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Keep safety on holiday list

Winter in the South can be full 
of surprises, and that’s why Fort 
Rucker officials want to make 
sure those on post are prepared 
when hitting the roads in condi-
tions many in the area aren’t ac-
customed to.

Fort Rucker officials want to 
make sure that people on the 
installation are ready for any-
thing, especially when hitting 
the roads, according to Rebecca 
Ghostley, garrison safety direc-
tor.

Ghostley suggests that people 
stay prepared by making sure 
their vehicles are in tip-top 
shape before they take long trips 
or venture out in less-than-fa-
vorable weather conditions.

People should take the neces-
sary steps to make sure their ve-
hicles are prepared for the sea-
son before winter weather hits, 
said the safety director, adding 
that they can make sure they’re 
ready by having necessary main-
tenance checks performed.

People should make sure they 
get an engine tune up and check 
to make sure that all lights are 
in good working order, said the 
safety director. They should also 
have their brakes adjusted, and 

have their battery and voltage 
regulator checked, as well.

To ensure that their vehicle’s 
engine is able to perform in 
colder weather, people should 
switch to winter-weight oil if 
they aren’t already using all-
season oil, she said, and make 
sure to check tires.

When checking tires, people 
should make sure to check tire 
tread to make sure the tires aren’t 
too worn and ensure the tires are 
properly inflated, she added.

Having a car in proper work-
ing order isn’t the only thing 
people should consider before 
heading out on trips, said Ghost-
ley, who offered up tips people 
should consider before taking an 
extended trip:

Get plenty of sleep the night •	
before and never drive while 
tired;
Map out a route prior to leav-•	
ing;
Let others know their route, •	
destination and estimated time 
of arrival;
Check weather forecast along •	
the route and avoid traveling 
in areas with advisories;
Never warm up a vehicle in an •	
enclosed area due to possible 
carbon monoxide poisoning; 
and
Prepare an emergency kit in the •	

event they become stranded.
An emergency kit should in-

clude blankets, warm clothing, 
food and water, booster cables, 
flares, flashlights, battery-pow-
ered radio with extra batteries, 
cell phone, first-aid kit and any 
needed medications, said Ghost-
ley.

While driving, people should 
always take extra caution, espe-
cially while driving in inclement 
weather, she said.

“Always ensure everyone in 
the car is buckled up and take a 

break at least every two hours,” 
said the safety director. “Never 
use cruise control when driving 
on slippery or wet surfaces, and 
make sure you’re familiar with 
your braking system before at-
tempting to drive on wet or slick 
roads.  Be extra careful when it 
rains after an extended dry period 
because the oil on the road will 
have built up creating an ultra-
slick surface.

“People should always main-
tain a safe following distance 
behind another vehicle,” she con-

tinued. “Depending on road con-
ditions and speed, the following 
distance can vary between three 
to 10 seconds from the vehicle 
in front of you, with a minimum 
of six seconds during inclement 
weather.”

In the event that people be-
come snow-bound or stranded, 
she said the best course of action 
is to stay with the vehicle, which 
will provide a temporary shelter 
and make it easier for rescuers to 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Preparation key to safe winter driving

See safety, Page A5

Gail Stewart, military veteran, checks the oil level in her car as she prepares to perform general maintenance on her vehicle 
at the automotives skills center. The center offers complimentary holiday vehicle inspections on Thursdays in December 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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More than 400 people spent “A Night 
in Bethlehem” last year and the Fort 
Rucker Chaplaincy invites the Wiregrass 
to the drive-through experience again this 
year.

The free “A Night in Bethlehem” event 
is Dec. 13 from 6-8 p.m. The event re-
enacts the events leading to Jesus’ birth 
with a drive-through experience at the 
main post chapel loop using scenes de-
picting the annunciation to Mary, no 
room at the inn, the manger scene, shep-
herds in the field receiving the news from 
angels and the deployed choir depicting 
how 21st century Soldiers, civilians and 
contractors celebrate Christmas when on 
mission.

“The Religious Support Office began 
this program in 2007 under the name 
Bethlehem Village, as a VBS-style look 
at the Christmas story,” said Nancy 
Jankoski, Fort Rucker Religious Support 
Office director of religious education.  

Do you know where to find running 
trails around Fort Rucker? How about 
where Bible studies are located? Did you 
know there is a 5K coming up soon? What 
about the operational hours for the post li-
brary?

These are questions many may have 
when first arriving at Fort Rucker. Now, 
there is a mobile app for your smartphone 
or tablet devices that can answer all of 
these questions and more.

The Fort Rucker Resiliency Resources 
Mobile App utilizes the five health do-
mains from the Comprehensive Soldier 
and Family Fitness campaign – Physical, 
Emotional, Family, Spiritual and Social 
– and combines the data from the Fort 
Rucker Community Resource Guide and 
Fort Rucker websites so you can easily 
access important information about the 
topics that impact you and your family’s 
daily lives.

“The concept of the mobile app is this: 
in a year’s time there are 525,600 minutes. 

Out of all of these minutes, a person may 
spend approximately 20 minutes with their 
health provider, on average, five times a 
year,” said Capt. William Capp, Lyster 
chief of information management. “If you 
are only seeing your primary health care 
provider for 100 minutes out of the year, 
what else are you doing to positively af-
fect you and your family’s health the rest 
of the year? How can we at Lyster and at 
Fort Rucker impact your life space to help 
you make healthy lifestyle choices?  This 
mobile health app (helps) impact the life 

By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic
Public Affairs Officer 

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Soldiers check out the Fort Rucker Resiliency 
Resources Mobile App.

See resiliency, Page A5

Fort Rucker Chapel hosts Christmas events
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LEFT: Command Sgt. Maj. Michael D. Sutterfield, 1st Aviation Brigade command sergeant major, talks with Soldiers at the dining 
facility as they enjoy their Thanksgiving meal Nov. 24. ABOVE: Fort Rucker and U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence leaders 
serve Thanksgiving dinner to Soldiers and family members at the dining facility Nov. 24.

‘Night in Bethlehem’

See christmas, Page A5

giving thanks

File photo

Therese Erthal, Catholic parish coordinator, 
puts tags on the angel tree in the main post 
chapel in 2012.

Mobile app helps locate community resources

Resiliency



FORT BUCHANAN, Puerto 
Rico — It was Thursday afternoon 
and my company was having its 
end-of-the-day formation. I was 
looking forward to the beginning 
of a four-day weekend. 

When it was time for the safety 
briefing, my company command-
er spoke first, saying the usual, 
“Don’t drink and drive, don’t drink 
underage, etc.” Next up was the 
first sergeant. He began by saying 
how important every Soldier was 
to the company. 

From that point on, I didn’t hear 
a word he was saying because I 
was too busy mentally planning 
my weekend. I was thinking about 
getting my hair and nails done, 
what I would wear to the club that 
night and calling my boyfriend 
to arrange to meet up afterward. 
Finally, the first sergeant finished 
his safety briefing and we were re-
leased until Tuesday morning. 

I ran to my room, changed out 
of my uniform and dashed to my 
car. Traffic was congested on the 
road, but that didn’t prevent me 
from picking up my cell phone 
and trying to call my boyfriend 

to make arrangements. I tried to 
call him twice, but got no answer. 
While I was dialing his number a 
third time, I almost ran into the car 
in front of me. Oops! Still, I got no 
answer. 

I got my hair and nails done, and 
tried calling my boyfriend again, 
but the phone just rang. While driv-
ing back to post, I decided since I 
couldn’t reach him on the phone, 
I’d just send him a text. I began 
texting as I drove, looking down 
at the phone, pressing two letters 
and then looking back up at where 
I was going. 

This went on until I looked up 
and saw I’d drifted into the on-
coming lane and was about to hit 
a car head-on. I quickly dropped 
the phone and pulled back into my 
lane. However, when I dropped my 
phone, it landed on the passenger-
side floor. Now that I was back in 
my lane, I wanted to finish my text. 
I tried several times to reach over 
and pick up my phone, each time 
taking my eyes off the road for just 
a second or two. 

I finally reached my phone and 
consoled myself with the thought, 
“I only drove off the road once or 

twice.” I had started texting again 
when I suddenly heard a car horn. 
I looked back up at the road and 
quickly hit my brakes. I’d hit the 
side of a car in an adjacent lane. I 
remember seeing a baby on board 
sign on the side window. I hoped 
there wasn’t a baby inside. 

I immediately got out of my 
car, only to hear the baby crying. 
I thought, “What have I done?” I 
called 911 and then asked the lady 
in the car, “Are you and the baby 
all right?” Her reply was, “If you 
hadn’t been texting and driving, 
we’d all be all right.” 

I called my first sergeant, who 
immediately came to the scene 
of the accident. When the police 
asked what happened, the lady 
didn’t tell them I was texting while 
driving; however, she had told my 
first sergeant. He said, “Didn’t you 
listen to my safety briefing? I said 
absolutely no texting while driv-
ing. It’s just as bad as drinking and 
driving!” 

My first sergeant was very dis-
appointed with me. He said, “Up 
until this point, I thought you were 
a responsible Soldier.” This made 
me feel even worse. I had plenty of 
warning signs on the road that day 
while I was driving, but I chose to 
ignore each one. 

How could I be so irresponsible? 
My car was wrecked, I injured two 
people, my first sergeant was dis-
appointed, and the company com-
mander took away my four-day 
weekend and many more to fol-
low. Still, I consider myself lucky. 
I could’ve killed myself and two 
other people. 

Since that day, I’ve never again 
talked or texted on a cell phone 
while driving. I pay close attention 
to safety briefings, and remind my 
fellow Soldiers to never text and 
drive. 

After all, is it really worth a col-
lision to have a conversation?
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Staff Sgt. Jonathan 
Flores, Fort Campbell, 

Kentucky
“Make sure to check all your 

tires and fluids before heading 
out.”

“Make sure to have a spare 
tire because if you have a flat 
then that can be a problem. 
Make sure you have insurance 
on your vehicle, too.”

“Make sure that they have 
all their appliances they might 
leave on and turn them off.”

“Be well rested before going 
on the road, and don’t drink 
and drive. Be cautious of over-
the-counter medicines and any-
thing that can cause drowsiness 
while driving. If you’re driving 
up north, be careful of the wild-
fires and know your routes.”

Kevin Kelly, 
retired military

Charles Sconiers, 
civilian

Alison Pettengill, 
military family member

“Always check your car out.”

Mark Elliott, 
retired military
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ACE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy
Have the courage to ask the question, but stay •	
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you •	
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy
Remove any means that could be used for self-•	

injury.
Calmly control the situation, do not use force.•	
Actively listen to produce relief.•	

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.•	
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a behavioral •	
health professional or a primary care provider.

The automotive skills center is offering free 
safety inspections on Thursdays from 7:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. throughout the month of 

December. What tips can you offer for people 
to stay safe when taking trips this winter?

“
”

By Retired Sgt. 1st Class 
Cindy R. McClendon
Fort Buchanan Garrison 
Safety Office

Rotor Wash

DISTRACTED DRIVING
‘Is it really worth a collision to have a conversation?’ 

Army photo illustration



ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, 
Md. — Army researchers who are devel-
oping a wool-based fabric blend are aim-
ing to improve combat uniforms while 
boosting U.S. manufacturing jobs.

The Army has developed a fabric com-
posed of 50 percent wool, 42 percent No-
mex, 5 percent Kevlar and 3 percent P140 
antistatic fiber. 

One goal of textile research and devel-
opment under way is to create a flame-re-
sistant combat uniform made wholly from 
domestic materials, said Carole Winterh-
alter, a textile technologist with the Army 
Natick Soldier Research, Development 
and Engineering Center.

This research may provide an opportu-
nity to meet this objective, she said.

“We have a lightweight fabric that is in-
herently flame resistant. No topical treat-
ments are added to provide FR,” Winter-
halter said. “We are introducing a very 
environmentally friendly and sustainable 
fiber to the combat uniform system. We 
don’t have other wool-based fabrics in the 
system right now. This is a brand new ma-
terial.”

Three Army researchers traveled to Ger-
many from Aug. 26 to Sept. 15 for Exer-
cise Combined Resolve VII to work with 
about 100 Soldiers in testing and evaluat-
ing prototype uniforms composed of this 
fabric. The scientists joined John Rie-
dener, the Field Assistance in Science and 
Technology advisor assigned to 7th Army 
Training Command. The exercise brings 
about 3,500 participants from NATO al-
lies to the region. 

“We were in the heat of summer here and 

it was very warm during the exercise. The 
uniforms were lighter weight and breathed 
better. Soldiers were very happy with the 
material,” Riedener said.

FAST advisers are a component of the 
U.S. Army Research, Development and 
Engineering Command. 

Soldiers from 1st Armored Brigade 
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division par-
ticipated in the 21-day testing and com-
pleted surveys before and after the exer-
cise, said Brian Scott, NSRDEC equipment 
specialist, Soldier and Squad Optimization 
and Integration Team. The research and 
development team selected Hohenfels, 
Germany, because the previous FR wool 
undergarment evaluation took place there. 

Each Soldier received three prototypes. 
Each uniform was made from the same 
wool-based blend. One was “garment 
treated” with permethrin, an insecticide, 
and another “fabric treated” with per-
methrin. The third was untreated. 

Soldiers wore each of the three uniforms 
for about seven days in a field environ-
ment for a total of 21 days. The testing and 
survey instructions asked Soldiers not to 
compare the prototypes with existing uni-
forms or camouflage patterns. Participat-
ing Soldiers came from multiple military 
occupational specialties.

Their feedback regarding comfort, du-
rability, laundering and shrinkage, insect 
resistance, and overall performance will 
help determine whether researchers con-
tinue this development effort, Winterhal-
ter said.

Initial results suggest the majority of 
the Soldiers liked the fabric because it 
was lightweight and breathable; however, 
analysis of the survey data is not complete, 
said Shalli Sherman, NSRDEC program 
manager for the Office of Synchronization 

and Integration. 
Winterhalter is optimistic about the 

prospect of a wool blend being incorpo-
rated into combat uniforms because of its 
environmental, manufacturing and eco-
nomic benefits. She said the United States 
has about 80,000 wool growers and the 
Army would like to include this material 
in the clothing system. 

“Wool is 100 percent biodegradable. It’s 
easy to dye and absorbs moisture,” said 
Winterhalter, who is also the federal gov-
ernment’s chief technology officer for the 
Advanced Functional Fabrics of America 
Manufacturing Innovation Institute. “The 
Army has spent quite a bit of time and 
money to reintroduce a manufacturing 
process in this country called Super Wash 
that allows us to shrink-resist treat the 
wool. It’s been very successful. 

“When blended with other fibers, the 
fabric does not shrink excessively when 
washed,” she added. “The Super Wash line 
at Chargeurs in Jamestown, South Caroli-
na, has exceeded its business estimates. It 
has revitalized wool manufacturing in this 
country. Something we initiated for the 
Army has resulted in economic benefits 
and new jobs for U.S. citizens.”

The new Super Wash process makes 
wool viable for combat clothing in nearly 
any application, including jackets, pants, 
underwear, headwear, gloves and socks, 
Winterhalter said.

NSRDEC researchers plan a larger field 
study with more users over a longer time 
period of possibly 30 days. More data on 
comfort and durability is needed as the 
Army moves forward with this research 
and development effort, Winterhalter said. 

With more and more people 
shifting the way they shop from 
traditional brick-and-mortar stores 
to online shopping, savings might 
not be the only thing they come to 
this holiday season.

As shopping online becomes 
more convenient, people are be-
coming complacent when giving 
out personal information over the 
Internet, but the Fort Rucker Di-
rectorate of Public Safety wants to 
remind people to stay safe while 
looking for that special deal on-
line.

“A lot of people now shop on-
line during the holiday season 
and, when they do so, they need to 
make sure that they are shopping 
on a secure website,” said Peggy 
Contreras, DPS Community Po-
lice supervisor.

While shopping online, people 
should look for a little lock pad in 
the URL that tells them that the 
website is secure, she said. If they 
have any questions about the site, 
they should call the site directly 
and ask questions, or do whatever 

they can to verify that the site is 
reliable.

Most reputable websites will 
secure their websites with encryp-
tion, especially when dealing with 
financial information like credit 
card numbers or bank informa-
tion. Encrypted websites will start 
with “https” at the beginning of 
the web address – the “s” at the 
end of “http” stands for “secure,” 
according to the Federal Trade 
Commission website, ftc.gov/
idtheft.

The threat of identity theft is 

everywhere, but people can be 
more at risk while doing shopping 
online, said Contreras. If people 
do their shopping online, she sug-
gests that the visit only websites 
that they have trusted in the past 
or meet those secure standards.

“People need to do their home-
work when shopping online, or 
in general,” she said. “If you are 
shopping on a new website that 
you’ve never been to before, you 
need to be extremely careful. If 
there is any indication to them 
that the website might be bogus, 
take the extra step to check it out 
or avoid it altogether.”

People should also be wary of 
misspelled words in emails and 
especially web addresses, which 
are usually telltale signs that the 
website is fraudulent, she said. 
Also, people should never divulge 
personal information through 
email, phone or text messages, 
and especially avoid giving out 
Social Security numbers.

Another threat that people 
should be aware of are online 
scammers who will pretend to sell 
items that they don’t really have, 
said the community police super-

visor. Websites that people can 
buy directly from other people 
are usually done at their own risk, 
so she suggests that people avoid 
those entirely if possible.

The threat of identity theft is 
always present when shopping 
online and Contreras said that re-
sponsibility continues to fall on 
the individual to make sure they 
are protected, and that protection 
should also extend to their chil-
dren.

“It would be wise to think about 
your children because a lot of 
times we don’t think about it, but 
their identities can be stolen, as 
well,” she said. “You don’t want 
to wait until they’re 16 or 18 to 
find out that they have something 
on their credit report, so make sure 
you check up on it while they’re 
young.”

An extra preventative measure 
that people can take is to take 
on a credit-monitoring service, 
said Contreras. These companies 
will monitor information and any 
unusual activity to help prevent 
identity theft.

Some red flags people should 
look out for include: mistakes on 

bank, credit card or other state-
ments; bills or collection notices 
for services never received; calls 
from debt collectors about debts 
that don’t belong; unwarranted 
collection notices on their credit 
report; or even calls and emails 
about accounts in their child’s 
name, according to the FTC.

If people experience anything 
like this, they need to contact one 
of the nationwide credit reporting 
companies, said Contreras. Even 
if there is no issue, she suggests 
that people do this after the shop-
ping season is over to be sure.

Having one’s identity stolen 
is bad enough, but the recovery 
from the havoc it can cause to a 
person’s credit report can take a 
long time to bounce back from, 
so Contreras said the best form of 
protection is prevention.

“You don’t want to wait six 
months down the road to find out 
that somebody might have used 
of your information,” she said. 
“We live in a new time now. We 
used to sleep with the doors open, 
but now you we can’t do that. If 
you leave your information where 
someone can get it, they will.”
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News Briefs
Clinic closures

Lyster Army Health clinic will be closed the fol-
lowing dates in December:

Monthly training will be Dec. 16, starting at •	
noon;
Dec. 23, Christmas day of no scheduled activity •	
(no patient appointments);
Dec. 26, for Christmas Day (observed);•	
Dec. 30, New Year’s DONSA (no patient ap-•	
pointments); and
Jan. 2 New Year’s Day (observed).•	

Mocktails
Lyster Army Health Clinic and the Fort Rucker 

Army Substance Abuse Program will host their 
Mocktails event in the Lifespace Center at LAHC to-
day and Dec. 8 from 1-3 p.m. to kick off the National 
Drunk Drugged Driving Prevention Campaign.

CFC ceremony
The Combined Federal Campaign will wrap up 

its fund raising campaign with an awards ceremony 
Monday at noon at the U.S. Army Aviation Mu-
seum. 

Flu shots 
Flu shots are available for families in the 

preventive medicine department from 7:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Mondays through Fridays. Patients should 
keep in mind that lunch time is the busiest time for 
the department. After-hours immunizations will be 

provided today from 3:30-5 p.m. 

Thrift shop Saturday opening
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop will be open Satur-

day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information on 
the thrift shop, visit www.fortruckerthriftshop.org.

Military personnel closure
The military personnel division will be closed 

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Dec. 14 for its annual Christ-
mas party. This includes the ID card section, tran-
sition services, personnel services branch, person-
nel reassignment branch, personnel management 
branch, in and out processing, casualty office, and 
the retirement services office.

Military pay office closure
The Defense Military Pay Office will close at 

noon Dec. 16. All customers are asked to visit the 
DMPO with pay inquiries or clearance papers prior 
to the closure. The office will reopen from 3:30-4 
p.m. to accommodate Soldiers who do not have the 
opportunity to clear prior to the noon closure. Nor-
mal business hours will resume Dec. 19 at 7:30 a.m. 

Soldiers with a military pay emergency during 
this time should call 317-319-7604 for assistance.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree Council 

meets the first Thursday of each month in The Land-
ing at 11:30 a.m. The meeting is an open forum and 

all retirees are invited to attend. Retirees are also en-
couraged to apply for one of the open positions on 
the council.

For more information, call 255-9124.

ID card section closure
The Fort Rucker ID Card Section will close from 

2:15-4:15 p.m. for training the second Wednesday of 
every month.

Yoga classes
Lyster Army Health Clinic offers free yoga class-

es Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 11:45 
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in the Lyster Activity Center, Rm. 
J-100, of the clinic. Participants are encouraged to 
bring their own mat.

Diabetes Basics
Lyster Army Health Clinic offers beneficiaries a 

four-part Diabetes Basics Program where they will 
learn about preventing and controlling diabetes. 
Classes are held Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon at 
Lyster. 

For more information, call 255-7986.

Lost and found
People who have lost or misplaced property 

while on Fort Rucker can call the Directorate of 
Public Safety’s lost and found point of contact at 
255-3239 to inquire if their property has been turned 
in. To claim their property, people must be able to 

demonstrate ownership of the property. DPS retains 
property found or turned in at special events held 
on the installation, such as Freedom Fest – the most 
common items turned-in are keys, cell phones and 
wallets.

Weight control
The Lyster Army Health Clinic Fit for Perfor-

mance Weight Control Program consists of six ses-
sions taken over a six- to 12-week period. The pro-
gram is available to all active-duty military, retirees 
and family members. Classes are held on Tuesdays 
from 9-11 a.m. or 1-3 p.m. 

For more information, call 255-7986.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-

Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The thrift shop needs 
people’s unwanted items. People can drop off dona-
tions at any time in the shed behind the shop (former 
Armed Forces Bank building) located in front of the 
theater next door to the bowling alley. Donations are 
tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

Lyster update
People are welcome to check out the Lyster Army 

Health Clinic Facebook Page for the Healthy Tip of 
the Day and important clinic information, such as 
class dates and times.

The Lyster Twitter feed is at @LysterAHC.

ATC graphic

By Dan Lafontaine
U.S. Army Research, Development and 
Engineering Command Public Affairs

Soldiers, researchers test prototype 
uniforms during Combined Resolve VII

Photo by Jeff Sisto

Pvt. Antwan Williams, an infantryman serving as a human research volunteer Soldier at the U.S. Army 
Natick Soldier Research, Development and Engineering Center, models a prototype uniform developed 

Officials offer tips to help remain secure while shopping online



WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama and Defense Sec-
retary Ash Carter called several 
U.S. service members taking part 
in operations around the world to 
wish them a Happy Thanksgiving 
Nov. 24, according to officials.

Obama made nine phone calls 
to deployed service members this 
morning: two from the Army, one 
from the Marine Corps, two from 
the Navy, two from the Air Force 
and two from the Coast Guard, 
according to a White House of-
ficial.

The president thanked the mili-
tary members for their service, 
and he wished them and their 
families a Happy Thanksgiving, 
the official said.

Sgt. Kendra Newhart, a budget 
analyst with U.S. Army Central 
and a Lafayette, Indiana native, 
received a special call on Thanks-
giving Day at her office in Camp 
Arifjan, Kuwait. Newhart an-
swered her phone at about 7:45 
p.m. and heard a familiar voice 
emitting from the speaker – the 
voice of the president. 

The president called Newhart to 
recognize and congratulate her on 
her accomplishments during her 
deployment and thank her for her 
service. 

Newhart, a single mother of 

two, has served in the Army for 
eight years and volunteered for 
a year-long deployment with 
USARCENT. During the deploy-
ment, she has processed more 
than 400 purchase requests total-
ing $330 million and singlehand-
edly managed a $2 million gov-
ernment purchase card program 
among other feats. 

During the call, the two dis-
cussed family, Thanksgiving 

holiday activities and Newhart’s 
future career aspirations. 

In his Thanksgiving calls, Cart-
er also expressed his appreciation 
for U.S. troops’ service to the na-
tion, and in supporting America’s 
allies and partners, adding that 
those who support U.S. service 
members and their families at 
home have an important role, as 
well, according to a Defense De-
partment news release.

In each of the calls, Carter noted 
that he knows how difficult it is to 
be separated from loved ones dur-
ing the holidays, and he thanked 
service members and their fami-
lies for their sacrifice for the na-
tion, the release said.

According to the release, Carter 
spoke with the following service 
members.

-- Army National Guard Staff 
Sgt. Edward Roseman, 33, of Co-

conut Creek, Florida. Roseman is 
serving in the U.S. Africa Com-
mand area of responsibility. As a 
platoon sergeant, his efforts have 
been vital to the success of more 
than 300 security missions.

-- Marine Corps Staff Sgt. 
Mitchell Lander, 30, of Irwin, 
Pennsylvania. Lander provides 
imagery analysis in support of op-
erations in the U.S. Central Com-
mand area of responsibility.

-- Navy Reserve Lt. Kyle Fitz-
patrick, 33, of Philadelphia. Fitz-
patrick is supporting Operation 
Inherent Resolve in the U.S. Cen-
tral Command area of responsibil-
ity.

-- Air Force Airman 1st Class 
Jake Pullen, 19, of Kenosha, Wis-
consin. Pullen is deployed to the 
U.S. Central Command area of 
responsibility where he supports 
Operation Silent Sentry.

Additionally, Carter and his 
wife, Stephanie, spoke to Army 
spouse Blessing Gallo, who cur-
rently serves as a volunteer and 
mentor to help other spouses man-
age deployment stress on their 
families, the DOD release said.

Carter said he was very grate-
ful for the opportunity to speak 
to these extraordinary individu-
als who are serving the nation, 
and asked that they pass on his 
best wishes to their colleagues 
and families, as well, the release 
said.
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Official White House photo by Pete Souza 

President Barack Obama makes Thanksgiving Day phone calls from the Oval Office to U.S. troops stationed around the world 
Nov. 24. 

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
DEC. 2-8, 2016

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CENTER

WESTGATE CENTER Enterprise Information
334-347-2531

College Cinema • enterprise

a
ll

d
ig

it
a

l
p

ro
je

ct
io

n
•

a
ll

d
ig

it
a

l
p

ro
je

ct
io

n
•

a
ll

d
ig

it
a

l
p

ro
je

ct
io

n
•

a
ll

d
ig

it
a

l
p

ro
je

ct
io

n *R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

III ALMOST CHRISTMAS - PG13
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:20
Sat-Sun: 1:45, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:20

IV TROLLS - PG
Sat-Sun: 1:45 & 4:15
HACKSAW RIDGE - R
Everyday 7:30 Only

I New: ARRIVAL - PG13
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:20
Sat-Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20

III RULES DON'T APPLY - PG13
Everyday 5:00 Only
BAD SANTA 2 - R
Mon-Fri: 7:15 & 9:15
Sat-Sun: 2:00, 7:15 & 9:15

III ALLIED - R
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:30
Sat-Sun: 1:45, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:30

I FANTASTIC BEASTS - AND WHERE TO FIND THEM - PG13
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:30
Sat-Sun: 1:30, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:30

II From Disney: MOANA - PG
Mon-Fri: 7:10 & 9:30
Sat-Sun: 1:45, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:30

Defense Media Activity
Staff Report

GIVNG THANKS
President, SecDef make Thanksgiving calls to service members

WASHINGTON – Two new mobile ap-
plications developed by a Soldier provide 
quick and easy access to more than 500 
Army reference materials and a world-
wide database of Army Inspector General 
offices.

The IG Locator and DAIG Bookshelf 
apps – both available for free downloading 
via the iTunes App Store – were the idea 
of Maj. Brian Bettis, an inspector general 
with the Department of the Army Inspec-
tor General Agency.

The IG Locator app is a digital directory 
that contains phone numbers and street 
addresses for Army IG offices both in the 
U.S. and overseas. The DAIG Bookshelf 
is a searchable database that offers users 
quick access to more than 500 publicly 
available Army materials – regulations 
and other documents – that are often refer-
enced by inspectors general as part of their 
duties.

The idea for the apps came to Bettis in 
October 2015 while was he on temporary 
duty in Chicago attending the Defense En-
trepreneurs Forum. 

Prior to the event, Bettis said he was 
having difficulty finding the correct phone 
number for an IG contact. He concluded 
that if he, an inspector general, was having 
trouble getting in touch with a fellow in-
spector general, then the average customer 
would likely encounter the same problem. 

“After I got back [from the conference] 
and I was stewing on this for six months, I 
reached out to a guy I met at the DEF fo-
rum and asked, ‘How do I build an app?’” 
Bettis said. “He says, ‘Give me a day and 
I’ll get back to you.’”

Bettis’ contact put him in touch with 
people at the Army Research Laboratory. 
He submitted a PowerPoint slide he made 
that outlined his concept for the apps to 
ARL. He initially envisioned creating a 
mobile “tech channel” – a secure, up-to-
date digital phone and email roster for IGs 
worldwide to make it easier for them to 
contact each other. 

The Locator app could also be “crowd-
sourced,” as Bettis described it, meaning 
that if registered users found an error, they 
could submit the correct email address, 
phone number or street address for their 
respective IG location, and it would be im-
mediately updated in the database.

“If a Soldier is out in South Dakota and 
is looking for the IG office, and the app 
has the wrong address and he finds it, he 
can correct it,” Bettis said. “Hopefully this 
helps Soldiers get to their IG office faster 
than having to wait on a phone call back 
from the Pentagon.”

The concept of the Bookshelf app came 
about as Bettis wanted to give IGs and Sol-
diers quick and searchable access to Army 
regulations, pamphlets and other official 
documents. More than 500 documents are 
available in Bookshelf, and are searchable 
with a keyword “find” function. Addition-
al features are planned for the app in the 
near future, Bettis said.

“My hope is that it [the Bookshelf app] 
will lessen the amount of work that some 
IGs get based off of complaints that could 
be easily solved by taking just a couple of 
minutes to look it up yourself,” Bettis said. 
“Anyone who has the app can do the re-
search right on their phone.”

Though Bettis said his initial concept 
was rough – “they were caveman draw-
ings,” he joked – ARL realized the po-
tential of the idea and agreed to fund the 
project. His apps were added to an existing 
contract ARL had with TransApps, a DOD 
mobile apps program that began in 2010 
and provides Soldiers with a number of 
secure mobile applications that offer users 
a broad range of geospatial, tactical and 
analytic capabilities.

“There is this push for innovation in the 
military, and we’re connected with another 
couple of entities through ARL in the gov-
ernment, like the National Security Tech-
nology Accelerator/MD5 and the Defense 
Innovation Unit Experimental, that are 
driving this innovation push,” said Chad 
Vanderslice, the principle investigator in 
the project. “Brian is a prime example of 
one of those [innovators] – we call them 
‘intrepreneurs’ because they’re inside their 
organizations trying to make progress.”

A team of TransApps developers began 
working on the apps shortly after that. 
Lou Perna, a software development engi-
neer with the veteran-owned development 
company GXM Consulting, was asked to 
lead the project.

“We started having meetings with Brian 
and his stakeholders to go through and 
determine, ‘What are the critical require-
ments [of the apps] and what do they want 
to see them do?’” Perna said.

The first step was to create visual mock-
ups of the apps to get an idea of how the 
interface would look. Once this was final-
ized, the development of the apps began. A 
survey was conducted that revealed close 
to 90 percent of IGs use iPhones, so the 
decision was made to develop the apps on 
a platform called Xamarin, which is com-
patible with Apple’s iOS operating system, 
but also allows for future cross-platform 
development for both the Android and 
Windows OS.

Test versions of the apps were finalized 
and uploaded to Apple’s Test Flight pro-
gram, which allows a select group of users 

to test apps, look for bugs and give feed-
back to the development team.

“It’s been very exciting; we get to build 
something very quickly and get it out right 
away and get feedback,” Perna said. “This 
was an ideal environment for this project. 
We had a very involved stakeholder, and 
it’s really been a wonderful experience.”

The proliferation of apps that have a 
functional and tactical use for the military 
has been rising steadily in the last five 
years, and they have primarily been de-
veloped for use in a wartime environment, 
Vanderslice said. Apps like those devel-

oped by Bettis demonstrate a “pendulum 
swing” to more peacetime missions.

“Generating ideas from within an inter-
nal organization is not a novel thought; 
it’s been going on for years, decades,” 
Vanderslice said. “This innovation trend is 
a new way to leverage technology and ca-
pabilities to get those ideas quickly up to 
decision makers … and get them out there 
quicker. I think this is obviously a trend 
that needs to continue.”

To download these apps, search “IG Lo-
cator” and “IG Bookshelf” in the iTunes 
App Store.

Photo by Dustin Perry

Maj. Brian Bettis, right, an inspector general with the Department of the Army Inspector General 
Agency, demonstrates to U.S. Army Inspector General Lt. Gen. David E. Quantock how to use the IG 
Locator, one of two smartphone apps Bettis devised and developed with the Army Research Laboratory 
over the past year.

By Dustin Perry
U.S. Army Inspector General Agency

New apps offer access to worldwide IGs



space of our Soldiers and families.”
Capp said the app has the ability to find 

information fast, so Soldiers and families 
can make healthier lifestyle choices and be 
active in their daily lives. 

Future updates for the app include a push 
notification that you can opt in or out of 
that notifies you of upcoming events like 
5K runs or healthy cooking demonstrations 

at Lyster. 
As the app rolls out to other Army instal-

lations, a form of geo-targeting will give 
the ability to download the local base infor-
mation into the app. This is a great feature, 
especially for someone that goes TDY to 
other places. 

You can find the Fort Rucker Resiliency 
Resources Mobile App in your local mobile 
app store for Android and iPhone by typing 
in “Rucker” in the search field. 
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Anniversary Sale

“Your Family
Owned & Operated

Store For Over
50 Years”

50th
Come Help Celebrate

KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dothan, Alabama

(Across From Eye Center South)
LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES & FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

YOUR FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED STORE FOR OVER 50 YEARS
Same Day Delivery • NatioNwiDe Service

Limited Quantities • Some One and Two of a Kind • Pictures Similar To Illustration

2821 Ross Clark Circle
S.W. Dothan

793-3045
ALL NEW IN CARTON

1 Year in Home Service on all Appliances

Financing 1 year •
Interest Free over $1000
6 Month Free over $499

Sale Good Thur. 1st, Fri. 2nd, Sat. 3rd & Mon. 5th

30 inch, plug in, plug out burners.
New in carton. Compare $498.00

SALE
$29598

AMANA
ELECTRIC RANGE

14.8 cu. ft.
FRIGIDAIRE

CHEST FREEZER
$329

Sofa & Loveseat
Choice of Patterns

Reg. $998

SALE
$398

DINETTE
TABLE

Heavy Duty, Select Load Size
& Temp.

Was $248

SALE
$229

WHIRLPOOL
WASHER

WHIRLPOOL DRYER
Heavy Duty, Comm. design,

perm. press cycle, cool down
care. Was $238

SALE
$195

RECLINERS
LARGE

QUANTITIES
PRICED TO

MOVE

4 PC. BEDROOM SUITE
Dresser, Headboard,

Mirror & Chest.
Compare at $599

SALE
$299

FRIGIDAIRE
REFRIGERATOR

FREEZER
26 Cu. Ft. Side-by-Side,
Ice & Water Thru Door,

Stainless Steel, Was $1198

SALE

$749

OTHER
RANGES

Starting at

$269

with 4 chairs.
Compare at $268

SALE
$9995

TRUCKLOAD SALE
NEW 2 PIECE

LIVINGROOM SUITE

Limited Quantities

New in Carton, Under Counter
Dishwasher, Heavy Duty, Built In,
Easy Start Regular Wash & Dry

Cycle. Compare at $398

SALE
$218

14 cu. ft.
FRIGIDAIRE
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

$319
FRIGIDAIRE UPRIGHT FREEZER

21 cu. ft. Was $699

$519

A.V.B Member A.V.B.

Brand Source Associated Volume Buyers
Lower Prices Thru Volume Buying

One Of The Nation’s Largest Buying Groups
A.V.B. Member A.V.B.

FRIDIGIDAIRE
FRONT LOAD

WASHER
Was $649.

SALE
$419

FRIDIGIDAIRE
FRONT LOAD

DRYER
Was $599.

SALE
$298

Heavy Duty, 2 Speed, 3 Temp, 5
Cycle. Was $348

SALE
$248

WHIRLPOOL WASHER

Floor Models • Demos • Scratch & Dent

All

Merchandise Similar

To Illustration

Some One &

Two Of A Kind

FRIGIDAIRE
REFRIGERATOR/

FREEZER
18.0 cu. ft., New in Carton

Ice Maker Ready
Was $599.

SALE
$41995

FREE
Gift with

every purchase bestbest
of the wi regrass

BUNK

BEDS

SALE
$98

each

MATTRESS SALE

Twin..........Ea. Pc. $64.95
Full...........Ea. Pc. $84.95
Queen......Ea. Pc. $94.95
King..........Ea. Pc. $109.95

Sold Sets Only

WESTING HOUSE
BY FRIGIDAIRE

DISHWASHER

locate them. Additionally, people should 
continue to move their arms and legs to 
keep blood flowing; tie a bright cloth on 
their antenna to signal they’re in distress; 
turn on the dome light at night; make sure 
the tailpipe isn’t blocked or clogged with 
snow or mud; run the engine and heater no 
more than 10 minutes every hour to con-
serve gasoline; and keep a downwind win-
dow open for ventilation.

In order to help people on Fort Rucker 
stay safe throughout the holidays, the au-
tomotive skills center is offering free win-
ter vehicle inspections Thursdays between 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. through the month 
of December for authorized personnel, as 

well as pre-accident safety inspections for 
Soldiers going on leave before the holi-
days.

 “We conduct these free safety inspec-
tions before most major holidays. We want 
to make sure Soldiers and their families 
are safe before they go on long trips,” said 
Tina Barber, auto skills center program 
manager.

The mechanics will do an overall in-
spection of the vehicle – checking multiple 
areas, including engine fluid levels, radia-
tor fans, tire condition, belts and lights. 
Appointments are encouraged for the in-
spections, so people should call ahead and 
reserve a time.

For more information or to make an 
appointment, call 255-1075.

“We changed the name to 
‘A Night in Bethlehem’ 
because the format now is 
a one-night, drive-through 
Nativity display with five 
specific scenes.”

According to Jankoski, 
everyone who spends “A 
Night in Bethlehem” will 
receive a token ornament 
to hang on their trees at 
home.

“We will have live ani-
mals for the Shepherds in 
the Field station,” she said. 
“This is a simple, yet fun 
way for individuals and 
families to experience the 
Christmas story together. 
Persons can experience ‘A 
Night in Bethlehem’ by 
driving through, or, if an in-
dividual, a couple, a youth 
or a whole family would 
like to make an even better 
memory, we still have spac-
es for volunteers to be part 
of the Bethlehem cast. 

“There is no limit to the 
number of volunteers who 
want to sing the carols with 
the deployed choir, and we 
have plenty of costumes 
that fit over one’s clothing 
in varying sizes for adults, 
teens, and families with 
children to dress up togeth-
er as shepherds, angels and 
the crowd at the inn,” she 
added. “Participants will 
stay under a covered shel-
ter at most stations and we 
provide a nursery for the 
infants, toddlers and very 

young children of our vol-
unteers. So this is a chance 
for making memories and 
having fun as a family.”

To volunteer, call the 
Religious Support Office 
at 255-2989 or 255-3946, 
or get in touch with a unit 
chaplain. Volunteers will 
need to come in for one 
training session and cos-
tume fitting. 

This year’s event will 
also provide an opportunity 
for patrons to get into the 
holiday giving spirit.

“Like last year, we are 
advertising for voluntary 
donations of canned goods 
to help stock some local 
food pantries,” Jankoski 
said. “Persons can drive 
through Bethlehem even 
if they do not participate 
in the canned goods drive. 
There is no cost for this, we 
are just trying to help the 
needy and offer participants 
a chance to help a commu-
nity food pantry as a com-
munity service outreach. 
Last year, we collected over 
140 canned goods to help 
feed those in need in our lo-
cal communities.”

The post chaplaincy will 
support the angel tree pro-
gram again this year. The 
tree, adorned with tags and 
angels available to be spon-
sored, currently lights the 
main post chapel entryway. 

“Each tag contains the 
age and gender of a child 
whose family received a 
food voucher for the Army 

Community Service’s holi-
day food program,” Ther-
ese Erthal, Catholic parish 
coordinator, said. “We re-
ceive the names of children 
from families forward to us 
by ACS. Those names are 
then placed on our tree.”

Now through Dec. 11, 
individuals can select an 
angel from the tree. Partici-
pants are asked to purchase 
a new, age-appropriate gift 
for the child listed on the 
tag of the selected angel. 
Used toys and clothing will 
not be accepted for use in 
the program. Participants 
are also asked not to donate 
food or candy.

For more information 
about the angel tree pro-
gram, call 255-9894.

RSO hosts a Hanukkah 
service 5 p.m. daily Dec. 24 
through Jan. 1. 

Families are invited to the 
“Meet Me at the Manger” 
children’s Christmas ser-
vice Dec. 13 from 6-8 p.m. 
at Spiritual Life Center.

A children’s Christmas 
Eve Mass takes place Dec. 
24 from 4-5 p.m. at the 
main post chapel. A candle-
light service will follow 
from 7-8 p.m. and a Christ-
mas Midnight Mass takes 
place from midnight to 1 
a.m. Christmas Day Mass 
will be held Dec. 25 from 
9-10 a.m. at the main post 
chapel.

For more information, 
call 255-2989, 255-3946 or 
255-3140. 

Resiliency
Continued from Page A1
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
$157,250

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
$157,250

NEW RESIDENT CONSTRUCTION
• Speculative • cuStom

• Small commercial
•metal BuildingS

• remodel/additionS
• inSurance claim aSSiStance

Owner is licensed residential home builder\REALTOR
in the state of Alabama.

UNDER CONTRACT

www.c21regencyrealty.com

$110,000

COTTON CREEK ~ $254,000

NEW LISTING ~ $144,000

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become
a fan on
Facebook

4 BEDROOMS ON 1.75± ACRES

$109,900

www.c21regencyrealty.com

4 BEDROOM WITH POOL

START A BUSINESS ~ $154,500

$95,000

BUILD HERE ON 3.61± ACRES

4BR/4.5BA PLUS BASEMENT

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become
a fan on
Facebook

22 ANTHONY
$24,900: End unit townhome with large partially
fenced yard. Central heat & air, this 2BR/1.5BA
has a living/dining combination, galley kitchen
& place for your washer & dryer. Under the
staircase, there is room for your storage. Give
this property a look & see if it will work for your
needs. EVELYN HITCH 406-3436 MLS #20162044

             .     
         .    ,  , 

28648 HIGHWAY 167, JACK
$320,000: Country living at its finest on 30±
acres. Secluded, yet easy access to town.
5BR/5BA designed for the active lifestyle. Easy
to maintain with tile floors downstairs & carpet
upstairs. Open floor plan. Roughly 27 acres of
pasture land, bring the horses. CARL SHEFFIELD
954-651-6722 MLS #20162042

459 SANDY OAK
$78,000: Come view this
awesome 2BR/2.5BA
town house that
features bathrooms &
walk-in closets in BOTH
bedrooms!!! Newer
appliances, tile in kitchen &
dining area, deck out back
for relaxing evenings under
the stars!!! Don't miss out.
CHRIS ROGERS 334-406-
0726 MLS #20162051

145 LAKEVIEW
$58,000: Excellent investment property. Covered deck off master
bedroom, Jack & Jill bath upstairs, covered porch off kitchen. These
townhomes are convenient to Ft Rucker & have a good rental history.
AGNES KARVONEN 334-406-9752 MLS #20162052

140 COUNTY ROAD 163,
HUNTER RIDGE
$183,000: Updated: 3BR home. Granite
countertops, mostly hard surface floors, sprinkler
system in well-established neighborhood.
FRAN & DON KALTENBAUGH 334-464-1069
MLS #20162061

1097 COUNTY ROAD 723
$389,000: 3BR/2BA, very well maintained & has
everything you could want. The home has a wood
burning fireplace in the living room. The eat-in
kitchen opens to the family room with a stand-
alone wood burning heater. A 40x40 Butler bldg.,
inground pool, pool house, gazebo & a storage building are all located
on a secluded 48 acres. Rental income from 20± cotton & hay fields.
There is a small pond, too. New roof in 2015 & new HVAC in 2016.
Absolutely lovely. JAN SAWYER 334-406-2393 MLS #20162062

799 DONNELL #2, DALEVILLE
$153,000: Wonderful investment opportunity
right outside the Daleville/Ft Rucker gate. New
roof in December 2011, almost entire outside
siding replaced in 2015 along with the stairwell &
exterior lighting. All units come with washer/dryer,
oven, dishwasher & refrigerator. Some appliances are newer. Some
new flooring as well. This quadruplex is in good shape & has a good
rental history. JAN SAWYER 334-406-2393 MLS #20162079

14023 HWY 167, NEW BROCKTON
$229,500: 11± acre wooded lot with 4BR/3BA
home. Bonus room, formal living/dining room,
eat-in kitchen, pool, metal barn & much more.
Call today. JACKIE THOMPSON 334-406-1231 &
TERRI AVERETT 334-406-2072 MLS #20162066

238 HOLIDAY LANE, OZARK
$175,000: Convenient to fire station, shopping &
schools. Extra storage space in crawl space off
the laundry room in the main part of the house.
Separate in-law suite or 4TH bedroom with full
bath & walk-in closet. 2 outside sheds for hobbies
or storage. 2 HVAC units; 4 ton not a year old, 2½ ton approx. 10
years old. 50 gal water heater not a year old. Water turn off valve
on front porch to the whole house. Many more amenities. AGNES
KARVONEN 334-406-9752 MLS #20162094

414 GRAND PINE
$129,000: Remodeled & updated 3BR/1.75BA
home with 2-car garage. Large shaded & fenced in
backyard. 1,496 SF…what else could you want? All
new stainless appliances, new wood/tile flooring, new
paint, new solid surface countertops, new ceiling
fans throughout, tile work in bathroom, newer HVAC,
large MBR with walk-in closet & in-suite bath. Patio with arbor & even
your own lemon tree. Walking distance to elementary school, 5 mins
from Ft Rucker, in an older, established neighborhood. Seller is licensed
Realtor in AL. CHERYL PICCININI 334-390-9612 MLS #20162116

213 JASMINE CIRCLE
$154,000: Tucked in the woods off Boll Weevil Circle. While providing
privacy, they offer the convenience to schools, shopping, golf,
restaurants & minutes from Ft Rucker. Security system, carpet & tile
floors, stainless appliances, natural gas heat/cooking/water heater,
low E windows, irrigation system, 2" faux wood blinds, framed
mirrors in bathroom & tray ceiling in grandroom & fence across back
property line. (Maple Leaf Plan) Owner is licensed residential home
builder & REALTOR in the state of Alabama.
BILLY COTTER CONSTRUCTION 334-347-2600 MLS #20161425

163 CAMPGROUND ROAD, GENEVA
$325,000: An opportunity of a lifetime is here! This
26± acre campground has a restaurant building,
public bathrooms/showers, a pool, a private pond &
multiple cabins. This site provides an opportunity to
camp creekside in beautiful Geneva. This campground
is a perfect fit for comfortable living in a rural community. Geneva is
host to events such as "Geneva Festival on the Rivers" & "The Slocomb
Tomato Festival" & with over 25 RV hookups there is plenty of room for
visitors as well as permanent residents. CHRIS ROGERS 334-406-0726 &
PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653 MLS #20162110
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Armywide

Soldiers with the 77th Armored Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 1st Armored Division, load onto a UH-60 Black Hawk after completing their iteration of the squad live-fire exercise Nov. 2 at Udari Range near Camp 
Buehring, Kuwait.

Photo by Sgt. Angela Lorden

WASHINGTON — Nov. 24 wasn’t 
Thanksgiving for America’s enemies.

While the vast majority of Americans 
were sitting down with family for a fall 
feast, hundreds of thousands of U.S. ser-
vice members were on guard around the 
world, ensuring their fellow citizens en-
joyed a day of peace. 

For them, it was another duty day.
There are roughly 1.3 million service 

members on active duty in the military 
and another 800,000 in the Reserve com-
ponents. They are supported by about 

750,000 Department of Defense civilians 
and thousands of DOD contractors.

Today, there are around 275,000 for-
ward-deployed U.S. service members. 
They serve in more than 100 countries and 
on every continent.

Some are in harm’s way. There are 
about 9,800 U.S. service members in Af-
ghanistan. Most are helping Afghan allies 
maintain control of their country, while 
others are taking the fight to violent ex-
tremists who hope to use Afghanistan to 
plan attacks against the United States and 
its allies.

There are 4,960 U.S. service members 
in Iraq. They are helping Iraqi forces take 

the fight to the Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant. In Syria, there are about 300 ser-
vice members helping Syrian democratic 
forces take on ISIL around Raqqa.

TROOPS AT THE READY
These forces are supported by others 

based in Turkey, Kuwait and elsewhere in 
the region.

There are about 28,000 American ser-
vice members in South Korea ready to 
“fight tonight,” from the Demilitarized 
Zone to Busan.

There are about 50,000 American ser-
vice members based in Japan.

In Europe, Russian aggression in 

Ukraine and threats to NATO required 
a response from the United States with 
troops deploying to the eastern countries 
of the alliance on a rotational basis.

In Africa, troops are working with local 
nations to strengthen nations in their fights 
against Boko Haram and other violent ex-
tremist organizations.

In South America, U.S. forces are work-
ing with allies to curb the drug trade and 
stop transnational crime networks.

Overall, the Army has 183,630 Soldiers 
committed to supporting six geographic 
commands, according to Army officials. 

By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity

Maintainers assigned to the 122nd Aviation Support Battalion work to install equipment on a UH-60 Black Hawk assigned to the 82nd 
Combat Aviation Brigade at Fort Bragg, N.C. Nov 16. 

Photo by Sgt. Steven Galimore 

MAINTAININ’

Service members mark Thanksgiving while serving on global missions

BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Afghanistan — In celebration 
of the 98th anniversary of the “Big Red One” patch, Sol-
diers from the 1st Combat Aviation Brigade, 1st Infantry 
Division, were presented with hand-sewn combat patches 
during a ceremony Oct. 28 at Bagram. 

Capt. Grant E. Cuprak, commander of Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 1st CAB, came up with the 
idea for the historical spin on his unit’s combat patches 
during a staff trip to the First Division Museum at Can-
tigny in May before their deployment. 

Cuprak said he was discussing with his company’s first 
sergeant how to best execute the company’s combat patch 
ceremony when the idea came up.

“After we decided to try to do this idea, I reached out to 
the awesome staff at the First Division Museum, includ-
ing Mr. Andrew Woods and Mr. John Maniatis, who were 
able to scan those memorandums so we could re-create 
the patches,” Cuprak said. “It was interesting to see the 
documents and how it played out. First a red five inch ‘1’ 
was proposed. Then the Oct. 28, 1918, version, which was 
really the ‘grandfather’ to the patch (OD green with the 
red ‘1’). And then the version published and utilized – the 
memorandum 15 version – dated Nov. 23, 1918.”

Cuprak and his unit decided to expand on the experi-
ence by holding the combat patch ceremony on Oct. 28, 
98 years to the date of the grandfather-patch telegram. A 
priority for them was keeping as many of the original de-
tails as possible with the new throwback patches.

“The patches themselves took a good bit of work,” Cu-
prak said. “It was difficult finding and ordering wool that 

was to the time period. CW5 Sam Baker, 1st Sgt. David 
Green, Staff Sgt. Tara Schneider and Spc. Travis Simmons 
all helped in the process of making them.”

The ceremony, as well as the meaning behind it, was 
met with enthusiasm by the “Demon” Soldiers who par-
ticipated, Cuprak said.

“The ceremony went awesome,” Cuprak said. “We 
had many Soldiers who are on night schedules get up in 
the middle of their rest period to be a part of it. Several 
Soldiers have gotten extra patches and have sent them to 
friends in the Division Headquarters and 1st Inf. Div. Ar-
tillery in Iraq so they can also wear them as combat patch-
es too. A couple other Soldiers have set aside their patch 
to give to their fathers who were in the BRO years ago.” 

Equally enthusiastic about the idea were historians 

By Bob Harrison
U.S. Forces Afghanistan
Public affairs

A throwback patch sits on the right arm of Soldiers following a Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Combat Aviation Brigade 
combat patch ceremony Oct. 28 in Afghanistan. 

Photo by Bob Harrison

‘Demon’ brigade Soldiers put on 
historic patches during deployment

See patches, Page B4

See thanks, Page B4

PIEDRA MESA, Costa Rica — A group of 16 doc-
tors, nurses, dentists and other specialists from Joint 
Task Force-Bravo took part in Operation Pura Vida, 
a joint humanitarian mission and Medical Readiness 
Training Exercise at an indigenous region in the Carib-
bean province of Limón Nov. 1-3. 

The group arrived in four helicopters from the 1st 
Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment and joined 30 
Costa Rican physicians to provide basic healthcare 
services to approximately 300 residents of the indig-
enous village of Piedra Mesa, Telire region of Tala-
manca, Limón.

Communities living in remote areas are usually at a 
great disadvantage in terms of access to medical care. 
Ordinarily, Piedra Mesa patients would have to travel 
on foot for up to seven days, to the nearest medical 
treatment facility. The JTF-Bravo team provided pa-
tient services to include preventive medicine, internal 
medicine, pediatrics, dentistry and nurse technicians, 
in addition to the airlift capability.

Costa Rican Public Security Minister Gustavo Mata 
Vega and U.S. Ambassador to Costa Rica S. Fitzgerald 
Haney visited the mission site Nov. 3. Mata thanked 
the ambassador, the embassy and JTF-Bravo for the 
assistance, and said that humanitarian missions like 
this one are fundamental to improve health and secu-
rity conditions for indigenous people. 

“This is something that the village has requested, 
along with the Costa Rican government, and it’s an 
opportunity for everyone to better understand and pro-
vide services to what otherwise would be a very isolat-
ed, indigenous population,” said Maj. Rosemary Reed, 
JTF-Bravo civil military operations deputy, “We want 
their support and understanding of why we’re bringing 
this particular unique capability to their village.”

A thriving rural community is dependent on the 
health of its population. Access to medical care does 
not guarantee good health; however, access to health-

By Master Sgt. Kerri Spero
Joint Task Force-Bravo
Public Affairs

‘GLOWING 
SUCCESS’
Joint medical teams bring 
healthcare to remote village

A CH-47 Chinook from the 1-228th Avn. Regt. prepares to land at 
the indigenous village of Piedra Mesa, Telire region of Talamanca, 
Limón, Costa Rica. 

Photo by Master Sgt. Kerri Spero

See success, Page B4

at the 
ready
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INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

GENERAL

HEALTHCARE

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

HOMES FOR SALE

WATERFRONT

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

!.",,02034,
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See who’s
hiring!

Grow your
career!

$ (-1"&. %5-2 +*0-"*
$ +*/*&)* !51 43./'*0
$ +*/*&)* !51 ,#*2.0

Search & Apply:Place your ad in our

Sales & Service
Directory
and grow

your business!!!

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

ûü GUN SHOW üû
December 3rd & 4th
* National Peanut Festival Building *
Hwy 231 S. Dothan, Alabama
* Over 275 Tables *
Sat. 9-5 ∂ Sun. 10-4
Call 334-279-9895

û TOUR DESTIN AREA 1st. time visitor only.
$500. per person Fri. and Sat. only

Jan. 15th 2017 . Includes breakfast, Limit 6
û TOUR SHANGHAI includes a fast train
180 mph to Nanjing & Hangzhou

$3500. per person 7-10 days April 1st, 2017
(Does not include food) Limit 10
r Call Roger Trent 334-405-5999

Alien Ware Gaming Computer - 16 GB DDR3
RAM, 7200 RPM, 1TB Hard Drive, intel core I5
processor, 240 watt power supply, Nvidia
gforce graphic card, 334-792-6088, $850

AKC Standard Poodle Puppies
Tails Docked, dew claws removed, 1st
shots/wormed, Ready December 20th!
Now taking deposits. Call 334-282-2213
Boxer Mix: Brindle w/ white markings. Special
Companion. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Beautiful Large Yellow Lab Mix. Smart, Playful
and obedient. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Beautiful Adult Black Lab Mix. Calm, loves
attention. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

Maltese XMAS Puppies AKC!
Will Be Small. 1 F/ 2 M, S/W,
Ready December 24th! Depos-
it will hold. Call 334-703-2500

FRESH GREEN PEANUTS
Call: 850-352-2199 Or 850-573-6594
Peanut Shack 4128 Hwy 231

Satsuma & Lemons
$20.00 Per box (can ship as gift)
Bar-L Ranch Hwy 73 South

(South of Marianna) on Laramore Rd.
Call 850-209-5506

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Home Grown
CanningTomatoes

Shelled Peas & Butterbeans,
Turnips & Collards

Other Fresh Picked Fruits and
Vegetables Available!
Located Hwy 52 Malvern

334-793-6690

Bahia Seed, Bulk Oats & Wheat
Excellent germination with over 40 yrs

experience. Kendall Cooper
Call 334-703-0978, 334-775-3423,

or 334-775-3749 Ext. 102

Bahia Seed, Bulk Oats & Wheat
Excellent germination with over 40 yrs

experience. Kendall Cooper
Call 334-703-0978, 334-775-3423,

or 334-775-3749 Ext. 102

MADDOX FARMS
Beautiful Bermuda Coastal Hay
r Round Rolls $50 r Square $5

Paso Fino Horses for Sale
Horse, Pasture & Barn Boarding

Call 334-791-0023

Buying Pine / Hardwood in your area.
No tract too small
Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
334-389-2003

Fast paced Real Estate Office has
full time Receptionist position available
immediately. Must be professional in
demeanor and handle the public well.
Experience with telephone systems with
up to 10 lines helpful. Ability to multitask

a must. Computer literacy with
Microsoft Office and Outlook a plus.

Call Terry Allgood 334-470-8940

The Enterprise Housing Authority
is now accepting applications for a
Maintenance Laborer

Minimum qualifications: Ability to read and
write; some experience in care and

maintenance of buildings and/or grounds; or
any equivalent combination of training and
experience. Must be physically capable of
performing assigned tasks. Possession of or
ability to readily acquire valid State of
Alabama motor vehicle operator’s license
and be insurable under the Authority’s

vehicle liability policy.

Potential employee must complete
drug/alcohol screening and background
screening once position is offered.

Enterprise Housing Authority is an
Equal Employment Opportunity employer and
a Drug-Free Workplace. Enterprise Housing
Authority complies with Section 3 regulations

and E-Verify requirements.

∂ Applications can be picked up at the
office Monday - Friday from

8:00am to 4:00pm.
∂ Deadline for submitting applications will

be 4:00pm on December 16, 2016.

CENTER in Ozark
RN Supervisor

needed for NIGHT SHIFT
and LPN Charge Nurses
Needed for Night Shift and Baylor.

We offer competitive wages and benefits.
Apply in person only at :
929 Mixon School Rd. Ozark, AL

M-F 8:00-4:30 EOE

FSBO 209 Craftsman Dr.
Braxton Bend Subdivision
Beautiful 2-story with
easy access to Westgate,
recreation, shopping &
restaurants! 4BR/3BA

w/2-car garage, great floor plan, 2400SF,
downstairs master suite, upstairs bonus room,
fireplace, hardwood floors downstairs and new
carpet upstairs, surround sound system,
covered porch and patio, large fenced yard

with sprinkler system.
Move in ready! $254,000 Call 334-797-0814

HOUSE FOR SALE BY OWNER
614 Mohican Ave. Dothan AL. 36301
2 bedroom, 1 bath
$57,500.00 OBO
334-701-7445

Lg. 1.74 ac. Lot - White Oak Creek -
Eufaula 160 ft. water front, water, power &
septic tank, currently set up for camper,

has 2-decks, no boat dock
ONLY $95,000 334-798-0040

rWill pay top dollar
for used mobile

homes. 334-685-0889

1947 Higgins Classic
Wood Runabout 18 ft.

Ultra rare. In very good
condition. Solid user boat.
Has 6 cyl. Chrysler Marine
inboard engine. $12,900
obo. Call 334-232-4371

Want a "NEW" camper
without the new price?

2013 Rockwood Windjammer 3001 W
Only used 5 times! - $26,000.
Call 334-695-9823 for more info!

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $64,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

BUICK 1974 ELECTRA 225, MAROON/GRAY, ONE
OWNER, 40K MILES, HARD TOP, GARAGE KEPT,
ORIGINAL. "LEVEL PLAINS AREA" FACTORY
ORIGINAL. $4000 CALL 334-618-9413.

Volkswagen 1973 Super
Beetle, 3 speed auto-
shifter, great condition
$5000 Call 334-441-6505.

Cadillac 2005 Deville , 99k miles, fully loaded,
good condition, dark blue with leather interior,
good michelion tires Asking $5200 Call 334-379-
9775

Chevrolet 1990 Lumina Euro Sport, 112 K miles,
CD player, cold AC, like new interior, aluminum
mag wheels, good tires, runs great, white in
color, (needs touch up) maroon interior. Such a
classy Jewel! $2400. OBO 334-648-3171.

DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE?
* $0 DOWN - RIDE TODAY
Good Credit, Bad Credit?

No Credit? Buy here Pay here!
Pass, REPO, BK’S, SSI & VA OK
Debra 334-648-3983 or Steve

334-803-9550 * More info about our $0 down.

Ford 2001 Tarus , 120 K miles, tan color, clean
inside and out, aluminum wheels, CD, cold AC
and runs great! $2800. OBO 334-648-3171.
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AUTOS FOR SALE AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

MOTORCYCLES SPORT UTILITY

WANTED AUTOS

Buy It!
Sell It!

Find It!

Ford 1997 Taurus GL,
loaded, clean, automatic,
V-6, cold air, good
condition, 101,915 miles.
$2300. Call 334-790-7959.

Ford 2014 Fusion, low miles, very well equip-
ped, great fuel mileage. $250 down, $250 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher (334) 791-8243.

Honda 2011 Accord EXL, V-6, fully loaded, low
miles, leather, sunroof. $300 Down, $300 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher (334) 791-8243.

Honda 2015 Civic, 4 door, full warranty, must
sell! $200 down, $249 per month. Call Ron Ellis
(334) 714-0028.

Kia 2007 Spectra EX Se-
dan, automatic, 4 cylin-
der, loaded, clean, 76,905
miles. $4795. Call 334-
790-7959.

Kia 2008 Spectra 5 SX, 4
cyl., automatic, 4D hatch-
back, 76600 miles, like
new, $6100. Call 334-790-
7959.

Kia 2013 Soul, black, 21k miles, fully loaded,
one owner, regularly serviced, nice car!
$12,300 OBO Call 334-790-1494

Lincoln 2011 MKS-V6 , 1 owner, bought new,
46K miles, very clean, tint windows, H/C front
seats, GPS Blue Tooth, backup camera, remote
start keyless entry, new tires. $14,000 Firm.
Call for details 334-983-4941.

Toyota 2005 Highlander:
One owner, good
condition, 3rd row seating,
V6, tow package, sun roof.
$5500 8506930584

Harley Davidson 1993 Fatboy , custom paint,
screaming eagle exhaust, S&S carburetion, 30k
miles $7000 Call 334-447-1360

Harley Davidson 2001 Roadking Police Bike, 25k
miles, garage kept, windsheild and backrest,
saddle bags $7,200 Call 334-714-8534

Harley Davidson 2001 Wide Glide Custom , too
many extras to list, 18k miles, $7500
Call 334-406-6685

Harley Davidson 2003 Heritage Softtail Classic,
100th Anniversary Edition, black & silver, new
tires, Vince & Hines exhaust, 31k miles, $8,500.
Call 334-406-6685

Honda 1982 CM250 Custom , all original $1150.
Call 334-714-6305.

Harley Davidson 2008
Sportster 883CC,
3.3 gallon tank,
50 + MGP, adult owned,
garage kept, everything
factory orginal,
windsheild, backrest,

luggage rack, vivid black. Must See to
appreciate!! REDUCED $5900. Call 334-598-0061

Kawasaki 2005, 4-Wheeler, Bayou, good
condition, new tires. $1250. 334-200-5297.

Kawasaki 2013
Vulcan V-Star 900 ,
black & silver, excellent
condition, garage kept,
19K miles. $5000.
334-596-5098.

Trike 2002 Honda VTX 1800 , only 29K miles,
adult owned, garage kept, windshield, back-
rest, new tires, like new. $6800. 334-793-4930.

Trike 2002 Road King
Classic , garaged,
lowered, runs well,
beautiful, vance & hines
pipes, lots of chrome,

17,300 miles, 89 yr. old owner. Reduced Price
$17,000 Bill 334-762-2700 or Call: 334-714-9607

Jeep 2002 Cherokee 145K miles, blue in color,
excellent condition, new tires. $4000.
334-618-7381 or 334-702-4394

Jeep 2015 Cherokee Sport, low miles, under
warranty, must sell! $200 down, $249 per
month. Call Ron Ellis (334) 714-0028.

Toyota 2013 4-Runner Limited LTD SUV
2 wheel drive, 1-owner, excellent condition.
Loaded, 39K miles, remote start, nav., rear vid-
eo, weather tech. mats, leather heated seats,
moon roof, met. gray, $28,500. 334-714-0865.

ûWanted to buy Junk û
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

ELECTRICAL WORK

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

EXCAVATION

FLOORING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

LAWN SERVICES

PAINTING

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICE

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

Want Your Ad
To Stand Out?
Use An Attractor
Or Use Bold Print

In Your Ad

Complete CareGivers
In Home Elder Care Service

Housekeeping, Cooking, 24/7 Care, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

334-492-2235
Free estimates • Dothan, aL

resiDentiaL and CommerCiaL
Licensed, Bonded and insured

H Workmans Comp and General Liability
Concrete Driveways, sidewalks, Curbs,
Concrete Parking Lots, Building slabs,
Any and All of Your Concrete Needs

Call Today “QuaLiTy ResuLTs”
Roy Poole, estimatoR • BRent Poole, owneR

PooLe
ConCReTe

ConTRaCToRs

SOUTHERN SITE WORKS, LLC
Grading ∑ Demolition ∑ Clearing ∑ Asphalt
Paving ∑ Concrete ∑ Ponds ∑ And More...

Extremely Talented, Diligent and
Courteous Crew. Licensed
û Residential & Commercial û

r 334-712-9704 r 334-726-3231

Affordable Electrical Repair
∂ New Electrical Installation

∂ Upgrades
∂ Free Estimate

∂ 40 Yrs Experience & Family Owne d

Call 334-797-5762 Licensed and Bonded

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Surgical Land Clearing
• Forestry Mulching • Land/Lot Clearing

Contact Patrick or John Moore
at 334-714-4047 or 334-803-4281

• Brush Cutting • Small Trees • Food Plots
• Shooting Lanes • Clear Fence Rows

• Lot Beautification • Survey Line Maintenance
• Riding Trails

Aero Flooring and
Restoration

Repair, Restretch-new installation.
∂ Carpet ∂Tile ∂Wood ∂ Laminate

MUSCLE GLOSS
100% Epoxy Coating
Garage / Patio Floors
r Call Dave 334-718-5780 q

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR
Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û Water
Proofing & Insurance Work
(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards
References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

We are now pleased to offer our same
commitment to honesty , customer

service, and our attention to detail for all
of your remodeling and addition needs.
r FREE ESTIMATES

Please give us a call: David 334-726-5001
Scott 334-790-0709 or Brandy 334-790-9403

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist
Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows
Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

MUSTARD SEED LANDSCAPING, LLC

Professional Landscape Design/Installation
ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer

Auburn University Graduate

*Irrigation Installation/Repair
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage
Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed@comcast.net

ALDRICH LAWN CARE
Free Est. Price matching with better quality
Mowing, Edging, Weed Eating & Leaves

r 334-678-9701 OR 334-618-9097
Licensed & Insured - Residential &
Commercial ( Year round service )

LAWN PRO, LLC
Need your lawn looking
fresh for the holidays?

We can help.
rServices include:

∂ Year Round Lawn Maintenance
∂ Hedge Trimming ∂ Chainsaw Work

∂ Flower Bed Work including new bedding,

etc... Call Josh at 334-726-8593
for a FREE ESTIMATE!

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.
r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your free estimate 334-200-1368

RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC
"We Do More Than Cut Grass"

Commercial and Residential
∂ Fertilizer ∂ Lay Sod ∂ Minor Storm

Removal ∂ Leaf Removal
∂ Power Wash ∂ Vinyl Siding
∂ Interior/Exterior Painting
(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-699-2563
FREE ESTIMATES -

Licensed & Bonded.

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service
∂ Tree Removal

∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work
∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
† Interior † Exterior

† Pressure Washing
Free Estimates!
No job too small!!

( Licensed & Insured )
r 334-677-2291 OR 334 -618-0134 q

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING
LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

@ Roofing
@ Eaves & Siding
@ Drives, Etc.
Roof Cleaning
Involves

No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL

Free Estimates
We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"

For Repairs and Leaks
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com
r Come Visit Our
Showroom

NEUMANN CONSTRUCTION
AND METAL ROOFING

∂ Commercial & Residential
∂ Over 20 Years Experience
∂ Locally Owned & Operated

FREE ESTIMATE 7 DAYS A WEEK
û Call 334-701-5195 û

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A-1 Tree
Service
Licensed ∂ Bonded ∂

Insured∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation ∂ Lawn
Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES
Call for your FREE estimate!
334-400-4959 Call for details

30 years of Experience
û Accepting all major credit cards û



from the First Division Museum 
at Cantigny Park in Wheaton, 
Illinois, who offered help with 
researching through their collec-
tion of artifacts. 

“With the current division 
looking back to its origins, I 
think that’s definitely something 
very special,” said John Mania-
tis, registrar at the First Division 
Museum at Cantigny Park. “It is 
good to know that you are part 
of a long chain of individuals 
who have put that patch on their 
shoulder and do so with pride.”

Maniatis, an archaeologist, 
first became interested in the his-
tory of the Big Red One patch 
after noticing the slight varia-

tions in the museum’s collection. 
Comparing the dimensions of 
surviving insignia with instruc-
tions put out through memoran-
dums in 1918 during the patch’s 
inception led him to become a 
resident expert on the subject for 
the museum. When the 1st Com-
bat Aviation Brigade contacted 
the museum for input on making 
the throwback patches, Maniatis 
helped give them the original 
specifications. 

“When you think of the modern 
Army and its practices, things are 
standardized for ease of use (and) 
for the sake of keeping things 
simple,” Maniatis said. “But, in 
those early years it didn’t really 
work out that way. You didn’t 
have a contracted manufacturer 

for it.”
The patch was the result of an 

Army-wide need to better iden-
tify Soldiers based on their unit 
during the close of World War I, 
according to Maniatis. 

“When the first division went 
to war in the first world war, the 
only way to identify yourself was 
through your regiment,” Mania-
tis said. “You had Soldiers writ-
ing their names let’s say on their 
gas mask bags. The gas mask 
bag is right on their chest and (it 
would say) you’re ‘Sgt. Smith’ 
and you’re ‘26th Infantry,’ that’s 
how you’re known. There were 
no shoulder insignia to say that 
‘I’m part of the 1st Division.’ 
There was no BRO yet.”

Maniatis was able to trace the 

origin of the BRO patch to a set 
of recovered memorandums and 
telegrams released between Oc-
tober and December 1918. 

“Memorandum No. 15, dated 
Nov. 23, 1918, informed all Sol-
diers of the division what the 
newly approved 1st Division 
insignia looked like,” Maniatis 
said. While the memorandum 
designated the quartermasters 
were responsible for furnishing 
the red cloth to make the number 
ones, it was also stated that the 
olive drab green cloth would not 
be furnished in time. 

With only a part of the patch 
being furnished by the unit in 
1918, original patches were con-
structed in myriad shapes and 
sizes, according to Miniatis. 

“So the quartermaster is fur-
nishing the red number ones, but 
it was really up to the Soldiers to 
get that green shield background 
on there,” Miniatis said. “Which 
explains that when you look at 
our collection you might have 
shields that are oval, (or) shields 
that are round on the top. A lot 
of these things were more than 
likely made by local tailors in the 
area where they were on occupa-
tion duty and a lot of guys prob-
ably made it themselves.”

“It’s kind of interesting to see 
that at the begging of the war 
you’re identifying with your 
smaller unit, your regiment or 
field artillery battery and by the 
end of the war you’re identifying 
with the division,” Maniatis said. 

care is critical for a population’s well-being 
and optimal health. 

“It’s not based on the amount of people 
that live here. It’s based on how difficult, 
for the few people that do live here, to pro-
vide care because of the village’s remote 
location,” said Miguel Coello, JTF-Bravo 
medical liaison officer, who has previously 
served with JTF-Bravo at this location three 
times.

According to Coello, the most common 
patient ailments related to this particular 
area are malnutrition, renal diseases, up-
per respiratory infections, skin diseases and 
chronic mosquito-borne diseases. 

“Some treatments are lengthy, but if 
some of these diseases are not treated in 
a timely manner, they can be lethal,” ex-
plained Coello.

For follow-up care, the Costa Rican So-
cial Security Bureau (Caja Costarricense de 
Seguridad Social), have a team of doctors 
who travel to Piedra Mesa village every 
three months.

“This is one of the best examples of sev-
eral different entities coming together,” said 
Coello, “For example, we were able to pro-
vide the airlift, but the tents and field ac-
commodations were provided by the Costa 
Rican Fire Department and Red Cross, and 
security was provided by the Costa Rican 
Police. These organizations were brought 
here to also exercise their expeditionary ca-
pabilities.”

The purpose of JTF-Bravo conducting 
a MEDRETE is to test capabilities, react 
to a natural disaster and to interact with a 
local populace by building relationships 
with other entities within Central America, 
according to Capt. Lettishia Burchfied, 

Operation Pura Vida officer in charge.
Missions like Operation Pura Vida shed 

light on the importance of indigenous com-
munities in conservation in Latin America. 
A 2014 study by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature showed that 
the presence of indigenous communities 
significantly lowers deforestation caused 
by drug traffickers operating illegally 
in remote parts of Central America, and 
country-specific programs have begun to 
involve indigenous people in the policing 
of protected areas.

The concept for Operation Pura Vida 
was formulated during a Central American 
Community of Interest discussion in April, 
which focused on the stem the growing 
trend of Transnational Threat Networks ob-
served in Costa Rica. 

In response, the COI established a joint 
planning group that met several times in the 

following months. The planning effort cul-
minated in late October with approval by 
the U.S. ambassador to Costa Rica and the 
commander of U.S. Southern Command to 
execute. 

“By all measures, the resulting operation, 
Operation Pura Vida, stands as a glowing 
CENTAM COI success,” said Maj. Graham 
White, JTF-Bravo plans and policy direc-
tor.

This is the fifth time that Costa Rica 
has received assistance from U.S South-
ern Command, which is responsible for 
all U.S. military activity in Latin Amer-
ica. The aid program started in response 
to a request by the U.S. embassy in San 
José.

MEDRETEs like the one held in Piedra 
Meza serve the broader purpose of fostering 
a spirit of cooperation and goodwill between 
U.S. and partner nation counterparts.

There are roughly 4,000 in U.S. Southern Command, 
33,000 in U.S. European Command, 8,000 in U.S. Africa 
Command, 18,000 supporting operations for U.S. North-
ern Command, 39,000 in U.S. Central Command, and 
72,000 in U.S. Pacific Command.

The Air Force has 63,329 active-duty Airmen stationed 
overseas. They range from the combat zones to Ramstein 

Air Base, Germany, to Kunsan Air Base in South Korea. 
In addition, thousands of Airmen will work this weekend 
– as they do year-round – maintaining America’s nuclear 
deterrent in the heartland of the nation.

The Navy has roughly 73,000 deployed Sailors. Some 
1,300 submariners are on patrol aboard ballistic missile 
submarines or attack boats. Many other Sailors are at sea 
maintaining U.S. presence in the South China Sea, the 
Persian Gulf, the Mediterranean Sea and the oceans of the 

world. It is truly a global force.
Marines are serving aboard these ships, also, as well as 

in posts in the combat zones and maintaining readiness 
from Japan to Australia to Norway. Marines are working 
with allies in the Philippines and helping train Iraqi forces 
in al-Taqaddum.

Thousands of service members will guard America us-
ing space-based assets, and thousands more will protect 
DOD assets in cyberspace.
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Success

612 N. Main Street • Enterprise
Conveniently Located Downtown on North Main Street

334.393.0086 • 334.393.0206 Fax
Monday–Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. to Noon

Now Carrying Squatty Potty • Dippin’ Dots • CPAP
Drive-Thru • Prescription Delivery

Home Health Supplies • We Accept All Major Insurances
• Custom Compounded Medications

• for Families and Their Pets
Local provider for…

Friendly environment where customers come first!

John
Holley

Greg
Goodson

Brenda
Goodyear

•Call Us or Stop By
•Give Us Your℞#

•We Do the Rest!

SCRUBS White Cross

Enterpri
se’s

Newest P
harmacy

SecurityClearance Denied/Revoked?
Don’t let security clearance issues jeopardize your employment or career.

��������� �� ��� � ��� ����� ������ � ����������
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“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”

NAMED ALABAMA
SUPER LAWYER 2008,
2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––

10.0 SUPERB RATING
FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
AV PREEMINENT

RATING BY
MARTINDALE-HUBBELL

–––––––––––––
NCMSMEMBER

ContactRonSykstusNOW!
Personal email rsykstus@bondnbotes.com.DirectOfficePhone 256-713-0221

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has
been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,
covering all areas of government concern including:

Do

 Financial
Considerations

 Security Violations
 Drug Involvement
 Alcohol Consumption
 Personal Conduct

 Criminal Conduct
 Sexual Behavior
 Foreign Influence
 Foreign Preference
 Misuse of Information
Technology

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services
he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit
SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”

NAMED ALABAMA
SUPER LAWYER 2008,
2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––

10.0 SUPERB RATING
FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
AV PREEMINENT

RATING BY
MARTINDALE-HUBBELL

–––––––––––––
NCMSMEMBER

Alabama Bar rules require the following: No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

Visit our location at 123 Plaza Dr. Enterprise, AL
Call 334-347-8906 or visit www.timwhiteheadchryslerdodgejeepram.com

WAC, TT&L

COME GET YOUR WRANGLER FOR CHRISTMAS

BRING IN YOUR TOYS FOR



With Black Friday and Cyber Monday 
over and done, people on post can still 
find that perfect gift at the perfect price at 
one of Fort Rucker’s hidden gems.

The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop, located 
on the corner of Red Cloud Road and Ruf 
Avenue, offers a wide selection of items 
from clothing to appliances, and it’s a lo-
cal way people can save money during the 
holidays, according to Meghann Terry, 
Fort Rucker Thrift Shop publicity chair.

“The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is very 
well organized and we want our custom-
ers to have a boutique experience without 
having to pay boutique prices,” she said. 
“We receive a lot of quality and name-
brand items though donations made and 
through customers consigning items.”

For more than 40 years the thrift shop 
has not only been saving people money, 
but also providing a way for people to give 
back to the community on Fort Rucker.

The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is a non-
profit 501(c)-3 organization established 
to generate funds, and those funds are 
disbursed throughout the community in 
the form of grants to charitable organi-
zations for the betterment of Soldier and 
their families, said Terry.

“Through our receipt of donations and 
sales we are able to distribute community 
grants (that) benefit many children and 
spouses of our Soldiers, as well as orga-
nizations, schools, businesses and pro-
grams in the Fort Rucker area,” she said. 
“When people shop with us, all profits 
made by the thrift shop are given back to 
the community,” adding that more than 
$150,000 in scholarships and more than 
$300,000 in grants have been issued over 
the years.

“In May, through our Teacher Grant 
Program, the Fort Rucker Thrift Shop 
awarded (nearly $16,200) in grants to lo-
cal teachers (from Enterprise, Daleville 
and Ozark) to assist with various projects 
and updates to curriculum directly ben-
efiting their students,” said Terry. 

Most recently, the thrift shop awarded 
Annie’s Café in Enterprise $1,500 to-
wards their Christmas dinner, which pro-
vides meals on Christmas day to local 
military, low-income families, hospice 

patients and first responders, said the pub-
licity chair.

“It is very important for the thrift shop 

to give back to organizations in the great-
er Fort Rucker area,” said Terry. “Part of 
the mission statement of the thrift shop 
describes how we strive to better the lives 
of Fort Rucker Soldiers and their fami-
lies. We realize that a large part of our 
goal to help service members and their 
families is assisting and uplifting our sur-
rounding communities to enable them to 
provide services that we may not be able 
to directly.”

Some of the many organizations that the 
thrift shop contributes to include wound-
ed warriors, disabled American veterans, 
Veterans Affairs hospitals, Relay for Life, 
animal shelters and many others, and all 
of this is done through volunteer efforts.

“Volunteers sort the donations, tag 
them and place them on the sales floor, 
and other volunteers work in the consign-
ment area pricing the consignments,” said 
Tracy Landa, Fort Rucker Thrift Shop 

volunteer. “Donations arrive daily, so 
there is always work to be done, and if 
people aren’t able to volunteer their time, 
they can consider donating items or just 
stopping by and shopping at the thrift 
shop.”

The thrift shop’s store hours are nor-
mally Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., with consignment hours 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. The thrift shop will be closed 
from Dec. 18 to Jan. 2, so people are en-
couraged to get their holiday shopping 
done early.

Shopping at the thrift shop is open to 
the public, but guests on Fort Rucker are 
reminded that they will need a gate ac-
cess pass in order to drive onto the instal-
lation.

For more information, visit www.
fortruckerthriftshop.org, or call 255-
9595.
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Community Powwow
Native-American 
vets to bring 
healing to desert 
Story on Page C3

“We realize that a large part 
of our goal to help service 
members and their families 
is assisting and uplifting our 
surrounding communities 
to enable them to provide 

services that we may not be 
able to directly.”

— Meghann Terry, 
Fort Rucker Thrift Shop 

publicity chair.

Fort Rucker Thrift Shop volunteers encourage people to shop and consign items for the holidays to go toward helping their local communities.
Courtesy Photo

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Getting 
Thrifty

In remembrance of the 75th 
anniversary of Pearl Harbor Day, 
Fort Rucker’s Center Library 
staff invites the public to a his-
torical storytelling adventure.

The Center Library hosts “Sol-
diers in Greasepaint: USO Camp 
Show Performers of World War 
II” Wednesday beginning at 
5:30 p.m.

“Dolores Hydock, actress and 
storyteller, will talk about the 
USO Camp Show entertainers – 
such as Bob Hope, Jimmy Stew-
art – who traveled around the 
world to support the morale of 
our Soldiers during WWII,” Jodi 
Wilcox, reference librarian, said. 
“Those who attend can expect to 
be entertained while gaining in-
sight into an important time in 
history.” 

USO Camp Shows during 
WWII were part of a diverse, 

hilarious, moving and inspiring 
story of voluntarism and ser-
vice. 

“The Center Library strives to 
support our community and to 

host free events that are educa-
tional and entertaining,” Wilcox 
said. “It is our goal to meet the 
community’s needs and we rely 
on their feedback to let us know 

how well we are doing.”
According to the Alabama 

Humanities Foundation website, 
Hydock’s one-woman shows 
and presentations bring to life 

the voices and spirits of a wide 
range of characters from history 
and literature.

“Soldiers in Greasepaint” is 
free, and open to authorized pa-
trons and those who have access 
to post.

“The event will be family 
friendly and can be a great con-
versation starter for those family 
members who served in WWII 
or were affected by it in some 
way,” Wilcox said. “I hope ev-
eryone comes away with a smile 
on their face and an apprecia-
tion for our veterans, nurses and 
volunteers who served during 
WWII.”

This program is part of the 
Road Scholars Grant which is 
funded through the Alabama 
Humanities Foundation. This 
program is open to authorized 
patrons and is EFMP friendly.

For more information, please 
stop by or call Center Library at 
255-3885.

Bob Hope performs for service members at Munda Airstrip in the Solomon Islands in October 1944.
Army Signal Corps photo

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Storyteller honors veterans, brings history to life

Shop offers deals, 
benefits community

‘Soldiers in greasepaint’

Ann Smith, retired military family member, and Anita Taylor, civilian, shop the deals during the Fort 
Rucker Thrift Shop’s early Black Friday sale last year.

Photo by Nathan Pfau



C2  ★  December 1, 2016  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

Christmas tree lighting 
The annual Fort Rucker Christmas Tree 

Lighting Ceremony is scheduled for today 
at 5 p.m. The event will feature music, hot 
chocolate, the lighting of the post Christmas 
tree and a visitor from the North Pole. After-
ward, The Landing will host complimentary 
photos with Santa – and he may also have 
some treats for good girls and boys, accord-
ing to organizers. The event will be open to 
the public and Exceptional Family Member 
Program friendly. For more information, call 
255-1749 or 255-9810. Pictured is a scene 
from last year’s event.

Spaghetti dinner 
The Landing will host its annual spaghetti 

dinner today from 6-7:30 p.m. Dinner in-
cludes a choice of pasta and sauce, garlic 
bread, assorted cookies, and tea and coffee. 
Prices are family, two adults and up to two 
children, 12 and under, $25; adults, ages 13 
and over, $10; children, ages 3-12, $5; and 
children ages 2 and under eat for free. The 
facility will also host complimentary photos 
with Santa. 

For more information, call 255-0769.

International Spouses Get Together
Army Community Service hosts its In-

ternational Spouses Get Together the first 
Friday of every month at 9 a.m. at the Allen 
Heights Community Center. According to 
ACS officials, the get together is a place for 
spouses to find support, and help with find-
ing resources for obtaining U.S. citizenship, 
education, drivers licenses and more.  Multi-
lingual volunteers are available. 

For more information, call 255-3735. 

Winter Wonderland Skate Night
Child, youth and school services will host 

its Winter Wonderland Skate Night Friday. 
Safety skate will cost $2, and will be from 
6:15-7:15 p.m. – parents must be present. 
Regular skate will cost $5, and will be from 
7:30-9:30 p.m. Attendees are welcome to 
dress up as a snow princess, ice prince, snow 
boy, or snow girl. Judges will pick the best 
costume. There will also be giveaways and 
picture-taking sessions. Youth skaters must 
be current CYSS members. 

For more information, call 255-9108 or 
255-9127.

FRG leadership training
Army Community Service will host fam-

ily readiness group leadership training Tues-
day in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 371F from 8:15 a.m. 
to 12:45 p.m. For more information, call 
255-9578.

Family Member Resilience Training
Army Community Service will host its 

family member resilience training Wednes-
day-Dec. 8 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
The Commons. The training is designed to 
give people the tools they need to become 
more resilient in all the challenges that life 
may throw at them. For more information, 
call 255-3161 or 255-3735.

Soldiers in Greasepaint 
The Center Library will host “Soldiers in 

Greasepaint: USO Camp Show Performers 
of World War II,” Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. in 
remembrance of the 75th anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. From Utah Beach to 
the Philippines, from wrestlers and tap danc-
ers to the biggest names in show business, 
from 16,000 servicemen in an amphitheater 
in southern France to 20 GIs in Jeeps in a 
lonely stateside outpost, USO Camp Shows 
during WWII were part of a diverse, hilari-
ous, moving, and inspiring story of volun-
tarism and service, according to organizers. 
Storyteller Dolores Hydock shares a small 
slice of this big-hearted story from a re-
markable time in U.S. history. This program 
is funded through the Alabama Humani-
ties Foundation and is open to authorized 
patrons. The event is Exceptional Family 
Member Program friendly. 

For more information, visit the Center Li-
brary or call 255-3885.

Book clubs
The Center Library hosts a book club for 

adults the third Tuesday of each month from 
5-6 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. 

The Center Library hosts a book club for 
teens the third Thursday of each month from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served. 

Both clubs are open to authorized patrons. 
For more information, call 255-3885.

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readiness 

Program hosts orientation sessions monthly 
in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, in 
the Army Community Service multipurpose 
room, with the next session Dec. 8. People 
who attend will meet in Rm. 350 at 8:40 
a.m. to fill out paperwork before going to 
the multipurpose room. The class will end at 
about noon. The sessions will inform people 
on the essentials of the program and provide 
job search tips, as well. Advance registra-
tion is required and attendance at a session is 
mandatory for participation in the program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Breakfast with Santa
The Landing will host its annual Break-

fast with Santa Dec. 10 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
The event will feature a buffet-style menu, 
including pancakes, eggs, bacon, fruits and 
assorted pastries. For more information, call 
255-0769.

Montgomery Zoo trip
MWR Central will offer a day trip to see 

the Montgomery Zoo transformed into a 
Winter Wonderland, sparkling with thou-
sands of lights and festive decorations, Dec. 
10. The bus will depart Fort Rucker at noon 
and travel to Montgomery. The cost of this 
trip is $35 per person and includes a ticket to 
the zoo, zoo lights viewing, and transporta-
tion to and from the zoo. 

For more information and to register, call 
255-9810.

Army Family Team Building app
People can complete Army Family Team 

Building training through AFTB’s app. Visit 
http://www.ftruckermwr.com/acs/army-
family-team-building/ to find the direct link 
to the app. Once complete, people can con-
tact Fort Rucker AFTB to receive their cer-
tificate. Search for AFTB in the app store for 
Apple devices. For more information, call 
255-9637.

Holiday craft
The Center Library will host a holiday 

craft session Dec. 13 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
for children ages 3-11. Light refreshments 
will be served. Space is limited to the first 65 
children to register. The event will be open to 
authorized patrons only and will be Excep-
tional Family Member Program friendly.

For more information or to register, call 
255-3885.

Blended retirement system seminar
The Army Community Service Financial 

Readiness Program will present a blended 
retirement system seminar Dec. 14 from 
6-7 p.m. in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 
5700, in Rm. 282. This will be a discus-
sion of the significant changes to the current 
military retirement system, including how 
retirement pay will be calculated, continu-
ation pay, and the Thrift Savings Plan with 
matching government contributions. This 
discussion will be facilitated by ACS accred-

ited financial counselors. Pre-registration is 
required by Dec. 13. Free childcare will be 
available with registration. 

For more information and to register, call 
255-3949 or 255-9631. Registration can 
also be completed by visiting https://rucker.
armymwr.com/us/rucker/programs/army-
community-service.

Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host Fort Rucker 

Right Arm Night Dec. 15 from 4-6 p.m. 
Right Arm Night is an Army tradition, 
promoting a night of camaraderie and 
esprit de corps as leaders come together 
and treat those who help them accomplish 
the mission. Complimentary appetizers 
will be served while supplies last. 

Right Arm Night is held every month, 
and both military and civilians are 
welcome. For more information, call 
255-0768.

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for December 1-4

Tickets are $6 for adults and $5 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. Schedule subject to change. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Thursday, December 1 Friday, December 2 Saturday, December 3 Sunday, December 4

Moana (PG) ....................................7 p.m.CLOSED What Now(R) ..................................4 p.m.
BOO! A Madea Halloween (PG-13)  7 p.m.

What Now(R) ..................................1 p.m.
Keeping Up With The Joneses (PG-13)  4 p.m.

Army Community Service, and the Army and Air Force Exchange Service will host single parent family game night Dec. 8 from 5-7 p.m. at the AAFES 
post exchange food court. Free giveaways will be included. This will be an Exceptional Family Member Program-friendly event. This is an initiative 
of Fort Rucker Community Health Promotions Council Family Resiliency Work Group and it is open to authorized patrons. Registration deadline is 
Friday. Attendance will be limited to the first 20 families to register. The event is open to single parents who are active duty, retired, DOD employees 
and their families. People can pre-register by calling 255-3359 or 255-9647. Pictured is a scene from a previous game night.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Single parent family game night



SOUTH GATE, Calif. — Once upon a 
time, the oak-tree-lined Los Angeles River 
meandered for 48 miles from Simi Hills to 
the Pacific Ocean. Native Tongva people 
collected acorns along the banks, fished 
for chinook and salmon, and drank the 
water.

Today, the river that once ran free now 
courses through a massive concrete chan-
nel amidst the sprawling Los Angeles sub-
urbs. The native fish are all gone.

Some of the Tongva people, along with 
other Native Americans, still live in the 
vicinity of the river, said Ted Tenorio, a 
Vietnam War Army veteran. Tenorio, who 
grew up in New Mexico, is a mix of Piro, 
Manso and Tiwa Indian.

Several years ago, the city of Los Ange-
les approved the Los Angeles River Revi-
talization Master Plan, which calls for the 
construction of bike trails as well as the 
“greening” of vacant city-owned barren 
lots along the river, he said.

One such lot of 47 acres sits beside 
the river in the LA suburb of South Gate. 
Tenorio and 29 other Native Americans 
who are members of the Native American 
Veterans Association met with South Gate 
Mayor Willie De Witt and other city of-
ficials who approved their plan to develop 
the land.

THE PLAN
Speaking at a NAVA powwow in South 

Gate Nov. 13, Tenorio said he and the 
other NAVA members plan to begin devel-
oping the 47-acre lot within the next year. 
With the development, they’re aiming to 
achieve two ambitious goals for the com-
munity.

The first is to recreate a Native Ameri-
can healing village with sweat lodges and 
round houses for circle talking groups and 
vision quests. According to Tenorio, the 
vision quests will not be religious ritu-
als, per se, and all people, not just Native 
Americans, will be welcomed to attend 
and reflect at no charge.

For veterans who struggle with emo-
tional issues such as post-traumatic stress 
disorder, Tenorio believes, associating 
with others at the village will be healing.

The second is to grow crops that heal – 
edible flowers, herbs and vegetables with 
known health benefits. South Gate and its 
surrounding areas are located in a food 
desert, where nutritious food is hard to 
find and the nearest places to buy food are 
places like 7-Eleven convenience stores, 
Tenorio said.

Tall, rotating garden towers are also 
planned. The towers will rotate so that 
sun-loving plants get the most sun, while 
the other plants tolerate semi-shade. 

A self-contained watering system will 

reduce evaporation, and the water that 
drains through the soil will be collected in 
trays at the bottom and recycled to the top 
of the tower. Compost will periodically be 
added to the soil.

With California currently in the throes 
of a severe drought, Tenorio believes that 
this is the best way to sustain the land and 
produce more crops per acre.

The food they harvest will go to home-
less and needy veterans and anything re-
maining will go to farmer’s markets, with 
the proceeds to be reinvested in the proj-
ect, he said. 

There will be no paid employees, he 
noted. The project will be staffed by volun-
teers, and people who have never farmed 
or gardened before will be welcomed there 
to learn and participate.

Some veterans, particularly women who 
have suffered abuse, Tenorio said, “will 
heal through the therapy of agriculture, 
seeing life being born again from seed to 
plant.”

Tenorio still remembers when he enlist-
ed in the Army in 1967, when the hardest 
part of basic training for him was getting 
used to the food, which actually made him 
sick at first, because of all the processed 
ingredients. 

As a boy, he was raised on fresh Native-
American staples like corn, squash and 

chili peppers, grown by his parents, who 
were poor, in their own garden.

Now hopes this project will help make 
economically disadvantaged veterans in 
the area healthier.

TENORIO’S SERVICE
All of the NAVA veterans have stories 

to tell about their service in the armed 
forces and all of them take great pride in 
their continued service as civilians in their 
communities.

Tenorio was a member of the 25th Infan-
try Division’s “Golden Dragons” in Viet-
nam from 1967 to 1968 in Tay Ninh near 
Cambodia on the Ho Chi Minh trail. He 
was a radio operator who traveled around 
the country in an M-151 jeep.

Tenorio got his baptism by fire at Opera-
tion Barking Sand in May 1967. He was 
twice wounded and left for dead, he said. 
Eventually, a backup team came upon him 
and medically evacuated him.

Tenorio had volunteered to enlist, so that 
his older brother wouldn’t have to go to 
Vietnam. At the time, the policy was that, 
if one brother enlisted, the other wouldn’t 
be drafted.

He was single but his older brother was 
married and his wife was pregnant. “It 
wouldn’t have been right for him to go,” 
Tenorio said.

Today, Tenorio is president of NAVA 
and is working as a Disabled Outreach 
Program specialist for the state of Califor-
nia in Los Angeles.
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Download a pdf copy 
of this week’s edition 

at armyflier.com.

Have a Family disaster •	
plan and supply kit. 
Build or identify a •	
safe room in your 
home. 
Purchase and use a •	
NOAA weather ra-
dio with a tone alert 
feature. This will alert 
you to warnings is-
sued by your local 
National Weather 
Service office. 

Native-American veterans participate in a Native American Veterans Association powwow, held in South Gate, Calif., Nov. 12. 

Photos by David Vergun

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Ted Tenorio (center), president of NAVA, plans to 
populate some of the 47 acres the city of South 
Gate has turned over to NAVA with garden towers 
like this one. With him are Thomas Tlusty, com-
munications manager for Garden Tower Project 
LLC, the company out of Bloomington, Indiana, 
which produces the towers, and Joel Grant, the 
company’s development and technology manager.

Powwow
Native-American vets to bring fresh produce, healing to LA food desert

Bringing People Together Thru Faith
ARMY FLIERChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

“Be ye followers
of me, even as

I also am of
Christ.”

1 Corinthians 11:1

Knowing Christ &
Making Him Known

LCMS

Prince of Peace
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Christ the King
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Reverend Jim Endrihs

208 E Watts St, Enterprise, AL
334.347.6716

www.enterpriselutheran.org

Reverend Chad Ingle
2454 Andrews Ave, Ozark, AL

334.774.6758
www.princeofpeaceozark.org

214 S. Main Street • Enterprise
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist ChurchM

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Fresh, Right off the Farm Country Style

Hwy. 84 W / Moates Road Enterprise, AL
(TOWARDS NEW BROCKTON)
Bobby Helms, Owner

334-393-7224
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-5PM • Sat. 8AM-2PM

, Right off the Farm, Co

Now Available:
SATSUMAS!!!

$1.25 per lb

• 5 lb bags
• 10 lb bags
• 20 lb boxes

U PICK OR WE PICK

H 84 W / M tes Road • Enterprise ALt R d

ALSO...WE CRACK & SHELL

PECANS!!!
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Gem, mineral, jewelry show
The 46th annual Montgomery Gem, Min-

eral and Jewelry Show will be held at Mont-
gomery’s Garrett Coliseum, Dec. 2-4. Deal-
ers will have beads, crystals, geodes, rough, 
cabochons, gem stones, finished jewelry, 
tools, supplies and mineral and fossil speci-
mens, according to organizers. Club mem-
bers will display their individual collections 
and will give demonstrations on gem and 
rock cutting, faceting, cabochon making, 
and knapping.

Admission is $2 for adults, or $3 for a 
weekend pass. People ages 18 and under 
with a student ID and a paid adult are admit-
ted for free. Parking is free, as well.

For more information, visit montgomery-
gemandmineralsociety.com/mgms/index.
php/annual-gem-show.

Panama City Beach Marathon
The Panama City Beach, Florida, Mara-

thon is scheduled for Dec. 3. The event also 
sports a half-marathon, a 5k race and a chil-
dren’s fun run. People can register now – 
there is no race day registration – at http://
www.active.com/panama-city-beach-fl/run-
ning/distance-running-races/panama-city-
beach-marathon-2016?int=.

For more information, visit http://www.
pcbmarathon.com/.

Tree lighting
Panama City Beach, Florida, will host its 

Christmas tree lighting ceremony Dec. 5 
from 6:30-8 p.m. at Frank Brown Park. The 
PCB Police Department will also be accept-
ing unwrapped toy donations for its Cops N’ 
Kids program. 

For more information, visit http://www.
panamacitybeachparksandrecreation.com/
christmas-tree-lighting.html.

Governor’s Mansion open house
The Alabama Governor’s Mansion Christ-

mas Open House is scheduled for Dec. 5, 
12, and 19 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Admission 
is free and tickets are available at the Gover-
nor’s Mansion Gift Shop. 

For more information, visit  governor.
alabama.gov/governors-mansion/mansion-
tours/. The mansion is located at 1142 S. 
Perry St., Montgomery.

‘The Nutcracker’
Montgomery Ballet is proud to announce 

its 41st annual performance of Tchaikovsky’s 
“The Nutcracker,” Dec. 8-11 at Troy Uni-
versity’s Davis Theatre in Downtown Mont-
gomery. Founded in 1958, Montgomery Bal-
let is the only professional dance company 
in the city of Montgomery and is one of two 
in the state of Alabama. Tickets cost $10-$30 
and can be purchased online at http://www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/2604847.

For show times and more 
information, call 334-409-0522 or visit 

montgomeryballet.org/.

Old Alabama Town holiday open house
Mongomery’s Old Alabama Town will 

host its annual holiday open house Dec. 13 
from 4-6 p.m. The event will resemble a true 
19th century experience with a variety of 
live music, children’s pioneer-style crafts, 
candlelight house tours, history of the holi-
days, and cookies and cider, according to 
organizers. Admission will cost a donation 
of a non-perishable food item for HandsOn 
River Region’s Christmas Clearinghouse.

For more information, call 334-240-4500 
or visit www.landmarksfoundation.com/
events/upcoming-events/.

‘Holiday Pops Concert’
The Montgomery Symphony Orchestra 

will host its annual “Holiday Pops Concert” 
Dec. 13 at 7:30 p.m. at the Montgomery 
Performing Arts Centre. Tickets will cost 
between $11-$35 and will be available at 
Ticketmaster or at the MPAC Box Office.

For more information, call 334-240-4004 
or visit www.montgomerysymphony.org/
subscription/.

‘A Christmas Carol’
The Alabama Shakespeare Festival in 

Montgomery presents its production of “A 
Christmas Carol,” adapted by Geoffrey 
Sherman and based on the novel by Charles 
Dickens, at various times now through Dec. 
24. Festival officials said the production is 

recommended for ages four and up. 
Ticket prices vary based on play, date and 

availability of seating. For more informa-
tion, call 334-271-5353 or visit http://www.
asf.net/.

Theatre in the Mind
The Alabama Shakespeare Festival will 

host its free Theatre in the Mind series on 
various Saturdays now through May 6 
from noon to 1 p.m. The series is designed 
to help people gain new insights into ASF 
productions through the acclaimed Theatre 
in the Mind and Bard Talk lecture discus-
sions.  Designed around the plays ASF 
presents each season, people can participate 
in free pre-show discussions with authors, 
cast members, designers and directors. The 
discussions are hosted by Dr. Susan Willis, 
ASF’s resident dramaturge.

Schedule: Feb. 4 – Because of Winn-Di-
xie; Feb. 18 –The Two Gentlemen of Vero-
na; March 11 –Sherlock Holmes; March 25 
–Dauphin Island; and April 22 –The Tem-
pest; and May 6 – Rep Actor’s Discussion 
(after matinee) and Narrated Changeover.

Theatre in the Mind is free and open to the 
public. Reservations are not required – peo-
ple may pick up their tickets at the box office 
counter just before each lecture. People do 
not need to be a ticket holder to that day’s 
performance to attend the lecture.  

For more information, call 334-271-5353, 
or visit www.asf.net/Education/Theatre-in-
the-Mind.aspx.

ANDALUSIA
Ongoing  — The American Legion Post 80 has 

regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, 
call 222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

Ongoing — The American Legion Post 80 hosts a 
dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of Commerce 

meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the 
Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. For more information, call 598-
6331.

DOTHAN
Ongoing-Dec. 31 — The Wiregrass Museum of 

Art hosts its fall exhibitions Southern Abstraction and 
Firmly Planted in the Black Belt - the Art of Bud Harris 
Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Private tours and activities can be 
arranged by appointment on Mondays and Tuesdays. For 
more information, visit http://www.wiregrassmuseum.
org/ or call 334-794-3871.

Ongoing — Disabled American Veterans Dothan 
Chapter 87 maintains a service officer at its office at 545 
West Main St. (Mixon Business Center) Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The chapter will assist 
veterans who were injured or disabled while in military 
service. DAV service officers help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation claims and other 
veterans benefits. All veteran services provided are free 
of charge. 

For more information, call 836-0217, Ext. 123, or send 
an email to davchapter87@gmail.com.

ENTERPRISE
Ongoing — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 9 

Enterprise-Coffee County meets the second Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at Shane’s Rib Shack. For more 
information, call 308-2480.

Ongoing — The American Legion Post 73 meets at 
the American Legion building at 200 Gibson Street on the 
fourth Saturday of each month beginning at 9 a.m. The 
building is across the street from the Lee Street Baptist 
Church. For more information call 447-8507.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6683, 
John Wiley Brock Post monthly membership meetings 
for the VFW Post 6683 and Auxiliary are on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the post headquarters 
building located at 2615 Coffee County Road 537. The 
post mailing address is P.O. Box 311752 Enterprise, AL 
36330. For more information, call 334-464-1171 or the 
auxiliary at 334-464-2222. The post also has a Facebook 
site at vfw post 6683. 

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County Relay for Life 

meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the 
Citizens Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited to town hall meet-

ings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Dec. 15 — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 

will conduct its annual Fun Time get-together at 6 p.m. 
in the New Brockton Senior center, located one block 
behind the police station. Finger food and soft drinks 
will be served free of charge to DAV members and their 
families, and other interested persons are invited. For 
more information, call 334-347-0114.

Ongoing — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 
a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 
a service office in the New Brockton Police Station at 
202 South John Street. The office will assist veterans 
who were injured or disabled while in military service. 
DAV service officers help veterans and their spouses with 
disability compensation claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, 
death benefits, VA medical care, Social Security disability 
benefits, veterans job programs, homeless veterans 
services and other veteran services. All veteran services 
are provided free of charge. For more information, call 
718-5707.

 

OZARK
Ongoing — The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly 

meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. 
at the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more information, 
call 477-6221 or email wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

Ongoing — Every Wednesday, the Ozark-Dale 
County Public Library hosts free Wii Zumba from 

5:30-6:30 p.m. Teens and adults are invited. For more 
information, call 774-5480.

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited to the Cross 

Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard 
United Methodist Church. 

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — The Samson City Council meets 

monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Samson Community Center. 

Ongoing — American Legion Post 78 meets 
monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY
Ongoing — Troy Bank and Trust Company sponsors 

senior dance nights every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. 
at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex is 
transformed into a dance hall and features music from the 
40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
Ongoing — A German coffee takes place the last 

Thursday of every month except November at 10 a.m. at 
The Landing on Fort Rucker. The group has been meeting 
for more than 40 years.

Jan. 5-6 — Disabled American Veterans annual service 
officer certification training will be at the Auburn Hotel in 
Auburn. For more information, call 334-406-6700.

Ongoing — The Marine Corps League, Wiregrass 
Det. 752, welcomes all Marines, Navy corpsmen and 
chaplains, and their families, to its monthly meetings. 
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each month at 
7 p.m.  Attendees are welcome to arrive early for food 
and camaraderie. The next meeting will be at the Golden 
Corral in Dothan. For more information, call 718-4168 or 
805-7335.

Ongoing — Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist 
Church, 970 County Road 528, Elba, offers Sunday school 
the first, second, third and fourth Sundays of the month at 
9:45 a.m., and worship the first and third Sundays of the 
month at 11 a.m. Bible study is Wednesdays after the first 
and third Sundays from 6-7 p.m. For more information, 
call 334-774-1738.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs

The Montgomery Zoo will transform into a 
Winter Wonderland sparkling with thousands 
of lights and festive decorations during its 
annual Christmas lights festival now through 
Dec. 31. People are welcome to take a leisurely 
stroll, a brisk train ride or view the lights from 
atop the Zoofari Skylift Ride. The festival 
will also include Santa, nightly entertainment, 
and hot chocolate and fresh-baked cookies.  
Regular night time admission is $15 for ages 
3 and older. Ticket includes entry and one 
Christmas Lights Festival train ride. 

For more information, call (334) 240-4900 
or visit montgomeryzoo.com/special-events.
html#12-2016.

Zoo transforms into Winter Wonderland
From Staff Reports
Army Flier
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Religious Services
WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services are 

on Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant 
Service

Main Post Chapel, Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass (Saturday)

Wings Chapel, Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant 
Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Latter-Day Saints
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar Study 
(4th Sunday)
Spiritual Life Center, 
Bldg. 8939
10:15 a.m. CCD (except during 
summer months)

BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesdays
Crossroads Discipleship Study
(Meal/Bible Study)
Wings Chapel, 
6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women 
of the Chapel
Wings Chape, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
7 p.m.
Wednesdays
Catholic Women of the Chapel
Spiritual Life Center, 
9 a.m.

Above the Best Bible Study
Yano Hall, 
11 a.m.

1-14th Avn Regt Bible Study
Hanchey AAF, Bldg. 50102N, 
Rm. 101 11:30 a.m.

164th TAOG Bible Study
Bldg. 30501, 11:30 a.m.

Precepts Bible Study
Soldier Service Center, 12 p.m.

Kingdom Kidz & Youth Group 
Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
5:30 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
6 p.m.

Thursdays
WOCC Bible Study (1st/3rd 
Thursday)
Swartworth Hall, 
Bldg. 5302, 11:30 a.m.

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.

FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. – Sol-
diers at Fort Leonard Wood helped an 
11-year-old boy live out his dream when 
they made him an honorary Soldier Nov. 
20.

Michael Kelsey, of Marshfield, has want-
ed to be a Soldier since he was 5. He has 
even adopted the saying “superheroes don’t 
wear capes, they wear dog tags.” However, 
Kelsey will probably never realize his dream 
of becoming a Soldier because of a brain tu-
mor, said Kelsey’s mom, Eva Matthews.

Health issues couldn’t stop Kelsey from 
supporting the armed services in other 
ways, though, including collecting toiletry 
items to donation to the USO of Missouri 
for the troops, his mom added.

When Matthews reached out to the USO 
on Fort Leonard Wood to learn where to 
drop off Kelsey’s donation, the conversa-
tion turned to her son, his dream of becom-
ing a Soldier, and his medical issues. The 
USO, she discovered, wanted to make sure 
Michael got the chance to live his dream.

They wanted to make his visit the best 
day of his life, said Kelly Brownfield, direc-
tor of the Fort Leonard Wood USO. There 
was no way he was going to show up just to 
drop off toiletry items.

“We do everything we can for our service 
members and their families, but this is spe-
cial,” Brownfield said. “This is a little boy 
who has no affiliation with the military, and 
this is his dream. That we could make this 
happen with everyone around us is price-
less.”

Kelsey’s visit began like many other Sol-
diers when they first arrive at Fort Leonard 
Wood: uniform issue. In order to be a Sol-
dier, Kelsey needed to dress like a Soldier, 
said 2nd Lt. Michelle Kramlich, executive 
officer of C Company, 3rd Battalion, 10th 
Infantry Regiment.

A complete set of the Operational Camou-
flage Pattern uniform was issued to Kelsey 
by the drill sergeants of C Co., who then es-
corted Kelsey around for the day.

“It’s a very humbling experience to be 
able to be a part of this,” said Staff Sgt. Ross 
Muller, a drill sergeant with C Co.

During his visit, Kelsey drilled and rode 
in military vehicles with the Soldiers of C 
Co. and even learned basic Soldier skills.

After his first meal as a Soldier in a din-
ing facility, Kelsey was presented with a set 
of dog tags and a combat patch from Brig. 
Gen. James Bonner, Army Chemical, Bio-
logical, Radiological and Nuclear School 
commandant.

“It was an honor to have a role in Mi-
chael’s special day,” Bonner said. “He is an 
inspiration to everyone here on Fort Leon-
ard Wood, and he left a lasting impression 

with his contagious smile and selfless per-
sonality.”

Eventually, Kelsey received goodie bags 
of Army memorabilia from every unit that 
participated in his visit. 

The occasion culminated with the 11-year-
old being named to the Honorable Order of 
“The Rough Riders” by Col. Tracy Lanier 
and Command Sgt. Maj. Tyson Gooslby, 
Army Garrison Fort Leonard Wood com-
mand team.

“When times get hard, think about this 
moment,” Lanier told him. “We always 
want you to remember this, Michael.”

As just the 11th person to receive the 
honor, Lanier added, Kelsey joins the great 
company of those who have demonstrated 
true courage, character and integrity.

“We are proud to be here with one of the 
Army’s finest Soldiers,” Goolsby added.

Wide-eyed, Kelsey could barely contain 
his excitement when he offered his thanks 
to those who helped make his dream come 
true.

“Thank you to all of the Soldiers who 
helped make this happen,” Kelsey said. 
“Today was the best day of my life.”

“Michael and I would like to thank every-
one at Fort Leonard Wood who made today 
possible,” Matthews said. “From the bottom 
of our hearts, thank you. Each and every one 
of you made his dream come true. This is 
something that he is never going to forget.”

Michael Kelsey gets his camo paint applied by Pvt. Ashley Bailey, C Co., 3rd Bn., 10th Inf. Regt., before taking part in a training event on Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 

Photos by Dawn M. Arden

By Stephen Standifird
Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs

Kelsey stands in formation with Soldiers from C Co. 

‘BEST DAY OF MY LIFE’
Fort Leonard Wood grants child’s wish of becoming Soldier for a day
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EL PASO, Texas – The 
war in Vietnam resulted 
in the deaths of almost 
60,000 service members – 
more than 1,200 are still 
missing in action.

During a recent tempo-
rary assignment to Viet-
nam with the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency, William Beau-
mont Army Medical Cen-
ter’s Maj. (Dr.) Aaron 
Pumerantz contributed to 
the ongoing search to lo-
cate the remains of Amer-
ican service members and 
bring them home. 

Pumerantz, chief of 
rheumatology, deployed 
as one of the 124th Joint 
Field Activity’s medical 
officers during excava-
tions for fallen service 
members at Ha Tinh, 
Quang Tri, Quang Nam, 
Quang Binh and Thua 
Thien-Hue Provinces.

“We went to an austere 
environment in Vietnam 
as part of a team to re-
cover fallen service mem-
bers,” said Pumerantz, a 
native of Simsbury, Con-
necticut. “I volunteered 
for it.”

For a month and a half, 
Pumerantz and a team of 
service members com-
prised of Soldiers, Air-
men, Sailors and Marines 
excavated different sites 
trying to recover remains. 

The deployment was 
challenging physically, 
emotionally and psycho-
logically, said Pumerantz. 
In addition to the chal-
lenging labor, the teams 
were required to hike for 
miles to reach excavation 
sites. 

According to Pumer-
antz, a former college 
football player, it was 
some of the hardest work 
he’s experienced.

For Pumerantz and his 
colleagues, the mission 
was more than just find-
ing remains at excavation 
sites – it meant an oppor-
tunity to bring America’s 
sons and daughters back 

home. 
“We’re going to work 

until we bring them all 
home or can’t work any-
more to find them. That’s 
what we do and that’s why 
it was a successful mis-
sion. We worked hard,” 
said Pumerantz. “We’re 
getting closer to providing 
solace to a wife, daughter, 
son or parent that wants to 
put a loved one to rest.

“Not only are we ac-
complishing the mis-
sion and getting farther 
in finding fallen service 
members, but the team 
camaraderie and joint 
service aspect provide a 
unique experience,” said 
Pumerantz. 

Each joint field activ-
ity team was supported 

with professionals rang-
ing from linguists and 
explosive ordnance dis-
posal technicians to pho-
tojournalists and mortu-
ary affairs technicians. 
When Pumerantz wasn’t 
burrowing in the jungles 
of Vietnam, he provided 
medical care for his team 
members and the Viet-
namese nationals working 
alongside them. 

“Going to a third world 
country is so moving for 
many reasons. Crying, 
bleeding, everything was 
involved in this mission,” 
said Pumerantz. “It’s 
symbolic of the major 
opportunities the Army 
has to offer. It was chal-
lenging, but incredibly re-
warding.”

By Marcy Sanchez
For Army News Service

Maj. (Dr.) Aaron Pumerantz (center), William Beaumont Army Medical Center, El Paso, Texas, lifts a log 
over his head during a Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency recovery mission in Quang Binh Province, 
Vietnam, in August. 

Photo by Marine Corps Sgt. Sarah Perkins

‘A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE’
Soldier provides aid during Vietnam mission
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means stop!

Motorists are 
reminded to 

obey all traffic 
signs.



FORT LEE, Va. — Before heading out of 
town for the holidays, take heed of these re-
minders of the procedures for traveling with 
TRICARE Prime.

• Plan ahead for routine care. Remem-
ber, as TRICARE Prime enrollees, individ-
uals are required to obtain all routine care 
from their primary care manager. Routine 
care includes management of chronic health 

conditions, routine physicals and requests 
for prescription refills. If the care can be 
handled before leaving or can be delayed 
until the return home, it is considered rou-
tine care.

• Prescriptions on the road. The best 
practice is to have enough prescribed medi-
cations to cover the time away. If a refill is 
due while not in the local area, the PCM can 
authorize a short-term vacation fill to ensure 
beneficiaries will not run out. Make sure 
to call at least a week before leaving to al-

low adequate time for the prescription to be 
filled. If prescriptions are received through 
TRICARE’s mail order service and will be 
due for a refill while traveling, it is impor-
tant to contact Express Scripts to let them 
know an alternate address to which to ship 
the medications.

In an emergency, contact the PCM and 
ask for a prescription to be faxed to a local 
pharmacy. Be cautious if a “non-network” 

Two years ago, the Fort Rucker 
Youth Sports all-star 9-and-under 
soccer team made their way to the 
Alabama State Regional Tourna-
ment and finished in second place, 
but this year the team had even 
higher aspirations.

This year’s Fort Rucker Black 
Hawks went further than ever, 
earning the title as champions 
during a district tournament Nov. 
5 in Dothan where they were able 
to win all three of their games to 
take the No. 1 spot out of eight 
districts and advance to the state 
championship, according to Scott 
Wuergler, team head coach.

“This is the first time that any-
one (I know) can remember that a 
Fort Rucker team has won a dis-
trict championship,” said Wuer-
gler. “The kids did great and we 
had a really good group of (play-
ers) this year.

“They were disciplined, there 
were very coachable and they 
listened well,” he said. “There 
weren’t any bad attitudes on the 
team and that makes a big dif-
ference – they were very moti-

vated.”
The regular season started in 

August and went through October, 
but it wasn’t until the regular sea-
son ended that Wuergler was able 
to put his all-star team together. 
And even though he had all the 
players he wanted for the team, it 
was a team effort from everyone, 
including his assistant coach and 
the parents that contributed to the 

team’s success, he said.
“(My assistant coach) was able 

to contribute a lot,” said the head 
coach. “He was able to be there 
for every practice – able to give 
me a lot of help with drills and 
help focus on individual skills.

 “It takes a lot from the parents, 
too” said the head coach. “We 
had practice three times a week, 
plus the games, so the kids and 

the coaches can’t do it alone. The 
coach can’t get results if the par-
ents aren’t motivated, as well.”

Parent support is a big part of 
the team’s success, he said, and 
for parents like Heather Dunton 
and Jessica Wilson, they were 
more than happy to provide that 
support.

“As a parent, I’m very grateful 
for the opportunity for my son,” 
said Dunton, whose son, Elam, 
plays on the team. “It gave (him) 
a chance to play on a more com-
petitive level, and he’s learned so 
much by playing with other soc-
cer players with similar talent.”

“I was very proud to see the 
Fort Rucker Black Hawks soccer 
team exceed all expectations,” 
added Wilson, mother of players 
Mathias and Camillia Edwards. 
“It truly made this season a mem-
orable one for me, as a parent, and 
for (my children to be) a contrib-
uting factor to the team. The suc-
cess of the team has tremendously 
amplified their confidence while 
also providing them with a solid 
foundation towards maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle.”

Dunton said that playing soccer 
has given her son the opportunity 

to exercise as an outlet for his en-
ergy, and one of the main benefits 
she see’s that he’s able to get out 
of the sport is working as a team.

“(Soccer helps him) to rely on 
others and that others are relying 
on him to play his position,” she 
said. “When they win or lose, it is 
not any one person’s fault – they 
win or lose because they worked 
together as a team. He’s learned 
that he’s another player on a team 
that is working together to win, 
and it has been a great experience 
for him.”

That ability to work together, 
win or lose, is something that 
Wuergler said he strives to instill 
in his players. Each game, wheth-
er they come out victorious or not, 
should be taken as a learning ex-
perience, he said.

“If you give an honest effort and 
do everything you’re supposed to 
do, then you don’t need to make 
excuses if you lose,” he said. “You 
don’t need to blame the referees 
or blame anything else. You don’t 
win at everything that you do, so 
sometimes you just need to accept 
the loss and come back and give it 
a better try next time – learn from 
those experiences.”
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Healthand Fitness

Runners spring off the line during the Turkey Trot 5K in front of the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center Nov. 19	 .

Photo by Tori Evans

turkey trot 5K

See reminders, Page D3

The Fort Rucker Youth Sports all-star 9-and-under soccer team, Black Hawks, 
celebrate with their trophy after winning the district championship tournament 
in Dothan Nov. 5.

Courtesy Photo
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Jim Hughes
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Capt. Mike Simmons 
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(51-33)

David Agan
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Col. Tom von Eschenbach
CDID Director

(46-38)
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By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Tereasa Wade
Fort Lee Public Affairs

Official offers reminders for on-the-road health care

Fort Rucker Black Hawks clench district championship

Pigskin picks
Check out this week’s 
NCAA football picks 

Story on Page D3

s  aring higher

Dr. Marie Huggins, Kenner Army Health Clinic at Fort 
Lee, Va., examines a patient during a routine visit. 

Army photo
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See Page D3 for this week’s answers. See Page D3 for this week’s answers.

Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.



pharmacy is used, medications may have to be paid for up-
front. Federal regulations do not allow faxed prescriptions 
for controlled substances, including narcotics. In such an 
instance, people will need to obtain authorization and visit 
a local urgent care center or emergency room to obtain a 
prescription. Expect to be given a very limited supply in 
these circumstances.

• Emergencies. An emergency is a serious medical con-
dition that could result in the loss of life, limb or eyesight. 

If experiencing an emergency, call 911 or visit the nearest 
hospital emergency room. Emergency care does not require 
prior authorization before treatment. If follow-up or spe-
cialty treatment resulting from an emergency room visit is 
needed, contact the PCM for an authorization.

• Out of area urgent care. For urgent care while trav-
eling, call the Nurse Advice Line at 1-800-874-2273 and 
choose Option 1 to speak to a registered nurse who can pro-
vide medical advice and, if necessary, authorize urgent care 
at a local clinic. Failure to obtain an authorization prior to 
receiving care will cause TRICARE to deny payment for 

the visit and will result in being billed directly for services.
• Non-emergency care for active duty service members. 

Patients must receive all non-emergency care at a military 
treatment facility if one is available.

If an MTF is not available or unable to provide an ap-
pointment, beneficiaries must obtain prior authorization 
from their PCM or from the Nurse Advice Line before re-
ceiving non-emergency care.

For further information and assistance while traveling call 
the Lyster Army Health Clinic Patient Appointment Line at 
800-261-7193 to confirm eligibility.

FORT BELVOIR, Va. — Fort 
Belvoir Community Hospital 
made history Nov. 21 when it be-
came the first military medical fa-
cility in the country to perform a 
vital sight-saving procedure.

The procedure, corneal cross-
linking, was recently approved 
by the FDA to slow or halt the 
progression of keratoconus, a pro-
gressive eye disease in which the 
normally round cornea thins and 
begins to bulge into a cone-like 
shape.

The shape deflects light as it en-
ters the eye on its way to the light-
sensitive retina, causing distorted 
vision. In some cases, patients 
with the disease are unable to wear 
glasses, and in severe cases, pa-
tients require corneal transplants.

“We are thrilled to extend this 
treatment option to patients in 
need,” said Col. Bruce Rivers, 
staff ophthalmologist and program 
director of the Warfighter Refrac-
tive Eye Surgery Program and Re-
search Center at Belvoir Hospital. 
Rivers’ team was the first to per-
form the procedure. 

Corneal cross-linking is a mini-
mally invasive procedure that lasts 
around 60-90 minutes. The pro-
cedure uses liquid riboflavin and 
controlled ultraviolet light to build 
new collagen bonds in the cornea, 
which help recover and preserve 
some of the cornea’s mechanical 
strength.

During the treatment, the top 
layer of the cornea is removed, 
which allows the riboflavin to 
deeply penetrate the cornea, Riv-
ers explained. After a cross-link-
ing treatment, a contact lens is 
placed in the eye to act as a ban-

dage as the cornea heals. During 
the procedure, one eye is treated 
at a time.

The ultimate goal of a cross-
linking treatment is to strengthen 
the cornea, which in turn slows 
or stops the disease’s progression, 
but some patients will also see an 
improvement in the quality of their 
vision and a mild decrease in the 
amount of correction needed after 
treatment, Rivers added.

Saverio Macrina, a West Point 
cadet slated to graduate in May, 
was the first patient to receive the 
treatment at the facility. He needed 
it to receive his commission.

“I’m grateful to the Army for 
providing me the opportunity to 
get this surgery,” Macrina said. 
“My West Point doctor told me 
that, right now, the academy is 
forced to turn away applicants 
with the disease. My hope is that 
they [will] no longer have to do 

this and that I am the first of many 
who are helped.”

Macrina’s hope that he is the 
first of many is Rivers’ hope, too. 
For Soldiers, he said, the progres-
sion of the disease can make it so 
they can only correct their vision 
by wearing contact lenses, which 
aren’t approved for combat.

“[That] means these otherwise 
great service members may be 
forced to end their military careers 
before they intend to,” Rivers ex-
plained. “Before this service was 
available through the military, 
service members could also have 
chosen to seek this treatment by an 
outside provider at a cost of up to 
$4,000 per eye.”

Although Belvoir Hospital is 
the only military hospital in the 
eastern United States with the 
machine required to perform the 
procedure, interested military 
ophthalmologists in the region can 

train on it and treat their affected 
patients – regardless of hospital 
affiliation.

“Ophthalmologists from An-
drews [Air Force Base, Maryland] 
and Walter Reed [National Mili-
tary Medical Center] will start us-
ing the system in December,” Riv-
ers said. “We’re happy to offer our 
staff and facilities to accommodate 
other military eye doctors in the 
area until they get their systems. 
Our goal is to care for all patients 
who need it.”

Corneal Cross-Linking will be 
available to all TRICARE ben-
eficiaries, including family mem-
bers.

“We see a lot of younger pa-
tients with keratoconus,” Rivers 
said. “It’s important for us to offer 
this treatment to everyone so that 
we can screen, catch, and treat the 
disease early, before it can do any 
severe, permanent damage.”
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Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
SWGC holiday sale

Silver Wings Golf Course will host its holi-
day sale now through Dec. 24. Shoppers will be 
able to select items for purchase, and when they 
check out, they will pick a stocking from the tree 
for their holiday discount that will be applied 
to their purchase. The sale will be open to the 
public. 

For more information, call 255-0089. 

Ham shoot out
Silver Wings Golf Course will host its ham 

shoot out Dec. 17 with tee times from 8-10 a.m. 
Cost is $20 per player, plus cart and green fees if 
applicable. Format is individual stroke play. U.S. 
Golf Association handicap or weekend dogfight 
points will be used. Gift certificates and ham will 
be awarded as prizes to gross and net winners. 
Registration deadline is Dec. 17 at 9 a.m. The 
event is open to the public. 

For more information, call 255-0089.

Biggest Buck Contest
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation continues its 

Big Buck Contest through Feb. 10 during day-
light hours. Entry fee is $25 per person and the 
contest is open to the public. Participants must be 
registered before harvesting their buck – bucks 
must be harvested on Fort Rucker to qualify. 
Fort Rucker requires that individuals ages 16 and 
older have an Alabama State Hunting License, a 
Fort Rucker Post Hunting Permit and a Hunter 
Education Card. 

For more information and to register, call 255-
4305.

Youth gymnastics classes
Fort Rucker Child, Youth and School Ser-

vices hold gymnastics classes through Dec. 20 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at the 

school age center, Bldg. 2806. Classes are of-
fered for preschool – coed – (age 3-5) up though 
Level 5 (age 16). Cost varies from $25-$50 per 
month. Students can join classes at any time. 

For more information, call 255-1867.

Spring soccer registration
Parents can register their children for spring 

soccer through Jan. 15. All interested partici-
pants must have a current sports physical and a 
valid child, youth and school services registra-
tion. Children must meet the age requirements 
by July 31, 2016. Cost is $25 for youth ages 4-5 
years and $45 for youth ages 6-14. Additional 
children will receive a percentage discount to 
be determined at parent central services during 
registration. Parents who use Webtrac to regis-
ter their children should call 255-9638 to let the 
staff know what size shirt and shorts to order for 
the children. Practice will begin around Jan. 30 

and the season will begin Feb. 13. There will be 
a parents meeting Jan. 25 at 6 p.m. in Bldg. 2800, 
the youth center, on Seventh Avenue. 

To register, visit parent central services or use 
Webtrac. For more information, call 255-9638 or 
255-2254.

Winter adult swimming lessons
Winter swimming lessons for people ages 18 

and older will be conducted at the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Center Indoor Pool, Bldg. 4605 
on Andrews Avenue, in December. Cost will be 
$50 per participant. Each session will consist of 
eight classes held on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Beginners classes will be from 5:15-6 p.m. and 
intermediate classes will be from 6:15-7 p.m. 
People need to register at least three days prior to 
the start of the session at the Fort Rucker PFC. 

For more information, call 255-2296 or 255-
9162.

Continued from Page D1
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By Alexandra Snyder
Fort Belvoir Community Hospital 
Public Affairs

FBCH 1st in military to perform cutting-edge procedure
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NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS

• Stump GrindinG
• tree trimminG
• removal
• oak Firewood

Call Chuck For
Your Free Estimate!

“No one knows a

tree like a beaver”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

347-6119

Competitive
Prices!

Superior Service!

BEAVER TREE SERVICE

10% OFF
Holiday DISCOUNT
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