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Fort Rucker officials announce the closure of the
Newton Gate, as well as the shutdown of the Enter-
prise Gate Visitor Control Center, starting Nov. 30.

The VCC shutdown will require those needing
a visitor badge go to the Daleville or Ozark gates
instead. There will be no change to the 24-hour op-
eration for entering and exiting the post from the
Enterprise Gate.

Additionally, Dec. 5, the Faulkner Gate hours
will increase on the weekends. The new hours will
be 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays.

While post leadership understands these changes
will require an adjustment to how some employ-
ees and others enter the installation, they are being
implemented in order to balance mission require-
ments and available manpower resources. Officials
apologize in advance for any inconvenience this
may cause those entering Fort Rucker.

The closure of the Newton Gate will primarily
effect those working at Hanchey or Knox airfields
who enter post through the Newton Gate. These
personnel can use one of the three other main gates
or the Faulkner Gate during posted hours. Large
commercial traffic making deliveries on post will
have to use either the Ozark (24 hour operation) or
Faulkner Gate (during posted hours) for entrance,
as the Daleville Gate cannot accommodate vehicles
of that size.

Closure of the Enterprise VCC should not sig-
nificantly inconvenience visitors. It simply means
visitors who don’t have a pass must obtain one from
either the Daleville or Ozark VCCs. After obtain-
ing a visitor badge, which is normally good for six
months (unsponsored) or up to one year (spon-
sored), visitors can enter through any gate.

Newton and Faulkner gates, as well as the Ozark
and Enterprise VCC, are scheduled for closure dur-
ing the Thanksgiving period Nov. 26-29. The Da-
leville Gate and VCC will remain open during this
holiday period for those needing visitor badges.

The Fort Rucker Director of Public Safety, Lt.
Col. Florentino Santana, said, “I know these chang-
es will impact the daily travel requirements for driv-
ers and the many people who work, live or visit Fort
Rucker. | ask drivers to remain patient while we
work to mitigate any potential impacts at the other
gates once these changes take effect. | recommend
drivers adjust their travel plans accordingly in order
to arrive at their destinations on time.”

SALUTING SERVIGE

Ceremon) pays bomage to nation’s veterans

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

As ceremonies to honor those who
have served took place across the
United States, Fort Rucker showed
its appreciation for service members
past and present during its \eterans
Day ceremony Nov. 10.

Hundreds of veterans, Soldiers and
civilians came together at the U.S.
Army Aviation Museum during the
ceremony as Maj. Gen. Michael D.
Lundy, U.S. Army Aviation Center
of Excellence and Fort Rucker com-
manding general, spoke of the impact
that veterans have had on the nation.

“Today is not only a day of rec-
ognition, reflection and respect, but
also a day of celebration for those
who have served and continue to
serve today,” said the general during
the ceremony. “We are here to honor
the veterans throughout our military
history and recognize their selfless
service to our nation — service (that)
extends not only on the battlefield,
but off the battlefield. We honor their
sacrifice and celebrate their achieve-
ments in service to our nation.”

Although not every veteran
throughout every conflict was able to
be honored individually, Fort Rucker
chose six Soldiers to represent — on
display boards set up at the ceremo-
ny — all veterans from different con-
flicts throughout history.

Representing World War | was Sgt.
\Vernon Burge; representing World
War Il was 2nd Lt. John McCorry,
who was in attendance at the cer-
emony; representing the Korean War
was Capt. Jack Upham; representing
the Vietnam War was Maj. Patrick
Delevan; representing Operation
Iragi Freedom was Maj. Anne Mc-
Clain; and representing Operation
Enduring Freedom was CW5 Louis
Papesca.

“As we look throughout our his-
tory, there are literally millions of
unsung heroes, who, in many ways,
may have been perceived as just
ordinary citizens, but, when called
upon, proved themselves to be ex-

Maj. Gen. Michael D. Lundy, U.S. Army Aviation
manding general, CW5 Allen R. Godfrey, chief
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Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker com-
warrant officer of the Aviation Branch, and

Command Sgt. Maj. Eric. C. Thom, Aviation Branch command sergeant major, render salutes

during the ceremony.

traordinary,” said Lundy. “These vet-
erans displayed before you are repre-
sentative of the many veterans who
made a positive impact and a lasting
mark on our profession of arms and
our nation.

“Whether for actions in combat
or solving problems that no one else
would, they proved themselves in
character, confidence and commit-
ment by leading change and forging
ahead to accomplish things that no
one else had done before,” contin-
ued the general. “These six unsung
heroes from our Aviation history are
just a few examples of the caliber
of Americans who have joined the
ranks and left an indelible mark on
our Aviation history.”

That mark on history is due to the
commitment of those Soldiers, and
many who came before them, Lundy
added.

During the ceremony, the Presi-
dential Proclamation for Veterans
Day was read, which stated that the
U.S. military is the strongest, most
capable fighting force the world has
ever known, and earned that distinc-
tion from the men and women who
serve within its ranks.

“The brave men and women of

our Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine
Corps and Coast Guard demonstrate
a resolute spirit and unmatched self-
lessness, and their service reminds
us that there are few things more
American than giving of ourselves
to make a difference in the lives of
others,” it reads. “Our veterans left
everything they knew and loved, and
served with exemplary dedication
and courage so we could all know a
safer America and a more just world.
They have been tested in ways that
most of us may never understand,
and it is our duty to fulfill our sacred
obligation to our veterans and their
families.”

“We celebrate the achievements
of all of our veterans because, when
the nation called, they were there.
They were there to shoulder the bur-
den when no one else would, there
to defend our way of life and there
to be a part of something bigger than
themselves,” added Lundy. “To all of
our veterans here today, thank you to
you and your families for your ser-
vice. Thank you for your sacrifice,
and thank you for your continued
support of our Branch, our Army and
our nation — we are forever in your
debt.”

Retiring former CWOB's
career spans 4 decades

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

The Fort Rucker family bid farewell to
a former chief warrant officer of the Avia-
tion Branch whose Army career spanned
four decades.

Reese entered the Army in 1988 as he
attended Warrant Officer Flight Training,
followed by the AH-64A Apache Aircraft
Qualification Course. He’s served across
multiple continents and deployments, in-
cluding tours in northern Iraq for Opera-

tion Provide Com-

Soldiers, friends
and family mem-
bers came together
at the U.S. Army
Aviation Museum
Friday for the re-
tirement of CWS5
Michael L. Reese,
former chief war-
rant officer of the

fort; a tour in Camp
Eagle, Korea, with
the 1-6th Cavalry as
the squadron master
gunner; and further
deployments to Iraq
in support of Opera-
tion Iragi Freedom.

He’s served in a
number of positions,

Second Lt. Rosa Tahmassebi, D Company, 1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment, has her por-
trait drawn by Janeann Fessler, portrait and landscape artist, as her friends look on during the

Hollyday Bazaar at Yano Hall Saturday.
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Aviation Branch.
“Mike Reese has
been, is and prob-
ably forever will
be the example for
what a chief war-
rant officer should
be,” said Lt. Gen.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU
Lt. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, U.S. Army Training and
Doctrine Command deputy commanding general
and chief of staff, congratulates CW5 Michael L.
Reese, former chief warrant officer of the Aviation
Branch, on his retirement during a ceremony at
the U.S. Army Aviation Museum Friday.

from standardiza-
tion instructor pilot
to leadership posi-
tions, to his most
recent position as
the Apache Pro-
gram Office AH-
64E flight training

Kevin W. Mangum,

U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Com-
mand deputy commanding general and
chief of staff. “I’ve always ranked the best
warrant officer in my unit among the best
officers, so, as I look at Mike Reese, he is
among the best officers of any grade, of
any branch with whom I’ve served.”

lead at Redstone
Arsenal.

Reese said that throughout his military
career, the one place he wanted to retire
was Fort Rucker because, for him, it’s
where Aviation leaders are born.

SEE CAREER, PAGE A5

TALKING TURKEY

Variety of evenis spice up Thanksgiving

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

As the holiday season rolls around,
Fort Rucker prepares to get people ready
for feasts, family and fun as it kicks off
the season for giving.

The installation is hosting a myriad of
events, ranging from activities, fitness
and dinners, to offer something everyone
can enjoy, said Janice Erdlitz, Director-
ate of Family, Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation.

“Whether you’re civilian or military,

SEE TURKEY, PAGE A5

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort
Rucker leadership serve Thanksgiving dinner to
Soldiers at the installation dining facility during
Thanksgiving last year. This year’s DFAC Thanks-
giving feast will be Nov. 26 from 10:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m.
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PERSPECTIVE

FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANGE

Agency eases absentee voting process for Soldiers, families

By Keith D. Wilbur
Fort Rucker Voting Assistance
Officer

The 2016 Presidential Elec-
tion takes place Nov. 8, 2016,
and the campaigns are already
in full swing.

For those that may not know
it, as of Nov. 4, there were 1,371
candidates who have filed a
Statement of Candidacy with the
Federal Election Commission
to run for President in 2016. A
total of 240 Republicans and
197 Democrats will be compet-
ing for their party’s presidential
nomination. Additionally, there
are 409 independent candidates
and 525 candidates from other
parties.

Combine them with the 34
U.S. Senators, 435 U.S. House
of Representatives and 12 state
governors who are up for elec-
tion and you can see that there
is a lot at stake in the next elec-
tions. And let’s not forget the
myriad of state and local munic-
ipal issues to be decided upon
by the registered voters who de-
cide to participate in the election
process.

Soldiers, as well as the eligi-
ble family members, who wish
to participate in the upcoming
election need to register early
to vote absentee with their state
officials back home or the last
place they have registered to
vote.

This is where the Federal Vot-
ing Assistance Program website,
at FVAP.gov, can help. FVAP
wants to ensure service mem-
bers, their voting eligible family
members and overseas citizens
are aware of their right to vote,
and to provide them the tools
and resources to successfully do
so, from anywhere in the world.

FVAP’s goals are to promote

awareness of the registration
process, eliminate barriers and
remove obstacles with the voter
registration process, and enhance
measures of effectiveness.

Awareness starts with know-
ing how to become registered to
vote. To register, voters should
use the Federal Postcard Appli-
cation available from the FVAP
webpage at http://www.fvap.
gov.

On that website, you can
download the FPCA or use our
online assistant to actually fill
out the form. The online as-
sistant walks you step by step
through the process. For those
who prefer it, FVAP offers a
1-800 call center and e-mail as-
sistance, as well.

Sharing information is the best
way to raise awareness about
FVAP and the absentee voting
process. To share information,
FVAP officials rely heavily on
unit voting assistance officers
to assist them in this process.
UVAGO:s are the first line towards
getting the word out to Soldiers
and their family members about
upcoming elections, news and
events. Each unit in the Army
is required to have at least one
UVAO to assist assigned Sol-
diers, family members and other
civilians, as well.

Soldiers planning a move need
to ensure they update their mail-
ing address, because it doesn’t
occur automatically. Fill out the
Federal Postcard Application
every time you move. This way
you can ensure that your local
election official knows where
you are and that your voting ma-
terials can be sent to that new
address.

As mentioned earlier, elimi-
nating barriers and removing
obstacles with the voter registra-
tion process is one of the goals

Find out how at
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of FVAP. In 2014, this barrier
removal included a redesigned
website and a digital toolkit for
UVAO:s.

There was also an initiative
for younger first-time voters in
the military. A large portion of
voters in the military are age
18-24, and FVAP wants to show
these younger military members
that voting is easy. Statistical
analysis has proven that military
members using FVAP resources
are more likely to vote. Using
FVAP, the voting process is easy
and will set service members up
for success.

A significant barrier to suc-
cessful absentee voting is the late
receipt of blank ballots reaching

ARMY GRAPHIC

Soldiers without sufficient time
to vote and return absentee by
mail. Soldiers need to know that
once they get the absentee bal-
lot, speed is of the essence. Sol-
diers need to research topics and
candidates beforehand to ensure
that once they get the absentee
ballot it is merely a matter of
completing it, and returning it in
the mail or electronically if al-
lowed by the state. This should
be done quickly, so that it ar-
rives in time to meet the cutoff
date assigned by the state.
States are required by law to
have the absentee ballots in the
hands of those that request them
at least 45 days prior to the elec-
tion if sent through the mail in

order to provide adequate time
for voters to receive, vote and
return ballots, with any likeli-
hood that their votes will be
successfully received by elec-
tion officials.

E-mail and on-line capabili-
ties are widely available to and
have become the communica-
tions standard for service mem-
bers, basically replacing fax and
mail. This improves the oppor-
tunity for Soldiers to vote via
absentee ballots, and it provides
high-speed delivery of election
materials to and from voters and
local election officials.

This use of technology, how-
ever, is still not accepted in all
50 states, and Soldiers need to
contact their UVAO to see what
states accept this and which do
not. In some cases, Soldiers reg-
istering for the first time will
need to complete the form, print
it out, manually sign it, then
scan and email it back to their
local election officials, so that
there is a signature on record for
that individual.

With all the awareness, elimi-
nation of barriers and obstacles,
and enhanced measures of ef-
fectiveness with the voter regis-
tration process, voting is still a
matter of personal choice. There
are those who have become so
disenfranchised from past bad
experiences attempting to reg-
ister to vote, that they choose
not to vote at all. Again, that is a
personal choice.

Whether voting should be
considered a right, a privilege
or a responsibility of basic citi-
zenship will always be debated
among individuals. I, for one,
am thankful to be living in Unit-
ed States of America, defended
by the best armed forces in the
world, which allows me to make
that personal choice.

CW2 Eric Smith,
TDY from Springfield,

Mass.
“Food - always the food.”

W01 Kyle Sam,
1st Bn.,
145th Avn. Regt.

“Its nice to get together with
family during that time and just
spend some time together.”

£ £ Thanksgiving is just around the
corner.What is your favorite

2nd Lt. Jose Bictora,
1st Bn.,
145th Avn. Regt.

“It’s a lot of things, like the
food, family time and weather.
I think it’s all great, really.”

thing about Thanksgiving

holiday? 33

Jason Green,
military veteran
“I actually really enjoy cook-
ing for the entire family. Get-

ting the chance to prepare a
big dinner is really nice.”

Mark Glynn,
civilian

“It has to be the food. I love
Thanksgiving food more than
any other holiday foods.”
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By J.D. Leipold
Army News Service

WASHINGTON - Medically-retired
Capt. Florent A. Groberg became the 10th
living service member to receive the Medal
of Honor Nov. 12 for selfless actions on the
battlefield in Iraq or Afghanistan.

President Barack Obama draped the na-
tion’s highest military award for conspicu-
ous gallantry around the 32-year-old’s neck
in the East Room of the White House in
front of the Soldiers who were part of the
personal security detachment Groberg was
leading in Kunar province Aug. 8, 2012.

Obama told Groberg’s story of how
the French-born former Soldier came to
America and became a naturalized citi-
zen in 2001, the same year he graduated
high school in Maryland. He next attended
the University of Maryland, competing in
track and cross-country before graduating
and receiving his commission in the Army
in 2008.

“Training, guts, teamwork,” Obama
said. “What made Flo a great runner also
made him a great Soldier. In the Army, Flo
again took his training seriously — hitting
the books, paying attention to every detail
in field exercises — because he knew that he
had to be prepared for any scenario.”

His greatest test of his training happened
on his second deployment to Afghanistan
where he was hand-picked to head up a
security detail. On that day in 2012, he
was leading his security detail by foot in a
diamond-shape formation tasked with pro-
tecting two brigade commanders, two bat-
talion commanders, two sergeants major
and an Afghanistan National Army brigade
commander.

As the formation approached the pro-
vincial governor’s compound, Groberg no-
ticed off to his left a man dressed in dark

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. CHUCK BURDEN

President Barack Obama hosts a Medal of Honor ceremony for retired Gapt. Florent Groberg at the

White House in Washington, D.C., Nov. 12.

clothing, walking backward, some 10 feet
away. The man spun around and turned
toward the captain who simultaneously
sprinted toward him and began pushing
him backward and farther from his detail.
As he pushed him away, Groberg noticed a
bomb under the man’s clothing.

“And at that moment, Flo did something
extraordinary — he grabbed the bomber
by his vest and kept pushing him away,”
the president said. “In those few seconds,
he had the instincts and the courage to do
what was needed. One of Flo’s comrades,
Sgt. Andrew Mahoney, had joined in, too,
and together they shoved the bomber again
and again — pushing him so hard he fell to
the ground onto his chest, ball bearings,
debris, dust exploded everywhere.”

The blast threw Groberg 15 to 20 feet
and knocked him unconscious. When he

awoke he found himself in the middle of
the road in shock, an eardrum blown out
and his left leg broken with most of his calf
muscle torn away and bleeding badly.

What Groberg didn’t know was at the
time the suicide bomber blew up, a second
suicide bomber released his bomb killing
four others outside the perimeter.

“That blast by the bridge claimed four
heroes Flo wants us to remember today,”
Obama said. “One of his mentors, a 24-year
Army vet who always found time for Flo
and any other Soldier who wanted to talk —
Command Sgt. Maj. Kevin Griffin; a West
Pointer, who loved hockey and became a
role model to cadets and troops because he
always cared more about other people than
himself, Maj. Tom Kennedy; a popular Air
Force leader known for smiling with his
whole face, someone who always seemed

to run into a friend wherever he went, Maj.
David Gray; and, finally, a USAID (U.S.
Agency for International Development)
foreign service officer who had just volun-
teered for a second tour in Afghanistan, a
man who moved to the United States from
Egypt and reveled in everything American,
whether it was Disneyland or chain restau-
rants or roadside pie, Ragaei Abdelfatah.

“These four men believed in America,
they dedicated their lives to our country,
they died serving it,” Obama said.

The president added that Groberg suf-
fered significant nerve damage and has en-
dured more than 33 surgeries to keep his
leg.

“He’s not running, but he’s doing a lot
of CrossFit — | would not challenge him
to CrossFit,” Obama joked. “He’s putting
some hurt on some rowing machines and
some stair climbers — | think it is fair to
say he is fit.

“Today, Flo is medically retired, but
like so many of his fellow veterans of our
9/11 generation, Flo continues to serve,”
Obama continued. “They are incredibly
highly-skilled, dynamic leaders always
looking to write that next chapter of ser-
vice to America. For Flo, that means a ci-
vilian job with the Department of Defense
to help take care of our troops and keep our
military strong.

“And every day that he is serving, he will
be wearing a bracelet on his wrist — as he
is today — a bracelet that bears the names
of his brothers-in-arms who gave their
lives that day,” Obama added. “The truth
is, Flo says that day was the worst day of
his life. And that is the stark reality behind
these Medal of Honor ceremonies — that
for all the valor we celebrate, and all the
courage that inspires us, these actions were
demanded amid some of the most dreadful
moments of war.”

Medal of Honor recipient inducted into Pentagon Hall of Heroes

By J.D. Leipold
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — The Army
captain who earned the Medal
of Honor for tackling a suicide
bomber in Afghanistan in 2012
was inducted into the Hall of He-
roes during a ceremony at the Pen-
tagon Friday.

During the event, Capt. Florent
A. Groberg’s name was added to
one of the plaques that line the
walls of the Hall of Heroes, a
small commemorative enclave
just inside the entrance to the Pen-
tagon.

Groberg’s name now stands
among the names of the more than
3,460 other recipients of the na-
tion’s highest military award for
bravery and selfless sacrifice.

Groberg is now medically re-
tired from the Army.

After greeting Groberg’s par-
ents, friends and ceremony at-
tendees, Defense Secretary Ash
Carter praised the members of the
personal security detachment that
the captain had been leading to the
provincial governor’s compound
in Asadabad, Afghanistan, Aug. 8,
2012.

“l want to thank the members of
Captain Groberg’s extended fam-
ily, his military family, men who
were his brothers on the battlefield
who remained close to him in re-
covery,” Carter said. “From pla-
toon Sgt. Brian Brink, who carried
Captain Groberg to safety, to Spc.
Daniel Balderrama, who immedi-

ately treated his life-threatening
wounds, to Sgt. Andrew Mahoney,
who helped confront the suicide
bomber, to Pfcs. Ben Secor and
Eric Ochart, who carried members
of the team to safety, each of you
helped to save lives.

“You not only witnessed Cap-
tain Groberg’s courageous deci-
sions, you contributed to them
in so many ways, you were the
reason he made them,” he added.
“So, while the medal is received
by one, honor, courage and valor
were required by all.

“Captain Groberg chose to
commit himself completely to this
country, he chose repeatedly to
lead his fellow Soldiers with ex-
cellence, he chose to test himself
against the absolute best — earning
the Ranger tab,” Carter said. “And
at the moment of greatest testing,
he made the most selfless and
courageous choice of all: to run
toward the direction of danger, to
willingly put his life on the line for
the sake of his brothers.”

“As the Roman historian Taci-
tus wrote nearly 2,000 years ago:
‘In valor there is hope,” so as we
honor Captain Groberg’s valor
today, we, too, have hope that
the liberty and security we enjoy
today will be passed forward to
future generations,” Carter said.
“Thank you, Captain Groberg, for
your courageous actions, for your
example and for your exceptional
service to our nation.”

Following Carter, acting Army
Secretary Eric K. Fanning said

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. STEVE CORTEZ

Secretary of Defense Ash Carter, acting Secretary of the Army Eric Fanning, Med-
al of Honor recipient retired Gapt. Florent A. Groberg, Chief of Staff of the Army
Gen. Mark A. Milley and Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel A. Dailey unveil the plaque
bearing Groberg’s name during Groberg’s Hall of Heroes Induction Ceremony at

the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., Friday.

he was honored to be part of the
eventand that he was in awe of the
deep humility and gratitude with
which Groberg had expressed his
feelings about the Soldiers he had
served alongside.

“Our Soldiers make choices
based on deeply ingrained values
taught in basic training, fostered
by education and time in service
and demonstrated in combat, the
Army values of loyalty, duty,
respect, selfless service, honor,
integrity and personal courage,”
Fanning said. “Flo exemplified
each of these values — he dis-
played these all simultaneously
in one day, in one brief but de-
cisive moment in Afghanistan
three years ago.

“I’ve had the honor to spend

time with Flo these past few
weeks and because of that humil-
ity that I’ve seen first-hand, I was
not surprised when Flo expressed
a set of conflicted emotion about
today’s celebration,” Fanning
said. “’Imagine,” he said, ‘being
honored for the worst day of your
life.””

Following the induction and
presentation of the personal Med-
al of Honor flag, Groberg spoke
about his teammates and the four
men lost on Aug. 8, 2012.

“l stand in front of you as a
proud American, grateful that
I’ve been given the opportunity to
serve and wear the colors of our
country in time of war,” he said.
“l am blessed to be surrounded,
trained, mentored, led and fol-

lowed by some of our nation’s
greatest warriors.”

He asked the men from his se-
curity detail to stand, then talked
about what he learned from them
and thanking them for saving his
life.

“l have wonderful parents, (a)
wonderful family, but when you
deploy and you’re in combat,
these individuals become your
brothers — you would do anything
for them — | can’t say enough,” he
said. “I’m so proud of you guys —
it’s an honor to have served with
you. You are brothers for life and |
love you guys.

“And, now for the most im-
portant people here and not here
(those killed in the attack: Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Kevin Griffin,
Maj. Tom Kennedy, Air Force Maj.
David Gray; and Ragaei Abdelfa-
tah), on Aug. 8, 2012, our country
lost four incredible Americans,
four men who made the ultimate
sacrifice — four individuals who
changed lives around them for the
better, four true heroes for which
this medal and honor belongs to,”
he said.

“I carry it in my heart, | carry it
on my body, | carry it in my soul
every single day,” Groberg said. “I
miss them, and | understand that
my responsibility is to live through
them and to live for them and their
families, and to be better. This is
my goal, you’ve heard it many
times and it will be my goal until
one day I lay down on their ground
and | join them in heaven.”

News Briefs

Advent workshop

The Fort Rucker chaplaincy will host an Advent
workshop Sunday from noon to 2:30 p.m. at the
Spiritual Life Center, Bldg. 8039. All are invited
to attend the family-friendly event that will feature
holiday crafts, lunch, and an exploration of the sea-
son of Advent and what it means to move toward
Christmas.

For more information, call 255-3946, 255-9894 or
255-3447, or visit www.rucker.army.mil/chaplain.

Tuesday Tracks

Lyster Army Health Clinic’s Physical Therapy
Service hosts a Tuesday Tracks walk every Tues-
day at noon for anyone on Fort Rucker interested in
walking a mile during lunch. Those interested can
meet in the Lyster Lifespace Center at 11:45 a.m.

Free cooking demo

Lyster Army Health Clinic will host a free cook-
ing demonstration Friday at 11 a.m. in the Lifespace
Center. Everyone, including children, is invited to
attend. The recipes cooked during this demonstra-
tion will be low carb and diabetic friendly in obser-
vance of Diabetes Awareness Month.

Military personnel closure

The military personnel division will be closed
Nov. 26-27. The closure includes the ID card sec-
tion, retirement services office, personnel reassign-
ment branch, personnel management branch (in and
out processing) and personnel services branch. Nor-
mal duty hours will resume Nov. 30 at 7:30 a.m.

Clinic closures
The clinic will also be closed Nov. 26 and 27 for
the Thanksgiving Holiday.

Clinic appointment line

Lyster Army Health Clinic beneficiaries who ex-
perience issues, such as a busy signal, when call-
ing the local appointment line at 255-7000 should
call the second line at 1-800-261-7193. This will
also get people to the right place to make appoint-
ments.

Amnesty Day

The Fort Rucker Amnesty Day is scheduled for
Dec. 9 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the ammunition
supply point off of Christian Road for people with
authorization to access Fort Rucker to anonymous-

ly drop off any unused, unwanted, or unauthorized
military or commercial ammunition and explo-
sives

For more information, call 255-4224 or 255-
4898.

Also, everyone should be cautioned against pick-
ing up unexploded ordnance and advised to call
911 if they encounter one. For more information on
UXO, visit: https://www.denix.osd.mil/uxo/.

Lyster update

Check out Lyster Army Health Clinic’s Facebook
page for the healthy tip of the day and clinic in-
formation, such as class dates and times. Lyster’s
Twitter feed is at @LysterAHC.

Thrift shop

The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednes-
days-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The thrift shop
needs people’s unwanted items. People can drop off
donations at any time in the shed behind the shop
(former Armed Forces Bank building) located in
front of the theater next door to the bowling alley.
Donations are tax deductible.

For more information, call 255-9595.
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EXPERTS:

Winning cyberwar takes getting talent management right

By David Vergun
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — Talent man-
agement is essential for getting
the right people in the right place
at the right time for any Army job,
but especially for cyber, an Army
manpower leader said.

“Cyber poses an existential
threat to our existence. They’ve
got to get (talent management)
right,” since potential adversaries
are really good at cyber warfare,
said Michael J. Colarusso, senior
research analyst for the U.S. Army
Office of Economic and Manpow-
er Analysis.

He and others spoke at the As-
sociation of the United States
Army’s Institute of Land Warfare-
sponsored Army Cyber Hot Topics
panel discussion, “Cyber Talent
Management,” Nov. 10.

Talent management

Colarusso said there are differ-
ent schools of thought regarding
what talent and talent management
mean.

In his own view, he said “talent
is a force that liberates the unique
abilities of every person.” Each in-
dividual has unique types of intel-
ligence and abilities, so one cannot
say he or she is the most or least
talented person because there’s no
such thing. With training and good
leadership, those unique skillsets
*can be expanded and liberated.”

Talent management, on the other
hand, is an integration of four fac-
tors: acquiring the right people,
developing their talent, employ-
ing them in the right places and
retaining them. By doing those
four things right, it will alleviate
“poaching” of those talented in-
dividuals by outside agencies, he
said.

Framing the problem

Nearly everyone on the panel
believed that the Army and the rest
of the Department of Defense have
challenges hiring and retaining tal-
ented cyber warriors.

Command Sgt. Maj. Rodney
D. Harris, Army Cyber Command
and 2nd Army;, talked with count-
less cyber warriors over the years,
trying to define what motivates
them to join and stay, or not. He
shared anecdotes that he said are
representative.

A certain very talented master
sergeant serving in an analyst role
“got QSP’d” out of the Army, Har-
ris said. QSP is the Qualitative Ser-
vice Program Board. She wanted
to stay in, but she had not been pro-
moted to E-9 because there was not
an open E-9 position to fill. “The

PHOTO BY DAVID VERGUN

Cyber warriors defend the network at the tactical operations center for 2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored
Division, at Fort Bliss, Texas, during Network Integration Evaluation 16.1, which ran from Sept. 25 to Oct. 8.

board didn’t consider her skills —
they just looked at the math.”

She was so good, in fact, that
Google, Inc., would have said her
talents and abilities, if compared
with her peers, would have been
“one in a thousand,” he added.

One staff sergeant he spoke with
said he and his entire cyber team
were planning to leave the Army.
“People are hitting their decision
point. The Army has to figure out
why they’re leaving and if it really
wants to keep them.”

In another instance, a hugely
talented graduate of the University
of California at Berkeley, who was
working at Google, wanted to join
the Army as an officer in the Cyber
Branch. Harris said she realized
she’d be taking a big pay cut, but
she felt she wanted to give some-
thing back to her country and she
had a family history of service.

Her recruiter said she had too
many tattoos to become an officer,
but she could go enlisted. She did,
in fact, enlist and today, she’s the
No. 1 person on her artillery team,
serving on Fort Sill, Oklahoma.

The point is, Harris said, it’s not
just about money. The other point
is the Army has to look at better
ways of attracting and retaining
talent.

Harris added that even if cyber
warriors do decide to leave, the
Army should try to ensure they
don’t leave with negative feelings.

While Harris sees opportunities
to improve policy and leadership,
Colarusso had a different perspec-
tive.

The Army is part of the Ameri-
can labor market, Colarusso said,
S0 competitive pressures from out-

side the Army are at work. Those
pressures are high because the la-
bor market is tight in cyber, mean-
ing those with a cyber specialty are
in high demand.

Other drivers are at work, Colar-
usso said, such as duty station lo-
cation, training offered, quality of
work and work environment. The
current system “doesn’t see peo-
ple three dimensionally. We don’t
know our people other than what’s
on their resume.”

With more than a million people
in the Army, it’s a very heteroge-
neous population, he added. There
are likely many in other military
occupational specialties, or MOSs,
who would make a good cyber fit,
“but we can’t see it and get people
in the right seats.”

Finding the motivators

In the realm of cyber, knowledge
rapidly becomes dated, Colarusso
said. A key to hiring and keeping
cyber talent, particularly for the
millennials, is providing quality
training and education.

Millennials are very different
from baby boomers regarding what
motivates them, he said. “They
value employability, not employ-
ment.” For millennials, having six
jobs in several years is “not a red
flag. It’s the new normal.”

The reason they move around
s0 much has to do less with money
and more with growth potential,
he said. Besides top-notch train-
ing, growth includes such things
as having opportunities to be en-
gaged and have a lot of responsi-
bilities and the ability to influence
outcomes. They won’t go or stay
where there are toxic leaders.

Once talent is effectively
matched with those motivators,
Colarusso said, “productivity goes
way up.”

To sum up what most of the pan-
elists said, effective talent manage-
ment derives from the interaction
of: job satisfaction, leadership,
compensation, and training and
education.

Become a pirate

“Why join the Navy, if you can
be a pirate,” asked Karl F. Sch-
neider, principal deputy assistant
secretary of the Army for man-
power and Reserve affairs. He was
quoting the late Steve Jobs, who
reportedly made that remark when
he was CEO of Apple Computer,
Inc., in 1982.

The point Jobs was making was
pirates get to chart their own course
and reap rewards, albeit with risk,
while Sailors don’t get to decide
where they’ll sail — unless they’re
the skipper. Jobs put a good team
together that stayed and brought
success to the company, Schneider
said.

Schneider said it might pay for
the Army to look at other success-
ful models of organizations that
have been really good at building
highly effective teams and retained
their skilled workers. The Army
could then pirate some of those
ideas.

“Do | really care if the cyber
operator or developer is military
or civilian?” he said. “Isn’t it more
important to get the needed skills?
We should have a rucksack full of
options. Recruiters should be able
to ask, ‘what would it take you to
join our organization?” Then offer

them options and let them join,
right then and there.”

Schneider’s  last  comment
sparked a question from the audi-
ence: “If there are not enough Sol-
diers or Army civilians in cyber,
why not just hire more contrac-
tors?”

Harris fielded that question.
“When we default to contractors,
it’s because we couldn’t train our
own people, or they didn’t fit our
model” of what a cyber warrior is
perceived to be. “We can’t just de-
fault to contractors. We have to ask
why we can’t develop and retain
our own folks.”

It’s also important, Harris noted,
to “focus on who we want in our
force. Should it just be someone
who can pass a security clearance?”
Besides clearances, Soldiers and
Army civilians are instilled with
Army values — not that contrac-
tors don’t have them. Contractors
can poise an unknown risk if their
work ethic is not based on the same
values driven environment.

What the Army is doing

Col. Jon Brickey, National Capi-
tal Region partner director, Army
Cyber Institute at West Point, didn’t
paint as bleak a picture regarding
talent management for cyber.

While conceding a need for im-
provement, he said the Army is
becoming more effective at iden-
tifying and fostering cyber talent.
Efforts and results will improve
over time.

The Army is now providing a
cyber test to initial-entry recruits
that could help identify talent early,
he said. That effort should expand
over the next few years.

The Army is also evaluating a
number of aptitude and cognitive
assessment tools that could further
identify cyber talent, he said.

ROTC and West Point are iden-
tifying cyber talent early in their
cadets, Brickey said. Those in cy-
ber tracks are assigned mentors
who monitor their progress, and
assign them tasks and encourage
extracurricular activities, such as
cyber internships and joining cy-
ber clubs.

As for retention, Brickey said
the Army and the other services
are collaborating with universities
to get Soldiers scholarships, cyber
degrees, advanced training and
certificates. Besides universities,
the National Security Agency, U.S.
Cyber Command and National In-
telligence University are offering
their own courses of learning.

Finally, Brickey said now that
cyber has become a branch, career
progression is better facilitated and
this should be a plus for retention.

Army Retirement Services celebrates 60 years of helping vets

By David Vergun
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — Today’s veterans who’ve served
throughout the last 14 years of continuous war “are the fin-
est team of Soldiers yet assembled on the face of this planet,”
Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Daniel B. Allyn said.

“These Soldiers for life — who like all generations of Sol-
diers before them — answered this nation’s call to duty,” he said.
“They’re experienced leaders, who are accustomed to building
and leading diverse teams to solve complex problems for the
nation, and they are resilient.

“Our Army’s and our nation’s commitment to these brave
men and women cannot stop when they take the uniform off.
We must all help ensure our veterans strengthen the prosper-
ity of our nation through rewarding and meaningful civilian
careers and service in our communities. This is exactly what
Army Retirement Services does,” he said.

Allyn was the keynote speaker during the 60th anniversary
of Army Retirement Services, held in the Pentagon’s Hall of
Heroes Monday.

Army Retirement Services is there when needed, he said,
whether it’s helping an 85-year-old surviving spouse ensure
she has access to continued care, or assisting a 23-year-old
wounded warrior translate military skills to a civilian job ap-
plication.

Army Retirement Services has a tall order to fill, Allyn said,
noting that since 9/11, more than 350,000 Soldiers have retired,
and today there are nearly a million retired Soldiers from World
War 11 through Korea and Vietnam to Desert Storm, Afghani-
stan and Irag.

Although these veterans are technically retired, Allyn noted
that they are still serving and leading in communities through-
out the nation.

Army Retirement Services “works quietly in communities
across the nation and across the world, assisting (them) and
their families with opportunities for employment, education
and health care, and, most importantly, (they help) maintain the
bond that connects our Army to the nation.”

Retired Col. John W. Radke, chief of Army Retirement Ser-
vices Office, delivered opening remarks. He noted that in 1955,
RSO’s original mission was to provide a point of contact for
79,000 Army retirees.

Today, Army RSO’s mission has expanded to 116 RSO of-
fices worldwide, providing retirement benefits, information
and referral, and program counseling to more than a million
Soldiers of all components, as well as 948,296 retired Soldiers
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and 249,160 surviving spouses, he said.

“People are the Army. It is emblematic of the Army ethos
and our collective responsibilities as leaders to those who wear
and have worn the cloth of our nation,” Radke said. “Our job is
to do all we can do to prepare them as they get ready to retire to
understand their entitlements and earned benefits as they retire,
and to never, ever break faith with them after they’ve retired and
continue to serve our nation. This is our sacred obligation.”
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PRESIDENT:

U.S., allies to redouble efforts in wake of ISIL attacks

By Jim Garamone
Department of Defense News

WASHINGTON — The G-20
meeting in Antalya, Turkey, that
ended Monday was supposed
to address the economy. But the
Friday terrorist attack on Paris
changed that agenda, and Presi-
dent Barack Obama pledged to re-
double efforts against the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant.

ISIL took credit for the attacks
on Paris that killed 129 people
and wounded more than 350.
Nov. 15, French aircraft bombed
ISIL’s quasi-capital city of Ragqga
in Syria.

“We’re working closely with
our French partners as they pur-
sue their investigations and track
down suspects,” the president said
during a news conference. “France
is already a strong counterterror-
ism partner and today we’re an-
nouncing a new agreement. \We’re
streamlining the process by which
we share intelligence and opera-
tional military information with
France.”

Paris was just the latest attack —
ISIL hit Beirut last week and Tur-
key last month. The terror group
also claimed to have planted a
bomb aboard a Russian airliner
that crashed in Sinai.

“Here at the G-20, our nations

-

AT e Ay T LR Bs

L irwrrl n i F Adpipsl S0

OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE
TARGETS DAMAGED/DESTROYED"

E—‘ Tanks
R 0 MWV
Cianing Arsas
I_ o Sulldmngs
’.E Fighting Fositions
l-.- .I' Wl Infrastrucire

Ol Taigpole

TOTAL

10,684

119
340
510

3,262

2,577
196

3,680

CENTLOIRCLCE)

have sent an unmistakable mes-
sage: that we are united against
this threat,” Obama said. “ISIL is
the face of evil. Our goal, as I've
said many times, is to degrade and
ultimately destroy this barbaric
terrorist organization.”

Obama said the effort will use
all elements of power to take out
the group: military, diplomatic,
law enforcement and economic.
He cautioned that this strategy
will take time to be effective.

“There will be setbacks and
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there will be successes,” he said.
“The terrible events in Paris were
obviously a terrible and sickening
sethack. Even as we grieve with
our French friends, however, we
can’t lose sight that there has been
progress being made.”

Airstrikes and allies on the
ground have taken back signifi-
cant territory in both Irag and Syr-
ia from ISIL, he noted.

“We’ve seen that when we have
an effective partner on the ground,
ISIL can (be) and is pushed back,

so local forces in Iraq, backed by
coalition airpower, recently liber-
ated Sinjar,” he said. “Iraqi forces
are fighting to take back Ramadi.
In Syria, ISIL has been pushed
back from much of the border re-
gion with Turkey. We’ve stepped
up our support of opposition
forces who are working to cut off
supply lines to ISIL strongholds in
and around Raqgga.”

But this must be sustained, the
president said.

“More nations need to step up

with the resources that this fight
demands,” he added.

The G-20 nations agreed to
strengthen border controls, share
more information, and step up ef-
forts to prevent the flow of foreign
fighters in and out of Syria and
Irag.

“We have a military strategy
that involves putting enormous
pressure on ISIL through air-
strikes, that has put assistance and
training on the ground with Iraqi
forces,” Obama said. “We’re now
working with Syrian forces, as
well, to squeeze ISIL, cut off their
supply lines.”

The president noted success
from authorizing additional U.S.
special operations forces on the
ground to work with Syrian and
Iragi forces against ISIL.

The United States is reaching
out to all in the anti-ISIL effort,
the president said. He is reaching
out to Russia and Iran, who are
supporting the Bashar Assad re-
gime in Syria, explaining “that ul-
timately, an organization like I1SIL
is the greatest danger to them, as
well as to us.”

Obama added, “There will be
an intensification of the strategy
we put forward, but the strategy
that we are putting forward is the
strategy that ultimately is going to
work.”

Career: Former CWOB credits family for career success

Continued from Page A1

“This is a special place for us,” said Reese during
the ceremony. “This is a place that is in the business of
creating Aviation leaders and 1’ve been trying to do that
my whole career, so this is the perfect setting for us to

close this chapter.”

Reese said he owes much of the success in his career to
his upbringing as a self-proclaimed Army brat. His father
was a Soldier who served two tours in Vietnam.

“l wouldn’t be here today if it wasn’t for the love and

man | know. He’s smart, humble and fair — everything |

hoped to be throughout my career.”

He also went on to thank a number of Army leaders and
Soldiers throughout his career, as well as his family for
supporting him through their Army life.

“l don’t think that people understand a lot of the sacri-
fices that your family and your kids go through in order
for you to be successful, or for us to just have a career in
the Army,” he said addressing his family. “The things that
they do to provide me with the next opportunity, (they)
don’t have a whole lot of choices in. Thank you for all of

That support is what allowed Reese to have what

Mangum saw as an esteemed career that allowed him to

be an example for all leaders to model themselves after.
“He became the role model for every chief warrant offi-

cer in a brigade, and if they could just be quite like Mike,

support (of my parents),” he said. “My dad is the best

that support.”

come.”

they’d be pretty much squared away,” said Mangum.
“Having watched him from a number of different angles
... he really is that officer who has done so much for his
Branch and has done it very quietly. The mark that he’s
placed on Army Aviation is indelible and will go so far,
and we’ll reap the benefits of his efforts for decades to

Turkey: Post events offer options
for single Soldiers, families

Continued from Page A1

single Soldier or family, you will be able
to find something to do with the many fun
activities planned for this Thanksgiving
season on Fort Rucker,” she said.

People can get things started this week-
end with a little bit of fitness with a Fort
Rucker tradition — the annual Turkey Trot
5K and 10K run, which begins Saturday at
9 a.m. at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness
Facility on Andrews Avenue.

People can register early, and race-day
registration is from 7:30-8:30 a.m., and
cost for registration is $25 per individual,
which comes with a shirt while supplies
last, or a no-shirt registration option for
$12. People can also register in teams of
eight for $160, which comes with a T-shirt
while supplies last, with additional team
member at the normal registration rate.
There will also be a free, 1-mile fun run
after the main race for children, who will
each be awarded a medal for participating.

Awards and trophies will be given in 14
age categories for first, second and third
place, as well as a team trophy for the fast-
est overall team.

“This is a great way for people to check
themselves physically and to get out before
the shopping season,” said Lynn Avila, fit-
ness programs coordinator. “It’s also an
economical way to stay in shape for the
entire family because it is a family affair.”

For more information or to register, visit
either PFC or call 255-2292.

If running isn’t up your alley and you’re
looking for something a bit more laid back,
a round of golf at the Silver Wings Golf
Course might be a better bet with this
year’s 2015 SWGC Turkey Shootout Sat-
urday.

Tee times are 7-9 a.m., and cost per play-
er is $20 plus cart and greens fees, if appli-

cable, and participants must register prior
to the 9 a.m. tee off. The U.S. Golf As-
sociation handicap or Weekend Dogfight
points will be used for individual stroke
play, and prizes will be given in the form
of turkeys and gift certificates. The event is
open to the public. For more information,
call 598-2449.

For those who prefer feasting to fitness,
The Landing is hosting its annual Thanks-
giving Feast Nov. 26 from 11 a.m. to 2
p-m., and promises to have all the fixings
of a true holiday meal.

The dinner will be a buffet-style meal
and feature everything from turkey to
mashed potatoes, to ham and stuffing, as
well as desserts.

The cost for dinner is $3.95 for children
ages 3-5, $6.95 for ages 6-12 and $17.95
for ages 13 and older, and children 2 and
younger eat free. There is also a Military
Family Special for $39.50, which covers
two adults and up to two children, ages 12
and younger. Prices include a soft drink
or tea, and reservations are highly recom-
mended.

For more information or to make a reser-
vation, call 598-2426.

In addition to the feast at The Land-
ing, another feast will also be held at the
installation dining facility Nov. 26 from
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for Soldiers, fam-
ily members, retirees and Department of
the Army civilians. The meal costs $9.05,
with a discounted rate of $6.80 for Soldiers
ranked E-4 and below, as well as their fam-
ily members and small children.

The feast at the DFAC will offer all the
holiday favorites, including roasted turkey
with giblet gravy, pecan-glazed spiral ham,
sweet potato casserole, green bean casse-
role, prime rib with horseradish sauce, gar-
lic mashed potatoes, cornbread dressing
and shrimp cocktail just to name a few.
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to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and

military families for their personal sacrifices.

SOUTHEAST ALABAMA

MEDICAL CENTER

\" CareChex

A Division of COMPARION
Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

APPRECIATE
RUCKER.

DoTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111

SAMC.ORG
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THE STRONGEST TEAM OF
REALTORS IN ENTERPRISE.

Come'See' ' This'Beautiful’Home®™™"

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 from 1:00pm - 3:00pm

301 JASMINE CIRCLE'~1$154/000 " "5

A beautiful cottage located conveniently to schools, shopping,

golf, restaurants & minutes from Ft Rucker. Enjoy morning

coffee on the screened porch overlooking a fenced, landscaped
backyard. House is equipped with low E windows, 2" faux wood
blinds, natural gas heat, stove & water heater, beautiful wood
floors in living area, open floor plan, framed mirrors in baths,

el AST IUDZN

tray ceiling in living/dining area & 1-car garage.

JUDY DUNN
301-5656

TONCSPONCETY:

NEW, CONSTRUCTION IN THE WOODLANDS

The Cottages at Woodland Park:

Tucked in the woods off Boll Weevil Circle. While providing privacy, they
offer the convenience to schools, shopping, golf, restaurants & minutes
from Ft Rucker. Security system, stainless appliances, natural gas
heat/cooking/water heater, low E windows, irrigation system, 2" faux
woad blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom & tray ceiling in grandroom. [

244 JASMINE CIRGLE ~ $154,000
3BR/2BA - POPLAR FLOOR PLAN

BiLLy Co1TER CONSTRUCTION

221 JASMINE CIRCLE ~ $154,000
3BR/2BA - MAPLE LEAF FLOOR PLAN

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Resulfs.

334-347-0048

531 Boll Weevil Circle
fARTER. BOLDER. FASTER

: = [R
Recency ReaLty, Inc.

;‘3 www.c21regencyrealty.com _f

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

BRING THE HORSES TO BRIDLEWOOD

1302 COUNTY ROAD 537 ~ $279,900: 4.75+ acres in Bridlewood: Country
living convenient fo town. Nice 3BR/2BA home with pool & minutes from historic
downtown Enferprise. Bring your horses. FRAN & DON KALTENBAUGH 790-5973

B — — ."‘-L:!“

753 CLAXTON ~ ELBA: This 3BR/1.5BA home has 2,194 SF of space & fons of
charm. It has a sun porch, a separate dining room with a built-in hutch & ¢ large,
level yard. The gleaming hardwood floors were refinished by the current owner
& ¢ new HVAG was installed. The large eat-in kitchen has plenty of room for an
island to be installed & you will love the vintage farm sink! The huge living room
has a beautiful fireplace with a gas heater insert that really keeps the home toasty
in cold weather. JAN SAWYER 406-2393

NEW LISTING

100 HIGHLAND ~ $149,900: Great family home with so many possibilities.
Main level has formal living & dining rooms, master suite with bath, laundry
room, family room, kitchen with bar area & a sun room. Upstairs has 2BR/1BA
with an exira office area off the one bedroom. Large corner lot with partial
privacy fence & there is an exira covered area for your RV or exira car off the
driveway. Partial basement with walk-out & area for workshop. A DIAMOND IN
THE ROUGH!! EVELYN HITCH 406-3436

—

110 CRESTVIEW: Attractive home with 3BR/2BA & an aftached 1-car garage.
The enclosed yard features a shed & o large covered deck, perfect for
entertaining or enjoying the outdoors. Tile flooring throughout the downstairs &
carpet throughout the upstairs. Both upstairs bedrooms feature walk-in closets.
Included with this home is a Rinnai fankless water heater. Come see this Cape
Cod charmer today. SOMMER RAKES 406-1286

L3

ON THE TOP OF THE HILL: LOT 2 COUNTY ROAD 537 ~ $65,000: THE BEST LOT
IN BRIDLEWOOD MANOR IS NOW AVAILABLE! This is your opportunity fo live in one
of Enterprises most desirable communities. This 2.39+ acres has the pofential to
be the premiere home site in the community. Listing agent is d relative of the seller.
Owner will have land cleared upon an accepted offer. CHRIS ROGERS 406-0726

JAN SAWYER
334-347-0048 REALTOR® age, srr. cope
531 Boll Weevi Circe (334) 406-2393

= [H “

SMARTER BOLDER. FASTER
Recency ReaLty, INc.
. www.c2lregencyrealty.com ¥

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

CENTURY 21
Regency Realty, Inc
23] Ball Weewll

.I.'1.'.|I|I-'H Vs |r|l".|-|'.'l

to help you ' G

find home”

203 STONECHASE ~ $246,000 ~ NEW CONSTRUCTION: New 4BR/3BA in Stonechase. Still
fime to choose your own inside & outside colors. Phase Il in this new development will be
starting soon. Seller is a licensed Realfor in the State of Alabama. NORMAN RILEY 406-6746

JUST LISTED #

COUNTY ROAD 246 -~
$323,000:  Wonderful
spread. 3 year old planted
long leaf pine, huge hay
field, good hunting land
lsading down to Indigo
Creek. The creek is the rear
boundary of the property.
There is o partially enclosed
pole barn on the propery.

COUNTY ROAD 252 ~
$222,500: This gorgeous
| piece of solitude is ideal
hunting land or g gorgeous
home site as well. The land
gently falls down fo Indigo
Creek where the owner
built a screened in porch
on an island in the creek.
Cross the fool bridge &
hang out for a whils. I's

= i D wired for a generator. A
summer was spent building o covered bridge further downsiream. Shooting houses dot the
property as well. You must see to believe if. 20 minutes from Enterprise. Hunting season is
Just around the cormer! Hay fisld for added income!

$199,000

year architectural shingles, brick & stone exterior, open floor plan, granite fops, refrigerator,
stainless appliances, sprinkler system & fenced rear yard. This new home will be finished
soon. Seller is o licensed Realtor in the State of Alobomg. NORMAN RILEY 406-6746

1000 COUNTY ROAD
223: Come have a look
at this couniry charmer
located on 3 acres at the
infersection of CR 223
& CR 239. This lovely
Victorian with a wrap
around porch will make
a great place to raise
your family & spread
your wings. Convenient
fo Enterprise this listing
includes 3 parcels each
with 1 acre. One parcel is
wooded. There's plenty of
room to add a pool, barn, garage or you could build 2 more houses. There's even a chicken
coop! Fantastic view from the upstairs windows. New water heafer. Invisible fence.

$132,900

22 WOODLAND - $85,000 - This 3BR/2BA ranch is very well
located, close to Ft Rucker & schools. Well established subdivision.
NANCY CAFIERO 389-1758 & BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534

611 SIMMONS ~ $32,000 ~ Older home with great potenfial! Some
updating done. Hardwood floors! JACKIE THOMPSON 406-1231 &
TERRI AVERETT 406-2072

252 SPRINGDALE: Completely renovated 4BR/2BA on .70+ acre lot. Master suite & sun
room added on in 2010. New roof, windows, appliances & electrical wiring in 2010, Fresh
paint, new flooring, new recessed lighting & light fixtures, molding & beautifully updated &
filed bathrooms are part of the package. Flood lights, gutters, a 12x24 metal shed & a large
concrete pad perfect for parking can be found oulside as well as a great covered deck for
grilling. Beautiful moldings above the windows. Move in ready!

$148,900

] -

116 STONERIDGE: Locatsd of the end of Stoneridge, this 3BR/2BA w/amily room & sun
room offers peace & quist in town. New roof in 2013 & new HVAC in 2011. Tons of updates:
recessed lighting, under cabinet lighting in kitchen, newer stainless steel applionces, 2
walk-in ¢losets in MBR, new laminate flooting throughout except family room. Unbelisvable
storage! Quiside there is o shop wielectricity, o shed, 2-car carport w/storage room. Deck
wraps around 3 sides of the house & there's a front covered porch w/swing.

113 WINDOVER WAY - $149,900 - Updated & ready to move in!
2BR/2BA home with new floor coveting, roof, counferfop & more.
JACKIE THOMPSON 406-1231 & TERRI AVERETT 406-2072
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PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. CHRISTOPHER FREEMAN

A UH-60M Black Hawk assigned to C Company, 3rd General Support Aviation Battalion, 82nd Combat
Aviation Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division, lifts up Pfc. Penliksonjuno Elley, cavalry scout assigned to
1st Squadron, 73rd Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, Fort Bragg, N.C., Oct. 21 during a
training exercise. Elley played the role of an injured paratrooper during the exercise.

PHOTO BY SPC. CHASE GEIGER

Soldiers assigned to the Estonian scouts watch an AH-64 Apache from the 12th CAB taxi by while waiting
to board a GH-47F Chinook to conduct an early morning insertion.

12TH GAB

Soldiers provide airpower to
Exercise Trident Juncture 15

By Sgt. Thomas Mort
12th Combat Aviation Brigade
Public Affairs

ZARAGOZA, Spain — The 12th Com-
bat Aviation Brigade deployed more than
180 Soldiers and completed training in
close combat attack, air assaults, sling-
loads, downed aircraft recovery, refueling
and air-to-ground operations, along with
the integration of joint multinational ele-
ments in support of Exercise Trident Junc-
ture 15, which concluded Nov. 5.

The 1-3rd Attack Reconnaissance Bat-
talion led the task force in support of the
mission command element, with support
from 1st Battalion, 214th Aviation Regi-
ment and 4-3rd Assault Helicopter Battal-
ion. Thistraining validated the 12th CAB’s
ability to deliver expeditionary Aviation
support to multiple partner nations.

“We’re here to support our NATO al-
lies, and show our capabilities and what
we can bring to the fight,” said WO1 Mi-

SEE 12TH CAB, PAGE B4

By Air Force Senior Airman Weston
Warburton
Joint Task Force-Bravo Public Affairs

BELIZE CITY, Belize — Belizean se-
curity forces and Joint Task Force-Bravo
partnered during Operation CARACOL, a
marijuana eradication mission, led by Be-
lizean intelligence forces throughout vari-
ous sectors of Belize, Oct. 26-30.

The purpose of the operation was to
build upon the counter-drug partnership
between the United States and Belize, and
put Belizean security forces in the front
seat in terms of establishing potential ar-
eas where marijuana farms might exist,
determining their impact to the drug trade
in the region and then eliminating fields
they identified as targets.

“I was very impressed to see the dif-
ferent units come together at the tacti-
cal and operational level to conduct such
a difficult mission,” said Maj. Douglas
Hoyt, JTF-B planning officer. “The Be-
lize Defense Force, Mobile Interdiction
Team, Anti-Narcotics Unit, Belize Coast
Guard, Belize Police Department, and
1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment
all brought their expertise together to
form a strong team that was commanded
and controlled under the Belize Joint In-
telligence and Operation Center at Price
Barracks.”

Once the CH-47 Chinooks and UH-60

PHOTO BY AIR FORCE SENIOR AIRMAN WESTIN WARBURTON

Two 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment CH-47 Chinooks provide Belizean security forces an
opportunity to practice climbing in and out of the aircraft before using the skills learned to eradicate

marijuana fields in Belize Oct. 26.

Black Hawk helicopters rendezvoused
with the Belizean eradication teams, the
Belizean participants received ladder
training to familiarize themselves on how
to exit and enter the Chinooks safely. Af-
ter the teams gained proficiency on the
ladders, they moved into the eradication
phase of the mission, applying the training
they just received.

Maj. Richard Hull, 1-228th Avn. opera-

tions and training officer, emphasized that
relationships not only with the BDF, but
also the Belize Air Wing, Coast Guard,
Police Department and Embassy contrib-
uted to the success of the operation.

“If there’s a future operation, such as
humanitarian assistance or disaster relief,
we already have relationships built and
we’re better prepared and able to help
support not only Belize, but all of Central

America,” Hull said.

Throughout the course of the mission,
the security forces destroyed more than
50,000 marijuana plants. The Chinooks
inserted Belizean forces into previously
scouted marijuana fields and extracted
them after the crops were destroyed.

“This combined force effectively
planned and executed intelligence-driven
operations that significantly reduced the
number of illicit drugs illegally produced
in remote jungle areas of Belize,” Hoyt
said. “It is an excellent example of how
security cooperation should look.”

Multi-national operations often present
various challenges in which the success
of missions depends on those in involved
overcoming them before execution.

“There are always going to be challeng-
es, there are always going to be issues. The
No. 1 thing we focus on is planning,” Hull
said. “It’s important that we are all there
working together as a team and that we
have a common goal in mind.”

A UH-60 Black Hawk remained on
hand throughout the operation to provide
medical evacuation as a safety precaution,
while two CH-47s transported BDF mem-
bers to the fields for eradication.

Hull said that planning for this mission
started months in advance with intelli-
gence agencies on both ends pooling their
information to set the eradication teams up
for success.

Future Vertical Lift getting top-notch design architecture

By David Vergun
Army News Service

SPRINGFIELD, Va. — Future
Vertical Lift is an initiative looking
at the next-generation of rotorcraft
for 2040 and beyond for the U.S.
military.

FVL recently added new archi-
tecture, which promises to increase
safety and security, and reduce cost
overruns, delays and performance
problems, according to Alex Boyd-
ston.

It’s called Architecture Centric
Virtual Integration Process, a type
of Joint Common Architecture, and
it’s so new, it’s still in the demon-
stration phase.

Boydston, who is a project engi-
neer for Joint Multi-Role Mission
Systems Architecture Demonstra-
tion for the U.S. Army Aviation
and Missile Research, Develop-
ment and Engineering Center,
Aviation Development Directorate
at Redstone Arsenal, spoke Oct. 29
at the National Defense Industrial
Association-sponsored 18th annual

Systems Engineering Conference
about the ACVIP Shadow Effort
conducted on the JIMR MSAD pro-
gram’s recent JCA demonstration.

What'’s this architecture?
Avrchitecture consists of a plan,
standard procedures, software,
computer language and models
shared by all of the engineers. It
can be thought of like a blueprint
that an architect creates to erect a
building, but in this case, an air-
craft.
“An

important  aspect  of

ARMY GRAPHIC BY AMRDEC VIZLAB

An artist’s conception of future Army rotorcraft is shown.

ACVIP,” Boydston said, “is that it
contains “a single source of truth,’
which means that information in
the architecture models are stored
in such a way that when updates or
changes are made, revised infor-
mation is available to all designers
and analysts so there are no incon-
sistencies.”

It’s a sole reference for the Army
— which is the lead for FVL and
which holds the architecture repos-
itory — as well as the other military
services and contractors with their
second- and third-tier vendors.

“Without this single source of
truth, there would be ambiguity in
the design and the requirements,
leading to defects, which most
likely would result in major rework
in later phases of the development
process,” he said.

The models used in the architec-
ture are not only used by the design
teams and engineers, they will be
used by the requirements and ac-
quisition communities, as well, he
said.

Since there’s a commonality
and standardization within ACVIP,
communications between the ac-
quisition and requirements com-
munity, contractors, engineers and
decision makers should be a lot
more effective than in previous sys-
tem builds, he said, adding that he
thinks this is a “paradigm shift,” a
term he said he doesn’t use lightly.

The architecture will remain
intact throughout the lifecycle of
FVL, Boydston said, which means
most likely for the remainder of this
century. Nothing will be thrown
away or lost, he said.

How ACVIP emerged

The foundation for ACVIP has
its origins with the Aerospace
\ehicle Systems Institute, a con-
sortium of commercial aerospace
companies and government agen-
cies, Boydston said.

In 2008, AVSI launched System
Avrchitecture Virtual Integration “to
address the problem of growth in
complexity in systems leading to
cost and schedule overruns,” he
said.

The objective was to develop a
standards-based Virtual Integration
Process that allows multiple parties
to integrate and analyze systems
virtually throughout the develop-
ment lifecycle.

ACVIP’s architecture, built two
years ago, “leverages SAVI to a
great extent,” Boydston said.

The next step was to select a
computer language.

AMRDEC did a survey of sev-
eral architectural description lan-

SEE DESIGN, PAGE B4
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(334) 347-9533 ¢ (800) 779-2557

('é) ANNOUNCEMENTS

[ K]
( IM) EMPLOYMENT

= 2-Lots for Sale at
Ward Wilson Memory Hill
Call 1-334-672-0752 or 1-334-701-0294.

YARD & ESTATE SALES

ESTATE SALE 148 Spring Ln. in Ozark
Fri. 20th & Sat. 21st 8am, Sun. 22nd 12noon
Sale conducted by Reece Antiques.
Too many items to list.

() MERCHANDISE

FIREWOOD & FUEL

Split Oak Firewood
Delivered in the Wiregrass!
$75 For a Full Sized Pickup load.
$13 for 5 Gallon bucket of kindling wood.

m 334-393-9923 ¢=

HEALTH PRODUCTS

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED | BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES
CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

JEWELRY & WATCHES

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools
West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

(a'o PETS & ANIMALS

Lg Red Nose Pit Bull Mix. Loving Girl, great with
humans. Only dog. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097
Lab/Am. Bulldog Mix. White w/golden spotted
ears. Loving/Playful. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097
Handsome Brindle Bully Mix. Playful/Energetic
Companion. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

Maltese XMAS Puppies!
Small Females & Males
Will hold with deposit
ADORABLE!!
Call 334-703-2500
Young, Sleek Black Lab. Playful/Athletic/
Loving. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097.

~v
(.) FARMER’'S MARKET

I-Sc;rv-in; tTle-c;m-me-ity- fo-r 55-: y-ea;'s_l
Now Open Jackson Farms
Grand Ridge, Florida

U-Pick Tomatoes

Bring your own bucket! 7 days a week.

= 850-592-5579 «~

Fe==—=-—-

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH GREEN
PEANUTS

850-352-2199 or 850-352-4423
850-209-3322 or 850-573-6594

Peanut Shack 4128 Hwy 231

Satsuma, Pink Grapefruit & Navel Oranges

$20.00 Per box (can ship as gift)
Bar-L Ranch Hwy 73 South (South of Marianna)
on Laramore Rd. Call 850-209-5506

SAWYER’S PRODUCE

HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Vine Ripe Tomatoes, Shelled
Peas & squash and more!
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern

= 334-793-6690
BIG TREES

12 ft.tall 30 gal.
$49.95 ea.
Live Oaks and
Crepe Myrtle
334-692-3695

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area. No tract too small
v Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
» 334-389-2003 4=

IT’S AS EASY AS

1.caL
2. PLACE YOUR AD

3. GET RESULTS

Job Announcement
The Coffee County Commission will be
accepting applications for the position of
Accounts Payable Clerk.

Job Requirements: valid driver’s license; high
school diploma or equivalent; previous office
experience preferred; proficiency in
Microsoft Word and Excel. Duties include:
process all purchase orders and invoices for
payment; clerical duties; maintain financial
records; order supplies for all offices.

A more detailed job description is available
at the Alabama Career Center.

Salary range: $11.21 - $19.81 per hour.
All applications/resumes must be submitted
to the Alabama Career Center.

No faxes, emails, etc. forwarded to the
Commission Office will be accepted!
Closing date November 27, 2015 at
the end of the business day.

EDUCATION, TRAINING & LIBRARY

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Classis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satelite dish, includes 10K Ib. blue Ox tow
bar & brake buddy. $69,900.

850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Travel Supreme Select 2003 Spartan Chassis ,
45 ft., 4-slides, 55K miles, 12K generator,

500 HP. Diesel Cummings, all electric.
$140,000 334-596-5744.

Winnebago 2014 Vista

26HE, V10 gas, 1-slide,
hyd-jacks, 19 ft. electric
awning, rear camera, HD
TV, leather, many extras.
6,900 miles, ONLY $59,000 334-797-0324

TRAVEL TRAILER LOTS FOR RENT

Heartland 2013 Pioneer QB ,
30ft. travel trailer, 1-slide,
Q-bed, quad bunks, dinette
= & couch convert to beds,
sleeps 8-10, 3 burner stove,
microwave, refrigerator, great condition.
$13,900. OBO 334-596-5847.

e —

— — o~

ENTERPRISE| | 'STATE
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

—— ALABAMA AVIATION CENTER

u SECRETARY, DIRECTOR OF
INSTITUTIONAL EFFECTIVENESS
AND PLANNING

® [NSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY
SUPPORT SPECIALIST

For more information visit oyr web site at
www.escc.edu.

Human Resources, ESCC, PO Box 1300,
Enterprise, AL 36331, (334) 347-2623

Enterprise State Community College is an EOE

The Coffee County Board of Education is
seeking applications for the following
administrative and classified positions:

Special Programs Coordinator -
Central Office

This position will include coordinator
oversight of the following: Career and
Technical Education, Co-op, Secondary
Curriculum, Transportation, Bus
Driver/Student Drug Testing, Operations,
Facilities, Maintenance, School Safety,
Capital Planning and Facilities Assessment.

School Custodian -
New Brockton High School

To be considered for employment
completion of an on-line application is
required. For a listing of positions and to
access the on-line application please visit:
www.alsde.edu/TeachinAlabama or
www.coffeecountyschools.org .

Please call Jennifer Piland at 334-897-5016
if additional information is required.
EOE- The Coffee County Board of
Education is an E-Verify Employer.

Purchasing/Inventory Control

Enterprise Paper & Janitorial is seeking a
full time person for our
Purchasing/Inventory Control position.
Candidates should be organized and
dependable with good communication
skills. The responsibilities of this position
include, but are not limited to: placing
orders with vendors, maintaining
inventory in our inventory software,
processing pick tickets and invoices,
and assisting customers. Purchasing
experience is preferred.

Please bring or send resume to:
Enterprise Paper & Janitorial
300 Airport Road
Enterprise, AL 36330

HEALTHCARE

Wanted Full Time Dental Assistant
» preferred experience but will train.
Please send resume to: Box " GG "

(%) TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

BMW 1998
740iL, loaded,
leather, sun-
roof, 4 door se-
dan, V-8, clean,
123,000 miles, excellent, $4795 . 334-
790-7959.

Cadillac 1981 Fleetwood DElegance Brougham
diesel, 4-dr. 1 owner. 127,200 actual miles.
Clean. Avg. 25 miles per gallon. $3,900. Call
850-569-2697

Dodge 2002 Intrepid , approx. 58K miles,
tan in color $5500. 334-248-6043.

DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE ?
*0 down Ride Today.
Good Credit, Bad Credit?
No Credit Guaranteed Approval
Buy here Pay here
Pass, REPO, BK’S,
SSI & VA OK Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550
AKA Mr. Ride today!
#1, 5 yrs in a row. *Call for more info.

Lincoln 2003
Town Car Exec-
utive, loaded,
leather, like,
48,000 one own-
er miles. $7500. 334-790-7959.

Mercury 2002
Grand Marquis
GS, loaded,
leather, 1 own-
er, 66,000
miles, like new, $5500. 334-790-7959.

Mini Cooper 2007 S Conver-

tible, clean, great cond.,

107k, service record, auto-

"= matic, super charged, sil-

| ver w/ black leather seats,

. premium package, premi-
um Harman Kardon sound,

new tires & floor mats. $9400 Call 334-703-9060

AUTOS FOR SALE

Nissan 1995 pick up, 141 K miles, cold AC,
good tires, nice truck. $2995. 334-792-8018

; Toyota 1999
e e ]@‘. Camry SE, load-
af " miles, cold air,

ed, 111,000
like new, $4995

. 334-790-7959.
MOTORCYCLES

Bk Ak 2011 Sk
GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENT !
Harley Davidson ZSuperglide Custom
Adult owned, factory original, garage kept.
» Lovingly cared for =
fog lights, windshield, back rest, alarm
system with pager, luggage rack,
mint condition, 15 K miles, original owner.
4 $12,500 Call 334-598-0061 4= &

=

Trike 2002 Road King
Classic, garaged,

¢! lowered, runs well,
beautiful, vance & hines
pipes, lots of chrome,
17,300 miles, $18,500. 88 yr. old owner

Bill 334-762-2700 or Call: 334-714-9607

Victory Kingpin 2006 , red in color, 100 cubic
inch & 6 speed overdrive, 7500 miles, exc cond.
$6000. OBO 334-797-9328.

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

F150 2014 XLT Super Crew 4x4, 3.5L eco boost,
leather, with all accessories, spray on liner,
blue jeans met. 4000 miles, like new condition,
$35,900. 334-723-2985.

Finish Line Trailer,

- heavy duty, 8ft. x 18ft.

E'8s 2013 model. only pulled
E1 1500 miles. 402-469-7983.

Located In Marianna.

Ford 1998 Ranger , 289k miles, new paint, AC,
good tires, $2000 OBO. Call 334-585-5288

Mazda 1992 Pick-up 5-speed , good condition,
new wheels, cold air. $2800. OBO 334-790-5050.

VANS

Honda 2007 Odyssey Ex-L: FSBO: Leather, heated
seats, new tires, new battery, new brakes. 167k
miles. Runs great. All maintenance records on
hand. $6,500 obo. 334-701-9800 or 334-798-1373

WANTED AUTOS

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Ranger 's 24 Hour Towing

AUTO BODY & RECYCLING
PAYING TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK CARS

Buy It!
Sell It!
Find It!

IN/Moore
“H™rucking

NOW HIRING CDL DRIVERS

Van Division located in Opp, AL
Flatbed Division located in Birmingham, AL

*5,000

SIGN ON BONUS

For more information please call

Van Division: 1-800-241-1468
Flatbed Division: 1-877-366-6566

The Dothan Eagle 227 N. Oates St.
Dothan, AL 36303
@ RESIDENTIAL

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

Hidden Glen has a $99 move in special! Units

are 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath. Includes washer and

dryer hookups, dishwasher, central heat/air, and

outdoor storage. Complex has a pool, and picnic

area with grills. We are under new management.
Call the office at (334)379-4493.

[(3%) RECREATION

1980 Boston Whaler Revenge , 1994 Mercury
200. Also comes with Tandem trailer , $10,000
OBO. MUST SELL! for health reason. Call Ken
229-334-5723.

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

Dutchman 2006 Travel Trailer , 28ft. 1-owner,
(older couple) king bed, 2 doors, Lg. corner
shower, triple roll out, excellent condition,
see to believe! $9850. 334-596-4366.

LESAFFRE-Z2

YEAST CORPORATION
Lesaffre Yeast Corporation and Red Star Yeast Company LLC

In partnership with Alabama’s Career Center System, Personnel Resources
and Henry County Probate Judge David Money.

Are recruiting for the following full-time positions for our new Dryer facility in
Dothan/Headland Alabama:
13 Operators

RED STAR S

Yeost Compony LLC

2 Laboratory Technicians

1 Lead Operator

Alabama’s Career Center System
http://joblink.alabama.go v/ada/
787 Ross Clark Circle
Dothan, Al 36303
Contact: Jenny Stephens
334-792-2121

Montana 2007 5th wheel , 33 ft., 3-slides, wash-
er, dryer & 2006 Dodge Diesel 2500. Both good
condition & clean. $42,000 FIRM or will sell 5th
wheel separate. Call for details 334-693-0609 or

Alabama’s
Career Center System

These position will initially be 8h/shifts positions, after a certain period of time, they will
change to 12h/shifts position.
The company offers very competitive benefits and pay.

Interested candidates should apply through

An Invite-Only Job Fair will be held on December 1, 2015 in Headland
Qualified Candidates will be contacted to attend for Job Fair.

.®. Personnel
T Y Resources

Personnel Resources
http://www.prdothan.com/
5855 W. Main Street
Dothan, Al 36305
Contact: Anna Brooke Phillips
334-836-1370

DAVID
MONEY

J
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GETS YOU A MONTHLY LISTING
IN PRINT & ONLINE IN THESE
AWESOME PUBLICATIONS:

DOTHAN EAGLE ¢ ENTERPRISE LEDGER ¢ JC FLORIDAN
EUFAULA TRIBUNE + DOTHAN PROGRESS
ARMY FLIER & WIREGRASS MARKET PLACE

item hasn't sold?

NO PROBLEML

JUST GIVE US A CALL AT THE END OF THE
MONTH AND WE’LL CONTINUE YOUR
LISTING UNTIL IT SELLS!

2006 Chevy 4x4 r 2004 Toyota

& Light Grey color, only Sequoia
= 1 owner, 82k miles, 98k miles, leather,
==4| power everything. good condition.
= | Great condition. Asking $12,000.
$15,000. 555-5555 555-5555

FOR MORE INFO:

1.800.779.2357

Gall today!

PRINT. INSERT. DELIVER.

Get results NOW with four-color print and deliver inserts.

8.5°x11" « /0# Coated Stock * Multiple Drop Options
Full Process Color ¢ Prinfed Both Sides

Reach 32,500 homes in Coffee and Dale Counties for only $1,430.
Other sizes and quantities available.

10
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CONELESS WINGS AND FRIES

MEET WOWL INTERNET, CABLE AND PHONE.

BUNDLE ALL 3 SERVICES

ssssss + PRICE GUARANTEED “TIL 2015 L / :
-+ NOCONTRACTS 4 : 120 Day
-+ G MY HONEY-BACK ARANTE v oMo | IN HoME

Comfort Test :

J Rsnaans APPLY

Packages with tons of channels

ONTH
e @) wowoeie
hoose from 3 speeds up to 25Mbps
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Person: mepage  AddanHD/DVR

1D and more
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For more information,
contact the Enterprise Ledger advertising sales at

334.347.9533
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12th CAB: Operation

showcases ability to
support NATO allies

Continued from Page B1

chael Dinicola, a CH-47 Chinook pilot
with H Company, 1-214th Avn. Regt.,
12th CAB.

The exercise involved 36,000 par-
ticipants from more than 30 nations
throughout Spain, Italy, Portugal, Canada,
Norway, Germany, Belgium and the Neth-
erlands.

Trident Juncture demonstrated NATO’s
new increased level of ambition in joint
modern warfare to showcase a capable,
forward leaning alliance equipped with the
appropriate capability and capacity to meet
present and future security challenges. More
than 12 major international organizations,

aid agencies and nongovernmental
organizations, such as the European Union
and African Union also participated in
the exercise, demonstrating NATO’s
commitment and contribution to a
comprehensive approach.

“(Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, U.S. Army Eu-
rope commanding general) continually
reinforces the idea that USAREUR must
make 30,000 Soldiers look like 300,000,”
said Capt. Denis Alfin, exercise lead plan-
ner for 12th CAB. “(The) 12th CAB has
done the exact same thing with our air-
craft and crews in this exercise, maximiz-
ing their support to our NATO partners.”

The 12th CAB’s participation in Tri-
dent Juncture demonstrated the brigade’s

PHOTO BY SGT. THOMAS MORT

Two GH-47F Chinooks from H Co., 1-214th Avn. Regt., 12th CAB take off en route to retrieve air assault
troops in preparation for an air assault mission as part of NATO Exercise Trident Juncture 2015 in

Zaragoza, Spain, Nov. 3.

ability to continue to conduct expedition-
ary Aviation operations in support of its
NATO allies. The exercise not only dem-
onstrated the brigade’s ability to continue

to operate with multinational partners, but
also the “heel-to-toe” nature of the out-
going rotational Aviation unit in its last
weeks in Europe, Alfin added.

Design: Demonstrations reduce future risks for FVL systems

Continued from Page B1

guages and found that Architecture
Analysis and Design Language
was a good language to use when
describing “complex software and
an intensive system,” which FVL
will feature.

The AADL will likely be used as
the modeling language and will be
integrated within the software and
hardware that controls FVL and its
mission systems. AMRDEC is also
looking at using other languages
like Unified Modeling Language,
he added.

Software important

Getting the software right from
the get-go is no small matter of im-
portance, Boydston said.

“Software interaction complex-
ity drives system costs,” he said,
noting that in 1997, software as a
percentage of total system cost for
the average new system was 45
percent. By 2010, it was 66 per-
cent, and by 2024, it’s expected to
be 88 percent.

Much of that cost was on post
unit-test software rework, he said,

NOW OPEN ...

Specializing in 3D/4D ultrasound
and Gender Reveal as early as 15 weeks.

adding that a lot of those software
problems originate early in the de-
sign phase so now is the time to get
it right.

Also, corrupt software can result
in false positives, false negatives
and untimely information, which
can have “catastrophic conse-
quences,” he said.

Another area of concern for
software that is being addressed
is in the area of portability, modu-
larity and reuse. These concerns
are being addressed by the Future
Airborne Capability Environment
Standard and the JCA reference
architecture. The FACE Standard
is an open standard established be-
tween the Department of Defense
and Industry.

Scott Dennis, director of the
AMRDEC’s Software Engineer-
ing Directorate, Aviation Systems
Integration Facility, said “FACE
is working to establish a software
common operating environment
that allows portability and the cre-
ation of software product lines for
the entire military vertical lift com-
munity and does this in consensus
fashion.”

Affordable pricing & extended hours
for your convenience

The Navy and Army were
founding members of the FACE
consortium in 2009. The consor-
tium’s purpose is to establish an
open software architecture to help
achieve commonality.

While FACE provides an ar-
chitectural framework, it does not
define the applications that will re-
side within the layers of the FACE
architecture. This is where the JCA
comes in. JCA is a reference archi-
tecture designed for the FVL fam-
ily of systems.

JCA will guide and constrain
the future architecture implemen-
tations by providing a common
lexicon and taxonomy, a common
architecture vision and modulariza-
tion and complementary context.
The Army is working with industry
via the Vertical Lift Consortium to
define and decompose the mission
level capabilities that will reside in
amission computer operating envi-
ronment.

Putting them to the test

The JMR MSAD program is
conducting a series of science
and technology demonstrations

to reduce risk for FVL and prove
the utility of FACE, JCA, ACVIP,
and other processes, tools and
standards. The JCA Demo was
completed this year. Its goals were
to validate the JCA and FACE
approaches, mature JCA, FACE
Standard and Ecosystem tools and
business practices, and gain experi-
ence implementing a model-based
acquisition approach.

The JCA Demo culminated with
a meeting in Huntsville in May
with more than 75 lessons learned
captured to be used in moving
forward with the FACE Standard,
JCA Reference Architecture and
ACVIP.

ACVIP timeline

Near-term tasks for IMR MSAD
include continued development of
the JCA Reference Architecture,
an Objective Mission Equipment
Package definition, and continued
collaboration with the FACE Con-
sortium.

Near-term MSAD tasks for
ACVIP include developing hand-
books, conducting training and
providing mentoring in AADL and

,.-'
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Expect to be amazed as you see your little one
yawn, smile and kick for the first time.

Bring
3 canned food
items & receive

We offer a memorable bonding experience you
and your family can treasure for a lifetime.

Visit www.seewhoskickin3d4d.com

an additional

$5 off!

to check out our monthly specials.
GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE AVAILABLE!

MILITARY
10% OFF
all
Packages

Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?

o Dont let security clearance issues jeopardize your employment or career.
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ACVIP, standing up an ACVIP
“community of practice” and pro-
viding tools for use in upcoming
demonstrations.

The next JMR MSAD demon-
stration will be the Architecture
Implementation Process Demon-
stration, which is expected to be
posted on www.fbo.gov this month.
In 2018, a follow-on demonstration
called the Mission Systems Archi-
tecture Capstone Demonstration is
expected.

“With the expected start of the
first FVL program in the 2019
timeframe, the processes, tools,
standards and guidelines need to
be matured, debugged, verified and
validated to ensure there are no sur-
prises,” Boydston said.

Boydston said the JIMR MSAD
team wants to deliver standards,
tools and process guidance to the
FVL program that are mature.

“We’re skeptical” of everything
until it’s fully tested out, he said.
“We don’t want the FVL PM to
have problems. We’re trying to
draw down their risk through our
S and T research and demonstra-

TIM WATSON

VA Loans
FHA Loan

USDA 100% Financing

Refinance

New Home Purchase
100% Cash Out On VA Refinance

As aformer U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has
been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,
covering all areas of government concern including:

WE ARE MOVING TO OUR NEW LOCATION:
3124 West Main St. * Suite 6
Dothan, Al 36305

* Criminal Conduct

* Sexual Behavior

* Foreign Influence

* Foreign Preference

® Misuse of Information
Technology

® Financial
Considerations

* Security Violations

* Drug Involvement

* Alcohol Consumption

* Personal Conduct

PEMED.

“T am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both a military
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs. My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the

NMLS # 65084

Homelown

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services
he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit
www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

s”&'g%#‘;g %‘gs clearance issue to rest at the 1
2000, 2013, & 2014 lowest possible level. T handle C ct R S ks ! NOW' t"

cases throughout the United onta on Y S ¢

1%3&?\?\70%\;”6 States and, f neded, willfy Personal email rsykstus@bondnbotes.com. Direct Office Phone 256-713-0221
to your location to represent

AV PREEMINENT ing”
you at your hearing 9 4 2 ]
RATING BY “LIKE us on Facebook 7
MARTINDALE-HUBBELL BoND, BOTES, SYKSTUS, TANNER & EZZELL, P.C. _1 WWW. mOI‘tgagemantlm com
NCMS MEMBER

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 225 PRATT AVENUE « HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

Alabama Bar rules require the following: No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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MEAL PREP
Practice proper
food safety while
celebrating holidays

Story on Page C3

Post celebrates
military families
at outdoor event

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Nearly 300 Soldiers and family members braved the
cooling autumn weather to gather around a fire to roast
marshmallows and listen to the garrison commander read
a story Friday for a night under the stars

As part of Fort Rucker’s tribute to its military families
during Month of the Military Family, the Directorate of
Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation held its Camp-
ing Under the Stars, where families were invited to gather
along West Beach at Lake Tholocco and warm up by the
fire for a night of storytelling, s’mores and movies.

“Some families do not have the opportunity to go camp-
ing together, so (DFMWR) wanted to celebrate the mili-
tary family by providing an awesome venue out at Lake
Tholocco to allow the families to enjoy the great outdoors
for a free, fun-filled evening under the stars,” said Kristi
Fink, DFMWR special events coordinator. “Camping is
a great activity for families to enjoy some quality time
together.”

A special appearance was made by Col. Shannon T.
Miller, Fort Rucker garrison commander, who was on
hand to read a story for campers, as well as the first-time
appearance by Sgt. Ted. E. Bear in the fur.

Alyssa Jameson, military spouse, came out with her
two children, Daniel, 9, and Jana, 7, for a night that they
might not get to experience otherwise, said the mother of
two.

“| think that events like this are really great for me and
my children because it’s not something we would nor-
mally do,” she said. “Being a family that moves around a
lot in the military, we don’t really get a lot of opportuni-
ties to go camping because when you’re in the military,
you kind of prioritize the things that you’re going to need
from move to move, and a lot of times recreational equip-
ment doesn’t make it with you from installation to instal-
lation.”

Since the Jamesons were without camping equipment,
DFMWR was able to provide them with a tent if they
wanted to spend the night under the stars, she said.

“l was glad to hear that they would let us use a tent in
case the kids wanted to stay out for the night,” said Jame-
son. “They’ve had a great time, so far, roasting marshmal-
lows and getting to play with the other children, so I'm

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

Position: Installation BOSS
Secretary

Duties: Record and prepare the
minutes of Better Opportunities for
Single Soldiers committee meetings.
Become a subject matter expert on
the BOSS program. Assume the
duties of the president in the absence
of the president, vice president and
treasurer. If interested, call 255-
9180.

Position: Installation BOSS
Treasurer

Duties: Prepare and render financial
reports at meetings, as needed. Serve as
chairperson for the finance committee.
Responsible for cash controls at all
events where monies are allowed. If
interested, call 255-9810.

Position: Installation BOSS Vice
President

Duties: Serve as chairperson of the
BOSS volunteer committee. Assume
the duties of the president in his or her
absence. If interested, call 255-9180.

Position: Intramural Sports
Assistant with Sports, Fitness and
Aquatics

Duties: Light duty setup and
breakdown of sports, fitness and
aquatics branch fields and courts to
include sporting equipment, lights,
etc. If interested, call 255-2393.

Position: Activities Support

Duties: Provide assistance to key
volunteers in BOSS programs and
other programs supported by the .
BOSS program. If interested, call

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

Col. Shannon T. Miller, Fort Rucker garrison commander, reads to children during Camping Under the Stars on West Beach at Lake

Tholocco Friday.

Sgt. Ted E. Bear greets children during his first-ever appearance at

Camping Under the Stars.

Families gather around a camp fire as they roast their marshmal-

lows during Camping Under the Stars.

sure they’ll remember this for a while to come. I’'m just
glad that they’re able to have this kind of experience.”
The event also featured inflatable bounce houses and
slides that children were able to play on, as well as a mov-
ie showing on a large inflatable screen to keep families

entertained throughout the night.

“I really liked the slide and getting to cook the marsh-
mallows,” said Daniel. “It was kind of cold but I didn’t
mind it because we got to stay next to the fire while we
put our marshmallows in them, so I had a lot of fun.”

ACS offers holiday financial tips

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

The holiday season often produces
financial strain for families, but proper
planning can help reduce the spending
stress.

However, according to Mike Burden,
Army Community Service accredited
financial counselor, families don’t often
have a plan.

“Regrettably, many of us do not have
a spending plan for holiday spending,”
he said. “We do not budget for purchas-
es and usually spend more than expect-
ed. The typical American family spends
approximately 1 percent of annual in-
come on holiday shopping. Stick to that
guideline to ensure your purchases are
not spinning out of control.

“Unfortunately, some use credit cards,
emergency funds and retirement funds
to purchase gifts,” he added. “This prac-
tice usually causes additional holiday
stress, and this stress can continue un-
til we have replenished our emergency
fund and paid off our holiday debts.”

Burden said an important and viable
way to save money during the holidays
is to plan ahead, set a practical limit and
stay on budget.

“Of course, this takes self-discipline,”
he said. “One method is to start our hol-
iday savings plan in January for the Oc-
tober through December buying events.
Many consumers establish a special
savings account for this purpose and
pay themselves first by making monthly
deposits into the ‘holiday account.’

“Prior to establishing this account,
consumers set a limit on holiday spend-
ing so they will have a savings goal
for the holidays,” he added. “It may
also help if we have an agreement with
our partner or another family mem-
ber to keep you both from overspend-
ing. Don’t forget to budget for holiday
travel, postage for Christmas cards, and
holiday party favors and home decora-
tions. Remember, the less we spend on

holiday gifts, the more we will have to
fund other important financial goals.”

Proper planning and sticking to a
budget are the best methods for avoid-
ing financial stress during the holiday
season, but Burden offered additional
tips to consider while shopping.

“Another way to save money during
the holidays is to purchase gifts through-
out the year during sales events,” he
said. “We can save by making purchas-
es on our holiday shopping lists during
special events including Labor Day,
Memorial Day, tax free days, Black Fri-
day and other special sale days prior to
the holiday season.

“Additionally, many are making holi-
day gifts themselves,” he added. “This
practice not only saves money, but also
provides the recipient with a unique
gift and the appreciation that someone
cares enough to take their time to make
a gift especially for them. Also, during
the holidays, some people make an ex-
tra batch of cookies, brownies, or other
baked goods to give to neighbors and
friends.”

Burden urged caution when using
credit to make purchases during the
holiday season.

“During the holiday season, financial
counselors usually implore us to use
credit sparingly and cautiously, espe-
cially if we are predisposed to last-min-
ute holiday buying,” he said. “If we fol-

ARMY GRAPHIC

low the advice above, using credit for
purchases during the holidays should be
minimal. Also, since credit is a conve-
nient way to track spending, many pre-
fer using credit over cash. Additionally,
some prefer using credit cards because
the purchase can be challenged if the
service or product does not meet ex-
pectations, or is defective or damaged
during shipment. However, if using
credit instead of cash, remember to stay
within budget and pay off the balance
during the grace period prior to interest
being charged. Use your rewards card
or the card that offers the lowest inter-
est rate.”

If Soldiers and family members are
experiencing financial hardship, they
may contact the ACS financial readiness
program or Army Emergency Relief at
255-9631 and 255-2341 for assistance.

The post chapel also offers a financial
program beginning in January. To regis-
ter, contact the chapel at 255-3274.

“Whether we celebrate Christmas,
Hanukkah or Kwanzaa, keeping the
holiday’s spiritual message is a good an-
tidote to the holiday stressors and gim-
mies,” Burden said. “Instead of spend-
ing weekends leading up to Christmas
with online shopping or in the mall, it
might be a lot better gift to spend our
time with our family and save money
for more important purchases or for
giving to those less fortunate.”
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YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO FORT RUCKER EVENTS , SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS NOON THURSDAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK'S EDITION.

Right Arm Night

The Landing Zone will host Right Arm
Night today from 4-6 p.m. Right Arm Night
is an Army tradition, promoting a night of
camaraderie and esprit de corps as leaders
come together and treat those who help them
accomplish the mission. Complimentary ap-
petizers will be served while supplies last.
Right Arm Night is held every month, and
both military and civilians are welcome. For
more information, call 598-8025.

Military family photo contest

The Fort Rucker Directorate of Family, and
Morale, Welfare and Recreations is hosting
a military family photo contest now through
Friday. People can submit their military family
photo to DFMWR and tell how and why their
family keeps the Army strong for a chance to
light the post Christmas tree. People can up-
load their photo on Facebook and should tag
@fortruckermwr or submit the photos online
at ftruckermwr.com.

For complete details, visit www.ftruckerm-
wr.com. By submitting photos, people grant
Fort Rucker MWR the use and publishing of
images in print, electronically or in any other
medium.

Handmade ornament contest

The Fort Rucker Directorate of Family, and
Morale, Welfare and Recreation will hold a
handmade ornament contest for children ages
3—11 now-Wednesday. Ornaments may be
turned in to the youth center, child develop-
ment center or parent central services (Bldg.
5700). Prizes will be awarded to first-place
entries in the following categories: 3-5 years
old, 6-8 years old and 9-11 years old. Awards
will be presented at the post Christmas tree
lighting ceremony. All handmade ornament
entries will be displayed on the post Christ-
mas tree. Participants should label their entry
with the child’s name and age, and the guard-
ian’s name and contact information.

For more information, call 255-1749.

Black Friday shopping trip

MWR Central will host a Black Friday
shopping day trip Nov. 27 to Silver Sands
Outlet Mall in Destin, Florida. The trip is
open to the public. Departure time from Bldg.
5700 is at midnight to travel to Destin. The
departure time from Silver Sands Outlet to re-
turn is 9 a.m. The cost is $25 per person, and
includes transportation to and from the outlet
mall. The trip is limited to 26 patrons, ages 10
and older. People need to register by Friday.

For more information or to register, stop
by MWR Central, or call 255-2997 or 255-
9517.

Family appreciation at youth center

The Fort Rucker Youth Center will host
a military family appreciation event Friday
from 5:30-9:30 p.m. at the center in Bldg.
2800 on Seventh Avenue. Admission is free
to all active middle school teen members,
ages 11-18. Guests are welcome to attend for
$10 each and a photo ID is required for age
verification. Refreshments will be served. Ac-
tivities will include: laser tag, mobile game
theater, new NERF Wars Arena and more.

For more information, call 255-2260.

Newcomers welcome

Army Community Service will host a new-
comers welcome Friday from 8:30-11 a.m. at
The Landing. Active-duty military, spouses,
foreign students, Army civilians and fam-
ily members are encouraged to attend. A free
light breakfast and coffee will be served. For
free childcare, people can register their chil-
dren at the Fort Rucker Child Development
Center by calling 255-3564. Reservations
must be made 24 hours prior to the newcomer
welcome.

For more information, call 255-3161 or
255-2887.

Family resilience training

Army Community Service will host family
member resilience training Dec. 8 and 9 from
8:30 am. to 3 p.m. at The Commons. The
training is designed to give military families
the tools they need to become more resilient
in all the challenges that life throws at them.
People need to register by Nov. 26.

For more information and to register, call
255-3735.

Thanksgiving Feast

The Landing will host its annual Thanks-
giving Feast Nov. 26 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The feast will feature Thanksgiving entrees,
sides and desserts, so people can relax while
The Landing takes care of the cooking. Cost
is $17.95 for ages 13 and older; $6.95 for ages

Fort Rucker will host its Christmas tree lighting ceremony Dec. 7 from 5-6 p.m. at Howze Field. The event will feature music from the 98th Army
“Silver Wings” Band and local choirs, hot chocolate, the lighting of the post Christmas tree and a special visitor from the North Pole. Afterward,
there will be complimentary photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus at The Landing. The event is free, open to the public and exceptional family member
friendly. In case of inclement weather, the event will take place in The Landing. For more information, call 255-1749.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

6-12; $3.95 for ages 3-5; and ages 2 and under
eat for free. There is also a $39.50 Military
Family Special for two adults and up to two
children, ages 12 and under. Pricing includes
a soft drink or tea. Reservations are highly
recommended. When making a reservation,
people should include how many adults and
children will be in their party.
For more information, call 598-2426.

Riverboat dinner cruise

MWR Central will host a Riverboat Dinner
Cruise with Santa Day trip to Montgomery
Dec. 12. The trip will depart from Bldg. 5700
at 4 p.m., the boat boards in Montgomery at
7 p.m. and cruises until 9 p.m. Return time
to Bldg. 5700 will be 11:30 p.m. Price is $65
for adults and $45 for children, and includes
transportation to and from Montgomery, full
holiday meal, live entertainment, and a meet
and greet with Santa. The trip can seat a maxi-
mum of 29 passengers. People need to register
by Dec. 4 through MWR Central at 255-2997
or 255-9517.

Jingle Bell Skate Night!

The Fort Rucker School Age Center will
host its Jingle Bell Skate Night Dec. 4 for cur-
rent child, youth and school services mem-
bers. Safety skate will be from 6:15-7:15 p.m.
for $2, and parents must be present. Regular
skate is from 7:30-9:30 p.m. for ages 6 and
older for $5. Christmas giveaways will be
given out every half hour and a photo booth
will be set up. There will also be competitions
for the ugliest Christmas sweater, the craziest
Christmas hats and to see who can bring the
most guests. Guests must be registered mem-
bers with CYSS.

For more information, call 255-9108. For
membership information, call 255-9638.

Giving giveaway at library

The Center Library will help celebrate the
holidays by holding a 12 Days of Giving Give-
away from Dec. 7-19. Patrons who check out
any holiday-themed book will receive a gift
during that timeframe. The giveaway will be
open to all authorized patrons.

For more information, call 255-3885.

Annual spaghetti dinner

The Landing will host its annual spaghetti
dinner Dec. 7 from 6-7:30 p.m. For more in-
formation, call 598-2426.

Employment readiness class

The Fort Rucker Employment Readiness
Program hosts orientation sessions monthly
in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, in
the Army Community Service multipurpose
room, with the next session Dec. 10. People
who attend will meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 a.m.
to fill out paperwork before going to the mul-
tipurpose room. The class will end at about
at 10:45 a.m. The sessions will inform people
on the essentials of the program and provide
job search tips, as well. Advance registration
is required and attendance at a session is man-

B E e e

N{}“H’EhfﬂER 26 e 1l AM-2 PM
THE LANDING, FORT RUCKER

Adulrs {ages 13 & over)
Childeen (ages 6-12)....

Children (ages 33 )i
Children nges 2 nnd under.... ...

$17.95
5695
3395

Fi

' Special _....33330 .
Avuilable for tw adults aed mp co tern children ages 12 and muber,

Reservations are highly recontmended! For more information
ar to ke & reservarion cantact The Landing, (334)%98. 2426,
waww frruckenuwr.com

datory for participation in the program.
For more information, call 255-2594.

Single parent family game night

The Fort Rucker Directorate of Family,
and Morale, Welfare and Recreation offers
a single parent family game night Dec. 10
from 5-7 p.m. at The Commons, Bldg. 8950.
The event is open to single parents —who are

military and Department of Defense civilians
—and their children. Registration is limited to
the first 15 families. People are urged to sign
up early to secure their space and free board
game to take home after the event. Registra-
tion deadline is Dec. 7. Light refreshments
will be served.

For more information, call 255-3817 or
255-3815.

FORT RUCKER MOVIE SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER 19-22

Thursday, November 19 Friday, November 20 Saturday, November 21 Sunday, November 22

Studio Appreciation Advance Screening Windtalkers (PG-13) Free Admission 7 p.m.

Sicario (R) Crimson Peak (R) (PG-13) oo 2p.m. Pan (PG) .o 4 p.m.

| TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY |.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. |
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THANKSGIVING BY THE NUMBERS

3 times as many fires
occur on Thanksgiving
as on a typical day

Regularly check on food
that’s simmering, baking
or roasting, and use a timer
to remind you that you’re
When most of us think about cooking.
Thanksgiving, images of tur- < Keep things that can catch
key, stuffing and time spent fire, such as oven mitts,
with loved ones typically come wooden utensils, food
to mind, not fire hazards. packaging, towels and cur-
However, an increased risk tains away from the cook-
of fire is, in fact, a reality of ing area.
Thanksgiving. Three times as < If you have a small grease
many home cooking fires oc- cooking fire on the stovetop
curring on Thanksgiving as on and decide to fight the fire,
a typical day. smother the flames by slid-
NFPA’s latest cooking es- ing a lid over the pan and
timates show that there were turning off the burner.

National Fire Protection
Association
Press Release

In 2013, Thanksgiving Day was the leading
date for home cooking fires with 1,550 —
230 percent above the average number of
fires per day.

Thanksgiving is the peak day for home
cooking fires, followed by Christmas Day
and Christmas Eve.

Unattended cooking was by far the leading con-

tributing factor in cooking fires and fire deaths.
Cooking equipment is the leading cause of
home structure fires and associated civilian
injuries, and was the third leading cause of
home fire deaths.

Source: NFPA’s Fire Analysis
and Research Division

SAFETY

Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking
on the stovetop, so you can keep an eye
on the food.

Stay in the home when cooking your tur-
key and check on it frequently.

Keep children away from the stove. The
stove will be hot and children should stay
three feet away.

Make sure children stay away from hot
food and liquids. The steam or splash
from vegetables, gravy or coffee could
cause serious burns.

Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip over

TIPS

children, toys, pocketbooks or bags.

Keep knives out of the reach of children.
Be sure electric cords from an electric
knife, coffee maker, plate warmer or mix-
er are not dangling off the counter within
easy reach of a child.

Keep matches and utility lighters out of
the reach of children — up high in a locked
cabinet.

Never leave children alone in room with
a lit candle.

Make sure your smoke alarms are work-
ing. Test them by pushing the test button.

1,550 cooking fires on Thanks-
giving in 2013, reflecting a
230 percent increase over the

daily average. Unattended the heat and keep the door
cooking is the leading cause closed.
of these fires. « For an oven fire, turn off

Here are NFPA’s Top 5 tips
for cooking safely this Thanks-
giving.

* Remain in the Kkitchen
while you’re cooking and
keep a close eye on what
you fry. Always stay in the
kitchen while frying, grill-

have to leave the Kitchen
for even a short period of
time, turn off the stove.

Leave the pan covered un-
til it is completely cooled.
For an oven fire, turn off

the heat and keep the door
closed. If you’re cooking a
turkey using a disposable
aluminum pan,
doubling up and using two
pans to avoid a puncture, as
dripping turkey juices can
cause an oven fire.

ing or broiling food. If you < Be alert when cooking. If
you’re sleepy or have con-
sumed alcohol, don’t use
the stove or stovetop.

consider in hot oil.

NFPA continues to believe that turkey fry-
ers that use cooking oil, as currently designed,
are not suitable for safe use by even a well-
informed and careful consumer.

These turkey fryers use a substantial quan-
tity of cooking oil at high temperatures and
units currently available for home use pose a
significant danger that hot oil will be released

TURKEY FRYERS EQUAL TROUBLE

NFPA discourages the use of outdoor gas-
fueled turkey fryers that immerse the turkey

at some point during the cooking process. In
addition, the burners that heat the oil can ig-
nite spilled oil.

The use of turkey fryers by consumers can
lead to devastating burns, other injuries and
the destruction of property.

NFPA urges those who prefer fried turkey
to seek out professional establishments, such
as grocery stores, specialty food retailers, and
restaurants, for the preparation of the dish, or
consider a new type of oil-less turkey fryer.

Practice proper food safety while celebrating

By W01 David Kloberdanz
U.S. Army Public Health Command

As the holiday season quickly approach-
es, many of us are looking to spend some
quality time with family and friends.

Nothing draws us closer together than en-
joying a delicious home-cooked meal with
the ones we love, but things can take a turn
for the worse if food safety is not kept in
mind.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention estimates that about 48 million
people get sick from food-borne illness each
year. Of those that contract a food-borne
illness, 128,000 are hospitalized and 3,000
die. The following are a few food safety tips
to keep you, your families and your friends
healthy during the holidays.

Foods most commonly associated with
food-borne illnesses are raw foods of animal
origin — raw meat and poultry, raw eggs,
unpasteurized milk and raw shellfish. Ad-
equate cooking will kill most bacteria and
their toxins.

Fruits and vegetables consumed raw are
also a particular concern. Washing can de-
crease, but not eliminate contamination, so
cooking to proper time and temperature is
vital. Also, unpasteurized fruit juices can be

contaminated if there are pathogens in or on
the fruit that is used to make it. The best bet
is to only drink pasteurized juices.

One of the biggest pitfalls many people
make when cooking for the holidays is they
do not plan ahead. Make a list of all the foods
that you will need to prepare your meals and
know which foods need to be refrigerated or
kept warm.

Keep in mind which foods have short
shelf lives to ensure you are using them be-
fore spoilage occurs. Know how long each
food takes to thaw, prepare and cook to
avoid time or temperature abuse.

Do not combine shopping for your foods
with holiday gift shopping. If you must
combine meal shopping with holiday shop-
ping, bring along a cooler and ice to keep
foods cold as you check off items on your
gift lists.

Sanitize food contact surfaces — wash
counters, cutting boards, utensils and any
other surfaces that will come in contact with
food. Ensure you are using warm soapy
water. After washing, wipe or spray with a
bleach solution and allow to air dry. To get
the proper concentration of bleach, add 1/2
tablespoon bleach to one gallon of water. Al-
ways allow food contact surfaces to air dry
instead of wiping dry.
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Immediately clean up spilled foods. When
serving foods, always use a clean plate and
separate serving utensils for each food item.

Practice good personal hygiene — wash
your hands with soap and water before han-
dling food. Wash hands with soap and water
when switching foods during preparation.
Wash your hands after smoking, eating,
touching any part of your body, taking out
the trash, playing with pets or taking breaks.
Wash your hands after every chance of
contamination. It is especially important to
wash your hands after using the bathroom,
assisting children in the bathroom or chang-
ing diapers.

Use water as hot as you can comfortably
tolerate and sing the “Happy Birthday” song
to yourself'in your head while washing. This
will ensure you are washing long enough —
20 seconds. It is best to use disposable paper
towels to dry your hands and throw them
away after each use.

Sneeze and cough into the crook of your
arm and always away from food or other
people. Bandage any cuts on your hands.
Do your best to keep hair out of foods by
wearing hats or tying up long hair. Keep fin-
gernails neatly trimmed and clean.

Cook foods to the proper internal tem-
perature. Always use a calibrated metal
stem thermometer to check temperatures
and measure at the thickest part of the food.
Ground meat should look brownish when
cooked to 160 degrees. Poultry can appear
light or dark and should be cooked to an
internal temperature of 165 degrees. Fish
should look milky and flake easily with a
fork when cooked to an internal temperature
of 145 degrees.

Cook turkey, stuffing, casseroles and left-
overs to 165 degrees; beef, veal and lamb
roasts to 145 degrees; fully cooked ham to
140 degrees, and fresh ham, pork and egg
dishes to 160 degrees.

Bringing People Together Thru Faith

Grace Baptist Church

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning
LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

oy
A st Wnited
Wicthodist Church

214'S. Main Street ® Enterprise
347-3467
Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321

Service Times:
Traditional - in the
Fellowship Hall
Contemporary C-3 -
Fellowship Hall......
The Gathering (Yout
Sunday School
Nursery Care

:00pm
:55am
very Service

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 * 150 Bethlehem Rd
DOTHANVINEYARD.COM

! LIl . ¥

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
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Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.
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PCB hosts scavenger hunt, race event

From Staff Reports
Army Flier

Panama City Beach will host its Funk-n-
Impossible scavenger hunt, amazing race-
type event Saturday at 11 a.m. at Pier Park.
Admissions is $35. The event features teams
of two-10 people racing around Panama
City Beach to figure out clues and perform
missions. The goals are for participants
to laugh themselves across the finish line
and enjoy themselves so much they won’t
realize they just walked or ran 3 or 4 miles,
according to organizers.

For more information, visit http://www.
active.com/agents-in-panama-city-beach-
fl/scavenger-hunt/races/panama-city-s-
funk-n-impossible-mission-scavenger-
hunt-amazing-race-2-4-miles-2015.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion
Post 80 hosts a dance with live music every
Saturday from 7:30-11:30 p.m. For more
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — Andalusia Public Library
offers free practice tests. Patrons can choose
from more than 300 online tests based on
official exams such as the ACT, SAT, GED,
ASVAB, firefighter, police officer, paramedic,
U.S. citizenship and many more. Patrons may
select to take a test and receive immediate
scoring. Test results are stored in personalized
individual accounts, accessible only to
patrons. Call 222-6612 for more information.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — \eterans of Foreign
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post
membership meetings are at the post
headquarters on State Road 84 every third
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. Breakfast
is served Sundays, and games and TVs
are available for entertainment. Meetings
are open to all. The post can host parties,
weddings, and hails and farewells. For more
information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-
6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of
Commerce meets the second \Wednesday
of each month at noon at the Chamber of
Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural and
Convention Center. For more information,
call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

ONGOING — The American Legion
Post 12 holds monthly meetings on the second
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. Meetings
are held at the VFW on Taylor Road. For
more information, call 400-5356.

ONGOING — \eterans of Foreign
Wars Post 3073 Wiregrass Post membership
meetings are at the post headquarters at 1426

Taylor Road every third Tuesday of the month
at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every Friday
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning
at 6 p.m. Breakfast is served Sundays from
8-11a.m. The post can host parties, weddings,
and hails and farewells.

ENTERPRISE

ONGOING — Disabled American
Veterans Chapter 9 Enterprise-Coffee
County located at 201 W. Watts St., meets
the first Saturday of the month at 8:30 a.m.
DAV helps veterans with claims Mondays-
Thursdays, 9-11 a.m., and other times by
appointment. For more information, call
308-2480.

ONGOING — The American Legion
Post 73 meets at the American Legion
building at 200 Gibson Street on the fourth
Saturday of each month beginning at 9
a.m. The building is across the street from
the Lee Street Baptist Church. For more
information call 447-8507.

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County
Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank.
For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited
to town hall meetings on the first Tuesday
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall,
1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING —  Tuesdays and
Wednesdays, from 9-11 a.m., Disabled
American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains a
service office in the New Brockton Police
Station at 202 South John Street. The office
will assist veterans who were injured or
disabled while in military service. DAV

service officers help veterans and their
spouses with disability compensation
claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, death
benefits, VA medical care, Social Security
disability benefits, veterans job programs,
homeless veterans services and other
veteran services. All veteran services
are provided free of charge. For more
information, call 718-5707.

ONGOING — Adult education classes
are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton High
School, 210 South Tyler St., Mondays and
Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes are
free for individuals 16 years old or older
who are not enrolled in public school.
Individuals must take an assessment test
prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for
more information.

0ZARK

NOV. 20 — St. Michael’s Episcopal
Church, 427 Camilla Avenue, will host
a classical guitar concert at 7 p.m. The
classical guitarist is Dr. Robert Gibson,
who is a faculty member of the John M.
Long School of Music. Following the free
concert, there will be a meet the musician
reception in the parish hall.

NOV. 30 — The Flowers Center for
Performing Arts will host a Daughters of
Hope and Promise mother and daughter
event at 6 p.m. featuring Miss Alabama
Meg McGuffin and Miss Alabama’s
Outstanding Teen Kaitlyn Campbell.
For more information, call 618-1180 or
visit Daughters of Hope and Promise on
Facebook.

ONGOING — AL-ANON will hold
weekly meetings on Mondays at noon at
the Lutheran Prince of Peace. For more
information, call 618-513-1258.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited
to the Cross Country Workshop every
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United

Methodist Church. For more information,
call 983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City
Council meets monthly the first and third
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson
Community Center.

ONGOING — American Legion Post
78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday
at 7 p.m.

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust
Company sponsors senior dance nights
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The
complex is transformed into a dance hall
and features music from the 40s, 50s, and
60s with finger foods and refreshments.
For more information, call Janet Motes at
808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

NOVEMBER — The Frank Jackson
Trail Masters presents the eighth annual
Scarecrows in the Park at Frank Jackson
State Park on Opine Road in. The event
features more than 500 scarecrows
along over 4 miles of walking trails.
For those unable to walk the trails, golf
cart tours are available. To schedule a
tour, call 334-488-5033. There is no
charge to view the scarecrow exhibits;
however, the state park entrance fees
will apply.

ONGOING — The Marine Corps
League, Wiregrass Det. 752, welcomes all
Marines, Navy corpsmen and chaplains,
and their families, to its monthly meetings.
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. Attendees are welcome to
arrive early for food and camaraderie. The
next meeting will be at the Golden Corral
in Dothan. For more information, call 718-
4168 or 805-7335.

Beyond

Montgomery Kennel Club Dog Show

The Montgomery Kennel Club is hosting its American
Kennel Club-sanctioned all-breed dog show at the Garrett
Coliseum Nov. 20-23. The show offers both conformation
and obedience competitions. The show showcases the var-
ious levels of dog training and allows people to enjoy the
beauty of a sound, healthy, well-bred animal. The public
can also learn about different breeds of dogs by visiting
with the exhibitors and breeders at the show.

For more information, visit www.montgomeryken-
nelclub.org/shows.html. The Garrett Coliseum is located
at 1555 Federal Drive, Montgomery.

Moscow Ballet - Great Russian Nutcracker

The Montgomery Performing Arts Centre will host the
Moscow Ballet’s production of the “Great Russian Nut-
cracker” Nov. 24 from 7-9 p.m. Tickets prices range from
$28 to $175. Tickets can be purchased online through
Ticketmaster or at the MPAC Box Office Mondays-Fri-
days from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, call 334-481-5100 or visit www.
mpaconline.org/events/

Gem, mineral, jewelry show

The 45th annual Montgomery Gem, Mineral and Jewel-
ry Show will be held at Garrett Coliseum Dec. 4-6. Dealers
will have beads, crystals, geodes, rough, cabochons, gem
stones, finished jewelry, tools, supplies, and mineral and
fossil specimens. Club members will display their individ-
ual collections, and will give demonstrations on gem and
rock cutting, faceting, cabochon making and knapping.

Show times are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Dec. 4, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Dec. 5 and 11 am. to 5 p.m. Dec. 6. Admission is $2 for
adults or $3 for a weekend pass, and is free for those 18
and younger with a student ID and one paid adult.

For more information, send an email to gemshow@

montgomerygemandmineralsociety.com or visit www.
facebook.com/events/867992066555371/.

Capitol Christmas Tree Lighting

Montgomery invites everyone to the 2015 Capitol Christ-
mas Tree Lighting Dec. 4 at 5:30 p.m. at the Alabama State
Capitol. Following the tree lighting, there will be a Capitol
open house from 6-7 p.m., refreshments, an art show and
gift collection for foster children, and Santa Claus will be
available for pictures. Admissions is free.

For more information, call 334-242-3935.

Christmas lights festival

The Montgomery Zoo will transform into a Winter
Wonderland sparkling with thousands of lights and fes-
tive decorations during its annual Christmas lights festival
Dec. 3-31. People are welcome to take a leisurely stroll,
a brisk train ride or view the lights from atop the Zoofari
Skylift Ride. The festival will also include Santa, nightly
entertainment, and hot chocolate and fresh-baked cookies.
Regular night time admission is $15 for ages 3 and older.
Ticket includes entry and one Christmas Lights Festival
train ride.

For more information, call 334-240-4900 or visit
montgomeryzoo.com/announcements/christmas-lights-
festival-week-1.

Chocolate! The Exhibition

The Gulf Coast Exploreum Science Center in Mobile
will host Chocolate! The Exhibition now through Jan. 17.
Chocolate! and its national tour were developed by the
Field Museum of Chicago and supported, in part, by the
National Science Foundation. Visitors will discover choc-
olate’s impact on human cultures and tropical ecosystems
through scenic elements, original video, interactive dis-
plays, rich imagery and graphics, and about 150 objects.
This major exhibition includes replicated pre-Columbian
ceramics and other decorative objects, European silver
and porcelain servers, as well as examples of 19th- and

20th-century advertising and packaging, vintage chocolate
molds and detailed botanical replications. The exhibition
features the real story of chocolate beginning with the dis-
covery of the cacao bean in the rainforests 1,500 years ago.
The Mayans created a spicy drink and the Aztec civiliza-
tion actually used the beans as currency.

Combination tickets are available for Chocolate! The Ex-
hibition that also includes IMAX films: $18 for adults, $16
youth (13-17), $14 child (7-12) and $8 pre-kindergarten
(4-6). Discounts available for active and retired military.

For more information, visit http://www.exploreum.com.

Saturn: Jewel of the Heavens

Saturn: Jewel of the Heavens will be on screen at the
W.A. Gayle Planetarium throughout November. People are
welcome to take a fresh look at the wonders of the ringed
planet, including the latest images from the Cassini Probe
in orbit around Saturn.

Show times are Mondays-Thursday at 4 p.m. and Sun-
days at 2 p.m. Admission is $6.50 per person for ages 5 and
above. Doors open 30 minutes before the show starts for
ticket sales. There is no admittance into the building once
the show has begun.

For more information, call 334-625-4799, or visit www.
facebook.com/gayleplanetarium/?fref=ts.

The W.A. Gayle Planetarium is located at 1010 Forest
Ave., Montgomery

Jasmine Hill Gardens

Jasmine Hill Gardens and Outdoor Museum features
over 20 acres of year-round floral beauty and classical
sculpture, including a new statuary honoring Olympic he-
roes. People are invited to take a stroll through the outdoor
gardens and experience flowers blooming throughout each
season. Tours are available for groups of 20 or more.

For more information, call 334-263-5713 or visit
www.jasminehill.org/. Jasmine Hill Gardens and
Outdoor Museum is located at 3001 Jasmine Hill Road,
Wetumpka.
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WAR STORIES

Veterans reminisce at Double Nickels Speakecasy

By Elizabeth M. Collins
“Soldiers” Magazine

FORT MEADE, Md. — They
were Soldiers once — Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen and Marines.
They stood straight and strong
and proud. They were brave —
heroes even.

Some volunteered. Some were
drafted. They fought in World
War II, Korea and Vietnam.
They served in combat, they
served in occupation forces and
they served stateside.

Now, these proud veterans are
mostly in their 80s and live at the
Armed Forces Retirement Home
in Washington, better known as
the Old Soldiers Home. Their
hair has fallen out or turned white
and their shoulders are stooped,
their voices gravelly. Some use
walkers and wheelchairs and
some need hearing aids, but their
minds are sharp.

Although it’s been half a cen-
tury or more since the battles of
their youth, a lifetime, really,
since they raised their hands
and swore to protect the United
States, those days seem as real
today as they did then. In fact,
they come to life every other
Saturday when a group of about
10 meet over coffee to reminisce
and swap stories of war, peace
and even civilian life.

“| like to tell stories and | like
to listen to stories and | like to
exchange stories,” said retired
CW2 William J. Opferman. “I
guess it’s egotism. I get enter-
tainment. I learn things of inter-
est. I have an insatiable curios-
ity. I want to know about almost
anything except some things are
too much for me.”

It’s a social occasion for the
veterans, and often a way to
make sense of their own service.

“They have the support and the
other stories that may be similar
or different from their era — and
they can learn from it and feel
like ‘it wasn’t just me. We were
all in this together, no matter
what war, what conflict. Peace-
time, wartime, it doesn’t matter.
We have a connection,”” said
Christine Baldwin, AFRH librar-
ian who moderates the group
named Double Nickels Speak-
easy after the Double Nickels
Theatre Company, which helps
seniors transform their stories
using reminiscence theater.

Everyone has a story about
how he joined the service and a
story about basic training. Re-
tired Air Force Master Sgt. Earl
Tourgee, who started out in the
Army, tried to trick his father
into giving him permission to
join up at 17 by hiding his en-
listment papers among forms for
the Navy V-12 College Training
Program.

“l had a piece of paper for my
father to sign for me to go into
the Army and on top of it was
a Navy V-12,” Tourgee remem-
bered. “That he would sign. He
said, ‘What’s underneath it?’ I
said, ‘Oh, just sign it.” He looked
at it and he found out that it was
OK for me to join the Army and
he says ‘the top one I’1l sign. The
bottom one is not worth any-
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Every other Saturday, a group of veterans meets at the Armed Forces Retirement Home in Washington, D.C., to swap stories
about war, peace and everything in between.

thing.” So, I waited until I was
18 and I did it anyway (in 1947).
I enlisted as a basic rifleman and
I ended up in the Air Force.

“During basic, 1 was firing
for record in January, laying on
a poncho, snowing, sleet, rain. I
had my regular fatigues on, my
ODs, my overcoat. Myself and
the rest of the company ended up
in the hospital with pneumonia
and semi-frostbite.”

Veterans remember

“We’re all in the same boat,”
Tourgee reflected. “We’re all
retired. We all had basically the
same experiences, but it’s differ-
ent to hear somebody else say it,
what you had done versus what
they had done.”

Baldwin gets the veterans’ dis-
cussions started, asking about
the military or even the weather
or pets, for example, and then
the stories start. They range from
the gruesome to the funny and
even the time-honored practice
of making fun of second lieuten-
ants.

“We had this second lieutenant
who came in,” recalled retired
Sgt. 1st Class Roger Polhemus,
describing his service in the
Philippines during WWII as a
corporal. “He knew everything.
He was a graduate of West Point
and a second lieutenant, and
didn’t know his front end from
his back end.”

“Did you tell him,” asked for-
mer Cpl. Robert M. Webb.

“No,” Polhemus said.
didn’t live that long.

“The Japanese were lobbing
mortar rounds into our encamp-
ment. He’d been there about an
hour, really deep in battle. He
said, ‘Now we’re going to go
up, make a frontal attack.’ I said,
‘lieutenant, 1I’'m responsible for
11 men,” my squad. “We’re not
going up that hill for a frontal at-
tack. We’ll probably be killed.’

“l asked the lieutenant, ‘Can
you read maps?’ ‘Certainly I
can. I'm a graduate of West
Point.” T said, ‘OK. What are
those little squiggly lines?” ‘Oh
that’s simple. Those are rivers.’
I says, ‘No. That tells the height.
I’m going to go around in this
gully and get in back. Kowalski
here can lob a grenade about 40
yards accurately so I’'m going to

“He

try to wipe them out.” The lieu-

tenant said, ‘I’ll have you court-
martialed.””
“Anyway, | took my men

around to the base of the hill.
(Kowalski) got up there, almost
put it down the tube of the mor-
tar. He was that accurate. When
we got back to camp, | reported
into the captain of the company.
I says, ‘Captain Murphy, | dis-
obeyed an order. He says, ‘Tell
me what happened.” So I told
him, and he says, ‘Hell, I'm
not going to court-martial you.
You should get a medal.’ I said,
‘Well, I want to put Kowalski
in for a Silver Star.” They gave
him a Bronze Star with a V for
valor.”

With a background as a stand
up comic and movie extra, Pol-
hemus, now just a few days shy
of 89, turned out to be the con-
summate storyteller, with tales
of meeting Clark Gable prior to
the Army and bringing top-secret
papers to President John F. Ken-
nedy. He also spent some time,
briefly, as a prisoner of war.

“l don’t know where | was,
either in Korea or Japan, I re-
ally don’t remember,” Polhemus
said. “Instead of shooting us,
they put us in a corral that must
have been used for water buf-
falo. I was corporal. I was God-
almighty. The rest of the guys
were privates and they came up
to me as if | were their leader and
says, ‘we haven’t eaten for two
or three days. What do we do?’

“l says, ‘you see those piles
of droppings? Go through that
and find any seeds that haven’t
germinated. Put them in a helmet
and put water in there and we’ll
have like a soup.” Besides that,
there was like little eggs. One of
the privates came up to me and
said, ‘Are these eggs?’ I said,
‘Go ahead and eat them. Protein.
It won’t hurt you.’

After we got out of that situ-
ation, | told the men that those
little eggs were actually flies be-
fore they were born — maggots.
They said, ‘Maggots, blech.” I
says, ‘You're still alive aren’t
you?’”

Distant memories

The stories, the veterans avow,
are all true. Or at least “as true as
we know it,” they qualified.

“Sometimes our memories do
fail us,” Baldwin said. “We think
we remember it was in the 50s.
That’s also a help because some-
one might say, ‘Nope. That was
1963.” Generally speaking, these
stories are pretty spot on.”

And if some of the tales seem
a bit far-fetched at times, well,
that’s the military for you. In
fact, Opferman is still incredu-
lous all these years after the Ko-
rean War: On the one hand, he
was a guard for the command-
ing general of 8th Army. On the
other, he was a deserter.

“l had a simple, old-fashioned
bellyache and a field doctor di-
agnosed it as appendicitis,” Op-
ferman said. “They sent me over
to a MASH —a mobile Army sur-
gical hospital. I said, ‘Doctor, I
don’t think | have anything seri-
ously wrong with me.” “Well,” he
said, ‘we can’t take any chanc-
es.” So he puts me on a hospital
train and sends me to Pusan. I
get down there and | said, ‘I’'m
sure | have nothing wrong with
me.” “Well, we’ll just have to
keep you under observation for
a few days.’ I did finally succeed
in getting released.

“They had a system going on
in the early part of the Korean
War called the pipeline. They
were desperate for troops on the
front line. Any Soldier who was
not actually with his unit had to
go into this pipeline. They hand-
ed you an M1 rifle and (sent you)
to the front line. It was several
days’ journey and they had what
we called repo depots, replace-
ment depots. Sometimes you’d
stop at one of these and | got
through to my unit.

“Thefirstsergeant said, “Where
the hell are you?’ I looked at a
map and | read him the coordi-
nates. He says, ‘OK. Keep your
bag packed. Keep your helmet
on.” My first sergeant and the
platoon clerk came along in a
jeep. The guard says, ‘Halt.” He
says, ‘We just came to pick up
one of our men that got out of
the hospital.” The first sergeant
pulled the jeep in to the gate,
spun around, threw up a cloud of
dust and he hollers, ‘Get in the
jeep.” ... We were going down
the road and the guard’s yelling,
‘Halt! Halt!” and I was gone.

“What was funny was the

morning report would come out,
and every unit had to report the
status of every single member of
that unit. It had my name and it
had the unit and it said ‘hospi-
tal.” Then, one day, it said, ‘hos-
pital to duty.” The next day, from
then on, it just said, ‘present for
duty.’

“However, that other outfit
was sending in a different one
and it said AWOL (absent with-
out leave). If you’re AWOL for
90 days, you became a deserter
and then you got reported to the
FBI. 1 was on that wanted list
as a deserter. We were all laugh-
ing about it because we were the
general’s guards.”

They eventually sorted it out
and Opferman, 86, became a
criminal investigator, serving
for another 19 years, including a
tour in Vietnam that he is quick
to say he does not consider a
“heroic duty.”

Neither is occupation duty
heroic, not really, at least to
Soldiers. To thousands of re-
lieved or displaced civilians and
refugees after World War 11 and
Korea, it might have been a dif-
ferent story, however, as Webb
discovered.

After World War 11, the artil-
leryman found himself assigned
to the local military govern-
ment, which was responsible
for several camps for displaced
persons. One of his duties was
to visit the camps a couple of
times each week, including one
for about 10,000 Jews who had
been saved from concentration
camps. Webb found some tradi-
tional Jewish music and played
it over the loudspeaker in his
jeep. They were touched by such
simple human kindness after so
many atrocities. “I was the belle
of the ball after that,” he remem-
bered.

Webb, who is 18 going on
89, lost his hearing, his sense of
taste and his sense of smell and
his balance as a result of all the
blasts and explosions he experi-
enced in the artillery with only
cotton or his fingers as ear pro-
tection. He joined the speakeasy
group shortly after moving to
AFRH last spring to meet peo-
ple. “You’ve always got stories,”
he said. “I’ve had a lot of experi-
ence so I like to repeat them.”

“People  wouldn’t believe
me ordinarily and it is a story,”
agreed Tourgee, who went on
to serve in Vietnam, about why
veterans should talk about their
experiences. He’s 85 and hopes
to outlive his great-grandfather,
who lived to be 100. “I tried
to write some of this down for
my grandchildren because what
they’re learning in school is not
what I knew and not what I saw.
It’s a shame that more people
don’t tell their stories. It’s a
shame they don’t teach it because
one of these days a lot of people
that you see here won’t be here
much longer and whatever they
know goes with them. You can’t
leave it unless it’s written.”

“It’s better than recorded his-
tory,” Opferman added, ‘“be-
cause the veteran tells the story
from first-hand experience.”
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Master Issachar M. James
Instructor of the USKA Martial Arts Academy
currently participated in the

36" Annual Southern Region Open Karate
Tournament in Dothan, AL

October 31,2015 and were champions.
Participants are: Caleb Ennis, Robert Jordan,
Jammie Barron, Sammy Davila, Noah Dover,
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Religious

Services

WORSHIP SERVICES

Except as noted, all
services are on Sunday

Headquarters
Chapel, Building 109

8 a.m. Traditional Protes-
tant Service

Main Post Chapel,
Building 8940

9 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sunday

11 a.m. Liturgical Protes-
tant Service

12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass
(Tuesday - Friday)

4 p.m. Catholic Confes-
sions Saturday

5 p.m. Catholic Mass

Worship Service

9:30 a.m. Protestant
Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Wings
Crossroads

(Contemporary Worship
Protestant Service)

12 p.m. Eckankar Wor-
ship Service (4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life
Center, Building
8939

9:30 a.m. Protestant
Sunday School

10:45 a.m. CCD (except
during summer months).

BIBLE STUDIES

Pick-of-
the-litter

Meet Ivy, a 6-month-old female long-hair orange
tahby cat available for adoption at the Fort Rucker
stray facility. She is approximately the size of a
10-12-week old kitten. She is good-natured and
loves to be snuggled. For more information on
animal adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-
0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. All adoptable
animals are vet checked and tested for felv/
fiv (for cats) or heartworm for dogs (over six
months) and on flea prevention. The facility needs
donations such as dry or canned foods for cats,
dogs, kittens and puppies, as well as blankets,
toys and towels. Donations can be dropped off
at the stray facility. Visit the Fort Rucker stray
facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.facebook.
com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates
on the newest animals available for adoption.

COURTESY PHOTO

Saturday Tuesdays
Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. Protestant Women
Building 6036 of the Chapel, Wings

8 am. Latter-Day Saints Chapel

HIGHLANDS ..
ANTIQUE MALL '

ONE DAY ONLY!
20750 OFF

NO EXCEPTIONS
‘ THURSDAY, NOV. 19™

FOOD BUFFET SERVED AT
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7329 W. Main St. @ Dothan e 334-692-5752
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MARATHON NURSE
Nurse-athlete conquers
cancer, readies for elite race

Story on Page D4
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Turkey Trot more than a race for 6 runners

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

The completion of Saturday’s Turkey Trot
5K will be an accomplishment seven weeks
in the making for six participants.

The participants began training for the
race in October as part of the Tater to Trot
couch to 5K running class and, according to
Shauna Attaway, Fort Rucker fitness special-
ist, they met and exceeded the challenge.

“This week our class ran 3.26 miles in
preparation for the 5K this weekend,” she
said. “While this wasn’t initially a part of the
program, | wanted the class to see that they
could not only meet their goal, but exceed
it.

“l couldn’t be more proud of the prog-
ress each participant has made,” she added.
“I’ve seen each of the participants go from
not really enjoying to run to looking forward
to the next class and running on their own.
Saturday is going to be all about enjoying
the course and celebrating their accomplish-
ment. It’s going to be lots of fun.”

The Turkey Trot 5K and 10K begin at 9
a.m.at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Cen-
ter on Andrews Avenue. A 1-mile fun run
will begin after completion of the 5K and
10K races. Race day registration will be held
from 7:30-8:30 a.m. Registration costs $25
for individuals ($12 without a race shirt) and
$120 for 8-person teams. Each additional
team member pays normal registration fees.

Attaway said Saturday’s race will be the
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People take part in last year’s Turkey Trot run. This year’s run is Saturday.

capstone for her class’s amazing transforma-
tion.

“It’s been amazing to witness the process
of each person realizing they can run and
actually enjoy it,” she said. “They have all
been great about encouraging and motivat-
ing each other to push their limits and stick
with the program. “

The couch to 5K program allowed par-
ticipants to visualize goals and accomplish
those goals, often with inspiring results, ac-
cording to Attaway.

“The participants found a running buddy

on their own within the group,” she said.
“We had a couple of pace-setting classes in
which they ran a timed 1-mile run and really
pushed themselves to run faster than normal.
A couple of the participants did both of the
runs together and literally pulled each other
to the end, not letting the other slow down.
“These two runs were about two to three
weeks apart within the course of the pro-
gram, and each participant improved their
time by at least 20 seconds and one by 40
seconds,” she added. “Seeing the look of ac-
complishment on their faces and the boost

in their confidence was priceless. I also had
a participant with two small children push
a double stroller on many of our runs. Just
watching her persevere up a hill was inspir-
ing.”

Couch to 5K participants completed four
five-minute jog and walk intervals Thursday
and ended the class with lots of stretching,
according to Attaway. Friday will be a rest
day with plenty of hydration to prepare for
Saturday’s race.

Attaway said rest, hydration and nutrition
are key components to a safe and successful
race.

“In preparation of the race, drink plenty
of water the day before and have a well-
balanced meal the eve of the race,” she said.
“On the morning of the race, be sure to stay
hydrated and eat a good breakfast, preferably
something with carbohydrates, like oatmeal
and fruit.

“Take time before the race starts to warm
up your muscles and loosen up your joints,”
she added. “Dynamic stretching is best be-
fore the run. At the start of the race, don’t
sprint out to get to the front of the crowd,
unless, of course, you’re that fast! Start at a
good, even pace and stick with it. Save the
extra effort for the push to the finish line.
Don’t forget to stretch at the end of the race
and rehydrate. Most of all, have fun and en-
joy yourself!”

The Mistletoe 5K Dec. 12 will be the next
race opportunity for local runners.

For more information, call 255-2296.

~/|APLSS

Clinic commander
seeks feedback

By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic
Public Affairs

If you’ve received an Army Provider Level Satisfac-
tion Survey survey in the mail after an appointment at
Lyster Army Health Clinic, don’t throw it out — fill it
out!

Over the past few years, receiving a mailed survey
from the Army Medical Command Office of the Sur-
geon General after a recent appointment at Lyster has
probably become commonplace.

Many of you know the importance of completing and
returning the APLSS. Providing clinic officials feed-
back helps leadership improve services at Lyster, fos-
tering a patient to primary care manager partnership to
continually improve and achieve excellent health care.
Listening to you through surveys helps leadership iden-
tify desired and needed new services vital to your health
care, and to sustain and grow the health care facility.

The APLSS also yields financial incentives to Lyster
from the OTSG, which are linked to the scores you give

SEE FEEDBACK, PAGE D3

LUNG GANGER AWARENESS

Smoking cigarettes leading cause of illness

By Col. Darlene Hinojosa
Army Public Health Command

November is Lung Cancer Awareness Month. Lung cancer
is the second most common cancer in both men and women
and the leading cause of cancer death in the United States.

Each year, more people die from lung cancer than from
colon, breast and prostate cancers combined, According to
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Nearly 90 percent of lung cancer cases are attributed to
cigarette smoking, according to the CDC, and lung cancer
can also be caused by breathing in dangerous, toxic substanc-
es — such as radon, asbestos, uranium, arsenic, cadmium,
chromium, nickel and some petroleum products — or every-
day air pollution.

There are steps you can take to prevent lung cancer. Limit-
ing exposure to smoke, radon, hazardous chemicals and air
pollution will help protect your lungs.

If you smoke, the best thing you can do is to stop smoking.
And if you don’t, never start. Test your home for radon. If it
is present, take steps to get rid of it. Wear personal protec-
tive equipment, like respirators, if you are exposed to dust or
fumes at work.

Help fight air pollution in your community. Even if you
were exposed to these substances many years ago, you are
still at risk for developing lung cancer. Talk to your doctor if
you have ever been exposed to any of these substances.

Often, people with lung cancer do not display symptoms

CDC PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

until the disease is in its later stages. A tumor could be in the
lungs without causing pain or discomfort. When symptoms
are present, they are different in each person, but may in-
clude:

 Acough that doesn’t go away and gets worse over time;

« Achronic cough or smoker’s cough;

* Hoarseness;

+ Constant chest pain;

« Shortness of breath, or wheezing;

» Frequent lung infections, such as bronchitis or pneumo-

nia; and
« Coughing up blood.

SEE AWARENESS, PAGE D3
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Just Like Cats & Dogs by Dave T. Phipps

THIS'LL BE THE BEST POKER NIGHT
EVER! PIZZA, BEER, CHIPS... THIS TIME
LET'S REMEMBER TO PICK UP CARDS.
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Soldiers vying for spots on Team USA

By Tim Hipps
Installation Management
Command Public Affairs

SAN ANTONIO — Several
Soldiers in the U.S. Army World
Class Athlete Program are vying
for spots on the Team USA rugby
sevens squad that will compete
when the sport makes its Olym-
pic debut in Rio de Janeiro in
2016.

First Lt. William Holder, 1st
Lt. Ben Leatigaga and Sgt. Mat-
tie Tago are among a pool of 23
players being considered by USA
Rugby. Twelve players will be se-
lected for the U.S. men’s Olym-
pic team, scheduled to compete
Aug. 9-11.

The sport of rugby is not a
measured or timed event. Rugby
is a team sport that requires a
wide range of individual skills
that combine to form effective
units. Therefore, a USA Rugby
committee will use discretionary
criteria such as speed, aerobic/
anaerobic fitness, strength/pow-
er, technical/tactical rugby skills,
and psychological/social skills to
help select the team.

The last category includes be-
ing respectful, exhibiting integ-
rity and leadership, being coach-
able, and having a mindset for
growth.

Committee members evaluate
potential players at international
competitions in the years prior to
the Olympic season. Contested
every four years, one year prior
to the Summer Olympics, the
Pan American Games are Team
USA’s unofficial precursor to the
Summer Olympic Games. Hold-
er and Leatigaga helped Team
USA win a bronze medal at the
2015 Pan American Games in
Toronto.

Holder, originally from Palo
Alto, California, spent two sum-
mers playing for the U.S. na-
tional 15-under rugby team be-
fore entering the United States
Military Academy at West Point,
New York, where he played foot-
ball and rugby.

“They wanted me to play line-
backer. | wasn’t big enough to be
a linebacker,” Holder explained.
“Then they wanted me to play

safety. | wasn’t quick enough to
be a Division | safety, so | just
switched over to rugby.”

Two years ago, while playing
for the All-Army squad at the
2013 Armed Forces Rugby Sev-
ens Championships, Holder dis-
cussed the possibility of getting
into the U.S. Army World Class
Athlete Program and contending
for a spot on the U.S. Olympic
Rugby Sevens Team.

“It’s been a dream of mine
since | was a little kid,” said
Holder, 24, who began playing
rugby in the third grade. “It truly
is a dream come true to be able
to play in the Pan Am Games and
get a taste of what the Olympics
is all about. To play my sport
full time while representing my
country and the Army is a huge
honor.”

Leatigaga, 27, who entered
WCAP in January of 2014, also
played rugby for two years at
West Point.

“That was the first time I ever
touched a rugby ball,” he said. “I
only played because of the cul-
ture that was at West Point: being
able to play for each other, know-
ing that a jersey really means
something, knowing that guys
have been deployed and have
died, and you’re wearing that
same jersey.

“Showing up at the Olympic
Training Center (in Chula Vista,
California) and being part of
WCAP is really when | actually
started to learn the game,” Leati-
gaga added. “At West Point, |
played winger: catch the ball and
try to run over somebody, and
that was it. But coming to WCAP
with this opportunity the Army
has given me and playing for
Team USA under (coaches) Mike
Friday and Chris Brown, it’s def-
initely made me learn the game,
grow my rugby 1Q and skills.”

The WCAP is a group of
Soldier-athletes who are nation-
ally and world-ranked in their
respective Olympic sports. They
train fulltime and compete on the
national and international levels
with a goal of making Olympic,
Pan American Games and World
Championship teams.

“l had no idea that my Army
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PHOTO BY TIM HIPPS

U.S. Army World Class Athlete Program 1st Lt. Ben Leatigaga passes the ball during the 2015 Armed Forces Rugby
Championships at Infinity Park in Glendale, Colo., as WCAP teammates 1st Lt. William Holder and Capt. Andrew Locke trail

the play.

career was going to lead into a
World Class Athlete Program,”
Leatigaga said. “I thought | was
going to go in, become a lieu-
tenant and do ‘Hooah!” things. |
think it’s awesome that the Army
is supporting me to play for the
Olympic team.”

Tago, 24, a native of Pago
Pago, American Samoa, has
helped All-Army win three con-
secutive Armed Forces Rugby
Sevens Championships.

Utah Army National Guard
Col. Mark Drown, head coach
of the All-Army Rugby Sevens
Team, said all three Soldiers
have realistic shots at making the
Olympic team.

“Ben Leatigaga, Mattie Tago
and Will Holder are definite-
ly fighting for spots on Team
USA,” Drown said. “The nation-
al program’s style and pattern of
play is exactly what our boys are
training to do, so the coaches can
see if they have the size, speed,
strength and discipline to play
that system.”

The players won’t know their
fate until next summer.

U.S. Army World Class Athlete Program rugger Sgt. Mattie Tago helps All-Army to a
43-12 victory over All-Air Force in the gold-medal game of the 2015 Armed Forces
Rughy Sevens Championship Tournament at Infinity Park in Glendale, Golo.

Feedback:

Continued from Page D1

the clinic and its services. These funds are reinvested right
back into your health care facility in the form of updated
medical equipment, additional medications at the phar-
macy, new staff and expanded patient education.

These funds are absolutely critical to Lyster’s opera-
tions and allow the staff to continue to reach higher in
delivering the “Gold Standard” of health care to patients.

Taking the time to fill out and return the survey allows

the OTSG to see the clinic’s progress and ensure services
delivered to Soldiers and their family members, as well as
retirees and their family members, remain exceptional.

“We are missing out on valuable feedback from our
patients on their experience at Lyster when these sur-
veys are not returned,” said Col. Gary A. Wheeler, Lyster
commander. “We are your clinic and ask you to tell us
about your care through APLSS when you receive it in
the mail.”

If you receive a mailed survey in response to an ap-

APLSS helps maintain, improve services

pointment experience at Lyster, be sure to fill it out and
return it. Lyster staff members are working hard to ensure
that they exceed your health care expectations and earn
excellent ratings.

Lyster staff members want to make sure they continu-
ally have your feedback. Giving them high marks when
they meet or exceed expectations, or letting them know
where they might improve, goes a long way in maintain-
ing and improving services for you — Lyster’s partners in
health.

Awareness: Early detection, quick response essential

Continued from Page D1

See your doctor right away if you no-
tice any of these symptoms. If you think
you are at risk for lung cancer, talk to your
doctor about being screened. Screening
looks for cancer before a person has any
symptoms.

If afriend or loved one receives a cancer
diagnosis, it is important to be supportive.
Choose positive and hopeful words, listen
and offer hugs. Don’t give people false

hope or talk about other people’s cancer
outcomes. Do whatever you can to make
things easier for them, such as delivering
meals, driving them to appointments or
assisting them with daily chores.

Support a friend or family member
touched by lung cancer by wearing a
white ribbon, or tying a white ribbon
around an old oak tree or your mailbox in
November. The white ribbon is a symbol
of hope — hope for better treatment op-
tions and outcomes for those living with

lung cancer.

awareness, Visit:

awareness-month.html;
« CDC,

For more information on lung cancer
* Lung Cancer Alliance, http://www.
lungcanceralliance.org/get-involved/
help-raise-awareness/lung-cancer-

http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/

dcpc/resources/features/LungCancer/
index.htm;

« American Lung Association, http:/
www.lung.org/lung-health-and-
diseases/lung-disease-lookup/lung-
cancer/; and

« National Cancer Institute, http://www.
cancer.gov/types/lung.
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® State-of-the-Art
Vacuum System

e Blade Size

* Family Barber Shop

—= MAIN ST.—

‘BARBER?
‘BARDER:

OPEN
M-F 8am-6pm
SAT 9am-3pm

SHOP

218 S. Main St. - Enterprise
(2 Blocks S of Boll Weevil Monument)

Tina 400-3442 or Earl 470-7898
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MARATHON NURSE

Nurse-athlete conquers cancer, readies for elite race

By Elaine Sanchez
Brook Army Medical Center
Public Affairs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-FORT
SAM HOUSTON, Texas — Cancer may
have taken her ability to run, but this Army
nurse refused to let that slow her down.

Instead, Capt. Kelly Elmlinger traded
running for wheelchair racing, and sped
her way to multiple medals at the War-
rior and Invictus Games, and a spot in this
spring’s Boston Marathon.

“Cancer was really tough, but it opened
up a world of opportunities | wouldn’t
have had otherwise,” said EImlinger, who
serves at the San Antonio Military Medical
Center. “I’m still a productive member of
society, still celebrating successes in life.”

The Cleveland, Ohio, native developed
a passion for both sports and the military at
an early age. Elmlinger recalls being glued
to the television during Operation Desert
Storm and set her sights on joining the
Army her senior year.

However, the versatile athlete became
conflicted after earning college scholar-
ships for cross country, track and bas-
ketball. “I got cold feet about joining the
service,” she said. “I couldn’t see myself
giving up sports just yet.”

Elmlinger devoted herself to college, but
the military beckoned again her sophomore
year. This time she trusted her gut and en-
listed as an Army medic on Veterans Day
in 1998. Over the next decade, she served

COURTESY PHOTO
Capt. Kelly Elmlinger competes at the 2015
Department of Defense Warrior Games on Marine
Corps Base Quantico, Va., in June.

with Fort Bragg’s 82nd Combat Aviation
Brigade, attended U.S. Army Airborne
School, was deployed twice and had a two-
year stint with a special missions unit.

In 2011, Elmlinger applied for the
Army Enlisted Commissioning Program
and University of North Carolina’s
nursing school, and got accepted to both.
She spent the next two years at school and
caring for her then-4 month-old-daughter,
Jayden.

The newly graduated nurse requested an
assignment at San Antonio Military Medi-
cal Center. “My key reason is | wanted to
take care of wounded warriors,” she said.
“l cared for warriors at the point of injury
during deployments and wanted the oppor-

tunity to close the loop — care for them as
they move forward in their recovery.”

Elmlinger arrived at the center in the
summer of 2011 and was assigned to a unit
focused on warrior care. It was here she
decided to readdress a health issue that had
been nagging her for more than a decade
— tenderness and pain in her left leg. Her
doctors found what appeared to be a col-
lection of blood vessels and performed a
procedure, but in six weeks she was back
and in even more pain.

This time, her doctor suggested a biopsy
and diagnosed Elmlinger with synovial
sarcoma. “l knew the term, but it took a
while for it to click: it was cancer,” she
said. “l knew from then on my life would
be different.”

Synovial sarcoma is a rare form of soft
tissue cancer with removal as the primary
treatment option. Elmlinger weighed her
options: remove the tumor or take the ex-
tra step of removing the leg. She opted for
limb salvage, undergoing the first of three
surgeries in June 2013.

A turning point came in January 2014,
when Elmlinger was given the green light
to rehabilitate at the Center for the Intrep-
id. The avid athlete was eager to dive back
into sports, but due to the bone and tissue
removal from her leg, was unable to run.
Fortunately, someone suggested wheel-
chair racing.

“It was not love at first sight,” she said.
“But | agreed to try it.”

The sport clicked with Elmlinger, who

trained for hours each week to gain speed.
Faster than ever, she decided to pursue
her lifelong dream of racing in the Boston
Marathon. She qualified by 10 minutes and
will participate in the elite race in April.

Just a year after starting the sport, the
versatile athlete went on to earn eight
medals at national and international com-
petitions — not just for wheelchair racing,
but also track and field, cycling and swim-
ming.

Elmlinger, who continues to train for fu-
ture events, said the games have come to
represent much more than sports to her.

“l look at these sporting events as more
of a celebration of life,” she said. “I may
be having a bad day, but I look around and
see how other people are overcoming chal-
lenges — and they inspire me.”

Alongwithsports, EImlingerwas deemed
fit to return to her other passion, military
nursing. This month marks her fifth back at
work in the center. “Some days are tough,
but I’m fortunate and grateful to have the
opportunity to still serve,” she said.

While she holds the Army in high es-
teem, Elmlinger said she’s most grateful
for her daughter, who is now 7 years old,
and for reaching the milestone of two years
cancer free.

“l am so thankful for my doctors, the
CFIl and for the technology that enabled me
to keep my leg,” she said. “It was a tough
road, but it’s what led to amazing opportu-
nities. 1’ve traveled around the world, met
amazing people. | feel very fortunate.”
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Hunting Incentive Program

In an effort to control the coyote and feral
pig population, Fort Rucker has developed
a Hunting Incentive Program that runs now
through Aug. 31. Registered hunters who shoot
20 feral pigs or five coyotes during the 2015-
2016 hunting season will receive a free Fort
Rucker Post Hunting Permit for the 2016-2017
hunting season. People who trap five or more
coyotes July-September are also eligible for a
free permit. Hunters must be registered to hunt
on Fort Rucker, be a registered participant of

the Hunting Incentives Program and verify,
through an outdoor recreation staff member or
the Fort Rucker Game Warden, all animals shot
or trapped on the installation. After verification
with an ODR staff member or the game war-
den, hunters may remove the animal.

For more information on how to participate,
call 255-4305.

Expansion of Functional Fitness Area
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center on
Andrews Avenue will soon undergo changes.

SPORTS BRIEFS

The current basketball and volleyball courts
will be designated as the new functional fit-
ness area. This will provide space for additional
functional fitness equipment, including but not
limited to power racks, lifting platforms, TRX
equipment, Olympic bars, plyometric boxes
and climbing rope. Space will be available for
full body movements, including sprints, lunges,
battle ropes and more. In December, intramural
basketball and volleyball will be relocated to the
Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center.
For more information, call 255-2296.

* Have a family di-
saster plan and
supply kit.

* Build or identify
a safe room in
your home.

e Purchaseanduse
a NOAA weather
radio with a tone
alert feature.This
will alert you to
warnings issued
by your local Na-
tional Weather
Service office.

Visit armyflier.com.

Jason Keen
Retired Sgt. 1Class

2015 1500 Trucks;
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GET PRE-QUALIFIED FOR YOUR LOAN AT TIVIWHITEHEADFORTHEPEOPLE.COM
(334) 347-8906  1-800-239-8906

or visit www.timwhiteheadchryslerdodgejeep.com
*$1999 down plus tax, title and fees. 36 month lease, $495 termination fee, 10,000 miles per year, excess mileage charge 25-cents per mile. $13,131.60 purchase option at end of lease.

Coffee County Arts Alliance

presents

What do you get when you bring together the fiddle,
mandolin, banjo, guitar, upright slap bass, beautiful rhinestone
costumes, hilarious comedy, & bluegrass, rockabilly &
gospel music? Only one answer, Branson On The Road®
- Christmas Sty|e. Begin your holiday with this Branson style
performance for the entire family.

December S, 2019 * Irm

Elba High School

Gold Corporate Sponsor: Anonymous Donor
—TICKETS - 334-406-ARTS (2787) —
In Advance: Adult $25 e Student $20

At the Door: Adult $30 e Student $23

Performances are made possible by support from corporate and individual |
memberships, by the Alabama State Council on the Arts and .
the National Endowment for the Arts. B 1

f

www.CoffeeCountyArtsAlliance.com
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