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A portion of Third Avenue, 
between Novosel Street and 
Raider Street, is scheduled 
to be closed for construction 
Feb. 6-11. This portion of 

Third Avenue will be closed 
shortly after 6 p.m. Feb. 6 and 
will reopen Feb. 11 at 4 a.m. 

Road closure

W01 Justin Scofield, B Company, 1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment, tries to eat chili at the 22nd Chili 5k and Cook Off Saturday 
at festival fields, while his dog, Luigi, tries to sneak a bite. More than 150 runners participated in the race despite the cold weather, 
and approximately 300 people enjoyed more than ten chili recipes supplied by Soldiers, civilians and local military supporters.
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‘Save some for me’

(Editor’s note: This is part of a continu-
ing series looking at different jobs and the 
people who get them done at Fort Rucker. 
Readers who have ideas for jobs or people 
to be highlighted in the series can send an 
email to jhughes@armyflier.com for the staff 
to consider.)

Children pour into the classroom as the 
bell rings and prepare to take on the day, but 
one teacher has prepared her entire life to do 
what she loves most – teach.

Lisa Halpin is a third grade teacher at Fort 
Rucker Elementary School, and although 
she’s been teaching for 13 years, her story as 
an educator didn’t start until later in life.

Her day starts at 5 a.m., even though her 
class doesn’t begin until 7:30. She said she 
likes to use the extra time to get ready for 
what’s ahead.

“I get up at 5 a.m. because I like to have 
that time in the morning to rev up and settle 
myself,” said Halpin. “I usually watch the 
news, have two or three cups of coffee, and 

do some household things to get them out of 
the way and center myself for the day.”

The morning is her favorite part of the day 
because she said it’s when the children in her 
class are fresh and excited to learn.

“They’re just so enthusiastic in the morn-
ing,” said the teacher. “They sort of wear 
down as the day goes on. In the morning, all 
the potential is still out there and I just feel 
like I can take it on.”

On a normal day, Halpin arrives at the 
school a little before 7 a.m. to prepare her 
classroom, and once the children arrive, 
learning starts immediately with analogies 
and morning warm-ups on the SmartBoard.

This is when the children are the most in-
volved and are genuinely the most excited 
about learning, she said. They participate 
in morning math problems, help each other 
solve equations and, most importantly, learn 
to stand on their own.

That last part is something Halpin said is 
one of her most important lessons.

Each teacher in the school posts a quote 
above the entrance to their classrooms that 

Teacher turns personal
experiences into lessons

See lessons, Page a5

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Fort Rucker has many tools to help Soldiers get their boots off 
the ground, but there is one thing that student pilots can never do 
enough of – practice, and that is something officials believe is 
key to flying above the rest.  

There are many types of cockpit trainers on the installation 
to help Soldiers better grasp the basic procedures of flying heli-
copters, from expensive to low-cost, old and new, advanced and 
basic, but all of them, according to CW4 Ben Hays, Training 
and Doctrine Command capability manager, allow the pilots to 
practice, practice, practice.

“These machines give students the ability to practice all sorts 
of procedures without having to schedule the official simula-
tors. They can come over here and practice all they like,” he 
said. “(Cockpit trainers) are procedural trainers mainly used for 
orientating students with the cockpit, as well as a way for them 
to practice startup, shutdown and emergency procedures.”

The trainers differ from simulators because they are not as 
advanced and don’t move, but they are still an important part of 
every pilots training, said Robert Vidensek, training instructor at 

Aviators 
benefit from 
cockpit 
trainers
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Faculty members at the Fort Rucker Pri-
mary school made sure that children were 
able to celebrate their 100th day in session 
with service and learning.

The students of FRPS participated in an 
activity to provide food for local animal 
shelters that incorporated math, science 
and technologies, while learning valuable 
problem-solving skills, said Yvette Esteves-
Hurst, FRPS Spanish teacher.

The events were designed to educate and 
promote a cooperative partnership among 
students, parents, community and staff, she 
said.

In December, the school participated in an 
activity to gather food for local food banks, 
and Estevez-Hurst said they wanted to make 
sure that people’s four-legged counterparts 
weren’t forgotten.

“It’s all centered on problem solving, 
that’s the main thing,” said the Spanish 
teacher. “Not only does this project teach 
the children the importance of giving back, 
but it also helps them to count by 10s.”

The activity was centered on the student’s 
learning, and their ability to reason and think 

mathematically, she said. The children had to 
work together to arrange the donated items 
into separate bags, and each bag was only 
allowed to contain 10 items, so once a bag 
was filled, they had to move on to another 
bag until all the items had been used to fill 
the bags. This helped the students to learn to 
count by 10s, how to estimate measurement 
and weight, how to read a bar graph, and 
learn the differences between cats and dogs, 
said the Spanish teacher.

A total of 240 items were collected in the 
three weeks the children had to prepare, said 
Estevez-Hurst, and the donations keep com-
ing.

“Even though the project is done, we like 
to give time for some children to bring in 
last-minute donations because some of them 
forget to bring them in or leave them in their 
bags, so we give them some more time be-
fore we take the items to the shelters,” she 
said.

The food collected was distributed to ani-
mal shelters in Enterprise, Ozark and Elba, 
and were delivered as a team effort from the 
teachers involved in the program.

“I start calling the shelters and we hop in 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Teachers and students at the Fort Rucker Primary School organize bags of donated pet food to be taken 
to local animal shelters during their 100th day in school celebration Friday.

Primary school lesson benefits local shelters

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Lisa Halpin, Fort Rucker Elementary School third grade teacher, helps her student, Gregory Samp-
son, during morning math warm-ups as her class looks on Tuesday.

See practice, Page A5

History 
If walls could talk,
the tales they’d tell

Story on Page C1

basketball 
Intramural basketball 
tips off

Story on Page D1

See shelters, Page A5

See briefs, Page A3



There are many things we don’t 
have control over when it comes 
to health care. For example, the 
number of specialty doctors in 
your region, out-of-pocket expens-
es, proximity of medical treatment 
facilities, amount of time it takes 
to see your healthcare provider 
and more. 

Luckily, health is more than just 
good health care. It’s about the 
decisions and choices we make 
every day. Most health decisions 
do not happen in the doctor’s of-
fice or hospital. Instead, they are 
made when people are at work or 
at home with their Families. It is 
in this lifespace where the daily 
choices people make impact their 
health. 

So, make this upcoming year 
your year to empower yourself 
and know that each day you can 
make a difference in your quality 
of life. 

No matter who you are, how old 
you are or what you do, you need 
a balance of sleep, activity and 
nutrition to build and sustain great 
health. This triad of sleep, activity 
and nutrition was initiated by the 
Army surgeon general in 2012 and 

is called the Performance Triad. 
In the spring and summer of 

2014, installations Army-wide 
will be deploying the Army Fam-
ily Performance Triad Campaign. 
The campaign aims to bring Sol-
diers and retirees, their Families, 
and civilians the tools and resourc-
es needed to make better sleep, 
activity and nutrition choices to 
improve their health and perfor-
mance. 

To kick-start your own healthy 
habits, Army Medicine experts in 
sleep, activity and nutrition have 
provided some daily targets to 
start impacting performance and 
health. These daily targets for 
adults are:

Get at least seven-eight hours •	
of sleep each night;
Remove all electronics from •	
your bedroom;
Take 10,000 steps during your •	
everyday routine – consider 
getting a pedometer, using 
your smart phone or using a 
personal fitness device to track 
your steps each day; 
Get at least 150 minutes (two •	
hours and 30 minutes) of mod-
erate-intensity activity and two 
days of muscle-strengthening 
activity per week;
Fill your plate with whole •	
grains, lean proteins, fruits, 

vegetables and low-fat dairy at 
each meal;  
Fill half your plate with a va-•	
riety of brightly colored fruits 
and vegetables; 
Refuel every four-five waking •	
hours – don’t skip meals; and
Make water your first choice •	
for hydration.

If you don’t know where to 
start, have an injury or would like 
additional one-on-one support no 
matter your current fitness level, 
contact your primary-care man-
ager at your medical treatment fa-
cility or contact an Army Wellness 
Center. AWCs provide invaluable 
wellness services to Soldiers and 
retirees, their Families, and Army 
civilians at no cost.

These services include: 
Sleep education;•	
Weight management and •	
metabolic testing;
Exercise testing and exercise •	
prescription;
Stress management educa-•	
tion and biofeedback;
Nutrition education;•	
Wellness coaching;•	
Body composition analysis; •	
and
Health assessments.•	

To locate the AWC nearest 
you, visit: http://phc.amedd.army.
mil/organization/institute/dhpw/

Pages/ArmyWellnessCentersOp-
eration.aspx. If you don’t have an 
AWC near you, you can contact 
your local MTF to learn about the 
wellness services they provide. 

So here’s to a new year and a 
healthier you – you have the power 
to improve sleep, activity and nu-
trition, and maintain or take back 
control of your health and future. 
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2nd Lt. 
Alexander Davila,

D Co., 1st Bn., 
145th Avn. Regt.  “Find the person with the 

biggest TV and have the party 
there.”

“Make sure you buy plenty of 
hot wings . . . lots of hot wings.”

“Make sure everybody cheers 
for the Seahawks.” 

“Have enough space for people 
to sleep there in case the party 
lasts well into the night, or make 
sure there are a few designated 
drivers.” 

Melvin Nelson, 
retired Army

Johnny  Foust, 
DAC

2nd Lt. Nicolas Barry, 
D Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.  

The Super Bowl is this weekend, which means many people will be hosting 
big parties. What tips do you have to host a successful party or gathering?“ ”

“Be organized ahead of time 
and make sure you stick to 
your schedule so you are ready 
to receive guests.”

Stevie Urvan, 
Army spouse
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Statement of Publication 

authorization
The Army Flier is an authorized 

publication for members of the 
Department of Defense. Contents 
of the Army Flier are not necessarily 
the official views of, or endorsed by, 
the U.S. government, or the Depart-
ment of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publica-
tion is the responsibility of the Fort 
Rucker Public Affairs Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published 
weekly by The Dothan Eagle, a private 
company in no way connected with 
the U.S. government under exclu-
sive contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

The appearance of advertising in 

this publication, including inserts or 
supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the U.S. Army or 
The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters
For business, advertisements, 

subscriptions or to report printing 
errors, contact The Dothan Eagle, 227 
N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or 
call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for 
all printing matters and commercial 
advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for 
the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army 
Flier is prepared, edited, provided 
and approved by the Public Affairs 
Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement
Everything advertised in this pub-

lication shall be made available for 

purchase, use or patronage without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital status, 
physical handicap, political affiliation 
or any other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this 
equal opportunity policy by an ad-
vertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from 
that source until the violation is 
corrected.

Editorial contacts
Contribute news items or photo-

graphs by contacting the Army Flier, 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334) 
255-2028 or 255-1239; calls to other 
PAO numbers are not normally 
transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please contact 
the editor at jhughes@armyflier.com.

ACE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy

Have the courage to ask the question, but stay •	
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you •	
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy

Remove any means that could be used for self-•	

injury.
Calmly control the situation, do not use force.•	
Actively listen to produce relief.•	

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.•	
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a •	
behavioral health professional or a primary care 
provider.

Is sleep the beginning or the 
end of a good day? Lt. Gen. 
Patricia Horoho, Army Sur-
geon General, is challenging 
our Army to have better qual-
ity of sleep. 

Sleep is one of three key 
elements (sleep, activity, nu-
trition) of the Army Perfor-
mance Triad. Lyster Army 
Health Clinic kicked off its 
Sleep Campaign in October 
to help educate beneficiaries 
about ways to improve their 
sleep quality and how to es-
tablish healthy sleep habits.

LAHC is offering sleep 
hygiene classes monthly that 
have already helped patients 
to train their bodies to sleep 
better, to be refreshed and to 
be more alert during daily ac-
tivities. Our multidisciplinary 
approach includes nursing, 

behavioral health and pharma-
cy professionals collaborating 
to present information about 
sleep cycles, insomnia and 
impact of sleep deprivation on 
the body, use of pharmaceuti-
cal sleep aids, sleep hygiene 
interventions and tools, and 
relaxation exercises. 

“There are multiple ben-
efits from a good night sleep 
in performance, mood and 
basic health,” said Col. James 
Laterza, LAHC commander. 
“I encourage Soldiers and all 
beneficiaries who have trouble 
sleeping to attend this class 
and ultimately improve their 
quality of life.”  

We look forward to your 
attendance in our sleep class. 
To register and find out more 
about the class, call 255-7571 
or 255-7758. 

Clinic offers sleep hygiene classes
By Katherine Rosario
Lyster Army Health Clinic

By Carrie Kilby 
and Esther Dada
Army Public Health Command 

Empower yourself to better health
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Fort Rucker honors 11 retirees
The quarterly retirement cere-

mony took place Friday at the U.S. 
Army Aviation Museum where 
friends and Family gathered to 
honor nine Soldiers and two civil-
ians who served the United States 
with distinction. 

The 11 retirees accounted for 
more than 315 combined years 
of service, an average of 29 years 
per individual, and served as doc-
tors, Aviators, investigators, com-
mand sergeants major and more, 
said Col. Robert C. Doerer, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence deputy commander and the 
ceremony’s guest speaker.

“You elected to first serve the 
nation during some tough times. 
Some of your service began at the 
end of the Vietnam War, and since 
that time you have served during 
some historic events,” he said. 
“For some of you, you saw the 
birth of a great Branch – all were 
a part of the Cold War and its end 
– and you saw the collapse of the 
Berlin Wall. 

“You have seen the implemen-
tation of the Apache and Black 
Hawk helicopters. You come from 
the most deployed Army in our 
history, and have made lasting, 
positive and significant contribu-
tions. You have helped us create 
the most capable Army the world 
has ever known and our nation is 
better because you chose to serve,” 
he continued.

Col. Robert Mitchell 
Mitchell entered military ser-

vice in 1983 as a warrant officer 
Aviator.  He served overseas in 
Haiti and served combat tours in 
support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. He stated the highlight of his 
career was the privilege of com-
manding Soldiers in combat. He 
and his wife, Dena, plan to reside 
in Enterprise. 

Maj. Dennis Caliyo
Caliyo entered the Army in 

1986. Over his 27-year career, he 
served overseas in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. He stated the highlight 
of his career was being selected as 
a staff officer for the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He and 
his wife, Jane, plan to reside in San 
Francisco, Calif. 

CW5 Bobby Sebren 
Sebren entered military service 

in 1979 as a military policeman.  
During his 34 years of military 
service, he served overseas in 

Afghanistan and Iraq in support 
of Operations Iraqi and Enduring 
Freedom.  He stated the highlight 
of his career was being twice se-
lected to lead the aircraft shoot 
down assessment team.  He and 
his wife, Laura, plan to reside in 
Daleville. 

CW4 Raymond Massey
Massey is retiring after 29 years. 

He entered the Army in 1984.  He 
served in numerous overseas loca-
tions in 

Germany, Greece, Iraq, Korea 
and Kuwait. He stated that the 
highlight of his career was estab-
lishing the computer crimes digital 
forensic examination cell at Fort 
Benning, Ga., creating a central-
ized computer and digital device 
examination group, which focused 
on discovering and extracting 
digital evidence related to felony 
crimes committed against the U.S. 
government. He and his wife, Ker-
ry, plan to reside in Level Plains. 

CW4 Tod Clark 
Clark entered military service 

in 1989 as an infantryman. He has 
served overseas in Italy, Germany, 
Korea, Panama, Egypt, Kosovo, 
and served in support of Opera-
tions Desert Shield and Storm, 
and Operations Enduring and Iraqi 
Freedom. He stated the highlight 
of his career was being an air mis-
sion commander during the surge 
in Iraq.  He plans to finish building 
his house and reside in New York.

Command Sgt. Maj. John 
Chandler

Chandler entered military ser-
vice in 1983.  During his 30 years 
of service, he served in numer-
ous overseas locations including 
the Philippines, Thailand, Korea, 
Columbia, Ecuador, Honduras, 
Belize, Venezuela, Germany, Pan-
ama, Japan, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
He served multiple combat tours 
in support of Operations Iraqi and 
Enduring Freedom, Ernest Will, 
Prime Change, and Just Cause. He 
stated the highlight of his career 
was being able to serve 30 plus 
years, with 10 as a sergeant major. 
He plans to reside with his wife, 
Judith, in Guntersville, Ala.  

Master Sgt. Curtis Pitts 
Pitts entered military service in 

1989 as a truck vehicle repairer. 
During his 25 years of service, he 
served overseas in Germany, and 
served in multiple combat tours 
in Bosnia and Iraq.  He stated the 
highlight of his career was the day 
he joined the military. He and his 

wife, Tamala, plan to reside in the 
local area. 

Master Sgt. Claudia Jackson 
Jackson entered military service 

in 1990.  During her 23 years of 
military service she served in nu-
merous overseas locations in Ger-
many, Korea, Iraq and Kuwait. 
She served multiple combat tours 
in support of Operations Iraqi and 
Enduring Freedom. She stated the 
highlight of her career was work-
ing at Landstuhl Medical Facility, 
Germany as a wounded warrior li-
aison. She and her husband, Rod-
ney, plan to reside in San Antonio, 
Texas.

Staff Sgt. Steven Kerrigan 
Kerrigan entered military ser-

vice in 1993 as a field artillery 
cannon crewmember. He served 
in numerous overseas locations 
in Camp Casemera, Yugoslavia; 
Italy; Iraq; and Afghanistan.  He 
served multiple combat tours in 
support of Operations Iraqi and 
Enduring Freedom.  He stated the 
highlight of his career was suc-
cessfully leading Soldiers in Af-
ghanistan with no losses.  He plans 
to reside in Danville, Ill. 

Colleen Marks 
Marks entered military service 

in 1969 as an X-ray technician. 
She served in Germany and Ko-
rea before retiring as a sergeant 
first class. She returned to serve 
the Army as a civilian in 1986. 
She stated the highlight of her ca-

reer was graduating from the Air 
Traffic Control Course and mar-
rying a co-instructor.  She and her 
husband, Loren, plan to reside in 
Enterprise.

Roy Matthews
Matthews is retiring after 31 

years of service.  He served on 
active duty from 1974 to 1980 
before entering the civil service.  
He said the highlight of his ca-
reer was serving with wonderful 
co-workers and assisting Sol-
diers who have a great respon-
sibility in serving the country. In 
addition, he appreciated the op-
portunity to meet many people 
from all over the world.  He and 
his wife, Margie, plan to reside 
in Enterprise. 

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer
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The quarterly retirement ceremony took place Friday at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum where friends and Family gathered to honor nine 
Soldiers and two civilians who served the United States with distinction. CW4 Tod Clark, Colleen Marks, CW4 Raymond Massey, Roy 
Matthews and Command Sgt. Maj. John Chandler were all honored at the ceremony. 

News Briefs
During this timeframe, traffic will be detoured around the con-
struction and signs will be displayed to assist motorists.

Traffic entering through the gate will turn left onto Novosel 
and then go right onto Andrews Avenue, and then turn right onto 
Nighthawk to reach the open part of Third Avenue. 

Once construction is completed and upon reopening, the por-
tion of Raider Street between Andrews Avenue and Third Av-
enue will become a dead end street. All traffic will enter this 
portion of Raider Street from Andrews Avenue – vehicles will 
no longer be able to turn onto Raider Street, towards Andrews 
Avenue, from Third Avenue. Motorists entering and exiting 
the Daleville Gate will be affected by this closure and are en-
couraged to plan their travels to allow for possible delays. The 
construction is being done in an effort to enhance the security 
posture for the installation. In the event of inclement weather, 
construction will be rescheduled to a later date.

Tax center opens
The Fort Rucker Tax Center will open Monday, but phone 

lines will open this Friday for people to make appointments. 
The center will be open Mondays-Fridays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
until April 15 in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 371F. The center is available 
to valid military ID card holders at no cost. Reservists must be 
on Title 10 status and bring a copy of their call to active duty 
orders.

People using the tax center should bring the following docu-
ments: Social Security card; all W-2s and wage and earnings 
statements; blank or canceled check with routing and account 
number of bank, 1099-R; copy of last year’s tax return (if avail-
able); and any documents pertaining to earnings from gambling 

winnings, unemployment or compensations. Use of the tax cen-
ter is by appointment only.

For more information or to make an appointment, call 255-
2937 or 255-2938.

Heritage month kickoff
The African American Heritage Month kickoff takes place 

Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the post exchange. The 
Fort Rucker Elementary School choir will perform during the 
event. For more information, call 598-9423.

ACAP presentation
The Fort Rucker Army Career and Alumni Program Transi-

tion Center sponsors a once-a-year presentation on transition 
Tuesday from 8:30-11 a.m. in Bldg. 4502, Rm. 210.  The free 
presentation, entitled “Marketing Yourself for a Second Career,” 
is offered by the Military Officers Association of America. All 
ranks may attend, but it is geared towards officers and senior 
NCOs. Spouses, civilians and retirees are also welcome to at-
tend.

For more information, call 255-3932.   

Siren test
The Installation Operations Center conducts a test of the 

emergency mass notification system the first Wednesday of 
each month at 11 a.m. At that time people will hear the siren 
over the giant voice. No actions are required.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree Council meets the first 

Thursday of each month in The Landing at 11:30 a.m. The meet-
ing is an open forum and all retirees are invited to attend.

Nurse advice line
Lyster Army Health Clinic patients needing non-emergent 

medical attention after duty hours or on the weekends must 
call the nurse advice line at (877) 418-0983 before going to 
an urgent care clinic in the area. Upon check-in at the urgent 
care clinic, patients should inform the staff that they are be-
ing referred from TRICARE and are normally seen at LAHC. If 
receiving medication, patients should remember that Walgreens 
does not accept TRICARE. If the clinic wants to send a pre-
scription to Walgreens, patients should tell them it needs to go 
to another pharmacy that accepts TRICARE. 

Commissary scholarships 
Applications for the 2014 Scholarships for Military Children 

Program are available at commissaries worldwide or on the In-
ternet at http://www.militaryscholar.org. Applications must be 
turned in to a commissary by the close of business Feb. 28. 
Packages must be hand-delivered, or shipped via U.S. Postal 
Service or other delivery methods – not emailed or faxed. This 
year’s award amount has risen to $2,000 and the program awards 
at least one scholarship at each commissary with qualified ap-
plicants. Applicants should ensure that they and their sponsor 
are enrolled in the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting 
System database and have a military ID card. 

For more information, students or sponsors should call (856) 
616-9311, or send an email to militaryscholar@scholarship-
managers.com.

Instructor of the quarter 
Brian A. Clarke, 2nd Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment and civilian academic instructor of the quarter, CW3 
Matthew J. Williamson, 110th Aviation Brigade and officer instructor pilot of the quarter, and Capt. Daniel J. 
O’Donnel, 1st Avn. Bde. and officer academic instructor of the quarter, stand together during the Instructor 
of the Quarter ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum Jan. 22. Other winners who were unable to at-
tend the ceremony are CW4 April C. Wallace, Warrant Officer Career College and warrant officer academic 
instructor of the quarter, and Staff Sgt. Garrick W. Morgenwick, U.S. Army School of Aviation Medicine and 
NCO academic instructor of the quarter.

Courtesy photo

The quarterly retirement ceremony took place Friday at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum where friends and Family gathered to honor nine 
Soldiers and two civilians who served the United States with distinction.  Back row: Col. Robert Mitchell, Master Sgt. Curtis Pitts and 
CW5 Bobby Sebren. Front row: Master Sgt. Claudia Jackson, Maj. Dennis Caliyo and Staff Sgt. Steven Kerrigan.



WASHINGTON – Less mon-
ey means fewer flying hours 
for training pilots and aircrews. 
How can the Army maximize 
the value of those limited fly-
ing hours so Soldiers can get the 
most out of their time in a real 
aircraft?

CW5 Randy Godfrey, chief 
warrant officer of the Aviation 
Branch, U.S. Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence, suggests 
the “week-long flight” as one 
approach to make those hours in 
the air have more benefit.

During the Association of the 
United States Army Aviation 
Symposium Jan. 14 in Arling-
ton, Va., Godfrey explained how 
the days before an actual flight 
and the days after could be struc-
tured to get the most out of three 
or four hours of actual flying.

“How do we maximize our 
flying hours? An example I have 
looked at is something called 
the ‘week-long flight,’” God-
frey said. “So when you have 
a three- or four-hour flight, we 
can stretch that out and have it 
take approximately three to four 
days.”

On Jan. 13, he said, Soldiers 
go back to “company-level plan-
ning,” something that atrophied 
somewhat in Iraq and Afghani-
stan because the operations tem-
po there pushed such planning 
up the chain of command.

“Let’s go back to company-
level training. We have frag-
mentary orders, a scenario that 
we develop based on our mis-
sion-essential task list for that 
company,” he said. “We take 
that scenario, that [fragmentary 
order], and we break it apart into 
what’s called our mission plan-
ning cells, where everybody in 
the company has a part in that 

where they develop and look at 
different things. At the end of 
the day, we bring those mission 
planning cells together, we de-
velop our operations order, our 
mission briefs.”

The missions are actually 
briefed, he said, and then Sol-
diers rehearse those missions.

“We either rehearse them the 
old-style way on a sand table or 
a training board, or we use some 
of the newer technology we 
have or would like to see devel-
oped: the Tactical Terrain Visu-
alization System, desktop type 
things where they can actually 
see those missions and fly them 
in a virtual world.”

The next day, crews would go 
to simulators and practice. They 
might use the Aviation Com-
bined Arms Tactical Trainer or 
the Longbow Crew Trainer for 
instance.

“Hopefully all those can tie 
in together and we have incor-
porated those with our ground 
units,” Godfrey said, adding that 
those missions should be prac-
ticed “over and over” to help 
Soldiers develop.

Next, crews would actually 
suit up and get inside a real air-
craft for a real flight – limited as 
it may be.

“When we fly that mission, 
we’ve seen this mission for 
three days now, we’ve practiced 
it, we’ve briefed it,” he said. “So 
it maximizes those three or four 
hours they may be out flying.”

Finally, on the following day, 
he said, crews do their after-ac-
tion review and debriefs.

“We capture the lessons 
learned to put into that scenario,” 
he said. “So basically a three- or 
four-hour flight, we’ve taken a 
whole week, and we’ve seen this 
multiple times in maximizing 
the amount of flight hours.”

Army Aviation leaders at the 

conference said that virtual train-
ing in Army simulators is key to 
maintaining readiness when fly-
ing hours are being cut.

Brig. Gen. Michael D. Lundy, 
deputy commanding general, 
U.S. Army Combined Arms Cen-
ter, said the Army’s integrated 
training environment – fielded 
now at five Army installations 
and eventually at 17 – plays a 
part in that.

“It ties together a lot of our 
legacy training aids, devices, 
simulators and simulations, spe-
cifically for Aviation’s Aviation 
Combined Arms Tactical Trainer 
and the non-rated crew member 
module, but also the close com-
bat tactical trainer on the ground 
side, all of our constructive sim-
ulations, and our live capabili-
ties that are out there – home-
station instrumentation systems, 
and MILES,” he said.

Systems at Fort Hood, Texas; 
Fort Bliss, Texas; Fort Camp-
bell, Ky.; Fort Stewart, Ga.; and 
in Korea allow units at home 
station to “replicate very closely 
what our fidelity is out at the 
combat training centers with the 
instrumentation and the integra-
tion of these different enablers.”

By 2022, he wants to move 
into something called the “Fu-
ture Holistic Training Environ-
ment - Live Synthetic” to get 
“away from multiple environ-
ments, virtual, gaming, con-
structive, and go to one synthet-
ic environment, make it lower 
overhead, and integrate the full 
operations process so a com-
mander can holistically ... sit 
down and go through plan, pre-
pare, execute and access. And 
do everything with respect to 
training in a common operating 
picture,” he said.

With the Army’s Aviation 
Combined Arms Tactical Train-
er, which is a multi-user simula-

tor for training helicopter crews, 
efforts are under way to upgrade 
the systems to account for ad-
vances in current Army Aviation 
assets. Lundy said AVCATT is 
the premier virtual trainer on 
the virtual side for the Army, 
but that the system has currency 
issues now in that it is not con-
current with the CH-47F model 
Chinook, the UH-60M Black 
Hawk or the AH-64 Block III.

They have a plan with a way 
ahead on upgrading the training 
capability of the AVCATT sys-
tem to include CH-47F, and also 
with the UH-60M Black Hawk. 
Lundy said they are still work-
ing upgrades to bring it current 
with AH-64 Block III capabili-
ties.

Lundy told attendees that 
changes to Army training doc-
trine are drawing attention to 
the role commanders play in 
keeping their Solders ready for 
combat.

“The big change for training 
doctrine was really re-emphasis 
the commander’s role in train-
ing,” he said.

Army doctrine has been re-
written to re-emphasize that, and 
also changed to make sure there 
is a closer alignment in training 
with how the Army fights.

Col. Robert T. Ault, com-
mander, 4th Combat Aviation 
Brigade, said company com-
manders must take ownership of 
simulated training as well.

“Company leadership needs 
to learn to train in the simulated 
environment,” Ault said. “The 
fidelity of the simulated environ-
ment is maintained at that level. 
They have to understand how 
to transition their force, their 
units, their Soldiers from flying 
live missions to now making the 
simulator – not necessarily seem 
real – but have fidelity.”

And Command Sgt. Maj. 

James H. Thomson Jr., Aviation 
Branch senior enlisted adviser, 
said there are changes for en-
listed Soldiers as well. He said 
that after 10 years at war, NCOs 
know how to be trained – but 
they might not know how to 
train others.

“We have to train that para-
digm and get back to NCOs 
owning training,” Thompson 
said. “We’re working on a lot of 
initiatives to get there.”

He also said there are changes 
being developed for enlisted 
Aviation training. The concept is 
to move toward a “skills-based” 
program of instruction. Using 
an aircraft engine mechanic as 
an example, Thompson said the 
Army is looking to get away 
from Soldiers preforming 70-80 
critical tasks and instead get-
ting Soldiers to master skills and 
knowledge required for their 
MOS.

An enlisted engine mechanic 
does critical tasks on every tur-
bine engine in the Army inven-
tory, he said.

“Instead of that, we will spend 
several weeks mastering the 
skills that a turbine engine me-
chanic needs without even see-
ing an engine,” he said. After 
that skills-based training and 
mastery of skills, he said, they 
might then go do critical tasks 
on various Army engines.

“It’s not 80 critical tasks, it’s 
a dozen, to validate those skills 
that were mastered upfront in the 
skills-based training program of 
instruction,” Thomson said.

He also said an initiative for 
NCOs involves a partnership 
with Corpus Christi Army De-
pot, Texas, to send NCOs there 
from units to train with the “arti-
sans” and “really get that gradu-
ate-level maintenance training,” 
Thomson said. “They can bring 
that back to their units.”
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Army Aviation seeks to 
boost value of flying hours

Six UH-60L Black Hawks and two CH-47F Chinooks, assigned to Task Force Brawler, 4th Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment, Task Force Falcon, simultaneously launch a daytime mission, Jan. 18, 2013, from 
Multinational Base Tarin Kowt, Afghanistan.
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the Aviation Learning Center.
“We have dozens of cockpit train-

ers all over post, so it is convenient 
for students to use them. They come 
on their own time, they don’t have 
to come and practice, but it’s best 
if they do,” he said. “If you are a 
student and your instructor pilot 
told you, ‘OK, you better not mess 
this startup tomorrow,’ the student 
can practice on the trainers because 
they have the ability to run through 
a number of procedures that the stu-
dents can react to.”

Students can get better and faster 
at these procedures. This allows 
them to spend more time in the air 
when out on the flight line, said Vid-
ensek. 

And more time in the air is a bet-
ter way to spend the Army’s money, 

he continued. The Army is always 
trying to find ways to modernize 
training, and using the CPTs is more 
cost effective.

“Cost wise, the cockpit trainers 
are more economical, and they are 
a key training tool for them,” said 
Vidensek. “To be able to sit down 
and practice is priceless for some 
students. If you were to put two stu-
dents into a real aircraft and let them 
startup you are talking hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, while in here 
its pennies to the dollar.”

Many students like using these 
trainers because it is not as stress-
ful practicing with a buddy as it is 
with their instructor pilots, and over 
a weeks’ time, Vidensek estimates 
about 150 students come in to use 
the trainers located at the technical 
library.

“They can use the CPTs on their 

own all they like. Students are really 
comfortable and don’t feel pressure 
that they otherwise might experience 
with their teacher overlooking,” said 
Hays. “There are dozens of buttons 
and switches in any aircraft, so this 
helps them remember where things 
are, helps their repetition and muscle 
memory, and it also builds their con-
fidence.” 

Before the Army had these train-
ers pilots would train in the cockpit, 
but because helicopters are more ex-
pensive to own and operate now it 
is not financially responsible to train 
that way anymore. 

“With the new (trainers) it allows 
the pilots to learn everything they 
need, such as going from an analog 
to a digital aircraft,” said Matthew 
Pellegrino, program manager Sci-
ence Applications International Cor-
poration Cockpit Emergency Pro-

cedure Trainer-Mike. “The training 
devices that we put out into the field 
help modernize training and help the 
pilots correlate what they are learn-
ing in the classroom. It makes them 
more responsive.” 

Once upon a time, students also 
learned to hover on what is called 
the hover board, or the marble table, 
a simple mechanism where students 
learn cyclic control and small, coor-
dinated maneuvers. 

Students don’t use the table any-
more, and it is considered by many 
an oddity in the library, but Vid-
ensek said it shows students how far 
Aviation has come when it comes to 
training.

“I like using the trainers for engine 
health indicator tests,” said W01 
Thomas Hubbard, B Company, 1st 
Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment. 
“You never want to get too cozy by 

just looking in a book or thinking 
that you will just get better with time 
when you’re in the aircraft.

“You don’t have to worry about 
damaging anything or burning any-
thing up either,” he added. 

IPs are needed to train in some of 
the more advanced trainers, while 
others are for students only. The ad-
vanced trainers are much more real-
istic – equipped with sound, lights 
and everything pilots in training 
might expect in a real aircraft – to 
help prepare Soldiers.

Some of the trainers are even 
government built, owned and oper-
ated – even the software is govern-
ment owned. This will help keep 
training updated when airframes 
are upgraded in the field, something 
that will keep student pilots on their 
feet when practicing in some of the 
Army’s most advanced equipment.

the car together and we have a good time while we distribute 
the donated food to the different shelters,” she said. “This is 
something we do each year because we see the need, espe-
cially during this time of year.”

Although the main focus of the program was to educate 

children on their academics, Deborah Deas, FRPS principal, 
said the significance of this activity was great because it’s 
part of the process to develop the “whole child.”

“We feel that making an impact in our community is one 
of the things that is important to teach here on Fort Rucker,” 
she said. “We feel that we need to teach them how to be re-
sponsible citizens by taking care of animals, and other agen-

cies on post and in their community.”
“We want to teach the children about giving and to think 

of others aside from theirself, and the children really did not 
disappoint,” added Estevez-Hurst.  “They were coming in 
with big bags of dog food that they could barely carry, and 
one parent even came in with their child and a wagon with 
two big bags of pet food. We are just so grateful.”
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Lessons: Teacher provides encouragement, life advice
Continued from Page A1

they feel is inspirational and fundamental to 
their teachings, and the quote that hangs above 
Halpin’s door reads, “Dream big and dare to 
fail.”

“Fail seems like such a harsh word, but I 
think of it as a positive word and I want these 
kids to think of it that way, too,” she said. “If 
you don’t fail, then you haven’t tried. If you 
don’t try, then you’re never going to succeed.”

To Halpin, failure is a type of success and is 
an opportunity for the students to learn some-
thing. She said she wants to change the percep-
tion that failure is a bad thing, and she wants 
the children to celebrate failure because, to her, 
failure is growth.

Although academics are important, it’s life 
lessons that she hopes she can get across to the 
children along with their everyday studies, and 
a large part of that is having the students stand 

on their own to have the opportunity to fail.
“In the morning, the children work on their 

math warm-ups, and I tell them that during that 
first 10-15 minutes, it’s desert-island time,” 
said the teacher. “I tell them, ‘You are by your-
self and you’ve got to solve this. You have to 
save yourself.’

“Of course I help them eventually, but I want 
them to try first,” she continued. “Their instinct 
is to ask for help, and I do want to help them, 
but sometimes the best help is to let them help 
themselves.”

Halpin, a self-proclaimed Army brat, said 
she feels she got a lot of her teaching philoso-
phy because the way her life panned out early 
on. She had her first child when she was 16 
years old – her daughter, Amy – but she be-
lieves it was the best thing for her.

“That’s something that changes your life,” 
said Halpin. “Although I would not recom-
mend having children at that young of an age, 

it was a good thing for me.
“I have always been very quiet and intro-

verted, and having a daughter at 16 gave me 
some attention, even though it was negative 
attention. It was a good strengthener for me,” 
she continued. “It made me believe in myself, 
trust in myself and learn to not care what peo-
ple thought about me because I know who I 
am.” 

That’s something Halpin said she tries to 
teach her students – to not worry about what 
others think of them. It’s a philosophy that she 
also imparted later in life when she made the 
decision to go to school and become an educa-
tor.

Halpin started her career much later in life 
than most people. She was 34 years old when 
she decided to go to college, and 38 years old 
when she got her degree and started teaching.

She found it difficult at first because she said 
going back to school later in life was daunt-

ing, especially seeing all of her younger class-
mates. Halpin often compared herself to others 
and worried about what they thought of her, 
but again realized that the only opinion that 
mattered was her own.

“At the time, when I was in college, I was 
thinking, ‘Oh my gosh, I’m going to be so old 
when I graduate. What am I going to do?’” she 
remembered. “But then I thought to myself, 
‘I’m going to be 38 one way or the other, I 
might as well be 38 with a degree.’”

With that philosophy in mind, she has suc-
cessfully entered her 13th year of teaching and 
she said she couldn’t be happier.

“I look back over my life and I’m so thank-
ful that everything played out the way that it 
did – so purposefully,” said Halpin. “Although 
I didn’t realize what was happening and where 
it was going at the time, now I’m very happy 
and very fulfilled – personally and profession-
ally. Life is good.”
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NEW LISTING

106± Acres & Pond: 127 Adams ~ $550,000
Operating cattle farm with live -n quarters in barn. 106± acres
includes a 15± acre stocked pond, 8400 sq ft metal barn built in
2007 has a 1800± sq ft inside this as living quarters with full kitchen,
bath, living area, office, central heat & air. Property is completely
fenced also includes all equipment on the property, tractor with A/C
cab & loader, back hoe, farm tractor, Batwing bush hog, tiller, all types
of hand tools & woodworking tools, welders, air-compressors, too
much to list. MILDRED OWENS 464-2121 MLS# 20132569

NEW LISTING

224 Plaza ~$42,000
Great starter home in Daleville conveniently
located. 3BR/1BA, nice dining area or sit at
the bar in the kitchen. Priced to sell, carport off
back side of home overlooking large fenced yard.
Purchase of this property will be by cash at the
closing or on terms acceptable to the seller. All
offers must be submitted through www.HomePath.com.
NANCY 389-1758 & EVELYN 406-3436 MLS# 20132565

NEW LISTING

157 County Road 740 ~ $146,500
Must see, priced right. Look at this 3BR/2BA
with 2-car garage & separate den, convenient to
everything. Se habla Español.
JOHN 389-1450 & NANCY 389-1758
MLS# 20132559

NEW LISTING

118 Grey Fox Trail ~ $220,000
Unique color choices make this such a warm & inviting place. Owner
added screened porch & attached patio for easy entertaining. Also
added gutters & stained privacy fence with double gate. Plenty of
room to park your boat or motor home. Master bath features large
L-shaped walk-in closet & awesome tile work. Located in Brookwood
with beauty & convenient to everything plus gives you a jump on
the beach traffic each weekend. JAN SAWYER 406-2393 MLS#
20140017

NEW LISTING

270 Windsor Garden ~ $160,000
Charming 3BR/2BA in popular Windsor Garden. Great investment
property or could be your first place. Perfect for retirement home
with low maintenance & small lawn. Original patio enclosed as
sunroom & not included in square footage. Gutters, newer laminate
flooring in living room & front bedroom & stainless appliances.
Washer/dryer also convey. JAN SAWYER 406-2393 MLS#
20140015

NEW LISTING

788 Steel ~ $43,500
Enjoy country living in this double wide situated on 3± acres. Unit
was 4BR converted into 3BR with a bonus room. Great starter
home. AGNES KARVONEN 406-9752 MLS# 20140016

NEW LISTING

3145 Achey ~ $62,500
Nice townhome in excellent condition. Roof, vinyl & windows appear
to be relatively new. Ready to move in. Great location, easy commute
to shopping areas & Ft Rucker. Se habla Español. NANCY CAFIERO
389-1758 MLS# 20140035

NEW LISTING

206 Stonechase ~ $214,000
New construction: 4BR/2BA in Stonechase, 30-year architectural
shingles, Low E vinyl windows, open floor plan with island & stainless
appliances, custom tile master shower, natural gas for heating,
cooking & hot water. Flooring is wood, tile & carpeted bedrooms.
Exterior is brick with Hardi board & vinyl eves for low maintenance.
Sprinkler system & privacy fence are also included. Seller is
a licensed REALTOR in the State of Alabama. NORMAN RILEY
CONSTRUCTION 406-6746 MLS# 20140080

NEW LISTING

3082 Achey ~ $123,650
3BR/2BA that is priced right & is located very convenient to Ft
Rucker. Has a covered back porch & a privacy fence around the
backyard that makes it ideal for those cookouts & parties.
BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534 MLS# 20132579

113 Winterberry ~ $119,500
Like new, 1-story townhouse, 2BR/2BA, living & dining area, 1-car
garage. Lawn care, easy living & convenient to Ft Rucker.
ANGIE GOODMAN 464-7869 MLS# 20132660

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

108 Oriole ~ $107,500
Fannie Mae HomePath property. Remodeled 3BR/2BA
home on a nice level lot. Features a large family room
adjoining the kitchen/breakfast area & convenient to the
living room. Nice screened back porch off this room with
storage room attached to it. The master suite consists
of bedroom with 2 closets & step down to a den with
fireplace. Storage shed in the back corner & a large concrete slab to park
your trailer. NANCY 389-1758 & EVELYN 406-3436 MLS# 20140075

NEW LISTING

619 W Pullum ~ $107,000
Spacious 3BR/2.5BA, beautiful hardwood floors, foyer, living, dining
plus a family room & sunroom. Lot of closets for age of home,
with laundry closet in hallway, sunroom isn’t heated or cooled so
this isn’t included in square footage. Central natural gas heat with
gas hot water heater, central electric cooling. Detached workshop
or storage with attached screened porch. Power not connected,
but has been in the past. Roof approx 7 years old. Large level
backyard. MILDRED OWENS 464-2121 MLS# 20140005
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215 EAGLE LANDING ~ $119,900: This lovely town home has stainless steel
appliances. There are walk-in closets in both bedrooms & French doors open onto a
covered patio downstairs. There is access to a community pool for your enjoyment.
There is so much more to see! PAT LEGGETT 406-7653

COMMUNITY POOL

CUSTOM BUILT IN SOMMER BROOK

100 HIDDEN CREEK: This home has EVERYTHING you want in your dream home.
Call me to see it today. EVELYN HITCH 406-3436

JUST LISTED, ON THE LAKE

201 INDIAN CAMP CROSSING ~ GATEWAY ESTATES ~ $295,000: LAKEFRONT,
4BR, large kitchen, stainless steel appliances, granite countertops, formal dining
room, 2 living areas, fireplace, new roof, newly painted throughout, mud room,
fenced backyard, corner lot. Incredible view!! TEXT TERRI 406-2072

$115,950

150 MAGNOLIA: Darling house! You will love this 4BR/2BA house that was recently
updated & features a large kitchen & dining area, spacious bedrooms & gleaming
hardwood floors. The den with fireplace is a perfect place for the big screen TV –
gather family & friends for the big game! Relax on the open deck or the covered patio
& deck that overlook the quiet backyard. Workshop is located in basement & has
access from the inside & also walks out to covered patio area. Pets welcome – fenced
front & back. MARY JONES 790-2933

TRUST OUR 40 YEARS OF LOCAL EXPERIENCE
TO SHOW YOU ANY HOUSE ON THE MARKET!

Local housing market conditions can change quickly &
unexpectedly, making decisions about home buying & selling
can be difficult. The solution is to find professional advice &
assistance from a team of seasoned professional REALTORs,
like those at our CENTURY 21 Regency Realty, Inc. team.
Using our powerful home listings tools, you can quickly find
properties that match your needs. Then, our experienced,
professional agents can assist you with every detail of your
purchase. Trust our 40 years of local real estate experience,
we can show you any home, please call us today 347-0048.
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MAXTON, N.C. — Many units can pack 
their equipment in military vehicles and set 
up a tactical operation center at a variety of 
locations throughout the Fort Bragg training 
areas, but when it comes to mobilizing a unit 
whose primary mission is to fly helicopters, 
the logistics of mobility takes a bit more plan-
ning.

The 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade requires 
airfield infrastructure, such as flight lines and 
hangars, to provide ground troops with air 
support, and while the brigade’s troopers can 
provide training support and practice flying 
techniques from Simmons Army Airfield, it is 
important for them to rehearse the deployment 
process of unit movement and establishing an 
operations center, according to Lt. Col. Bryan 
Chivers, 2-82nd ASLT commander.

To incorporate such training, the Corsair 
troopers of 2nd Aviation Assault Battalion, 
82nd CAB, deployed to Laurinburg-Maxton 
Airport in Maxton to fly missions supporting 
the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne 
Division, and other division units during a 
division-wide field training exercise Jan. 10-
16.

The remote field training gives Chivers and 
his troopers an opportunity to rehearse opera-
tions in a more realistic scenario.

“When you are in this type of environment, 
you find out what you really need to complete 
the mission,” Chivers said. “When we are on 
base, it is not as realistic. We have to be able to 
move from one location to another, set up and 
ensure continuity to support any mission.”

Capt. Author Sandlin, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company commander, 2-82nd 
ASLT, led the battalion in the logistics and 
primary set up of the training site.

“It starts with finding the right place that 
will allow us to operate our helicopters while 
being able to establish full security and com-
munications with the brigade headquarters and 
units we are here to support,” Sandlin said. 
“There is much more that goes into this type 
of set up versus being on the main base.”

During the division-wide training event, 

Task Force Corsair assisted with troop move-
ment, medical evacuations, troop insertions 
and extractions, and air assault missions.

“This is where we put all of our training to 
support various missions to the test,” said 1st 
Sgt. Robben Kadish, Troop A, 1st Squadron, 
17th Cavalry Regiment, 82nd CAB.

Once the operations center and 
communications are established, troopers 
can also train for obstacles they may face in a 

See airport, Page B4

25th CAB upgrades to UH-60M 

BOLD training
Quartermaster second lieutenants unload a mock casualty from a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter as part of the Basic Officer Leader Department field training exercise 
at Fort Lee, Va, in early January.

Photo by Julianne Cochran

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, Hawaii — 
The pilots started their preflight checks on 
the aircraft like they have done hundreds of 
times before, but this time it was different. 

Almost everything was the same, until 
it came time for the inside checks. The in-
side of the rotary wing aircraft looks like 
something out of the future, with big digital 
screens, and a slew of buttons and switches 
inside the cockpit where analog systems 
used to be.

The age of the analog is fading away, 
making way for the digital age. This is 
the case for the many of the Army’s rotary 
wing aircraft.

Recently the 25th Combat Aviation Bri-
gade, 25th Infantry Division, received new 
UH-60M and HH-60M Medevac model 
Black Hawks, and began training pilots and 
maintenance pilots to operate and manage 
the upgraded systems. 

Before the 25th CAB pilots can even 
conduct a preflight check on the new UH-
60M Black Hawks, they have to be certi-
fied by Science and Engineering Services 
who conduct the nearly four week training 
process. 

“The first portion of the certification is 
the academics portion, where we teach the 
pilots the differences of the new aircraft, 
the Aviation electronic systems and how to 
use the flight planning software,” said Eric 
Turner, academics instructor for SES. “This 
part of the training is where the students 
get their first hands-on experience of the 
new equipment with the use of the Cockpit 
Academic Procedural Tool. This is a small 
version of the new cockpit that allows us to 
teach how the new systems work and the 
new layout of the cockpit,” said Turner.

Pilots with the 25th CAB said they im-
mediately recognized some of the advan-
tages the new M-model systems enabled 
for them. 

“The new systems allow for a greater 
detail when planning our routes before we 
even get to the aircraft, allowing the pi-
lots to ensure greater safety and more ef-
ficiency,” said CW3 Steven Silva, pilot in 
command, B Company, 2nd Battalion, 25th 
Aviation Regiment, 25th CAB.

Some of the new capabilities of the 
Black Hawks are an improved crashworthy 
external fuel system, improved durability 
gearbox with rotor brake, wider and more 
efficient chord rotor blades, an additional 
battery, two flight control computers, four 

multi-function digital displays, digital maps 
with live tracking, dual digital flight con-
trols, improved turbine engine and a greater 
viewing area within the cockpit. 

“I am really impressed with the aircraft’s 
capabilities,” said CW2 Rafael Solis, main-

tenance test pilot, B Co., 2-25th AVN, 25th 
CAB. “To be able to make some adjust-
ments with a few switches and knobs, and 
the aircraft will fly in the direction, altitude 

82nd CAB deploys to airport for training

Troopers with 2nd Aviation Assault Battalion, 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade prepare to load a UH-60M Black 
Hawk helicopter at Laurinburg-Maxton Airport in Maxton, N.C., Jan. 15. The 2-82nd ASLT troopers were at the 
airport to provide air support and rehearse deployment operations during a division-wide training event Jan. 
10-16. 

Photo by Sgt. April de Armas 

CW2 Rafael Solis, maintenance test pilot, B Company, 2nd Battalion, 25th Aviation Regiment, 25th Com-
bat Aviation Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, conducts preflight checks on a HH-60M MEDEVAC Black 
Hawk before flying the new aircraft Jan. 15.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Matthew G. Ryan 

See CAB, Page B4

By Sgt. Matthew Ryan
25th Combat Aviation Brigade

By Sgt. April de Armas
82nd Combat Aviation Brigade

FORT CAMPBELL, 
Ky. — For two Soldiers at 
Fort Campbell, childhood 
dreams are one step closer 
to reality after the Mars One 
announcement Dec. 30.

Mars One is a privatized 
foundation with the goal of 
establishing a permanent 
settlement on Mars by 2025. 
As a preliminary step in this 
process, the foundation is 
assembling a pool of cadets 
who will help colonize the 
Red Planet.

CW4 David Woodward 
and 1st Lt. Heidi Beemer 
heard about this mission 
several months ago and they 
were two of about 200,000 
to start the application pro-
cess for the outerspace op-
portunity. Both Soldiers are 
celebrating making it past 
the first cut.

A more intensive second-
round elimination process, 
including medical screen-
ings and one-on-one inter-
views, will trim the remain-
ing 1,058. The applicants 
come from across the globe 
with the eventual goal of 
creating four-person teams 
for the one-way trip to 
Mars.

Woodward, a 159th Com-
bat Aviation Brigade UH-60 
Black Hawk maintenance 
test pilot, recalls watching 
space programs on his local 
public television station as 
a child – one of few stations 
his small town received.

“Most recently, my inter-
est was sparked for Mars 
by Robert Zubrin’s book 
‘The Case for Mars,’” said 
Woodward, in an email. 
The Soldier recently de-
ployed to Afghanistan with 
Task Force Lift.

“I was later intrigued by 
the ‘Science’ magazine poll 
on who would volunteer 
for a one-way trip to Mars, 
not thinking that any orga-
nization would seriously 
consider this revolutionary 
avenue (that) places us back 
to our pioneering and colo-
nial spirit. After discovering 
Mars One, it was only logi-
cal that I would attempt to 
go as far as possible in the 

From 
Soldiers to 
Martians: 
2 advance 
in contest, 
aim for stars
By Megan Locke Simpson
Fort Campbell 
Public Affairs

See Stars, Page B4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

YARD & ESTATE SALES

FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE
AUCTIONS

FIREWOOD & FUEL

HEALTH PRODUCTS

HOBBIES, CRAFTS & SHOWS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SPORTING GOODS

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

HORSES & CATTLE

PASTURES & STALLS

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
CLERICAL & ADMINISTRATIVE

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

CONDOS & TOWNHOMES

HOMES WITH ACREAGE

RECREATION
MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

HURRY SALE !!!!
NOW SELLING 100’s of Misc. ITEMS
Reduced to 50% off. Furniture 30% off

in " BC booth "
û Backyard Treasure 2331 Ross Clark Cr.

THE MISSING PIECE
Storewide Sale - Starting at
Ê 20% off Furniture
Ê 30% off Accessories
Ê40% off Glassware
Ê50% off Pictures
107 S. Cherokee

Wed-Sat 10:30 to 4:00

Consignment Shop in Dothan FOR SALE
specializing in clothing & acc. for women.
Well established with over 400 consignors
& a growing customer base, sales of

100K + yr. Unlimited potential for increase
sales & expansion. Store fixtures, eqiup,
& database included, Will train new owner.

Leave message at 334-677-5113

Fully equipped Beauty Salon or Barber
Shop for rent by the month or chair rentel.

Call Ronald 334-793-4263
2050 Montgomery Hwy Dothan, AL

Janitorial Business for sale
Equipment, training and 60K
annual gross $19,500
r 504-915-1474 q

Pre-School/Day Care for Sale in Dothan AL.
completely furnished, great location,
established for over 36 yrs. 334-677-3704

Smith Trading Post Inc.
9017 W US Hwy. 84 Dothan. Sat. Feb. 1st,, 6 PM.
See our ad on Auctionzip.com with auctioneer

ID #13960 for pictures.
10 % Buyers Premium Cash & check only.
Col. Larry Smith Al. lic. # 916. 334-797-0785

FIREWOOD (all split oak)
Delivery available! TRUCK LOAD $70.
CALL MARK 334-701-4967 or 791-6735

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Dothan Home Depot
"Do it Herself" workshop

6:30pm to 8:00pm
February 20th

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

AMF Playmaster Pool Table
Red felt 4x8. Very good
condition. All accessories
included. Buyer responsible
for moving. Located in Enter-
prise. $1750.00 OBO.
Call or text 334-806-6004.

Dunlop Golf Clubs: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Woods. 5, 6, 7, 8,
9 and P Irons. Putter, tees and some golf balls.
Carrying bag, with cover, and shoulder strap.
$140. 334-389-0729

1 Â Free Rescued Dogs Black Labs, Beautiful
Pitts, Lab Mixes, Small Mixed Breeds,

2 - f & m Beagles 6 mo. old mix 2-sm. Terriers
Springer Spaniel All Shots Call 334-791-7312

ACK Reg. Labs - 5-females $300.
Parents on site. Ready Jan. 30th. father is a
choc. pointing lab, mother is silver.

Dew Claws removed & shots & wormed
334-790-3582 or 334-618-7256.

All left over Christmas Babies are on sale !!
Yorkies, Shorkie, Yorkies Mixes and
Japanese Chin Mixes 334-718-9745

Chocolate Lab puppies: Beautiful AKC. Another
litter from Lexi Deuce! Call to reserve a puppy.
Will be ready for their homes on 02/20/14.
$400 including 1st puppy shot, wormed, and
Vet checked. 334-268-0239

German Shepherd Puppies - AKC, Black/Tan.
3 males $350. Parents on site. 334-393-7284 or
334-806-5851.

Lab Puppies: AKC registered Black females, 12
wks. $100. Call Donnie 229-308-9648

Looking For The Best Family Pet? This is the
Best I Have Ever Had the Pleasure to Share my
Home With!!!Mother is 1/2 Great Dane, 1/2
Standard Poodle Hybrid; Father is AKC Stand-
ard Poodle. All AKC Linage provided. Pups are
3/4 Standard Poodle and 1/4 Great Dane. Coats
range from smooth to wire hair with solid col-
ors of Apricots, Creams and Blacks. (One Black
with a touch of white!) Born Dec 7th,13. Availa-
ble Feb 7th. Health cert. all shots/worming up
to date. Tails docked for your convenience!
Best in Breed traits! No genetic defects! Not a
breeder or puppy mill! A onetime opportunity!
No more litters available through our Great
Danoodle! Please contact 334-565-3067
Days/334-685-0144 Nites/wkends Rochelle

GREEN FROZEN
PEANUTS
û We also have
shelled peanuts

850-352-4423
850-209-3322 or 850-573-6594

r 4128 Hwy 231

BULK WHEAT
for Sale

$9.00 per bussell
r 229-246-1340 q

MADDOX FARMS
Beautiful Bermuda Coastal Hay
r Round Rolls $50 r Square $5

Call 334-791-0023

Top Quality Coastal Bermuda
Hay - Large Rolls

Fertilized & Weed Control
r 850-209-9145 q

Complete Herd of Cattle for sale . Black Angus,
18 cows, 13 calves, rest calving now till spring.
Buyer takes all. 334-718-7397.

MADDOX FARMS
∂ Horse Boarding
(barn or pastures)
∂ Beautiful Trails
∂ Excellent Care

Call 334-791-0023 or 334-791-7312

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract too small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

WANTED - LOOKING FOR LONG TERM
r Deer Lease/Hunting

rights on large private ac. 150-300 acres.
starting this season and for many more

years to follow. 603-566-4330.

û Dental position opening in Enterprise
Front desk position, people skills, phone

skills, knowledge of dental software, schedul-
ing patients, insurance. Multi-tasking nec.

Fax resume to: 334-347-1101
or mail to: P.O. Box 311185 Enterprise

or call 334-464-2021.

The Coffee County Landfill
has openings for the position:
Mechanic’s Helper

Starting Pay $11.04 per hour. Demonstrated
experience performing routine maintenance
and services on heavy equipment or

verifiable training in maintenance activities;
experience operating heavy construction or
agricultural equipment; knowledge and

experience with computer systems including
Microsoft Office products; and a valid
Alabama Driver’s License are required.
Knowledge and experience with basic
electrical troubleshooting, related

environmental compliance programs, and
solid waste operations preferred.

Benefits include: paid vacation, sick leave,
health insurance, holidays,
and State retirement.

Closing date: February 7, 2014.
Please apply at the Alabama Career Center,
Enterprise, AL. Coffee County is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Coffee County Highway Department
Equipment Operator II

Duties and responsibilities include, but are
not limited to, operate medium and heavy
equipment and vehicles to construct,

maintain, and improve roads and drainage
systems and perform additional tasks
as assigned. û Must have experience &
valid Commercial Driver’s License.

Paid Vacation, Sick Leave, Health Insurance,
Holidays and State Retirement

Salary Rage $10.81 to $17.71 per hour

Closing Date January 31st. 2014
Please apply at the Alabama Career

Center, Enterprise, AL.
Coffee County is an EOE

Look ahead to your
future! Start training
for a new career in
Medical Assisting,
Medical Office Admin.,
Pharmacy Technology,

& HVAC!
Call Fortis College 855-445-3276

For consumer info: visit www.fortis.edu

2BR, 2.5BA Townhouse for sale in walking dis-
tance of downtown Eufaula. Quiet and quaint.
Deck with large backyard. W/D hookup and
large pantry. Spacious rooms. Not for rent.
$92,000. Call 256-437-3768

Beautiful Graceville FL home and farm -
4BR, 3 ½ BA, custom built home on 239 acres.
Can divide. 175 acres tillable for corn, soy-
beans, cotton. Large free standing building.
3 wells. Joe Farris, Land and Stand Properties.
850-387-5517

Winnebago 1995 Vectra 33 ft. C/H&A, auto lev-
eling, Q-bed, new tires, batteries, frig. 7.5 Onan
generator, lg. awning, lots of storage in & out-
side, micr-convection oven combo, gas stove,
hot water heater, 30 or 50 amp power, all
orignal paper work. $20,000. OBO 334-585-6689

1936 Packard suicide rear 4-doors, super 8 w/
inline 8 cyl. 454 cu. in eng. wooden spoke
wheels & outside fender mounted spares out-
side luggage rack in rear. Needs lots of repairs.
Only 1500 built that yr. $2000. cash, firm!
Serious Prospects onyl please 334-983-3836.
1965 Mustang Convertible - Red with Parch-
ment Top and Pony Interior. very nice, new
tires, Great Car with A/C. 334-301-3574

$99.* RIDE TODAY
Call Today for Details
GOT BAD CREDIT?

Ask about $1000. discount
Repo pass bankruptcy

SLOW CREDIT OK - SSI & VA OK
Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550

CADILLAC 1991 Brougham, under 15 thousand
miles, garage kept $5,500 OBO 334-687-9161

Ford 1994 F-150 XLT , single cab, auto, 302 V8,
dual tanks, PS, PB, PS, PDL, PW, complete
brake job, full tune up. Red/Silver, red cloth
seat. Looks, runs and drives good. Must see!
$4,595. Owner, Dothan, 334-671-3059.

Grand Marque 2008 leather seat, 1-owner
low mileage, black w/ gray int. new tires,
garage kept, looks like new, Real Clean!!
334-797-5151

Honda 2000 Odyssey
Family van- Runs perfect.
Clean inside & out. Ice cold
air. Everything works. Has
been garage kept. 152k mi.

$4,995. For more info call 334-693-9360

Honda 2009 Accord, great gas mileage, certi-
fied warranty, nice car, well equipped. $250
down and $250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher
334-791-8243.

Lincoln 2004 Town Car
Signature, loaded, leath-
er, like new, clean, 94k
miles, 2owner, $7500.
334-790-7959.

Nissan 2013 Altima S, low miles, fully equipped,
must sell. $200 down, $279 per month. Call Ron
Ellis 334-714-0028.

Toyota 1998 Avalon , new tires & paint, cold AC,
exc. cond. 154K miles, $3995.
334-792-8018 OR 334-792-8827

Toyota 2011 Camry LE.
4 door sedan, metallic
green, 34,000 miles. Tan
cloth interior. Very clean.
$14,900. Will accept rea-

sonable offer. 334-402-1180 or 334-397-4301

2007 V STAR 1300 (Black) - One Owner, Garage
Keep, Like New, 2000 Miles $5,500. Bought in
2009 from Wards’ Yamaha. 334-707-8074

Yamaha 2005 V-star 650 classic , shaffs drive,
saddle bags, windshield, front light bar, crash
bar 7000 miles, very good condition
$3000. 334-714-9380.

2007 GMC Yukon SLT -V8, Flex fuel, one owner,
navy with tan interior, leather, power seats and
windows, 6 cd changer, rear bucket seats, rear
air and radio, 3rd row seat, 66K miles, $18,995,
call 334-791-1570 leave message.

Ford 2004 Explorer: Green. Extra clean, loaded
with all power. Low miles. New tires. Garage
kept. Excellent condition. $9,750 or best offer.
Call 334-347-6375

Ford 1987 Bronco 4x4
RUNS GREAT!! Good tires.
New Sears battery, rear
window motor, fuel gauge.

Brakes recently overhauled. Less than 10k
miles on major tune-up (including distributor,
plugs, wires, oxygen sensor, etc.) Been used as
my hunting camp truck the last 7 years. Asking
$3,400. 334-750-5000
Honda 2009 CRV, low miles, under warranty,
must sell. $200 down, $259 per month. Call Ron
Ellis 334-714-0028.
Nissan 2012 Rouge, Super Nice SUV, Good fami-
ly vehicle, plenty of room, loaded, bring this ad
in and get $500 discount, $250 down, $250 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-8243.

2007 Ford F150, has been babied! white, 66K
miles, perfect 1st vehical for teen, driven only
by older non-smoker female 850-348-9789
Chevy 2010 Silverado , 4 door, 54K miles,
On-star, Bluetooth, Weathertech mats.
Retiring and must sell. $24,500. 334-585-5288
GMC 1998 Sierra 1500 state owned and
maintained , runs & rides great! $3495. OBO
850-526-2963 or 850-557-2523.

Toyota 2010 Tacoma SR5
White, 2 wheel drive, 4 door
V6, tow package, new tires,
Excellent condition. 46,000

miles. $23,300. 334-693-4987 or 796-5919

1997 FORD Econoline Club Wagon Van , Seats 11
people, 273k, Runs great, great, needs some
sm. repairs. Accepting closed bids, closed bids
at (334) 308-2480. Starting bid is $1500.
All proceeds will go to the DAV Chapter #9

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$250 & s Complete Cars
CALL 334-714-6285

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

WEWILL BUY YOUR CAR
OUTRIGHT !

Regardless of year, make, model, we have
millions of dollars on hand to pay you good

money for your curent vehicle.
We Are On The Coast But Worth The Drive,
& reputable, & we can give you a fair price

appraisal in 15 minutes.

Call for appointment, dealer. 877-497-7975

PHIL’s CONCRETE LLC
“Affordable Small Job Specialist”

FREE ESTIMATES
• Driveways • Sidewalks • Patios

35 years exp. CALL PHIL 334-401-1689

Antique Handtools - 10 pieces. At least 100
years old. $300. 334-693-0087
Heater- portable oil filled radiator. Like new
$65. Blower- Gas Ryobi, used once. $90.
334-693-0087
Tillers - 9" Ryobi, used twice; Troybilt, good
condition - $400. Fertilizer Spreader - Pull
behind rotary, 13" wheels - $90. 334-693-0087
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applicant process as well as try to 
promote the program.”

Beemer, a 63rd Chemical Com-
pany platoon leader, remembers the 
newspaper clippings that adorned 
her walls as a child. Her father was 
in the Navy and fostered in her a 
great love for science. 

“He tried to push as much sci-
ence on me as he could, as far as 
like astronomy and geology and all 
that stuff,” she said. “One of the ar-
ticles was about the Sojourner rov-
er, which had just landed on Mars, 
and it had this big panoramic of the 
image that they were getting. And 
this little rover roved around for a 
few hours and then died, and it was 
a huge deal back then.”

Before accepting an Army com-
mission, Beemer attended a math 
and science-centered high school 
and the Virginia Military Insti-
tute. She also got the opportunity 
to work at the NASA Langley Re-
search Center and the Mars Desert 
Research Station. These experi-
ences spurred her to pursue life as 
a Soldier, after she learned that 86 
percent of NASA astronauts have 
prior military service. Beemer’s 
interest lies in discovering the geo-
logical features of Mars.

While survival will be at the top 

of the list should Woodward make 
it to Mars, he also anticipates time 
to conduct experiments and other 
duties.

“The key areas of development 
that the colony will need to focus on 
will be increasing the agricultural, 
mining, manufacturing and medical 
capabilities in order to grow suf-
ficient food; provide habitat space 
and medical care for the colonists 
to include the capacity for human 
reproduction,” he said.

In recent years, NASA has tran-
sitioned increasingly away from 
manned space flight after retiring 
the U.S. space shuttle fleet in 2011. 

This move leaves the door open 
for more privatized options to take 
hold, including Mars One. This 
concept is an exciting one for both 
Soldiers, and one they are willing to 
back with vigor.

“What interests me the most 
about the program is the fact that 
it is designed to create a permanent 
settlement in much the same way as 
ships sailing to the New World and 
wagon trains traveling out West did, 
thus truly entering humanity into 
the Space Age,” Woodward said.

In this vein, part of the cadets’ 
mission is to raise interest and 
funding for the project. No gov-
ernments are currently involved in 
this endeavor. For an overall view 

of the Mars One plan, visit www.
mars-one.com.

Both Soldiers feel as though their 
military experiences give them a 
heads-up on many other hopefuls. 
Desirable traits that Mars One is 
seeking include leadership and re-
siliency, which receive heavy em-
phasis in the Army.

For Woodward, it is about the 
specialized skills and technical 
knowledge he brings to the table.

“I have a variety of technical 
skills to include having been a die-
sel and gasoline powered electrical 
generation equipment repairer and 
a psychological operations special-
ist,” he said. “The Army has pro-
vided me with leadership training 
and experience to include leading 
a crew of four during stressful and 
dangerous situations. The Army 
has also supplied me with resil-
iency training and the opportunity 
to demonstrate my resilience during 
54 months of combat operations in 
austere conditions in a desert envi-
ronment.”

As the process unfolds, those in-
terested can follow Beemer’s jour-
ney on Twitter @beemer2mars.

“I’m just excited,” she said. “I 
love talking about this. I love being 
a part of this. I’m just really excited 
for it to continue forward in the 
next round.”

and speed that you set without having to manually move 
the aircraft is great.”

The second phase of the training is based on the Trans-
portable Black Hawk Operations Simulator, which is a 
mock setup of the UH-60M Black Hawk. 

This is where pilots spend a few hours each day conduct-

ing preflight checks and flying missions while an instructor 
ensures they are fully trained on the new cockpit before 
moving the pilot onto the final phase of the course, flying 
the new Black Hawks, according to Nick Pianalto, UH-
60M instructor for SES. 

“The best part is how realistic the training is compared to 
the actual aircraft,” said Pianalto. “The simulator acts and 
feels just like the Black Hawk, and makes it easy for pilots 

to transition to flying.” 
During the final phase the pilots receive more than 17 

flight hours with an instructor to ensure they learn basic 
flight operations and maneuvers before achieving certifica-
tion on the new Black Hawks. 

The new improvements allow a greater scope of mis-
sions, while using fewer resources to conduct missions and 
improving the safety of the Army’s pilots and crew.

deployed environment.
“One of the ways we train while out in 

the field is to conduct side training such 
as learning to decontaminate a vehicle and 
equipment in the event of a chemical at-
tack or when entering a chemical environ-
ment,” said 1st Lt. Duane Nixon, chemical 

officer in charge, 2-82nd ASLT. “It is one 
of the ways we maintain readiness in case 
this type of situation occurs.”

From the motor pool to the kitchen, Task 
Force Corsair support troopers worked 
around the clock to sustain the Aviators’ 
ongoing missions during the exercise. 

Staff Sgt. Tyron Plessner and his crew 
from the 2-82nd ASLT motor pool worked 

to guarantee that the vehicles Corsair 
troopers used to travel to the airfield and 
set up the task force headquarters re-
mained mission capable.

“Part of what we do is ensuring that our 
troopers and equipment are not stranded and 
can complete their missions with success,” 
Plessner said. “We perform all the sched-
uled and unscheduled maintenance and we 

practice recovery of stranded vehicles.”
The deployment rehearsal offered the 

Corsair troopers valuable insight they can 
use to help maintain readiness for future 
training events and missions.

“We take so much away from this train-
ing event that will make us more proficient 
as we continue to maintain our readiness 
for the next mission,” Chivers said.

Stars: Experience sets hopefuls apart from the pack
Continued from Page B1
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First Lt. Heidi Beemer, 63rd Chemical Company, and (not pictured) CW4 
David Woodward, 159th Combat Aviation Brigade, are both advancing in 
the Mars One selection process. Mars One’s goal is to establish human 
life on Mars by 2025.

Courtesy Photo

Airport: Deployment rehearsals provide insight, help maintain readiness
Continued from Page B1

Continued from Page B1

CAB: Improvements allow greater mission scope

Medical Center Enterprise brings you a birthing experience that will put your mind at ease when you’re having a baby.
Our spacious suites are designed so that you and your little one can remain together in the same room throughout your
stay. We also offer guidance on breastfeeding and newborn care, and we are here to answer all your questions. And most
important, the nurses and OB physicians on our medical staff are dedicated to your care and comfort.
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Great physicians on
staff. Onewonderful
place to have
your baby.

We proudly accept TRICARE.
400 North Edwards Street • Enterprise, AL 36330

�eWomen’s Center at

OB physicians are independent members of the medical staff at Medical Center Enterprise.
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TRADOC: Smarter 
robots likely in Army’s 
future
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Many types of people have 
called Fort Rucker home through 
the years, giving the area a rich 
heritage blended from all walks 
of life, from Native Americans to 
early settlers to prisoners of war. 
If the walls in the buildings that 
still stand here could communicate 
what they have seen, they might 
tell those listening many remark-
able tales. 

Two of the oldest remaining 
buildings on the installation are the 
Camellia and Magnolia houses – 
settled under Magnolia trees at the 
intersection of Novosel Street and 
Ruf Avenue.  People once strolled 
down Novosel Street, which was 
once lined with Magnolia trees, but 
a little Camp Rucker history is still 
rooted in the ground.

Both houses were constructed in 
1942 and are now used as tempo-
rary lodging for VIP visitors. The 
Magnolia House is mentioned in 
three published books when char-
acters tucked themselves in under 
its roof.

During World War II and the 
Korean conflict, Camellia House, 
the one nearer the street, was the 
quarters of the post commander, 
and both are significant histori-
cally to Fort Rucker for a number 
of reasons, said Michael Maxwell, 
Directorate of Public Works master 
planning division chief.

“According to George Steu-
ber, (a previous) deputy garrison 
commander, when the installa-
tion privatized lodging in 2007 
the houses had to be saved,” said 
Ed Janasky, Directorate of Public 
Works director. “Steuber believed 
they needed to be retained in the 
(InterContinental Hotels Group) 
Historic Collection as distinguished 
visitor’s quarters.”

According to Janasky, both 
houses were modified and enriched 
by German and Italian POW crafts-
men who were interned at Fort 
Rucker during WWII.  

“The walls, floors and cabinets 
are made of heart pine from Fort 
Rucker, and are unique on post,” 
said Steuber in an old email that 
Janasky saved.  “Since becoming 
DVQs, these two buildings have 
been the preferred quarters for 
U.S., foreign military and political 
leaders whenever they have visited 
Fort Rucker.”  

Both Camellia and Magnolia 
House are still filled with memen-
toes of those visits, Janasky said.

The houses are not the only thing 
that was enriched by POWs who 
once lived here.

The chapel behind Bldg. 101 on 
Shamrock Street is one of the few 
remaining wood buildings from 
the WWII period, and contains an 
altar, lectern, podium, rail and four 
chairs made by the German prison-
ers during World War II.  

The chapel is now called Head-
quarters Chapel, and was the origi-
nal chapel on the installation, but 
it has held many names over the 
years: Chapel of the Wings, Post 
Chapel, Headquarters Road Cha-
pel, Chapel No. 1 and Headquar-
ters Place Chapel.

“At some point by Vietnam, it 
was called Chapel of the Wings be-
cause all the graduating pilots had 
their graduation in the chapel and 
got pinned there,” said Chaplain 
(Col.) Dennis Newton, garrison 
and U.S. Army Aviation Cent of 
Excellence chaplain. “But when 
Wings Chapel was put in, they 
decided to revert the name back to 
Headquarters Chapel. And now all 
sorts of wing badge memorabilia 
hang in the chapel as well.”

Fort Rucker was once home to 
13 of these chapels, said Newton. 
Every battalion had its own because 
the Army was ramping up for war. 
But this chapel, he said, represents 
the best of the original 13.

The chapel was built in 1942, 
and the flags that previously flew in 
the Chapel of the Flags in Vietnam, 
Fort Hood, and the original Chapel 
of the Flags here at Fort Rucker, 
now demolished, now hang in the 
Headquarters Chapel. 

“When all Aviation training 
moved to Fort Rucker in 1973, 
the flags, along with the stained 
glass windows, were brought to 
Fort Rucker,” said Maxwell.  “The 
wings represent the various insig-
nia of Army Aviators and are lo-
cated on the back wall of the sanc-
tuary. 

“The wood workings that the 
prisoners constructed are so beau-
tiful, and to think they built them 
just for their own worship purposes 
and to pass the time is fascinating,” 
added Maxwell.

Although it is the only remaining 
chapel at Fort Rucker from World 
War II, services are still held there 
so people can admire the exposed 
wood beams, flags and beautiful 
craftsmanship of the POW pieces 
that adorn the chapel.  

The POWs themselves were 
Axis prisoners, said Maxwell. The 
camp held approximately 1,700-
2,000 prisoners and was con-

structed at Camp Rucker in 1943. 
It closed and was demolished after 
the German surrender in 1945. 

“The location is along Dilly 
Branch Road and is accessible to 
people, but there is not much to 
look at. Only some pavement and 
the foundations are left, and the 
site is not maintained,” said Max-
well. 

Camp Rucker was chosen as a 
main site, according to J. Patrick 
Hughes, Aviation Branch historian, 
because it was centrally located in 
an area of Alabama that was not 
otherwise covered. It was also an 
area away from the coast or bor-
der.

The camp held Germans that 
were captured in the north African 
war against German general Erwin 
Rommel, but it also had Italian 
POWs, according to Hughes.

“They were given to local farm-
ers to harvest peanuts for three 
weeks each year, and were sent to 
the camp at Andalusia to do log-
ging,” said Hughes. “They were 
paid in specially printed script at a 
rate of 75 cents a day.”

Well thought of in the Wiregrass 
area, the camp was not a particu-

larly rough place to be held, said 
Hughes. 

“They had their own commis-
sary where they could spend the 
specially printed currency they re-
ceived. They had extensive oppor-
tunities to take classes and practice 
crafts. And they also had oppor-
tunities to produce theatricals and 
music performances,” he said. 

“When the Italians were released 
because Italy was out of the war, 
they remained here as Italian Allies. 

The POWs became friends with the 
Families of the farmers who used 
their labor,” he continued. “Later 
some of the former German POWs 
returned for visits.”

The POWs left their mark on 
many Fort Rucker buildings that 
remain behind. Between hundreds 
of visitors between the chapel and 
the Magnolia and Camellia houses, 
there is a lot to wonder what the 
walls have seen and what they 
could tell us. 

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Headquarters Chapel is the original chapel built for Camp Rucker.  The chapel now features 50 flags, exposed wood beams, and an altar, lectern, podium, rail and four 
chairs made by German prisoners of war during World War II.  

Photo by Sara E. martin

If walls could talk,
the tales they’d tell

Fort Rucker was once home to 1,700-2,000 Italian and German prisoners of war from WWII. Here, Italian POWs work in their 
mess hall while detained at Camp Rucker.

Courtesy photo

German POWs stand in front of their barracks while detained at Camp Rucker
Courtesy photo

History



C2  ★  January 30, 2014  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

Family resilience 
training

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts Family member 
resilience training Tues-
day and Wednesday from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
The Commons. The class 
helps give people the tools 
they need to become more 
resilient to all the chal-
lenges that life may throws 
at them. Interested people 
should RSVP at least two 
days before the start date. 

For more information and 
to register, call 255-3735.

Financial 
readiness training

Army Community Ser-
vice offers its financial 
readiness training Feb. 7 
from 7:20 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
at the Soldier Service Cen-
ter, Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. 
The free training provides 
a practical approach to per-
sonal financial management 
to help Soldiers gain control 
of and manage money ef-
fectively. Financial Readi-
ness Training is required for 
all first-term junior enlisted 
Soldiers (E-1 through E-4) 
and spouses are welcome to 
attend. 

For more information, 
call 255-2594 or 255-9631.

International 
spouses get 
together

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts get togethers 
for international spouses 
the first Friday of every 
month at 9 a.m. at the Allen 
Heights Community Cen-
ter to help those who may 
need help understanding the 
American culture and mili-
tary life. Spouses can meet 
other spouses from other 
countries, and gain support 
and knowledge with finding 
the resources for obtaining 
U.S. citizenship, education, 
drivers licenses and more. 
Multilingual volunteers are 
available. 

If the event falls on a day 
of no scheduled activity, 
call 255-3735 to find out the 
new date.

Stress 
management

Army Community Ser-
vice offers a free stress 
management class Feb. 11 
from 9-11:30 a.m. at The 
Commons, Bldg. 8950. At-
tendees will learn about 
identifying causes of stress, 
symptoms of stress, tech-
niques to manage stress and 
developing a stress man-
agement plan. Registration 
is required by Feb. 7 and 
space is limited to the first 
16 people to register. This 
workshop is open to active 
duty and retired military, 
Department of Defense em-
ployees and their Family 
members. 

For registration, child-
care and more information, 
call 255-3898, 255-9644 or 
255-9641.

Valentine’s craft 
making 

The Center Library hosts 
a Valentine’s craft making 
activity Feb. 11 from 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Light refresh-
ments will be served. The 
activity is open to children 
ages 3-11. Space is limited 
to the first 65 children to 
register. 

For more information 

and to register, stop by the 
library or call 255-3885.

CYSS Heart-to-
Heart Skate Night 

Child, youth and school 
services holds a Heart-to-
Heart Skate Night Feb. 7 at 
the school age center gym. 
The safety skate will be held 
from 6:15-7:15 p.m. The 
remainder of the night will 
be skating in the gym from 
7:15-10:30 p.m. Children 
participating in the regular 
skate can come to a social 
hour from 7:15-8:15 p.m., 
and enjoy refreshments 
and a special photo option. 
Children can come dressed 
in their best Valentine’s at-
tire to see who has the best 
costume – red, pink, heart 
clothing and accessories. 
Safety Skate is $2 and is 
open to children of all ages 
with a parent present. Cost 
for regular skate is $5, and 
children 6 and older are 
welcome. Younger children 
must have a parent or guard-
ian at least 13 years old or 
older with them at all times. 
Payment is accepted in cash 
only and people are asked 
to bring correct change. 

For more information, 
call 255-9108.

EFMP Focus 
Group

Army Community Ser-
vice Exceptional Family 
Member Program invites 
people to let their voices 
be heard at an EFMP Focus 
Group Feb. 14 from 10-
11 a.m. at The Commons, 
Bldg. 8950. EFMP officials 
want people’s ideas and 
suggestions on providing 
services to eligible active-
duty Soldiers with excep-
tional Family members or 
disabled Family members. 
Participation is free and 
open to all interested eli-
gible parents, guardians and 
spouses. 

For more information and 
to register, call 255-9277.

BEST workshop 
Fort Rucker’s Better Em-

powered Soldier Today’s 
quarterly event will be held 
Feb. 13 at 4:30 p.m. at The 

Commons, Bldg. 8950. 
The topic will be conflict-
ing perceptions. The work-
shop will include: a skit on 
a Soldier interviewing for a 
civilian job (proper and not 
so proper attire); a fashion 
show that demonstrates out-
fits that the Soldier deems to 
be appropriate for clubbing, 
but may give the wrong 
perception by others; and a 
video from the perspective 
of a sexual offender who 
targeted college girls. 

For more information or 
to RSVP, call 255-3735.

Five Love 
Languages

The Family advocacy 
program hosts a workshop 
on the Five Love Languag-
es Feb. 14 from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at The Commons, 
Bldg. 8950. The workshop 
helps couples identify their 
love language and learn 
how to communicate in 
meaningful ways. Registra-
tion is required by Feb. 11. 
Space is limited to the first 
16 participants to register. 
This workshop is free and 
open to active-duty and re-
tired military, Department 
of Defense employees and 
their Family members. A 
light lunch will be provid-
ed, or people can bring their 
own brown bag lunch. 

For registration and 
childcare information, call 
255-3898, 255-9644 or 
255-9641.

Dueling Pianos 
Fort Rucker hosts a Du-

eling Pianos show Feb. 
14 and 15 from 8 p.m. to 
midnight in The Landing’s 
ballroom. The high-energy, 
all request, comedy piano 
show features two pianists 
duel it out to see who can 
play better and faster. Audi-
ence participation is highly 
encouraged. Advanced tick-
ets will be available at The 
Landing for $12 per person 
before Feb. 13, and avail-
able for $16 at the door. VIP 
tables will also be available 
for $150 with 10 seats per 
table. The event is open to 
the public for those ages 16 
and older. 

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for Jan. 30 - Feb. 2
Thursday, Jan. 30

Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues
(PG-13) ...........................................7 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 31

Grudge Match (PG-13) 
.......................................................7 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 1

47 Ronin (PG-13) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 2

Walking with Dinosaurs (PG) 
........................................................2 p.m.

Tickets are $4.50 for adults and $2.25 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Lifeguard courses
American Red Cross lifeguarding courses will take place in February for both weekday and weekend sessions. The weekday sessions take place Monday-Thursday and 
Feb. 10-13. People must attend both weeks, Mondays-Thursdays from 4-8 p.m. The weekend sessions are Saturday and Sunday, and Feb. 8-9. People must attend both 
sessions, Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Courses are available to ages 15 and older and cost $100. Prerequisite on first day must be 
passed to enter the course: non-stop swim of 500 meters, two-minute tread, timed brick retrieval and a 15-meter underwater swim. Registration is taken at the front 
desk of the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center – cut-off for registration is two days prior to the start date. For more information, call 255-2296.

File photo



To keep up with the rapidly 
increasing number of TRICARE 
beneficiaries, who most often 
turn to a laptop or cell phone 
when they have questions, walk-
in service at the Lyster Army 
Health Clinic TRICARE Service 
Center will no longer be avail-
able as of April 1.  

LAHC patients still have a wide 
variety of secure, electronic cus-
tomer service options available 
through www.tricare.mil. The 
new “I want to…..” feature puts 
everything beneficiaries want to 
do online right on the front page 
of www.tricare.mil.

When walk-in service ends 
April 1, beneficiaries who want 
get personal assistance can call 
Humana Military, at 1-(800) 444-

5445, for enrollment and benefit 
help. All health care, pharmacy, 
dental and claims contact infor-
mation is located at www.tricare.
mil/contactus. Beneficiaries can 
get 24/7 TRICARE benefit infor-
mation at www.tricare.mil, and 
make enrollment changes and 
more online at www.tricare.mil/
enrollment

Rather than driving to an in-
stallation TSC, TRICARE ben-

eficiaries can download health 
care forms online and send them 
through the U.S. mail – at a cost 
of less than 50 cents.  

Walk-in customer service is 
also the most expensive pos-
sible customer service option. 
By eliminating walk-in customer 
service at TSCs, the Department 
of Defense estimates savings 
of about $250 million over five 
years. The change does not affect 

TRICARE benefits or health care 
delivery.

LAHC understands that the 
closing of the TSC (located in the 
Patient Service Center at the front 
of the clinic) may be difficult at 
first; therefore, clinic staff will be 
available to answer TRICARE-
related questions.

Find out more at www.tricare.
mil/TSC.
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Religious 
Services
Worship Services
Except as noted, all services 

are on Sunday.

Headquarters 
Chapel, Building 109
8:00 a.m. Multi-Cultural 

Worship Service

Main Post Chapel, 
Building 8940
9:00 a.m. Catholic Mass 

Sunday
11:00 a.m. Liturgical Worship 

Service
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass 

(Tuesday - Friday)
4:00 p.m. Catholic Confes-

sions Saturday 
5:00 p.m. Catholic Mass 

Saturday

Wings Chapel, 
Building 6036
08:00 a.m.  Latter-Day Saints 

Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday 

School
10:45 a.m. Wings Contem-

porary Worship Protestant 
Service.

Spiritual Life Center, 
Building 8939
10:45 a.m. CCD (except 

during summer months).

Bible Studies
Tuesday-
9:00 a.m. Protestant Women 

of the Chapel, Wings Chapel

Patients at Lyster Army Health Clinic, 
who have been filling out and returning 
their Army Provider Level Satisfaction 
Surveys, earned the clinic $1.25 million in 
fiscal year 2013.

The surveys, an Army Medical Com-
mand, Office of the Surgeon General ini-
tiative to receive feedback about patients’ 
health care experiences, are mailed to pa-
tients at random after their appointment at 
LAHC. 

The clinic earns money for each “satis-
fied” survey returned, which correlates to 

how patients answer questions No. 9, 13, 
20 and 21. The clinic’s average Overall 
Satisfaction score for FY13 was 94.5 per-
cent.

LAHC earned $91,000 in FY12 when 
2,547 responses were returned. Returned 
surveys more than doubled in FY13 with 
more than 4,100 surveys sent back to 
LAHC. This fiscal year’s first quarter has 
already yielded 1,688 responses. 

So what does LAHC do with the money? 
Give it right back to our patients by hiring 
more staff, upgrading equipment, adding 
more prescriptions to our pharmacy and 
remodeling the building to better suit our 
patients’ needs. 

However, the money isn’t the most im-
portant aspect of the survey. For the com-
mand team and staff at LAHC, the survey’s 
feedback helps us to improve services for 
our patients. Listening to you through sur-
veys helps us identify desired and needed 
new services vital to your health care. 

Taking the time to fill out and return the 
survey allows the OTSG to see our prog-
ress and ensure services delivered to Sol-
diers and their Family members, as well as 
retirees and their Family members, remain 
exceptional. 

“Attaining a 94.5 percent satisfaction 
rate based on returned surveys is excep-
tional,” said LAHC Commander Col. 

James Laterza. “Using your patient sat-
isfaction feedback to improve the health 
care we deliver at Lyster continues to push 
me and my staff to exceed expectations.”

If you receive a mailed survey in re-
sponse to an appointment experience at 
LAHC, be sure to fill it out and return it. 
We are working hard to ensure that we 
exceed your health care expectations and 
earn excellent ratings. We want to make 
sure we continually have your feedback. 

Giving us high marks when we meet or 
exceed expectations, or letting us know 
where we might improve, goes a long way 
in maintaining and improving services for 
you – our Partners in Health.

By Katherine Rosario
Lyster Army Health Clinic Public Affairs

Clinic earns $1.25 million 
by patients returning survey

TRICARE
Press Release

TRICARE walk-in service ends April 1

Pick-of-the-litter
Meet Ryker, a 3-1/2-year-old, 12.5-pound, neutered male available for adoption 
at the Fort Rucker stray facility. He’s very friendly – very social with people 
– and he loves laps. It costs $80 to adopt Ryker and other animals at the 
facility, which includes all up-to-date shots, the first round of age-appropriate 
vaccinations, microchip and spaying and neutering. For more information on 
animal adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. All adoptable animals are vet checked and tested for felv/fiv (for cats) or 
heartworm for dogs (over six months) and on flea prevention. The facility needs 
donations such as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as 
well as blankets, toys and towels. Donations can be dropped off at the stray 
facility, veterinary clinic or the commissary. Visit the Fort Rucker stray facil-
ity’s Facebook page at http:// www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for 
constant updates on the newest animals available for adoption.
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“Be ye
followers of

me, even
as I also am

of Christ.”
1 Corinthians

11:1

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Traditional Worship Service
8:30AM & 11:00AM

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45AM & 11:00AM

The Gathering - Youth
5:45PM

Sunday School
10:00 M

Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Main St • Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United
Methodist Church

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

MEDICAL & SURGICAL EYE CARE
OF ENTERPRISE

Staff Privileges at:
• Medical Center Enterprise

• Flowers Hospital
• Southeast Alabama Medical Center
• South Alabama Outpatient Services

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment (Medical & Laser)

• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

100 Professional Dr., Suite A
(Next to Martin Colley Drugs

on the Bypass)

Enterprise, AL

Call for an appointment

334-347-4018 9
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Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment (Medical & Laser)

• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders

Full Service Optical Shop

Enterprise

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

Gene Pahmeier M.D.
Ophthalmologist, F.A.A.O. Full Service Optical Shop

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment

(Medical & Laser)
• Pediatric Eye Disorders

• Neurological Eye Disorders

100 Professional Dr., Suite A • Enterprise
(Next to Martin Colley Drugs on the Bypass)

334-347-4018

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

USKA
AFTER SCHOOL KARATE
621 Boll Weevil Circle Enterprise, AL 36330

www.scorpionkarate1.com • 334-475-4308

SERVING THE WIREGRASS FOR 10 YEARS
• Homework & Reading Assistance

• Bully Prevention Training
• Art & Craft

• Korean / Japanese Terminology

MONDAY - FRIDAY
AGES 5-12YRS

FREE PICK UP
Registering Now for new Members

Karate and Kickboxing Classes also available for adults

F P



This Valentine’s Day, the Bir-
mingham Zoo will host its first 
annual event, Woo at the Zoo 
from 6-8 p.m. 

The event will feature desserts, 
beverages and exclusive animal 
greetings in the Zoo’s auditori-
um. Dr. William Foster, Birming-
ham Zoo CEO and president, will 
open the evening, followed by a 
series of engaging expositions on 
love in the wild, led by the Zoo’s 
lead veterinarian, Dr. Clay Hil-
ton, and experienced staff.

 Topics covered will include 
the courtship of different spe-
cies of animals, anatomical di-
versities, interesting factoids and 
much more. Woo at the Zoo is 
designed for those seeking an en-

riching and unique experience on 
Valentine’s Day – setting this day 
apart from other Valentine’s Day 
formalities. 

Animal advocates and romance 
enthusiasts alike will be excited 
to attend this love-themed event 
at the Birmingham Zoo.

Pricing:
$50 Member (individual);•	
$75 Member (couple);•	
$65 Non-member (individual); •	
and
$90 Non-member (couple)•	

The event is open to those ages 
21 and older only. All proceeds 
benefit conservation efforts at 
the Birmingham Zoo. Seating 
is limited. To purchase tickets 
visit http://www.birminghamzoo.
com/ or call (205) 879-0409. An-
imals are not on exhibit during 
Woo at the Zoo.
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ANDALUSIA
Ongoing  — The American Legion 

Post 80 has regular meetings the second 
Monday of the month, starting at 6:30 
p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard 
Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 ev-
ery third Thursday of the month at 7 
p.m.  Breakfast is served on Sundays and 
games and TVs are available for enter-
tainment.  Open to all. Post can host par-
ties, weddings, hails and farewells.  For 
more information, call 598-6211, 598-
1297 or 598-6211/379-9187. 

Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber 
of Commerce office in the Daleville Cul-
tural and Convention Center. For more 
information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
Now through Feb. 28 –The 

Flagship Theater is now enrolling for 
spring classes. The play featured will 
be “The Golden Fleece of Colchis.” 
The theater will also be putting on “The 
Complete Works of William Shakespeare 
(Abridged)” March 19-22. Tickets are 
$10 for students and $12 for adults. For 
more information, call 699-3524 or visit 
www.theflagshiptheatre.com.

FEB. 14 — A Cupid Affair, a Valen-
tine’s dinner and fundraiser event, at The 
Loft will take place at 6 p.m. on Foster 
Street. People have a choice of three dif-
ferent entrées: steak, lasagna or chicken. 
Live music will be provided. 

Tickets are $50 per person with pro-
ceeds benefiting Wiregrass United Way 
2-1-1. There is limited seating. For tick-
ets and more information, call 836-1963 
or702-6529.

March 16 — The Flagship Theater 
will have auditions for “Romeo and Ju-
liet” from 2-6 p.m. Actors must have a 
one-minute Shakespearean monologue 
prepared. All minors must have a par-
ent with them in order to audition.  For 
ages 6 and older. The show will run April 
29-May 3 at 7 p.m. with a special mati-
nee performance at 2 p.m. on May 3. For 
more information, call 699-3524 or visit 
www.theflagshiptheatre.com.

April 8 – The Flagship Theater will 
have an intermediate and advanced act-
ing showcase at 7 p.m.  Tickets are $10 
for students and $12 for adults.  For more 
information, call 699-3524 or visit www.
theflagshiptheatre.com.	

Ongoing — People are invited to 
play ultimate disc with the Dothan Ulti-
mate Discers on Optimist Field on Thurs-
days at 7 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. De-
scribed as being co-ed fun for everyone 
from age 10 to 100 with no prior experi-
ence required. For more information, call 
615-3760.

Ongoing — Alabama Agricultural 
Museum in Landmark Park hosts the 
Wiregrass Woodturners club meeting the 
first Saturday of every month at 9:30 a.m. 
Open to the public, no experience neces-
sary. Free with paid gate admission.

Ongoing — Wiregrass Suicide 
Prevention Services holds bi-monthly 
suicide survivor support groups the 
second and fourth Monday at 6 p.m. at 
148 E. Main Street. The support groups 
are for anyone who has lost a friend or 
loved one to suicide. Children’s groups 
are also available. For more information, 
call 792-9814.

Ongoing — The Tri-State Com-
munity Orchestra rehearses every Thurs-
day evening from 6-8 p.m. at the Dothan 
Cultural Arts Center.  They welcome all 
string, brass, woodwind, and percussion 
players ages 16 and up.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.tristatecommunity-
orchestra.com or call 585-4903.

Ongoing — The Wiregrass Youth 
Symphony Orchestra meets every 
Saturday morning at the Dothan Cultural 
Arts Center.  They offer beginner 
lessons and welcome all string players 
high school age and below who already 
play.  For more information, visit www.
tristatecommunityorchestra.com or call 
696-2320.

ENTERPRISE
Now through Feb. 28 — The 

Mitchell Auto Group is currently hosting 
a food drive for the Christian Mission 
Centers, Inc. The fifth annual Restock 
the Christian Mission Pantry food drive 
goal is to fight hunger in the Wiregrass 
region by lending a hand to those mem-
bers of the community who are less for-
tunate than others. Interested donors can 
make their donations at any of the three 
Mitchell locations. Customers who make 
donations of non-perishable food items 
during the food drive will receive 10 
percent off their next service visits. For 
more information, call 888-806-1252.

Feb. 8 — St. John’s Catholic 
Montessori School is hosting Trivia Night 
in the New Hall at 123 Heath Street. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. All tickets can 
be purchased at www.eventbrite.com. For 
adults, tickets are $50 per table, which 
includes both games and snack food. 
For children, tickets are $5 per Family, 
which include the quiz, snack, and drink. 

For more information, call 709-4156 or 
email sjcmtrivianight@yahoo.com.

Feb. 13 — The Dallas Brass will be 
performing at 7 p.m. at the Enterprise 
High School Performing Arts Center. 
The concert “American Musical 
Journey” incorporates a full complement 
of brass and percussion for a musical 
travelogue through American history. 
From the time of George Washington to 
the present day, music will be selected 
from the masters — Copland, Bernstein, 
Gershwin, Berlin, John Williams, Sousa; 
and styles from Dixieland, swing, 
folk, patriotic and pop. The concert is 
intended for the entire Family. For more 
information, call 406-2787 or visit www.
CoffeeCountyArtsAlliance.com.

Ongoing — The American Legion 
Post 73 meets at the American Legion/
Doer’s Shrine Club building at 200 Gib-
son Street on the fourth Saturday of each 
month, beginning at 8 a.m. The building 
is across the street from the Lee Street 
Baptist Church.  For more information, 
call post commander Jerry Goodson at 
347-5961 or 447-8507.

Ongoing  — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters, on County Road 537, every 
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call Connie Hudson at 
406-3077, Randy Black at 393-6499 or 
Bob Cooper 347-7076, or visit the VFW 
Post 6683 on Facebook.

Ongoing — Enterprise State Com-
munity College holds classes to teach 
English as a second language at the Fort 
Rucker campus Mondays and Wednes-
days from 9 a.m. until noon in Bldg. 
4502, Rm. 131. 

GENEVA
Ongoing  — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday 
of the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens 
Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Disabled American 

Veterans Chapter #99 maintains a DAV 
service office in the New Brockton Po-
lice station every Tuesday and Wednes-
day from 10 a.m. to noon. All veteran 
services provided are free. For more in-
formation, call 718-5707.

Ongoing — Adult education class-
es are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brock-
ton High School, 210 South Tyler St., 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. 
All classes are free for individuals 16 
years old or older who are not enrolled in 
public school. Individuals must take an 
assessment test prior to attending class. 
Call 894-2350 for more information.

 OZARK
Friday and Feb. 1, 2 – The Ann 

Rudd Art Center will host stained glass 
classes from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more 
information and price of class call 774-
7322.

Feb. 12 –The Dale County Chapter of 
National Active and Retired Federal Em-
ployees will meet at 11a. m. at Colby’s 
Restaurant. All Federal employees, ac-
tive and retired, are encouraged to sup-
port attend and bring Family and friends.  
People can enjoy a social hour while din-
ing before the program.  For more infor-
mation, call 435-3305.

Ongoing — Every Thursday at 
5:30 p.m. yoga with Sandra Bittman is at 
Perry Recreation Center for $5 a person.

 
Ongoing — Every Wednesday the 

Ozark-Dale County Public Library hosts 
free Wii Zumba from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Teens and adults are invited. 

For more information, call 774-5480.	

Ongoing — Every Thursday at the 
Ozark Chamber of Commerce the Som-
ersizers Weight Club meets at 5 p.m. to 
shed weight. 

For more information, call 774-9321.

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited 

to the Cross Country Workshop every 
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church.  

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
Ongoing  — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. 

The complex is transformed into a 
dance hall and features music from the 
40s, 50s, and 60s, finger foods, and re-
freshments.  

For more information, call Janet Motes 
at 808-8500.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
Chili cook-off

Considered one of the area’s largest annual events, St. 
George Island will host its annual Charity Chili Cookoff and 
Auction March 1.  The winner of the competition advances 
to the world championship and all proceeds benefit the Island 
Volunteer Fire Department and first responder unit. Activities 
also include a golf tournament, 5k Red Pepper Run, Crock 
Pot Judging and the naming of Miss Chili Pepper and Mr. Hot 
Sauce.  For more information, call (850) 927-2753.

Welcome Home Celebration
A Vietnam Veteran’s Welcome Home Celebration will 

be held March 26 -30 in Branson, Mo. The week will 
include a registration and an expo hall for information, 
an opening ceremony, a meet and greet, an awareness 
motorcycle ride, a Flame of Freedom ceremony, a 
parade, a “hoe-down” barbecue and a patriotic closing 
show. 

For more information, email Julie Peters at jpeters@
bransoncvb.com. 

Mardi Gras
Habitat for Humanity hosts Mardi Gras benefit 

celebration in Apalachicola Friday through Feb. 1 
There will be a pet parade and festivities including 

live music, dancing and food in Riverfront Park for the 
whole Family as well as a Mardi Gras Ball. 

The Mardi Gras Dinner and Ball will be Saturday at 
Fort Coombs Armory. Tickets for dinner and the show 
are $50 and general admission is $25. 

For more information or to pre-register, call (850) 
670-5064 or (850) 653-2025.

 
Chef Sampler 

The 18th annual Forgotten Coast Chef’s Sampler 
will be held Feb. 9. This annual event features chefs 
from all over the Forgotten Coast preparing their most 
creative dishes at Fort Coombs Armory located in 
Apalachicola. People can also sample an array from the 
areas restaurants. Tickets are $60 per person. 

For more information, call (850) 653-9419 or email 
info@apalachicolabay.org.

Birmingham Zoo
Press Release

Birmingham Zoo offers Valentine’s Woo at the Zoo
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WASHINGTON — Unmanned robots 
already have proven their worth on the 
battlefield, neutralizing improvised ex-
plosive devices, and more capable ones 
are coming in the future, according to the 
commander of U.S. Army Training and 
Doctrine Command.

While robots and unmanned platforms 
will continue to provide valuable assis-
tance to Soldiers on the battlefield, there 
may even come a day when they can begin 
replacing Soldiers, Gen. Robert W. Cone 
told reporters at Association of the United 
States Army’s Aviation Symposium, held 
earlier this month.

Cone’s remarks sparked further discus-
sion at a Jan. 22 media roundtable co-host-
ed by the College of William & Mary and 
TRADOC on the campus of W&M. 

Discussions focused on a range of oth-
er issues, as well, that came out of this 
month’s Strategic Trends Seminar, which 
looked at challenges and opportunities 
that will test the force in the coming years 
and decades.

The Army already has teamed Apache 
helicopters and unmanned aircraft in Af-
ghanistan, so “there’s a potential to aug-
ment that capability and in some cases and 
under specific circumstances to replace 
manpower,” said Maj. Gen. Bill Hix, dep-
uty director, Army Capabilities Integration 
Center.

Dismounted ground robots are already 
assisting Soldiers, much in the way a bird 
dog provides extra eyes and ears, and a 
keen sense of smell for a hunter, Hix said, 
borrowing an analogy. 

“That’s an additive capability that 
makes a Soldier that much more effective 
because the robot may carry additional 
munitions or logistics, and even sensors 
that allow him to focus more on mission 
tasks and not deal with what’s sometimes 
called dirty, dumb, dangerous and repeti-
tive tasks,” he said.

There might even be convoys that are 
principally unmanned in the future, he 
continued, with some oversight by Sol-
diers. Convoys in Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan were often the target of attacks 
by insurgents using improvised explosive 
devices and small-arms fire.

The integration of robotics into all of the 
capabilities the Army brings to the table 
was the focus of Soldiers, scientists and 
academia at the Strategic Trends Seminar, 
said Col. Chris Cross, chief of Science and 
Technology, Army Capabilities Integra-
tion Center.

“It’s hard to conceive that we’ll fight 
a fight in 2035 without the integration of 
some type of unmanned combat platform,” 
he said, referring to the thoughts of scien-
tists and academia at the seminar.

Cross, who has a doctorate in nuclear 
physics, agreed with Hix regarding convoy 
duty for robots, adding that this capability 
could be added “fairly quickly” with teth-
ered or untethered robots. Tethered robots 
are controlled by a wire and untethered is 
wireless controlled.

Besides performing physical tasks that 
are dumb and dirty, Cross expects that fu-
ture robots will be able to assist Soldiers in 
the decision-making process.

The science and technology community 
is looking at a range of options to provide 
to Army leaders for future planning pur-
poses, Cross added.

“We will fight against robotic platforms 
in the future that are either autonomous 
or semi-autonomous,” he said. So it’s not 
just how robots will be integrated into the 
force, it’s also how the Army will deal 
with enemy robots.

When it comes to the autonomous de-
cision-making capability of robots, there 
was a great discussion at the seminar 

about the levels of responsibility, said Col. 
Kevin Felix, chief, Future Warfare Divi-
sion, ARCIC.

The technology is already here for ro-
bots, but there needs to be more discussion 
and consensus on the ethics of it, he said. 
That discussion will have to be done at the 
national level.

And, he added, adversaries “won’t nec-
essarily play by the same rules that we 
play by.”

Also, as more robotic systems are 
brought in, there are a host of other things 
to consider as well, like procurement and 
sustainment costs, he said.

Human enhancements – things that al-
low Soldiers to lift more and augment the 
senses – while not strictly robotic, are also 
on the horizon, Felix predicted, adding 
that this was discussed at the seminar.

Despite the budget squeeze, the Army 
needs to continue to invest in science, 
technology, research and development so 
it’s better prepared for the next war, Hix 
said.

That the Strategic Trends Seminar was 
held on the campus of W&M with scien-
tists and academia present was good for 
the Army, he added, because they offer a 
unique perspective.

It’s fortunate that TRADOC is located 
so close to the W&M campus in Williams-
burg, Va., added Dr. Jim Golden, vice 
president, Strategic Initiatives, W&M.

There’s a large area of intersection be-
tween the research being done at the col-
lege and that being done by Army plan-
ners, Golden said. W&M can offer the 
Army its analysis of topics like neuro-
science, cultural and societal trends that 
might shape the environment 30 years out 
that the Army might want to take into con-
sideration when planning, he said.

Hix said TRADOC is also partnering 
with the intelligence community to deter-
mine where opponents are investing their 
money in robotics, electro-magnetic and 
cyber warfare, and other capabilities.

“It’s not inevitable that we’ll be over-
matched by future adversaries,” he said, 
“But we don’t want to face that prospect.”

By David Vergun
Army News Service

TRADOC: Smarter robots likely in Army’s future
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Photo by David Vergun

Unmanned ground vehicles of different capabilities are displayed during the 2013 Association of the United States Army’s Aviation Symposium and Exposition 
in Washington, D.C. Future robots will be even smarter and more capable, possibly replacing Soldiers, future planners say.

 Photo by C. Todd Lopez

A Small Unmanned Ground Vehicle walks down the steps of the Pentagon during a technology display 
in 2008.



Always support your fellow Soldier. 
Remember ACE – Ask, Care and Escort.
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with Veterans United.
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"Veterans United” is a registered
trademark of Mortgage Research
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Contact us today to get started!
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EnterpriseVALoans.com

Your local VA loan experts
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conventional financing.
The U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Com-

mand is warning the greater Army communi-
ty about a new phishing scam where crimi-
nals are targeting U.S. Government Travel 
Card holders.

Over the last few days, Citi, the Government 
Travel Charge Card provider, has received calls 
informing them of a new phishing scam where 
cardholders have reported receiving suspi-
cious text messages from 19014140142@
VTEXT.COM.

The false text messages state that the card-
holder’s account will be suspended unless cer-
tain information is verified such as the full ac-
count number, the Card Verification Value number 
on the back of the card, the last four digits of the card-
holder’s social security number and the four-digit PIN.

This text message is not a legitimate or official mes-
sage, and cardholders are advised not to respond to the 
request for information.

As a precaution, the suspicious phone number where 
the text messages originated from has been disconnected 
by the Federal Trade Commission and now has a pre-
recorded message informing callers that they may have 
been involved in a phishing attack. 

The message also informs callers about the specific type 
of scam that was employed, what steps to take to see if 
their account has been compromised and how to prevent 
themselves from becoming a potential victim.

Additional information regarding phishing and other 
Internet scams, as well as general online safety informa-
tion can be found at www.onguardonline.gov. 

If you are a victim of a phishing scam, the following 
actions should be completed as soon as possible to assist 
law enforcement: 

Report the crime to the Internet Crime Complaint Cen-•	
ter online at http://www.ic3.gov/default.aspx; and 
Report the crime to the Federal Trade Commission •	
online at http://www.ftc.gov/idtheft, or by phone at 
1-(877) ID-THEFT (438-4338) or 1-(866) 653-4261, 
or by mail at Identity Theft Clearinghouse, Federal 
Trade Commission, Washington, DC 20580 

CID strongly recommends that Soldiers, civilians and 
Family members who have information of any known 
crime committed by a Soldier or a crime that occurred on 
their respective post, camp or station to report the incident 
to their local CID office at 255-3108, or send an email to 
CID at Army.CID.Crime.Tips@mail.mil.

Army Criminal Investigation Command
Press Release

CID warns of 
Government Travel 
Card phishing scam



Preseason is over and two teams 
took to the court to tip-off the 2014 
Fort Rucker Intramural Basketball 
season.

The 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation 
Regiment Warriors dominated the 
1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt. Tropics, 
70-43, during the opening game 
of the season at the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Center Monday.

The Warriors took charge early 
on and held the lead for nearly 
the entire game, leading their op-
ponents by more than 30 points 
at one time. Although the Tropics 
showed promise a few times with 
a string of three-point shots and 
lay ups, it wasn’t enough to stifle 
the 1-13th’s momentum.

“This is our first game of the 
season and we actually played a 
pretty good game,” said Staff Sgt. 
Mandrel Douglas, coach of the 
Warriors. “I think we played hard 
and I think we’ve got a good shot 
at the championship this year.”

The Tropics started off with the 
advantage getting their hands on 
the ball at the tip off, but were un-
able to sink a shot and the Warriors 
got the rebound and drove the ball 

down court for the first basket of 
the game just seconds in.

The 1-145th showed promise as 
they came back with a three-point 
shot to take the lead; the only 
time they would do so during the 
game.

It seemed anybody’s game early 
on, but the Warriors stepped up 
their game and gave their oppo-
nent’s a run for their money.

Their superior defense kept the 
Tropics at bay while they recov-
ered rebound after rebound to gain 
possession and go for the goal. 
The Warriors’ offense was able to 
get past their opponents at every 
turn to extend their lead, and only 
minutes into the game, they had a 
10-point lead in the first period.

The Tropics defense tightened 
up during most of the second pe-
riod and neither team seemed able 
to score, but a foul against the 
Warriors broke the stagnation and 
allowed them to score off the free 
throw rebound.

The 1-13th’s ability to block 
and steal allowed them to stay 
one step ahead of their opponents, 
and by the half, the Warriors were 
leading by 14 points, 38-24.

The Tropics weren’t so far be-
hind that they couldn’t turn things 

around as the game went into the 
second half, but the Warriors had 
possession to start and sunk a 
three-point shot to start the third 
period.

Their defense kept on the Trop-
ics players, trapping them at every 
turn to prevent them from scoring, 
allowing them to gain a 20-point 
lead less than four minutes into 
the half.

The Tropics started to show 
promise going into the fourth pe-
riod with a string of baskets, in-
cluding two three-pointers that 
allowed them to slowly close the 
scoring gap.

This seemed to only make the 
Warriors work harder and they 
regained what little ground they 
lost and led their opponents with a 
game-high lead of 31 points with 
only two minutes remaining.

Not to go out with a fight, the 
Tropics did what they could to 
close the gap as much as possible 
before the buzzer sounded, ending 
the game 70-43.

“This year, I think we’ve got 
the speed that we need and we’ve 
got good outside shooting,” said 
Douglas. “We’ve got really good 
guards this year and I think we 
can go all the way.”
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Sports HEalth
5 Soldiers selected for 
U.S. Olympic Bobsled 
Team 

Story on Page D3

The 22nd annual AAAA Chili 5k and Cook Off was held 
Saturday at the Fort Rucker Festival Fields. More than 
150 runners participated despite the cold weather, and 
approximately 300 people enjoyed more than 10 chili 
recipes supplied by Soldiers, civilians and local military 
supporters.

Photo by Sara E. Martin

Chili 5K

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

It counts: Intramural basketball tips off
James Allen, player for the Warriors, pushes past an opposing team player during the first game of the 2014 Fort Rucker Intramural Basketball season. The Warriors beat the Tropics 70-43.

Photos by Nathan Pfau

Players jump for the ball during the tipoff of the first game of the 2014 Fort 
Rucker Intramural Basketball season. 
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SAN ANTONIO – Five Sol-
diers in the U.S. Army World 
Class Athlete Program have 
been selected for the U.S. Olym-
pic men’s bobsled team that will 
compete at the 2014 Olympic 
Winter Games in Sochi, Russia.

Capt. Chris Fogt, Sgt. Justin 
Olsen, Sgt. Nick Cunningham, 
Sgt. Dallas Robinson and Team 
USA assistant coach 1st Lt. Mi-
chael Kohn will represent the 
Army in Russia. With the excep-
tion of Robinson, everyone in 
the group has previously com-
peted in the Olympics.

They will be joined by for-
mer WCAP bobsledder Steven 
Holcomb, the reigning Olympic 
champion driver in the four-man 
event. Therefore, WCAP had a 
hand in helping produce about 
half of the U.S. Olympic men’s 
bobsled squad.

Holcomb, who spent sev-
en years in WCAP, will drive 
USA-1 with brakeman Fogt and 
civilians Curt Tomasevicz and 
Steve Langton aboard. Holcomb 
also will drive USA-1 in the 
two-man event.

Cunningham will drive USA-2 
with WCAP teammates Olsen, 
Robinson and civilian Johnny 
Quinn aboard. Olsen was a 
member of Holcomb’s four-man 
squad that struck gold at the 
2010 Olympic Winter Games 
in Whistler, British Columbia, 
Canada.

Cunningham and Corey But-
ner also will pilot U.S. sleds in 
the two-man event. The two-
man bobsled brakemen will be 
selected from the pool of six 
push athletes named to the four-
man squads. 

A number of components 
were considered when selecting 
the 2014 U.S. Olympic Bobsled 
Team push athletes, including 
combine test and U.S. National 
Push Championship results, U.S. 
National Team Trials finishes, 
driver input, proven internation-
al experience with a history of 
results and team combinations 
working well together, trend of 
push times, start rank and veloc-
ity, and current season results.

Nations were allocated Olym-
pic quotas based on rank in in-
ternational points following 
seven competitions during the 
2013-2014 season. The U.S. was 
one of three nations that quali-
fied to enter the maximum of 
three teams in men’s two-man 
bobsled competition, and one of 
only two nations to qualify the 
maximum of three sleds in the 
women’s race. The U.S. was not 
one of the top three nations in 
four-man bobsled standings and 
is limited to two crews.

The Olympic bobsled events 
are scheduled for a four-heat for-
mat over two days of racing. The 
men’s two-man bobsled compe-
tition is slated for Feb. 16-17, 
followed by women’s bobsled 
Feb. 18-19. The men’s four-man 
bobsled competition will be one 
of the last events of the Olympic 
Games, set for Feb. 22-23.
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5 Soldiers selected for 
U.S. Olympic Bobsled Team

Sgt. Nick Cunningham of the U.S. Army World Class Athlete Program jumps into the sled to drive Olympic gold medalist 
and WCAP teammate Sgt. Justin Olsen, Johnny Quinn and Abe Morlu to 16th place in the four-man bobsled event at the 
International Bobsled & Skeleton Federation’s 2013 World Cup stop Dec. 7 at Utah Olympic Park in Park City, Utah.

Photo by Tim Hipps

1247 Rucker Blvd • Suite 1• Enterprise
(across street from Mitchell Mazda)

393-3860
www.alstaxservice.com

AL’S TAX SERVICE
Over 36 years of tax experience
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are eligible for a tax refund. e-Collect fees apply. Pricing and product terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Ask your preparer about
other IRS e-File options. The E1 Card is issued by the Bancorp Bank pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. and may be used everywhere Visa debit
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TAXES DONE FOR
NO MONEY

CHOOSE HOW
YOU WANT YOUR

MONEY REFUNDED!

PARK CITY, Utah – Three 
Soldiers from the U.S. Army 
World Class Athlete Program 
earned nominations for the U.S. 
Olympic Luge Team for the 2014 
Winter Games in Sochi, Russia. 

Team USA luge coach Staff 
Sgt. Bill Tavares will lead Sgt. 
Matt Mortensen and Sgt. Pres-
ton Griffall, who secured their 
spot with a ninth-place finish in 
doubles at the Luge World Cup 
stop in December at Utah Olym-
pic Park. 

The WCAP duo completed its 
first run down the 1,335-meter 
track that features 15 curves in 
43.948 seconds, followed by a 
shakier slide down the mountain 
in 44.132 seconds – for a cu-
mulative time of 1:28.080. Ger-
many’s Tobias Wendl and Bvias 
Arlt won the race with a 1:27.326 
clocking.

“There’s always a little bit of 

pressure when you’re sliding, 
but for Preston and me, the main 
thing was just get down to the 
finish without walls – do some-
thing that you’ve done hundreds 
of times, and just do it OK,” said 
Mortensen, 28, of Huntington 
Station, N.Y. “Second run, I tried 
not to do it OK, but we still man-
aged to get down without any 
walls.”

Griffall, a 2006 Olympian who 
just missed making the team in 
2010, had even more reason to be 
concerned. As the bottom guy on 
a doubles team, it’s often difficult 
to see what is happening. 

“Our second run, like Matt 
said, we had some problems on 
the run,” said Griffall, 29, of 
Salt Lake City, Utah. “There’s a 
big scoreboard, actually, behind 
curve 14 – because I can’t see 
directly in front of me because 
Matt’s sitting there – so I was 
turned around and trying to look 
at the scoreboard to see what 
place we were in. And we’re still 
traveling at 60 or 70 miles per 
hour, and I couldn’t see where the 

place was on the board.”
Another four years instanta-

neously flashed through the mind 
of Griffall.

“I had no idea what place we 
were in, and Matt wasn’t doing 
anything, so there was no reaction 
at first. I was like, ‘Oh, my God, 
maybe we didn’t get the place 
that we needed,’ he recalled. “I 
finally was able to see around 
him once we got further up the 
outrun and I saw that we were in 
second place [at that point in the 
competition] and at that point I 
knew that we had met the place 
we needed to in order to qualify 
for the Olympics.

“I was just extremely excited,” 
Griffall said. “That was what we 
needed to do. I was happy for both 
Matt and I that we were finally 
able to do this after seven years. 
This is the goal that we had, and 
we finally met that goal. I’m just 
trying to enjoy it right now and 
we’re going to look forward to-
ward Sochi, get there and try and 
go for it -- give ourselves the pos-
sibility of going for a medal.” 

Mortensen was “paralyzed by 
emotion” the moment he realized 
the WCAP duo’s second run was 
good enough to earn an Olympic 
berth.

“All that matters is that we 
qualified for the Olympics and 
we’re going to Sochi,” he said. 
“We ended up in ninth place to-
day, which is same as last week, 
so that’s really, really good for 
us.”

The next day, Mortensen and 
Griffall enjoyed a “victory lap,” 
of sorts, by anchoring Team USA 
to a silver medal in the World 
Cup team relay, an event that will 
make its Olympic debut in Sochi. 
Kate Hansen slid the women’s 
singles leg and Chris Mazdzer 
filled the men’s singles spot on 
the relay team.

USA Luge officially announced 
nomination of the 2014 Olympic 
Luge Team, pending U.S. Olym-
pic Committee approval, during 
a gala at the Utah Olympic Park 
Museum.

Joining the WCAP lugers on 
Team USA: Mazdzer of Sara-

nac Lake, N.Y., Tucker West of 
Ridgefield, Conn., and Aidan 
Kelly of West Islip, N.Y., in men’s 
singles; Erin Hamlin of Remsen, 
N.Y., Hansen of La Canada, Ca-
lif., and Summer Britcher of Glen 
Rock, Pa., in women’s singles, 
along with Christian Niccum of 
Woodinville, Wash., and Jayson 
Terdiman of Berwick, Pa., in 
doubles.

“It’s unbelievable,” Mortensen 
said. “I get emotional thinking 
about it. It’s been almost 17 years 
that I’ve been working toward this 
point, and for it to finally happen 
is like a dream come true.”

Griffall hopes his third go-
round might indeed produce the 
charm.

“Emotionally, it’s a pretty 
powerful thing,” he said. “This 
is the biggest event for our sport. 
It only happens every four years. 
We have World Cups and World 
Championships in between, but 
this is the big one, you know? 
Yeah, after Matt and I missed it 
narrowly in 2010, this has been a 
long time coming.”

By Tim Hipps
Installation Management 
Command
Public Affairs

3 Soldiers nominated to U.S. Olympic luge team
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HOME OF THE WORLD RENOWN
BREAKFAST BURRITO

Nothing could be finer...than eating at THE DINER!

“The HUEY”
SOUP!
MADE FROM

SCRATCH &

DELICIOUS!

WEEKDAY MEAL SPECIALS…includes Drink!
Mon: Chick’n & Dressing • Tue: Meatloaf

Wed: Spaghetti & Salad • Thurs: Smothered Pork Chop

Free community event Saturday, February 1 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Wiregrass Commons Mall

For more information, call
us at 334-793-8107

www.samc.org/hearts

Get Active, Stay Active and Eat Healthier. Join us atWiregrass Commons Mall for this
cardiac wellness event featuring health screenings and high energy �tness and healthy
cooking demonstrations.
Health screenings include blood pressure, vision, body fat analysis, cholesterol (non-

fasting), glucose and thyroid. Don’t forget your workout shoes as we offer fitness
demonstrations in yoga, pilates and more. A high intensity, power-based CrossFit demo
is on tap for the experienced exercise enthusiast.
There will be kids’ activities, information on women and heart disease, and a

sampling of heart healthy dishes. Physicians and clinical personnel will be available
to answer many of your heart and other healthcare questions.

A Blue Cross and Blue Shield of AlabamaTier 1 Hospital Since 2008

Top 100 in nation for patient safety, Cardiac Care

Helping more hearts beat longer and stronger.

OUTLET
Rental Car & Truck Sales

Run/Walk Program
Beginning in February, the Fort Rucker physical fitness 

centers will offer a Run/Walk Program. People can run or 
walk and record their mileage at the front desk of either of 
the PFCs. This is an ongoing program where each mem-
ber’s mileage total will be posted monthly and members 
will earn mileage patches based on their totals. People who 
reach 1,000 miles will win a water bottle. 

For more information, call the Fort Rucker PFC at 255-
2296 or the Fortenberry-Colton PFC at 255-3794.

Gym Rat workout program 
Beginning February, Fort Rucker’s physical fitness cen-

ters will offer the Gym Rat, a new program open to all 
authorized patrons of both PFCs. People can join the elite 
with 100 days of fitness. People can obtain signatures from 
Fort Rucker gym staff on their form every time they work 
out or attend a group fitness class at either fitness center. 
When people get 100 signatures, they will receive an ex-
clusive Gym Rat T-shirt. People can pick up forms from 
the front desk of either PFC to get started. Boot Camp par-
ticipation will not be included in this 100-day event, but 
time in the gym and fitness classes during Boot Camp can 
be credited. People will have up to 365 days to complete 
program. 

For more information, call 255-2296 or 255-3794.

Youth sports registration
Registration for youth baseball and jump roping will 

take place Saturday through Feb. 28. Baseball season will 
take place April 8 to May 31. Children must meet age re-
quirements by May 1. A current sports physical and valid 
child, youth and school services registration are required 

for participation. Youth sports will host a parents’ meeting 
for baseball and jump roping March 13 at 6 p.m. in the 
youth center gymnasium, Bldg. 2800, for parents who are 
new to the Fort Rucker Youth Sports and Fitness Program. 

Coaches are needed, so interested people can call 255-
0950 to volunteer or get more information. Also, parents 
should call 255-2257 or 255-2254 to let the staff know 
children’s shirt size when using WebTrac. 

Black History 5k 
Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center will host the 

annual Black History 5k and 1-Mile Fun Run Feb. 8 from 
9 a.m. to noon. Registration on the day of the event will 
begin at 7:30 a.m. and end at 8:40 a.m. at the fitness center. 
Participants are encouraged to pre-register for the event. 
The fun run is free and open to all, and will begin after the 
5k is completed. Fun run participants ages 12 and younger 
will receive a medal.

Cost is $12 for individuals for the no-shirt option, and 
$20 for a shirt before Saturday and $25 afterwards, while 
supplies last. For teams, the cost is $120 for a team of 
eight (each additional person pays normal fee) up to Feb. 
1 (includes shirts), and $160 after that and up to race day. 
Trophies will be awarded in various individual and team 
categories.

For more information, call 255-3794.

Gobbler Classic Turkey Hunt 
registration

Registration for the Gobbler Classic Turkey Hunt is be-
ing held Feb. 14 through March 14 at Fort Rucker Out-
door Recreation. The hunt will be held March 15 through 
April 30. Cost is $25 per person. Participants must have an 

Alabama State hunting license, a Fort Rucker post hunting 
permit and a hunter education card. Alabama State regula-
tions and Fort Rucker Regulation 215-1 apply. The turkey 
must be harvested on Fort Rucker in order to qualify.  

For more information, call 255-4305.

Youth sports batting cages close
The Fort Rucker Child, Youth and School Services 

Youth Sports and Fitness Batting Cages are closed and will 
reopen with normal hours of operation Feb. 17. 

For more information, call 255-2254 or 255-2257.

ATV Trail Ride
Outdoor recreation hosts an ATV Trail Ride Feb. 22 

from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. Preregistration is required and people 
must be 16 or older to participate. Participants must pass 
the safety driving test through outdoor recreation, and they 
must provide their own ATV and protective gear (helmet, 
boots, etc.). Protective gear must be worn at all times.  

For more information, call 255-4305.

Two-Man Buddy Bass Tournament
Outdoor recreation will hold a Two-Man Buddy Bass 
Tournament March 1 from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. at West Beach, 
Lake Tholocco. There will be a $100 entry fee per two 
man team. All entrants must have an Alabama State fish-
ing license, Fort Rucker post fishing permit, and a Fort 
Rucker boater safety completion card. There are only 25 
slots available, so early registration is encouraged. The 
Top 3 weigh-in totals will receive a cash prize. Door 
prizes will also be rewarded, as well as a special prize for 
biggest fish. 

For more information, call 255-4305.
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