
A project nearly two years in the making 
is coming to fruition as the inal touches 
are added to Fort Rucker’s shiniest new 
beneit – the new commissary.

The grand opening for the store will be 
July 15 with a ribbon cutting ceremony at 
8:30 a.m. to allow shoppers access to the 
new, state-of-the-art facility, said Bobby 
Ward, Fort Rucker Commissary store di-
rector.

As workers stocked shelves Monday, 
Ward provided a tour of the nearly-com-
plete facility to community members and 
Fort Rucker senior leadership to showcase 
the new commissary’s state-of-the-art fea-
tures, as well as highlight the increased 
amount of sales space.

Commissaries are rated in categories 
from K1 to K5, according to Ward, and 
much of the new facility’s sales loor, in-
cluding all of the frozen and chilled items 
and much of the dry goods sections, will 
be rated as K4.

The commissary will be signiicantly 
larger than the current store, with a total 
of 85,302 square feet. More than half of 
that – 47,380 square feet – is designated 
for the sales loor, which is more than 
18,000 square feet more sales loor space 
than the current commissary, he said.

The overall size of the commissary is 
roughly the same dimensions of the old 
commissary, but the area of the sales loor 
was able to be increased by shrinking the 
size of the warehouse, said Ward.

In the Army, remembering the past 
is just as important as looking toward 
the future, and the U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum is preserving history by re-
storing one of its most storied aircraft 
to its former glory.

The museum possesses the last re-
maining XH-40 prototype helicopter, 
a precursor to the UH-1 Huey. In an 
effort to preserve it for future genera-
tions, the staff has begun the process 
to renovate the aircraft to be show-
cased in the museum, according to 
Robert Mitchell, U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum curator.

“This aircraft tells a very important 
story, really of early Army Aviation 
and also rotor Aviation for the world,” 
he said. “This is probably the most 
signiicant helicopter – I call it the he-
licopter that changed the world – be-
cause once they mated a jet engine to a 
helicopter, everything changed.”

From the start to the end of the Ko-
rean War, the number of helicopters 
jumped from 60 to 600, said the cura-
tor. Once the Army realized how versa-
tile an aircraft the helicopter could be, 
especially with transporting wounded 
Soldiers off the battleield, it ushered 
in a new era of rotor-wing light.

“When word got back to Congress 
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LEFT: Aviation Branch Command Sgt. Maj. Eric C. Thom; CW5 Allen R. Godfrey, Chief Warrant Officer of the Aviation Branch; Col. David J. Francis, USAACE deputy commander; CW2 Brent Gregory, representing the youngest Soldier; 
and Russell B. Hall, deputy to the commanding general, cut the ceremonial cake at The Landing Friday in celebration of the Army’s 240th birthday.  RIGHT: The Warrant Officer Career College celebrated the Army’s 240th birthday with 
a ceremonial cake cutting Friday. CW4 James Jernigan, WOCC military history instructor, represented the oldest Soldier present and CW2 Jason Hayes served as the youngest as the two cut the first slice of cake. 

ARMY BIRTHDAY

‘Helicopter that changed the world’

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Museum to restore XH-40 prototype to former glory
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NEW COMMISSARY SET TO OPEN

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Bobby Ward (far right), Fort Rucker commissary store director, provides a tour of the new commissary 
to community members and Fort Rucker senior leadership, including Col. Stuart J. McRae, garrison 
commander, and Aviation Branch Command Sgt. Maj. Eric C. Thom,  Monday.

Grand opening set for July 15

SEE GLORY, PAGE A5

Federal employees donated more than 14 million 
pounds of food to feed families in need last year 
and a new partnership makes it easier than ever to 
give back to the local community.

For this year’s Feds Feed Families campaign, 
Army Community Service partnered with the com-
missary to provide donation drop-off locations 
where potential contributors purchase their own 
food.

“People tend to contribute more food if the 
contribution drop-off point is located where they 
purchase their own food,” Mike Burden, ACS i-
nancial readiness manager, said. “We’ve placed 
contribution drop-offs in different locations during 
previous food drives and people had to bring food 
from home or purchase food elsewhere to bring to 

Fort Rucker participates 
in Feds Feed Families
By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

SEE FAMILIES, PAGE A5

PHOTO BY JEREMY HENDERSON

Food items donated for the Feds Feed Families campaign 
are bagged, weighed and priced by the commissary staff 
before the Wiregrass Area United Way Food Bank picks 
them up for final delivery to families in need of low-cost, 
healthy meals.

SEE COMMISSARY, PAGE A5
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Workers prepare to load the last remaining XH-40 prototype helicopter, a precursor to the 
UH-1 Huey, onto a truck for transport Monday, as they prepare it for restoration before it 
takes its place in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum in about a year.



For Soldiers, taking the Army physical 
itness test twice a year is a good indicator 
of changes in physical itness – the number 
of sit-ups and pushups performed and the 
2-mile run time can increase or decrease, as 
well as weight. 

These things can show progress or the 
need for improvement. 

Physical itness is important for accom-
plishing the mission and staying healthy. 
Whether you are a Soldier or Department 
of Army civilian, family member or retiree, 
taking stock of your health will reap great 
beneits. 

But what about your spiritual itness? 
Spirituality has to do with a person’s 

world view, sense of morality, and ethics 
and sense of meaning. It is easy to confuse 
spirituality with religious practice. In fact, 
even atheists and agnostics can be spiritual. 
Buddhists are not necessarily theists, but 
few would argue that they are not spiritual. 

Army Regulation, 600-63, Army Health 
Promotion, puts it this way: “A spiritually 
it person recognizes there are multiple di-
mensions that make up a human being and 
seeks to develop the total person concept. 
This includes enhancing spiritual itness 
through relection and practice of a lifestyle 

based on personal qualities needed to sus-
tain one during times of stress, hardship and 
tragedy.”

Spirituality is not static – it changes and, 
hopefully, deepens and matures as we get 
older. 

In 1981, Dr. James W. Fowler, a devel-
opmental psychologist at Emory University 
and United Methodist Minister, published 
“Stages of Faith: The Psychology of Hu-

man Development and the Quest for Mean-
ing.” 

In this book, Fowler proposed that people 
go through phases in their spiritual devel-
opment – the faith of a child is different 
from the faith of an adult, for instance. Dur-
ing the course of his research, Dr. Fowler 
interviewed Jews, Catholics, Protestants, 
agnostics and atheists. 

He suggested that there are six stages of 

faith, starting with zero (in infancy). Ac-
cording to Dr. Fowler, very few people 
achieve the highest level, Stage 6, but he 
suggests that individuals such as Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Mother Teresa and Ma-
hatma Gandhi might be examples of those 
who do. 

Most of us are somewhere in the mid-
dle, but we do not have to stay at the same 
stage through life. Spiritual growth will be 
different for each person. What works for 
one person may not work for another, but 
activities such as belonging to a worship 
community, prayer and meditation, and de-
liberate study of any sacred texts from your 
own tradition can help contribute to growth. 
Many people also express their spirituality 
through volunteerism. 

You might get an idea of your own level 
of spiritual itness from a source such as the 
“Spiritual Dimension” on the Global As-
sessment Tool. 

Soldiers have to take the GAT each year, 
but there are many ways to gauge your 
spiritual resilience. The “Spiritual Fitness 
Inventory” Technical Guide 360 available 
from the U.S. Army Public Health Com-
mand Spiritual Health website is another 
tool. 

Whenever you step on the scale or moni-
tor your exercise, you are taking stock of 
your health. Shouldn’t your spiritual health 
be just as important?
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Perspective

WO1 Jacob Crossman, 
B Co. 1st Bn. 

145th Avn. Regt.
“Make sure everyone who 

is going into the water knows 

how to swim properly.”

 “Try not to spend the entire 

day directly in the sunlight. 

Seek some shade.”

 “Even if you’re swimming, 

it’s important to stay hydrated, 

so make sure to drink lots of 

water.” 

 “Make sure to wear plenty of 

sunscreen.”

Sheila Bartley, 
military spouse

Joyce Cummings, 
military spouse

Amy Ledger, 
military spouse

“Keep an eye on everyone, 

especially if there are small 

children around.”

Carla Anders, 
military family member
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Statement of Publication authorization

The Army Flier is an autho-
rized publication for members 
of the Department of Defense. 
Contents of the Army Flier are 
not necessarily the official views 
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government, or the Department 
of the Army. 

The editorial content of this 
publication is the responsibility 
of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs 
Office. 

Ten thousand copies are 
published weekly by The Dothan 
Eagle, a private company in no 
way connected with the U.S. 
government under exclusive 
contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

The appearance of advertis-
ing in this publication, including 
inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the 
U.S. Army or The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters

For business, advertisements, 
subscriptions or to report print-
ing errors, contact The Dothan 
Eagle, 227 N. Oates St., Dothan, 
AL 36303 or call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible 
for all printing matters and com-
mercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. 
for the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the 
Army Flier is prepared, edited, 
provided and approved by the 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this 
publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, 

national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, 
political affiliation or any 
other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of 
this equal opportunity policy by 
an advertiser is confirmed, the 
publisher shall refuse to print 
advertising from that source until 
the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or pho-
tographs by contacting the Army 
Flier, Public Affairs Office, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence, Fort Rucker, AL 36362, or 
call (334) 255-2028 or 255-1239; 
calls to other PAO numbers are 
not normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please 
contact the editor at jhughes@
armyflier.com.

This month we’re spotlighting the 
June 1973 issue of the U.S. Army Avia-
tion Digest. This issue features:

31 years of growth
As Army Aviation commemorates its 

31st anniversary June 6, we reminisce 
over its tremendous advancement since 
World War II. This surge has been di-
rectly proportional to the untiring ef-
forts of the oficers and men who have 
pioneered the ield.

Among the honored
What had been an uneventful New 

Year’s Day in 1969 for the Air Cavalry 

Troop, 11th Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment, was shattered when the opera-
tions shack received a call that a “pink 
team” had made contact with a sizable 
enemy force just north of the Dong Xai 
River in the Republic of Vietnam. 

The “eyes” have it
It was growing dark that quiet Febru-

ary 26, 1969, at Dong Tam in the Re-
public of Vietnam. I was on standby, 
supporting the LRRPs in the 9th Divi-
sion area of operations. About 30 min-
utes prior to coming on duty, I checked 
my UH-1 helicopter and also replaced 
the tinted visor of my helmet with a 

clear one. Little did I know that those 
few minutes and that clear visor would 
determine my fate that evening.

The illusive CAT
Don’t be deceived by the apparent 

safety of VFR conditions. For nearly 
10 years, the research efforts of sev-
eral agencies of the federal government 
have centered on detection of the illu-
sive CAT. 

… and more.
 Download this issue of the U.S. 

Army Aviation Digest at http://bit.ly/
av8-june73 

This month in Army Aviation history

Rotor Wash
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Soldiers join in to be a part of the circle, some to pray, before every mission in Kandahar, Afghanistan. 
The Soldiers are assigned to the 62nd Engineer Company, 4th Engineer Battalion.

By Lt. Col. David Bowerman
U.S. Army Public Health Command 
Chaplain

Take stock of your spiritual fitness

MWR Central hosts a deep sea fishing 

day trip Saturday from 3 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

What are some tips you would suggest 

to follow before spending the day on the 

water and/or in the sun?

“

”



FORT KNOX, Ky. – The 
Army’s Career Intermission Pi-
lot Program is back for another 
iteration and has been extended 
through December 31, 2019. 

Under the program, Soldiers 
can apply for a one time, tempo-
rary transition to the Individual 
Ready Reserve to pursue profes-
sional or personal growth outside 
the Army, said Albert Eggerton, 
deputy chief, Oficer Division, 
U.S. Army G-1. At the end of 
their intermission, they will re-
enter the Army with a service ob-
ligation of two months for every 
month they were out.

“The program has slots avail-
able for 20 oficers and 20 enlist-
ed Soldiers each calendar year,” 
said Eggerton. “It is targeted 
to oficers in year groups 1999 
through 2011, warrant oficers, 
sergeants and staff sergeants in 
the regular Army, and active Re-
serve Soldiers who have com-
pleted their initial three-year term 
on active duty.”

The pilot program was autho-
rized by the National Defense 
Authorization Act in 2009 in or-
der to determine whether giving 
Soldiers a break in service will 
help to “retain the valuable in-
vestment in experience and train-
ing that is otherwise lost when a 
Soldier separates permanently,” 
said Eggerton.

Patricia Woods, CIPP program 

manager for the Enlisted Person-
nel Management Division at U.S. 
Army Human Resources Com-
mand, said most of the enlisted 
applicants she is working with 
are looking into the program to 
purse educational goals or spend 
time with family members when 
unexpected life events occur. 

Woods said this program is 
a good option for Soldiers that 
have something come up in their 
lives that they need to focus their 
full attention on before continu-
ing with their military careers.

She discussed several situa-
tions in which Soldiers are con-
sidering using CIPP. One Soldier 
had parents who are in very poor 
health and this Soldier wants to 
be able to spend the last couple 
of years with them. Another Sol-
dier has a child with disabilities 
and he wants to be able to take 
the child to doctor appointments 
and focus his full attention on 
the child. Other Soldiers are un-
dergoing fertility treatments and 
want to focus their time on start-
ing families. 

While on intermission, Sol-
diers cannot use Army tuition as-
sistance, but are able to use their 
Post 9/11 GI Bill beneits, said 
Woods. While Soldiers are able 
to pursue any education degree 
or program they want to, they 
also maintain their current rank 
and grade. 

“CIPP is not a commissioning 
program,” said Woods. “So, you 
are going to come back in the 
way you went out.” 

“It is important for Soldiers 

to understand the differences in 
their beneits while using this 
program,” said Robert Peterson, 
CIPP program manager, Oficer 
Personnel Management Division, 
HRC. “Soldiers will continue to 
receive TRICARE, commissary 
privileges and one-30th of their 
base pay twice a month.” 

Peterson previously worked 
with compassionate reassign-
ments for Oficer Personnel 
Management Directorate. He 
said CIPP can be an alternative 
for Soldiers who cannot be reas-
signed under the Compassionate 
Reassignment Program, but have 
the inancial resources in place 
to support themselves and their 
families while participating in an 
intermission through CIPP.

“Through the compassionate 
program, the situation the Soldier 
is being reassigned for has to re-
solve itself within one year,” said 
Peterson. “Many of the Soldiers 
looking into compassionate re-
assignment had family members 
with illnesses requiring treat-
ments that would exceed the year 
time limit. A program like CIPP 
would have been an ‘excellent’ 
alternative for them.”

Peterson said the program can 
also beneit dual-military families 
who may not have had much time 
together based on the deployment 
rhythms of the last several years.

“I have a Soldier who just had 
her second child and her and her 
husband’s assignment cycles just 
have not synced,” said Peter-
son. “So she is getting out for 21 
months so she and her husband’s 

schedules will line up when she 
comes back in and they can go 
to the intermediate level course 
together.”

“With the second iteration of 
this program, there is no cutoff 
date for applications,” said Eg-
gerton. “Soldiers must apply for 
the program eight months before 
they want to begin their intermis-
sion to allow time to complete 
the application and complete the 
congressionally-mandated Sol-
dier for Life program.”

“While on intermission, Sol-
diers must contact their program 
managers once a month and are 

responsible for maintaining their 
physical itness,” said Woods. 
“When the time comes to reen-
ter the Army, the Soldier must 
be able to meet the established 
standards the Army sets for re-
tention.”

“Soldiers who believe they are 
not eligible for the program may 
be able to apply for an excep-
tion,” said Eggerton. “Exceptions 
will be considered on a case-by-
case basis providing that the ex-
ception does not violate any of 
the statutory requirements.”

For more information, refer to 
Milper Message 15-161.
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Selless service is one of the core Army 
values, and one Boy Scout took that value 
to heart as he set out to give back to his 
community.

Ben Francisco, Boy Scout with Troop 77 
out of Enterprise, took on the task of build-
ing a hunting blind for wounded warriors 
Saturday as his Eagle Scout service project 
to give back to those who served and sac-
riiced.

“This is a worthy cause, supporting the 
wounded warriors,” said the 14-year old. 
“Just like they supported us during their 
time serving their country, I just thought it 
would be something good to do for them.”

The hunting blind, located in Area 40, 
an area designated primarily for use by 
wounded warriors, features a wheelchair 
accessible structure with windows on three 
sides providing 100 yards of sight down 
three hunting lanes.

The construction of the blind was no easy 
task, taking up nearly 170 man-hours, but 
Francisco wouldn’t tackle the project alone 
as he had help from 34 members of his 
troop, including fellow Boy Scouts, retirees 
and his family.

The site for the blind had to be cleared, 
and the blind itself, which was constructed 
out of wood and tin, had to be built on site, 

as well.
“We had to clear out nearly 200 yards 

to make a trail to get out to the area,” he 
said, adding that even trenches and drain-
age ditches had to be dug out to allow water 
to low out of the area to make it accessible 
for wounded warriors.

The idea for the hunting blind came with 
the help of his father, CW4 Kevin Francis-
co, U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety 
Center G3 Aviation accident investigator, 

who does a lot of work with Fort Rucker’s 
Outdoor Recreation’s Wounded Warrior 
Hunt.

Scouts are also required to raise all the 
funds for their project themselves, and they 
were able to do so with a grant provided 
from ODR, as well as the materials being 
available for purchase at cost, said Kevin.

“I had been talking with (John Clancy, 
ODR manager) and he told me that they 
would like to have a hunting blind built for 

the wounded warriors, so Ben decided this 
is what he wanted to do for his Eagle Scout 
project,” he said. “I’m very proud of him. 
It’s a big step making it to Eagle Scout, es-
pecially at such a young age.”

According to Francisco, about 2-3 per-
cent of Boy Scouts attain the Eagle Scout 
rank, which must be attained before the 
Scout’s 18th birthday, but Ben was deter-
mined to achieve his rank and earn his spot 
through his service project.

“I’ve been in the Scouts since I was a 
Cub Scout at age 6, and once I started, I just 
really enjoyed it and stuck with it,” he said. 
“The Scouts taught me a lot about leader-
ship and helps prepare you for life by pro-
viding you with the skills you didn’t know 
you would need in life.”

Ben is not only active in his Boy Scout 
troop, but also stays busy with school, 
maintaining the honor roll, as well as par-
ticipating on his high school football and 
golf teams.

“For him to go for his Eagle rank at 14 
shows a lot of hard work and dedication,” 
said his father. “The leadership that Ben had 
to demonstrate and the change he’s made 
in the last three years in the Boy Scouts is 
amazing – he’s matured a lot and I’m so 
proud of him.”

The hunting blind is for wounded war-
rior use only. For more information on the 
blind, call 255-4305.

SELFLESS SERVICE
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

News Briefs
Power outage

The Directorate of Public Works reports there will be a 
scheduled power outage impacting the golf course, Silver 
Wings Subdivision and Fort Rucker Equestrian Center 
Monday starting at 9 a.m.  The outage will last until about 
12:30 p.m. for the subdivision and the equestrian center. 
The golf course will remain without power until about 
3:30 p.m. The outage is required in order to perform nec-
essary maintenance on the electrical distribution system. 
The backup date in the event of inclement weather is 
June 29 at the same times.

Men’s health challenge
June is Men’s Health Month and Lyster Army Health 

Clinic has a health challenge to all male beneicia-
ries. Males who participate in any one of the following 
healthy activities between Monday and July 10 will be 
entered into a drawing for the Men’s Health Active Sum-
mer Giveaway.

Try out the IN-BODY 570 body composition analysis • 
machine at LAHC, 255-7986.
Men 50 and older: have a colonoscopy, schedule a • 
colonoscopy or turn in 3 Fecal Occult Blood Cards to 
LAHC, 255-7715.
Diabetics and pre-diabetics: attend a diabetes basics • 
program class at LAHC, 255-7986, and/or complete 
an A1C lab, 255-7715, or retinal exam, 255-7185.

Attend a nutrition care class at LAHC (weight control, • 
healthy heart management or healthy cooking), 255-
7986. 
Participate in a Zumba or yoga class at LAHC, 255-• 
7715. 

The Active Summer Men’s Giveaway pack includes: 
Five 18-hole rounds of golf at Silver Wings Golf • 
Course;
Three games of extreme bowling at Rucker Lanes • 
Bowling Center; and 
Fitbit Flex wristband.• 

People should call the telephone numbers provided 
above to schedule individual activities. Once people 
have scheduled their activity, they should call 255-7715 
or 255-7913 to have their name entered into the give-
away drawing. The more activities people do, the more 
chances they have to win. The giveaway drawing will be 
held July 13. The winner will be notiied by phone.

Changes of command
The 1st Battalion, 14th Aviation Regiment will host a • 
change of command ceremony today at 8:30 a.m. at 
Howze Field.
Headquarters and Headquarters Company of the 164th • 
Theater Airield Operations Group will host a change 
of command ceremony Friday at 9:30 a.m. at the Cor-
vias Building, Bldg. 2908. Capt. Nathan Houston will 

assume command from Capt. Alvaro Galvez.
The 1st Aviation Brigade will host a change of com-• 
mand ceremony Tuesday at 8:30 a.m. at Howze 
Field.
The 1-223rd Avn. Regt. will host a change of com-• 
mand ceremony June 26 at 8:30 a.m. at Howze Field.
The 110th Avn. Bde. will host a change of command • 
ceremony July 1 at 9 a.m. on Howze Field. Col. Kelly 
E. Hines will assume command of the brigade from 
Col. Jayson A. Altieri.
The U.S. Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory • 
will host a change of command ceremony July 8 at 11 
a.m. at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.
U.S. Army Garrison Fort Rucker will host a change • 
of command ceremony July 10 at 1 p.m. at the U.S. 
Army Aviation Museum.

Blood drive
The Sullivan Memorial Blood Center from Fort Ben-

ning, Georgia, will host a blood drive at Fort Rucker 
June 25 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Fortenberry-Col-
ton Physical Fitness Center. Blood donated through the 
Armed Forces Blood Program supports combat opera-
tions, military treatment facilities and Veterans Affairs 
hospitals.

For more information, visit http://www.militaryblood.
dod.mil/benning/.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY DANIELA VESTAL

COURTESY PHOTO

Ben Francisco (third from right), Boy Scout with Troop 77 out of Enterprise, digs a drainage trench 
with members of his Boy Scout troop as they clear a path to the hunting blind they built for wounded 
warriors in Area 40 Saturday.

By Daniela Vestal
U.S. Army Human Resources 
Command
Public Affairs

Army gives Soldiers time for personal, professional goals

Boy Scout gives back to the community



WASHINGTON — “There is 
a lot of uncertainty that exists in 
this world today, in spite of pre-
dictions by others that we are 
entering a period of peace,” said 
Secretary of the Army John M. 
McHugh. “But even with declin-
ing budgets, I know this to be cer-
tain: America is the world’s indis-
pensable nation and you are her 
indispensable Army.”

The more than 1,000 Soldiers, 
civilians and family members 
who had gathered for the 2015 
Army Birthday Ball June 13 in 
Washington roared in approval of 
the secretary’s summation of the 
Army they serve.

Soldiers from around the nation 
gathered in Washington, D.C., to 
celebrate the Army’s 240th birth-
day during the 2015 Army Birth-
day Ball. The evening began with 
a tribute to fallen Soldiers by 
Charlene Cross, whose son, Spc. 
Jason Bogar, died July 13, 2008 
during a ireight in Afghani-
stan – the same battle that earned 
Staff Sgt. Ryan Pitts the Medal of 
Honor.

Entertainment included per-
formances by the Army Band’s 
“Army Voices,” the Army Field 
Band’s “Jazz Ambassadors,” 
and the 2015 U.S. Army Soldier 
Show.

Army senior leaders also put 
into context the signiicance of 
240 years of Army service to the 
nation.

“Tomorrow, to the exact day in 
1775, the Continental Congress 
adopted and approved the cre-
ation of the American Continental 
Army,” McHugh said. “The very 
same Army each and every one 
of you proudly serves today. And 
240 birthdays later, that same 
Army stands tall as the strategic 
land power of America’s joint 
force, and the dominant, the un-
rivaled, the preeminent military 
force on the face of the planet.”

McHugh, who serves now as 
the 21st secretary of the Army, as-
sumed ofice in September 2009. 
He recently announced his plan to 
leave the position in November. 
When he leaves ofice, he will 
have served in the position for 
more than six years.

“In my life, in my more than six 
decades, I have seen turning point 
after turning point, thanks to the 

sacriice of American Soldiers,” 
McHugh said. “In my short time 
as Army secretary, I have wit-
nessed this Army do things that 
others said couldn’t be done. I 
have watched with awe and won-
dered how, day after day, in every 
corner of the world, American 
Soldiers extend the beneits of 
liberty and security to an increas-
ingly complex world. And I am 
proud to say, at the heart of it all, 
just as it was in Saratoga, there are 
individual men and women who 
are committed to an uncommon 
life of incredible consequence, 
men and women like each and 
every one of you in this room to-
night: passionate, dedicated pro-
fessionals who routinely display 
the exceptional character that you 
show in defense of our nation.”

Strength of the nation
Gen. Ray Odierno assumed 

the role of chief of staff of the 
Army in September 2011. Since 
then, he has signed off on nearly 
every speech he has given with 
something nearly every Soldier 
has heard by now: “The strength 
of our nation is our Army. The 
strength of our Army is our Sol-
diers. And the strength of our Sol-
diers is our families. That’s what 
makes us Army Strong.”

Odierno plans to retire from the 
Army in August. He used his last 
turn behind the lectern at an Army 
Birthday Ball to explain what is 
by now a signature sentiment for 
the general.

Calling attention to the Army 
lag on display in the ballroom, he 
pointed out that the lag bears 188 
battle streamers. Those streamers, 
he said, represent, among other 
conlicts, the Revolutionary War, 
the War of 1812, the Civil War, 
both the irst and second world 
wars, Korea and Vietnam.

Also on the lag are 13 stream-
ers that represent the war on ter-
rorism, as well as the Iraq and 
Afghanistan campaigns.

“I have lost incredible young 
men and women, sacriiced in 
Iraq and Afghanistan for this 
country,” Odierno said. “That is 
why the Army is the strength of 
this nation.”

About 2.5 million Soldiers de-
ployed to Iraq and Afghanistan 
over the last 14 years. Those Sol-
diers, he said, are what makes the 
Army work.

“The Army is about Soldiers,” 

he said. “It is about young men 
and women who are selless, ded-
icated, competent and committed 
– and who do their job with great 
character, no matter where we’ll 
be, no matter when we ask them. 
And if necessary, they are willing 
to give their lives for this country. 
That is what we must never for-
get. That is why our Soldiers are 
the strength of our Army.”

Back home, supporting those 
Soldiers no matter where they go, 
are their families.

“The strength of our Soldiers is 
our families,” he said, calling out 
as an example Charlene Cross, 
who had earlier stood on the stage 
and provided a tribute to fallen 
Soldiers. Among those fallen Sol-
diers was her own son.

“That is what we are about,” 
Odierno said. “Those that sup-
port us, no matter what, who 
are always there for us. Who are 
there to do whatever is necessary 
because they love their Soldiers. 
And they are willing to support 
them no matter what we ask them 
to do. That is what makes us so 
strong. That is what enables us to 
do the things that we are asked to 
do.”

Not forgetting the historical 
signiicance of 240 years of Army 

history, Odierno inally called at-
tention to Soldiers that came be-
fore: all those who have served 
since the Army was irst created 
in 1775.

“What really makes us ‘Army 
Strong,’ are the millions of men 
and women who came before us,” 
he said. “We stand on their shoul-
ders every single day because of 
what they gave us in this nation: a 
nation of freedom, a nation of lib-
erties like no other. It is because 
of their sacriice and your sacri-
ice that we are able to continue 
to enjoy it.”

Odierno retires in August from 
the Army and when he does, he’ll 
have served over 39 years in the 
Army. He was commissioned as a 
second lieutenant in June 1976.

Great Soldiers
While Odierno and McHugh 

cited history, the Army’s senior-
most enlisted Soldier called out 
some of the greatest Soldiers in 
America’s Army today.

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel 
A. Dailey asked several Soldiers 
attending the ball to stand, and to 
be recognized by other Army Ball 
guests. Included were:

Sgt. 1st Class Matthew Car-• 
penter, the 2014 U.S. Army 

NCO of the Year;
Sgt. Thomas Boyd, the 2014 • 
U.S. Army Soldier of the 
Year;
Staff Sgt. Jonathan Miller, • 
2014 Drill Sergeant of the 
Year;
Sgt. 1st Class Thomas Rus-• 
sell, 2014 AIT Platoon Ser-
geant of the Year;
Sgt. 1st Class Jeremy Lem-• 
ma, 2015 Best Ranger Com-
petition winner; and
Sgt. 1st Class Timothy Briggs, • 
2015 Best Ranger Competi-
tion winner.

Briggs, Dailey said, is a two-
time winner of the Best Ranger 
Competition. He also earned that 
title in 2013.

“We have an Army that is full of 
great Soldiers,” Dailey said. “And 
we have hundreds of thousands of 
dedicated, resilient, ready, volun-
teer Soldiers in our active, Re-
serve and Guard ranks, who live, 
eat and breathe the Army profes-
sion, day in and day out.

“For over 240 years, Soldiers 
have advanced our cause and 
they have prevailed,” Dailey said. 
“That legacy continues through 
the service and sacriice of great 
Soldiers, families and civilians in 
our Army today.”
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. STEVE CORTEZ

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno, Secretary of the Army John M. McHugh and Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel A. Dailey cut 
the Army Birthday cake during the 2015 Army Ball in Washington, D.C., June 13.

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service
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WASHINGTON – Senior 
Army leaders capped off 
a week of Army birthday 
events by placing a wreath 
of red, white and blue low-
ers in front of the Tomb of 
the Unknowns at Arlington 
National Cemetery June 
14.

Secretary of the Army 
John McHugh, Army Chief 
of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno 
and Sgt. Maj. of the Army 
Daniel Dailey presented the 
wreath.

When the American Rev-
olutionary War broke out in 
1775, the original 13 colo-
nies did not have a shared 
army, but instead, a collec-
tion of independent colonial 

militias.
The irst battles of that 

war were fought April 19, 
1775, in Middlesex County, 
Mass., by patriots of the 
Massachusetts militia. They 
were the Battles of Lexing-
ton and Concord, the irst 
hostilities between the colo-
nies and Great Britain.

Following the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord, 

and as British troops moved 
back across Massachusetts 
toward Boston, colonial 
militia from around New 
England began massing 
around that city. Within 
days, thousands of militia 
members under the leader-
ship of Artemas Ward of 
Massachusetts had Boston 
under siege.

By May 10, just weeks 
after hostilities began in 
Massachusetts, the Sec-
ond Continental Congress 
convened in Philadelphia. 
On the agenda: creating a 
common army to defend 
the colonies.

A month later, on June 
14, the Congress approved 
the creation of that army, 
the Continental Army. The 
new force was made of 
those militiamen already 
gathered outside Boston, 
some 22,000 of them, plus 
approximately 5,000 in 
New York.

The following day, June 
15, the Congress named 
Virginian, George Wash-
ington as commander-in-
chief of the Continental 
Army, and named Ward 
his second in command the 
following day.

The Congress also re-
solved to form a committee 
“to bring in a draft of rules 
and regulations for the 
government of the Army,” 
and voted $2 million to 
support the forces around 

Boston and those in New 
York City.

Congress authorized the 
formation of 10 companies 
of expert rilemen from 
Pennsylvania, Maryland 
and Virginia, which were 

directed to march to Boston 
to support the New England 
militia. These were the irst 
troops Congress agreed to 
pay from its own funds, and 
the units later became the 
1st Continental Regiment.

Army News Service
Staff Report
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The Army culminated its 240th birthday week June 14 at Arlington National Cemetery where Secretary 
of the Army John McHugh, Army Chief of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno and Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel 
Dailey placed a wreath at the tomb on the day of the Army’s birth, June 14, 1775.

At 240 years, America’s Army ‘indispensable’

Wreath commemorates 240th Army birthday at Arlington



that this humble little thing called 
the ‘whirly bird’ was so instru-
mental in saving lives, they ap-
propriated money for research 
and development for a new medi-
cal evacuation helicopter,” said 
Mitchell. “That would be the 
Huey.”

Since its induction into the 
Army in 1955, the Huey has seen 
service through the Vietnam War, 
the Gulf War and recent conlicts, 
and thousands of UH-1 helicop-
ters are still used in the civilian 
world today, he said.

“This helicopter basically 
changed the way the Army ights. 
Once the Army took receipt of this 
aircraft, it realized that this aircraft 
can do an awful lot more than just 
medical evacuations,” said Mitch-
ell. “All of the sudden, the aircraft 
became the jack of all trades. If 
you needed a medical evacuation 
helicopter, the Huey can do it. You 
need a troop transport? The Huey 
can do it. You need a gun ship to 
attack the enemy? The Huey can 
do it. The Huey did everything on 
the battleield.”

And it was all made possible 
with the construction of the XH-
40 prototype, which Mitchell calls 
the “granddaddy of all UH-1 heli-
copters.”

“This is the very irst prototype 
– it’s marked on the tail with a 
No. 1,” he said. “At this point in 
history, it feels good to know that 
the people who preceded me had 

the foresight and knowledge and 
wisdom to save this example and 
put it in storage so that one day we 
could restore it for people to see. 
This is a big deal.”

During the refurbishing of the 
aircraft, the aircraft will be as-
sessed for condition issues, then 

be disassembled and stripped of 
all the paint and coatings. The air-
craft will then have any structural 
or supericial defects repaired be-
fore the process of reassembling 
the aircraft begins. 

The Army and Fort Rucker un-
dertakes endeavors to preserve 

these aircraft in an effort to teach 
future generations where we come 
from and see how far we’ve come, 
said Mitchell.

“Work like this occurs regularly 
to preserve these aircraft, but it’s 
all based off of donations received 
through our foundation,” he said. 

“Through those donations, we’re 
able to tell the story of Army his-
tory in the museum.

The restoration of the aircraft 
will take about a year, and upon 
completion will see its way back 
into the U.S. Army Aviation Mu-
seum to be put on display.

ARMYFLIER.COM ฀❘฀฀JUNE 18, 2015  ★฀฀A5

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety
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Workers prepare to load the last remaining XH-40 prototype helicopter, a precursor to the UH-1 Huey, onto a truck for transport Monday, as they prepare it for restoration 
before it takes its place in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum in about a year.
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Continued from Page A1

Commissary: Facility features increased stock, checkouts

Glory: Display leaves historical roadmap for future generations
Continued from Page A1

Families: Campaign helps employees 

give back to families in need
Continued from Page A1

“The warehouse in the old commissary is almost 
33,000 square feet of storage space. The one at the new 
commissary is just over 11,000 square feet, which allows 
for almost double the sales loor space in the front of the 
store,” said the store director. “We’re able to do that by 
having items delivered six days a week to the new store 
as opposed to two days a week in the old store.”

Since the warehouse is smaller, it won’t be available 
for use as a storage facility, but rather a drop off point 
when goods are delivered to restock the store on a more 
frequent, as-needed basis, Ward said.

That larger sales loor will feature extensive produce, 
meat, frozen, chilled and grocery departments, as well 

as an international delicatessen and bakery with a sand-
wich bar, a sushi-to-go area and rotisserie chicken. The 
deli is now currently reopened in the current commis-
sary, and the sushi-to-go area will reopen in the current 
commissary Monday, he added.

The new facility will feature a stock assortment of 
18,000 items. There will be 13 regular checkouts and 
four self-checkout stations to handle the more than 
45,000 customer transactions, and serve the 30,000-plus 
authorized shoppers that visit the commissary every 
month, according to Ward.

With the layout of the new store and the installation 
of dozens of skylights, he said there is room for sub-
stantial savings in electrical cost, as well as many other 
sustainable and energy-saving design features that were 

incorporated into the new building.
Some of those features include low-maintenance, pol-

ished concrete looring; high-eficiency heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning systems; enhanced freezer and 
cooler insulation; non-ozone-depleting refrigerants; wa-
ter-saving plumbing ixtures; automatic exterior light-
ing controls; energy-eficient interior lighting ixtures; 
Energy Star-rated equipment; energy-conserving night 
curtains on open display cases; refrigeration monitor-
ing and control system; and adhesives, sealants, paints 
and coatings made with compliant, low-volatile organic 
compounds.

With all of these improvements, Ward said shoppers 
are in for a treat when the doors to the new facility 
open.

the drop-off point. “
Food items needed for the campaign in-

clude:
Canned vegetables —•	  low sodium, no 
salt;
Canned fruits —•	  in light syrup or its 
own juices;
Canned proteins —•	  tuna, salmon, 
chicken, peanut butter and beans;
Soups — •	 beef stew, chili, chicken 
noodle, turkey or rice;
Condiments — •	 tomato-based sauces, 
light soy sauce, ketchup, mustard, sal-
ad dressing or oils;
Snacks — •	 individually packed snacks, 
crackers, trail mix, dried fruit, granola 
and cereal bars, pretzels and sandwich 
crackers;
Multigrain cereal;• 
100 percent juice —•	  all sizes, includ-
ing juice boxes; and
Grains — •	 brown and white rice, oat-
meal, bulgur, quinoa, couscous, pasta, 
and macaroni and cheese.

The commissary partnership also pro-
vides another convenient method for deliv-
ering the food to families in need, said Jess 
Lira, assistant commissary oficer.

“Once we receive all of the donations, 
since we are closed on Monday, we bag 
everything up on Monday,” he said. “We 
weigh each bag and price it. We contact the 
Wiregrass Area United Way Food Bank, 
who is taking care of us, and they pick it 
up on Tuesdays. They pick up the bagged 

donations and make them available to fam-
ilies in need.”

According to Lira, each bag contains a 
well-rounded and healthy meal for a fam-
ily.

“The program’s guidelines call for cer-
tain types of foods to be included in each 
bag,” he said. “The guidelines ensure each 
family who receives a bag is given a nutri-
tious meal.”

Burden said the Wiregrass Area United 
Way Food Bank serves all the surrounding 
communities and provides the best pos-
sible positive impact.

“The Wiregrass Area United Way Food 
Bank is a great partner for this effort,” he 
said. “They provide essential foods at low 
cost for families in need.

“It’s about taking care of families,” he 
added. “It’s really a payback to everyone 
who supports the military in our area and 
is in need of food.”

Since the campaign began in 2009, fed-
eral workers have donated and collected 
nearly 39 million pounds of food and other 
non-perishable items to support families 
across America, according to Burden. 
More than 85 percent of federal workers 
live and work outside the Washington D.C. 
area, so the program helps communities 
in every state. In 2013, employees col-
lected nearly 9 million pounds of food. In 
2014, federal employees donated a total of 
14,849,380 lbs.

For more information, call 255-
9631 or visit http://www.usda.gov/
fedsfeedfamilies.
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POOL & SHOP
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JUST LISTED ~ NEW CONSTRUCTIONS FOR $154,000

NEW LISTING ~ 4-PLEX ~ $105,000

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

806 Mill
$15,900: Situated on a shady corner lot, this
frame home features a great front porch
across the entire front of the house with a
ramp. 2-car carport with side entry door to
bonus room & a step down to the laundry room. Detached
workshop/shed. Great property for remodeling with the
windows already replaced & the kitchen has a nice double sink
& dishwasher. Bring your imagination & make this your home.
EVELYN HITCH 406-3436 MLS #20150983

1917 East McKinnon
New Brockton
$130,000: Nice brick home updated 3BR/1BA
with guest house 768± SF, 2BR/1BA. Great for
mother-in -law, grown children or renter. Storm
shelter & several storage buildings. Convenient
to New Brockton or Enterprise.
JACKIE THOMPSON 406-1231 &
TERRI AVERETT 406-2072 MLS #20150993

232 Candlewick ~ Ozark
$110,500: Property is priced to sell. Make
this corner lot your next home. Plenty of room
in the fenced yard for children to play or for
your favorite pet to roam. You will enjoy the
spacious kitchen with bar adjoining dining area.
Bay window overlooks backyard. Bedrooms are
split & home is a comfortable size. Conveniently
located. MARY M. JONES 790-2933 & AGNES
KARVONEN 406-9752 MLS #20150953

406 North Erin
$59,900: Great starter home, investment
property, or flipper. Hardwood floors & lots of
personality to make your own. Home has had
minor updates, but is ready for someone to make
it a showcase. Has an extra room upstairs for
storage or play area. Great location, walking
distance to downtown. House sits on 2 lots,
70x210 ea. NANCY CAFIERO 389-1758 &
BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534 MLS #20150966

274 Hannah
$177,800: Very nice traditional home with convenient
floor plan, tile floors, fabulous kitchen with large
separate bar, double deep sinks, stainless steel,
black trim appliances, separate formal dining room
as well as breakfast area overlooking the gorgeous
pool. Double marble sinks in master bath with jacuzzi
tub & much more. Must see all you will get with this
fantastic price. NANCY CAFIERO 389-1758 & BOB
KUYKENDALL 369-8534 MLS #20150978

129 Deer Run Strut
$127,000: Contemporary home across the road
of Lake Gateway. Spacious open floor plan with lot
of storage spaces, large front yard with circular
driveway. Gorgeous & huge wooded backyard
that feels like in the country. Large laundry room
with cabinets & storage area. Very light & bright
inside, lots of windows. Wood burning fireplace.
NANCY CAFIERO 389-1758 & BOB KUYKENDALL
369-8534 MLS #20151003

1252 County Road 721
$259,500: The best of both worlds as you enjoy
the beauty of the country in city-style comfort
in this sparkling 4BR/2BA traditional home on 3
well maintained acres. Home features a delightful
eat-in kitchen with stainless appliances, breakfast
room, formal dining, large open family room with
fireplace, split bedrooms with large master, large laundry room
& 2-car garage. Schedule your appointment today to see all this
property has to offer -- room to park your RV..kids to play..plant a
garden. JUDY DUNN 301-5656 MLS #20150984

211 Savannah
$178,500: Move into this home right away!
This home boasts of all the extras...granite
countertops throughout, wood floors, extra built-
in cabinets in hallway, stainless steel appliances,
tray ceilings, ceiling fans, tankless continuous flow gas water
heater, sprinkler system, surround sound & so much more! Kitchen
opens to living area so you don’t miss a thing. Extra seating at bar
w/bar stools. Fenced in backyard...shadowbox fencing. Sidewalks
in neighborhood & charming street lights. “Darling” fits this home.
SHAWN REEVES 475-6405 MLS #20150985

115 Radio
$9,000: Nice secluded lot close to
shopping, highways & downtown!
CHRIS ROGERS 406-0726
MLS #20150963

303 Richland
$109,900: Only few minutes from Ft
Rucker, this nice ranch features 3BR/3BA,
beautiful in-ground pool with a brand
new cleaning system. Big living space for
entertainment. Fenced backyard with room
for all kind of outside activities. NANCY
CAFIERO 389-1758 & BOB KUYKENDALL
369-8534 MLS #20150855

568 Rolling Hills ~ Ozark
$149,900: Country living in the city - BRING THE HORSES.

2.8± acres with a 3BR/ 2BA brick & stone Home. New

metal roof installed in 2014. New A/C installed 2014. Also

has 2 rooms that are attached to the garage that could be

used as a separate living area (in-law suite) has a separate

entrance, sink (water available but not attached) & wall

heating & cooling units. Also there is an insulated metal

building that has a separate electric meter & a loading

dock. Would make a great work shop. BOB KUYKENDALL
369-8534 & ROBIN FOY 389-4410 MLS #20150913

County Road 514 ~ Elba
$80,000: Looking for land to build your
dream home? And have room for horses
& cattle? Here is 20± acres that would
be great. Country living but close to
Enterprise. MARLA BELLARD 464-1149
MLS #20150905
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CONROE, Texas — Soldiers are used 
to change. As a lexible ighting force, 
there are moments that even the horse that 
a Soldier rides into combat on evolves. 

The aircrews and maintenance Soldiers 
of the 1st Battalion, 158th Aviation Regi-
ment “Ghost Riders,” along with the sup-
port of Soldiers from the 90th Aviation 
Support Battalion, conducted an AH-64 
Apache gunnery range at North Fort Hood 
June 1-7 – one of the organization’s inal 
Apache gunnery ranges prior to transition-
ing to the UH-60 Black Hawk in 2016. 

While the Apache will be missed and 
there are challenges ahead, the pilots of 

the 1-158th Avn. Regt. are looking for-
ward to getting to know the Black Hawk. 
In fact, they see the Black Hawk as a great 
opportunity for the organization.

“The Apache is the sports car of the 
Aviation world. Whenever you give up 
the sports car for the sports utility vehicle, 
there will be some slight challenges, but 
the biggest thing I see for the unit is the in-
crease in lift capability,” according to Maj. 
Derrick Hart, 1-158th executive oficer. 

While the Apache allowed the unit to 
bring more irepower to the battleield, 
the transition to the Black Hawk will al-
low the organization to give back to fel-
low Texans.

SEE APACHE, PAGE B4

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea — 
It was dark and the air was thick in the 
Republic of Korea. The grass had grown 
as tall as the Soldiers standing in it as 
they pushed forward through the trees and 
wildlife. 

“Contact, contact!” one of the Soldiers 
said. 

Immediately the squad dropped down 
and began suppressing ire. Directions 
were yelled by the squad leader, and the 
Soldiers reacted without hesitation. They 
bounded forward on line and in sync. 

Shots were ired and the enemy was 
eliminated.

The Soldiers from Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 
2nd Aviation Regiment, 2nd Combat Avi-
ation Brigade participated in a squad exer-
cise evaluation June 4-5 at a training area 
near Camp Humphreys. The evaluation 
included events such as personnel recov-
ery, weapons assembly, combat life-saver 
training, reacting to contact and radio fa-
miliarization, to name a few.

Staff Sgt. Jonathan Brungerwood, the 
career counselor for the HHC, 2-2nd Avn. 
Regt. and trainer for the react-to-contact 
portion of the exercise, said the Soldiers 
had trained for the past four weeks culmi-
nating with this inal evaluation. The Sol-
diers participating ranged from privates to 

Trainees in West Point Air Assault Course 15-2 participate in the hands-on portion of the sling load operations phase June 6. During this phase, students learn how to rig equipment onto rotary aircraft with a sling, 
an operation that generally requires the loading Soldier to hook a tether to the underbelly of a helicopter hovering just a few feet above the ground. The Air Assault mobile training course is taught by instructors 
from the Sabalauski Air Assault School, Fort Campbell, Ky., and runs in four iterations throughout the summer.

PHOTO BY SGT. 1ST CLASS JEREMY BUNKLEY 

EAGLE EYE

WASHINGTON — Soldiers have put 
the MQ-1C Gray Eagle unmanned aircraft 
system through its paces this month using 
advanced ground controls.

The exercise, conducted at the National 
Training Center on Fort Irwin, California, 
involved the One System Remote Video 
Terminal, which allows Soldiers to take 
control of the Gray Eagle payload, said 
Col. Thomas von Eschenbach, U.S. Army 
Training and Doctrine Command capabil-
ity manager for UAS.

The testing was conducted by Soldiers of 
F Company, 1st Battalion, 227th Aviation 
Regiment based out of Fort Hood, Texas. It 
involved the UAS level of Interoperability 
3, which means Soldiers can take control 
of the payload, von Eschenbach said. None 
of the testing, however, involved manned-
unmanned teaming, which often involves 
UAS and Apache helicopters.

The colonel and others spoke from Ed-
wards Air Force Base, California, during a 
media roundtable June 9. Edwards was the 
site where the Gray Eagles launched to the 
training area on NTC.

The exercise did not just beneit the Fort 
Hood Soldiers from a training perspective. 

Since OSRVT is a program of record, it 

needed to undergo what is known as an ini-
tial test and evaluation to show the system 
is robust and reliable, said Col. Courtney 
Cote, project manager, UAS. That testing 
was conducted during the training rota-
tion.

To guarantee the results are valid, an in-
dependent test organization is conducting 
the analysis, said Cote, adding that results 
of the test will likely be forthcoming to-
ward the end of this year.

The OSRVT itself is portable and con-

sists of a radio transceiver, laptop, anten-
nas and software, which allow it to com-
municate to the UAS and, in turn, receive 
video and other data, Cote said.

The testing was “very demanding,” and 
the Soldiers from F Co., 1-227th Avn. 
Regt. were pitted against a tough opposing 
force that’s as close to real combat as train-
ing can get, said von Eschenbach. 

Another important aspect of the test and 
the training that took place, Cote said, was 
that Soldiers did the majority of the main-

tenance required for the OSRVT and for 
the Gray Eagle itself. 

In the past, the Army was over-reliant on 
contractors to do that work, he said.

The Army is still in the process of ield-
ing Gray Eagle units, Cote said. By the end 
of this year, the ninth unit will have been 
ielded. The end of the ielding to brigade 
combat teams will occur in 2018, with a 
total of 15 units having been ielded by that 
time, Cote said, explaining that one unit 
consists of 12 Gray Eagles.

The Gray Eagle, OSRVT and other ac-
couterments are on track programmati-
cally, he said.

Regarding the operational testing, Cote 
said, “we owe it to every Soldier to en-
sure it does what it’s intended to do and 
is the very best – this is not the end state. 
[Rather], it’s another stepping stone on the 
path.”

“The Gray Eagle is not just about ma-
terial solutions, it’s also about concepts, 
doctrine, training and how the Army is 
organized to integrate this capability,” 
von Eschenbach said. “We’ve made great 
strides in the last 10 years (when Gray Ea-
gle was irst developed), but we’ve got a 
lot more to go to make unmanned systems 
on par with manned Aviation systems and 
to get the most out of their capability.”

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Stryker brigade tests Gray Eagle’s advanced communications gear

SLING IN’

An MQ-1C Gray Eagle UAS makes its way down an airfield at Camp Taji, Iraq, before a surveillance 
mission in the Baghdad area in this undated file photo.

ARMY PHOTO

By Capt. David Dunn
11th Aviation Command

An AH-64 Apache sits on the flightline on North Fort Hood, Texas, June 3 during a 1st Battalion, 158th 
Aviation Regiment “Ghost Riders” gunnery.

PHOTO BY CAPT. DAVID DUNN

Ghost Riders conduct Apache range 

Gunnery

A UH-60 Black Hawk from the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Aviation Regiment, 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade 
prepares to land June 5 at a training area in the Republic of Korea. 

PHOTO BY SGT. JESSE SMITH

By Sgt. Jesse Smith
2nd Combat Aviation Brigade
Public Affairs

Soldiers participate in 
squad evaluation exercise

SEE EVALUATION, PAGE B4
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ADULT CARE

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADULT SERVICES

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

YARD & ESTATE SALES

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE

SEEDS & PLANTS

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
EDUCATION,TRAINING & LIBRARY

PROTECTIVE SERVICE

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

Are You Looking for Home Health Care?
I Have Local reference. Background check.
Valid Florida DL. 15 years experience.

Will relocate up to 4 days. Call 850-593-0007

CASINO CHARTERS
Have FunBILOXI, MS Win Big
ATMORE, AL

ûSpecial Rates for Groups of 10-14 û
$$$$ EVERY FRIDAY Night
Depart Dothan, AL 6:00PM Fri.
Return Dothan, AL 12:00 PM Sat.

r Come and Join Us
334-405-2060

HURRY! Seats won’t last long.

Daylilies For Sale
3293 S. Rocky Creek Rd.

Ashford
Call 334-714-1039 or 334-714-4386
Equipment for Sale!!!

∂ Seike-XL Lathe $3500
∂ 4000lbs Baker Forklift $1000

∂ 5 ton Bridge Crane
with Tract & I-Beams $35,000
Call 334-718-4850

House Cleaning Reliable Service.
Within 10 miles of Dothan area,
I have 2 openings. For Free Estimate!
r Call: 334-702-8560 Please leave message

Professional Piano & Organ Teacher
I teach private piano and organ lessons in my
home in the Highlands. 30 years experience
teaching private lessons and in schools.

Great Gift For All Ages! 334-446-4226

Huge Estate Sale 1635 Joe Bruer Rd.
"Daleville" Thur. Fri. & Sat.
June 18th - 20th (8am-2pm)
Household, Barn & More!

www.wiregrassestatesales.com

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Wells Lawn Mower
Taylor, AL.
334-702-9566

We Buy Sale & Trade Lawn
Mowers dailey.

We have a good stock of used mowers.
Call for prices.

See or call: Matthew Ott
our Service Manager for your repair needs.

We sell used parts also.

Digital Account
Executive

BH MEDIA GROUP IS LOOKING FOR A DIGITAL ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE in our Dothan, Alabama,
office that will be the main liaison between digital agency clients and all internal teams to
ensure flawless delivery and management of our custom digital agency solutions.

• The ideal Digital Account Executive will establish, maintain and grow long-term client
relationships and manage all aspects of complex, integrated digital marketing programs.

• This position’s consultative and analytical approach to business will be crucial as you
work with clients and other sales executives to identify clear digital marketing strategies
and determine the best product mix/strategic approach to leverage in meeting/exceeding
expectations. As the primary point of contact for our digital agency accounts, this position
will be instrumental in shaping strategy, monitoring performance and identifying
opportunities to generate additional revenue and drive new business growth.

• An ideal candidate will have excellent sales and closing skills both on phone and in person.
We are looking for applicants with a fierce work ethic, excellent communication skills and
understanding of digital marketing solutions. The ideal candidate will possess a Bachelor’s
degree in a related field and 1-2 years experience in digital marketing and sales; however,
exceptional candidates with equitable experiences that would prepare them for this role
are encouraged to apply.

• BH Media Group provides formal training, resources, and a support team to help you
succeed. Laptop, mileage reimbursement, medical/dental benefits, 401K, paid holidays
and vacation. Compensation consists of a base salary plus monthly performance-based
commissions.

EOE/M/F/D/V Drug and background screening required.

You may apply online at www.bhmginc.com

APLIN
FARMS

Tomatoes, Peaches
Okra, Squash,

Sweet Corn, Pink Eye &
White Peas

r Open Mon - Sat. ( 8 am - 5 pm )
Hwy 52 West to

2729 N. Co. Rd 49 N. Or 334-792-6362
(We accept S.N.A.P.)

CreekWater Blueberry Farms
U-Pick $8. Gallon

334-406-4405 or 334-588-2708
Hartford - 2 mi. from 4-way stop
3354 E. Co. Rd. 16 Follow Signs

Hendrix Farm Produce
Slocomb Tomatoes
Hwy. 52 Slocomb

r 334-726-7646 q

Julian Aplin
U-pick
Tomatoes
Ready Now

r 334-792-4775 q

Naturally Grown Blueberries
U-Pick or I-Pick or We-Pick
334-714-4703 Located 52 W

3.3 mi. from circle turn (R) Look for signs.
All you can eat while picking in the field

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Vine Ripe Tomatoes & Greens
Plenty fresh Veg’s & Fruit
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
r 334-793-6690
Serving the Community for

25+ years
Now Open Jackson Farms
Grand Ridge, Florida

U-Pick Tomatoes & Peppers
Bring your own bucket! 7 days a week.

r 850-592-5579 q

SNELL FARMS
Ozark @ 2652 Hwy 231 S.

Shelled Peas & Butterbeans $22 Hamper
∂ Sweet Corn ∂ Okra ∂ Tomatoes
∂ Cucumber ∂ Squash ∂ Bell Peppers

∂Watermelons
Call 334-733-8289 We accept EBT.
snellfarms33@gmail.com

O U-Pick Blueberries $7. per gallon
3 Clean Acres Big Bushes and Big Berries
Hwy 52 between Samson & Geneva at
caution light turn (S) on Co. Rd. 65

r Follow Signs Haynes Berry Patch
Call 334-684-2706

U Pick or We Pick
Tomatoes
James Bedsole

334-886-2291 or 334-726-5895
CLOSED ON SUNDAY

U PICK PEAS
721 Whitaker Rd.,
Ashford, AL.

Call (334)791-4992

BIG TREES
12 ft.tall 30 gal.
$49.95 ea.
Live Oaks and
Crepe Myrtle
334-692-3695

Buying Pine / Hardwood in your area.
No tract too small / Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

± DEAN OF INSTRUCTION
The Dean of Instruction is responsible for the
overall delivery of instructional services. The
Dean of Instruction provides leadership,

management and supervision in the planning,
development, implementation and evaluation
of the College’s instructional and workforce
development initiatives. Supervises all faculty
and instructional staff and serves as the
College’s chief instructional officer.

For more information visit our website at
www.escc.edu.

Human Resources, ESCC, PO Box 1300,
Enterprise, AL 36331, (334) 347-2623

Enterprise State Community College is an EOE

FT Registered EMT Needed in
Enterprise/Jack area

Pay $12.36/hr. GED/Diploma required
Must have valid Driver’s License,

Pass drug screen & background checks.

Apply online: www.dsisecurity.com
Select Dothan Branch.

EEO/M/F/V/H, Drug Free Employer.

Look ahead to your
future! Start training
for a new career in
Medical Assisting,
Pharmacy Technology,
& HVAC!

Call Fortis College 855-445-3276
For consumer info: visit www.fortis.edu

2013 Bennington 22SFX Pontoon Boat 115hp Ya-
maha outboard motor; motor only has 24 hours
on it! Dual axle galvanized trailer. Boat is in
"like new" condition, has been covered and
kept under a barn since purchased new!
Asking only payoff of around $27,000 more or
less. Serious inquiries ONLY! Call 334-379-0880,
leave message.

MUST SELL! for health reason .
80 Boston Whaler Revenge, 94 Mercury 200,
Also comes with Tandem trailer , $10,000 OBO
Call Ken 229-334-5723.

Keystone 2005 Hornet: 22
Feet, Sleeps 6, rear slideout
$5,499 334-726-7476

Coachman 2005 Freelander , low mileage, 29ft
Class C, 1 owner, 2 slide-outs, like new, serious
buyers only. $30,500 Call 334-699-6169

Coachman 2012 Mirada , 8200 miles, 32 ft. with
2 slides, all leather, electric awning, large
amount basement space, under protective
awning. $60,000. Call 334-701-4730 after 5PM

FINAL PRICE REDUCTION!!
37 Ft. Class A 1999 Dolphin
motor home with low mile-
age and in great condi-
tion. Has 2 slide outs.
Senior owned. $21,000

Call 334-655-8462 or 334-655-8461

Winnebago 2014 Vista
26HE, V10 gas, 1-slide,
hyd-jacks, 19 ft. electric
awning, rear camera, HD
TV, leather, many extras.

5900 miles, MSRP $87,914.
Will sell for $63,500 334-797-0324

Chevrolet 1987 Silverado ,
95k original miles, AC,
loaded, new 350 GM fuel
injector engine, all
original and very clean.

$11,500 OBO Call: 334-232-4371

Buick 2005 Lasabre , 4-door 158,00 miles,
clean & good condition. $2500.
Call 334-493-1248 or 334-764-2268

Cadillac 2001 SLS 32V Northstar , silver in color,
good condition, good tires, 4-door, 99,500
miles, $4500. 850-526-2065.

Chevorlet Corvette 1987 Convertible , collector
classic, gold in color, tan convertible top,
saddle leather interior, AC, all power,
86K actual miles, no rain, no smoke, garage
kept $24,000. 334-470-6482.

Chevrolet 2011 Camaro 2SS:
MUST SEE!! Rally Yellow
with black leather, 6.2 liter,
automatic with paddle
shifter, sunroof, gauge
package, Brand new Pirelli
tires. One Owner, Clean

Carfax. Miles only 30,000. $26,500. Call Scott for
more information 334-685-1070.

Cadillac 2002 Deville:
White Diamond Tri Coat/
Cashmere leather, new
Michelin tires, non smoker,
Miles only 89,000. $5,500
Call Scott for more
information 334-685-1070.

Ford 2003 Taurus extremely nice, low mile, new
tires & brakes, dealership maintained, will
consider trading for nice truck. $4400. FIRM
334-774-3582.

Ford 2007 Focus SES , 4 cylinder, automatic,
power windows, locks & mirror, CD, alloy
wheels, Bahama Blue, 96,000 miles, runs great,
$5,450 or best offer. 334-797-7420

Lexus 2005 LS 430: Silver/
Gray Leather, heated/
cool seat, sunroof, rear
sunshade. Dr. Owned, non
smoker, Clean Carfax. Miles
134,000. $14,000 Call Scott
for more info. 334-685-1070.

Nissan 2013 Maxima S , black with black interi-
or, sun roof, like new, 42K miles, $17,500 OBO.
Call 850-263-4563

Nissan 2014 Altima, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down, $279 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0028.

Pontiac 2001 Grand Prix , V-6, automatic, all
power, alloy wheels, cold AC, runs good, $1,900
or best offer. 334-797-7420

Pontiac 2003 Bonneville fully electric,
keyless entry, cloth interior, AC, excellent
condition $3500. 334-671-0435.

RIDE TODAY!! * $0 DOWN *
Got Bad Credit?

Pass, REPO, BK’S, SSI & VA OK
r Call Steve 334-803-9550
* More Information *

Volkswagen 2007 Jetta Wolfsburg, silver with
leather interior, alloy wheels, heated seats,
power sunroof, 4 door, 5 cylinder, cold AC,
excellent condition , 850-272-5286.

Volkswagen 2014 Jetta , black with black cloth
interior, automatic, 23,400 miles, 23 city & 34
highway MPG with regular gas, still under
manufacturer warranty, no accidents. (Next oil
change 31,000 miles & Free Almost Full tank of
gas.) Purchase Price $16,999. Call Scott 334-
350-0988.

2005 Honda Goldwing
GL1800 - Touring Edition,
65,962 miles, Excellent
cosmetic condition. In
mint mechanical cond.

Specially badged, 30th Anniversary edition,
No dents or dings, garaged kept, No road rash,
85% tire tread, $11,500 OBO. Call 334-790-3692

Looking for reliable, trustworthy person with
references for adult care. 2 hours per day in
Enterprise. Fix lunch meal and light house
keeping. Call 334-393-8887 to set up interview.

Southern Cross Air Services. LLC
AIRCRAFT RENTALS

Allan Olson President

C-172, $100. - HR, Wet
2932 Ross Clk Cr. PMB 297 Dothan AL 36301

Cell: 305-849-1569
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TRANSPORTATION

MOTORCYCLES

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

Searching for a Big Deal?
We’ve got you covered at

TheBigDDeal.com

Classifieds
have

what you are
looking for.

üû 2011 ûü
Harley Davidson
Superglide Custom,
factory original, garage
kept. fog lights, wind-
shield, back rest,

luggage rack, mint condition, 12K miles,
original owner. $12,500 Call 334-598-0061 q

BMW 2002 K1200RS:
K1200RS, 38616
miles, 160HP, 6 Speed
Transmission, Cruise
Control, Factory Saddle
Bags. Bike has been well
maintained and is in

excellent condition. $4500 or BRO 334-793-1884

Harley Davidson Sportster
2006 XL1200R
racing orange, Vance &
Hines - short shots,
Mustang saddle. 15K
miles, mint condition
$5,900. 334-790-4781
Suzuki 2004 V-Strom DL650:
Michelin tires front & rear,
new chain and sprockets,
custom seat and HID
and LED ground effects
lighting. Adult owned and
maintained. Never wrecked.

$3800 334-435-0459

Dodge 1995 Ram 2500.
Automatic transmission,
Cummins Diesel, runs
good, new brakes front &
rear, white in color $3,900.

For more details call 334-894-2315.

Ford 350 2006 Super Duty Power Stroke , turbo
diesel, V-8, black in color, 85,900 miles, crew
cab, fully loaded, with tool box, towing pack-
age, fifth wheel trailer hitch, Michelin tires,
asking $20,000 334-687-0513.
Isuzu 2007 NF4: This is a box bodied truck with
lift gate. Body is 20ft long. Has new batteries
and front tires are new. Was used as a Sara Lee
delivery truck. Has diesel motor and has 197,300
miles. Has been serviced on regular basis.
$16,000.00 OBO 850-373-8605

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

Wanted to buy Junk Cars,
Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953

We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !
334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714



“I’m also excited because liv-
ing in a hurricane zone, the po-
tential for helping out the popu-
lation with search and rescue or 
bring supplies like food or water 
to areas devastated by a hurri-
cane. That is an advantage of the 
Black Hawk versus the Apache,” 
said Hart.

With the great opportunity the 
Black Hawk brings, there will 
also be challenges that Soldiers 
of the 1-158th face with new jobs 
for maintenance personnel, crew 
chiefs receiving light physicals 
and pilots learning to ly a new 
airframe.

“There will be some dificul-
ties, but they will be shortly 
overcome by constant practice, 
bringing in subject matter ex-
perts and adding the experience 
of those leaving active duty to 
join our team,” says Capt. Chris 
White, operations oficer with 
the 1-158th . 

Hart and White both agree that 
the organization will see more 
unit cohesion as Soldiers will 

be able to ly along with pilots. 
It also provides an opportunity 
for face-to-face interaction with 
ground troops.

“Being an ex-infantry guy, I am 
looking forward to going back to 
my roots. I grew up doing para-
chute drops, fast roping, repelling 
– those kinds of operations where 
you have more face-to-face con-
tact with the ground unit,” says 
Hart. 

The gunnery range is the exer-
cise that allows commanders to 
validate their crews and Soldiers 
to train on equipment that they 
normally don’t get a chance to 
interact with back at their home 
station. This particular gunnery 
range allows for pilots that have 
lown the Apache for their entire 
careers to have one last opportu-
nity to engage targets in an attack 
helicopter. 

“The gunnery exercise has been 
a great way for us to validate the 
hard work that has gone into this 
all year,” said CW3 Dave Dicks, 
an Apache pilot with Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Company, 
1-158th Avn. Regt.

senior NCOs and each one took something 
different away from the training.

“I have been in the Army for 15 years 
and training has changed a lot since I got 
in,” he said. “This is a good way for senior 
leaders to brush up on the new tactics and 
techniques.”

Sgt. Jonathan Gaddy, the communica-
tions team chief for the HHC, 2-2nd Avn. 
Regt., was another trainer during the exer-
cise. He helped familiarized the Soldiers 
with certain radio functions.

“These Soldiers will be evaluated on 
their ability to work the radios,” Gaddy 
said. “They might need to use them to call 
up a MedEvac or send in reports.”

Radio communications are an integral 
part of the 2nd CAB’s capabilities, Gaddy 
said. They want these skills to become 
second nature to the Soldiers on the battle-
ield.

“These guys need to be able to shoot, 
move and communicate at a moment’s no-
tice,” Gaddy said.

On the irst day of the exercise, the Sol-
diers completed several warrior tasks and 
drills in preparation for the following day 
of combat scenario lanes. The Soldiers 
were to be evaluated at the squad level on 
their ability to work as a team, he added.

Spc. Justin K. Smith, an Aviation opera-
tions clerk for the HHC, 2-2nd Avn. Regt., 
completed the squad exercise evaluation.

“Our team stuck together through it all,” 

he said. “We showed that we know the 
drills and we can perform them as squad. 
Being here in Korea, our team has to be 

ready to.” 
At the end of the second day, the teams 

were loaded into UH-60 Black Hawks and 

taken back to their unit. The evaluation 
was over, but the Soldiers will continue to 
train and improve, said Brungerwood.

B4  ★฀฀JUNE 18, 2015  ❘฀฀ARMYFLIER.COM

Continued from Page B1

Evaluation: Senior leaders brush up on new tactics

Continued from Page B1

Apache: Exercise success validates unit’s hard work, effectiveness

Soldiers from the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 2nd Aviation Regiment, 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade load onto a UH-60 Black 
Hawk on June 5 at a training area in the Republic of Korea. 

PHOTO BY SGT. JESSE SMITH

CONVERSION

FIXED WING
TRANSITION
COURSE

SkyWarrior Flight Training

Inc. is opening an office at

the Enterprise Municipal

Airport (KEDN). Course is

designed to bring the rotor

wing pilot all the way to a

multi-engine rating. After

that military pilots will be

able to enroll in Skywarrior’s

CTP/ATP course which

includes 10 hours of

simulator time with Delta

Global Services the training

arm of Delta Airlines.

A FREE
Thursday, June 25 th at 6PM
PoFolks 650 Boll Weevil CirEnterprise, Al 36330

Please RSVP
as there is limited space:

850-433-6115

SkyWarrior Flight Training, Inc.
867 Av฀at฀on Blv. Su฀te B • Enterpr฀se, AL 36330

*If you miss the meeting but

would like to learn more please

call us.

SKYWARRIOR

Dothan
2938 Ross Clark Circle

Fountain Plaza

334-699-8255

Enterprise
621 Boll Weev฀l C฀rcle • Ste. 22

Westgate Shopp฀ng Center
334-475-4580

HOURS
10am - 7pm

nnnnonnnnnnnn
En

621 Boll Weev฀l C฀rcle

m - 7p10am

Sgt. Robert Self, an AH-64 Armament Electrical Avionic Systems Repairer with D Co., 1-158th Avn. Regt., and Soldiers from the 90th 
Aviation Support Battalion load ammunition into an AH-64 Apache during a gunnery range at North Fort Hood, Texas, June 2. 

PHOTOS BY CAPT. DAVID DUNN

A 1-158th Aviation Regiment “Ghost Riders” AH-64 Apache flies during a gunnery at 
North Fort Hood, Texas, June 3.



Fort Rucker children were 
able to take a trip through time 
as they were transported through 
biblical times to learn about the 
Bible and faith in general.

The Fort Rucker Spiritual Life 
Center held its Vacation Bible 
School June 8 through Friday, 
and provided students an im-
mersive experience with hands-
on learning and interactive ac-
tivities to provide an experience 
they wouldn’t soon forget.

“We want to show children 
how faith can enrich their lives, 
so we zero in on all the things 
churches teach in common and 
not on denominational differ-
ences,” said Nancy Jankoski, 
Fort Rucker Religious Support 
Ofice director of religious edu-
cation.

Children were divided into 12 
different tribes, each represent-
ing one of the original tribes of 
Israel, and with their tribes they 
visited different stations that rep-
resented different points in bibli-
cal times. Although the program 
is Christian based, Jankoski said 
it doesn’t focus on any particular 

denomination.
The event featured a music 

shop, barber shop, beauty sa-
lon, an area for crafts, carpentry 
shop, a bakery, storytelling ses-
sions, Hebrew writing and even 
lessons from a Roman legion-
naire. There was even a petting 
zoo and inlatable slides for chil-
dren to play on.

In the music shop, children 
were able to learn about the in-
struments and music of biblical 
times, and even get their hand 
at playing some of the instru-
ments of the time. Children also 
got the opportunity to see some 
of the fashion and trends of the 
era in the beauty salon and bar-
ber shop, but it was the hands-
on experiences that had a lasting 
impression for many of the par-
ticipants.

“I’ve been here once before 
and it was a lot of fun, so I want-
ed to come again,” said Alissa 
Ortega, sixth grade student. “I 
really liked the animals. I liked 
feeding them and petting them. 
I’ve also learned a lot of songs 
about God, and a lot about the 
Bible. We also learned about the 
Roman soldiers, which I thought 
was a lot of fun.”

Ortega said she learned a little 
bit about Roman history, as well 
as how Roman soldiers lived, 
fought and came to faith.

Justin Howard, VBS volunteer 
clad in Roman armor, was there 
to mentor children and give them 
a glimpse of what life might have 
been like in biblical times.

“I teach them about what life 
was like back then, how they 
fought, how they lived and I try 
to answer any questions they have 
about it,” he said, adding that he 
even gives the children a chance 
to face each other in combat with 
toy swords and shields.

For many students, VBS is 
about mentorship and providing 
guidance, and Ryan Buchanan, 
VBS volunteer and ninth grader, 
said guidance is exactly what he 
wanted to provide.

“I decided to volunteer be-
cause I really enjoy helping kids, 
so I volunteer wherever I can,” 
he said. “My favorite part about 
this has been teaching the chil-
dren and helping them with the 
crafts.”

For their craft projects, children 
were allowed to make crowns to 
adorn their heads, complete with 
glitter and jewels.

The event capped off with 
a performance for parents and 
family members that involved 
singing and showcasing what 
they learned during their time at 
VBS. Then it was time to head 
outside to take advantage of the 
inlatable bounce houses and 
slides. 

Many children agreed that it 
wouldn’t be an experience they 
would likely forget any time 
soon.

“I’ll come back every year I 
can,” said Ortega. “I had a lot of 
fun and I want to do it all over 
again.”

Art can create a source of relaxation for artists and lo-
cal Soldiers have the opportunity to turn their creations 
into national recognition through the 2015 Army Arts 
and Crafts Contest. 

“It is a competition that can potentially provide na-
tional recognition for their work,” Joan Varner, Fort 
Rucker Arts and Crafts Center program manager, said. 
“It is deinitely great exposure for the artist.”

The contest, open for submissions through July 31, al-
lows entries in a variety of categories.

Ceramic art: •	 Inorganic and nonmetallic materials, 
which include items like tiles, plates, vases, sculp-
tures, etc., and often covered in decorative stains, 
glazes, etc.
Digital art: •	 Artistic work or practice, which uses 
digital technology as an essential part of the creative/
presentation process (digitally-altered photographs 
should be entered in the 2015 Army digital photogra-
phy contest in October).
Drawings: •	 Instruments may include: graphite pen-
cils, pen and ink, markers, wax color pencils, cray-
ons, charcoal, chalk and pastels, etc.
Fiber art: •	 Refers to art whose material consists of 
iber and other components, such as fabric or yarn, 
focusing on the materials and on the manual labor.
Glass art: •	 Non-crystalline solid material used to 
create glass art, which may include vases, sculpture, 
glass tile mosaics, ornaments, stained glass, fused 

glass, jewelry, etc. 
Metal art: •	 The process of working predominantly 
with metal to create a wide range of work from sculp-
tures, igurines, kinetic works, metal jewelry, etc.
Mixed media 2D: •	 More than one medium employed 
and combines various traditionally distinct types of 
art media, i.e., a work on canvas, which combines 
paint, ink and collage.
Mixed media 3D: •	 More than one medium, anything 
that can be handled, touched or perceived to be 3D – 
think about using recycled/re-purposed objects.
Paintings: •	 Applying paint, pigment, color or other 
medium (acrylic, oil, ink, gouache, fresco) to a sur-
face using airbrush, brushes, knives, sponges, etc.
Wood art: •	 Wood used in forms of sculpture, craft, 
construction and decoration, for example: furniture, 
carvings, marquetry, musical instruments, toys, etc.

Submissions must be digital .jpg images of the work 
uploaded to the U.S. Army Installation Management 
Command submission site https://apps.imcom.army.mil/
apptracmain/.

“Art is really something personal and rewarding,” 
Varner said. “It provides an opportunity to escape for a 
short period of time and work through the day’s stress.”

The contest entries will be judged in two classes. 
Group I, or novice, is for individuals with formal art 
education leading to college credit or a college degree. 
Group II, or accomplished, is for individuals, with for-
mal art education courses leading to credit in college or 
art schools, and those, who have received awards in pro-
fessional competitions or Army art contests.

Each contestant can enter up to three pieces per cat-
egory. All submissions must be original work completed 
since July 1, 2014. Previous contest entries are not eli-
gible. Works done on oficial duty, such as illustrations, 
training aids or similar assignments, are ineligible, but 
contestants should feel free to allow their military expe-
riences to inluence their work.

According to Varner, regional winners are announced 
within a few weeks of the July 31 submission deadline. 
Regional winners move up to compete at the Army-wide 
level.

Army-level judging takes place in August and the re-
sults are expected in September, when a gallery of win-
ners are scheduled to be posted online.

For more information, call 255-9020 or visit http://
www.ftruckermwr.com/recreation/arts-and-crafts-
center/. 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Nancy Jankoski, Fort Rucker Religious Support Office director of religious education, tells a story to children during Vacation 
Bible School at the Spiritual Life Center Friday.
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By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

VBS takes children 

back in time

Arts and crafts

Hometown Nazareth

Army Community Service

Position:  Army Family Action Plan 
Conference Support

Duties:  Compile information regard-
ing delegates and facilitator, transcriber, 
recorder and issue support teams in Excel 
spreadsheet. Assist the program manager 
with administrative duties while preparing 
and executing the conference. Assemble 
conference materials. Assist with registra-
tion at the conference. 

For more information, call 255-9631

Position:  AFAP Issue Manager/Subject 
Matter Expert Coordinator

Duties:  Attend required volunteer train-
ing sessions. Attend AFAP Advisory Coun-
cil meetings. Submit AFAP issue status 
report during advisory council meetings. 
Track all issues submitted for the annual 
conference and place in appropriate work-

group for discussion. Train issue support 
person. Prepare tasker memorandums. 
Work with AFAP coordinator and ACS 
director to ensure each issue is assigned a 
SME prior to being placed in a workgroup. 
During conference, work closely with issue 
support volunteers to ensure understanding 
of issues and ensure copies of installation 
and Army issue update book are provided 
for issue managers. Update priority issues 
in installation issue update book from re-
plies from proponents and the command-
er’s steering committee. Attend after action 
review meetings and provide input for the 
inal AAR. Serve as a spokesperson for the 
AFAP program. 

For more information, call 255-9631.

Position: AFAP Marketing Coordinator
Duties:  Attend required ACS and AFAP 

volunteer training sessions. Attend AFAP 
Advisory Council meetings. Submit AFAP 

marketing status report during advisory 
council meetings. Develop promotional ad-
vertising to enhance the visibility of AFAP, 
including media relations with lyers, post-
ers, pamphlets, newspaper, television and 
installation brieings. Attend AAR meetings 
and provide input for the inal AAR. Serve 
as a spokesperson for the AFAP program. 

For more information, call 255-9631.

Position: Army Volunteer Corps Coordi-
nator Administrative Assistant   

Duties: Perform data entry. Assist in 
planning recognition events. Maintain il-
ing system. Assist volunteers with Volun-
teer Management Information System. Pro-
vide information to customers. Needed for 
seven to 10 hours weekly.

For more information, 255-1429.

Army Education Center
Position:  Administrative and Multi-

Learning Facility
Duties: Greet clients and respond to 

email, facsimile and phone inquiries. De-
termine the reason for customers visit or 
contact and refer the customer to the appro-
priate personnel. Assist with administrative 
aspects of group in- and out-processing 
of Soldiers and family members. Provide 
general assistance to Soldiers applying for 
tuition assistance using automated applica-
tion. Provide access to classroom and MLF. 
Provide administrative assistance for key 
inventory and maintenance. Assist clients 
with scheduling and use of all MLF facili-
ties, training aides and multi-media equip-
ment. Provide basic care and maintenance 
of equipment. General oversight of admin-
istrative and learning center common areas. 
Needed Mondays from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Fridays from 2-4 p.m. 

For more information, call 255-2925 or 
255-1429.

Contest provides showcase of talent, possible national recognition
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Summer reading registration 
Registration continues for the Center 

Library Summer Reading Program now 
through June 27. The library staff plans 
to “Read to the Rhythm” with registered 
youth who are authorized patrons. Parents 
or children must have a library account 
and children must be completing grades 

kindergarten through ninth. 
For more information or to sign up, call 

255-3885.

Newcomers welcome
Army Community Service will host a 

newcomers welcome Friday from 8:30–11 
a.m. at The Landing. Active-duty military, 
spouses, foreign students, Army civilians 
and family members are encouraged to at-
tend. A free light breakfast and coffee will 
be served. For free childcare, people can 
register their children at the Fort Rucker 
Child Development Center by calling 255-
3564. Reservations must be made 24 hours 
prior to the newcomer welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

Dueling Pianos
The Landing will host Dueling Pianos 

from 8 p.m. to midnight Friday in its ball-
room. Billed as a high-energy, all-request, 
sing-along, clap-along, rock n’ roll com-
edy piano show, the entertainers welcome 
audience participation. The event is open 
to the public, ages 16 and older. Advance 
tickets are $12 through today and $16 at 
the door the day of the show. VIP tables 
that seat 10 people near the stage cost 
$150. 

For more information, call 598-2426 or 
255-9810. 

Father’s Day special
The Landing Zone will host its Fathers 

Day special Sunday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
where dads will receive half off the pur-
chase of an entrée with the purchase of 
a regularly priced entrée. The special is 
available for dine-in only and cannot be 
combined with any other promotion or 
coupon. 

For more information, call 598-8025. 

Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host Right Arm 

Night June 25 from 4-6 p.m. Right Arm 
Night is an Army tradition, promoting a 
night of camaraderie and esprit de corps as 
leaders come together and treat those who 
help them accomplish the mission. Com-
plimentary appetizers will be served while 
supplies last. Right Arm Night is held ev-
ery month, and both military and civilians 
are welcome. For more information, call 
598-8025.

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readi-

ness Program hosts orientation sessions 
monthly in the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, in the Army Community Ser-
vice multipurpose room, with the next 
session June 25. People who attend will 
meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 a.m. to ill out pa-
perwork before going to the multipurpose 
room. The class will end at about at 10:45 
a.m. The sessions will inform people on 
the essentials of the program and provide 
job search tips, as well. Advance registra-
tion is required and attendance at a session 
is mandatory for participation in the pro-
gram. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Job fair prep workshop
Army Community Service’s Employ-

ment Readiness Program will host a job 
fair preparation workshop June 30 from 
9 a.m. to noon at The Commons, Bldg. 
8950. The workshop will include a lineup 
of guest presenters who will provide job 
fair-speciic information. Topics include: 
the how-to of job fairs: strategies for suc-
cess; the job fair cover letter and resume, 
getting the Wow! Factor; job fair interview 
techniques, leaving a positive irst impres-
sion; and why personal branding is so im-
portant. People need to register by 4:30 
p.m. June 29. People can register online 
at www.ftruckermwr.com/register-for-em-
ployment-readiness-program-events/. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Summer Craft Activity
The Center Library will host a summer 

craft activity July 7 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
for children ages 3–11.  Light refresh-
ments will be served. The event is open to 

authorized patrons, but space is limited to 
the irst 65 children to register. 

To register or get more information, visit 
the library or call 255-3885. 

ScreamFree Parenting Workshop
Army Community Service offers a 

ScreamFree Parenting workshop July 9, 
16 and 23 from 9:30-11 a.m. at The Com-
mons. According to organizers, Scream-
Free Parenting is not just about people 
lowering their voices – it’s about them 
learning to calm their emotional reactions 
and learning to focus on their own behav-
ior more than children’s behavior for the 
entire family’s beneit. This workshop is 
free and open to active duty and retired 
military, Department of Defense employ-
ees and family members. The deadline to 
register is July 7. 

People who want to attend must call the 
family advocacy program at 255-3898 to 
register for the event and to discuss child-
care coordination.

Financial readiness training
Army Community Service will host its 

inancial readiness training July 10 from 
7:20 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. in the Soldier Ser-
vice Center, Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. Per-
sonal inancial readiness training provides 
a practical approach to help Soldiers man-
age their money more effectively. This 
training is required for all irst-term ju-
nior enlisted Soldiers (E-1 through E-4). 
Spouses are also welcome to attend. 

For more information, call 255-9631 or 
255-2594.

Resilience Training
Army Community Service will host re-

silience training July 14 from 9-11:30 a.m. 
at The Commons to help people learn the 
skills that will help them and their family 
become resilient. Participants will receive 
training in two to three skills, such as 
real-time resilience, identifying character 
strengths in self and others, and challenges 
and leadership. People need to register by 
July 10. 

For more information or to register, call 
255-3735.

ScreamFree Marriage Workshop
The Fort Rucker Family Advocacy Pro-

gram will offer a ScreamFree Marriage 
workshop July 13, 20 and 27 from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Bowden Terrace Commu-
nity Center. Family advocacy will cover 
childcare for interested participants. All 
children must be enrolled in child, youth 
and school services in order to utilize 
childcare. Childcare space is limited and 
should be coordinated well in advance of 
the workshop. The deadline to register is 
July 8. 

To register, arrange for child care or get 
more information, call 255-3898. 

Fort Rucker Area Job Fair
The 12th annual Fort Rucker Area Job 

Fair is scheduled for July 15 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Enterprise High School Gym-
nasium. This event will be hosted by Fort 

Rucker Soldier for Life Transition Assis-
tance Center and Army Community Ser-
vice. The event is open to the public and 
free to all job seekers. Representatives 
from government contractors, employment 
agencies, the federal government and local 
companies will be at the fair. 

For more information, call 255-2558 or 
255-1117.

Relocation readiness workshop
Army Community Service will host its 

relocation readiness workshop June 26 in 
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 371D, from 9–10 a.m. 

Soldiers and spouses will receive infor-
mation from the military pay ofice on 
beneits, entitlements, advance pay, gov-
ernment travel card and more. They will 
also receive information on Army Emer-
gency Relief and budgeting, preparing for 
employment before moving (for spouses), 
compiling the necessary documents and 
forms for exceptional family members 
moving overseas, and relocation checklists 
and websites to help prepare for a move. 

Space is limited, so people should regis-
ter early by contacting the relocation read-
iness program at 255-3161 or 255-3735.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for June 18-21
Thursday, June 18

Mad Max: Fury Road (R) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Friday, June 19

Inside Out (PG) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Saturday, June 20

Inside Out (PG) 
..................................................4 & 7 p.m.

Sunday, June 21

Inside Out (PG) 
..................................................1 & 4 p.m.

TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spot light

Freedom Fest
Fort Rucker will host Freedom Fest July 2 from 4-10 p.m. for a day of food, activities and fun, culminating in one of the area’s largest fireworks 
show. The 98th Army “Silver Wings Band” will perform and other activities will include a variety of displays, children’s inflatable fun zone, rides, 
and a variety of local and regional vendors. The event is free and open to the public, but a post access badge is required for those who do not have 
military ID. Prohibited items include coolers, backpacks – except for medical and baby care items – pets, fireworks of any kind, glass containers, 
weapons of any kind, bicycles, scooters, roller blades and skateboards. For more information, call 255-1749.
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JOINT BASE ELMEN-
DORF-RICHARDSON, 
Alaska — Numb ingertips 
and toes, frozen beards and 
eyelashes, and an ice road 
sound like something out 
of a major ilm. 

However, there were no 
video cameras rolling as 
the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers-Alaska District 
conducted an environmen-
tal cleanup project in the 
tundra-covered foothills of 
the Brooks Range.

Since 2009, more than 
7,800 tons of contaminated 
soil polluted the remote 
location of Test Well No. 
9 near Umiat, a historic 
oil exploratory base camp. 
The conditions are harsh 
with the site located more 
than 100 miles from the 
nearest road system in the 
National Petroleum Re-
serve-Alaska. Operations 
at the site oficially com-
pleted this year.

Between 1944 and 1982, 
the U.S. Navy and U.S. 
Geological Survey drilled 
exploratory and scientiic 
wells in the region for-
merly known as the Naval 
Petroleum Reserve No.4. 
Umiat’s base camp origi-
nated when the Navy in-
vestigated the area for its 
oil potential between 1944 
and 1953. Eleven wells 
were drilled near the re-
mote complex. 

In 1952, the Navy broke 
ground on Test Well No. 9 
and about 200 barrels of 
oil lowed daily for seven 
weeks. Unaware of the 

harmful traits, polychlori-
nated biphenyls were used 
as a tracer in the drilling 
luid used to aid the rig 
and contaminated the sur-
rounding ground surface. 

“It was the only well that 
appears to have used PCBs 
as a tracer,” said David 
Jadhon, project manager 
in the Formerly Used De-
fense Sites program of the 
Environmental and Special 
Projects Branch.

Test Well No. 9 is one 
of more than 500 identi-
ied properties in Alaska 
eligible as a formerly used 
defense site under the De-
partment of Defense’s En-
vironmental Restoration 
Program.

“This remediation proj-
ect is an example of the 
Corps’ hardy expertise 
when it comes to envi-
ronmental engineering in 
the Arctic,” said Ken An-
draschko, chief of the For-
merly Used Defense Sites 
program in Alaska.

Before Congress banned 
PCBs in 1979, the harmful 
compounds could be found 
in common materials such 
as transformers, electrical 
equipment and cutting lu-
ids for machine operations. 
Now, the chemicals are 
linked to cancer and other 
health concerns.

“Back then, we did not 
know they would be a 
challenge,” Jadhon ex-
plained. “When you look 
at some of these (formerly 
used defense sites), go 
back in time and look at 
the work that was done. 
There wasn’t necessarily a 
life-cycle mindset.”

Alaska lacks disposal 
facilities for PCB-contam-

inated waste. The material 
removed from the project 
site was shipped to the 
Lower 48, adding another 
challenge to logistics. 

The Umiat camp is dif-
icult to reach with access 
only by boat on the Colville 
River or airplane, Jadhon 
said. Many of Alaska’s 
deactivated defense sites 
entail long-distance trips, 
complicated terrain and an 
absence of general trans-
portation amenities. Spe-
ciically, traveling to Test 
Well No. 9 is unforgiving 
because of the soft tundra 
surrounding the area.

Therefore, contractors 
built an ice road for heavy 
equipment to traverse over 
the arctic tundra. Autho-
rized by the state, the new 
path required about 3,000 
gallons of water from a 
nearby lake to build the 
2-mile stretch of high-
way. Several long trains of 
snow-tracked machinery 
transported the material to 
the disposal staging area.

“Planning begins in the 
summer months with main-
tenance of our heavy equip-
ment and camp units,” said 
Bryan Lund, vice presi-
dent of the Environmental 
and Construction Division 
for Marsh Creek LLC, the 
Anchorage-based com-
pany contracted to execute 
the work. “Every piece of 
equipment we use is spe-
ciically designed or modi-
ied to operate in arctic 
winter conditions.”

The winter elements 
consistently brought 
darkness, blizzards and 
temperatures 40 degrees 
below zero. When spring 
neared, traveling overland 

was threatened because the 
ice road began to melt and 
the Colville River rose. 
Wildlife encounters and 
grizzly bear dens also were 
a concern. 

“The trust and camara-
derie that comes with safe-
ly operating together under 
such inclement conditions 
makes projects such as 

(Test Well No. 9) fun for 
all of us,” Lund said.

For the remediation work 
at Umiat, Marsh Creek was 
recognized by the U.S. 
Small Business Associa-
tion as its 2013 Region 10 
Contractor of the Year. 

In the interest of sav-
ing mobilization costs, the 
plugging of Test Well No. 

9 occurred during the sur-
face cleanup operations. 

“The Corps worked col-
laboratively with the Bu-
reau of Land Management 
and successfully accom-
plished the plugging of 
legacy wells No. 6, 7 and 
9,” Jadhon said. “The ice 
road was already there to 
make it happen.”
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WASHINGTON – The Army has pub-
lished and released its strategic roadmap 
to future energy security and sustainabil-
ity.

The Energy Security and Sustainability 
Strategy will foster a more adaptable and 
resilient force, prepared for a future de-
ined by complexity, uncertainty and rapid 
change, according to Under Secretary of 
the Army Brad R. Carson and Army Vice 
Chief of Staff Gen. Daniel B. Allyn

“This strategy represents a turning 
point,” the two wrote in a letter to Army 
leaders. “The Army is evolving from a 
historic framework that viewed resource 
considerations as constraints on opera-
tional effectiveness to a perspective that 
considers the critical role of energy, water 
and land resources as mission enablers. 
Such an integrated perspective requires 
balanced decisions to achieve the greatest 
military beneit while keeping faith with 
civilian communities.

“We must be able to accomplish our 
missions in a world deined by uncertain, 
adverse and dynamic conditions. Main-

taining our tactical and strategic edge 
heavily depends upon the wise use of our 
resources – energy, water and land – to 
preserve future choices through superior 
knowledge, technologies and execution,” 
they wrote.

With this perspective in mind, the ES2 
Strategy positions the Army to enhance its 

current and future capabilities, readiness, 
and performance by building upon its 
ability to employ resources effectively to 
support all aspects of operations through 
effective system design and integration of 
resource considerations into behaviors and 
decision processes.

The strategy outlines ive goals that 

will be achieved through steady progress 
across the Army enterprise – materiel, 
readiness, human capital, services and in-
frastructure – with targeted measures and 
metrics as guides. These goals are Inform 
Decisions, Optimize Use, Assure Access, 
Build Resiliency and Drive Innovation. 

The ES2 Strategy expands on and re-
places the 2009 Army Energy Security 
Implementation Strategy by including op-
erational energy and sustainability while 
strengthening the focus on resource man-
agement for the Army.

The document complements the Ofice 
of the Assistant Secretary of the Army In-
stallations, Energy and Environment Strat-
egy 2025, and the Army Strategy for the 
Environment by emphasizing energy and 
including recognition of water and land as 
equally essential resources. 

The ES2 Strategy is being electronically 
distributed throughout the Army.

The next step will be to implement the 
strategy across all commands, operations 
and installations. 

In their letter, Carson and Allyn point 
out, “Measuring performance is vital to 
evaluating Army achievement. Headquar-
ters, Department of the Army organiza-
tions and Army commands will develop 
metrics to monitor progress in their areas 
of responsibility.”

By Dennis Bohannon
Office of the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army 
for Installations, Energy and Environment
Public Affairs

Army publishes energy strategy
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Tractors carry supplies and equipment to the remote location of Test Well No. 9 near Umiat, Alasks, a 
historic oil exploratory base camp. 
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LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE

“God So Loved the World”
www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com
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On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive
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“Small things done with great love

will change the world”

By John Budnik
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers-Alaska District
Public Affairs

Tough conditions no match for test well remediation

COURTESY PHOTOS

Work to clean up Test Well No. 9 near Umiat, Alaska, a historic oil exploratory base camp. 
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ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — Andalusia Public Library 
offers free practice tests. Patrons can choose 
from more than 300 online tests based on 
oficial exams such as the ACT, SAT, GED, 
ASVAB, ireighter, police oficer, para-
medic, U.S. citizenship and many more. 
Patrons may select to take a test and receive 
immediate scoring. Test results are stored in 
personalized individual accounts, accessible 
only to patrons. Call 222-6612 for more in-
formation.

ONGOING — The American Legion 
Post 80 hosts a dance with live music every 
Saturday from 7:30-11:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.an-
dalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post mem-
bership meetings are at the post headquar-
ters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served 
Sundays, and games and TV’s are available 
for entertainment. Meetings are open to all. 
The post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  For more information, 
call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-
9187. 

DOTHAN

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3073 Wiregrass Post membership meet-
ings are at the post headquarters at 1426 Tay-
lor Road every third Tuesday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. There is a ish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning 
at 6 p.m. Breakfast is served Sundays from 
8-11a.m. The post can host parties, wed-
dings, and hails and farewells. 

ONGOING — The Tri-States Coin Club 
meets the third Monday of each month at 7 
p.m. in the back room of Interco Coins locat-
ed at 2314 Ross Clark Circle. Described as 
designed for all ages, the event begins with 
a short meeting followed by a coin auction. 
For more information, call 393-2376.

ENTERPRISE

JUNE 24 — Mayor Kenneth Boswell 
will be the guest speaker at the next lunch 
program of the Wiregrass-Enterprise Chap-
ter 1807 of the National Active and Retired 
Federal Employees at 11 a.m. at Ryan’s 
Steakhouse. He will give the latest informa-
tion about the “State of the City.” 

Current and retired federal employees 
will beneit from the mayor’s presentation 
and a question and answer period that will 
relate to their government careers and pres-
ent lifestyle. All federal employees, active 
or retired, are invited to attend the luncheon 
programs every fourth Wednesday of the 
month at the Enterprise Ryan’s Steakhouse 
Restaurant. During the lunch programs, 
NARFE members learn important informa-
tion that relates to Fort Rucker and federal 
employees, to include federal programs, 
government beneits and information about 
the local community. For more informa-
tion, contact chapter president Lee O’Berry, 
334-393-0492. 

JUNE 26 — As part of Fabulous 4th 
Fridat, the Patriotic Puppy Parade will take 
place on Main Street and College Street 
downtown from 6-9 p.m. For more infor-
mation about Fabulous 4th Friday, call 347-
0581.            

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County 
Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. For 
more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited to 
town hall meetings on the irst Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 
Hinton Waters Ave. For more information, 
call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

JUNE 25 — Disabled American Veter-
ans Chapter 99 will meet at 6 p.m. in the 
New Brockton Senior Center, which is 

located one block behind the New Brock-
ton police station. Food and drinks will be 
served, followed by regular chapter busi-
ness. Oficials invite veterans throughout 
the Wiregrass to join as new members. For 
more information, call 718-5707.

ONGOING — Tuesdays and Wednes-
days, from 10 a.m. to noon, Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 
a service ofice in the New Brockton Po-
lice Station at 202 South John Street. The 
ofice will assist veterans who were in-
jured or disabled while in military service. 
DAV service oficers help veterans and 
their spouses with disability compensation 
claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, death 
beneits, VA medical care, Social Security 
disability beneits, veterans job programs, 
homeless veterans services and other vet-
eran services. All veteran services are pro-
vided free of charge. For more informa-
tion, call 718-5707.  

OZARK

JUNE 29 — St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church at 427 Camilla Ave. will host its 
Vacation Bible School June 29-July 2 from 
9 a.m. to noon each day. Children ages 
3-12 years may attend.  There is no charge 
and children do not have to be members 
of the church. People can bring children 
to the parish hall to register June 29. Chil-
dren should bring a swimsuit and towel for 
water play outside. For more information, 
call 733-0896.

THROUGH JULY 25 —  The Ann 
Rudd Art Center and the Dale County 
Council of Arts and Humanities will spon-
sor a celebration of painter Jack Deloney’s 
work. The Ann Rudd Art Center is located 
downtown on the Square, 144 East Broad 
Street. The art center is open Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
Saturdays from 1-4 p.m. There is no ad-
mission charge to see the show. 

ONGOING — The Ann Rudd Art Cen-
ter offers free art lessons for children ages 
5 and older. The young student class is 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon, and the 
adult-teen class is from 12:30-3 p.m. Slots 

are on a irst come, irst served basis. For 
more information, call 774-7922.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to 
the Cross Country Workshop every Sun-
day at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Meth-
odist Church. For more information, call 
983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — American Legion Post 
78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 

TROY

ONGOING — The Pioneer Museum 
of Alabama invites people to learn to cook 
like a pioneer. The museum’s Hearthside 
Meals offers the opportunity to learn to 
cook in a Dutch oven and on a wood stove, 
and then participants get to enjoy the meal. 
Cost is $15 per person, and includes the 
cooking class and the three-course meal. 
Pre-registration is required and is limited 
to 15 people. For more information or to 
book a spot, call 334-566-3597.

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 
Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the 
J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The com-
plex is transformed into a dance hall and 
features music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s 
with inger foods and refreshments. For 
more information, call Janet Motes at 808-
8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

ONGOING — The Marine Corps 
League, Wiregrass Det. 752, welcomes all 
Marines, Navy corpsmen and chaplains, 
and their families, to its monthly meet-
ings. Meetings are held the irst Thursday 
of each month at 7 p.m.  Attendees are 
welcome to arrive early for food and ca-
maraderie. The next meeting will be at the 
Golden Corral in Dothan. For more infor-
mation, call 718-4168 or 805-7335.

Wiregrass community calendar
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Dinosaurs Alive!
Downtown Gadsden becomes pre-historic when 

13 life-like animatronic dinosaurs inhabit the Hardin 
Center for Cultural Arts now through Aug. 3 as part 
of Dinosaurs Alive! Creatures will be featured in pe-
riod sets and include: Apatosaurus, Apatosaurus baby, 
Dilophosaurus, Triceratops, Triceratops baby, Paras-
aurolophus, Parasaurolophus baby, Parasaurolophus 
nest with hatchlings, Stegosaurus, Detrodon, a baby 
T-rex robot (joy-stick activated), Velociraptor and 
Protoseratops scenario, T-rex, static T-rex head, and 
static T-rex leg.

The center is located at the corner of 5th and Broad 
Streets. Cost is $8 per person and $4 for center members.

For more information, visit http://www.culturalarts.
org.

Zoo summer camp
The Montgomery Zoo Summer Camp is billed as a fun-

illed, educational wildlife experience geared for children 
ages 5-12. Half day and full day camps are available now 
through July 31. Advanced reservations are required. 

Summer camp will be closed the week of June 29 through 
July 4.

For more information, visit www.montgomeryzoo.
com.

Slocomb Tomato Festival
The 27th annual Slocomb Tomato Festival will take 

place June 19-20 at the Slocomb Recreation Park. Gates 
open at 10 a.m. and admission is $7 – children 6 and 
younger are admitted for free. The event features musi-
cal performances by John Anderson and Shane Owens, 
food and craft vendors, pony and tram rides, inlatables, 
fried green tomatoes, and Slocomb tomatoes for sale. For 
more information, visit http://www.slocombtomatofesti-
val.com/.

Helen Keller Festival
The 37th annual Helen Keller Festival will take place 

June 23-28 in Tuscumbia. The event features more than 
100 events, including a parade, headliner musical artists, 
arts and crafts, athletic events, and a car and truck show. 
Other events include Keller Kids educational activities, 
historic tours and trolley rides.

For more information visit http://www.HelenKeller-
Festival.com.

Friday Fest
Friday Fest in downtown Panama City, Florida, is Bay 

County’s largest street festival with more than 200 show 
cars, 50 vendors and live bands – illing up six blocks of 
Harrison Avenue the irst Friday of each month from 6-10 
p.m. Local shops and restaurants stay open late.

Montgomery Biscuits
The Montgomery Biscuits, the Double-A afiliate of 

Major League Baseball’s Tampa Bay Rays, plays in the 
Southern League. The Biscuits’ season is in full swing 
with regular games at Montgomery’s Riverwalk Stadi-
um.

For information on the team, including the schedule, 
ticket prices, directions to the stadium and the latest news, 
visit www.biscuitsbaseball.com.

Fun in Montgomery
Every second Saturday now through August, visitors 

are invited to join the people of Montgomery at River-
front Park for a family-friendly event from 5-9 p.m.  The 
fun includes live entertainment, games for all ages (bocce 
ball and more), food vendors and more.

For more information, call 334-625-2100 or visit www.
funinmontgomery.com.

Beyond Briefs

Fort Benning, Georgia, will host its an-
nual Independence Day celebration be-
gins at 3 p.m. June 27 on Fort Benning’s 
York Field. Fireworks start at 10 p.m. 

This event is free and open to the pub-
lic. Guests will not have to exit their ve-
hicles for access to post  — just make sure 
everyone in their car 16 and older has 
photo identiication when driving through 
the gate. Follow the signs to York Field.

This year, the event includes a carnival 
with unlimited rides for $10 per person. 
The carnival will be located on Gardner 
Field, adjacent to York Field. 

Aside from the carnival and food, all 
activities are free.  Guests can enjoy 
concerts, a variety of games, a chance to 
jump from the 34-foot airborne training 
tower and a large variety of food options, 
including funnel cakes, barbecue, hot-
dogs and more. 

The airborne training tower will be 
manned by Airborne School cadre who 
will determine who is eligible to jump. 
Eligibility is based on age, weight and 
physical impairment. If the heat index 
soars, this event will be cancelled, as the 
metal towers are dangerous when tem-

peratures exceed 98 degrees.
Children can enjoy free unlimited ac-

cess to more than 25 inlatable bounce 
houses, crafts, art, face painting, tempo-
rary tattoos and more.

Entertainment includes performances 
by Garrett Miles and the MCoE Band 
on the Ranger Joe’s Stage, a SPIES & 
FRIES exhibition and the Silver Wings 
Parachute Exhibition Team. 

The celebration culminates with the 
largest ireworks show in the Chatta-
hoochee Valley, choreographed to the 
1812 Overture, performed by the MCoE 
Band.

Pets, other than service dogs, are not 
permitted on York Field. Weapons of any 
kind are prohibited, and though coolers, 
bags and backpacks are permitted, they 
may be subject to search at the discretion 

of security oficials. People may bring 
food and drinks, but no alcohol, grills or 
glass bottles.

Oficials also recommend lawn chairs 
and blankets. Shade structures and tents 
over 4 feet tall must be erected in the des-
ignated area center ield so as not to ob-
struct others’ view of the stage. 

York Field is located on Eckel Avenue 
in front of McGinnis-Wickam Hall, Bldg. 
4. From the 185 gate, travel south onto 
Main Post via Lindsay Creek/Dixie Road. 
Turn right onto Edwards. Eckel Avenue 
will be on the left. Follow posted signs 
for parking instructions.

From the Benning Road gate, travel 
south on Fort Benning Boulevard onto 
Main post, where it becomes Sigerfoos 
Road. Cross Vibbert and Wold, then turn 
right onto Lumpkin. Lumpkin ends at Di-
xie Road. Turn right on Dixie, then right 
onto Edwards and follow the signs for 
parking instructions.

From the Alabama/Eddy Bridge gate, 
follow Sunshine Road to Sightseeing 
Road, then turn right onto Dixie and left 
onto Edwards. Follow the signs for park-
ing instructions. 

For more information, visit 
benningmwr.com or www.facebook.com/
BenningFMWRfans. 

Fort Benning celebrates Independence Day
Fort Benning DFMWR
Press Release
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CIUDAD ARCE, El Salvador — Pro-
viding assistance after a natural disaster 
or distributing essentials for the homeless 
are just two factors that could pose the 
need for humanitarian aid. Other factors 
include alleviating suffering and helping 
to maintain civic services. 

Beyond the Horizon 2015’s mission 
provides humanitarian and civic assis-
tance for the people of El Salvador, such 
as medical and engineering support. Along 
with providing assistance, each military 
shares knowledge and training with each 
other, thereby enabling stronger bonds 
and important skill advancements.

“As a member of the Salvadoran mili-
tary I feel pleased to develop the Beyond 
the Horizon project together (with the 
United States),” said Brig. Gen. William 
Mejia, chief of staff for the Salvadoran 
army. “This helps reinforce the relation-
ship and friendship we have with the 
United States Southern Command and 
this helps us better train our personnel.” 

However, the Medical Readiness Train-
ing Exercise validated more than just 
strong bonds and shared knowledge, it 
brought much needed free medical care to 
the local community.

“I found out by a truck going by and 
announcing it,” said Felipe Melendez, 
of Santa Lucia, El Salvador. “I am very 
grateful for you all to be here. Sometimes 
I do not have the money for the doctor’s 
visit or the medication.”

Melendez, who has not seen a doctor for 
more than a year, continued to describe 
his various ailments, which accounted for 
almost all the medical specialties BTH 
provides. 

Services provided include preventive 
medicine, dental care, adult and pediatric 
medicine, medical education, immuniza-
tions, optometry, women’s health and ob-
stetrician and gynecology, general medi-
cine, veterinary medicine and a small 
pharmacy. 

The people of the local community and 
the medical providers were in high spirits 
about the MEDRETE. This mission gave 
them a means to advance their skills out-
side of a sterile and controlled environ-
ment. 

It also helped them gain knowledge 
from the partner nation’s providers by 
working hand-in-hand with them.

“I have a blast and I love doing it,” said 
Capt. Donald Huntington, a physician as-
sistant with Task Force Northstar. “By the 
end of our time here, you’re so exhausted, 
but you’re still smiling because it’s just 
great.”

Huntington, who is a native of Con-
cord, New Hampshire, provided pediatric 
care during the MEDRETE and discussed 
some of the ailments he saw when he par-
ticipated in BTH two years prior.

“We saw a lot of gastrointestinal issues, 

such as worms, amoebas, a lot of fevers, 
quite a bit of dental issues. Since the pri-
mary drinking source for children hap-
pened to be soda, (we) had a lot of dental 
extractions,” he said. “The kids are usu-
ally really great, even when they aren’t 
feeling good. They are overwhelmed, but 
they just want to play and have fun.”

However, pediatrics was just one piece 
of the vastly organized puzzle. The ME-
DRETE was set up in a round robin style 
to better orchestrate the amount of pa-
tients they were expecting. 

“We are expecting to see anywhere 
from 500-1200 patients with varying de-
grees of illnesses,” Huntington said. 

Once the doctors and their staff were 
prepared for the masses, the gates opened 
and the process of facilitating medical 
care began. First, about 60 locals would 
line up to a receptionist-style setup to re-
ceive a form that listed the various types 
of medical care being provided. From 
there, they illed up seats under a canopy 
to receive a preventive medicine brieing.

Upon conclusion of the brieing, one-
by-one the patients would see a medic 
to discuss their ailments and in turn, the 
medic decided what type of care the pa-
tient needed. They would also have their 
vital signs checked, such as their blood 
pressure and temperature. 

Lines then began to form for each med-
ical section, beginning with family and 
general medicine. There were American, 
Colombian and Salvadoran physicians at-
tending to the patients.

Norma Yolanda, who was suffering 
from stomach pain, was one of many seen 
by these physicians. Before being seen, 
she expressed her gratitude and opinion 
of the partnership between TF Northstar 
and the Salvadoran army’s TF San An-
dreas.

“I think it is good that the Americans 
and Salvadorans are working together,” 
she said. “Thank you.”

Further down the hall, more lines were 
seen forming at the women’s health and 
OB-GYN, adult, and pediatric medicine. 

The building parallel held dental, op-
tometry, immunizations and the pharma-
cy –with each section accumulating their 
own patients to see. 

Optometry posed its own unique and 
interesting opportunity for the local 
community and Col. Robert Tyscko, TF 
Northstar’s optometrist. 

“Optometry is very interesting because 
of the three complaints I get: my eyes 
hurt, my eyes are dry and, basically, over 
the age of 35 a lot of them are so farsight-
ed. They start to lose their ability to read 
well,” Tyscko stated. “Their complaint 
is, literally, I can’t read my Bible. It’s re-
ally, really, really amazing.” 

Tysko went on to explain a reason for 
why the stations were set up this way and 
the feelings of those who see him follow-
ing a dental procedure.

“It’s funny, considering the way they 
have it set up, because dental is right next 

to me and people come out (from there) 
and they’re groggy and crying,” he said. 
“Then they come see me and it’s the hap-
py, cheery place because they get to see.”

At the end of day one, the MEDRETE 
care providers had seen and processed 
about 500 patients. Those who were un-
able to be seen on Day 1 were given a 
ticket to come back for Day 2. 

On Day 1, the mayor of Ciudad Arce 
came to talk to his constituents, observe 
the MEDRETE in action and meet each 
care provider.

“I want to congratulate the Salvadoran 
forces and U.S. forces for all the hard 
work they are doing to help my coun-
try,” said Mayor Jose Alfredo Contreras 
Escalon. “We have been through dificult 

times, but with the help of the govern-
ment, the armed forces and the national 
police, we are going to get through it and 
make it work.”

Days 2-5 each saw more than 500 pa-
tients – with one day reaching 900 plus. 
By the end of the MEDRETE, more than 
3,500 patients were seen and given much 
needed medical care and assistance.

BTH 2015 has not only provided es-
sential medical care, but there are ongo-
ing construction and engineering projects 
of schools and medical clinics throughout 
various cities in El Salvador as well. 

Ultimately, the people of El Salvador 
receive humanitarian relief while service 
members receive valuable knowledge 
from each partner nation.
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WASHINGTON — “The Wall 
Street Journal” reports the aver-
age 2014 college graduate owes 
$33,000 in student debt. 

As the cost of secondary edu-
cation continues to rise, the Army 
Emergency Relief program has 
awarded 4,285 Army children 
and spouses with more than $9.3 
million in college scholarships.

Since 1976, AER – a private 
nonproit organization dedicated 
to providing inancial assistance 
to Soldiers, active and retired, 
and their families – has selected 
an increasing number of Army 
family members for tuition as-
sistance from the Maj. Gen. 
James Ursano Scholarship and 
the Spouse Education Assistance 
Program.

More than 3,200 children have 
received the Ursano Scholarship, 
and 1,084 spouses have received 
assistance from SEAP for the 
2015-2016 academic year.

“We received a total of 7,475 
applications (this year),” said 
Tammy LaCroix, supervisor for 
AER’s scholarship programs. “Of 
those who completed the applica-
tion process and provided the re-
quired documentation, 84 percent 

received a scholarship award.”
Children of retired and active-

duty Soldiers received anywhere 
from the median scholarship of 
$2,348 to the maximum award of 
$3,300. Scholarships for spouses 
ranged from $1,700 to $2,200 
and are applicable for up to four 
years of full-time enrollment 

(12 credit hours per semester) or 
eight semesters for part-time stu-
dents (six credits per semester). 
Family members are eligible for 
aid through the semester preced-
ing their 23rd birthday.

All recipients are selected 
solely on inancial need as deter-
mined by the Free Application for 

Student Aid. Using an applicant’s 
Student Aid Report, the AER an-
alyzes its annual budget to deter-
mine the percentage of a student’s 
total cost of attendance minus the 
estimated family contribution, 
which it can award in scholar-
ships. This year, 12 percent of the 
gap between cost and expected 

contribution was covered.
Funding for the scholarships is 

derived from donations, as well 
as interest from invested funds 
the organization earmarks each 
year. The awards are renewable 
as long as students maintain a 2.0 
GPA and current inancial need.

With average total costs per ac-
ademic year reported by The Col-
lege Board to be between $10,000 
and $30,000, AER scholarships 
augment the price of room and 
board, tuition and books to bet-
ter allow Army families to pursue 
their education objectives.

“These scholarships help a lot 
of our students to even be able 
to attend school,” LaCroix said. 
“We get letters from students all 
the time telling us what a differ-
ence this has made for them.”

Among those letters was one 
from Barbara Walker, whose 
three children all received the Ur-
sano Scholarship.

“Both my daughters were able 
to graduate with their bachelor’s 
degrees debt-free from the Uni-
versity of Louisville with the help 
of (the Ursano Scholarship),” 
Walker said.

Since its incorporation in 1942, 
AER has provided more than 
$1.6 billion to over 3.6 million 
Soldiers, families and retirees.

By Lora Strum
Army News Service

SOLDIERS HELPING SOLDIERS
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Soldier for Life members field questions during the Facebook town hall in Arlington, Va., June 3. 

More than 4,000 Army families receive AER funding for college
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See how much you could save on car insurance today.

bestbest
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By Sgt. Kimberly Browne
United States Southern Command 
Public Affairs

Helping, learning, sharing

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. JOSEPH VINE

Col. Robert Tyscko, an optometrist with Task Force Northstar, performs an eye exam during Beyond the 
Horizon’s Medical Readiness Training Exercise at Ciudad Arce, El Salvador, in May. 

Southern Command partners with El Salvador, Colombia for Beyond the Horizon
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Religious Services

Pick-of-the-litter
Meet Chance, a 1-year-old male Terrir mix available for adoption at the Fort Rucker stray facility. 
He is neutered, potty trained and already has his rabies vaccination. Adoption fees vary per 
species and needs of animal, but include all up-to-date shots, the first round of age-appropriate 
vaccinations, microchip and spaying or neutering. For more information on animal adoptions, call 
the stray facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. All adoptable animals are vet checked 
and tested for felv/fiv (for cats) or heartworm for dogs (over six months) and on flea prevention. 
The facility needs donations such as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as 
well as blankets, toys and towels. Donations can be dropped off at the stray facility. Visit the 
Fort Rucker stray facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ 
for constant updates on the newest animals available for adoption.

COURTESY PHOTO

FORT IRWIN, Calif. — Former “To-
night Show” host Jay Leno visited the Na-
tional Training Center and Fort Irwin with 
what he refers to as his “tank car” June 1.

Soldiers, leadership and families of the 
installation had an opportunity to meet 
and take photos with Leno and his custom 
vehicle, which is powered by an engine 
from a 1952 M-47 Patton tank.

Leno is a supporter of the military and 
this Army post, having hosted Soldiers to 
tapings of his talk show that would air on 
Thanksgiving Day.

Col. Jon Braga, Fort Irwin garrison 
commander, introduced Leno to a crowd, 
who cheered and applauded.

“You men and women do a great job – 
we can’t thank you enough,” Leno told 
the audience. “I just wanted to personally 
come up here and say ‘Thank you very 
much.’”

Julie Epstein, a military spouse here and 
her daughter, Jordan, 9, were all smiles as 
Leno put his arm on Epstein’s shoulder 
during a photo opportunity. 

He told Jordan, “I’m an old man who 
used to be on TV.”

Epstein said she is a huge fan and re-
members irst watching Leno as a child 
with her parents. To have the installation 
host his visit was signiicant, she said.

“It’s such an honor just to meet him,” 
she said. “It’s a great opportunity for us. A 
lot of people don’t know about this area, 
what they do here and how much the Sol-
diers work. They do a lot, and so for Jay 
Leno to come here and appreciate what 
they do, I think it’s amazing.”

Jordan described Leno’s car as great, 
and had this to say about meeting a celeb-
rity: “It’s amazing … because you don’t 
get to see a lot of famous people in your 
life.”

By Gustavo Bahena
Fort Irwin Public Affairs

Jay Leno thanks Fort Irwin Soldiers, families

PHOTOS BY GUSTAVO BAHENA 

National Training Center and Fort Irwin Commander Brig. Gen. Joseph Martin gives a thumbs up as he rides with Jay Leno in what he refers to as his ‘tank car.’
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Don’t let security clearance issues jeopardize your employment or career.
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“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”
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SUPER LAWYER 2008,

2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––

10.0 SUPERB RATING

FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
AV PREEMINENT

RATING BY

MARTINDALE-HUBBELL
–––––––––––––
NCMSMEMBER

ContactRonSykstusNOW!
Personal email rsykstus@bondnbotes.com.DirectOfficePhone 256-713-0221

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has
been successfully handl฀ng secur฀ty clearance cases for many years,
cover฀ng all areas of government concern ฀nclud฀ng:

Do

 F฀nanc฀al
Cons฀derat฀ons

 Secur฀ty V฀olat฀ons
 Drug Involvement
 Alcohol Consumpt฀on
 Personal Conduct

 Cr฀m฀nal Conduct
 Sexual Behav฀or
 Fore฀gn Influence
 Fore฀gn Preference
 M฀suse of Informat฀on
Technology

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, h฀s exper฀ence and the serv฀ces
he can prov฀de to protect your secur฀ty clearance please v฀s฀t
SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”

NAMED ALABAMA

SUPER LAWYER 2008,

2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––

10.0 SUPERB RATING

FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
AV PREEMINENT

RATING BY

MARTINDALE-HUBBELL
–––––––––––––
NCMSMEMBER

Alabama Bar rules require the following: No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba



ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CENTER

College C฀nema • enterpr฀se

WESTGATE CENTER
Enterprise Information

334-347-2531
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

III DOPE - R

1:45, 4:15, 7:10 & 9:30

IV SPY - R

1:50, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:25

ON 2 SCREENS

I INSIDE OUT - PG
2:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 9:15

II INSIDE OUT - PG
2:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:00

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com

MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531

ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT
(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest

JUNE 19 - 25, 2015

I JURASSIC WORLD - PG13

1:45, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:30

II JURASSIC WORLD - PG13

3D: 1:30, 4:00, 7:15 & 9:40

III SAN ANDREAS - PG13

2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:15
SUMMER KIDDEE MATINEES

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS:

CHIPWRECKED

Wed, June 24: 9:30AM
Admission $5 includes popcorn & drink

WORSHIP SERVICES

Except as noted, all services are on Sunday

Headquarters Chapel, Building 109

8 a.m. Traditional Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, Building 8940

9 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday

11 a.m. Liturgical Protestant Service

12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday - Friday)

4 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday 

5 p.m. Catholic Mass Saturday

Wings Chapel, Building 6036

8 a.m.  Latter-Day Saints Worship Service

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads (Contemporary Worship 

Protestant Service)

12 p.m. Eckankar Worship Service  

(4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, Building 8939

10:15 a.m.  CCD (except during summer months)

BIBLE STUDIES

Tuesdays

Crossroads Discipleship Study (Meal/Bible Study) 

Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women of the Chapel

Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study

Spiritual Life Center, 7 p.m.

Wednesdays

Catholic Women of the Chapel 

Wings Chapel, 8:30 a.m.

Above the Best Bible Study

Yano Hall, 11 a.m.

1-14th Avn Regt Bible Study

Hanchey AAF, Bldg 50102N, Rm 101, 11:30 a.m.

164th TAOG Bible Study

Bldg 30501, 11:30 a.m.

Adult Bible Study

Soldier Service Center, 12 p.m.

Youth Group Bible Study

Spiritual Life Center, 5:30 p.m.

Adult Bible Study

Spiritual Life Center, 6 p.m.

Thursdays

Adult Bible Study

Spiritual Life Center, 9 a.m.

Latter-Day Saints Bible Study

Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Saturdays

Protestant Men of the Chapel

Wings Chapel (1st Saturday), 8 a.m.

Julie Epstein, military spouse, and her daughter, 
Jordan, 9, have their photo taken with Jay Leno.

Pfc. John Savala, Sgt. Isidro Viramontes, Jay Leno, Spc. Louis Werrick and Pfc. Luke Risner, Soldiers are 
with the Recovery Section of Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment, met with Jay Leno.



Neither the hot, humid Ala-
bama heat nor the threat of thun-
derstorms were enough to stop 
the throngs of athletes preparing 
to take on one of Fort Rucker’s 
toughest competitions.

Fort Rucker held its annual 
Army Strong Triathlon Saturday, 
and hundreds turned out to take on 
the challenge and test their mettle 
against the waters of Lake Tholoc-
co and the surrounding trails.

The course started off with a 
quarter-mile swim through the 
lake, followed by a 10.6-mile bike 
ride and then a 3.1-mile run to the 
inish. People competed as both 
teams and individuals.

Winners were awarded prizes 
in different categories, including 
overall, master and grandmaster.

Winners of the competition 
were: Stephanie Liles-Weyant, 
female overall winner with a 
time of 56:56; Shannon Owen, 
female master winner with a time 
of 1:17:16; Nina Korges, female 
grandmaster winner with a time of 
1:17:53; Grady Smith, male overall 
winner with a time of 55:15; Mi-
chael Weyant, male master winner 
with a time of 58:29; and Frosty 
Henneberger, male grandmaster 
winner with a time of 1:00:50.

The overall team winner went to 
team 3’s Company, consisting of 
Ian Kalgren, Matthew Cooke and 
Joseph Krysak, with a combined 
total time of 1:01:11.

For some, like Chase Wells, 
the competition was less about 
inishing irst, and more about 
pushing himself and striving to 
accomplish a goal.

“I just like to take part in any-
thing that makes me push myself,” 
he said. “If I come out on top, that’s 
great, but I like to set goals for my-
self and accomplish them.  This 
was something that I told myself I 
was going to do, and I did it.”

Wells said he regularly partici-
pates in itness activities and tries 
to maintain an active lifestyle, but 
participating in a triathlon wasn’t 
something he’d done before.

“This is the irst triathlon I’ve 
competed in and I just wanted to 
see if I could do it,” he said. “I 
worked hard and ran everyday to 
make sure I had the endurance to 
inish it. I’m just glad that I was 
able to inish.”

The hardest part of the com-
petition for most, including 
Wells, was the quarter-mile swim 
through the lake.

“That swim was the most dif-
icult part of the competition for 
me because it’s not something 
that most people are used to do-
ing,” he said. “Sure you might go 
swimming every now and then, 
but to do a sustained swim for a 
quarter mile is something com-
pletely different. It takes a good 
bit of stamina to be able to main-
tain the energy to get through it 
and then continue on after that, so 
that was what had me worried the 
most, but I got through it.”
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Health
WARRIOR GAMES
Boy Scout turned Soldier 
aims for gold 

Story on Page D3and Fitness

Competitors take to the water as they begin the quarter-mile swim portion of the 2015 Army Strong Triathlon on West Beach 
at Lake Tholocco Saturday.

Barton Fischer, Army Strong Triathlon competitor, runs to cross the finish line with his son, Lucca, by his side during the 2015 
Army Strong Triathlon on West Beach at Lake Tholocco Saturday.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

ARMY STRONG

Aviator finds new ways to take flight

FORT BELVOIR, Va. — For an Army 
Aviator who has lown more than 2,300 
hours and completed nearly 1,000 combat 
missions in an OH-58D Kiowa Warrior 
helicopter, lying is a part of who he is. 

So, when injuries to CW3 Timothy Sifu-
entes’ back and knee, and a tear in his right 
glute forced him out of the cockpit, he had 
to ind a new way to soar.

Sifuentes is preparing to compete in the 
Department of Defense Warrior Games at 
Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia Fri-
day through June 28.

“What do I think I’ll get out of the War-
rior Games experience? A new challenge 
– a new me, if you will,” said Sifuentes, 
a Glendive, Montana, native and a former 
Fort Riley, Kansas, Warrior Transition 
Battalion Soldier who is now with the 1st 
Combat Aviation Brigade, 1st Infantry Di-
vision.

“Yeah, I know I’ll never be 100 percent 
where I was prior to my injuries,” he add-
ed, “but I can establish a new baseline.”

Sifuentes, a former runner, was able 
to use cycling to recover from injuries, 
thanks to the adaptive reconditioning pro-
gram offered through the Warrior Transi-
tion Battalion. He will compete in cycling, 
swimming and ield events at the Warrior 
Games.

Different, but therapeutic
“Once I couldn’t compete in (running) 

anymore and I started the recovery pro-
cess, I thought, ‘Let me give cycling a 

chance,’” he said. “Although much differ-
ent, still, there are a lot of similarities. It’s 
very therapeutic for me. So you can go out 
and do a 10-mile run or you can go ride 30 
miles. It’s just an opportunity to go clear 
your head. That’s the part I enjoy.”

Sifuentes also said he enjoys hitting new 
benchmarks in his itness. When he began 
cycling, he noted, 10 miles was hard. He 
recently completed 100 miles over two 
days and has his sights set on other long-
distance cycling challenges.

He’s also enjoyed adding sports to his 
workout routine. He started swimming 

after completing physical therapy in the 
pool sparked his interested in the sport. 
Swimming, combined with ield events, 
such as shot-put and discus, provide ther-
apeutic beneits to his recovery, Sifuentes 
said.

“The biggest thing when you get an in-
jury is it’s not only debilitating on your 
body, but also the mental aspect,” he said. 
“It’s very self-defeating sometimes, and 
it’s easy to sit on the couch and go, ‘Hey, 
you know what, I don’t want to do any-
thing today.’ But when I have something to 
strive for – the Warrior Games, the Army 

Trials, things like that where I push myself 
– I can look at the big picture.”

A second career
In the bigger picture, Sifuentes is look-

ing toward a second career. He will retire 
from the Army in April.

“When you’ve done a job for so long, it 
becomes a part of who you are and a part 
of your identity,” he said. “And that was 
the most daunting task for me – to get back 
out there, and look at a potential profes-
sional growth and where I could go in a 
new career. But I’ll be 37 years old, well 
young enough to get another job and do 
something productive for society.”

While Sifuentes was in the Warrior 
Transition Battalion, he worked with the 
staff to develop a transition plan in case 
he was unable to complete his time in the 
Army. He even completed job interviews 
that led to conditional offers. And though 
he chose to inish his Army career, the 
skills he learned will serve him well in his 
next phase, he said.

Advice for others
Sifuentes said he encourages all Sol-

diers facing an injury or illness that could 
alter their military career to give the War-
rior Transition Battalion a shot.

“At least give it a chance – give it a 
shot,” he said. “Don’t dwell on what you 
can’t do. Think, ‘What can I do?’”

It’s a lesson he also hopes to teach his 
ive children, Sifuentes added.

“There’s ups and downs in life – chal-
lenges – but I think that makes us who we 
are,” he said.

By Flavia Hulsey
Western Regional Medical Command

Athletes brave heat to compete in triathlon

CW3 Timothy Sifuentes talks with Staff Sgt. Monica Martinez at Fort Belvoir, Va., before cycling training 
for the 2015 Department Of Defense Warrior Games Sunday. Sifuentes and Martinez are two of more 
than 40 active duty and veteran athletes training at Fort Belvoir. For more on the Army team, see pages 
D3 and D4.

PHOTO BY SGT. 1ST CLASS CHRISTOPHE PAUL  

Erik Moore, triathlon competitor, bikes ahead of two other competitors during the 
10.6-mile bike ride of the 2015 Army Strong Triathlon.
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EL PASO, Texas – When a ifth 
grader and Boy Scout watched 
the World Trade Center towers 
fall during the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks, he knew then he wanted to 
serve his country.

“We really saw the world 
change, and then thinking about 
service, commitment to yourself, 
your community and your coun-
try, the Army’s kind of a natural 
place to go from there,” said Sgt. 
Stefan Leroy, a cavalry scout who 
now serves at Walter Reed Na-
tional Military Medical Center, 
Maryland.

Years later, Leroy found him-
self carrying a fellow Soldier to 
a MedEvac helicopter June 7, 
2012. That Soldier had stepped 
on an improvised explosive de-
vice. While helping to save his 
comrade, Leroy himself stepped 
on an IED. He lost his left leg 
above the knee and his right leg 
below the knee.

Throughout his more than 40 
surgeries, Leroy focused on main-
taining his weight and itness be-
cause he said amputees can have 
trouble keeping their weight in 
check. His sport of choice was 

hand cycling.
“It was a big one for me because 

it helped me maintain my weight,” 
he said. “It took me awhile to get 
on my legs. I had my last surgery 
six or seven months ago and that 
really was when I was able to 
walk all the time from then on.”

Leroy said adaptive recon-
ditioning and adaptive sports 
through hand cycling and wheel-
chair basketball helped him 
maintain being an athlete until he 
gained conidence with his new 
running legs.

During the Army Trials, Le-

roy earned a bronze medal in 
the men’s 1,500 men’s classiied 
and a bronze medal in the men’s 
hand cycle. He will represent the 
Army Team on Marine Corps 
Base Quantico, Virginia, Friday 
through June 28.

Throughout the games, wound-

ed, ill and injured service mem-
bers and veterans from the Army, 
Marine Corps, Air Force, Navy 
and Coast Guard will compete in 
track and ield, shooting, swim-
ming, cycling, archery, wheel-
chair basketball and sitting vol-
leyball.

Leroy will compete in running, 
hand cycling, swimming, wheel-
chair basketball and sitting vol-
leyball.

“I’m looking forward to rep-
resenting the Army and having a 
great time,” he said.

He said the Department of De-
fense Warrior Games is an impor-
tant program.

“There are a good number of 
disabled athletes in the Paralym-
pics, or who are training for the 
Paralympics, who started out at 
the Warrior Games or in adaptive 
programs in the military,” Leroy 
said. “The military’s offered them 
the programs to better themselves. 
They’ve gone from a debilitating 
injury or illness and done some-
thing fantastic with it.”

Paralympics may be in his fu-
ture down the road but with his 
irst Warrior Games looming, Le-
roy said he just wants to focus on 
it for now and continue to be mo-
tivated by those around him.
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By Shannon Collins
Department of Defense News

Sgt. Stefan Leroy prepares his hand cycle for the Army Trials on Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas, April 1. The trials earned him a 
spot on the Army’s team at the 2015 Department of Defense Warrior Games.

PHOTO BY EJ HERSOM

Boy Scout turned Soldier aims for gold 

www.scorp฀onkarate1.com • 334-475-4308

MONDAY - FRIDAY

PRESCHOOL TO

8TH GRADE

FREE PICK UP

Karate and Kickboxing Classes also available for adults

F P

AFTER SCHOOL KARATE

USKA

• Homework & Read฀ng Ass฀stance
• Exc฀t฀ng Karate Classes / Self-Defense

• Bully Prevent฀on Tra฀n฀ng
• Art & Craft

• Korean / Japanese Term฀nology
• Personal Development / We฀ght Loss

SERVING THE WIREGRASS FOR 10 YEARS

621 Boll Weev฀l C฀rcle, Ste 9 • Enterpr฀se, AL 36330

EL PASO, Texas – For a Soldier from 
Alabama, representing the Army team 
at the Department of Defense’s Warrior 
Games continues to be a chance at re-
demption.

Quintarious Almon, a former Army Re-
serve truck driver with the 287th Trans-
portation Company out of Aniston, Ala-
bama, irst attended the Warrior Games in 
2011, but couldn’t inish any of his events 
because of heat exhaustion. 

He returned in 2013, and took the gold 
medal in the men’s 100-meter wheelchair 
race. In 2014, he took the silver medal in 
the men’s 100-meter wheelchair race.

This year, he will compete in the 
100-meter, 200-meter and 4x100 relay 
and also in sitting volleyball at the games, 
scheduled for Friday through June 28, at 
Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia.

“I had learned my lesson about training 
and nutrition, and what I had to do going 
forward,” he said.

Almon received his traumatic brain in-
jury in a car crash when he fell asleep be-
hind the wheel while driving in 2010. He 
said he doesn’t remember the incident. As 
he was recovering in the Warrior Transi-

tion Unit at Fort Benning, Georgia, he 
learned about adaptive sports.

“Adaptive sports are a great way for 
Soldiers to ind another way to go about 
doing things and learn that there are still 
things out there that they can do,” he 
said.

Active-duty, Guard and Reserve Sol-
diers, along with veterans, can participate 
in the Warrior Games. Almon said events 
like the games help veterans like him 
have a goal.

“When veterans get out of the military, 
some go through a stage of depression. 
Most guys don’t know what they’re go-
ing to do outside the military,” he said.”It 
gives veterans another outlet and a chance 
to become an elite athlete.”

For Almon, who ran track in eighth 
grade, and made it to state and played 
basketball and football in high school, it 
gave him a chance to feel like an athlete 
again. 

“I enjoy working out and staying it,” 
he said. “It helps in my recovery. I still 
have long-term injuries, but my short-
term injuries are not as noticeable any-
more. They’re still there, but I work re-
ally hard to overcome those and strive 
to continue to get better. I’ve done a lot 
of things since adaptive sports, and I 

wouldn’t trade it for anything else.”
Throughout the games, wounded, ill 

and injured service members and veterans 
from the Army, Marine Corps, Air Force, 

Navy, and Coast Guard will compete in 
track and ield, shooting, swimming, cy-
cling, archery, wheelchair basketball and 
sitting volleyball.

By Shannon Collins
Department of Defense News

Quintarious Almon serves a volleyball during the Army Trials at Fort Bliss, Texas, March 31. Athletes in 
the trials were competing for spots on Army’s team in the Department of Defense Warrior Games.

PHOTO BY EJ HERSOM

Alabama Soldier seeks ‘chance for redemption’

EL PASO, Texas – The crowd cheered and shouted 
words of encouragement as the athlete steadied his aim 
and shot, earning his position on the Army team for the 
2015 Department of Defense Warrior Games scheduled 
for Friday through June 28. 

Medically retired Capt. Frank Barroqueiro, who served 
in the Army National Guard for 13 years, culminating as 
an infantry company commander, earned a gold medal in 
the air rile prone, a gold medal in the air pistol and a sil-
ver medal the men’s archery compound category during 
the Army Trials on Fort Bliss March 29-April 2.

This will be his third trip to the games. During the 
2013 Warrior Games, he took a gold medal in the men’s 
archery compound, a silver medal in the team archery 
compound and a bronze medal in the men’s SH1 pistol 
category. In 2014, he took the silver medal in the men’s 
archery compound and gold in the team archery com-
pound.

Barroqueiro’s journey began when the Army gave him 
the opportunity to inish his bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion.

“I had always thought about serving, and the Army 
also provided me with the opportunity to inish college,” 
he said.

While serving as an infantry company commander in 
Kunduz, Afghanistan, Aug. 27, 2009, he was shot dur-
ing a ireight. He underwent 12 surgeries as the doctors 
fought to rebuild his arm. Barroqueiro said he had never 
touched a bow before he was injured.

“My big driving force was when I was in Landstuhl in 
Germany. There was a huddle of doctors in my room, and 
they were discussing how they were going to amputate 
my arm,” Barroqueiro said. “I was watching a hunting 
show on TV, and I mentioned to the nurse that I would 
like to try that. One doctor looked at me and said I would 
never shoot a bow. Two years later, I won a gold medal 
with it. You’ve just got to keep trying.”

Barroqueiro said adaptive sports gave him a renewed 
sense of purpose and encourages others to give them a 
try.

“They once again made me feel like I had a mission,” 

he said. “There are loads of people who are hurt and 
wounded and get going on with things. You may not even 
have discovered what it is that you really are passionate 
about yet.

“There might be something waiting around the corner 
that you would be really good at. When you go out to 
these clinics where they have these things for the Warrior 
Games, try everything. You might be good at something 
and not even realize it.” 

Barroqueiro said his injury has made him more resil-
ient.

“It completely changed my deinition of normal. It 
ended my mission early. It was the irst time I didn’t 
complete my mission,” he said. “It also ended my mili-
tary career, something I really took a lot of pride and 
joy in. When that was gone, that was a very challenging 
transition for me. The archery deinitely helped with that 
because it gave me something new to try, and I really had 
to invest everything into it.”

Barroqueiro is using the leadership experience he 
gained in the Army and his new love of the sport to pur-
sue his coaching certiications in archery, he said, so that 
he can teach the sport to other wounded warriors and 
children with disabilities. He is also competing in USA 
Archery tournaments. 

Barroqueiro said he will continue to compete in the 
Warrior Games, not so much for the medals for himself, 

but for his Army team.
“The Warrior Games is so important because it gives 

an opportunity to our nation’s injured, ill and wounded to 
get back in the ight again and have someone on their left 
and right again, and they’re ighting for a common goal,” 
he said. “They have a mission one more time. They’re 
working for something bigger than themselves. They’re 
trying to win medals and the cup for the Army – not for 
individuals. That’s the biggest thing I like.

“You get the opportunity to see individuals who have 
done phenomenal things,” he said. “We have folks here 
who have been practically dead, but they came back, and 
they’re here ighting and competing, so it’s amazing.” 

Throughout the games, wounded, ill and injured 
Service members and veterans from the Army, Marine 
Corps, Air Force, Navy and Coast Guard will compete 
in track and ield, shooting, swimming, cycling, archery, 
wheelchair basketball and sitting volleyball on Marine 
Corps Base Quantico, Virginia.

By Shannon Collins
Department of Defense News

Retired Capt. Frank Barroqueiro aims an arrow during the archery 
competition of the Army Trials on Fort Bliss, Texas, March 31.

PHOTO BY EJ HERSOM

Wounded warrior takes aim at DOD Warrior Games
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Sports Briefs
Daddy & Me Bowling

Rucker Lanes will host its Daddy & Me 
Bowling special Sunday where all dads 
bowl for free. Each dad will receive three 
free games of bowling and shoe rental. 
Children – ages 13 and under – who bowl 
with their dads will receive three games 
of bowling and shoe rental for $4.75 per 
child. 

For more information, call 255-9503. 

Spin challenge
Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Cen-

ter instructors will hold a two-hour spinning 
challenge each month, with the next taking 
place June 29 at 5:30 p.m. The challenge is 
open to all authorized PFC patrons. Each 
class costs $3.50 or people may use their 
class card. Each session will feature door 
prizes and refreshments. 

For more information, call 255-3794.

Youth sports registration
The registration dates for upcoming youth 

sports – football, cheerleading, tennis and 
fall soccer – are July 1–31. All interested 
participants must have a valid child, youth 
and school services registration and a cur-
rent sports physical to participate. Fall soccer 
practices will begin on Aug. 10. Football and 
cheerleading practices will begin Aug. 17. 
Tennis practices will begin Sept. 9. 

For more information, including available 
age groups, call 255-0950.

Superintendents Revenge Tournament
Silver Wings Golf Course will host its Su-

perintendents Revenge Tournament June 27 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information, 
call 598-2449. 

Ladies League golf 
Silver Wings Golf Course will host Ladies 

League golf every Wednesday in July from 
6–7 p.m. The cost is $60 for all sessions, 
or $15 per night. Cost includes range balls, 
group and private instruction, green fee and 
cart fee. All levels of players are welcome to 
take part. 

For more information or to sign up, call 
598-2449.

July 4th Flag Tournament
Silver Wings Golf Course will host its July 

4th Flag Tournament July 4 with tee times 
from 7-9 a.m. People can register until 9 a.m. 
the day of the tournament. Entry cost is $5 
plus green fee and cart fee. Players must have 
a valid handicap. 

For more information, call 598-2449.

Stars and Strikes
Rucker Lanes will host its Stars and Strikes 

Independence Day Bowling special from 

noon to midnight July 4. Games will cost 25 
cents per person and 50 cents per shoe rental. 
Regular pricing applies to menu items. 

For more information, call 255-9503.

Enterprise baseball
Enterprise’s semi-pro baseball team needs 

players. For more information, call Joe Jack-
son at 464-1729.

Senior Golf Tournament
Silver Wings Golf Course will host a se-

nior tournament every third Thursday of 
the month with a 9 a.m. shotgun start now 
through December. The format will alternate 
between scramble and better ball formats 
with two-person teams. The cost is $35 for 
members, or $45 for non-members, and the 
cost includes cart fee, green fee, one bucket 
of range balls, lunch and prizes. 

For more information, call 598-2449.
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FORT BELVOIR, Va. — “It’s cancer.” 
Two words people hope to never hear.
And as Sgt. Kawaiola Nahale, an Army 

Reserve budget analyst, with the 311th Sig-
nal Company on Fort Shafter, Hawaii, faced 
the diagnosis and associated complications, 
it was a non-medical complication that was 
among the hardest.

“I wasn’t allowed to be in the water,” said 
Nahale of her initial recovery. “With all my 
surgeries, my doctors didn’t want me get-
ting an infection because (the surgery sites) 
are so close to vital organs.” 

Not being able to get in the water may 
seem like an unusual concern for someone 
with a cancer diagnosis, but for Nahale, a 
Honolulu native, the water is home.

Her father irst took her to the water when 
she was just a month old – a common cus-
tom for Hawaiian families. At age 4, her 
parents took her to swim lessons and by the 
time she was 6, she was swimming com-
petitively. 

In her civilian capacity, she serves as a 
lifeguard and competes on a canoe paddling 
team. And at the end of June, she will com-
pete in swimming and cycling as an Army 
athlete in the 2015 Department of Defense 
Warrior Games.

“The water is my healing place. After all 
my surgeries and restrictions, being in the 
water was my place of peace,” she said.

It was three surgeries total, which included 
a right mastectomy and a left lumpectomy, 

to ight the breast cancer she was diagnosed 
with in April 2013. 

“April 2013 was pretty quick –it moved 
along very, very fast. I was in and out of the 
hospital every day for the irst two weeks,” 
Nahale said. 

By the end of the month, she had her irst 
surgery. That May, she joined the Warrior 
Transition Battalion at Schoield Barracks, 
Hawaii, where she stayed for a year and half 
during treatment and recovery.

Being a part of the WTB made a huge im-
pact on her recovery, Nahale said. 

“Going from not knowing to knowing 
exactly what was wrong with me, they all 

came together,” said Nahale of her doctors, 
case manager, squad leader, Family readi-
ness and other support staff. “My support 
system was very strong at that time.”

Nahale is now cancer-free. She is about 
three years away from the ive-year mark 
from diagnosis and said the thought of re-
mission is exciting. 

“That will be like a birthday celebration - 
that will be a big day,” Nahale said.

For now, she is focused on the 2015 De-
partment of Defense Warrior Games. 

“Representing Team Army is important 
to me because I would have never known 
about this program or this group of people 

had it not been for my illness,” Nahale said. 
“And being a part of Team Army allows me 
to say, ‘You know what? The Army was 
there, and they stepped up, and they helped 
me through my treatment, my recovery and 
my healing, and they’re helping other ser-
vice members, also.’”

These are her second games. Her irst 
games were in 2014, just a few short months 
after she received the all-clear to get back in 
the water.

“Being in the water is where I’m sup-
posed to be,” Nahale said. 

On top of the mind-body healing it pro-
vides, she also used swimming as a way to 
recover from her surgeries.

“Being in the water, there’s no impact. So 
trying to retrain my pectoral muscles, espe-
cially for push-ups, sit-ups and just to pass 
the (Army Physical Fitness Test) that helped 
a lot because the pain was a little less than 
actual push-ups,” Nahale said. “I could build 
up slowly and not further injure my muscles 
than just doing push-ups right away.” 

It is that experience using swimming as 
a recovery tool that she hopes to share with 
others during the games.

“My take home from the DOD Warrior 
Games 2015 is being around the Soldiers 
and being able to help them in their recov-
ery and healing,” Nahale said. “Being an 
athlete with the Warrior Care and Transition 
Program, allows me to be around Soldiers – 
being here I can relate to other Soldiers and 
service members from the other branches, 
and where we are in our recovery process, 
what helps us heal and how we can help oth-
ers.”

By Flavia Hulsey
Western Regional Medical Command
Public Affairs

Army Reserve Sgt. Kawaiola Nahale, assigned to 311th Signal Command, Fort Shafter, Hawaii, poses for 
a photo after training for the 2015 Department of Defense Warrior Games on Fort Belvoir, Va., June 7.
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Warrior Games help Soldier cope with cancer
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