
The Army’s theme for Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month in Oc-
tober is “It Starts with Respect” and 
the Fort Rucker Family Advocacy 
Program stands ready to get the point 
across to the community.

 “We believe that family relation-
ships start with respect. They take 
work, but they start with respect,” 
said Nicqolle Truitt, family advoca-
cy specialist. “If we could continue 
to follow our prevention practices, 
training our troops and providing re-
source information to our families, 
then we believe those families will 
have respect and won’t have any 
situations where there is domestic 
violence in the family.”

The kickoff to the month will be 
a signing of the 2015 Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month Proclama-
tion by Col. Shannon T. Miller, Fort 
Rucker garrison commander, Oct. 
1 at 9:30 a.m. in the lobby of Bldg. 
5700, with refreshments served after 

the event.
“We would like to invite the whole 

community to come out and join 
us in watching the colonel sign the 
proclamation and kick off all of our 
wonderful events for the month,” 
Truitt said. 

The family advocacy program is 
also asking the community to sup-
port Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month on Oct. 2 by wearing purple. 
The post’s mascot, Sgt. Ted E. Bear, 
will be painted purple by Warrant Of-
ficer Career College warrant officer 
candidates Oct. 18-31 as he shows 
his support for the effort.

The Fix the Hurt Corporation will 
visit the installation Oct. 5-6 to host 
presentations for the community. 

Fort Rucker remembered and honored 
America’s prisoners of war and those 
still missing in action at its POW/MIA 
ceremony Sept. 17.

Among the hundreds in the audience 
were retired Master Sgt. Arthur Osep-
chook and retired Sgt. 1st Class Daniel 
Stamaris – both former POWs. Veterans 
from the U.S. Army, Air Force Coast 
Guard, Navy and Marine Corps and also 
attended the ceremony.

“It is my pleasure to be your host for 
today’s ceremony,” said Col. Allan M. 
Pepin, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Ex-
cellence chief of staff. “I want to thank 
you all for coming today. I also want to 
thank our distinguished guests and our 
veterans groups who are represented here 

today. 
“President Obama has officially issued 

a proclamation for this year’s National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day to be hon-
ored Sept. 18. I want to thank each and 
every one of you who served our country. 
We must thank those who gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our freedom,” he said. 
“Today, let us pledge to never forget those 
that are MIA. Let us pray they come back 
to our soils. More than 140,000 POWs 
have been reported, and we have two 
with us here today. It has been an honor 
to meet you both, and let me once again 
thank you for your services and your sac-
rifices.”

Retired and active Soldiers in attendance 
had a chance to stop and reflect on what 
the ceremony meant for them personally, 

Army Flier
September 24, 2015f o r t  r u c k e r  H  a l a b a m a

Serving the U.S. Army Aviation Center of excellence and the Fort Rucker community since 1956

Vol. 65  No. 38	

Perspective  A2 Armywide  B1-4 Community  C1-6 On Post  C2 Sports  D1-4

support
Hunt targets adding 
more handicap-
accessible amenities
Story on Page D1

Salute
Post hosts Gold Star 
Mothers Day service

Story on Page C1

leadership 
President to nominate 
Fanning as Army 
secretary
Story on Page A3

Not forgotten
Michele W. Forehand
Army Flier Contributing Writer

Photos by Jim Hughes

Col. Allan M. Pepin, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence chief of staff, speaks with former WWII 
POW retired Master Sgt. Arthur Osepchook shortly before the start of the Fort Rucker POW/MIA 
ceremony Sept. 17 at Veterans Park. 

See Ceremony, Page A5

Community honors POWs, MIAs during ceremony

Pepin speaks during the Fort Rucker POW/MIA ceremony.

R-e-s-p-e-c-t
By Courtney Gilley
Army Flier Contributing Writer

Program sets focus on Domestic Violence Awareness Month

During a quiet evening at 
the U.S. Army Air Ambu-
lance Detachment, a distress 
call came in that turned an 
uneventful evening into any-
thing but routine.

In the meantime, Soldiers 
of the U.S. Army Ranger 
School were on lightning 
lockdown as a storm passed 
over their training area near 
Eglin Air Force Base Aug. 
12, and with only minutes 
left on the lockdown, light-
ing struck in the middle of 
a platoon, critically injuring 
nine Soldiers, according to 
Maj. Brian Tripp, USAAAD 
commander.

“The Rangers were out 

doing their patrol training 
when the storm came in,” 
said Tripp. “They were on 
a temporary pause for the 
storm when I heard over the 
radio one of the Ranger pla-
toons called and requested 
MedEvac, reporting that 
there had been a lightning 
strike in the middle of their 
platoon.”

Immediately, Tripp ran 
down the hallway of the bar-
racks to alert his crewmem-
bers, and as his crew was 
preparing to fly out, more 
information started to come 
in stating that there were at 
least eight casualties. At that 
point, Tripp looked over to 
his detachment sergeant, Sgt 
1st Class, Tony Rudolph, a 
flight medic for the second 

aircraft, to prep the second 
aircraft for departure, as 
well.

In all, eight crewmem-
bers, four to each aircraft, 

were deployed to the site 
of the incident. Those in the 
first aircraft included Tripp, 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

MedEvac crews recognized for lifesaving efforts

See awareness, Page A5

See medevac, Page A4
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Soldiers of the U.S. Army Air Ambulance Detachment receive the 
Sikorsky Aircraft Rescue Award for courage from Lt. Col. Paul E. 
Berg, 1st Battalion, 223rd Aviation Brigade commander, during a 
ceremony at the Corvias building Sept. 10. The flight crews partici-
pated in a life-saving mission to aid the U.S. Army Ranger School 
when a platoon was struck by lightning during a storm Aug. 12.

Fort Rucker kicked off National Hispanic Heri-
tage Month Friday with food and fun at the post ex-
change food court.

The kickoff included a sampler of Hispanic food 
and remarks from Sgt. 1st Class Jason Garcia, 1st 
Aviation Brigade equal opportunity adviser.

The month reflects the Army’s commitment to di-
versity and the contributions that Hispanic Ameri-
cans have made to the military and the country.  Ac-
cording to the National Center for Veterans Analysis 
and Statistics, Hispanics make up about 6 percent of 
U.S. military veterans. Hispanics comprise about 15 
percent of the entire U.S. population.

Garcia spoke about Hispanic culture and how it 
has enriched not only the military, but the nation as 
a whole. 

Garcia said the shared experience of Hispanic 
Americans reflects the exceptional opportunities the 
U.S. provides to its citizens.

“When we look at the contributions made to sci-
ence, medicine, government, business, civil rights 
– it’s enormous,” he said. “No matter where you 
come from, with hard work and perseverance, you 
can make it in America.”

Garcia’s own family history illustrates the 
generational gains Hispanics have made in American 
society. His great-grandparents came to America as 
part of the Bracero program. The Bracero program 
was a World War II-era program that allowed 

Post celebrates 
Hispanic Heritage
By Jim Cook
Army Flier Contributing Writer
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Volunteers serve food at the Fort Rucker Hispanic Heritage 
Month kickoff event Friday at the post exchange food court.



WASHINGTON — Virginia isn’t 
known for large earthquakes, but at 1:51 
p.m., Aug. 23, 2011, one struck.

While the magnitude 5.8 temblor wasn’t 
large by West Coast standards, it surprised 
many residents, who are not used to being 
rolled and shaken.

On the day of the quake, Virginia Army 
National Guard Sgt. Maj. Joel Fix was 
in Afghanistan. As he tells it, before he 
learned there were no known deaths and 
relatively few injuries as a result, he was 
scared, wondering if his wife and two chil-
dren were OK.

But Fix and other like-minded individu-
als had a plan – and that offered some re-
assurance.

Fix, who is the emergency management 
program manager for the Office of the Ad-
ministrative Assistant to the Secretary of 
the Army, and others, disclosed that plan 
at the Emergency Preparedness Fair in 
the Pentagon Courtyard Sept. 16. Soldiers 
and other first responders had information 
booths set up and were eager to chat about 
it.

The plan
The first part of the plan is to have a 

plan. The second part of the plan is to have 
a kit. And the third part of the plan is to get 
involved, said Maj. Anthony Kazor, who 
is chief of the Army Emergency Manage-
ment Branch.

Everyone’s plan will be different, Kazor 
said. It should be tailored to the needs of 
the individual, and his or her family and 
their surroundings.

By surroundings, he said there are some 
installations and communities that are 
more prone to flooding, wildfires, torna-
does, earthquakes and other events. Likely 
events should be factored into the plan, 
which could include maps, evacuation 
routes and storm shelters.

Besides natural disasters, there are other 
kinds of events that are just as deadly, he 

said. For instance, there are chemical and 
fertilizer plants close to some installations. 
Knowing what to do or where to go in the 
event of a fire or explosion at the plant 
would be part of the plan. 

Another kind of disaster might be tech-
nological, he said. For example: the power 
grid going offline. A good plan would ad-
dress what to do without electricity – per-
haps a backup generator, and a way to start 
a fire to keep warm and cook.

Then there are active-shooter and terror-
ist attacks. A plan would cover this, too, he 
said, and would address escape and eva-
sion, places to hide and items that could be 
used as weapons as a last resort.

The kit
Every plan should come with a kit, Ka-

zor said. Like the plan itself, the kit would 
be tailored to the needs of the individual.

The key point about having a kit is to 
have it all in one place, perhaps in a bag 
or suitcase that’s easily accessible. The kit 
could include:

food and water, including water purifi-•	

cation tablets or filter;
first aid kit;•	
hand-cranked or battery-operated radio •	
(with spare batteries) to hear news and 
weather;
flashlights, candles;•	
fire-starters for heat, cooking;•	
tools;•	
maps, money;•	
important documents in case a fast •	
evacuation is required;
medications;•	
food for pets; and•	
rope, tape, plastic bags.•	

In addition to the kit, family members 
should have a rendezvous point, where 
they assemble if their neighborhood is de-
stroyed by a blast, fire or tornado, Kazor 
said. Typically, parents would be at work 
and kids in school, and if the neighbor-
hood is gone, they’d need alternate assem-
bly sites to link up.

Family members should also have a list 
and phone numbers of people to call, such 
as friends, family, police, fire department, 
etc.

Fix advised having more than one kit. 
He said one kit could be in the home and a 
smaller kit could go in the trunk of the car. 
Being stuck in a remote desert or snowy 
area without extra clothing, food or water 
could be deadly. A kit at work might be 
prudent, as well.

Get involved
Getting involved means sharing the plan 

with members of the family or, in the case 
of work, with co-workers, Kazor said. Ev-
eryone needs to know what to do in the 
event of different types of emergencies. As 
well, family members should familiarize 
themselves with items in the kit and know 
how to use them.

Installation commanders, too, can get 
involved by holding emergency prepared-
ness exercises, and ensuring Soldiers are 
made aware of the importance of a kit and 
a plan.

“Some Soldiers will listen to the mes-
sage because they want to be prepared,” 
he said. “Others may think that in times of 
an emergency, everything will be provided 
for them, which isn’t the case. That’s why 
it’s imperative we get the message out.”

Fix, who is still in the Guard, said he 
coaches his Soldiers about having an 
emergency plan and kit.

He cited an event he witnessed that took 
place recently, where there was a plan in 
place, but people hadn’t practiced using 
it. It involved a fire in an office building, 
where people evacuated according to plan, 
but panicked, as well. Some fell and bones 
were broken. Practicing to evacuate ahead 
of time might have prevented the injuries. 
The entire incident is still under investiga-
tion, so Fix said he was not authorized to 
provide more specifics.

Kazor said having a plan and a kit 
doesn’t constitute being a survivalist like 
some who have appeared on the reality TV 
show “Doomsday Preppers.” 

He admits he’s watched the show and 
has been entertained by it, but he doesn’t 
have a fallout shelter – at least not yet.
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W01 Logan Yawn 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.

“It’s important because if 
you’re more fortunate than 
others, then you should share 
some of that good fortune to 
someone who is in need.” 

“You never know when 
someone could help you out in 
the future, so help now while 
you can and someone may do 
the same for you one day.”

“We should help each other 
out every now and then be-
cause a lot of times people can 
get wrapped up in themselves, 
but sometimes you need to 
think of others.”

“If you’ve got a little extra, 
why not use it to help some-
one out?”

Mary Dansfield, 
military spouse

1st Lt. Dawn Herron, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.

W01 Peter Leslie, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.  
“It just rounds you out as 

a good person if you give to 
those less fortunate.”

2nd Lt. William Mayne, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.  
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The Heart of Alabama Combined Federal 
Campaign runs now through Dec. 15. Why is 
it important to give to those who are in need?
“

”Rotor Wash
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Maj. Anthony Kazor, who is chief of the Army Emergency Management Branch, shows a kit that would 
be useful in the event of an emergency. He and others were at the Emergency Preparedness Fair in the 
Pentagon Courtyard Sept. 16.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

BE PREPARED
Plan for worst before it’s too late



WASHINGTON — The U.S. Army 
needs to turn out innovation and technol-
ogy faster than its enemies to maintain 
“overmatch,” said Training and Doctrine 
Command’s deputy commanding general 
for futures.

“We really have to focus on the right 
priorities to develop the right capabilities, 
because we don’t want any fair fights,” said 
TRADOC’s Lt. Gen. H.R. McMaster as he 
discussed the Army Operating Concept at 
an Institute of Land Warfare breakfast Sept. 
10. “We know that in combat a fair fight 
means barely winning, and barely winning 
is an ugly proposition.

In looking at future war, McMaster said 
the Army would have to innovate and think 
clearly about who the country would be up 
against. 

He said nation states are potential threats 
to national interests as are state actors as 
well as non-state, and what he said were 
“so-called hybrid actors, as well.” 

“We recognize that all these threats are 
essentially doing four things overall to con-
tend with what they see as U.S. capabili-
ties,” he said. “There are two ways to fight 
the U.S. military— asymmetrically and stu-
pid— and you want the enemy to pick stu-

pid, but they’re likely not to pick stupid, so 
we see our enemies evading. They see our 
overmatch capabilities, they evade capa-
bilities with traditional counter-measures, 
dispersion, concealment, all intermingling 
with civilian populations and deception.

“They are disrupting what we see as our 
capabilities, especially our stand-off capa-
bilities where we are able to identify the 

enemy from stand-off lanes and conduct 
precision strikes, and we see some of those 
capabilities in eastern Ukraine today,” Mc-
Master said.

He cited examples such as electronic 
warfare cyber skills and unmanned aircraft 
systems tied to area fires, and how those 
sorts of capabilities can challenge what has 
been a U.S. advantage in precision-strike 

capabilities. 
He said the enemy emulates U.S. capa-

bilities, which show the ease of technology 
transfer to adversaries.

“Technology is probably the element of 
our differential advantage over future en-
emies, so we have to consider the technolo-
gies we need to make us more effective, 
but we also have to consider enemy coun-
termeasures and technological capabilities 
they’re developing,” he said.

The differential advantage, he said, 
comes from combinations of well-trained 
Soldiers, cohesive teams and adaptive lead-
ers with technology, and this is why the 
Army can’t focus on a couple of discreet 
technologies and say this is what is going 
to give us our advantage. 

“We have to develop a broad range of 
technological capabilities that can be used 
in combination to seize, retain and exploit 
the initiative over determined and capable 
enemies,” he said.

The importance of the Army Operating 
Concept is that it’s a starting point, not 
the answer to all the Army needs to know 
about future operations, said McMaster, 
adding that the concept is meant to frame 
the problem of how to make sure the Army 
is capable of operating in sufficient scale, 
with duration and the right capabilities to 
accomplish future missions.
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WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama announced his 
intent Friday to nominate seven 
individuals to key administra-
tion posts, included among those 
is Eric K. Fanning, who will be 
nominated for the position of 
Army secretary.

Fanning currently serves as the 
acting undersecretary of the Army 
and as chief management officer 
for the Army. He was appointed 
to that position by the president 
in June.

“These fine public servants 
bring a depth of experience and 
tremendous dedication to their 
important roles,” the president 
said of the potential nominees. 
“I look forward to working with 
them.”

As secretary of the Army, Fan-
ning will have statutory respon-
sibility for all matters relating to 
the service, including manpower, 
personnel, reserve affairs, instal-
lations, environmental issues, 
weapons systems and equipment 
acquisition, communications, and 
financial management.

Fanning will be responsible for 
developing and implementing the 
Department of the Army’s annual 
budget, and will lead a work force 
of more than 1 million active-duty, 
Army National Guard and Army 

Reserve Soldiers, and 250,000 
Department of the Army civilian 
employees. He will also take on 
stewardship of more than 13 mil-
lion acres of land.

In addition to his role as acting 
undersecretary of the Army, Fan-
ning has served as special assistant 
to Defense Secretary Ash Carter 
since March. He also served as 
chief of staff to the secretary from 
March to June.

“Eric served as my first chief 
of staff at the Pentagon, and it has 
been a privilege over the course of 
my career to work alongside him 
and watch him develop into one 
of our country’s most knowledge-

able, dedicated and experienced 
public servants,” Carter said. 
“I know he will strengthen our 
Army, build on its best traditions 
and prepare our ground forces to 
confront a new generation of chal-
lenges.

“President Obama has made an 
excellent choice and I hope for a 
quick Senate confirmation,” Cart-
er said.

Fanning has served as the act-
ing undersecretary of the Army 
since June, where he worked 
alongside current Army Secretary 
John M. McHugh, who said he is 
impressed with Fanning’s accom-
plishments.

“Since my earliest days in the 
Pentagon, I have consistently wit-
nessed Eric demonstrate sound 
judgment and insight,” McHugh 
said. “Our Soldiers, civilians and 
their families will benefit greatly 
from his leadership. I commend 
President Obama on an outstand-
ing nomination.”

In June, McHugh announced 
he intends to step down from the 
secretary position no later than 
Nov. 1.

Recently-appointed Army 
Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Mil-
ley also offered congratulations to 
Fanning.

“I want to congratulate Honor-

able Fanning on his nomination as 
the 22nd secretary of the Army,” 
Milley said. “Upon confirmation, 
I look forward to working with 
him on addressing the challenges 
our great Army faces now and in 
the future.”

Fanning has served in a vari-
ety of other defense positions and 
across multiple services.

From April 2013 until Febru-
ary, Fanning served as the 24th 
undersecretary of the Air Force. 
As undersecretary and chief man-
agement officer of the Air Force, 
he oversaw an annual budget of 
more than $110 billion by serving 
as co-chair of the top Air Force 
corporate decision-making body, 
the Air Force Council. He also led 
the Air Force Space Board, the Air 
Force Energy Council, the Force 
Management and Development 
Council, and numerous other Air 
Force decision-making bodies.

From June to December 2013, 
Fanning served as acting secre-
tary of the Air Force.

From 2009 to 2013, Fanning 
served as the deputy undersecre-
tary of the Navy and deputy chief 
management officer of the Navy. 
In this role, he led the depart-
ment’s business transformation 
and governance processes and co-
ordinated several efforts to iden-
tify enterprise-wide efficiencies.

Fanning is a graduate of Dart-
mouth College.

President to nominate Fanning as Army secretary
Army News Service
Staff Report

News Briefs
Prescription Drug Take Back Day

As part of National Prescription Drug Take Back 
Day, the Fort Rucker Army Substance Abuse Pro-
gram has partnered with Fort Rucker Criminal Inves-
tigation Command to provide a convenient and safe 
drop-off location inside the post exchange Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  People interested in disposing 
of their expired or unwanted prescription and over-
the-counter medications will have the opportunity to 
do so at this location.  

Additionally, ASAP encourages everyone to visit 
It’s a Thin Line for additional resources for dealing 
with prescription drug use, misuse and abuse at http://
www.imcom.army.mil/ASAP/ArmyThinLine.aspx.

For more information, call 255-7509. 

CIF closure
The Fort Rucker Central Issue Facility will be 

closed for inventory until normal operations resume 
Monday. People with questions or concerns should 
call 255-9573 or 255-1095.

Gold Star luminary service
Army Community Service’s Survivor Outreach 

Services will recognize Gold Star Mother’s Day and 
Gold Star Family Day with a luminary service Sun-
day at 6:30 p.m. at the Main Post Chapel. For more 
information, call 255-9639.

Change of command
The 1st Warrant Officer Company will host a 

change of command ceremony Oct. 9 at 11 a.m. at 
the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. CW4 Jerry D. 
White will assume command from CW4 Joseph R. 
Scarpill. People need to RSVP by Oct. 2 by calling 
255-2646 or 255-3432.

Lyster closures
Lyster will close at noon Oct. 9 for organization 

day. The clinic will be closed Oct. 12 in observance 
of Columbus Day. The clinic will reopen Oct. 13.

People who need medical care or advice when the 
clinic is closed can call the Nurse Advice Line at 
800-874-2273. For emergencies, people should go to 
the nearest emergency room.

Lyster activity classes
Lyster Army Health Clinic offers free yoga classes 

Mondays and Thursdays from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. in the Lyster Activity Center, Rm. J-100, of the 
clinic. People are encouraged to bring their own mat, 
but the staff has extra if people forget. 

Siren test
The Installation Operations Center conducts a test 

of the emergency mass notification system the first 
Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m. At that time 
people will hear the siren over the giant voice. No 
actions are required.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree Council meets 

the first Thursday of each month in The Landing at 
11:30 a.m. The meeting is an open forum and all re-
tirees are invited to attend. Retirees are also encour-
aged to apply for one of the open positions on the 
council.

For more information, call 255-9124.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-

Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The thrift shop needs 
people’s unwanted items. People can drop off dona-
tions at any time in the shed behind the shop (former 
Armed Forces Bank building) located in front of the 
theater next door to the bowling alley. Donations are 
tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

ID card appointment system
To help reduce wait times, the Directorate of Hu-

man Resources recently changed its ID Card Section 

to an appointment-only system Mondays-Fridays for 
people seeking to get ID cards.

The only walk-in customers who are seen are those 
who have lost their cards, need a personal identifi-
cation number reset, need a DD Form 1172 issue, 
are in- or out-processing, and retirees renewing their 
cards – all other walk-in customers will be asked to 
make an appointment.

To make an appointment, people just need to go 
online and visit https://rapids-appointments.dmdc.
osd.mil/appointment/building.aspx?BuildingId=876.

People with questions on using the appointment 
system or who need to verify the documents required 
to get an ID, should call 255-2182.   

Library fax service change
The Center Library recently changed its policy re-

garding sending faxes for patrons. There is now no 
charge for sending faxes to local or DSN phone num-
bers. Long distance faxes cost $2 for the first page 
(not including the cover page) and 50 cents for other 
pages. The Center Library is open Mondays from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
and Saturdays from noon to 5 p.m. 

For more information, call 255-3885.

TRICARE Nurse Advice Line
Lyster Army Health Clinic uses the TRICARE 

Nurse Advice Line for all after-hours urgent care 
questions. Call 1-800-TRICARE (874-2273) to speak 
with a nurse 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Volunteers needed
Lyster Army Health Clinic is looking for volun-

teers to drive patients to and from the parking lot in 
its golf cart. The golf cart was donated in 2011 by the 
mayor of Dothan after a retiree noticed that patients 
often needed assistance when walking to and from 
the clinic parking lot. Those interested in volunteer-
ing can call Capt. Brian Turner at 255-7245. 

Innovation, technology keys to Army maintaining ‘overmatch’

Photo by Staff Sgt. Charles Crail

Eric K. Fanning, acting undersecretary of the Army, shares breakfast with Soldiers of the 18th Field Artillery Brigade at Fort 
Bragg, N.C., Aug. 11. 

By J.D. Leipold
Army News Service 

Photo by J.D. Leipold

Lt. Gen. H.R. McMaster, U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command’s deputy commanding general for 
futures, told Association of the United States Army members that ideas and valued outcomes have to 
be turned out faster than “determined and adaptive enemies to maintain overmatch,” Sept. 10.



QUANTICO, Va. – “Wanted.” 
The word placed in bold letters across a 

poster with the U.S. Army Criminal Investi-
gation Command badge incites fear in crimi-
nals around the world.

The latest “Wanted” poster released by 
the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Com-
mand; however, is seeking assistance of a 
different kind. Commonly known as CID, 
the command is seeking applications from 
qualified Solders to train and serve as sworn 
federal law enforcement agents. 

CID and its agents support the Army in 
peace and war, by investigating felony-level 
crime that has an Army nexus. From homi-
cide to contracting fraud, CID’s reach covers 
the globe and helps keep the Army commu-
nity safe with one of the highest crime solve 
rates in modern law enforcement. 

“If you want to do real detective work, 
if that is where your heart is, Army CID 
is where you need to be,” said CW5 John 
Welch, the command’s chief warrant officer. 
“That is what we do day in and day out.”

CID special agents are on the cutting edge 
with the latest in criminal investigative tac-
tics and techniques, and receive some of the 
best training available in law enforcement 
today. Agents are supported by a world-
renowned criminal forensic laboratory and 
have the opportunity to pursue education 
at the FBI National Academy, Metropolitan 
Policy Academy at Scotland Yard and the 
Canadian Police College. 

“Our mission is felony investigations and 
anything associated with Title 10 criminal 
investigations,” Welch said. “We work hand 
in hand with U.S. attorneys, local law en-

forcement agencies, the FBI, DEA (Drug 
Enforcement Administration), and ATF (Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives).”

CID special agents also conduct computer 
crime investigations, polygraph services, 
criminal intelligence collection and analysis, 
and provide personal security services, much 
like the U.S. Secret Service, for key Depart-
ment of Defense and Army officials. 

For many CID special agents, like Welch, 
the mission is second to the difference they 
make.

“There is no better feeling than helping 
people through your investigative efforts, 
whether it be helping an individual or help-
ing a community,” he said.

“Wanted” Soldiers must be U.S. citizens 
at least 21-years-old and a maximum rank of 
sergeant (non-promotable). Promotable ser-
geants and staff sergeants with one year or 
less time-in-grade may apply with a waiver. 
All applicants must have at least two years, 
but not more than 10 years, time in service, 
have an ST score of 107 or higher (110 or 
higher if tested prior to Jan. 2, 2002), have at 
least 60 college credit hours (waiver of up to 
half of this prerequisite may be considered), 
and have normal color vision and no record 
of mental or emotional disorders. 

Additionally, they must be able to speak 
and write clearly, attain and maintain a Top 
Secret-Single Scope Background Investiga-
tion security clearance, no record of unsatis-
factory credit, and no felony or court-martial 
convictions. Lastly, they must be able to 
complete 36 months of service obligation 
upon completion of the CID Special Agent 
Course.

Soldiers with a passion for real detec-
tive work and the above qualifications are 
“Wanted” by CID and can start the applica-
tion process at www.cid.army.mil.
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Army CID seeks to recruit Soldiers
By Mary Markos 
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation 
Command
Public Affairs

Army graphic

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CENTER

College Cinema • enterprise

WESTGATE CENTER Enterprise Information
334-347-2531
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
SEPTEMBER 25 - OCTOBER 1, 2015

I HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 - PG

Mon-Fri: 7:10 & 9:10
Sat-Sun: 2:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:10

II THE INTERN - PG13

Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:20
Sat-Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20

III THE MAZE RUNNER: THE SCORCH TRIALS - PG13

Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:30
Sat-Sun: 1:45, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:30

IV THE VISIT - PG13
Mon-Fri: 7:10 & 9:10
Sat-Sun: 2:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:10

I EVEREST - PG13
2D - Mon-Fri: 7:00 • Sat-Sun: 1:50 & 7:00
3D - Mon-Fri: 9:20 • Sat-Sun: 4:10 & 9:20

II WAR ROOM - PG
Mon-Fri: 7:00 • Sat-Sun: 2:00, 4:20 & 7:00

THE PERFECT GUY - PG13
Mon-Fri: 9:20 • Sat-Sun: 9:20

III BLACK MASS - R
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:20
Sat-Sun: 1:50, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:20

who was the pilot in command; CW2 Jesse 
Olmstead, pilot; Sgt. Delani Simmons, flight 
medic; and Spc. Jobanny Almanzar, UH-60 
crew chief. Those in the second aircraft were 
CW3 Todd Boehm, pilot in command; W01 
Adam Nyitray, pilot; Rudolph, flight medic; 
and Sgt. Zachary Quinn, UH-60 crew chief.

Within nine minutes of being notified, the 
first aircraft was on the ground to get to the 
injured Rangers, according to Lt. Col. Paul 
E. Berg, 1st Battalion, 223rd Aviation Bri-
gade commander, with the second aircraft 
just six minutes behind.

“In a matter of around 49 minutes, the 
crew had MedEvac’d  nine litter-urgent pa-
tients, half of them who had to go into the 
(intensive care unit) within that timeframe,” 
said the battalion commander. “I’m very 
proud of what they did that day. We had a 
lot of Soldiers who made it to the hospital in 
time, and those guys were very fortunate to 
have our crews there.”

Within that 49-minute timeframe, both 
crews managed to prep their aircraft, land 
their aircraft, triage the patients on the 
ground, get them loaded up and transport 
them to the nearest hospital, all while in the 
rain with thunderstorms outside of a 5-mile 
radius, as described by Simmons.

“We arrived in an open field, and adjacent 
to where we were landing was a long dirt 
road, and when we hit the ground, we got 
out and we just started hauling down the dirt 
road,” said the flight medic. “It was muddy 
and still raining, and you see all of the Rang-
ers and the Ranger instructors and all of their 
medics trying to pull everyone together and 
trying to get everyone triaged.”

Simmons described the site as chaotic, 
but organized, with all the patients lined up 
along the road, so that they had easy access 
to assess the injuries.

“As I got to the last guy, he happened to 

be the worst off, so we grabbed him with-
out having to discuss a plan, and the Rangers 
grabbed on and we took off to the aircraft 
and got that patient in and took off,” Sim-
mons said.

When triaging a patient, Simmons said the 
goal is to determine the severity of the pa-
tient’s injuries – which can be treated on the 
scene and which need to be taken to a higher 
echelon of care. Those who were having any 
type of respiratory issues needed to be taken 
out and others just needed to be evaluated, 
he said.

In total, five rotations were done between 
the two aircraft, airlifting two patients at a 
time, with the exception of the first, most 
critical patient.

When a patient is finally in the aircraft, 
the danger isn’t over just yet, however, said 
Rudolph. The care continues throughout the 
flight until the aircraft has landed at the hos-
pital.

“Each patient is different based on their 
injuries and based on what you see,” he said. 
“As Sergeant Simmons made the determi-
nation to take that first patient, when he gets 
him in the aircraft, he puts him on a heart 
monitor, gives him oxygen and monitors his 
vital signs.

“And during this whole mess of chaos, 
there’s a crew chief over there who has to 
help him, get him whatever medical gear he 
needs – there’s a lot of things that go on in 
that helicopter,” he continued. “There are 
things that happen when there are lives (on 
the line) in the back of the aircraft that no-
body can prepare you for – it’s just innate 
in you.”

But something the Army does prepare 
them for is teamwork and complete crew 
coordination, which Rudolph said allowed 
the team to be as efficient as possible.

“A large part of the success of the team 
is that each individual member of the team 
knows what his task is, which allows the 

team to work seamlessly to help those in dis-
tress,” he said. “Everybody knows their job 
and everybody knows what is supposed to 
happen. I don’t have to ask Sergeant Quinn 
to do anything, he just knows. All while 
we’re doing what we’re doing in the back 
of the aircraft, the pilots are talking to each 
other on what they need to do next.”

It was because of their coordination and 
teamwork that they were able to get all of 
their critical patients to get the treatment they 
needed, which allowed the injured Rangers 
to move on to a speedy recovery and com-

plete the course, despite the incident.
All members of the rescue crew were 

awarded the Sikorsky Aircraft Rescue 
Award for courage while participating in a 
life-saving mission.

“A lot of times we say that you can’t prac-
tice for something like this, but we absolutely 
do,” said Tripp. “We all train our particular 
portion and everybody has their particular 
job, then all of our portions are like puzzle 
pieces that all go together when the mission 
happens to get that mission completed suc-
cessfully.”

MedEvac: Soldiers commended for efforts under pressure
Continued from Page A1



laborers from Mexico to come to the United States to 
fulfill agricultural and other labor needs during the war. 
More than 4.3 million Mexican laborers came to the U.S. 
between 1942 and 1965 as a result of the program.

“They wanted a better way of life and better opportu-
nities for their children,” he said. “That’s the great thing 

about America and diversity – there’s always an opportu-
nity out there.”

Manuel and Ali Landibar attended the event to visit their 
daughter, Marta Boyle. Manuel, an Army retiree, said that 
he was impressed by the Army’s embrace of the Hispanic 
community.

“I am pleasantly surprised to see how many American-
born citizens speak Spanish and celebrate Hispanic cul-

ture,” he said.
Staff Sgt. Kari Brenner said her favorite part of the 

event was the variety of Hispanic food available. Brenner 
said events like Hispanic Heritage Month strengthen the 
Army.

“The Army stresses equal opportunity, and it’s great we 
have events like this that let us celebrate their ethnic back-
ground and heritage.”
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Heritage: Army celebrations stress equal opportunity
Continued from Page A1

Five presentations of the “Control.As-
sault.Delete” program will be performed 
at 9 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. on Oct. 
5. Additional presentations will be per-
formed at 9 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on Oct. 
6. A performance of “I Have This Friend” 
will also be presented Oct. 6 at 6 p.m. and 
will be geared towards parents and teen-
agers. All of the presentations take place 
at the post theater.

“It’s going to teach teenagers about abu-
sive relationships in teen dating relation-
ships, so they know what the risk factors 
are in those relationships,” Truitt said.

Attendance at the “Control.Assault.
Delete” presentations will cover the an-
nual training requirement for domestic 
violence awareness, per Army regulation 
608-18, she said. 

“The community is welcome, and we 
are hoping we can train as many Soldiers 
as we can during the five presentations on 
those two days,” Truitt said.

But the effort doesn’t stop there, as 
ScreamFree Marriage presentations are 

scheduled for Oct. 2, 9 and 16 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Commons, Bldg. 
8950. The deadline to register for the 
event is Tuesday. Call 255-3898 to regis-
ter for the event and to discuss childcare 
coordination. 

The presentations will be a reinforce-
ment for those who are about to be mar-
ried, are newly married or have even been 
married for a long time. Truitt said that 
the program understands not everyone 
screams in their marriage, but the presen-
tation is about more than that.

“It’s titled ScreamFree Marriage be-
cause there are ways to scream without 
screaming,” she said. “The gist of it is we 
want couples to work through those tough 
spots in a marriage or relationship while 
building a deeper relationship because 
every marriage is going to have bumps 
in the road. When you’re going through 
those bumps we want husbands and wives 
to stay connected because it’s possible to 
not agree, but still love each other.”

Various tables with information regard-
ing domestic violence awareness will be 
displayed across the installation, as well. 

Those tables can be found in Bldg. 5700, 
Lyster Army Health Clinic, the library and 
the post chapel. 

The Period of Purple Crying is also a 
focus of the program during domestic 
awareness month. This awareness cam-
paign is used to inform parents that it’s 
OK for a baby to cry and for them to let 
the child cry, said Vicky Harmon, nurse 
specialist for the New Parents Support 
Program.

“We’ll also be putting out free DVDs 
and informational booklets on The Period 
of Purple Crying,” she said. “The military 
has adopted this program, which supple-
ments or replaces the Shaken Baby cam-
paign.”

This program, according to Harmon, 
will be used to teach parents how to adapt 
to the stages of the child, so if they know 
what’s going on they will know how to 
react. 

Domestic violence, Truitt said, is not 
just physical, but can also be emotional, 
sexual, financial or neglect. 

“A person might not believe they’re be-
ing abused because they aren’t being hit. 

There’s financial abuse where one spouse 
is withholding finances from the other, the 
ID card has been taken, or they can’t drive 
the car and are forced to stay in the house 
all the time,” she said. 

A resource library is also available to 
anyone with a military ID card. The li-
brary is home to books, DVDs and refer-
ence materials for any interested party.

“Anything that you can think of to help 
soldiers be a better parent, better husband 
or wife – you name it and it’s in our re-
source library,” Truitt said.

The family advocacy program encour-
ages anyone who feels like they are a vic-
tim of domestic abuse to call their hotline 
at 379-7947. 

For any questions, concerns or desires to 
file a report, the community may reach the 
family advocacy program at 255-3898.  

“At the family advocacy program, our 
mission is to prevent domestic violence 
within the Army family, and we want to 
prevent child abuse in the Army family,” 
Truitt said. “We are able to do that through 
programs and services we provide to ser-
vice members and the community.”

Awareness: Domestic violence more than physical
Continued from Page A1

especially Osepchook and Stamaris.
“I am pleased to be here,” Osepchook said. “I was a 

POW in World War II for 14 months after my B-17, Sil-
ver Dollar, that I was flying in as a ball turret gunner was 
shot down over Berlin. I and the waist gunner were the 
only two that survived. It was an experience I will never 
forget. My family had no idea I was coming home. The 
emotions shared that day, well, you can’t imagine. 

“I am lucky to be here. But, the sad thing is, some nev-
er make it home, and we should always remember that,” 

the former POW added. “This is something we should 
remember every day – not just once a year. I hope every 
Soldier still missing in action is brought back home for 
their family to have that closure. But, most important, 
we all must remember each prisoner of war and each 
Soldier missing in action. We must not forget.”

Stamaris served in Operation Desert Storm. He was 
captured in February of 1991 after the UH-60 Black 
Hawk he was flying in was shot down while attempting 
to rescue and American pilot downed earlier. 

“I was held as a POW for eight days,” Stamaris said. 
“I must say it was pretty rough. I was severely injured, 

and I can honestly say I should not be here today. The 
sad thing is, when my family was notified, they were 
told I was dead. Then the information was changed to I 
crawled off from the crash site and must have died. Then 
they received the news I was a POW. 

“Honoring our POWs and MIAs is something we 
must do,” he added. “They are a part of our heritage, 
and so many sacrifices have been made to keep us free. 
They should be remembered each and every day. So 
many individuals are not aware of what all sacrifices our 
military must do so we can have our freedom. Everyone 
should know our freedom is not free.”  

Ceremony: Honoring POWs, MIAs a ‘must do’
Continued from Page A1
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Chris Rogers ~ 334-406-0726
chris@c21regencyrealty.com

Open House schedule subject to change when home sells. Check the Century 21 website or my facebook page for updates. Good Luck!
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Visit 1 or ALL 6 of the Open Houses
below for a chance to win

2 AUBURN
HOME GAME TICKETS!!

OR Register to win at the
Century 21 Booth October 17, 2015

at the Boll Weevil Fall Festival!

1 OPEN HOUSE =

1 CHANCE TO WIN!

Boll Weevil Fall Festival
AUBURN TICKETS GIVEAWAY

OCTOBER 17, 2015

6
1 OPEN

1 CHANCOPEN HOUSES!
CHANCES TOWIN!

103 PINEHURST DRIVE ~ ENTERPRISE
$77,900 • 3BR/1BA • Attached Carport

Directions: Headed north on the
Boll Weevil Circle, turn left onto

Pinehurst Drive. Travel about ¾ mile.
House is on the right.

MLS #20142224

105 STONECHASE DRIVE ~ ENTERPRISE
$233,000 • 4BR/3BA

• Attached Garage • Fireplace
Directions: From the Boll Weevil Circle,
turn onto CR 708. In about ½ mile turn
right on CR 711. In about another ½
mile, turn right into Stonechase S/D &

105 will be the 3RD house.
MLS #20151239

Saturday, Oct 10 • 2-4PM
Sunday, Oct 11 • 2-4PM

311 S. OAK RIDGE DRIVE ~ ENTERPRISE
$242,000 • 3BR/2BA

• Attached Garage • Fireplace
Directions: Take 167 South, turn into

Oakridge Forest. Take a right &
the home is on the left.
MLS #20151274

504 RIVERWOOD DRIVE ~ ENTERPRISE
$254,900 • 4BR/2BA

• Attached Garage • Fireplace
Directions: Turn into Sommer Brooke S/D
off of Porter Lunsford Road. Take left on

Riverwood, house on right.
MLS #20141188

23 BLUE RIDGE CIRCLE ~ ENTERPRISE
$326,000 • 4BR/3.5BA

• Attached Garage • Bonus Room
Directions: Highway 27 north to

Cotton Creek. Left onto Cotton Creek
Blvd. Left on Blue Ridge Circle.

MLS #20151238

THIS SATURDAY
Sept. 26 • 2-4PM

THIS SUNDAY
Sept. 27 • 2-4PM

NEXT SATURDAY
Oct 3 • 2-4PM

NEXT SUNDAY
Oct 4 • 2-4PM

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become
a fan on
Facebook

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

REGENCY SCHOOL
OF REAL ESTATE

Unlock
Your
Potential

Live Instruction by
EXPERIENCED & KNOWLEDGEABLE

Instructors

ENROLL TODAY
Call Robin Foy at 389-4410
school@c21regencyrealty.com

CENTURY 21
Regency Realty, Inc.

License #93387

CLASSES ARE
MONDAY NIGHTS

5:00PM - 9:00PM

STARTING
NOW!

IT'S NOT TOO LATE!
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become
a fan on
Facebook

Visit www.c21regencyrealty.com
enter MLS # to view more info &
pictures of theses & all the homes

on the market in our area!

&
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Bec
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104 St Andrews
$82,000: Build in Tartan Pines Golf Community. 18 hole
championship golf with lighted driving range, community pool, club
house & scenic cart paths. This neighborhood truly provides a
unique lifestyle. CENTURY 21 REGENCY REALTY, INC. 347-0048
MLS #20151706

5477 Highway 134 ~ Daleville
$58,000: Only about 5 miles out of town on
Highway 134, this property was built in 1983, &
has 3BR/2BA. Sunken den with fireplace &
the kitchen has a dining area & then access to
the 2-car garage. Off the French doors of the
kitchen, there is a small covered patio. Deck to
attic area. Pole barn to the back. EVELYN HITCH
406-3436 MLS #20151737

301 Jasmine Circle
$154,000: A beautiful cottage located conveniently to schools,
shopping, golf, restaurants & minutes from Ft Rucker. Enjoy
morning coffee on the screened porch overlooking a fenced,
landscaped backyard. House is equipped with low E windows,
2" faux wood blinds, natural gas heat, stove & water heater,
beautiful wood floors in living area, open floor plan, framed
mirrors in baths, tray ceiling in living/dining area & 1-car garage.
Schedule your viewing of this house located in The Cottages at Woodland Park.
JUDY DUNN 301-5656 MLS #20151770

103 Candlewood
$139,900: What a great price & location on this
3BR/2BA with bonus room. New interior paint &
carpet. The family room features a vaulted ceiling &
an inviting gas log fireplace. The functional u-shaped
kitchen opens into the large bonus room (which
would make a great play room, but could be anything
you need). There's room for a pool table, guys! The
bedrooms are all nicely sized. Garage has a large
storage room. A large workshop, scuppernong vine,
fruit trees & a parking pad for boat/RV are in the backyard.
JAN SAWYER 406-2393 MLS #20151765

118 Buckridge
$71,900: This charming 3BR/2BA, brick home
is waiting for you! Located on a great corner
lot, this large yard features a deck perfect for
entertaining & already has a fence. Windows &
new metal roof were installed in 2013. Sellers
are offering an allowance of up to $3000 for
the master bathroom floor. Come see today!
SOMMER RAKES 406-1286 MLS #20151767

753 Will Logan Road ~ Ozark
$72,000: Beautiful land & perfect place for the
horses. Good fixer-upper house or build your
dream home here. Conveniently located, extra-
large lot & has storage buildings!!! SOLD "AS IS".
FRAN & DON KALTENBAUGH 790-5973 & MARY
M. JONES 790-2933 MLS #20151779



NOVO SELO TRAINING AREA, Bulgaria — The 
173rd Airborne Brigade “Sky Soldiers”out of Vicenza, 
Italy, conducted a combined arms live-fire exercise in 
Bulgaria Sept. 5.

The CALFX provided a platform for the U.S. Army and 
Bulgarian Land Forces to train complex tasks together at 
the small-unit level.

“Our goal in Bulgaria is to work with the host nation 
and show NATO that we stand as one,” said 2nd Lt. Paul 
Hanneman, a Salem, Oregon, native and platoon leader 
assigned to Attack Company, 1st Battalion, 503rd Infan-
try Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade. “We believe that 
fighting, shooting and maneuvering alongside Bulgarian 
land forces really helps build our interoperability.” 

B
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Armywide

See 12th CAB, Page B4

U.S. and U.K. soldiers run out of the back of a British CH-47 
helicopter after completing a live-fire scenario on the Grafen-
woehr Training Area, Germany, during exercise Swift Response 
15, Sept. 2.

CAMP BONDSTEEL, Kosovo — 
Recent wildfires in the mountains of 
southern Kosovo sparked a deployed 
U.S. Army Reserve flight crew to con-
duct aerial firefighting training Sept. 6 
at a lake near Mitrovica.

The training, conducted by Soldiers 
from A Company, 2nd Battalion, 238th 
Aviation Regiment out of Los Alamitos, 
California and currently assigned to the 
Multinational Battle Group-East South-
ern Command Post, incorporated aerial 
firefighting maneuvers that certified 
crew members to conduct firefighting 
missions in the future—simultaneously 
building personal skills and adding col-
lective capability to their unit.

“The plan was to go back and check 
on the fires that occurred yesterday,” 
said CW4 Eugene Okita, a UH-60 
Black Hawk pilot with the 2-238th Avn. 
Regt., referring to reoccurring forest 
fires in southern Kosovo that MNBG-E 
troops helped fight in coordination with 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany — Three NATO al-
lies completed their participation in exercise Swift 
Response 15 during a combined arms live-fire exer-
cise Sept. 1-5.

Swift Response 15 is the U.S. Army’s largest com-
bined airborne training event in Europe since the end 
of the Cold War. It included nearly 5,000 service 
members from 11 NATO nations.

Army trainers designed the live-fire to connect pla-
toons and squads from Poland, the United Kingdom 
and the U.S. in order for those units to learn how to 
operate side by side.

The event utilized the resources of several ranges 
in Grafenwoehr, including the Range 118 multi-pur-
pose complex with its sophisticated suite of digital 
targetry, high-definition cameras and audio equip-
ment, which contributed to providing a more realis-
tic and relevant training experience, said U.S. Army 
Maj. Mychajlo Eliaszewskyj, the operations officer 
for the 2nd Battalion, 501st Parachute Regiment, 
82nd Airborne Division and the training coordinator 
for the live fire.

“We have combined several ranges and used dif-
ferent support elements, including (AH-64) Apaches, 
artillery and mortars,” said Eliaszewskyj. “Range 118 
allows us to conduct more live fire for our infantry 
forces. All of these ranges together make this a very 
complex live fire exercise.”

Mixed platoons of British, U.S. and Polish forces 
spent about an hour advancing on an enemy village, 
breaching its defenses and engaging enemy targets 
downrange. The infantry was supported by both U.S. 
AH-64 Apaches and up-armored Humvees. Once the 
mission was complete, the infantry was evacuated 
from the site by British CH-47 Chinook helicopters.

Operating together at the tactical level opened the 
eyes of many of the participating Soldiers about the 
differences and capabilities of their NATO Allies. “We 
learned different ways how they cleared rooms, how 
they cleared stairs, and we showed them our way of 
doing things,” said Sgt. Bradly Headley, squad leader 
for B Company, 2nd Battalion, 501st Parachute Regi-
ment, 82nd Airborne Division. “This is a new experi-
ence for most of my guys and it’s definitely nice to 
share these experiences with (our Allies).”

Swift Response 15 wrapped up in mid-September 
after more than three weeks of training events across 
Germany, Italy, Bulgaria and Romania. The exercise 
was designed to integrate multiple Allied nations’ 
crisis response forces into a cohesive team, and dem-
onstrate the combined ability to rapidly deploy and 
operate in support of maintaining a strong a secure 
Europe.

HAMMELBURG TRAINING AREA, 
Germany — The 4th Battalion, 3rd 
Aviation Regiment, from Hunter Army 
Airfield, Georgia, the current rotational 
Aviation force attached to the 12th Com-
bat Aviation Brigade, sent one HH-60 
MedEvac Black Hawk and crew to sup-
port aircraft familiarization and medi-
cal evacuation training for 208 German 
Bundeswehr Soldiers from 401st Ar-
mored Infantry Battalion Sept. 8-9.

The two-day training was held to pre-
pare the German soldiers for their up-
coming deployment to Kosovo in 2016 
as the Operational Reserve Force Bat-
talion.

The German soldiers are trained and 

combat ready to deploy to Kosovo soon. 
The mechanized infantry Soldiers do not 
typically wear the combat riot control 
gear worn in the exercise. That is why 
these soldiers were trained by the mili-
tary police to utilize and wear the CRC 
gear for future missions.

“This is one of our most experienced 
battalions in the German armed forces,” 
said Capt. Sven Scharnitzki, operations 
officer in charge for 401st AIB. “Most of 
these soldiers have deployed to Afghani-
stan multiple times.”

The German soldiers split into eight 
platoons to complete the round-robin 
training, which consisted of aircraft fa-
miliarization, and hot and cold load train-
ing. This familiarized the soldiers with 
entering and exiting the aircraft safely 

See Bundeswehr, Page B4

Aviators support Bundeswehr training

Spc. Albayati Zaid, a Petroleum Supply Specialist for E Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment, 
refuels an HH-60 Black Hawk.

Photo by Sgt. Thomas Mort

By Christian Marquardt
U.S. Army Europe Public Affairs

U.S. Soldiers assigned to P Troop, 4th Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment and Polish soldiers assigned to the Polish army’s 6th Airborne 
Brigade pull security after exiting a UH-60L Black Hawk helicopter from B Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment (Assault He-
licopter Battalion) during an air assault operation recently near Nowa Deba, Poland, as part of Operation Atlantic Resolve, an ongoing 
multinational partnership focused on joint training and security cooperation with U.S. Army allies. During the training, the U.S. and Polish 
soldiers were responsible for establishing an observation point and assaulting an objective. 

photo by Sgt. Brandon Anderson

PartnersSwift Response 15
Live fire challenges allied platoons, squads

By Sgt. Eric Yates
Multinational Battle Group East
Kosovo Force Public Affairs

Crews train in aerial firefighting 

Army Reserve Soldiers from A Company, 2nd Battalion, 238th Aviation Regiment out of Los 
Alamitos, Calif., conduct aerial firefighting training with collapsible Bambi Buckets Sept. 6 at 
a lake near Mitrovica, Kosovo. 

Photo by Sgt. Erick Yates

Soldiers from the 82nd Airborne Division and soldiers from the 
United Kingdom take cover as a soldier prepares to detonate 
an explosive device.

Photos by Sgt. Kenny Reed

By Sgt. Thomas Mort
12th Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs

By Staff Sgt. Brooks Fletcher
16th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

12th CAB supports combined live fire exercise

A UH-60 Black Hawk lifts crates of ammunition during a live-fire 
exercise.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Brooks Fletcher

See firefighting, Page B4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

YARD & ESTATE SALES

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PETS & ANIMALS

CATS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE

SEEDS & PLANTS

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
GENERAL

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

DOTHAN EAGLE

The ENTERPRISE LEDGER • ARMY FLIER
JACKSON COUNTY FLORIDAN

OPELIKA-AUBURNNEWS

THEDOTHAN PROGRESS
THE EUFAULA TRIBUNE

CCaallll aa CCllaassssiiffiieedd SSaalleess RReepprreesseennttaattiivvee
ffoorr EEmmppllooyymmeenntt AAddvveerrttiissiinngg,, PPeettss,,
AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss,, TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn,,

FFaarrmm && GGaarrddeenn,, RReeccrreeaattiioonn,,
RReeaall EEssttaattee && MMeerrcchhaannddiissee
aatt 770022--66006600 oorr ((880000))777799--22555577

ttoo ppllaaccee yyoouurr aadd iinn

Classifieds
have

what you are
looking for.

IT’S AS EASY AS
1. CALL

2. PLACE YOUR AD

3. GET RESULTS

GREEN ACRES
FARMS

Buffalo Meat for sale
Healthiest meat on
the market.

Located 4 mi. E. of
Slocomb on Co. Rd. 28
Call: Weston
334-435-2827

ûü GUN SHOW üû
Sept. 26 & 27th

* National Peanut Festival Building *
Hwy 231 S. Dothan, Alabama
* Over 275 Tables *
Sat. 9-5 ∂ Sun. 10-4
Call 334-279-9895

After 48 yrs. in business it is
time to down size BC Antiques

Located at :
û Backyard Treasures
2331 Ross Clark Circle

AND Dirt Cheap Antique Mall
2332 Ross Clark Circle

All item marked BC are 30 % OFF
original price.

MANY MARKED LOWER

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wells Lawn Mower
Taylor, AL.
334-702-9566

We Buy Sale & Trade Lawn Mowers daily.
We have a good stock of used
mowers. Call for prices.
We sell used parts also.

ûTroy Bulit XP Horse Riding Lawn Mower
20 HPx46 Hydro $750.

û Husqvarna Riding Lawn Mower
22HP x 46 Hydro w/bagger $1250.

û Cub Cadet Riding Lawn Mower LTx1040
19 HPx42 Automatic w/ bagger $950.

Harmar Power Wheel Chair Lift with lock
down device, 1 yr. old $1500. OBO

Invacare Pronto-151 Power Chair with sure
step, has true center-wheel drive
performance for exceptional

maneuverability & intuitive driving $2500.
Call: 334-482-2916.

Adult, female Tortoiseshell Siamese Cat - free
to indoor home only. Call/Text (850)387-5280.

û AKC Reg. German Shepherd puppies, Up to
date on shots & worming, Lg. Breed, parents
on-site, 3 females, 3 males, Black & Tan and

Sable. $350. 334-684-9054.

Boston Terrier Puppies vet checked,
with health certificate guarantee,
Parents on site $350. 850-547-9351

Mature XL Golden Mix. Sweet/Gentle/Calm,
Docked Tail. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097
Lab/Am. Bulldog Mix. White w/ golden spotted
ears. Loving/Playful. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

FRESH GREEN
PEANUTS

850-352-2199 or 850-352-4423
850-209-3322 or 850-573-6594

Peanut Shack 4128 Hwy 231

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Vine Ripe Tomatoes, Shelled
Peas & squash and more!
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
r 334-793-6690

BIG TREES
12 ft.tall 30 gal.
$49.95 ea.
Live Oaks and
Crepe Myrtle
334-692-3695

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area. No tract too small

@ Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

CPA Needed

Brunson, Wilkerson, Bowden & Associates,
P.C. has an immediate opening for a CPA
with a minimum of 3 years experience in
public accounting. Competitive salary and

benefit package to include health
insurance, retirement, and PTO.

E-mail lcarnley@bwbcpas.com
Fax 334-393-2194 or mail your resume to
Brunson, Wilkerson, Bowden & Associates,
P.C., attention: Lisa Carnley, P.O. Box
311710, Enterprise, AL 36331-1710 .

Property Management Position
Available IMMEDIATELY
Coffee County Area

@ Free Apartment Salary + Bonus
@ Self Starter

@ Good Customer Service skills
@ Must be familiar with property

Management Software
@ Must Pass Background Check
Call: 334-677-2109

Wanted Full Time Dental Assistant
and Full Time Hygienist

Please send resume to: Box " XX "
The Dothan Eagle 227 N. Oates St.

Dothan, AL 36303

1980 Boston Whaler Revenge , 1994 Mercury
200. Also comes with Tandem trailer , $10,000
OBO. MUST SELL! for health reason. Call Ken
229-334-5723.

Dutchman 2006 Travel Trailer , 28ft., corner
shower, awning, triple slides, K-sz. bed
1-owner, excellent condition. $9850.
334-596-4366.

Keystone Travel Trailer
2014 Passport Ultra light
Grand Touring , md# 2650
BH, like new, with power
slide, power awning and

grill. Heavy duty hitch, sway bar, mirrors, 18
gal. smart tote, chocks & access. $17,000
850-482-2842, leave message.

Montana 2007 5th wheel, 33 ft., 3-slides, Good
condition & clean. $22,900 FIRM. Call for details
334-693-0609 or 334-718-1719.

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Classis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satelite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox tow
bar & brake buddy. $69,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Winnebago 2014 Vista
26HE, V10 gas, 1-slide,
hyd-jacks, 19 ft. electric
awning, rear camera, HD
TV, leather, many extras.

5900 miles, MSRP $87,914.
Will sell for $62,000 334-797-0324

Chevrolet 1987 Silverado ,
95k original miles, AC,
loaded, new 350 GM fuel
injector engine, all
original and very clean.

$11,500 OBO Call: 334-232-4371

2014 Altima 2.5L, SL , Pearl white, beige leather,
34500mi. PW, PL, PD seat, Heated seats &
mirrors, Bose radio, cd player, xm radio,
bluetooth, push button start, 31-35 mpg, moon
roof, lighted kick plate, tintwid, fog lights,
lights underneath, spoiler, rear monitor,
remote start, 7in Navi., BSW, LDW, MOD
$32,000 new, sale for REDUCED $22,900.
Call text 488-6093

BMW 1998
740iL, loaded,
leather, sun-
roof, 4 door se-
dan, V-8, clean,

123,000 miles, excellent, $4795 . 334-
790-7959.

Camaro Dale Earnhart
replica Rally Sport, black
on black, sun roof, super
fast 6 cyl. V-6, only 7,800
miles!!!! Army Aviation

book value $27,000 - MOVING to California will
sell $23,000 334-796-9634 /334-597-8667/
334-886-2510

Chevorlet 2008 4-door, HHR , new
transmission, needs motor . $1000.
334-792-7814 or 334-648-0967.

Chevrolet 2005 Corvette
Convertible: Silver/
Ebony Leather, Power
Top, Navigation, Heads
Up Display, 6 Speed
Transmission, Chrome
Wheels, Clean Carfax. Very

Nice Car. Miles Only 38000. Call Scott @ 334-
685-1070. $$28,500 OBO 334-685-1070

DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE ?
*O down Ride Today.
Bad Credit? No Credit
Guaranteed Approval
Buy here Pay here
Pass, REPO, BK’S,
SSI & VA OK

Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550
AKA Mr. Ride today!

#1, 5 yrs in a row. *Call for more info.

Ford 2007
Tuarus SE, load-
ed, leather, ex-
tra clean,
77,000 miles,

runs and looks like new. $6395 . 334-
790-7959.

Impala LT 2012 , red & black interior, 38,700
miles, loaded, spoiler, sun roof, very very
clean, garage kept. $12,750.
Call John 334-347-5928.

Lincoln 2003
Town Car Exec-
utive, loaded,
leather, like,
48,000 one own-

er miles. $7995. 334-790-7959.

Mitchell Stephens Auto
No Credit, Bad Credit,
No Problem!!!! Everyone
Guaranteed!!!!: In need of
a good reliable car, truck,
suv or van.... Then give
Josh a call at (334)435-

2400 and I can get you in that ride you need
Today!!! $Everyone Approved (334) 435-2400

Nissan 2000 Altima GXE . Green, AT, 4 cyl. 4-dr.
cold AC, power seats, power windows. Good
gas mileage, 116,000 miles. $4,300. For more
information call 334-796-1792.

Volkswagen 2007 Jetta Wolfsburg, silver with
leather interior, alloy wheels, heated seats,
power sunroof, 4 door, 5 cylinder, cold AC,
excellent condition , 850-272-5286.

2002 Harley Davidson
Ultra Classic Electra Glide
Garaged. Purple/black.
Loaded. Chromed out.
14,750 mi. Excellent condi-
tion. $10,999. 334-714-4548

Harley Davidson 2002 Road King , police special,
solo seat, pad, back rest & luggage rack, well
maintained and in very good cond. 46K miles,
$7500. 334-237-0677.

üûüû 2011 ûüûü
Harley Davidson Superglide Custom

Adult owned, factory original, garage kept.
ü Lovingly cared for ü

fog lights, windshield, back rest, alarm
system with pager, luggage rack,

mint condition, 15 K miles, original owner.
$12,500 Call 334-598-0061 q

Harley Davidson 2008 Dana Custom Super Glide
crash bar with pegs, back rest with luggage
rack, clip on windshield, very low miles.
334-673-1320.

Honda 2000 Shadow Sabre
1100. Black on Chrome.
Very good looking, V-twin,
approx. 44,000 miles.
MOVING to CA; $3,000.

334-547-2667 / 334-796-9634 / 334-886-2510

Suzuki S40 2007 650cc , only 1500 miles, saddle
bags, windshield, crash bar and more! $2750.
850-272-2504 or 850-526-7886. MINT COND.

Trike 2002 Road King
Classic , garaged,
lowered, runs well,
beautiful, vance & hines
pipes, lots of chrome,

17,300 miles, $18,500. 88 yr. old owner
Bill 334-762-2700 or Call: 334-714-9607

Victory Kingpin 2006 , red in color, 100 cubic
inch & 6 speed overdrive, 7500 miles, exc cond.
$6000. OBO 334-797-9328.

Chevrolet 2003 Trail Blazer - If you are looking
for a clean SUV this is it. All power, front and
rear AC, clean car fax, asking $3900. OBO
Must Sell! 334-726-1651.

Jeep Grand Cherokee 2000
Laredo 2WD 4D: Excellent
condition, body is white
with grey leather interior.
It’s fully loaded. Cold air
conditioner, new front
tires, has always been

routine maintained. Runs great. Mileage 225,730.
$2,900.00 850-209-1577

4-Row KMC Peanut Picker , hydraulic header,
1-owner, bought new, good condition
$9700. 334-714-1687. Kept in shed.

Backhoe Grapple
86" rakemaster grapple
w/q.att. $2500.
Call: 334-792-9110

Dodge 1995 Ram 2500.
Automatic transmission,
Cummins Diesel, runs
good, new brakes front &
rear, white in color $3,900.

For more details call 334-894-2315.

KMC 2-row, Peanut Shaker, new style, coulters
in front, kept in shed. $3700. 334-714-1687.

Mazda 2001
B3000 extend-
ed cab DS, 3 li-
ter, automatic,
90,730 miles,
cold air, like

new, $6800. 334-790-7959.

Chevrolet 2012 Express
Cargo: Mileage 18,342
$18,000 334-792-7746

Wanted to buy Junk Cars,
Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953

We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !
334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714
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Searching for a Big Deal?
We’ve got you covered at

TheBigDDeal.com



Such interoperability began with the joint forcible en-
try parachute assault into Tenevo during Exercise Swift 
Response. From there, squad and platoon specific train-
ing exercises would provide further opportunities for the 
paratroopers to integrate enablers and more lethal effects 
into the exercise.

In addition to their rifles and machine-guns, the para-
troopers used wire-guided missiles, mortars, and artillery 
from the brigade’s 4th Bn., 319th Airborne Field Artil-
lery Regt., as well as Aviation assets from 3rd Combat 
Aviation Brigade out of Hunter Army Airfield, Georgia, 
and 12th Combat Aviation Brigade out of Ansbach, Ger-
many.

“Our partners and allies have different techniques and 
procedures, so it is good for us to be familiar with them 
and understanding how to integrate one another’s capa-
bilities,” said Hanneman. “Bringing a variety of assets 
together really helps develop a cohesive team and fight-
ing unit.”

For the 173rd Airborne Brigade, the first U.S. unit to 
deploy into the Baltic and Black Sea region to demon-
strate solidarity with NATO allies following Russia’s an-
nexation of Crimea in 2014, the exercise served as another 
opportunity for the Sky Soldiers to solidify and validate 
their role as not only the Army’s only forward-stationed 
airborne brigade unit in Europe, but as the Army contin-
gency response force in Europe.

“It is a lot easier for the 173rd to go anywhere in Eu-
rope, training and reinforcing the ‘Strong Europe’ con-
cept,” said Sgt. 1st Class Daniel Deen, a Waxhaw, North 
Carolina, native and platoon sergeant assigned to 1st Bn. 
“It sends a message that the United States, specifically 
the 173rd, is prepared to respond to any threat in this part 
of the world. That is our mission and we are prepared to 
answer that call.”

Deen articulated the 173rd Airborne Brigade’s role here 
in Europe, particularly if NATO’s Article V, the clause 
which provides mutual defense, were invoked. 

“The fact that the 173rd Airborne Brigade is here on 
Bulgarian soil training together is a show of force in it-
self, helping deterring aggression from any nation in the 
world,” Deen concluded. “Through the relationships we 
have built over the years, it’s nice to know that if some-
thing does happen, we are well integrated and have cre-
ated trust across the force.”

Several U.S. Army units are currently deployed 
throughout Europe in support of Operation Atlantic Re-
solve, an ongoing, multinational partnership focused on 
joint training and security cooperation between the U.S. 
and NATO allies.

Kosovo’s institutions and other Kosovo Force units. 
These fires, which occurred in a mountainous area out-

side Prizren, were impossible to reach on the ground and 
were fought back with tens of thousands of gallons of water 
dropped from KFOR helicopters. “We received word around 
7 a.m. that the fires were out and there was no need to go 
back.”

With the fires under control and some extra time on their 
hands, the flight crews took advantage of the opportunity to 
develop their team members and build skills that will serve 

them throughout their military careers.
“Our battalion executive officer decided to take this time 

to qualify other crew members and make sure we are all 
mission-ready, in case we’re asked to respond to other fires,” 
Okita said.

MNBG-E’s mission is to ensure a safe and secure environ-
ment and freedom of movement in Kosovo, as part of NATO’s 
peace support mission in the region. While the battle group’s 
Aviation assets must be primarily available for its peace sup-
port mandate, the fire response mission was directed by its 
higher KFOR headquarters as an added capability to support 
Kosovo’s local emergency response efforts. 

“It’s always good to get more training, especially when it’s 
something new and you have the personnel available,” said 
Capt. Kevin Dowdey, another UH-60 Black Hawk pilot and 
platoon leader with the 2-238th Avn. Regt. “More experienced 
personnel on hand allows for more flexibility when putting a 
crew together to conduct missions like this at the last minute.

“You never know when a fire could break out and Kosovo’s 
authorities might need us,” Dowdey said. “We always need to 
be ready.”

The crews were able to practice the techniques of picking 
up water in the baskets and learning control the placement of 
the drops.

while wearing the CRC gear.
“Our mission here is to sup-

port a strong unit,” said Capt. 
Chris Dimaio, operations officer 
for Ce Co., 4-3rd Avn. Regt. “We 
take every opportunity to work 

hand in hand with our NATO al-
lies – we never hesitate.” 

The rotational Aviation forces 
are committed to building strong 
relationships with NATO allies. 
Each rotating unit is expected 
to stay about nine months. This 
rotation is consistent with the 

Army’s Regionally Aligned 
Force concept, aligning units 
to support theater requirements. 
Regional alignment is also syn-
chronized with the Army’s new 
operational concept of winning 
in a complex world.

The 4-3rd Avn. Regt. operates 

UH-60M and HH-60M Black 
Hawks, the newest model in the 
Army inventory, on missions 
ranging from MedEvac, air as-
sault operations and airborne in-
sertions. The battalion has over 
400 Soldiers who are deployed 
to locations across Europe. 

The 12th CAB trains and con-
ducts Aviation operations across 
the range of military operation 
in support of U.S. Army Europe, 
European Command, NATO, 
Central Command, Africa Com-
mand and other contingency lo-
cations around the globe.
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Continued from Page B1

Bundeswehr: Forces build strong NATO bond

Continued from Page B1

12th CAB: Joint forces 
help deter aggression

Artillerymen assigned to 4th Battalion, 319th Airborne Field Artillery 
Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade out of Grafenwoehr, Germany, sling 
load an M119 Howitzer to a UH-60 Black Hawk from the 4th Battalion, 
3rd Combat Aviation Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division out of Hunter Army 
Airfield; Ga., during a live-fire exercise at Novo Selo Training Area, 
Bulgaria. 

Photo by Staff Sgt. Brooks Fletcher

Continued from Page B1

Firefighting: Exercise ensures mission-ready team members



Remembering the fallen is a sacred 
duty, as is honoring the families they leave 
behind.

Fort Rucker will honor Gold Star Moth-
ers Sept. 27 at 6:30 p.m. with a luminary 
service at the post chapel. The service will 
include prayer, meditation, a poem read-
ing and handheld candles. This will be the 
second year the post’s Survivor Outreach 
Services has held the event, according to 
Rick Kohl, Fort Rucker Survivor Outreach 
Services support coordinator.

Kohl said the event helps acknowledge 
the sacrifices of America’s all-volunteer 
military and their families.

“Those in our country who take on this 

responsibility have made a unique contract 
with the United States of America and our 
freedom in protecting it,” Kohl said.

The American Gold Star Mothers Club 
was formed by Grace Darling Seibold after 
World War I to provide support for moth-
ers who lost sons or daughters to the war. 
Seibold’s son was an American pilot killed 
during the war. The name derives from the 
gold star of the Service Flag, which fami-
lies of service members often hang in their 
windows. The flag has a gold star for each 
member of the family serving in war.

Today, membership in the Gold Star 
Mothers Club is open to any American 
woman whose child was killed in the line 
of duty as a member of the U.S. armed 
forces. On the last Sunday in September, 
Gold Star Mothers Day is observed in 

their honor.
“It’s been observed by every president 

since Franklin Roosevelt,” Kohl said. 
He said the service is open to the public 

and that anyone who wishes to show sup-
port for families of fallen Soldiers should 
attend.

SOS provides a number of services to 
families of deceased service members. 
The program provides families with con-
nections to support groups, financial plan-
ning help and connections to non-profits 
that may provide support. The needs of 
families impacted by the death of a loved 

one in the military may go on long after 
casualty assistance officers have finished 
their work. SOS steps into that gap, Kohl 
said.

“We’re the connection for the families of 
the fallen to the U.S. Army,” he said. “We 
provide a long-term support system.”

Kohl said the SOS program provides 
advocacy for survivors and a place where 
families of fallen Soldiers can share their 
grief with others familiar with their situ-
ation, adding that survivors of the fallen 
have many milestones to reach as they 
work through their grief. 

The Fort Rucker Directorate of 
Family and Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation strives to connect Sol-
diers with beneficial programs and 
family-friendly events, and now a 
new service will put a wealth of in-
formation at the fingertips of active 
duty and retired military who live 
off post.

“At Ease,” a monthly guide to 
DFMWR events and programs, 
provides a roadmap for the commu-
nity.

“Several of our programs and 
events are open to the public,” Jan-
ice Erdlitz, DFMWR marketing di-
rector said. “We have an amazing in-
stallation, and we’re always excited 
when we can share fun, recreational 
opportunities with our Wiregrass 
neighbors, like our golf courses and 
lakes, and dining opportunities. 

“The ‘At Ease’ magazine can be 
a useful tool to families throughout 
the Wiregrass,” she added. “It also 
provides a handy telephone direc-
tory for MWR and sometimes even 
discount coupons, too.”

According to Erdlitz, the useful 
informational tool will now be de-
livered off post to active duty Sol-
diers and retirees.

“It was really important to us to 

make sure all our patrons stay in-
formed,” she said. “When we heard 
about Soldiers, retirees and families 
missing the opportunity to partici-
pate in our programs because they 
didn’t know about them, it made us 
want to ensure everyone was in the 
know. And one of the best ways to 
stay informed on upcoming events 
is with our magazine. 

“We originally began the maga-
zine with it being available at MWR 
locations,” she added. “Then we 
continued to expand its locations. 
But, we realized, the best way to get 
it into the hands of our customers 

is to mail it directly to their homes 
on post.”

Erdlitz said home delivery on post 
was so well received that the deci-
sion was made to expand the service 
to reach homes off post within the 
Wiregrass.

“We’ve had such a great success, 
we decided to expand the reach and 
start mailing the magazine to off 
post active duty and retirees in the 
area,” she said.

The process to request delivery is 
simple, according to Erdlitz.

“They just have to sign up online 
at http://www.ftruckermwr.com/at-
ease-magazine-direct-mailing-list-
sign-up/, or they can pick up a mail-
er postcard that we have available 
at MWR facilities,” she said. “They 
can fill it out and mail it back to us. 
It’s a simple process that we hope 
makes a quality difference in bridg-
ing the communication gap that we 
sometimes see.”

A few new drop-off locations 
have been added off post, as well.

“Right now, for off post loca-
tions, we drop off magazines at the 
Enterprise and Daleville Chambers 
of Commerce, and we have a maga-
zine stand located conveniently 
in downtown Enterprise on Main 
Street,” Erdlitz said. 

For more information, visit http://
www.ftruckermwr.com.
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Community Search
Accounting 
Agency searches 
for missing 
Story on Page C3

Home delivery
By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Maj. Gen. Michael D. Lundy, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding 
general, speaks with Gold Star Family members during a meet and greet for Gold Star Family mem-
bers at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum May 21. Fort Rucker regularly invites Gold Star Families to 
events and ceremonies on post.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES
Project:  Octoberfest

Volunteers are needed for the Friday 
event.  If interested, call 255-1749.

Project:  National Disability 
Employment Awareness Month and 
Assistive Technology Expo

Volunteers needed to assist with 
setting up and breaking down of the 
event, which takes place Oct. 8, 9:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Soldiers and civilians 
are needed. If interested, call 255-
2363

Project:  Frite Nite 
Volunteers are needed Oct 23 and 27 

for the event.  If interested, call 598-
3384.

Position: Marketing Coordinator 
AFAP Conference

Volunteer needed to attend required 
Army Community Service and 
Army Family Action Plan volunteer 
training sessions; attend AFAP 
Advisory Council meetings; submit 
AFAP marketing status report during 
advisory council meetings; develop 
promotional advertising to enhance 
the visibility of AFAP, including flyers, 
posters, pamphlets, newspaper, TV 
and installation briefings; attend after 
action review meetings and provide 

See opportunities, Page c5

Post hosts Gold Star 
Mothers Day service
By Jim Cook
Army Flier Contributing Writer

Honoring 
Sacrifice

DFMWR offers ‘At Ease’ through mail

CW3 David Piccinini, A Company, 1st Bat-
talion 223rd Aviation Regiment, thumbs 
through this month’s edition of ‘At Ease.’

Photo by Jeremy Henderson
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host Right Arm 

Night today from 4-6 p.m. Right Arm Night 
is an Army tradition, promoting a night of 
camaraderie and esprit de corps as leaders 
come together and treat those who help them 
accomplish the mission. Complimentary ap-
petizers will be served while supplies last. 
Right Arm Night is held every month, and 
both military and civilians are welcome. For 
more information, call 598-8025.

Oktoberfest Volksmarch
The inaugural Fort Rucker Volksmarch is 

scheduled for Friday at 4:30 p.m. at the fes-
tival fields. The volksmarch will begin im-
mediately following the Oktoberfest open-
ing ceremony. The march will progress via 
Andrews Avenue and Third Avenue to the 
Beaver Lake Trail, around Beaver Lake on 
the red trail and back to the festival fields. 
The route will feature festive music and a 
water point. The route will be open from 
4:30-6 p.m. with the entrance closing at 5:30 
p.m. Volksmarch T-shirts will be available 
for purchase. The event is free and open to 
the public. Registration forms are available 
at both physical fitness centers and MWR 
Central. 

For more information, call 255-2296.

Gold Star Family Day Luminary Service 
Army Community Service’s Survivor 

Outreach Service will host a Gold Star 
Mother’s Day and Gold Star Family Day 
Luminary Service Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Main Post Chapel. For more information, 
call 255-9639.

ScreamFree Marriage Workshop
The Fort Rucker Family Advocacy Pro-

gram will offer a ScreamFree Marriage 
workshop Oct. 2, 9 and 16 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at The Commons, Bldg. 8950. FAP will 
cover childcare for interested participants. 
All children must be enrolled in child, youth 
and school services in order to utilize child-
care. Childcare space is limited and must be 
coordinated well in advance of the event. 

The deadline to register for the event is 
Tuesday. Call 255-3898 to register for the 
event and to discuss childcare coordination. 

Parenting Children with Special Needs 
Workshop

Army Community Service will host its 
Parenting Children with Special Needs 
Workshop Tuesday from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 
The Commons, Bldg. 8950, Seventh Av-
enue. The workshop will provide tools and 
techniques on challenges of parenting a 
child with a disability, communication tips, 
stress management techniques and resources 
available to parents. The workshop is open 
to military families. People need to register 
by Friday. 

For more information, call 255-9277. 

Child, Family Find Campaign
The Exceptional Family Member Pro-

gram will conduct its Child and Family Find 
Campaign throughout September to identi-
fy active duty military families with special 
needs. Special needs can include physical, 
intellectual, developmental delays, and 
emotional impairments that require special 
treatment, therapy, education, training or 
counseling.  Enrollment is mandatory for 
Soldiers who are active duty, Reserve Sol-
diers in the USAR-Active Guard Reserve 
program and Army National Guard per-
sonnel serving under authority of Title 10, 
United States Code who have EFMs. Mobi-
lized and deployed Soldiers are not eligible. 
When possible, Soldiers are assigned to an 
area where the medical and special educa-
tion needs of their EFM can be met. If you 
are a Soldier with a family member with a 
special need or disability or have knowl-
edge of someone who is disabled or with a 
special need, call the EFMP at Lyster Army 
Health Clinic at 255-7431.  Lyster’s EFMP 
conducts EFM screenings, enrollments, up-
dates and dis-enrollments.  By regulation, 
Soldiers in EFMP are required to update 
their EFM enrollment every three years or 
sooner if services for special needs are no 
longer required. For EFMP advocacy ser-
vices, respite care, information and referral 
services, free educational and training op-
portunities, resource library and relocation 
assistance, call 255-9277.

FRG Open House
Army Community Service will host a 

Family Readiness Group Open House Oct. 1 
from 5-8 p.m. at the Corvias building on An-
drews Avenue. The open house is designed 

to bring together FRG liaisons, advisers, 
leaders, co-leaders, treasurers, hospitality 
and newsletter editors, as well as their fam-
ily members. 

For more information, call 255-9578.

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readiness 

Program hosts orientation sessions monthly 
in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, in 
the Army Community Service multipurpose 
room, with the next session Oct. 1. People 
who attend will meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 
a.m. to fill out paperwork before going to 
the multipurpose room. The class will end at 
about at 10:45 a.m. The sessions will inform 
people on the essentials of the program and 
provide job search tips, as well. Advance 
registration is required and attendance at a 
session is mandatory for participation in the 
program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Financial readiness training
Army Community Service will host its fi-

nancial readiness training Oct. 2 from 7:20 
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. in the Soldier Service Cen-
ter, Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. Personal financial 
readiness training provides a practical ap-
proach to help Soldiers manage their money 
more effectively. This training is required 
for all first-term junior enlisted Soldiers (E-1 
through E-4). Spouses are also welcome to 
attend. 

For more information, call 255-9631 or 
255-2594.

Pokémon Battle
The Fort Rucker School Age Center will 

host a Pokémon Battle Oct. 1 from 4:45–5:45 
p.m. Youth must bring their own Pokémon 
cards and have permission from their parents 
to trade. Youth must be registered with child, 
youth and school service, and be 6-10 years 
old and in first-fifth grade. For more infor-
mation, call 255-9108.

Smarty Pants Skate Night
Child, youth and school services members 

are invited to join the Fort Rucker School 
Age Center’s Smarty Pants Skate Night Oct. 
2 from 6:15-7:15 p.m. and 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
This is a chance for members to dress up in 
their best nerd costume – and members can 
bring a guest, too. To get registered at CYSS, 
call 255-9638. For more information on the 
event, call 255-9108.

‘Control.Assault.Delete’
In recognition of Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month, Army Community Ser-
vice’s Family Advocacy Program will pres-
ent “Control.Assault.Delete” Oct. 5 at 9 
a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 6 p.m., and Oct. 6 at 9 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. at the post theater. 

For more information, call 255-3898.

‘I Have This Friend’
In recognition of Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month, Army Community Ser-
vice’s Family Advocacy Program will pres-
ent “I Have This Friend” Oct. 6 at 6 p.m. at 
the post theater. The presentation is geared 
toward the teen. 

For more information, call 255-3898.

Assistive technology expo
Army Community Service, the Excep-

tional Family Member Program and the 
Fort Rucker Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Office will sponsor an Assistive Tech-
nology and Resources Expo in observance 
of National Disability Employment Aware-
ness Month Oct. 8 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. at the Soldier Service Center lobby, 
Bldg. 5700. The expo will showcase as-
sistive technology devices and resources 
available for individuals with disabilities. 
There will be representatives from various 
agencies on site. Demonstrations will be 
available for participants. The expo is open 

to the public. 
For more information, call 255-9277.

Resilience training
Army Community Service will host resil-

ience training Oct. 13 from 9-11:30 a.m. at 
The Commons to help people learn the skills 
that will make them and their families more 
resilient. Participants will receive training 
in two to three skills, such as goal setting, 
activating events through consequences and 
hunt the good stuff. People need to register 
by Oct. 9. 

For more information and to register, call 
255-3735.

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for September 24-27
Thursday, September 24

The Man From U.N.C.L.E. (PG-13) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Friday, September 25

Hotel Transylvania 2 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Saturday, September 26

Hotel Transylvania 2 (PG) 
..................................................4 & 7 p.m.

Sunday, September 27

West Side Story (Unrated)  
Free Admission.................................1 p.m.

Tickets are $6 for adults and $5 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. Schedule subject to change. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Oktoberfest 
A scene from last year’s Oktoberfest. Fort Rucker’s 13th annual Oktoberfest will take place Friday from 4:30-9:30 p.m. at the festival fields. Oktober-
fest will feature live German music by Sonnenschein Express; traditional German food, including bratwurst and schnitzel; a keg toss competition; 
a Volkswagen Show & Shine; inflatables for children; a pumpkin patch; craft activities; and more. For more information, call 255-1749.

Photo by Nathan Pfau
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SEMBACH, Germany — Sept. 1 
marked the 76th anniversary of the German 
invasion of Poland, which led Britain and 
France to declare war against Germany, set-
ting off World War II.

During the period from 1939 to 1945, 
about 400,000 U.S. service members lost 
their lives. Many of those troops were 
brought home to be buried in the United 
States, but more than 73,000 Americans 
missing from the war still remain unac-
counted for and are considered missing in 
action.

Streamlining recovery efforts
After the war ended in 1945, the U.S. 

government began an effort to recover those 
MIAs and developed an initiative known 
as “The Return of World War II Dead Pro-
gram,” which focused its efforts on finding 
the locations of aircraft crash sites, disinter-
ment of temporary military gravesites and 
researching records on former battlefields 
in order to locate those left behind.

Over the years, the recovery efforts con-
tinued under a variety of defense agencies, 
most recently the Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency. 

The agency was established in Janu-
ary to strengthen and consolidate DOD’s 
global investigation and recovery efforts 
for American service members while in-
creasing their overall capabilities as an or-
ganization. The agency consolidated three 
organizations: the Defense Prisoner of War 
Missing Personnel Office, the Joint Pris-
oner of War/Missing in Action Accounting 
Command and the Life Sciences Equip-
ment Laboratory.

“(Our) priority, as we work through our 
reorganization, is to maintain the mission 
and our ongoing operations,” said DPAA 
Director Michael Linnington, a retired 
Army three-star general. “It’s a difficult 

task, but it is one that we are proud to be a 
part of, and we are going to continue as we 
move forward.”

And that is exactly what is currently 
taking place. The day that marked the be-
ginning of Britain’s and France’s involve-
ment in World War II 76 years ago is the 
same day this year that three DPAA teams 
performed recovery missions in Europe to 
help find Americans missing in action from 
World War II.

5 missing airmen
One team, near the area of Richelsdorf, 

is searching for five missing airmen who 
went down with their B-24 Liberator in 
September 1944. The team has success-
fully recovered bone matter along with 

personal effects and life support equipment 
from the wreckage, but much more work is 
still to be done. The recovered items must 
be analyzed, cataloged and correctly iden-
tified with 100 percent accuracy. Much of 
that work will be completed at the DPAA 
Forensic Identification Lab located at Joint-
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.

Robert Ingraham, a forensic archeologist 
and recovery leader with DPAA, led the re-
covery team in Germany.

“Our specialist will look at all lines of 
evidence to (determine) a legally sound 
identification for the individuals we are re-

covering,” he said.
In the future, the organization is making 

it a priority to increase and streamline com-
munication efforts with the family members 
of those who still have missing loved ones 
abroad, as well as increase public-private 
partnerships that enhance global recovery 
efforts.

While some families of the missing have 
not yet received the closure that they so 
long hoped for, the people of DPAA have 
made a commitment to continue the search, 
keeping with their motto, “Until they are 
home.”

By Air Force Staff Sgt. Brian Kimball
Department of Defense News Features

Agency searches for missing service members

Members of a Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency recovery team excavate and screen for material evidence during a DPAA recovery mission located near 
Riechelsdorf, Germany, Sept. 1. 

Photos by Air Force Staff Sgt. Brian Kimball

Robert Ingraham, a forensic archeologist and recovery leader with the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency, examines a manufacturer date stamp off of an aircraft part.
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will change the world”
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4177 Montgomer y Highway • Dothan

REAL. LOCAL. SAVINGS.
See how much you could save on car insurance today.

Pick-of-the-litter
Meet Shadow, an approximately 8-9-month-old female short-hair cat available for adoption at 
the Fort Rucker stray facility. She is loving and well-behaved. For more information on animal 
adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. All adoptable animals are 
vet checked and tested for felv/fiv (for cats) or heartworm for dogs (over six months) and on flea 
prevention. The facility needs donations such as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and 
puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. Donations can be dropped off at the stray facility. 
Visit the Fort Rucker stray facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.facebook.com/fortruckerstray-
facility/ for constant updates on the newest animals available for adoption.

Courtesy photo

Retired Army Lt. Gen. Michael S. Linnington, director of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, 
receives a tour of an excavation site from Sgt. 1st Class Nakischa Adams.
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ANDALUSIA
Ongoing — The American Legion Post 

80 has regular meetings the second Monday 
of the month, starting at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Legion Hall. For more information, call 222-
7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.
org.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast 
is served Sundays, and games and TVs 
are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, 
weddings, and hails and farewells.  For more 
information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-
6211 or 379-9187. 

Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber 
of Commerce office in the Daleville 
Cultural and Convention Center. For more 
information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
Sept. 25-26 — The fourth annual 

PorktoberQue is scheduled for 5-10 p.m. 
Sept. 25 and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sept. 26 at the 
Houston County Farm Center. Admission is 
$4 for the event that features a polka party, 
collectible steins, accordion music, German 
music, rock music, car shows, children’s 
activities and barbecue. 

For more information, visit http://www.
PorktoberQue.com.

Oct. 3 — Landmark Park will host its 
Wiregrass Antique and Collector Car Show at 
10 a.m. About 200 cars, ranging from Model 
Ts to suctom classics, will be on display. For 
more information and tickets, call 334-794-
3452 or visit www.landmarkpark.com.

ENTERPRISE
Oct. 15 — Guy Penrod, Grammy 

Award-winning recording artist and a top 
selling southern gospel performer, spent 
14 years as the lead singer of the Gaither 
Vocal Band before launching a successful 
solo ministry, will perform at 7 p.m. at 
the Enterprise High School Performing 
Arts Center. For information, including 
ticket prices, call 406-2787 or visit www.
CoffeeCountyArtsAlliance.com. 

Ongoing — Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 9 Enterprise-Coffee County 
located at 201 W. Watts St., meets the first 
Saturday of the month at 8:30 a.m. DAVs 
help veterans with claims Monday - Thursday 
9-11 a.m. and other times by appointment. 
For more information, call 308-2480.

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. For 
more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited to 

town hall meetings on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 
Hinton Waters Ave. For more information, 

call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Adult education classes 

are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton High 
School, 210 South Tyler St., Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes are 
free for individuals 16 years old or older 
who are not enrolled in public school. 
Individuals must take an assessment test 
prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for 
more information.

OZARK
Sept. 26 — Dale County Council of 

Arts and Humanities presents its Young 
Artists Show.  Children between the ages 
of 6-17 years of age are eligible to enter. 
There is no entry fee. Artists can submit up 
to three works of art in any medium and the 
art can be available for sale. Artists should 
drop off submissions between 11 a.m. and 
4 p.m. at the Ann Rudd Art Center. Prize 
money will be awarded at the reception 
Oct. 10 from 1-3 p.m. at the Ann Rudd Art 
Center. For more information call 774-
7145. 

Sept. 27 — Ridgecrest Baptist Church 
will host comedy team Dirt Road Sports at 
6 p.m. Admission is free and all are invited 
to attend. For more information, call 774-
5610. 

 PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited 

to the Cross Country Workshop every 
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church. For more information, 

call 983-3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — The Samson City Council 

meets monthly the first and third Tuesdays 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson Community 
Center. 

Ongoing — American Legion Post 78 
meets monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 

TROY
Oct. 24 — Charles Henderson High 

School will host a fundraising 5K race 
featuring various obstacles and a mud pit 
beginning at 9 a.m. at the Troy Recreational 
Center on 601 Enzor Road. Registration is 
$30 per person. Runners who pre-register 
before Oct. 16 will receive a free T-shirt. 
Those who register after Oct. 16 will receive 
a T-shirt while supplies last. Runners may 
register on site the day of the register or 
online at http://www.chhs.troyschools.net/. 
Trophies will be given for the top three 
finishers in each category. A Little Trojan 
Warrior Dash, for anyone under age 12, 
begins at 10:30 a.m. Registration is $15 per 
person. For more information, call 334-566-
3510.

WIREGRASS AREA
Sept. 27 — New Hope Freewill Baptist 

Church, 3819 County Road 31, Abbeville, 
will host its Family and Friend Day at 2:30 
p.m., featuring guest speaker Bishop J. L. 
Milton of Bethel Church in Damascus, 
Georgia. All churches are invited to 
fellowship. Dinner will be served. 

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
Kolomoki Festival

The 45th annual Kolomoki Festival is scheduled for Oct. 10 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Kolomoki Mounds State Park, Geor-
gia. The festival features food, shopping, boat tours, Native 
American demonstrations, singing and dancing performances, 
music, and antique tractor parade and more. There will also be 
a children’s section.

For more information, call 229-724-2150 or visit http://
gastateparks.org/KolomokiMounds.

DAV 5K Run Atlanta 
People are welcome to participate and show their support 

for service members by walking, running or motorcycle riding 
at the Disabled American Veterans 5K Run Atlanta scheduled 
for Nov. 14, 8:30 a.m., in Atlanta. Registration fee is $30 for 
adults 18 and over and motorcycle riders, and $15 for youth 
ages 6-17. Veterans, active-duty military, Reservists, National 
Guard members and cadets may participate for free, or pay 
$15 if they would like a custom long-sleeve shirt with service 
branch on it, when registered by Oct. 15.

For more information, send an email toaldavtrain@charter.
net or call 334-447-8811.

Zombie Walk and Prom
The annual Montgomery Zombie Walk and Prom, which 

serves as a fundraiser and food drive for the Montgomery Area 
Food Bank, is scheduled for Sept. 25 at 7 p.m., as the walk-
ing dead trudge their way from the intersection of Perry and 
Dexter Avenue to Riverfront Park. This year’s event will also 
include food and other vendors, as well as live music from the 

band Outside the Inside. The zombie walk will also be led by 
the St. Andrew’s Pipe and Drum Band, and four hearses this 
year. All participants are asked to bring non-perishable food 
items as a donation.

For more information, visit www.facebook.com/Montgom-
eryZombieWalkAndProm.

Alabama Coastal BirdFest
The annual Alabama Coastal BirdFest is scheduled for Sept. 

30-Oct. 3 at Spanish Fort. The event includes more than 20 ex-
pertly guided tours on land and water, evening speaker – tours 
and evening events require advance registration – and a free, 
family-friendly bird and conservation expo.

Location and directions: From I-10, exit for Spanish Fort. 
Drive west on the Causeway (high 90/98/Battleship Parkway). 
5 Rivers is located directly across from Meaher State Park.

Admission fees for trips range from $20-$50. For more in-
formation, visit

http://www.AlabamaCoastalBirdFest.com.

 ‘Ballet and the Beasts’
The Montgomery Zoo will host the Montgomery Ballet in 

a free performance under the stars at “Ballet and the Beasts” 
at the zoo Sept. 25. Gates open at 6 p.m. and the performance 
will begin at dusk. Attendees are welcome to bring picnic 
blankets and chairs.  

For more information, call (334) 240-4900 or visit mont-
gomeryzoo.com/announcements/ballet-and-the-beasts.

The Montgomery Zoo is located at 2301 Coliseum Park-
way.

Peanut Boil Festival
Luverne will host its Peanut Boil Festival Sept. 26 from 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Turner Park. The festival includes more 
than peanuts, including arts and crafts, a beauty pageant, 
a car show, a 5K fun-run and walk, entertainment under 
the big tent and food. The park is located at 1300 S. For-
est Avenue. Admission is $2 for adults and children 8 and 
younger are admitted free.

For more information, visit http://www.peanutboilfestival.
com.

Jubilee Festival
The Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce will host the 

27th annual Jubilee Festival Sept. 26-27 in Daphne on Main 
Street. The event will feature live local entertainment, Kids 
Art in the Park with booths set up for children to explore 
their creative side, festival food and a large-screen TV set 
up in the City Council Chambers for football fans. 

For more information, call (251) 621-8222 or 928-6387, 
or visit www.eschamber.com. 

National Shrimp Festival
Gulf Shores will host the 44th annual National Shrimp 

Festival Oct. 8-11. Admission is free. The festival is held at 
the public beach access where Highway 59 ends at High-
way 182. The festival is billed as one of the nation’s premier 
outdoor festivals, attracting 250,000 people, featuring over 
300 vendors that offer fine art, arts and crafts, a retail mar-
ketplace, outdoor world and, of course, shrimp. Two stages 
offer continuous musical entertainment while children are 
welcome to enjoy the children’s activity village, where 
they create their own art and participate in other activities. 
The event will also feature a sand sculpture contest.

For more information, visit http://www.myshrimpfest.
com.

Family fun entertainment rolls into town Oct. 12 with the ar-
rival of the 53rd Covington County Fair in Andalusia.

The week of fun kicks off at 2 p.m. with School Day at the 
Fair. Anyone age 18 and under will be admitted into the fair for 
free and may enjoy unlimited rides for $15 until 6 p.m.  Stan-
dard admission — $5 for anyone age 6 and older — apply from 
6-10 p.m. Unlimited rides vouchers will be $20 from 6-10 p.m.

Additional admission specials and events include the follow-
ing:

Oct. 12
Judging of booths and exhibits:  8 a.m - 5 p.m.•	
Ribbon Cutting:  1:40 p.m.•	
Fair opens: 2 p.m.•	
School Day at the Fair: 2-6 p.m. Anyone 18 and under, •	
free admission. Unlimited rides $15. Standard price ad-
mission 6-10 p.m., unlimited rides $20.
6 p.m.: 4-H Chicken Show in Arena, Cash prizes for •	
first, second and third places.
6:30 p.m.: Little Miss Covington County Fair (ages 7-9) •	
and Tiny Miss Covington County Fair (ages 4-6) and 
Miss Pre-Teen (ages 10-12).
7 p.m.: 4-H Rabbit Show in Arena.•	
Bohm Family Entertainment-Outside Stage 3:30 p.m., •	
5:30 p.m., 9 p.m. 
Exhibit building closes: 10 p.m. •	
Unlimited rides tickets sold until 9:30 p.m., Midway •	
closes at 11 p.m. 

Oct. 13
10 a.m. until noon — Free Admission for students •	

with special needs.
Fair opens:  5:30 p.m. - 10 p.m. •	
Merchants’ Night - Unlimited rides are reduced •	
from to $18 with receipt documenting any purchase 
on that day from a Covington County merchant. 
6 p.m.: Youth Search for Talent (grades 7 -12) and •	
Children’s Search for Talent (kindergarten through 
sixth grade). 
7:30 p.m.: Tug-of-War contest in arena.•	
Exhibit building closes: 10 p.m. •	
Unlimited rides tickets sold until 9:30 p.m., midway •	
closes at 11 p.m. 

Oct. 14
Fair opens: 5:30-10 p.m. •	
Military Appreciation Night — Active and reserve •	
military receive free admission with valid I.D. Stan-
dard admission price everyone else, unlimited rides 
$20.
7 p.m. Erik Bledsoe Band — Contemporary Gospel •	
Music — arena.
Exhibit building closes: 10 p.m. •	
Unlimited rides tickets sold until 9:30 p.m., midway •	
closes at 11 p.m. 

Oct. 15
10 a.m. until noon:  Free admission for persons with •	
special needs, adults beyond school age only.
Fair opens: 5:30-10 p.m. •	
Family Night at the Fair — admission $4, age 6 or •	
older, unlimited rides $15.
6:30 p.m.: Andalusia High School Chorus.•	
8 p.m.: Carroll Williams Band with Greg Windham •	

and Tripp Bass.
Exhibit building closes: 10 p.m.•	
Unlimited rides tickets sold until 10 p.m., Midway •	
closes at 11:30 p.m. 

Oct. 16
Fair opens:  5:30 p.m.•	
Standard admission prices, unlimited rides $20.•	
7:30 p.m.: Adult Talent Show — age 19 and older•	
Exhibit building closes: 10 p.m.•	
Unlimited rides tickets sold till 10:30 p.m., Midway •	
closes at midnight. 

Oct. 17
Fair opens: 3-10 p.m. •	
Ticket Price — $7 age 6 and older, unlimited rides •	
$20
3:30 p.m.: Cake Decorating Contest.•	
5 p.m.: Straughn String Band.•	
6:30 p.m.: Stoney Roberts Demolition Derby — •	
arena. 
8:30 p.m.: Whatley Street First Baptist Church •	
Chorus.
Exhibit building closes: 10 p.m. •	
Unlimited rides tickets sold till 10:30 p.m., Midway •	
closes at midnight. 

Oct. 18
Fair opens: 1 p.m.  •	
Unlimited rides tickets sold until 4:30 p.m., unlim-•	
ited rides $20.
Midway closes at 6 p.m. •	
3 p.m.: 4-H Ranch Trail Competition — arena•	

From Staff Reports

Fair brings budget-friendly fun



input for the final AAR; serve as a spokesperson for the 
AFAP program; and adhere to guidelines as outlined in 
Army Regulation 608-47, AFAP program handbook 
and the installation AFAP Program standard operating 
procedure. The conference is Nov. 4-5. If interested, call 
255-9637.

Position: AFAP Facilitators
AFAP is scheduled for Nov. 4-5. Volunteers needed to 

serve as neutral steward of work group; keep workgroup 
focused during breakout sessions; encourage participation 
by group members; maintain timeline set forth by AFAP 
coordinator; work with group recorder, transcriber, issue 
and staff support personnel, and subject matter experts for 
accurate reporting of issues; ensure delegates complete 
symposium evaluation forms and forward to the AFAP 
coordinator; ensure concise and precise wording of 
proposed issues and recommended solutions; focus energy 
of the group on a common task; suggest alternative methods 
and procedures; protect individuals and their ideas from 
attack; help group find win-win solutions; attend AAR 
meetings and provide input for final AAR; and serve as 
a spokesperson for the AFAP program. If interested, call 
255-9637.

Position: AFAP Issue Manager/Subject Matter Expert 
Coordinator

AFAP is scheduled for Nov. 4-5. Attend required 
volunteer training sessions. Attend AFAP Advisory Council 
meetings. Submit AFAP Issue status report during meetings. 
Track all issues submitted for the annual AFAP Conference 
and place in appropriate workgroup for discussion. Train 
issue support person. Prepare tasker memorandum. Work 
with AFAP coordinator and ACS director to ensure each 
issue is assigned an SME prior to being placed in a 
workgroup. During conference, work closely with issue 
support volunteers to ensure understanding of issues and 
ensure copies of installation and Army issue update book 

are provided for issue managers. Update priority issues in 
installation issue update book from replies from proponents 
and the commander’s steering committee. Attend AAR 
meetings and provide input for the final AAR. Serve as 
a spokesperson for the AFAP program. If interested, call 
255-9637. 

Position: DFMWR Training Clerk
Volunteer needed to file correspondence, cards, invoices, 

receipts, and other records in alphabetical or numerical 
order, or according to the filing system used; add new 
material to file records; and create new records as necessary. 
If interested, call 255-9801.

WASHINGTON — In 2012, Stefan 
LeRoy, a cavalry scout with the 82nd Air-
borne Division, stepped on an improvised 
explosive device in Afghanistan while car-
rying a fellow Soldier who was injured.

LeRoy’s world had just been turned 
upside-down. In that instant, he became a 
double-amputee, losing one leg above the 
knee and the other just below the knee.

Months and months of painful surger-
ies followed. Although therapists had fit-
ted him with prosthetics and were trying to 
help him walk again, there were days, even 
months, when he couldn’t budge, he said.

The therapies eventually paid off, though. 
First he learned to handcycle, then to walk 
again and then to run, he said.

On Sept. 12, he entered his first race on 
an upright, or conventional, bicycle. Tech-
nicians at Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Maryland crafted a spe-
cial pair of prosthetics that would give him 
the flexibility needed to rotate his legs and 
press on the pedals.

LeRoy was recognized by Ride 2 Re-
covery, by being given the honor of start-
ing the race, which began in a Pentagon 
parking lot and wound through Arlington 
and Alexandria neighborhoods. The event 
involved two courses, one 18 miles long, 
and the other 45 miles long.

Inspirational message
“Stefan inspires all of us,” said Army 

Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Daniel B. Al-
lyn, who delivered opening remarks at the 
start of the race. Allyn himself was one of 
the several dozen race participants, which 
included wounded veterans from all the 
services as well as supporters. There were 
also a lot of supporters on hand who did 
not race.

John Wordin, president and founder of 
R2R, said LeRoy’s “story is magnified to-
day by so many who came out.” He added 
that the military, including the vice chief, 
have been very supportive of R2R and vet-
erans in general.

Before the race, LeRoy said that Army 
surgeons and therapists had been instru-
mental in helping him through the physical 

recovery process. But he also said that “a 
huge part of the recovery is mental.

“You’ve probably seen people here giv-
ing people hugs,” he pointed out. That’s 
“because they know people around here. 
It’s a family. You ride together with these 
people. You recognize people and you 
know that you like them and you’re going 
to ride with them.”

Before the race, Allyn said organizations 
like R2R “support our wounded veterans 
and all our veterans.” Supporting these vet-
erans should be “a lifetime commitment” 
by the Army and the nation.

This isn’t Allyn’s first R2R event. He said 
he participated in one when he was in Fort 
Hood, Texas, commanding the 1st Cavalry 
Division. “We all went out there cheering 
for them as they came through (the post) as 
part of their ride. They’re always such an 
inspiring group to be around.”

He said that “when you get around our 
wounded warriors and, really, anybody 
who’s served, you can’t help but be in-
spired. And, when you meet people like 
that you want to spend time with them.”

“Most of our kids who’ve been wounded 
have been less than 30 years old,” said Al-
lyn as he prepared to ride. “So we hope 
they’re going to have at least 50 or 60 more 

years of life that’s supported by a nation 
that recognizes the sacrifices they’ve made 
in service to their country. This is a part of 
what keeps me going.”

Not just Iraq, Afghanistan vets
Paul Wolf was one of the older racers. 

The medically-retired, Vietnam-era vet said 
he got injured while on a ship in the South 
China Sea in the early 1970s. He spent 
three years recovering from his injuries.

“Being knocked down doesn’t mean 
you can’t get up,” he said. “I used to beat 
myself up a lot not knowing there were 
others that had the same stresses coming 
home.” He said friends like those in the 
race had helped him through the recovery 
process.

Joe McLaughlin, a non-veteran, traveled 
from Boston with four other riders and three 
volunteers to show support for veterans. 
He said he learned about R2R after reading 
a “Sports Illustrated” story about double 
amputee Marine veteran Rob Jones.

Jones’ story so moved McLaughlin that 
he said he contacted Jones and began rid-
ing with him in races. 

Although Jones wasn’t at this race, 
McLaughlin said he’s hooked on support-
ing veterans and plans to keep riding with 

any of them whenever possible.
Another non-veteran who came out to 

show support was Anthony Clarke, a De-
fense Department civilian working in Al-
exandria. He said he rides bicycles recre-
ationally. A friend invited him to ride in this 
race.

He too said he felt “honored to support 
those who sacrificed so much, putting 
themselves in harm’s way. This is a way to 
give back.”

Sara Bell, R2R’s executive assistant and 
Women’s Initiative director, flew in from 
Los Angeles. She said this is the first R2R 
event in the nation’s capital and she’s ex-
cited to ride.

Anthony Davila, a Navy veteran, sus-
tained a back injury in Iraq while on a 
small-boat operation. He also has traumatic 
brain injury and post-traumatic stress. He 
rides a recumbent bike.

Davila said he’s been making a lot of 
friends here and was glad to see so much 
support, even from non-veterans.

Darrin Snyder was in the Marines from 
1985 to 1988. He injured his legs while 
training at Camp Pendleton, California, 
and he too rides a recumbent bike after five 
years of operating a handcycle, where leg 
power is not required.

Unfortunately, Snyder said he recently 
suffered the loss of one of his best friends, 
a chocolate lab service dog, who died of 
cancer. He and his fiancé, Jackie Dowdy, 
were at the event with a new lab pup named 
Skylar.

Snyder and Dowdy met during his recov-
ery. She was working for United Way at the 
time and was his caregiver. They reside in 
Norfolk, Virginia, where Snyder earned his 
bachelor’s degree in Recreational Therapy. 
He used his G.I. Bill to go to school.

Ride 2 Recovery began in 2008. The first 
R2R Challenge event was held with 14 
riders and no staff. By 2010, R2R held six 
rides across the United States, each with an 
average of 170 participants. In 2011, R2R 
was up to seven rides per year. The last ride 
of 2011 was the first to be held in Europe. 
That ride was called “Challenge in Europe: 
The Normandy Challenge,” which traced 
the steps of D-Day and subsequent battles. 
In 2012, R2R added the Battle of the Bulge 
Challenge.
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By David Vergun
Army News Service

Supporters honor wounded vets 

Photos by David Vergun

Darrin Snyder, a Marine from 1985 to 1988 with his fiancee, Jackie Dowdy, who were at a race with a 
new lab pup named Skylar.

Opportunities: Weekly listing of volunteer positions on post
Continued from Page C1
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Religious Services
Worship Services

Except as noted, all services are on Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Building 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, Building 8940
9 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Protestant Service

12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Tuesday - Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday 
5 p.m. Catholic Mass Saturday

Wings Chapel, Building 6036
8 a.m.  Latter-Day Saints 
Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads 

(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
12 p.m. Eckankar Worship Service  (4th 

Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, 
Building 8939
10:15 a.m.  CCD 
(except during summer months)

Bible Studies

Tuesdays
Crossroads Discipleship Study 
(Meal/Bible Study) 
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.
Protestant Women of the Chapel
Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 7 p.m.

Wednesdays
Catholic Women of the Chapel 
Wings Chapel, 8:30 a.m.

Above the Best Bible Study
Yano Hall, 11 a.m.

MCEHospital.com/HealthyWoman

Rebekah.Strong.
Boston.
Strong.

Join us for our Healthy Woman 8th Anniversary Celebration.
Rebekah Gregory is a simple small-town woman and mother whose life was changed forever by the Boston Marathon
bombings on April 15, 2013. She was one of the 17 people permanently injured during the act of terrorism, becoming an
amputee at the age of 26. Instead of being bitter, Rebekah encourages others, while telling her story and own daily obstacles.
She believes that life’s struggles teach us lessons – and make us better versions of ourselves.

Thursday, October 1
Enterprise Civic Center • 2401 Neil Metcalf Road
6:30 p.m. Dinner and Guest Speaker (Doors open at 5:30 p.m.)

$25 per person, general admission | $300 for reserved table of eight
Purchase tickets at MCEHospital.com/HealthyWoman.

For more information, call 334-348-8868.

SERVICES AUTOMOTIVE PLACES HOME &
FINANCE

DINING SHOPPING MEDIA HEALTH &
BEAUTY
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Health reach out
Suicide prevention means 
a constant invitation for help 

Story on Page D3and Fitness

The Wiregrass community’s support of 
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation’s annual 
Wounded Warrior Fall Hunt provided the 
resources to add a 42-foot mobile trailer 
to its growing list of wounded warrior-
specific equipment for disabled veterans 
to use at no cost and this year’s event will 
help the list continue to grow.

Hunters will gather Oct. 7 at 4:30 a.m. 
at the ODR service center, Bldg. 24235 on 
Johnston Road, to kick off this year’s hunt. 
The hunt, which concludes Oct. 10, will 
give wounded warriors, as well as Soldiers 
and civilians, the opportunity to hunt hogs 
and coyotes to win prizes that will help out 
a worthy cause, said John Clancy, outdoor 
recreation manager. 

“All they need to do is register with 
us,” he said. “The registration fee is $25. 
Also, if they would like to volunteer to be 
a guide, we will arrange it and the registra-
tion fee will be waived.”

Those who wish to participate in the 
hunt must be at least 16 years of age with 
a hunter’s education card, Alabama state 
hunting license, Fort Rucker post hunting 
permit and have their weapons registered 
with the Fort Rucker Provost Marshal Of-
fice.

According to Clancy, this year’s goal 
is to build a handicap-accessible, three-
bedroom cabin on the east side of Lake 
Tholocco.

“It is very important because we can 
show the wounded warriors that we care, 

and want to provide them with equipment 
and facilities that will help the enjoy the 
outdoors,” he said.

The community can support the effort 
by joining the hunt or purchasing tickets 
to enter into a drawing for multiple door 
prizes.

“We will be giving away rifles, coolers, 
grills, bows, crossbows and more,” Clancy 
said. “Our grand prize is a 14-foot Rhino 
Boat, trailer and a 15-horse-power motor 

worth approximately $8,500.” 
People don’t have to hunt to contribute 

to the cause or be eligible for door prizes, 
said Clancy. People can donate and par-
ticipate by purchasing door prize tickets 
for $5 at the ODR service center at Lake 
Tholocco, Bldg. 24235; MWR Central in 
Bldg. 5700; Builders Cash and Carry in 
Daleville; the post exchange; and the com-
missary during the weekdays.

Fort Rucker has quickly become one of 

the places to be for wounded warriors who 
want to head out into the great outdoors, 
Clancy said. After 2011’s hunt, which 
raised $40,890, Fort Rucker purchased 
two handicap-accessible elevated tree 
stands and a track chair. And after 2012’s 
hunt, which raised $35,322, a customized 
handicap-accessible boat with features 
that include a ramp that allows a person in 
a wheelchair to directly roll onto the boat, 
specialized controls, remote control an-
chor, wheelchair locking system and other 
specialized features, along with a boat 
dock, accessories for the track chair and 
some support equipment for the upcoming 
hunts were purchased, said Clancy.

In previous years, the hunt has raised 
tens of thousands of dollars to support 
wounded warriors on Fort Rucker, and 
that money has gone directly into buying 
new equipment for those wounded war-
riors, said Clancy.

All of the proceeds from the Wounded 
Warrior Hunt will go directly back into 
ODR to fund programs or equipment for 
wounded warriors, he said.

There will be prizes given to the hunter 
with the most points for hogs and for coy-
otes – three points per hog and 15 points 
per coyote. 

As much as the hunt is about raising 
funds for new equipment for wounded 
warriors, Clancy said it’s also about rais-
ing awareness of the sacrifices those Sol-
diers made for the freedoms people enjoy 
today.

For more information or to register, call 
255-4305.

John Clancy, ODR manager, gives a view of the hydraulic wheelchair lift on the wounded warrior trailer 
purchased with funds from last year’s Wounded Warrior Fall Hunt. Fort Rucker hopes this year’s hunt 
will raise enough funds to build a handicap-accessible, three-bedroom cabin on the east side of Lake 
Tholocco.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

WOUNDED WARRIOR SUPPORT
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Photos by Tori Evans

Above: Runners start off Fort Rucker’s first half marathon during the Hispanic Heritage Half Marathon and 
Relay Saturday. Left: Warrant Officer Career College students cheer on their teammates during the race. The 
winner of the race was Christopher Keegan, with a time of 1:20:51.2. Alex Carpenter finished second with a 
time of 1:23:24.7; and third went to John Jamigian, 1:25:00.0. In the female category, the winner was Jaylee 
Brendal, 1:43:52.6; with second going to Beofra Butler, 1:44:00.0; and third to Carmen Williams, 1:55:30.7. In 
the relay, the winners were “Couples Therapy,” Julia Neutlans and Wayne Erickson, 1:36:50.8; with second 
going to “Chad and Benjamin,” Chad Patterson and Benjamin Parrish, 1:41:54.0; and third going to “Cairns 
Towers,” Carin Tower Murray and Timothy Murray, 1:43:39.3.

RUNNING INTO HISTORY

Hunt targets adding more handicap-accessible amenities
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See Page D4 for this week’s answers. See Page D4 for this week’s answers.

Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D4 for this week’s answers.
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WARR IORS THR IVE IN

PSYCHOLOGY.
TROY can help you succeed in counseling and psychology.
Our public university takes pride in giving you the education

and personal attention you need to thrive. Turn understanding
others into an exciting career with a degree from TROY.

Do what you love, and be great at it. That’s the Trojan Warrior
Spirit, and it’s alive and well at Troy University.

Thomas F., Student
Veteran. Psychology. Family Man.

© 2015 Troy University© 2015 TrTroy University

Feel it at Ft. Rucker.

troy.edu/workingwarrior • 1-866-588-8337
troy.edu/ftrucker • 1-334-598-2443
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Suicide prevention 
means a constant 
invitation for help
By Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson
1st Armored Brigade Combat Team 
Public Affairs

FORT HOOD, Texas — He had received all the manda-
tory training and watched all the suicide prevention vid-
eos, but was not prepared when his best friend took his 
own life. 

"We were like Family," said Sgt. Oronde Foster, bar-
racks management NCO, for 1st Armored Brigade Com-
bat Team, 1st Cavalry Division. "He was always at the 
house. We worked on cars together. Our kids played to-
gether."

His friend, a 23-year-old sergeant in the brigade, com-
mitted suicide in 2014 – one of 288 active-duty military 
personnel who took their own life that year.

"There were no signs," Foster said. "That day we talked 
about his plans to get a new apartment with a pool and to 
become a drill sergeant. That evening, there were strange 
messages on his Facebook. I was calling him and couldn't 
get through. I called his mom and found out what hap-
pened."

While there were no signs, there were risk factors, Fos-
ter said.

"He was in the advanced leader's course and comes 
home on a Saturday morning and finds out there's an order 
saying he can't see his wife and kids," he said.

Foster said Soldiers need to watch for these types of 
warning signs and risk factors, and ensure those that need 
help get counseling or, for example, place Soldiers tem-
porarily in the barracks to ease tensions after a domestic 
dispute.

"They should be taken to counseling, find out what hap-
pened before the incident," he said. 

But everything can't be solved though Army programs, 
he said.

"I know some people say the Army should do every-
thing, but some things the Army can't fix," Foster said. 
"It's up to us as individuals to look out for each other. And 
follow up."

The Army has set aside September as Suicide Preven-
tion Month and, at every level, units are reaching out to 
those that are hurting.

Soldiers in the Ironhorse brigade are preparing for an 
October decisive-action rotation at the National Training 
Center on Fort Irwin, California, loading equipment, ve-
hicles and supplies. But despite a high operational tempo, 
Soldiers are also pausing to talk about stressors and how 
to help someone considering suicide.

"Every Soldier should know that he or she can tell any-
one that 'I am hurting; I am suicidal,'" said Chaplain (Maj.) 
Jamison Bowman, brigade chaplain for 1st Armored Bri-
gade Combat Team. "It's not enough to brief suicide pre-
vention monthly or quarterly, there needs to be a constant 
invitation for help." 

Soldiers should talk to someone before the problems get 
too big to handle, said Albert Doepner, military family life 
counselor for 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team.

"Hopefully, I can talk to people before their problems 
get too serious," he said. "We can do some problem solv-
ing."

Talking with the military family life counselor is con-
fidential, said Doepner, adding that the counselor is also 
available to talk to family members.

The efforts of those taking action to help those in need 
means that there are success stories among those who 
considered suicide.

"I'm a very outgoing person," said Spc. Eric Batten, au-
tomated logistics specialist, Forward Support Company J, 
2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Armored Bri-
gade Combat Team. "I always try to make people smile. 
When I was depressed, I was not talking, pushing people 
aside. I stopped hanging out with friends and stopped eat-
ing."

Batten said family and relationship issues had become 
overwhelming for him.

"I was in my room all the time thinking and missing 
meals – in the back of my head coming to conclusions of 
ending my own life," Batten said. "My NCO, he noticed 
there was something wrong with me, and referred me to 
the chaplain. The chaplain asked me what my life goals 
were and I realized I hadn't thought about it. I'm actually 
doing better now, only because the chaplain helped me 
realize I have goals I want to accomplish and that I do 
matter."
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Sports Briefs
Oktoberfest Volksmarch

The inaugural Fort Rucker Volksmarch is 
scheduled for Friday at 4:30 p.m. at the festival 
fields. The volksmarch will begin immediately 
following the Oktoberfest opening ceremony. 
The march will progress via Andrews Avenue and 
Third Avenue to the Beaver Lake Trail, around 
Beaver Lake on the red trail and back to the festi-
val fields. The route will feature festive music and 
a water point. The route will be open from 4:30-6 
p.m. with the entrance closing at 5:30 p.m. Volks-
march T-shirts will be available for purchase. The 
event is free and open to the public. Registration 
forms are available at both physical fitness centers 
and MWR Central. 

For more information, call 255-2296.

ATV trail ride
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation will host an 

all-terrain vehicle trail ride Saturday from 7 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Pre-registration is required, and the cost 
is $20. Drivers must pass the safety driving test 
through ODR before participating. Participants 
must also provide their own protective gear, in-
cluding helmets, boots, etc., that must be worn at 
all times. The event is open to the public, ages 16 
and up. 

For more information or to sign up, call 255-
4305 or 255-2997. 

Fall Boot Camp
People are invited to participate in a six-week 

transformation with Fort Rucker’s Fall Boot 

Camp. Participants will run the hills, trails and 
stairs of Fort Rucker, conquer an obstacle course, 
enjoy game day on the football field and practice 
yoga at Lake Tholocco. 

The camp will help people increase their fitness, 
boost their energy levels and have fun, according 
to organizers. Boot Camp ensures maximum ben-
efits and results for all fitness levels. Participants 
can also expect to see improvements in cardio fit-
ness, stamina and strength, and body composition.

The program is from 8:30-9:45 a.m. five days 
a week, starting Monday and ending Nov. 6. The 
cost of the program is $100 per participant, due in 
full by Monday. The price includes: training with 
certified personal trainers and group fitness in-
structors, access to all group fitness classes during 
the six weeks, a 2015 Fall Boot Camp T-shirt, and 
nutritional tips and information. Orientation will 
be held on the first day of boot camp, Monday, at 
8:30 a.m. at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Cen-
ter. Each registration packet will be reviewed for 
high-risk participants and people will be contacted 
if a doctor’s release is needed before the orienta-
tion. 

For more information, call 255-3794.

Cobra Demo Day
Silver Wings Golf Course will host a Cobra 

Demo Day Oct. 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. All new 
Cobra golf irons and woods will be available to 
try out. Custom fitting is available for anyone who 
wants to put in an order. 

For more information, call 598-2449.

HOME OF THE WORLD RENOWN
BREAKFAST BURRITO

Nothing could be finer...than eating at THE DINER!

598-1794

No i

YOU



try OURchinookburger!

TRY ONE OF OUR
SPECIALTY BURGERS!

We Patty our
FRESH BEEF Burgers!

Trivia

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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