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The sun had yet to peek over the horizon when hundreds 
of Soldiers came together for a run to kick off an event meant 
to honor the holiday spirit of giving.

Soldiers from more than 10 different units on Fort Rucker 
gathered on Howze Field Friday morning to join Command 
Sgt. Maj. James H. Thomson Jr., command sergeant major 
of the Aviation Branch, for a run to Santa’s Workshop and to 
donate toys for Operation Santa.

“This year, (the Fort Rucker Sergeant Audie Murphy 
Club) thought that we should do something to give back to 
Army Families, because that’s what we’re all about,” said 
1st Sgt. Jeremy Lindner, SAMC president. “We’re a group 
of NCOs and we’re all about the Army, and any time that we 
can, we’re going to help to benefit Army Families.”

Thomson is a strong supporter of the SAMC and said the 
idea for Operation Santa came about during a meeting when 
a member mentioned a similar program at another installa-
tion. He said he was briefed on the program by Lindner and 
has been behind the endeavor ever since.

“Operation Santa not only benefits those Families who 
can use a little help during the holiday season, but also al-
lows those looking for ways to give of themselves a venue 
in which to do so,” said command sergeant major. “There is 
also a leader development component to this if you consider 
that our Army expects our NCOs to be leaders of character. 
What a great example this event is to demonstrate a visible 
representation of NCOs living up to the Creed of the Non-
commissioned Officer.”

Thomson said he normally leads a quarterly run, but took 

TAOG Soldiers welcomed home

Soldiers run to 
offer support to 
Operation Santa

Nine air traffic control equipment re-
pairers with the 164th Theater Operations 
Airfield Group returned to Fort Rucker 
Monday night to the cheers and tears of 
Family members, friends and fellow Sol-
diers from a tour of duty to Kuwait and 
Afghanistan.

Special Activity Team 21, a nine-man 
team, was overseas for eight months, and 
another deployment is in the making for 
later this year, according to Lt. Col. Dan-
iel Y. Morris, 1-58th Airfield Operations 
Battalion.

“This was our second deployment, but 
it doesn’t get any easier, just different,” 
said Jillian Burke, Army spouse from 
Bardstown, Ky. “I hope that he won’t be 
going on another deployment for a very 
long time, because last time it felt like he 
was here one day and gone the next, it 
was so quick.”

The team conducted 13 support 
missions in Afghanistan, which included 
assisting and augmenting 2-244th Airfield 
Operations Battalion, a National Guard 
unit out of Louisiana, for 30-day rotations. 
The team also conducted 12 support Photo by Sara E. Martin

Jillian Burke, Army spouse, with daughter, Desirae, welcomes home her husband, Staff Sgt. Timothy Burke, from an eight-month deployment Monday at 
the Spiritual Life Center.  

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Soldiers drop off toys at Santa’s Workshop during a run to kick off 
Operation Santa Friday. Gifts can be donated for the program at the 
post exchange, Bldg. 5700, the NCO Academy and Lyster Army Health 
Clinic.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

See home, Page A4

Hagel recalls most DOD civilians, 
commissary opens for business

WASHINGTON – Most Fort 
Rucker Department of Defense ci-
vilian employees are back to work 
this week after being placed on fur-
lough as a result of the government 
shutdown, which began Oct. 1.

Additionally, the Fort Rucker 
Commissary and U.S. Army Avia-
tion Museum are open for normal 
business once again, according to 
post officials. For the latest local 
updates, people can visit the Fort 
Rucker website at www.rucker.
army.mil, like Fort Rucker on Fa-
cebook at www.facebook.com/
ftrucker or follow Fort Rucker on 
Twitter at @ft_rucker.

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
announced Saturday he was recall-
ing most of the Defense Depart-
ment civilians who were placed on 
furlough.

“Today, I am announcing that 
most DOD civilians placed on 
emergency furlough during the 
government shutdown will be asked 
to return to work beginning next 
week,” he said. “Immediately after 

President [Barack] Obama signed 
the Pay Our Military Act into law, 
I directed DOD’s acting general 
counsel to determine whether we 

American Forces Press Service 
and Fort Rucker Public Affairs

Photo illustration by David Agan

Local Boy Scout paves way 
for community improvement

While most teenage boys are 
playing video games and watching 
TV, one Fort Rucker teen is literally 
paving the way to better his commu-
nity.

Nathan Pool, of Boy Scout Troop 
77, has taken on the enormous task 
of turning the plot of land behind 
The Landing into a nature trail that 
people can use for walking, hiking, 
biking and other activities.

Although Pool took on the task to 
fulfill his requirement for his Eagle 
Scout service project, he said he also 
looked at it as a way to give back to 
the community.

“I saw that this would be good to 
benefit the community and give peo-
ple a way to get outside and enjoy 
the outdoors,” he said. “I’d really 
like to see people out here utilizing 
it when it’s done.”

The main trail is about three-quar-
ters of a mile long and branches off 
to subsequent trails throughout the 
land, said Pool.

The trail also loops around a food 
plot that animals use to feed that 
can provide some sight seeing for 
people interested in wildlife, added 

Nathan’s father, CW4 Scott Pool, 1st 
Battalion, 212th Aviation Regiment.

“There are so many different 
types of trees, birds and wildlife 
out here for people to see,” he said. 
“There are certain merit badges (in 
Boy Scouts) that have to do with 
the identification of different (plants 
and wildlife), and this will be a good 
place for people can come for that.”

The process to get started took 
time and in order to get approval for 
the trail, Nathan and those involved 
had to write up a plan stating what 
the project was and how it will ben-
efit the community.

So far, Nathan, his Family and 
groups of volunteers have cleared 
out the main trail with mowers and 
marked them with posts. Other trails 
and trees were trimmed by hand, and 
although much work has been done, 
Nathan said they still have a long 
way to go.

When the project was approved, 
they were able to start work, but it 
quickly became more than just a 
means for Pool to achieve the rank 
of Eagle Scout, but a learning expe-
rience that he can take with him long 
after the scouts.

“As a Boy Scout, this teaches me 
a sense of responsibility,” said Pool. 
“I can come out here and see that 
(the trail) is being used and know 
that it make some sort of impact on 
the community – it makes me feel 
like I’m part of something.”

Nathan got started in the Scouts in 
the first grade and has learned skills 
from first aid, and outdoor skills to 
life skills like personal and finance 
management. No matter what the 
lesson, it all comes back to respon-
sibility, he said.

“The purpose for this project as an 
Eagle project is that you’re project 
manager,” said Scott. “Your job is to 
figure out what you want to do, to 
have the vision and to put the vision 
together.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO – The 
Family advocacy program is taking the 
lead this year in the Army’s campaign 
to give Soldiers and their Families the 
tools they need to avoid and prevent the 
occurrence of intimate partner violence. 

The U.S. Army Installation Manage-
ment Command is making a concerted 
effort during Domestic Violence Aware-
ness month to highlight their resources 
and strike a chord of resiliency on Army 
garrisons.

“We’ll have a campaign this year, ac-
tivated at each garrison to highlight our 
programs to our Soldiers and Family 
members,” said Col. Anthony Cox, di-
rector of the IMCOM FAP. “Our goal is 
to help them capitalize on their strengths 
to make their domestic situation a suc-
cess.”

FAP is a congressionally mandated 
program intended to prevent and reduce 
the occurrence of Family violence and 
create an environment of intolerance for 
such behavior. 

“Family advocacy is the art of bring-
ing public awareness about Family vio-
lence and prevention techniques to our 
Soldiers and spouses,” said Novella 
Magwood, IMCOM Family advocacy 
specialist and program manager for do-
mestic violence awareness month. “We 
have in our program the ability to help 
before a situation escalates into vio-
lence.”

For Soldiers and Family members 
involved in domestic violence, early 
referral and intervention reduces risk, 
establishes safety plans and provides 
treatment for victims and offenders. The 
program manager is trained to be proac-
tive in their efforts to provide the skills 
the Soldier needs most.

“We offer classes, such as anger man-
agement, financial counseling and new 
parent training,” said Magwood. “Many 
times we’ll get a request from the com-
mander to go directly to the unit to 
conduct FAP training. This puts us in 
a position to meet the Soldiers and get 
the feedback we need to assist one-on-
one.”

Referrals work both ways. Family 

advocates work through outreach to as-
sess a situation and refer the Soldier or 
couple to an Army Community Service- 
or chaplain-led class, or to professional 
licensed therapists at the on-post medi-
cal treatment facility.

“Post-traumatic stress is a problem 
and it can become a heavy burden on 
the Family,” said Magwood. “Soldiers 
are encouraged to seek out help through 
their chain of command, but many times 
we see it in Family advocacy first. We 

are an extra pair of eyes that can steer a 
Soldier in the right direction for the help 
they need.”

Family advocacy works best when the 
Soldiers or Family members come to the 
counselors early – before things get out 
of hand, and the police or command has 
to get involved. Programs include home 
visits, couples communication and/or 
parenting classes, anger management, 
parent support, child classes and educa-
tion. The Chaplain Family life centers 

and Family advocacy treatment provid-
ers at the on-post medical treatment fa-
cilities offer marital and Family therapy. 
These voluntary programs are designed 
to help the Families cope with stress, 
isolation, deployment issues and parent-
hood.

“One of our best customers is the ex-
pectant mother before she gives birth,” 
said Magwood. “This is the time to get 
her and the father into a class together 
and teach them what they will face when 
baby comes home. Through the New 
Parent Support Program, often we can 
help set the mood and the tempo in the 
home and really engage the father in the 
parenting process.”

“I remember when I was first married 
and frankly, we had the usual growing 
pains,” said Cox. “We actually did some 
counseling and learned to identify our 
own differences in communication. We 
realized that often tears or words spoken 
in frustration don’t need to be taken per-
sonally. This type of counseling helped 
me and my wife early in our marriage.”

Two issues that often contribute to 
domestic violence are finances and 
communication. For example, a young 
Soldier who has just PCS’d to their new 
permanent assignment can get into fi-
nancial trouble quickly.

“They’re young and maybe have mon-
ey in their account for the first time in 
their lives. The temptation to spend on 
recreation or vanity items is too great 
for many,” said Magwood. “If the cou-
ple is not communicating directly about 
managing money and credit cards, often 
the discussion turns to shouting. We can 
teach how to prioritize the money and 
find ways to save.”

One major barrier to effective com-
munication is when frustration turns 
to anger, which may lead to domestic 
violence. The Parenting and Healthy 
Marriage Program utilizes the Scream-
Free Parenting and Marriage classes 
and training to provide education and 
awareness on effective parenting strat-
egies, enhancing interpersonal relation-
ships within the Family, and anxiety and 
stress reduction. 

To see how Fort Rucker Army Com-
munity Service can help, visit http://
www.ftruckermwr.com/.
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Perspective

Esther Schaffino, 
military spouse

“We make sure that 
everything is off that needs to 
be off before we go to bed. We 
also check to make sure that 
our fire extinguishers are up to 
date and we make sure that all 
our filters are clean throughout 
the house.”

“Check all your batteries in 
your fire alarms. I live in an 
apartment, but if you have a 
sprinkler system make sure to 
check them. If you have kids 
make sure you have an escape 
plan.”

“Make sure you don’t leave 
things on the stove unattended 
and make sure the batteries on 
your smoke detectors are up 
to date. I’ve heard to change 
the batteries when the time 
changes so you do them twice 
a year.”

“Check all the batteries on 
your smoke detectors and make 
sure you have your escape route 
planned if there is a fire.”

Matthew Zepp, 
retired military

2nd Lt. Alex Duncan, 
D Co., 1st Bn., 145th Avn. 

Regt.

Nathaniel Tripp, 
retired military

This week is Fire Prevention Week. 
How do you keep your home safe or 

what precautions do you take to keep 
your Family safe from fires?

“
”

“Check your fire alarms and 
make sure you have a working 
fire extinguisher in the house. 
We also go over our fire escape 
plan.”

W01 Shane Broughton, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 145th 

Avn. Regt.
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By Robert Dozier
Installation Management Command
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IMCOM takes on domestic violence



ARMYFLIER.COM  ❘  October 10, 2013  ★  A3

Columbus Day safety message

On Monday, America will cel-
ebrate Columbus Day: a holiday 
commemorating Christopher Co-
lumbus’ landing in North America 
521 years ago.  

He was an inspired leader and a 
visionary. His quest began a cen-
tury of exploration to discover our 
great Nation.  His spirit to seek ad-
venture and hunt for the good stuff 
continues today, in our Soldiers, 
Army civilians and Families who 
help the Installation Management 
Command enable a ready and re-
silient Army. 

As you plan your Columbus 
Day activities, make safety your 
vanguard.

With this first, long holiday 
weekend of the fall season, we will 
have the opportunity for travel and 
recreational activities with Fam-

ily and friends. The overall health, 
welfare and safety of the IMCOM 
Family is my first priority. What-
ever your plans may be, put safety 
first and commit to preventing on- 
and off-duty accidents this Colum-
bus Day holiday weekend.

As we near the end of the year, 
hours of daylight get shorter.  Plan 
trips to minimize travel in dark-
ness, and use tools provided at 
https://safety.army.mil/povmotor-
cyclesafety/ to plan a safe driving 
experience. If you are driving or 
riding on two or four wheels, get 
plenty of rest prior to travel, plan 
adequate rest stops during trips, 
make sure your vehicle is in good 
condition and ensure everyone 
wears their seat belt.

On long weekends, such as this, 
as Family and friends enjoy cook-
outs and go out to dinner, the con-
sumption of alcohol often increas-
es. Inevitably, abuse of alcohol is 
a contributing factor in automobile 

and motorcycle crashes. Please 
drink responsibly and do what’s 
right.

Now is also a good time to start 
thinking about winterizing your 
vehicles. Many accidents are due 
to the operators’ failure to adjust 
their driving to the dangerous con-
ditions during winter months or the 
occasional failure or malfunction-
ing of equipment. Be proactive in 
making sure you are ready for win-
ter’s woes.

Whether your plans include 
driving to watch the sunrise over 
the Alaskan mountains or hitting 
the beach in Florida, or camping 
with the Family in the Rockies, 
Command Sgt. Maj. Earl Rice and 
I hope you enjoy a safe and acci-
dent-free holiday.  

Look out for each other.  Live 
well, eat healthy, increase your fit-
ness, and rest and relax.  Together, 
we can save lives and stay ready 
and resilient, and Army strong!

By Lt. Gen. Michael Ferriter
Installation Management 
Command Commanding General

News Briefs
Recognizing excellence

The Fort Rucker Installation of Excellence Recognition Ceremony 
has been postponed. The new date of the event will be released when 
it is available.

Employee Assistance Program
Federal civilian employees feeling stressed or anxious or experienc-

ing financial strain or hardship because of the government shutdown 
can still access the Employee Assistance Program during furlough.  

EAP is a professional service that provides assessment, problem 
solving, coaching, information, consultation, counseling, resource 
identification, referral and support to federal civilian employees.  EAP 
works in partnership with managers to complement and enhance their 
strengths. The program helps improve productivity, morale, and em-
ployee motivation by providing timely support to both managers and 
employees. The EAP is designed to help with any concern or issue.  The 
resources of the EAP are available to employees and managers with 
both personal and work-related concerns.

The EAP is completely confidential in accordance with state and 
federal laws.  Fort Rucker’s EAP coordinator is Jesse Hunt.  He can 
be reached by calling 255-7678, or visiting his office at Lyster Health 
Clinic, Bldg. 301, Rm. T-125, during duty hours. 

Museum reopens
The U.S. Army Aviation Museum resumes normal operating hours 

Tuesday. The museum’s hours are Mondays-Fridays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It 
is closed on weekends and federal holidays.

NCOA Career Expo
The Non-Commissioned Officers Association of the United States of 

America will host a career expo Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at The 
Landing. The event is open to veterans, military people separating from 
service and spouses.

Companies interested in hiring veterans that would like to operate a 
booth, should call NCOA at (210) 837-5200.

AER system upgrade
From today at noon through Tuesday at 7:30 a.m., the Fort Rucker 

Army Emergency Relief Office will direct all AER assistance requests 
to the American Red Cross Military Call Center at 1 (877) 272-7337.  
During this period, AER will conduct a major upgrade of its systems 
to better serve Soldiers and their Families. Soldiers and Families not 
in need of immediate emergency assistance are asked to wait until the 
system upgrade is complete.  For questions, or to make an appointment, 
call Mimi Brooks, AER officer, at 255-2341.

Intramural sports survey
The Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation conducts 

its intramural sports survey regarding potential new intramural sport 
offerings at Fort Rucker. The survey is being conducted to gauge the 
interest of potential new sports to be offered in the intramural athletics 
program.  People’s input is crucial to the development of new programs 
for Soldiers, Families, civilians and retirees at Fort Rucker, according 
to DFMWR officials. To participate in the survey, visit http://www.sur-

veymonkey.com/s/FJ3TS9G.
For more information, call 255-2296. 

Got drugs?
Fort Rucker will take part in National Prescription Drug Take-Back 

Day Oct. 26 with a drop-off point open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
main exchange mall. There will also be off-post locations available the 
same day and time at the Daleville Grocery Outlet parking lot, the En-
terprise Police Station (hallway entrance) and the Dothan Police Station 
(walkway entrance).

This initiative aims to provide a safe, convenient and responsible 
means of disposing of prescription drugs, while also educating the gen-
eral public about the potential for abuse of medications.

For more information, visit www.dea.gov.

Warrant Officer Fall Jamboree
The U.S. Army Warrant Officers Association Above the Best Silver 

Chapter hosts its Warrant Officer Fall Jamboree Nov. 2 at 1 p.m. at the 
Lake Tholocco East Beach Psvilion. The event is open to all active, 
former and retired warrant officers and their Families. The event fea-
tures low-country boil, barbecue pork, hamburgers and hot dogs, and 
Family-oriented events, such as volleyball, horseshoes, flying discs and 
boat rides. The event is free to chapter members with tickets, while non-
member tickets cost $20 for adults and $10 for children older than 10.

For more information or tickets, call CW4 Jeff Turner at 255-0726, 
CW4 Mike Lavergne at 255-3286, or CW4 April Wallace at 255-2485 
by Oct. 30.

AER changes
NCOs in the rank of sergeant first class and above will no longer be 

required to submit an Army Emergency Relief application through their 
immediate commander or first sergeant. Applications from sergeants 
first class and above should be submitted directly to the Fort Rucker 
AER officer for assistance. Officers in the rank of chief warrant officer 
3 and above, and captains and above can also continue to submit their 
AER application directly to the Fort Rucker AER officer. This policy 
applies to AER Form 700 only. Soldiers of all ranks will continue to see 
their commanders or first sergeants for a Commander’s Referral Pro-
gram loan (AER Form 600).  

For more information or to schedule an appointment, call 255-2341.

Trick or treat
Fort Rucker’s trick or treat hours are 6-8 p.m. Oct. 31 in post housing 

areas. Parents, children and those driving through the housing areas at 
that time are reminded to keep safety in the forefront of their minds and 
to be vigilant while enjoying trick and treating on post.

Retirement ceremony
Fort Rucker hosts its quarterly retirement ceremony Oct. 25 at 2 p.m. 

at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. All are invited to attend and honor 
this quarter’s retirees.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Alcoholics Anonymous meets Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the Spiritual 

Life Center, Bldg. 8939, Rm. 38. AA is described by chapel officials as 
a fellowship of men and women who share their experience, strength 
and hope with each other so that they may solve their common prob-
lem and help others to recover from the use of alcohol. The program 
is focused on spirituality and religion, having an impact on changing 
a person’s life. 

For more information, contact the religious support office at 255-
2989.  

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. and also the first Saturday of the month from 8 a.m. to 
noon, unless it falls on a holiday weekend and then the shop will be 
open on the second Saturday.

The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted items. People can drop off 
donations at any time in the shed behind the shop (former Armed Forces 
Bank building) located in front of the theater next door to the bowling 
alley. Donations are tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

Retiree health fair
The 39th annual Fort Rucker Retiree Health Fair will take place Oct. 

25 from 8 a.m. to noon at the Andrews Physical Fitness Center, Bldg. 
4605. All retirees and their Family members are welcome to attend. 
Lyster Army Health Clinic, along with other outside agencies, will have 
tables set up to educate retirees on numerous health topics, including: 
disease management, digestive health, physical therapy and nutrition. 
Pending arrival of flu vaccines, retirees and their Family members can 
also receive their 2013-2014 flu and pneumococcal vaccinations. 

Volunteer drivers
Lyster is looking for volunteers to drive the golf cart, which runs 

from the parking lot to the front entrance of the clinic and temporary 
pharmacy. The clinic is in need of volunteers who can work on rotating 
shifts until 4 p.m. during the week -- even one hour of helping patients 
to and from the clinic is helpful. 

For more information or to sign up, call 255-7358. 

Honoring patients
Lyster wants to share what makes you a great American hero, ac-

cording to the clinic’s public affairs representative. Each month Lyster 
will honor a patient on the clinic TVs, Lyster’s Facebook page and in 
the post newspaper. Honorees’ name, a brief description of their military 
contributions and a photo will be included. Soldiers, retirees, spouses 
and children can all participate.

To sign up or nominate a friend or Family member, send an e-mail to 
katherine.i.rosario.civ@mail.mil. 

Pharmacy volunteers
The Lyster Army Health Clinic Pharmacy is looking for Red Cross 

volunteers to assist patients in the waiting area with ticket selection, and 
also questions about drop off and refill prescriptions.

For more information, call the patient advocate, at 255-7229 or send 
an email to jan.i.carolan.civ@mail.mil.

NAF employees face healthcare exchange decisions

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO – The 
benefits provider for nearly 20,000 non-ap-
propriated fund employees around the world 
has prepared information to assist with deci-
sion making related to the Affordable Care 
Act. 

The U.S. Army Installation Management 
Command NAF Employee Benefits Office 
wants civilian employees at garrisons 
around the world to pay close attention 
as the marketplace healthcare exchanges 
became available in their states that began 
Oct. 1. 

“This is a decision-making event that may 
affect some employees and their Families,” 
said Bob Ramsey, chief of NAF benefits. 
“We want our NAF employees to be aware 
of how the marketplace exchanges will be-
come available and, more importantly, what 
decisions have to be made to comply with 
the new law.”

The ACA, commonly known as Obama-
care, was signed into law in June 2010 by 
President Obama. Some provisions of this 
law have already taken place, such as the 
ability to allow children to stay on their 
parents’ health insurance coverage until age 
26.

“Oct. 1 is significant, as it is the first time 
that enrollments in Marketplace Healthcare 
Exchanges can start,” said Anne Bright, 

NAF employee benefits operations manager. 
“Who qualifies and who can sign up in the 
exchanges is the information we’re trying to 
get out to our employees and retirees.”

The marketplace was designed to help 
everyone find health insurance to meet their 
needs and fit within their budget. In addi-
tion, some may qualify for a new tax credit 
that will help lower their premium.

Current NAF employees who are enrolled 
in the DOD NAF Health Benefit Program 
need not do anything. This program meets 
the requirements of the ACA.

“In the DOD NAF HPB, the NAF employ-
er pays 70 percent of the premium and this is 
likely the employee’s best option under the 
rules of ACA,” said Gloria Mick, medical 

program manager. “Some NAF employees, 
such as flex employees, are not eligible for 
our DOD NAF HPB, so they will have to 
get coverage on another employer’s plan, 
on their parent’s plan if eligible or purchase 
healthcare from the Marketplace Healthcare 
Exchanges.”

A tax penalty may apply for those who fail 
to or choose not to have health insurance. In 
2014, the tax penalty starts at the higher of 
$95 or 1 percent of income, but increases 
each year to 2.5 percent in 2016. 

“The ACA offers premium tax credits to 
help pay for coverage,” said Mick. “These 
premium tax credits will depend on the per-
son’s income, but only become available 
when insurance is purchased through the 

exchanges.”
Citizens living abroad for at least 330 

days of the year are treated as if they have 
the minimum coverage.

“Our OCONUS employees who are not 
enrolled in the DOD NAF HBP are not re-
quired by exception; however, this may be 
their best option,” said Mick. “We want to 
encourage everyone to find the best insur-
ance option that protects their Family and 
saves them money.”

Some retirees younger than 65 years old 
who are enrolled in the DOD NAF HBP 
will have the option of dropping coverage 
and seeking a better or more affordable plan 
on the marketplace exchanges.

“It will depend upon the balance between 
the employer paid percentage and the insur-
ance premium tax credit,” said Mick. “This 
will be a difficult decision for our under 65 
retirees because it will depend on the indi-
vidual’s actual income stream. Once a re-
tiree drops their NAF coverage, they are not 
allowed to re-enroll.”

If an employee drops their NAF HBP and 
applies for coverage through the exchanges, 
they will be asked specific information about 
the employer plan. This information can be 
found on the NAFBenefits.com or the links 
provided below.

More detailed information and links to of-
ficial information websites can be found at 
http://www.armymwr.org/hr/marketplace-
exchanges.aspx.

IMCOM graphic

By Robert Dozier
Installation Management Command

Lt. Gen. Mike Ferriter
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missions in Kuwait, resulting in 
a theater operational readiness 
rate above 90 percent for the 
duration of the deployment. 

The 597th Ordnance Mainte-
nance Company is Fort Rucker’s 
most deployed unit. They are the 
only team in the Army that can 
perform their specific duty, said 
Morris. 

 “These guys have a very 
unique mission, and that mis-
sion is to deploy and to do a 
lot of the repairs for air traffic 
service equipment that is in the-
ater,” he said. “This mission is 
important because this unit and 
these teams are very specific. 
There is no one else in the Army 
that does what they do, and that 
is why they are in such high de-
mand and their operation tempo 
is so high.” 

The unit was based out of Ku-
wait and accomplished many 
tasks while deployed.

“They trained and certified 
seven personnel from three dif-
ferent units on the ATNAVIC (Air 
Traffic Navigation, Integration 

and Coordination System) radar, 
DERS (Digital En-Route Supple-
ment) and URC-200 – all while 
completing (more than) 250 work 
orders,” said Morris. “They man-
aged contractor support parts and 

personnel . . . planned logistics, 
coordinated movements for con-
tractors on the battlefield and also 
provided backup military support 
when needed.”

Several of the Soldiers were 

promoted and one Soldier was se-
lected to Warrant Officer Career 
College. Four Soldiers received 
the Army Combat Achievement 
Medal for outstanding mainte-
nance support. 

Sgt. Matthew Blansett, who 
reenlisted and was promoted 
while on this first deployment, 
said that it was a great learning 
experience and that it made him 
appreciate his Family more. 

“Leaving my Family was so 
hard, but the first deployment 
is sometimes the most stressful 
because you don’t know what 
to expect, or how you and your 
Family is going to be able to 
handle it,” he said. “This brought 
me closer to them, because you 
don’t realize what you have until 
it’s taken away from you.

“I learned so much about train-
ing Soldiers and really what our 
job entails,” he added. 

Burke said that this deploy-
ment was different for her Fami-
ly because she had to take care of 
her 1 ½ year-old daughter, while 
last time she was pregnant. 

“It’s so hard for him not to be 
there for her for important stuff 

such as her first birthday and her 
learning how to talk, and now 
she even knows how to count,” 
she said. 

She added that there are al-
ways a lot of challenges when 
loved ones deploy, but that it 
comes down to learning how to 
communicate with each other 
over long distance.

“You have to learn how to do 
everything on your own such as 
paying attention to all the mail, 
taking care of his business and 
his bills,” she said. “There were 
times where he would be out in 
the field on missions for a month 
or more and we couldn’t talk, but 
other times we talked every day 
or every other day.  So you have 
to make the most of the time you 
are given.”

Burke said that though the 
deployment was hard on her, it 
brought them closer together as 
a Family. 

“I think that this deployment 
brought us closer together, be-
cause we now have a daughter 
and we talked to each other a lot 
more than when he was gone be-
fore,” she said. 
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Photo by Sara E. Martin

Kimberly Blansett, Army spouse, with daughter Riley, welcomes home her hus-
band, Sgt. Matthew Blansett, from an eight-month deployment Monday at the 
Spiritual Life Center.
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could reduce the number of civilian person-
nel furloughed due to the shutdown.”

The Defense Department, he said, con-
sulted closely with the Department of Jus-
tice, which expressed its view that the law 
does not permit a blanket recall of all civil-
ians.

“However, DOD and DOJ attorneys con-
cluded that the law does allow the Depart-
ment of Defense to eliminate furloughs for 
employees whose responsibilities contrib-
ute to the morale, well-being, capabilities 
and readiness of service members,” Hagel 
said. “Consequently, I am now directing the 
military departments and other DOD com-
ponents to move expeditiously to identify 
all employees whose activities fall under 
these categories.” 

Hagel noted he expects the military de-
partments to be able to “significantly reduce 
– but not eliminate – civilian furloughs un-
der this process.” 

The defense secretary said the depart-

ment has tried to “exempt as many DOD 
civilian personnel as possible” from fur-
loughs, and will continue to try to bring all 
civilian employees back to work as soon as 
possible.

“Ultimately, the surest way to end these 
damaging and irresponsible furloughs, and 
to enable us to fulfill our mission as a de-
partment, is for Congress to pass a budget 
and restore funds for the entire federal gov-
ernment,” Hagel said.

“This has been a very disruptive year for 
our people – including active duty, National 
Guard and Reserve personnel, and DOD 
civilians and contractors,” he said. “Many 
important activities remain curtailed while 
the shutdown goes on.”

Civilians under furlough, Hagel said, 
face the uncertainty of not knowing when 
they will receive their next paycheck.

“I strongly support efforts in Congress 
to enact legislation to retroactively com-
pensate all furloughed employees,” he said. 
“And I will continue to urge Congress to 
fulfill its basic responsibilities to pass a 

budget and restore full funding for the De-
partment of Defense and the rest of the gov-
ernment.” 

DOD’s top leadership, including the ser-
vice secretaries and service chiefs, updated 
Hagel Monday on the impact of the ongo-
ing government shutdown, Pentagon offi-
cials reported.

All of the leaders noted that despite the 
recall of most civilians and the resumption 
of many activities, critical programs and 
benefits remain halted, officials said. 

For example, they noted, the department 
does not have the authority to pay death 
gratuities for the survivors of service mem-
bers killed in action – typically, a cash pay-
ment of $100,000 paid within three days of 
the service member’s death.

In addition, officials said, emergency 
funding that supports commanders on the 

ground and intelligence activities remains 
unavailable, and service leaders reported 
that they are further curtailing training for 
later deploying units – an activity that al-
ready had been reduced due to sequestra-
tion spending cuts.

Hagel assured the service leaders that he 
would work closely with them to address 
these challenges, and support the service 
members and Families affected by these 
disruptions. 

He also expressed his continued concern 
for the morale and welfare of DOD’s civil-
ian employees, who have endured unprec-
edented uncertainty this year and suffered 
losses in pay, they added.

The secretary will continue to receive 
regular updates and review authorities to 
expend funds during this lapse in appro-
priations, the statement said.

Home: Families strengthen during deployment
Continued from Page A1

Shutdown: DOD exempts as many employees as possible
Continued from Page A1



this run as an opportunity to spread the 
word about Operation Santa throughout 
the different units on the installation and 
kick off the collection period.

“There are programs and initiatives, 
like Operation Santa, that organizations 
provide for the betterment of the commu-
nity that many people are not aware of,” 
he said. “I saw the NCO run as an oppor-
tunity to get the word out about this fan-
tastic program to a large audience and give 
them the opportunity to contribute to the 
effort.”

The run began at 5:30 a.m., and al-
though it wasn’t mandatory for Soldiers 
to bring a gift to donate, nearly every Sol-

dier showed up with a gift in hand to be 
donated to those in need. Soldiers of the 
Fort Rucker SAMC were also on hand to 
gather the toys and set up the workshop 
that the toys will be stored in throughout 
the operation, and contribute anything 
they can to help the cause.

“I just want to be able to assist Fami-
lies that are in need,” said 1st Sgt. Crystal 
Figgs, E Company, 1st Battalion, 212th 
Aviation Regiment and SAMC member. 
“There are so many people around this 
time of year who need help and assistance, 
and it’s just so nice to be able to give back 
to the community.”

Although Operation Santa is a program 
to benefit Families around the holiday sea-
son, it’s been in the works for months, ac-

cording to Lindner.
Santa’s Workshop was converted from 

an old World War II building that was slat-
ed for demolition, but the SAMC saw it as 
an opportunity to make a change.

“When we got (to the building), it was 
overgrown and just overall in a bad state,” 
said Lindner. “We’ve spent the last couple 
of months cleaning it up and doing all the 
yard work … and we’ve been decorating 
it to get it ready in time for the run and to 
kick off (the collection period).”

People can donate to Operation Santa 
through the beginning of December at dif-
ferent locations, such as the post exchange, 
Bldg. 5700, the NCO Academy and Lyster 
Army Health Clinic.

The donated toys must be new, un-

wrapped toys valued from $15-25 for ages 
2-17, but no stuffed animals.

Units and organizations that wish to 
collect gifts internally can arrange spe-
cial drop off times by contacting Lindner 
at Jeremy.r.lindner.mil@mail.mil, or Sgt. 
Meghann Kobe at meghann.a.kobe.mil@
mail.mil.

“Fort Rucker is a phenomenal place to 
live and work … and there are competent 
and committed Soldiers and civilians on 
this post that make this the fantastic place 
it is,” said Thomson. “There is a wonderful 
sense of community, both on Fort Rucker 
and throughout the surrounding Wiregrass 
region, and Operation Santa is just another 
program that fosters that spirit with our 
community.”

WASHINGTON – Funding of 
temporary duty has been can-
celled during the government 
shutdown for Soldiers and Army 
civilians scheduled for profes-
sional military education or lead-
er-development courses.

Any temporary duty travel to 
schools and educational facili-
ties that began prior to the partial 
government shutdown, Oct. 1, 
should be terminated and per-
sonnel should return to their per-
manent duty stations, according 

to All Army Activities message 
251/2013, dated Oct. 2.

The TDY cancellations are a 
result of “the absence of avail-
able appropriations,” according 
to the ALARACT. The absence 
of funds is due to lack of con-
gressional approval of a fiscal 
year 2014 budget or continuing 
resolution.

Army personnel already on 
permanent change of station 
orders at a university or senior-
service college will be allowed to 
remain in place, according to the 
ALARACT. 

Initial military training such 

as basic combat training and ad-
vanced individual training is in 
the “excepted” category and will 
not be affected, according to the 
message. Training for the reclas-
sification of military occupation-
al specialties is also excepted. 

TDY training conferences are 
suspended, however, if not ex-
empted by the secretary of the 
Army. Commanders may autho-
rize exceptions for no-cost, local 
conferences that “are clearly in 
the best interests of the govern-
ment,” according to the guid-
ance.

TDY for training and educa-

tion that is in direct support of 
operations or actions involving 
national security or safety may 
be authorized by the secretary of 
Defense, secretary of the Army 
or a combatant commander.

Requests for exceptions for 
TDY travel for training and ed-
ucation that is mission-critical 
should be submitted to the dep-
uty chief of staff, G-3/5/7, ac-
cording to ALARACT 253/2013, 
dated Oct. 3. Points of contact are 
available via phone at (703) 697-
5030, or via email at usarmy.pen-
tagon.hqda.mbx.aoc-team-chief-
armyg3@mail.mil.

Information in the ALARACTS 
remains in effect until appropria-
tions are available, officials said. 
Once funding is restored, they 
said personnel should check with 
their commands about schedul-
ing training.

ALARACT 253/2013 con-
cludes: “Commanders and su-
pervisors are reminded of the 
tremendous hardship their em-
ployees and their Families may 
be experiencing as a result of the 
government shutdown and fur-
lough. Commanders and supervi-
sors at all levels should attempt 
to reach out to their civilian em-

“When you get into Boy Scouts, it’s 
all led by the kids,” he continued. “The 
adults are there to advise and keep 
them pointed in the right direction, but 
the boys are the ones that call the shots. 
There aren’t too many organizations 
that you get that kind of opportunity.”

Scott said this project is one of big-
gest projects he and his Family have 
been a part of when it comes to Eagle 
projects, and he’s happy to see the 
progress of the land change through-
out the years and be turned into some-

thing that the community can use once 
again.

“I graduated flight school 20 years 
ago (here at Fort Rucker) and I remem-
ber when this was a 3-par golf course,” 
he said. “When you have something 
like this that’s gone unused for so many 
years, its great to be able to reclaim it.

“I think the biggest thing for this to 
be successful is that people need to 
know that it’s here and they need to use 
it,” he continued. “It’s not going to be 
perfect at first … but ideally, you want 
something that will make an impact 
and help others.”
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Scout: Big project benefits community in big way
Continued from Page A1

Travel funds for education courses suspended
By Army Medicine
Public Affairs

Courtesy Photo

Nathan Pool, Boy Scout from 
Enterprise Troop 77, surveys the 
land and plots out the walking 
trails for his Eagle Scout service 
project on Fort Rucker behind 
The Landing. Pool has already be-
gun steps in turning the land into 
a nature trail for walking, hiking, 
biking and other activities.

Run: Soldiers seem to inspire holiday gift donations
Continued from Page A1



A6  ★  October 10, 2013  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

‘TASTE OF PEANUT’
COMING TO FALL FEST
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a fan on
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334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil CircleEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

106 STONEHEDGE ~ $213,000: This 4BR/2.5BA home has a screened porch with vinyl
covered windows – the perfect getaway or a good place to entertain. The spacious master
bedroom has a huge walk-in closet. Easy-to-care-for ceramic tile and wood flooring is in the
living room, kitchen area and master bedroom and neutral carpet is in other rooms. The back
yard is extra-large. MARY JONES 790-2933

4 BEDROOMS

116 SCOTT ~ $99,000: This is a property you must see. Whether you are a first-time
homebuyer or sizing down, there is nothing that needs to be done – other than to move right in.
This home has an architectural shingle roof, double-pane windows that tilt in for cleaning, new
paint, new floor covering, new light fixtures, new kitchen appliances to include refrigerator and
a half bath off the kitchen/laundry room. Outside, there is a crawl space for storing lawn mowers
and a workshop with power, all on a huge lot that goes into the trees. EVELYN HITCH 406-3436

NEW LISTING

204 JANICE ~ $254,950: Like new home!!! Built in 2010, this home has an open floor plan,
beautiful kitchen with custom cabinets, granite countertops, and tile backsplash. Granite in all
bathrooms and hardwood floors throughout. One of the extra bedrooms has a private bathroom,
which would be great for a teen or in-laws. BOB KUYKENDALL 389-8534

LIKE NEW

128 JASMINE ~ $124,500: This
Woodland Park Subdivision new

construction home is minutes from
Rucker Boulevard, a great location as
many home buyers are discovering

the conveniences and beauty of living
within the neighborhood. Home has
all appliances, washer and dryer,

carpet, tile, 2” faux wood blinds, low-e
windows, sprinkler system, rear fence

and one-car garage. Owner is a licensed
residential home builder/real estate agent

in the state of Alabama.
BILLY COTTER CONSTRUCTION

347-2600

NEW CONSTRUCTION

119 JASMINE ~ $124,500: This
Woodland Park Subdivision new

construction home is minutes from
Rucker Boulevard, a great location as
many home buyers are discovering

the conveniences and beauty of living
within the neighborhood. Home has
all appliances, washer and dryer,

carpet, tile, 2” faux wood blinds, low-e
windows, sprinkler system, rear fence

and one-car garage. Owner is a licensed
residential home builder/real estate agent

in the state of Alabama.
BILLY COTTER CONSTRUCTION

347-2600

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$125,000

102 IROQUOIS: 3 BR/2BA, contemporary, spacious
home on large lot. Exterior vinyl siding. New countertops.
Don't miss out on this nice house. FRAN & DON
KALTENBAUGH 790-5973

221 SOUTH OAK RIDGE ~ $399,900: This spectacular lakefront contemporary home has a
private fishing dock, in-ground pool, covered poolside area opening into bonus rec room, a
circular drive and large garage, workshop, storage with room for your extra riding toys. The
lovely foyer opens into a magnificent living area with fireplace and floor to ceiling windows.
There is a separate dining room, kitchen with room for everyone features a breakfast area,
cabinets and counter space galore. The delightful master bedroom suite has a sitting area,
fireplace and adjoining bath. JUDY DUNN 301-5656

LAKE FRONT & POOL

113 BROOKE ~ $267,750: New construction in Sommer Brooke is on the way to Fort Rucker
through the back gate. 4 BR/3BA, granite counter tops, walk-in closet, laundry room, two-car
garage, gas water heater. CENTURY 21 347-0048

READY NOW!

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil CircleEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at

REGENCY MANAGEMENT, INC.

347-0049

Asbury OAks • DAleville
• 1 & 2 bedroom units

FOR
RENT!

$350 - $425

ASK ABOUT
OUR RENT
SPECIALS!

SATURDAY, OCT 12
12PM-2PM

The Cottages at Woodland Park: Tucked in the woods off Boll Weevil Circle. While
providing privacy, they offer the convenience to schools, shopping, golf, restaurants &
minutes from Ft Rucker. 1 & 2 story floor plans available. Security system, stainless

appliances, natural gas heat/cooking/water heater, low E windows, irrigation system, 2”
faux wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom & tray ceiling in grandroom.

Owner is licensed residential home builder & REALTOR® in the state of Alabama.

• O�� S�ory • 3BR/2BA • Poplar Pla�� Pla�
• MLS# 20130907

undeR cOnStRuctiOn
$149,500

229 jASMine ciRcLe
• O�� S�ory • 3BR/2BA • Har�woo� Floors

• Mapl� L�af Pla� • MLS# 20130541

undeR cOnStRuctiOn
$152,500

248 jASMine ciRcLe
• O�� S�ory • 3BR/2BA • W����rb�rry Pla�

• MLS# 20131148

undeR cOnStRuctiOn
$149,500

225 jASMine ciRcLe

L�ga�y Farms
d�r����o�s: Take Rucker Boulevard toward

Fort Rucker Gate, turn left into Legacy Farms
Subdivision, then left on Tumbleweed Drive.

HOSTED BY:
MAGGIE HAAS

389-0011

Enter through foyer with tile details that lead to the formal dining room and
open space living room with lots of details on ceiling, from the living room
you will see the breakfast nook and great kitchen with tiled backsplash.
Bedrooms have big closets with sliding doors and 2 of them connect to a
bathroom with double vanity sink. The hall of the living room leads to the
half bath, master suite with Jacuzzi tub, separate shower and huge walk in.
Huge back yard with wood deck.

118 TUMBLEWEED ~ $249,000saturday, oct 12 • 1PM-3PM

HOSTED BY
NICOLE ANNICELLI

464-0782

This home has hand scraped hardwood floors throughout and tile in kitchen
and bath. Big in-ground oasis salt water pool with cool decking. Big back
porch with tiles for great entertaining and big yard with plenty of space for
RV and separate plug in. Breakfast nook and formal dining room with extra
molding. Master bath with Jacuzzi tub and his and hers closets. Green
house to grow your own vegetables. Tiled back splash in kitchen. Gutters
on outside. Owner is a licensed Realtor in the State of Alabama.

115 TUMBLEWEED ~ $257,000

d�r����o�s: Take Boll Weevil Circle west. After you pass Enterprise
High School on the left, the next left is Jasmine Circle.



B
OCtober 10, 2013

Armywide

NANGARHAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan 
– When the Vietnam War was well under way, 
and U.S. combat involvement was still in early 
stages, helicopter pilots ferried the wounded 
from the battlefield. In 1963, the U.S. Army 
57th Medical Detachment (Helicopter Ambu-
lance) commander started using the radio call 
sign Dustoff for his medical evacuation chop-
per.

The name arose, in part, because of the 
clouds of dust that would billow up when the 
helicopters took off or landed.

All medevac choppers assumed the “Dust-
off” call sign; it lasted throughout the war and 
is still in use today.

The medevac platoon at Forward Operating 
Base Fenty, Nangarhar Province, is comprised 
of Soldiers from the Michigan and New Hamp-
shire National Guard, and continues the Dust-
off tradition of providing timely aid to injured 
service members on or off the battlefield.

Meeting the demands of the medevac pro-
fession requires constant training. Because of 
this, U.S. Soldiers from the medevac platoon 
Dustoff, C Company, 3rd Battalion, 238th 
Aviation Regiment, Task Force Dragon, con-
ducted hoist exercises on a mountaintop near 
FOB Fenty Sept. 16.

A hoist allows medevac crews to raise and 
lower personnel and supplies by cable into ar-
eas too dangerous for the UH-60 Black Hawk 
helicopters to land. Given the steep mountains 
covering much of Afghanistan, mastering the 
use of hoist equipment is a necessity.

“We pick up anyone who’s injured or 
wounded from the battlefield,” said Capt. 
James Balloch, of Glastonbury, Conn., who is 
the forward support medevac platoon leader. 
“It’s all about bringing them to a higher level 
of care.”

At one time, casualties traveled from the 

battlefield to aid stations by either ground or 
air – now medevac choppers bear the brunt of 
the work.

“Instead of having to wait around for an am-
bulance to bounce along the road – they’re not 
that fast [and] not an optimal solution when 
time is really critical – we do most of our pa-
tient transport now by helicopter,” said Staff 
Sgt. Jonathan Boeddiker, of Claremont, N.H., 
a Dustoff flight medic. “We’ve seen great im-
provements in patient outcomes because of 
it.”

These improved patient outcomes spring 
from the reaction speed of the Dustoff crews 
as well as the quality of care patients receive 
in flight.

Medevac crews have a 15-minute reaction 
time window, said Staff Sgt. Steven Schenk, 

of Livonia, Mich., the Dustoff flight medic 
NCO in charge. In other words, as soon as the 
MedEvac request comes in to Dustoff’s com-
mand group, the crew on call has 15 minutes 
to be ready to liftoff.

“It’s the whole firefighter mentality,” Boed-
diker said.

From Fenty, the medevac teams can be at 
the casualty pick-up site within minutes, land-
ing or descending on hoists to take over pa-
tient care. Once the patient or patients are se-
cured, Dustoff medics or flight surgeons work 
to stabilize them, or keep them stable, while en 
route to a medical treatment facility.

Tending to patients in the back of a Black 
Hawk presents many challenges.

Sappers practice air assault ops

REDSTONE ARSENAL 
– Army tactics and train-
ing are constantly chang-
ing to meet the threat on 
the battlefield, and one such 
example is the attack heli-
copter.

Originally, the AH-1 Co-
bras were designed to arrive 
on station quickly, elimi-
nate the threat and move 
on to the next target. But 
in today’s battlefield, attack 
helicopters like the AH-64 
Apache provide air support 
to ground convoys, and of-
ten hover over convoys to 
eliminate any threats.

These combat operations 
result in increased exposure 
to enemy ground fire and 
increased need for ballistic 
protection systems, and the 
Army Aviation and Missile 
Research, Development 
and Engineering Center’s 
Prototype Integration Fa-
cility has developed that 
expertise.

Ballistic Protection Sys-
tems typically consist of 
materials and techniques 
used to shelter personnel 
and materiel against projec-
tiles. Jeff Carr, PIF program 
management supervisor, 
said thick, heavy, dense ma-
terial has historically been 
used for armor, so a major 
challenge for Aviation is to 
provide ballistic protection 
in the lightest, most com-
pact means possible.

The PIF has a history of 
installing traditional armor 
on ground vehicles, includ-
ing the High Mobility Ar-
tillery Rocket System. Al-
though steel armor is a very 
effective BPS, it is extreme-
ly heavy. The cab armor on 
the HIMARS weighs about 
2,500 pounds.

Carr said changes in 
how the Army fights have 
challenged the Army to ef-
fectively employ lighter-
weight armor systems in 
aircraft while maintaining 
or increasing the ability to 
withstand advanced ground 
fire. Advances in light-
weight composites have 
allowed the Army to begin 
the integration of new light-
er weight BPSs.

The PIF designed and in-
tegrated a BPS for a tactical 
variant of the Bell 407 air-
craft. The Iraqi Armed 407 
was an aircraft produced by 

Army 
develops 
lightweight 
ballistic 
protection 
for aircraft

Sling load
Soldiers from B Co., 3rd General Support Aviation Battalion, 2nd Aviation Regiment, 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade, move to a safe position as a CH-47 Chinook airlifts 
a Humvee during sling load operations Sept. 26 at Camp Humphreys, Korea.

Photo by Staff Sgt. David Chapman

JOINT BASE LEWIS-McCHORD, 
Wash. – The sound of a helicopter cuts 
through the clouds and rain as Soldiers 
lie in wait for the choppers arrival. This 
is the ride that a group of combat en-
gineers had been waiting for, the one 
that will deliver them to their objective 
where the real work begins.

Soldiers of the 571st Sapper Compa-
ny had the opportunity to conduct an air 
insertion and extraction as part of their 
pre-deployment training on Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord Sept. 23. 

With air support provided by the 16th 
Combat Aviation Brigade, the combat 
engineers air assaulted into the Leschi 
Town training area on Joint Base Lew-
is-McChord, for part of their combat 
engineer training.

“We are conducting this training to 
ready ourselves for any mission we 
get handed in Afghanistan,” said Capt. 
James Perkins, 571st Sapper Company 

commander. “We want to be versatile 
and not just train for route clearance. 
It is better for us to be trained in other 
combat skills rather than concentrate on 
one specifically.”

For one newly arriving senior NCO, 
conducting an air assault mission was a 
new experience. 

“In my career I have never done any 
air assault training like this as part of 
engineer training,” said Sgt. 1st Class 
Kevin Hastings. “This will definitely 
give our newer Soldiers confidence and 
teach them to work productively within 
their teams and squads.”

The helicopter ride would be the only 
time the Sappers could relax during the 
training event. Following the 20-minute 
transport, the 571st would spend three 
days of non-stop moving and patrol-
ling.

“The training will be very demand-
ing, both physically and mentally,” said 
Hastings, a Chicago native. “This will 

Dustoff lifts patient care higher 

Sgt. Brandon Coburn, a medic assigned to the medevac platoon Dustoff, C Company, 3rd Battalion, 238th Aviation 
Regiment, Task Force Dragon, is hoisted back into a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter during a training exercise near 
Forward Operating Base Fenty, Nangarhar Province, Afghanistan, Sept. 16. 

Photo by Sgt. Margaret Taylor

Cpl. Adrian Vaca, combat engineer, 571st Sapper Company, shouts over the sound of a UH-60 Black Hawk 
helicopter as his squad loads onboard during training at the Leschi Town training area on Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Wash., Sept. 23. The Soldiers were inserted and extracted near the mock city where they cleared 
houses and confronted simulated enemy forces.

Photo by Staff Sgt. David Chapman

See air, Page B4

By Staff Sgt. David Chapman
5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

By Sgt. Margaret Taylor
129th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

By Heather R. Smith
Army Aviation and Missile 
Research, Development 
and Engineering Center

See ballistic, Page B4See care, Page B4
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HEALTHCARE

EMPLOYMENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

YARD & ESTATE SALES

FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

FRANCHISES

MERCHANDISE
GUNS

HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE

HORSES & CATTLE

SEEDS & PLANTS

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
EDUCATIONAL & TRAINING

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

HOMES WITH ACREAGE

RECREATION
ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

BOAT SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SCOOTERS & MOPEDS

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

Need a New Home?
Check out the Classifieds

BUY IT!
SELL IT! FIND IT!

Classifieds
have

what you are
looking for.

r DOWN SIZING DUE TO AGE & HEALTH!
Antiques & collectibles Marked "BC"

FURNITURE 30 % OFF
MISCELLANEOUS 40% OFF "Except Firms"
GREAT IDEAS FOR CHRISTMAS!!

û Backyard Treasure 2331 Ross Clark Cr.

Be your own boss and partner with the
world’s largest commercial
cleaning franchise. $20K!

equipment, supplies, training and $5,000.
in monthly customer included.
1-888-273-5264
www.janiking.com

Janitorial Business for sale
Equipment, training and 60K
annual gross $19,500
r 504-915-1474 q

Perfect Opportunity To Own
Your Own Business!

DOTHAN ICE CREAM SHOPPE
For Info Call (334) 618-7030

GUNS AR 15 pack. $2200. Saiga AK-47 $800.
Glock md#22 40 cal. $600. Marlin 17 HMR
$350. Savage 17HMR $400. 919-285-8812

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Wheat Oat seed mix - 84% wheat, 16% oats.
Both 90+ % germination. Call (334) 685-1413
leave message, $12.00 a bag.

AKC GORGEOUS IRISH SETTER PUPPIES:
9 wks old, 5/F & 2/M, Excellent Hunting Dog!

$500. Ozark. Call 661-917-7542

AKC Reg. Boxer Puppies
wormed & shots

fawn W/ black mask & fealed brindle.
6-Male / 1-F emale $600. ea. 334-494-4620

r Also pictures upon request

CKC Shih-tzu Puppies: 4 sweet baby girls. First
shots, wormed & vet checked. Come and pick
out your puff ball today! $400. Call or text Ann
334-587-2632. Email dasheeses@yahoo.com

Lost Dogs- Irish Setter
"Connor" long red hair and a
Hound "Walker" black and
white. Last seen in Wicksburg.
We have advertised extensive-
ly and sincerely need closure

on the status of our lost dogs. Maybe someone
took them in thinking they were strays but we
sure want them back home. We haven’t given
up hope and we’re offering a reward. Please
call (334) 797-7879 or (334) 692-3060.

APLIN FARMS
± Tomatoes

± Peas ± Squash
± Eggplants
± Peppers

± Sunflowers ± Pumpkins
± Cucumbers

Open Mon-Sat ( 7am-6pm )
r 334-792-6362. q

Fresh Green
Peanuts
û We also have
shelled peanuts
850-352-2199

850-209-3322 or 850-573-6594
r 4128 Hwy 231

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

HOME GROWN, FRESH
Shelled Peas, Tomatoes & local honey

Home Grown
Other Fresh Vegetables!!
All Farm Fresh!

220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

û Young Sim-Angus Bulls û
Top Blood Lines. Priced to Sell.
Call 334-898-1626 or 334-360-5035

TREES TREES
TREES

12 ft.tall 30 gal.
containers
$49.95 ea. 10 or
more $39.95

Live Oaks, Crape Myrtle,
Cherry Laurel & Magnolias

By appointment
r 334-692-3695

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract to small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

r Now Hiring in Enterprise q
Seeking dependable help for evening and
weekends. Must be at least 19 years old with
proof of high school diploma or GED.

Multiple positions available.

Apply in person 7 N. Pointe Blvd.
"Next to Holiday Inn"

Look ahead to your
future! Start training
for a new career in
Medical Assisting,
Medical Office Admin.,
Pharmacy Technology,

Electrical Trades & HVAC!
Call Fortis College 855-445-3276

For consumer info: visit www.fortis.edu

Coffee County, AL - 80 acres - $150,000.
5 miles Northwest of Elba. Good timber

investment/hunting property with planted pine
and hardwood/creek. View other properties in
Coffee, Henry, Barbour, Pike & Monroe @
afmlandsales.com or call Chuck Mathis at
850-258-1605 Lic. Real Estate Broker

Must see: 3 BR 2 bath . Living room & den. Large
laundry room. Built in shelving in den & dining
room. Large master suite. Approximately 1700
sq ft. Large fenced yard with a storage shed.
Zoned for Hillcrest Elementary & Dolphin Jr.
High. Close to new Enterprise High School.
$99,000. 334-400-4463 for more information

EOE M/F/D/VLoving Excellence In Senior Care

Rewarding career opportunities are
available for dedicated, compassionate
nursing professionals in Elba, AL.

LPN’s
Full-time, Part-time & Per Diem, All Shifts

We offer competitive salaries based upon
experience, excellent benefits, and the opportunity
to excel with a dynamic, growing company.

Interested candidates, please apply online:

http://elbanursing.iapplicants.com

Elba♥ Nursing and Rehabilitation
987 Drayton Street, Elba,AL 36323

Beautiful Graceville FL home and farm
4 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths custom built home on
239 acres. Can divide. 175 acres plowable for
corn, soybeans, cotton. Large free standing
building. 3 wells. Joe Farris, Land and Stand
Properties. 850-387-5517

HUNTER’s SPECIAL
2012 BAD BOY BUGGY Michael Waddell Bone

collector series. #403 of 500
for sale, exc. cond $11,500. FIRM
334-687-8937 Leave Message

BOAT MOTOR 2003 Mercury Outboard 15hp,
electric start & stick steering, exc. cond.
$1700. OBO 334-677-1147.

2009 Triton 17’ Tourna-
ment Sports . 50hp Mercu-
ry, 3 batteries & 3 battery
charger installed, GPS fish
finder in cockpit, fish find-

er up front w/recessed trolling motor control
pedal w/71 lb thrust. 24V trolling motor. Excel-
lent cond, housed inside. $9,000. 334-673-0135

21’ Runabout, Cuddy Cabin , 5.0 liter V8, 2005.
Very low hours and clean, new custom cover.
Full factory enclosure. $15,995. 334-714-5433

Bass Tracker 1982 16 ft. 40 hp Mercury motor,
2 elec. anchors, 2 fish locators, new trollin
motor, just been tuned up, new water pump
w/ many extras. $2500. 334-618-1983.

Stratos Bass Boat, 201 Pro XL w/Trailer, 2003
Evinrude 225 h.p. (low hours), Trolling motor,
GPS, 2 Depth finders, extra. SS Prop., Built in
Battery Charger. Lots of Extras, Excellent con-
dition, garage kept. Must see! $7,995 229-334-
0224

Wellcraft 18.7ft fiberglass tri hull boat , 115 HP
Mercury, good cond., Tandem 4 wheel trailer,
will trade for small travel trailer. 850-209-1064

Forest River 2012, 28ft. Salem Cruise Lite, one
slide-out, queen bed plus two bunk beds, like
new, parked in Eufaula at Waterfront Fishing
Campground, selling below wholesale, $12,000
765-661-3795

Buick 2002 Regal LS, load-
ed, 2nd owner, looks and
runs great, everything
works, 135,000 miles.
$3995. 334-596-9564.

Chevrolet 2008 Corvette:
Black, 6 speed, new brakes
and tires, 46,000 miles. In
excellent condition.
$27,900. Call 334-714-0770

Chevrolet 2008 Impala - red, 4-door, 58,400
miles, one owner, exc. cond. $7,995.
Call 334-712-0251.
Chevy 1955 Belair 2-door, 350 engine, auto-
trans, runs great, daily driver $12,500. Firm
334-695-6368.

Ford 1999 Explorer: Eddie
Bauer Edition. All leather,
sun roof and everything
works great!!! Good AC &
heat, 6 disc CD changer.

Only 110,000 miles. KBB value is $4,435. Asking
only $3,100 obo. Looking to sell fast so all rea-
sonable offers will be considered. 850-693-1581.
Ford 2002 Explorer: 8 passenger, green with tan
leather interior, bluetooth stereo, recent tune
up and oil change, 212k miles $3,800 OBO
Call for questions or to make offer 334-585-
5288 or 334-618-0857
Ford Mustang Fast Pack V-6, 5-speed, Exc.
cond. metalic green in color, 229-861-2949.
GMC 2012 Sierra Z71: Quicksilver metallic
color, ebony leather interior, SLT trim, 5.3
Vortec, Bose, heated/cooled seats, off road
package, rear vision camera. Excellent
condition. $35,200. Call 334-714-0770

GOT BAD CREDIT?
r $0 Down/1st Payment,
Tax, Tag & Title Pass
Repo pass bankruptcy
SLOW CREDIT OK

Ask About $1000. off at time of purchase.
r Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550

Jeep 2004 Wrangler: yellow, soft top, 135k
miles, over $3000 in upgrades, 5 speed manual,
great shape $10,900. Call 334-618-4430
Jeep 2005 Liberty XL: Excellent Condition, 138k
miles, gold with tan leather interior, sunroof,
completely loaded. $6,000. 334-237-1039

Mercury 2001 Grand Mar-
quis LS, loaded, leather,
cold air, 89,000 miles,
like new. $5995. Call 334-
790-7959.

2003 Anniversary Edition 1200 Sportster
6,700 miles, like new 1-owner, garage kept,
matching helmet, exc. cond. $8000.
334-726-1671.

2007 Poloris Victory Jackpot, 40K miles, 1634cc,
100 cu. in., 106 stroker kit, many extras, custom
pegs, mirrors & windshield. 2 seater & 1 solo
seat, lost job need to sell $8500. 334-432-3249.

Harley Davidson 2004 Soft Tail Standard, black
9,300 miles, 1 owner, garage kept, mint condi-
tion, $6000. in chrome accessories bought.
$10,000. 334-726-1671.

Honda ’07 Ruckus 670 miles. $1450.
334-798-0931

Lexus 2010 RX350: Loaded car in excellent
condition. White with tan leather interior.
Just completed 50,000 mile service. $29,900.
Cell 334-701-2642.

Chevrolet 2005 Silverado
LS: 4-dr. Extended cab.
Runs, looks and drives
great. Must see to appreci-
ate. $5,995. 334-671-3059.

Dodge 1998 Dakota SLT,
Club Cab, loaded, cold
air, excellent, 120,000
miles, automatic, V-6.
Price $4995. 790-7959.

Dodge Ram 1500 2007 SLT quad cab 4x2 HEMI
5.7 V8 engine, anti theft, tilt steering, low
miles, very clean, power drivers seat, rear slid-
ing window, bed liner, towing pack. Loaded.
$18,000. 334-475-6309.

Ford 2000 Taurus SE,
wagon, loaded, like new,
one owner, automatic,
3.0 liter V-6, only 35,000
miles, $4495. 790-7959.

GMC 1997 Sierra 2500
128K miles on new
engine, exc. cond. black
& silver in color. NEW
tires, cold air, long
wheel base, runs great

& very clean $4500. 334-701-2596
located in Ozark

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$250 & s Complete Cars
CALL 334-714-6285

WANTED Dogde Ram Charger 1990 or 1991
4-wheel drive, low mileage, well maintained !!!
not wrecked, no rust. 334-447-1747.

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

WE WILL BUY YOUR CAR OUTRIGHT !
Regardless of year, make, model, we have
millions of dollars on hand to pay you good

money for your curent vehicle.
We Are On The Coast But Worth The Drive,
& reputable, & we can give you a fair price

appraisal in 15 minutes.

Call for appointment, dealer. 877-497-7975

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING PLUMBING

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

24/7 Service
Commercial & Residential

Pumping, Plumbing & Line Opening
Call: 334-692-3991 / 334-566-1979
334-774-3599 / 334-347-5990
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Searching for a Big Deal?
We’ve got you covered at

TheBigDDeal.com
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Reach 32,500 homes in Coffee and Dale Counties for only $1,430.
Other sizes and quantities available.

8.5”x11” • 70# Coated Stock • Multiple Drop Options
Full Process Color • Printed Both Sides

For more information,
contact the Enterprise Ledger advertising sales at

334.347.9533

PRINT. INSERT. DELIVER.
Get results NOW with four-color print and deliver inserts.



In addition to very limited space and 
supplies, patient monitoring equipment 
is often affected by chopper vibrations, 
said Boeddiker. Flight medics can’t 
communicate with casualties about their 
injuries – it’s too loud. 

“Every possible distractor that you can 
throw into the situation is there,” Boed-
diker said. “It’s a very challenging envi-
ronment to provide care in.”

Even so, Dustoff crews are determined 
to provide the best care they can. This 
means constant training, whether in the 
classroom or in the field.

Schenk, who has been a civilian para-
medic, said the level of care he and his 
flight medics provide exceeds the standard 
of the wider medic field. While most Army 
medics have the training and experience 
equivalent to civilian emergency medical 
technicians, medevac care requires more 
knowledge, more training.

“The critical care platform we provide is 
an advanced stage,” Schenk said. “It’s like 
a mobile intensive care unit.”

The combination of knowledge and 
training allows these medevac crews to 
walk in step with the Dustoff tradition – 
airlifting casualties to a higher level of 
care.

the PIF and commissioned by the Department of 
State for the Iraqi government. This effort was par-
ticularly challenging because of space constraints 
associated with the small commercial-to-military-
converted aircraft. The installed system provides 
protection for the cockpit floor and crew seats.

Lightweight ballistic armor is also being de-
signed, qualified, fabricated and installed by the 
PIF on the CH-47 Chinook and UH-60 Black 
Hawk aircraft. 

The current Chinook BPS system offers pro-
tection against small arms fire and weighs 3,500 
pounds. The PIF was able to take advantage of 
advances in light-weight composite material and 
to reduce the weight of the original BPS by 2,000 
pounds. The new BPS offers additional protection 
to both the pilot and cargo areas. Also integrated 
into the CH-47D/F is a floor kit, a passenger ver-
tical kit, and a Multi-Impact Transparent Armor 
System for windows, which allows normal opera-
tions while reducing ballistic intrusion.

The PIF-enhanced BPS for the Black Hawk will 
reduce the weight of the current BPS system by 
500 pounds. The PIF will also deliver a Technical 
Data Package to the UH-60 Program Management 
Office, which will allow industry to compete for 
future BPS acquisitions. 

“The PIF continues to design, develop, and 
install new and improved ballistic protection on 
Aviation and ground systems,” Carr said. “Their 
design capabilities, machine shop and advanced 
composites lab provide an extraordinary capabil-
ity to create custom formed material BPS.”

be tough and we never know what is coming next. We 
will just move from one objective to another. But they 
will come together and by the end we will be better and 
build cohesion.”

Perkins said the sapper company is experiencing some 

growing pains as they lose veteran Soldiers and gain 
new arrivals to the unit. However the training teaches 
newer Soldiers tactics and techniques, while refreshing 
the skills of the veterans.

“My NCOs are definitely going to get these guys 
ready for deployment,” said Perkins. “But including the 
air element into the training made it vital training for the 

leadership as well. The planning and the execution is all 
part of the training.”

“This was my first time on a military helicopter and 
it was awesome,” added Pfc. Joshua Stump. “I have 
only been with the unit for three months, but with all the 
training we have been doing, I definitely feel like I’ll be 
able to perform my job to the fullest downrange.”

Care: Crews train to overcome battlefield interference
Continued from Page B1

Ballistic: New protection reduces weight by 500 pounds
Continued from Page B1
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Air: Gives new, seasoned Soldiers confidence
Continued from Page B1

The Aviation and Missile Research, Development and Engineering Center Prototype Integration Facility designed, qualified, fabricated and installed 
a prototype of an enhanced Ballistic Protection System for the cabin of the UH-60 Black Hawk aircraft.

Army photo

Thank You, Federal Employees!

Your daily service, protection
and defense of our

nation is appreciated!



Many children of Fort Rucker military members at-
tend local schools, but their parents may not be respon-
sible for paying into the local tax bases that fuel the 
education system. 

Federal Impact Aid provides federal aid to public 
schools due to lost property tax revenue from enroll-
ment of federally connected children, said Kim Kozel, 
Youth Education Support Services school liaison of-
ficer.

According to the New America Foundation website, 
the Impact Aid Program is designed to directly com-
pensate local school districts for local revenue lost due 
to the presence of federally owned, and therefore tax-
exempt, property, and costs incurred due to “federally 
connected” students, such as the children of armed ser-
vices personnel working at a nearby military base. 

Unlike most other forms of educational assistance, 
impact aid disburses roughly $1.2 billion annually in 
unrestricted federal funds directly to local school dis-
tricts rather than through state agencies.

“It has been in existence since 1940,” Kozel said. 
“When military bases are located within the boundaries 
of school districts, the impact aid money makes up for 
lost tax revenues.” 

It is important for parents and teachers to fill out the 
forms with complete information because it could mean 
the difference of hundreds of dollars to the school dis-
trict revenue, she added.

“If necessary information is missing and can’t be 
validated, the school could land in financial trouble,” 
said Kozel. “If the information is incomplete, it could 
mean that the card will not be counted and schools will 
miss revenue for incomplete cards.”

The school liaison officer said local school districts 
strive to provide exceptional education opportunities 
for all the children enrolled. This benefits  Fort Rucker 
because the installation does not have a middle school 
or a high school and all military Family members in 
seventh grade and above attend school off post.  

“Through the bond with Fort Rucker, the schools are 
financially more able to provide excellent education 
initiatives through the Federal Impact Aid program,” 
she said.  

The school districts send home forms with students 
whose parents are either military or DA civilians, which 

are then filled out at home and sent back to the school 
by the designated date in order to be counted for the 
school year. 

“Schools strive to provide all students with the best 
educational opportunities and in order to do so they re-
quire substantial revenue to fund programs,” said Ko-
zel. “The impact aid revenue goes into the general fund 
of the school district, which can be used at the discre-
tion of the superintendant and school board.”

The aid is unfenced money, which means it can be 
used for any purpose to include teacher salaries, sup-
plies or educational programs. 

“Every penny counts for the school districts to be 
able to provide educational programs of the highest 
quality possible,” said Kozel.

Schools submit student counts based on the informa-

tion from the cards received, and weighted formulas 
calculate the amount the district will receive for each 
child.

The program is based on funding formulas, which 
provide different amounts of money to school districts 
depending on different variables, she continued. 

“The variables depend on: military living on post, 
military living off post or civilians working on post,” 
she said. 

Enterprise schools have received over $1 million 
dollars in impact aid in years past, said Kozel, but Da-
leville and Ozark schools also receive aid.

Unfortunately, the federal fiscal uncertainty could 
negatively impact the funds available for impact aid 
this year and next, said Kozel.

For more information, call 255-9812.
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Community
rEUNITED
Soldier, doggy 
‘daughter’ reunite on 
national TV

Story on Page C5

Dana Marta, parent, helps students Adrian Cunningham, Madison McPherson and Conner Cook make apple pattern hats Sept. 25 at the Fort 
Rucker Primary School. Because many military children receive middle and high school education off post in the local communities, federal 
aid is distributed through Federal Impact Aid, which provides monies to public schools due to lost property tax revenue from enrollment of 
federally connected children. 

Courtesy photo

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

It has been more than 20 years 
since Aviator’s Landing was 
transformed into The Landing 
Zone restaurant for all ranks, 
but this time around, instead 
of updating who is allowed in 
the restaurant, it expanded its 
menu and atmosphere.

The renovations lasted two 
months, and through the ups 
and downs of the project Tim 
Carter, The Landing Zone 
programs manager, said he 
couldn’t be happier with how 
everything turned out.

“The space looks like it was 
designed for something like 
this,” he said. “It’s Aviation 
all over. Everywhere you look 
is a reminder of this Branch; 
there is even rust on the hangar 
doors.”

The dining areas are now 
separated by hangar doors, 
which allow for private par-
ties to book the back area for 
hails and farewells or promo-
tion parties, while allowing 
the front area to be smaller and 
provide a more intimate dining 
ambience. 

“The design is more rus-
tic and nostalgic with a décor 
that features Aviation history 
through the years,” said Frank 
Zerbinos, business operations 
officer. “It will be a place to 
take Families and friends to 
embrace the history.”

Carter agreed and added that 
the restaurant has a better feel, 
because when the hangar doors 
are closed it makes the space 
feel more “homey.” 

Tables were covered in 
butchers block paper as people 
dug into hamburgers, nachos 
and salads once the kitchen 
opened up after the ceremony. 

There are a few new things 

on the menu, such as barbeque 
and jumbo spud sections in 
the lunch menu, and hand-cut 
steaks and platters for dinner. 

“We have come up with 
unique sandwiches for lunch 
and dinner, so people will have 
more options,” said Carter. 
“But in all, we just wanted to 
update the facility, and offer a 
different atmosphere and make 
the restaurant more flexible.”

Janice Erdlitz, Directorate of 
Family, Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation marketing director, 

was one of The Landing’s first 
customers, and said the menu’s 
updated macaroni and cheese 
dish is her favorite.

“I am really satisfied with 
how it looks now. Its atmo-
sphere is so much better than 
it was before. It is a beautiful 
transformation; it brings it back 
to the old Camp Rucker feel,” 
she said, adding that the food 
was absolutely delicious, too. 

This renovation was just an 
update to the space, as five 
years ago it had a major over-

haul with walls coming down. 
“We did more of a facelift 

with new flooring, wall cover-
ings, equipment, seating and 
such,” said Carter. “It was 
nothing structural; everything 
was just replaced and redone. 
It was an empty shell while we 
were updating, though.” 

The bar is in the same posi-
tion, but that is the only thing 
that did not change about the 
space.

The renovation was funded 
by private business money, 

non-appropriated fund money, 
and the entire staff was placed 
at other installation positions 
during the renovation, said 
Carter, so no one lost their 
jobs.

Col. Stuart J. McRae, gar-
rison commander, said that it 
was really exciting to see what 
started as an idea about a year 
ago finally come to fruition.

“This exceeds expectations. 
We want to continue to have 
a vibrant operation inside The 
Landing Zone,” he said. 

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general, and Col. Stuart J. McRae, garrison commander, 
along with special guest Ed Woody and the Fort Rucker team who handled all of the renovations, cut the ribbon of The Landing Zone during a re-opening 
ceremony Oct. 4.

Photo by Sara E. Martin

Federal Impact Aid helps local schools

Renovations take diners back to the future

Landing Zone
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Peanut Festival tickets
Peanut Festival tickets are being 

sold at Leisure Travel Services lo-
cated at the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 130 until Oct. 28. 
The 70th annual National Peanut 
Festival will be held Nov. 1-10 at 
the Peanut Festival Fairgrounds in 
Dothan. Prices are: general admis-
sion, $7; ride strips (22 tickets per 
strip), $12; mega pass (gate admis-
sion and armband for one night), 
$25. 

For more information, call 255-
2997 or 255-9517.

October EDGE! 
Programs

This month’s EDGE! activities 
include indoor swimming, wood 
burning, personalized pillow mak-
ing, bowling and popcorn balls. 
EDGE! events cost $5 per hour 
for children 6-10 years old and are 
free for children 11-18 years old. 
Activities occur every weekday 
from 4-5 p.m. A valid child, youth 
and schools registration is required 
for participation. Enrollment for 
all EDGE! activities is located at 
parent central services in the Sol-
dier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, or 
online at webtrac.mwr.army.mil/
webtrac/ruckercyms.html. 

For more information, call 255-
0666 or 379-1363.

Batting Cages’ new 
hours

The youth sports batting cages 
hours have changed to Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 4-8 p.m.; Satur-
days, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Sun-
days, 1-5 p.m. The cost is $1 per 
token and the group rate is $20 for 
unlimited pitches for one hour. For 
group rates, there must be a mini-
mum of five people. People should 
schedule an appointment with the 
youth sports and fitness depart-
ment. 

For more information, call 255-
2257 or 255-2254.

Purple Day 
October is Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month, and to help 
raise awareness the Purple Day 
campaign is ongoing as people 
wear purple on Fridays in October 
as a communitywide effort to rec-
ognize the collective responsibility 
to prevent all forms of domestic 
violence. 

For more, call 255-9641.

Chili night
Child, youth and schools ser-

vices will hold its chili night Friday 
from 6-10 p.m. at the youth cen-
ter, Bldg. 2800. The chili-tasting 
event is open and free to all reg-
istered CYSS middle school and 
teen youth, Family members and 
friends. 

For more information, call 255-
2260 or 255-2271.

Newcomer’s Welcome
Army Community Service hosts 

the Newcomers Welcome every 
third Friday of the month from 
8:30–10:30 a.m. at The Landing. 
Active duty military, spouses, for-
eign students, Army civilians and 
Family members are all encour-
aged to attend the event. A free 
light breakfast and coffee will be 
served. For free childcare, register 
your children at the child develop-
ment center by calling 255-3564. 
Reservations must be made 24 
hours prior to the event. 

For more, call 255-3161 or 255-
2887. 

Frite Nite
The Fort Rucker Riding Stables 

hosts Frite Nite Oct. 18-19 from 
7-11 p.m., featuring the Haunted 
Trail and Barn of Screams. Tickets 
will be on sale for $12 per person 
per night and can be purchased at 
Leisure Travel Services or the sta-
bles, and at the door the night of the 
event -- only cash will be accepted 
the night of the event.  Conces-
sions will be available at the event 
for an additional cost. There will 
be strobe lights and fog machines 
present, and the event is not recom-
mended for people that have sei-
zures, asthma and anyone younger 

than 12. Children younger than 12 
require parental supervision. This 
event is designed for older children 
and adults. 

For more information, call 598-
3384.

Children’s Fall Festival
The Fort Rucker Riding Stables 

will host the Children’s Fall Festi-
val Oct. 19 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
There will be pony and horse rides, 
a bouncy house, train rides, carni-
val games and more. Children are 
welcome to wear Halloween cos-
tumes and enter into the costume 
contest. Food and beverages will 
also be available. Only cash will be 
accepted at the event. Cost is $1 per 
ticket, with the price for each activ-
ity ranging from one to four tickets. 
This event is designed for children 
ages 12 and younger. 

For more information, call 598-
3384.

Outdoor Yard Sale and 
Flea Market

The Directorate of Family, Mo-
rale, Welfare and Recreation will 
host an Outdoor Yard Sale and 
Flea Market Oct. 19 from 8-11 
a.m. at the Fort Rucker Festival 
Fields. The event provides the 
community the opportunity to buy 
and sell used household items, 
clothes, electronics and more in 
a consolidated fashion. Limited 
tables are available for rent. Cost 
for selling space for military, re-
tirees, civilians employees and 
Family members is $20 for 15’ x 
20’, $30 for 30’ x 20’ and $10 per 
table rental. Cost for selling space 
for general public is $30 for 15’ x 
20’ and $40 for 30’ x 20’.  Regis-
tration for booth space is due by 
Oct. 16. No commercial vendors 
are allowed. 

For more information or to reg-
ister, call 255-1749.

Family member 
resilience training

Army Community Service hosts 
its free Family member resilience 
training Oct. 21-22 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at The Commons, 
Bldg. 8950. The deadline to regis-
ter is Oct. 17. The Army recognizes 
the increased sacrifices that Family 
members make on a daily basis, 
so it designed its Family member 
resilience classes to provide the 
thinking skills and coping strategies 
Families need to meet and over-
come life’s challenges. The classes 
focus on strengthening relation-
ships, effective thinking strategies, 
building confidence and increasing 
people’s general well being. 

For registration and childcare 
information, call 255-2382 or 255-
3735.

On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

DFMWR 
Spotlight

AFAP rescheduled
The Fort Rucker Army Family Action Plan Conference has been rescheduled to Nov. 13-14 because of the government shutdown. AFAP will be in session Nov. 13 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Wings Chapel and Nov. 14 from 8:30-10:30 a.m. at Wings Chapel. The Teen AFAP will take place Nov. 6 from 5-8 p.m. at The Com-
mons.

Photo by Sara E. Martin
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COME DISCOVER WHAT IS NEW IN DENTISTRY!
(working in conjunction with your general dentist to provide complete oral care)

Dental Implants, Dental Laser Plastic Surgery,
Bone and Soft Tissue Grafting Procedures, Botox Therapies.

Call Our Office Today 334/793-7232

Mention This Ad For A Free Consultation And X-rays.

www.dothanperio.com

103 Medical Drive, Dothan, AL 36303103 Medical Drive,

The birth of a child is a miraculous mo-
ment. It is a time that is filled with hope as 
new parents, Family members and friends 
anticipate the many years of joy and hap-
piness that normally accompany the ar-
rival of a newborn. 

Unfortunately, about 4,000 of these ba-
bies die every year in the United States, 
and the cause of death for these children is 
often not obvious or immediately known. 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome is respon-
sible for nearly half of these deaths. 

SIDS is the leading cause of all deaths 
among infants under a year old, and it of-
ten occurs when babies are between 2 and 
4 months old. Some people call SIDS crib 
death because many babies who die of 
SIDS are found in their cribs. 

Many years ago, the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics identified sleep position 
as a contributing factor in SIDS deaths, 
and in 1994 the organization began its 
popular “Back to Sleep” campaign, which 
encouraged parents and caregivers to 
place infants on their backs when putting 
them down to sleep.

 The organization admonished parents 
and caregivers to reserve “Tummy Time” 
for times when infants are awake and 
closely watched by caretakers. “Back to 
Sleep” positioning was found to be the 
most effective action that parents and 
caretakers could take to reduce the risk of 
SIDS for children in their care. Because 
of the campaign, the rate of SIDS deaths 
in the United States decreased by more 
than 50 percent. 

Since that time, several other factors 
that contribute to SIDS have been iden-

tified. These factors include physical en-
trapment in bedding and furniture, suffo-
cation and choking. In response to these 
newly identified risk factors, the AAP has 
launched a new SIDS prevention cam-
paign called “Safe Sleep for All Babies.” 

This campaign encourages caretakers 
to continue placing infants in the proper 
sleep position and advises them to also 
ensure that their child has a safe sleeping 
environment by removing all choking and 
strangulation hazards from infants’ sleep 
areas. These specific risk-reduction strate-
gies to prevent SIDS include: 

placing infants in a crib or bassinet, in •	

the same room as the parents; 
avoiding co-sleeping and placing in-•	
fants in the same bed as adults or other 
children;
placing babies on their backs to sleep, •	
even for short naps; 
reserving “Tummy Time” (laying in-•	
fants on their belly) for when they are 
awake and someone is watching;
using a firm sleep surface, such as a •	
crib mattress covered with a fitted 
sheet; 
keeping soft objects like pillows, •	
quilts, bumper pads and stuffed ani-
mals out of the crib until infants are 

older than 12 months; 
keeping soft objects and loose bedding •	
away from sleep area;
making sure babies don’t get too hot •	
and keeping the room at a comfortable 
temperature for an adult;
avoiding the use of cribs that are bro-•	
ken, that have missing parts or that 
have drop-side rails; and
keeping infants away from tobac-•	
co smoke and places where people 
smoke.

By adopting these simple safety tips, 
parents and caregivers can reduce the risk 
of SIDS for infants in their care. 

By Maj. Lakisha Flagg
U.S. Army Public Health Command 

Protecting babies from SIDS

Religious 
Services

Worship services
Except as noted, all services are on Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, Bldg. 109
Multi-Cultural Worship Service 8 a.m., Sunday

Main Post Chapel, Bldg. 8940
9 a.m. Catholic Mass, Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship Service, Sunday
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass, Tuesday-Friday 
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions, Saturday 
5 p.m. Catholic Mass, Saturday

Wings Chapel, Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Chapel Next Contemporary Worship 

Protestant Service.

Spiritual Life Center, Bldg. 8939
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. CCD (except during summer 

months).

Bible studies
9 a.m. Protestant Women of the Chapel, Wings 

Chapel, Tuesday 
11 a.m. Above the Best Bible Study, Yano Hall, 

Wednesday 
10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual 

Life Center, Wednesday 
Noon Adult Bible Study, Soldier Service Center, 

Wednesday
5:30 p.m. Youth Group Bible Study, Headquar-

ters Chapel, Tuesday
6:30 p.m. Chapel Next (Meal/Bible Study), 

Wings Chapel, Thursday

Mothers of Preschoolers
MOPS is a Christian-based mom’s group. 

MOPS is about meeting the needs of every 
mom of a child from conception through 
kindergarten. MOPS will meet every first 
and third Thursday at 9 a.m. at the Spiritual 
Life Center, Bldg 8939. For more informa-
tion, call the religious support office at 
255-2989.
 

Protestant Men of the Chapel
PMOC meets the first Saturday of each month 

in the Fort Rucker Spiritual Life Center from 8-9 
a.m. Men are encouraged to attend for a time of 
fellowship and a short devotion.  Free breakfast 
is provided.

Protestant Women of the Chapel
PWOC meets every Tuesday at 9 a.m. and 6 

p.m. at Wings Chapel, Bldg 6036. Childcare is 
provided.  
For more information, call 255-9894.
 
Military Council of Catholic Women
MCCW meets every Tuesday from 5:30–7:30 

p.m. at the Spiritual Life Center. Childcare is 
provided.  
For more information, call 255-9894.

Catholic Adult Fellowship
CAF meets regularly throughout the year. For 

more information, call 255-9894.

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Traditional Worship Service
8:30AM & 11:00AM

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45AM & 11:00AM

The Gathering - Youth
5:45PM

Sunday School
10:00 M

Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Main St • Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Pick-of-
the-litter
Meet Billy, a 5-month-old male tuxedo tabby available for adop-
tion at the Fort Rucker stray facility. He is shy around new people 
but loves to be petted on his terms, once he is comfortable. He 
plays well with other cats. It costs $80 to adopt Billy and other 
animals at the facility, which includes all up-to-date shots, the 
first round of age-appropriate vaccinations, microchip and spay-
ing. For more information on animal adoptions, call the stray facil-
ity at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. All adoptable animals 
are vet checked and tested for felv/fiv (for cats) or heartworm for 
dogs (over six months) and on flea prevention. The facility needs 
donations such as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and 
puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. Donations can be 
dropped off at the stray facility, veterinary clinic or the commis-
sary. Visit the Fort Rucker stray facility’s Facebook page at http:// 
www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates 
on the newest animals available for adoption.

Photo by Sara E. Martin

Cough or 
sneeze into 
your elbow, 
thus cover-

ing your nose 
and mouth to 
avoid spread-

ing cold 

Prevention tip #2

Health
bulletin
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ANDALUSIA
Ongoing  — The American Legion 

Post 80 has regular meetings the second 
Monday of the month, starting at 6:30 
p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of 

Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber of 
Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. For more infor-
mation, call 598-6331.

Ongoing—Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post mem-
bership meetings are at the post headquar-
ters on State Rd 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast served 
on Sundays and games and TV’s available 
for entertainment.  Open to all. Post can 
host parties/weddings/hails and farewells.  
For more information, call 598-6211, 598-
1297 or 598-6211/379-9187. 

DOTHAN
Now through Oct. 31 — Dothan 

Area Botanical Gardens hosts its annual 
Scarecrows in the Gardens daily. Stroll 
through the gardens to see all the different 
scarecrows that have been created by lo-
cal schools, civic organizations and local 
artists. The event is free and open to the 
public. For more information, call 793-
3224 or visit www.dabg.com.

Friday and Oct. 16-18 — Land-
mark Parks hosts Harvest Hey Days on 
its grounds where patrons can visit the 
pumpkin patch and enjoy many other fall-
related activities such as corn pulling and 
cotton picking 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. New this 
year is the Kernels of Fun area. Cost is $7 
per person.  For more information, visit 
www.landmarkpark.com.

oct. 18 — Foster Fest will be held the 
third Friday now through November from 
6-9:30 p.m. A free downtown evening 
celebration, there will be street vendors, 
shops, drinks, festivities, live music and 
antique cars. For more information, call 
793-3097 or visit www.thedowntown-
group.com.

Nov. 7 — The Farm to Table Dinner 
will be held at Landmark Park in the barn. 
The meal will be a fine-dining experience 
using local ingredients. Cost is $100 per 
person with limited seating. Call 794-
3452 to reserve a ticket. 

Nov.  12-14, 19-21 — People can ex-
perience living and working on a Wire-
grass farmstead in the early 1900s with 
hearth cooking, gardening and sewing, 
wood splitting, fire building and animal 
care at Landmark Park’s Farm Living pro-
gram. People will be divided into small 
groups in order to participate in the differ-
ent workstations. This half-day program 
will conclude with lunch in the Waddell 
House. The fee is $12 per person. For 

more information, visit www.landmark-
park.com.

November — November is retired 
military appreciation month at Landmark 
Park. Retired military who  join Landmark 
Park during the month of November will 
receive $10 off any membership level. 

They will also get in free Nov. 9-11, 
receive a free ice cream cone on Nov. 16 
and have a free digitarium planetarium 
program experience on Nov. 23.  For more 
information, visit www.landmarkpark.
com.

Nov. 20-23 – Flagship Performing Arts 
Program presents Seussical the Musical at 
7 p.m., and a special 2 p.m. matinee Nov. 
23 at The Flagship Theatre. Tickets are 
$11 for adults and $9 for students, seniors 
and active-duty military. For more infor-
mation, call 699-3524 or visit www.the-
flagshiptheatre.com.

ENTERPRISE
Ongoing — The American Legion 

Post 73 meets at the American Legion/
Doer’s Shrine Club building at 200 Gibson 
Street in Enterprise on the fourth Saturday 
of each month, beginning at 8 a.m. The 
building is across the street from the Lee 
Street Baptist Church on Lee Street.  For 
more information, call Post Commander 
Jerry Goodson at 347-5961 or 447-8507.

Ongoing  — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters, on County Road 537, every 
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call Connie Hudson at 
406-3077, Randy Black at 393-6499 or 
Bob Cooper 347-7076, or visit the VFW 
Post 6683 on Facebook.

Ongoing — Enterprise State Com-
munity College holds classes to teach 
English as a second language at the Fort 
Rucker campus Mondays and Wednes-
days from 9 a.m. until noon in Bldg. 4502, 
Rm. 131. 

Oct. 19 — Habitat for Humanity of 
Coffee County will host its first-ever He-
roes for Habitat 5k Run and 1-Mile Fun 
Run downtown at the Trinity Bank park-
ing lot. Participants are encouraged to 
dress up as superheroes.  Registration and 
check-in will be at 6:30-7:45 a.m. The 5K 
Run beings at 8 a.m., and the 1-Mile Fun 
Run begins at 8:30 a.m. Registration fee 
for individual adult with shirt is $25, in-
dividual adult without shirt is $20, indi-
vidual youth with shirt is $15, four-person 
team with shirt is $80 and dog’s competi-
tion is $5. Pre-registration forms are avail-
able and may be dropped off at the fol-
lowing locations by Saturday: Gifts on the 
Hill, Anytime Fitness of Enterprise, Pink 
Poodle Boutique, Just Folk Coffeehouse 
and Love 2 Run. Walkers are welcome to 
participate. For more information, email 
CoffeeCountyHabitatAL@gmail.com or 
call 475-0616.

Oct. 19 — The Emerging Young 
Leaders Wiregrass Community Summit 

will be held at Enterprise State Commu-
nity College from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for 
boys and girls in grades 6-8. Lunch will 
be provided. Summit seeks to encourage, 
educate and empower young people in 
the area. This summit is part of Emerg-
ing Young Leaders, which seeks to im-
pact the lives of middle school students 
by providing opportunities for leadership 
development, character building, educa-
tion enrichment, bullying prevention, 
civic engagement and enhanced academic 
preparation. Parents and guardians are 
encouraged to participate in the Parental 
Involvement Workshops. Students should 
wear Sunday best attire. Register online 
by Saturday at www.eylwiregrasscom-
munitysummit2013.eventbrite.com or by 
calling 718-3321.

Oct. 26 – The 4th annual Spooky in 
the Park will be held at the recreational 
complex on Hwy 167 N. from 5-9 p.m. 
There will be a costume contest, food, 
haunted pavilions and more. The Fright 
Night 5k and Fun Run will be held at the 
complex at 9:15 p.m. Registration will 
close at 9 p.m. For more information, call 
348-2684.

GENEVA
Ongoing  — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of 
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Disabled American Vet-

erans Chapter No. 99 meets each Tuesday 
and Wednesday at 6 p.m. at New Brockton 
City Hall. Food and drinks are served fol-
lowed by regular chapter business. Chap-
ter No. 99 maintains a DAV service office 
in the New Brockton Police station Each 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 
noon. All veteran services provided are 
free. 

For more information, call 718-5707.

Now through Dec. 15 — The 
New Brockton DAV Chapter No. 99 of-
fers a college scholarship of $500 to ap-
plicants who are the children of a U.S. 
military veteran who have fallen or been 
wounded, medically discharged honor-
ably wounded veterans, and/or spouses of 
fallen Soldiers in the Global War on ter-
rorism. Applicants may be attending col-
lege or have been accepted at a certified 
college or university. Applications and 
additional information can be picked up 
at the DAV counselor office at the New 
Brockton Police Department at 202 South 
John Street, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 10 
a.m. to noon. Deadline for applications is 
Dec. 15. 

For more information, call 718-5707. 

OZARK
Saturday — The Breast Cancer 

Walk will begin at 8 a.m. to help raise 
funds and support for breast cancer re-
search and breast health programs by par-
ticipating in the 3-mile walk. Registration 
is $25 at 8 a.m. day of the event at the 
Super Save parking lot. For more infor-
mation, call 701-7119.

Nov. 16 — D.A. Smith Middle Alumni 
and Friends host a 5K Run Walk. Race 
begins at 8 a.m. There will be a bake sale                                  
as well. Early registration ends Nov. 8. 
For more information, or to register, visit 
www.das.ozarkcityschools.net.

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sun-
day at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Meth-
odist Church.  For more information, call 
983-3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
Ongoing  — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall 
and features music from the 40s, 50s, and 
60s, finger foods, and refreshments.  For 
more information, call Janet Motes at 
808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
saturday — The 42nd annual Har-

vest Day Festival in downtown Headland 
will begin at 10 a.m. The event is free and 
Family friendly. There will be vendors, arts, 
crafts, food, live music, inflatables, demon-
strations, pony rides, a car show and more. 

For more information, call 693-3303 or 
visit www.headlandal.com. 

Oct. 19 – The Pride of Vernon Band’s 
second annual Car Show and Bandtober-
fest will be held from 8 a.m to 3 p.m. ub 
Wausau, Fla.  Family friendly with festiv-
ities, vendors, live music, food and home-
made goodies. Activities include face 
painting, inflatables and games.

Nov. 9 — The 12th annual Wiregrass 
Veterans Day Poker Run to benefit disabled 
American veterans registration will be held 
from 9:30-11 a.m. at the River Lounge in 
Clayhatchee. Kick stands up at 11 a.m. and 
last bike in at 4 p.m. Recreational vehicle 
and tent camping, vendors, live band, 
bonfire, food, refreshments and more will 
be available Nov. 7-10. Cost for ride is $20 
a rider and $10 for passengers. 

Additional hands can be bought for $5. 
There will be a 50/50 drawing, awards for 
best and worst hand, as well as door prizes 
and an auction. 

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
Masquerade Gala

The Wright Foundation presents a fundraiser event, The 
Annual Gala, Oct. 18 from 6-11 p.m. at the Marianna Fla., 
National Guard Armory. The reception beings at 6 p.m. 
and dinner at 7 p.m. Tickets are $50 a person and are tax 
deductible. Tickets are available for purchase at the Mari-
anna Chamber of Commerce. 

For tickets or more information, call (850) 526-1600.

Fight Against Cancer
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer’s 5k non-com-

petitive walk will be held Oct. 26 at Aaron Bessant Park. 
Registration is at 7 a.m. with the walk beginning 8 a.m. in 
Panama City Beach. 

For more information on these events, call (850) 236-
6023 or visit www.baypointwyndham.com

Cemetery Tour
Hauntings abound in Apalachicola Oct. 26 at the 

Historic Chestnut Street Cemetery on Hwy 98. From 
7-9 p.m. local history enthusiasts from the Apalachicola 
Area Historical Society will don the garb and take on 
the persona of several of the cemetery’s more notable 
inhabitants to tell their tale of life in Apalachicola more 
than 100 years ago. 

For more information, visit         apalachicolahistoricalsociety.
org. 

Barkin’ on the Bay
Bay Point Marina at Wyndham Resort in conjunction 

with the Panama City Beach Human Society will host 
Barkin` on the Bay from noon to 4 p.m. Saturday. Tickets 
are a suggested donation of $5 to $10 a person; admission 
for children is free. 

Tickets can be purchased at the entrance of the event. 
Pets of all shapes and sizes are welcome. Festivities in-

clude a dock diving and Frisbee competition, live music, 
raffles, trick competitions, various dog demonstrations 
as well as a pet Halloween contest. There will be a large 
adopt-a-thon involving multiple rescue organizations. Pet 
micro chipping and grooming will be available onsite for 
a small donation. Food and beverages will be available for 
purchase.  For more information, call (850) 236-6023 or 
visit www.adoptme.org.

Pirates of the High Seas Fest
Pier Park in Panama City Beach, Fla., hosts the Pirates 

of the High Seas Fest Friday through Sunday. 
The festival is free and includes an ensemble of pa-

rades, sword-swinging showdowns, live shows,  cos-
tume contests, beach ball drops, live music, fun zones, 
scavenger hunts and fireworks displays. The festival 
also includes a Run for the Treasure 5k, 10k, fun run 
and Half Marathon race at Aaron Bessant Park. 

For more information, visit www.simon.com/mall. 

Landmark Park will celebrate the history 
of the Wiregrass with the annual Wiregrass 
Heritage Festival Oct. 26 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

Peanut harvesting, the old-fashioned way, 
will take place throughout the day. Other 
events include cane grinding, syrup making, 
antique tractor and engine displays, cook-
ing on a woodstove and other household 

chores. 
Syrup, warm from the kettle, will be on 

sale at the event. Tractors will participate 
in an antique tractor pull and parade. Entry 
forms for tractors and quilts can be found 
online at www.landmarkpark.com.

Admission is $8 for adults, $6 for senior 
citizens and active military, $4 for kids and 
free for park members and children ages 2 
and younger. 

Concessions will be available, and the 
Martin Drugstore and Shelley General Store 

will be open.
Landmark Park will also host the 5th an-

nual Landmark Park Quilt Show, held in 
conjunction with Wiregrass Heritage Festi-
val, Oct. 25-27 in the Stokes Activity Barn. 
The theme for this year’s show is “Friend-
ship Tea.”

More than 150 quilt submissions are ex-
pected at the juried show, as well as a non-
juried exhibit of antique and contemporary 
quilts. A silent auction, quilting demonstra-
tions and sewing related vendors will be 

present Oct. 26.
Admission to the show is free with your 

paid gate admission ($4 for adults and $3 for 
kids on Friday and Sunday; $8 for adults, $6 
for seniors and active military, $4 for kids on 
Saturday during the festival). Admission is 
free each day for park members.

Landmark Park is a 135-acre historical 
and natural science park located on U.S. 
Highway 431 North in Dothan. 

For more information, contact the park at 
794-3452.

By Laura Stakelum
Landmark Park Public Relations Director

Wiregrass Heritage Festival at Landmark Park



JOINT BASE LEWIS-Mc-
CHORD, Wash. — When Capt. 
Jessamyn Jempson returned to Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord this summer 
after a year-long deployment to Af-
ghanistan, her best friend wasn’t 
there to greet her.

That’s because a special reunion 
between the Soldier with the 3rd 
Explosive Ordnance Battalion, and 
Emma, a 4-year-old Rhodesian 
Ridgeback, was planned to take 
place in Los Angeles three days 
later.

“It was hard to wait,” Jempson 
said.

Jempson arrived home Aug. 5, 
and flew to California with her 
mother with an invitation from 
Queen Latifah, host of the day-
time talk show “The Queen Latifah 
Show.”

The reunion on TV wasn’t a 
surprise for Jempson, but rather 
for Emma, who didn’t know her 
“mom” was home after more than 
a year apart.

Jempson appeared on stage 
dressed in her Army service uni-
form and talked with Queen Lati-
fah about Dogs on Deployment, a 
nonprofit organization that assists 
service members in finding volun-
teers willing to board their animals 
while deployed. Through the orga-
nization Jempson was linked with 
Silvia Washington, a Spanaway 
resident and dog lover, who was 
Emma’s caretaker for the past year.

As photos of Emma and a recent 
video clip were displayed during 
the show, Jempson became emo-
tional. She was ready to see her 
dog.

“Should I stop doing this and get 
you to your dog, or what?” Queen 
Latifah said to Jempson.

“Yes!”
Washington walked Emma onto 

the stage, but since Emma had nev-
er seen Jempson in her blue service 
uniform she didn’t recognize her 
right away.

“I had a feeling that was going to 
happen,” Jempson said. “I saw her 
and I was just overwhelmed.”

Once Emma realized it was 
Jempson, the 80-pound pup jumped 
on her with excitement and kissed 
her face, bringing members of the 
audience to tears.

It was a happy reunion between 
a service member and her animal, 
but it also helped advocate respon-
sible pet ownership. After the show 
aired Sept. 24, Jempson heard from 
Dogs on Deployment co-founder 
Alisa Johnson that the organization 
received 200 responses.

Washington went above the call 
of duty of foster care for Emma 
during Jempson’s deployment. 
She managed a Facebook page for 
Emma, posting status updates, pho-
tos and videos to allow Jempson to 
stay in touch.

“I think Silvia is the hero,” Jemp-
son said. “She did all the hard work. 
Alisa and Shawn (Johnson) put the 
program together, I deployed, but 
Silvia was the volunteer and that’s 
what the program is all about.”

Jempson and Washington pre-
pared for the deployment seven 
months before she deployed. Emma 
was introduced to Washington’s 
pack of dogs, and by the time it 
came to leave, Jempson had peace 
of mind Emma was comfortable in 
her surroundings.

Washington has five dogs and 
encouraged Jempson to find a sis-
ter for Emma. While on leave af-
ter her deployment, Jempson and 
Emma traveled to eastern Wash-
ington where there was a new litter 
of Rhodesian Ridgeback puppies. 
Emma picked out a puppy and the 
Family brought home 11-week-old 
Vesper.

“I’m happy to be home with the 
girls,” Jempson said.
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Capt. Jessamyn Jempson and Emma, a Rhodesian Ridgeback, reunite for the first time in a year, on “The Queen Latifah 
Show.”

Courtesy of Sony Pictures Television

By Somer Breeze-Hanson
Joint Base Lewis-McChord 
Public Affairs

Soldier, doggy ‘daughter’ 
reunite on national TV



WASHINGTON — A 
recent study by military re-
searchers showed that the 
risk factors associated with 
suicides in the military are 
the same as those among ci-
vilians.

Included in these factors, 
researchers said, are finan-
cial and relationship prob-
lems.

“There is almost always 
a relationship problem or 
financial problem,” Navy 
Adm. William H. McRaven, 
commander of U.S. Special 
Operations Command, said 
during his appearance at 
the 2013 Warrior Resilience 
Conference in August.

Dr. William Brim, direc-
tor of the Center for De-
ployed Psychology, told the 
conference the study, pub-
lished in the Journal of the 
American Medical Associa-
tion, “points to the fact that 
it is not necessarily combat 

that is driving suicide … it is 
everyday stress.”

In the 2011 Department 
of Defense Health Related 
Behaviors Survey of Active 
Duty Military Personnel, 
service members most fre-
quently cited problems with 
money as a source of stress.

The department provides 
education, support and re-
sources to help deal with 
financial woes and other 
common life stressors that 
contribute to suicides.

Credit unions and banks 
on military installations of-
fer workshops on budgeting, 
and personal financial man-
agement counselors also are 
available. Visitors to the De-
fense Department’s Military 
Installations website, for ex-
ample, can select “Personal 
Financial Management Ser-
vices” at the site to locate a 
counselor.

In addition, the Military 
OneSource website offers 
financial counselors, both in 
person and online, to assist 

with establishing a budget 
and reducing debt. The site 
also lists other department 
programs that focus on per-
sonal financial management.

“We want to make sure 
people know [their finances] 
are under their control,” es-
pecially with the help that 
the military offers, Barbara 
Thompson, director of the 
Defense Department’s of-
fice of Family policy and 
children and youth, told the 
American Forces Press Ser-
vice and the Pentagon Chan-
nel.

The department also has 
military Family life con-
sultants to help service 
members and their Families 
tackle financial problems 
and other common stressors, 
including relationship issues 
that can increase the risk for 
suicide.

“Military Family life 

consultants embedded at 
installations provide life 
coaching and counseling to 
help people overcome [the] 
challenges faced in the 
military lifestyle,” Thomp-
son told the conference at-
tendees.

Licensed consultants are 
available to help military 
Families cope with the is-
sues of daily life, including:

relationship issues;•	
personal financial man-•	
agement;
stress related to military •	
life;
loss or grief;•	
parenting;•	
decision making;•	
adjustment and transi-•	
tion;
anger management;•	
conflict resolution; and•	
anxiety, sadness or other •	
common emotional is-
sues.

Consultants also can pro-
vide referrals for treatment 
for mental health issues and 
substance abuse.

Military Family life con-
sultants see individuals, cou-
ples and Families, both on 
and off military installations, 
and often take walk-in ap-
pointments. The assistance 
is free, anonymous and con-
fidential – no files or records 
are kept, Thompson said.

“This is one way to get 
help without having to report 
it to the chain of command,” 
she added.

Military Family life con-
sultant programs vary by lo-
cation. They usually can be 
accessed through the Army 
Community Service, Marine 
Corps Community Services, 
Navy Fleet and Family Sup-
port Centers, or Airman and 
Family Readiness Centers. 
Military OneSource also has 
counselors available in per-
son, by phone and online. 
Counselors for the Military 
Crisis Line are also available 
via online chat and texting.

Fort Rucker’s ACS can be 
reached at 255-3817.
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Military suicide risk factors mirror society’s
By Dana Crudo
Military Health System
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The 158th Airfield Operations Battalion 
Guardians went head-to-head with A Com-
pany Captains Career Course Triple C during 
an intramural football game as the season gets 
into full swing.

The Guardians took on Triple C in a tight 
game that had spectators on their toes Tues-
day, but the Guardians came out on top-beat-
ing Triple C, 12-7.

“Tonight was a good win. We played a 
solid team and it was a slower pace from 
what we’re used to so we had to change it up 
a bit,” said Sgt. Gerrick Smith, captain of the 
Guardians. “We’re 4-1 now and we’re feeling 
comfortable with our record.”

The Guardians started off slow but 
switched up their strategy to ultimately come 

out on top.
“We just started running the ball and get-

ting possession on our side of the clock,” said 
Smith. “Our defense is fast and our defense is 
where we win our games, plus we’ve got big 
receivers and good hands.”

The game started as Triple C took pos-
session during the kick off for a short return 
of 10 yards. The Guardian’s defense started 
off playing hard but couldn’t stop their op-
ponent’s 20-yard pass on their first play for a 
first down at 158th AOB’s 40-yard line.

The Captains Career Course players started 
off on fire throwing pass after pass to get clos-
er to the goal line and managed to get within 9 
yards of the goal for 1st and goal.

The Guardians defense went to work and 
managed to hold A Co. near the goal line and 
take them to a 4th down only three yards from 
the end zone. Triple C decided to go for the 

touchdown, but the Guardians defense was 
able to rush the opposing quarterback and 
forced him to throw the ball away for the 
turnover.

The Guardians took their first possession at 
their 3-yard line and were able to push down 
field, but not very far as their opponents held 
them back at every turn. Favor wasn’t on their 
side as the 158th AOB threw an interception 
on their 3rd down to give the ball back to their 
opponents only 20 yards from the goal line.

Despite the unfortunate pass, the Guardians 
played to their strength and let their defense 
go to work to force another turnover.

As hard as they pushed offensively, how-
ever, Triple C was there to make sure they 
didn’t make any headway and forced a punt 
on the Guardian’s 20-yard line.

Triple C received and managed a 30-yard 
return and with only five minutes remain-

ing in the half, both teams seemed evenly 
matched, as neither was able to get on the 
scoreboard.

A Co. seemed to have the superior offense 
with their passing during the first half, but 
they were still unable to get past their oppo-
nent’s defense, and with two minutes remain-
ing in the half, time was running out.

The Guardians managed to force a turnover 
at their 40-yard line and started to push down-
field and managed to get past the 50-yard line 
for the first time in the game. A quarterback 
sack set them back briefly, but they came 
back with a 40-yard bomb with just 20 sec-
onds left in the half for the first touchdown 
of the game.

Triple C had only seconds to try to even 
the score, but couldn’t manage to get past the 
158th AOB and the half ended, 6-0.

The Guardians had the advantage going 
into the second half as they took possession 
and kept their momentum going, powering 
past their opponent’s defense and pushing 
toward the opposing goal line only minutes 
into the half.

With a swift 20-yard pass, the Guardians 
managed their second touchdown to lengthen 
their lead, 12-0, and put more pressure on the 
A Co. team.

As Triple C received, they had their work 
cut out for them and they slowly managed to 
make their way downfield but needed to pick 
up the pace if they were going to get back in 
the game.

They seemed to do just that as they threw 
pass after pass to get by their opponents at 
every turn, and even managed a quarterback 
sneak to score their first touchdown and extra 
point to get on the scoreboard.

A Co.’s defense managed to hold the 
Guardians back long enough to force a turn-
over with just two minutes remaining in the 
game, and things were looking up for the cap-
tains, but time wasn’t on their side.

It seems fate wasn’t either as Triple C 
threw an interception with just  two seconds 
remaining, ending the game 12-7.

“I think we’re going to go all the way,” said 
Smith. “I think we’ll be seeing Bama Bomb-
ers in the championship this year.”
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Sports softball
Army wins 2nd 
consecutive Armed 
Forces Softball crown 

Story on Page D3

A Captain’s Career Course Triple C player runs the ball during an intramural football game at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility Tuesday with a player for the Guardians not far behind. The Guardians beat 
Triple C, 12-7.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Master Sgt. Tom Reid bowls a practice run at Rucker 
Lanes during intramural bowling league games Tues-
day. Reid bowled his first perfect game Oct. 2, scor-
ing a 300 and completing his 800 series at the same 
time, which means the total score of the three games 
he bowled during the league came to more than 800. 
Reid said he felt a lot of pressure on his last bowl for 
the 300, but felt a big sigh of relief after seeing the 
final strike for the perfect game. Rucker Lanes only 
sees about two perfect games a year, according to 
Ron Cook, Rucker Lanes business manager.

Practice 
makes 
perfect

Photo by Nathan Pfau
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Guardians flag down Triple C
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Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D4 for this week’s answers.
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Wounded Warrior Fall 
Hunt

The annual Fort Rucker 
Wounded Warrior Fall Hunt 
runs now through Saturday. 
Proceeds from the hunt will 
be used to purchase new, 
specialized recreational 
equipment to enhance the 
quality of life of wounded 
warriors and the local com-
munity. The hunt also raises 
awareness of the handicap-
accessible recreational 
equipment available at Fort 
Rucker through the outdoor 
recreation program. 

The fall hunt offers hog 
and coyote hunting for those 
who register to be a part of 
the week-long hunt. The 
week-long hunt will end 
Saturday at 10 a.m. when all 
participants will meet back 
at Lake Tholocco’s West 
Beach for door prize give-
aways, lunch, and the an-
nouncement of winners and 
sponsor recognition. Cost to 
participate in the hunt is $25 
with no cost to wounded war-
riors. People who would like 
to assist a wounded warrior 
during the hunt should call 
ODR at 255-4305. The hunt 
is open to the public. 

sports 
Briefs
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WARENDORF, Germany – 
Five U.S. military athletes, includ-
ing three from the Army World 
Class Athlete Program, combined 
to win 10 gold and two silver 
medals Sept. 14-15 at the Conseil 
International du Sport Militaire’s 
2013 World Para-Track and Field 
Championships.

Marine Corps Cpl. Ivan Sears, 
Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, led Team USA by 
winning gold medals in the men’s 
wheelchair 100 meters (17.25 sec-
onds), 200 meters (30.99), 1500 
meters (4 minutes, 29.03 seconds) 
and sitting shot put (6.60 meters).

Sears lost his legs to an im-
provised explosive device while 
deployed in Afghanistan. While 
recovering at Joint Base San An-
tonio-Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
he learned to use prosthetics and 
turned to sports for self-inspira-
tion.

Spc. Elizabeth Wasil, a swim-
mer in the U.S. Army World Class 
Para-Athlete Program stationed at 
Fort Carson, Colo., struck gold on 
the track in the women’s wheel-
chair 100 (25.58), 200 (48.48) and 
1500 (7:28.47). 

Wasil bounced back from triple 
surgery for bilateral hip injuries 
sustained in Iraq by plunging into 
a pool and learning to swim com-
petitively at Fort Sam Houston. 
She quickly stroked her way into 
the U.S. Army World Class Athlete 
Program, which provides Soldiers 
an opportunity to train full time for 
Olympic sports.

In Warendorf, Wasil competed 
in wheelchair racing alongside the 
men to capture the women’s divi-
sion as the third-place overall fin-
isher in each of her events.

Sgt. Robert Brown, a runner in 

the U.S. Army World Class Para-
Athlete Program stationed at Chu-
la Vista, Calif., struck gold in the 
men’s below knee amputee 100 
(12.39) and 200 (25.75). 

A former hurdler at Virginia 
Military Institute, Brown became 
a below-the-knee amputee in 2006 
after losing his right leg during a 
battle in Ramadi, Iraq. Told by doc-
tors that he would never run again, 
Brown walked with a cane for two 
years before taking up kayaking. 
Eventually, he made it back to the 
track on a prosthetic leg.

Sgt. Ryan McIntosh, a runner 
from Joint Base San Antonio-Fort 
Sam Houston who is scheduled 
to report Nov. 1 to WCAP, won 

silver medals in the men’s below 
knee amputee 100 (12.74) and 200 
(26.64). 

McIntosh stepped on a pressure-
plate land mine while perform-
ing an orchard-clearing mission 
in the Arghandab River valley of 
Afghanistan in December 2010, 
resulting in below-the-knee ampu-
tation of his right leg.

Staff Sgt. Kenneth Perio of Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., won the men’s upper body 
impairment standing shot put with 
a toss of 12 meters. 

The 2013 CISM Open Integra-
tive Track and Field Champion-
ships combined the CISM Open 
European Military Championships 

with the CISM World Para-Track 
and Field Military Championships 
at the German Sports School.

“Joint competitions will be held 
for Soldiers with and without dis-
abilities, making the event a kind 
of military Paralympics integrated 
into the European championships,” 
Warendorf Mayor Jochen Walter 
said in welcoming 188 military 
athletes from 16 nations.

Brazilian Navy Capt. Luiz Ser-
rano, director of the CISM Para-
Sport Project, was the official 
CISM representative for the cham-
pionships.

“CISM now has a unique and 
exciting opportunity to expand its 
role in developing the military ath-

letes of its 133 member nations,” 
Serrano said. “Not only provid-
ing a venue of competition for our 
able-bodied athletes, but in imple-
menting a project for our injured 
warriors.”

Joined by seven other nations 
and 34 wounded warriors, Team 
USA’s performance was a testa-
ment to the development of sport 
within the wounded warrior pro-
grams that incorporate sport during 
the recovery phase. 

CISM officials plan to expand by 
integrating Para events into more of 
their sports championships, along 
with the Military World Games, 
which serve as a mini-Olympics 
for the military.

By Tim Hipps
IMCOM Public Affairs

U.S. athletes shine at para-track championships

Sgt. Rob Brown (far right) of the U.S. Army World Class Para-Athlete Program and Sgt. Ryan McIntosh (left), both of Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
sprint to a 1-2 finish in the men’s below knee amputee 100 meters at the Conseil International du Sport Militaire’s 2013 World Para-Track and Field Championships in 
Warendorf, Germany.

German Military Sports

MEDICAL & SURGICAL EYE CARE
OF ENTERPRISE

Staff Privileges at:
• Medical Center Enterprise

• Flowers Hospital
• Southeast Alabama Medical Center
• South Alabama Outpatient Services

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment (Medical & Laser)

• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

100 Professional Dr., Suite A
(Next to Martin Colley Drugs

on the Bypass)

Enterprise, AL

Call for an appointment

334-347-4018 9
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Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment (Medical & Laser)

• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders

Full Service Optical Shop

Enterprise

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

Gene Pahmeier M.D.
Ophthalmologist, F.A.A.O. Full Service Optical Shop

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment

(Medical & Laser)
• Pediatric Eye Disorders

• Neurological Eye Disorders

100 Professional Dr., Suite A • Enterprise
(Next to Martin Colley Drugs on the Bypass)

334-347-4018

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CTR

College Cinema • enterprise
$2.00 Upcharge for 3D

*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest

WESTGATE CENTER

I CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF
MEATBALLS 2 - IN 2D - PG
Mon - Fri: 7:10 & 9:10
Sat & Sun: 2:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:10

II MACHETE KILLS - R
Mon - Fri: 7:00 & 9:00
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:00

III RUNNER RUNNER - R
Mon - Fri: 7:00 & 9:00
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:00

IV WE’RE THE MILLERS - R
Mon - Fri: 7:00 & 9:15
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:15

I CAPTAIN PHILLIPS - PG13
Mon - Fri: 7:00 & 9:30
Sat. & Sun. 2:00, 4:30, 7:00 & 9:30

II GRAVITY in 2D & 3D - PG13
2D* Mon - Fri: 9:00 • Sat & Sun: 4:00 & 9:00
3D* Mon - Fri: 7:00 • Sat & Sun: 2:00 & 7:00

III PRISONERS - R
Fri: 7:00 & 9:45 • Sat: 2:00, 7:00 & 9:45
Sun: 2:00 & 7:00 • Mon - Thurs: 7:00

OCTOBER 11 - 17, 2013

Advance Showing - CAPTAIN PHILLIPS
Thurs. Evening - Oct. 10 - 8:00 p.m.



(Editor’s note: All opinions stated 
in the Video Game Spotlight are solely 
those of the article’s author.)

As the line between block-
buster movies and big time 
video games gets blurrier and 
blurrier, gamers can look for-
ward to games like “Beyond: 
Two Souls” that put the per-
son holding the controller 
deep in the story. This isn’t 
a game that someone with a 
heart will be able to distance 
themselves from while they 
play it. It’s full of action, but 
it’s quite the emotional ma-
nipulator, too. That’s a good 
thing. 

“Beyond: Two Souls” 
comes to us from the mak-
ers of “Heavy Rain,” another 
game that pulled at our heart-
strings. The new game is being called a 
“psychological action thriller” and that’s 
an accurate description. Gamers become 
Jodie Holmes, a girl who possesses ex-
traordinary powers through a psychic 
link with an unseen entity. The voice for 
Jodie is done by the actress Ellen Page. 

The gamer makes the major decisions 
in Jodie’s life as she grows up in this 
immersive thriller. Her powers and 
the gamer’s decisions end up taking 

her all over the globe. Actor Willem 
Defoe plays a researcher and friend of 

Jodie. 
The connection between 

Jodie and her invisible 
friend, Aiden, is the core 
of the game. Their interac-
tion drives the game’s major 
events. Aiden can be unpre-
dictable with his powers, but 
it’s truly up to the gamer how 
they are used. Each decision 
carries a consequence. 

“Beyond: Two Souls” 
looks and sounds fantastic. 
There is very little here to 
pull gamers back to reality. 
The only major complaint 
is that the trip is too short – 
“Beyond: Two Souls” can be 
completed in just 10 hours. 
Gamers can go back and see 

how difference decisions impact the 
narrative, but other than that there are no 
reasons to play through “Beyond: Two 
Souls” twice. 

The game is incredibly ambitious and 
quite an achievement. Don’t be afraid to 
go “Beyond.”
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HOME OF THE WORLD RENOWN
BREAKFAST BURRITO

Nothing could be finer...than eating at THE DINER!

INTRODUCING
“The HUEY”

HEY!

AIR FORCE

WE HAVE A

NEW BURGER

FOR YOU!

Video Game Spotlight >>

‘Beyond’ offers short, compelling story
By Jim Van Slyke
Contributing Writer

Courtesy screenshot

FT. RUCKER OPTICAL CENTER
Main Exchange Building 9214

Daleville, AL 36322

(334) 521-4618

Monday - Saturday:
0900 - 1700

Sunday: Closed

FOCUS.

Bring your
world into

Stop by today and see our
selection of designer name
frame lines and contact lens
options at our unbelievable

low prices!
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