’s boots and hearing all the 
stories from everyone. But when 
I enlisted I knew I would eventu-
ally be an Aviator because I knew 
that is where my passion really 
fell,” he said.

The Family torch didn’t have 
to be carried on though, flight 
school is long, hard and rigorous, 
especially on a young Soldier 
with a young Family who already 
had a successful career, but Ryan 
“just knew” when he was 18 that 
he had to fly Chinooks when the 
time was right.

“Chinooks are the fastest . . . 
it carries the most weight, it can 
go the highest,” he said. “It is just 
so powerful. I can pick up several 
helicopters with my helicopter. It 
is the sexiest, too. They even used 
to carry guns on them. There is 
nothing better than being on the 
ground and hearing a Chinook 
come in. They have a real deep 
thud, and it is really inspiring to 
see one come in close.”

Leon began the tradition in the 
1950s when, tired of walking, he 
decided to turn in his truck and 
ruck for something a little more 
aerial. He went infantry, The 
Queen of Battle, and was then 
commissioned as an officer in 
1963. That’s when his dusty boots 
began leaving the ground and his 
legacy was born.

Adventure begun, he flew Chi-
nooks in Vietnam, he saw Avia-
tion become a branch and he wit-
nessed a child, then a grandchild, 
follow in his flight path.

Neil was the first in line to 
catch the sweet aroma of helicop-
ter exhaust. Faster than a pilot can 
say ‘startup procedure checklist,’ 
Neil enlisted as an infantryman to 
form a Soldier foundation for his 
career, believing that good pilots 
are made from those who have 
served on the ground first.

“My father always said that the 
heart of our Army is the ground 
force, but I realized as a young 
private that I wanted to fly because 
I saw how effective of a piece it 
was for the Army,” he continued. 
“I think being enlisted is impor-
tant for our officer corps.”

Once becoming a Chinook pi-

lot, though, flying in the same 
unit, the 213th Black Cats, as his 
father with the same tail numbers 
exactly 20 years later just added 
wind to the rotor blades.

Following the legacy that his 
grandfather unintentionally bred 
is something that Ryan said just 
came naturally to him. Knowing 
he would become a better Avia-
tor, officer and leader, he began 
his adventure in the enlisted ranks 
first, like his uncle and grandfa-
ther before him.

Once his mind was made up 
and the time was right, Ryan tight-
ened his bootstraps and kissed the 
ground goodbye when he put in 
his packet to become a Chinook 
pilot.  

“Now, as a pilot, I can better 
understand those ground com-
manders and know what they are 
possibly thinking,” he said. “I 
know I can better support those 
guys because I was one of those 
guys. And flying a helicopter is 
one of the best ways you can sup-
port your fellow Soldiers, espe-
cially in a CH-47.”

The Thurgood’s attraction for 
the Chinook does not only ema-
nate from Leon, it comes from the 

love of Aviation and the CH-47 it-
self. And now Aviation is held in 
the same regard as another Fam-
ily member.  

The seduction began with the 
aircraft’s ability to attack, sup-
ply, assault and provide medical 
assistance. The large chance that 
they would be exposed to differ-
ent events and pieces of the Army 
that other helicopter airframe pi-
lots do not get to experience was 
irresistible as well.

“You see our three generations 
because we were all held up to 
different expectations growing 
up. That generational thing is tied 
to the culture of Army Aviation, 
and built around our Family and 
joined to the Army,” said Neil.

The wind beneath the Thur-
good’s blades might not end with 
Ryan. 

“My oldest son is pretty much 
fully indoctrinated into Aviation,” 
said Ryan. “He can already tell 
what airframe is what, and he 
likes wearing my gear around the 
house. I don’t think it is a phase. 
He can even spit out helicopter 
facts, but he likes the Apaches 
and he is more than welcome to 
make up his own mind.”

Photo by Sara E. Martin

WO1 Ryan Thurgood, B Company, 2nd Aviation Regiment, 149th General Support Aviation Battalion from Grand Prairie, Texas, stands with his grandfather, retired Lt. Col. Leon Thurgood, and his uncle, Brig. Gen. Neil 
Thurgood, Program Executive Officer, Missiles and Space, Redstone Arsenal, during his graduation ceremony Oct. 31 at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. 

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer
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For their courage, hard
work and dedication to
their country, we salute

the men and women
of our Armed Forces

past and present. It is
because of their sacrifice

that America remains
the land of the free,

and we thank them for
protecting our citizens

and our country.

We
salute
our
veterans.
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We salute the men and women
of our military.

Thank you for your service.
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DAVISON ARMY AIR FIELD, Va. – A 12th Aviation Bat-
talion Soldier was enjoying some down time at Panama City 
Beach, Fla., when he heard a mother crying for help. 

It’s what he did next that earned him the Soldier’s Medal. 
CW4 Thomas F. Oroho, D Company commander, 12th 

Aviation Battalion, received the medal from Gen. Raymond 
T. Odierno, chief of staff of the Army, Nov. 1 at Davison 
Army Air Field’s Stone Hangar for helping rescue two peo-
ple who were drowning. 

Oroho dove into the water in a strong rip-tide at Panama 
City Beach Sept. 1, 2012, to save a drowning father and 
daughter. Two additional Soldiers followed him into the wa-
ter to help out with the rescue. The three of them broke free 
of the current, and brought the father and daughter safely to 
shore.

Oroho was presented the medal in front of a distinguished 
crowd of friends, Family and Soldiers. Odierno said the he 
is proud of what Oroho represents. The U.S. Army instills in 
Soldiers good character and the importance of helping oth-
ers.

“The general population depends on us,” Odierno said. 
“We will always be there to do what is right.”

He commended Oroho for his act of bravery. The Soldiers 
involved in the rescue risked their lives and did not have to 
jump into the water, Odierno said. Oroho is also one of the 
best UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter pilots in the Army, he 
added.

Odierno also recognized Oroho’s Family during the cer-
emony. Families make tremendous sacrifices so Soldiers can 
serve the nation, Odierno said.

The Soldier’s Medal is given to Soldiers who perform an 
act of heroism that does not involve conflict with an enemy. It 
was established by Congress in July 1926. A new design for 
the award was approved in May 1930.

On the date of the incident, Oroho was in Panama City 
for Labor Day weekend after participating in a staff course 
at Fort Rucker. He was with some friends from his unit at 
Panama City Beach right before the rescue took place.

He heard the mother of the drowning daughter crying for 
help before he dove into the water. He said he will never for-
get the look of helplessness on the face of the father when he 
was asked to let go of his daughter during the rescue.

Before becoming D Company commander, Oroho also 
served as a maintenance officer, platoon leader and produc-
tion control officer during various assignments within the 
Army. He has deployed to Bosnia and Iraq. He has earned 
more than 12 military awards and decorations over the course 
of his career. 

During his public remarks, Oroho said receiving the Sol-
dier’s Medal is an honor that he never expected to receive. 
He thanked God for putting him in the right place at the right 
time. Oroho said that the Army instills the importance of re-
spect, honor and integrity. He learned that he is always on 
duty – 24-hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week. 

Oroho thanked his Family and fellow Solders for attending 
the medal presentation. He said it was an honor to receive the 
award from Odierno and he was humbled by the ceremony.

“I’m overwhelmed,” Oroho said after the medal presen-
tation. “I don’t think I did anything that any other Soldier 
wouldn’t have done.”

He has been married for 15 years to his wife, Kathy, and 
they have three children.

Odierno presents Soldier’s Medal to Aviator 
By Titus Ledbetter III
Fort Belvoir “Eagle”

WASHINGTON, Nov. 4, 
2013 – The “Early Bird” is 
no more.

The Department of De-
fense’s daily compilation 
of published defense-relat-
ed news and commentary 
closed down Nov. 1, said 
Army Col. Steve Warren, 
director of Pentagon press 
operations.

“The No. 1 driver behind 
this decision is change 
in the business model 
for news corporations,” 
Warren wrote in a memo 
explaining the decision. 
“Every news outlet is now 
online.”

Online-only publications 
and pay walls changed 
what it meant when the 
“Early Bird” republished 
an article, Warren said in 
an interview with Ameri-
can Forces Press Service.

Warren said he felt that 
his integrity was compro-
mised by redistributing 
content the department 
hadn’t paid for. “By driving 
traffic away from websites, 
I felt like I was doing the 
wrong thing.” For nearly 
50 years, the “Early Bird” 
and a cup of coffee marked 
the start to the defense 
community’s workday. It 
was officially created in 
1965 by a Defense Depart-
ment directive, but news 
clipping publications had 
existed in the military ser-
vices since at least 1948.

In its early years, the 
volume of coverage on 
Vietnam and the Cold War 
meant the “Early Bird” was 

printed at least three times 
a day. A six-page morning 
edition was marked by a 
yellow cover page, and 
the longer midday edition 
had a blue cover, leading 
to the publication being 
nicknamed the “yellow 
bird” and “blue bird,” re-
spectively. On Mondays, a 
fourth edition would cover 
weekend news, and top-
ics of exceptional interest 
would periodically be cov-
ered in special editions.

“Early in our careers, 
there was no way to know 
what was being written in 
the major newspapers un-
less we had physical access 
to those publications. The 
‘Early Bird’ was our source 
of information,” Warren 
wrote. “Today, anyone can 
view anything written in 
real time from nearly any 
spot on Earth.”

The ‘Early Bird’ was in-
tended to deliver defense 
and defense-related news 
to the headquarters activi-
ties of the Defense Depart-
ment, but circulation soon 
ballooned to include White 
House and National Se-
curity Council officials, 
members of Congress and 
other federal agencies. By 
1980, 6,500 copies of the 
‘Early Bird’ were printed, 
on average, every weekday 
in an onsite print plant.

New technology fos-
tered even more circulation 
growth, as the fax machine 
made it easy to quickly 
distribute the ‘Early Bird,’ 
even far outside the Capi-
tal Beltway. It also made it 
impossible to track pass-
along readership, and the 
‘Early Bird’ began to influ-

ence the department’s daily 
agenda.

“The thing became too 
powerful – it was driving 
what people would do,” 
Warren said. Small stories 
would gain an audience 
that outweighed their im-
portance, he explained, 
turning minor concerns 
into national situations.

“I thought the ‘Early 
Bird’ stopped doing what it 
was supposed to do, which 
is give the secretary of de-
fense and the senior leaders 
of the department the in-
formation that they need,” 
Warren said.

As technology changed 
the way news was gathered 

and delivered, the Early 
Bird changed as well. A 
PDF edition began appear-
ing in 1993, and the last 
printed ‘Early Bird’ was 
produced on Dec. 30, 1998. 
The continued develop-
ment of the 24-hour news 
cycle led the ‘Early Bird’ 
to begin publishing seven 
days a week in November 
2004.

The ‘Early Bird’s’ move 
to online publication came 
at a time when print media 
still derived much of its 
revenue from print adver-
tising sales. Today, online 
publications dominate the 
marketplace’, and revenues 
come through click counts. 

By pasting articles into the 
‘Early Bird,’ “we were pre-
venting people from click-
ing on those websites,” 
Warren said.

“That made me feel like 
the guy who drops a quar-
ter into the machine, opens 
the door and pulls out the 
whole stack. It’s stealing,” 
he added.

The decision to shutter 
the ‘Early Bird’ wasn’t an 
easy one, said Warren, who 
noted his six-month review 
of the issue led him to con-
clude that the costs to the 
department’s integrity and 
organizational energy were 
just too high to continue 
publication.

Warren said he under-
stands the end of the ‘Early 
Bird’ “is going to be poten-
tially a cause of friction and 
concern. There are people 
who have spent years start-
ing their day with the ‘Ear-
ly Bird.’ They’re going to 
have to readjust how they 
do business.”

But at the end of the day, 
Warren said, his job is to 
ensure that the defense sec-
retary and the department’s 
senior leaders are informed 
of the day’s defense news.

“They will absolutely 
continue to receive the 
news information that they 
need,” he said. “They will 
not be uninformed.”

End of an era: Pentagon’s ‘Early Bird’ gets hook
 By Claudette Roulo
American Forces Press 
Service

Gen. Raymond T. Ordierno, chief of staff of the Army, and CW4 Thomas F. Oroho, D Company commander, 12th Aviation Battalion, pose with 
the certificate and medal after the Soldier’s Medal presentation at Stone Hangar, Davison Army Air Field, Fort Belvoir, Va., Nov. 1.

Courtesy photo

Gen. Raymond T. Ordierno, chief of staff of the Army, CW4 Thomas F. Oroho, D Company commander, 12th Aviation Battalion, Family and 
friends pose for a photo after the Soldier’s Medal presentation at Stone Hangar, Davison Army Air Field, Fort Belvoir, Va., Nov. 1.



questions.”
Students were also tasked with 

writing an essay on what they 
learned throughout the program 
from ways to stop bullying to as-
sessing a situation, and Stone said 
she was taken aback and almost 
brought to tears by some of the re-
sults.

“The essays were just phe-
nomenal,” she said. “They all did 
amazing and I wasn’t expecting 
the results I got, and it was nice to 
see that a lot of them (included) me 

in their essays. It was a really good 
feeling.”

“The essays were so touching,” 
said Vicki Gilmer, FRES principal. 
“The depth of knowledge that they 
learned in those 10 weeks is phe-
nomenal and well worth the invest-
ment.”

A winner was chosen from each 
class and awarded an E-reader and 
special recognition for their ac-
complishment. The winners from 
each class were: Alyssa Griffith, 
from Jennifer Kincaid’s class; Kel-
lan Sloan, from Stacey Poarch’s 
class; and Riley Little, from Su-

zette Hilton’s class.
Little was more than happy to 

win and said he only wrote about 
the things he learned – lessons he 
won’t soon forget.

“It makes me feel awesome (to 
win),” said Little. “I learned a lot 
about saying ‘no’ and making bet-
ter choices.”

Little’s father, CW2 Brandon 
Little, Headquarters, Headquarters 
Company, 1st Battalion, 10th Avia-
tion Regiment, was in the crowd to 
watch his son receive the award, 
and said he couldn’t be more proud 
of his son.

“I didn’t realize what a big pro-
gram this is, but I’m really happy to 
see that he’s learned a lot from it,” 
he said. “It’s exciting to see how 
well he’s done in the program.

“He’s always done well in 
school and the DARE program has 
changed a lot since I was in school, 
so when he came home and told 
me he was writing and essay for 
DARE, I didn’t really think much 
of it,” continued Brandon. “When I 
came here and saw everything that 
they’re doing with the program, I 
could see that it’s changed a lot.”

The DARE program is the na-

tion’s largest and most successful 
drug prevention program, said Du-
mais, and the unique thing about 
the program is that it is taught by 
police officers.

“We want our young people, as 
well as parents, to know that they 
can turn to their local community 
police officers if they need help or 
advice,” said the police chief dur-
ing the ceremony. “We want our 
children to grow up in a commu-
nity free from the influences of al-
cohol and other crimes, and I hope 
(these lessons) will stay with you 
for the rest of your lives.”

nity welfare programs, according to Darcy 
Lynch, CSC president.  

“This year is going to be amazing,” she 
began. “We will have roving entertainment, 
a man cave and adult beverages. It is going 
to be such a fun event. There is so much go-
ing on that people won’t know what to look 
at first!”

This shopping extravaganza is one where 
local and home based businesses from 
across the Wiregrass and tri-state area are 
gathering to provide an “amazing” shop-
ping experience. Vendor wares include 
crafts, jewelry, furniture, toys, clothes, 
soaps, candles and more, Lynch said.

Because the area is so diverse, the FRC-

SC wanted to offer vendors that appeal to 
all ages, interests and even shopper escorts, 
a.k.a the men, she added.

“This is not a women’s event. We will 
have gun cases, woodworking items, glass 
items, military coins and sports memora-
bilia. This is a chance for people to buy lo-
cal and give back at the same time,” said 
Tammy Doerer, bazaar co-chairman.

The first 500 paying customers will re-
ceive a holiday swag bag, but since the 
FRCSC is expecting more than 2,000 peo-
ple to attend, people are encouraged to ar-
rive around 9 a.m. if they want one, Lynch 
said. 

People won’t go hungry as they shop `til 
they drop because food and drink will be 
available for purchase. Breakfast, lunch and 

dinner will be served as well as food items 
that people can take home.

The Fort Rucker Troup 50 Boy Scouts 
will put on demonstrations, and dance and 
musical groups will be putting on small 
shows. An appearance will also be put in by 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, and a station will be 
set up where children can write Christmas 
letters. Even a petting zoo will be there for 
everyone’s entertainment.  

More than 100 vendors will be set up at 
the event and some vendors are returning 
from years of Christmas past, said Lynch. 

 “We have brought back vendors that 
people have requested, and this year each 
vendor will donate a gift and people can 
purchase opportunity tickets for a chance to 
win one of more than 100 prizes,” she said.  

The FRCSC goal this year is to make it a 
true community event encompassing every-
one from the Wiregrass community, Doerer 
said. 

“This is great because we involve the en-
tire community. We will have people here 
shopping, volunteering and entertaining 
from all over,” said Doerer. “It is a chance 
for us to really blend and be a part of the 
outside communities and for them to be a 
part of ours. At this event people will not 
only have a great shopping experience, 
but a good overall weekend experience as 
well.” 

There will be automated teller machines 
on site. 

For more information, visit www.
fortruckercsc.com/hollyday-bazaar.html.

“We have different traditions and customs, our religions 
vary somewhat, and even our languages are different.”

Greybull and members of various tribes kicked off the 
celebration by honoring the flag with a dance, followed 
by other traditional dances like the grass dance and the 
veterans dance.

“Whenever (veterans) would come home, we have 
honoring songs for our veterans and we have a dance 
that we’d perform to show that we appreciate them,” said 
Greybull. “Without our veterans, we wouldn’t be able to 
share our culture or have the freedom of speech to show 
that we are contributing members of society who are 
proud to be Americans.”

Ron Braden, retired military, came out to enjoy the fes-

tivities, and said it’s important for people to understand 
where this country comes from and the diversity that 
makes it up.

“I think it’s great that people can come out and see what 
Native Americans have contributed to this country,” he 
said. “It’s important to understand that people that have 
defended this country throughout the years come from all 
walks of life.

“When Soldiers are on the battlefield, it doesn’t matter 
where they came from because they are brothers in arms,” 
said Braden. “That’s the most important part.”

Although the celebration was a great opportunity for 
people to take in the rich heritage that Native Americans 
offer, it was also a great opportunity for people to liter-
ally get a taste of the heritage through authentic Native 
American cuisine.

The event featured different types of foods ranging 
from friend breads to a community soup that resembles 
what most would consider as chili.

“I just think this whole celebration is wonderful,” said 
Cecilia Schumacher, civilian. “You can’t go wrong with 
free food and dancing, and I think it’s a great way for 
people to learn about a culture that they aren’t familiar 
with.”

No matter what people came out for or what back-
grounds they came from, the message that Reid said he 
hoped was conveyed was one of unity.

“The U.S. is made up of a multitude of ethnic back-
grounds,” he said. “Celebrating diversity through the 
education provided by these observances helps to create 
a team of individuals who will work as one. It makes us 
stronger.” 
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Bazaar: Event draws diverse, multi-state crowd
Continued from Page A1

DARE: Program works to increase awareness
Continued from Page A1

History: Tribes kick off celebration by honoring flag with dance
Continued from Page A1
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

• Trusted 39 Years
• Quality Service Pinnacle

2009, 2010, 2011 & 2012
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Century 21 Office In
Alabama 1995-2012

• Top 21 Century 21 Office
in the Southeast Region
1988-2012
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www.c21regencyrealty.com
531 Boll Weevil Circle

334.347.0048

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

NEW LISTING

206 W Brunson ~ $64,400 Darling little cottage home
completely renovated just a few years ago. New roof in 2007.
New laminate flooring installed last year. New refrigerator and new
dishwasher 2013. Conveniently located to downtown, schools,
shopping, churches, and the hospital. It has been a reliable renter
for the owner but would make a great first home for you.
JAN SAWYER 406-2393 MLS# 20132252

NEW LISTING

603 Northside ~ $132,500
This nice ranch features a great family/den
room for entertainment in addition to the living
area. Nice big slab patio for BBQ and outside
activities. Great location, close to shopping
areas and schools. Well established subdivision.
NANCY CAFIERO 389-1758 & EVELYN HITCH 406-3436
MLS# 20132260

NEW LISTING

2825 Partridge ~ $189,000 Charming 3BR/2BA brick & vinyl
home has a split floor plan at just under 2000 sq. ft. Hardwood floors,
porcelain tile & a wood burning fireplace. Unique characteristics of
the home are the sky lights (5 total) throughout and the glass FOUR
SEASONS SUNROOM! Sitting in this amazing room, looking out into the
beautifully landscaped yard is like being on a vacation. 5 zone sprinkler
system, gutters around the whole house and a wood privacy fence.
MAGGIE HAAS 389-0011 MLS# 20132285

126 County Road 235 ~ $144,900
Private and country location. Plenty of room
for horses and farming. Must see this
beautiful place. House in very good condition.
Fannie Mae HomePath property. It is approved
for HomePath Mortgage Financing and
Renovation Mortgage Financing. Buy it for as little as 3% down.
NANCY CAFIERO 389-1758 & EVELYN HITCH 406-3436
MLS# 20132262

NEW LISTING

305 Brannon Bend ~ $289,950
Spacious well-loved home with lots of updates and a wonderful
view of woods. New paint, all hardware and lighting throughout,
new kitchen counter tops and very nice newer inground pool fenced
in. Bonus room or 4th bedroom.
FRAN & DON KALTENBAUGH 790-5973 MLS# 20132303

171 Red Wing ~ $22,000
3 BR/1 BA in Ashford, sold “as is”.
JACKIE THOMPSON 406-1231
MLS# 20132281

VISIT C21REGENCYREALTY.COM AND USE MLS# TO SEARCH MORE PHOTOS OF THESE NEW LISTINGS!

NEW LISTING

3457 County Road 708 ~ $238,000 You will enjoy living
outside the city limits yet only minutes from town. Mature oaks,
pecan trees, pear tree, fig and blueberry bushes, open acreage
for recreation and the animals - a home you and the kids will love.
Large metal barn with two roll up doors provide abundant storage
and room for many on-going weekend projects. A detached building
provides room for family gatherings and a great location for the
kid's birthday parties. A great place to call home!
JUDY DUNN 301-5656 MLS# 20132250

NEW CONSTRUCTION

248 Jasmine Circle ~ $152,500
3 BR/2 BA, low energy windows, hardwood in kitchen, foyer and
grandroom and 2” faux wood blinds. (Maple Leaf Plan) Exclusively
marketed by CENTURY 21 Regency Realty, Inc.
347-0048 MLS# 20130541

NEW LISTING

123 Commons ~ $72,500 Enjoy the convenience this
townhouse has to offer -- only minutes from the Fort Rucker gate,
shopping, restaurants & business areas. A delightful,beautifully
maintained 2BR/2.5 BA townhouse with a 1 car attached
garage. Townhouse has new paint and carpet throughout.
Foxhill Commons amenities include community pool, clubhouse,
lawn care and pest control.
JUDY DUNN 301-5656 MLS# 20132274

NEW LISTING

714 Crawford ~ $45,000 Great location
with elementary and junior high schools nearby and
convenient to downtown Enterprise. Situated on a level
corner lot, this 2BR/1.5BA features hardwood floors
in living areas and bedrooms. Formal living room and
formal dining room as well as a large den/family room.
Fannie Mae HomePath property. It is approved for HomePath Mortgage
Financing. Buy it for as little as 3% down.
NANCY CAFIERO 389-1758 & EVELYN HITCH 406-3436
MLS# 20132283

NEW LISTING

108 Red Cliff ~ $206,000 Great family home! 4 BR/3 BA,
all brick home has lots of charm! 2 master suites, dental molding,
skylights in many rooms, tall foyer and living room ceilings. The
kitchen has some stainless steel appliances and large tile floor.
The back yard is private and has a dog pen and a fireplace. New
roof in 2012. Move in ready!
TEXT TERRI 406-2072 MLS# 20132300

NEW LISTING

24 County Road 744 ~ $173,900 Mint condition
traditional home is ready and waiting for your family. Freshly painted
with 2" blinds throughout, fabulous kitchen and master bath. Covered
front porch with stained concrete flooring and screened back porch
provide space for outdoor entertaining and relaxing. A large RV/boat
parking area with 50 amp service, storm shelter, and a playhouse for
the children all located within the large fenced back yard. Convenient
living within minutes from the shopping, schools & work.
JUDY DUNN 301-5656 MLS# 20132318

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

THE COTTAGES AT WOODLAND PARK: Tucked in the woods off Boll Weevil
Circle. While providing privacy, they offer the convenience to schools, shopping,
golf, restaurants & minutes from Ft Rucker. Security system, stainless appliances,
natural gas heat/cooking/water heater, low E windows, irrigation system, 2”
faux wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom & tray ceiling in grandroom.
Exclusively marketed by Century 21. 347-0048
Directions: Boll Weevil Circle West. After you pass the Enterprise High School on
your left, the next left is Jasmine Circle, The Cottages at Woodland Park signage.

READY!
NEW CONSTRUCTION

248 JASMINE CIRCLE
One story • 3BR/2BA • $152,500

Hardwood in kitchen, foyer and grandroom

UNDER CONSTRUCTION!
225 JASMINE CIRCLE

One story • 3BR/2BA • $149,500

UNDER CONSTRUCTION!
229 JASMINE CIRCLE

One story • 3BR/2BA • $151,500

NEW LISTING!
232 JASMINE CIRCLE

Two story • 3BR/2.5BA • $166,500

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil CircleEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at

106 STONEHEDGE: 4 BR/2.5 BA with screened porch with vinyl covered windows, the perfect
getaway or good place to entertain. The spacious master bedroom has a huge walk-in closet. Easy
to care for ceramic tile and wood flooring in living, kitchen area and master bedroom and neutral
carpet in other rooms. Back yard is extra-large. MARY JONES 790-2933

$213,000

209 HERITAGE: Nice 3 bedroom, 2 bath brick home. New Lennox heat pump installed in 2011,
newer architectural roof, very convenient to Fort Rucker. Motivated seller. BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534

$115,900

967 STEWART: Additional 200 more or less square feet added to field lines in 2010. New
fiberglass steps with handrails 2011. Ceiling fan on screened porch. Lifetime metal roof. New air
conditioner in 2010. Start of 200 amp service on end of house set up but service not to box yet.
Gas logs in fireplace 70” remote control fan in living room. Upgraded light fixture in dining room.
Ceramic tile from foyer thru kitchen. Appliances newer than home. Laminate floors installed in
2010. One owner. EVELYN HITCH 406-3436

$65,000

113 BROOKE LANE, SOMMER BROOKE ~ $267,750: READY!! New construction on the way to
Fort Rucker through back gate. 4 BR/3 BA, granite counter tops, walk-in closet, laundry room,
two-car garage, gas water heater. Owner is licensed residential home builder and Realtor in the
state of Alabama. BILLY COTTER CONSTRUCTION 347-2600

READY! NEW CONSTRUCTION

VETERANS DAY 2013

HONORING MILITARY SERVICE

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil CircleEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at

REGENCY MANAGEMENT, INC.

347-0049

Asbury OAks • DAleville
• 1 & 2 bedroom units

FOR
reNT!

$350 - $425

Ask AbOuT
Our reNT
speciAls!

305 brANNON beND ~ $289,950: Spacious well-
loved home with lots of updates and a wonderful
view of woods. New: paint, all hardware and lighting throughout, new kitchen
countertops and very nice newer in-ground pool that is fenced in. Bonus room or
4th bedroom. FrAN & DON kAlTeNbAugh 790-5973

NEW LISTING!! POOL

3457 cOuNTy rOAD 708 ~ $238,000: You will enjoy living outside the city limits
yet only minutes from town. Mature oaks, pecan trees, pear tree, fig and blueberry
bushes, open acreage for recreation and the animals – a home you and the kids will
love. Large metal barn with two roll up doors provide abundant storage and room
for many ongoing weekend projects. A detached building provides room for family
gatherings and a great location for the kids' birthday parties. A great place to call
home! JuDy DuNN 301-5656

BARN & DETACHED BUILDING

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

DAY
V E T E R A N S
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FORT BENNING, Ga. — Though small 
in size, the Raven RQ-11 unmanned air-
craft system plays a major role in observing 
combat zones to prevent serious injuries on 
the battlefield. Instructors of the Small Un-
manned Aircraft System School at Fort Ben-
ning train Soldiers how to properly use these 
vehicles for real-world missions.

Taught by E Company, 2nd Battalion, 29th 
Infantry Regiment, 197th Infantry Brigade, 
the SUAS operator course is one way that 
the school trains and certifies personnel to 
operate and perform maintenance tasks on 
the Raven SUAS. 

The Raven is designed for rapid deploy-
ment and high mobility. With a wingspan of 
4 1/2 feet and a weight of 4.2 pounds, the 
hand-launched system offers aerial observa-
tion at line-of-sight ranges up to 10 kilome-
ters. Students get classroom and hands-on 
training consisting of day and night opera-
tions, maintenance, and practical or tactical 
employment and are assessed on their ability 
to operate the system. 

Upon successful completion of the course, 
students are presented an 80-hour certificate 
of instruction and a Raven SUAV operator’s 
card, which is required to operate the Ra-
ven.

Staff Sgt. William Lewis, SUAS trainer, 
said instructors teach operators how to fly 
the aircraft as quickly and efficiently as pos-
sible. 

“We have to do it in a two-week time-
frame,” Lewis said. “It’s very important that 
they hit those benchmark steps.” 

This includes 13 hours of classroom time 
and more than 60 hours of field time under-
standing various different dimensions and 
parts of Raven, using software for flight 

controllers and identifying emergency pro-
cedures in the event of a system malfunction 
in flight. 

Students also get hands-on training with 
the Visual and Mission Planning Integrated 
Rehearsal Environment simulator. Students 
control the VAMPIRE in teams of two or 
three operators to mimic a flight while sit-
ting in the classroom. 

The most recent members in the course in-
cluded students from the Infantry Basic Offi-
cer Leadership Course, which aims to make 
new officers effective platoon leaders. 

“With the Raven, you are able to get a 
view of what’s in front of you and what’s 
around you without using men on the ground 
– ultimately the goal of that is to save lives,” 
said 2nd Lt. Michael Gallegos. “You’re able 
to gather information based on remote loca-
tions. Those locations might be more moun-
tainous than expected, so we have the ability 

to get updated information based on that.”
NCOs are also trained on proper opera-

tion of the Raven. Staff Sgt. Nolan Lovett, 
a member of A Co., 2nd Bn., 29th Inf. Regt., 
said safety is the top priority for Soldiers. 

“There’s a great deal of information about 
air space safety and control so we can de-
conflict with other aircraft,” he said. “It’s a 
very small air vehicle, but if it flies into a 
manned aircraft it can have very catastrophic 
results. There (are) a lot of safety concerns 
involved in operating these vehicles.”

The school also offers the SUAS master 
trainer course that trains selected SUAS Ra-
ven operators from across the world who, in 
turn, are capable of teaching and evaluating 
academic and flight instruction. As the Army 
improves in technology on the battlefield, 
Gallegos said he hopes more Soldiers of 
various ranks are able to take advantage of 
the course.

MOH recipient shares bond with Guardsmen

General instruction
Observing his student, Sgt. Cameron Phillips, an AH-64 Apache armament, electrical and avionics systems maintainer with Task Force Guardians, 1st Combat Aviation 
Brigade, 1st Infantry Division, shows Maj. Gen. Paul LaCamera, Regional Command-South and 4th Infantry Division commander, the process to load an Apache’s 30mm 
cannon on Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, Oct. 17. 

Photo by Capt. Andrew Cochran 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — During a cer-
emony Oct. 16 at the White House, President 
Barack Obama hung the Medal of Honor 
around Capt. William Swenson’s neck to 
rounds of applause and the flash of cameras.

Looking on from the crowd in attendance 
were members of the California National 
Guard, whom Swenson had invited as per-
sonal guests. They had been there on the day 
that Swenson’s actions during the Battle of 
Ganjgal earned him America’s highest mili-
tary honor.

On Sept. 8, 2009, Swenson, an active-duty 
Soldier, was part of an embedded training 
team of 13 Americans on patrol with about 
80 Afghan army and police, near the town of 
Ganjgal in northeast Afghanistan. 

As they approached Ganjgal, the group 
was ambushed by 100 to 150 Taliban fight-
ers. The Americans and their Afghan allies 
were surrounded and taking heavy fire, and 
members of the group sustained severe inju-

ries. A UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter from 
the California National Guard’s C Company, 
1-168th General Support Aviation Battalion, 
was then called to Medevac the wounded out 
of the valley.

“We knew what we were getting into be-
cause we had been listening to the radio for 
the past 20 minutes,” said Staff Sgt. Kevin 
Duerst of C Co.

Duerst was the crew chief on the helicop-
ter. Capt. Marco Acevedo and CW2 Jason 
Penrod were the pilots. Sgt. Marc Dragony 
was the medic, and Capt. Brendan McCriskin 
was the flight surgeon. Duerst, Acevedo and 
Dragony were California National Guards-
men. Penrod was a Nevada National Guards-
man and McCriskin was active-duty Army.

When their helicopter reached the val-
ley, small-arms fire, rocket-propelled gre-
nades and mortars were raining down on the 
American position. Swenson was engaged in 
a firefight and was directing OH-58 Kiowa 
Warrior scout helicopters toward enemy 

School trains future Raven UAS operators

A Soldier launches a Raven UAS during a field training exercise at Lee Field, Fort Benning, Ga.
Army photo

Capt. William Swenson (left) assists severely wounded Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth Westbrook onto a UH-60 
Black Hawk helicopter Sept. 8, 2009, during the Battle of Ganjgal, in Afghanistan. Sgt. Marc Dragony 
(right) and Staff Sgt. Kevin Duerst (foreground holding an M4 carbine), from the California National 
Guard, assist. The photo is a frame taken from a video filmed by a camera mounted on the helmet of 
pilot CW2 Jason Penrod, Nevada National Guard.

Photo by CW2 Jason Penrod

See Bond, Page B4

By 1st Lt. Jason Sweeney
Army News Service

By Aniesa Holmes
Fort Benning Public Affairs

NANGARHAR PROV-
INCE, Afghanistan — Barg-
e-Matal district lies isolated 
in the heavily-wooded high-
lands of the Hindu Kush 
Mountains in eastern Af-
ghanistan’s Nuristan Prov-
ince. 

The few roads leading 
into the district, which bor-
ders Pakistan to its east 
and Kamdesh District to its 
south, are narrow and are in 
poor condition due to con-
tinuous landslides. There-
fore, transporting supplies 
and personnel into the dis-
trict is accomplished almost 
exclusively by air.

The Afghan air force, 
which has made steady 
gains in its operational ca-
pacity since 2007, took over 
resupply operations to Barg-
e-Matal and other remote 
bases in the area from the 
International Security Assis-
tance Force in early spring.

While the Afghan Air 
Force continues to expand 
its close air support capabili-
ties, AH-64 Apache helicop-
ters and crews from the 10th 
Combat Aviation Brigade 
provide aerial security for 
the missions. 

Capt. Derek Forst, com-
mander of A Co. of the 
Missouri National Guard’s 
1st Attack/Reconnaissance 
Battalion, 135th Aviation 
Regiment, which is flying in 
support of Task Force Tiger-
shark, 10th Combat Aviation 
Brigade, said that without 
the aerial resupply missions, 
many of the outposts would 
be dependent on supplies 
brought in by foot and pack 
mule.

“It would take weeks for 
a convoy to get to most of 
the OPs,” Forst explained. 
“These missions are keeping 
the OPs open. It’s their live-
lihood. If it weren’t for these 
resupply missions, the Af-
ghan forces would not have 
food and water — those out-
posts would not be open.”

The OPs and forward op-
erating bases in these remote 
areas are Afghanistan’s first 
line of defense against in-
surgents crossing into the 
country’s remote northeast-
ern provinces. Barg-e-Matal 

Afghans 
resupply 
remote 
bases with 
partnered 
close-air 
support
By Staff Sgt. Todd Pouliot
10th Combat Aviation 
Brigade Public Affairs

See Resupply, Page B4
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LOST

YARD & ESTATE SALES

FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES WANTED

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FARM SUPPLIES

FRESH PRODUCE

SEEDS & PLANTS

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
TRANSPORTATION & LOGISTICS

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
HOMES FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

Classifieds
have

what you are
looking for.

Make Your Point!
Advertising is the best way

to make points with prime prospects

who are ready, willing and able to buy.

Let us show you the most effective

way to advertise in the newspaper

that reaches the right people,

right where they live.

FOUND boys bike , red Schwinn in Allen Hieghts
on Ft. Rucker Base call MPI 334-255-3239.

Estate Sale Colonel & Mrs. Glen Dunlap
635 Country Club Drive. Ozark, Alabama.

Friday & Saturday November 8th & 9th. (8am)
Sunday November 10th (12 noon) Entire con-
tents of home. Beautiful collection from 30
years military travels. Cloisonne, bronze, por-
celain and huge collection of jade fruit and
flowers, plus waterford, china and much more.

Sale conducted by Reece Antiques.
Yard Sale: 101 Stonehedge , Enterprise

7a.m-until ? Clothes, shoes, stemware, vases,
luggage, dishes, crystal, table & 4 chairs, deco-
rations, dolls and more.

Be your own boss and partner with the
world’s largest commercial
cleaning franchise. $20K!

equipment, supplies, training and $5,000.
in monthly customer included.
1-888-273-5264
www.janiking.com

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY
(14) Town Homes for Sale

1 block off circle,
great income & fully occupied.
Owner Finance
with good down payment
r 386-312-6363 q

Janitorial Business for sale
Equipment, training and 60K
annual gross $19,500
r 504-915-1474 q

Restaurant for Lease - turn key
walk-in and start cooking
located on Hwy 431 in

Headland r 334-726-1375

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

7 mo. Papillon (F) $150. Yorkies,
& Chihuahua Taking dep. of japanese Chin
mixed puppies r 334-718-4886 q
ADBA Reg. Blue American Pitt Bull Terriers
Puppies, S/W up to date, we have both parent

on site. Only serious inquiries !!
$450. 850-557-5066 or 850-573-6365

AKC GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES. SABLE AND
BLACK AND TAN. UP TO DATE ON SHOTS AND
WORMING. $350 CALL MARK AT 334-806-5851
OR 334-393-7284
Free Collie mix.334-894-6742
Free Rescued Dogs: F/Hound & F/Rednose
Pitbull, M/Bulldog all spayed. 334-393-1588.
Miniature Schnauzers White female CKC, born
9/15/2013. Tails docked & dew claws removed.
Worming at 2,4, and 6 weeks and first set of
shots. $500. Call 334-714-0289 if interested.
Shih-Tzu pups: 2 female, 8 weeks old.
Ready now! Black/white. 1st shots. $650
Call 334-718-6254

D Right Handyman Services & Lawn Care
Residential

&
Commercial

• Installation
• Repairs

•Home Renovation
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

(334) 389-4565 • (334) 798-0199
Ask About our Low Price Payment Plan or Collateral Bargains

www.DRighthandymanservice.com

r ½ ac. of SUGAR CANE for sale.
r Golden 27 Cane Mill

r Doctors Buggy with horse and harness
r 20 ft. Goose Neck Cattle Trailer.

229-220-6711

Fresh Green
Peanuts
û We also have
shelled peanuts
850-352-2199

850-209-3322 or 850-573-6594
r 4128 Hwy 231

TREES TREES
TREES

12 ft.tall 30 gal.
containers
$49.95 ea. 10 or
more $39.95

Live Oaks, Crape Myrtle,
Cherry Laurel & Magnolias

By appointment
r 334-692-3695

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract to small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

DRIVERS
Paper Transport, Inc has IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS for CLASS A DRIVERS for
Our DEDICATED ACCOUNTS.

* HOME WEEKLY
* No Touch SE Regional Freight
* $.38 Cents + Bonus Per Mile

18 Months Experience Required.
$1000 SIGN ON BONUS!

Qualified Driver could be hired within a Week!

Apply Online: www.drivepti.com
Call 1-855-784-5627

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

Wastewater Treatment
Operator III:

Performs operational and maintenance
duties at city wastewater lagoons and
plant; inspects the electrical and

mechanical components of the lagoons;
ensures they are operating properly;
cleans lagoon screens daily; ensures
water is flowing properly; inspects plant
electrical and mechanical components
and ensure they are operating properly;
makes operational adjustments to ensure
discharge meets ADEM regulations.

--------------------------------------------------------
Primary Requirements: Possess and
maintain ADEM Grade III Wastewater

certification; possess high school diploma
or equivalent; possess and maintain valid
Alabama drivers license; possess ability to
work nonstandard hours, holidays, and
weekends as scheduled; must meet City
physical standards including drug and

alcohol testing.

Starting Salary: $26,582.40

OPENING DATE:
OCTOBER 30, 2013
CLOSING DATE:
Open Until Filled

To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

UTILITY CLERK:

Summary: The employee is responsible for
assisting customers and processing water
bills. Enter new accounts into computer
system. Receives payments and processes

accordingly. Receives customer
complaints and contact meter readers
and/or work crew members to follow up
on complaints. Inputs service order
requests and account update requests.
Organizes daily service order request and

garbage cancellation forms.

Starting Salary: $10.18/HR

STARTING DATE:
OCTOBER 28, 2013
CLOSING DATE:
NOBEMBER 11, 2013

To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

SCHOOL CROSSING GUARD:
(Seasonal)

Employee controls traffic at school
crossings to allow children to safely cross
streets. Directs traffic as needed at school

sites to prevent traffic jams.

STARTING DATE:
November 4th, 2013
CLOSING DATE:

November 18th, 2013
To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

Look ahead to your
future! Start training
for a new career in
Medical Assisting,
Medical Office Admin.,
Pharmacy Technology,

Electrical Trades & HVAC!
Call Fortis College 855-445-3276

For consumer info: visit www.fortis.edu

102 N. Jones St. Enterprise.
3/2. Great starter home.
FPL, $124,000. Call Richard
Talbott 304-886-8523

û Dothan FSBO 3/2 + powder rm. 2290sq. ft.
jacuzzi, laundry rm. +extra room, screen cover

patio, 2 car gar with extra storage,
automatic sprinkler $235,900. 334-794-7630.

1988 Horton doublewide, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
remodeled, attached porch, laundry, & florida
rooms. To be moved. $25,000 obo. 334-393-2971
or 334-494-3253.

2005 Cobra Boat 16’ -60 hp merc. anchor mates,
depth/fish finder, aerated live well, sump
pump, trolling mtr, stick steering. life jackets
included. 334-794-3249

2006 Forest River Wildwood LE Model #31QBSS
31’ Dry wt. 10280 lbs., 1 slide, 4 bunk beds,
Booth dinette, Center kitchen & LR, Jackknife
sofa, Front Q bed, Side aisle bath w/ shower &
roof vent, Dbl. door Frig., Gas/Elec. water heat-
er, microwave, Gas stove top/oven & furnace,
Duct A/C /Heat, AM/FM Stereo, Front & rear
stabilizer jacks, $9,000.00 334-790-4612

1998 40 Ft. Gulfstream Tour Master RV- Diesel,
RV Top of the Line, 1 Slide Out, Outside Enter-
tainment Center & Freezer. S/S Refrigerator,
Washer/Dryer, Separate Ice Make, 95,000
Miles, Good Tires, $45,000. Includes 2002 PT
Cruiser Tow Car. 850-557-3455

2002 Winnabago 34’ 2 slides, 5500 ONAN Gen,
lots of upgrades, excellent condition, 29000
miles $32,000. Honda 2006 CRV: 44600 miles,
ready to tow w/blue ox tow bar
system, excellent condition $13,000. Both
Vehicles for $43,000. Call 334-692-3337 or 334-
796-5421

American Eagle
2003, 40 ft
$95,000.
Call for more info
(775) 721-8359

Chevrolet 2002 Trailblazer:
New design w/straight 4.2,
6 cyl. eng w/DOC, 24V,
270HP. Good MPG, GRN,
AC, OD auto, PS, PB, near

new tires. Runs, looks & drives good. Lots of
power. New headlights, battery, wiper blades.
NADA $4,500. Reduced to $3,995. 671-3059.

Mercury 2005 Monterey Van: tan with tan inte-
rior, fully loaded, 74k miles, 2 owner, excellent
shape, good gas mileage. Asking $8000 Call
334-393-1440

Chrysler 2004 PT Cruiser,
automatic, 4 cylinder,
cold air, loaded, 76,000
miles, excellent condi-
tion. $5200. Call 790-7959

GOT BAD CREDIT?
r $0 Down/1st Payment,
Tax, Tag & Title Pass
Repo pass bankruptcy
SLOW CREDIT OK

Ask About $1000. off at time of purchase.
r Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550

Honda 2000 Odyssey: Runs perfect 3 year/3600
mile warranty on transmission. $6,500. OBO
Call 334-693-9360

Hyundai 2006 Elantra GT,
loaded, leather, sunroof,
4 cylinder, automatic, 5
door hatchback, 69,000
miles, $7500. 790-7959

Hyundai 2011 Elantra touring 32,900 miles,
Silver in color, great car like new. $11,000
850-209-8449. MUST SELL !!!!
Lincoln 1991 Mercury Pracer: metallic blue, 44k
original miles, only driven in Dothan, mint con-
dition, 4 new tires, like new, 4 doors, cold AC,
power steering and AM/FM radio. $5,000 Call
334-701-0010
Nissan 2005 Altima 132,000 miles, black in color
new tires, great car. $4000. 850-209-8449.
MUST SELL !
Nissan 2012 Altima, low miles, must sell, $200
down, $269 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-
0028.
Nissan 2012 Versa, GAS SAVER, well equipped,
still under factory warranty, $250 down, $250
per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-8243.
Toyota 2011 Camry, Great family car, great gas
mileage, pwr windows, door lock, Am/FM, CD,
$300 down, $300 per month. Call Steve Hatcher
334-791-8243.
Toyota 2011 Corolla, 4 door, like new, under
warranty, $200 down, $279 per month. Call Ron
Ellis 334-714-0028.

Harley Davidson 2009 Sporster XL 1200C, red,
excellent condition 6300 miles, $7695.
334-671-8671 or 334-791-0984. Lots of Extras.

2012 Nissan Pathfinder - one owner, excellent
condition, low mileage, super clean, $19, 950,
Phone 334-796-5036

Dodge Ram 1500 2007 SLT quad cab 4x2 HEMI
5.7 V8 engine, anti theft, tilt steering, 27K
miles, very clean, power drivers seat, rear slid-
ing window, bed liner, towing pack. Loaded.
$17,000. 334-475-6309.
Ford 2010 F150 FX4 4-door, completely loaded,
excellent condition, 158K miles, $18,900
334-791-3081.

GMC 1997 Sierra 2500
128K miles on new
engine, exc. cond. black
& silver in color. NEW
tires, cold air, long
wheel base, runs great

& very clean Reduced To $3500. OBO
Must Sale. 334-701-2596 located in Ozark

GMC 2008 Savannah Cargo Van .
Mileage 109,575. Can be seen at 208 Bic Road.
Call 334-792-7746 ask for Sylvia

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Looking for VW Van
sold in Enterprise , AL
in 1983. If you have

seen this vehicle please
contact me @

swtcraft@hotmail.com

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

WE WILL BUY YOUR CAR OUTRIGHT !
Regardless of year, make, model, we have
millions of dollars on hand to pay you good

money for your curent vehicle.
We Are On The Coast But Worth The Drive,
& reputable, & we can give you a fair price

appraisal in 15 minutes.

Call for appointment, dealer. 877-497-7975
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Searching for a Big Deal?
We’ve got you covered at

TheBigDDeal.com

Don’t
pass your
opportunity

to find a
great deal.

Viewed by over 10,000 people a day,
the classifieds are the perfect

opportunity to get your message out!

334-347-9533

Advertise...It Works!



district is a known Taliban 
transit area to and from the 
northern Pakistani district 
of Chitral, and has been 
the sight of fierce battles 
between insurgents and Af-
ghan and ISAF forces. 

ISAF withdrew its forces 
from the area in 2009 to 
shift emphasis toward se-
curing major population 
centers. Afghan forces re-
main in the district, as well 
as throughout the province, 
to prevent the free passage 
of enemies of Afghanistan 
across the border.

Afghan air force Mi-17 
helicopter crews fly resup-
ply missions nearly once a 
week to the remote Afghan 
OPs and bases. Although 
each aircraft is armed with 
two M-240H machine guns, 
AH-64 Apache helicopters 
provide security overwatch 
for them due to the higher 
level of threat in some areas 
of the resupply route. In ad-
dition to providing greater 
firepower against threats 
on the ground, the AH-64 
Apache helicopter can alert 
other aircraft, as well as 
troops on the ground, of en-
emy activity in the area. 

“We provide security 
and deterrence,” said Capt. 
Steven Lancianese, an AH-
64 Apache pilot who also 
serves as the 10th CAB as-
sistant operations officer. 
“In the areas they are flying, 
the tactical threat is signifi-
cant.”

As agreed upon at the 
2012 NATO Chicago Sum-
mit, Afghan National Se-
curity Forces took the lead 
for security throughout Af-
ghanistan in June, and ISAF 
moved to an increasingly 
train, advise and assist role. 

The Afghan air force has 
achieved significant suc-
cesses during the first half 
of the 2013. On April 12, 
with very short notice, the 
Afghan air force was able 
to plan and execute an 11-
sortie mission between six 
different bases, providing 
vital reinforcements, am-
munition and supplies to 
retake a remote outpost in 
eastern Afghanistan in the 

wake of an insurgent at-
tack. In July, the Afghan 
Air Force launched the 
largest Afghan-led joint, 
combined arms operation in 
more than 30 years. 

“They are not junior pi-
lots,” Forst said. “They 
are excellent pilots. They 
know what they are doing. 
They tell us that if we ever 
have to make an emergency 
landing, they will pick us 

up – and they will.”
A handful of experienced 

pilots from the 10th CAB 
have been advising Afghan 
pilots in air mission plan-
ning since the unit’s arrival 
in May — a mission they 
took over from the previous 
unit, the 101st CAB. 

The Kabul Air Wing 
Partnership advisers re-
cently completed training 
the fourth class of Afghan 

Aviators. Capt. Brandt 
Anderson, the TF Falcon 
team leader for the Kabul 
Air Wing Partnership and a 
CH-47 Chinook helicopter 
pilot, said the advisers will 
now be stepping back in or-

der for the Afghans to begin 
taking over the training of 
their own pilots. 

Anderson said the Af-
ghan air force has become 
very proficient at conduct-
ing resupply missions and 

supporting Afghan troops 
on the ground. Until the Af-
ghan Air Force develops its 
own close air support capa-
bilities, the AH-64 Apaches 
give the Mi-17 crews an 
added sense of confidence.

positions. 
“The first pass we didn’t see him and we 

started taking fire,” Duerst said. “We flew 
right into the middle of the valley. We could 
see the muzzle flashes on the ground. There 
were too many and we knew we had to 
leave.”

The second time around, Swenson was 
easy to spot. 

“He was lying on the ground with [an] or-
ange panel marker on him,” Duerst said.

The Black Hawk landed and Swenson ran 
to it while assisting Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth 
Westbrook, who had been shot and was in 
critical condition. Swenson and the crew 
loaded Westbrook onto the helicopter. The 
crew then flew him to a forward surgical 

team in Asadabad, Afghanistan. 
The 1-168th crew returned to the battle-

field three more times and MedEvaced five 
additional wounded Soldiers to Jalalabad, 
Afghanistan. When the battle was over, four 
Americans and eight Afghan allies were 
dead. 

Westbrook died of complications related 
to his wounds a month later at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center.

Three years later, Staff Sgt. Emmett Sprak-
tes of Ce Company learned that Duerst and 
Penrod had recorded video that day using 
cameras mounted on their helmets.

Spraktes was not a member of that crew 
Sept. 8, but he had served in Afghanistan 
with C Company and had worked with the 
crew members who participated in the Bat-
tle of Ganjgal. Spraktes was writing a book 

about California Guard flight medics titled 
“Selfish Prayer,” and he asked to view the 
video as part of his research.

As he watched the footage, Spraktes saw 
Swenson and Westbrook run toward the he-
licopter, then Swenson helped Westbrook 
aboard and leaned over and gave the badly 
wounded Soldier a kiss on the forehead.

“That kiss on the forehead captured the 
compassion that he had and that we all have 
for one another,” Spraktes said. 

Spraktes contacted Swenson and offered 
to send him the video if he would present it to 
Westbrook’s wife as a gift honoring her late 
husband. Swenson was happy to oblige. 

Earlier this year, Swenson traveled to 
Sacramento to meet Spraktes and the Black 
Hawk crew who medevac’d Westbrook out 
of the valley. They met for dinner and beers 

at Spraktes’ house and discussed the battle.
“[Swenson] told them how much he ap-

preciated them being able to take Westbrook 
out of there,” Spraktes said. 

Since then, Spraktes, Swenson and the 
Black Hawk crew have stayed in touch. 

“Captain Swenson is a quiet and very hum-
ble man,” Spraktes said. “He is very ethical 
and honorable, and very loyal to people.”

Swenson invited Spraktes and the Black 
Hawk crew to the White House for the Oct. 
16 ceremony, and Duerst, Spraktes and 
Acevedo were able to attend. 

“Just to even be asked, I was very humbled 
and honored,” Spraktes said.

“We saw what he did and how he kept go-
ing back in, and tried to pull more people out 
without concern for himself,” Duerst said. “I 
think the award is truly well-deserved.” 

Resupply: Missions sharpen Afghan pilots’ skills
Continued from Page B1
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Bond: Soldier’s actions inspire Guardsmen
Continued from Page B1

Challenge, Beauty, Quality.

423 TARTAN WAY | ENTERPRISE, AL | 334-398-8000

Tartan Pines Golf Club

FT. RUCKER OPTICAL CENTER
Main Exchange Building 9214

Daleville, AL 36322
(334) 521-4618

Monday - Saturday:
0900 - 1700

Sunday: Closed

*All packages including Image l, ll, llI, Lens packages and contact lenses are not eligible for promotion. See store for details.

NOVEMBER1ST -30THNOVEMBER1ST -30TH
APPRECIATIONMONTH
VETERANSVETERANS

ANYCOMPLETEPAIROF
GLASSESPURCHASED.

UPTO

OFF

SCRATCH &SAVE

*All packages including Image l, ll, lIl, Lens packages
and contact lenses are not eligible for promotion. See store for details.

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
November 7 • 5 to 8 p.m.November 7 • 5 to 8 p.m.

Gifts & Bridal

DOES THIS DESCRIBE YOU?

334-445-9363 or visit: www.GoutAndHeartStudy.com
IICR, Inc/Claassen 1566 Andrews Ave., Suite B, Ozark, AL 36360

Consider the following criteria for possible participation in a local clinical research study:
• Men 50 years of age or older
• Women 55 years of age or older
• Diagnosed with gout
• History of major cardiovascular disease

(includes stroke, blocked arteries, diabetes)

Qualified participants will receive study medication
and study-related medical care at no cost.
Compensation for time and travel may also be
available for those who qualify.
Learn more by calling the study center in your area.

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba
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The annual Fort Rucker Direc-
torate of Family, Morale, Wel-
fare and Recreation Christmas 
Tree Ornament Contest will soon 
have parents vacuuming up glit-
ter, breakfast cereal and tinsel off 
of every surface of the house, but 
the payoff of their child’s creation 
hanging on the post Christmas tree 
may make it all worthwhile.

The contest is free and open 
to youth ages 3 to 11 years old, 
and prizes include trophies and 
gift baskets. Children can turn in 
their ornaments to the Fort Rucker 
Youth Center, Soldier Service 
Center, child development cen-
ter or parent central services now 
through Nov. 27. There are no ma-
terial restrictions or themes this 
year.

“This provides a special op-
portunity for kids to be creative 
and let their imaginations go to 
magical places as they create a 
special ornament to adorn the 
post Christmas tree,” said Janice 

Erdlitz, DFMWR marketing di-
rector. “Parents also find this to 
be a very special moment – to see 
their child’s creative sparkle and to 
take their child to the tree for them 
to be able to point and say, ‘I did 

that.’ It provides a proud moment 
for child and parent. We’re com-
mitted to providing these special 
moments for our Families.”

Every year an assortment of 
ornaments are made from a range 

of materials, including felt, pine-
cones, paper, milk cartons, paper 
tubes and popsicle sticks, and DF-
MWR said that the only restriction 
is the ornaments must be hand-
made by the child. 

“We love to see the kids’ cre-
ativity,” she said. “We hope our 
ornament contest has become one 
of the many special Family tradi-
tions here at Fort Rucker, and we 
wish everyone has the opportunity 
to view all the ornaments made by 
our military youth.”

The holiday spirit can some-
times be overshadowed by stress-
ful plans or financial issues, but 
Erdlitz said that she thinks that the 
contest is a fun start to the holiday 
season. 

“From making a homemade or-
nament to stringing popcorn for the 
tree, it’s a wonderful time to start 
or carry on Family traditions,” she 
said. “By providing fun engaging 
opportunities, like the ornament 
contest, is just one more way we 
reach out and encourage Families 
to spend quality time together.

“Hopefully, when mom or dad 

look over at the kitchen table and 
see their precious child building a 
gingerbread house out of popsicle 
sticks or crafting an ornament, 
they can push away all the stress 
and embrace the joy of creativity 
with their child,” she added.

All the ornaments will be on 
display Dec. 5 when DFMWR of-
ficially lights the post Christmas 
tree and kicks off the holiday sea-
son.

The Christmas tree lighting 
ceremony is one of the best feel-
good events all year for the mar-
keting director. She said Soldiers 
cherishing the time they have with 
their Families should be the most 
important thing about this time of 
year.

“These are the type of events 
that really put things into perspec-
tive. No matter what trials we are 
all going through, it’s nice to get 
together and enjoy the festivities 
of Christmas,” she said.

Parents are asked to label their 
child’s entry with the child’s name 
and age, and the guardian’s name 
and contract information.

Marshmallows, stories and moonlight 
await those warm blooded enough to face 
the chilly fall weather Nov. 16 when Di-
rectorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation hosts the third annual under the 
stars camping event. 

Camping Under the Stars will be held 
at West Beach, Lake Tholocco as part of 
Month of the Military Family. The event 
will begin at 4 p.m., and is an all-night op-
portunity for the military community to 
come together and enjoy a night of relax-
ation and Family fun, according to Kristi 
Fink, DFMWR special events coordina-
tor.

“November is the Month of the Mili-
tary Family, and we do the best we can 
to show that Family needs are important 
to us, even during trying financial times,” 
she said. “We can’t wait to see the smiling 
faces and happy Family members at Lake 
Tholocco.”

New at the event this year is a petting 
zoo from 4-8 p.m. and the showing of 
“Monster’s University” and “Turbo” on an 
inflatable outdoor movie screen.

At 7:30 p.m., Col. Stuart J. McRae, 
garrison commander, will read the story 
“Click, Clack, Moo- Cows That Type” as 
part of the Tell Me A Story program. Chil-
dren can get a free copy of the book while 
supplies last by calling 255-9812. 

“We’re really excited about having a pet-
ting zoo this year at the event. With such a 
fun story being read to the kids, we thought 
it would be even more magical by bring-

ing in a petting zoo. We’re also having face 
painting for the kids. It should be a very 
fun evening for kids of all ages,” said Jan-
ice Erdlitz, DFMWR marketing director.

The event is free and open to all military 
identification card holders. The festivi-
ties will be held near the gazebo on West 
Beach. Families are encouraged to stay all 
night to enjoy the hot cocoa, coffee, camp-
fires and s`mores.

“If patrons are going to campout, then 
they should bring all those necessary items 
for camping. But if you’re just coming out 
for the main activities of the evening, then 
I’d suggest only bringing blankets and 
lawn chairs. We think we’ve done a great 
job of making this event a fun, easy time 
for Families,” said Erdlitz.

The camping experience is an opportu-
nity for those who might not get to camp 
out often or are not experienced campers. 
This is a chance to learn how to camp in a 
safe, comfortable area and to expose chil-
dren to the idea of camping while making 
the experience fun and stress free, said 

Erdlitz.
The outdoor recreation office has tents 

available for use free of charge at the 
event. Anyone interested in using a tent 
should call 255-9810 to reserve one while 
supplies last.

“Each year it’s getting bigger and bet-
ter. It provides the perfect opportunity for 
Families to share an evening under the 
stars,” said Erdlitz. “This provides the per-
fect opportunity for our Families to spend 
quality time together. Camping out is such 
a unique experience and we’re excited to 
be able to offer this opportunity.”

With Soldiers and Families holding 
steadfast through these difficult times, DF-
MWR said they have earned everyone’s 
continued support, and a night of giggles 
and enchantment.

“We’re excited to be able to continue to 
provide quality entertainment and recre-
ational activities. We recognize and appre-
ciate the commitment, contributions and 
sacrifices our military Families make for 
our nation,” said Erdlitz.

Col. Stuart J. McRae, garrison commander, reads a story to children at the Camping Under the Stars event at Lake Tholocco’s West Beach last year.
Photo by NAthan Pfau

Ornament contest seeks creations
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Lake event offers 
Family fun

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Sleeping bags, pillows, 
blankets, chairs, baby wipes, 
flashlights, bug spray, warm 
clothing, gloves, thick socks, 
favorite stuffed animal, 
camping attitude. 

Don’t forget to pack:
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BEST kickoff
Fort Rucker’s Better Empow-

ered Soldier Today’s kickoff will 
take place today from 1:30-3p.m. 
at The Commons, Bldg. 8950. 
The event offers people the op-
portunity to take steps to build 
a bold future and discover their 
essential you through hands-on, 
engaging, fun experiences de-
signed to create an opportunity 
to realize your life’s ambitions, 
according to organizers. The 
program will also help people 
learn how to become a better, 
empowered Soldier today and 
feel more in control of  their lives 
by developing a strong network 
of friends, relatives, co-workers, 
fellow Soldiers and more. The 
goal is to help people develop a 
diverse network of many people 
with similar interests and back-
grounds that they can turn to for 
help and advice when needed. 
BEST will explore topics of in-
terest and concern to women in 
the Army. The relevance of top-
ics will be determined by the 
network members, and appropri-
ate speakers, exhibits, activities 
and venues will be incorporated 
into the quarterly meetings to ad-
dress the topics. 

For more information or to 
RSVP, call Army Community 
Service at 255-3735.

CYSS trip to Dothan 
Peanut Festival

Child, youth and schools ser-
vices members are welcome to 
attend the annual field trip to the 
Dothan Peanut Festival Saturday 
from 3-10 p.m. The event is open 
to youth, ages 13-18, with active 
CYSS memberships. Active key-
stone members, ages 14-18, will 
receive free entrance and arm 
bands. All parents must be at the 
youth center at 10 p.m. to pick 
up their children. Keystone is a 
leadership club for youth ages 
14-18 and meetings are held 
Wednesdays from 4-5 p.m. 

For more information, call 
255-2260.

AFAP Conference
The Army Family Action 

Plan conference is scheduled for 
Wednesday, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and Nov. 14, from 8:30-
10:30 a.m. at Wings Chapel. 
AFAP is the Army’s grassroots-
level process to identify and el-
evate the most significant quality 
of life issues impacting Soldiers, 
retirees, Department of Army 
civilians and Families to senior 
Army leadership for action. 
Quality of life submissions will 
be reviewed by delegates at the 
conference. 

For more information and to 
submit a quality of life issue, 
visit http://www.surveymonkey.
com/s/TVSTMS9, or call 255-
2382.

Spouse to Spouse 
Sponsorship Training

Army Community Services 
hosts its Spouse to Spouse Spon-
sorship Training Program Nov. 
13 from 9–10 a.m. at The Com-
mons. The program is open to 
active duty, retiree and Army ci-
vilian spouses that are interested 
in sponsoring and welcoming 
new spouses to the Fort Rucker 
community. 

For more information, call 
255-3735.

Mini CDC Grand 
Opening

Fort Rucker’s 24/7 Mini Child 
Development Center will have 
its grand opening Nov. 15 at 3:30 
p.m. at Bldg. 8946 on Seventh 
Avenue behind the main CDC. 
The 24/7 Mini CDC will offer 
a house-like setting, with sleep-
ing rooms for boys and girls, 
an infant room with cribs, a liv-
ing room, den, fully operational 
kitchen and isolation rooms for 
children who become ill during 
their stay. The building also has a 
fenced-in playground. The facil-
ity has a capacity for 20 children 
between the ages of 6 weeks to 
12 years old. Hourly care will 

be available on a space available 
basis. 

For more information, call 
255-9638.

Newcomer’s Welcome
Army Community Service 

hosts the Newcomers Welcome 
every third Friday of the month 
from 8:30–10:30 a.m. at The 
Landing. Active duty military, 
spouses, foreign students, Army 
civilians and Family members 
are all encouraged to attend the 
event. A free light breakfast and 
coffee will be served. For free 
childcare, register your children 
at the child development center 
by calling 255-3564. Reserva-
tions must be made 24 hours 
prior to the event. 

For more, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

Camping Under the 
Stars

Fort Rucker Families are in-
vited to Camping Under the 
Stars Nov. 16 at outdoor recre-
ation. The event features Tell me 
a Story, where children will hear 
the story, “Click, Clack, Moo-
Cows That Type” by Doreen 
Cronin from 7:30–8 p.m. The 
Military Child Education Coali-
tion’s Tell me a Story is an initia-
tive created to empower military 
children by using literature and 
their own stories, geared toward 
children ages 4-12. Col. Stuart 
J. McRae, Fort Rucker garri-
son commander, will return as 
the guest reader. Each Family 
will receive a copy of the fea-
tured book. Admission is free, 
but space is limited! People 
can reserve books by emailing 
Kimberly.kozel@us.army.mil or 
calling 255-9812. Other activi-
ties will be held from 4–10 p.m., 
and include games, s’mores, 
story reading and a movie on 
the big screen from 8–10 p.m. 
People are welcomed to bring 
tents, blankets and chairs for the 
camping experience. There will 
be a limited number of tents that 
hold up to six people available 
for rent. For more information 
and to reserve a tent, call 255-
9810.

Military Family 
Appreciation Month 

November is Military Fam-
ily Appreciation Month and the 
Fort Rucker Directorate of Fam-
ily, Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation offers activities and spe-
cials throughout the month as a 
way for it to say “Thank you!” 
to military Families. For a list 
of specials being offered, visit 
www.ftruckermwr.com.

On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

DFMWR 
Spotlight

‘Let’s all go to the lobby …’
The Fort Rucker Exchange Theater reopens Friday with a ribbon cutting ceremony at 5:30 p.m. and a showing of “Thor: The Dark World” at 7 p.m. The movie is 
rated PG-13. The theater will feature a screening of the R rated film, “Homefront,” at 7 p.m. Nov. 16. For more on the theater, call 598-9423.

Photo by Nathan Pfau



The chiropractic and physical 
therapy departments at Lyster 
Army Health Clinic recently 
combined efforts to accelerate 
Soldiers’ recovery time after in-
juries.  

Both departments often see 
the same Soldier for his or her 
injury and are now able to work 
as a team to determine the best 
treatment plan. 

“Both professions address 
human performance and injury 
care and prevention, so having 
the staff from both departments 

perform their complimentary 
modalities in treatment only 
seemed natural,” said Col. James 
Laterza, commander of LAHC. 

At the chiropractic clinic, Dr. 
Jerry Jones sees about 260 Sol-
diers a week for pain related to 
the neck, back, and joints of the 
arms and legs. 

Chiropractic care is popular 
among Soldiers because it is a 
holistic approach to medicine 
that doesn’t require the use of 
prescription drugs, a big plus 
for those who are afraid of being 
grounded from flying.

All active-duty Soldiers are 
eligible to receive care at the 
chiropractic clinic as long as 

they obtain a referral from their 
primary care doctor. 

“At Lyster Army Health Clin-
ic, when appropriate, both chiro-
practic and physical therapy are 
utilized together. Many times 
there is a synergetic effect that 
allows both specialties to offer 
a more inclusive treatment plan 
that can speed healing and mini-
mize long term effects,” Jones 
said. 

On the physical therapy side, 
Soldiers receive an in-depth 
evaluation of the injured region, 
their functional movements and 
surrounding muscle groups.  
A treatment plan is then pre-
scribed that includes stretching, 

strengthening and improvements 
in biomechanics.

“In the physical therapy clin-
ic, we evaluate neuromuscular 
pain and injuries as it relates to 
daily activity,” said Capt. Alisha 
Harvey, chief of the physical 
therapy clinic at LAHC. “Not 
every issue is able to be treated 
with adjustments and we offer 
the manual therapy aspect (mo-
bilizations and manipulations 
similar to chiropractors) as well 
as exercises to aid the patient in 
making a lifelong adjustment.” 

The goals of physical therapy, 
she said, is to have patients be-
come independent with their 
therapeutic program and include 

it in their overall exercise rou-
tine. 

Treatments last from four 
weeks to eight months depend-
ing on the condition and limita-
tions of the patient’s injury.

Combined chiropractic and 
physical therapy treatments are 
most often done for chronic neck 
or back pain, she said.

“By combining these two im-
portant care practices, we can 
engage the patient in both active 
(physical therapy) and passive 
(chiropractic) care and minimize 
the need for medications,” Jones 
said. “Our goal is to return the 
patients to their normal activi-
ties as soon as possible.”

Cough or 
sneeze 

into your 
elbow, thus 

covering 
your nose 

and mouth.

Cold, flu 
prevention 

tip
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By Katherine Rosario
Lyster Army Health Clinic 
Public Affairs

Chiropractic, physical therapy 
work together to heal Soldiers

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Traditional Worship Service
8:30AM & 11:00AM

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45AM & 11:00AM

The Gathering - Youth
5:45PM

Sunday School
10:00 M

Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Main St • Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Religious 
Services

Worship Services
Except as noted, all services are 

on Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Bldg. 109

Multi-Cultural Worship Service 8 
a.m. Sunday.

 
Main Post Chapel, 
Bldg. 8940

9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship 

Service Sunday
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass 

(Tuesday - Friday) 4 p.m. Catholic 
Confessions Saturday 5 p.m. 
Catholic Mass Saturday.

Wings Chapel, Bldg. 
6036

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday 
School

10:45 a.m. Chapel Next Contempo-
rary Worship Protestant Service.

Spiritual Life Center, 
Bldg. 8939

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday 
School

10:45 a.m. CCD (except during 
summer months).

Bible Studies
9 a.m. Protestant Women of the 

Chapel, Wings Chapel, Tuesday 11 
a.m. Above the Best Bible Study, 
Yano Hall, Wednesday 1 p.m./6 
p.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual 
Life Center, Wednesday noon/1 

p.m. Adult Bible Study, Soldier 
Service Center, Wednesday 5:30 
p.m. Catholic Adult Bible Study, 
Spiritual Life Center, Wednesday, 
5:30 p.m. Youth Group Bible Study, 
Headquarters Chapel, Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. Chapel Next (Meal/Bible 
Study), Wings Chapel, Thursday 
9 a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual 
Life Center, Thursday.

Mothers of Preschoolers
MOPS is a Christian-based 

mom’s group.  MOPS is about 
meeting the needs of every mom 
of a child from conception through 
kindergarten.  MOPS will meet 
every first and third Thursday, 
9 a.m., at Wings Chapel, Bldg 
6036.  For more information, call 
the religious support office at 
255-2989. 

Protestant Women of 
the Chapel

PWOC meets every Tuesday at 9 
a.m. and 6 p.m. at Wings Chapel, 
Bldg 6036.  Childcare provided. For 
more information, call 255-9894.

Military Council of 
Catholic Women

MCCW meets every Tuesday 
from 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. at the 
Spiritual Life Center.  Childcare 
provided. For more information, 
call 255-9894.

Catholic Adult 
Fellowship

CAF meets regularly throughout 
the year.  For more information, 
call 255-9894.

We need
your help!

To all Enterprise, Alabama,
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC)
participants: We need your help – if
you are looking for a worthy cause to
directly assist our local community!
Please consider donating to the
Enterprise Teacher’s Assistance

Center ( E.T.A.C.) which serves as
the community-academic liaison
to provide desperately needed
classroom supplies not available

due to budget shortfalls throughout
the entire Enterprise City School
System. We sincerely ask for your
help to improve the quality of our
children’s education by donating to
the E.T.A.C.You can �nd us in the
2013 CFC Catalog and our number
is 85260. Please know that we

have zero overhead so 100% of all
donations will bene�t the Enterprise

City School System.

CFC #8526o

Pick-of-the-litter
Meet Moon, a 4-year-old Russian blue female now available for adoption at the Fort Rucker stray facility. She is very easy going and 
super sweet. She is already spayed and front declawed. She loves to just lay around and get petted. She is a very laid back kitty. It 
costs $80 to adopt Moon and other animals at the facility, which includes all up-to-date shots, the first round of age-appropriate vac-
cinations, microchip and Spaying/Neutering. For more information on animal adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-0766, open from 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. All adoptable animals are vet checked and tested for felv/fiv (for cats) or heartworm for dogs (over six months) and 
on flea prevention. The facility needs donations such as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as well as blankets, 
toys and towels. Donations can be dropped off at the stray facility, veterinary clinic or the commissary. Visit the Fort Rucker stray 
facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates on the newest animals available 
for adoption.

Courtesy photo
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WASHINGTON —  “Through-
out our Army’s 238-year history, 
American Indians have served 
valiantly and with distinction in 
times of peace and war, while 
also fighting for the right to be 
an equal part of our nation,” said 
Army leaders.

Recognizing the contribu-
tions of American Indians 
to the Army and the nation 
were Secretary of the Army 
John M. McHugh, Chief of 
Staff of the Army Gen. Ray 
Odierno and Sgt. Maj. of the 
Army Raymond F. Chandler 
III, who tri-signed a “Nation-
al American Indian Heritage 
Month” letter for the Novem-
ber observance.

American Indians served 
in the Army in every war in 
America’s history, as well as 
in peacetime. Additionally, 
25 American Indians have re-
ceived the nation’s highest 
award for valor — the Medal 
of Honor.

“This legacy continues today 
with the brave Soldiers who 
have served and continue to 
serve in Iraq, Afghanistan and 
around the world. We are proud 
of their service and honored by 
their sacrifices,” said the Army 
leaders.

While Native Americans 
have contributed much to the 
Army and the nation, Ameri-
ca’s relationship with them has 
not always been amicable.

Maj. Gen. Gregg Potter ad-
dressed Soldiers and guests 
at last November’s Native 
American celebrations at Fort 
Huachuca, Ariz., where he was 
then commander of the U.S. 
Army Intelligence Center of 
Excellence.

“Native American heritage 
celebrations are very, very 
important because we learn 
about other cultures,” Potter 
said. “The Army has not al-
ways done so well with under-
standing other cultures. Native 
American Heritage Month is 
very important because that is 
a culture that we didn’t under-

stand.
“Quite frankly,” he contin-

ued, “we didn’t treat the first 
inhabitants of our country very 
well and there are others in our 
history that we have done the 
same to. I think the more we 
can learn from each other, the 
better off we can be.”

In the Army’s ranks
In 2012, 8,138 Native Amer-

icans served in the Army, ac-
cording to Dr. Betty D. Max-
field, chief, Office of Army 
Demographics. Of these, 3,705 
were active-duty enlisted, 92 
were warrant officers and 405 
were officers. The Army Na-
tional Guard had 2,483 enlist-
ed, 56 warrant officers and 159 
officers. The Army Reserve 
had 1,055 enlisted, 22 warrant 
officers and 161 officers.

Ten years earlier in 2002, 

8,598 Native Americans served 
in the Army, Maxfield said. Of 
these, 3,665 were active-duty 
enlisted, 80 were warrant of-
ficers and 376 were officers. 
The Army National Guard had 
2,680 enlisted, 39 warrant of-
ficers and 139 officers. The 
Army Reserve had 1,344 en-
listed, 14 warrant officers and 
261 officers.

Throughout the month of 
November, installations Army-
wide will honor Native Ameri-
cans with special events like 
tribal dances, art exhibits, food 
and historical displays.

“We encourage our Army 
Family to commemorate (Na-
tive Americans’) contributions 
that help make our Army what 
it is today — Army Strong,” 
said Army leaders in their let-
ter.
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Army recognizes Native Americans’ service 
By Elizabeth M. Collins 
Army News Service
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named in her honor.
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WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
directed the chief of the National Guard Bureau Oct. 31 
to meet with the adjutants general of nine states to resolve 
the issue of those states denying ID cards to same-sex 
spouses at National Guard facilities.

In a speech at the 100th annual Anti-Defamation League 
in New York, Hagel said the adjutants general will be ex-
pected to comply with both lawful direction and Defense 
Department policy, in line with the practices of 45 other 
states and jurisdictions.

The Department of Defense last month began providing 
same-sex spouse benefits for military members and eli-
gible civilian employees, following the Supreme Court’s 
June 26 ruling that Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage 
Act is unconstitutional.

“We did it because everyone who serves our country in 
uniform … should receive the full benefits they earned, 
fairly and in accordance with the law,” the secretary said. 
“Everyone’s rights must be protected.”

A senior defense official speaking on background said 
that on Aug. 15, Pentagon officials issued a communica-
tion noting the system was updated and that ID cards to 
same-sex spouses were to be issued by all ID card process-
ing stations starting Sept. 3. The official noted that nine 
states – Indiana, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Texas and West Virginia – are 
denying equal access for same-sex spouses, and are vio-
lating DOD and service-level policies for administering 
same-sex couple and Family benefits.

“Secretary Hagel expects these nine states to resolve 
this issue,” the official said. “He is prepared to take fur-
ther action should the states not come into compliance 
with DOD policy.”

In his remarks in New York, Hagel said the denial of 
ID cards at National Guard facilities unnecessarily forces 
couples to travel to federal facilities.

“Not only does this violate the states’ obligations under 
federal law, their actions have created hardship and in-
equality by forcing couples to travel long distances to fed-
eral military bases to obtain the ID cards they’re entitled 
to,” he said. “This is wrong. It causes division among the 
ranks, and it furthers prejudice, which DOD has fought to 
extinguish.”

The secretary emphasized that members of the National 
Guard serve their states and the nation and deserve to be 
treated accordingly.

“Whether they are responding to natural disasters here 
at home in their states or fighting in Afghanistan, our 
National Guardsmen all wear the uniform of the United 
States of America,” he said. “They are serving this coun-
try. They – and their Families – are entitled to all the ben-
efits and respect accorded to all of our military men and 
women.”
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ANDALUSIA
Ongoing  — The American Legion Post 

80 has regular meetings the second Monday 
of the month, starting at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Legion Hall. For more information, call 222-
7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.
org.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of 

Commerce meets the second Wednesday of 
each month at noon at the Chamber of Com-
merce office in the Daleville Cultural and 
Convention Center. For more information, 
call 598-6331.

Ongoing—Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post mem-
bership meetings are at the post headquar-
ters on State Rd 84 every third Thursday of 
the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served on 
Sundays and games and TV’s available for 
entertainment.  Open to all. Post can host 
parties/weddings/hails and farewells.  For 
more information, call 598-6211, 598-1297 
or 598-6211/379-9187. 

DOTHAN
Sunday — Temple Emanu-El hosts the 

Bill Nomberg Memorial Temple-Hadassah 
Goods and Services Auction at 5 p.m. in the 
Myer Blumberg Social Hall. A light dinner 
will be served before the auction. Items to be 
auctioned include: deserts, gift cards, mas-
sages, art, gift baskets, crafts and home dé-
cor items.   A $12 donation is expected at the 
door. RSVP by Nov. 8 by calling 792-5001.

Nov. 15 — Foster Fest will be held for 
the last time this year from 6-9:30 p.m. A 
free downtown evening celebration, there 
will be street vendors, shops, drinks, festivi-
ties, live music and antique cars. For more 
information, call 793-3097 or visit www.
thedowntowngroup.com.

Tuesday, Nov.  14, 19-21 — People 
can experience living and working on a 
Wiregrass farmstead in the early 1900s 
with hearth cooking, gardening and sewing, 
wood splitting, fire building and animal care 
at Landmark Park’s Farm Living program. 
People will be divided into small groups in 
order to participate in the different worksta-
tions. This half-day program will conclude 
with lunch in the Waddell House. The fee is 
$12 per person. For more information, visit 

www.landmarkpark.com.

November — November is retired 
military appreciation month at Landmark 
Park. Retired military who  join Landmark 
Park during the month of November will re-
ceive $10 off any membership level. 

They will also get in free Nov. 9-11, re-
ceive a free ice cream cone on Nov. 16 and 
have a free digitarium planetarium program 
experience on Nov. 23.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.landmarkpark.com.

Nov. 20-23 – Flagship Performing Arts 
Program presents “Seussical the Musical” 
at 7 p.m., and a special 2 p.m. matinee Nov. 
23 at The Flagship Theatre. Tickets are $11 
for adults and $9 for students, seniors and 
active-duty military. For more information, 
call 699-3524 or visit www.theflagshipthe-
atre.com.

ENTERPRISE
Ongoing — The American Legion 

Post 73 meets at the American Legion/Doer’s 
Shrine Club building at 200 Gibson Street in 
Enterprise on the fourth Saturday of each 
month, beginning at 8 a.m. The building is 
across the street from the Lee Street Baptist 
Church on Lee Street.  For more informa-
tion, call Post Commander Jerry Goodson at 
347-5961 or 447-8507.

Ongoing  — Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post member-
ship meetings are at the post headquarters, 
on County Road 537, every third Tuesday of 
the month at 7 p.m. For more information, 
call Connie Hudson at 406-3077, Randy 
Black at 393-6499 or Bob Cooper 347-7076, 
or visit the VFW Post 6683 on Facebook.

Ongoing — Enterprise State Com-
munity College holds classes to teach Eng-
lish as a second language at the Fort Rucker 
campus Mondays and Wednesdays from 9 
a.m. until noon in Bldg. 4502, Rm. 131. 

GENEVA
Ongoing  — The Geneva County Re-

lay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday 

of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Disabled American 

Veterans Chapter No. 99 meets each 
Tuesday and Wednesday at 6 p.m. at New 
Brockton City Hall. Food and drinks are 
served followed by regular chapter busi-
ness. Chapter No. 99 maintains a DAV 
service office in the New Brockton Po-
lice station Each Tuesday and Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. to noon. All veteran services 
provided are free. 

For more information, call 718-5707.

Now through Dec. 15 — The 
New Brockton DAV Chapter No. 99 of-
fers a college scholarship of $500 to ap-
plicants who are the children of a U.S. 
military veteran who has fallen or been 
wounded, medically discharged honor-
ably wounded veterans, or spouses of 
fallen Soldiers in the Global War on Ter-
rorism. Applicants may be attending col-
lege or have been accepted at a certified 
college or university. Applications and 
additional information can be picked up 
at the DAV counselor office at the New 
Brockton Police Department at 202 South 
John Street, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 10 
a.m. to noon. Deadline for applications is 
Dec. 15. 

For more information, call 718-5707. 

OZARK
Thursday — “Come Home for 

Christmas,” a holiday open house, will 
be held from 5-8 p.m. downtown. Lo-
cal stores will participate in holiday dis-
counts, refreshments, door prizes, Santa 
Claus and more. Luminaries indicate par-
ticipating merchants.

Thursday through Dec. 20 
— The Rudd Art Center is sponsoring 
the second annual Artisan Holiday Show 
and Sale. Area craftsmen are invited to 
rent booths to sell their arts and crafts. 
All items must be handmade or created 
by the craftsman. No kits or store bought 
items are allowed. Booths are limited and 
will be filled on a first come, first served 
basis. Booths are approximately 8 feet by 
8 feet. The fee is $50. An opening recep-
tion will be Nov. 14 from 6-8 p.m. Call 
733-9748 for more information. 

Nov. 16 — D.A. Smith Middle Alum-
ni and Friends host a 5K Run Walk. Race 
begins at 8 a.m. There will be a bake sale                                  
as well. Early registration ends tomorrow. 
For more information, or to register, visit 
www.das.ozarkcityschools.net.

Nov. 21 — Dale County Farm City’s 
“Celebration” will be held at the Ozark 
Civic Center from 6-8 p.m.  A hamburger 
and hotdog supper will be served along 
with entertainment and door prizes. Tick-
ets are $8 and are on sale now.  Tickets 
will not be available at the door.  For tick-
ets, call 774-3300 or 774-9321.  

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited 

to the Cross Country Workshop every 
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church.  For more informa-
tion, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
Ongoing  — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall 
and features music from the 40s, 50s, and 
60s, finger foods, and refreshments.  For 
more information, call Janet Motes at 
808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
Friday — Registration for the 

12th annual Wiregrass Veterans Day 
Poker Run to benefit disabled American 
veterans will be held from 9:30-11 a.m. 
at the River Lounge in Clayhatchee. Kick 
stands up at 11 a.m. and last bike in at 4 
p.m. Participants will enjoy recreational 
vehicle and tent camping, vendors, live 
band, bonfire, food, refreshments and 
more. Cost for ride is $20 a rider and $10 
for passengers. 

Additional poker hands will cost $5. 
There will be a 50/50 drawing, awards 
for best and worst hand, as well as door 
prizes and an auction. 

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
Friday Fest

Friday Fest in downtown Panama City is Bay County’s 
largest street festival with more than 200 show cars, 50 
vendors and live bands — filling up six blocks of Har-
rison Avenue on the first Friday of each month from 6-10 
p.m. Local shops and restaurants stay open late.

Emerald Coast Cruizin
Emerald Coast Cruizin, a Family-fun event, will be 

held at Aaron Bessant Park today through Saturday. 
Gates open at 8 a.m. for spectators; live music starts 

each day at noon. Thousands of classic cars, hot rods, cus-
tom cars and trucks will be at the event. 

There will be more than 125 top name automotive 
vendors on hand, as well as a swap meet and car corral. 
Crafts, jewelry and more will be for sell as well. Admis-
sion is $10 for adults and children 12 and under are free. 

For more information, call (662) 587-9572.

Gumbo cook-off
The St. James and Lanark Volunteer Fire Department 

annual Charity Gumbo Cook-Off will be held Saturday at 
the Lanark Village Boat Club and Marina. 

Contestants from volunteer fire departments, law en-
forcement, local restaurants and private individuals will 
prepare different gumbo recipes for competition. 

Rules allow for competition gumbo to be sold after 
judging, allowing the general public to enjoy the gumbo. 
Gumbo dinners, prepared by the Lanark VFD culinary 
staff, are also available for sit down or to-go orders. 

Other activities include a live auction, silent auction, 
and possibly a cast net throwing class or two. 

For more information, call (850) 567-4161 or email 
mrundel@yahoo.com.

Ask any visitor to Scottsboro about the 
reason for their trip and they’re likely to 
respond that it’s for the shopping experi-
ence at Unclaimed Baggage Center. And 
rightly so. This nationally acclaimed cen-
ter draws visitors from around the world 
and has been featured on the Today show, 
CNN, Oprah, Fox News, Sunday Morning 
on CBS, the Late Show with David Letter-
man and in The New York Times. But 
shopping is only part of the allure of this 
beautiful mountain town.

Located in the foothills of the Appa-
lachian Mountains on 69,000-acre Lake 
Guntersville, Scottsboro is a treasure-trove 
of adventure. Here you can tour a quaint 
museum that chronicles the early history 
of the Civil Rights Movement in America, 
see the courthouse where the Scottsboro 
Boys Trials took place in the 1930s, and 
enjoy premier outdoor recreation, such 
as bird-watching, boating, camping, fish-
ing and golfing. From nearby canyons 
and mountains, you’ll uncover trails per-
fect for hiking and biking, and venture 
along rocky bluffs and into caves located 
in the very same area that Davy Crockett 
explored in the late 1700s. To soak in the 
beauty of the area, be sure to plan visits 
to coincide with wildflower displays in the 
spring and the bold and brilliant colors of 
the leaves in the fall.

Where to begin
The history of Scottsboro and Jackson 

County is housed in a splendid Greek Re-
vival mansion known as the Scottsboro-
Jackson Heritage Center, 208 S. Houston 
St.; (256) 259-2122. As both a historical 
and a cultural museum, the center is dedi-
cated to representing the rich history, cus-
toms, traditions and art of Jackson County. 
The center features three exhibit areas: 
the antebellum Brown-Proctor House, the 
pioneer village named “Sagetown” and the 
Little Courthouse. The center also offers 
a genealogical research library and hosts 
various art expositions and traveling ex-
hibits throughout the year.

The Scottsboro Boys Museum and 
Cultural Center

Three blocks from the Heritage Center 
is the Scottsboro Boys Museum, 428 W. 
Willow Street; (256) 244-1310. It was es-
tablished in 2010 by founder Shelia Wash-
ington and the Scottsboro/Jackson Multi-
Cultural Heritage Foundation to tell the 
compelling story of the Scottsboro Boys.

History records the Scottsboro Boys tri-
als as the beginning of the modern Civil 
Rights Movement in America. The Su-
preme Court decision requiring a “jury of 
one’s peers” is considered one of the 10 
most important jurisprudence decisions in 
American history. The trials and their af-
termath served as inspirations for Harper 
Lee’s 1960 Pulitzer Prize-winning novel 
“To Kill a Mockingbird.”

Search for lost treasures at unclaimed 
baggage center

One block from the little chapel that 

houses the Scottsboro Boys Museum is 
one of the nation’s premier shopping expe-
riences. The Unclaimed Baggage Center, 
509 W. Willow St.; (256) 259-1525, which 
has received recognition from across the 
country on television and in newspapers, 
offers to the public for purchase truckloads 
of lost luggage and cargo goods that can’t 
be traced to the owners.

Under contract to the airlines and cargo 
carriers, Unclaimed Baggage receives tons 
of lost and unclaimed passenger bags and 
cargo goods each week. They sort through 
them then display the merchandise for sale 
to the public at hugely discounted prices. 
More than 1 million items pass through 
the store annually. About 60 percent of the 
merchandise is clothing with the balance of 
the store dedicated to cameras, electronics, 
sporting goods, jewelry, designer glasses, 
books and, of course, luggage. The vast 
majority of items are from unclaimed bag-
gage – goods that remain unclaimed after 
at least 90 days of intensive tracking by 
the airlines. Cargo and freight shipments 
that are also unclaimed have been added 
to the inventory and are available in desig-
nated areas of the store.

Some items the Unclaimed Baggage 
Center receives are just too valuable or in-
triguing to sell. So store operators opened 
a small museum to display these “lost trea-
sures.” The museum features rotating dis-
plays that have included Egyptian artifacts 
estimated to date from 1567-304 B.C. and 
a violin from 1770, as well as other rare 
and unusual items. “Hoggle,” the gnome-
like gatekeeper from the Jim Henson mov-

ie “Labyrinth,” has a permanent place in 
the display.

Where to eat
The on-site Cups Cafe, (256) 259-

1525, inside Unclaimed Baggage Center 
is a great place to take a short break from 
shopping. The menu features Starbucks 
coffee, salads, sandwiches, barbecue and 
gourmet desserts. Make sure and try the 
famous homemade chicken salad. Direc-
tions: To get to Unclaimed Baggage Cen-
ter from U.S. Highway. 72 in Scottsboro, 
exit on Veterans Drive (AL 35) and con-
tinue to Willow Street. Turn left. The store 
is approximately 1.2 miles from the traffic 
light, on the left side of the road.

An alternate suggestion for dining in 
Scottsboro is Carlile’s Restaurant, 23730 
John T. Reid Pkwy.; (256) 574-5629. 
This family-owned eatery is known for 
its homemade sauces, seafood, steaks and 
barbecue. Both the chicken salad at Cups 
Cafe and the signature tomato pie at Carli-
le’s are featured in the “100 Dishes To Eat 
in Alabama Before You Die” brochure.

Experience the downtown square, 
nearby attractions

Five blocks from Unclaimed Baggage 
is Courthouse Square, 102 E. Laurel St., 
in downtown Scottsboro. Scottsboro is the 
county seat of Jackson County, and the 
square is one of the best landscaped in the 
state. In front of the Neo-Classical brick 
courthouse, constructed in 1911-1912, is 
a historic marker denoting where the first 
Scottsboro Boys Trials took place.

By Brian S. Jones and J.P. Parsons
Alabama Tourism Department

Scottsboro: Visit, claim the treasures



WASHINGTON – For the past several decades, 
only about 20 percent of Soldiers were classified as 
Class 1 dental wellness. 

In the dental community, that means those Soldiers 
were up to date on cleanings and required no den-
tal work, said the commander of U.S. Army Dental 
Command.

That number has since risen to around 40 percent 
and is climbing, said Col. Thomas R. Tempel Jr. The 
success is due to the Go First Class program.

Tempel explained that the program was tested and 
then instituted at various dental treatment facilities 
during the last 18 months. As of Oct. 1, all 131 facili-
ties Army-wide were using the program.

The concept of Go First Class is remarkably ele-
gant, Tempel said.

Traditionally, Soldiers would go for a routine exam, 
he explained. After the exam, they’d get another ap-
pointment for a cleaning and another for other work 
such as getting a filling.

That approach entailed a lot of appointments and 
time spent in the waiting room, he said. It also played 
havoc with unit training schedules.

The back and forth to appointments was so bad that 
only about half of the Soldiers who were told to re-
turn for dental work ever did so.

“We were not taking care of our Soldiers,” he 
said.

Lt. Gen. Patricia Horoho, the Army’s surgeon gen-
eral, and Maj. Gen. M. Ted Wong, chief, U.S. Army 
Dental Corps, asked the Army Dental Command team 
how dental readiness could be improved, he said.

“We came up with a proactive approach,” he said, 
“whereby Soldiers who come in for an exam also 
get a cleaning and often get a cavity filled all in one 
visit.”

The approach seems like a no-brainer, but it took 
about a year to fully implement, he said. The sched-
uling system needed to be reworked and the dentists 
ended up with a higher case load, since more Soldiers 
were getting work done.

Although the dentists are really busy now with no 
new hires, he said, their morale is high because they 
realize that they are directly contributing to the well-
ness and readiness of the force, through healthier 
Soldiers and more training time for commanders.

Soldiers, too, are happier.
In at least the past few decades, Soldiers have had a 

positive opinion of Army dentistry, he said, with sat-
isfaction levels hovering at around 92 percent in sur-
veys. Tempel thought that the upper limit had been 
reached since it’s hard to satisfy all of the people all 
of the time. But a new survey breached that mark, 
and customer satisfaction is now up to 95 percent and 
might continue climbing.

The Army chief of staff and the sergeant major of 
the Army were especially delighted by the savings 
in cost and training time when they were briefed in 
March, he said. The program saves about 1.25 mil-
lion hours of time per year, equating to $31 million 
in E-4 pay and benefits, he said.

The time and cost factors were computed by esti-
mating the time spent in the waiting room.

The cost and time savings associated with the pro-
gram already could improve even more in the future, 
he said, because the one-stop preventative care re-
ceived will result in fewer larger problems down the 
road – cavities, root canals and so on, he said.

“Soldiers who achieve Class 1 are five times less 
likely to experience a dental emergency than someone 
who is Class 3,” and needs work done, he said. “That’s 
good for readiness, especially units deployed.

“The Army surgeon general’s vision is to ‘improve 
the health of the nation by improving the health of the 
Army,’” Tempel said. She and the Dental Corps com-
mander “allowed our team to think freely and provide 

them with ideas,” a term Horoho coined “blue ocean 
thinking,” meaning broad and in-depth.

Also as a result of this thinking, a new business 
model was adopted.

Although Dental Command makes up only about 
4 percent of the entire Army Medical Command, it 
now runs on the Operating Company Model, which 
complex businesses use to process and organize pro-
cedures for more efficiency, he said.

That model was also used to standardize dental 
care across the Army, he added. There are plans to 
increase efficiency even more in the coming year, 
with an automated system in the works that will track 
Soldiers who are deemed high risk.

“High risk” within the dental community includes 
those patients with a history of dental problems, poor 
oral hygiene, and habits such as smoking that are det-
rimental to good oral health.

The model will also be used to improve data qual-
ity and dental record audits.

Although Soldiers still carry their dental record 
portfolio with them when they change duty stations, 
Tempel said he’s hopeful that before he retires he’ll 
see implementation of a paperless system for all re-
cords.

Tempel’s “dream list” also includes seeing the roll-
out of a vaccine or maybe special gum that’s chewed 

which prevents cavities. It seems farfetched, but he 
said Army researchers are working on those today.

Those Army researchers have already had some big 
successes.

They came out with a digital reader that’s portable 
– about the size of a suitcase – that functions like an 
X-ray machine out in the field. It’s being used today 
in remote areas of Afghanistan, he said.

Other Army research is being conducted on trauma, 
he noted, like facial and tooth reconstruction follow-
ing an event like an improvised explosive device 
blast.

These are exciting times to be an Army dentist, 
Tempel concluded.
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• Neurological Eye Disorders

Full Service Optical Shop

Enterprise

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

Gene Pahmeier M.D.
Ophthalmologist, F.A.A.O. Full Service Optical Shop

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment

(Medical & Laser)
• Pediatric Eye Disorders

• Neurological Eye Disorders

100 Professional Dr., Suite A • Enterprise
(Next to Martin Colley Drugs on the Bypass)

334-347-4018

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

Dental health of Soldiers 
dramatically improves

Army graphic
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John M., 10 Year Veteran, Navy

Blondell P. 10 Year Veteran, Air Force

KathyW.R., 8 Year Veteran, Coast Guard

Rev. John L. 13-Year Veteran, Air Force

Alberto O. 12-Year Veteran, Marine Corps

Betty H. 32-Year Veteran, Navy

Nomatter the era, branch, or duty, every man and woman

who served has contributed to an honorable and heroic

legacy. This Veterans Day, join USAA and veteran combat

photographer Stacy Pearsall in celebrating that legacy

through the Veterans Portrait Project.

USAAmeans United Services Automobile Association. © 2013 USAA. 148444-1113

HOW DO YOU PICTURE A HERO?

Rufus T. 21-Year Veteran, Army

We invite you to seemore of the Veterans Portrait Project

at usaa.com/veteransday
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Sports setting pace
Cadet sets new Indoor 
Obstacle Course 
record at West Point 

Story on Page D3
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As a chilly breeze took over the field, the 1st Battalion, 
11th Aviation Regiment Waffles took on the 1st Battalion, 
145th Aviation Regiment Old Warriors in a close intramural 
football game that had both teams on the edge of their seats.

The Waffles came out on top, however, as they beat the 
Old Warriors, 18-13, with superior offense and a defense that 
proved too much for the 1-145th.

“The game was closer than it needed it to be,” said Sgt. 
Neal Eaton, captain and quarterback of the Waffles. “We had 
(a couple of players) drop the pick, but our team strength is 
that we have a good defense.”

The 1-11th received to start and began strong with a com-
plete pass on their first play, and the Old Warriors came back 
with a strong defense to combat their opponent’s strong 
start.

Despite that strong start, the Waffles were unable to push 
through their opponent’s defense for a first down, and turned 
the ball over at their own 30-yard line just minutes into the 
game.

The Old Warriors started their possession on the right foot 
with a yard-gaining run on their first play, followed by a 10-
yard run for the first down to put them within yards of the 
opposing goal line.

The Waffles had to work hard to keep their opponents from 
scoring and was able to hold them at the 15-yard line and 
force the turnover.

Although their defense got into the game, 1-145th still had 
quite a ways to go to get to their opponent’s end zone, and 
with only 10 minutes remaining in the first half and neither 
team on the scoreboard, both teams had their work cut out 
for them.

The 1-11th changed the pace of the game, however, and 
went to work as Eaton threw a 10-yard pass to which the 
receiver managed to run for more than 60 yards for the first 
touchdown of the game, but didn’t manage to get the extra 
point and led their opponents, 6-0.

The clock was running down fast and the Old Warriors 
needed to get into to game to stay on top of their opponents, 
and even though they managed a 50-yard run to get to the 
opposing 30-yard line, the Waffle’s defense tightened up to 
keep them at bay and retook possession.

On their first down, the 1-11th managed a 20-yard pass and 
30-yard run to push closer to the opposing end zone and get 
within reach of their second touchdown. They quickly fol-
lowed up with another 15-yard run to get another first down 
and get closer to the goal line, but a penalty pushed them 
back to favor the Old Warriors.

The Waffles wouldn’t be deterred, though, as they made up 
for lost ground with another complete pass to get within 10 
yards of the end zone.

One play later, they had their second touchdown of the 
game, and went for the 2-point conversion, but were unable 

to complete the play and now led their opponents 12-0 with 
just one minute remaining in the first half.

Determined to get back in the game, the Old Warriors 
brought out an aggressive play style to push downfield, but 
weren’t able to complete the long-range passes they were go-
ing for.

The 1-145th decided to punt after three failed passes and 
returned possession to the 1-11th with just 40 seconds left in 
the half.

The Waffles took possession hoping to add more pressure 
to their opponents, but the Old Warrior’s defense went to 
work and managed to push them back toward their own goal 
line, eventually forcing a punt.

Although the Old Warriors managed to return the ball to the 
opposing 20-yard line, they didn’t have enough time to make 
a play before the clock ran down, ending the half 12-0.

The 1-145th had a small advantage going into the second 
half as they received, and pushed hard downfield to start the 
half on the right foot, but the 1-11th’s defense stayed on them 
to hold them back.

The Old Warriors seemed to finally find their footing as 
they threw a 20-yard pass that they ran to the opposing 30-
yard line before the runner passed it back to another player to 
run it the rest of the way downfield for the touchdown and put 
them on the score board with the extra point, 12-7.

Not to be outdone, the Waffles showed their offensive 
prowess by completing pass after pass to push downfield, 
and ultimately threw a 30-yard pass that allowed the receiver 

to run 40-yards downfield for the touchdown to once again 
extend their lead, 18-7.

The Old Warriors maintained their stride as they took pos-
session with only 10 minutes remaining in the game. Play 
after play, they slowly inched their way toward the opposing 
end zone until they were in reach of the goal line. 

They managed to throw a pass into the end zone that 
bounced off the hands of one of their own, right into the 
hands of a fellow player for their second touchdown of the 
game to trail their opponents by only five points.

The Waffles took possession determined to stay far ahead 
of their opponents, but the opposing defense managed to hold 
them back and even catch an interception to retake posses-
sion with only three minutes remaining.

Although the Old Warriors now had possession, they had 
to cover the entire length of the field in order to score to take 
the lead, and they managed to get first down after first down 
and edge closer to the opposing goal line.

But with less than a minute left in the game and still 30 
yards from the end zone, The Waffles managed to hold the 
line strong when the Old Warriors literally threw their chance 
at a touchdown away with an interception with only seconds 
remaining in the game, ending the game 18-13.

Despite the close game, Eaton remains confident that his 
team will make it all the way to the end.

“I think we have real good hopes to win the champion-
ship,” he said. “As long as we get our manning, we’ll be al-
right.”

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Waffles edge Old Warriors

Sgt. Neal Eaton, captain and quarterback of the Waffles, runs the ball past an opposing player as he makes his way toward the end zone. The 
Waffles beat the Old Warriors, 18-13, during an intramural football game at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility football field Tuesday.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Photo by Nathan Pfau

The start of last year’s Turkey Trot 5k. The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center 
will host this year’s Turkey Trot 5k, 10k and 1-Mile Fun Run Nov. 23 from 9–11 
a.m. Race day registration will be 7:30–8:45 a.m. The 5k and 10k will start at 9 
a.m. at the Fort Rucker PFC on Andrews Avenue. Participants are encouraged 
to pre-register at either PFC. Forms are available at either PFC or printable 
at www.ftruckermwr.com/recreation/physical-fitness-centers/events/. Costs are 
$20-25 individual and $120-160 for teams. The fun run – open to all children and 
free of charge – will begin after the 5k and 10k. Each Fun Run participant will 
receive a medal. For more information, call 255-2296.

Turkey 
Trot 
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Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.
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Youth Deer Hunt
Outdoor recreation will host a youth deer hunt Nov. 16 from 4 a.m. 

to 6:30 p.m. at outdoor recreation, Bldg. 24236, on Johnston Road. 
The hunt is open to youth ages 7-15. Cost to participate is $15, which 
includes lunch. Trophies will be awarded to first-, second- and third-
place winners, and door prizes will also be given away. Parents and 
escorts of youth must have an Alabama State Hunting License and 
a Hunter Education Course Completion Card. The event is open to 
the public. 

For more information, call 255-4305.

Turkey Trot 
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will host the annual Tur-

key Trot 5k, 10k and 1-Mile Fun Run Nov. 23 from 9–11 a.m. Race 
day registration will be 7:30–8:45 a.m. The 5k and 10k will start at 
9 a.m. at the Fort Rucker PFC on Andrews Avenue. Participants are 
encouraged to pre-register at either PFC. Forms are available at ei-
ther PFC or printable at www.ftruckermwr.com/recreation/physical-
fitness-centers/events/. Costs are $20-25 individual and $120-160 for 
teams. The fun run – open to all children and free of charge – will 
begin after the 5k and 10k. Each Fun Run participant will receive a 
medal. 

For more information, call 255-2296.

Turkey Shootout
Silver Wings Golf Course will host its annual Turkey Shootout 

Nov. 23 with tee times from 7–9 a.m. The format will be individual 
stroke play, and U.S. Golf Association handicap or weekend dogfight 
points will be used. Cost is $20 per player, plus cart and greens fee (if 
applicable). Turkeys and gift certificates will be awarded to the gross 
and net winners.  The deadline to register is by 9 a.m. Nov. 23.

For more information, call 598-2449.

Zombie Bowl
Rucker Lanes host its Black Friday Zombie Bowl Nov. 29 from 

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost is $50 per lane (up to six people per lane) for 
unlimited bowling, shoe rental, one large one-topping pizza, and a 
pitcher of soda or tea. The event is open to the public. 

For more information, call 255-9503.

The Real Iron Bowl 
Silver Wings Golf Course hosts its annual Real Iron Bowl Golf 

Tournament Nov. 30 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 36-hole match play 
will feature two teams – Auburn fans vs. Alabama fans. Entry fee is 
$20 per player, plus cart and green fees. Sign up and team assign-
ments will take place the day of the event. The format is four-person 
team, best two balls of the four.

For more information, call 598-2449.

Golf shop holiday sale
The Silver Wings Golf Course Pro Shop hosts its holiday sale 

Dec. 1-24, where patrons get to choose a stocking from its Christ-
mas tree that gives them a discount that can be applied to their pur-
chase. 

For more information, call 598-2449.

Turkey Burn
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center hosts a Turkey Burn 

session Dec. 2 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and again from 4–8 p.m. The 
event will feature door prizes, fruit and water for all participants 
as participants workout in a variety of classes with a mixture of 
instructors every thirty minutes. Classes will include bodyweight 
strength and cardio, spin, Yoga, Tabata, Zumba and more. Cost is 
$3.50 per session for patrons, unless they have a monthly class card. 
The event is open to all authorized fitness center patrons. 

For more information, call 255-2296 or 255-3794.

Basketball coaches meeting
There will be a men’s and women’s intramural basketball coach-

es meeting Dec. 3 for people interested in coaching a basketball 
team. Meetings will be held at 9:30 a.m. and again at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center conference room. 

For more information, call 255-2296.
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WEST POINT, N.Y. – The In-
door Obstacle Course Test has 
challenged cadets for more than 
60 years at West Point.

Out of the thousands that have 
come before her, no female cadet 
has ever completed it faster than 
Class of 2017 Cadet Madaline 
Kenyon.

At 2 minutes and 26 seconds, 
she recently set the new female 
record – a mark that had been held 
for more than 20 years by Class of 
1989’s Tanya Cheek.

Kenyon said being a track ath-
lete helps, but the Duanesburg, 
N.Y., native credits her IOCT suc-
cess to years of gymnastics.

“The physical aspects of mili-
tary movement and the IOCT are 
very similar to what I learned do-
ing gymnastics. It’s something that 

I did for eight years, and some-
thing that I loved and worked at,” 

Kenyon said.
Kenyon set the new record in 

just her fourth attempt on the 11-
event course, and Capt. Austin 
Wilson knows she can do even 
better. A Department of Physi-
cal Education instructor and the 
holder of the male IOCT record of 
1:59, Wilson watched Kenyon on 
her first run and immediately took 
her under his wing with the aim of 
setting the fastest female time.

To put things in perspective, 
male cadets receive an A+ grade 
for Kenyon’s record-setting pace. 
It’s a grade that less than 5 percent 
of the corps achieves, according 
to Wilson.

While the time has set her apart 
from her peers, she hopes to be an 
example for others, and thinks her 
achievement is possible for any-
one willing to put in the time and 
effort.

“It’s the mindset,” Kenyon said. 
“You have to know that you can. 
You have to push yourself past 
that comfort level. That is how 

you excel. It’s not about being 
comfortable. It’s about knowing 
that you can go the extra mile and 
do better.”

She arrived at West Point with 
aspirations of becoming a physi-
cal therapist, however, Kenyon 
isn’t set on trying to branch into 
the Army’s Medical Corps.

After hearing U.S. Military 
Academy Superintendent Lt. 
Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. speak 
on the steps of Washington Hall, 
thoughts of combat branches are 
now in her mind.

“I was talking to Lieutenant 
General Caslen about it,” Kenyon 
said. “And he said ‘Why not go 
Armor? Why not go Infantry?’”

Until the time comes for that 
decision though, she’s focused on 
continuing to be a positive exam-
ple in the Corps of Cadets.

“I want to show the male cadets 
here that females can hold our 
own,” she said. 

By Sgt. 1st Class 
Christopher Fincham
Army News Service

Cadet sets new Indoor Obstacle Course record at West Point

Class of 2017 Cadet Madaline Kenyon, at 2 minutes and 26 seconds, set the new 
female record on the Indoor Obstacle Course Test – a mark that had been held for 
more than 20 years by Class of 1989’s Tanya Cheek.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Fincham

sales • service • Parts

Brand New
Travel Trailers

$899500
as low as

plus tax, tag, and title

Brand New
Pop-Ups

$699500
as low as

plus tax, tag, and title

4218 S. Oates St.
Hwy 231 South

Dothan
334-678-5194

www.runawayrv.net

Streamlite

Come See Me!

Stephen Murner,
for your next new or pre-owned RV!

Stephen@runawayrv.net

*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
NOVEMBER 8 - 14, 2013

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CTR

College Cinema • enterprise
$2.00 Upcharge for 3D

ADVANCE SHOWING — THOR: THE DARK WORLD
PG13 - In 2D • 8:00 Thursday, Nov. 7

ADVANCE SHOWING — THOR: THE DARK WORLD
PG13 - In 3D • 8:00 Thursday, Nov. 7

WESTGATE CENTER

I THOR: THE DARK WORLD - PG13
In 2D (3D at College Cinema)
Mon - Fri: 7:00 & 9:20
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20

II FREE BIRD’S - PG
Mon - Fri: 7:10 & 9:10
Sat & Sun: 2:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:10

III ENDER’S GAME- PG13
Mon - Fri: 7:00 & 9:20
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20

IV JACKASS PRESENTS:
BAD GRANDPA - R
Mon - Fri: 7:10 & 9:10
Sat & Sun: 2:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:10

I THOR: THE DARK WORLD - PG13 - 3D
Mon - Fri: 7:10 & 9:30
Sat. & Sun. 2:00, 4:25, 7:10 & 9:30

II LAST VEGAS - PG13
Mon - Fri: 7:00 & 9:10
Sat. & Sun. 2:00, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:10

III ENDER’S GAME - PG13
Mon - Fri: 7:10 & 9:30
Sat & Sun: 2:10, 4:25, 7:10 & 9:30

AL
L

DI
GI

TA
L

PR
OJ

EC
TI

ON
AL

L
DI

GI
TA

L
PR

OJ
EC

TI
ON

AL
L

DI
GI

TA
L

PR
OJ

EC
TI

ON



D4  ★  November 7, 2013  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM


	AF-11072013_A1-3
	AF-11072013_A4-5
	AF-11072013_A6-8
	AF-11072013_B1
	AF-11072013_B2
	AF-11072013_B3
	AF-11072013_B4
	AF-11072013_C1-8
	AF-11072013_D1-4

