
Audie Murphy is widely known as the 
most decorated Soldier in U.S. history, 
but for one Soldier, those accomplish-
ments translate into more than awards 
and recognition – a way to better serve 
his community.

The Fort Rucker Sergeant Audie Mur-
phy Club inducted Sgt. 1st Class Jason 
Reimer, A Company, 1st Battalion, 13th 
Aviation Regiment, into its ranks Nov. 5 
during a ceremony at the U.S. Army Avi-
ation Museum, and for Reimer, the in-
duction into the prestigious organization 
was just a formality to a way of life.

“This is a wonderful thing, in that I 
know that I’m now going to be part of 
a larger organization that does a lot of 
good for the community. Because of what 
I was able to show that I can exemplify, 
it’s put me in a position to do even more 
good,” he said. “Being in the position 
that I’m in now, I’m going to continue to 
challenge myself even more by helping 
to contribute to the community.”

Reimer said he admires everything that 
Murphy was able to accomplish through-
out his lifetime, not only as a Soldier, but 
as a civilian, as well, and hopes to mirror 
that in his own life.

Being heard in this day and age can be 
somewhat difficult, but Fort Rucker leader-
ship proves it’s all ears by providing a fo-
rum for people to air their issues and ideas 
to make things better.

Community members from across the 
installation attended the annual Army Fam-
ily Action Plan conference Nov. 4 and 5 
to discuss issues and recommend resolu-
tions to better improve the community in a 
process that was more streamlined than in 
years past, according to Rick Kohl, AFAP 
manager.

“For the past 31 years, AFAP has been 
a conference that usually spans over two 
days with an average of 60 delegates, but 
this year we were encouraged to come up 
with an alternative forum,” said Kohl.

What they came up with was the concept 
of two separate focus groups for about 30 
people each over two-hour sessions where 
they could talk about their issues and rec-
ommend resolutions, rather than spend an 
entire day going through a long bureaucrat-
ic process to reach the same result, Kohl 
said.

“AFAP exists to give people on the in-
stallation a chance to voice their concerns, 

and by soliciting ideas from the commu-
nity, it allows us to see the issues that the 
community is really concerned about,” said 
the program manager.

Some of the issues discussed during 
this year’s conference included addressing 
discrepancies in the Exceptional Family 
Member Program enrollment process; the 
Fort Rucker SKIES Unlimited Instruction-
al program facility being moved to a more 
suitable location; the Civilian Mentorship 
Program being offered to qualified civil-
ians below the grade of GS-9; Soldiers and 
families receiving more effective sponsor-
ship when they make a permanent change 
of station; and Corvias Housing policy 
aligning itself with the Fort Rucker policy 
regarding fraternization between instruc-
tors and students.

Its issues like these that might normally 
go unnoticed if it weren’t for the AFAP, 
said Kohl.

“These are representatives of the com-
munity – active-duty military, family mem-
bers and civilians,” he said, “and I think this 
year’s modifications made it more comfort-
able for people to participate.”

Because of the shorter amount of time 
people had to invest in the program, those 
who might not have been able to attend and 
provide input before were able to this year, 
said Kohl.

After the conference, the issues will be 
sent up to senior leadership for review, 
where eventually the garrison commander 
steering committee will meet to discuss and 
try to resolve some of the issues. If issues 
can be handled locally, they will be, but if 

not, they will be elevated to the U.S. Army 
Installation Management Command level 
for further review.

In 2012, the No. 1 issue at the Army-
level AFAP conference was started at Fort 
Rucker, which dealt with the issue of Survi-
vor Investment of Military Death Gratuity 
and Service Member’s Group Life Insur-
ance and the time allotment of 12 months 
to be increased to 36 months.

The 2012 issue is one that might never 
have gotten resolved if it hadn’t been for 
organizations like AFAP, said Kohl.

Dr. Beverly K. Joiner, Fort Rucker dep-
uty to the garrison commander, was among 
those to attend the conference and offered 
her thanks to participants for making a dif-
ference in Army life.

“For the past 32 years, AFAP has been 
making a difference in the programs and 
services that we have in the Army,” she said 
during the conference. “Thank you for your 
commitment to the community and your 
assistance in identifying issues that impact 
our total Army family.

“Through the AFAP process, our goal is 
to identify issues and provide solutions that 
bring about positive change,” she contin-
ued. “My hope is that you will leave here 
feeling confident that you have impacted 
the wellbeing of Soldiers, civilians and 
family members. Know that the results of 
this night will be making improvements on 
the programs and services of the commu-
nity.”

Although the conference has ended, Kohl 
said issues can be submitted year round.

For more information on AFAP or how to 
submit an issue, call 255-9637.
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Teens of the Fort Rucker community participate in the Army Family Action Plan conference at Wings 
Chapel Nov. 5 to discuss issues that directly affect them.

Community shares ideas

By Nathan Pfau
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AFAP forum 
seeks to improve 
Army life

Photo byJim Hughes

Command Sgt. Maj. Micheal D. Sutterfield (center), 1st Aviation Brigade command sergeant major; Sgt. 1st Class Michael Lukeman (left), 1st Avn. 
Bde. equal opportunity adviser; and Sgt. 1st Class Pawoo Teh, EO adviser, read to children at the Center Library  Friday to help celebrate Native 
American Heritage Month. Fort Rucker will host a Native American Heritage Month kickoff Friday at 11:30 a.m. at the post exchange food court, 
featuring dancers, a drum group, food sampling and displays.

Celebrating diversity

Audie Murphy 
Club inducts 
1-13th Soldier
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Sgt. 1st Class Jason Reimer, A Company, 1st 
Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment, receives the 
Sergeant Audie Murphy Medallion from Command 
Sgt. Maj. Eric C. Thom, Aviation Branch command 
sergeant major, as he is inducted into the Fort 
Rucker Sergeant Audie Murphy Club during a cer-
emony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum Nov. 5.

48th Assault Helicopter Company dedicates monument

As friends and family members laid 
roses at the base of a new monument, Fort 
Rucker and hundreds of veterans remem-
bered those who gave their lives in service 
nearly half a century ago.

The names of 36 men lost during the 
Vietnam War adorn the monument erected 
in Veterans Park where more than 200 vet-
erans gathered to honor those lost, as well 
as the rest of those who served in the 48th 
Assault Helicopter Company during a dedi-
cation ceremony Friday.

The dedication comes as a hard-fought, 
well-earned “thank you” to those who 
served in that conflict, said retired Army 
Chaplain (Col.) Alvin M. Sonny Moore, 
guest speaker for the event.

“Those were not the proudest days for 
our country. There was so much division 
and strife, and they never properly said 
‘thank you’ to the veterans who fought that 

war,” he said during the ceremony. “You 
Soldiers fought anyway. You know why a 
Soldier fights? You fight for each other, and 
that’s why you people are here today – to 
remember your brothers.”

The 48th AHC was active from Nov. 6, 

1965, to Aug. 23, 1972, and participated in 
16 campaigns throughout the war, many of 
which Tom Cole, who was the maintenance 
officer and executive officer for the unit, re-
members vividly.

Cole was involved in Operation Lam 
Son 719 where 11 of his fellow brothers in 
arms were killed.

“I was there for all of those guys and 
this just brings back a lot of really great 
memories of them,” he said. “They’re 
sad memories in some regard, but good 
memories.”

Cole said it was because of the sacrifices 
of Soldiers, like of those in his unit, that it’s 
important to continue to remember those 
who came before.

“We can’t forget that freedom isn’t free and 
that people paid a price for it,” he said. “Just 
being gone from your family for years at a 
time can be tough, but those guys and girls 
made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom, 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Tom Cole and Pat Coleman, former Soldiers of 
the 48th Assault Helicopter Company, unveil the 
unit monument during a dedication ceremony at 
Veterans Park Friday.

See Monument, Page A5



Are you approaching the end of your 
military career? Do you have one more 
moves left in you? If you do, you may see 
that despite current economic conditions, 
there are still plenty of jobs out there wait-
ing for you. 

Many Soldiers exit the Army because 
they are tired of all the constant moves 
required of Soldiers and family members 
over a relatively short period of time. They 
want to settle down in one place, and fin-
ish raising their family and putting down 
some roots. Not that this isn’t a great goal, 
but if you could make just one more move, 
you may be set, career wise at least, for the 
rest of your life. 

Getting your foot in the door of many 
companies requires that you go to where 
the jobs are. Yes, that means at least one 
more move, but the government will pay 
to move you to a home of selection, if you 
are retiring.

If you are separating, the government 

will normally only pay to move you the 
distance to your place of enlistment or 
entry on active duty at their expense. You 
will have to make up the difference if you 
move further than authorized. However, it 

may well be worth the added expense to 
get you a good paying job, especially dur-
ing these troubling times. 

Recruiting firms are paid by hiring com-
panies to find them the best of the best to 

hire. They have job vacancies that must 
be filled. However, their area of responsi-
bility is limited to a certain region of the 
country.

Soldiers who will not move into their 
region will not be considered for help by 
most recruiting firms.  

Remember that if you choose to stay in 
a certain location, then you are limited to 
the number of jobs and pay for that par-
ticular area. The more flexible you are, the 
more opportunities you have to get a good 
paying job.

Who knows, over time you may be 
able to work your way back to the area of 
your choice, or you may even fall in love 
with the new one. Either way, you have to 
weigh and decide what is best for you and 
your family. 

Also remember that most companies 
will not pay to move you at their expense, 
so you will want to make that decision 
while you still have your relocation option 
from the Army. 

For more information on job searching 
tips, call the Ft Rucker Soldier for Life 
Center at 255-2558.
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WO1 Antonio Schlee, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.
“You can show them 

appreciation by simply shaking 
their hand or talking to them.”

“For your family members, 
just make sure they know how 
much you love and care about 
them and what they do.”

“If you see them in uniform, 
make sure they know you have 
respect for them.”

“Just acknowledge what it is 
that Soldiers do.”

Haley Dalquist, 
military family member

James Moody, 
military family member

Abdel Bilal, 
military veteran

“Thank them for their service 
whenever you can.”

Shaun McElderry, 
civilian  
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Statement of Publication authorization

The Army Flier is an autho-
rized publication for members 
of the Department of Defense. 
Contents of the Army Flier are 
not necessarily the official views 
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government, or the Department 
of the Army. 

The editorial content of this 
publication is the responsibility 
of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs 
Office. 

Ten thousand copies are 
published weekly by The Dothan 
Eagle, a private company in no 
way connected with the U.S. 
government under exclusive 
contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

The appearance of advertis-
ing in this publication, including 
inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the 
U.S. Army or The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters

For business, advertisements, 
subscriptions or to report print-
ing errors, contact The Dothan 
Eagle, 227 N. Oates St., Dothan, 
AL 36303 or call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible 
for all printing matters and com-
mercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. 
for the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the 
Army Flier is prepared, edited, 
provided and approved by the 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this 
publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, 

national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, 
political affiliation or any 
other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of 
this equal opportunity policy by 
an advertiser is confirmed, the 
publisher shall refuse to print 
advertising from that source until 
the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or pho-
tographs by contacting the Army 
Flier, Public Affairs Office, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence, Fort Rucker, AL 36362, or 
call (334) 255-2028 or 255-1239; 
calls to other PAO numbers are 
not normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please 
contact the editor at jhughes@
armyflier.com.

This month we’re spotlighting the 
November 1969 issue of the U.S. Army 
Aviation Digest. This issue features:

Instrument ticket pays dividends
I arrived in the Republic of Vietnam 

just after the rainy season. My first 
month in country gave every indica-
tion that I would enjoy the most per-
fect flying weather I’d ever known in 
my short career as an Army Aviator. It 
was total VFR flying and I didn’t give 
the slightest thought to my past tacti-
cal instrument training at Fort Rucker.

Arctic test of the Crane
The Army’s CH-54 was operated in 

temperatures from 46 degrees above 
to 43 below in Alaska to subject the 
aircraft to the most realistic winter 
conditions possible. The Crane was 
used to support various units and 
participated in a winter field exer-
cise.

“Grounded” Eagle
An accident investigation as seen 

through the eyes of the junior board 
member.

The Kiowa joins up
A new entry to the light observation 

helicopter field has arrived in the Army 
inventory, and the fun and enthusiasm 
that marked the OH-23 versus OH-
13 unit rivalry can now be applied to 
newer contenders: the OH-6A Cayuse 
and the OH-58A Kiowa.

… and more.  

Download this issue of the U.S. 
Army Aviation Digest at http://go.usa.
gov/cYQTF. 

This month in Army Aviation history

Veterans have fought for 
freedom in the past and today. 

How can you honor the sacrifice 
made by service members, both 

current and prior?

“

”
Rotor Wash

Army graphic

By Bryan Tharpe
Fort Rucker Soldier for Life
Transition Assistance Program

SOLDIER FOR LIFE
Job search tip: Flexibility key to success



FORT SAM HOUSTON, TEXAS – Lt. 
Gen. Kenneth R. Dahl took command of 
U.S. Army Installation Management Com-
mand from Lt. Gen. David D. Halverson 
during a change-of-command ceremony at 
the Fort Sam Houston Theater Nov. 3.

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Milley 
presided over both the change-of-command 
ceremony and Dahl’s promotion that took 
place beforehand.

“K.D. (Dahl) is immensely qualified to 
be the commanding general,” Milley said. 
“He’s a proven combat leader, he’s a man 
of great character, and I have no doubt in 
my mind that he’s going to take IMCOM to 
the next level of excellence.”

Until today, IMCOM and the Office of 
the Assistant Chief of Staff for Installation 
Management were commanded by one 
three-star general in a dual-hatted status. 
The creation of a new three-star position 
and the decision to make IMCOM a direct-
report to the Army chief of staff indicates 
how important the mission is to senior 
Army leadership, officials said.

IMCOM manages all the day-to-day in-
frastructure and support programs on Army 
installations, allowing the mission com-
manders to focus on their mission: to fight 
and win the nation’s wars. It also allows for 

cost avoidance and cost savings by central-
izing management and purchasing power, 
and enables Soldiers to focus on preparing 
for the current and future fight because they 
know their families at home are being cared 
for.

Dahl pledged that IMCOM would con-
tinue to provide the best support for com-
mand teams at Army installations around 

the world under his command. 
“Having never served at the same place 

twice, I can be justly accused of being an 
expert at nothing, but I will give myself 
credit for knowing a lot about the Army, 
knowing where it lives and knowing what 
it does,” Dahl said. “And I’m excited to be 
at this command for I have an opportunity 
to support all our senior commanders and 

enabling their critical missions that they ex-
ecute in their own commands every single 
day.”

Milley said that the split will allow IM-
COM to be more efficient by placing a 
proven leader with the command on Fort 
Sam Houston, rather than have the ASCIM 
lead from the Pentagon remotely.

“The span of control was not as effective 
as if we could split it apart and pick a single 
(lieutenant general) to lead IMCOM and 
then have a staff officer as the ACSIM,” 
Milley said. “Because putting both of them 
together is difficult and doesn’t lead to the 
most efficient methods of using our leader-
ship.”

Halverson expressed his sentiments of 
leaving command and taking the responsi-
bility of the ACSIM.

“This is a bittersweet day, as you all 
know, but it is a great day for the Army,” 
Halverson said. “It’s been an honor. Thank 
you for bringing the Army’s home every-
where and we’ll continue to do that.”

Dahl assured Halverson and those pres-
ent that he would ensure IMCOM would 
continue to be the foundation for Army 
readiness.

“We will touch the entire Army every sin-
gle day and everything that it does,” Dahl 
said. “I am thrilled to be the commanding 
general of Installation Management Com-
mand. I totally appreciate how lucky I am 
and I will not squander a single moment.”
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As people get ready to prepare 
their Thanksgiving feasts, safety 
officials want to issue a reminder 
to everyone over the holidays to 
remain cautious as they cook, 
drive and visit throughout the sea-
son.

The holiday season kicks off 
the Winter Safety Campaign on 
Fort Rucker, which exists to help 
remind Soldiers, family members 
and civilians of the hazards the 
come with the season, whether 
regarding home safety, driving 
safety or even pet safety, accord-
ing the Rebecca Ghostley, garri-
son safety director.

“We want to take this time to 
remind everyone to take into con-
sideration hazards that typically 

occur during the winter time,” 
said the safety director. “This is 
a chance for supervisors to talk to 
their Soldiers about these potential 
hazards to include the workplace, 
home and on the roads.”

Leaders should get involved to 
indentify hazards that their Sol-
diers or civilians might face, such 
as those who might take long road 
trips to visit family in areas with a 
high rate of snowfall, said Ghost-
ley.

“If they have Soldiers who are 
going away to visit family for the 
holidays, they might want to re-
mind them to make sure to have 
their vehicle checked and prepared 
for safe, winter driving,” she said. 
“They should check all of the flu-
ids in their vehicle, ensure their 
tires are properly inflated with the 
right amount of tread and make 

sure they are prepared to drive on 
snowy or icy roads.”

People are also encouraged 
to have an emergency kit with 
them when they travel, containing 
things like warm clothes, blan-
kets, water and food, flashlights 
or anything that might aid them in 
an emergency situation.

According to the National 
Weather Service, some conditions 
people might run into while travel-
ing on roads across the Southeast 
during the winter season include 
ice storms, snow flurries and icy 
roads, so Ghostley encourages ex-
tra care when taking to the roads.

Hazards can also extend into 
the home during the winter sea-
son, and stem from a variety of 
factors, from cooking to heating, 
so people should take extra care 
this holiday season when prepar-

ing large meals or using items like 
space heaters, said the safety di-
rector.

“Many people will be cook-
ing for Thanksgiving and a lot of 
people have started using turkey 
fryers, which can be a big fire haz-
ard,” said Ghostley. 

When using turkey fryers, she 
said that people should only use 
them outdoors and make sure 
not to overfill the oil, adding that 
people should always follow the 
instructions provided.

Additionally, many people will 
heat their homes with space heat-
ers, which can also be a big fire 
hazard if not used properly.

According to the National Fire 
Protection Association, although 
only 32 percent of home heat-
ing fires involved space heaters, 
they are involved in 79 percent of 

home heating fire deaths.
Ghostley recommends that 

space heaters be placed on a level 
surface at least three feet from any 
flammable materials, and always 
be turned off when not in use.

Fuel burning heaters and equip-
ment should not be burned indoors 
and should always be used in an 
area that is properly ventilated, 
she added.

People should also take care 
when putting up holiday decora-
tions, such as lighting around the 
house, which uses extra electricity 
and wiring.

“It’s a good idea to remind peo-
ple to be vigilant when it comes 
to safety because people tend to 
become complacent, especially 
around the holidays, but we want 
to make sure everyone has a safe 
holiday season,” said Ghostley.

Fort Rucker kicks off winter safety 
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

News Briefs
Former CWOB retirement ceremony

Fort Rucker will host a retirement and awards 
ceremony for CW5 Michael L. Reese, former chief 
warrant officer of the Aviation Branch, Friday at 1 
p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. All are in-
vited to attend to honor and bid farewell to Reese.

Hollyday Bazaar
The Fort Rucker Community Spouses Club will 

host its Hollyday Bazaar Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at Yano Hall. The bazaar offers people the 
chance to buy holiday supplies, crafts, homemade 
jewelry, wreaths, furniture, antiques, toys, clothing, 
food and more. The event offers more than 90 local 
and national vendors. Admission to the event is $5 
per person, but children 12 and younger get in free. 
Proceeds from the event go to benefit the FRCSC 
community welfare and scholarship funds in the 
Wiregrass. 

For more information, visit www.fortruckercsc.
com.

After hours flu clinic
Lyster Army Health Clinic will hold an after-

hours flu clinic for school-age children Nov. 17 from 
4-6:30 p.m. in the immunization clinic. Flu shots 
and flu mist will be available.

Clinic closures
The clinic will close for its monthly training 

Wednesday at noon. The clinic will also be closed 
Nov. 26 for the Thanksgiving holiday and Nov. 27.

Healthy cooking demo
Lyster Army Health Clinic will host a free cook-

ing demonstration Nov. 20 at 11 a.m. in the lifespace 
center. Everyone is invited to attend, including chil-
dren. The recipes cooked during this demonstration 
will be low carb and diabetic friendly in observance 
of Diabetes Awareness Month.

Advent workshop
The Fort Rucker chaplaincy will host an Advent 

workshop Nov. 22 from noon to 2:30 p.m. at the 
Spiritual Life Center, Bldg. 8039. All are invited 
to attend the family-friendly event that will feature 
holiday crafts, lunch, and an exploration of the sea-
son of Advent and what it means to move toward 
Christmas.

For more information, call 255-3946, 255-9894 or 
255-3447, or visit www.rucker.army.mil/chaplain.

Military personnel closure
The military personnel division will be closed Nov. 

26-27. The closure includes the ID card section, re-
tirement services office, personnel reassignment 
branch, personnel management branch (in and out 
processing) and personnel services branch. Normal 
duty hours will resume Nov. 30 at 7:30 a.m.

Tuesday Tracks
Lyster Army Health Clinic’s Physical Therapy ser-

vice hosts a Tuesday Tracks walk Tuesdays at noon 
for anyone on Fort Rucker interested in walking a 
mile during lunch. Those interested can meet in the 
Lyster Lifespace Center at 11:45 a.m.

Lyster update
Check out Lyster Army Health Clinic’s Facebook 

page for the healthy tip of the day and clinic informa-
tion, such as class dates and times. Lyster’s Twitter 
feed is at @LysterAHC.

Scholarships, grants
Corvias Foundation recently announced that ap-

plications for the 2016 scholarships and educational 
grants are now available. Applications for the 2016 
scholarships must be submitted by Feb. 11 and will 
be awarded to high school seniors with plans of at-
tending a four-year university or college. The schol-
arships are in the amount of up to $50,000 per person. 
The scholarship is available to children of active-du-
ty service members stationed at Fort Rucker and a 
number of other Army and Air Force installations. All 
scholarship applicants will be notified of their award 
status by the end of April.

Applications for the 2016 educational grants must 
be submitted by May 5. Grants are given in the 
amount of up to $5,000 to spouses of active-duty ser-
vice members stationed at Fort Rucker and the other 
installation. Corvias Foundation will select 20 recipi-
ents and applicants may be in any stage of the educa-
tional process. All applicants will be notified of their 
award status by the end of July.

Applications and all necessary paperwork for both 
the scholarship and educational grant must be sub-
mitted by the due date in order to be considered. Se-
lected recipients may begin using their scholarship or 
educational grant in the fall of 2016. Families do not 
have to reside in on-post housing in order to qualify 
for scholarships or grants. 

Applications are available now at http://corvias-
foundation.org. For more information, send an email 

to info@corviasfoundation.org or call 401-228-
2836.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-

Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The thrift shop needs 
people’s unwanted items. People can drop off dona-
tions at any time in the shed behind the shop (former 
Armed Forces Bank building) located in front of the 
theater next door to the bowling alley. Donations are 
tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

ID card appointment system
To help reduce wait times, the Directorate of Hu-

man Resources recently changed its ID Card Section 
to an appointment-only system Mondays-Fridays for 
people seeking to get ID cards.

The only walk-in customers who are seen are those 
who have lost their cards, need a personal identifica-
tion number reset, need a DD Form 1172 issue, are 
in- or out-processing, and retirees renewing their 
cards – all other walk-in customers will be asked to 
make an appointment.

To make an appointment, people just need to go on-
line and visit https://rapids-appointments.dmdc.osd.
mil/appointment/building.aspx?BuildingId=876.

People with questions on using the appointment 
system or who need to verify the documents required 
to get an ID, should call 255-2182.   

TRICARE Nurse Advice Line
Lyster Army Health Clinic uses the TRICARE 

Nurse Advice Line for all after-hours urgent care 
questions. Call 1-800-TRICARE (874-2273) to speak 
with a nurse 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Siren test
The Installation Operations Center conducts a test 

of the emergency mass notification system the first 
Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m. At that time 
people will hear the siren over the giant voice. No 
actions are required.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree Council meets 

the first Thursday of each month in The Landing at 
11:30 a.m. The meeting is an open forum and all retir-
ees are invited to attend. Retirees are also encouraged 
to apply for one of the open positions on the council.

For more information, call 255-9124.

IMCOM welcomes new commander
By Sgt. Joshua Ford
Installation Management Command
Public Affairs

Photo byTim Hipps

Lt. Gen. Kenneth R. Dahl receives the unit flag from Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Milley as he 
becomes the new commanding general for U.S. Army Installation Management Command during a 
change-of-command ceremony at Fort Sam Houston Theatre in San Antonio Nov. 3.



WASHINGTON — When Col. Curtis A. Buzzard de-
ployed to Iraq again in January, he admitted that he was ini-
tially concerned about building trust and confidence in the 
Iraqi army, “but it happened almost immediately.”

Buzzard, commander of 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd 
Airborne Division, spent the next nine months with his bri-
gade advising and assisting the Iraqi army. He spoke of his 
experiences at a Pentagon press briefing Nov. 5.

“The Iraqis treated us as their own family and were tre-
mendously grateful and appreciative of us being there,” he 
said. “I have great admiration for the leaders we were part-
nered with and for their dedication to the country.”

One of the colonel’s operations officers, Maj. Michael 
Hamilton, from 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment, who was also at the press brief, then provided an 
example of how their advise and assist mission was success-
fully carried out.

Of the five Iraqi brigades and two divisions the 82nd was 
tasked with training, Hamilton’s was the 16th Division. “We 
stood them up from scratch,” he said, meaning new staff, 
new Soldiers and training from basic marksmanship and first 
aid, on up to battalion-level complex tactical exercises.

The ultimate test of their training, Hamilton said, was 
when they were called in to support the Ramadi offensive, to 
liberate it from the Islamic State, which the Soldiers referred 
to as Daesh.

“They were probably the most successful unit participat-
ing in the Ramadi counterattack,” he said. “We were very 
proud of that. It was very rewarding.”

Buzzard had his own “good news story” about how well 
the training went.

He said Hamilton’s 2nd Battalion conducted a battalion-
level, combined-arms breach lane exercise with an Iraqi bat-
talion. It’s a live-fire exercise that’s “very complex.” 

When the training was completed, he said the “Iraqi di-
vision commander said, ‘I got this, I need your support in 
helping to set conditions for training, but we have it, we’re 
going to take charge of this,’ and they developed and issued 
an operations order and subordinate leaders did a back-brief. 
They built a terrain model to show what to do. They coordi-
nated with army aviation, tanks and mortars to be there and 
they executed it all themselves.”

Because of many occasions like this, Buzzard said he felt 
reassured “they can do this and make it happen.”

When he was there in 2006 and 2007, U.S. troops were 
in the lead in conducting combat operations, Buzzard said. 
This time Iraqis are in the lead. “We don’t accompany them 
on the battlefield. They recognize they’ve got to do this on 
their own. They’re taking responsibility for this. It’s their 
fight to win. They recognize that. They want it to be their 
fight. They’re proud of their accomplishments and how they 
can fight on their own.”

In all, the brigade, consisting of about 1,300 paratroopers 
from six battalions, termed Task Force Panther, trained some 
12,400 Iraqi soldiers at numerous Build Partner Capacity 
sites across the country. The U.S. effort to support Iraq is 
termed Operation Inherent Resolve.

Buzzard said another initial concern he had was that Iraqi 
soldiers would be reluctant to take part in the training. But 
that concern quickly vanished as the calendar was filled. 
The Iraqis saw the value of the training and it gave them 
increasing confidence, as well.

The Soldiers who trained the Iraqis demonstrated great 
“initiative, agility and innovation,” he added, saying he was 
equally proud of them. “Our young Soldiers developed tre-
mendous rapport with Iraqi soldiers during training.”

Brigade’s role
Hamilton said the advise and assist role took raw recruits 

and trained them in the basics, stuff like marksmanship, first 
aid, tactics, and then progressed to battalion-level training 
with complex and realistic maneuvers. Training in explo-
sives and counter-improvised explosive devices were con-
ducted, as well. Soldiers were there to coach, observe and 
mentor. 

Some units had shorter training times than others, he not-
ed, due to ongoing or upcoming operations. So, the levels of 
training varied quite a bit. 

Buzzard said once the units were trained, his headquar-
ters partnered with the Iraqi headquarters in planning opera-
tions. The United States provided intelligence that not only 
pinpointed enemy positions, but prevented friendly strikes 
on their own.

Weapons employed
Hamilton said some Iraqi army units were equipped with 

NATO-style equipment, which the United States fielded to 

them, including M-16 rifles, M-249 Squad Automatic Weap-
ons, M-240B medium machine guns and AT-4 shoulder-
fired, anti-tank weapons.

Besides that, he said they had a mix of AK-47 rifles, PKM 
and PKC machine guns, some RPK, anti-tank weapons in-
cluded SGP-9, shoulder-launched.

Their communication gear, he said, included handheld 
Motorola radios, Harris high-frequency radios for longer 
distances and Iridium phones for out-of-line-of-sight com-
munications.

“They have the equipment they need for the fight,” Buz-
zard said. “They’re certainly better equipped than Daesh.”

As to Daesh, Buzzard said they employed vehicle-borne 
IEDs on numerous occasions. He said it was disheartening 
to know brainwashed young kids were often on these suicide 
missions. 
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
NOV. 13-19, 2015

I THE PEANUTS MOVIE - G

Mon-Fri: 7:10 & 9:10
Sat-Sun: 2:00, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:10

II LOVE THE COOPERS - PG13

Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:10
Sat-Sun: 2:00, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:10

III THE MARTIAN - PG13

Mon-Fri: 7:00 • Sat-Sun: 2:00 & 7:00

IV GOOSEBUMPS - PG
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:10
Sat-Sun: 2:00, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:10

I SPECTRE - PG13
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:30
Sat-Sun: 1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:30

II WOODLAWN - PG
Mon-Fri: 7:00
Sat-Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00

III MY ALL AMERICAN - PG
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:20
Sat-Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20

STAR WARS TICKETS
at hollywoodconnector.com

HOHENFELS, Germany — Although 
World War I officially ended June 28, 1919, 
the fighting had stopped several months 
earlier, “…when an armistice…between 
the Allied nations and Germany went into 
effect on the 11th hour of the 11th day of 
the 11th month.” 

President Woodrow Wilson originally 
declared Nov. 11 as Armistice Day. Accord-
ing to the Veterans Administration, through 
legislation passed 61 years ago June 1, 
1954, Nov. 11 became Veterans Day – a day 
to honor American veterans of all wars.

Many of the nation’s veterans have be-
come seasoned warriors over time, some 
with multiple deployments under their belts 
– many who have made the military their 
way of life. America’s military is a strong 
and ready fighting force. Every branch 
is more integrated than ever before with 
strong and diverse talents and capabilities. 
“Joint force” has become a common phrase 
as the military continues to work seamless-
ly together as comrades in every branch. 

“The greatest thing about the Army is the 
camaraderie,” said Spc. Judy Mera Rosa, 
an unmanned aircraft system operator, and 
self-described “military brat” with 10th En-
gineers Brigade, Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company. “Camaraderie is what 
it’s all about, because if you don’t have it, it 
is just another 9-5.”

Although her father is a retired Army ma-
jor, Rosa made the decision to join on her 
own.

“My father definitely talked me through 
it. He shared what he knows and gave me 
whatever advice he saw fit,” Rosa said. 
“The Army has helped me grow as a per-
son. I like the structure. The Army gave me 
some direction and purpose. I have learned 
more about who I can be for other people, 
rather than just who I am for myself.”

Some have a legacy of service in their 
family. Still others bravely blaze a new 
trail and join the military seeking an op-
portunity to test themselves and improve 
their lives.

Sgt. Charles Roseboro, a combat engi-
neer with 10th Engineers Brigade, Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company, from 
Charlotte, North Carolina, is the first in his 
Family to ever serve in the military. As one 
of six siblings, Roseboro wanted to set a 
good example for his younger siblings.

“One of the biggest reasons why I joined 
the military is because I just felt like I was 
stuck in time. Sometimes you need to be 
taken out of your element to actually work 
on yourself,” Roseboro said. “By serving 
in the Army, my family can see me doing 
something a little different than the norm. 
It’s good for my brothers and sisters to see. 

There are six of us – we range in age from 
14 to 25.”

The significance of Veterans Day was 
clear to this young Soldier.

“Veteran’s Day is a day that we can sit 
back and think of the people who have 
gone overseas, and fought wars for many 
decades for our country, and in some cases 
died – much thanks to those before me,” 
Roseboro said.

Becoming a better man for his family and 
country is important.

“I’ve learned a lot about different cul-
tures and how people live, and how people 
value certain things in life,” Roseboro said. 
“When I was in Afghanistan, I would al-
ways see this guy at 7:30 in the morning, 
herding his sheep from one field to another 
to keep them healthy and give them exer-
cise. I felt like that was something so good, 
but also so disciplined, because he did it at 
the same time every morning. I noticed the 
dedication that he had for his family. I am 
a different person since I joined the Army 
– 360 turnaround. I have started a college 
degree, and I have become more profes-
sional.”

Along with military benefits and the po-
tential of personal and professional growth 
come sacrifices that most Americans will 
never experience.

President Barack Obama spoke of the 
sacrifices of our Veterans and their families 

in his 2015 Veterans Day Proclamation. 
“On Veterans Day, we reflect on the im-
measurable burdens borne by so few in the 
name of so many, and we rededicate our-
selves to supporting those who have worn 
America’s uniform and the families who 
stand alongside them.”

Rosa’s husband is also a Soldier, but sta-
tioned elsewhere.

“Most definitely, being away from my 
husband is my biggest sacrifice,” Rosa said. 
“We joined the Army together. We’ve been 
apart for basic training, advanced individual 
training and then the last two rotations. We 
are getting through it, but I miss him and I 
want to be in the same room with him.”

Most Soldiers find their own means of 
coping with the necessary sacrifices. Rose-
boro stays focused on his mission and big 
picture outcomes.

“The greatest sacrifices I make being 
in the military are being away from my 
9-month-old son and being away from 
my family,” Roseboro said. “What kind of 
evens me out is knowing that right now I 
am in a state of bettering myself. At a cer-
tain point, when it is time for me to hang 
up my uniform, I have done the best I can 
to provide for my family and show them a 
better route in life.”

Roseboro touted the benefits of military 
service and encouraged other young men 
and women to follow his lead. 

“I would tell any young woman or young 
man considering joining the Army – do it,” 
Roseboro said. “Go get a college education. 
There are so many benefits that come with 
the military – go travel the world. You don’t 
have to do 20 years, you can just do one 
contract. There are so many benefits, as far 
as the G.I. Bill. You will always be a Sol-
dier. So, once you get out and you’re look-
ing for a job as a civilian, you’ll network 
with those battle buddies and they can help 
you out.”

The president’s proclamation highlighted 
the importance of caring for our veterans as 
they return home.

“Our true strength as a nation is mea-
sured by how we take care of our veterans 
when they return home,” said Obama in 
his proclamation, which also focused on 
understanding and supporting our nation’s 
veterans.

“Our veterans left everything they knew 
and loved and served with exemplary dedi-
cation and courage so we could all know a 
safer America and a more just world. They 
have been tested in ways the rest of us may 
never fully understand, and it is our duty to 
fulfill our sacred obligation to our veterans 
and their families. On Veterans Day, and 
every day, let us show them the extraordi-
nary gratitude they so rightly deserve, and 
let us recommit to pledging our full support 
for them in all they do.”

Photo by Sgt. Terry Rajsombath

Sgt. Charles Roseboro and Spc. Judy Rosa perform preventive maintenance checks and services during Exercise Combined Resolve V at the Joint Multina-
tional Readiness Center in Hohenfels, Germany, Nov. 7.

Veterans day
By Staff Sgt. Tina Villalobos
301st Public Affairs Detachment

Service members discuss values, service, sacrifice

Leaders see competence, confidence grow in Iraqi army
By David Vergun
Army News Service



SIMI VALLEY, Calif. — Na-
tional defense in today’s time of 
transition and turbulence calls for 
technical as well as strategic and 
operational innovation, Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter said Satur-
day.

In a keynote speech during the 
annual Reagan National Defense 
Forum in southern California, 
Carter explained how Russia 
and China challenge the United 
States’ capacity to innovate and 
change.

“Another kind of innovation 
for the future … is how we’re 
responding to Russia, which is 
one source of today’s turbulence, 
and (the rise of China)], which is 
driving a transition in the Asia-
Pacific,” the secretary said.

One of the pillars of his com-
mitment to the nation as defense 
secretary, Carter said, is to de-
velop innovative strategies and 
operational concepts to change 
how the department deters and 
responds to geostrategic chal-
lenges.

Complex environments
“We must ensure that we and 

our partners are postured to de-
feat threats from high-end oppo-
nents in a complex set of environ-
ments,” he said.

To do so requires innovative 
strategies and operational plans 
to defend the United States and 
strengthen the principled interna-
tional order that has well served 
the United States and its friends 
and allies, including Russia, Chi-
na and many other countries, for 
decades, Carter said.

“The principles that serve as 
that order’s foundation – includ-
ing peaceful resolution of dis-
putes, freedom from coercion, 
respect for state sovereignty and 
freedom of navigation and over-
flight – are not abstractions,” 
the secretary said, “nor are they 
subject to the whims of any one 
country.”

Some actors, like the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant and 
Russia, seem intent on eroding 
these principles and undercutting 
the international order, Carter 
said.

China, he added, grows more 

ambitious in its objectives and 
capabilities.

Russia’s provocations
“In the face of Russia’s provo-

cations and China’s rise,” Carter 
said, “we must embrace innova-
tive approaches to protect the 
United States and strengthen that 
international order.”

Russia is violating sovereignty 
in Ukraine and Georgia, and is try-
ing to intimidate the Baltic states, 
and in Syria it is prolonging a 
civil war, the secretary added.

“At sea, in the air, in space 
and in cyberspace, Russian ac-
tors have engaged in challenging 
activities,” he told the audience, 
noting that Moscow’s nuclear sa-
ber-rattling raises questions about 
Russian leaders’ commitment to 
strategic stability.

“We do not seek to make Rus-
sia an enemy,” Carter said. “But 
make no mistake. The United 
States will defend our interests, 
and our allies, the principled in-
ternational order and the positive 
future it affords us all.”

Carter said the United States is 
modernizing its nuclear arsenal to 
ensure America’s nuclear deter-
rent, investing in new unmanned 
systems, a new long-range bomb-
er, and innovation in technologies 
like the electromagnetic rail gun, 
lasers and new systems for elec-

tronic warfare, space, cyberspace 
and others.

“And we’re accordingly trans-
forming our posture in Europe to 
be more agile and sustainable,” 
the secretary said.

Approach to China
Turning to the Asia-Pacific, 

Carter said that for decades the 
United States has helped create 
stability in the region, which has 
enabled its people, economies 
and countries to prosper.

“The single-most influential 
factor in shaping the region’s 
future is how China rises and re-
lates to the principled order that 
has undergirded regional peace, 
stability and security,” the secre-
tary said.

As a rising power, China will 
have growing ambitions, Carter 
said, but how it behaves will be 
the true test of its commitment to 
peace and security.

Nations across the region are 
watching China’s actions in areas 
like the maritime domain and cy-
berspace, and the United States is 
working on its own and with al-
lies to ensure peace and stability 
in the Asia-Pacific as China rises, 
the secretary said.

Sustaining progress
On its own, America is using its 

Asia-Pacific rebalance to sustain 

this progress and ensure stability 
in the region, Carter said.

“We’re putting our best and 
newest assets from all services 
into the region. Qualitatively, we 
are making heavy investments in 
capabilities of importance there 
– subsurface warfare, electronic 
warfare, space, cyber, missile de-
fense and more,” he added.

The department is changing its 
operational plans and approach-
es to deter aggression, fulfill its 
statutory obligations to Taiwan, 
defend allies, and prepare for a 
wider-than-usual range of con-
tingencies in the region, Carter 
said.

The United States is building 
on its political and economic en-
gagement in the Asia-Pacific by 
finalizing the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership trade agreement, among 
others, the secretary said, and is 
strengthening the multilateral re-
gional security architecture with 
allies, friends and partners.

 “We’re building the capacity 
of our allies and partners,” Carter 
said, along with promoting co-
operation, supporting regional 
multilateral organizations, mod-
ernizing alliances and deepening 
partnerships.

On his latest trip to Asia-Pacif-
ic, his third as defense secretary, 
Carter said he heard from U.S. 
regional allies and partners in the 

region.
“We all have a fundamental 

stake in the security of maritime 
Asia, including dynamics within 
the South China Sea,” he said.

The United States is concerned 
with land reclamation in the 
South China Sea region, Carter 
added, and China has reclaimed 
more land than any other country 
in the region’s history.

“The United States joins virtu-
ally everyone else in the region in 
being deeply concerned about the 
pace and scope of land reclama-
tion in the South China Sea, the 
prospect of further militariza-
tion, (and) the potential for these 
activities to increase the risk of 
miscalculation or conflict among 
claimant states,” he said.

Nov. 5, Carter flew out to the 
aircraft carrier USS Theodore 
Roosevelt under way in the South 
China Sea. Last month, the guid-
ed-missile destroyer USS Las-
sen, as part of  a task force with 
the USS Roosevelt, conducted a 
freedom of navigation operation 
in the South China Sea in accor-
dance with international law.

“We’ve done them before all 
over the world,” Carter said of the 
freedom of navigation operation, 
“and we’ll do them again. We 
mean what we say. We will con-
tinue to fly, sail and operate wher-
ever international law allows.”

Leveraging strategies
U.S.-China relations will be 

complex as the nations continue 
to balance their competition and 
cooperation, Carter said, noting 
that both nations have agreed to 
four confidence-building agree-
ments, including one meant to 
prevent dangerous air-to-air en-
counters.

Carter said he’s accepted an in-
vitation from Chinese President 
Xi Jinping to visit China in the 
new year.

Meanwhile, the defense depart-
ment works to leverage innova-
tive strategies and operational 
concepts in response to Russia’s 
provocations and the impact of 
China’s rise, Carter said.

“We also know we have much 
work to do still to ensure our strat-
egies and plans are as innovative 
as possible, leveraging new tech-
nology used by the best talent in 
America,” he said.

“I’m not the type of per-
son to be complacent, so I 
always want to be able to 
grow and do more things, 
and constantly challenge 
myself,” said the induct-
ee. “I want to show the 
great many qualities that 
he showed, not only in 
combat, but with what he 
did with his career after-
wards. He was always out 
there and I’d like to think 
that everything that I’m 
doing now is something 
that falls in line with what 

his legacy.”
Throughout Murphy’s 

life, he was not only the 
most decorated Soldier 
in U.S. history – earning 
33 awards and medals in 
World War II alone, includ-
ing the Medal of Honor – 
but also one of the most 
popular actors of his time, 
a composer, poet and song 
writer, all of which Reim-
er said shows how, despite 
living through the horrors 
of war, he was able to live 
his life to the fullest.

“He was out there as a 
focal point to the military 

and his community, and he 
was a man that did great 
things for his country,” 
he said. “I want to make 
sure that I can make a dif-
ference like he did. I feel 
that this is going to help 
me make an even bigger 
(impact) with what I can 
do in the Army and even 
outside of that.”

After Reimer’s nomina-
tion to join the club, he 
had to endure two strin-
gent boards – one at the 
brigade level and one at 
the installation level – 
which tested his knowl-

edge of Audie Murphy, 
as well as his situational 
awareness with questions 
that placed him in various 
scenarios.

Command Sgt. Maj. 
Micheal D. Sutterfield, 
1st Aviation Brigade com-
mand sergeant major, was 
on hand to welcome Re-
imer to the organization, 
and said that what the club 
stands for cannot be over-
stated.

“One of our priorities as 
leaders is leader develop-
ment and management, 
and this ceremony is in-

dicative of us getting it 
right in (Reimer),” he said 
during the ceremony. “The 
one thing that is intangible 
in our Army is the people, 
and that’s what Sergeant 
Reimer does every day – 
he puts those people in the 
right spot (to become the 
Soldiers of tomorrow).”

The Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club originally 
started in 1986 at Fort 
Hood, Texas, and exists to 
help with leader develop-

ment and taking care of 
Soldiers and families.

Club members partici-
pate in numerous com-
munity and family sup-
port activities throughout 
the year, as well as help 
run the U.S. Army Avia-
tion Center of Excellence-
level ceremonies on the 
installation, providing 
narrators, award bearers 
and the personnel needed 
to help the ceremonies run 
smoothly.

and that’s something we have to remember.”
The day of remembrance comes exactly 50 years to the 

day of the start of the Vietnam War, which was also the 
day the 48th AHC landed on the shores of Vietnam.

For George Newton Jr., who was assigned to the mainte-
nance platoon of the 48th AHC, the day was one that was 
meant for the families to be able to remember loved ones 
they’d lost.

“I think the most important point is for the family mem-
bers who have survived those who were lost to see that 
we still remember their sons or brothers – that we respect 
their memory,” he said. “We have the opportunity to honor 
these guys we flew with and who died over there. We re-
ally formed a band of brothers in the 48th Assault Helicopter 
Company.”

Retired Col. Bob Bunting, former commander of the 48th 
AHC, along with his reunion group put on the event and said 
the dedication was an important way to honor those lost dur-
ing the conflict.

“This needed to be a special day for those 36 men and 

their families,” he said. “When we came out here and 
saw these monuments to other units, we said it was time 
to do this and honor (those who died).”
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Photo by Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Adrian Cadiz

The USS Theodore Roosevelt can be seen in the background as Secretary of Defense Ash Carter flies in a V-22 Osprey after 
visiting the aircraft carrier with Malaysian Minister of Defense Hishammuddin Hussein Nov. 5. 
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Response to Russia, China involves innovation
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become
a fan on
Facebook

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Completely renovated 4BR/2BA on .70± acre lot.
Master suite & sun room added on in 2010. New
roof, windows, appliances & electrical wiring in
2010. Fresh paint, new flooring, new recessed
lighting & light fixtures, molding, & beautifully
updated & tiled bathrooms are part of the package.
Flood lights, gutters, a 12x24 metal shed & a
large concrete pad perfect for parking can be
found outside as well as a great covered deck for
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OPEN SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH!!!
1:00PM-3:00PM

HOSTED BY:
JAN SAWYER
406-2393

DIRECTIONS: From Hwy
167 S turn left at the
4-way stop with Hwy 52.
Go through town on Hwy
52. Springdale will be
the first street on the right
outside city limits & after
you pass the Arbor Full Gospel Church.

Thanks,
Veterans!

women who protect
& preserve the

American spirit.

h

Honoring the
courageous men &

WE ARE GRATEFUL

Regency Realty, Inc.

c21regencyrealty.com

347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle, Enterprise

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become
a fan on
Facebook

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

$71,900

NEW LISTING ~ $204,750

$71,900

49± ACRES

15.50± Acres

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

559 Meadowlake
$47,500: This nice ranch features a great dining/
den room in addition to the living room, big
backyard for outside activities on a corner lot.
Great location, close to shopping areas, schools
& Ft Rucker. 4BR/2BA & wood floor in most
rooms. Just need some TLC. Well established
subdivision. NANCY CAFIERO 389-1758 &
BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534 MLS #20151992

864 County Road 401 ~ Elba
$42,900: In need of a little TLC, 2BR/1BA in
Elba. FRAN & DON KALTENBAUGH 790-5973 MLS #20151952

511 Victoria
$78,000: Enter through the front foyer & you
can go either into the living room with fireplace
to enjoy the morning sun while sipping your tea
or you can go into the family room with tiled
floor & ceiling fan & sit at the bar to the kitchen.
Equipped with stove, vent hood, dishwasher &
refrigerator, you only need to bring your household items. Jacuzzi
tub in master bath, mirrored closet doors & laundry room in close
proximity. In-ground pool for summer enjoyment with retaining
wall. EVELYN HITCH 406-3436 MLS #20151935

103 Habersham
$180,000: 1-story you will love. Splendid
4BR/3BA brick home. Tastefully designed to
accommodate everyone's needs, this home
offers a large mother-in-law suite with living
area, kitchen, bedroom & bath. Formal living &
dining room, updated kitchen & family room with fireplace. Step
from the family room into a large screened porch overlooking a
shady landscaped back yard. The porch offers a wonderful place to
enjoy your early morning coffee or to gather with family & friends.
JUDY DUNN 301-5656 MLS #20151956

113 Cristy
$196,000: Like new with open floor plan & beautiful
cabinet work. 3BR/2BA. Large, fenced backyard with
shed. Convenient to Enterprise Ft Rucker gate.
JACKIE THOMPSON 406-1231 & TERRI AVERETT
406-2072 MLS #20151958

222 Claremont
$125,000: Ready to sell
townhouse! 2BR/2.5BA,
2-story, fenced yard, 1-car
garage, all appliances
to include washer/dryer.
Convenient to Ft Rucker.
Clubhouse, pool, termite
bond. Just move in! ANGIE
GOODMAN 464-7869
MLS #20151937 3457 County Road 708

$215,000: 5.92± acres…country charm with
city convenience. Only minutes from town this
property offers room for your horses, a large
30x40 barn with roll up doors with covered
front porch & shed on back, brick home with
3BR/3BA & a detached recreation room with bath & kitchenette.
Landscaped property includes beautiful oak, pecan & pear trees,
blueberry bushes, fig trees & mature azaleas. Large open area for
pasture & riding your four-wheeler. Make time in your schedule to
view this property today! JUDY DUNN 301-5656 MLS #20151924

110 Crestview
$115,000: Attractive home with 3BR/2BA &
an attached 1-car garage. The enclosed yard
features a shed & a large covered deck, perfect
for entertaining or enjoying the outdoors.
Tile flooring throughout the downstairs & carpet throughout the
upstairs. Both upstairs bedrooms feature walk-in closets. Included
with this home is a Rinnai tankless water heater. Come see this
Cape Cod charmer today. SOMMER RAKES 406-1286
MLS #20151966

100 DeMaria ~ Daleville
$79,900: Make this reasonably priced place your
next home. Nestled on a wooded lot at the end
of the street, you will have plenty of privacy. Sit
on the screened back porch to relax. This would
be a good starter home or perhaps a place to retire. Windows
have been replaced with double window pane and a new roof this
year. AGNES KARVONEN 406-9752 MLS #20151990

605 County Road 114
~ Jack
$249,500:

Great 4BR/2BA with large bonus
room. 2± acres with small pond.
JACKIE THOMPSON 406-1231 &

TERRI AVERETT 406-2072
MLS #20151961

310 South Tyler ~ New Brockton
$149,450: You will love the many features of this
comfortable home…perfect place to call home. 2
finished extra rooms off den are not included in sq ft
& do not have heat source but make a perfect office,
workout room or guest room. Upgraded energy
efficient windows; spacious closets galore, backyard
concrete block fence. Sprinkler is installed & on
separate meter but seller has not connected 2ND

meter with New Brockton water. Spacious driveway
with extra parking & walk to front door. 2-car garage
is oversized. MARY M. JONES 790-2933 &
FRAN KALTENBAUGH 790-5973 MLS #20151936

110 Britt
$245,000: Relax with a salt water pool &
porch. 4BR/2.5BA, over 2,400 SF, grandroom,
separate dining room & eat-in kitchen. There is
an underground dog fence that extends to the
front yard. Owner is anxious to sell. It has it all.
ANGIE GOODMAN 464-7869 MLS #20151976
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FORT STEWART, Ga. — The longtime 
dream of having a dual-door, Aviation gun-
nery range on Fort Stewart is finally a real-
ity. 

Two CH-47 Chinook helicopters from 
2nd Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment sling 
loaded six M113 armored personnel carri-
ers along with 12 55-gallon drums full of 
concrete onto the range to be used as tar-
gets.

CW4 Rob Senefeld, master gunner with 
3rd Combat Aviation Brigade, said this is 
something the leaders on Fort Stewart and 
Hunter Army Airfield have wanted to do 
for a long time. 

“I initially started working on making 
this range happen just a few years ago, 
but Fort Stewart proper has been talking 
about a door gunnery range for 15 years,” 
Senefeld said.

One of the reasons for the range is the 
cost savings. The cost of flying a CH-47 
to Fort Gordon, where until now the range 
has been conducted, is over $10,000 an 
hour.

“Every combat Aviation brigade com-
mander understands the importance of 
challenging their crew members,” Senefeld 
said. “By shooting out both sides of the 
aircraft at the same time, it creates a much 
more challenging crew coordination task.”

Senefeld said the job could not have 

See dream, Page B4 A CH-47 Chinook flies in to sling load an M113 armored personnel carrier.

Photo by Sgt. Uriah Walker

By Sgt. William Begley
3rd Combat Aviation Brigade
Public Affairs

DREAM REALIZED
Dual-door gunnery range opens on Fort Stewart

ABERDEEN PROVING 
GROUND, Md. — A flight of heli-
copters, part of an air cavalry squad-
ron, are on a mission over Iraq when 
they observe enemy action on the 
ground. A size, activity, location and 
time report is radioed to Battle Cap-
tain Seth Vieux: “Four insurgents 
are setting an improvised explosive 
device at this location grid, time 
now.”

The radio transmission comes 
through as Soldiers furiously tran-
scribe the report. 

The command post is immediately 
set into action as a buzz of informa-
tion exchanges fill the room. As the 
situation develops, the brigade com-
mander is briefed off written reports 
and verbal updates, setting into mo-
tion a series of cross communica-
tions and command decisions. 

This scenario, a daily occurrence 
during Vieux’s deployment to Iraq 
in 2005, is evolving. Now, instead of 

chatter, there’s chat.
As key strokes replace voices, 

the command post battle rhythm is 
a stark difference from only a few 
years ago, said Vieux, a tactical sys-
tems branch chief and U.S. Training 
and Doctrine Command capabilities 
manager for Mission Command/

Command Post on Fort Leaven-
worth, Kansas. 

“The first time I saw chat was in 
2005 in Iraq. It was something that 
was used, but not a major tool for 
leaders,” Vieux said. “However, it 

USAG YONGSAN, South Korea — Family mem-
bers, civilians, contractors and other non-emergency 
personnel visited noncombatant evacuation operation 
centers throughout the Korean Peninsula Oct. 28 - Nov. 
1 as part of Exercise Courageous Channel to learn more 
about what to expect during a real-world crisis or natu-
ral disaster. 

The annual U.S. Forces Korea evacuation exercise 
performs the dual function of both preparing commu-
nity members for a potential evacuation and training 
military personnel to execute the massive undertaking 
should a situation ever call for one.

“We want to give people the opportunity to go 
through the site, so they know what to expect and also 
to give our personnel and our NEO wardens a chance 
to train,” said Capt. Kimberly Bevins, commander of 
Headquarters and Headquarters Co., 501st Military In-
telligence Brigade and officer in charge of tags during 
the exercise. 

As a way to build upon their efforts each year and 
be better prepared in the event of a real emergency, the 
staff takes careful note of areas for improvement and 
those protocols that generate success. 

“Each year we review lessons learned during the 
previous exercise and then apply those lessons to help 
families better understand the process,” said Maj. 
James Leidenberg, planner for the 501st Military In-
telligence Brigade, 8th Army. “A few areas where we 
have improved (have) been to ensure that families have 
their NEO packets updated, their pets registered and all 
of their required paperwork filled out. The bottom line 
is that when a crisis hits you don’t have a lot of time to 
go back and do that preparation, so anything you can do 
before-hand will expedite the evacuation.” 

In addition to readiness, safety was also a common 
theme throughout the week to reduce the potential of 
injuries occurring during the exercise or in the course 
of an actual evacuation. 

“Safety is one of the most important factors during 
both an exercise and a real-world event that results in 
NEO,” Leidenberg said. “People need to understand 
the process and the flow because emotions will be high 
and conditions could be trying. As they better under-
stand the process, it helps to mitigate some of the safety 
risk.” 

As part of this year’s exercise, 8th Army held mock 
evacuation flights supported by the 2nd Assault Bat-
talion, 2nd Aviation Regiment, 2nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade. 

“We are doing actual military air flights with (UH-60) 
Black Hawks, and using the same processes and proce-
dures that would take place during an evacuation,” Le-
idenberg said. “Safety is foremost in our minds, so we 
try to make things here as realistic as possible.”

The five-day exercise went off without a hitch, but 
the staff is never satisfied and always looking for ways 
to continue to improve. 

AH-64 Apaches provide firepower and overwatch for ground troops during Trident Juncture 2015 Joint Land Force Heavy Military Dem-
onstration being performed by 12 member-state militaries on the San Gregorio military training area, Zaragoza, Spain, Nov. 4. 

Photo by Spc. Martin Greeson

Overwatch

By Tim Oberle
8th Army Public Affairs

By Devon Bistarkey
Army News Service

A Soldier operates a single display unit system inside a mine-resistant, ambush-protected 
all-terrain vehicle during Network Integration Evaluation 15.2 on Fort Bliss, Texas.

Photo by Vanessa Flores

Family members disembark from a UH-60 Black Hawk Oct. 30 
after a mock evacuation flight during Courageous Channel at 
U.S. Army Garrison Yongsan in Seoul, South Korea. 

Photo by Tim Oberle

Army Aviators 
support 
evacuation 
exercise

Mission command: Chatter evolves into chat

POCEK, Slovenia — Paratroopers from the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade were in Slovenia Oct. 16-21 in support of 
Exercise Rock Proof V, a combined-arms exercise be-
tween U.S. and Slovenian Soldiers.

Joining the infantrymen from 2nd Battalion, 503rd In-
fantry Regiment in their exercise were paratroopers from 
the 54th Brigade Engineer Battalion, who integrated Avia-
tion, engineer and military intelligence expertise into the 
fight.

For the first time in the exercise’s history, unmanned 
aircraft systems and their operators played a part.

“Rock Proof allowed a platoon of UAS operators from 

By 1st Lt. Peter Ingram
Army News Service

U.S. paratroopers assigned to the D Company, 54th Brigade Engineer 
Battalion, 173rd Airborne Brigade, conduct pre-flight checks on an 
RQ-7B Shadow UAS at Aeroclub Postonja in Slovenia Oct. 20 during 
Exercise Rock Proof V. 

Photo by Paolo Bovo

Sky Soldiers seamlessly integrate UAS team into exercise

See shadow, Page B4

See chat, Page B4

SHADOW
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

PETS & ANIMALS

CATS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FARM & DAIRY PRODUCTS

FRESH PRODUCE

SEEDS & PLANTS

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
ADMINISTRATIVE & OFFICE WORK

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

Want Your Ad
To Stand Out?
Use An Attractor
Or Use Bold Print

In Your Ad

r 2-Lots for Sale at
Ward Wilson Memory Hill

Call 1-334-672-0752 or 1-334-701-0294.

û TOUR AMERICA û
A CHRISTMAS COUNTRY TOUR

Pigeon Forge, TN
4-nights, 5-days, 7-meals, 4-shows û PLUS
DOLLYWOOD THEME PARK with 7-8 shows

r Dec. 2nd - 6th 2015
Rose Parade Pasadena, Los Angeles
San Francisco, Calf. Red Wood Forest
r Dec. 29th - Jan. 8th, 2015/2016

Information: Merita Stanley 850-594-9980

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Free Kittens (2 male) -10 wks, litter trained,
short hair orange, & a Bobtail, 850-573-4512

Mature Black Lab Mix. Calm/Loving and eager
to please. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097.

Beautiful Hound Mix. Clever/Affectionate. Tri-
Colored coat. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097.

Lg. Lab/Shepherd Mix. Tan w/black markings,
Loves people/dogs. Neutered. Free 334-693-9097

Serving the Community for 25+ years
Now Open Jackson Farms

Grand Ridge, Florida

U-Pick Tomatoes
Bring your own bucket! 7 days a week.

r 850-592-5579 q

FRESH GREEN
PEANUTS

850-352-2199 or 850-352-4423
850-209-3322 or 850-573-6594

Peanut Shack 4128 Hwy 231

Satsuma, Pink Grapefruit & Navel Oranges
$20.00 Per box (can ship as gift)

Bar-L Ranch Hwy 73 South (South of Marianna)
on Laramore Rd. Call 850-209-5506

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Vine Ripe Tomatoes, Shelled
Peas & squash and more!
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
r 334-793-6690

BIG TREES
12 ft.tall 30 gal.
$49.95 ea.
Live Oaks and
Crepe Myrtle
334-692-3695

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area. No tract too small

@ Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

Bookkeeper/Payroll Clerk
Local accounting firm is looking to fill two
positions. 1-Full time administrative
assistant. 2- A full time experienced
bookkeeper & payroll clerk to handle

monthly write-up, close-outs and multiple
payrolls. QuickBooks, MAS 90 and Creative
Solutions experience is a plus. Competitive
salary and benefits include insurance,

retirement and PTO.

Position will be filled quickly.
Send resume to Brunson, Wilkerson,
Bowden & Associates, PC, Attention:

Lisa Carnley, PO Box 311710
Enterprise, AL 36331

or fax to 334-393-2194 or email:
lcarnley@bwbcpas.com

Hidden Glen has a $99 move in special! Units
are 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath. Includes washer and
dryer hookups, dishwasher, central heat/air, and
outdoor storage. Complex has a pool, and picnic
area with grills. We are under new management.
Call the office at (334)379-4493.

1980 Boston Whaler Revenge , 1994 Mercury
200. Also comes with Tandem trailer , $10,000
OBO. MUST SELL! for health reason. Call Ken
229-334-5723.

1997 18’ Bass Tracker, 60
hp Mercury, Minnkota
Trolling MTR, Fish Finder,
lots of storage, very good
condition. 2006 Master
Ride Galvanized Trailer.

Ready for fishing. Asking $4000. OBO
Call 904-669-6423

NITRO BASS BOAT ,
garage kept, very clean,
exc. cond., SHARP! 115 hp
Mercury 4 stroke with
stainless prop., low hours,

Minnkota Maxxum Trolling MTR. Fish finder
with GPS. Galvanized trailer. Other options &
access., too many to list. $10,500. OBO
334-678-2131.

Dutchman 2006 Travel Trailer , 28ft. 1-owner,
(older couple) king bed, 2 doors, Lg. corner
shower, triple roll out, excellent condition,
see to believe! $9850. 334-596-4366.

Montana 2007 5th wheel , 33 ft., 3-slides, wash-
er, dryer & 2006 Dodge Diesel 2500. Both good
condition & clean. $42,000 FIRM or will sell 5th
wheel separate. Call for details 334-693-0609 or
334-718-1719. PACKAGE DEAL!!!!!!

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Classis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satelite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox tow
bar & brake buddy. $69,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Winnebago 2014 Vista
26HE, V10 gas, 1-slide,
hyd-jacks, 19 ft. electric
awning, rear camera, HD
TV, leather, many extras.

6,900 miles, ONLY $59,000 334-797-0324

BMW 1998
740iL, loaded,
leather, sun-
roof, 4 door se-
dan, V-8, clean,

123,000 miles, excellent, $4795 . 334-
790-7959.

Cadillac 1981 Fleetwood DElegance Brougham
diesel, 4-dr. 1 owner. 127,200 actual miles.
Clean. Avg. 25 miles per gallon. $3,900. Call
850-569-2697

DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE ?
*O down Ride Today.

Good Credit, Bad Credit?
No Credit Guaranteed Approval

Buy here Pay here
Pass, REPO, BK’S,

SSI & VA OK Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550
AKA Mr. Ride today!

#1, 5 yrs in a row. *Call for more info.

Lincoln 2003
Town Car Exec-
utive, loaded,
leather, like,
48,000 one own-

er miles. $7500. 334-790-7959.

Mercury 2001 Grand Marquis
very good condition, 164,000
miles, has been kept in garage
and has had routine mainte-
nance. The air conditioning

and heater work well. It has radio and CD
player. Has power windows and seats.
We are asking $2800.00 for the car.
334-494-2959 or 334-389-7964.

Mercury 2002
Grand Marquis
GS, loaded,
leather, 1 own-
er, 66,000

miles, like new, $5500. 334-790-7959.

Mini Cooper 2007 S Conver-
tible, clean, great cond.,
107k, service record, auto-
matic, super charged, sil-
ver w/ black leather seats,
premium package, premi-
um Harman Kardon sound,

new tires & floor mats. $9400 Call 334-703-9060

Nissan 1995 pick up, 141 K miles, cold AC,
good tires, nice truck. $2995. 334-792-8018

Toyota 1999
Camry SE, load-
ed, 111,000
miles, cold air,
like new, $4995

. 334-790-7959.

üûüû 2011 ûüûü
Harley Davidson Superglide Custom

Adult owned, factory original, garage kept.
ü Lovingly cared for ü

fog lights, windshield, back rest, alarm
system with pager, luggage rack,

mint condition, 15 K miles, original owner.
$12,500 Call 334-598-0061 q

Harley Davidson Dyna Low Rider, 2003
100th Anniversary, low miles, black, lots of
chrome with custom pipes, very nice bike!
asking $6500. 334-369-8017.

Trike 2002 Road King
Classic , garaged,
lowered, runs well,
beautiful, vance & hines
pipes, lots of chrome,

17,300 miles, $18,500. 88 yr. old owner
Bill 334-762-2700 or Call: 334-714-9607

Victory Kingpin 2006 , red in color, 100 cubic
inch & 6 speed overdrive, 7500 miles, exc cond.
$6000. OBO 334-797-9328.

AN Ford 1952 Tractor , runs good, new tires
$2500. 334-794-7650 or 334-596-7754.

F150 2014 XLT Super Crew 4x4, 3.5L eco boost,
leather, with all accessories, spray on liner,
blue jeans met. 4000 miles, like new condition,
$35,900. 334-723-2985.

Finish Line Trailer , heavy duty, 8ft. x 18ft.
2013 model. only pulled 1500 miles.
402-469-7983. In Marianna

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 912 Liebherr Excavator .
1989-90 Ready to go to work!
$15,000 Call 334-726-2831 or 334-797-4124.

Mazda 1992 Pick-up 5-speed , good condition,
new wheels, cold air. $2800. OBO 334-790-5050.

Honda 2007 Odyssey Ex-L: FSBO: Leather, heated
seats, new tires, new battery, new brakes. 167k
miles. Runs great. All maintenance records on
hand. $6,500 obo. 334-701-9800 or 334-798-1373

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

Wanted to buy Junk Cars,
Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953

We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !
334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714
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Searching for a Big Deal?
We’ve got you covered at

TheBigDDeal.com



the 54th Brigade Engineering Battalion 
to demonstrate their ability to serve as a 
combat multiplier, both for intelligence 
collection as well as kinetic strikes,” said 
CW2 Anthony Blacharski, the UAS pla-
toon leader. “The (UAS) team, using the 
Shadow (UAS), has the ability to provide 
continuous coverage of the battlefield for 
the commander.”

During the exercise, a sapper platoon 
from A Company, 54th worked on prop-
erly assimilating its personnel with an in-
fantry battalion’s ground tactical plan. 

“The best part of working with the in-
fantry is being able to synchronize direct 

and indirect fires to allow our sappers to be 
able to breach obstacles more safely and 
quickly,” said 2nd Lt. Alexander Cansler 
III, a platoon leader with A Co. “Getting 
realistic training with a lot of repetitions 
was ideal.”

Joining the Aviation and engineering as-
sets were military intelligence paratroop-
ers from the 54th. 

The battalion’s D Co. provided two hu-
man intelligence collectors who worked 
with 2nd Bn. paratroopers as trainers and 
simulated intelligence assets. 

“It’s very important for human intel-
ligence collectors to integrate with the 
maneuver battalions,” said Sgt. Matthew 
Martinez, a HUMINT squad leader. “Tac-

tical questioning is a critical piece to the 
accomplishment of their mission.”

Overall the exercise afforded an op-
portunity to incorporate enablers into a 
combined-arms, live-fire exercise, allow-
ing those assets to seamlessly integrate 
and enhance the training value to all those 
who attended.

The 173rd Airborne Brigade, based in 
Vicenza, Italy, is the U.S. Army Contin-
gency Response Force in Europe and is 
capable of deploying ready forces to con-
duct the full range of military operations 
across the U.S. European, Africa and Cen-
tral Commands’ areas of operations within 
18 hours.

happened without help from 38th Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal team, a tenant unit on Fort Stewart, and the 703rd 
Brigade Support Battalion.

Sgt. 1st Class Jeffrey Chafin, 38th Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal, provided a vital service in getting the range com-
plete.

“My team cleared six individual target areas of unex-

ploded ordnance and trees so they could safely place the 
target vehicles on the range,” Chafin said. “We do range 
maintenance, as well as part of our EOD job.”

Additionally, 1st Lt. Kyle Palentino, A Company, 703rd 
Brigade Support Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
and several other Soldiers from the support unit, helped to 
hook up the sling loaded equipment to the helicopters.

“It’s humbling to do something like this because I’m 
learning at the same time as executing and I like being a 

part of a bigger mission,” Palentino said. “The guys out 
here love to work hands on and getting out of the office for 
a live mission.” 

There have been calls coming in from other units who 
would love to train their crews on the dual door gunnery 
range, Senefeld said.

“We’ve had National Guard units and special operations 
units on HAAF (Hunter Army Airfield) that want to start 
using the range,” he said. “It’s going to be awesome.”

Chat:
Sessions cut 
clutter on 
networks
Continued from Page B1
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Shadow: Tactical questioning essential to mission success
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didn’t take long for it to 
become my primary way 
of communicating in the 
battle space and it’s been 
an evolution that everyone 
has embraced.”

Command post mod-
ernization is moving the 
noise of voice commands 
and situational awareness 
into a chat application, a 
delivered capability of the 
Command Post Comput-
ing Environment. 

“In the past, the Tactical 
Operations Center would 
have been a noisy environ-
ment, with speakers blast-
ing voice communica-
tion from numerous radio 
channels,” said Lt. Col. 
Michael Olmstead, prod-
uct manager Joint Battle 
C o m m a n d - P l a t f o r m . 
“However, with chat being 
used as the primary digital 
communications system, 
the TOC is nearly silent.”

The use of chat has had 
two major positive im-
pacts: radio networks are 
less cluttered with admin-
istrative chatter, allowing 
for important voice traffic 
to be heard clearly when it 
happens, and chat sessions 
are recorded.

“When enemy action is 
observed, reports are now 
put directly into a chat 
window that other bat-
talion and task forces can 
see,” Vieux said. “Now, 
as a commander, as soon 
as I step into the CP, I can 
scroll up in the chat, see 
the SALT report, who is 
reporting, what resources 
are available and not avail-
able, as well as the exact 
time events occurred and 
critical information that 
allows mission success.” 

As one component of 
the Army’s Common Op-
erating Environment, chat 
continues to deliver inte-
grated information sharing 
that meets commanders’ 
needs for collaborative 
planning across all warf-
ighting functions. 

Vieux experienced first-
hand the major operational 
benefits of the chat appli-
cation during his deploy-
ment to Afghanistan in 
2013, when chat replaced 
the “P” in his PACE, also 
known as Primary Alter-
nate Contingent Emer-
gency communications 
plan. Used as the hub for 
major mission command 
information exchanges, 
chat gives commanders 
the ability to make rapid 
adjustments according to 
the combat situation in or-
der to act decisively. 



Cool, crisp air and crackling bonfire 
await families this weekend during the 
fifth annual Camping Under the Stars Mil-
itary Family Month event from 5-10 p.m. 
Friday at Lake Tholocco’s West Beach.

“Camping is a great activity for fami-
lies to enjoy some quality time together,” 
Kristi Fink, Fort Rucker Directorate of 
Family and Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation special events coordinator, said. 
“Some families do not have tents or have 
the opportunity to go camping together, 
so (DFMWR) celebrates the military fam-
ily by providing an awesome venue out at 
Lake Tholocco to allow the families to en-
joy the great outdoors for a free, fun-filled 
evening under the stars.”

The event, located near the West Beach 
Gazebo, is free to all military I.D. card-
holders and their families. Patrons are 
asked to bring their tents, blankets and 
chairs to camp out. However, outdoor 
recreation will offer free use of three- and 
six-person tents. Supplies are limited. 
Families planning to camp out overnight 
or who need to reserve a tent should con-
tact MWR Central at 255-2997. 

“Families should bring camping sup-
plies, sleeping bags, blankets, chairs, 
snacks, drinks, flashlights, etc.,” Fink said. 
“It would be a good idea to bring blow 
up mattresses to sleep on instead of the 
ground, if possible.”

According to Fink, the post exchange 
will present free movies on an inflatable 
outdoor movie screen from 7-10 p.m. 
S’mores and hot chocolate will be pro-
vided during the movies.

“We usually have anywhere from 150-
300 patrons attend the event,” Fink said. “I 
am expecting a big crowd this year.”

Other activities include a story reading 
for children beginning at 6:30 p.m., a vari-
ety of games and a special appearance by 
Sgt. Ted E. Bear.

“November is the Month of the Mili-
tary Family, and we (at DFMWR) do the 
best we can to show that we care about the 
Soldiers and their families by providing 
an excellent event that brings the military 
families together for a night of fun, camp-
ing and watching two great movies on the 
big screen,” Fink said.

For more information, call 255-1749.
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Community looking up
Robo-Raven may 
one day fly for 
Soldiers 
Story on Page C4

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES
Position: Library Activities Support

Duties: Support activities and events as able. 
Provide assistance to key volunteers and staff. 
Assistance in all areas. Following basic and 
well-established library procedures, assist

library staff in performing one or more 
of the following duties: shelving books, 
periodicals, newspapers;  disposing of library 
materials; physical processing of new materials; 
maintaining and preserving collections (includes 
shelf reading, and cleaning and repairing 
materials); morning routine of collecting and 
shelving materials from tables and chairs; 
collecting items from book drop, checking 
status of printers and copiers; interlibrary loans; 
reserve book program; overdue notices; serials 
check-in; story time (includes reading stories); 
summer reading program; teen and adult 
programs; displays and exhibits; special events; 
and library beautification projects. 

If interested, call 255-3643.

Position:  ACS New Parent Support 
Volunteer

Duties: Assist with filing, putting together 
client packets and baby bundles. Will also assist 
the nurse specialist, social worker and nurse 
home visitor on an as-needed basis.

If interested, call 255-3359.

Position:  CYSS Youth Basketball Coaches 
Duties: Teach basic fundamentals of 

basketball and attend practices and games. If 
interested, call 255-2257.

CW2 Jason Hayes, 1st Warrant Officer Company, helps his son, Kason, cook a marshmallow for his s’more during last year’s Camping Under the Stars. 
This year’s event is Friday.

Photos by Nathan Pfau

Families enjoy some time together during the 
2011 Camping Under the Stars.

File photo

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Camping Under the Stars

CW4 Maria Byrd, Headquarters Headquarters Company, Warrant Officer Career College, picks out a book with her daughter, Marissa, during last year’s 
Camping Under the Stars.

Event focuses on 
quality family time

The Army’s strength rests firmly 
in the hands of its Soldiers and their 
families, and Fort Rucker children 
are invited to illustrate that strength 
through art in celebration of Military 
Family Month.

The Fort Rucker Directorate of 
Family, Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation’s Art Expo invites military 
children ages 4-12 on and off post 
to submit artwork, essays and family 
photos illustrating how families keep 
the Army strong.

“The contests encourage families to 
think about their individual family ex-
periences, challenges, and sacrifices 
that require daily resilience and are 
tributes to supporting the ‘Keeping 
Our Army Strong’	 theme,” Cheareice 
Thomas, Army Community Service 
Outreach Program manager, said.

Artwork should be in color on 
8 1/2-by-11-inch paper. Students 
are asked to draw or paint a picture 
with the theme “Keeping Our Army 
Strong.” Students are also asked not 

to identify family members by name 
on the artwork.

Essays can be handwritten or typed, 
and should be 100-200 words keeping 
the contest’s theme in mind.

“The strength of the Army is the 
Soldier,” Thomas said. “The strength 
of the Soldier is the family. Military 
families show strength in maintain-
ing their responsibilities associated 
with managing the home front during 
the absence of their Soldier, such as 
school, work and everyday activities 
even though a part of the family unit 
is away meeting the obligations to 
serve.  The service member is able to 
focus on the mission when they know 
that the family is safe, healthy and 
taken care of.”

On-post students should submit art-
work entries to their school teacher no 
later than Nov. 20. Off-post students 
can mail or drop off their artwork to 
Army Community Service, Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 350, no later than Nov. 20. 
All submissions will be posted on the 
DFMWR Flickr page, as well as dis-
played around the installation.

According to Thomas, the contest 

provides a wonderful opportunity for 
children to grow by exploring their 
creativity.

“Children learn, grow and develop 
through expression,” she said. “Fos-
tering a child’s creative spirit promotes 
endless possibilities, and strengthens 
our future leaders through their hopes 
and vision for the future.”

The Military Family Photo Contest 
calls for submissions from military 
families through Nov. 20. Submis-
sions must also be accompanied with 
a brief statement of why or how their 
family “Keeps the Army Strong” for 
a chance to light the post Christmas 
tree.

For more information, visit www.
ftruckermwr.com.

“The military is a family,” Thomas 
said. “The Fort Rucker Christmas 
tree belongs to our Fort Rucker fam-
ily.  Placing the star, angel, or what-
ever you decide to put on top of your 
Christmas tree is an honor for each 
family – it is an honor for the family 
who turns on the lights as a symbol of 
hope and goodwill during the season 
for all families.”

DFMWR contests celebrate Army family strength
By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Art Expo
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

Camping Under the Stars
As part of Month of the Military Fam-

ily, Fort Rucker will host the fifth annual 
Camping Under the Stars event Friday as 
a tribute to military families. Families are 
welcome to attend the night of camping 
out, s’mores and hot chocolate, games, a 
story reading, and two movies on the big 
screen. All military ID holders will be able 
to attend the free outdoor event, beginning 
at 5 p.m. and located near the West Beach 
Gazebo at Lake Tholocco. Families are 
welcome to camp overnight or just stay for 
the evening festivities. Outdoor recreation 
will offer free use of three- and six-person 
tents for the overnight camp out. Tents are 
limited, so those interested should call and 
reserve their tent early. 

For more information or to reserve a 
tent, call 255-9810.

Military family photo contest
The Fort Rucker Directorate of Fam-

ily, and Morale, Welfare and Recreations 
is hosting a military family photo contest 
now through Nov. 20. People can submit 
their military family photo to DFMWR 
and tell how and why their family keeps 
the Army strong for a chance to light the 
post Christmas tree. People can upload 
their photo on Facebook and should tag @
fortruckermwr or submit the photos online 
at ftruckermwr.com. 

For complete details, visit www.ftruck-
ermwr.com. By submitting photos, people 
grant Fort Rucker MWR the use and pub-
lishing of images in print, electronically or 
in any other medium.

Army Family Team Building app
People can now complete Army Family 

Team Building training through AFTB’s 
new app. Visit http://www.ftruckermwr.
com/acs/army-family-team-building/ to 
find the direct link to the app. Once com-
plete, people can contact Fort Rucker 
AFTB to receive their certificate. Search 
for AFTB in the app store for Apple de-
vices. 

For more information, call 255-9637.

Handmade ornament contest
The Fort Rucker Directorate of Fam-

ily, and Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
will hold a handmade ornament contest 
for children ages 3–11 now-Nov. 25. Or-
naments may be turned in to the youth 
center, child development center or parent 
central services (Bldg. 5700). Prizes will 
be awarded to first-place entries in the fol-
lowing categories: 3-5 years old, 6-8 years 
old and 9-11 years old. Awards will be pre-
sented at the post Christmas tree lighting 
ceremony. All handmade ornament entries 
will be displayed on the post Christmas 
tree. Participants should label their entry 
with the child’s name and age, and the 
guardian’s name and contact information. 

For more information, call 255-1749.

Relocation readiness workshop
Army Community Service will host 

its relocation readiness workshop Friday 
from 9-10 a.m. in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 371D. 
Soldiers and spouses will receive infor-
mation from the military pay office on 
benefits, entitlements, advance pay, gov-
ernment travel card and more. They will 
also receive information on Army Emer-
gency Relief and budgeting, preparing for 
employment before moving (for spouses), 
compiling the necessary documents and 
forms for exceptional family members 
moving overseas, and relocation checklists 
and websites to help prepare for a move. 

Space is limited, so people should regis-
ter early by contacting the relocation read-
iness program at 255-3161 or 255-3735. 

Thanksgiving craft
The Center Library invites children 

ages 3–11 to its Thanksgiving Craft ses-
sion Tuesday from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Light 
refreshments will be served. Space is lim-
ited to the first 65 children to register. The 
event is open to authorized patrons. 

For more information or to register, stop 
by the library or call 255-3885.

Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host Right Arm 

Night Nov. 19 from 4-6 p.m. Right Arm 
Night is an Army tradition, promoting a 
night of camaraderie and esprit de corps as 
leaders come together and treat those who 
help them accomplish the mission. Com-
plimentary appetizers will be served while 
supplies last. Right Arm Night is held ev-

ery month, and both military and civilians 
are welcome. For more information, call 
598-8025.

Black Friday shopping trip 
MWR Central will host a Black Friday 

shopping day trip Nov. 27 to Silver Sands 
Outlet Mall in Destin, Florida. The trip is 
open to the public. Departure time from 
Bldg. 5700 is at midnight to travel to Des-
tin. The departure time from Silver Sands 
Outlet to return is 9 a.m. The cost is $25 
per person, and includes transportation to 
and from the outlet mall. The trip is limit-
ed to 26 patrons, ages 10 and older. People 
need to register by Nov. 20.

For more information or to register, stop 
by MWR Central, or call 255-2997 or 255-
9517.

Family appreciation at youth center
The Fort Rucker Youth Center will host 

a military family appreciation event Nov. 
20 from 5:30-9:30 p.m. at the center in 
Bldg. 2800 on Seventh Avenue. Admis-
sion is free to all active middle school teen 
members, ages 11-18. Guests are welcome 
to attend for $10 each and a photo ID is re-
quired for age verification. Refreshments 
will be served. Activities will include: la-
ser tag, mobile game theater, new NERF 
Wars Arena and more. 

For more information, call 255-2260.

Newcomers welcome
Army Community Service will host 

a newcomers welcome Nov. 20 from 
8:30–11 a.m. at The Landing. Active-duty 
military, spouses, foreign students, Army 
civilians and family members are encour-
aged to attend. A free light breakfast and 
coffee will be served. For free childcare, 
people can register their children at the 
Fort Rucker Child Development Center 
by calling 255-3564. Reservations must 
be made 24 hours prior to the newcomer 
welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

Thanksgiving Feast
The Landing will host its annual 

Thanksgiving Feast Nov. 26 from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The feast will feature Thanksgiv-
ing entrees, sides and desserts, so people 
can relax while The Landing takes care 
of the cooking. Cost is $17.95 for ages 
13 and older; $6.95 for ages 6-12; $3.95 
for ages 3-5; and ages 2 and under eat for 
free. There is also a $39.50 Military Fam-
ily Special for two adults and up to two 
children, ages 12 and under. Pricing in-
cludes a soft drink or tea. Reservations are 
highly recommended. When making a res-
ervation, people should include how many 
adults and children will be in their party. 

For more information, call 598-2426.

Family resilience training
Army Community Service will host fam-

ily member resilience training Dec. 8 and 9 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at The Commons. 

The training is designed to give military 
families the tools they need to become more 
resilient in all the challenges that life throws 
at them. People need to register by Nov. 26.

For more information and to register, 
call 255-3735.

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for November 12-15
Thursday, November 12

Spectre (PG-13) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Friday, November 13

Spectre (PG-13) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Saturday, November 14

Ronda Rousey vs Holly Holm 
Free Admission.................................6 p.m.

Sunday, November 15

No Escape (R) 
.........................................................4 p.m.

Tickets are $6 for adults and $5 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. Schedule subject to change. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Turkey Trot 5K/10K
A scene from last year’s Turkey Trot. The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will host this year’s Turkey Trot 5K/10K and 1-Mile Fun Run Nov. 21. 
Race Day registration will take place from 7:30-8:30 a.m., with the 5K and 10K starting at 9 a.m. The fun run will begin after the 5K/10K race is 
complete, and is open to all children, free of charge. Each fun run participant will receive a medal. The cost for the 5K/10K is $20 per individual 
with a T-shirt through Sunday, or $25 with a T-shirt while supplies last from Monday up to race day. There is also a $12 no-shirt option. Teams cost 
$120 for eight participants – each additional teammate pays the normal registration fee – through Sunday with T-shirts, or $160 from Monday to 
race day with T-shirts while supplies last. Trophies and medals will be awarded in various categories. Refreshments will be provided. The event is 
open to the public. Participants are encouraged to pre-register at either PFC. For more information, call 255-2296. 

Photo by Nathan Pfau



ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, 
Md. — In the future, it’s possible that 
some unmanned aircraft systems might 
sport wings that flap like a bird or a but-
terfly.

The Army Research Lab is testing that 
concept at the Spesutie Island Robotics 
Research Facility on Chesapeake Bay.

John W. Gerdes III, mechanical engi-
neer at the Vehicle Technology Director-
ate, has been testing such a UAS – known 
as Robo-Raven. He designed the vehicle 
in collaboration with the University of 
Maryland.

During an open house Nov. 3, Gerdes 
took Robo-Raven for three test flights. 
He held it aloft in his hand, sort of like a 
falconer might do. With the other hand, 
he switched on the transmitter – the sort 
found in hobby shops for drones and toy 
vehicles.

The wings started flapping as soon as he 
threw it aloft. Up and away it went, flap-
ping around in a light breeze more like a 
butterfly than a bird. A gust blew it back-
ward, but Robo-Raven made course cor-
rections on its own so that Gerdes contin-
ued to maintain nearly full control of its 
flight.

After a minute or two, a curious rap-
tor, possibly a hawk, circled Robo-Raven 
from above. At this point, Gerdes decided 
to land his mechanical bird. He raised his 
arm and Robo-Raven obediently landed 
on his outstretched hand.

Raptors, if given the chance, will de-
stroy Robo-Raven, he said. Once, he said 
he flew his bird up to about 300 feet and a 
falcon dive bombed it, destroying its gos-
samer wings.

Once the falcon disappeared, Gerdes 
launched a second flight. This time, a flock 
of seagulls circled it. Gerdes noted that 
non-birds of prey will come over to inves-
tigate, but will not attack Robo-Raven – at 
least not yet.

Unfortunately, Gerdes’ landing didn’t 
go as smoothly as the first and it crashed 
into the grass nearby. Fortunately, his half-
pound bird sustained no damage. Observ-

ers wore hard hats and goggles, just to be 
safe.

Had his Robo-Raven been destroyed 
in a crash or by a raptor, Gerdes had two 
backups, each of which looked similar, but 
were slightly different in shape and size 
for testing.

The third flight went well and landed 
back in Gerdes’ hand.

Why a flappy bird?
“Ultimately, what we’re trying to go 

after is a vehicle that, at least in part, du-
plicates some of the great things animals 
can do,” he said. “The benefit of the flap-
ping air vehicle is obvious when you look 
at nature.”

Flying creatures are so good at what 
they do because of how well in harmony 
all their subsystems work, he said. “Every-
thing is perfectly matched to itself so they 
are able to perform at the highest possible 
level, given their size and weight. We’re 
curious to discover the tricks they’re us-
ing.”

The challenge is to engineer a system 
that can duplicate that behavior, he added.

Gerdes provided another illustration. 
A quad-copter is great for flying at slow 

speeds, hovering, maneuvering and avoid-
ing obstacles, he said. On the other hand, 
an airplane is great at flying high, far and 
fast. 

“When you take either of those plat-
forms out of their intended mission space, 
they do very poorly,” he said. “Animals, 
on the other hand, can do all these things 
quite well.” The reason why is they can 
reconfigure their wings and orient them-
selves to take advantage of the airflow. 
“All these different details we’re trying to 
learn about here.”

Animals that fly are able to do so be-
cause of an enormous number of muscles 
and nerves that control their flexible wing 
and body, he said. The slightest alteration 
of a wing can send a bird soaring hundreds 
of feet into the air on an updraft.

“It’s extraordinarily difficult to unravel 
all of the pieces of that problem,” where 

there are flexible wings, sensors and con-
trols distributed everywhere, he said. “It’s 
just too difficult to engineer at this point. 
But, we can approach that solution at 
least.”

On the other hand, Robo-Raven has 
some advantages over real birds.

For instance, Robo-Raven doesn’t need 
to eat or reproduce. “Animals make sac-
rifices that are different that don’t make 
sense from a robotics standpoint, so it 
gives me hope that one day we can do bet-
ter than an animal,” he said.

Robo-Raven’s design
Robo-Raven’s design is a terrible ap-

proach from an efficiency standpoint, 
Gerdes said.

For one thing, it has two motors that in-
dependently control each wing. There are 
commercial flappy-bird designs that work 
more efficiently using just one motor to 
control both wings. For example, “you 
wouldn’t drive a car with a different motor 
on each wheel. You’d be carrying unnec-
essary extra weight,” he said.

But from a scientific standpoint, this ap-
proach lets one learn a lot more about the 
platform and explore interesting spaces 
of the design, which wouldn’t be possible 
with a traditional flapping wing single-
motor design, he said. With a single mo-
tor, one can only speed the wings up and 
slow them down, which doesn’t do much 
to inform learning of the system. 

So, the goal is not to build the best flap-
ping wing possible. “It’s our goal to build 
the most amount of knowledge about 
flapping-wing air vehicles as possible,” he 
added.

Robo-Raven’s wings were designed 
with the help of ARL’s 3-D printer. Gerdes 
programmed a commercial-off-the-shelf 
Arduino micro-controller, which controls 
the flapping motion.

ARMYFLIER.COM  ❘  November 12, 2015  ★  C3

Religious Services
Worship Services

Except as noted, all services are on 
Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Building 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, Building 8940
9 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Protestant Service
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Tuesday - Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday 
5 p.m. Catholic Mass Saturday

Wings Chapel, Building 6036
8 a.m.  Latter-Day Saints 
Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads 
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
12 p.m. Eckankar Worship Service  
(4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, 
Building 8939
10:15 a.m.  CCD 
(except during summer months)

Bible Studies

Tuesdays
Crossroads Discipleship Study 
(Meal/Bible Study) 
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women of the Chapel
Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 7 p.m.

Wednesdays
Catholic Women of the Chapel 
Wings Chapel, 8:30 a.m.

Above the Best Bible Study
Yano Hall, 11 a.m.

1-14th Avn Regt Bible Study
Hanchey AAF, Bldg 50102N, Rm 101, 
11:30 a.m.

164th TAOG Bible Study
Bldg 30501, 11:30 a.m.

Adult Bible Study
Soldier Service Center, 12 p.m.

Youth Group Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 5:30 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 6 p.m.

Thursdays
Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 9 a.m.

Latter-Day Saints Bible Study
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Saturdays
Protestant Men of the Chapel
Wings Chapel (1st Saturday), 8 a.m.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Robo-Raven may one day fly for Soldiers

John W. Gerdes III, mechanical engineer at the Vehicle Technology Directorate, prepares to fly Robo-
Raven at Aberdeen Proving Ground’s Spesutie Island Robotics Research Facility on Chesapeake Bay, 
Md., Nov. 3.

Photo by Todd Lopez

Bringing People Together Thru Faith

Church Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

“Be ye followers of
me, even as I also

am of Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1

ARMY FLIER

214 S. Main Street • Enterprise
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist Church

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Pick-of-
the-litter
Meet Chewy, an approximately 1-year-
old male Dachshund mix available 
for adoption at the Fort Rucker stray 
facility. He is playful and loves to jump 
around. For more information on animal 
adoptions, call the stray facility at 
255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
All adoptable animals are vet checked 
and tested for felv/fiv (for cats) or 
heartworm for dogs (over six months) 
and on flea prevention. The facility needs 
donations such as dry or canned foods 
for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, 
as well as blankets, toys and towels. 
Donations can be dropped off at the 
stray facility. Visit the Fort Rucker stray 
facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.
facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ 
for constant updates on the newest 
animals available for adoption.
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ANDALUSIA
Ongoing — The American Legion 

Post 80 hosts a dance with live music every 
Saturday from 7:30-11:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
Now-Nov. 19 — Food drive with 

donation boxes in various locations throughout 
the city, sponsored by the Lions Club.

Nov. 14 — Fill the Pantry Benefit Ride. 
Registration starts at 8:45 a.m. at Larry’s 
BBQ, sponsored by the F.A.I.T.H. Riders.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast 
is served Sundays, and games and TVs 
are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, 
weddings, and hails and farewells.  For more 
information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-
6211 or 379-9187.

DOTHAN
Now-Nov. 15 — The National Peanut 

Festival will run at various times and will 
feature a variety of vendors, shows, rides, 
food and live entertainment. For more 
information, visit nationalpeanutfestival.
com.

Ongoing — The American Legion Post 
12 holds monthly meetings on the second 
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. Meetings 
are held at the VFW on Taylor Road. For 
more information, call 400-5356.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 3073 Wiregrass Post membership 
meetings are at the post headquarters at 1426 
Taylor Road every third Tuesday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning 
at 6 p.m. Breakfast is served Sundays from 
8-11a.m. The post can host parties, weddings, 
and hails and farewells. 

ENTERPRISE
Nov. 18 — The Wiregrass-Enterprise 

Chapter, National Active and Retired 
Federal Employees will hold its monthly 
luncheon program at 11 a.m. at Ryan’s 
Steakhouse Restaurant, Enterprise. 
Because of the Thanksgiving holiday, this 
date is the third Wednesday of the month, 
which is one week earlier than the group’s 
regularly scheduled monthly meeting date. 
The guest speaker will be Ronnie Burns, 
Coffee County revenue commissioner, 
who will speak on the property tax system.  
All federal employees, active or retired, 
are invited to attend the luncheon program. 
For more information, call 393-0492. 

Ongoing — Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 9 Enterprise-Coffee 
County located at 201 W. Watts St., meets 
the first Saturday of the month at 8:30 a.m. 
DAV helps veterans with claims Mondays-
Thursdays, 9-11 a.m., and other times by 
appointment. For more information, call 
308-2480.

Ongoing — The American Legion 
Post 73 meets at the American Legion 
building at 200 Gibson Street on the fourth 
Saturday of each month beginning at 9 
a.m. The building is across the street from 
the Lee Street Baptist Church. For more 
information call 447-8507.

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of 
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 
For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited 

to town hall meetings on the first Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Nov. 19 — Disabled American Veterans 

Chapter 99 will conduct its holiday meal 

at 6 p.m. in the New Brockton Senior 
Center, located one block behind the 
New Brockton Police station. This will 
be a pot luck meal, including soft drinks. 
The meal is free to DAV members, their 
family members and guests. Only a few 
important Chapter business items will 
be discussed, i.e. up-coming Christmas 
parade activities. People should RSVP by 
Nov. 13. For more information, call 334-
685-1855.

Ongoing — Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, from 9-11 a.m., Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains a 
service office in the New Brockton Police 
Station at 202 South John Street. The office 
will assist veterans who were injured or 
disabled while in military service. DAV 
service officers help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation 
claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, death 
benefits, VA medical care, Social Security 
disability benefits, veterans job programs, 
homeless veterans services and other 
veteran services. All veteran services 
are provided free of charge. For more 
information, call 718-5707. 

OZARK
Nov. 30 — The Flowers Center for 

Performing Arts will host a Daughters of 
Hope and Promise mother and daughter 
event at 6 p.m. featuring Miss Alabama 
Meg McGuffin and Miss Alabama’s 
Outstanding Teen Kaitlyn Campbell. 
For more information, call 618-1180 or 
visit Daughters of Hope and Promise on 
Facebook.

Ongoing — AL-ANON will hold 
weekly meetings on Mondays at noon at 
the Lutheran Prince of Peace. For more 
information, call 618-513-1258.  

Ongoing — Every Thursday at 5:30 
p.m., yoga with Sandra Bittman is at Perry 
Recreation Center for $5 a person.  

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited 

to the Cross Country Workshop every 

Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church. For more information, 
call 983-3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — The Samson City 

Council meets monthly the first and third 
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson 
Community Center. 

Ongoing — American Legion Post 
78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 

TROY
Ongoing — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall 
and features music from the 40s, 50s, and 
60s with finger foods and refreshments. 
For more information, call Janet Motes at 
808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
Ongoing — The Marine Corps 

League, Wiregrass Det. 752, welcomes all 
Marines, Navy corpsmen and chaplains, 
and their families, to its monthly meetings. 
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each 
month at 7 p.m.  Attendees are welcome to 
arrive early for food and camaraderie. The 
next meeting will be at the Golden Corral 
in Dothan. For more information, call 718-
4168 or 805-7335.

Ongoing — The U.S. Army Officer 
Candidate School Alumni Association, 
Inc., located in Columbus, Georgia, and 
adjacent to Fort Benning, represents and 
supports all Army officers commissioned 
through an Army Officer Candidate School, 
regardless of location or branch.  Meetings, 
activities and reunions are conducted 
throughout the year. The annual USAOCS 
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony and 
USAOCS Alumni Association Reunion is 
scheduled for April 26-30 at Fort Benning. 
For more information, call 813-917-4309 
or send an e-mail to ocsalumni.com.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
Zoo Veterans Appreciation Week

The Montgomery Zoo will thank the country’s men and 
women of the armed forces during its Veterans Appreciation 
Week now through Nov. 14. All veterans, active duty military 
and their immediate family members will receive a 50-percent 
discount on regular daytime admission to the Montgomery 
Zoo and Mann Wildlife Learning Museum.  Participants must 
provide a valid military identification to receive the discount.  

For more information, visit montgomeryzoo.com/an-
nouncements/veterans-appreciation-week.

Chocolate! The Exhibition
The Gulf Coast Exploreum Science Center in Mobile will 

host Chocolate! The Exhibition now through Jan. 17. Choco-
late! and its national tour were developed by the Field Muse-
um of Chicago and supported, in part, by the National Science 
Foundation. Visitors will discover chocolate’s impact on hu-
man cultures and tropical ecosystems through scenic elements, 
original video, interactive displays, rich imagery and graphics, 
and about 150 objects. This major exhibition includes repli-
cated pre-Columbian ceramics and other decorative objects, 
European silver and porcelain servers, as well as examples 
of 19th- and 20th-century advertising and packaging, vintage 
chocolate molds and detailed botanical replications. The exhi-
bition features the real story of chocolate beginning with the 
discovery of the cacao bean in the rainforests 1,500 years ago. 
The Mayans created a spicy drink and the Aztec civilization 
actually used the beans as currency.

Combination tickets are available for Chocolate! The Ex-
hibition that also includes IMAX films: $18 for adults, $16 
youth (13-17), $14 child (7-12) and $8 pre-kindergarten (4-6). 
Discounts available for active and retired military.

For more information, visit http://www.exploreum.com.

Saturn: Jewel of the Heavens
Saturn: Jewel of the Heavens will be on screen at the W.A. 

Gayle Planetarium throughout November. People are wel-
come to take a fresh look at the wonders of the ringed planet, 

including the latest images from the Cassini Probe in orbit 
around Saturn.

Show times are Mondays-Thursday at 4 p.m. and Sundays 
at 2 p.m. Admission is $6.50 per person for ages 5 and above. 
Doors open 30 minutes before the show starts for ticket sales. 
There is no admittance into the building once the show has 
begun. 

For more information, call 334-625-4799, or visit www.fa-
cebook.com/gayleplanetarium/?fref=ts.

The W.A. Gayle Planetarium is located at 1010 Forest Ave., 
Montgomery

Montgomery Kennel Club Dog Show
The Montgomery Kennel Club is hosting its American Ken-

nel Club-sanctioned all-breed dog show at the Garrett Coli-
seum November 20-23. The show offers both conformation 
and obedience competitions. The show showcases the various 
levels of dog training and allows people to enjoy the beauty of 
a sound, healthy, well-bred animal. The public can also learn 
about different breeds of dogs by visiting with the exhibitors 
and breeders at the show.

For more information, visit www.montgomerykennelclub.
org/shows.html. The Garrett Coliseum is located at 1555 Fed-
eral Drive, Montgomery.

Moscow Ballet - Great Russian Nutcracker
The Montgomery Performing Arts Centre will host the 

Moscow Ballet’s production of the “Great Russian Nutcrack-
er” Nov. 24 from 7-9 p.m. Tickets prices range from $28 to 
$175. Tickets can be purchased online through Ticketmaster 
or at the MPAC Box Office Mondays-Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

For more information, call 334-481-5100 or visit www.
mpaconline.org/events/

Scavenger hunt-amazing race event
Panama City Beach will host its Funk-n-Impossible scaven-

ger hunt-, amazing race-type event Nov. 21 at 11 a.m. at Pier 
Park. Admissions is $35. The event features teams of two-10 
people racing around Panama City Beach to figure out clues 
and perform missions. The goals are for participants to laugh 

themselves across the finish line and enjoy themselves so 
much they won’t realize they just walked or ran 3 or 4 miles, 
according to organizers.

For more information, visit http://www.active.com/agents-
in-panama-city-beach-fl/scavenger-hunt/races/panama-city-s-
funk-n-impossible-mission-scavenger-hunt-amazing-race-2-
4-miles-2015.

DAV 5K Run Atlanta 
People are welcome to participate and show their support 

for service members by walking, running or motorcycle riding 
at the Disabled American Veterans 5K Run Atlanta scheduled 
for Nov. 14, 8:30 a.m., in Atlanta. Registration fee is $30 for 
adults 18 and over and motorcycle riders, and $15 for youth 
ages 6-17. Veterans, active-duty military, Reservists, National 
Guard members and cadets may participate for free.

For more information, send an email toaldavtrain@charter.
net or call 334-447-8811.

Jasmine Hill Gardens 
Jasmine Hill Gardens and Outdoor Museum features over 

20 acres of year-round floral beauty and classical sculpture, 
including a new statuary honoring Olympic heroes. People 
are invited to take a stroll through the outdoor gardens and 
experience flowers blooming throughout each season. Tours 
are available for groups of 20 or more. 

For more information, call 334-263-5713 or visit www.jas-
minehill.org/. Jasmine Hill Gardens and Outdoor Museum is 
located at 3001 Jasmine Hill Road, Wetumpka.

Montgomery cruise
Montgomery’s parks and recreation department welcomes 

people to come down to the river and experience history while 
enjoying a relaxing cruise on the city’s greatest downtown at-
traction, the Harriott II Riverboat. Docked beside the uniquely 
built Riverwalk Amphitheater, this elegant 19th century river-
boat is center stage of Montgomery’s entertainment district. 
The Harriott II offers dinner, dancing, and live entertainment. 

To reserve the boat for an event, call 334-625-2100. For 
more information on cruises, visit www.funinmontgomery.
com.

The Frank Jackson Trail Masters presents 
the eighth annual Scarecrows in the Park at 
Frank Jackson State Park on Opine Road in 
Opp throughout November. 

The event features more than 500 scare-
crows along over 4 miles of walking trails. 
For those unable to walk the trails, golf cart 
tours are available. To schedule a tour, call 
334-488-5033. There is no charge to view 
the scarecrow exhibits; however, the state 
park entrance fees will apply.

State park features scarecrows display
From Staff Reports
Army Flier



ABERDEEN PROVING 
GROUND, Md. — In an Army 
Research Laboratory facility called 
the MIND Lab, a desktop computer 
was able to accurately determine 
what target image a Soldier was 
thinking about.

MIND stands for “Mission Im-
pact Through Neurotechnology De-
sign,” and Dr. Anthony Ries used 
technology in the lab to decode the 
Soldier’s brain signals. 

Ries, a cognitive neuroscientist 
who studies visual perception and 
target recognition, hooked the Sol-
dier up to an electroencephalogram 
– a device that reads brain waves – 
and then had him sit in front of a 
computer to look at a series of im-
ages that would flash on the screen.

There were five categories of im-
ages: boats, pandas, strawberries, 
butterflies and chandeliers. The 
Soldier was asked to choose one of 
those categories, but keep the choice 
to himself. Then images flashed on 
the screen at a rate of about one per 
second. Each image fell into one 
of the five categories. The Soldier 
didn’t have to say anything or click 
anything. He had only to count, in 
his head, how many images he saw 
that fell into the category he had 
chosen.

When the experiment was over, 
after about two minutes, the com-
puter revealed that the Soldier had 
chosen to focus on the boat catego-
ry. The computer accomplished that 
feat by analyzing brainwaves from 
the Soldier. When a picture of a 
boat had been flashed on the screen, 
the Soldier’s brain waves appeared 
different from when a picture of a 
strawberry, a butterfly, a chandelier 
or a panda appeared on the screen.

Too … much … data
Ries said that a big problem he 

sees for the intelligence community 
is the vast amount of image infor-
mation coming in to be analyzed 
– imagery from unmanned aircraft 
systems or satellites or surveillance 
aircraft, for instance. Everything 
must be looked at and evaluated.

“Our ability to collect and store 
imagery data has been surpassed by 

our ability to analyze it,” Ries said.
Ries thinks that one day the intel-

ligence community might use com-
puters and brainwaves, or “neural 
signals,” to more rapidly identify 
targets of interest in intelligence 
imagery, in much the same way 
the computer in his lab was able to 
identify pictures of boats as targets 
of interest for the Soldier who had 
chosen to focus on the boats cat-
egory.

“What we are doing is basically 
leveraging the neural responses of 
the visual system,” he said. “Our 
brain is a much faster image pro-
cessor than any computer is. And 
it’s better at detecting subtle differ-
ences in an image.”

Ries said that in a typical image 
analysis scenario, an analyst might 
have a large image to look over, 
and might accomplish that by start-
ing at the top left and working his 
way down, going left to right. The 
analyst would look for things of in-
terest to him. “It takes a long time. 
They may be looking for a specific 
vehicle, house, or airstrip – that sort 
of thing.”

What Ries and fellow researchers 
are doing is cutting such an image 
up into “chips” – smaller sections 
of the larger image – and flashing 
them on a screen in the same way 
the boats, pandas and butterflies 
appeared on the screen for the Sol-

dier.
“The analyst sits in front of the 

monitor, with the electroencepha-
logram on measuring his brain 
waves,” Ries said. “All the little 
chips are presented really fast. They 
are able to view this whole map in a 
fraction of the time it would take to 
do it manually.”

The computer would then mea-
sure the analyst’s neural response 
to each chip viewed.

“Whenever the Soldier or ana-
lyst detects something they deem 
important, it triggers this recogni-
tion response,” he said, adding that 
research has shown that as many 
as five images per second could 
be flashed on the screen, while still 
getting an accurate neural response. 
“Only those chips that contain a 
feature that is relevant to the Soldier 
at the time – a vehicle, or something 
out of the ordinary, somebody dig-
ging by the side of the road, those 
sorts of things – trigger this re-
sponse of recognizing something 
important.”

Images identified by the analyst’s 
mind as being of interest would then 
be tagged for further inspection.

The automated system could 
greatly reduce the amount of time 
it takes to process an image, and 
that means that a larger number of 
images – more of that gathered in-
telligence data – can be processed 

sooner, so that it can more quick-
ly be of value to Soldiers on the 
ground.

When Ries and his fellow re-
searches cut a larger intelligence 
image into smaller parts and display 
them in rapid succession to an ana-
lyst, the analyst still has to look at 
the entire image – the same number 
of square inches of image overall. 
But Ries said that by cutting it up 
into smaller chips, and displaying 
it rapidly, they are taking much of 
the work out of accomplishing the 
analysis.

Instead of sliding his fingers over 
the image, or marking on it, or writ-
ing something, or typing, the ana-
lyst has only to think “of interest” 
or “not of interest.” And that kind 
of decision can be made almost 
instantly – and a computer hooked 
to an EEG can detect when that 
decision has been made, what the 
decision is, tag the image with the 
result, and then present the next im-
age in just a split second.

Eliminating noise
Ries’ particular research is find-

ing out how other things an analyst 
might be doing as he does image 
analysis might affect the neural sig-
nal his brain generates.

When Ries’ Soldier volunteer 
initially put on the EEG sensors, 
he put up on the computer screen 

the output of the device – a series 
of what looked like sine waves 
moving across the screen. When he 
asked the Soldier to clench his jaw, 
the waves on the screen changed 
immediately and dramatically. This 
was due to the extraneous noise in-
duced by muscle activity in the jaw 
that was picked up by the EEG sen-
sors.

While what was on the screen 
was in fact the Soldier’s brainwav-
es, jaw clenched or not, the extra 
stimulation of a clenched jaw on 
the output of the EEG could make 
it difficult for the researcher’s soft-
ware to detect the important neural 
signals when accompanied by ex-
traneous noise. Ries called the ex-
traneous signals “artifacts.”

What Ries is looking at is how 
other types of tasks influence the 
neural signals related to target rec-
ognition. For example, what hap-
pens to the neural signal as a result 
of the analyst having to listen to 
somebody talk while they are at the 
same time trying to do image anal-
ysis work? He wants to figure out 
what needs to be done, and what in-
formation needs to be gathered, so 
that the algorithms that make their 
work possible can be adjusted to 
remain effective.

“Maybe you have an analyst who 
is looking at an aerial image, but is 
also listening to auditory commu-
nications,” Ries said. “How does 
multi-tasking affect the target rec-
ognition response? If we can char-
acterize the way different task loads 
affect the response, we can update 
our classification algorithms to ac-
count for that.”

Ries and fellow researchers are 
also working on a way to incorpo-
rate eye movement into their work.

Where one Soldier had volun-
teered to look at an array of images 
on a screen, another volunteered to 
play a game on a nearby computer. 
The goal was to shoot a bubble of 
one color at a cluster of other bub-
bles at the top of the screen. Where 
multiple bubbles of the same color 
touched, they would fall away. Typ-
ically the game would be played 
with a mouse or keyboard. But in 
this instance, it was the Soldier’s 
eyes that told the bubble where to 
go.
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Photo by C. Todd Lopez

Dr. Anthony Ries instructs Pfc. Kenneth Blandon on how to play a computer game using only his eyes to control the direction 
of fire of a bubble-shooting cannon at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., Nov. 3. 

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

Army’s MIND Lab able to decode brain waves

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.
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Not all health plans are available in all areas. Visit uhcfeds.com to find a listing of plans available in your area.
©2015 United HealthCare Services, Inc. Insurance coverage provided by or through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or its
affiliates. Health Plan coverage provided by or through a UnitedHealthcare company. Virtual visits are not an insurance product, health
care provider or a health plan. Unless otherwise required, benefits are available only when services are delivered through a Designated
Virtual Network Provider. Virtual visits are not intended to address emergency or life-threatening medical conditions and should not be
used in those circumstances. Services may not be available at all times or in all locations.

Our plans may have
surprising new ways to save.
It’s Open Season — the time to explore health plans that could be a better fit for you
and your budget. Consider plan options from UnitedHealthcare that include:

• Low-cost options

• No-cost annual checkups

• No-cost preventive dental care

• Virtual health visits and rewards for healthy actions

Learn more at uhcfeds.com.
Open Season runs from November 9 through December 14.



November is the American Diabetes Association’s 
American Diabetes Month with programs designed to 
focus the nation’s attention on the issues surrounding 
diabetes and the many people who are impacted by the 
disease. 

During the month of November, and every month, 
Lyster Army Health Clinic provides support and aware-
ness for those who are diabetic or who may be at risk for 
developing diabetes. 

The Diabetes Education Program at LAHC uses the In-
ternational Diabetes Center Basics Curriculum to provide 
a starting point or help you to refocus on your journey 
to learn about diabetes, manage your glucose, decrease 
complications related to abnormal glucose and provide 
updates on the newest diabetes care guidelines. 

“Our class is available to all active-duty military, retirees 
and family members who are authorized care at LAHC,” 
said Theresa Osteen, registered dietician at Lyster Army 
Health Clinic.

“After completing the classes we continue to work with 
the patients on maintaining good glucose control with reg-
ularly scheduled individual appointments,” said Osteen.

 The program consists of four classes taken over two to 

Lyster Army Health Clinic is challenging smokers to 
make a change and quit smoking for 24 hours as part of the 
Great American Smokeout event Nov. 19.

Sponsored by the American Cancer Society, the Great 
American Smokeout takes place every year on the third 
Thursday of November. 

In the United States, tobacco use remains the single larg-
est preventable cause of disease and premature death, yet 
more than 55.8 million Americans still smoke cigarettes, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion’s National Survey on Drug Use and Health.

The GASO observance day also gives smokers a chance 
to learn how secondhand smoke affects others.

“Lyster Army Health Clinic is hosting a free online Face-
book event where users can join the event group and post 
their own helpful tips, support and encouragement to those 
who need help quitting – even just for one day,” said Lt. 
Col. James Nolin, deputy commander for nursing at LAHC. 
“It’s just a great common place on the Web that anyone in 
the Fort Rucker area can easily access for help.”

Those up for the challenge can even use the new Quit For 
Life Mobile app on their iPhone, iPad or Android device to 
help them quit smoking and stay quit for life. Available as 
a free download, it’s a must have for all smokers in need of 

quitting support.
“Some individuals who have or attempted to quit can at-

test to the fact that quitting is hard to do, but with pre-plan-
ning and some key strategies it can be done,” Nolin said. 
“If you have decided that now is the time for you to quit 
tobacco products, talk to your health care provider about 
your options.” 

Anyone interested in joining the online Facebook 
event for Great American Smokeout can visit http://on.fb.
me/1Md8rNW
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Health uniform change
Army authorizes black 
socks for PT uniform 
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Hunting Incentive Program aims to reduce predator population

Hunting is one of the most 
popular pastimes in the South, 
and Fort Rucker is giving hunt-
ers on the installation an incen-
tive to help the deer population 
on post flourish.

The Hunting Incentive Pro-
gram was developed as a way to 
help control the coyote and feral 
pig population on post, both of 
which threaten the installation’s 
native deer population, accord-
ing to John Clancy, Fort Rucker 
Outdoor Recreation manager.

“We’ve worked together with 
the Department of Natural Re-
sources of the Directorate of 
Public Works to help control the 
invasive species on post, such as 
wild hogs and coyotes,” but it’s 
not something that Fort Rucker 
can tackle on its own, he said. 
“Therefore, people who partici-
pate in hunting throughout deer 
season on Fort Rucker can be 
rewarded for also hunting wild 
hogs and coyotes.”

The program will run through 
deer season, which, with a bow, 
runs now through Feb. 10. For 
hunters with a gun, the sea-
son runs Nov. 21 through Nov. 
30, and then resumes Dec. 11 
through Feb. 10.

With the program, hunters 
who shoot 20 feral pigs or five 

coyotes during the 2015-2016 
hunting season will receive a 
free Fort Rucker Post Hunt-
ing Permit for the 2016-2017 
hunting season. Also, individu-
als who trap five or more coy-
otes during the months of July, 
August and September are also 

eligible for a free post hunting 
permit.

“We just want to control these 
invasive species because both 
coyotes and wild hogs have a 
detrimental effect on the deer 
population on post,” said Clan-
cy. “The coyotes often hunt the 

fawns, making it difficult for the 
population to grow, and the wild 
hog population, which has bal-
looned in recent years, gives the 
deer population on post a for-
midable competitor for its food 
supply. Wild hogs also tend to 
destroy a lot of vegetation in 

the wooded areas on post, fur-
ther diminishing the deer’s food 
supply.”

All hunters participating in 
the program must be a regis-
tered participant of the program, 
and verify through an ODR staff 
member or the Fort Rucker game 
warden all the animals shot and 
trapped on the installation.

Hunters on post are also re-
quired to have an Alabama State 
Hunting Permit, a post hunting 
permit and must have completed 
the hunters’ education course. 
Hunting on Fort Rucker is open 
to the public as long as those re-
quirements have been met, said 
Clancy.

Additionally, people can only 
harvest antler deer with three 
points or more on one side, and 
hunting of does and fawns are 
prohibited.

“Alabama allows three 
bucks during the season, but 
on Fort Rucker we only allow 
two that have three points or 
more on one side, which gives 
the younger bucks a chance to 
breed and further increase the 
deer population,” said the ODR 
manager. “We just want people 
to help control the population of 
hogs and coyotes to get our deer 
population back up, which has 
steadily been increasing.”

For more information, call 
255-4305.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

On Target

See diabetes, Page D3
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By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic 
Public Affairs

Pre-diabetes: 
Are you at risk?
By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic 
Public Affairs

Clinic challenges smokers to make a change

GREAT AMERICAN SMOKEOUT

Andrew Weissenberger, military veteran, sits in a Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation track chair next to a hydraulic elevated tree 
stand in 2012. Fort Rucker offers many types of different equipment to help wounded warriors take to the great outdoors.

File photo 

American Cancer Society graphic



D2  ★  November 12, 2015  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

See Page D3 for this week’s answers. See Page D3 for this week’s answers.

Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.



four months. After completion of the classes, 
at least one individual visit with the regis-
tered dietitian is recommended, and continu-
ing diabetes education is recommended at 
least yearly. The next four-part class begins 
Dec. 3. Classes are held on Thursdays from 
9 a.m. to noon at Lyster. 

According to the National Diabetes 
Statistics Report, in 2012 there were 29.1 
million American adults and children with 
diabetes, or 9.3 percent of the population.

Pre-diabetes is also on the rise with 86 mil-
lion Americans having pre-diabetes in 2012 
up from 79 million in 2010. That means that 

nearly one in three Americans have pre-di-
abetes, yet the vast majority of people with 
pre-diabetes do not even know they have it.

What exactly is pre-diabetes and who 
should be tested?

Osteen explains that pre-diabetes is a term 
used for people who have elevated blood 
sugars, but they are not high enough to be 
diagnosed as diabetes. She said those in-
dividuals are at risk for developing Type 2 
diabetes.

“It is important to find out early if you 
have pre-diabetes since early treatment can 
prevent serious problems that diabetes can 
cause, such as loss of eyesight or kidney 
damage. Several risk factors increase a per-

son’s risk for pre-diabetes,” said Osteen.
Without lifestyle changes to improve 

health, 15 to 30 percent of people with pre-
diabetes will develop Type 2 diabetes within 
five years. 

Anyone over the age of 45 who is over-
weight, if they have a first-degree relative 
with diabetes, they are a member of a differ-
ent ethnic group, have high blood pressure 
or cholesterol or any form of heart disease, 
and women who have delivered a baby 
weighing more than nine pounds or had ges-
tational diabetes.

Osteen said the best ways to prevent dia-
betes are lifestyle modifications, following a 
healthy diet and exercise.

LAHC has also tailored their monthly 
cooking demonstration in November for 
those who are diabetic or just want to follow 
a low-carb lifestyle.

“Nov. 20 at 11 a.m. Lyster’s cooking 
demonstration recipes will be specifically 
low-carb recipes,” said Capt. Angela Green, 
LAHC Lifespace Center chief. “We would 
love for everyone to come out, and help us 
spread awareness and learn new recipes! 
Children are invited to the cooking demon-
strations, too.”

For more information or to join the free 
diabetes basic class, call nutrition care ser-
vices at 255-7986 or the lifespace center at 
255-7726.
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Army authorizes black socks for PT uniform

WASHINGTON — Soldiers 
are now authorized to wear either 
black or white socks with their 
Army physical fitness uniform.

Effective immediately, black 
socks can be worn with either 
the gray-black PT uniform or the 
new gold and black uniform. Like 
white socks, the black socks must 
be plain with no logos. The socks 
can be calf-length or ankle-length, 
but must at least cover the entire 
ankle bone, said Sgt. Maj. Eva M. 
Commons, Army uniform policy 
sergeant major with G-1. 

The new policy comes as a result 
of Soldiers requesting the change 
over the last several months, Com-
mons said.

“The senior Army leaders will 
go out to various installations and 
receive questions from the field,” 
Commons said. “One of the ones 
brought back was the request to be 
authorized to wear black socks.”

The Army staff then examined 
the request, she said. The black 
sock question was also placed into 
a uniform item survey completed 
in August by 18,588 Soldiers. Al-

most 67 percent of respondents, 
or 12,408 people, said that black 
socks should be authorized. 

Since the black socks will be 
optional, there was no production 
requirement, no cost associated, 
and the logistical aspect was mini-
mal, so this change was able to go 
through an abbreviated board pro-

cess, Commons said, but added 
that all of the steps of the Uniform 
Board process were still completed 
before the change was considered 
by the Army chief of staff.

“We were able to get through 
all of the steps much more quickly 
and get it approved and get it im-
plemented so Soldiers can start op-

erating under this new guidance,” 
she said. 

The new guidance is outlined in 
an Exception to Policy memoran-
dum signed by Lt. Gen. James Mc-
Conville, Army G-1, Nov. 5. That 
memo will serve as the authoriza-
tion for Soldiers to wear black PT 
socks until DA Pam 670-1 is up-
dated in a few months, Commons 
said. 

Another change to the new DA 
Pam 670-1 will be the elimination 
of all reference to the dress green 
Army Service Uniform. Sept. 30 
was the wear-out date for the green 
Class A jacket, she explained. All 
Soldiers should now have the blue 
ASU. 

Other items in the recent uni-
form survey must go before the 
Uniform Board at Department of 
the Army before they can be im-
plemented, Commons said. The 
survey included questions about 
a wind-proof blue Eisenhower 
jacket, a single-style campaign hat 
for all drill sergeants and a single-
style ASU cap for all Soldiers.

A majority of Soldiers voted 
for the optional wind-proof Eisen-
hower jacket meant to be worn in 
the workplace. A total of 11,613 

Soldiers, or 62.5 percent of the 
respondents, were in favor of au-
thorizing the Ike jacket to be worn 
in addition to the current black 
windbreaker.

Soldiers also voted that all 
drill sergeants, including women, 
should wear a single-style cam-
paign hat, already worn by male 
drill sergeants. A total of 11,590 
Soldiers, or 62.4 percent of re-
spondents, wanted this headgear 
for all drill instructors.

A majority of survey respon-
dents wanted the Army to go to 
a single-style service cap for all 
Soldiers. A total of 12,250 Sol-
diers, or 65.9 percent, wanted the 
bus driver-type cap – now worn by 
males – to be authorized for wear 
by all Soldiers.

In addition, 10,313 respondents, 
or 55.4 percent, wanted the blue 
service cap to be the required 
headgear with ASUs for senior 
noncommissioned officers – ser-
geant first class and above – offi-
cers and warrant officers, instead 
of the beret.

A representative sample of 
active-duty, National Guard and 
Army Reserve troops were asked 
to complete the uniform survey.

By Gary Sheftick
Army News Service
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Black socks are now authorized for wear with both the Improved Physical Fitness 
Uniform (black and gold) and the traditional gray Army Physical Fitness Uniform. 
Both uniforms are shown above during a formation run on Joint Base Elmendorf-
Richardson, Alaska, June 4.

Photo by Alejandro Pena

Diabetes: Short quiz can calculate health risk
Continued from Page D1

Take the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's test to 
see if you are at risk.

Answer these seven simple questions:

Are you a woman who has had a baby weighing more than 9 •	
pounds at birth? (yes: 1 point; no: 0 points) 
Do you have a sister or brother with diabetes? (yes: 1 point; no: •	
0 points) 
Do you have a parent with diabetes? (yes: 1 point; no: 0 points) •	
Are you younger than 65 years of age and get little or no exercise •	
in a typical day? (yes: 5 points; no: 0 points) 
Are you between 45 and 64 years of age? (yes: 5 points; no: 0 •	
points) 
Are you 65 years of age or older? (yes: 9 points; no: 0 points) •	
Do you weigh as much as or more than the weight listed for your 
height? (see chart below) (yes: 5 points; no: 0 points) 

Height Weight (lbs) 
4'10" 129 
4'11" 133 
5'0" 138 

5'1" 143 
5'2" 147 
5'3" 152 
5'4" 157 
5'5" 162 
5'6" 167 
5'7" 172
5'8" 177
5'9" 182
5'10" 188
5'11" 193
6'0" 199
6'1" 204
6'2" 210
6'3" 216
6'4" 221 

For each "Yes" answer, add the number of points listed. All "No" 
answers are 0 points.

IF YOUR SCORE IS 3 TO 8 POINTS
This means your risk is probably low for having pre-diabetes 

now. Keep your risk low. If you are overweight, lose weight. Be ac-
tive most days, and don't use tobacco. Eat low-fat meals with fruits, 
vegetables and whole-grain foods. If you have high cholesterol or 
high blood pressure, talk to your health care provider about your 
risk for Type 2 diabetes.

IF YOUR SCORE IS 9 OR MORE POINTS
This means your risk is high for having pre-diabetes now. Please 

make an appointment with your health care provider soon.

The good news is that those who are pre-diabetic can avoid be-
coming diabetic and even reverse their pre-diabetic status through 
lifestyle changes. Research shows that modest weight loss and 
regular physical activity can help prevent or delay Type 2 diabetes 
by up to 58 percent in people with pre-diabetes. Modest weight 
loss means 5 percent to 7 percent of body weight, which is 10 to 14 
pounds for a 200-pound person. Getting at least 150 minutes each 
week of physical activity, such as brisk walking, also is important 
for prevention. 

Resources are available to help with pre-diabetes. For more in-
formation, please visit the Centers for Disease Control website at 
www.cdc.gov/diabetes.

Take the test – know your score

Dad proud of daughter’s choice to play softball for Army

FORT SAM HOUSTON, TEXAS — 
Watching his daughter lead the All-Armed 
Forces squad to an American Softball Asso-
ciation national championship reassured Al 
Ortenzo that she had made the right choice by 
attending West Point.

Five years ago, April Ortenzo was named 
America’s Catholic High School Female Ath-
lete of the Year by “USA Today.” As a senior 
at Cardinal Gibbons High in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, she had full scholarship offers to play 
college softball for Furman, Florida, Flori-
da State, Central Florida and Georgetown, 
among others.

Ortenzo, however, chose the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, New York. When she 

visited the academy, April said “there was just 
something different inside of me.”

“I believe she had offers from 14 Division 
I schools for softball,” Al said. “She had gone 
on two of her three visits. West Point came 
along a little late in the game and caused her 
to rethink her plans.”

Al said April “just absolutely fell in love 
with the academy.” 

She became a platoon leader during her 
sophomore year and was captain of the soft-
ball team, the Black Knights, during her ju-
nior and senior seasons.

“I grew up in a disciplined household,” 
April said. “My parents were both police offi-
cers. My brother is a police officer. I knew that 
whatever school or path I chose that I wanted 
to serve in some way, shape or form, whether 
police force, firefighter or the military. When I 
took my visit to West Point and learned more 

about it, I knew I had a higher calling.”
She became the Black Knights’ all-time 

leader with 223 games started and complet-
ed during her four-year career. She ranked 
among the academy’s all-time Top 5 in at-
bats, hits, doubles, RBIs, runs and stolen 
bases – she swiped at a 93-percent success 
rate while sporting a .966 fielding percentage 
at shortstop. 

April graduated in 2014 and stayed another 
semester at West Point as a graduate assistant 
coach. Al sensed that his daughter’s softball 
career was not finished – even as a military 
officer. 

Now stationed at Joint Base Lewis-Mc-
Chord, Washington, and a second lieutenant, 
Ortenzo recently led the undefeated All-Army 
women’s team (9-0) to the 2015 Armed Forc-
es Softball Championship at Marine Corps 
Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

“She brought a calmness to the team,” said 
All-Army coach Sgt. Maj. Juan Burney of 
Fort Benning, Georgia. “Her experience play-
ing on the collegiate level helped out a lot be-
cause she didn’t get over-excited. She wasn’t 
a vocal leader. She kept everything calm and 
led by example.”

Ortenzo advanced the next weekend to the 
2015 American Softball Association National 
Championships at Oklahoma City, where she 
was named most valuable player and tourna-
ment batting champion after leading the All-
Armed Forces squad to the national champi-
onship.

Al followed April’s teams to both tour-
naments, much like he and wife Linda did 
throughout their daughter’s career at West 
Point. Al’s parents live near the academy, 
which made the trips to her games even more 
of a family affair.

By Tim Hipps
Installation Management Command
Public Affairs
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Sports Briefs
Expansion of Functional Fitness Area

The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center on 
Andrews Avenue will soon undergo changes. 
The current basketball and volleyball courts 
will be designated as the new functional fit-
ness area. This will provide space for addi-
tional functional fitness equipment, includ-
ing but not limited to power racks, lifting 
platforms, TRX equipment, Olympic bars, 
plyometric boxes and climbing rope. Space 
will be available for full body movements, 
including sprints, lunges, battle ropes and 
more. In December, intramural basketball 
and volleyball will be relocated to the Forten-
berry-Colton Physical Fitness Center.

For more information, call 255-2296.

Youth deer hunt
Outdoor recreation will host a youth deer 

hunt Saturday from 4 a.m. to 6 p.m. The hunt 
is open to the public for youth ages 7-15. Cost 
is $20 and people must register at the ODR 
Service Center at West Beach, Lake Tholoc-
co, Bldg. 24235. Door prizes and lunch will 
be provided. Awards will be given to first, 
second and third places. Parents and escorts 

of youth hunters must have a valid Alabama 
State Hunting License and Hunter Educa-
tion Card. No antlerless deer are allowed to 
be harvested. Spike bucks and larger will be 
allowed to be harvested only if the youth is 
registered with ODR and participates in the 
youth hunt. 

For more information, call 255-4305. 

Big Buck Contest
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation hosts its 

Big Buck Contest now through Feb. 10 dur-
ing daylight hours. Entry fee is $25 per person 
and the contest is open to the public. Partici-
pants must register before harvesting bucks 
and bucks must be harvested on Fort Rucker 
to qualify. Fort Rucker requires that individu-
als ages 16 and older have an Alabama State 
Hunting License, a Fort Rucker Post Hunting 
Permit and a hunter education card. 

For more information and to register, call 
255-4305.

SWGC Turkey Shootout
The 2015 Silver Wings Golf Course Tur-

key Shoot Out is scheduled for Nov. 21. Tee 

times are 7-9 a.m. Cost is $20 per player – 
plus cart and green fees, if applicable. Par-
ticipants must register prior to tee off at 9 
a.m. For individual stroke play, U.S. Golf 
Association handicap or weekend dogfight 
points will be used. Turkeys and gift certifi-
cates will be awarded as prizes to gross and 
net winners. The event is open to the public 
and exceptional family member friendly.

Turkey Trot 5K/10K
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center 

will host the annual Turkey Trot 5K/10K 
and 1-Mile Fun Run Nov. 21. Race Day 
registration will take place from 7:30-8:30 
a.m., with the 5K and 10K starting at 9 a.m. 
The fun run will begin after the 5K/10K 
race is complete, and is open to all children, 
free of charge. Each fun run participant will 
receive a medal. The cost for the 5K/10K 
is $20 per individual with a T-shirt through 
Sunday, or $25 with a T-shirt while supplies 
last from Monday up to race day. There is 
also a $12 no-shirt option. Teams cost $120 
for eight participants – each additional 
teammate pays the normal registration fee – 

through Sunday with T-shirts, or $160 from 
Monday to race day with T-shirts while 
supplies last. Trophies and medals will be 
awarded in various categories. Refresh-
ments will be provided. The event is open 
to the public. Participants are encouraged to 
pre-register at either PFC. 

For more information, call 255-2296. 

Lifeguard recertification courses
Lifeguarding courses for recertification 

only will be held at the Fort Rucker Physi-
cal Fitness Center Nov. 28 and 29 from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. People must have a current 
certification to enroll. The course is open 
to patrons ages 15 and up, and costs $125 
for military and Department of Defense ID 
card holders, and $150 for the general pub-
lic. People must pass a prerequisite test on 
the first day to enter the course. People may 
register at the front desk of the Fort Rucker 
PFC. The cut-off for registration is three 
days prior to course start date. Class may 
be canceled if minimum enrollment is not 
met. 

For more information, call 255-2296. 
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