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1064th TAOG Soldiers return home

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Tears of joy, kisses and hugs from fam-
ily members and friends welcomed home
Soldiers of the 164th Theater Airfield Op-
erations Group who returned from a nearly
nine-month deployment Feb. 10.

Seven Soldiers of the Special Repair Ac-
tivity 23, 597th Maintenance Detachment,
164th TAOG, returned home after provid-
ing sustainment and maintenance of air
traffic control equipment while deployed
to various stations in Kuwait and Afghani-
stan, said Sgt. 1st Class James Kennedy Jr.,
SRA 23 NCO in charge.

“We provided training and expertise be-
cause a lot of the units that we have over
there right now are National Guard, so they
didn’t get the opportunity to do so back
home, so we were able to get in with them
and train up with them,” he said. “Once we
hit the ground, we were able to get into their
systems, elbow deep, and repair them.”

This was Kennedy’s second deployment
and he said the time away from family
doesn’t get any better with more experi-
ence.

“It’s horrible to be away from the fam-

ily — you’ve got to stay busy,” he said.
“Luckily, they did have Wi-Fi over there,
so we were able to (video chat) with our
families.

“You wake up a little early and (video
chat) with them a little bit before they go to
bed, or stay up a little later and (video chat)
with them while the kids are at school,” he
said, “and we would just talk about grades
or homework,” anything to keep the nor-
malcy going.

That sense of normalcy was important in
keeping families strong during the deploy-
ment, said Amanda Murphy, spouse of Sgt.
William Murphy of the unit.

“My husband and | (video chatted) ev-
ery single day,” she said. “We got to have
a lot of face time and a lot of weird con-
versations to try and catch up, and try and
include him in our everyday life to make
it so he’s still here. Just because he’s gone
doesn’t mean he’s detached from our fam-
ily — he was still very much involved.”

Her children, Abigail, 9, and Kasey, 7,
got to talk with their father as often as pos-
sible on weekends, but because of their
schedules with school, it was oftentimes

SEE 164TH TAOG, PAGE A5

By Capt. Matthew Brown
U.S. Army Aviation Center
of Excellence

Directorate of Training
and Doctrine

Today’s Army Aviation leaders can
augment the training process with in-
novative training techniques and live,
virtual, constructive, gaming, and mis-
sion command technologies.

The adage “train the way we fight”
requires leveraging the full spectrum
of training enablers to allow Aviation
leaders and their formations to prog-
ress through increasingly complex
scenarios, all while replicating an op-
erational environment. From individu-
al crew training through company and
higher combined arms collective train-
ing, Aviation leaders integrate LVCG-
MC technologies towards tough, real-
istic Aviation training.

Maj. Beau Tibbitts, doctrine branch
chief at the Directorate of Training
and Doctrine, said training enablers
are essential to maintain readiness to
be able to employ Aviation maneuver
forces throughout the range of military
operations.

“LVCG-MC is a critical tool that
allows leaders to evaluate and assess
training on a consistent basis in order
to determine the readiness of their Sol-
diers and the unit’s ability to conducts
its mission essential tasks,” said Tib-
bitts.
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Students from the NCO Academy train in the Universal Mission Simulator.

Advancements
provide innovative,
realistic training

Currently employed simulation ca-
pabilities such as Virtual Battlespace
3, the Universal Mission Simulator
used for Unmanned Aircraft Systems
mission training, and the Aviation
Combined Arms Tactical Trainer used
for aircrew mission training assist in
providing a realistic Decisive Action
Training Environment for Soldiers to
exercise their battle drills and leaders
to exercise mission command.

Such enablers expand the scope and
build upon training modules to de-
liver advanced, realistic training in a
peacetime environment. They allow
a tailorable user experience and rap-
idly facilitate a training environment
at a fraction of the cost and time re-
quired to employ aircraft and opposing
forces.

CW3 Christopher Renaud, doctrine
writer and UAS subject matter expert
atthe DOTD, said simulations are piv-
otal for meeting currency requirements
and maintaining proficiency in critical
wartime tasks.

“The UMS allows us to execute in-
dividual and collective tasks, such as
scenario-based gunnery training that
can fulfill UAS gunnery requirements
up to Table V,” said Renaud. “Flight
hours logged in the UMS also contrib-
ute to some of our semiannual flight
hour requirements.”

Additionally, the Army is working

SEE TRAINING, PAGE A5
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Amanda Murphy, military spouse, welcomes her husband, Sgt. William Murphy, home during a rede-

ployment ceremony at Knox Army Airfield Feh. 10.

By Lisa Eichhorn
Fort Rucker Public Affairs Officer

Fort Rucker is set to host a community lis-
tening session Monday, Feb. 23, in the post
theater from 6-8 p.m.

The intent of the listening session is to re-
ceive public comments on Army end strength
reductions currently under consideration at
the Department of the Army level.

These sessions are taking place at 30 in-
stallations around the Army to allow com-
munities the opportunity to express their
opinions on the potential reductions in force
structure. The listening session is open to the
public. Local mayors, Congressional repre-
sentatives, governors or their representatives
and senior military leaders are expected to
attend.

During the session, leaders will address
the Army’s reorganization of its force struc-
ture to meet the requirements set by the
Budget Control Act of 2011. Potential force
structure scenarios project the Army’s end
strength could shrink below 490,000 by
the year 2020. Aviation, the most requested
combat enabler, will stand to lose Soldiers
along with the rest of the Army.

“The Army officials are coming to lis-
ten and take the community input back to
Congress. They are our liaison; they are
not here to look for cuts. Their job is to en-
sure the voice of the Wiregrass is heard and
documented,” said Col. Robert Doerer, U.S.
Army Aviation Center of Excellence and
Fort Rucker chief of staff. “The community
input will give them a better picture on what
training less Aviation Soldiers would mean
to this area, our Army and our nation’s secu-
rity missions.”

People planning to attend should ensure
they give themselves plenty of time to get
through the gates as a large turnout is ex-
pected. If the theater reaches capacity, over-
flow will be directed to Aviators Landing, in
the main ballroom. The event will be lives-
treamed through the Fort Rucker website at
www.rucker.army.mil.

Anyone wishing to comment but who
are not able to attend in person can do so
through the Fort Rucker Facebook site (on
Monday evening) or by sending an email
to the webmaster email address on the Fort
Rucker website homepage. All will be com-
piled and added to the comments gathered in
the open session.

MILITARY SAVES WEEK

Savings Rey to sound finances

From Staff Reports
Army Flier

Proper planning can help ensure a
sound financial future for Soldiers and
their families and wealth of information
will be available through various vendors
during Military Saves Week Feb. 23-28.

Mike Burden, Army Community Ser-
vice accredited financial counselor, and
other financial counselors and financial
institution representatives on post have
prepared material to help interested in-
dividuals save money and prepare for
retirement.

“We like to do outreach and informa-
tion tables during Military Saves Week,”
he said. “In conjunction with the Army
Aviation Center Credit Union and Armed
Forces Bank, we will set up a table to
help reach as many people as possible
Feb. 27 in the atrium of the Soldier Ser-
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vice Center (Bldg. 5700).

“We want to educate military Families
about how they can save and spend their
money wiser,” he added. “We provide in-
formation about the program and answer
financial questions. It is also an oppor-
tunity to set up appointments if people
wish to get further information about
saving and finances in general.”

The tables are manned by financial
counselors and bank representatives with

SEE SAVINGS, PAGE A5
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PERSPECTIVE

By Army Criminal Investigation
Command
Public Affairs

QUANTICO, Va. — Special Agents from
the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Com-
mand, commonly known as CID, continue to
warn Internet users worldwide about cyber
criminals involved in an online crime that
CID has dubbed the romance scam.

CID special agents have received numer-
ous reports from victims located around the
world regarding various scams of persons
impersonating U.S. Soldiers online. Victims
are usually unsuspecting women, 30 to 55
years old, who believe they are romantically
involved with an American Soldier, yet are
being exploited and ultimately robbed, by
perpetrators who strike from thousands of
miles away.

“We cannot stress enough that people
need to stop sending money to persons they
meet on the Internet and claim to be in the
U.S. military,” said Chris Grey, Army CID’s
spokesman. “It is very troubling to hear these
stories over and over again of people who
have sent thousands of dollars to someone
they have never met and sometimes have
never even spoken to on the phone.”

The majority of the romance scams are be-
ing perpetrated on social media and dating-
type websites where unsuspecting females
are the main target.

The criminals are pretending to be U.S. ser-
vicemen, routinely serving in a combat zone.
The perpetrators will often take the true rank
and name of a U.S. Soldier who is honorably
serving his country somewhere in the world,
or has previously served and been honorably
discharged, then marry that up with some
photographs of a Soldier off the Internet, and
then build a false identity to begin prowling
the Internet for victims.

The scams often involve carefully worded
romantic requests for money from the victim
to purchase special laptop computers, inter-
national telephones, military leave papers and
transportation fees to be used by the fictitious
“deployed Soldier so their false relationship
can continue. The scams include asking the
victim to send money;, often thousands of dol-
lars at a time, to a third party address.

Once victims are hooked, the criminals
continue their ruse.

“We’ve even seen instances where the per-
petrators are asking the victims for money
to purchase leave papers from the Army,
help pay for medical expenses from combat
wounds or help pay for their flight home so
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they can leave the war zone,” said Grey.

These scams are outright theft and are a
grave misrepresentation of the U.S. Army
and the tremendous amount of support pro-
grams and mechanisms that exist for Soldiers
today, especially those serving overseas, said
Grey.

Along with the romance-type scams, CID
has received complaints from citizens world-
wide that they have been the victims of other
types of scams — once again where a cyber
crook is impersonating a U.S. service mem-
ber.

One version usually involves the sale of
a vehicle where the service member claims
to be living overseas and has to quickly sell
their vehicle because they are being sent to
another duty station. After sending bogus
information regarding the vehicle, the seller
requests the buyer do a wire transfer to a third
party to complete the purchase. When in real-
ity, the entire exchange is a ruse for the crook
to get the wire transfer and leave the buyer
high and dry, with no vehicle.

Army CID continues to warn people to be
very suspicious if they begin a relationship
on the Internet with someone claiming to be
an American Soldier and within a matter of
weeks, the alleged Soldier is asking for mon-
ey, as well as discussing marriage.

The majority of these scams have a distinct
pattern to them, explained Grey.

The perpetrators often tell the victims that
their units do not have telephones or they
are not allowed to make calls or they need
money to “help keep the Army Internet run-
ning.” They often say they are widowers and
raising a young child on their own to pull on
the heartstrings of their victims.

“We’ve even seen where the criminals said

that the Army won’t allow the Soldier to ac-
cess their personal bank accounts or credit
cards,” said Grey.

All lies, according to CID officials.

“These perpetrators, often from other
countries, most notably from west Afri-
can countries, are good at what they do and
quite familiar with American culture, but the
claims about the Army and its regulations are
ridiculous,” said Grey.

The Army reports that numerous very se-
nior officers and enlisted Soldiers throughout
the Army have had their identities stolen to
be used in these scams.

To date, there have been no reports to
Army CID indicating any U.S. service mem-
bers have suffered any financial loss as a re-
sult of these attacks. Photographs and actual
names of U.S. service members have been
the only thing utilized. On the contrary, the
victims have lost thousands.

One victim revealed that she had sent more
than $60,000 to the scammer. Another victim
from Great Britain told CID officials that
over the course of a year, she had sent more
than $75,000 to the con artists.

“The criminals are preying on the emo-
tions and patriotism of their victims,” added
Grey.

The U.S. has established numerous task
force organizations to deal with this and oth-
er growing issues; unfortunately, the people
committing these scams are using untrace-
able email addresses on Gmail, Yahoo, Hot-
mail, etc., routing accounts through numer-
ous locations around the world, and utilizing
pay-per-hour Internet cyber cafes, which of-
ten times maintain no accountability of use.
The ability of law enforcement to identify
these perpetrators is very limited, so individ-
uals must stay on the alert and be personally
responsible to protect themselves.

“Another critical issue is we don’t want
victims who do not report this crime walking
away and thinking that a U.S. serviceman has
ripped them off when in fact that serviceman
is honorably serving his country and often
not even aware that his pictures or identity
have been stolen,” said Grey.

What to look for

» Don’t ever send money. Be extremely
suspicious if you are asked for money
for transportation costs, communication
fees or marriage processing and medical
fees.

« Carefully check out the stories you are
being told. If it sounds suspicious, there
is a reason, it’s routinely false — trust

your instincts.

« If you do start an Internet-based rela-
tionship with someone, check them out,
research what they are telling you with
someone who would know, such as a
current or former service member.

 Be very suspicious if you never get to
actually speak with the person on the
phone or are told you cannot write or re-
ceive letters in the mail. Servicemen and
women serving overseas will often have
an APO or FPO mailing address. Internet
or not, service members always appreci-
ate a letter in the mail.

* Military members have an email address
that end in “.mil.” If the person you are
speaking with cannot sent you at least
one email from a “.mil” (that will be the
very last part of the address and nothing
after), then there is a high probability
they are not in the military.

» Many of the negative claims made about
the military, and the supposed lack of
support and services provided to troops
overseas are far from reality — check the
facts.

* Be very suspicious if you are asked to
send money or ship property to a third
party or company. Often times the com-
pany exists, but has no idea or is not a
part of the scam.

 Be aware of common spelling, grammat-
ical or language errors in the emails.

» Be cognizant of foreign and regional
accents that do not match the person’s
story.

Where to get help

* Report the theft to the Internet Crime
Complaint Center (FBI-NW3C Partner-
ship) at http://www.ic3.gov/default.aspx.

* Report the theft to the Federal Trade
Commission at  http://www.ftc.gov/
idtheft. Your report helps law enforce-
ment officials across the United States in
their investigations.

 Report the theft by phone at 1-877-ID-
THEFT (438-4338) or TTY, 1-866-653-
4261.

* Report the theft by mail at the following
address.
Identity Theft Clearinghouse
Federal Trade Commission
Washington, DC 20580

* Report the fraud by email to the Federal
Trade Commission on Nigerian Scams
via at spam@uce.gov.

For more information on CID, visit www.

cid.army.mil.

Sherry Barnes,
military spouse

“Just put a little away per
paycheck into a savings

‘ ‘ Military Saves Week is Feb. 23-28. What tips do
you suggest for saving a little for a rainy day
when budgets already tend to be tight? 99y

Jennifer Dores, John Lindor, Dominique Jordan, Carolyn Harper,
military spouse retired military military family member military spouse

“Set up a little change jar

“Think about what it is

“Try not to spend money

“I set up my bank account
to automatically withdraw

in your home and throw

you’re spending your mon-

on things you don’t need. Set

account.” your change in it when you ey on and evaluate what is up a budget and follow it” a certain amount when the
get home. It adds up quick- necessary and what isn’t” paychecks go in, that way
er than you think.” we don’t forget to have a
savings plan.”
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2oth secretary of defense takes office

By Cheryl Pellerin
Department of Defense News

WASHINGTON - Ash Carter
became the 25th secretary of
defense Tuesday after having
served previously as deputy de-
fense secretary, defense acquisi-
tion chief and assistant secretary
for global strategic affairs.

When President Barack Obama
nominated Carter for the position
— calling Carter an innovator and
a reformer who knows the De-
fense Department inside and out
— the president said, “On Day 1,
he’s going to hit the ground run-
ning.”

At his Feb. 4 Senate Armed
Services Committee confirma-
tion hearing, Carter described
the work that lies ahead for him
and the department.

“I think we are in a time,” he
told the Senate panel, “where the
number and severity of risks is
something I’ve not seen before
in my life.”

Risks to the nation

For Carter, the job will include
dealing with coalition responsi-
bilities in Afghanistan and Iraq,
and what he described as “the
malignant and savage terrorism”
emanating from turmoil in the
Middle East and north Africa.

He’ll also take on what has
become a reversion to what he’s
called old-style security thinking
in parts of Europe, long-standing
tensions and rapid changes in
Asia, a continuing imperative to
counter the spread of weapons of
mass destruction, and dangers in
new domains such as cyber.

Carter’s own expertise, experi-
ence, travels and interests in de-
fense and national security have
prepared him precisely to deal
with these challenges and more.

Defense Tuesday.

As former U.S. Sen. Joe Lie-
berman said in introductory re-
marks during Carter’s hearing,
“It would really be hard to find
someone to serve as secretary of
defense who combines as much
practical Pentagon experience
with so deep a background in
national security policy as Ash
Carter.”

Issues and allies in NATO
Over his career, Carter has
developed important relation-
ships among military and foreign
policy leaders of U.S. partners
and allies in NATO. In 2013, as
part of an expert panel at the 49th
annual Munich Security Confer-
ence, Carter explored DOD’s
strategic approach to 21st-cen-
tury threats for an audience of
international foreign and defense
ministers and security policy of-
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Incoming Secretary of Defense Ash Carter arrives at the Pentagon to assume duties as the newly appointed Secretary of

ficials.

“I think our strength in Europe
is our alliance with NATO and
the political solidarity that rep-
resents, which is very important
when it comes to the Baltic states
and the response in Ukraine,”
he said during his confirmation
hearing.

Carter told members of the
Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee that economic and political
pressure on Russia and President
Vladimir Putin has to remain
the center of gravity in the U.S.
effort to push back against the
incursion of Russian troops into
Ukraine.

Budapest Memorandum
Carter was present and in-
volved in the 1994 signing in
Hungary of the Budapest Memo-
randum on Security Assurances.

In the diplomatic document
signed there by Ukraine, Russia,
the United States and the United
Kingdom, Ukraine agreed to
remove all Soviet-era nuclear
weapons from its territory, send
them to Russian disarmament
facilities and sign the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty, all of
which it did.

Russia, the United States and
the United Kingdom agreed to
accept Ukraine as an indepen-
dent sovereign state.

“I was in Ukraine the day
the last nuclear weapon rode
across the border from Ukraine
into Russia,” Carter said. “That
agreement provided for Russia to
respect the territorial integrity of
Ukraine, which it obviously has
not done.”

In that agreement, the United
States took on a commitment not

only to respect, but also to as-
sure, “the ability of Ukraine to
find its own way as an indepen-
dent country,” he added. “That is
at stake today.”

Finishing the job in Afghani-
stan

Warfighters’ needs — for weap-
ons, equipment, training and
more — were a driving force in
Carter’s nine official trips to
Afghanistan during the Interna-
tional Security Assistance Force
combat mission there.

Carter spent some of his last
days as deputy defense secretary
in Afghanistan over the Thanks-
giving holiday in 2013. On
Thanksgiving Day, after meeting
with U.S. and Afghan military
leaders, and shaking hands with
150 troops at Forward Operat-
ing Base Gamberi in eastern Af-
ghanistan’s Laghman province,
Carter and his wife, Stephanie,
got behind the dining facility’s
steam tables and happily served
turkey to the men and women in
uniform.

A champion for troops

At several stops, Carter was
honored as a champion for troops
in moving the Pentagon acquisi-
tion process beyond bureaucracy
and into the life-saving business
with a range of tools produced in
a timely way.

These included mine-resistant,
ambush-protected vehicles; un-
manned aircraft systems; coun-
ter-roadside-bomb  equipment;
persistent surveillance by way of
the aerostat, or an immobile bal-
loon-type structure filled with a
lifting gas —what Carter called “a
poor man’s Predator unmanned
vehicle” -- and medical advances
produced during the long wars in

SEE SECDEF, PAGE A4

Education fair helps Soldiers, families reach goals

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

A college education is becoming more
and more necessary for people to pursue
careers outside military life, and the Fort
Rucker Education Center showed how it
can help Soldiers and family members
achieve their higher education goals at its
Spring Education Fair Feb. 11.

The fair was part of the Soldier for Life
program, said Randy McNally, education
service specialist for the Fort Rucker Edu-
cation Center.

“What we’ve done is brought all the
educational academic institutions, along
with Veterans Affairs, in support of bring-
ing the message out here to the Fort Ruck-
er community about education, education
programs and to support actual physical
education facility offerings,” he said. “We
want to get out to the community in sort of
a face-to-face communication.”

The education center works together
with the Soldier for Life program, the
Army Continuing Education Systems and
Veterans Affairs to support Soldiers and
their families, not only for transition into
civilian life, but throughout their military
experience.

“The Soldier for Life program, which
entails it all, is just that,” said McNally.
“It’s from the beginning of their military

career to the time that they leave the mili-
tary and beyond, and our programs are set
up in that aspect — it’s not a one-time shot,
it’s a life-long support system.”

McNally said a support system like that
is important because different Soldiers
have different career focuses. Some might
come into the military to finish out their
four years for their one enlistment to get
their education benefits and then move
on to something else, and some decide to
make it a full career.

McNally said the education center ex-
ists to help both types.

“We still need to support them in which-
ever aspect they’re trying to reach,” he
said. “Whether they’re trying to reach that
civilian goal or if they’re trying to reach
that military goal, we need to be able to
work with them hand-in-hand in order for
that to happen.”

There are many ways that the education
center and the Soldier for Life program
helps Soldiers, such as through the active-
duty Army Tuition Assistance Program,
which allows assistance for up 16-semes-
ter hours per fiscal year with a cap of $250
per semester hour. Other options Soldiers
and family members have is through the
VA, the Montgomery Gl Bill and the Post
9/11 GI Bill.

“We assist with the transferability of
(the GI Bills) from the service members

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Staff Sgt. Eric Ruffin, 1st Battalion, 58th Aviation Regiment (Airfield Operations), speaks with Randy
McNally, education service specialist for the Fort Rucker Education Center, during the Spring Education

Fair at Bldg. 5700 Feb. 11.

to the family members, and there are also
many scholarship programs out there for
family members,” said McNally.

The education center also performs per-
sonality trait assessment, which helps to
orient a person toward the career or aca-
demic goals he or she hopes to achieve.

“We really look at giving them a foun-
dation so that they can build on it because

we want them to achieve their degrees,
achieve their goals and not fall short of
them because of lack of support,” said the
education specialist. “At the education
center it’s about the whole Soldier and the
whole community.”

For  more information, email
randy.a.mcnally.civ@mail.mil or call 255-
2925.

AER kickoff

The Army Emergency Relief fundraising
campaign kickoff event is scheduled for March
4from 2-3 p.m. inthe U.S. Army Aviation Mu-
seum. For more information, call 255-2341.

Heritage month events
Fort Rucker’s African-American Black His-
tory Month celebration events are scheduled
throughout February.
* Today — Educational field research trip to
the George W. Carver Interpretive Center
in Dothan from 9:45am. to 1 p.m.
 \Wednesday — Luncheon with Dothan
Mayor Mike Schmitz as guest speaker.
For more information, call 255-2951.

AER scholarship applications

Army Emergency Relief is running its
scholarship application period through May
1. AER supports both the Spouse Scholar-
ship Program, as well as the Maj. Gen. James
Ursano Scholarship Program for dependent
children. In 2014, 47 children’s scholarships
totaling $105,400 and 18 spouses’ scholar-

ships totaling $25,250 were awarded in the
Fort Rucker area. Scholarship specifics and
applications are available on AER’s website at
www.aerhg.org.

For more information, call 255-2341.

Thrift shop

The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open
Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 am. to 2 p.m.
The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted items.
People can drop off donations at any time in
the shed behind the shop (former Armed Forc-
es Bank building) located in front of the theater
next door to the bowling alley. Donations are
tax deductible.

For more information, call 255-9595.

\olunteers needed

Lyster Army Health Clinic is looking for
volunteers to drive patients to and from the
parking lot in its golf cart. The golf cart was
donated in 2011 by the mayor of Dothan after
a retiree noticed that patients often needed as-
sistance when walking to and from the clinic
parking lot. Those interested in volunteering

can call Capt. Brian Turner at 255-7245.

TRICARE Nurse Advice Line

Lyster Army Health Clinic uses the TRI-
CARE Nurse Advice Line for all after-hours
urgent care questions. Call 1-800-TRICARE
(874-2273) to speak with a nurse 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

Marriage 101

Marriage 101, a premarital seminar and
training, will be held on the second and fourth
Tuesdays and Wednesdays of each month
from 1:30-4:30 p.m. at the Spiritual Life Cen-
ter, Bldg. 8939. Marriage 101 is mandatory for
those wishing to get married at Fort Rucker,
according to Chaplain (Capt.) Troy D. Allan.

For more information, call 255-3447 or 255-
3903.

ID card appointment system

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from
7:45 am. to 3:45 p.m., the ID card service,
located in Bldg. 5700, is available to people
by appointment only to better serve the com-

munity and alleviate some of the long waits
that people experience when getting their 1D
cards, according to military personnel division
officials. If necessary, people will still be able
to get their 1D cards as a walk-in customer on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:45 am. to
3:45p.m.

To make an appointment, people can visit
https://rapids-appointments.dmdc.osd.mil/ap-
pointment/building.aspx?Buildingld=876.

When visiting the website, people can
choose their desired appointment date by look-
ing at the calendar that is available on the site.
Days shown in green mean there are appoint-
ments available for the day, and days shown in
grey mean there are no appointments available
for the day.

People need only to select their desired ap-
pointment day, the time they wish for their
appointment, and then fill out the necessary
information on the screen. After their informa-
tion has been submitted, a confirmation email
should be sent to the address provided to con-
firm the appointment.

For more information, call 255-2182.
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SecDef: Conference discusses path ahead

Continued from Page A3

Iraq and Afghanistan.

“The campaign in Afghanistan has been
close to my heart for all the time that I’ve
been associated with the Department of
Defense,” he said during his confirmation
hearing.

“| think success is possible there, but ...
requires the United States to continue its
campaign and finish the job,” he added,
noting that he supports the president’s
plan for Afghanistan but will recommend
changes if he sees a need for them.

In the Middle East region, Carter told
the Senate panel, “I think we have two im-
mediate, substantial dangers — one is [the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, or
ISIL, and one is Iran,” he said.

A serious complication

Carter called Iran’s role a “serious com-
plication” in the region and in the coalition
fight against ISIL being waged in Iraq and
stretching across the border into Syria.

During his hearing, in answer to a ques-
tion about reports of Iran’s recent use of a
two-stage rocket to place another satellite
in orbit, Carter said continued Iranian de-
velopment of ballistic missile technology
is “a threat not only to the United States
but friends and allies in the region, and it’s
just one of the things Iran is doing that is
dangerous.”

“That’s one of the reasons why we need
to keep our missile defenses and especially
our (intercontinental ballistic missile) de-
fenses current, capable and large enough
in size to deal with both the prospective
Iranian threat and the also very real North
Korean ICBM threat,” Carter explained.

On the international fight against ISIL,
Carter said that regional partners in the
fight will help the United States make sure
the defeat inflicted on ISIL is lasting, and
that it keeps ISIL from creating breeding
grounds for its “malignant and vicious
kind of terrorism.” U.S. involvement is
essential and necessary, he added, but not
sufficient by itself for lasting victory.

Rebalance to the Asia-Pacific Region

During his Jan. 20 State of the Union
address, Obama said the United States is
modernizing alliances in the Asia-Pacific
region while making sure other nations
play by the rules in how they trade, re-
solve maritime disputes and work to meet
common international challenges like
nonproliferation and disaster relief.

A big part of the transition is the mili-
tary rebalance to the region, where Carter
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traveled extensively as deputy secretary to
explain the rebalance and to reassure po-
litical and military leaders there that bud-
get cuts would not affect the U.S. com-
mitment.

In 2013, a March trip to Asia included
visits to defense and government officials
in Japan, South Korea, Indonesia and the
Philippines. In Indonesia, as part of an
international panel at the third Jakarta
International Defense Dialogue, Carter
said the United States is serious about its
commitment to the region and detailed el-
ements in motion of a rebalance called for
in the department’s 2012 Defense Strate-
gic Guidance.

Keeping peace and stability

Carter called the rebalance a commit-
ment to continue the pivotal American
military role in the Asia-Pacific theater,
a presence that for decades has kept
peace and stability there, and created
an environment for explosive economic
growth.

At his confirmation hearing, Carter said
the United States could rebalance to the
Asia-Pacific region while keeping its com-
mitments in the Middle East and Europe.

“My view is that we can and must,” he
added. Though ISIL and events in Ukraine
are critically important and require much
attention, “we have to remember that half
the population of the world and half its
economy is in [the Asia-Pacific] region,”
he said.

Multilaterally, Carter has said, DOD
recognizes the importance of strengthen-
ing regional institutions such as the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations, which
plays a critical role in maintaining region-
al stability and resolving disputes through
diplomacy.

Importance of south Asia

The rebalance is a transition not only
to the Asia-Pacific but within the region,
Carter told the Senate panel. As former
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel’s deputy,
Carter’s portfolio included serving as the
department’s point man in defense rela-
tions with India.

“India is, in my view, destined to be a
strategic partner of the United States,”
Carter said, characterizing the nation as
a large democracy that shares many U.S.
political values and the values of plural-
ism.

“l think that destiny will bring us to-
gether, but I’'m for hastening that,” he
added, with collaborative efforts in mili-
tary-to-military relations and defense and
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technology cooperation.

For all their economic relations, India
and every other country in south Asia de-
pend on peaceful relations and trade with
one another, Carter observed at the time.

“The top priority of all those govern-
ments, they’ll tell you, is economic pros-
perity,” he added, “and that can’t be had
without security within their borders and
with their neighbors with whom they have
to trade.”

Very newest in technology

One tenet of the 2012 defense strategy
was to pursue the very newest in technol-
ogy and operational art, Carter said many
times in his role as deputy defense secre-
tary.

“Investments in this area target special
operations forces, capabilities in space
and in intelligence, surveillance and re-
connaissance, and cyberspace,” he said.

In 2012, during a keynote address to par-
ticipants at the annual RSA Conference on
cryptography and information security in
San Francisco, Carter said DOD is deeply
involved in and committed to cybersecu-
rity and the department’s responsibility to
defend the nation.

“That explains, for us — and in this |
speak for (the defense secretary and the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff] and
other department leadership — our real
sense of urgency about cyber and our will-
ingness, indeed eagerness, to be a leading
part of, where appropriate, the march to
cybersecurity that we’re all just begin-
ning.”

Urgency about cyberspace

On cyberspace, Carter said during his
confirmation hearing that the federal gov-
ernment has a role in protecting the coun-
try from cyberattacks in the same way it
has a role in protecting the country from
other kinds of attacks.

“| think (the government) can do a lot
more to exercise that responsibility with-
out causing concerns over invasions of
people’s privacy,” he added.

The government can share informa-
tion and knowledge it has collected about
threats to private networks with those pri-
vate parties, for example, if proper legal
safeguards are provided, Carter said. And
these have less to do with privacy than
they do with things such as antitrust and
other important legal aspects, he added.

“l think the government can sponsor

NATIONAL GUARD':: c
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and conduct [research and development]
that improves the tradecraft in network
defense for the good of the country,” he
said. “So | think there’s a lot we can do,
and we’re not anywhere near where we
should be as a country.”

21st-century defense strategy

Carter often characterized as a strate-
gic crossroads the department’s transition
from wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to a
renewed political and economic focus on
the Asia-Pacific region, and the need to
absorb defense budget reductions.

“These two great historical currents are
coming together,” Carter said in 2013,
“and it’s my view that they can, if man-
aged properly, reinforce one another.”

During a November 2013 address on
national security leadership in Annapolis,
Maryland, Carter detailed for 250 U.S.
Naval Academy midshipmen the strategic
tasks facing the Defense Department as
the 21st century unfolds.

One of these was to maintain a techno-
logical edge over U.S. adversaries, and
Carter —who holds a doctorate in theoreti-
cal physics from Oxford University, where
he was a Rhodes Scholar — said maintain-
ing a technological edge over competitors
is the surest way to deter conflict.

Maintaining a technological edge

The nation, he added, must continue to
invest in technologies that will be essen-
tial to 21st-century defense, and the presi-
dent and the department have focused on
protecting critical investments, even in
times of budget austerity.

DOD is increasing investments in the
cyber domain because of growing threats
to national security and critical infrastruc-
ture, Carter said. In the space domain, the
department is rebalancing its portfolio to
better defend against threats, degrade en-
emy space capabilities and operate in a
contested environment.

The department also is investing in intel-
ligence, surveillance and reconnaissance
and unmanned assets, he said, including
platforms that launch from land and sea,
and operate well above the Earth’s surface
and deep under the sea.

“I would say,” Carter said during his
confirmation hearing, “that the world con-
tinues to pose serious challenges to inter-
national order, and that the United States
is indispensable to the solution of those
challenges.”
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164th TAOG: Families welcome their Soldiers home

Continued from Page Al

difficult. That’s why Murphy came up with a way that her
girls could keep up with their dad at all times.

“We tried to keep a schedule as much as possible and |
created a daddy wall for my girls, which had a little Hum-
vee trail to an end destination, and each week (each girl

would take a turn moving) the Humvee,” she said. “There
were pictures and time zones to where the girls could al-
ways see what time it was where daddy was. I just wanted
to keep us all as connected as much as possible, even with
the distance. That’s what made it the best for us.”

Abigail and Kasey weren’t able to be there to see their
father return, but a special welcome home was planned for

the very next day when he would go to the girls’ schools
to surprise them.

“He said he wanted us each to have our own special mo-
ment that he could share with just us individually,” she
said, adding that the family will be going on a trip together
soon to help reintegrate back into normal life. “I’m just so
ecstatic to have my husband back.”

Training: New tools help safely sharpen operational skills

Continued from Page Al

to integrate UMS with the Auviation
Combined Arms Tactical Trainer and the
Apache Crew Trainer to enable Manned-
Unmanned Teamtraining. Later integration
of this capability in the Integrated Training
Environment will enhance not only
MUM-T, but also collective, multi-echelon
staff training of key personnel tasked to
integrate MUM-T.

Leaders can use any number of simula-

ly to further train for air-ground operations
in support of unified land operations.

The Directorate of Simulations is con-
tinuously identifying new technologies to
enhance training and deliver realistic sce-
narios. It is also introducing students to
technologies to help grow future leaders
who appreciate how to conduct effective
training.

Wade Becnel, deputy director for DOS,
is a proponent for leveraging training en-
hancement technologies.

mounted goggles could be used to intro-
duce virtual reality/augmented reality into
our maintenance training courses or collec-
tive flight training venues,” says Becnel.

DOS efforts to explore potential train-
ing capabilities will help define Aviation
required for the Army’s proposed future
Synthetic Training Environment.

The future of training outside the Army
Force Generating cycle will involve VR/
AR enabling a combination of data-centric
video, 3-D based diagrams, and interactive

ties will allow maintainers as well as other
specialties to visualize the proper process,
components, and tools to execute tasks.
Employing new technologies for train-
ing is only limited by the imagination.
“We need to start thinking about how
Army Aviation can use such tools and
identifying our unique requirements. Our
current work on the Aviation Reconnais-
sance Leaders’ Course will use some of
these tools to support training. Our goal is
to see what we need to define as our future

tion capabilities in concert or independent-

“Tools like the new Oculus Rift head-

multimedia instruction.

These capabili-

training requirements,”

said Becnel.

Savings: Commissary offers discounts for Soldiers, families

Continued from Page Al

pamphlets and helpful informa-
tion. Anyone is allowed to stop
and speak with the representa-
tives at the table, but only mili-
tary personnel and their Families
may utilize the Army Commu-
nity Service financial services.

Burden said that there are
many types of savings accounts
and long-term investments that
many people may not know
about and that stopping at the
table can help clear up any mis-
conceptions.

“People have questions about
their saving — things concern-
ing interest or stocks,” he said.
“Typically, younger people are
not sure about ways to save,
like money market accounts.
Others may just be putting
away a few dollars a paycheck,
which is good. But we might
be able to help them save even
more.”

Since the economic adjust-

ment from 2007, Burden said
that it is wise to save money and
be prepared for future unexpect-
ed expenses.

“For Soldiers, it is not uncom-
mon to have to go on emergency
leave because of an ailing Family
member who lives far away, or,
heaven forbid, they get in some
type of accident. Everyone has
those unexpected emergencies,
and if you have some money put
away it is not as stressful,” he
said.

If people get into the habit of
saving, it is easier to do, said
Burden, adding that people
should pay themselves first and
that the first step is stopping to
talk to a counselor or bank repre-
sentative in the atrium or making
an appointment to speak with a
financial counselor.

The Defense Commissary
Agency is once again helping
to spread the word on respon-
sible financial planning. With its
overall savings of 30 percent or

more, the commissary can help
Soldiers and their families make
the most of every dollar and stick
to a budget.

Commissaries also promote
healthy cooking at home by
hosting cooking demonstrations
and promoting simple meal reci-
pes even the busiest family can
accommodate.

Shopping at the local com-
missary provides many budget-
friendly benefits, according to
DECA officials.

 Savings average 30 percent
or more, produce delivers
savings of 44 percent and
meat averages savings of 32
percent.

« Commissaries offer better-
for-you food choices, includ-
ing organics and a growing
number of “specialty” items,
such as gluten-free alterna-
tives, low sodium, sugar-free
and reduced-calorie prod-
ucts.

 Approximately 400 commis-

sary value brand items in 33
categories offer savings of
about 25 percent when com-
pared to the store brand and
private label items found in
commercial retail stores. In
some instances, savings could
be as much as 50 percent.

Commissaries strongly sup-
port use of coupons for ad-
ditional savings and the com-
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

“Dare to Dream..’

Stop wishing & start living the dream in one of these
beautiful homes! Contact Judy Dunn TODAY!

4088 Goose Hollow Road ~ Geneva * $225,000
It's hard to find -- 2.65 acres, a 3BR/2BA home with over 2,000 SF AND a detached
40x110 building with a 20x30 lean-to on the side. Home features an open floor
plan with sunroom & office AND the detached building has a covered porch, large
entertaining area with fireplace, kitchen, game room, bedroom & bath, storage
rooms, attic storage & a 30x40 workshop with roll up door & tool room.

307 South
Academy ~
Geneva

$249,900

Great price for this
much house, buy now for
built-in equity!!! House
updated while retaining
as much character
as  possible  along
with a new addition of
approximately 775 SF.
Game room (635 SF
large enough for pool
table, bar, game table, etc) & 139 SF office. A new 12x24' porch added off game
room. 5BR with their own BA, master down with bath & large walk-in closet. Lot of
storage throughout house, too many features to list.

605 Robin ~ Enterprise  $124,900
Relax & enjoy life in this easy-care 3BR home convenient to shops, offices, churches,
schools & minutes to Ft Rucker. You can enjoy a spacious living area with bookcases &
wood burning fireplace. Sunroom/bonus room off the dining area & the covered patio
add to the charm of this home. A fenced yard for the children to play, workshop/shed
for projects, 2-car garage, HVAC new in July 2013 & roof approximately 4 yr old. A
delightful home -- schedule your viewing today.

503 North Canal ~ Samson ¢ $163,000

Ready to move? Then see this spick & span 3BR/2BA one-of-a-kind ranch situated
on 4 lots...mare than an acre of space to relax, play & plant a garden. 2 generously
sized living areas, separate dining, eat-in kitchen & sunroom...large enough for family
& friends to gather. Many updates throughout make this well-cared for house the one
you will love to call home.

783 Gopher Ridge Road ~ Samson * $105,000

Fish in your own backyard. Imagine the fun you'll have with a pond just steps from
your 3BR brick ranch home. Bring your rocking chair & watch the kids play from the
inviting, large screen porch. Great area under the covered patio for cook out with
family & friends. Approximately 15 acres (some cleared, some wooded). Great for
all outdoor activities. Large barn, storage shed & play house...your rural retreat.

n.ﬂ_TI-I.ﬂ RTE:
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110 Morris ~ Samsnn * $94,900

Enjoy family gatherings in the shade of the large magnalia, rock the afternoon away
on the screened porch, beautiful landscaped corner lot, house has loads of living area
& entertaining area...living room, family room, separate dining room, breakfast area
& eat-in-kitchen, plus 3BR, bonus room, laundry room with utility sink & large pantry.
Make your appointment today to see this well maintained house. . .priced to sell!

"

476 County Road 555 ~ Enterprise  $397,000

Country roads bring you home to a spacious house on 5.43z acres in Bridlewood...minutes from
town. White vinyl fencing with brick columns frame entrance to home. Perfect for horse lovers or
anyone wanting space inside & outside. Over 3,000 SF of living area with hardwood floors in main
living area, split floor plan, formal dining & eat-in kitchen with pantry & large bonus room. Enjoy
entertaining on the deck overlooking the pool & lighted basketball court. Bring the horses...there
is a barn! Adjoining acreage available: MLS #20141914, MLS #20141913, MLS #20141912

301 Briarwood ~ Enterprise ¢ $84,900

Want to save time? This brick 3BR/2BA house with bonus room is conveniently
located to Ft Rucker, shopping & schools. Ideal for the family with a great fenced
yard. Updates include newer AC unit & flooring. Make this your first home...a great
place to begin.

103 Pinehurst ~ Enterprise  $84,900
Looking for your first home? Then start here with this brick, 3BR house. Interior
recently repainted, hardwood floors, storage/laundry with built-in workbench. Large
lot with room for a garden. Pretty as a picture. .. J—

a great way to begin. s e
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PLUS DETACHED GARAGE

104 EDINBURG ~ $194,900: Don't miss this spectacular 4BR/3.5BA beauty. Ideal for
the Iarge family with a master bedroom on edach floor. Shady front porch, landscaped

yard, 2 living areas & 2 dining areas. Low mainfenance exterior with windows & roof
replaced within the last 5 years, many of the rooms have been freshly painted. Perfect
for the handyman is ¢ large workshop/garage with roll up door & entry door - great for
storage or tinkering on your classic car or sforing your "foys". PAT LEGGETT 406-7653

15.50+ ACRES & HOUSE

320 COUNTY ROAD 101 - JACK ~ $186,900: Horse lovers dream, progeny is
completely fenced with hog wire, with chdin link fence in yard front & back with 5 gates,
sepdrate fenced paddock in front yard with hog wire fence, circular drive, 22x32 bam
with 2 stalls, lean fo extension with Dutch doors, electric & water with inside & outside
lights, 10x20 shed with shelves & ramp. Open floor plan with split bedrooms & den
with fireplace as well as formal living room. Great screened porch with stairs leading to
pool. A MUST SEE! EVELYN HITCH 406-3436

LAKE NICHOLS

181 COUNTY ROAD 680 ~ $259,000: Beaufiful home on 2.3 dcre lot. Huge &
gorgeous screened & covered back patio looks out onto a large wooded backyard,
Current owners have created a nice walking trail through the woods. If country living &
privacy is what you are looking for then this house is perfect! The floor plan is great for
everyday living & entertaining. There's plenty of room for a large family or lots of guests.
The den could easily be used for @ 41H bedroom if needed. Schedule an appeintment to
view this lovely home today. ROBIN FOY 389-4410

4 BEDROOMS - CONVENIENT TO FT RUCKER

279 TRENT ~ $194,000: Great price on 4BR/3BA, so conveniently located to Enterprise
& Ft Rucker. The large 4t bedroom & 3rp bath are split from the other 3 bedrooms
making if the perfect in-law suite or teenager's refreat. Kitchen has oak cabinels, solid
surface countertops, new refrigerator, new microwave hood & a pantry. Lovely Tiffany
-style lighting in the breakfast room. Backyard is private, has a covered patio & storage
shed. BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534

42+ ACRES & HOUSE

2173 COUNTY ROAD 442 ~ KINSTON: Beaufiful 42+ acres farm, 4BR/2.5BA, 2,550+
SF, large blueberry pafch, many pecan frees & other fruit trees, pool, pond, workshop &
shed. Looking for a farm? Must see this. JIMMY JONES 406-1752

Judy Dunn ‘< -

Realtor®

334-301-5656

judydunn@c21regencyrealty.com
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HUNT & FISH ON 400+ ACRES

338 RIVER ROAD: A wildlife lover's draam. 400+ acrss in Barbour County sef up
with the hunterffisherman in mind. Permanent free stands, 9 foot plots, 1 mile Pea
River frontage, a pond, 4 wheeler frails, 30 & 15 year old pings, hardwoads that
have never been cut, a cozy 2BR/1BA house with gas log fireplace, a 2BR/1BA
bunk house, huge bamn with equipment . . . & deer, deer, deer. Turkeys fool Owner
even has minsral feeders set up to halp grow the deer’s anflers! The work has basn
donal Coms snjoyl JAN SAWYER 406-2393

$159,900

717 WEST MAIN ~ CLAYHATCHEE: Great home for large family or mother-in-law
suite. 5BR/3BA with 1.68x acres. JACKIE THOMPSON 406-1231

NEW CONSTRUCTION! 4 BEDROOMS! READY!

504 RIVERWOOD - SOMMER BROOKE ~ $254,900: Ready for nsw family!
New construction. 4BR/2BA, stainless steel appliances, hardwood, carpet, file,
low E windows & sprinkler system. Owner is licensed residential home builder
& REALTOR in the state of Alabama. BILLY COTTER CONSTRUCTION 347-2600
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LLook who’s turned

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER.
REGENCY REALTY, INC.

1s pleased to announce
a new member
of our team
MISTY TORCHIA!
477-8635
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General: Afghan transition trends ‘positive’

By Jim Garamone
Department of Defense News

WASHINGTON - The commander of
U.S. forces in Afghanistan delivered an up-
beat assessment of progress in the nation,
while also acknowledging there is much
that needs to be done.

Army Gen. John F. Campbell told the
Senate Armed Services Committee Feb. 12
that there is a new atmosphere in the Afghan
capital of Kabul, and that Afghan forces
are succeeding in the struggle against the
Taliban and affiliated terror groups.

“Afghanistan, the region, the enemy and
our coalition have undergone tremendous
transition and most of this has been
extraordinarily positive for us,” Campbell
said.

In September, Afghanistan completed
its first peaceful transition of power when

Hamid Karzai
gave way to new
Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani.

“The difference
between the new
national unity
government and
its predecessor is
night and day,”
the general said.
“President Ghani
and (Chief Ex-
ecutive  Officer)
Abdullah embrace
the international community, our coalition
and the Afghan security forces.”

A sign of that was the new president
signing a bilateral security agreement with
the United States and other members of the
Operation Resolute Support coalition.

ARMY PHOTO

Campbell

Campbell sees the new Afghan leader-
ship as providing the opportunity for a
long-lasting strategic partnership with Af-
ghanistan that would benefit the region and
the United States. The Afghan government
remains in transition and Ghani has asked
the United States and NATO for flexibility
moving forward.

“l have provided options for adjusting
our force posture through my chain of
command,” the general said. “The issue is,
how long do we stay engaged at the region-
al level in the transition year of 2015?”

The dynamics in the region are trending
toward greater cooperation and coordina-
tion, Campbell said. The Taliban attack on
a school in Peshawar that killed 132 young
boys galvanized anti-terrorism sentiment
in Pakistan, he said.

“Senior Pakistani officials realized
they could no longer make a distinction

between good and bad terrorists,” Camp-
bell said. “In the wake of the tragedy, the
‘blame game’ between the two countries
has stopped.”

Campbell said he is seeing improve-
ments on the ground in Afghanistan as Af-
ghan and Pakistani soldiers work together
to get at extremist sanctuaries on both sides
of the border.

“While we must temper our expecta-
tions, | remain optimistic that both coun-
tries are working toward a more productive
relationship,” he said.

The Taliban failed to meet any of its ob-
jectives in 2014, Campbell said. The enemy
was under constant pressure from Afghan
forces and lost support from the Afghan
people. They could only hit soft targets that
caused a lot of publicity, but little else, the

SEE POSITIVE, PAGE B4
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Soldiers conduct 1st
overwater hoist training

By Staff Sgt. Sean Everette
25th Infantry Division
Public Affairs

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, Hawaii — In and over
the water of Kaneohe Bay, the men and women of
25th Combat Aviation Brigade made 25th Infantry
Division history recently.

C Company, 3rd Battalion, 25th Aviation
Regiment conducted live overwater hoist training
using an HH-60M Black Hawk helicopter to lift
service members from the water in an aircraft crash
and survival scenario Jan. 28 and 29.

“It’s the first time we’ve done this,” said Capt.
Garrett Kuipers, 4th Forward Support MedEvac
Platoon Section Leader. “It’s very important we’re
out here today. If one of our aircraft goes down,
we now have the ability to come in and extract that
aircrew. It’s making sure that we can get our battle
buddies out and keep them safe.”

As the 25th ID’s area of responsibility covers the
entire Pacific region, it will be a huge benefit to the
Army’s mission here to have units that know how to
perform this kind of rescue operation, he added.

“While we have Coast Guard and Navy assets here
in Hawaii, when we’re operating in an expeditionary
environment in other countries, like during Pacific
Pathways, we don’t always have that ability,”
Kuipers said. “What this training will provide is the
ability for the Army and our aircrews within 25th
CAB to extract personnel out of the water from
a downed aircraft or in some sort of emergency
situation.”

The Aviation water egress trainers at the 3-25th
Avn. Rgt. have been working with CAB Soldiers on
these skills, but it has always been in the pool. Now
the AWETSs and Soldiers can see how that training
has paid off, said Spc. Billy Taylor, a 3-25th Avn.
Rgt. crew chief and AWET instructor.

“We’re actually putting that pool training to the
test to see if they actually learned something,” he
said. “It’s important because you never know what’s
going to happen. At any point in time, we could be
flying over water, and something happens and the
aircraft goes down. If we’re flying a shift of two, the
aircraft behind them already knows what to do. So,
training something like this, it’s new. It’s important
to us, Charlie Company and the Army.”

)

PHOTO BY CAPT. HEBA BULLOCK

An HH-60M Black Hawk helicopter hoist operator looks out
onto Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, where Soldiers from G Company,
3rd Battalion, 25th Aviation Regiment, 25th Combat Aviation
Brigade wait to be lifted out of the water as part of the
overwater live hoist training being conducted by the unit.

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. SEAN EVERETTE

Spe. Billy Taylor, 3rd Battalion, 25th Aviation Regiment, 25th
Combat Aviation Brigade crew chief and AWET instructor,
briefs Soldiers taking part in the overwater live hoist training
on the next portion of the rescue and survival scenario Jan. 28
in the water of Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.

OUT OF AFRICA

PHOTO BY SGT. 1ST CLASS MARY ROSE MITTLESTEADT

Soldiers prepare UH-60 Black Hawks to be loaded onto a ship to redeploy in Buchanan, Liberia, Feh. 10. Deployed as Task Force Iron
Knights, 2-501st Aviation Regiment was the Aviation asset for Joint Forces Command - United Assistance in support of Operation UA. The
Soldiers disassembled the helicopters at the 101st Sustainment Brigade’s Division Support Area near the Port of Buchanan.

6-17th GAV bids farewell to Korea

By Sgt. Jesse Smith
2nd Combat Aviation Brigade
Public Affairs

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Ko-
rea — It’s always hard to say good-
bye. That’s what the 6th Squadron,
17th Cavalry Regiment Soldiers did
when they left on a deployment nine
months ago to South Korea.

They said goodbye to their fami-
lies, friends and their country, and set
off to complete their mission. Now
the nine months is over and they face
a different kind of goodbye.

Lt. Col. Matt Ketchum, a native of
Dallas, Oregon, and the 6-17th Cav.
Rgt. commander, spoke about the
bittersweet end to his unit’s deploy-
ment on the radio show “Talon Talk”
Feb. 5 at the AFN station on Osan Air
Base.

“A nice thing about coming here
to Korea is it provides more training
than back in Alaska,” Ketchum said.

He said that the unit is fully funded
here which allows for more opportu-
nities to train Soldiers.

“Soldiers are able to do the work
they signed up to do,” Ketchum said.

Having rotational units in Korea is
still a relatively new concept he said.
He thinks it is a great idea and he said
it only furthers the 2nd Infantry Di-
vision’s mission to be able to fight
tonight.

“We trained for this as if it was go-
ing to be a full-blown deployment
into Iraq or Afghanistan,” Ketchum
said. “We arrived ready to fight.”

The concept of a rotational unit

PHOTOS BY SGT. JESSE SMITH

Soldiers from the 6th Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade load
machine gun rounds onto an OH-58 Kiowa helicopter Nov. 21 at the Rodriguez Live Fire
Complex in South Korea. The training was part of the last gunnery exercise the unit would

have in Korea.

was a success, and it seemed to only
strengthen and support the armistice
in Korea, he said.

“| think it helps increase the readi-
ness of U.S. forces on the ground,”
Ketchum said.

The squadron was able to par-
ticipate in a wide variety of training
exercises with many units on the Ko-
rean Peninsula wanting to train.

“We were able to conduct live-fire
exercises at the combined, joint and
multi-national levels,” Ketchum said.
“Everyone wants to fly.”

Alot of organizations to include the
8th U.S. Army, the Republic of Korea
Army, the Air Force and the Marines
had units that wanted to come out and

The 6th Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment lined up its OH-58 Kiowa helicopters Jan. 20 inside a

hangar on Camp Humphreys, South Korea. The unit held a ceremony indoors for selected Soldiers
to receive coins from Maj. Gen. Michael H. Shields, U.S. Army Alaska commanding general.

train, he said. “You just had to reach
out to them and make the most of the
training areas here in South Korea.”

The unit’s time here has not been
all work and no play. Its Soldiers have
been able to get out and experience
some of the Korean culture, Ketchum
said. “I have been able to get most of
my Soldiers out to the see the DMZ
(de-militarized zone).”

He said he thinks it is very impor-
tant for Soldiers to be able to see it
while they are here. He has visited
the DMZ twice. Once while stationed
here in 1996 on his first duty assign-
ment and then again on this deploy-
ment.

Some of the Soldiers families were
even able to visit while here on de-
ployment. They were also able to be
immersed in the Korean culture for a
brief time.

Ketchum said he has a lot of advice
for the unit that is replacing his, but
the most important is to “get out and
find other units that want to train. If
you extend to them with open arms,
people will want to help you and train
with you and you can make the most
of this deployment.”

The unit’s deployment has come to
an end, but it has gained so much as a
unit, he said. Its Soldiers will go home
and see their families once again and
they will always be second to none.
“Once a Talon, always a Talon.”
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( S) FINANCIAL ( IM) EMPLOYMENT
Small Automobile THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
TITLE LOAN business. S A OR THE POSITION OF >

Locally owned turn key operation.
In business for 14 yrs. Reasonably priced.
Enterprise area. Serious inquiries only.
334-714-1265 or 334-886-2660

() MERCHANDISE

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED | BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES
CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Weight Watchers: Discover the power of
Weight Watchers meetings with our new cus-
tomized support any way you want it. Check
out our website for a coupon for FREE registra-
tion or $2 off any Weight Watchers product.
Call 800-289-8446 for more information or visit
our website at www.weightwatchersalfl.com.

JEWELRY & WATCHES

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools
West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

Wanted To Buy
Riding Lawn Mowers!!
Wells Lawn Mower -Taylor, AL
-b Call 334-702-9566 4=

PETS & ANIMALS
Boston Terrier Puppies vet checked, w/ health

certificate guarantee, Parents on site .
$350. 850-547-9351 or 850-849-0176

7 FREE Rescued Dogs Shots & fixed
Black Labs, Beagles, Beautiful Pitts - black &
white, Lab mixes, Sm. mixed breeds,
Hound Dog, Great Dane Hound Dog mixed,
Husky mixed & Sheppherd mix 334-791-7312

Puppies For Sale ! Shih-tzu, Chinese Crested,
Mini Dachshund, Japanese Chin/Yorkies,
Teacup-Chihuahua, Chiweenie, Pomeranian.
Adults also available, Yorkies, Malti/Yorkies,
Papappion, Chihuahua & more. 850-573-3486.

S.E. ALABAMA KENNEL CLUB

* Good Manners Obedience,
% Confirmation classes,

$50. for 6 weeks

Rally /Agility Intro. S$75.

= Shots required
Starting March 3rd.

» Call 334-790-6226 or 334-299-3315

or 850-547-2370

~ v
(.) FARMER’'S MARKET

Bahia Seed For Sale

Exc. germination Call: Kendall Cooper
334-703-0978 or 334-775-3749 ext #102

BAHIA SEED for Sale - Good Germ
Call Lee Fenn: 334-621-0573

HORSES & CATTLE

Maddox Farms
= For Sale

Paso Fino Horses
334-791-7312

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

Buying Pine / Hardwood in your area.
No tract too small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber

» 334-389-2003 «

C

Profssonal Business an Senic Gmd
Your future customers are only a phone call away...
advertise today! 334-347-9533 :

Payne’s Lawn Serwce

GRASS CUTTING * EDGING * TRIMMING  YARD CLEANING
We Beat Anyone’s Price!

A ~’|\W¢ -’i\Wr"(\Wf"M AN AN AN N/

Robert Payne 334-475-3179
Licensed & Insured

Cell: 334-447-7527

Water Systems Operator |

Summary: performs daily ground water
well inspections. Ensures treatment
chemical stocks are adequate and
restocks as necessary. Notifies supervisor
of faulty well components. Records date
and time of inspections as well as the
condition of the ground water wells.
Performs the duties of service workers as
assigned. Operates backhoe and
excavator to perform water line
maintenance and repair a s needed.

Requirements: Grade Il Water Certification
or ability to obtain Grade Il certification
with two years of employment; high
school diploma or equivalent and at least
one year of experience in water line
maintenance and repair; valid Alabama
driver’s license; ability to be on-call as
assigned; ability to work nonstandard
hours, overtime, nights and weekends.
Must meet physical standards which
include drug and alcohol testing.

Starting Salary: $10.18/HR

OPENING DATE:
February 10th, 2015
CLOSING DATE:
February 24th, 2015

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,
AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

The Coffee County Commission has
openings for the position:

Roll-Off Department-Operator Il with CDL.
Starting Pay $11.88 per hour.
Demonstrated experience operating
commercial vehicles and a valid Alabama
Commercial Driver's License required.
Knowledge and experience operating roll-
off trucks or refuse trucks, tanker
endorsements, and/or general landfill
experience preferred.

Landfill-Operator Il. Starting Pay 11.04/HR.
Demonstrated experience operating heavy
equipment and a valid Alabama Driver's
License required. Knowledge and
experience operating crawler dozers,
excavators, and articulating dump trucks
preferred.

Benefits include: paid vacation, sick leave,
health insurance, holidays, and State
retirement. Closing date: Feb. 25, 2015.

Please apply at the Alabama Career

Center, Enterprise, AL.
Coffee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

Vehicle/Equipment

Detailer 1
The employee is responsible for the
appearance of all city owned vehicles and
Public Works equipment. Maintains and
ensures the appearance of all job sites.
Responsible for keeping proper
inventories needed to maintain vehicles
and equipment. Performs other some
experience in the area of car maintenance
and detailing and must be able to lift
weight up to 50lbs, as well as perform
heavy manual labor for extended periods
of time.

Starting Salary: $9.09/HR

OPENING DATE:
February 11th, 2015
CLOSING DATE:
February 25th, 2015

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,
AL.M-F,7:30-4:30 EOE

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?

It's simple, call one of our friendly
Classified representatives
and they will be glad to assist you.

EDUCATION
/ & INSTRUCTION

INSTRUCTION & TUTORING

Child Care Director Certification Program
Now Enrolling!!! Must have diploma/GED
12mos. childcare work exp.

Call Mrs. Alaina (334) 200-8400

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

Look ahead to your
future! Start training
for a new career in
Medical Assisting,
Pharmacy Technology,
& HVAC!

Call Fortis College 855-445-3276
For consumer info: visit www.fortis.edu

(3%) RECREATION

ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

Polaris RZR-14 570 Blue Fire , added roof and
windshield, extended warranty available, like
new, less than 200 street hours. $12,000. Call

any time 334-621-0510.

BOATS

2009 Pro-Craft 181 Combo Fish & Ski w/ 2010
Mercury 115 Pro XS. Excellent condition. Lots
of extras $13,000. Call 334-797-7707

2009 Pro-Craft 181 Combo Fish & Ski with
2010 Mercury 115 Pro XS. Excellent condition.
Lots of extras $13,000. Call 334-797-7707

2013 Bennington 22SFX Pontoon Boat 115hp Ya-
maha outboard motor; motor only has 24 hours
on it! Dual axle galvanized trailer. Boat is in
"like new" condition, has been covered and

kept under a barn since purchased new!

Asking only payoff of around $27,000 more or
less. Serious inquiries ONLY! Call 334-379-0880,
leave message.

Procraft 2007 16ft. fiberglass boat, 90hp,
Optimax Mercury motor, garage kept, like new.
Exc. Cond. $10,999. 334-792-7394.

Pro-Line 20.4 Walk, 150
Mercury 2 stroke (300
Hrs), Performance 2 axle
| Aluminum trailer, all 2001,
=~ Cockpit enclosure with
Bimini, Cuddy Cabin,
Radar w/folding arch, Garmin 545s plus addi-
tional electronics, Marine Radio, Satellite
Weather System, stored inside, Clean rig, lots
of extras. Ready for Offshore, Nearshore, Bay
or Lake $12,500. Dothan 334-714-0902

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

Coachman 2008 Blast - Toy Hauler 18ft.
AC/Heat, hot water, refrigerator, microwave,
full self contained, comes with stabilizer hitch,
NADA $7315. Sell for $6500. OBO 334-795-6654.

Jyco 2014 Swift SLX, 16 ft., LIKE NEW,
used 1 times, Stored under pole barn $9500.
850-526-2975 OR 850-557-0230.

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

2011 Georgetown By Forest River, 30ft., 2800
miles, like new w/salellite dish and many ex-
tras, $65,000 OBO 334-232-4194

37 Ft. Class A 1999 Dolphin
Motor home with low mile-
age and in great condi-

§ tion. Has 2 slide outs.

. REDUCED PRICE $22,995 .
¥ Call 334-655-8462 or
334-655-8461 MUST GO !!! Senior owned.

Allegro 2004 31’ class A , Excellent condition.
Ford chasse V-10, 20k mi, new Michelin steer
tires. Has all standard equipment plus, rear
camera, hyd-leveling jacks, solid fiberglass
roof (no leaks) AC/Heat Pump. Garage kept.
$27,500. 334-618-1234

D
FORTI

COLLEGE

Winnebago 1995 Vectra 33 ft. C/H&A, auto lev-
eling, Q-bed, new tires, batteries, frig. 7.5 Onan
generator, lg. awning, lots of storage in & out-
side, micr-convection oven combo, gas stove,
hot water heater, 30 or 50 amp power, all
orignal paper work. $14,000. OBO 334-585-6689

RVS & CAMPERS WANTED

Winnebago 2014 Vista
26HE, V10 gas, 1-slide,
hyd-jacks, 19 ft. electric
awning, rear camera, HD
TV, leather, many extras.
5900 miles, MSRP $87,914.
Will sell for $64,300 334-797-0324

(% TRANSPORTATION

Chevrolet 1987 Silverado , 95k original miles,
AC, loaded, new 350 GM fuel injector engine,
all original and very clean. $12,500. Call 828-
421-0998

GMC 1957 Pickup 100,
Bright Red, restored, 350
| chevy engine, automatic,
vintage air. $16,500

Call 334-805-7769

Karman Ghia 1971 VW
coupe, hunter green,
restoration started, many
new parts, sweet little
car, interior not complete, $4100. 443-536-9110
OR leave message at 334-445-9077.

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

B VW 1971 Super Beetle:
Orange w/black interior.
Auto-Stick Transmission.
Runs great. New tires. New
battery. Nice Bug! Marianna
FL. $3,300. 850-260-2106

AUTOS FOR SALE

2013 Hyundia Elantra, low miles, real nice,
great gas saver, still under warranty. $200
down $245 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-

791-8243
W"E Buick 2001 LaSabre ,
cold AC, good tires, clean
car, 149k miles, $3995
Call 334-792-8018
Chevorlet 2001 Tahoe: 198,600 mileage. Good
condition. Pwr locks, windows, steering. AM/
FM stereo cassette w/CD. Towing capability.
$5000.00 334-475-3180
Cadillac 1992 Coupe Deville: Nice auto that looks
and drives great. No accidents, low mileage.
White with white leather, cold AC. All power.
Owner in Dothan. $3,500 cash. 334-671-3059

Chevrolet 2004 Avalanche , fully loaded, good
condition, royal blue, $9,500 Call 334-347-1208
or 334-498-1160

Chevrolet 2008 Corvette
~ Convertible C-6 with the
3LT package. Silver
w/Cashmere leather, it
has the heads-up display, power seats with
heat, power top, and lots of extras. 38,000
miles. Book value at $36,000 but health forces
sale. Will consider all offers. Call 334-791-5452.

Ford 2003 Ta urus extremely nice, low mile, new
tires & brakes, dealership maintained, will
consider trading for nice truck. $4400. FIRM
334-774-3582.

Honda 2012 Accord, great fuel mileage, real
nice family car, only 14,000 miles and it has a
100,000 mile warranty. $250 down $275 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-8243

Kia 2013 Optima EX: Only
" 32,000 miles, white/tan,
panoramic roof, back-up
camera, heated & cooled
seats, back seats heated as
well, also has the infinity
sound along with Satellite
and HD radio. $20,500. 334-596-0066

-, .4.

Mazda 2008 Grand Touring convertible Miata,
black in color, 6-speed 43K miles,
$14,000. 334-723-5312.

Mini Cooper S 2006 111K miles exc. cond. inside
& out. $7500. firm. 850-573-1695.

Nissan 2009 Sentra, great gas mileage, must
sell! $200 down $199 per month. Call Ron Ellis
334-714-0028.

Nissan 2013 Altima, low miles, Real Nice, Must
Sell! $200 down $269 per month. Call Ron Ellis
334-714-0028.

Toyota 2011 Prius 1- owner, 30,000 miles, silver
in color, 48 mpg, exc. cond. $15,500.
334-774-2216.

Toyota 2011 Tacoma Pre-Runner TRD: 4-door,
step rails, tow package, backup camera and
more. White, 49k miles and adult driven.
Compare at dealer prices of $26K. Price firm.
$22,500 334-803-4120 /Ashford

ﬁ Volkswagen 2001 Cabrio,

; convertible, black in color,
Great starter car!
941-268-4493 (Local)

Volkswagen 2003 Beetle , 5-speed, very clean,
low miles, green in color, $5000. 334-618-1670

VW 2009 Wolfsvurg Jetta, 200 Hp. 6-sp. auto
sunfroof, silver, 4-dr. heated seats, new tires,
30 mpg, exc. wifes car, 75K miles, $12,500.
Shown Sat. 334-790-9178 Headland, AL

MOTORCYCLES

" Ultra Classic Electra Glide
Garaged. Purple/black.
Loaded. Chromed out.

! 14,750 mi. Excellent condi-
tion. $11,500. 334-714-4548

2005 Honda Goldwing

25 GL1800 - Touring Edition,

- 65,962 miles, Excellent

2. cosmetic condition. In
— “ mint mechanical cond.

Speaally badged, 30th Anniversary edition,

No dents or dings, garaged kept, No road rash,

85% tire tread, $12,000 OBO. Call 334-790-3692

i % 2011 Harley Davidson
Superglide Custom,

factory custom
paint/laced wheels,

96 C.I. big twin,

12k miles, fog
lights/windshield/backrest, garage kept,

factory original, showroom quality.

= $12,500 Call 334-598-0061 4=

1.1 Can Am 2014 Spyder RT

9 Limited Motorcycle, fully
loaded, heated grips and
™ seats, 1125 miles, auto-
matic, congac black, GPS,
XM, hand & foot brake,

excellent condition $28,000. Call 334-685-0380

. Harley Davidson 1984
FLHTC Electraglide: 80 ci.
High compression Evolution
engine, S&S carb, 5 speed
transmission. Runs great,
looks good. Dothan, AL. Call
Bill $5500 OBO 334-685-4807
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MOTORCYCLES SPORT UTILITY TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

! Harley Davidson Sporster
2006 XL1200R
racing orange, Vance &
Hines - short shots,
Mustang saddle. 15K
miles, mint condition
$6200. 334-790-4781.

Honda 1998 Valkyrie, 34K miles,

very good condition, new tires, J&M audio with
head sets, black & chrome, new battery,
2-helmets, windshield, sadler bags, back rest &
luggage rack, bike cover, & extra chrome,
asking $6500. 334-790-5768.

Honda 2004 Goldwing Trike , Corvette red
in color, 24,500 miles, very good condition,

Army Flier Classifieds

'-'f Ford 2000 Expedition
| Cold AC, very clean, well
B 1 maintained. 150K miles,

SPORT UTILITY

Toyota 2011 Highlander: 82,500 miles, one
owner, leather heated seats, 3rd row, Bluetooth
and DVD player, fully loaded in great condition
$21,000. 334-791-7945

ey Ty T —

1974 Ford 3,000 Tractor , PS, desk, boxblade,

P=—=—===xfll Nissan 2009 Titan 4x4 LE,

8. red in color, 5.6 liter V-8, 5-sp
__“¥ automatic with tow package,

~ 20" Alloy wheels, factory
f bedliner, leather seats,
350-att, Rockford Fosgate
premium auto system with
6 disc. cd player, 8 speakers including a sub.

power window, seats & rear window, naviga-

tion, adjustable peddles, heated front seats,
moon roof, blue tooth hand free phones sys-
tem, less than 59K miles, $17,500.
334-685-0217 ask for Chuck LOADED!!!!!

WANTED AUTOS

WANTED AUTOS
CALL FOR TOP PRICE

= A
f E 'ﬁ FOR JUNK VEHICLES

1 ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOURTOWING = 334-792-8664

WANTED AUTOS

Got a Clunker
¥ We'llbe your Junker!

o We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

liftbar, bushhog, $5,000 OBO.

$20,000 OBO 334-793-2907. Leave Message
334-687-3422 or 334-695-3976

SCOOTERS & MOPEDS

New Sunny 300CC Motor Scooter, red, only 12
miles, trunk, helmet included, this beauty is a
must see! $4,500. OBO . Call 334-598-8030

SPORT UTILITY

300 AND UP!!
"compact cars not included" 334-714-6285

We buy Wrecked Vehicles

Running or not !
334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Ranger 's 24 Hour Towing

AUTO BODY & RECYCLING
PAYING TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK CARS

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

LIIIIIIIIIIIIIJ

Ford F150 1988 , new tires, very clean,
runs great, red in color $2500.
334-792-5822.

Mazda 1989 B2200 , 5 speed manual, heat & cold
air, runs great! $1,800 OBO. Call 239-207-2020

IT S AS EASY AS 1 -2 -3
1.cCALL 2. PLACE YOURAD 3. GET RESULTS

Jeep 2004 Grand Cherokee, like new, auto, sun
roof, 4.0, new tires, low miles, $4,900.
Call 850-482-7998

Does you
provide
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Let us provide one for you.
Call today to place your ad in
Wiregrass Classified Marketplace.

(334) 347-9533 ¢ (800) 779-2557

A RN
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Aviators help certify Army engineers

By Staff Sgt. Kelly Malone
4th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade
Public Affairs

FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. — “Practice doesn’t
make perfect, but practice makes permanent,” said a 4th
Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, 1st Infantry Division
engineering officer. “So, the more you do it, the better you
are at something. You have to keep doing it so it becomes
perfect.”

Capt. Joel Thompson was speaking about the recently
concluded combined arms breach exercise conducted at
Fort Leonard Wood Jan. 29.

During the exercise, massive pieces of engineering
equipment, support bridges and plows converged on a
simulated hazardous crossing, which required earth-mov-
ing vehicles to displace huge piles of dirt and mud. Ar-
mored tanks took up a wide perimeter for ground security,
firing blank rounds for the full effect of being in a combat
zone.

Helicopters flew overhead, keeping a bird’s eye view on
the enemy, as several small explosions and colored smoke
added to the difficulty of the set task — remove the ob-
stacle and get the troops to the other side.

Soldiers with the 1st Infantry Division traveled from
Fort Riley, Kansas, to provide infantry and armor support,
known as combined maneuver support, for the exercise
devised to certify two units with the 4th MEB’s 5th En-
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Tanks with 3rd AHB, 1st Aviation Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, roll
into the training area while a helicopter with 1st Infantry Division’s 1st
Squadron, 6th Gavalry Regiment, provides aerial security during a 5th
Engineer Battalion-led combined arms breach exercise Jan. 27-29.

gineer Battalion. The 515th Engineer Company and 55th
Mobility Augmentation Company are slated to participate
in a rotation at the National Training Center in Fort Irwin,
California, later this year.

Certification is a process in the Army where an ele-
ment, a platoon in the case of this event, is evaluated by
their commander to ensure the group can properly execute
tasks assigned to all Army engineers.

Lt. Col. Sebastien Joly, commander, 5th Eng. Bn., said
conducting this combined arms breach on the complex
obstacle and mine field with the support of 1st Inf. Div.’s
maneuver force builds competence, confidence and in-
creases knowledge of engineer breaching capabilities.

The series of events required to execute an engineer
breach, or the removing of a single or series of obstacles
for forward mobility, is complex, but necessary for mili-
tary operations, according to unit officials.

“This training is a unique opportunity for engineers on
Fort Leonard Wood. Engineers provide support to mo-
bility operations and a primary task to that mission is
conducting combined arms breaching,” Thompson said.
“This training allowed augmentation from companies in
the 5th Eng. Bn. and the 92nd Military Police Battalion
to maneuver units from the 1st Inf. Div. They were able
to exercise the tasks of clearing obstacles, bridging gaps,
and clearing lanes alongside of heavy infantry equipment
that this installation typically doesn’t see.”

In addition to ground elements, such as tanks, to ac-
complish the exercise objective, 1st Inf. Div. brought
Aviation assets from 6th Cavalry Regiment and 3rd As-
sault Helicopter Battalion, both with 1st Combat Aviation
Brigade, for aerial security during the breach.

“This is our bread and butter — working for the ground
force,” said CW2 Jon Abdo, helicopter pilot with Troop
A, 1st Squadron, 6th Cav. Rgt. “It’s good to go outside
of your self-contained unit and help spread the wealth of
knowledge, so we’re all more mission ready.”

During an exercise rehearsal held Jan. 28, tanks, heli-
copters and engineers ran through the scenario planned
for the next day.

“We’re rehearsing and we are improving — we have
some things we can do better,” Pfc. Christopher Abbe, a
combat engineer with the 515th Eng. Co., said from the
hatch of an M113 Troop Carrier vehicle.

Students from the engineering captain’s career course
also came out to watch the combined arms rehearsal.

“This exercise should also serve as an opportunity to
educate the officers and senior noncommissioned officers
on the conduct of combined arms operations” Col. Anto-
nio Munera, commander, 4th MEB, said.

A great deal of planning went into the exercise from
transporting personnel, to the final execution.

“I’m going to be driving and | want to maneuver the
best | can so we can train at destroying enemy forces and
have fun doing it,” said Pfc. Delon Williams, a tank driver
with 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Armor
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Inf. Div.

As senior Soldiers lined the banks of the training area
to observe, some junior Soldiers were doing this for the
first time.

“I haven’t done anything like this before, except in gun-
nery training,” Williams said. “This is a great experience
and | really enjoy being here.”

" RX Plan

. Geta month
\ Supply of certain /
) medications!

Positive:
Nations work
together to
fight back

Continued from Page B1

general said.

“The possible rise of
Daesh — or ISIL — is also a
new development,” he said.
“Thus far we think the pres-
ence of Daesh in Afghani-
stan represents more of a
rebranding of a few mar-
ginalized Taliban. But we
are still taking this potential
threat, with its dangerous
rhetoric and ideology, very,
very seriously.”

Campbell said his com-
mand is working with all
nations of the area to make
sure Daesh does not estab-
lish a foothold in Asia.

Jan. 1, NATO’s Interna-
tional Security Assistance
Command folded its flag —
the combat mission for co-
alition forces was over. Af-
ghan forces had full control
of the security environment
in the country. But the mis-
sion to train, advise and as-
sist Afghan forces began.

Campbell assessed the
Afghan forces as making
good progress. For the sec-
ond year in a row, Afghan
forces held the line against
the Taliban. “On the battle-
field the [Afghan national
security forces] fought cou-
rageously and displayed
their increasing capabili-
ties,” the general said.

The Afghan people trust
the security forces — espe-
cially the Army — and re-
cruiting is not a problem for
the force, he said.

“On balance, after watch-
ing the ANSF respond to a
variety of challenges over
the past six months, | don’t
believe the insurgents rep-
resent an existential threat
to the government of Af-
ghanistan,” Campbell said.

Afghan security forces
continue to grow, yet still
need coalition assistance
for logistics, maintenance,
Aviation and special opera-
tions, Campbell said.

“To address these gaps,
the train and assist mission
and mentorship will be vi-
tal,” he said.

You can trust your heart and vascular care to the skilled hands at
SAMC. In fact, more heart and vascular procedures are performed

here, with better outcomes, than any other hospital in the region.

Q) cARECHEX

A Rating Service of The Delta Group

MAKE SURE
YOUR BEART
SKIPS A BEAT
FOR ALL
THE RIGHT
REASOAS.

Bug, if a heart skips a beat for the wrong reasons, it’s nice to know the region’s most comprehensive and advanced Heart

and Vascular Center is nearby. This center is ranked in the top 10% nationally for patient safety in Heart Attack Treatment,
Major Cardiac Care, Interventional Coronary Care and Vascular Surgery. And, number 1 in Alabama for Heart Attack

Treatment and Vascular Surgery.

NP SOUTHEAST ALABAMA
Yildd MEDICAL CENTER

Almost makes your heart skip a beat, now doesn't it?

Top 10% in nation A Blue Cross and Blue Shield of

for patient safety

Alabama Tier 1 Hospital Since 2008

Heart & Vascular Center

1108 Ross Clark Circle
Dothan, AL 36301

334-793-8132
www.samc.org/hearts




COMMUNITY|C

FEBRUARY 19, 2015

OFF ROAD
Outdoor recreation
hosts all-terrain
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Fort Rucker’s volunteers of the quarter.
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Fort Rucker bonors volunteers of quarter

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Without the work of volunteer efforts, much in the
Army, as well as the world, might go unaccomplished,
according to Fort Rucker senior leaders.

That’s why Fort Rucker took the time to honor 30 of
its most dedicated volunteers during the year’s first Fort
Rucker Quarterly Volunteer Recognition Ceremony.

“This is probably going to be the most important thing
I’m going to do in a while — to take some time out to re-
ally recognize who makes our community work,” said
Maj. Gen. Michael D. Lundy, U.S. Army Aviation Center
of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general. “If
you think about the military family, and the fact that we
have so many people that volunteer, we could not hire
enough people and we could not afford to replace you,
and it wouldn’t be as good of a service anyway.”

“Americans are the greatest givers in the world, and we
continue to spread our time and our resources to help the
needy, especially in the military,” added Lt. Col. Scott
Wile, garrison executive officer. “So, it’s very impor-
tant that we recognize our volunteers because volunteers

make the world run, especially on military bases. This
is a tremendous occasion for us to get together and rec-
ognize everything that you all do and the hard work that
you put into it because we could not do it without you.”

The volunteers and what they were recognized for fol-
low.

e Gina Marton, USAACE Headquarters — She is
a valued volunteer of the Fort Rucker Community
Spouses Club, serving as a chair for the 2014 Holiday
Bazaar, and was instrumental to the event’s success,
which had more than 100 vendors participate.

e Jess Chasteen, USAACE Headquarters — She
spends her time volunteering with the Fort Rucker
Community Spouses Club, serving as the hospitality
chair for the 2014 Holiday Bazaar, as well as volun-
teering with the Fort Rucker Elementary School Book
Club and the Aviation Pre-Command Course spouses’
panel.

« Staff Sgt. Stephanie Moseng, USAACE Headquar-
ters — She has given her volunteer time to support
a fellow Soldier as a member of the Bone Marrow
Drive registration team, as well as assisting during
the Fort Rucker Community Spouses Club Holiday

Bazaar.

Capt. Thea lacomino, USAACE Headquarters —
She spends her volunteer time as a coach for the 6-8
year-old youth basketball team, as well as assisting
during the Fort Rucker Community Spouses Club
2014 Holiday Bazaar.

Sgt. 1st Class Christy Worthy, C Company, 1st
Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment — Worthy has
volunteered many hours as an actor, set builder for
Frite Night and as an adult mentor-counselor for the
Joint Reserve Team Leadership Summit.

Mindy King, B Co., 1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt. — She
is a valued volunteer with the B Co., 1st Bn., 145th
Avn. Regt., Family Readiness Group, where her ser-
vice was enormously vital during a period of transi-
tion, which coincided with the complete turnover of
volunteer leadership.

Melissa Hawthorn, B Co., 1st Bn., 11th Avn. Regt.
— She dedicated herself to serving the Soldiers and
families of B Co., 1st Bn., 11th Avn. Regt., as their
company Family Readiness Group leader.

SEE GIVING, PAGE C3

“ﬁlIIIITEEII PPORTUNITI

The Army Volunteer Corps focuses on supporting Fort
Rucker Soldiers, Family members, surviving spouses, and
civilian personnel through community involvement. Volun-
teer opportunities are available both on and off post. Indi-
viduals are matched to volunteer positions according to skill,
experience and time available. Participants learn new skills,
make friends and become a part of the community. Volun-
teering can also be a wonderful way to gain job experience.

Go to My Army One Source at https://www.myarmyone-
source.com to register and apply for available positions, or
contact AVC to learn more about available volunteer oppor-
tunities.

For additional information, call 255-1429.

Are you interested in volunteering for one of the many

)rt Rucker programs or activities? If so, AVC would love
0 have your help. Fort Rucker units and organizations are
online with the Department of the Army Volunteer Manage-
ment Information System located on the Army One source
website. You may search for volunteer opportunities, log
your hours, and document training and awards all on one
site.

The information entered into VMIS travels with you when
you move or separate, and provides you with a complete
volunteer history whether you’re just tracking your volun-
teer activities or using the information to search for employ-
ment.

Newly listed
Activities Coordinator — Lyster Army Health Clinic

Position Description: Volunteer will solicit ideas and in-
terests through newsletters, at coffees, newcomers’ orienta-
tions and pre-deployment briefings. Coordinate financial
needs with the treasurer and family readiness group leader-
ship. Coordinate publicity with newsletter editor and pub-
licity coordinators. Establish committees for each activity
and coordinate location, date and time for FRG leadership.
Hours are negotiable. For more information, call 255-7400.

Still wanted

Financial Readiness Program - Army Community Service

Position Description: Volunteer will provide initial intake,
needs assessment and financial assessments using ACS in-
take forms. The volunteer will gain additional knowledge
and experience related to personal financial counseling. Days
and hours are at volunteer’s discretion - no special skills are
required. For more information, call 225-9578.

Outdoor Recreation Volunteer

Position Description: Assist with special events, programs
and activities. This could include the wounded warriors hunt
or other special needs hunting programs. No special skills
Gre needed. For more information, call 255-4305.
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Shoppers check out the wares at an outdoor flea market and yard sale on post last year. This year’s

event is Feb. 28 at the festival fields.

TRASH OR TREASURE?

Post bhosts flea market, yard sale

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Moving can be a chore, but Fort Rucker’s
seasonal community yard sales provide an
opportunity for military families to shed
unnecessary items and earn a little extra
cash for the journey ahead.

“It’s a great way for military families on
and off post to be able to sell their house-
hold goods,” Kristi Fink, special events
coordinator, said. “Military families move
every couple years, so it’s a good way to
lighten the load when PCSing to a new lo-
cation. But it’s also a great way to find some
new items for the upcoming move.”

Fort Rucker hosts two community yard
sales each year and the next opportunity for
savings will take place Feb. 28 from 7-11
a.m. at the Fort Rucker Festival Fields.

“The outdoor yard sale and flea market
will provide an opportunity for the Fort
Rucker community to buy and sell used
household items in a consolidated fashion,
especially for those buyers or sellers who
live off post and are not eligible to partici-
pate in the Corvias yard sales,” Fink said.

The event is open to the public and any-
one can rent booth space during the event,
although discounted rates are available to
government 1D card holders.

Government rates are $20 for a 15-by-20
space, $30 for a 30-by-20 space and tables
are $10 each. Rates for the general public
are $30 for a 15-by-20 space, $40 for a 30-

by-20 space and $10 per table.

According to Fink, a total of 65 booths
were registered for 1,600 participants last
year. Anyone interested in a booth for the
fall yard sale must register by Wednesday
at4:30 p.m.

Registration forms can be found at http://
www.ftruckermwr.com/special-events/
or at MWR Central in the Soldier Service
Center, Bldg. 5700, Rm. 130.

Each year, community yard sales provide
access to a wide variety of items at prices
lower than people would find in a depart-
ment store, Fink said.

“Patrons can find items ranging from
baby clothes to furniture,” she said. “There
are numerous toys, household items, col-
lectibles and more. It’s great way to find
some amazing deals right before they PCS
or when they arrive on post.”

Although the event is open to the public,
certain sales are not allowed.

“No retail, commercial vending or busi-
ness promotion is allowed,” Fink said.
“Food and beverage, live animal and weap-
on sales are also prohibited.

“Electricity is available on the event field
on a first-come, first-served basis,” she add-
ed. “Participants must bring their own ex-
tension cords, if needed. All participants are
responsible for their individual change fund
and participants may bring canopies, but no
tent stakes may be longer than 12 inches.”

For more information, call 255-1749 or
255-2997.
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Mom & Me: Dad too!

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts its Mom & Me:
Dad too! playgroup Mon-
days from 9:30-11 a.m. at the
Wings Chapel nursery. The
playgroup is for families with
children ages birth to 3 years
old.

For more information, call
255-9647 or 255-3359.

Newcomers welcome

Army Community Service
will host a newcomers wel-
come Friday from 8:30-11
am. at The Landing. Active-
duty military, spouses, foreign
students, Army civilians and
family members are encour-
aged to attend. A free light
breakfast and coffee will be
served. For free childcare,
people can register their chil-
dren at the Fort Rucker Child
Development Center by call-
ing 255-3564. Reservations
must be made 24 hours prior
to the newcomer welcome.

For more information, call
255-3161 or 255-2887.

Heart 2 Heart Skate Night

The Fort Rucker School
Age Center will host its
Heart 2 Heart Skate Night
Friday, featuring a night of
skating, music, pictures and
giveaways. A Valentine King
and Queen will be selected,
along with the best-dressed
group. Youth will also present
a mini fashion show. Safety
skate will be 6:15-7:15 p.m.
and the regular skate will be
7:30-9:30 p.m.

For more information, call
255-9108.

Right Arm Night

The Landing Zone will host
Right Arm Night Feb. 26 from
4-6 p.m. Right Arm Night is
an Army tradition, promoting
a night of camaraderie and es-
prit de corps as leaders come
together and treat those who
help them accomplish the
mission. Complimentary ap-
petizers will be served while
supplies last. Right Arm Night
is held every month, and both
military and civilians are wel-
come. For more information,
call 598-8025.

Relocation readiness work-
shop

Army Community Service
will host a relocation readi-
ness workshop Feb. 27 from
9-10 am. in Bldg. 5700, Rm.
371D. Soldiers and spouses
will receive information from
the military pay office on ben-
efits and entitlements, advance
pay, the government travel
card and more. ACS will also
provide information on Army
Emergency Relief, budgeting,
preparing for employment
before moving, compiling
the necessary documents and
forms for exceptional family
members moving overseas,
and relocation checklists and
websites to help prepare for
a move. Space is limited, so
people should RSVP by call-
ing 255-3161 or 255-3735.

Youth Black History
Month celebration

The Fort Rucker School
Age Center will host a Black
History Month celebration
Feb. 27 from 4:15-5:15 p.m.
The Fort Rucker 98th Army
Band will perform, and there
will be food samples and
giveaways.

For more information, call
255-9108.

Military Saves Week

As part of Military Saves
Week  Monday-Feb. 28,
Army Community Service

ATV trail ride

Outdoor recreation will host an all-terrain vehicle trail ride Saturday from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. The cost is $20 and pre-registration is required. Drivers must pass the 0DR
safety driving test before participating. Participants must also provide their own protective gear, including helmets, hoots, etc., that must be worn at all times. The
event is open to the public for ages 16 and up. For more information, call 255-4305.
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will spread the savings mes-
sage and urge community
members to take the military
saves pledge. The ACS finan-
cial readiness program will
partner with Army Aviation
Center Federal Credit Union
and Armed Forces Bank to
host an information table lo-
cated in the atrium of Soldier
Service Center, Bldg. 5700,
Feb. 27.

For more information, call
255-9631 or 255-2594.

BEST session

Fort Rucker’s Better Em-
powered Soldiers Today will
host a free session on con-
fronting assumptions profes-
sionally Feb. 26 from 11:30
am. to 1 p.m. at Lyster Army
Health Clinic V-130. The ses-
sion is for military personnel.
Those interested in attend-
ing should RSVP with Army
Community Service by call-
ing 255-3735.

Outdoor yard sale

The Directorate of Fam-
ily, Morale, Welfare and
Recreation will host the Fort
Rucker Spring Outdoor Yard
Sale and Flea Market Feb. 28
from 7-11 a.m. on the festi-
val fields. The outdoor event
provides the opportunity for
the Fort Rucker community
to buy and sell used house-
hold items in a consolidated
fashion. The event is open to
the public — booth space fees
apply to sellers. No commer-
cial vendors will be allowed.
Limited tables will be avail-
able to rent. Sellers need to
register by Wednesday. Rates:
government rate (military and
family members, retirees, De-
partment of Defense civilians)
- 15x20 - $20, 30x20 - $30,
tables - $10 each; and general
public — 15x20 - $30, 30x20
- $40, tables — $10 each. For
more information, call 255-
1749.

Pokémon Battle

The Fort Rucker School
Age Center will host a Poké-
mon battle Feb. 28 from 1:30—
3:30 p.m. Youth must bring
their own Pokémon cards and
have permission from their
parents to trade. Youth must
be registered with child, youth
and school services, and be
6-10 years of age in first-fifth

grades. Parent volunteers are
needed to help out with the
event.

For more information, call
255-9108.

Dr. Seuss’s birthday

The Center Library will
celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday
March 2 from 10:15-11:00
am. The event will feature
a guest reader, Dr. Seuss
activities and light refresh-
ments. The event is open to
authorized patrons. Space is
limited to the first 65 people
to register.

For more information or to
register, visit the library or call
255-3885.

Travel Extravaganza

The 27th annual Fort Ruck-
er Travel Extravaganza will
take place March 4 from 11
am.to 1 p.m. at The Landing.
More than 50 vendors will be
present to discuss informa-
tion and answer questions.
Admission is free, and the
event is open to the public and
exceptional family member
friendly. Door prizes, such as
attraction tickets, hotel stays,
memorabilia, clothing and
grand prizes will be given
away during the event. People
will not need to be present to
win.

For more information, call
255-2997 or 255-9517, or
visit www.ftruckermwr.com/
mwr-central/.

Employment readiness
class

The Fort Rucker Employ-
ment Readiness Program
hosts  orientation ~ sessions
monthly in the Soldier Ser-
vice Center, Bldg. 5700, inthe
Army Community Service
multipurpose room, with the
next session March 5. People
who attend will meet in Rm.
350 at 8:45 a.m. to fill out pa-
perwork before going to the
multipurpose room. The class
will end at about at 10:45
a.m. The sessions will inform
people on the essentials of
the program and provide job
search tips, as well. Advance
registration is required and at-
tendance at a session is man-
datory for participation in the
program.

For more information, call
255-2594.

i M Limited to 28 participants.

Montgomery Zoo - February 21 Ny
$30 adults, 525 children ages 3-12, $15 children under 3.
Includes: fransperation to and from the zoo and

admission. Food 15 not included in the cost.
Limited to 24 participants.

Panama City Scottish
Festival and Highland
Games - March 7

$20 per person, Includes: transportation to and
from the festival. This is a great event for all
ages, 50 come enjoy great music, food, & games.

do s Camp Butter & Egg - March 21

WonderWorks and Hipley's
Believe It or Not - March 14

$52 adults, 349 children ages 5-12
Includes: transportation to and frem Panama
City BEeach, and entrance into Wonder\Works
and Ripley’s Museum. Dinner not included.

$40 ages 5+, $14 under age 5

Includes: transportation and entrance fees
Limited to 28 participants, Activities include
expanded zip line course, giant swing,
climbing wall, and morel

Sign up at Qutdoor Recreation, (334) 255-4305 or MWR Central,

(334) 255-2997/9517. Open to the public. www.ftruckermwr.com

FORT RUCKER MOVIE SCHEDULE FOR FEB. 19 - 22

Thursday, Feb. 19 Friday, Feb. 20 Saturday, Feb. 21 Sunday, Feb. 22

Taken 3 (PG-13) McFarland (PG)

............................................. 7&9:30p.m.

| TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY |.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. |

McFarland (PG) McFarland (PG)




ARMYFLIER.COM | FEBRUARY 19,2015 * CS3

Giving: Volunteers support Soldiers, families, community

Continued from Page C1

e Sgt. 1st Class Nicole Olcott, C Co., 1st
Bn., 11th Avn. Regt. - Olcott dedicated
herself by serving the community of
Troy through a volunteer commitment
to the city, Troy University, the Pike
Regional Child Advocacy Center and
the equestrian center.

e Pfc. Goya Shika Kanyinda, 164th
Theater Airfield Operations Group
— She spends her volunteer time as a
Better Opportunities for Single Sol-
diers secretary, and successfully set up
and organized numerous BOSS events,
as well as volunteering with the Direc-
torate of Family, Morale, Welfare and
Recreation and the 164th TAOG Fam-
ily Readiness Group.

e Sgt. 1st Class Michael Archer, Avia-
tion Center Logistics Command -
Archer selflessly gives his time as a
volunteer youth soccer coach, as well
as assisting with the community Frite
Night.

e William Hensley, ACLC — He spends
his personal time volunteering with
the Boy Scouts of America, Enterprise
Wildcats Quarterback Club, Bud-
dywalk Fundraiser and SoS Animal
Shelter.

* Sheri Johnson, U.S. Army Garri-
son, ACLC - She devoted herself to
serving the Soldiers and families as an
Army Community Service volunteer
in the relocation readiness office, as
well as a dedicated Family Readiness
Group member for the ACLC.

e Karyn Kaempfer, USAG, Army
Community Service — Kaempfer is
being recognized for her volunteer ef-
forts within ACS, where she assisted
with the Army Family Action Plan
Conference, the publication of the
Survivor Qutreach Services newslet-
ter and the issuing of over 400 holiday
food vouchers for families.

ARNY TTRONG

* Megan Holmes, NCO Academy — She
volunteered her time as co-community
outreach director for Team Red, White
and Blue, leading the Strolling Eagles,
an athletic group where parents and
children exercise together.Sgt. 1st
Class Michael Holmes, NCOA - He
volunteers as the athletic director for
the Fort Rucker Team RWB chapter,
as well as coordinating with other
national RWB chapters in support of
combined activities.

e Deanna Mitchell, religious support
office — Mitchell volunteers her time
with the Fort Rucker community as
president of the Protestant Women of
the Chapel.

e Christina Cook, U.S. Army Aero-
medical Research Laboratory — She
spends her time as a USAARL Fam-
ily Readiness Group leader, while also
volunteering with the Fort Rucker
Thrift Shop and the Girl Scouts of
America.

e Carolyn Howze, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, Warrant
Officer Career College —She is a
valued volunteer who has devoted nu-
merous hours of service to the WOCC
Family Support Group, especialy dur-
ing the WOCC Dining Out and the
WOCC annual Christmas party.

e Samantha Simon, HHC, WOCC
— Simon is being recognized for her
numerous hours of volunteer service
to the WOCC Family Support Group,
especially during the WOCC Dining
Out and the WOCC annual Christmas
party.

e Janna Bogert, Fort Rucker Com-
munity Spouses Club — She is being
recognized for her volunteer efforts to
the Fort Rucker Community Spouses
Club where she has served as secretary
and publicity chair for the 2014 Holi-
day Bazaar fundraiser.

 Lisa Tippens, Fort Rucker Elemen-
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tary School — Tippens has offered her
volunteer services to the Fort Rucker
Elementary School where she works
to support the classrooms at the media
center.

e Rachel Crigger, Fort Rucker Pri-
mary School — She is a valued vol-
unteer who has spent her time at the
Fort Rucker Primary School in various
classrooms, as well as the school’s li-
brary where she catalogs books.

e Jamie Petro, Fort Rucker Parent
Teacher Association — Petro has of-
fered her volunteer hours at the Fort
Rucker elementary and primary
schools where she serves as the PTA
president and volunteers her time at
each school’s special events.

e Staff Sgt. Jeremy Dorries, Fort
Rucker Sergeant Audie Murphy
Club - Dorries volunteers with the
Fort Rucker Sergeant Audie Murphy
Club, serves as a small group leader
at the NCO Academy and a mission
leader for the Transformation Church
of Troy.

« Staff Sgt. Robert Landa, Fort Ruck-
er Thrift Shop — He is a valued vol-
unteer of the Fort Rucker Thrift Shop,
offering his outstanding support, tech-
nical knowledge and unwavering dedi-
cation to the Fort Rucker community.

The final award given was the Order
of Anne Morrow Lindbergh Award. The
awards recognizes spouses and family
members who have contributed signifi-
cantly to the community of Army Avia-
tion, said the narrator of the event. This
individual who voluntarily serves the
community is recognized as exemplary,
and characterize the highest standards of
integrity and moral character, displaying

an outstanding degree of dedication to the
Aviation Community.

Darcy Lynch, in the spirit of Anne
Morrow Lindbergh’s pioneering efforts,
was awarded The Order of Anne morrow
Lindbergh Award.

“(Lynch), over the last 18 or so years,
has been very active throughout the mili-
tary community and throughout Army
Aviation,” said Lundy. “As an FRG leader,
being involved in the spouses club, hold-
ing a number of different positions, hav-
ing been recognized last year for a number
of post-level awards and for over 10,000
volunteer hours of work, you certainly
epitomize everything the Anne Morrow
Lindbergh Award represents. We’re very
proud and very happy that we’re able to
give you this.

“We really do appreciate everything our
volunteers do every day, not only for our
Soldiers, our families or our local com-
munities. | think it’s great that we’re go-
ing to take the opportunity today to rec-
ognize some of them,” said Lundy to the
volunteers. “As we look across our com-
munity, we have thousands of volunteers
and we’re going to try and take the oppor-
tunity to recognize those who have really
given everything that they can. You’ve
got lots of other things going on in your
lives, and still to be able to go out there
and volunteer, I’m very appreciative of it
and | know Paula is, as well.”

Those not present during the ceremony
but were recognized as volunteers of the
quarter were: Staff Sgt. Delon Davis, 1st
Aviation Brigade; Sandra Hernandez,
U.S. Army Aeromedical Center; Joseph
Riddle, D Co., 2nd Bn., 13th Avn. Regt.;
April Salazar, USAARL; and Samantha
Simon, HHC, WOCC.
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Trip plan highlights Athens’ southern splendor

By Brian S. Jones and Jeanette Jones
Alabama Tourism Department

Athens is a small city in north Alabama with a
charming downtown square full of history.

Those who enjoy the southern tradition of “exag-
gerated remembrances” will feel right at home at
the Athens Storytelling Festival. The Delmore Days
festival and the Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers
Convention have become annual pilgrimages for
music lovers. Foodies make their own pilgrimages
to the area to enjoy the nationally award-winning
goat cheese produced at the nearby Belle Chévre
creamery.

Where to begin: Athens State University

Begin your tour of the area at Athens State Uni-
versity, 300 N. Beaty St.; (256) 233-8100. Founded
in 1822, it is located four blocks from the home of
George S. Houston, who served as governor of Ala-
bama from 1874 to 1878.

Athens State began as the Athens Female Acad-
emy and later became an institution of the Meth-
odist Church before going coeducational. The state
of Alabama took control of the college in 1974,
changing its name to Athens State College and then
Athens State University.

It is the only two-year, upper-level university in
the state. It serves as a complement to the state’s
junior colleges by offering only junior and senior
level classes. Athens State offers more than 30 un-
dergraduate majors through three colleges: Busi-

ness, Arts and Sciences, and Education. It has an
enrollment of about 3,500 students. Calhoun Com-
munity College, one of the state’s largest, is in the
southern part of the county.

The main building on campus, Founders Hall,
was built in 1842. Local legend says the building
was saved from burning by Union troops during the
Civil War when college President Jane Hamilton
Childs produced a letter from President Abraham
Lincoln asking that it be spared. Listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places, it also houses the
majestic Altar of the New Testament woodcarvings.
The nearly life-size carvings took 12 years to com-
plete, and depict Christ and New Testament figures
and verses carved in tulip poplar. Tours are avail-
able by appointment. This is one of the buildings
featured on the annual October Haunts Walks.

Explore historic downtown Athens

Historic downtown Athens is just 1 1/2 miles
from Exit 351 on Interstate 65. The 1916 Lime-
stone County Courthouse, crowned by a dome in
the French Second Empire style, dominates the
business district. The courthouse square offers an
eclectic mix of shops featuring a wide variety of an-
tiques, gifts, gourmet foods, clothing and hardware.
The courthouse square is also home to the annual
Athens Storytelling Festival.

One block off the square on Houston Street is the
Houston Memorial Library and Museum, 101 N.
Houston St.; (256) 233-8770, which was the home
of George S. Houston, U.S. senator and governor of

Alabama (1874-1878). The facility serves as one of
the cornerstones of the historic Athens community
and is both a public library and a period museum.
The home, said to have “spirits,” is another featured
stop on the October Haunts Walks. It is open to the
public Mondays through Fridays, 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.,
and on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon.

The U.G. White Mercantile Store, 101 N. Jef-
ferson St.; (256) 232-4540, has been an anchor of
the Athens downtown square for nearly a century.
The business was started by Ulysses Grant White
in 1917. White moved to the area from Tennessee
and decided to open the store after being injured
in a farming accident. He sold everything from
horse-drawn plows and tractors to radios, heat-
ing stoves and cast-iron skillets. The store passed
through four generations of White’s descen-
dants to the Aycocks, Derrick Young and Johnny
Furline. Today, visitors walk along the hardwood
floors and roam the historic store looking at the
vintage signs, and shopping an eclectic blend of
old and new offerings.

Located inside the U.G. White building is Lu-
Vici’s restaurant, specializing in Southern cooking.
It offers a quiet respite from hours of touring and
shopping plus a great meal. Displaying the slogan
“Put some South in your mouth,” the restaurant
features blackened sea bass, shrimp bisque and
a different entrée each week. It is open Mondays
through Wednesdays for breakfast and lunch, and
Thursdays through Saturdays for breakfast, lunch
and dinner.

Where to stay

Located about 10 miles west of Athens in the
Ripley Community is The Drop Farm, 11185
Snake Road; (256) 777-0964. There you will find
The Drop Inn, a bed and breakfast. The Drop Farm
also offers horseback riding lessons and trail rides.

Civil War Trail self-guided driving tour

The self-guided driving tour of the Athens-Lime-
stone County Civil War Trail travels through sites
of the battles of Athens and Sulphur Creek Trestle.
The Decatur and Nashville railroads in Limestone
County played a vital role in the Civil War, and the
Athens to Decatur portion of this route still oper-
ates today. In southern Limestone County, visitors
will see the Memphis & Charleston, which was the
longest railroad line in the Confederacy.

Visitors can follow the trail starting at the Athens
Depot, which now serves as the Limestone County
Avrchives, 102 W. Washington St.; (256) 233-6404.
F Company, 9th Alabama Infantry, consisted of
163 men who left from the Athens Depot on June
6, 1861, to fight with Joseph E. Johnston and the
Army of the Shenandoah.

Housed in the L&N Depot, built in 1928, is the
Alabama Veterans Museum, 100 Pryor St.; (256)
771-7578. The museum is especially interesting in
that it honors the accomplishments and sacrifices
of local servicemen and women and their Families,
not just the glory of their commanders. The mu-
seum is open Mondays through Saturdays from 9
am.to3p.m.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion
Post 80 has regular meetings the second
Monday of the month, starting at 6:30 p.m.,
at the Legion Hall. For more information,
call 222-7131 or visit www.andalusiale-
gionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of
Commerce meets the second Wednesday
of each month at noon at the Chamber of
Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural
and Convention Center. For more informa-
tion, call 598-6331.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post mem-
bership meetings are at the post headquar-
ters on State Road 84 every third Thursday
of the month at 7 p.m. Breakfast is served
Sundays, and games and TV’s are available
for entertainment. Meetings are open to all.
The post can host parties, weddings, and
hails and farewells. For more information,
call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-
9187.

DOTHAN

FEB. 24 — The Dothan Civic Center
will host the Harlem Globetrotters at 7 p.m.
Ticket prices range from $25 to $222. Tick-
ets can be purchased at the Dothan Civic
Center Box Office, by calling 615-3175 or
online at www.dothanciviccenter.org.

FEB. 28 — The Men of Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity, Inc., presents a Black History
Month musical titled “Wiregrass Men’s
Fest” at 6 p.m. at Parks Chapel A.M.E.
Church on 1053 Selma Street.

MARCH 7 — Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 3073 Wiregrass Post will sponsor a
benefit for the daughter of a local law en-
forcement officer with Boston butts, ribs
and plates. People should pre-order. For
more information, call 793-7912.

ONGOING — The Wiregrass Museum
of Art hosts First Saturday Family Day the
first Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m.
The event is recommended for elementary-
aged children. For more information, visit
wiregrassmuseum.com or call 794-3871.

ENTERPRISE

FEB. 25 — Julie Parrish, Wiregrass
Hope Group, will speak at the next monthly
meeting of the National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Association at Ryan’s
Steakhouse Restaurant at 11 a.m. Wiregrass
Hope Group is a resource that encourages
hope and healing to individuals and fami-
lies who need assistance for emotional
needs and spiritual growth.

FEB. 21 — The Enterprise Chamber of
Commerce and Medical Center Enterprise
invite the community to the 43rd annual En-
terprise Area Community Health Fair from
8 a.m. to noon at Enterprise High School.

MARCH 1-8 — St. Luke United Meth-
odist Church will take signups for its July
6-10 Winshape Camps Ultimate Day Camp
Experience. The first 150 people to sign up
will received a discount on the camp. For
more information, call 347-9023 or visit the
event’s Facebook page at Winshape Camps
Enterprise.

ONGOING — The National Active
and Retired Federal Employees Associa-
tion Wiregrass-Enterprise Chapter 1807
regularly meets every fourth Wednesday
of the month at Ryan’s Steakhouse Restau-
rant. Lunch begins at 11 a.m. followed by
the program, speaker, and a question and
answer period. All federal employees, ac-
tive or retired, are invited to attend the lun-
cheon meetings. NARFE members discuss
important information that relates to federal
employees and the programs and benefits
available to them. NARFE is a nonprofit as-
sociation dedicated to improve the benefits
of federal employees. For more informa-
tion, call 393-0492.

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County Re-
lay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. For
more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited to
town hall meetings on the first Tuesday of
each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 1385
Hinton Waters Ave. For more information,
call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

FEB. 26 — Disabled American \eter-
ans Chapter 99 will meet at 6 p.m. in the
New Brockton Senior Center, located one
block behind the police station. Food and
drinks will be served, followed by regular
chapter business. We also extend an invi-
tation to veterans throughout the Wiregrass
to join as new members of both DAV and
DAV Auxiliary. For more information, call
718-5707.

FEB. 28 — Disabled American Veter-
ans Chapter 99 will conduct a tour of the
Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site.
This will be a one-day bus trip that will
depart the New Brockton Farm Center at 9
a.m. and return at about 5 p.m. Transporta-
tion and entrance fees in advance is $40 per
person. People need to register for the trip
by Feb. 23 by visiting the DAV service offi-
cer, 10 a.m. to noon, Tuesdays and \Wednes-
days at the New Brockton Police Station,
202 South John Street. For more informa-
tion, call 718-5707.

0ZARK

FEB. 22 — The Lively Stones Ministries
Worship Center will host a Black History
Month program titled “Past, Present and
Future” at 3 p.m.

FEB. 20-21 — The Ozark Arts Theatre
will perform “Greater Tuna” as a dinner
theater at Johnny’s BARcelona Tapas Res-
taurant located at 173 S. Union Ave. For
reservations, call 790-6041. Doors open at
6 p.m. Only cash and checks will be ac-
cepted. The theater group is an arm of the
Dale County Council of the Arts and Hu-
manities.

ONGOING — The Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance Program at the Dale Baptist
Association is looking for volunteers to help
prepare tax returns for people with low to
moderate income who cannot prepare their
own returns. Volunteers will spend two to
four hours a week volunteering from Feb-
ruary to April 15. There are numerous ben-
efits for volunteers, including helping those
in need and adding a new skill to their re-
sumes. For more information or to sign up,
send an email to wi.spec.bhampartners@
irs.gov with the volunteer’s name and con-
tact information, and asking for the Ozark

location as the place to volunteer.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to
the Cross Country Workshop every Sunday
at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Methodist
Church. For more information, call 983-
3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City Council
meets monthly the first and third Tuesdays
at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson Community
Center.

ONGOING — American Legion Post
78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday
at7 p.m.

TROY

ONGOING — The Pioneer Muse-
um of Alabama invites people to learn
to cook like a pioneer. The museum’s
Hearthside Meals offers the opportunity
to learn to cook in a Dutch oven and on
a wood stove, and then participants get
to enjoy the meal. Cost is $15 per per-
son, and includes the cooking class and
the three-course meal. Pre-registration is
required and is limited to 15 people. For
more information or to book a spot, call
334-566-3597.

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust
Company sponsors senior dance nights
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the
J.0. Colley Senior Complex. The com-
plex is transformed into a dance hall and
features music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s
with finger foods and refreshments. For
more information, call Janet Motes at 808-
8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

MARCH 7 — The Bradley Keller Post
119 American Legion Auxiliary will host a
gospel sing at 7 p.m. at First Baptist Church
Family Life Center in Abbeville. This is a
fundraiser for the American Legion Auxil-
iary and donations will be taken. The sing-
ers are 4-year-old Daylen Brown from Ab-
beville, Martha Whitrock from Malvern,
and God’s Way Baptist Church Choir and
Gilmore Trio from Eufaula.

Beyond

Beaks and Barks

The Huntsville Botanical Gardens hosts its Beaks and
Barks Winter Festival now through Feb. 28. There will be
events throughout the period, and people can also explore
the Lewis Birding Trail, take classes on birding and join
the global Great Back Yard Bird Count. People are also
welcome to bring their favorite four-legged friend to the
garden, which includes a no-leash zone. To get to the gar-
dens, take 1-565 Exit 15 onto Bob Wallace Avenue. The
garden is east about one-half mile on the right side of the
road. Admission is free for members, and costs $12 for
adults and $8 for children ages 3-18.

For more information, visit http://www.hsvbg.org/.

Wild Cave Tour

Fort Payne offers its Wild Cave Tour of Manitou Cave
—about three hours long — now through March 16. The ad-
venture is designed for people ready to explore the cave
on their knees and on their bellies in mud and tight tun-

nels. The adventure includes a helmet, cave lamps and an
informative guide. There is a two-person minimum. Cost
is $35.50 per person. People need meet at True Adventure
Sports.

For more information or directions, call 256-997-9577,
423-653-8804 or visit http://www.trueadventuresports.
com.

Dinosaurs Alive!

Downtown Gadsden becomes pre-historic when 13 life-
like animatronic dinosaurs inhabit the Hardin Center for Cul-
tural Arts now through Aug. 3 as part of Dinosaurs Alive!
Creatures will be featured in period sets and include: Apato-
saurus, Apatosaurus baby, Dilophosaurus, Triceratops, Tric-
eratops baby, Parasaurolophus, Parasaurolophus baby, Para-
saurolophus nest with hatchlings, Stegosaurus, Detrodon, a
baby T-rex robot (joy-stick activated), \elociraptor and Pro-
toseratops scenario, T-rex, static T-rex head, and static T-rex
leg.

The center is located at the corner of 5th and Broad Streets.
Cost is $8 per person and $4 for center members.

For more information, visit http://www.culturalarts.org.

John Himmelfarb: Trucks

The Jule Collins Smith Museum of Fine Art, Auburn Uni-
versity, presents “John Himmelfarb: Trucks” now through
May 10 in the Bill L. Harbert Gallery and Gallery C. Inspired
by the visuals and notions of trucks in American culture,
Himmelfarb produces sculptures, paintings, lithographic and
silkscreen prints and drawings.

Himmelfarb’s work is included in the collections of the
High Museum of Art, Museum Of Modern Art, the National
Museum of American Art and JCSM’s permanent collec-
tion. Most recently, the artist has exhibited independently at
the Chicago Cultural Center in Chicago, Illinois, and in the
group exhibition, Graphic Masters 1ll, at the Smithsonian
American Art Museum in Washington, D.C.

To get to the museum, from 1-85 take Exit 51 and turn
north onto College Street. Continue north on College Street
for 2.56 miles. Turn right into the entrance of the museum
and follow the circular drive around to the parking lot. A
drop-off point is available at the museum entrance. The mu-
seum is handicap accessible.

For more information, visit http://Awww.jcsm.auburn.edu/
index.html.
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Pick-of-the-litter

Meet Emma. She is a 2-year-old, short-hair female Tortoiseshell cat available for adoption at the Fort Rucker stray ' mﬁmﬁékm -R
facility. She is extremely friendly and affectionate. Adoption fees vary per species and needs of animal, which L. __ ~~~~~~ ©hoiceorieal &z sides &bk - - - MonFi: 6:50 & 9:25

includes all up-to-date shots, the first round of age-appropriate vaccinations, microchip and spaying or neutering.
For more information on animal adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. All adopt-
able animals are vet checked and tested for felv/fiv (for cats) or heartworm for dogs (over six months) and on flea
prevention. The facility needs donations such as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as well
as blankets, toys and towels. Donations can be dropped off at the stray facility. Visit the Fort Rucker stray facility’s
Facehook page at http:// www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates on the newest animals
available for adoption.
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Full Menu Served All Day! |
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Religious

Tara M., Alumnus
The Johnson'Center. MBA.

Services

WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services are on Sunday

Headquarters Chapel, Building 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, Building 8940
9 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday

11 a.m. Liturgical Protestant Service

12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday - Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday

5 p.m. Catholic Mass Saturday

Wings Chapel, Building 6036

8 a.m. Latter-Day Saints Worship Service

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads

(Contemporary Worship Protestant Service)

12 p.m. Eckankar Worship Service (4th
Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, Building 8939
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School

10:45 a.m. CCD (except during summer
months).

BIBLE STUDIES

Tuesdays

9 a.m. Protestant Women of the Chapel,
Wings Chapel

5:30 p.m. Youth Group Bible Study, Spiritual
Life Center

6 p.m. Protestant Women of the Chapel,
Wings Chapel

7 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life Center

Wednesdays

11 a.m. Above the Best Bible Study, Yano Hall
11:30 a.m. 164th TAOG Bible Study, Bldg
30501

12 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Soldier Service
Center

6 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life
Center

Thursdays
9 a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life Center
6:30 p.m. Latter-Day Saints Bible Study, .

WARRIORS KNOW THEIR

Wings Chapel
6:30 p.m. Wings Bible Study (Meal/Bible

Study), Wings Chapel TROY can help you succeed in business. Get the personal
attention and education you need to move ahead. Our public
university offers a wide variety of undergraduate and graduate
programs ranging from accounting and finance to marketing and
Shoulder to Shoulder human resource management. Courses are offered in-class
 WILL NEVER OUIT ON LIF and online, including day, night and weekend options.

Do what you love, and be great at it. That's the warrior spirit,
and it's alive and well at Troy University.

0)

UNIVERSITY.

BEST » Founded in 1887 +

ONLINE PROGRAMS
USNSWE

- VETERANS — Feel it in Dothan.
troy.edu/spirit 1-800-586-9771

© 2015 Troy University.
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HURRY & RESERVE YOUR SPOT THROUGH FEB 28™!

| TARGETED FAT REDUCTION

the no pain, no surgery,
no downtime
fat reduction solution

HOLLOWELL CHIROPRACTIC

557 Glover Avenue ° Enterprise

Dr. Redden

Call Lindsay at 334-389-0686
or Call 334-393-4425

COME IN FOR A FREE WEIGHT LOSS CLASS ON MONDAYS @ 6PM!

Come see for yourself how the award-winning, FDA-cleared i-Lipo™
uses low level laser energy to painlessly stimulate the body into
naturally shrinking targeted fat deposits. Reduce fat in 20 minutes.
It's the quickest way to win the battle of the bulge!

»SWEETHEART SPECIALI™ %
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Choose Rebath! Youlk Be plad You Trd

Make Bathing Safe and E.I

Comfortable Again
e Stay independent and safe

e Easy access, large outward opening door
e Strong safety grab bars

e Built-in chair height seat

e Textured tub floor

* And so much more...

am

Call or Come By the
showroom to schedule a
FREE in home consultation!
Let our expert help you
choose your
dream make-over!

VETERANS!

Did you know that you may qualify for a
Home Improvement & Structural Alteration
(HISA) Grant from the US Department
of Veterans Affairs? It can cover up to
$6,800 toward your
NEW BATHROOM!
Call us TODAY for more
information!

Call 334-699-2191

334 699. 2191

We Are Relocating!
3134 S. Oates St

Il ws onlinel
Just Before Southside Walmart -

B,

www.rebathse.com
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IRON AVIATOR

Competitors enjoy perfect weather, challenging course

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

As the northern U.S. is gripped
in winter’s icy grasp, Class 1404
of the Aviation Captains Career
Course enjoyed a day of perfect
weather in southern Alabama to
compete for one of the installa-
tion’s most coveted titles.

Soldiers of the course met
in the early hours of the morn-
ing across from the Fort Rucker
Physical Fitness Center to tackle
the installation’s trails for the
AVC3 Iron Aviator competition
Feb. 11 to culminate six months
of rigorous training, said Capt.
Laura Pangallo, AVC3 small
group leader.

“Most people, from start to fin-
ish of the (AVC3) course, increase
their physical fitness because we
run a robust physical training
program,” Pangallo continued.
“This event is just kind of a fun
way to let them see how they’ve
improved over the course.”

The competitors were divided
into four teams: Happy Discs,
Frisbeasts, Bigfoot’s Disc and
RiDISCulous, each of which
included at least one individual
competitor who competed in all
events. The event is comprised
of arduous physical fitness tasks,
starting with a 300-meter swim
at the fitness center pool, a 4
Y%-mile ruck march through the
wooded area adjacent to Bea-
ver Lake, an 8.8-mile bike ride
through the Fort Rucker’s streets
and a 2-mile run to culminate the
event.

Although the event is for fun
and camaraderie, it’s still a com-
petition, and as with all compe-
titions, there is someone who
comes out on top.

Capt. Joe Fernandez, competi-
tor for RiDISCulous, took the ti-
tle as Iron Aviator, and Bigfoot’s
Disc took the group title.

“It just feels good,” said Fer-
nandez. “l didn’t really think
about when we first got here, but
about half way through | started
thinking that I might be able to do
this, so | pushed a little bit harder
and I was able to come out first.”

Each competitor has their
strengths and weaknesses when
going into the competition, and
for Fernandez, the swim portion
was the hardest obstacle to over-
come.

“Two months before when |
first decided I wanted to try to
win this thing, | knew | was an
abysmal swimmer, so | started
getting lessons from one of my
teammates and he helped me to
go from not being able to swim
half a lap to being able to get
back and forth across the pool,”
he said.

That level of teamwork and ca-
maraderie is what Pangallo said
the event is all about.
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Capt. David Lija encourages a fellow Soldier of the Aviation Captains Career Course Class 1404 as they cross paths during the AVG3 Iron Aviator Competition Feb. 11.

“This is something that builds
camaraderie amongst the Sol-
diers and it’s something the Sol-
diers are familiar with,” she said.
“We run a robust physical train-
ing program (in the captains ca-
reer course), and this event is just
kind of a fun way to let them see
how they’ve improved over the
course.”

Although fun, the competi-
tion is grueling and, for most, the
toughest event of the competition
is the ruck march, during which
the competitors must carry 25
pounds of equipment and a gun
through a wooded trail. The swim
comes in a close second being
that it’s a form of physical fitness
that most aren’t accustomed to.

Soldiers also participated as
members of the pit crew, which
serves to help competing team
members during transitions into
each event, such as coming out
of the swim and getting their
ruck gear ready, or preparing the
bicycle for the cycling event.

Each team is allowed a theme
for their team and this class’
teams were comprised of their
disc golf teams. Family members
and even pets are also invited to
come out and take part in the fes-
tivities, and are welcome to cook
out, throw flying discs and enjoy
in their time together, said Pan-
gallo.

The competition is a tradition
that’s been going on at the Avia-
tion Captains Career Course for
more than 20 years, she said, and
serves as a way to end the course
on a good note.

Top: Capt. Joseph Difrancesco of the Aviation
Captains Career Course Class 1404 completes
the ruck march portion of the AVG3 Iron Aviator
Competition while accompanied by a four-
legged companion.

Left: Capt. Samantha Muchmore swims in the
Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center pool during
the 300-meter swim.

Lyster hosts grand opening for Lifespace Genter

By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic
Public Affairs

Lyster Army Health Clinic and the
United States Aeromedical Center will
host a grand opening ceremony for the
Lifespace Center Wednesday at 12:30

p.m.

The newest addition to the Fort Ruck-
er health clinic is part of the Army’s mis-
sion to increase the overall awareness
of Soldiers, Family members and civil-
ian employees about the importance of
the Performance Triad — getting quality
sleep, engaging in activity and improv-

ing nutrition.

“I believe our role as healthcare pro-
viders needs to continue to be delivering
outstanding healthcare while embracing

opportunities to coach, teach and mentor

those healthy habits we all wish we did
just a little better — this is our hope by
having this new Lifespace Center,” said
Col. Gary Wheeler, Lyster Army Health

Clinic commander.
The new space

boasts a newly
remodeled check-in area along with
interactive learning stations covering

COURTESY GRAPHIC

subjects of health and well-being.
Soldiers and Families can use one of
four screens in the space to take the
Army’s Global Assessment Tool - a

confidential, self-assessment tool that
can help improve overall health. A full
kitchen space will host cooking classes
and demonstrations.
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Just Like Cats & Dogs

by Drawe T. Phipps

YOU KNOW THE WORLD IS CHANGING WHEN
THE 3 MOST DANGERQUS CIVILIAN JOBS ARE
POLICEMAN, FIREFISHTER AND CARTOOMIST,

Lest v

1. GECGHEAFHY
Amierican  oounbry
Colombaa amd Ferw’”

2. AMATOMY: What is the commaon
nearme for the maxilla?

i ULS, STATES:; What is the siate
capital of Michigan?

4, LITERATURE: What wns the
name ol thee alchermst who mvented
the Fhirlosopher's Stone i the “Harry
Potter Book sermes’

5. MUSIC: What is a quadrille?

6. TELEVISIONM: What was the
name of the competing bar in the com-
ey show “Cheers™

T GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: By
what other name do most people know
Esther Pauline Frecdman

B AD SLOGANS: “The dogs kids
lowve to bite™ wene made by which
company T

B, SYMBOLS: Which month of the
wear 15 named after the Roman god of
war!

10, SCIENCE: ‘What is the chemical
clement symbaol for ungsten?

Whant

lizs

South
Belween

See Page D4 for this week’s answers.
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Soldiers dominate cross country championships

By Tim Hipps
Installation Management Command
Public Affairs

BOULDER, Colorado — The All-Army
men swept the top six spots and the wom-
en claimed four of their top six positions
as the black and gold dominated the 2015
Armed Forces Cross Country Champion-
ships Feb. 7.

The Army men’s dominance marked
the first time in U.S. Armed Forces Cross
Country history that a team has swept the
top six spots, said Ken Polk, Armed Forces
Sports program manager.

Pfc. Stanley Kebenei, of Fayetteville,
Arkansas, won the men’s 12-kilometer race
in 37 minutes, 28 seconds. Spc. Caroline
Jepleting, of Landstuhl, Germany, won the
women’s 8-kilometer race in 30:01.

The Armed Forces Championships were
run in conjunction with the USA Track
and Field Winter National Cross Country
Championships, and the top six finishers
in both races automatically qualified for
Team USA at the International Amateur
Athletics Federation 2015 World Cross
Country Championships, which will take
place in Guiyang, China, March 28.

U.S. Army World Class Athlete Pro-
gram runner Spc. Augustus Maiyo, of Fort
Carson, was second among Armed Forces
men with a time of 37:29, followed by
Spc. Emmanual Bor (38:47), of Fort Bliss,
Texas, WCAP Spc. Aron Rono (38:52), of
Fort Carson, Spc. Samuel Kosgei (39:38),
of Fort Riley, Kansas, and Spc. Laban Sia-
lo (39:55), of Fort Carson.

The top five finishers for each squad
counted in the men’s team scoring. The
Army men won with 15 points, followed
by Air Force (37), Navy (46) and Marine
Corps (55).

Navy Lt. Amanda Rice (31:00), of Na-
val Air Facility Atsugi, Japan, was second
among Armed Forces women, followed
by Pfc. Susan Tanui (31:05), of Fort Ri-
ley, Kansas. First Lt. Chelsea Prahl (fifth
in 31:22), of Joint Base Lewis-McChord,
Washington, and former WCAP Maj. Em-
ily Potter (sixth in 31:43), of Fort Bragg,
North Carolina, rounded out the All-Army
women’s scoring.

The top four finishers for each squad
counted in the women’s team scoring. The
Army women prevailed with 15 points,
followed by Air Force (60), Navy (60) and
Marine Corps (71).

Chris Derrick, of Portland, Oregon, won
the USA open men’s division with a time
of 36:18, and was followed by Robert
Curtis (36:48), of Rochester, Michigan,
and Dathan Ritzenhein (36:51), of Bel-
mont, Michigan. Kebenei and Maiyo fin-
ished eighth and ninth, respectively, and
may advance to the world championships
as alternates. Although Jepleting won the
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U.S. Army World Class Athlete Program runner Spe. Augustus Maiyo competes during a steeplechase
event at the 2012 U.S. Olympic Team Trials. Maiyo won the men’s silver medal during the 2015 Armed
Forces Cross Country Championships in Boulder, Colo., Feh. 7.

Armed Forces women’s division, she did
not qualify for the world championships.

2015 Armed Forces Cross Country
Championships

* Women’s team standings: 1. Army
15; 2. Air Force 37; 3. Navy 46; 4. Marine
Corps 55.

* Women’s medalists: Gold — Army
Spc. Caroline Jepleting, Landstuhl, Ger-
many; Silver — Navy Lt. Amanda Rice,
Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan; Bronze
— Army Pfc. Susan Tanui, Fort Riley, Kan-
sas.

* Men’s team standings: 1. Army 15;

2. *Air Force 60; 3. Navy 60; 4. Marine
Corps 71.

(Air Force awarded second place based
on first non-scoring runner tiebreaker.)

e Men’s medalists: Gold — Army Pfc.
Stanley Kebenei, Fayetteville, Arkansas;
Silver — Army Spc. Augustus Maiyo, Fort
Carson, Colorado; Bronze — Army Spc.
Emmanuel Bor, Fort Bliss, Texas.

* Women’s team scoring (based on
top four runners): Army — 1. Spc. Caro-
line Jepleting, 30:01; 3. Pfc. Susan Tanui,
31:05; 5. 1st Lt. Chelsea Prahl, Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, Washington, 31:22; 6.
Maj. Emily Potter, Fort Bragg, North Car-

olina, 31:43; 10. Capt. Meghan Curran,
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New
Jersey, 33:19; 11. Capt. Ashley Hall, Fort
Benning, Georgia, 33:27.

Air Force: 4. 1st Lt. Katherine Ward,
Colorado Springs, 31:15; 8. Lt. Col. Bren-
da Schrank, Joint Base Andrews Air Force
Base, Maryland, 32:44; 12. 2nd Lt. Magin
Day, Ramstein Air Force Base, Germany,
33:37; 13. Maj. Charlotte Portlock, U.S.
Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs,
33:51; 16. 2nd Lt. Samantha Morrison,
Colorado Springs, 34:48; 20. Capt. Cindy
Dawson, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colo-
rado, 37:15.

Navy: 2. Lt. Amanda Rice, 31:00; 9. Lt.
Rachel Beckmann, U.S. Coast Guard Ma-
rine Safety Center, 32:56; 17. Ensign Eliz-
abeth Milewski, USS Anchorage, 35:39,
18. Lt. Susan Richardson, Patuxent River,
Maryland, 35:58; 21. Lt. Jessica Hafey,
USS Cape St. George, San Diego, 38:04.

Marine Corps: 7. Capt. Christine Taran-
to, NPS Monterey, California, 31:45; 14.
Capt. Angelica Valdez, Marine Corps Base
Quantico, Virginia, 34:10; 15. 1st Lt. Kath-
erine Sullivan, Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, California, 34:46; 19. Staff Sgt.
Sara Pacheco, Marine Corps Recruit De-
pot, San Diego, 36:44.

* Men’s team scoring (based on top
five runners): Army: 1. Pfc. Stanley Ke-
benei, Fayetteville, Arkansas, 37:28; 2.
Spc. Augustus Maiyo, Fort Carson, 37:29;
3. Spc. Emmanual Bor, Fort Bliss, Texas,
38:47; 4. Spc. Aron Rono, Fort Carson,
38:52; 5. Spc. Samuel Kosgei, Fort Riley,
Kansas, 39:38; 6. Spc. Laban Sialo, Fort
Carson, 39:55.

Air Force: 7. 2nd Lt. James Walmsley,
Malmstrom Air Force Base, Montana,
40:11; 8. Capt. Matthew Williams, Joint
Base San Antonio, Texas, 40:26; 13. 2nd
Lt. Isaiah Bragg, Wright Patterson Air
Force Base, Ohio, 42:07; 15. Capt. Jacob
Bradosky, Malmstrom Air Force Base,
Montana, 42:35; 17. Capt. Daniel Castle,
McConnell Air Force Base, Kansas, 43:58;
19. Lt. Col. Douglas Wickert, Nellis Air
Force Base, Nevada, 45:18.

Navy: 9. Lt. William Christian, Navy
Information Dominance Forces, 40:58;
10. Lt. j.g. Patrick Fernandez, Washing-
ton, D.C., 41:34; 11. Lt. Justin Lutz, Of-
fice of Naval Intelligence, 41:42; 14. Lt.
Aaron Lanzel, Washington, D.C., 42:28;
16. Petty Officer 2nd Class Justin Turner,
USS Nicholas, 43:33, 22. Lt. Kevin Sor-
rell, New London, Connecticut, 48:10.

Marine Corps: 12. Capt. Sean Barrett,
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Cal-
ifornia, 41:49; 18. Cpl. Michael Siringer,
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina, 45:11; 20. Lt. Col. Joseph Gal-
vin, Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina, 46:12; 21. Capt. Luke
Rodina, Fort Meade, Maryland, 47:57.

‘Stigma has to end’ — President signs

By Claudette Roulo
Department of Defense News

WASHINGTON — President Barack
Obama signed into law the Clay Hunt
Suicide Prevention for American Veterans
Act Feb. 12.

The act is aimed at reducing military
and veteran suicides, and improving their
access to quality mental health care.

Hunt was a decorated Marine veteran
who struggled with post-traumatic stress.
He deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan and
was wounded in Anbar Province, Iraq,
and witnessed the combat deaths of close
friends.

Two years after his discharge and af-
ter repeated setbacks in his medical care,
Hunt took his own life.

“By all accounts, he was selfless and he
was brave,” Obama said of Hunt. “And
when he died in 2011, it was a heartbreak-
ing loss for his family, his fellow Marines
and our nation, because Clay had already
done a great deal of good in the world. And
the truth is — he was just getting started.”

Through unimaginable grief, Hunt’s
family, friends and fellow veterans made
it their mission to spare other families the
pain they endured, the president said.

“So they shared Clay’s story far and
wide,” Obama said. “And they reached
out to members of Congress. And they
lobbied and they testified and made per-
sonal appeals. And thanks to their tireless
efforts — and we are particularly grateful
to Clay’s family, being able to transform
grief into action — today, | will sign the
Clay Hunt SAV Act into law.”

The president said the best way to honor
Hunt “is to make sure that more veterans
like him are here for all the years to come
and able to make extraordinary contribu-
tions, building on what they’ve already
done for our safety and our security.”

The act builds on efforts still in progress
to improve Veterans Affairs mental health
care access by:

» Requiring annual third party evalua-
tions of VA’s mental health care and
suicide prevention programs;

» Creating a centralized website with

resources and information about the
range of mental health services avail-
able from the VA;

» Conducting a three-year pilot program
using peer support to assist veterans
transitioning from active duty; and

» Encouraging collaborative  suicide
prevention efforts between the VA
and non-profit mental health organiza-
tions.

The president’s proposed 2016 budget
also includes more than $7 billion for the
VA to continue its focus on expanding
and transforming mental health services
for veterans, including treatment for post-
traumatic stress, ensuring timely access to
mental health care, and treatment for mili-
tary sexual trauma.

“This law will not bring Clay back,
as much as we wish it would,” Obama
said, “but the reforms that it puts in place
would’ve helped, and they’ll help others
who are going through the same challeng-
ing process that he went through.”

It’s time to eliminate the stigma and
barriers that face those who seek help,

Clay Hunt Act

the president said. Asking for help is hard
enough, he said, particularly when you are
used to helping others.

“Today, we say again to every person
in uniform, every veteran who has ever
served, we thank you for your service. We
honor your sacrifice. But sometimes, you
know, talk is cheap. And sometimes, you
know, particularly at a time when we’ve
got an all-volunteer force and so often we
can celebrate them at a ball game, but too
many are insulated from the impacts,” the
president said.

“We’ve got to also act,” Obama said.
“We can’t just talk. So we’re ready to help
you begin the next chapter of your lives.
And if you are hurting, know this: You are
not forgotten. You are not alone. You are
never alone. We are here for you. America
is here for you. All of us. And we will not
stop doing everything in our power to get
you the care and support you need to stay
strong and keep serving this country we
love.

“We need you. We need you. You make
our country better,” the president said.

ATV trail ride

SPORTS BRIEFS

USIKA

Outdoor recreation will host an all-terrain
vehicle trail ride Saturday from 7 am. to 1
p.m. The cost is $20 and pre-registration is
required. Drivers must pass the ODR safety
driving test before participating. Participants
must also provide their own protective gear,
including helmets, boots, etc., that must be
worn at all times. The event is open to the
public for ages 16 and up.

For more information, call 255-4305.

Youth sports registration

Fort Rucker Child, Youth and School
Services’ Youth Sports and Fitness Program
is taking registrations for youth baseball,
softball and jump roping now through Feb.
28 at parent central services in the Soldier
Service Center, Bldg. 5700, Rm. 193. The
baseball season runs from March through
May. The teams will be broken down into

the following age groups: Tee Ball (co-ed,
ages 5-6), Machine Pitch (co-ed, ages 7-8),
Dixie Minor (co-ed, ages 9-10), Dixie
Youth (co-ed, ages 11-12), Dixie Ponytails
Girls (girls, ages 9-12), Dixie Belles (girls,
ages 13-15). If there are not enough girls to
field a Ponytail team, players will be put on
a baseball team. Costs are $25 for jump rop-
ing, ages 7-18; $45 for baseball, co-ed, ages
5-12, age control date May 1st of the current
year; $45 for softball, girls ages 9-15, age
control date Dec. 31 of the previous year.
A current sports physical and a valid CYSS
registration are required for participation. A
multiple child rate will be determined at reg-
istration. Special requests for coaches and
players cannot be honored.

For more information, call 255-9638,
255-2257 or 255-2254. Coaches for the
teams are needed. People interested in vol-
unteering should call 255-0950.

Enterprise baseball

Enterprise’s semi-pro baseball team
needs players for its Saturday scrimmage
against Dothan at 2 p.m. at Peavy Park in
Enterprise. For more information, call Joe
Jackson at 464-1729.

Outdoor recreation mentorship

The Fort Rucker Outdoor Mentorship
Program is being created to foster an
environment of good stewardship in all
areas pertaining to the great outdoors, ac-
cording to ODR officials. Mentors will be
connected with Soldiers and civilians in
and around the installation based on ex-
perience levels of both the mentor and the
novice. Mentors age 18 or older may sign
up in one of the following areas: hunting,
fishing, camping, water sports and general
outdoor sports.

For more information, call 255-4305.
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We carry these leading diesel performance brands:

XD-SERIES

M = mﬂ (4 BOSCH

150 Ross Clark Circle | Dothan, AL

(334) 699-3700

Monday-Friday | 7:30 am-5:30 pm
www.techwayautomotive.com

Security Cl

NAMED ALABAMA
SUPER LAWYER 2008,
2009, 2013, & 2014

10.0 SUPERB RATING

“T am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both a military
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs. My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly

earance Denied/Revoked?

Dont let security clearance issues jeopardize your employment Of careet,

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has

been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,

covering all areas of government concern including:

® Criminal Conduct

* Sexual Behavior

® Foreign Influence

* Foreign Preference

* Misuse of Information
Technology

* Financial
Considerations

* Security Violations

* Drug Involvement

* Alcohol Consumption

* Personal Conduct

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services
he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit
www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

Contact Ron Sykstus NOW!

Petsonal email rsykstus@bondnbotes.com. Direct Office Phone 256-713-0221

B BOND, BOTES, SYKSTUS, TANNER & EZZELL, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW + 225 PRATT AVENUE * HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

FROM AVV0.COM .
to your location to represent
AV PREEMINENT ‘you at your hearing”
RATING BY
MARTINDALE-HUBBELL
NCMS MEMBER

Alabama Bar rules require the following: No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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9AM-4PM
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New donors can earn up to $50 their first week.

TUES.-THURS. & SAT

EARN CASH
HILE SAVING
LIVES

Short on cash?

We can help you while you help someone in
need by donating Life Saving Blood Plasma.

e FEat a good meal
before

e Bring photo ID &

proof of Social Security
Number & local address

IMMUNOTEK BIO CENTERS

2721 West Main Street
Dothan, AL
334-651-8000
Sign Up to be a donor today at:

www.immunotek.com

NOW
OPEN

FRI. 10AM-4PM

VISIT WWW.ARMYFLIER.COM

AIRFRAME &
POWERPLANT

Our quality policy is to
provide state of the art
training to help you convert
your aircraft maintenance
experience into an FAA
Airframe and Powerplant,
IA, or FCC rating.

A&P

2 weeks guaranteed”

7\
T

damesvnlle, GA

678-637-5145

www.globalschoolofaeronautics.com

www.getmyap.com
*with proper paperwork

~r1751.0,000

FEBEEE&EEY s —ThisiMonth

TRUGK

."-1

Visit our location at 123 Plaza Dr. Enterprise, AL
Call 334-347-8906 or visit www.timwhiteheadchryslerdodgejeepram.com

DOTHAN
Civic
CENTER

Friday & Saturday
1AL March 13 & 14
BN TXE 9am-6pm

Looking to update your
Home & Garden?

* Floor Covering
e Windows,
Doors & Siding
e Bath & Kitchen
Remodeling
e Landscaping
* Decorating
e Home Security
e Granite
e Outdoor Living
e Appliances
e Home Products
& Services
$5.00 Admission

Benefits Wiregrass
Habitat for Humanity

The Professionals will be there
with the Latest Trends and

Helpful Ideas...
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF!

Part:c:patlng
Vendors!

9

Limited
Booth Space
Available!

Presented By:

DoTHAN EAGLE
Dothan Civic Center

Call Today 334-702-2600 or Visit Our Website

DothanEagle.com/homeexpo
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