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After 90 Aviation Training Exercises spanning more than 
16 years, the 10th Combat Aviation Brigade’s ATX Feb. 26 
to March 7 is expected to be the last active-duty exercise 
of its kind at Fort Rucker.

The ATX era began in 1997 with the 4th Aviation Brigade 
readying for Kosovo in outdated buildings that no longer 
exist and ended in the state-of-the-art Seneff facility, with 
the U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence’s Director-
ate of Simulation running the show to ready units for war 
with a final collective training event for deploying units, 
according to Wade Becnel, deputy director of DOS.

The reason for the end of active-duty ATXs is the Army’s 
move to home-station training, Becnel said, adding it is 
expected that Guard units will continue to do ATXs at the 
Seneff since they generally are brought together from dif-
ferent areas when they deploy.

“It’s for all the right reasons,” he said. “Years ago when 
dinosaurs roamed the Earth and I was still in the Army, we 
were responsible for our own training. We haven’t done 
that for more than 10 years now. But now we’re going from 
an Army at war to an Army preparing for war, which means 
we’re going to have to do home-station training again.”

He added that the chief of staff of the Army, U.S. Army 
Forces Command, and U.S. Army Training and Doctrine 
Command have talked for some time about going back to 
home-station training, and now it is going into effect.

“They realize that our foundation was always built on 
home-station training,” Becnel said. “This year, FOR-
SCOM said that after this fiscal year, no more.”

What the reason isn’t is a statement on the value of 
ATXs, Becnel said, adding that he received a great amount 
of feedback from commanders and Aviators over the years 
as to the value of the exercises for deploying units.

“You’ll never achieve perfection – there are always some 
who won’t recognize the value,” he said. “But for the most 
part, the overwhelming majority said, ‘Thank God we had 
an ATX – it really helped us prepare for the mission.’”

Col. David J. Francis, 10th CAB commander out of Fort 

WASHINGTON – As of Friday, 
funding for tuition assistance has 
ceased and Soldiers cannot submit 
new requests for tuition assistance, 
according to Lt. Gen. Howard B. 
Bromberg, deputy chief of staff, 
G-1.

Approval for the tuition assis-
tance stoppage came from Secre-
tary of the Army John McHugh, 
and affects Soldiers from both the 
active and reserve components.

Those currently enrolled in 
courses approved for TA are not 
impacted and will be allowed to 
complete their funded coursework, 
however.

Soldiers are encouraged to con-
tact their local education centers – 
the Fort Rucker Education Center 
is located in Bldg. 4502 and can 
be reached at 255-2378 – with any 
questions they may have regarding 
their education needs and planning, 
according to officials from the Of-
fice of the Assistant Secretary of the 
Army for Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs/Army G-1. Also, updates on 
any changes to the TA funding will 
be posted to www.goarmyed.com.

This suspension in funding “is 
necessary given the significant bud-
get execution challenges caused by 

the combined effects of a possible 
year-long continuing resolution and 
sequestration,” the G-1 public af-
fairs office wrote in a released state-
ment today.

The suspension “will remain in 
effect until the fiscal situation ma-
tures,” Bromberg said in the state-
ment. “The Army understands the 
impacts of this action and will re-
evaluate should the budgetary situ-
ation improve.”

TA funding, derived from the Ar-
my’s budget, is the only education 
funding affected at this time. Sol-
diers can continue their education 

using alternate methods.
GI Bill funding, which is derived 

from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, is available and Soldiers 
can continue their education using 
this benefit. The GI Bill includes 
the Montgomery GI Bill, Post 9/11 
GI Bill and several other education 
programs listed on their website: 
http://www.gibill.va.gov/benefits/
index.html.

Also, National Guard Soldiers 
may be eligible for state-funded TA 
benefits. Federal loans or grants are 
another option for all Soldiers, as 
well as their Families.

597th Co. returns home

10th CAB ATX 
marks end of era

Col. Stuart J. McRae, Fort Rucker garrison commander, is briefed in the Installation Operations Center and prepares for the Fort 
Rucker All-Hazards Exercise Wednesday with the Crisis Response Team and staff. 

Photo by Sara E. Martin

A special “fast and furious” re-
pair activity team from the 597th 
Ordnance Maintenance Company 
returned home Monday from a six-
month deployment in the Middle 
East. 

The eight Soldiers from the 164th 
Theater Airfield Operations Group 
left Sept. 15 and were deployed to 
Kuwait, but worked in Afghanistan 
as well, repairing and replacing air 
traffic services equipment, according 
to Lt. Col. David Brooks, executive 
officer of 164th TAOG. 

“This is the 10th year this unit has 
deployed straight; altogether it has 
been since 1996. Its one of the lon-
gest enduring missions in the entire 
Army, and this company is the only 
company in the Army to do this mis-
sion,” he said, adding that the de-
tachment has already been replaced 

in theater. 
The Soldiers traveled to different 

tactical airfields to inspect the equip-
ment to ensure that it was in good 
working order, according to CW4 
Steven Hess, detachment officer in 
charge.

“The ATS equipment is in the air 
traffic control towers, and they deal 
with radar systems and light con-
trols for the airfields themselves,” he 
said.

The company accomplished many 
things while away, but one stands out 
above the rest.

“Not only were they able to ac-
complish their task, but two of the 
Soldiers, Spc. Wigetes Ho and Sgt. 
Armando Frias, won Soldier and 
NCO of the Year for the brigade,” 
said Brooks. “In between fixing 
equipment and accomplishing their 
mission, they were able to study and 

See 597th, Page A5

Army stops tuition assistance

Photo illustration by Master Sgt. William Wiseman

As of Friday, funding for tuition assistance has ceased and Soldiers cannot submit 
new requests for tuition assistance. 

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

By Master Sgt. William Wiseman
Army News Service
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Grisel and Lily Castillo welcome home Spc. Bernardino Castillo from his six-month deployment. Many Families were reunited 
Monday when a special repair activity team from the 597th Ordnance Maintenance Company returned home.   

All-Hazards exercise

See ATX, Page A5
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Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, USAACE and Fort Rucker commanding 
general, speaks to members of the 10th CAB March 1 shortly after the 
Fort Drum, N.Y., unit’s ATX kicked off at the Seneff building. The 10th 
CAB is expected to be the last active-duty unit to conduct an ATX at 
Fort Rucker.
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Perspective

Spc. Kim Adams, 
164th TAOG

“My luckiest moment was 
getting a job [at a local fast 
food restaurant].”

“I got really lucky once 
with an awesome toma-
hawk headshot across the 
map while playing Black 
Ops.”

“Things finally worked 
out for me recently. I got a 
job as an industrial electri-
cal engineer after being out 
of work for a little while.”

“I found $100 on the 
ground one time. That was 
pretty lucky, I think.”

Zac Weinzierl, 
civilian

Pfc. Scott Riggs, HHC, 
164th TAOG 

George Fosterii, 
Family member

Sunday is St. Patrick’s Day. What do you 
consider to be your luckiest moment?“ ”

“My luckiest moment was 
being able to buy a new 
car.”

Michael Etheridge 
Steven Jr., civilian
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authorization
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publication for members of the 
Department of Defense. Contents 
of the Army Flier are not necessarily 
the official views of, or endorsed by, 
the U.S. government, or the Depart-
ment of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publica-
tion is the responsibility of the Fort 
Rucker Public Affairs Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published 
weekly by The Dothan Eagle, a private 
company in no way connected with 
the U.S. government under exclu-
sive contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

The appearance of advertising in 

this publication, including inserts or 
supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the U.S. Army or 
The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters
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subscriptions or to report printing 
errors, contact The Dothan Eagle, 227 
N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or 
call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for 
all printing matters and commercial 
advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for 
the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army 
Flier is prepared, edited, provided 
and approved by the Public Affairs 
Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement
Everything advertised in this pub-

lication shall be made available for 

purchase, use or patronage without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital status, 
physical handicap, political affiliation 
or any other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this 
equal opportunity policy by an ad-
vertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from 
that source until the violation is 
corrected.

Editorial contacts
Contribute news items or photo-

graphs by contacting the Army Flier, 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334) 
255-2028 or 255-1239; calls to other 
PAO numbers are not normally 
transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please contact 
the editor at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Leading Change Team fronts 
culture change initiative

ACE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy
Have the courage to ask the question, but stay •	
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you •	
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy
Remove any means that could be used for self-•	

injury.
Calmly control the situation, do not use force.•	
Actively listen to produce relief.•	

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.•	
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a behavioral •	
health professional or a primary care provider.

The Leading Change Team is the commanding gener-
al’s culture change initiative that was created to promote 
participation and collaboration.  

The team is comprised of volunteers from all levels 
and organizations across the U.S. Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence and Fort Rucker. Its purpose is to identify 
and remove obstacles, challenges and barriers that hin-
der great ideas, and connect the right people with the 
right resources at the right time.  

The LCT works with senior leaders to recognize and 
guide changes that are taking place in order to improve 
quality of life, and to make USAACE and the Fort Ruck-
er community a better place to work, live and raise a 
Family.  

Ongoing initiatives the Leading Change Team works 
on are developing Community of Practices, which are 
collaboration forums designed to bring professionals to-
gether by a common specific area of interest, to share 
knowledge and best practices, solving common prob-
lems and developing functional solutions.  

To find out more about the Communities of Practices, 

log on to https://www.milsuite.mil/book/groups/usaace-
leading-change-team.  

The LCT provides professional development work-
shops and seminars open to the entire workforce, geared 
at broadening individual and team skills. The LCT is an 
avenue that can be utilized to provide assistance to an 
individual or champion in the identification of ideas to 
improve the quality of life for the Fort Rucker commu-
nity.  

Find out more about the Leading Change Team at 
www.rucker.army.mil/leadingchange or by calling 255-
0546.  Let us be the vehicle for change!

By Fort Rucker Leading Change Team
Press Release

CID warns of email scam, criminals posing as police

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Army 
Criminal Investigation Command is warn-
ing both the Army community and the 
public about a new Internet phishing scam 
where criminals are attempting to pose as 
Army CID officials.

Cyber-criminals are attempting to imper-
sonate members of the U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigation Command via email, stating 
that they are from the Office of the Division 
of Criminal Investigation, or DCI, when no 
such organization exists within Army CID.

In the email, the perpetrators state that 
they have discovered fraudulent activities 
with a company that the targeted victim 
had contact with. The cyber-criminals then 
ask the potential victim to acknowledge the 
email, and provide financial and personal 
information.

According to CID special agents, these 
phishing or spear-phishing emails originate 
from overseas, most likely western Africa, 
which is home to a number of well-known 

Internet scams such as the “Nigerian Scam,” 
“Foreign Lottery Scam” and the “Romance 
Scam” that continue to plague the public.

Most email scam attempts are easily rec-
ognizable as they are usually unsolicited, 
contain misspelled words, punctuation and 
grammatical errors, and often ask for per-
sonally identifiable or financial information 
or for money. 

Cyber-crime and Internet fraud presents 
unique challenges to U.S. law enforce-
ment agencies as criminals have the ability 
to mask their true identities, locations and 
cover their tracks quickly. Websites and ac-
counts can easily be established and deleted 
in very little time, allowing scam artists to 
strike and then disappear before law en-
forcement can respond.

The ability of law enforcement to identify 
these perpetrators is very limited, so individ-
uals must stay on the alert, and be personally 
responsible to protect both themselves and 
their loved ones, officials said.

CID strongly recommends that Soldiers, 
civilians and Family members who receive 
any suspicious or unsolicited emails should 
delete them immediately without response. 

However, if an email is received claim-
ing to be from the Office of the Division of 
Criminal Investigation, or DCI, take the fol-
lowing steps.

Do not respond to the email.•	
Stop all contact if you have responded to •	
the email and report it to CID.
Report having received the email to Army •	
CID’s “Report a Crime” email address at 
usarmy.belvoir.usacidc.mail.crime-tips@
mail.mil.
Other cyber-crime resources available 

are:
Internet Crime Complaint Center: http://•	
www.ic3.gov/default.aspx; and
Federal Trade Commission: spam@uce.•	
gov.
By reporting this crime, one can assist CID 

and other law enforcement officials across 
the United States in their investigations and 
help bring those responsible to justice.

CID Lookout is a U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigation Command initiative to partner 
with the Army community by providing a 
conduit for members of the Army Family to 
help prevent, reduce and report felony-level 
crime. 

CID is an independent criminal investiga-
tive organization that investigates serious, 
felony-level crime such as murder, rape, 
sexual assault, robbery, arson, fraud, and 
even cyber crime or intrusions into the Army 
networks (see CID Cyber Lookout). 

Solving and preventing these types of 
crime cannot be achieved solely by CID spe-
cial agents and the military police. Together, 
professional law enforcement officers and 
the Army community must work hand-in-
hand to fight serious crime. As such, CID is 
“on point” for the Army and depends heavi-
ly on Soldiers, Family members and civilian 
employees to “be on the lookout” and pro-
vide assistance in keeping the Army strong 
and safe. 

CID Lookout provides the latest informa-
tion to the Army community aimed at help-
ing Soldiers protect themselves, their Fami-
lies and to reduce their chances of becoming 
crime victims. 

For more information on CID or to report 
a felony-level crime or provide information 
concerning a crime, contact the Fort Rucker 
CID Office at 255-3108 or visit www.cid.
army.mil.

By U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigation Command
Public Affairs



So far in 2013, eight Soldiers 
have been killed in motorcycle 
accidents according to the Army’s 
Daily Statistic Spreadsheet, and 
the riding season is just now 
approaching. 

Fort Rucker officials want to 
ensure that if Soldiers are thinking 
of hitting the road or buying a 
motorcycle that they take all 
necessary precautions,  according 
to Andrew Smith, lead instructor, 
traffic safety training program.

“To anybody who says that 
motorcycling is easy, they either 
don’t remember or they are lying. 
We want our Soldiers to have long 
motorcycling careers as opposed 
to short-lived ones because, 
unfortunately, it is not a game and 
people can get hurt, and we want 
to avoid that at all costs,” he said.

Officials said there are many 
factors when it comes to operating 
a motorcycle safely, beginning 
with gear.

 “If riders are cycling at night, 
they should wear some sort of 
reflective gear and they should 
always try to wear some sort of 
armored jacket, long-sleeved 
shirts, long pants, eye protection, 
gloves and over-the-ankle 
footwear,” said Sharon Manning, 

installation safety director, adding 
that shoe strings should be tucked 
in. 

Another safely concern 
for motorcyclists is to drive 
defensively.  

“The four deadly words are ‘I 
didn’t see him.’ Always assume 
that other drivers are not going to 
see you,” she said.

Those who ride on the back of 
the motorcycles need to be just 
as knowledgeable as the driver, 
according to Manning.

“Passengers should be dressed 
the same way as the driver and 
they need to understand the 
handling characteristics of a 

motorcycle, such as leaning,” she 
said.

Spring is around the corner and 
showers are generally expected, so 
while making sure the motorcycle 
is in proper working condition, 
Manning said to always check 
that tires are not over or under 
inflated and to never ride in rough 
weather.

“If you plan on a long ride, 
always check the weather and try 
to always carry a rain suit in case 
you encounter an unexpected 
storm,” she said. “Be very careful 
when it begins to rain because the 
rain hasn’t had time to clear the 
oily film off the road.”

Now that the weather is 
beginning to become perfect for 
riding, many cyclists will start to 
journey to the beaches of Florida. 
Although the state does not 
require cyclists to wear helmets, 
Army regulation does.

“When you are a Soldier, you 
will wear a helmet while riding, 
you should want to anyway. 
People are made famous for 
thinking, ‘It’s not going to happen 
to me.’ You can be the safest rider 
and wear all the equipment and 
still be in an accident where you 
are seriously injured,” she said.

Manning also had a few tips for 
people who are planning to go to 
local beaches and rent scooters.

“Sand can cover many roads 
and it is hard to control the vehicle, 
so be sure to wear a helmet, even 
though it doesn’t look cool, 
because you’re not only probably 
inexperienced but also wearing 
the wrong gear such as flip flops 
and shorts,” she said. “Plus, being 
at the beach you have to contend 
with all the other activity going 
on, such as distracted drivers.”

For the rest of the community 
who sticks to four wheels instead 
of two, Manning asks them to 
always be on the lookout for 
cyclists.

“In this area we have a huge 
number of riders. If you see one, 

have a little more courtesy on the 
road. Don’t tailgate them and give 
them more than one car length 
between you,” she said.

The riders that Smith sees 
go through the safety course 
are “responsible and fun, not 
dangerous risk takers” and said 
that the safety course has saved 
money and lives.

“For a relatively low investment 
in the training, we are preserving 
the thousands of dollars the Army 
has invested in Soldiers,” he said.

The motorcycle safety courses 
are mandatory for riders. There 
are three types: the basic rider 
course, the experienced rider 
course, and the military sport bike 
course. Manning suggests taking 
the class sooner rather than later.

“We have a large number 
of classes available during the 
spring, but as soon as the weather 
gets hotter it will not be as easy to 
get into a class because they are 
going to fill up,” she said.

Soldiers are notified by their 
safety officer when they have to 
take the courses and registration 
for each course is online.

For more information 
visit www.rucker.army.mil/
newcomers/motorcycles.html 
or www.apps.imcom.army.mil/
AIRS/default.aspx. 
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Soldiers help build children’s futures
Among the Army values, selfless service 

is one that can make a huge impact both 
within the Army and to the surrounding 
communities, and Soldiers in various or-
ganizations on Fort Rucker have taken that 
value to heart.

Soldiers from different organizations 
ranging from the Basic Officer Leaders 
Course, Noncommissioned Officers Acad-
emy and the Directorate of Training and 
Doctrine have taken on a project at Rucker 
Boulevard Elementary to help create an 
outdoor classroom, according to Sgt. 1st 
Class Jason Barrett, B Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 13th Aviation Regiment.

“We were looking for something that 
would allow different people from within 
our organization [at DOTD] to go out and 
volunteer on a repeat basis,” said Barrett, 
who is also a writer and developer for 
DOTD. “We’ve been going out to Rucker 
Boulevard Elementary for about four weeks 
and helping with the construction of their 
outdoor classrooms.”

The mission of this project is to broaden 
the minds of the students of Rucker Bou-
levard Elementary and provide a fun, dif-
ferent learning experience for the children 
while developing their critical thinking 
skills, according to Sheree Hardrick, school 
principal.

“Activity-based learning in the outdoor 
classroom is a highly powerful tool,” said 
Hardrick. “It’s not only crucial to a child’s 
emotional and social development, but 
presents a whole new educational experi-
ence, too.”

The outdoor classroom, which is slated 
to be completed by Earth Day, will have 
learning stations that include a formal gar-
den, sculpture garden, charitable garden, 
rock garden, blueberry garden, butterfly 
garden, historical garden, sensory garden, 
performing arts center, weather station, or-
chard, solar energy station, storytelling cor-
ner and a human sundial. 

The outdoor classrooms were designed 
by children at the elementary school, and 
Barrett said that he and other Soldiers from 
DOTD have worked with the school staff to 
help facilitate those designs.

“[This project] is a great fit for us and I 
like the fact that the school is teaching chil-
dren useable skills – skills that they’re actu-
ally going to be able to utilize for the rest of 
their lives,” he said.

Staff Sgt. Ryan McFarland, B Co. 1st Bn., 
13th Avn. Regt., agreed and said he can’t 
wait to return to the elementary school to 
continue the project.

“It just feels great to help out,” he said. 
“I’ve been out to Rucker Boulevard El-
ementary twice already, just this past week-
end, and we put up a wooden privacy fence, 
a gate, a rock garden, planted rose gardens 
and a number of other things.”

Hardrick said the help that the Soldiers 
have provided has been instrumental in the 
construction of much of the outdoor class-
room.

“They have been an invaluable resource 
for our project and we have been able to 
complete most of our projects with the ex-

tra labor,” she said. “They have allowed us 
to complete several projects that were not 
scheduled to be completed until next year.

“We are very honored to have Soldiers 
volunteer with Rucker Boulevard Elemen-
tary School to complete our outdoor class-
room,” said Hardrick. “It’s such a humbling 
experience to watch each one dedicate their 
time and service to us on Saturday morn-
ings.”

Hardrick said that working in conjunc-
tion with the Soldiers teaches the children 
valuable life lessons about selfless service.

“This is another way of exposing our 
students to different careers and real-life 
situations,” she continued. “No matter 
what career a student may choose in life, 

the Soldiers are portraying the importance 
of volunteering and serving the community 
during their time off.”

A lesson that Barrett is familiar with, and 
one that he said he is more than happy to 
share with not only the students, but with 
others within his own organization and on 
Fort Rucker.

“I have a long history of volunteering 
and it’s something that we wanted to set up 
as an ongoing thing here,” he said. “Volun-
teerism teaches people how to give back. 
It gives you a good feeling inside knowing 
that you’ve contributed, in this instance, to 
the growth of children, and that’s the over-
all goal – to selflessly give of ourselves to 
improve the lives of others.”

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

News Briefs
Aviation Training Industry Day

The annual Aviation Training Industry Day takes place March 21 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at The Landing. The event, hosted by Maj. Gen. 
Kevin W. Mangum, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort 
Rucker commanding general, is open to industry and Fort Rucker Avi-
ation community participants and will feature 40 industry exhibits.

Displays open up at 8 a.m., and all speaking events will take place 
in Legends. Mangum will speak at 8:30 a.m. to welcome participants 
and introduce training initiatives and challenges. From 9:30-11 a.m., 
Ellis Golson, Capabilities Development and Integration Directorate, 
will host a future Aviation challenges panel discussion with Aviation 
Training and Doctrine Command capability managers and key leaders. 
From 1-2 p.m., Command Sgt. Maj. James H. Thomson Jr., Aviation 
Branch command sergeant major, will discuss Aviation enlisted train-
ing initiatives and challenges, and from 2:30-4 p.m., Col. Douglas M. 
Gabram, deputy commander of USAACE, will host a training initia-

tives panel discussion with training developers, leaders and command-
ers. From 4:30-5 p.m., Mangum will make a partnering with industry 
keynote address and make concluding remarks. Display areas will 
close at 6 p.m.

For more, call 598-5311.

Unsanctioned TSP app

American Forces Press Service reports there is a free iPhone app 
for the Thrift Savings Plan available at the Apple App Store that could 
pose a security risk. A notice on the Thrift Savings Plan website says 
the “TSP Funds” app, which asks participants for their account login 
information, is not sanctioned.

“This app is not being offered through the TSP, and the TSP does 
not recommend using this application to access your TSP account,” 
the notice says. “Providing this information could result in a security 
risk to your account.”

The TSP is a retirement savings and investment plan for federal em-
ployees and members of the uniformed services, including the Ready 
Reserve. It was established by Congress in the Federal Employees’ 
Retirement System Act of 1986 and offers the same types of savings 
and tax benefits that many private corporations offer their employees 
under 401(k) plans.

Exchange facilities during sequester

DALLAS – Despite sequestration, the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service does not foresee any changes to its day-to-day opera-
tions.

“We expect exchange facilities to be fully functional throughout the 
sequester,” said Col. Thomas Ockenfels, the exchange’s chief of staff. 
“We continue to remain flexible as we help Soldiers, Airmen and their 
Families thrive in this environment. Whether it’s a main store, military 
clothing or a fast food restaurant, all operations will continue.” 

Courtesy photo

Soldiers from the Basic Officer Leaders Course help construct the outdoor classroom at Rucker Boulevard Elementary School. Soldiers from various organizations on Fort 
Rucker volunteer to help construct the classroom, and the outdoor classroom is slated to be completed by Earth Day.

Photo Sara E. Martin

Four students at the motorcycle safety course practice basic skills together before 
hitting the course Monday. 

Post seeks to increase motorcycle safety awareness 
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer
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WASHINGTON – After re-
ceiving his fourth star, Gen. John 
F. Campbell was sworn in as the 
Army’s 34th vice chief of staff 
by Secretary of the Army John 
McHugh Friday. 

Campbell was nominated by 
President Barack Obama in Feb-
ruary to succeed Gen. Lloyd J. 
Austin III as the Army’s vice chief 
of staff. Previously, Campbell 
had served as the deputy chief of 
staff, G-3/5/7 and as commander 
of Combined Joint Task Force 
101 during Operation Enduring 
Freedom.

In December, Obama nomi-
nated Austin to become the head 
of the joint U.S. Central Com-
mand, which oversees all military 
operations in the Middle East and 
Afghanistan. 

As the son of a U.S Air Force 
senior master sergeant, Campbell 
grew up on military bases around 
the world before attending the 
United States Military Academy 
at West Point, N.Y. He gradu-
ated in 1979 with a commission 
in the Infantry. During more than 
33 years of service, he has com-
manded units at every echelon 
from platoon to division, with 
duty in Germany, Haiti, Iraq, Af-
ghanistan and the United States. 
After his first assignment with 

the U.S. Army Europe, Campbell 
was assigned to Fort Bragg, N.C., 
where he commanded a Special 
Forces Operational Detachment 
Alpha in the 5th Special Forces 
Group and an Infantry company 
in the 82nd Airborne Division. 

Returning to Fort Bragg, he 

served as the aide-de-camp to 
the commanding general, XVIII 
Airborne Corps, and deployed in 
support of Operation Uphold De-
mocracy. He later commanded 2d 
Battalion, 5th Infantry, 25th In-
fantry Division (Light), at Scho-
field Barracks, Hawaii.

Campbell commanded 1st Bri-
gade, 82d Airborne Division and 
led the brigade during Operation 
Enduring Freedom. Most recent-
ly, he served as the commanding 
general, 101st Airborne Division, 
Fort Campbell, Ky., and led the 
division as Combined Joint Task 

Force 101 during OEF. 
Other significant assignments 

include: professor of military 
science University of California, 
Davis; operations officer, J-33, 
the Joint Staff; executive officer 
to the 35th Chief of Staff of the 
Army; deputy commanding gen-
eral (Maneuver), 1st Cavalry Di-
vision and Multinational Division 
Baghdad; and deputy director for 
regional operations, J-3, the Joint 
Staff; Headquarters, Department 
of the Army, deputy chief of staff, 
G-3/5/7.

Campbell holds a bachelor of 
science degree from West Point 
and a master’s degree in Public 
Administration from Golden Gate 
University. He is a graduate of the 
Command and General Staff Col-
lege and the Army War College. 

Campbell’s awards and deco-
rations include the Distinguished 
Service Medal, the Defense Su-
perior Service Medal, two Le-
gions of Merit, three Bronze Star 
Medals, two Defense Meritori-
ous Service Medals, six Meri-
torious Service Medals, the Air 
Medal, the Joint Commendation 
Medal, the Army Commendation 
Medal, the Army Achievement 
Medal, the Combat Infantry-
man Badge, the Combat Action 
Badge, the Master Parachutist 
Badge, the Pathfinder Badge, 
the Ranger Tab, and the Special 
Forces Tab.

Campbell takes oath as Army’s vice chief of staff
By J.D. Leipold
Army News Service

Photo by  J. D. Leipold

After receiving his fourth star, Gen. John F. Campbell is sworn in as the Army’s 34th vice chief of staff by Secretary of the 
Army John McHugh Friday. Campbell’s wife, Ann, holds the Bible. Campbell succeeds Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III as the Army’s 
vice chief of staff.

Join Us to Discover
What is New in Dentistry

Dothan Periodontics & Implants
(in Association with your General Dentist)

New Dental Implant Seminar
When: 1ST Thursday of the Month
Hosted by: Dr. John Miller & Dr. Daniel Pittman

Call our office to attend a FREE Seminar and
Receive a No-Cost Consultation and 3D Scan Today!

Please call 793-7232 to register
SPACE IS LIMITED

www.dothanperio.com ~ kathy@dothanperio.com

— No Childcare Available —

Patient-first care for a lifetime of healthy, beautiful smiles

You’re
INVITED

A New Year ~ A New Smile ~ A New You

“Be Aglow and burning with the Spirit.”
Romans 12:11 AMP

For more information call: 334-406-9683

Lorem I

Our Guest Speaker is
Darleen Bryant,
from Enterprise, she
loves God, her family,
and people!

Her desire is that you
know, believe, and
receive God’s truth
and do what He calls
and enables you to do
FOR HIS GLORY!

Come and bring a
Friend!

AGLOW International Meeting
Saturday, 16 March at 10:00 AM

Po Folks
(across from Westgate Shopping Center in Enterprise)

Guest Speaker:

Global in vision,
rooted in local groups worldwide.

The Leading Change 
Team met with senior lead-
ers March 7 to inform them 
of the importance of the 
LCT’s two standing ini-
tiatives and how the two 
groups can benefit from 
working together.

The primary goal of the 
meeting was to build a 
foundation from which the 
LCT and the senior leaders 
group can move forward 
for lasting, positive change 
throughout the U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excel-
lence and Fort Rucker, ac-
cording to CW5 Matt Si-
vacek, an instructor at 1st 
Battalion, 145th Aviation 
Regiment. 

“This is going to be a 
great opportunity for us to 
make a lot of changes with-
in units, to become em-
powered and to help other 
people become empowered 
to make change,” he said.

The groups talked about 
what the LCT is, its history, 
some of its successful past 
actions, its mission, how it 
goes about making change 
and how it is structured.

“The CG knows he can’t 
do it all, so the more we 
can get the lowest level 
people involved in change 
the more likely that change 
will last,” said Sivacek.

“There are always barri-
ers, challenges and environ-
ments that cause frustration 
because people have no 
control over it. That is one 
thing that LCT is phenom-
enal at. That is one reason 
the LCT was created, to 
knock down those barri-
ers,” he continued.  

The LCT admitted that 
one of its biggest challeng-
es was operating without or 
with few senior leaders and 
that collaborating together 
will benefit everyone.

“We have learned that 
without the senior leader-
ship’s counsel, we have 
lost a little bit of the [con-
nectivity] to the hierarchy 
of USAACE. That is what 
the senior leader’s group 
is going to bring back. 
The executive officers and 
the deputy directors know 
what is going on in [their] 
organizations more than 
anybody,” said Sivacek. 

According to Wade Bec-
nel, deputy director of the 
USAACE Directorate of 
Simulations, guiding coali-
tions always have to have 
senior leadership involve-
ment because people don’t 

manage change, they lead 
change, and that is why the 
LCT and the SLG want to 
work together.

But the LCT wants peo-
ple, not just senior leaders, 
to be a part of the positive 
change that happens on 
post instead of being a wit-
ness and subject to what 
those changes are. 

“People can either be a 
victim of change or they 
can be involved in shaping 
the change,” said 1st Sgt. 
Gabriel Gonzalez, cadre at 
the NCO Academy.

LCT officials told the 

senior leaders that work-
ers’ scope is limited if they 
stay in their “little cub-
bies,” and gave insight into 
two standing issues that the 
LCT is working on — pro-
fessional development and 
developing Communities 
of Practice.

 “The professional de-
velopment initiative is 
specifically dedicated to 
providing educational op-
portunities to any person-
nel on USAACE at no 
cost,” said Christina Park-
er, supervisor instructional 
systems specialist for the 

Directorate of Training 
and Doctrine. “We focus 
on Army Learning Model 
2015 strategies, meaning 
we have workshops on 
generational influences and 
how to use PowerPoint as 
an ALM tool, among other 
things.”

Parker also discussed 
organizational process im-
provement. 

“We have people bring 
a process that they use 
every day within their or-
ganization, and we walk 
them through the process 
of defining it, analyzing it 

and measuring it, as well 
as coming up with courses 
of action. We teach people 
how to work through the 
process and understand 
what they are looking at, 
what it is that they can do 
and how to present that in-
formation to leadership in 
order to get support,” she 
said. 

The other initiative that 
was discussed was the 
work the LCT does with 
developing Communities 
of Practice, both in person 
as well as out in [websites] 
behind the DOD firewall, 

such as MilSuite or Mil-
Book.

Some of the practices 
that have already started 
are the supply community 
practice, the Instructor 
Community of Practice 
and the Defense Travel Ad-
ministrator Community of 
Practice. 

“Basically it is connect-
ing people that are within 
the same fields, such as in-
structors or first sergeants. 
They can share experiences 
and knowledge with each 
other inside their COP,” 
said Gonzalez.

Leading Change Team meets with senior leadership group
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer



attended the board and they won.” 
The competition was brigade wide where participants 

were quizzed on Soldier and NCO skills, said Hess.
“They did the board via teleconference and we were 

worried about the connection being lost, but everything 
went smoothly,” he said. 

The Soldiers had to multitask to accomplish this by 
studying during free time in between missions. And se-
rious multitasking, according to Frias, is something he 
mastered while away on this first deployment.

“It felt great winning NCO of the Year for the brigade. 
I studied so hard, it is a great accomplishment for me. It 
was hard to balance studying for college classes and for 
the board while I was working and out doing missions. 
I was doing nothing but studying for over two months,” 
he said.

But the real highlight of the deployment for the Soldier 
had nothing to do with awards or celebrations.

“We were sent out to an Air Force airfield and our task 

was to help them with their airfield line system. They 
were told they needed to buy new ones, which would 
have cost at least $65,000. We basically looked at their 
scrap pile of lights and repaired as much as we could 
with it,” said Frias. 

According to Frias, the detachment was uncertain if 
they could complete the task but that they were able to 
replace most of the lights and that it was a great accom-
plishment for the entire team.

This homecoming was extra special for Brooks for he 
had just returned from a deployment himself last month.

“I spent time during my deployment with these folks 
and it is bittersweet when you leave people behind when 
you redeploy and they have to stay. So we came full cir-
cle tonight and closed that gap with them returning,” he 
said.

Spouses were thankful for the return. Grisel Castillo, 
spouse of Spc. Bernardino Castillo, said she tried to 
make the days go by by having a routine and taking it 
day by day.

“If I planned too much ahead, I realized, ‘Man I have 

so long to go,’ so I did a lot of things with Army Commu-
nity Service and Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation to keep busy, but the last two days have 
been the hardest,” she said.

This was Castillo’s first deployment and the couple 
was told the day that they arrived that he would be de-
ploying. 

“It was a shock at first, but we thought, ‘Better sooner 
than later.’ It was a little difficult settling in because I had 
to learn about the things on post and in the area by my-
self,” she said, adding that she was glad that the support 
system is so strong for military Families here.

Brooks thanked Col. Douglas M. Gabram, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker deputy 
commander, for coming out to the homecoming and for 
the support the detachment received from USAACE.  

“USAACE always opens their arms for us and makes 
us feel like one of their own. They always include us and 
are happy to receive us. I am so thankful for all the help 
with the 164th TAOG, our sister units and supporting 
units,” said Brooks. 

Drum, N.Y., is a firm believer in the ATX 
system.

“The ATX puts units under pressure so 
that we can find where we need to fine 
tune our staffs before we go,” he said. “It 
is our final collective training event and 
it is an invaluable tool to help us finalize 
our preparation for deployment.

“The technology that exists now to 
simulate and put the staff in conditions 
that you just can’t replicate with live 
training – to be able to figure out how 
your staff reacts, processes information 
and solves problems,” he added. “We’re 
going to be better because of it.”

And that is exactly what Maj. Gen. 
Kevin W. Mangum, U.S. Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker 
commanding general, who spoke to the 
10th CAB members down for the exer-
cise right before it kicked off, likes to 
hear from units going through ATXs.

Speaking to the “why” of Army Avia-
tion, Mangum said, “We are and need to 
be dedicated to and relentlessly focused 
on honoring the sacred trust with com-
manders and Soldiers on the ground. 
That’s why we exist. There is no other 
Aviation organization on the planet that 
is dedicated to and relentlessly focused 
on supporting the Soldiers on the ground 
like we are. We’re not there for ourselves, 

we’re there to make sure that the mission 
happens whether it’s our job or not.

“Know that no country in the world 
can do what the U.S. Army can do. No 
Army can do what the U.S. Army can 
do because of Army Aviation,” he said. 
“What we bring to the fight, in the den-
sity and the proportion that we do is what 
sets us apart. The bad guys are scared of 
us, the good guys love us, and that’s what 
it’s all about.”

Becnel said the end of the active-duty 
ATX era leaves a legacy of improving on 
and proving virtual training as an effec-
tive means of readying Soldiers for war.

“I think Aviation is further ahead of 
other branches (using virtual training) 
because we rely so heavily on it,” he 
said. “Everyone wants to fly live, but vir-
tual training can let people make a bad 
decision and ride it to the crash site — 
of course you can’t do that in a live air-
craft.”

But ultimately, the ATXs were Fort 
Rucker standing up and accepting a mis-
sion given to it by the Army.

“Fort Rucker should be really proud,” 
Becnel said. “The Army said it need-
ed help, and Fort Rucker stood up and 
helped. Now the Army is saying, ‘Thank 
you, Fort Rucker, we’ll pick up the mis-
sion again.’”

Becnel said that the end of active-duty 
ATXs doesn’t mean a reduction in work-

load for DOS, which will continue its 
primary mission of supporting Aviation 
training.

“We have plenty of work to do — we’re 
going to focus on training the warfighters 
to help them in the field,” he said. “We’ll 

be doing more now to help in the future, 
where this helped in the now. It won’t be 
as glitzy with everyone running through 
here, but the results will build future Avi-
ation capabilities and make them better 
when they get to the units.”
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means 
stop!

Motorists are 
reminded to 

obey all traffic 
signs.

Opportunity 
Knocks

>>Employment Forum<<

The Department of the Army 
has the following vacancies. For 
announcements and application 

information, call 255-9015 or visit 
www.armycivilianservice.com

INTERNAL 
Financial Manager
SCEG13487619779662
GS-0505-15
Closing Date: March 20

Security Guard
SCEGKB164517746046
GS-0085-04
Closing Date: Sept. 13

ATX: Era ends as Army moves to home-station training
Continued from Page A1

597th: Family thankful for Soldier’s return
Continued from Page A1

No
MSG!

Tin Tin
Chinese Buffet

Eat In - 10% off Military
(Must show Military ID or in Uniform)

Lunch $6.99 • Dinner $7.95
Children All Day $2.99

Dinner Time Only 15% OFF
(Party of 10 or more)

Open Monday -
Saturday

Closed Sundays
934 Daleville Ave

South Gate

334-598-6666

00* EXPIRES
April 15

1247 Rucker Blvd • Enterprise
(across street from Mitchell Mazda)

393-3860
alstaxservice@centurytel.net • MC & Visa accepted

• Military Tax Returns
A Speciality

• All States Electronically Filed
• No tax return too big

or too small
• Always current on tax laws

AL’S TAX SERVICE

Brittany Dionne,
RTRP

Over 35 years of tax experience

“The Hardest Thing In The World To
Understand Is The Income Tax”

~Albert Einstein

Al Klang,
USA RET.,

RTRP

Al Klang

Brittany Dionne

MEADE AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
1200 Rucker Blvd.

Enterprise

347-7334
www.meadeandassociates.net

Each office independently owned & operated.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT
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Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Nicole Annicelli
464-0782

Nicole@c21regencyrealty.com
531 Boll Weevil Circle

334.347.0048
www.c21regencyrealty.com

A home that will please your heart & your wallet. 3BR/2BA brick home conveniently located
to shopping. You will love its classic floor plan with bedrooms on one end plus big eat-in
kitchen & separate dining room. New paint & carpet make it move-in ready. Back yard is

just another big plus for this home.

See what pride of ownership means! Tastefully remodeled 3BR/2BA home with new roof,
windows, A/C, floors, kitchen, etc. All that is left is for you to bring your furniture & enjoy.

Call me to show any house on the market or to list your house
for the Nationwide REALTOR Open House event coming in April!

Tasteful 3BR/2BA. You will love the open floor plan. Pool & patio will help you enjoy free
time with family & friends. Great curb appeal & convenient to Fort Rucker.

3166 ACHEY
$79,900

Great townhome, 2BR/1BA
upstairs. Half BA, laundry,

kitchen & dining area
downstairs. Well maintained,

all appliances included.
Starters or investors,

currently rented.

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

103 HUTCHINSON: Really great buy on this very well
maintained 3BR/2BA located near Hillcrest Elementary,
churches, hospital, shopping & Publix. A water feature in
the backyard sets the mood for relaxing by the pool under
the covered patio. Free standing gas log fireplace in the
living room makes this room an inviting haven for the
family. There’s plenty of room in the dining room for family gatherings. Roomy
bedrooms & 2 full baths round out its appeal. Original hardwood floors under
carpet. Owner offering $1500 closing. Jan Sawyer 406-2393

$93,900

OPEN EVERY FRIDAY 12:00 – 2:00
OPEN EVERY SATURDAY 1:00 – 4:00
OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 1:00 – 4:00

REGISTER ON SAT. & SUN. FOR A GIFT CARD
TO BE DRAWN AT THE END OF THE MONTH

Regency School of Real Estate
Licensing Class

ON SITE INSTRUCTOR
License #93387

CLASS STARTS MARCH 18 • 5-9PM

Call Pat Leggett at
CENTURY21 • Regency Realty, Inc.

347-0048

ASK OUR AGENTS ABOUT BUILDING YOURS!

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

202 FOX CHASE: Wonderful townhouse, terrific location between Fort Rucker &
Enterprise. Great space in this 2BR/2.5BA townhouse with 1-car garage, with
appliances including washer & dryer. HOA includes access to clubhouse, pool,
lawn care & pest control. JUDY DUNN 301-565

$84,500

3153 ACHEY: Fabulous renovated town home. NEW carpet, NEW floors in upstairs
BA, NEW light fixtures. Freshly painted interior, garage & garage floor. Includes
washer & dryer. Nice fenced back yard, corner unit. Debbie Sunblock 406-9079

NEW LISTING ~ $94,000

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at

202 HARRAND CREEK: New carpet - siding - bathroom
fixtures. 3BR/2BA, split bedroom plan, very comfortable,
large grandroom. Also den with sliding doors to patio. Large

$159,000

70± ACRES ~ POND ~ CREEK

Mix of timber & open land currently used for hay. 2 separate mother-in-law suites
complete with kitchen & bathroom (one of them handicap accessible). Great view
from porch. Wood burning stove heats whole house. House built with wood from
the properties land. Several buildings, vegetable garden, hay shed, work shed, utility
shed filled with farm equipment negotiable with sale. NICOLE ANNICELLI 464-0782

356 HANNAH: Over 2,300 SF, lots of house for the money.
Plus in-law suite. PAT LEGGETT 706-7653

$226,650

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

211 LAUREL BREEZE: Great lakeside custom home in
beautiful wooded Gateway Estates. Many custom features,
3BR/3BA with one BR/BA on lower level. Nice dock on lake.
TEXT Terri 406-2072

LAKE SIDE ~ $249,900

200 ANTLER: "You can afford this??!" What your friends
will say when you grab this unbelievable good deal on this
3BR/1.5BA on large corner lot & convenient to elementary
school. Call now. Evelyn Hitch 406-3436

$82,000

With one lone parade participant,
draws crowds to celebrate the Irish holiday of

St. Patrick’s Day, March 17.
Last year, around 400 people gathered in the one-block area
to wave Irish-green flags as the grand marshal paraded by.

Sponsored annually by the
Enterprise Chamber of Commerce,

celebrating its 20TH year,

the parade will feature this year’s
2013 Grand Marshal Maggie Haas,

a REALTOR at CENTURY 21 Regency Realty, Inc.
who will help get the crowd into the Irish spirit.

The World’s Smallest

Saturday • March 16 • 12:00pm

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
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WASHINGTON — Army acquisition of-
ficials are pursuing solutions to help aircraft 
crews navigate through what is called a “de-
graded visual environment.”

A degraded visual environment is a cir-
cumstance wherein weather, obscurants or 
obstacles thwart the ability of a crew to see 
properly or accurately know where they are 
in relation to surrounding terrain, service of-
ficials explained. 

Three-pronged approach
Army officials view potential DVE solu-

tions through what could be called a three-
pronged approach, which includes:

improving the existing flight controls sys-•	
tems and handling characteristics to assist 
the pilot in managing workload when vi-
sion or situational awareness is challenged 
or obscured;
examinations of “queuing” technologies •	
able to give pilots needed information to 
make decisions regarding the aircraft; and
and various sensors able to help aircraft •	
crews see through obscurants.

“One of the key efforts from Program Ex-
Soldiers of the 2nd Armored BCT, 1st ID, watch a Kiowa helicopter land in the desert dust at the National Training Center, Fort Irwin, Calif., Feb. 21. Aviators and 
acquisition officials are exploring sensors, queing and control methods to better enable flying and landing in what is called a “degraded visual environment.”

Photo by EJ Hersom

Evacuation Training
Army medical personnel offload a simulated injured Soldier from an HH-60L Black Hawk helicopter at the Joint Readiness Training Center, Fort Polk, La., Feb. 23. Service members at JRTC 13-04 are 
educated in combat patient care and aeromedical evacuation in a simulated combat environment.

photo by Tech. Sgt. John R. Nimmo

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait — “Tak-
ing off is a choice, landing never is.”

This is the message CW2 Dustin Hisel, 
Tactical Unmanned Aircraft System op-
erations officer, A Company, 1st Special 
Troops Battalion, 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, 4th Infantry Division, drills into 
his unmanned aircraft system operators 
and maintainers daily.

“With any Aviation operations atten-
tion to detail is crucial,” Hisel said. “If 
you miss one step in a checklist you’re 
looking at a potential loss of a ‘bird,’ and 
possibly a loss of life.”

At Camp Buehring, the UAS Soldiers 
can fly and maintain the Shadows con-
stantly, honing their skills in preparation 
for any mission the brigade requires of 
them, said Hisel. 

“I’m a firm believer that flights in sup-
port of real-time combat missions are 

the best training for a [UAS] team,” he 
said. “The downside is that an inexperi-
enced crew can make a mistake and fail 
to get Soldiers on the ground the infor-
mation they need. This deployment is a 
great opportunity for some of my less-
experienced Soldiers to get that experi-
ence without the stakes being so high, 
because we are here to on a partnership 
mission versus a combat operation.”

UAS Soldiers deploy Shadows to fa-
cilitate numerous roles during opera-
tions, from long-range reconnaissance, 
to targeting enemy forces for air or artil-
lery strikes.

Pfc. Alfred Townsend, UAS maintainer 
with A Co., said he relishes the chance to 
work with the Shadow and improve his 
expertise on its systems on a daily basis.

“Coming out here six days a week, 
touching a ‘bird’ every day, gives us an 
amount of experience we can’t match at 

UAS Soldiers in Kuwait train to keep ‘eye in the sky’

Spc. John Vance unmanned aircraft system mechanic, and UAS operators Spc. Luke North and Spc. Adam 
Carpio, all assigned to A Co., 1st Special Troops Battalion, 1st BCT, 4th ID, mount an RQ-7B Shadow 200 UAS 
onto its launcher prior to a training mission at Camp Buehring, Kuwait, Feb. 27.

Photo by Spc. Andrew Ingram

Army Aviation looks to overcome 
‘degraded visual environment’
By Kris Osborn
ASA (ALT) 

By Spc. Andrew Ingram 
Army News Service

See UAS, Page B4

See aviation, Page B4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE
GUNS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

MERCHANDISE FOR RENT

FREE ADS
TREASURE SEEKERS

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
CLERICAL & ADMINISTRATIVE

CUSTOMER SERVICE

INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

INSTRUCTION & TUTORING

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

NEEDTO PLACE AN AD?
It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives
and they will be glad to assist you.

Two Side-by-Side Cemetery Plots C3 and C4
@ Garden of Memory. Plots in Garden Cross
Section. Asking $1300. Each - Contact:
Alex Leath 205-972-1237 or leath@bellsouth.net

Be your own boss and partner with the
world’s largest commercial
cleaning franchise. $20K!

equipment, supplies, training and $5,000.
in monthly customer included.
1-888-273-5264
www.janiking.com

Janitorial Business for sale
Equipment, training and 60K
annual gross $19,500
1-888-273-5264

Restaurant For Sale with Lounge and Oyster
Bar. Seats approx 200. Currently doing Good
Business." Owner looking to retire. Financing
available with down payment. $250,000.
Price NEG! Call 334-684-1700 between 8am-
2pm. Home 850-956-2709 from 3pm-7pm

GUN’s Ithaca M37 3" 12ga. 28" ventev rib bar-
rel gold inlaid NRA 84 of 650 $1000. & Sig Sauer
P-229 40 cal. stainless $700. 334-477-3994.

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

û 3-pc. San Lucas Harness smooth rich faux
leather upholstery, plush comfortable design.
dark brown. 3 yrs old from Ashley Furn, Store

$700. OBO 334-671-1778 706-718-7905

Electric fireplace $100.OBO. 334-389-2680
Engine Hoist & Stand: $135. 334-798-2615
Lift Chair: blue, great cond. $250. 334-389-2680
Purse-VERA BRADLEY PURSE, $20, 334-389-6069
Washer & dryer: $150 for the pair. 334-798-2615

Bloodhound Pups
Taking deposits for regis-
tered /registerable pups.
Litter includes black/tans
& reds (5 males/5 female).
Both parents are regis-
tered and on site. Born on

January 23, 2013. Will be ready for new homes
on March 6, 2013. $650. For more info. or to set
appointment for viewing call 334-726-2561.
Lab pups: Cute & Cuddly! Yellow & Chocolate.
No papers, but parents on premises. 6 weeks
old. 488-5000 or 488-3979.

Miniature Australian
Shepherd Puppies
Beautifully marked red
merles, blue merle,
black tri and red tri.

Males and Female. $400. - $600. NSDR &
ASDR. Call or text for more information.

334-550-9895

Frozen Green
Peanuts
û We also have
shelled peanuts
850-209-3322 or

850-573-6594 r 4128 Hwy 231

Large rolls of Hay for Sale
Bahia & Coastal

Daytime 334-585-3039 ,
after 5pm & weekends 585-5418

Quality Coastal Hay; Large Rolls
Fertiized & Weed Control
r 850-209-9145 q

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract to small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

The City of Daleville Municipal
Court is accepting application for
the position of Court Magistrate.
Job Summary: Responsible for
administrative work in the issuing and
recording of arrest warrants, complaints
and affidavits, granting of bail, receiving
guilty pleas, collection and accountability of
fines and costs, and maintenance of official
court records.

Job Qualifications: Court Magistrate
Certification by the Administrative Office
of Courts preferred. Minimum of one year of
experience in responsible administrative
work in a minimally supervised legal/judicial
environment; requiring public contact and
experience in accounting and cash handling
duties are required. Must be able to qualify
for a Surety Bond. Must comply with an "on
call" schedule. Willingness to work a flexible
schedule, including but not limited to week-
ends and holidays and may require occasion-
al overnight travel. Must possess and obtain
valid driver’s license while employed with
the City of Daleville. Successful applicant is
required to take and pass physical exam and
drug test. Salary: Based on experience.

Opening Date: March 6, 2013
Closing Date: Open until filled

Applications and a complete job description
may be obtained from the Municipal Court
located in the Daleville City Hall. M-F 8-5.
The City of Daleville is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Help Wanted for
a Part-Time employee.
Perfect for a Retiree!
Some heavy lifting
is required.

Please call 334-308-1500 and speak to
Hope or come in at AAA Storage Buildings

1715 Rucker Blvd. Enterprise.

Pest Control seeks Pest Technician
for established route in Enterprise.
Background, Drug and

Driving record checks.
r 334-792-0940 q

Maintenance Technician for properties
located in Troy, Alabama. Housing is
provided. Blue Cross/Blue Shield and
vacation package available. HVAC
certification is a must! This company is a
Drug Free Workplace. Send resumes to
P.O. Box 2208 #654 Opelika, AL 36803.

Busy chiropractic clinic in Enterprise
is looking for a friendly, energetic,

dependable Assistant 30-40 hours/week.
Must be able to work until 6 p.m.

(occasionally later).
Ability to multi-task is a necessity.
Pay per hour + bonuses equals

@ $14 to $15/hour Email resumes to
drhollowell@gmail.com.

FOLLOW YOUR PASSION! Become a Daycare
Director 6 wk. Homestudy Course $300.
Call Mrs. Alaina 334-714-4942 9am - 5pm

Classes Forming Now
for Medical Assisting,
Electrical Trades and

More!
Call Fortis College

Today! 888-202-4813 or
visit www.fortiscollege.edu. For consumer

information visit www.fortis.edu

RAYMOND PLACE APARTMENTS - Updated 3
Bed - 1 Bath apartments, $525. Great location
on the Circle in Enterprise. Lots of Storage.
Walk to ESCC. Check us out! 334-598-4433.

FACTORY DIRECT

Packages From

$4,995
All Welded

All Aluminum Boats

www.xtremeindustries.com

850-547-9500 Bonifay, FL

Triton ’07 188SF Fish and Ski: Mercury Optimax
150HP, 24 volt trolling motor, trailer included,
garage kept, like new conditions, less than
150 hours, $19,000. Call 334-685-3921

Fifth Wheel: 1994 American Star 36 ft Fifth
Wheel. $8,500 OBO. 334-477-2046.

Winnebago 1995 33 ft. Vectra CH&A, auto
leveling, Q-bed, new tires & batteries, new frig,
7.5 onan, Lg. awning and more !
$23,000 OBO 334-585-6689.

Chevrolet 1967 Camaro SS/RS: restored on
original solid body, vin#124377L123529, custom
built big block 454, cranberry red, new cranber-
ry interior, to many restoration items too
mention. Priced at $24,500. See pics and info at
dkestate.wordpress.com. Doug 334-237-1916

$0 Down/1st Payment, Tax, Tag & Title
DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE? GOT BAD CREDIT?
Repos, Slow Credit, Past Bankruptcy OK!
Push, Pull or Drag, Will Trade Anything!
BRING IN YOUR W2 OR LAST PAY STUB!!
RIDE TODAY! Steve Pope 334-803-9550

BMW 2005 X3 - white with tan interior, 165,000
miles, V6, auto, excellent condition, full sun-
roof. $10,000, 850-263-4913

CHEVY 1995 CAPRICE -Clean, runs great, cold
air, fully loaded $3,800 OBO 334-355-1085

Chevy 2012 Malibu, like new! $200 down, $249
per month. Call Steve 791-8243

Ford 1985 Mustang - White, good condition, all
original parts. 90,951 miles. Call 334-494-0837
or email bccolwell2@aol.com

FORD 2007 EXPLORER XLT - "IRONMAN " -
SILVER, 37,000 MILES. SHOWROOM QUALITY,
NEW CONDITION, CAN BE SEEN AT LEMON
LOT, 166 WESTGATE PARKWAY, DOTHAN, AL
AFTER 2-24-2013. PHONE 334-699-1666

Honda 1992 Accord: 4 door, cold AC, nice car,
champagne, fully loaded. $3395.
Call 334-792-8018

Honda 2007 Accord: EXL-V6, FSBO (MPG 20/29)
4 DR, one owner with leather heated front
seats, loaded with options including power
moonroof. Excellent condition, 77,400 miles.
$13,900. Call 794-2210 or 714-4107 for more de-
tails.

Honda 2007 CRV EX, Super Sharp! Must sell,
$200 down, $269 per month. Call Steve 791-
8243.

Honda 2008 Fit, low miles, under warranty,
must sell! $200 down, $209 per month. Call Ron
Ellis 714-0028.

Hyundai 2009 Elantra, sunroof, loaded Must
Sell! $200 down, $199 per month. Call Ron Ellis
714-0028.

Mazda 2010 6 S Touring
21,000 miles. 4 cyl.
Silver with gray leather
interior. One owner,
non-smoker, garage kept.

Beautiful inside and out. $14,900. 334-806-6004.

Toyota 2010 Yaris 4 dr. Sedan A/C,
stero system, 82K miles, good on gas
$10,500. 850-592-2937

Toyota 2011 Yaris: silver with black interior, 4
door sedan, bucket seats, one owner, automat-
ic, 5980 miles, 40MPG Hwy, $13,995. Call or
Text 334-618-6588 LIKE NEW !!

1994 FXSTC Softail Custom
Harley Davidson

Excellent condition and
kept in the garage. Must
see to appreciate. Price is
fixed. Mileage 23,000. Call

day time 334-828-1536 and night 334-791-9855

2005 VT 1100C Shadow
Spirit: black and chrome,
good condition, like new,
3400 miles, one owner,
clean title never wrecked,
new tires. Asking $6,300.

Call 334-596-1171

2010 Ningbo Dongfang
250cc motorcycle. Rode
only 6 times. Never tag-
ged. Asking $250. Please
call 334-393-7034 after
5pm and leave message.

Harley-Davidson 2003 Fat Boy - 2003 100th An-
niversary Edition Harley Davidson Fat Boy.
Turquoise and navy with gold inlay custom
paint. $8,000 in chrome added to the bike. Al-
so comes with the original tank and fender,
which is gray blue, motorcycle lift, touring bag,
custom cleaning kit, many extras and special
tools! Call 334-494-0837 or email
bccolwell2@aol.com

2011 Harley Davidson
Super Glide Custom

cool blue pearl & vivid
black, garage kept,
10K mi. full factory
warranty. Driving lights,

passenger back rest, luggage rack, quick
release windshield, anit-theft system with
/pager, cruise pegs, oil pressure gauge,

dust cover included
r $12,900 334-598-0061 or 334-432-4372

Absolutely Pristine-
û You will not be disappointed û

Harley Davidson 2000 Ultra Classic Tour Glide:
loaded plus extras, blue and silver, only 8500
miles, new tires. $8,300. Call 334-585-5396

Harley-Davidson 2003 Fat Boy - black 100th An-
niversary, FLSTFI, 12,800 miles, $5,300 Serious
buyers!KELLER9944@GMAIL.COM, 334-232-3388

Suzuki 1988 650CC Savage/Boulevard:
completely rebuilt engine, bored .20 over, new
brakes, clutch and more . 24 inch seat height,
weigth 350lbs. Very Nice. $2500. 850-722-8962.

Chevrolet 2004 Tahoe LT - 1 OWNER, DARK
GREEN, 5.3 V8, 2WD, AUTO TRANS, ALL PWR,
FULLY LOADED, LEATHER, ON-STAR, XM RADIO,
TOW PACKAGE, REAR A/C, 3RD ROW SEATS,
LIKE NEW. ALL MAINTAINANCE RECORDS. ASK-
ING $9,750, 334-347-0600 AFTER 6 PM

Lincoln 2006 Navigator,
Loaded with all options,
asking $14,000.
334-618-2695.

Chevrolet 1988 Silverado .
Blue & white, 2 door,
350 V8. Runs good.
$3,500.
Call 334-794-6579

Chevrolet 2005 Silverado Ext Cab 1500: blue,
automatic V6 4.3, 6½ft bed with Rhino liner,
good condition, one owner, low mileage with
only 43k, $10,200. NEG. Call 334-596-4782 —

Chevrolet Silverado LS,
step side, ext cab, 4
door, V-8, automatic,
loaded, tool box, side
steps, 134,850 miles, like

new, $9995. Call 334-790-7959.

Ford 2003 Ranger Edge ext. cab good condition
89K miles, $5,900. 334-446-0044 - Susan

Ford 2010 F250 Super Duty Super Cab Lariat:
white, fully loaded, 4X4, low miles, excellent
condition $37,500. Call 334-685-2318

John Deere 1981 Backhoe and Gooseneck
20ft Trailer: $6,000. Call 334-714-0586
KMC 4-Row Planters , good cond. with 3 sets of
seed plates, $1600. 2-Row Cultivator w/ vine
cutters $375. Massy Ferguson 2-Row bottom
plow $350. 334-791-4742

Massey Ferguson Tractor md#1215 w/MF220 \
5 ft. mower, good cond. $6700. 334-797-8523.

Nissan 2000 Frontier ext. cab 2-wheel drive,
auto, 104K miles, $5500. OBO 334-726-1215.

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$325 & s Complete Cars
CALL 334-702-4323 OR 334-714-6285

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

WE PAY Ca$H

FOR JUNK CARS!!!!!!

Call 334-493-6226

BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

LAWN SERVICES

Classifieds
have

what you are
looking for.

PHIL’S CONCRETE, LLC.
"Affordable Small Job Specialist"
Driveways, Sidewalkes & Patios
35 Years Experience
Free Estimates

∂ Call Phil 334-401-1689 ∂

Delight Cleaning ServiCe

Licensed & Insured

• Home • Church • Commercial
Best service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

Payne’s Lawn Service
GRASS CUTTING • EDGING • TRIMMING •YARD CLEANING

Robert Payne
Cell: 334-447-7527

334-475-3179
Licensed & Insured

We Beat Anyone’s Price!
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ecutive Office Aviation is to make sure we 
take a holistic approach within DOD, so 
that we fully understand all of the ongoing 
efforts that are contributors toward a DVE 
solution,” said Mike Herbst, assistant PEO, 
Engineering and Technology,

The Army’s strategy for approaching 
DVE emerged, in part, from the service’s 
participation in an Office of the Secretary of 
Defense-led Helicopter Survivability Task 
Force, which launched a rotorcraft surviv-
ability study in 2009, Herbst explained. 

“One of the results of this effort,” Herbst 
added, “was that the individual services 
were asked to conduct their own studies to 
see where and how helicopter mishaps oc-
curred. 

“The Army brought subject-matter experts 
together and assembled a working group 
to dig into accident circumstances. Many 
turned out to be DVE-related, and this has 
helped shape the Army’s resolve in address-
ing this problem,” Herbst explained. 

“This working group included experts 
from the Army’s Training and Doctrine 
Command, the Army’s Aviation Center of 
Excellence, the Army Combat Readiness 
Center, and the Aviation and Missile Re-
search Development and Engineering Cen-
ter, Redstone Arsenal, as well as program 
safety officers across the service,” Herbst 
said.

Sensor solutions
“Various technological capabilities and 

‘sensor’ solutions are a critical component 
to the Army’s DVE strategy. The approach 
is to create a common set of technical stan-
dards so that different sensing solutions 
can more quickly and easily be integrated 
within a common architectural backbone,” 
said George O’Boyle, Aviation Network and 

Missions Planning DVE project lead, Avia-
tion Systems Project Office. 

“With any type of future capability, we 
want to use commonality to leverage soft-
ware solutions in a modular fashion,” said 
O’Boyle.

In fact, the overall effort to build hardware 
and software to a specific set of common 
Internet Protocol standards is a large part 
of what Program Executive Office Aviation 
calls Future Airborne Capability Environ-
ment, explained Col. Anthony Potts, former 
project manager, Aviation Systems and cur-
rent director, Plans, Programs and Resourc-
es, Office of the Assistant Secretary of the 
Army, Acquisition, Logistics and Technol-
ogy. 

According to Potts, the FACE effort in-
volves a collaborative effort between gov-
ernment and industry to identify an estab-
lished set of technical standards so that new 
software and hardware can seamlessly con-
nect with existing systems on Aviation plat-
forms. 

The FACE effort has already resulted in 
substantial savings; it is a key portion of the 
Army’s Common Operating Environment, 
or COE approach, a method of identifying 
and implementing a common set of IP stan-
dards as a way to better facilitate integration 
of emerging capabilities, quicken the devel-
opmental cycle and lower costs wherever 
possible, Potts said. 

“The common set of standards for FACE 
has to do with the process by which software 
is built and documented. Previously we had 
to do a lot of code re-writing for every plat-
form because each one had a different oper-
ating system,” Potts said. 

As a result, the Army’s DVE sensor plan is 
to establish a common software architecture 
that is “sensor agnostic,” meaning it will be 
engineered with a “plug-and-play” capabil-
ity to accommodate a wide range of sensor 

applications. This plan will create an open-
architecture backbone able to keep pace with 
rapid technological change and quickly in-
tegrate new solutions as they emerge, Potts 
added. 

In response to a U.S. Central Command 
Operational Needs Statement issued in 2011, 
the Army is acquiring a limited number of 
sensors. These sensors are designed to help 
crews navigate through “brown-out” or 
DVE-type circumstances. The Helicopter 
Autonomous Landing System sensors use 
94 Gigahertz millimeter wave radar tech-
nology to provide helicopter crews with an 
ability to see through obscurants, O’Boyle 
explained. 

“The millimeter wave radar technology 
provides a known penetrating capability,” 
O’Boyle said. 

Over the longer term, however, HALS 
and other millimeter wave radar technolo-
gies will be evaluated by Army developers 
alongside a wide range of other sensing ca-
pabilities. Some of these capabilities may 
include Forward Looking Infrared technolo-
gies, as well as Laser Detection and Ranging 
sensors which use applications to “paint” or 
provide a detailed picture of a given landing 
area. 

“Our concept is to move forward with a 
sensor integration program, depending upon 
resources and technology. The first phase of 
the DVE sensor program will be to study all 
these alternatives once a Materiel Develop-
ment Decision is completed. We will then 
turn to the project manager to develop solu-
tions. We’ve got technology in the pipeline 
to execute a program like this,” Herbst ex-
plained. 

Queuing
Various “queuing” technologies can also 

help helicopter pilots by providing air crews 
with key navigational information designed 

to greatly assist efforts to address DVE con-
ditions. 

“For instance, Program Manager Air War-
rior, with Program Executive Office - Soldier, 
is currently developing a helmet-mounted 
display technology able to provide air crews 
with a 3D symbology,” said O’Boyle and 
Herbst. 

“This symbology, which provides air-
crews with information from inertial naviga-
tion and GPS sensors, is designed to assist 
pilots in flying the aircraft to the ground,” 
O’Boyle said. 

“This helmet-mounted display is an up-
grade to the current heads-up display system. 
The current system is a single-monochrome 
display fixed to the helmet, whereas the new 
one has a color display so the pilot will get 
a clearer picture and be able to see the sym-
bology much better,” said Fred Reed, DVE 
SME from the Aviation and Missile Research 
Development and Engineering Center. 

“Also, drawing from inertial navigation 
as well as information from a Digital Terrain 
Elevation Database, which contains maps of 
most of the earth’s surface, pilots using this 
new helmet-mounted display are able to see 
where they are in relation to the ground and 
surrounding terrain,” O’Boyle said.

Overall, the Army’s approach to DVE is 
oriented toward leveraging the best available 
sensor technologies while simultaneously 
engineering a technical environment where-
in next-generation capabilities can easily be 
integrated at lower costs. At the same time, 
the approach is multi-pronged, meaning it 
will emphasize sensor technology solutions 
alongside advanced flight controls, and key 
advances in “queuing” technologies. 

In total, this integrated approach is aimed 
at increasing air-crew safety and survivabil-
ity while also helping to provide them every 
conceivable tactical and operational advan-
tage, service officials emphasized.’

Fort Carson (Colo.),” Townsend 
said. “We encounter new prob-
lems every day, and we find 
new ways to solve them. We 
can’t gain that experience from 
reading a book or a manual; 
experience has to be gained by 
doing.”

The UAS platoon’s current 
training regimen consists of 
preparing the Shadow for flight, 
launching it, maintaining a flight 

pattern and landing safely.
Hisel said their training pro-

gram will expand into more 
complex operations as his Sol-
diers continue to sharpen their 
skills.

“Back at Fort Carson we 
would spend two weeks to a 
month in the field training, and 
we may spend half that time 
getting into a good rhythm,” 
said Spc. John Szymanski, UAS 
operator with A Co.

“Here at Camp Buehring, we 

spent the past couple weeks 
working out all the bugs and 
learning local flight proce-
dures. That means we can spend 
the rest of our time here fly-
ing, training and preparing for 
whatever mission our command 
passes down to us.”

While flight preparation time 
varies depending on a flight 
crew’s experience, Szyman-
ski said a well-trained team can 
prepare one Shadow while an-
other flies to facilitate continu-

ous UAS operations.
“Not all of us are at that level 

yet, but we have some very ex-
perienced veterans in this pla-
toon who are squaring us away,” 
he said. 

Hisel said he looks forward to 
enhancing his Soldiers’ knowl-
edge, skills and proficiency dur-
ing the platoon’s time at Camp 
Buehring.

“I expect excellence out of 
these Soldiers every minute of 
every day, and I don’t think I 

could have asked for a better 
group of people,” Hisel said. 
“Some of these guys are pretty 
junior, but we have enough ex-
perience to train this platoon to 
an extremely high standard. I 
think we have the potential to 
be the best UAS platoon in the 
Army.” 

The UAS Soldiers of A Co. 
will continue training with the 
Shadow and perfecting their 
skills throughout the “Raider” 
Brigade’s deployment.
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Aviation: Approach increases safety, survivability
Continued from Page B1

UAS: Training will continuously expand as Soldiers sharpen skills
Continued from Page B1
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FAMILY DENTISTRY • COSMETIC DENTISTRY
IMPLANT DENTISTRY

Mon-Thurs 7:30am-5:00pm • Fri 7:30am-12:00pm

ENTERPRISE DENTAL ASSOCIATES
Larry T. Howell, D.M.D. S. Jill Spurlin, D.M.D.

1205 N. Boll Weevil Circle
Enterprise, AL

334.347.9564

Accepting New Patients

598-1794
756 N. Daleville Ave

Daleville, AL

(Outside Daleville/Ft Rucker Gate)

HOME OF THE
WORLD RENOWN
BREAKFAST BURRITO

Nothing could be finer...than eating at THE DINER!

St Paddy’s Daily Special

JOIN US Sunday, March 17TH

4TH Annual
St. Paddy’s Day Dinner!
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Community
HEalth
Surgeon general 
defines Performance 
Triad roll out

Story on Page C5

Attendees of this year’s Chil-
dren’s Festival can expect to see 
brilliant colors from thousands of 
kites, decorated eggs, inflatables, 
crafts and games that will be fea-
tured at the Easter event that cel-
ebrates and showcases military 
children.

The festival is the celebration 
kickoff to Month of the Military 
Child in April. It’s an opportunity 
to celebrate and honor the young 
military heroes, the military chil-
dren, in the most colorful and fun 
way, according to Janice Erdlitz, 
Directorate of Family, Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation market-
ing director.

“Our military youth show in-
credible strength in their daily 
lives. We often forget the impact 
the military lifestyle puts on a 
child. The Children’s Festival is 
our thank you to the service our 
youth display daily in their lives 
as military children,” she ex-
plained.

The free event will be held at 
the Festival Fields March 23 from 
1-4 p.m. and offers plenty of ac-
tivities for the entire Family to en-
joy. Activities include inflatables, 
a magic show, crafts, kite flying 
and even a baby race.

The third annual Diaper Derby 
is open to all crawling babies no 
older than 15 months and will be 
held on physical fitness mats un-
der a canopy where racers will be 
safe. 

More than 4,000 people are ex-
pected to attend the ninth annual 
Children’s Festival where more 
than 14,000 plastic eggs will be 
stuffed and hidden for children’s 
amusement, and where a festive, 
white rabbit just might make an 
appearance for photos. 

“This is going to be one of the 

biggest [festivals] in Fort Rucker 
history,” said Kimberly Abeln, 
DFMWR annual events coordi-
nator. “New to this year’s event 
are a trackless train and a special 
guest appearance that you won’t 
want to miss.”

Patrons will be able to build 
paper kites, while supplies last, 
and are encouraged to bring kites 
from home as the egg hunt field 
will turn into a kite flying field 
from 2-4 p.m.

The Easter egg hunt is the sig-
nature piece of the event where 
children can win all sorts of 
prizes, according to Erdlitz, who 
added that a special area will be 
available for children younger 
than 3 to hunt eggs. 

“There will be 50 regular prize 
tickets hidden within the eggs in 
each of the four egg hunts, which 
can win anything from crayons 
and magic tricks to books and 
puzzles. There will also be two 
grand prizes per egg hunt and 
winners of these will receive any-
thing from remote controlled he-
licopters to digital cameras,” said 
Abeln. 

The egg hunt times are divided 
by ages. Ages 0-3 can pick up 
their eggs at the Diaper Derby 
tent throughout the day, ages 4-6 
will begin their egg hunt at 1:30 
p.m., and ages 7-9 and 10-12 will 
each have half of the egg hunt 
field at 1:45 p.m. For safety rea-
sons, adults and strollers will not 

be allowed on the field during the 
egg hunts.

Though the festival caters to 
children 0-12 years of age, all 
ages are welcome to enjoy the 
event, according to Abeln.

“There will be multiple crafts 
and activities for children to 
choose from throughout the day. 
Kids can participate in beading, 
painting, sand art, giant games and 
many other interactive booths,” 
she said. “In addition, there will 
be a magic show at 2 and 3:30 
p.m. and the Warrant Officer 
Career College will be hosting a 
confidence course for those kids 
with a sense of adventure.”

The festival is a great event to 
kick off Month of the Military 

Child, according to Abeln, be-
cause it is a Family-friendly event 
where Families can spend time 
together while having fun.

“DFMWR strives to provide 
Soldiers, civilians and their Fami-
lies a quality of life commensurate 
with their service and sacrifice. 
One of the many ways we accom-
plish this is by providing [events 
like the Children’s Festival.] This 
festival is one of my favorites,” 
she said. “I love organizing and 
implementing events that create 
lasting memories for our Soldiers 
and their Families.” 

Because Fort Rucker doesn’t 
have a large deploying popula-
tion, Erdlitz said it is the perfect 
event for Families.

“The entire event is geared 
for Families and celebrating our 
military youth. It’s one of the big 
events where a complete Family 
unit can attend together,” she said 
adding that officials at DFMWR 
want the focus to be on military 
children. 

The Pinwheels for Prevention 
Family Fun Run/Walk will also 
take place March 23 as part of 
Child Abuse Prevention Month. 
The run begins at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness 
Facility. Registration the day of 
the event is free and will be held 
at 9 a.m. Participants can run or 
walk to take a stand against child 
abuse and then join the fun at the 
festival.

Multiple food vendors will 
be serving a variety of food and 
drinks for purchase at the festival. 
There will also be a few merchan-
dise vendors for patrons looking 
for a unique gift.

If there is inclement weather, 
the event will be moved to the 
Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fit-
ness Facility. People can check 
out the event’s Facebook page for 
event updates.

Soldiers and Families looking to plan vacations vis-
ited the 25th annual Travel Extravaganza March 6 to 
find new places to journey to while taking advantage of 
deals and discounts. 

The event is growing every year with more explorers 
wanting to plan, travel and discover the tri-state area, 
and officials were happy with both vendor and attend-
ee participation and attendance, according to Kristen 
Hartwell, leisure travel services program manager.

“We had 811 people come this year. The 54 vendors 
who came from all around gave participants new and 
updated information regarding their particular venue,” 
she said. “It’s a very fun event. It’s just for people to 
see what there is to do in their time off, and people 
don’t have to travel far if they don’t want to, to have a 
good time.”

There were booths from all over the South — Geor-
gia, Florida, Tennessee, and Missouri,  as well as from 
local areas such as Enterprise and Foley — to booths 
about national and international travel where people 
could get information — and even passport applica-
tions — about traveling abroad on open seas or to for-
eign locales.

CW2 Ian Cock, C. Company, 1st Battalion, 212th 
Aviation Regiment, and his Family like to stay local 
when it comes to their adventures and went to the event 
in order to find a fun trip for his daughter’s upcoming 
birthday. 

“This (event) is really helpful. I think Fort Rucker 
did a great job in putting this together. Its hard being 
in flight school to go anywhere, so any help is appreci-
ated,” he said. “I have never seen a travel event at a 

post before. It’s really great.” 
Among the vendors were tourism departments, cham-

bers of commerce, hotels, amusement parks and even 
representatives from the Directorate of Morale, Wel-
fare and Recreation. Others included Talladega Super 
Speedway and Medieval Times.

“We have a lot of military personnel that are pas-
sionate about NASCAR, so it’s a great opportunity for 
everyone. Anytime a base lets the community come in 
to educate its Soldiers about what is in the local area is 
great awareness,” said Tom Patterson, senior director 
of ticket sales and marketing Talladega Super Speed-
way. 

The casino-themed event also featured door prizes 
and giveaways that ranged from weekend getaways 
and gift cards to amusement park entries and rounds 
of golf. Many vendors that were not in attendance still 
gave away door prizes.

One local vendor from Enterprise keeps participat-
ing in the event because it gives people a chance to be 
educated on what they are all about.

“The event is outstanding; there are so many vendors 
here offering a lot of opportunities to people who want 
and like to travel, not only in Alabama but in several 
nearby states,” said Jenny Jones, board member of Cof-
fee County Arts Alliance. “So many people, especially 
those who live and work on base, don’t know what the 
area offers and this event lets them see all the things 
that can entertain them.”

Some adventurers who attended the event said they 
came because they like to find good deals, discounts 
and coupons, as well as find new places to explore.

“I come every year. I like to see the new booths that 
come. I want to find places that venture off the map 
a little bit and I can find them sometimes here,” said 

Stacey Rand, civilian.
“I like to come because I can find good discount cou-

pons and ideas for my upcoming vacations. I like to 
find places that I didn’t know about before. I like to 
get away from the same-old same-old. I like to explore 
new places and this event helps me find places that I 
would have never found on my own,” said Shay Col-
lins, civilian.

Leisure travel services also provides discounted tick-
ets to various amusement parks, theme parks, cruises 
and venues throughout the surrounding states year 
round for Soldiers and their Families.

“Soldiers are the hardest working people around and 
if we can do anything to help them and their Families, 
offer any type of discount we can, that’s a benefit to 
them,” said Hartwell. “Holding an event like this for 
our Soldiers shows that Fort Rucker is very unique and 
shows that DFMWR is here for our Soldiers.”

Dennis Nagel, retired military, stops to speak with Brock and Miriam 
Wells at the Foley, Ala., booth during the 25th annual Travel Extrava-
ganza March 6.

Photo by Sara E. Martin

Travel Extravaganza provides vacation info, deals
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Corbin Grey, military child, gets some help from a group of warrant officer candidates as he runs an obstacle course during 
a previous Children’s Festival. The annual event returns March 23 from 1-4 p.m. at the festival fields.

file photo

Upcoming post event promises to colorfully soar  
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CYSS Job College 
Fair

Child, youth and school ser-
vices hosts its second annual 
Job College Fair Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the youth 
center. The fair is designed to 
help teens looking for jobs or 
information on preparing for 
college. Prospective employ-
ers and college representatives 
will be available at the fair. 

For more, call 255-0666.

Mission IMPROVable 
– Entertainment 
Show

The Landing hosts MIS-
SION IMPROVable Friday 
from 8-9:30 p.m. The agents 
of the MISSION IMPROVable 
Comedy Team will perform an 
original comedy production, 
based on audience suggestions. 
Tickets are $10 in advance or 
$15 at the door. The event is 
open to ages 18 and older. 

For more, call 255-9810.

Understanding Credit 
Workshop

Army Community Service 
will host a free Understand-
ing Credit Workshop Wednes-
day from 4-5:30 p.m. at Bldg. 
5700, Rm.371A. The discus-
sion will focus on the three 
main types of credit: mortgag-
es, auto loans and credit cards. 
Credit reports and credit scores 
will also be discussed, includ-
ing the best ways to ensure 
people have an error free credit 
report and an excellent credit 
score. The workshop will also 
feature a discussion of the Fair 
Credit Billing Act and the Fair 
Credit Reporting Act. Accred-
ited financial counselors with 
the ACS Financial Readiness 
Program and credit managers 
from the Army Aviation Center 
Federal Credit Union will fa-
cilitate the workshop. 

For more, call 255-1037.

Get REAL
Fort Rucker’s Army Family 

Team Building hosts its Get 
REAL class – Rucker Experi-
ence, Army Learning – to help 
those who may be a bit con-
fused by Army life Wednesday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
The Commons, Bldg. 8950. 
Topics in the class will include 
acronyms, Army customs and 
courtesies, military ranks, com-
munity resources and more. 
The class also helps people 
make new friends and learn 
more about Fort Rucker. Ad-
vance registration is required. 

For more, call 255-2382.

Vegetable Gardening 
in the South

The Center Library hosts 
Vegetable Gardening in the 
South March 30 from 3–4 p.m. 
The free class will provide 
information on the basic re-
quirements needed to achieve 
a healthy and beautiful gar-
den. Topics will include soil 
preparation, pest control, light 
and water requirements, under-
standing information provided 
on commercial plant label-
ing, planting times, fertilizer 
requirements, zone distinc-
tions, mulching and gardening 
styles. 

For more, call 255-3885. 

Easter Brunch
The Landing hosts its Easter 

Brunch March 31 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the ballroom. Prices 
are $18.95 for adults, $8.95 for 
ages 6-12, $4.95 for ages 3-5, 
and children 2 and younger eat 
for free. There is also a military 
Family special, which includes 
dining for two adults and two 
children, for $45. Reservations 
are strongly recommended. 

For more, call 598-2426.

Mother Rucker’s 
Easter closure

Mother Rucker’s Sports Bar 

will be closed on Easter Sun-
day, March 31 and will return 
to normal business hours April 
1. 

For more, call 503-0396.

Spouse-to-Spouse 
Sponsorship Training

Army Community Service 
hosts its Spouse-to-Spouse 
Sponsorship Training program 
March 22 from 9-10 a.m. at 
The Commons. The training is 
open to active duty, retiree, and 
Army civilian spouses that are 
interested in sponsoring and 
welcoming new spouses to the 
Fort Rucker community. 

For more, call 255-3735.

Steak Night 
Every Monday starting at 

5 p.m. is Steak Night at The 
Landing Zone. The special fea-
tures an 8-oz. Flat Iron Steak 
with a baked potato or fries 
for $8, with the purchase of a 
beverage. Add a side salad for 
an additional $1. Other sides 
are also available for purchase. 
This special is limited to the 
first 100 guests per night, is 
available for dine in only and 
limited to one per guest. The 
offer is not valid with any other 
coupons or promotions.  

For more, call 598-8025.

Wing Night
Every Wednesday in The 

Landing Zone is Traditional 
Wing Night starting at 4 p.m. 
The special features six wings 
for $3, 10 wings for $4.75 or 
15 wings for $7 with the pur-
chase of a beverage. The offer 
is not valid with any other cou-
pons or promotions and is for 
dine-in only. 

For more, call 598-8025.

BOSS March Madness 
Tailgate Party

Fort Rucker’s Better Op-
portunities for Single Soldiers 
will hold its tailgate party dur-
ing March Madness Sweet 16 
March 24 from 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m. at Bldg. 8350. This is a 
free event for single Soldiers. 

For more, call 255-9404.

Teen Book Club
The Center Library hosts its 

Teen Book Club March 21 from 
4-5 p.m. to allow teens to con-
nect and share their passion for 
reading. A new title is featured 
every month, and teens meet to 
talk and share their thoughts on 
the book. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

For more, call 255-3885.

On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Thrift Savings Plan: The Basics
Army Community Service hosts a free seminar, The Thrift Savings Plan: The Basics, March 28 from 6-8 p.m. at the Bowden Neighborhood Center. The seminar will 
explain what the TSP is, how it works, how it can work best for people and answer other questions covering TSP essentials, to include mutual fund basics and 
positioning money for long-term growth. Registration for the seminar closes March 27 and space is limited. No childcare will be provided.
For more, call 255-2594 or 255-9631.

Army graphic by C. Todd Lopez



Whether you realize it or not, 
you are being affected by your 
surroundings on a daily and 
nightly basis. The manner you 
are being affected depends on 
your situational awareness and 
resiliency efforts.  

For instance, the weather: 
weather can have a dramatic and 
even a traumatic impact upon 
your body and spirit. I guaran-
tee you that if you don’t see the 
sun for 30 days due to inclement 
weather, your body will suffer 
from Vitamin D deficiency and 
your spirit will be gloomy. On 
the other hand, three days in the 
sun and you will feel good, ener-
getic and more sociable.  

Another instance on how ex-
ternal forces affect you: have you 
ever walked into a house or room 
or an abode and felt uneasy, un-
comfortable or even fearful?  

I remember when I was in Ha-
waii with my son and we were 
just about to get into the car. My 
spirit felt very on guard and my 
“spidey senses” were on red alert 

for some reason. I looked around 
and saw an individual walking 
in my direction. I sensed trouble 
and told my son to get in the car 
and let’s get out of here. 

Shortly after, I asked my son if 
he felt the same way I did, and 
he did! Again, an unseen force 
impacted my spirit with fear and 
my body moved! That’s how it 
works. The body will follow the 
spirit every time.  

Another example in my coun-
seling session with couples: the 
couple sits down apart from one 
another. I sense and feel the ten-
sion that is between them. The 
tension is so thick that you can 
cut it with a knife. 

I can go on and on with exam-
ples, but I trust you know what I 
am talking about.

It is imperative that your spirit 
be sensitive to your surround-
ings when you are with people 
or should you be alone. There are 
seen and unseen forces at work, 
and you need discernment at all 
times lest you be caught unawares 
and unduly suffer any physical or 
emotional consequences.  

There are people hurting in-
side and it is very easy to slip by 
them without feeling a thing. If 

you pay close attention to their 
body or facial gestures, you will 
receive clues. People are like 
signs, but you need to know how 
to read them. What rewards there 
are when you are able to do this 
with your significant other!  

So pay attention to what is 
going on inside of you and on 

the outside. In some mysterious 
manner, I believe we are connect-
ed to everything. We just have to 
exercise this gift. I believe God 
has implanted the ability within 
us to connect to our environment 
and, more importantly, to people, 
if we just observe and make an 
effort to tune in.  

So, tune in to people. Get in-
volved in their lives. If you are a 
leader, this is your responsibility.  
Tuning in is all about situational 
awareness or gaining intra-per-
sonal skills and inter-personal 
skills.  

May God bless you for being 
tuned in.
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Pick-of-
the-litter
Meet King, a male tiger striped cat. He is a nice, 
big boy with a gentle, loving personality towards 
people and other cats. He has already been 
neutered. King is $81 to adopt, which includes 
neutering, a microchip and heartworm testing. 
For more information on animal adoptions, call 
the stray facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The facility needs donations such as 
dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and 
puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. 
Donations can be dropped off at the veterinary 
clinic or the commissary. Visit the Fort Rucker 
stray facility’s Facebook page at http:// 
www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ 
for constant updates on the newest animals 
available for adoption. 

Courtesy photo

Chaplain: External forces impact body, soul
By Chaplain (Maj.) 
Rory Rodriquez
Fort Rucker Spiritual 
Life Center

Need A Home???

3 BEDRM
2 FULL BATH

2 CAR GARAGE

1) No Money Down
2) Cheaper Than Rent,

Approx. $750.00 A Month
(A Comparable Rental would
be about $1,200 Monthly.)

3) 500 Square Foot Storage
4) 1 Mile from Rucker gate
5) Many Extras not usually

found in a home priced this low.
6) Appraised at $167,000.00

You will have positive
equity when you move-in,
build additional equity when
you make monthly payments
in your own home.

You Cannot Lose!
7) Ready to move in.

BRAND
NEW

Only $144,900.00

334-449-1864

Church
Directory

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Traditional Worship Service
8:30 am & 11:00 am

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45 am
The Gathering - Youth

5:45 pm
Sunday School

10:00 am
Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Main St • Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Religious 
Services
Worship services

Except as noted, all services 
are on Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Bldg. 109

Multi-Cultural Worship Service 
8 a.m., Sunday

Main Post Chapel, 
Bldg. 8940

9 a.m. Catholic Mass, Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship 

Service, Sunday
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass, 

Tuesday-Friday 
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions, 

Saturday 
5 p.m. Catholic Mass, Saturday

Wings Chapel, Bldg. 
6036

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday 
School

10:45 a.m. Chapel Next Con-
temporary Worship Protestant 
Service.

Spiritual Life Center, 
Bldg. 8939

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday 
School

10:45 a.m. CCD (except during 
summer months).

Bible studies
9 a.m. Protestant Women 

of the Chapel, Wings Chapel, 
Tuesday 

11 a.m. Above the Best Bible 
Study, Yano Hall, Wednesday 

Visit us online at www.armyflier.com.
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DOTHAN — An exhibit col-
lecting the stories of Holocaust 
survivors now living in Alabama 
opened this week at the Dothan 
Campus as part of Troy Univer-
sity’s ongoing Year of Holocaust 
Remembrance.

“Darkness Into Life: Alabama 
Holocaust Survivors Through 
Photography and Art,” an exhib-
it on loan from the Birmingham 
Holocaust Education Center, 
will be on display inside the ex-
hibit hall on the first floor of the 
Library/Technology Building 
through April 26.

Featuring the stories of 20 
Holocaust survivors, the exhibit 
consists of photos, paintings and 
narratives by the survivors that 

teach the history of the Holo-
caust and offer a rich under-
standing of its impact on these 
individuals and their Families.

“Darkness Into Life” is part 
of a Year of Holocaust Remem-
brance at Troy, which has includ-
ed a number of special events, 
exhibits and lectures designed to 
explore the history and lasting 
effects of the Holocaust.  

For more information about 
the Year of Holocaust Remem-
brance, contact the office of 
sponsored programs at (334) 
670-3102. 

The “Darkness Into Life” ex-
hibit is sponsored by Troy, Tem-
ple Emanu-El, the Troy-Pike 
Cultural Arts Center, the Ala-
bama Humanities Foundation 
and the Birmingham Holocaust 
Education Center.

Troy University  
Press Release

ANDALUSIA
Ongoing  — The American Legion 

Post 80 hosts bingo nights Tuesdays 
and Fridays at the Legion Hall, 32335 
N. US Hwy. 29, from 4:30-9 p.m. The 
organization also has a dance, with live 
music, every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. All proceeds from the bingo events go 
to help local veterans and their Families, 
as well as causes such as Girls State, Boys 
State and scholarships for high school 
students. For more information, call 222-
7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.
org.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of 

Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber 
of Commerce office in the Daleville 
Cultural and Convention Center. For 
more information, call 598-6331.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard 
Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 
every third Thursday of the month at 7 
p.m.  Breakfast is served on Sundays, 
and games and TVs are available for 
entertainment.  The meetings are open to 
all. Post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  

For more information, call 598-6211, 
598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187. 

DOTHAN
Friday and Saturday — The 

Featured Players Theatre will present “7 
Dwarfs, 2 Kids, and A Candy House” 
Friday and Saturday. This is a children’s 
production, combining the tales of Snow 
White, and Hansel and Gretel. Admission 
is $10 for adults, $6 for children, show 
starts at 7 p.m. For tickets, call 673-1243 
or e-mail featuredplayers@yahoo.com. 
Visit www.featuredplayers.webs.com for 
additional information. 

Saturday — Landmark Park will 
offer visitors a glimpse into what rural 
life was like over a century ago during 
the 30th annual Spring Farm Day from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The day’s activities 
will include demonstrations of plowing 
with mules and horses, and blacksmith-
ing. Other activities include music, a quilt 
display, story and poetry reciting, soap 
making, sewing clothes, weaving and 
children’s activities. Admission is $8 for 
adults, $6 for senior citizens and active 
military, $4 for children and free for chil-
dren ages 2 and younger. Park members 
are admitted free. For more information, 
visit www.landmarkpark.com or call 794-
3452.

Now-April 8 — The photos from 
the Landmark Park Photography Contest 
can now be viewed. The exhibit is free 
with paid gate admission. For more infor-
mation, call 794-3452.

March—The Wiregrass Museum of 
Art will have its Youth Art Month exhibi-
tion all month long. Events include free 
guided gallery tours Tuesday from 11 a.m. 
to noon; Inspired Studio for Kids: Fun 
with Sculpture today and March 21 from 
4-5 p.m.; and free Make-and-Take Art 
Saturday and March 23 from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. For more information, call 794-3871 
ext. 25 or visit wiregrassmuseum.org.

March 21 — Pumps and Pearls will 
be held at the Mercedes-Benz of Dothan 
from 6:30-9 p.m. Benefiting Covenant 
Hospice, Pumps and Pearls is a Ken-
tucky Derby-themed cocktail party, fash-
ion show and silent auction of art, jew-
elry, travel packages, health, beauty and 
fashion products and services to benefit 
Covenant Hospice’s unfunded and non-
reimbursed programs. Prize goes to best 
in show hat. Tickets are $50 per person 
and are limited. To purchase tickets, or 
for more information, call 794-7847 or 
visit www.eventsatcovenant.org/pump-
sandpearls/.

March 21— An evening with Pu-
litzer Prize-Winning Author Rick Bragg 
will be held at the Bencze Theatre at Wal-
lace Community College. Event includes 
lecture, reading and book signing. The 
event is free. Doors open at 6 p.m., event 
starts at 7 p.m. For more information, call 
556-2616.

March 21-23 — The Featured Play-
ers Theatre will present “Final Curtain” 
at 7 p.m. The theatre will be closing af-
ter this production, which is a fictional-
ized biography and retrospective of some 
of theatre’s finest moments over the past 
eight years. Admission is $15 for adults, 
$6 for children. For tickets, call 673-1243 
or e-mail featuredplayers@yahoo.com. 
Visit www.featuredplayers.webs.com for 
additional information.

ENTERPRISE
Now through April 27 — Two 

beginners classes in the Taoist Tai Chi 
Society Internal Arts and Methods are 
offered at the YMCA. Classes will be 
offered on Thursdays from 1-2:30 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 10-11:30 a.m. Suitable 
for all ages and physical conditions. Tai 
Chi is an ancient Chinese exercise that 
promotes health and relaxation. The 
beginner class covers all 108 moves of 
the Tai Chi set. All classes are taught by 
accredited volunteer instructors. 

For more information, call 348-9008 or 
347-4663. 

April 6-7 — The Coffee County 
Arts Alliance presents the annual “Piney 
Woods Arts Festival” at the Enterprise 
State Community College.  The event 
features a juried art and crafts show, live 
entertainment, a children’s fun center, a 
Civil War display and reenactment, and 
an antique car show on Saturday.  Events 
are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
from noon-4 p.m. on Sunday. It is free to 
the public.  For more information, call 
406-2787 or 406-1617 or visit www.Cof-
feeCountyArtsAlliance.com.

Ongoing — Every Monday and 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. the city of Enterprise 
hosts line dancing.  Fee is $3 per class. 
For more information, call 348-2684 or 
visit www.cityofenterprise.net.

 
Ongoing — The American Legion 

Post 73 meets at the American Legion/
Doer’s Shrine Club building at 200 Gib-
son Street in Enterprise on the fourth Sat-
urday of each month, beginning at 8 a.m. 
This building is across the street from the 
Lee Street Baptist Church on Lee Street.  
For more information, call post com-
mander Jerry Goodson at 347-5961 or 
447-8507.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters, on County Road 537, every 
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call Connie Hudson at 
406-3077, Randy Black at 393-6499 or 
Bob Cooper 347-7076, or visit the VFW 
Post 6683 on Facebook.

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of 
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Adult education classes 

are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton 
High School, 210 South Tyler St., Mon-
days and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All 
classes are free for individuals 16 years 
old or older who are not enrolled in public 
school. Individuals must take an assess-

ment test prior to attending class. Call 
894-2350 for more information.

Ongoing — Disabled American Vet-
erans Chapter No. 99 meets each Tuesday 
and Wednesday at 6 p.m. at New Brock-
ton City Hall. Food and drinks are served 
followed by regular chapter business. 
Chapter No. 99 maintains a DAV service 
office in the New Brockton Police station. 
All veteran services provided are free. 
For more information, call 718-5707.

OZARK
NOW through MARCH 23 — Dale 

County Council of Arts and Humanities 
host the Black and White Show at the Ann 
Rudd Art Center. For more information, 
visit www.ruddartcenter.org.

April 6-May 4 — The Dale County 
Council of Arts and Humanities is host-
ing the “Make ART…not Trash” Recycle 
Show at the Dowling Museum/Ann Rudd 
Art Center. This show encourages the re-
use of materials that would normally be 
discarded. The competition is open to all 
artists 18 and older, and includes one and 
two-dimensional works including, but not 
limited to: paintings, drawings, sculpture, 
collage, glasswork and metalwork. Entry 
fees are $35 for non-members and $30 
for members of DCCAH for the first en-
try and $5 for each additional entry, up to 
three total entries. 

The due date for entry fees and artwork 
is March 30. The opening reception will 
be held at the Rudd Art Center April 6 
from 6-8 p.m. 

For questions or additional informa-
tion, call 774-7145.

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited 

to the Cross Country Workshop every 
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church.  For more informa-
tion, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
Ongoing — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall 
and features music from the 40s, 50s, and 
60s, finger foods, and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes 
at 808-8500.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
Selma Pilgrimage

The 38th annual Historic Selma Pilgrimage is Friday 
and Saturday. This year’s tour features several downtown 
and Old Town homes and buildings, most with Jewish 
heritage. Temple Mishkan Israel and The Harmony Club 
are among the venues. New this year is the Downtown 
Walking and Shopping Tour and the Tin Man’s Gallery.  
For more information, visit www.selmapilgrimage.com.

Wing Fest
The 3rd annual Wing Fest will be held at the Exchange 

Club Fairgrounds in Albany, Georgia Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Live bands, children’s areas, chicken eating contest, 
wing contest, licking contests, egg tossing contest, helicopter 
rides, free parking and beverages are available for purchase. 
Active military get in free. For more information, visit www.
albanyherald.com/events.

Pawsfest
The sixth annual Pawsfest will be held in Headland on 

the square March 23 from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  People can 
bring their pets and take part in pageants and parades, local 
shopping and vendors, entertainment, demonstrations, 
consult with Renee Jones-Lewis about dog behavior 
issues and eat at local restaurants. For more information, 
visit www.charmheadland.org.

‘Darkness Into Life’ exhibit opening 
at Troy University’s Dothan campus



FALLS CHURCH, Va. – Army Medicine senior lead-
ers and industry stakeholders recently met with Lt. Gen. 
Patricia D. Horoho, the surgeon general and commanding 
general, U.S. Army Medical Command, to discuss the cur-
rent Performance Triad pilot program and to gain a better 
vision of the way forward. 

All three of the Performance Triad components – ac-
tivity, nutrition and sleep – are essential to improving the 
health of Soldiers, civilians and Families, according to 
Army Medicine officials. The components of the triad have 
a significant impact on the readiness of the force.

According to Horoho, even with the budget constraints, 
the Performance Triad is an organizational imperative that 
the Army must invest in to improve the readiness and re-
silience of the Army Family. It is generally agreed that a 
healthy mind and body are essential to individual and unit 
readiness. 

The Performance Triad complements the Department 
of Defense’s Operation Live Well, the Army’s Ready and 
Resilient Campaign, and the Comprehensive Soldier and 
Family Fitness Program. Each of these programs encour-
ages Soldiers and Families to be more proactive in devel-
oping healthy behaviors for life. Education plays a key role 

in socializing the Performance Triad across the sphere of 
influence and training packets are being developed for the 
phased role out.

The life space is where people make decisions about their 
health related to activity, nutrition and sleep. Army Medi-

cine estimates that most patients visit a doctor one to five 
times a year, and each visit is about 20 minutes in length. 
Those 100 minutes are where Army Medicine can impact 
patient health. The other 525,500 minutes are when people 
are at work, or at home with their Families, or where health 
happens. It is in this life space where the choices people 
make impact their lives and their health.

“This is our moment,” said Horoho. “We have the right 
strategy, the right plan and senior leaders willing to support 
us. We have to give them a viable plan. When the Army 
embraces this and it is in our DNA, then and only then can 
we consider this program a success.”

Another key part of the Performance Triad, according to 
Horoho, is to find innovative ways to incentivize health as 
it becomes part of the strategic shift moving from a health-
care system to a system for health. 

The Army and Army Medicine will continue to encour-
age members of the Army Family to incorporate health-
promoting behaviors and decisions into their everyday 
lives. The success will be measured by the improvement 
in health, and the reduction of disease and injury among 
Army team members. 

This spring, Army Medicine will implement a Perfor-
mance Triad pilot program at three installations: Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, Wash.; Fort Hood, Texas; and Fort 
Bragg, N.C.
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Surgeon general defines end state 
of Performance Triad roll out
By Ann Bermudez
Army Medicine

Lt. Gen. Patricia D. Horoho, the surgeon general and commanding gen-
eral of U.S. Army Medical Command, makes comments to Col. Jeffrey 
Lawson, M.D., and the Command Initiative Group, during a brief about 
the Performance Triad recently. Respective subject matter experts on 
each performance pillar were represented at the briefing. In addition 
to the performance triad subject matter experts, there were several 
key stakeholders from industry to share best practices.

Photo by Dwayne Rider
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Do you ever find yourself struggling to 
fall asleep at night, yet falling asleep dur-
ing briefings after a day of traveling? 

You are probably experiencing jet lag. 
Jet lag is a common sleep disorder that 
occurs when crossing time zones and dis-
rupts the body’s natural “biological clock” 
that tells you when to sleep and when to 
stay awake.

Jet lag is a significant concern for Sol-
diers, civilians and retirees that travel 
often for temporary duty assignments de-
ployments or permanent change of station 
moves. It can take several days to several 
weeks to adjust for jet lag’s effects, leav-
ing the traveler feeling fatigued and prone 
to accidents related to insufficient sleep.

Sufficient (six to eight hours a night), 
healthy sleep is one of the Army surgeon 
general’s top priorities for building and 
sustaining good Soldier and Family mem-

ber health through the “Performance Tri-
ad.” Sleep, along with a focus on healthy 
activity and nutrition, is one of the three 
legs of the triad.

Lack of sleep impedes mission readi-
ness. Incidents of friendly fire and naviga-
tional errors have occurred as a result of a 
lack of sleep. Insufficient sleep also con-
tributes to motor vehicle and machinery-
related accidents or deaths in the military 
and the general population. 

Sleepiness impairs the ability to think 
clearly, perform complex mental tasks, 
form memories and solve problems. Go-
ing 24 hours without sleep is comparable 
to being legally drunk in all 50 states. 

Sleep is a restorative process necessary 
for muscle repair, memory consolidation, 
appetite control, hormonal growth and 
regulation, and is a part of a healthy im-
mune system. Adequate quality and quan-
tity of sleep allow you to wake up feeling 
refreshed and alert for the day. Sleep is a 
necessity to perform well and is as crucial 

to mission readiness as fuel, food and fire 
power.

Fortunately, there are some actions you 
can take to minimize the effects of lack of 
sleep from jet lag and its impact on per-
forming your duties. The following are 
tips for travelers from the National Sleep 
Foundation.

Choose flights that allow early eve-•	
ning arrival. Stay up until 10 p.m. local 
time. 
Prepare for time zone changes. Wake •	
up and go to bed earlier several days 
prior to an eastward trip, or wake up 
and go to bed later for a westward trip.
Limit daytime naps. If you must nap •	
during the day, limit the nap to less 
than two hours in the early afternoon.
Change your watch to the destination •	
time zone upon boarding the plane. 
Bring earplugs and blindfolds to block •	
out unwanted noise and sound while 
sleeping.
Avoid alcohol or caffeine three to four •	

hours before bedtime. Both act as stim-
ulants that interfere with sleep.
Avoid heavy meals upon arrival at des-•	
tination.
Avoid vigorous exercise close to bed-•	
time. 
Get some sun. Daylight is a powerful •	
stimulant for regulating the biological 
clock. Staying indoors worsens jet lag. 
Talk to you doctor about sleep aids. •	
There are several over-the-counter 
and prescription sleep aids that can be 
taken short-term to minimize jet lag’s 
effects.

So, next time you’re on the move, take 
these tips with you to snag a better night’s 
sleep. For more resources on dealing with 
jet lag or other sleep disorders, visit these 
Web sites:

National Sleep Foundation, http://•	
www.sleepfoundation.org/article/
sleep-topics/jet-lag-and-sleep; and
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and •	
Prevention, http://www.cdc.gov/sleep.

Officials suggest ways to help feel rested during travel
By Laura Vasquez
U.S. Army Public Health Command
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WASHINGTON – The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff delivered a message Monday on the trust that bonds 
troops, and brings those in uniform and their communities 
together.

Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey spoke to an audience at 
the National League of Cities Congressional Cities Con-
ference about how important trust is among service mem-
bers and between them and their communities.

“Trust is what binds together those who serve,” he said. 
“But I would also suggest to you today it’s what binds us 
together – those that wear the uniform and those of you 
that serve in your communities.”

The chairman presented a slide of an Army staff ser-
geant and one of his comrades serving in Afghanistan, 
with a subtitle of trust to emphasize his point.

“You’ll see that someone is watching his flank, and 
that’s another Soldier,” Dempsey said. “And that squad 
leader … doesn’t have to worry about what’s happening 
on that side, because he knows that he has a Soldier on 
that side that’s taking care of him, and vice versa. These 
two men have such trust in each other that they don’t 
worry about what’s going on around them. They can con-
centrate on their job, because they know that they are part 
of a team.”

The chairman pointed out several things in the pho-
tograph and shared his thoughts of what these symbolic 
things meant to him, such as the Soldier using a com-
munication microphone. He has the receiver in his hand, 

Dempsey said, and he’s calling for something – perhaps 
medical support, evacuation or logistics.

The general paused to note that in 39 years of service, 
he has traveled around the world and met dozens of his 
counterparts from every nation.

“What that guy needs, what he’s calling for – he’s go-
ing to get it,” the chairman said. “And he’s going to get it 
because the people of the United States have made a com-
mitment that when they send that young man into harm’s 
way, he will be the best-trained, best-equipped and best-
led [military member] on the planet.”

That must be the imperative going forward, Dempsey 
said, as officials work through budget challenges.

“We can’t ever forget that if we’re going to ask some 
young man or woman from your communities, from my 
military, to go out and do that kind of work, we have to 
support them,” he said.

And that’s not just an option, Dempsey said, because 
the trust he described is essential.

The chairman lauded community leaders for embrac-
ing veterans as they return to their communities following 
military service, and said that part of the bond of trust runs 
from the battlefield “back to the institution of the military, 
and it runs out into your communities.”

“The veterans that come back, I believe, can become 
an enormous resource for your communities as they bring 
back those skills of courage, commitment, discipline and 
strength,” Dempsey said.

“And [they] can be part of your communities in a very 
extraordinary way,” he said. “They already are this ‘next 
generation’ of great Americans, and with your help, they’ll 
be even greater.”

Dempsey: Trust keeps troops, communities together
By Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr.
American Forces Press Service
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Eagles fly, remain undefeated
It’s hard enough to become the No. 1 team for the 

Fort Rucker Intramural Basketball regular season, but 
to achieve that while remaining undefeated is an accom-
plished feat.

That’s what the 1st Battalion, 11th Aviation Regiment 
Eagles achieved when they beat the Delegates during their 
last regular season game at the Fort Rucker Physical Fit-
ness Facility Tuesday, 67-55.

“I feel our team played really hard and I feel like we did 
a good job this season,” said Denzel West, player for the 
Eagles. “We all came together as a collective unit and we 
did our thing.”

Fellow Eagles player George L. Scott II agreed.
“I feel like tonight’s win was just a culmination of the 

whole season,” he said. “When we’ve had adversity dur-
ing our games, different players have stepped up and that’s 
exactly what happened tonight.”

The game started as the Eagles took possession from the 
jump, but weren’t able to score right away as their oppo-
nent’s retrieved the turnover to drive the ball down court 
and score the first shot of the game.

The 1-11th weren’t phased, though, as they returned 
with a 3-pointer to put themselves on the scoreboard and 
take the lead, a lead that they wouldn’t give up for the en-
tirety of the game. They followed up with another 2-point 
shot to pull away from their opponents early on.

The Eagles offense continued to overpower the Dele-
gates, and their defense went to work to keep their oppo-
nents at bay, allowing them to extend their lead further.

As the 1-11th sunk basket after basket, they showed 
their superior shooting power by taking a 10-point lead 
just minutes into the game.

As hard as the Delegates pushed to gain on their oppo-
nents, the Eagles pushed back just as hard, but continued 
fouls against the Delegates allowed them to stay close to 
the opposing team.

Even with the free throws, however, the Delegates 
seemed unable to match the Eagles’ pace, but it seemed 
enough to help them inch toward their opponents and get 
on their tail to bring the score to 24-20 with just 5 minutes 
remaining in the first half.

At this point, it was still anybody’s game and it seemed 
the Delegates weren’t going down without a fight.

They continued to play aggressively to stay on the heels 
of their opponents, but it wasn’t enough to sate the Eagles’ 
appetite to stay ahead.

The Delegates started to become too aggressive in their 
play style, and as fast as they gained on their opponents, 
they fell behind again and allowed the Eagles to retake 
their commanding lead at the end of the half.

At the start of the second half, the game was still up in 
the air and the Delegates had plenty of time to make up 
for lost ground as they started the half with possession, 
but were unable to score as the Eagles got the turnover to 
score the first basket of the half.

The Delegates wouldn’t be disheartened, however, as 
they switched up their play style, hardened their defense 
and started to slowly close the scoring gap.

But for every inch they would gain on their opponents, 
the 1-11th seemed to gain two.

About halfway through the second half, however, it 
seemed the Eagles were losing their momentum as they 

began shooting brick after brick, allowing the Delegates 
to come within 1 point, 39-38.

Both teams seemed evenly matched at this point, both 
determined to pull away from the other, but the Eagles 
never relinquished their lead.

The game stayed dangerously close throughout most 
of the half, but the Delegates slowly lost their newfound 
drive and struggled to keep up with their opponents, even-
tually falling behind by more than 10 points with less than 
four minutes remaining.

The Eagles continued their superior play style and be-
gan to dominate their opponents toward the end of the 
game, and continual fouls against the Eagles sealed the 
Delegate’s fate as the buzzer sounded, leaving the 1-11th 
undefeated.

Scott said remaining undefeated throughout the season 
was accomplished through teamwork.

“We play hard, we play well together and we just enjoy 
playing together,” he said. “I think we just have the will to 
win and we’re unselfish.”
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By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Spring Boot Camp seeks to change lifestyles

With many people getting 
ready for beach season, fitness 
specialists on Fort Rucker have 
the perfect way for people to 
work toward that beach body be-
fore they hit the sand.

Fortenberry-Colton Physical 
Fitness Facility’s 2013 spring 
Boot Camp will begin April 1, 
but it is no April Fool’s joke and 
will do more than help people 
achieve the perfect beach body 
– it will help them get to a new 
level of fitness and maintain a 
healthy lifestyle, according to 
Kristina Rach, Fort Rucker fit-
ness specialist and certified per-
sonal trainer.

“I want to get people out of 
their comfort zones and into a 
fitness level that they might not 
be used to,” she said. “We push 
people to their own limitations.

“We like to push people be-
yond their own mental barriers 
and help them break through to a 
fitness level that they are able to 
achieve and maintain throughout 
the year,” said Rach. “Some peo-
ple set a barrier in their mind that 
they are either afraid of pushing 
through or just don’t want to, but 
I tell every participant, no matter 
what class, that there is no such 
thing as ‘I can’t.’”

The boot camp is a six-week 
program, and will begin with ori-
entations March 29 with two ses-
sions available at 6:30 and 8:30 
a.m., and all who sign up are ex-
pected to attend one of the two, 
said the fitness specialist.

The program will run from 
April 1 to May 10 in two sessions 
– the 6:30-7:30 a.m. or the 8:30-
9:30 a.m. session – and the cost 
to sign up is $100 per participant. 
Payment must be presented dur-
ing signup and spots are limited 
to 25 people per session, said 
Rach.

The program will feature a va-
riety of workouts ranging from 
plyometrics, agility drills, run-
ning obstacle courses, cardio and 
endurance training, and strength 
training.

Rach said the majority of the 
workouts associated with the 
boot camp take place outdoors 

to show people different ways 
to exercise, and with weather 
warming up, the spring boot 
camp is more popular than its fall 
and winter counterparts.

“More people prefer to do the 
spring Boot Camp because it’s 
usually warmer, and we like to 
do 99 percent of the classes out-
side because we want people to 
realize that you don’t have to be 
in a gym to workout,” she said. 
“We’ll do a lot of running on the 
horse trails and bike trails, as well 
as doing some cross training.”

There will also be days that 
the participants will spend train-
ing in a pool where people will 

not only swim laps, but also uti-
lize the pool deck to do pushups, 
lunges and some weightlifting 
before getting back into the pool, 
said Rach.

The program also incorporates 
many fitness classes that are 
available at both Fortenberry-
Colton PFF and the Fort Rucker 
PFF, and people that are signed 
up for the Boot Camp will have 
access to all the group fitness 
classes available during the six 
weeks of the program.

Many facilities on Fort Rucker 
have gotten involved with the 
Boot Camp to allow the partici-
pants to utilize facilities at Lake 

Tholocco, Beaver Lake, The Fort 
Rucker Riding Stables and even 
the NCO Academy, said the fit-
ness specialist.

“The NCO Academy has been 
really helpful in the past and we 
even got to use some of their fa-
cilities for the Boot Camp,” she 
said. “The whole point of the 
program is to really get people 
out of their comfort zones.”

Another benefit of the Boot 
Camp is that it gives participants 
the opportunity to network and 
make new friends to work out 
with, said Rach.

“People can get workout bud-
dies and lots of people continue 
to work out together after the 
Boot Camp is over,” she said, 
adding that once people sign up, 
they are granted access to a Boot 
Camp Web page that they can 
post schedules of their workouts 
or simply ask people that are in-
terested to join in a run.

“This Boot Camp is not for the 
faint of heart or for people who 
like to pick and choose the days 
they want to attend,” said Rach. 
“To get the maximum result out 
of the program, people need to 
show up and perform every day, 
eat healthy and take the classes 
offered at both gyms – it’s 100 
percent commitment from both 
them and us.”

The program is available to 
anyone that has access to the fit-
ness facilities, including active 
duty and their Families, retirees, 
Department of the Army civil-
ians and contractors

For more information or to 
register, call 255-3794.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Boot Camp participants bear crawl up a hill during one of their early morning workouts on Fort Rucker. Boot Camp is just one of the 
many classes the installation offers for people to get in shape, and spring Boot Camp starts April 1 and runs through May 10.

Photo by Sara E. Martin

Rico Phillips, player for the Eagles, goes in for a layup during their final game of the Fort Rucker Intramural Basketball regular season at the 
Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility Friday. The Eagles defeated the Delegates, 67-55, to remain undefeated throughout the season.

Photo By Nathan Pfau



D2  ★  March 14, 2013  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

See Page D4 for this week’s answers. See Page D4 for this week’s answers.

Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D4 for this week’s answers.



BOSTON — How often does one get the 
chance to run on the field at Fenway Park, 
cross home plate, and help Iraq and Af-
ghanistan veterans and their Families — all 
on the same day?

The answer is once a year, during the 
Run-Walk to Home Base presented by New 
Balance. The fourth annual event will take 
place May 4 to raise funds for the Red Sox 
Foundation and Massachusetts General 
Hospital Home Base Program, which since 
2009 has helped veterans and Families cop-
ing with post-traumatic stress and traumatic 
brain injuries.

Each of those organizations contributed 
$3 million in seed money over three years 
to launch the unique partnership, which had 
been born during visits that Red Sox play-
ers, management and owners had made 
after their World Series wins in 2004 and 
2007 to young veterans at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center. Home Base is the 
first partnership of its kind between an aca-
demic medical center and Major League 

Baseball to offer clinical care, community 
education and research.

The 2013 event, limited to 4,000 entrants, 
will feature a 9 km run and a three-mile 
walk that start and finish at Fenway. While 
most participants must raise a minimum of 
$1,000 a piece, up to 500 active-duty mili-
tary members can enter for just a $50 reg-
istration fee. Participants and sponsors have 
raised more than $7.3 million since 2010 
for the Home Base Program.

Among the thousands who lace up run-
ning and walking shoes each year are ser-
vice members and veterans seeking to help 
their brothers and sisters in arms. Some 
have their own special reasons for toeing 
the starting line, including Army Sgt. 1st 
Class Jeffrey Coots II, running for the first 
time.

Currently stationed at Fort Riley, Kan., 
Coots will be heading for home in more 
ways than one May 4: He’s a Pawtucket, 
R.I., native, and he will join Family mem-
bers who have done the Run since 2009 in 
memory of his brother-in-law, Capt. An-
thony Palermo Jr., who was killed in Iraq 
by an improvised explosive device, April 6, 

2007.
“It’s important to do this run for me for 

remembrance,” said Coots, “not only for 
the ones we lost, but for the ones who still 
fight today, whether it be on a battlefield 
or at home with the memories and/or inju-
ries.”

Dan Kemp is no longer in uniform, but 
he works on behalf of those who still are. 
The chief of the Information Management 
Branch at the U.S. Army Research Institute 
of Environmental Medicine at Natick Sol-
dier Systems Center in Massachusetts has 
taken part in the run since its inception.

“It sounded like a good thing to do, like 
my little way to give back,” said Kemp, a 
former Soldier and an Operation Iraqi Free-
dom veteran. “I’ve decided to make that my 
thing.”

Though he grew up in Carlisle, Pa., and 
does the event each year wearing a Phillies 
cap, Kemp enjoys running through Boston 
and into Fenway.

“It’s a great atmosphere,” Kemp said. 
“Fenway’s an iconic park. It’s a great event, 
it’s a fun crowd, and it’s for a good cause.”

Spc. Kim Belskis of the Massachusetts 

Army National Guard will run in the Home 
Base event for the fourth consecutive year.

“The race has been close to my heart for 
the last few years,” Belskis said. “I thought 
this is a way for me to give back to those 
that are serving overseas.”

Belskis recalled running into the historic 
ballpark for the first time, in 2010.

“I’ve never been able to actually touch 
the field at Fenway Park before,” said Bels-
kis, “so it was a fantastic experience.”

Belskis said she has no plans to stop sup-
porting the Home Base Program. She added 
that she has seen what the program has done 
for veterans and Families.

“They do a lot for everybody,” Belskis 
said. “This is something that I could actu-
ally see myself doing for a very long time. 
When you join the military, you essentially 
join a Family.”

For more information on the 2013 Run-
Walk to Home Base presented by New 
Balance, go to www.runtohomebase.org. 
To learn more about Home Base services 
for veterans and their Families, visit www.
homebaseprogram.org or call (617) 724-
5202.
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Fort Rucker Group Cycling
Cyclists who would like to participate in group rides (10-25 miles) be-

ginning in April on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings should con-
tact Michael Negard at michael.negard@us.army.mil or 255-3770. 

Gobbler Classic Turkey Hunt
Outdoor recreation will host the Gobbler Classic Turkey Hunt Friday 

to April 30. Cost is $25 per person. People can still register for the event 
today at outdoor recreation. Participants must have an Alabama State hunt-
ing license, a Fort Rucker post hunting permit and a hunter education card. 
Turkeys are scaled on weight, beard length, and left and right spur. 

For more, call 255-4305.

3 Free Break
Rucker Lanes hosts its 3 Free Break special Friday through March 30 in 

celebration of spring break. The special includes three free games of bowl-
ing and a shoe rental for children 13 and younger when accompanied by an 
adult paying full price –$8.50. 

For more, call 255-9503. 

Ladies Night 
Rucker Lanes hosts its Ladies Night Saturday from 8 p.m. to midnight. 

The special includes $5 unlimited bowling, $0.75 small sodas, $1 fries and 
$1.25 hot dogs for ladies – regular pricing will apply for men. 

For more, call 255-9503.

St. Patrick’s Day run
The St. Patrick’s Day 5K/10K run and 1-mile fun run will take place 

Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon beginning at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness 
Facility. Race day registration begins at 7:30 a.m. Participants are encour-
aged to pre-register for the event. The 1-mile fun run is free and open to all 
children, and will begin after the 5k and 10k are completed. Each fun run 
participant will receive a medal. Registration for the 5K and 10K is $25 with 
a shirt and $100 for a team of eight. The event is open to the public. 

For more, call 255-2296.

Easter golf shop sale
Silver Wings Golf Course will host its annual Easter golf shop sale 

March 29–31. 
For more, call 598-2449. 

Disc Golf
The Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation offers Disc 

Golf – played much like traditional golf, but instead of using a ball and 
clubs, players use a flying disc. DFMWR welcomes novices and experi-
enced players to bring their friends out and enjoy some friendly competi-
tion. The 18-hole disc golf course is located at Beaver Lake. People can visit 
the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility to check out a disc and give it a try. 

There is a $10 deposit required per disc. The Disc Golf course is open to the 
public. Disc check-out is open to authorized patrons only. 

For more, call 255-2296.

Pan Fish Tournament
Outdoor recreation will host a Pan Fish Tournament March 30 from 

6-10 a.m. Registration is ongoing and the cost is $10 for ages 16 and older, 
and $3 for ages 15 and younger. Participants must follow creel limit size 
for Lake Tholocco. Prizes will be awarded to the top three total weights. 
Participants older than 15 must have an Alabama fishing license and Fort 
Rucker post fishing permit. The event is Exceptional Family Member Pro-
gram friendly. 

For more, call 255-4305.

Pinwheels for Prevention 
In recognition of Child Abuse Prevention Month, Army Community 

Service, child, youth and school services and Fort Rucker physical fitness 
Facilities will host the Pinwheels for Prevention Family Fun Run/ Walk 
March 23 from 9:30–11 a.m. 

Registration the day of the event will take place 9 a.m. at the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Facility. Participation awards will be given to all children 
ages 16 and younger at the end of the race. The event is open to the public 
and Exceptional Family Member Program friendly. 

For more, call 255-3898. 
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By Bob Reinert
USAG-Natick Public Affairs 

Heading for home to help veterans
Service members are among participants each year in the Run-Walk to Home Base presented by New Balance, which raises funds to support those affected by post-traumatic stress and traumatic brain injuries.

 Courtesy of Home Base Program

sales • service • Parts

Brand New
Travel Trailers

$899500
as low as

plus tax, tag, and title

Brand New
Pop-Ups

$699500
as low as

plus tax, tag, and title

4218 S. Oates St.
Hwy 231 South

Dothan
334-678-5194

www.runawayrv.net

Streamlite

Come See Me!

for your next new or pre-owned RV!

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CTR

WESTGATE CENTER

College Cinema • enterprise
$2.00 Upcharge for 3D

I THE INCREDIBLE
BURT WONDERSTONE - PG13
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:10
Sat - Sun 2:00, 7:00 & 9:10

II THE CALL - R
Mon - Fri 7:10 & 9:10
Sat - Sun 2:00, 7:10 & 9:10

III IDENTITY THIEF - R
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:15
Sat - Sun 2:00, 7:00 & 9:15

IV 21 AND OVER - R
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:00
Sat - Sun 2:00, 7:00 & 9:00

I OZ: THE GREAT AND POWERFUL - PG
3D - Mon - Fri 7:00 • Sat-Sun 2:00 & 7:00
2D - Mon - Fri 9:30 • Sat-Sun 4:10 & 9:30

II JACK THE GIANT SLAYER - PG13
3D - Mon - Fri 7:00 • Sat - Sun 2:00 & 7:00
2D - Mon - Fri 9:15 • Sat - Sun 9:15

III SAFE HAVEN - PG13
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:20
Sat - Sun 2:00, 7:00 & 9:20

*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
March 15 - 21, 2013
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(Editor’s note: All opinions stated in the 
Video Game Spotlight are solely those of 
the article’s author.)

It’s time to go back to the beginning. 
Everybody’s favorite ancient god-battling 
hero is here for the seventh time, but this 
“God of War: Ascension” takes place 10 
years before the original game, and six 
months after Ares tricked Kratos into mur-
dering his wife and child. 

The third-person action-adventure with 
plenty of combat, puzzle solving and 
quick-time events keeps things on a high 
level, especially since this time around 
“God of War” has multiplayer options. 

As usual, gamers control Kratos, a 
former servant of the God of War, Ares. 
While in previous games Kratos has been 
a nearly one-dimensional – and none too 
smart – killing machine, this time in “As-
cension” we get to see him as man who 
laughs, cries and still tries to pummel all 
who oppose him. He has sworn to avenge 
his wife and child, breaking a blood oath 
that bound him to Ares. But oaths are not 
easily broken in Olympus and Kratos is 
sentenced to a prison for the living damned 
where he tries to remain sane while bat-
tling the Furies. 

The story is good, the combat is fun and 
the graphics are fantastic. Truly a game 
to show off to friends and even enemies, 
“Ascension” is eye candy for those who 
enjoy great battles that end with bloody 

results. While there are puzzles and quick 
time events to solve, the emphasis is on 
combat. So it’s good that Kratos has a lot 
of incredible attacks. 

The online multiplayer allows up to 
eight gamers in each group to face off in 
objective-based combat. Gamers first ally 
themselves with Zeus, Ares, Poseidon or 
Hades, with different benefits for the god 
they choose. With each battle, the gamer’s 
character earns experience to unlock new 
customization options for their warrior. 
There are also a variety of power ups and 
plenty of game options to keep things in-
teresting. 

“God of War: Ascension” has served no-
tice that it should be considered an early 
runner for game of the year. It’s a brutally 
fun ride. 
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Publisher 
Song Computer 
Entertainment

Rated 
Mature

Systems
PS3

Cost
$60

Overall 
3.5 out of 4

Video Game Spotlight >>

Kratos fights back
By Jim Van Slyke
Contributing Writer

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

9AM - 6PM
MARCH 15 & 16

LOTS OF DOOR PRIZES FROM
PARTICIPATING VENDORS!

REGISTER FOR
• Bondy’s Ford -

$500 CASH GIVEAWAY

• sEArs - KEnmorE

wAshEr/dryEr ComBo

E X P O

WIREGRASS

For More Information Call 334-702-2600
www.dothanhomeshow.com

Dothan Civic Center

PrEsEntEd By:

$5.00 ADMISSION
BENEFITS WIREGRSS

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

DOTHAN EAGLE

dothAn
CiviC CEntEr
• Floor CovEring
• windows, doors

& siding
• BAth & KitChEn

rEmodEling
• lAndsCAPing
• dECorAting
• homE sECurity
• grAnitE
• APPliAnCEs
• lAwn EquiPmEnt
• outdoor living
• homE ProduCts

& SERVICES
• sCrEEn EnClosurEs

PLUS

PC’s
Nursery

Affordable
Screens

Entrance

Window
World

Empire
Realty

&
M4 Builders

American
Vinyl

Products

Re
Bath

Bryants
Outdoor

Equipment

Outdoor Booth

Wiregrass
International

My
Outdoor
Rooms

Storm Shelters of
Northwest Florida

Alabama
Landscape
Creations

Stokes
Flooring

Sears
Home Store

Weather
Proof

Oriental
Imports

Carpet
Land

Bath
Fitters

Allscreen

Screen

Masters

Kitchen
Craft

Window

Pros

Cabinet
Creations

Bondy’s
Ford

Parrot

Structural

Service
Affordable Solar
Hot Water and

Power

Cook’s
Pest

Control

Mosquito
Squad

Safelawn
Organics

Advocare
Nutrition

Rainbow
Vacuums

Alabama
Foundation
Specialists

Culligan
Water

Bama
Best

Concrete
Decor

Safe
Trust

Security

New Life
Surface

Gulf Eagle
Supply

BOB
CAT

Harris
Security

ABC
Seam-

less

South-
east

Roofing

Ansley’s
Building
Materials

Geordan
Builders

OPEN

Liberty
Tax

Service

Elliott
Construc-

tion

Geothermal
Solutions

Granite
Trans-

formation

Ram Jack
Solutions

Thompson
Chiropractic

Louver
Shop

Pittsburgh
Paints

Dothan
Eagle

Circulation
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